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HuNTSvnxB,  Alabama,  October  9, 1871. 

WILLIAM  MATHEWS  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  yon  a  witness  against  William  Henderson,  a  colored  man,  on  an  ex- 
amination had  before  Commissioner  Day  in  this  place  f 

Anstoer,  Yee,  sir. 

Question,  Did  yon  testify  that  Henderson  was  a  man  of  bad  character  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  teetmed  that,  bnt  I  was  bound  to  do  it ;  I  could  not  help  my- 
self. 

Question.  What  was  the  reason  of  that  f 

Answer.  If  I  had  not  sworn  that,  when  I  went  back— for  everything  I  possessed  was 
there—they  said  that  I  might,  ^rhaps.  have  been  treated  worse  than  ho  was. 

Question.  Who  did  you  live  with  at  tnat  time  f 

Answer.  With  Mr.  Whit  Newsome. 

Question.  How  near  was  that  to  William  Malone  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  sir;  I  guess  it  is  about  two  or  three  or  four  miles..  L never, 
was  over  to  Mr.  Malone's  place  in  my  life.    I  was  cooking  for  Whit  Newsome. 

Question.  What  did  Whit  Newsome  have  to  do  with  the  Henderson  affair? 

Answer.  WeU,  sir,  Mr.  Holseapple  was  his  brother-in-law ;  that  is  the  way  ho  was 
interested  about  it.  > 

Question.  Who  told  you  to  swear  the  way  you  didf 

Answer.  Mr.  Newsome  told  me. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  he  wanted  to  protect  Holseapple  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  swear  to  the  truth  in  that  examination  f 

Answer.  No,  «r. 

Question.  You  may  tell  the  committee  now  what  kind  of  a  man  William  ELendersoo 
is  and  was  at  that  time. 

Answer.  I  never  has  found  nothing  wrong  with  William  Henderson.  He  always 
■bowed  me  cood  partiality,  and  both  to  white  and  colored,  as  for  as  I  can  say..  Hiui 
and  Mr.  Malone  had  a  littiie  scrape  there  together  once,  and  they,  all  got  do  wa  on  him 
on  that  account.    That  is  all  I  could  say.  ^  V 
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Question.  Did  he  have  a  good  character  ^binong  the  colored  people  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  was  he  respected  among  the  white  people,  exceot  Malone  f 

Anstoer.  He  was  respected  every  way  by  all  every  way  except  Mr.  Malone  and  a  few 

others  aroand  there,  Mr. ,  I  can't  think  of  Jiis  name,  and  the  two  men  that  were 

here  that  served  him  the  act  that  they  did. 

Question,  You  wish  to  recant  all  yon  said  in  your  former  examination  ? 

Answer,  ffes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  another  colored  man  who  testified  against  him  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.       « 

Question.  Did  he  swear  against  Henderson  for  the  same  reason  that  yon  did  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  what  he  told  me.  I  cau't  say  whether  it  is  so  for  certain 
or  not,  bnt  he  told  me  that. 

QuesUon.  Who  was  he  working  for  ? 

Answer.  He  was  working  for  William  Malone,  the  other  colored*  man  was. 

Question.  Did  he  say  he  swore  as  ho  did  on  account  of  fear  of  Malone  f 

Jnmoer.  No,  sir;  he  was  paid  for  it. 

Question,  Paid  for  swearing  as  he  did  f 

Answer.  He  told  me  he  would  get  |50  when  he  got  home. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  f 

Answer.  His  name  was  Jim  Carter. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Qnestlon.  Since  this  trial  have  yon  been  living  with  Mr.  Newsome  f 
Answer.  Yc«,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  live  there  now  f 
Answer.  N(^  sir. 

Question.  When  did  you  leave  there  ? 
Anstoer.  I  left  tliere  four  weeks  to-day. 
(>uc«f /on.  Where  do  you  live  now  ? 
Answer.  I  stay  out  hero  with  Alfred  Cleary. 
Question.  Near  Huntsvillc  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  right  across  here.    I  had  to  leave  there ;  I  could  not  stay  there. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qtiesiion.  Why  did  you  have  to  leave  t 

Answer.  I  was  engaged  to  {jet  married  to  a  woman,  and  she  come  over  there  to  Mr. 
Newsonic's,  and  I  went  off  with  her  that  night  to  her  house,  and  the  next  mominff  he 
Mowed  that  I  didn't  attend  to  my  business ;  that  I  was  running  all  over  the"v^holo 
country,  and  he  expected  to  handle  me  for  it,  and  he  took  my  clothes  from  me  and 
gave  them  to  another  colored  man  ;  so  I  come  away.  He  took  all  my  clothing  and  my 
wages.    I  never  got  none  of  my  wages  at  all  from  him. 

Question,  How  much  is  due  from  Mr.  Newsome  to  you  f 

Answer.  Ten  dollars  is  due.  ^ 

•  Question.  Does  he  refuse  to  pay  you  ? 

An9wer.  Yes,  sir. 

•By  Mr.  Bkck  : 

Question.  Jim  Carter,  did  you  say,  was  this  man  f 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir.  * 

Question.  Wbere  did  Jim  Carter  tell  you  he  was  to  be  paid  for  swearing  the  way  he 
didt 

Answer.  He  told  me  that  down  at  the  depot,  sir. 

Question.  When  Y 

Answer.  Mo  and  him  was  sitting  together  that  same  night  that  the  trial  caiyie  cm 
here,  like  as  if  it  wus  to-day,  and  it  was  that  night.    He  was  at  the  depot  to  see ;   we 
was  all  taking  the  tmin  for  home ;  he  could  not  get  home  until  Sunday  morning.    Me  . 
and  him  was  m  chat  together,  and  he  told  me  that  himself. 

Question.  Is  he  a  colorexl  man  of  pretty  good  character  1 

AnsiDcr.  Yes,  sir ;  as  far  as  I  know.  I  never  was  in  his  company  bnt  once  in  my  life, 
and  that  was  when  he  came  here. 

Question.  How  long  had  you  known  William  Henderson  t 

An^oer.  I  have  known  William  Henderson  ever  since  the  14th  of  Maroh. 

Question.  Last  March  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sin 

Question.  Where  wa&  he  working  when  you  knew  him  t 

Answer.  At  Mr.  Goodloe's. 

Question.  Had  you  never  known  him  before  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  whit»  men  have  yon  ever  hoard  give  him  a  good  charaoter  sii^ee 
;henf  ^ 
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Answer.  I  have  never  beard  any  white  men  but  Mr.  Goodloe  speak  well  of  him.  I 
never  heard  none  say  anything  about  him  more  than  them  he  was  in  attack  with. 

QuesHtm,  You  have  told  the  committee,  have  you  not,  that  he  had  a  good  charaeter 
from  both  white  and  black  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  so  far  as  I  can  say. 

Question.  What  white  man  have  you  ever  heard  give  him  a  good  character? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  Mr.  Thorn,  down  at  Cherokee,  say  Henderson  was  a  pretty 
clever  fellow,  and  always  paid  his  debts.  No  difference  what  he  owed,  he  always  tried 
to  pay.  « 

Question,  Is  that  the  only  white  man  yon  have  ever  heard  talk  of  him  f 

Answer.  That  is  the  only  one  I  have  heard  speak  of  him  so  far. 

QuesUon.  That  is  the  only  knowledge  you  have  of  what  white  men  say  of  his  char- 
aeterf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.      .  ^ 

Question.  Where  is  he  living  now  f 

Answer.  William  Henderson  f 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  He  is  here  in  HuntsviUe. 

Qticstion.  When  did  you  tell  him  yon  wanted  to  come  here  and  admit  that  you  had 
Bwom  falsely  at  the  examination  f 

Answer.  1  told  him  so  on  Friday,  last  Friday.* 

Question,  Did  you  hunt  him  np  or  did  he  hunt  you  f    ' 

Anewer.  Ho  didn't  hunt  me  and  I  didn't  hunt  him.  I  was  draying,  and  in  passing  I 
'  saw  him,  and  spoke  to  him  and  he^spoko  to  me. 

Question.  Who  brought  on  the  conversation  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  What  did  you  say  to  him  f 

Answer.  I  called  him  and  told  him  a  man  had  told  me  that  he  had  been  inquiring 
whether  I  was  in  the  town,  and  he  told  me  that  he  didn't  inquire  for  any  one,  and  I 
told  him  he  needn't  think  any  way  hard  of  me  for  swearing  against  him  in  tbis  conrt, 
for  be  knew  how  it  was  below  as  well  as  I  did,  and  I  was  willing  to  come  here  and 
testify  that  I  was  wrong  and  could  not  help  myself. 

Question.  What  did  Whit  Newsome  tell  you  to  say  about  your  testimony  ? 

Answer.  He  told  me  to  come  here  and  swear  that  Henderson  had  no  principle  nor 
character  amongst  neither  white  nor  color. 

QwBsiion.  What  else  did  he  tell  you  f 

Answer.  There  is  a  great  many  other  little  things  he  told  me  that  he  wanted  me  to 
say,  but  I  can't  recollect. 

Question.  Did  he  thr^ten  you  ? 

Answer.  Ho  told  me  I  had  better  do  as  he  said,  for  if  I  didn't  I  couldn't  stay  there, 
for  probably  I  might  be  treated  in  the  same  expects  that  he  was  or  worse,  but  by  who 
he  couldn't  say  to  me. 

Question.  Was  that  before  the  trial  came  on  ? 
*  Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  before  f 

Answer.  It  was  four  days  before  the  trial. 

QuesHon.  You  did  come  to  swear  to  a  lie  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  J  did  come  to  swear  to  a  lie. 

Question.  Was  whatever  else  you  stated  on  that  trial  true,  except  what  yon  said  as 
to  tbe  character  oi  that  man  f 

Answer.  I  can't  say  nothing  about  anything;  but  what  I  swore  myself  I  can  speak 
of  that. 

Question.  I  ask  if  whatever  else  yon  said  on  that  trial  was  true,  except  as  to  what 
yoa  stated  as  to  Henderson's  character? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  what  I  said  on  that  trial  there  was  nothing  of  it  true ;  nothing  at 
aH  except  one  thing.  I  spoke  about  me  and  him  having  a  little  cross  words  on  the 
rood,  which  we  met  by  ourselves  t-ogether,  and  ailor  these  white  men  had  to  come  here 
aod  be  tried ;  they  call  that  in  too.  « 

Qn^esHon.  So  that  your  whole  testimony,  from  beginning  to  end  on  that  trial,  was  a 

Answer.  Tes,  wr:  the  whole  testimony  was  not  true  at  all. 

QuesOoM.  Did  Wait  Newsome  ask  you  to  swear  to  anything  else  except  the  bad  char* 
aeter  of  tbis  man  T 

Ansfwer.  He  asked  me  would  I  swear  where  Mr.  Holseapple  was  the  night  Henderson 
was  carried  to  the  river.  I  told  him  I  could  not  swear,  because  I  didn^  know  where 
Mr.  Holseapple  was,  because  I  had  been  to  the  mill  that  day.  His  mill  was  broken 
opea  Uiat  night  that  Henderson  was  taken  to  the  river,  and  some  flour  was  taken  out, 
aMbe  wanted  me  to  swear  that  Mr.  Holseapple  was  at  his  mill.  I  told  him  I  didn't  know 
ifltfWP  Mm*  Holseapple  waa  that  night.  Then  he  came  back  to  me  in  the  kitchen,  where 
I  was  Irj  myself,  and  he  sat  down. in  a  chair,  and  said,  **  I  tell  you,  William,  you  have 
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got  to  do  as  I  tell  yoa,  or  probably  yoa  may  bo  done  worse  than  HendersoD  was,  or 
treated  in  the  same  expects,  or  worse  expects." 

Question,  Is  there  anythiof?  else  connected  with  your  testimony,  aboat  which  lie 
made  any  statement,  except  that,  that  yoa  recollect  f 

Jn»trer.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  recollect. 

QvcHion,  1  want  yon  to  think,  as  well  as  yon  can,  whether  Newsome  went  any  farther 
than  to  get  yoa  to  swear  to  Henderson's  bad  character,  and  trying  to  get  yoa  to  swear 
where  liolseapple  was.    Do  yoa  think  that  was  all  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  think  that  was  all. 

Question,  That  being  the  case,  I  want  to  ask  yoa  this  qaestion :  Toa  swore  on  that 
examination,  as  I  see  by  the  testimony  here,  that  William  Henderson  had  a  conversa- 
tion on  the  road  with  yon,  and  said  that  if  he  coald  get  a  party  of  men  like  himself, 
and  kill  out  sdl  the  G---d  d — n  white  men  and  yellow  niggers,  the  State  wonld  be  better 
than  it  is.    Albert  Qoodloe  was  there. 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did  state  that.  '    . 

Question,  Did  Mr.  Newsome  or  anybody  else  tell  yoa  to  say  (hatf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  told  to  say  that. 

Question,  Who  told  yoa  to  say  that  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Newsome  told  me. 

Qnestion,  Why  did  you  not  tell  me  when  I  asked  yoa  as  important  a  thing  as  that? 

Answer,  I  didn't  remember  it. 

Question.  Yoa  had  forgotteo  that  f 

Aiiswer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  this  conversation  William  Henderson  had  with  you  on  the  road  coming 
here,  yoa  say  t 

Answer,  Coming  here  f 

Question,  Was  it  not  on  the  road  coming  here  f 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Where  did  yon  locate  that? 

Answer.  We  were  working  the  pablic  road  from  Barton  Station  to  Cherokee,  and  me 
and  him  got  into  a  dispute.  I  was  working  with  a  parcel  of  white  men ;  he  woe 
working  with  a  crowd  of  colored.  I  was  sitting  down.  The  whole  party,  white  and 
colored,  that  was  working  together,  was  sitting  down,  and  Henderson  came  along  and 
said,  *'  William  Mathews,  why  aint  you  at  work  f  "  I  told  him,  **  Go  on ;  that  is  always 
the  way  with  a  nigger ;  he  is  always  meddling  with  what  he  has  no  business.''  That 
brought  as  into  a  Tittle  cross-questioning  together,  but  we  made  that  over — made  it  up 
to'rether. 

Question,  What  was  the  cross-questioning  T 

Answer,  He  was  intending  to  whip  me  that  day  on  the  road. 

Question.  Who  was! 

Answer.  Henderson ;  and  he  came  to  me  I  was  on  a  horse  riding  in  the  road,  car- 
rying the  overseer's  horse  np  the  road  to  him,  and  Henderson  stepped  up  to  me  and 
said,  '^William  Mathews,  what  did  yoa  say  about  me  on  the  roaclf"  I  told  him  I 
didn't  say  nothing  more  about  him  than  any  one  else.  He  says,  *'I  am  out  here  on 
purpose  to  make  yon  whip  me  or  I  whip  you."  I  told  him,  **  If  you  can't  take  a  joke, 
you  onghtu't  to  be  in  a  party  at  all."  That  about  all  the  yellow  niggers  and  white 
people,  Mr.  Newsome  told  me  to  say  that  himself. 

Question,  How  did  Newsome  know  of  this  quarrel  between  yoa  and  Henderson  T 

Answer.  1  and  him  was  in  the  kitchen  together  that  night,  and  Air.  Nelson  told  him 
that  Henderson  wanted  to' whip  me  on  the  road,  and  he  wouldn't  let  him  dolt,  aud 
wouldn't  let  as  tight.    There  is  where  he  got  hold  of  it. 

Question,  What  did  he  say  that  night  in  the  kitchen  about  thatf 

Answer,  He  told  me  that  night  that  I  must  mind;  that  I  had  to  come  back  the  road 
next  day,  and  I  must  raise  no  fiisses  on  the  road  at  all ;  that  I  was  a  stranger  in  the 
country,  and  had  nobody  to  protect  me  in  the  country  but  them,  imd  I  bad  better  he 
careful. 

Questwn,  How  did  yoa  come  to  swear  to  tbat  statement  on  the  trial  f 

Ansioer,  Because  I  was  told  to  do  it.  » 

Question.  Who  told  yoa,  and  when  were  yon  toldt 

Ansxcer,  Mr.  Newsome  told  me,  but  I  can't  say  what  day  of  the  month  it  was  ttiat  I 
wa«  told ;  but  he  told  me  to  do  it. 

Question.  Tell  us  what  he  told  you  to  say. 

A^mcer.  He  told  me  to  come  ap  here  and  swear  against  Henderson's  character  and 
principle,  he  did,  and  he  told  me  to  swear  where  Mr.  Holseapple  was  the  night  his 
mill  got  broken  open.  I  told  him  I  couldn't  swear  about  the  mill,  because  I  didn't 
know  where  Mr.  Holseapple  was  that  night.  He  got  up  then  and  went  into  the  hoase^ 
and  came  back;  and  told  me,  '*  William,  yon  had  better  do  as  I  say,  for  probably  yoa 
may  be  treated  with  the  same  expects  or  worse  than  Henderson  was,  anu  if.  yoa  don't 
go  and  swear  something  for  these  men  you  can  leave  here ;  and  if  you  gets  away,  yoa 
may  probably  never  be  any  aocoont  to  yoarseU'."  ^ 
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Qwestion.  Do  von  again  repeat  tbat  last  statement  which  yon  have  just  made  as  the 
•abdtance  of  what  Mr.  Newsome  told  you  f 

Answrr.  Yes,  sir. 

Que$tion.  I  ask  yoa  again,  if  that  is  the  sabstance  of  what  he  told  yon,  how  came 
TOQ  to  swear  that  Henderson  said  to  yon,  on  the  road,  that  if  he  could  get  a  party  like 
hitnself,  and  kill  all  the  G~d  d— -n  white  men  and  yellow  niggers  in  the  State,  it  would 
be  better  ofi'f    If  Newsome  did  not  tell  you  to  do  it,  why  did  you  swear  it  ? 

Answer.  He  did  tell  me  to  do  it. 

Qutstian.  Have  you  not  repeated  to  me  twice  what  he  told  you  to  do,  and  left  that 
oatf 

Answer.  He  told  me  to  swear  that. 

Question.  When  and  where  did  he  tell  you  to  swear  that  f 

Answer.  Bight  in  his  own  kitchen. 

(Question.  Why  have  yon  failed  to  statb  that  he  told  you  to  swear  that,  though  I  have 
twice  called  your  attention  to  it  f 

Answer.  I  told  you  that  twice. 

Question,  Yon  haVe  already  stated  that  Mr.  Newsome  told  you  to  swear  that? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  told  me  to  swear  everything  that  I  did  swear. 

Question.  You  say  Albert  Goodloe  was  theie;  who  was  he  f 

Answer.  He  lives  on  Mr.  Goodloe's  place. 

Question.  Why  did  you  say  he  was  there  T 

Answer.  I  was  told  to  say  so. 

Question.  Was  Albert  Goodloe  there  t  ^ 

Answer.  He  was  working  in  the  party  of  men,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  Albert 
heard  that  expression  made  or  not. 

Question.  Was  that  expression  made  f 

Answer.  If  it  was  I  didn't  hear  it. 

Question.  Who  told  you  to  say  Albert  Gk>odloe  was  there  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Newsome  told  me  to  say  so. 

Questipng  At  the  same  time  that  he  told  you  toswear  as  to  Henderson's  bad  char- 
acter f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  swore  to  that  falsehood,  also,  because  he  told  you  to  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  t 

Question.  Is  Henderson  living  in  this  to\^*n  also  now? 

Answer.  He  is  in  this  town.  I  don't  know  whether  he  is  living  here  or  not.  I  can't 
Bay.    I  have  never  been  to  his  house.    I  see  him  on  the  street  every  day. 

Question.  Who  are  you  living  with  f 

Answer.  Alfred  Cleary. 

Question.  A  white  or  a  colored  man  f 

Answer.  A  colored  man. 

Question.  Where  did  you  live  before  you  went  to  Mr.  Newsome  f 

Answer.  I  was  with  John  Robinson's  circus  before  I  went  to  Mr.  Newsome's. 

Question.  Traveling  around  the  country  with  a  circus  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Question,  What  were  you  doing  with  the  circus  f 

Answer.  Tending  to  the  horses. 

Quesiium,  A  driver  or  rubber? 

Answer,  Bnbber. 

Question.  How  long  had  you  been  with  the  circus  ? 

Answer.  Twelve  months.  » 

Question.  Where  were  you  when  Bobinson  &  Co.'s  circus  employed  yon  f 

Anower.  At  Aufusta,  Georgia,  Richmond  County. 

Ques^on.  How  long  bad  you  lived  there,  and  what  were  you  doing  there  f 

Answer.  I  was  bom  and  raised  there. 

Question.  Who  was  you  living  with  when  Robinson's  circus  picked  you  up  f 

Answer.  With  m^  old  master.  ^ 

Question.  What  is  his  name  ? 

Answer.  Thoma^  8.  Oliver. 

Question.  You  had  lived  with  him  all  your  days  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  * 

Qu^sHon.  What  is  his  post-office  ? 

Answer.  He  was  a  farmer.  '  ' 

QmesHon.  Do  you  recollect  the  name  of  the  post-office  where  you  got  your  letters  ? 

Answtw,  Augusta  post-office. 

^utUon*  Do  you  mean  in  the  city  of  Augusta  ? 

AMswer.  Yes,  sir. 
'    i^smtion.  Did  Thomas  S.  Oliver  get  his  letters  in  the  city  of  Augustarand  was  that 

U*i^QitK)ffiee?  Digitized  by  CjOOQ 

-^JMwcr.  Ye6,8ir.  ^ 
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Question,  Why  did  yoa  qnft  the  oircns  f 

Answer,  They  didn't  have  do  farther  use  or  employment  for  me. 

Question,  Did  Mr.  Newsome  take  a  suit  of  clothes  away  from  you  that  belonged  to 
yout 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Had  yon  paid  for  them  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  did  he  find  these  clothes  t 

Answer,  My  pants  was  in  his  kitchen,  and  my  shirt  at  the  woman's  house  that  washed 
tor  me. 

Question,  Did  he  go  and  take  them  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  see  him  take  them  t 

Ansu>er,  He  took  them  and  put  them  on  another  man,  and  I  went  right  to  the  plaee. 
He  took  them  at  night,  and  the  next  morning  he  put  them  on  another  man,  and  I  went 
and  saw  them  x>n  the  man,  and  I  asked  him  before  Mr.  Newsome's  face  how  he  came 
by  my  clothes.    He  tiaid  Mr.  Newsome  gave  them  to  him. 

Question,  And  ho  refused  you  your  wages  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  is  Mr.  Newsome's  post-office ;  where  does  he  get  his  letters  f 

Answer,  Cherokee. 

Question,  In  what  county  f 

Answer,  Colbert  County. 

Question.  What  is  his  first  name  f 

Answer,  Whit  Newsome. 


HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  October  9, 1871. 
DANIEL  COLEMAN  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  this  witness  was  called  by  the  minority,  I  will  ask  that  the 
examination  be  conducted  by  Mr.  Beck. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  State  where  you  reside,  and  what  official  position,  if  any,  you  hold. 

Answer^  I  reside  in  AUiens,  Limestone  County.  I  hold  the  position  now  of  county 
solicitor,  and  have  held  it  about  three  or  four  weeks. 

Question,  How  long  nave  you  resided  there  ? 

Answer.  1  was  born  there,  and  have  resided  there  all  my  life,  with  the  exception  of 
one  year  that  I  Was  in  Florence,  since  the  war,  and  one  year  in  Decatur. 

Question.  We  are  inquiring,  as  you  know,  into  the  general  condition  of  the  country, 
as  to  how  the  laws  are  obeyed,  as  to  how  far  life,  li&rty,  and  property  are  rendered 
insecure  by  ban^  of  disguised  men,  and  we  call  you  espiKjially,  I  believe,  to  inquire 
into  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Limestone,  and  more  especially  as  to  the  outrages  com- 
mitted upon  Mr.  Weir.  Will  you  tell  us  what  you  know  upon  these  subjects,  without 
being  specially  interrogated  f  Perhaps  you  will  do  it  in  a  more  satisfactory  way  than 
by  separate  questions. 

Ansu^er,  Well,  sir,  there  have  been  in  the  last  eighteen  months  in  Limestone  County 
seveoAl  outrages  committed  upon  individuals.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  Weir — I  take  it  from 
his  own  account  of  it — first  in  the  spring  of  this  year  he  was  maltreated  by  several 
parties  against  whom  complaint  was  brought  in  the  probate  court  in  Limestone  County, 
and  they  were  arrested,  and  gave  bond,  and  were  being  prosecuted.  Mr.  Weir  was  tile 
main  witness,  if  not,  perhaps,  the  sole  witness  to  the  main  part  of  the  transaction. 

Question.  Was  that  original  outrage  upon  him  committed  by  disguised  men  or  not  f 

Answer,  ft  was  not  by  disguised  men.  The  outrage  committed  by  disguised  men 
was  about  two  or  three  weeks  ago. 

Question.  On  him  t 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir,  a  few  days  after  I  came  into  the  ollce  of  8olicift>r.  He  was  taken, 
as  be  stated,  by  a  band  of  disguised  men,  and  carrie<f  off  and  maltreated  in  many  par- 
ticulars«  He  was  held  a  prisoner  by  them,  for,  I  suppose,  about  thirty-six  hours,  and 
then  turned  loose,  with  the  promise  from  him  that  he  would  not  appear  in  court  in  the 
prosecution  pending  against  these  other  parties,  who  had  maltreated  him. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  was  the  cause  of  this  maltreatment  of  him  t 

Answer.  He  said  it  was  a  personal  affair  betwo  n  him  and  a  man  by  the  name  of 
William  Blair,  in  regard  to  some  colored  employt's  of  Mr  Blair;  that  the  accusation 
was  brought  against  him  that  he  had  interfered  with  Blair's  laborers,  trying  to  persuade 
them  to  leave  him.  Ho  stated  especially  to  me,  on  several  occasions,  that  it  was  nothing 
political ;  that  it  was  entirely  personal. 
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Quet^icm.  Did  the  people  of  the  connty,  nnder  the  sheriff  or  yourself,  or  some  other 
official,  when  this  abdaction  was  heard  ol^  take  any  steps  to  ferret  it  oat  t 

Anmoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Tell  ns  all  about  that. 

Anmver,  The  information  came  to  me  on  Sunday  evening  at  early  sundown.  I  wanted 
to  go  at  once,  but  we  could  not  make  arrangement  to  get  the  horeee.  It  was  twelve  or 
thirteen  miles  in  the  country.  I  made  out  a  posse  and  had  them  summoned.  The 
sheriff  was  absent.  I  got  the  deputy  sheriff  to  Bummon  a  posse,  and  upon  summoning 
Hum,  I  found  it  would  be  so  late  in  the  night  at  the  time. we  could  get  there,  that  we 
could  not  effect  anything,  so  we  postponed  it  until  Monday  morning,  and  on  Monday 
morning  we  went  down  early  with  a  posse  of  at  least  tweuty-ftve  men,  mounted  and 
well  armed  with  double-barreled  shot-guns.  We  went  to  Mr.  Weir's  house,  and  obtained 
what  information  we  could  in  regard  to  him,  and  searched  in  every  direction.  We 
staid  there  during  Monday  and  Monday  night  in  the  neighborhood,  the  community 
making  every  possible  search  they  could  to  find  out  what  they  could  in  re^rd  to  the 
abduction,  and,  as  we  feared  at  that  time^  murder,  but  we  found  outmothing  at  all. 
We  went  down  Monday.  Tuesday  we  still  remained  there  brushing  the  woods.  I 
fonued  the  men  into  long  lines  of  what  used  to  be  called  in  the  Army  skirmishers,  and 
breasted  the  woods  in  every  direction,  hoping  wo  might  find  him.  On  Wednesday  I 
saw  a  young  man  from  the  neighborhood,  Mr.  Weir's  son-in-law,  and  as  he  passed  by 
me  I  suspected,  firom  his  expression,  that  he  had  some  information.  I  went  to  him,  and 
told  him  if  he  had  any  information  I  wanted  him  to  confide  it  to  me.  I  asked  him  first 
if  he  had  any  information  concerning  Mr.  Weir.  He  said  he  had  .not.  I  said,  ^*Mr. 
Basham,  have  you  any  information  concerning  Mr.  Weir  t "  I  had  feared,  in  regard  to 
Basham,  for  Basham's  father  had  been  connected  in  the  first  maltreatment  of  Mr. 
Weir,  and  was  deeply  connected  with  it,  and  this  young  man  was  the  son-in-law  of 
Mr.  Weir.  I  had  been  fearing  to  trust  him  from  the  information  given  me  by  Mrs. 
Weir.  That  was  the  reason  I  was  so  particular  about  asking  him  whether  he  had  any 
information  or  not.  I  stated  to  him,  '^  Mr.  Basham,  there  is  no  possible  chance  of  fer- 
reting out  this  thing  unless  I  receive  evoi*y  information  which  possibly  can  be  obtained.'' 
He  says,  **  I  have  no  information  concerning  Mr.  Weir."  It  was  not'more  than  half  an 
hour  before  the  sheriff  came  to  me,  and  told  me  that  Mr.  Weir  was  either  at  home  or 
near  home,  and  that  ho  hud  sent  him  a  message  by  Mr.  Basham  to  come  down  privately 
by  himself;  that  he  wanted  to  see  him  on  particular  business.  The  sheriff  stated  to 
me,  "I  am  a  bondsman  of  Mr.  Weir."  The  prosecutors  of  the  parties  who  first  mal- 
treated Mr.  Weir  had  suspected  that  Mr.  Weir  would  be  intimidated  from  appearing  as 
a  witness,  and  had  issued  an  attachment  for  him,  and  requiring  him  to  give  bond  for 
bis  appearance  in  the  probate  court. 

Questum,  That  is,  the  men  who  were  prosecuting  those  who  had  maltreated  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuaUon,  It  was  to  secure  his  attendance  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  to  keep  him  from  leaving  from  intimidation  or  promises  that  might 
be  made.  They  had  require<l  a  bond,  and  the  sheriff  had  gone  on  his  bond.  The  sheriff 
stated  to  me,  "I  think  Mr.  Weir  wants  to  see  me  privately,  probably  to  leave,  and  he 
thinks  I  am  his  bondsman,  and  that  he  will  secure  me  in  some  way  and  just  let  him 
leave."  I  immediately  stated  tq  the  sheriff, ''  That  will  not  do,  if  that  is  the  case,  and 
we  had  better  go  down  at  once  and  seize  Mr.  Weir,  and  bring  him  to  town  under  a 
guard  for  protection.  If  there  is  any  danger  of  his  leaving,  and  if  you  have  that  fear 
that  he  will  make  arrangements  with  you,  or  that  it  is  his  object  to  make  arrange- 
ments with  you  to  leave,  I  will  go  down  at  once  with  a  guard  myself."  1  brought  out 
a  guard,  the  posse  summoned  by  the  deputy  sheriff,  and  we  went  down — the  same 
poose  we  had  before.  Mr.  Weir,  as  I  understood  from  the  guard,  was  in  the  woods  near 
the  house  secreted  at  the  time,  and  I  had  him  sent  for  to  ask  him  all  about  the  trans- 
action that  had  occurred  with  him,  and  further  asked  him  if  it  was  not  his  object  to 
leave.  He  said  he  had«intended  to  leave,  but  if  we  sbowe<l  a  willingness  to  protect 
him,  and  there  seemed  to  be  a  sufficient  force  of  citizens  there  to  protect  him,  he  would 
submit  to  my  directions.  I  told  him  to  get  ready  at  once,  and  wo  would  carry  him  to 
town,  and  his  family,  so  far  as  they  were  important  witnesses,  and  we  would  carry  out 
the  prosecution  vigorously,  and  he  need  have  no  more  fears  of  the  men  who  had  mal- 
teeated  him.  He  expressed  full  confidence  in  us,  going  on  down  with  us.  Meantime, 
while  he  was  giving  his  account  of  it,  which  occupied  a  considerable  length  of  time,  he 
came  to  where  he  knew  some  of  the  parties.  As  soon  as  he  stated  that,  I  ordered- the 
•beriff  to  go  and  arrest  them,  and  a  special  picked  guard  was  sent  to  arrest  one  of  the 
parties,  and  men  were  sent  to  all  the  other  houses  of  the  parties,  but  they  were  absent 
and  gone.  We  arrested,  tliough,  the  main  man  concerned  in  it,  and  brought  hhn  to 
town  the  next  morning.  We  staid  there  all  night.  I  sent  out  detachmontfi  for  other 
men,  but  they  were  not  found  out,  and  they  never  have  been  found  since.  Most  vigor- 
ous efforts  have  been  ma<le  to  find  them,  but  I  am  satisfied  they  have  leff  the  country. 
One  of  them  has  sold  out  all  his  interest  and  left  the  country.     ,tized  by  vjOOQ 


648         CONDITION   OP   AFFAIRS  IN   THE   SOUTHERN  STATES. 

Queetion,  Have  yon,  as  well  as  the  other  officials  and  the  people  of  Limestone  Conuty, 
takea  every  possible  means  to  secare  the  conviction  of  these  men  if  they  are  guilty? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  county  commissioners'  court — I  do  not  know  that  you  under- 
stand pur  system  of  commissioners'  courts. 

QtieaiUm,  I  do  not. 

Answer,  We  have  a  court—the  prohate  judge  of  the  county — called  the  probate  court, 
and,  as  a  sort  of  staff  officers  of  the  probate  court,  we  have  connty  commissioners  in 
varions  portions  of  the  connty,  who  transact  the  financial  business  of  the  county.  They 
have  to  do  with  roads  and  the  paying  out  of  funds.  That  is  their  main  duty.  They  had, 
as  assistance  to  the  solicitor,  employed  two  of  the  best  lawyers  in  Athens,  General 
Houston  and  Mr.  Luke  Pry  or,  to  prosecute  this  case. 

Question,  General  Houston,  the  old  representative  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  Prior,  a  man  of  eminent  ability? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  among  the  first  lawyers  in  Alabama.  General  Houston  is 
an  ex-congresshian  of  the  old  Congress.  The  commissioners'  court  had  employed  these 
distinguished  lawyers  to  prosecute  the  persecutors  of  Esquire  Weir  for  the  first  outrage 
of  lynching  in  the  spring;  and  these  men,  in  their  last  assault  in  disguise  on  Weir, 
repeatedly,  during  the  time  in  which  they  held  him,  taunted  him  with  that  fact,  saying, 
"Where  is  your  commissioners'  court  now?  What  do  you  think  of  your  coinmis- 
sioners'  court  ?'*  The  people,  in  a  mass  meeting  which  wo  held  in  connection  with  the 
disturbance  in  our  c(muty,  had  adopted  a  resolution  indorsing  the  action  of  tho  com- 
missioners' court  in  employing  counsel. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Have  you  a  copy  of  tl^at  resolution  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not.  I  can  furnish  a  copy  before  I  leave.  It  is  published  in  our 
papers  of  last  week.  You  will  notice  that,  in  the  resolution  ptissed,  there  are  no  names 
called,  or  any  especial  cases  of  outrage  mentioned,  fr6m  the  fact  that  these  parties 
were  at  large,  and  it  was  not  deemed  prudent  to  mention  their  names,  as  they  might 
be  frighten^,  and  we  might  not  then  be  able  to  get  hold  of  them.  It  is  mentioned  in 
a  general  way  on  that  account.  [The  resolution  referred  to  will  be  found  at  the  end  of 
the  testimony  of  this  witness.")  I  have  also,  by  recommendation  of  the  county  meetinfi(, 
spplied,  but  have  not  yet  had  time  to  receive  an  answer,  to  the  g<»vernor  for  a  reward 
for  each  one  of  these  men — the  highest. reward  for  each  one  of  the  parties  connected 
with  the  man  Moore  whom  we  have  arrested.  We  also  took  every  precaution  for  th'o 
nafe-keeping  of  Mr.  Moore,  thinking,  that  if  he  had  any  parties  who  could  render  him 
assistance,  that  they  might  interfere  with  our  jail,  and  we  had  him  transferred  to  the 
Huntsville  jail. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  He  is  here  now,  in  this  city,  in  jail  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  here  now  awaiting  a  prosecution  in  the  case. 

QuesUon,  What  is  the  public  sentiment  of  the  men  of  the  county  of  Limestone  in 
regard  to  these  outrages  committed  by  disguised  men — the  wl\itt/  people  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  there  is  a  great  feeling  of  indignation  upon  the  part  of  the  masses 
of  the  coflnty. 

Question.  When  you  speak  of  masses,  do  you  speak  of  the  people  regardless  of  their 
political  opinions  T 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  politics  in  your  county  of  the  white  men;  republican  or 
democratic  ? 

Answer.  It  is  democratic 

Qtiestion.  Do  republicans  and  democrats  alike  unite  in  denouncing  these  things  and 
taking  all  active  measures  to  put  them  down  ?  * 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  iaeconded  in  my  motions — the  second  mo"we  I  made  in  behalf 
of  Mr.  Weir — very  vigorously  by  Mr.  Lamb,  a  well-known  republican  there.  His  senti- 
ments are  not  concesded  at  all. 

Question.  You  are,  yourself,  a  democrat  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  sheriff  is  a  republican  ? 

Anstoer,  Yes  sir. 

Question,  He  and  you  acted  in  concert  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  in  concert. 

Question.  Do  your  people  generally,  both  democrats  and  republicans,  act  in  concert 
in  sustaining  tho  commissioners'  court  in  employing  counsel  and  in  the  condemnation 
of  lawlessness  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  have  acted  in  thorough  concert. 

Question,  What  is  this  organization  now  in  your  county?    Is  it  Ku-Klux,  or  what 
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Jntwer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  it  consists  of  disgaised  men  who  ue  somewhat  or^nized, 
who  have  banded  together  for  the  purpose  of  horse-thieving,  stealing,  and  thieving 
genially,  and,  whenever  they  have  any  private  or  malicious  purpose  to  carry  out,  for 
assisting  one  another  in  that ;  that  they  are  men  who  do  not  labor,  and  are  disposed  to 
make  their  living  by  preying  upon  the  country.  I  think  the  main  man,  Mr.  Gibson, 
has  beeo  engaged  in  a  clan  of  that  kind  for  some  time,  and  I  think  they  have  taken 
the  disguise  of  what  was  once  called  the  old  Ku-Klux  organization,  to  pami  themselves 
off  as  Ku-Klux,  and  do  their  devilment  in  disguise,  so  that  they  may  not  be  known. 

QwegUon.  Do  you  think  that  they  have  any  body  of  men  acting  with  them  else- 
where through  the  State,  or  adjoining  county,  or  are  thoy  local  f 

AnstDcr,  So  far  as  the  horse-thieving  is  concerned,  I  have  some  information  since  I 
have  come  into  the  solicitor's  office,  that  they  are  aided  by  what  might  be  called  a  line 
of  men  reaching  into  Kentucky,  a  sort  of  courier  line,  for  the  purpose  of  running  out 
good  horses  from  the  better  portions  of  the  country. 

QumUon,  You  have  some  ^ood  horses  there  f 

Answer.  We  have.  It  is  lor  running  them  off.  It  extends  clear  up  into  Ohio.  Since 
I  was  in  the  solicitor's  office  I  have  seen  a  communication  recommending  one  of  these 
men,  who  is  known  as  a  horse-thief— Campbell  Mcintosh — to  some  friend  in  Columbus, 
Ohio,  showing  that  it  runs  some  distance. 

QmaUan,  These  bands  are  now  disguising  themselves  as  a  band  of  plunderers  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quetikm,  Do  you  think  that  in  the  county  of  Limestone  your  State  courts,  with  the 
energy  you  are  now  displaying,  will  be  able  to  put  them  down  and  break  them  up  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so.  We  have  a  good  law  and  I  have  found  no  difficulty  in 
having  it  executed.    This  is  not  the  first  effort  I  have  made  against  disguised  men. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

QmtsH^n^  What  law  do  you  refer  to  as  an  excellent  one  f 

Anmcer,  1  refer  to  the  disguise  law.  I  will  make  an  exceptiou  in  regard  to  that  law 
whieh  I  think  is  a  clog  upon  it ;  that  is,  that  portion  of  it  which  assiuiilates  it  to  the 
law  of  the  old  hundred,  ^as  lawyers,  some  of  yon  will  understand  me,)  in  which  it 
makes  the  county  responsible  for  outrages  committed  whore  parties  are  not  prosecuted; 
and  I  think  it  takes  away  the  motive  lor  vigorous  prosecution  by  the  solicitor. 

By  Mr.  Beck:  9 

Question,  In  other  words,  the  men  in  the  county  do  not  feel  as  zealous  when  they 
have  to  pay  the  damage  themselves  ? 

Antwer,  No,  sir,  it  does  not  stimulate  the  solicitor.  '  The  solicitor  is  entitled  to  $oOO 
if  nobody  is  prosecuted;  I  think  that  paralyzes  the  efforts  of  the  solicitor;  in  other 
words,  it  holds  out  a  reward  to  him  in  the  event  that  nobody  is  found  to  be  prose- 
cuted or  dug  out  and  ferreted  out.  He  says,  here  is  a  chance  to  make  a  fee,  and  that 
operates  on  all  humanity  alike. 

Qv^eatian,  To  make  a  fee  off  of  the  county  f 

Antwer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  :  ' 

Qwetiion,  With  that  exception,  you  think  it  is  a  good  law  T 
Answer,  Yee,  sir,  if  that  portion  were  abolished,  it  would  be  good. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Qnettion,  The  way  it  stands  now  he  is  interested  in  not  having  a  prosecution  f 

AntvBer.  Yes,  sir,  the  solicitor  is. 

Question,  He  makes  money  by  having  the  real  offender  get  away  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  he  does,  and  by  uolM>dy  being  found  out  and  discovered. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

(fuestion.  Here  is  the  law  of  December  26,  1868,  by  the  legislature  of  Alabama. 
[Submitting  Acts  of  1868.]    WiU  you  specify  the  section  you  refer  to  T 

Answer.  [Examining.]  This  is  not  the  law  I  have  reference  to.  Will  you  find  me  the 
law  in  reference  to  lynching,  where  counties  are  responsible  in  civil  suits  where  parties 
are  not  prosecnted  T 

Question,  Is  this  the  law  approved  December  28, 1868  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  to  suppress  murder,  lynching,  and  assaults  and  batteries. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

^^uttion,  Will^you  specify  the  section  f 

Auwer,  Section  eight ;  and  I  think  a  great  deal  depends  on  the  solicitor ;  this  is  the 
^vioon,  (page  462 :)  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  solicitor  to  prosecute  the 
•int  far  the  claims  in  the  name  of  the  widow,  husband,  or  any  one  arraigned,  though  a 
B'iAor,  Cor  which  he  shall  receive  ten  per  ceut.  of  the  amount  recovered. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  What  is  the  value  of  a  life  taken,  a^  fixed  in  that  statute  f 
Anaicer,  Five  thousaud  dollars  is  the  penalty,  and  this  is  the  provision,  where  there 
is  no  prosecution,  where  the  parties  are  not  discovered,  that  the  solicitor  is  entitled  to 
bring  a  suit  upon  the  county,  and  if  the  widow  does  not  prosecute  the  man,  he  is  re- 
quired to  bring  it  in  his  own  name,  so  that  wherever  a  prosecution  is  begun  by  a  solic- 
it4>r  there  is  no  chance  for  a  fee  out  of  the  county ;  in  other  words,  I  think  it  takes  away 
the  stimulus  that  there  would  be  to  the  solicitor  if  he  had  uo  fee.  The  present  law 
gives  a  premium  to  non-prosecution  of  the  real  oflfenders  by  mxkkiug  the  county  re- 
sponsible in  case  there  is  no  prosecution. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
-  Question.  It  takes  away  the  stimulus  to  cat<;h  the  real  offender  f 

Atiswer,  Yes,  sir ;  to  ferret  him  out.  I  will  say  that  our  county  has  had  a  good  rep- 
utatiou,  over  since  the  war,  for  two  or  three  years,  for  law  and  order.  In  justice  to  the 
county  I  suppose  I  ought  'to  say,  while  the  former  solicitor,  my  predecessor,  was  a 
friend  of  mine,  yet  I  do  not  think  ho  ha<l  that  vigorousness,  and  that  energy,  and  that 
firmness  of  nerve  that  a  proscuting  attorney  ought  to  have,  aud  that  was  to  some  exteut 
the  cause  of  the  lawlessness  in  the  county  ;'that  offenders  thought  they  would  go  no- 
prosecuted,  aud  that  they  could  violate  the  law  .with  impunity  where  they  were  not 
prosecuted  with  sufficient  nerve  aud  vim. 

Question.  Are  there  any  organizations  in  that  or  the  ac^joining  counties,  so  far  as  you 
know,  known  asKu-Klux  organizations,  that  have  any  political  bearing? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  The  disguised  men  are  now,  yon  think,  confined  to  a  set  of  lawleas  men, 
who  are  doing  this  for  private  plunder  f 

Answer.  That  is  my  opinion. 

Question.  And  the  good  men  of  all  parties  are  zealously  endeavoring  to  pat  them 
down  T 

Answe)\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  think  they  will  succeed  T 

Anmver.  I  think  they  will ;  I  think  they  have  broken  up  the  last  remains  of  it  now. 

Question.  Either  by  capturing  or  driving  them  away  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  first  effort  I  was  ever  engaged  in  was  some  time  before  I  was 
solicitor,  against  disguised  men.  It  was  a  little  over  a  year  ago.  1  heard  that  dis- 
guised men  were  threatening  the  lives  of  good  citizens  in  those  same  i>ortion3  of  tbe 
county  where  this  affair  occurred,  and  I  went  to  work  voluntarily.  I  was  not  then  so- 
licitor, but  was  a  lawyer,  and  it  was  in  the  neighborhood  where  my  fjirmiug  int-en.sts 
lie.  I  went  to  work  to  find  out  who  they  were  ;  I  h:ul  them  arrested  ;  they  are  in  jail 
now,  and  have  been  for  the  last  twelve  months,  awaiting  trial. 

Question.  Your  county  of  Limestone  adjoins  the  Tennessee  line  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That,  of  course,  adds.some what  to  the  difficulty  of  capture,  by  their  escai>- 
ing  from  your  local  jurisdiction  f 

An»wer.  Yes,  ^ir.  They  cross  frequently  to  get  into  Tennessee,  where  they  think  thoy 
will  not  be  pursued,  but  I  have  had  iheui  pursued ;  I  ha<l  one  captured  in  Tennessee 
by  having  a  reward  offered— a  man  who  I  am  satisfied  from  letters  written  from  him 
is  one  of  these  disguised  men  who  committed  a  murder  in  our  county  upon  one  of  Lis 
own  men.  He  was  captured  in  Tennessee,  aud  brought  down  about  teu  days  ago  to 
our  jail.    His  name  is  Birdsong. 

Question.  As  Mr.  Weir  has  not  yet  arrived,  and  sopo  accident  may  prevent  him  from 
arriving,  we  desire  you  to  state  Mr.  Weir's  account  of  his  own  maltreatment,  and  after 
you  have  done  that,  give  us  your  version  of  tbe  causes  that  led  to  it,  referring  to  the 
first  and  second  maltreatment. 

Answer.  I  will  do  so. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Do  you  think  they  aro  both  connected  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  intimately. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Proceed  to  state  it  all. 

Answer.  Mr.  Weir  made  a  statement  before  the  committin|^  magistrate,  upon  which 
I  have  had  one  of  the  parties  who  was  charged  with  the  last  ill-treatment  arrested.  I 
have  had  a  preliminary  investigation.  He  stated  before  the  magistrate  that  the  first 
maltreatment  of  him  occurred  at  Dr.  Blair's  shop,  at  which  he  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  working  as  a  wood  workman,  fixing  wagons ;  that  he  was  at  homd  one  morning.  I 
think  last  March,  anyhow  some  time  in  the  spring  ;  that  he  received  a  note  from  Mr. 
Frank  Gibson,  telling  him  to  come  down  to  the  shop.  The  note  was  not  in  the  form 
of  a  request,  but  saying,  "  You  come  down  to  the  shop ;  I  want  to  see  you  on  particular 


ALABAMA — SUB-COMMITTEE.  65 1 

bndneaB."  When  he  cot  down  to  the  shop,  there  were  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Gibson,  Mr.  Pink 
JohnsoD,  Mr.  James  Bradford,  Mr.  Bud  Harlan,  aud  three  colored  meu,  one  by  the 
Damti  of  James  Kelley,  aud  I  cannot  think  of  the  other  two.  Tliey  were  at  the  shop. 
Upon  his  arrival  there,  these  parties  I  have  mentioned  came  op  around  him,  and  Mr. 
Moore,  who  was  the  spokesman  of  the  party,  wanted  to  know  of  him  how.ifc  was  about 
that  matter — about  advising  one  of  these  colored  men  to  steal  some  mules  and  ruu 
ftway  with  them.    That  was  one  of  the  accusations  that  they  had  against  him. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

QuesHoiu  Stealin|i;  mules  from  whom  T 

Atmeer,  Stealing  them  from — 1  can't  remember  who,  exactly,  but  I  think  it  was  from 
Moore  and  Blair.  I  am  not  certain^about  tiiat.  That  was  the  accusation,  mentioning 
the  place  and  time,  I  think  upon  the  Fort  Hampton  road ;  that  the  negro  was  to  take 
the  mules  out  of  the  wagon  and  run  off  with  them.  They  brought  an  accusation 
againBt  him  that  he  had  tried  to  influence  Jim  KoUey  and  the  other  colored  men  to 
we  some  mules  and  run  off  with  them ;  that  he  had  tried  to  influence  James  Kelley, 
the  colore  employd  of  Moore  and  Blair,  to  leave  their  service.  Moore  and  Blair,  it 
seems,  kept  a  distillery,  and  this  man  was  employed  about  the  distillery  in  some  shape 
or  form,  I  do  not  remember  what;  but  the  accusation  was  that  he  had  tried  t^  influ- 
ence Jim  Kelley,  a  colored  man,  to  leave  the  service  of  Moore  and  Blair,  or  perhaps  of 
Blair,  for  it  was  in  connection  with  Blair  that  he  mentioned  it,  (for  I  know  that  Moore 
aod  Blair  kept  a  distillery ;)  this  was  a  man  in  the  service  of  Blair. — that  he  said,  '*I 
have  worked  for  Blair^  and  I  know  he  does  not  pay,  for  he  has  not  paid  me." 

By  the  Chaihman  : 
Question.  Who  said  that  f 
Awwer.  Weir,  they  said,  made  that  statement. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  They  accused  him  of  saying  to  the  netro  that  he  ought  to  leave  Blair's  em- 
ployment as  Blair  would  not  pay  him,  because  he,  Weir,  had  worked  for  Blair,  and  Blair 
bad  not  paid  him.  Weir  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  the  accusation  f 

AnsiDer.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  forgotten  all  the  different  accusations  they  brought  against 
him.  After  they  got  through,  they  asked  him  what  he  had  to  say  about  it ;  if  the  accusa- 
tions were  true.  He  said  that  part  of  the  accusation  was  true  and  part  false,  and  . 
Moore  stated  to  him,  '*  You  must  confess  all  of  it,  or  deny  all  of  it."  He  refused  to  do 
any  other  way  than  to  make  a  partial  statement— or  that  which  he  claimed  to  bo  true, 
and  that  which  he  claimed  to  be  false.  He  said  that  meanwhile  they  were  drinking  a 
good  deal ;  they  had  some  brandy  there  from  the  still-house,  and  some  of  them  were 
getting  pretty  well  intoxicated,  and  a  gentleman  who  was  there  present  and  did  not 
fieem  to  be  engaged  with  these  other  parties  present,  came  to  him.  and  told  him  to  get 
away ;  that  there  was  his  horse  out  there;  to  take  him.  Weir  did  not  have  any  horse. 
He  told  him  to  take  his  horse  and  get  away ;  that  these  men  were  drinking,  and  he  would 
get  into  trouble.  Weir  answered,  **  No ;  they  have  brought  false  accusations  against 
me,  and  I  intend  to  light  it  out  right  here."  He  says  that  shortly  after  that  they  got 
anmnd  him,  aud  told  him  to  come  with  them  down  into  the  woods ;  both  the  colored 
men  aud  the  white  men ;  that  two  of  them  had  hickory  withes  in  their  hands ;  Blair 
was  one,  and  I  think  Gibson  was  another,  but  I  am  not  certain.  Blair  had  a  hickory 
withe  in  his  hand  about  four  feet  long  and  about  an  inch  around,  I  think,  at  the  butt 
or  end  of  the  whip  or  withe ;  that  they  led  him  down  into  the  woods  south  of  the  shop 
about  two  hundred  yards,  and  one  of  them  told  him  to  take  off  his  coat,  and  some  of 
the  others  objected  to  it.  Somebody  said  not  to  take  his  coat  off,  and  Moore  said,  "  Yes, 
take  his  coat  off";  his  coat  has  done  no  harm.  His  wife  made  that  coat."  He  said  they 
took  his  coat  off,  and  they  told  the  colored  men  to  whip  him  ;  that  one  of  the  colored 
men,  I  think  Kelley,  expressed  some  little  opposition  to  whipping  him;  and  some  of 
thetn  told  him  to  go  ahead,  and  they  then  hit  him  several  licks. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QmefUon.  The  colored  men  did  t 

Answer.  YgSj  sir,  with  the  withes.  That  when  one  of  the  colored  men  began  to  whip, 
his  objections  to  whipping  seemed  to  have  vanished,  and  he  hit  him  several  licks  with 
Ma  wfthe,  but  did  not  whip  him  as  hard  as  some  of  the  white  men  did  afterwards. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Qmmtion.  Was  it  represented  that  the  others  whipped  him  f 
^  Y<^  sir;  that  several  of  them  took  up  the  withes  and  whipped  him. 

By  the  Chairman  :  ^  GoOqIc 

White  men  T  «         '  d 
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Anstoer*  Yes,  sir,  white  men  and  colored  men. 

Queatimi,  Was  this  Mr.  Weir  a  white  man  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A  justice  of  the  peace  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  He  said  upon  his  getting  up— they  had  not  whippe<l  him  very 
much  at  first — that  they  then  took  him  ap  and  put  his  clothes  on  him,  and  Gibson  re- 
marked, "  He  looks  like  he  was  mad.  I  think  you  had  better  give  him  8(»mo  more,"  and 
that  he  and  Blair  then  hit  him  several  licks  that  he  could  see.  They  sort  of  jerked  his 
coat  over  his  liead  without  taking  it  off,  and  Gibson  and  Blair  hit  him  several  licks — 
pretty  severe  licks.  I  do  not  think  he  said  they  broke  the  skin,  but  I  do  not  remember  about 
that.  He  said  after  they  let  him  up  they  asked  him  if  he  was  willing  to  confess  what 
he  had  done.  He  said  lie  was,  and  he  went  on.  That  was  all  of  that  transaction  with 
him. 

Question.  Did  ho  proceed  to  make  a  confession  or  statement  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  confessed  to  them  before  they  went  away. 

Question,  What  did  he  confess  f 

Answer.  Ho  said  he  would  confess  all  of  their  statement»— all  their  accusations  under 
^  these  circumstances. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  All  of  the  accusations  you  have  stated  before  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He- seemed  to  have  got  a  little  afraid  about  making  the  complaiut 
afterward.  I  do  not  know  who  made  it,  butj  I  think  it  was  made  by  some  citizens. 
It  was  taken  cognizance  of  by  the  commissioner's  court  and  brought  before  the  probate 
court,  said  these  parties  were  immediately  arrest'Cd  as  soon  as  the  complaint  was  made. 
They  gave  bond  to  appear  at  the  next  court,  and  they  have  been  prosecuted  ever  since. 
The  case  has  never  been  tried  y^t.  It  has  been  before  two  terms  of  the  probate  court 
and  not  tried. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  Weir  able  to  identify  aU  the  parties,  white  and  black  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  in  the  day-time.  They  were  not  disguised;  and  he  knew 
them  all.  x 

Question.  On  the  preliminary  examination  did  they  pretend  to  deny  his  statement 
outright  t 

Anstoer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  about  their  denial  of  it.  They  had  counsel,  and  were 
,  defended.  I  do  not  know  about  it.  I  never  heard  whether  they  denied  or  confessed 
it.    You  mean  on  the  preliminary  examination  t 

Question,  Ye6,  sir. 

Answer.  A  preliminary  examination  has  never  taken  place  on  that  outrage.  There 
has  "been  a  preliminary  examination  ui>on  the  last  outrage,  as  to  one  of  the  parties 
whom  I  charged  myself.  Mr.  Weir  never  charged  him,  but  I  had  taken  it,  and  I  had 
the  suspicion  that  a  party  living  in  this  county,  by  the  name  of  Smith,  Wiw  eonne'ct^d 
with  it,  and  I  had  him  charged  myself.  That  was  the  preliminary  examination  that 
has  taken  place. 

Question.  What  I  wished  to  inquire  of  you  was  how  they  could  be  bound  over  to 
court  to  answer  this  charge  without  a  preliminary  examination  ? 

Answer,  Well,  before  our  probate  court  they  waived  a  preliminary  examination,  and 
just  gave  bond  to  appear  before  the  probate  court.  That  was  upon  the  first  maltreat- 
ment. 

By  Mr.  BIjcki^ey  : 

Question.  Do  yon  recollect  the  amonnt  of  bond  required  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  it  was  $600.  I  remember  SGOO  was  the  bond  of  Blair.  Our 
probate  court  has  jurisdiction  over  cases  of  that  kind,  except  where  appeals  are  takea 
to  a  jury.  If  they  demand  a  jury  the  probate  court  binds  over  to  the  circuit  court,  b«t 
the  probate  court  has  now  jurisdiction  of  the  case.  The  State  has  been  ready,  I  believe, 
every  time,  but  owing  to  the  absence  of  witnesses  the  probate  judge  continued  the 
case. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  continuances  been  grante<l  upon  an  application  of  the  defendants  or 
some  of  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so. 

Question.  So  the  original  outrage  has  never  been  brought  to  trial  yet  ? 

Answer.  It  has  not.  The  last  time,  I  believe,  the  State  continued  it  from  the  fact 
that  we  had  Mr.  Moore  here  in  jail,  and  it  was  inconvonieut.  Wo  did  not  want  to  sep- 
arate. That  was  the  idea.  The  State  concluded  not  to  separate  them,  for  fear  they 
might  swear  for  each  other,  as  accomplices,  aud  we  could  not  get  him  down  there  in  time 
from  this  jail,  and  we  concluded  to  contiuue  it.  The  first  time,  I  think,  it  waACoci- 
tinned  by  the  defendant,  the  last  time  by  the  State.  ^ 
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Quaiion,  Do  I  nnderstand  you  to  say  this  original  outrage  occarred  in  Match  last  f 
Afuwer,  I  will  not  atten^it  to  be  accurate  about  the  time,  but  I  think  i tvas  in  the 
^riBg,  probably  in  March. 

By  Mr.  Bkck  : 

QmbHoiu  Go  on  and  complete  your  statement  of  the  other  outrage,  and  what  brought 
(hat  about.  State  what  he  said  upon  that  subject.  Give  bis  statement  tlrst  and  then 
your  own. 

An9wer,  Now  I  cannot  state  to  you  what  transpired,  of  my  own  knowledge,  of  course. 
He  says  he  was  at  home  on  Sunday  morning. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

(iiu$tion,  Sunday  morning,  bow  long  since  f 

Anttber.  About  the  10th  of  September  last.  That  he  had  just  gotten  into  his  house, 
coming  from  across  Elk  River  at  Mr.  Lentz's.  He  said  he  had  been  there  about  half  an 
hoar ;  that  he  had  his  coat  and  hat  off ;  he  was  quite  warm  in  walking ;  he  was  sitting 
in  tiie  house  in  a  careless  kind  of  way ;  that  bis  wife  exclaimed,  *'  La,  Mr.  Weir,''  in  a 
sorprised,  excited  manner,  **  there  are  some  disguised  men  in  the  yard.''  lie  looked 
around  and  saw  they  were  close  to  his  house — five  of  them ;  that  they  came  up,  and 
two  of  them  drew  their  pistols,  and  presented  them  toward  him,  and  they  took  hold 
one  at  each  arm,  and  hurried  him  off  in  the  direction  of  the  woods ;  that  they  took  him 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  1  think,  and  mounted  him  upon  a  horse,  and  blindfolded  him 
wiiik  the  cap,  as  he  thought,  of  one  of  the  disguised  men,  or  the  hood  of  the  horse,  I 
have  forgotten  which,  but  it  was  one  of  the  two;  they  blindfoldeil  him,  and  circled 
about  in  the  womls  a  good  deal.  Finally  after  carrying  him,  as  he  thought,  about  a 
mile,  some  of  them  said  something  about  hanging  him,  and  they  put  a  rope  arouud  hi 9 
neck  and  hung  him  up  for  a  little  while,  until  he  became  almost  unconscious.  They 
then  restored  him  to  his  horse,  and  started  in  a  direction  he  did  not  know  through  the 
woods,  occasionally  coming  to  open  places,  as  ho  could  tell  by  the  light. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  the  rope  broke  at  that  time  when  they  hang  him  f 
Jnttper.  1  think  that  was  the  second  time  they  hung  him.  They  then  carried  him, 
as  be  said,  through  the  woods,  and  after  they  got,  as  he  thought,  about  two  miles,  they 
disDioimted  again  and  carried  him  up  near  a  tree.  He  said  he  could  see  the  base  of 
the  tree.  They  put  a  rope  around  his  neck  and  showed  him  the  lower  end  of  the  rope, 
which  was  down  at  his  feet,  and  they  hung  him  up  again  there  a  little.  All  this  time, 
ba  nid,  they  were  talking  to  him  about  bis  appearing  as  a  witness  at  court.  • 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Quettion,  About  his  appearinjg  as  a  witness  against  them  T 

Angwer.  And  about  his  leaving  the  county  so  as  not  to  be  here  at  court.  He  says 
tiiat  at  the  second  hanging  he  was  lifted  off  the  ground,  and  became  unconscious  lor 
a  little  while,  and  the  first  thing  he  knew  was  a  roan  putting  his  hand  under  his  back, 
at  he  was  lying  on  the  ground,  and  raising  him  to  his  feet.  I  think  this  was  the  time 
tfaat  this  man  whisperetl  to  him,  "  They  will  not  kill  you."  All  this  time  tbe^  would 
^eqnently  ask  him  if  he  was  willing  to  leave  the  country,  and  my  recollection  is  he 
woud  state  he  was  in  the  hands  of  the  law.  After  this  second  hanging,  in  which,  he 
■lya,  he  became  unconscious,  they  seemed  to  have  some  consultation  together,  and 
tliey  seemed,  from  what  they  said,  to  have  a  division  of  sentiment  as  to  what  they 
would  do  with  him.  One  of  them  said,  **  If  you  won't  do  what  I  want  you  to  do,  I  will 
have  Bothinff  more  to  do  with  it."  Meanwhile  he  had  recognized  the  voices  of  Mr. 
Moore,  Fraak  Gibson,  and  Pink  Johnson. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
i^metUon,  Was  this  the  same  Johnson  you  have  mentioned  before  f 
Jbwwer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  same  Johnson. 

By  ihe  Chairman  : 
Qit€8ti<nu  The  same  men  who  were  concerned  in  the  original  outrage  f 
An9W€T»  Yes,  sir.  These  were  the  same,  bat  not  the  whole  of  them.    They  raised  him 
le  hiA  feet  a  second  time.    I  repeat,  that  I  may  connect  it.    There  seemed  to  be  a 
tiviflkMi  in  counsels.    Finally,  they  came  and  raised  him  up  again,  but  not  off  his  feet 
It  that  time.    He  said  they  j  ast  simply  tightened  the  rope  on  his  neck. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  That  was  after  the  reply  that  hfi  was  in  the  hands  of  the  law  f 
Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 
<f«usfioit.  Had  he  been  bound  over  by  the  magistrate  that  had  bailed  these  men,  to 
— "~  wm  a  witness  at  court  f  ^ 
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Anew^.YeSf  sir ;  an  attachment  bad  been  issned  by  the  probate  Jndge,  not  magis- 
trate, for  pm,  and  hb  was  required  to  give  bond  to  the  probate  jndge  sitting  in  term 
tinio. 

QueatUm.  Was  the  sheriff  on  that  bt>nd  as  snrety  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Qiitsiion,  I  understand   yon  to  say  they  bailed  him,  for  fear  he  might,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  threats  and  intimidation,  leave  the  country? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  After  the  second  hanging  they  put  him  on  horseback  again,  and 
carried  him  in  the  direction  which  afterward  turned  out  to  be  that  of  the  Tennessee 
River.  When  he  got  near  there  they  raised  up  the  hood  partially  from  his  face,  so  that 
he  could  see  the  open  river  in  front  of  him.  They  asked  him  whei:o  he  was.  He  said 
that  was  the  Tennessee  River.  They  then  dismounted  near  the  bank  of  the  river  and 
took  the  hood  off  of  his  face,  and  tied  a  band  around  his  eyes,  and  two  of  them  led 
him  out  in  the  river.'  After  they  had  carried  him  out  some  sixty  or  seventy-live  yards, 
probably,  from  the  bank,  they  ducked  him  several  times,  aud  m  this  ducking  process 
the  bandage  came  from  his  eyes,  and  hd  could  see  upon  the  bank,  and  he  there  discov- 
ered Mr.  Moore  and  Frank  Gibson,  and  that  the  two  men  who  had  hold  of  him  were 
George  Peace — ^there  a  new  name  comes  in — and  Pink  Johnson. 

^  QMstion,  Were  they  undisguised  t 

'  Amtoer.  Yes,  sir,  they  were  stripped ;  that  is,  the  two  in  the  river  were  stripped ;  bnt 
of  the  two  on  the  bank  Moore  had  his  mask  off  of  his  face,  but  had  his  disguise  npan 
his  person. 

By  the  Cuairmj^  : 

QH€8ti<m,  Who  beside  Moore  was  on  the  bank  f 

Answer,  Gibson,  After  talking  for  some  time,  they  carried  him  back  to  the  bank, 
and  Moore  came  np  aud  told  him  that  he  must  leave  the  country,  and  asked 
him  if  he  would  agree  to  leave  it,  and  what  ho  would  do  in  regard  to  leaving 
it.  After  a  while,  he  was  talking  to  Moore,  and  Gibson  came  up  and  carried  him 
out  into  the  river  a  second  time,  in  connection  with  Johnson,  I  think,  and  ducked 
him  again.  This  last  ducking  was  pretty  severe,  and  he  become  right  smartly 
exhausted  in  it.  The  first,  he  said,  did  not  strangle  him  aoy,  bnt  the  last,  he  said, 
exhausted  his  breath  considerably.  They  then  went  back  to  the  bank,  aud  Moore 
took  him  again,  and  said,^  "  When  we  started  oiit  we  intended  to  kill  yon,  Squire  Weir, 
^but  we  have  determined  not  to  do  it.  We  will  save  your  life,  but  it  must  be  on  con- 
'ditions  th^t  you  and  your  family  will  not  appear  against  us  at  court.''  He  told  him 
he  would  do  so ;  he  would  make  that  promise.  They  then  brought  his  clotlies  and  put 
them  on  him,  and  started  in  a  direction  which  was  rather  easterly,  I  think.  It  was 
then,  I  think,  gettinz  about  dark — quite  dark — when  they  left  that  point.  They  carried 
him  to  a  house  which  he  afterward  discovered  was  (jibson's  house;  carried  him  up 
stairs  and  put  him  in  a  room  and  sent  him  some  supper.  Moore  got  a  chain  and  put  it 
around  his  leg  and  chained  him  to  the  bed-post,  and  left  him  tnere  and  went  down. 
He  said  the  chain  held  him  so  he  could  not  get  away,  and  they  went  down  the  steps. 
He  ate  his  supper  and  slept  during  the  night,  occasionally  waking  up  and  looking 
around  to  see  what  he  could  see,  and  two  of  them  were  in  the  room,  he  supposed  to 
guard  him.  He  staid  there  all  night.  The  next  morning  he  asked  for  a  pencil  and 
aper  to  write  upon  the  subject  of  his  family  leaving,  and  wrote  to  his  wife,  informing 
.er  that  he  was  alive,  and  giving  her  instructions  for  her  and  his  daughter  to  go  away 
out  of  the  country ;  that  it  would  be  important  for  them  to  do  so  if  they  valued  his  life. 
They,  said  they  would  take  it  to  his  family.  Meanwhile,  he  said  that  Gibson  had  ^one 
off  at  night,  l  will  return  a  little  to  the  narrative.  Gibson,  who  had  gone  off  at  m^t, 
came  back  next  morning,  and  seemed  very  much  agitated.  Ho  says  to  Moore,  *'llie 
people  are  up  about  this  thing,"  and  he  seemed  to  be  very  much  excited  when  he  told 
him.  Moore  said,  in  a  very  careless  kind  of  way,  **  I  don't  mind  them.  If  I  had  the 
Smith  boys  here  I  could  whip  out  that  sqnad."  Gibson  told  him  it  was  a  more  serious 
thing  than  he  thought ;  that  it  was  a  considerable  squad  of  men  that  were  lookinc  for 
him,  and  I  think  he  mentioued  my  name  or  the  sheriffs.  I  am  not  certain  about  tnat. 
He  said  they  seemed  to  get  into  a  hnrry,  and  took  him  in  an  easterly  direction.  Ho 
asketl  where  they  were  going  to  tsike  him,  and  Moore  said  they  were  going  to  take  him 
to  Lawrence  County,  to  Smith's ;  tliat  he  would  be  safe  there.  He  said,  "  We  will  not 
hurt  you ;  we  will  treat  you  well,  but  simply  want  to  hold  you  until  after  court.**  The 
court  was  due  the  following  Monday.  This  was  about  five  days  before  court.  Mean- 
while Gibson  and  Johnson  left,  leaving  none  but  him  and  Moore  and  a  feUow  who 
seeuiH  to  have  come  to  them,  and  Moore  had  stated  to  bin)  one  of  their  men,  meaning 
men  of  my  party,  hod  come  to  them.    We  afterward  found  it  was  B[iram  Higgins. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

ettejtton.  He  was  one  of  you*  squiMlf  ..,Dia^^ed by  _ v^^^.^ 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.     He  says  that  this  man  was  along  with  Moore,  and  mdrhot  seem  to 
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do  anvtbing,  but  Moore  told  them  both  to  follow  him ;  they  finally  both  started  with 
him,  Moore  winding  abont  through  the  woods  and  taking  up  about  three  miles  from 
town  at  a  house  out  in  the  barrens,  where  they  got  din'ner.  Meanwhile  Moore  told  him 
he  was  released,  and  he  could  go  anywhere  that  he  wanted  to. 

Question.  Was  he  then  still  cQsgnised  f 

Answer,  No,  sir  ;  he  had  taken  off  his  di8<nii8e  and  wrapped  it  up  in  his  overcoat  and 
put  it  on  his  horse.  He  was  disguised  on  the  bank  of  the  river ;  all  except  his  face. 
m  bad  on  a  red  disguise,  a  kind  of  overall  or  cloak  over  his  person,  and  some  kind  of 
a  cloak  wrapping  over  his  shoulders. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
OwsHan,  On'what  day  was  it  Moore  told  Weir  he  could  go  anywhere  he  was  a  mind 

AHswer,  Tuesday,  about  10  o'clock,  I  think. 
By  Mr.  Beck: 

Quezon,  How  did  young  Higffins  happen  to  fall  in  with  him  f 

Answer.  I  have  investigated  Higgins's  case.  I  intended  to  make  him  an  accomplice, 
bat  Higgins,  I  found,  had  been  drinking  all  the  time  he  was  with  mo.  He  had  gotten 
liqnor  at  the  distillery.  His  statement  was  corroborated  by  good  witnesses  that  he 
haid  gotten  drunk,  and  in  staggering  about  with  a  man  named  Yarborough,  who  was 
ao  old  companion  in  the  army,  they  having  ^ot  drunk  together,  they  ha^  fallen  into 
this  place  of  Gibson's,  which  had  formerly  belonged  to  Tarboron^h's  father.  He  says 
that  about  night  he  found  himself  off  of  his  mule  and  down  on  his  back,  and  his  mule 
lying  close  by  near  the  path.  As  he  was  looking  up  his  mule,  hallooing  about,  ndt 
knowing  where  he  was,  he  made  some  little  noise  and  he  saw  a  man  coming  along  the 
path.  He  started  to  get  on  his  mule  to  go  off  and  this  man  halted  him  and  told  him 
he  most  go  with  him.  He  recon^nized  his  face  in  the  dark  to  be  Moore's,  and  he  saw  he 
was  in  a  pretty  tight  place,  and  concluded  to  say  nothing  about  it  and  just  stay  with 
him  oniil  Moore  told  him  he  was  released.  Mr.  Weir,  in  his  account,  does  not  say 
anything  about  it,  except  the  simple  fact  that  he  saw  Mr.  Higgins,  and  that  he  was 
along  with  Mr.  Moore  on  Tuesday,  but  for  what  purpose  h^  did  not  know.  He  did  not 
make  complaint  against  Mr.  Higgins,  and  I  did  not  know  about  Mr.  Higgins  being 
connected  with  it  at  all  until  he,  Higgins,  told  it. '  He  had  told  it  to  other  parties,  and 
it  got  out  in  that  way.  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  Higgins,  from  all  the  cor- 
roborating circumstances  I  had  got,  was  truthful  in  his  testimouy— that  he  had  gotten 
drunk  and  fallen  in  with  him.  Wliile  I  hod  char/jod  him  with  beiiij;  an  accomplice 
and  badhiia  arrested,  I  intended  to  make  a  State  witness  of  him,  and  do  yet^s  far  as 
he  knows,  and  released  him  with  that  intention. 

Questioit.  You  have  given  us  substantially  the  statement  of  Weir  as  you  recollect  it 
aU-jQt  tliu  whole  thing  I 

Jnmoer,  Yen,  sir. 

jQnestion,  Now  if  you  have  any  views  of  your  own  you  can  state  them. 

Answer.  I  think  i  have  about  stated  the  whole  thing.  I  think  the  last  transaction 
was  a  combination  to  prevent  him  from  pursuiuj^  them  any  further  in  prosecuting 
theuL  Alter  the  probate  judge  and  county  commissioners  liad  employed  counsel  and 
exhibited  the  intention  of  prosecuting  them  vigorously  they  became  alarmed,' and  Weir 
b«iiig  the  only  witness,  they  formed  a  combination  to  get  rid  of  his  testimouy.  We 
hare  already  in  the  Jail  there  now  five  disguised  men  whom  we  have  held  for  prosecu- 

tiOD. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

(luesiion.'  Captain  Coleman,  I  will  ask  you  to  state  the  standing  in  your  Qommuuity 
of  these  parties,  Moore,  Gibsan,  Johnson,  Bradford,  and  Harlan. 

Au$wer.  Well,  sir,  they  stand  badly. 

Qnestian,  What  was  their  standing  before  tbev  were  implicated  in  the  violence  to 
WeirT  "    , 

Answer.  They  stood  badly  before. 

Question.  Are  they  men  of  property  t 
•  Amswer.  Gibson  is  the  only  man  ot  property  among  them. 

Qae^Uon.  What  was  his  business  I 

Answer.  Farming. 

QwsHon.  What  was  Moore's  business? 

Answer.  Bistilliug.  He  had  a  distillery.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  owned  it  as  a 
partner  or  just  attended  %o  it  and  rec^ved  a  portion  of  the  profits.  I  expect  he  was  a 
partner. 

Question.  Wl^at  was  Johnson's  business  f 

AnsKcr.  .1  think  he  was  a  farmer. 

Qwstion.  Did  he  own  the  land  he  oecupied  f  C^  r\r\n]t> 

Amwfo:  I  do  not  think  he  did.  ^'9'^'^^^  by  VjUU^ie 

iiuHwn.  Was  he  a  tenant? 
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Answer.  I  tbink  he  was.    I  do  Dot  know.    I  think  he  lived  on  Mr.  Gilbert's  place, 
formerly  occnpied  by  bis  son — I  have  for^tten  his  name — I  think  Thomaa  Gilbert. 
Question.  What  was  Mr.  Bradford's  bnsiuess  f 
Answer,  A  funner-;-a  renter.    I  think  he  worked  under  Gibson. 
Question,  What  was  Harlan's  occapation  t 
Answer,  1  could  not  say.    I  do  not  think  it  was  anything. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question,  Just  there,  as  to  the  distillery.    What  kind  of  a  concern  was  it— of  what 
magnitude  t 
Ansufer,'  Well,  sir,  it  vras  a  right  sharp  little  country  distillery. 

By  the  Chaikman  : 
Question,  Was  it  a  licensed  distillery  f 

Answer.  Not  licensed  by  the  United  States.  I  am  prosecuting  them  now  for  viola- 
tion of  that  law. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question,  How  much  was  it  making  per  dayf 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  they  would  make  a  day.    I  know  very  little  about  it 
Question,  Did  they  make  it  from  com  t 

Answer.  1  think  mostly  from  apples ;  tome  com  I  reokon,  but  mostly  apple-brandy. 
Question.  Would  they  make  a  barrel  a  day  f 
Answer.  Tes,  sir,  I  expect  they  would. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  These  parties  you  say  have  been  indicted  for  illicit  distilling  f 
Answer.  Tes,  sir  ;  Moore  and  Blair  have. 

By  the  Cuairman  : 

Question.  1  was  about  asking  you  what  Blair's  occupation  was,  but  I  suppose  his 
occupation  has  been  connected  with  this  distillery  t 

Anstoer,  I  do  not  know  of  any  other  occupation. 

Question,  Were  there  any  other  white  men  besides  those  I  have  enumerated  cob- 
ceroed  in  either  of  these  transactions  f 

Answer.  Moore,  Gibson,  Johnson,  Bradford,  and  Blair.  Did  I  mention  in  that  last 
^transaction  a  man  named  Boyce  ? 

Question.  I  think  not. 

Answer.  Samuel  Boyce  was  implicated,  also  George  Peace. 

Question.  Who  was  Boyce  and  what  was  his  occupation  T 
.  Answer.  I  could  not  state.    I  do  not  know  what  it  is.    Ho  is  one  of  the  hangers-on 
of  Moore— a  striker. 

QuestUm,  Were  these  three  colored  men,  of  whom  you  have  spoken,  in  the  employ- 
ment of  any  of  these  white  men  f 

Answer.  Tbey  were  in  the  employment,  I  think,  of  Moore  and  Blair. 

Question,  Does  the  testimony  show  that  they  acted  under  duress,  or  were  tbey  will- 
ing participants  f    I  refer  now  to  the  iirst  whipping. 

Answer,  'Mr.  Weir  says  they  were  rather  under  duress.  Ho  says  they  were  unwill- 
ing at  first,  but  the  man  Jim  Kelly,  through  being  unwilling  at  first,  afberwanis 
seemed  to  have  gone  into  it  pretty  willingly,  and  to  have  whipped  him  nretty  vigor- 
ously. They  have  been  arrested— one  of  them  has.  Tbe  other  two  ran  off  immediately 
afterwards. 

Question,  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  the  entire  correctness  of  Mr.  Weir's  state- 
ment to  you  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Is  he  a  roan  in  good  standing  f 

Anamer,  Well,  sir,  in  regard  to  uis  veracity,  I  think  he  is.  Ho  is  a  dissipated  man ; 
a  poor  man,  and  a  dissipated  man.  •  Ho  has  been  exceedingly  dissipated ;  but  so  far  as 
his  integrity  and  his  truth  are  concerned  I  know  nothing  to  his  detriment. 

Question,  How  long  has  he  resided  in  Limestone  (7ounty  t 

Answer,  He  has  been  i-esidin^  there  since  the  close  of  the  war.    I  do  not  know  bow  ^ 
much  longer.    I  have  known  him  only  since  the  war.  • 
.  Question,  Where  did  he  come  from  when  he  settled  in  Limestone  County  f 

Answer.  I  think  he  came  from  Lauderdale  there,  but  I  think  his  original  home  was 
Ui  East  Tennessee. 

Questiott.  He  was  bom  and  raised,  then,  yon  understand,  in>he  South  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Then  he  was  not  obnoxious  to  the  oommunily  generally  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  would  not  say  that  he  was. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  any  of  these  outrages  are  oountenanoed  by  any  portion 
of  your  community  T  Digitized  b 
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Antwer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  a  man  in  the  community,  even  before  I  became  solici- 
tor, when  they  wonld  have  talked  to  me,  I  suppose,  more  freely,  countenance  them  in 
the  least— either  of  the  transactions ;  in  fact  Moore  was  a  candidate  for  sheriff,  and  I 
think  it  broke  down  what  little  popularity  he  had,  if  any. 

QutsiUm.  You  say  Moore  was  a  candidate  for  sheriff? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  and  I  know  that  Moore  had  been  pretty  vigorous  against  disguised 
men,  and  I  thought  at  the  time  he  was  a  good  man.  About  a  year  ago  he  helpid  the 
sheriff  and  helped  myself  put  down  some  more  disguised  men,  who  wore  threatening 
marder,  and  destruction,  and  ii^jury  to  the  conntry.  He  had  co-operated  with  me,  aad 
I  thought  him  a  firm,  good  citizen ;  but  after  tlfls  transaction  I  became  satisfied  that  he 
was  not.  I  had  been  influential  in  getting  him  to  run  for  sheriff,  thinking  him  an 
honest  man  and  a  good  citizen.  He  is  a  firm  man,  but  demoralized  by  whisky  and  a 
chronic  disposition  to  crime. 

QuesHott,  What  were  Weir's  politics  at  that  time? 

Answer,  Weir,  I  think,  has  voted  the  republican  ticket  all  along,  but  I  am  not 
certain. 

Question,  Was  he  a  soldier  in  the  war  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  ho  was  not  a  soldier. 

Question.  What  were  the  politics  of  Moore  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  tbat  he  had  any. 

Qiuestuni.  When  he  was  a  candidate  for  sheriff,  on  which  ticket  did  he  seek  the  nomi- 
nation? 

Anstcer,  He  did  not  seek  the  nomination  of  either  party.  He  was  an  independent 
candidate.  , 

Question.  Yon  do  not  know  with  which  party  he  votes  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Or  which  party  claims  him  ? 

Answer,  I  asked  him  if  he  wonld  go  before  the  democratic  convention  for  nomination; 
he  said  he  wonld  not ;  he  was  opp^ed  to  a  convention.  • 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
^    QuesUon,  About  what  time  was  this  ? 

Answer,  About  two  or  three  months  ago.  He  did  not  seek  the  votes  of  either  party. 
He  wanted  to  be  independent,  and  he  thought  he  was  popular  with  aU. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  You  belong  to  the  democratic  party  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  am  a  ^mocrat. 

Question,  From  whose  appoiiUment  do  yon  derive  your  office  as  county  solicitor  f 
Answer.  From  the  appointment  of  Judge  Clark,  circuit  Judge. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question*  Is  he  a  democrats 

Answer,  No,  sir;  he  is  a  republican.  I  think  both  our  county  and  circuit  Judges  are 
classed  with  the  republican  party,  although  they  do  not  say  much  about  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  are  Mr.  Gibson's  politics? 

Answer.  Well,  slr^  I  oould  not  sav.  He  is  one  of  that  loose  kind  of  men  who  have 
Teiy  little  to  say  about  politics.  I  do  not  know  chat  he  ever  took  any  decided  stand 
erne  way  or  the  other. 

Question.  What  are  the  politics  of  Johnson  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  state. 

Que»Hon.  Of  Bradford  ? 
^    Answer.  I  could  not  state.    I  think  they  were  all  low  down  men,  who  had  very  little 
to  do  with  politics,  or  thought  of  politics,  one  way  or«the  other. 

QuesHon.  Of  Harlan  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  his  i>olitic8. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  politics  of  Blair? 

Answer.  I  expect  Blair  is  a  democrat,  but  I  never  heard  him  say  how  he  voted. 

Question.  This  last  man,  Boyce,  what  were  his  politics  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  his  |>olitics. 

Question.  Yon  had  no  previous  acquaintance  with  these  men  except  Moore — ^Moore, 
and  Qibeon,  and  Blair  ? 

Answer.  Bradford  also  I  knew  slightly,  but  just  simply  as  a  man  living  in  the  county. 

Question,  Yon  had  not  l)oen  a  candidate  for  office  and  soliciting  votes,  and  so  knowing 
the  views  of  the  people  ? 

Answer,  I  had  been  a  candidate  for  superintendent  of  education,  but  it  was  an  office 
upon  which  parties  did  not  divide,  and  I  knew  nothing  of  their  political  sentiment, 
lliere  was  no  opposition  on  the  republican  side ;  there  was  no  contest  about  it.    It  was 

42  A 
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not  regarded  as  a  political  office.  I  had  never  been  a  candidate.  I  never  received  any 
snffirages  for  solicitor,  the  only  office  I  hold. 

Question,  Did  the  testimony  show  that  the  politicsof  Weir  had  any  connection  what- 
ever with  either  of  these  ontraees ;  was  it  mentioned  as  a  circumstance  in  the  ease  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  at  all.  Mr.  Weir  emphatically  so  stated  to  me.  I  asked  him 
particularly  as  soon  as  I  came  into  the  office  of  solicitor.  I  had  an  interview  with  him 
two  or  three  days  afterward.  I  wanted  to  know  if  anything  of  the  kind  was  goin^on 
in  the  county  from  political  influence.  He  told  me  explicitly  that  politics  had  notlnne 
to  do  with  it,  and  he  thonghf  it  all  originated  from  a  personal  affair  between  him  and 
William  S.  Blair. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Judge  Minnis,  who  was  a  witness  before  the  committee,  and  has  spoken  in  • 
praise  of  the  action  of  the  citizens  of  Limestone  County  in  connection  with  this  case, 
When  asked  if  he  thought  politics  had  anything  to  do  with  the  whipping  of  Weir,  re- 
plied that  he  thought  politics  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  further  than  to  this  extent, 
that  the  men  who  committed  the  outrage  telt  that  they  might  take  advantage  of  the 
prejudice  existing  in  that  county  against  republicans  to  commit  the  outrage  upou 
Weir  when  they  would  not  have  felt  at  liberty  to  do  it  if  Weir  bad  been  deemed  a 
democrat  in  good  standing. 

Answer,  It  may  be  that  these  men,  not  being  intelligent  men,  and  not  being  well  in- 
formed, may  have  miscounted  the  sentiment — may  have  misinterpreted  and  miscon- 
stmed  the  sentiment  of  the  county.  The  sentiment  of  the  county,  as  exhibited  since, 
certainly  shows  that  they  did.  They  may  have  thought  that  there  ^Ais  snch  a  preja- 
diee,  and  they  could  commit  such  an  offense  with  impunity,  and  not  be  prosecuted.  Bat 
the  result  shows  they  were  most  wofully  mistaken. 

Question,  Mr.  Weir  was  a  Justice  of  the  peace  during  the  war  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  since  the  war.    He  was  made  so  under  the  State  election. 

Question,  Was  he  not  made  a  justice  of  the  peace  Immediately  after  the  close  of  the 
war  by  Governor  Parsons  f 

Answer,  No ;  I  think  about  the  time  the  officers  we  have  now  went  in. 

Question,  I  think  Judge  Minnis  stated  that  he  thought  Weir  was  made  a  Justice  of 
tlie  peace  by  Governor  Smith,  who'  succeeded  Governor  Fatten  f 

Ansvber,  It  may  have  been  under  Governor  Smith.  He  was  made  a  Justice  of  the 
peace,  but  he  was  not  certainly  under  Governor  Parsons,  and  not  under  Governor  Pat- 
ton.  I  think  he  had  become  a  justice  of  the  peace  under  Governor  Smith's  adminis- 
tration. • 

By  the  Chairman: 

Qicesf ion..  Yon  have  stated  in  your  examination  that,  within  eighteen  months  past, 
several  outrages  have  been  committed  upon  individuals.  Were  they  generally  com- 
mitted by  men  in  disguise,  banded  togetner  T 

Answer,  Some  of  them  were.  One  murder  was  committed  by  Birdsong;  that  was  not 
in  disguise.  One  assault  and  arrest  of  a  party  was  committed  by  eight  disguised  men 
about  twelve  or  sixteen  months  ago.    That  is  the  first  prosecution  I  mentioned. 

Question,  Can  you  tell  how  long  ago  it  was  T 

Answer,  I  can  be  accurate.    It  was  last  September,  a  year  ago. 

QuesHon,  Go  on  with  your  statement  or  catalogue  of  offenses  committed  within  that 
period  f 

Answer.  There  was  one  man  killed  about  two  months  ago.  m  the  northwestern  portion 
of  o\ir  county,  and  in  a  few  days  after  that  his  slayer  w«s  killed.  The  first  killing  was 
a  personal  difficulty,  at  which  I  was  present  myself,  and  saw  him  shot 

By  Mr.  Beck: 
Questim,  Were  they  disguised  I 

Answer,  No,  sir.  The  last  man  who  was  killed  was  said  to  have  been  killed  by  dis 
gnised  men. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Qu/SSiMm,  You  mean  the  slayer  f 

Aiwwer,  Yes.  sir ;  Burrus  was  his  name. 

Quetition,  Whom  had  he  killed  f 

Answer,  He  had  killed  his  cousin,  named  Strange. 

Question.  That  was  a  private  feud,  I  nuderstand  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  many  were  concerned  in  the  taking  off  of  Burrus  7 

Answer,  1  think  that  six  were  said  to  have  been  concerned  in  it.  I  was  not  prose- 
cutor then,  and  I  went  with  the  coroner  to  investigate  it,  simply  for  my  own  satisCac- 
tion. 

Question,  How  did  the  testimony  show  that  these  men  were  disguised? 

Answer,  It  showed  that  they  were  disguised  in  black  costume. 
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QmsUon,  Wore  they  monnted,  ox  on  foot  f 

Amwer.  They  were  on  foot. 

QiietHoM,  Were  their  faces  disgnised  f 

Antwer,  Yes,  sir. 

QutBHon,  How  ? 

Antwer.  With  some  kind  of  covering  npon  their  faces.  It  was  not  kno\in  in  the 
exeiiement  that  occurred  how,  bnt  simply  a  black  covering  hanging  over  the  faces. 

QuesUom.  Have  they  ever  been  identified  f 
Anmoer.  No,  sir. 

Que$Uan,  What  efiforts,  if  any,  have  been  made  to  ascertain  who  these  men  were  f 

Anmoer,  Well,  sir ;  the  efforts  that  I  made  the  next  day,  and  the  efforts  that  the 
coroner  made  in  taong  testimony.  I  have  already  had  some  witnesses  summoned 
befioe  the  grand  jury  to  see  what  could  be  learned,  but  I  have  never  gotten  any  clow 
to*it  It  is  the  best  covered  up  transaction  that  I  know  of  at  all.  Suspicion  rested 
upon  the  parties  who  had  been  involved  in  the  previous  difficulty,  but  that  was  all 
tbey  had  to  go  by. 

Question,  What  was  Birdsong  murdered  for  T 

Antwer,  Birdsong  was  not  murdered.  He  murdered  a  man  named  -McEee.  He  was 
the  murderer.  McKee's  body  was  found  the  next  day,  and  in  his  saddle-bags  he  had  a 
disguise.  Birdsong  fled.  There  was  also  arrested,  the  same  day,  a  young  man  named 
Eight,  and  he  confessed  that  he,  and  Birdsong,  and  McKee,  had  been  together  on  the 
previous  day,  and  had  made  an  a^eementthat  they  were  to  steal  some  horses  and  some 
mules  at  certain  places,  and  mentioning  the  places,  and  that  they  were  to  go  in  the 
night-time  and  steal  some  money  from  an  old  negro  man  who  was  supposed  to  have 
some  money,  and  that  they  were  to  do  this  in  disguist^  and  these  horses  were  to  be 
stolen  in  disguise.    I  have  Kight  now  in  jail  charge<l  with  horse-stealing. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  the  disguise  found  upon  McKee  f 

Answer,  I  never  examined  that ;  I  do  not  know  what  it  was.  Wo  got  McKee's  dis- 
guise and  Birdsong. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  getKight'sf 

Answer.  He  did  not  have  any  dis^ise,  but  he  said  he  was  to  just  throw  his  blanket 
over  him  and  put  some  kind  of  calico  covering  over  his  face,  which  he  did  not  have 
with  him. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  an  assault  and  battery  by  eight  disguised  men,  from  twelve 
to  sixteen  months  ago ;  please  state  the  circumstances. 

Answer.  About  twelve  or  sixteen  months  ago  there  originated  a  feud  in  the  neighbor- 
hood in  which  my  mother's  place  and  my  place  were*,  in  the  county,  between  two  par- 
ties— ^those  who  were  regarded,  and  whom  I  have  always  regarded,  as  the  best  citizens 
down  in  that  neighborhood,  and  some  new-comers,  who  were  renters  there.  I  think 
the  contest  and  feud  sprang  up  on  account  of  renting  of  laud.  There  was  a  contf^st 
between  the  parties  as  to  which  should  have  the  land.  They  had  several  lights  and 
difficnlties  about  it  on  various  occasions,  and  Anally  the  development  that  was  made  in 
disguise  was,  that  eight  disguised  men  came  to  a  church  in  the  neighborhood  ;  on  their 
way  to  the  church  they  arrested  this  party  upon  whom  I  said  an  assault  and  battery 
was  committe<l.  We  charged  an  assaalt  because,  while  they  did  not  draw  their  pistols, 
they  detained  him  as  a  prisoner  in  the  house,  while  six  of  them  went  up  and  posted  a 
notice  on  the  church  stating^  "  We  have  been  maltreated  by  certain  men  in  this  neigh- 
borhood, and  we  are  determined  that  they  shall  not  overcome  us  in  our  objects,  and  if 
any  mischief  is  done  in  the  neighborhood  we  will  hold  these  parties  responsible ;"  men- 
tioning their  names,  among  which  was  Mr.  James  Yarborough,  a  clever  citizen.  Pick 
MeOormick,  and  Albert  McCormick,  and  Elona  Hamilton  ;  he,  the  latter,  was  one  of 
my  renters,  and  I  took  a  great  interest  in  it  on  his  account  and  on  the  general  account. 
Ko  injury  was  inflicted  on  these  men  beyond  mere  detention.    That  was  all. 

Question,  What  was  the  character  of  the  disguises  worn  by  these  eight  men,  so  far  as 
you  were  informed  T 

Answer.  My  recollection  is  that  they  were  striped  calico,  most  of  them ;  one  of  them 
was  a  red  ground  with  spots  in  it — red  ground  with  white  spots. 

Question,  This  was  a  disguise  which  covered  the  body  ? 

Anstver,  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Wnat  was  the  disguise  which  covered  the  head  and  face  T 

Answer,  That  was  a  kind  ot  cap  made  out  of  pasteboard  with  a  white  face — white 
domestic,  probably— covering  the  face,  with  holes  for  the  eyes,  nose,  and  mouth. 

Question.  Mounted  by  horns? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  they  had  any  horns. 

Question.  Were  these  men  mounted  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  they  armed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  their  disguise  and  appearance  differ  from  the  old-fashioned  Ku-KIux 
diaguisef 
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Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know ;  I  never  saw  the  disgaises  myself ;  I  only  heard 
them  described,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  they  differed  at  all  or  not  from  the  old- 
fashioned  dispraise.  They  certainly  differed  from  the  only  KiuKlns  I  ever  «aw.  The 
disn^uises  of  the  first  Ku-Klax*I  ever  saw  were  entirely  different. 

Question.  When  was  that,  Captain  Coleman  f 

Answer^  Let  me  see ;  the  war  closed  in  1865;  I  think  it  was  in  the  fiill  of  1866. 

Question.  Yoa  may  state  the  circumstance. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  was  at  a  pic-nic — what  was  called  a  moon-light  pic-nio — 4n  a 
beech  grove  near  Falaski. 

Question.  In  Tennessee  f 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir ;  where  there  was  a  danoe.  There  was  a  good  large  circle  of  fine 
people  gathered  together,  when  these  persons  in  mysterions  garb  came  out  of  the  woods 
and  came  upon  the  ground  and  danced  to  the  music,  and  would  talk  to  those  who  would 
talk  with  them,  disguising  their  voices ;  it  Seemed  to  be  a  thing  of  amusement ;  I  never 
heard  anything  in  connection  with  it  as  a  political  organization. 

Question.  Not  at  that  time  f 

Answer.  At  that  time,  no,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  What  was  their  disguise  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  they  had  very  tall  hats  that  seemed  to  be  made  of  some  material, 
I  could  not  1^11  what  it  was,  but  it  was  covered  with  spangles,  with  stars,  and  it  was 
rather  a  pretty  aud  showy  costume.  Their  covering  seemed  to  be  a  kind  of  talma  or 
cloak  thrown  over  their  bodies,  and  then  a  tunic  running  down  to  their  feet  nearly. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  that  the  first  you  heard  of  the  Kn-Elnx  Klan  ? 

Ansicer.  It  was  about  that  time  I  heard  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan ;  probably  I  had  heard 
of  Ku-Klux  a  little  before  that,  but  that  was  the  first  I  ever  saw  of  them. 

Question.  How  long  subsequently  did  that  organization  exist  and  operate  in  full  vigor  f 

Answer.  Subseqneutly,  I  do  not  know.  The  next  time  I  saw  them  was  in  1€»7, 1 
think,  but  I  am  not  accurate  about  the  time.  It  was  lci67  or  1863,  but  I  think  it  was 
1867,  and  I  saw  them  no  more. 

Question.  Where  was  it  you  saw  them  in  1867  f 

Answer.  I  saw  them  in  Athens. 

Question.  In  Limestone  County  1 

Answer.  Ye^,  sir. 

Question.  How  large  a  band  f 

Ansicer.  Well,  sir,  one  baud  consisted  of  six;  I  think  the  other  band  consisted  of 
about  seventy-five  or  a  hundred. 

Question.  Were  both  bands  there  at  the  same  time  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  were  there  on  different  occasions. 

Question.  You  may  describe  the  occasions  of  their  visit  to  Athens. 

Answer.  One  visit  was  one  ni^^ht  as  I  came  from  the  cars ;  I  saw  them  Just  riding 
through  the  town.  They  stopped  on  the  square  aud  cut  up  a  good  many  curious  gyra- 
tions or  performances.  I  remember  one  of  them  took  my  hat  off  and  took  it  some  dis- 
tance ;  I  thought  he  had  gotten  it  for  good,  but  he  brought  it  back  to  me.  The  other 
occasion  was,  I  think,  on  the  day  of  the  presidential  election  when  they  came  in.  We 
had  some  Federal  soldiers  just  to  keep  order ;  they  rode  up  and  asked  for  the  mayor  of 
the  town.  We  were  apprehending  some  disturbance  at  the  polls.  A  great  many  were 
in  town,  and  we  did  not  know  but  there  might  be  some  collision.  One  of  the  men  in 
disguise  asked  the  mayor  (I  was  present)  if  he  apprehended  any  disturbance  during^ 
the  day.  He  said,  "  No ;"  he  thought  everything  would  be  quiet.  The  lieutenant  <M 
the  guard  also  came  up,  and  he  turned  to  the  lieutenant  and  the  mayor  and  said,  ^*  If 
they  don't  keep  good  order,  Lieutenant,  just  scratch  on  the  ground  and  I  will  be  with 
you." 

Questioti.  This  last  visit  was  in  November,  1868? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  As  the  election  occurred  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  when  the  small  body  appeared. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question.  How  many  were  there  in  the  body  that  came  in  on  election  day  f 
Answer.  Six  or  eight. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  The  large  body  was  the  year  before  that  t 
,     Answer.  Yes.  sir.    That  was  the  last  I  saw  of  any  disguised  parties ;  I  mean  when  I 
saw  them  in  November,  1868. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  auy  disguised  bands  after  that,  except  such  •os^  were  organ- 
ized|  as  you  stated,  for  plunder  T 
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Anneer.  No,  sir ;  I  heard  no  further  of  them  ;  I  had  heard  that  they  had  disbanded 
before  I  saw  the  last  party  that  I  saw;  that  thoy  disbanded  some  two  or  three  mouths 
before  I  saw  them,  but  I  do  not  know  that  to  be  the  fact ;  I  simply  heard  it. 

QtutHom  Prom  the  time  you  first  became  acquainted  "with  the  existence  of  the  or 
ganization  until  November,  1868,  was  two  and  a  half  years  nearlyj  was  it  not  ? 

An9wer,  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  During  that  period  of  time  did  this  organization  do  any  mischief  in  Limo- 
stoueCouncyf 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  none  that  I  know  of.    I  heard  no  complaint  made. 

QuaHofL  No  outrages  were  pjerpetrated  upon  any  person  to  your  knowledge  or  from 
information  that  you  have  derived  from  others  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  During  1867  and  1868  I  was  away  a  good  deal  of  the  time,  but  I 
do  not  know  of  any  outrages  that  were  laid  to  the  account  of  the  Ku-KIux  during  that 
time. 

Question,  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  objects  of  that  organization  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir :  I  could  not  say  that  I  have  any  knowledge  of  it  myself.  I  have 
talked  with  parties  that  I  thought  were  in  the  first  organization—- that  squad  that  I 
told  you  I  met  at  the  pic-nic  ground — and  I  asked  them  what  was  the  meaning  of  the 
word—where  it  came  from ;  if  it  was  not  from  a  Greek  word — there  had  been  some 
diicnssion  in  the  papers  as  to  what  the  word  K!u-Klnx  camo  from— and  they  told  me ;  I 
asked  if  it  was  not  m>m  the  Greek  word  Kv/cXoc ;  they  said  thoy  thought  it  was. 

Question.  What  is  the  meaning  of  that  Greek  word  ? 

Answer,  It  means  circle — KvkXoc,  The  reason  I  came  to  inquire  was  because  when  T 
was  a  student  in  college  we  had  a  society  that  we  called  the  KvkTlo^  Society,  and  the 
word  was  so  much  like  Xu-E^lux  that  it  led  me  to  investigate  the  origin  of  it. 

Question,  Was  that  society  ever  known  by  any  other  name  than  Ku-Klux  in  lame- 
stone  or  in  the  a^oining  counties  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  think  not.  I  never  have  heard  of  its  being  known  by  ally  other 
name. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  an  organization  known  as  the  Invisible  Circle? 

Answer,  No.  sir. 

QuesUon,  The  Knights  of  the  White  CameliaT 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  them. 

Question,  Or  the  White  Brotherhood  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  the  Pale  Faces  f 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Or  the  Invisible  Empire  T 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  any  of  those  names. 

By  the  Chatrman  : 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  an  organization  known  as  the«Cbnstitntional  Union 
GoardsT 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  think  the  body  of  men  that  composed  the  Ku-Klux  organization  in 
your  section  of  the  countiy  never  assumed  any  other  name,  or  were  known  by  any 
other  name  than  Ku-Klux  T 

Answo",  No,  sir;  they  never  assumed  any  other  name.  I  will  state,  for  I  might  as 
well  be  candid,  as  there  is  no  other  way  to  get  at  the  truth  but  to  state  it  out,  the 
first  I  knew  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  in  Limestone  Couniy  was  that  several  men 
ipproached  me  on  the  subject  of  joining  the  Ku-Klux.  They  asked  me  if  I  would  join 
them.  I  asked  them  what  the  object  of  the  organization  was.  They  stated  that  it 
was  to  uphold  the  civil  law  and  put  down  this  thing  of  thieving  and  plunder  through 
the  country ;  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  thieving  and  rascality  then  going  on  by 
M  men,  and  horse-stealing  also,  and  property  was  exceedingly  insecure.  It  was 
thought  that  the  mysteiy  connected  with  the  organization  would  produce  more  terror 
to  them,  and  that  by  riding  at  night  and  appearing  to  be  a  sort  of  miraculous  persons — 
spirits  and  ghosts,  and  things  of  that  kind— it  would  have  a  good  effect.  That  object 
seemed  ^od.  Is  tated  to  them  so  far  as  that  was  concerned  I  saw  nothing  objectionable 
to  that,  but  I  had  always  had  an  aversion  to  joining  secret  organizations.  It  was 
^frth  some  difficulty  that  I  was  ever  gotten  up  to  join  the  Masons,  and  I  had  an  aver 
fiion  to  secret  political  organizations,  and  I  feared  that  it  might  be  demoralized  if  the 
original  object  was  not  connected  with  politics ;  that  it  might  become  demoi'alized 
finally  into  it ;  that  men  might  get  into  it  who  were  bad  men  and  might  deflect  it  from  its 
original  objects  and  proper  channel ;  that  I  being  a  lawyer,  as  I  was,  while  the  civil 
law,  it  U  true,  was  weakly  administered  on  account  of  the  disturbed  state  of  the 
country,  yet  that  I  had  best  not  go  into  anything  that  might  lead  to  an  infraction  of 
the  dvil  law  by  its  power  or  strength,  and  I  declined  on  that  account,  but  told  them 
that  as  long  as  they  carried  out  this  x>urpose  I  saw  nothing  wrong  in  it. 
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Question,  About  what  time  were  yoa  approached  with  this  proposition  to  join  the 
order? 

Answer,  1  think  it  was  in  the  spring  of  1888or  fall  of  1867 ;  I  cannot  remember  it  now. 

Qiieaiion,  Have  you  heard  of  any  case  where  that  organization  was  employed  for 
political  purposes! 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  of  a  case. 

Question.  1  mean  to  influence  men^s  voting  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  never  have  known  a  single  case  in  our  county.  I  cannot  remem- 
ber now  any  case  that  I  have  heard  of  at  all  in  any  couuty.  You  mtmn  where  it  was 
sought  to  produce  a  terror  to  influence  them  to  vote  for  one  party  or  the  other  ?  I 
have  never  heard  of  anything  of  the  kind.  As  to  that  party  that  appeared  on  the  ds%j 
of  the  election,  I  sought  to  investigate  and  see  whether  they  were  bringing  any  influ- 
ence to  bear  in  that  direction,  because  I  discountenanced  that,  and  I  determined  that 
if  I  could  find  the  parties  who  were  engaged  in  it  I  would  use  what  influence  I  had  to 
prevent  it. 

Question.  They  appeared  in  town  while  the  voting  was  going  onf 

Ansu^er,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  ride  near  the  noUs  T 

Answer,  They  rode  around  the  polls  and  the  court-house — the  polls  were  at  the  court- 
house. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  Did  this  man  who  talked  with  the  mayor  have  on  his  disguise  while  talk- 
ing with  him  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir;  and  he  talked  with  the  lieutenant  of  the  guard  also. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  their  appearance  ^eeted  with  favor  ? 

Ansicer,  No,  sir ;  nothmg  was  said  to  them.  ^ 

Question,  You  heard  no  cheers  f    § 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  any  expressions  of  disapprobation  at  their  appearance  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  citizens  disapproved  it.  They  spoke  several  times  during  the 
day  that  they  were  sorry  it  was  done ;  that  it  might  be  misconstrued. 

Question,  Were  any  republican  votes  cast  at  that  election  t 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir;  a  large  number. 

Question,  Do  you  think  the  full  strength  of  the  republican  party  was  voted  in  your 
county  that  fall  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  it  was. 

Question,  You  have  spoken  something  in  relation  to  the  political  status  of  your 
county.    I  think  I  understood  you  to  say  it  was  democratic  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  many  votes  are  polled  in  Limestone  County  when  the  full  strength 
of  both  sides  is  brought  out !  '' 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  1  do  not  know  the  full  strength,  and  the  only  criterion  I  hare  to 
go  by  in  the  statement  I  made  that  the  full  strength  was  brought  out,  was  what 
others  said.  I  have  no  record  of  the  votes  ;  but  I  think  in  the  Lindsay  election  last 
fall,  when  Governor  Lindsay  was  elected,  there  were  i>olled  from  sixteen  to  eighteen 
hundred  votes.    I  will  not  pretend  to  be  accurate. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  for  him  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  the  whole  vote  cast. 

Question,  You  speak  df  the  entire  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  would  say  fully  eigliteen  hundred  votes;  it  may  be  more. 

Question.  Of  that  number  what  proportion  was  democratic  and  what  proportion 
republican? 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  a  difference  of  about  three  hundred  votes. 

Question,  About  what  is  the  number  of  white  republican  voters  in  your  county  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  it  is  mere  guess-work ;  but  I  would  not  think  it  was  exceeding 
fifW,  or,  may  be,  one  hundred. 

Question.  Are  they  southern  or  northern  men  t 

Answer,  I  think  they  are  all  southern  men,  with  a  few  exceptions.  We  have  some 
northern  democrats  and  some  southern  republicans.  They  are  pretty  well  mixed.  I  do 
not  think  there  is  much  difference  between  the  two  as  far  as  that  is  concerned. 

Question.  Is  there  any  intolerance  on  account  of  political  opinion  expressed  in  Lime- 
stone County  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  think  that  Mr.  John  Lamb  is  the  only  republican — I  mean  open 
and  well-known  republican — who  takes  any  part  in  politics,  and  he  is  personally  tsk 
very  popular  man — well  known  by  everybody  as  a  republican  and  a  strong  party  man. 

Question.  By  what  majority  was  he  elected  ?  C^OOolp 

Answer.  He  is  not  an  office-holder,  except  he  holds  the  post-officer'        o 
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QwsUorL  Are  any  repablicans  elected  to  office  in  Limestone  County  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  Mr.  Lentz  is  the  sheriff. 

Quegtiim.  When  was  he  elected  f 

Amwer,  He  was  elected  in  the  last  election.    I  have  forgotten  the  year. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
QuesUon.  In  February,  1868  f 
Aiuwer,  Yea,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
QHation,  When  the  democrats  abstained  from  voting  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  was  the  time  he  was  elected. 

By  the  Chairbcan  : 

Questum,  Has  there  been  since  February,  1868,  any  more  than  one.  election  when  yon 
had  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  strength  of  both  parties  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  election  for  governor. 

Qm^n,  That  was  last  fall  ? 

Answer.  And  at  the  presidential  election. 

QuesHon.  How  did  the  vote  of  Limestone  County  stand  for  President  t 

Answer,  I  think  there  was  a  diiference  of  probably  seven  or  eight  hundred  votes  in 
£iTor  of  the  democrats. 

Question,  Did  the  negroes  vote  at  the  presidential  election  generally  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Are  there  any  negroes  in  your  county  who  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question,  About  what  proportion  of  them  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  except  those  I  know  about  the  towns. 
I  think  full  as  many  vote  the  democratic  as  the  other  ticket  of  those  about  town . 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  Did  yon  ever  hear  that  a  colored  man  was  interfered  with  for  voting  the 
dumocratic  ticket  f 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  They  vote  freely  as  they  choose  7 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  colored  people,  in  voting  the  demo- 
cratic ticket,  have  been  nnder  duress  of^any  kind  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  in  our  county.  I  have  seen  some  publications  in  newspapers 
aboat  that,  bat  not  to  my  knowledge.  I  have  never  seen  any  interfered  with.  They 
laughed  at  them  sometimes,  but  no  violence  was  used  or  effort  made  to  prevent  them. 
Bat  I  think  our  town  is  a  most  conservative  town  and  opposed  to  all  disorder,  and 
discouDtenances  anything  of  that  kind.    I  do  not  think  eitner  side  have  tried  it  there. 

QuaHon,  Is  there  any  prejudice  entertained  there  against  white  men  who  have  set- 
tled in  your  county,  coming  from  the  Northern  States  since  the  war  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Are  they  socially  well  treated  f 

Answer.  They  are  socially  well  treated.  I  know  of  two  gentlemen  to  whose  houses 
I  went  about  three  weeks  ago — ^Mr.  Bartlett  and  Mr.  Zei tier— and  from  my  conversa- 
tion, I  inferred  that  they  were  on  perfect  social  terms  with  every  gentleman  in  the 
Beighbtrhood. 

Question,  How  did  they  vote  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know,  but  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  they  vote  the  democratic 
ticket ;  Zeitler  does. 

Question,  Do  you  know  any  northern  men  in  your  community  who  vote  the  republi- 
Wk  ticket  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  Mr.  Lamb  does. 

Question,  Is  he  outspoken  in  his  sentiments  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Qnestion,  Is  he  well  relished  by  the  southern  people  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  he  mingles  with  other  young  men  there  as  a  companion.  He  is 
popular.  I  will  say  that  Lamb  is  popular  among  our  people.  He  is  regarded  as  a 
caodid,  straightforward,  and  honest  man. 

Question,  What  is  his  business  f 

Answer,  He  keeps  the  post-office,  and  a  little  store  and  confectionery  in  connection 
with  it,  and  a  bilfiard  saloon  connected  with  it,  running  back.  He  is  thrifty  and  indus* 
trioQS,  intelligent  and  popular.  I  have  never  known  any  iuter&rence  with  him,TO|' 
aoy  combination  against  him.  ^rS. 

Question,  You  HiK)ke  of  di3gnise<l  bands  of  men  whose  objects  were  horse-stealing 
and  stealing  generally,  and  whose  purpose  was  also— 
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Answer.  To  carry  out  any  private  revenge  they  might  have. 

Question,  Abont  how  many  such  bands  have  you  known,  Mr.  Coleman  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  baud  of  which  I  have  spoken  as  having  existed  abont  thir- 
teen or  fourteen  months  ago,  against  whom  I  commenced  a  prosecution,  called  them- 
selves Men  of  Justice.  That  was  what  they  signed  themselves  to  the  paper  that  they 
posted  up.  That  and  Moore's  band  were  all  that  I  knew,  and  that  was  confined  to  one 
neighborhood.  I  will  state  that  when  I  got  to  where  Moore  carried  on  these  last  per- 
formances of  his,  there  seemed  to  bo  no  sympathy  in  the  neighborhood  with  it ;  and 
the  men  whom  he  had  brought  in  by  this  transaction  were  from  what  is  called  the  **  Dark 
Corner."  The  two  Smiths,  and  Boyce,  and  Peace,  lived  in  the  barrens,  an  entirely  sep- 
arate neighborhood  from  that  in  which  Moore  lived,  and  where  the  outrage  on  Mr. 
Weir  was  committed. 

Question.  Were  you  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  affairs  generally  tbroa^chout 
the  State  in  December,  1868,  as  to  peace,  order,  and  quiet  f 

Ansuwr.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  say  that  I  was  thix>usliout  the  State. 

Question.  To  what  portions  of  the  State  did  your  Knowledge  or  information  extend  t 

Answer.  It  extended  over  Limestone,  Lawrence,  Lauderdale,  Fmnklin,  Morgan,  and 
Madison ;  just  up  and  down  this  valley  I  knew  pretty  much  what  was  going  on, 
thoug[h  at  the  time,  I  will  say,  I  was  leading  a  very  private  life.  I  was  engaged  in 
teaching,  and  my  attention  was  not  directed  much  to  the  affairs  of  the  country.  Mine 
was  a  retired  life,  and  I  do  not  ihink  that  my  statements  may  be  relied  upon  aA  being 
very  full. 

Question.  You  have  of  course  heard  of  an  act  approved  December  26, 1868,  passed  by 
the  legislature  of  Alabama,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  suppression  of  secret  organizations 
of  men  disguising  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  committing  crimes  and  outrages." 
You  are  familiar  with  the  law,  are  you  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  will  ask  you  to  read  carefully  the  preamble  to  that  law,  and  after  you 
have  read  it  I  desire  to  ask  you  whether  the  recitals  in  the  pteamble  were  true,  so  far 
as  your  knowledge  and  information  extended  f  [The  witness  perases  the  preamble  to 
the  act  above  named,  which  preamble  is  set  />ut  in  full  in  the  testimony  of  John  A. 
Minnis.] 

Ansv)er,  I  will  state  that  at  the  time  this  act  was  passed,  I  did  not  know  of  any  vio- 
lence used  by  disguised  men  at  all.  I  coulcl/see  some  accounts  in  nerwspapers  at  times, 
but  I  knew  of  no  cases  of  violence  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

Question.  Had  such  a  state  of  things  as  is  recited  in  that  preamble  existed  previous 
to  that  time  ? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  not  within  my  knowledge. 

Question.  From  your  information,  derived  from  the  public  press  and  conversation 
with  public  men  froja  different  parts  of  the  State,  do  you  believe  that  was  the  fact  f 

Answer.  Not  in  our  State.  I  heard  that  it  existed  in  Tennessee ;  but,  up  to  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  I  had  not  heard  of  any  violence  used  by  disguised  men  in  our  State 
at  all. 

Question.  You  say  that  this  Ku-Klnx  organization  disbanded  about  the  time  of  the 
passage  of  this  actf 

Answer.  Yes.  sir ;  about  two  or  three  months  before  it — that  is,  the  organization  in 
our  county.  Now,  whether  it  was  connected  with  any  other  organization  or  not  I  do 
not  know.  I  would  qualify  that  by  saying  the  organization  in  our  county,  because  I 
did  not  know  of  the  organization  in  any  other  part  of  the  State. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  that  preamble  as  to  a 
great  portion  of  Alabama  T 

Answer.  I  thought  at  the  time— but  I  was  not  giving  much  attention  to  public  affairs 
— that  if  this  preamble  was  true,  it  must  have  been  based  upon  information  received 
from  other  parts  of  the  State  than  our  own,  of  which  I  knew  nothing ;  and  I  thought 
at  the  time  it  was  passed  that  it  recited  evils,  the  existence  of  which  I  did  not  know ; 
bnt  it  was  not  long  after  its  passage  that  I  discoveretl  that  these  disguised  men  com- 
mitted this  first  outrage  which  I  told  you  I  knew  of  twelve  or  thirteen  mouths  ago.  Then  I 
became  convinced  that  the  law  was  a  good  law ;  but,  while  it  may  ffot  have  applied  to 
anything  that  came  within  my  knowledge  in  its  passage,  yet  it  turned  out  to  be  an 
excellent  law  toward  breaking  up  tliese  bands  of  disguisad  men,  and  I  invoked,  and 
have  ever  since  invoked,  it  and  regarded  it  as  a  good  law  on  the  statute-book.  1  have 
written  to  our  representative  about  it.  I  wrote  to,  and  had  a  personal  interview  with, 
Colonel  Lowe  on  this  subject,  urgmg  him  by  all  means  to  preserve,  at  least,  section  two 
upon  the  statute-book;  and  I  nrgeil  the  governor,  also,  if  any  bill  was  passed  in  the 
legislature  abrogating  it,  to  veto  it.  I  wrote  him  a  long  letter,  urging  him  to  veto  any 
bill  that  might  pass  the  legislature,  at  least,  for  the  abrogation  of  this  section. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  not  that  law  very  bitterly  assailed  when  it  was  passed  throughout  the 
State  generally  f  ^ 
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« 

An9wer.  WeU,  sir,  I  do  not  think  it  was  approved  at  the  time  it  passed.  I  did  not 
approve  it  myself  at  the  time,  becaase  I  know  of  no  outrages  then  by  the  old  Kn-Klux. 

Question*  Was  not  tibe  newspaper  press  exceedingly  denunciatory  of  that  law  when 
itwaspassedf 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  about  the  press ;  I  pay  very  little  attention  to  newspa- 
pers ;  I  hardly  ever  read  them ;  I  did  not  read  newspapers  much  at  that  time.  Now, 
in  my  county,  they  had  only  known  of  this  organization  in  the  connection  in  which  I 
spoke  of,  via,  as  not  having  committed  any  violence,  and  the  expression  generally  was 
taey  thought  it  had  a  salutary  effect  on  criminals. 

QuesUon.  Do  you  not  think  the  recitals  in  the  preamble  applicable  to  Qreen,  Fayette, 
Pickens,  Choctaw,  and  portions  of  St.  Clair,  and  some  other  counties  in  this  State  at 
thattimef 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  what  was  going  on  there  at  that  time ;  I  had  no  knowledge 
of  any  outrages  there.  Yon  know  there  is  very  little  intercourse  between  North  and 
South  Alabama ;  and  therefore  you  see  many  accounts  in  the  newspapers  of  things  of 
which  you  did  not  otherwise  get  information ;  but,  as  I  said,  I  led  a  retired  life  at  that 


By  the  Chairman  : 

Qnes^n.  So  that  you  are  not  prepared  to  say  whether  that  state  of  things  existed  or 
not  in  1868? 

Anewer.  No,  sir;  I  am  not.  So  far  as  our  own  county  was  concerned  at  the  time.  I 
had  not  known  of  any  outrajg;es  being  committed  at  all ;  but  I  am  very  ^lad  tp  invoke 
tluU  law  now.  I  do  it  willingly,  i  volunteered  in  the  invocation  of  it,  as  I  stated, 
thirteen  months  aga  I  think  it  is  a  better  law  than  the  congressional  law  on  that 
subject.    It  was  drawn  by  Judge  Peters,  I  have  understood — a  good  lawyer. 

By  Mr.  Buckusy  : 
Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  convictions  of  parties  under  that  law  in  this 
State!  N 

Answer.  No.  sir ;  I  have  not  heard  of  any  convictions ;  but  I  have  heard  of  no 
acquittals  either. 

Question.  Mr.  Coleman,  knowing  Mr.  Weir  as  you  do,  and  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  treatment  he  reoeived,  do  yon  think,  from  all  the  information  you  have  derived 
&om  various  sources,  that  he  was  guilty  of  the  accusations  brought  against  him  in  the 
first  instance  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  talked  with  Mr.  Weir  fully  about  it.    I  think  he  had  done 
as  he  stated,  viz :  I  think  he  had  spoken  to  one  of  these  boys  about  Mr.  Blair  being 
bad  pay. 
QuesUon.  Do  you  think  he  advised  the  stealing  of  the  mules  f 
Ansveer,  I  do  not  think  he  did.  * 

Question.  You  think  his  advice  went  no  further  than  to  tell  the  colored  men  to  leave 
if  they  could  not  get  their  pay  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  would  think  that  of  him ;  and  I  never  knew  Mr.  Weir  to  be 
engaged  in  any  thieving  or  any  encouragement  of  it  himself. 
Question.  Mr.  Weir  was  a  Union  man,  was  he  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  do  not  know  myself;  he  told  me  he  was  a  Union  man  during  the 
war. 
QuesUon.  You  had  a  class  of  old  Union  men  in  Alabama  during  the  war. 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  one  of  that  number  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  Was  he  opposed  to  the  war  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  tliink  he  is  now  acting  with  the  republican  part?  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  expect  he  is.    I  have  never  talked  with  him  on  the  subject  of 
pohUcs  at  all,  but  it  is  my  imj^ession  that  ho  is  acting  with  the  republican  party. 

Question.  Did  the  disguise  worn  by  the  band  of  men  who  came  into  Athens  on  the 
day  of  the  election  look  as  if  it  were  simply  improvised  for  that  occa^iion  and  tempo- 
racy,  or  had  any  of  the  disguises  been  used  on  tbrmer  occasions  f 

Answer.  WelL  sir,  th^y  looked  pretty  new.    They  did  not  look  like  they  had  been 
used,  as  £ELr  as  I  could  tell.    I  only  saw  the  parties  on  horseback.    They  were  certainly 
Bet  like  any  I  had  ever  seen  before.    They  were,  I  think,  mostly  red. 
Question.  The^  were  not  uniform,  I  suppose  f 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

QuesUon.  They  have  different  bands ;  this  was  a  secret  organization  you  were  asked 
to|oint 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  oath  of  secrecy  or  onrai^atipnuof  the 
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Answer,  No,  sir ;  except  that  they  told  me  it  was  secret.  I  know  uotliin;;  of  the 
nature  of  it. 

Question,  You  did  not  know  whether  they  had  pass-wprds  or  grips  or  signs  of  reoog- 
nition,  or  what  they  were  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Question,  You  spoke,  in  your  narration,  of  the  Smith  boys ;  who  were  they  T 

Answer,  The  Smith  boys  were  followers  of  Moore.  That  is  the  only  way  I  know  of 
to  designate  them.  I  have  seen  them  with  him  when  in  town.  They  seemed  to  be  his 
strikers,  if  you  understand  that  word. 

Question,  Were  there  several  of  them  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir:  two  or  three  of  them. 

Qu/es1xofn.  Men  or  what  kind  of  character  ? 

Answer,  Men  of  loose  and  bad  character,  I  think. 

QjaesUon,  You  are  the  present  superintendent  of  education  in  Limestone  County  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  elected ;  I  was  defeated. 

Question,  You  are  acquainted  with  the  educational  interests  of  that  county? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  j  to  some  extent  I  may  say  I  was. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  schools  being  disturbed  or  school-houses  being 
burned  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  We  have  a  most  excellent  colored  school  in  Athens,  kept  up  ever 
since  the  war  by  a  female  teacher. 

Question  You  spoke,  during  your  examination,  of  the  weakness  of  the  civil  law  at 
the  time  this  organization  was  formed  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  speak  of  that  weakness  as  growing  oat  of  the  disturbed  condition 
of  the  country  after  the  wart 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  did  not  refer  to  an  inefficiency  of  the  officers  of  the  law  particularly, 
did  youf 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  have  made  no  reference  to  any  inefficiency  of  the  officers. 

Question,  Your  citizens  are  more  outspoken  to-day  about  secret  organizations  than 
they  were  in  1868 1  « 

Answer,  Well,  in  1867  and  1868  there  was  not  much  said  about  the  Eu-Klux.  There 
were  then  no  outrages  committed  in  our  county,  and  very  little  said  about  them.  They 
did  not  excite  feeling  one  way  or  the  other. 

Question,  Have  you  not  heard  of  disguised  bands  of  men  taking  out  colored  persons 
and  whipping  them  at  night,  other  than  those  you  ha^e  mentioned  f 

Answer,  I  was  going  to  mention  Just  now  that  there  was  a  case  I  had  forgotten  and 
omitted  in  my  narration,  in  the  ferreting  out  of  which  I  am  at  present  engaged,  but  if 
this  is  to  be  published  in  the  newspapers  I  would  rather  not  state  it,  because  I  am 
afraid  the  parties  may  get  hold  of  it.  That  is  a  case  I  am  looking  into  at  this  time.  It 
was  the  case  of  a  black  man  named  Sam  Scales.  So  far  as  my  investigation  has  gone, 
he  seems  to  have  had  a  difficulty  with  a  man  named  Charles  Hardy,  an  old  man,  and 
had  frightened  Hardy  very  much,  and,  I  think,  had  struck  him  and  beat  him. 

By  Mr.  Buck  : 

Question,  Is  Hardy  a  white  or  black  man  f 

Answer,  He  is  a  white  man,  and  I  think  said  Scales  (colored)  had  at  some  time 
drawn  a  pistol  on  him.  Hardy  is  supposed  to  liave  been  implicated  in  an  assanlt 
which  was  made  on  him  afterward  b^  tive  or  six  disguised  men,  which  resulted  in  tlra 
death  of  Scales.    He  wounded  one  of  the  parties  very  badly,  but  was  finally  killed. 

Question,  Was  a  colored  man  killed  on  your  plantation  by  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer,  There  was  a  colored  man  killed  on  our  place,  but  there  was  no  evidence  of 
the  man  that  killed  him  wearing  a  disguise.  A  colored  woman  stated  that  she  thought 
his  voice  was  disguised  when  he  called  him  out  to  the  gate,  but  she  spoke  nothing  of 
the  disguise  being  worn — in  fact,  that  is  my  recollection  of  the  testimony.  I  prose- 
cuted that  case.  « 

Question,  How  many  men  have  been  put  in  Jail  for  committing  outrages  in  disguise 
within  the  last  two  years  T 

Answer,  Let  me  count  them.  There  are  four  whose  names  I  can  now  call  who  bad 
been  put  in  before  Moore  was— the  two  Wisdoms,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Ruff  Ray,  and 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Defour,  and  there  may  have  been  another  one.  There  were  two 
others  that  gave  bond — Tom  Miller  and  one  named  Goode.    They  are  out  on  baiL 

Question.  How  many  men  do  you  think  have  been  killed  in  that  county  in  the  last 
two  years  f 

Answer,  I  could  count  them  up.  There  is  McKee,  the  horse-thief;  Burrus;  Sam 
Scales  ;  and  the  killing  of  the  negro  man,  Jake  Allen,  on  our  place,  was  a  little  over 
two  years  ago.  I  think  it  was  two  years  ago  last  spring.  I  do  not  know  exactly,  but 
I  would  say  six  at  least— may  be  eight.  Some  one  told  me  eight,  but  I  have  never 
counted  up  more  than  six  who  have  been  killed ;  but  all  within  a  short  space  of  time. 
Last  year  I  do  not  think  more  than  two  were  killed.  ^ 
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By  the  Chaibman: 

QmHo^.  When  waa  Scales  killed  f 

Answer,  Last  spring  a  year  ago.  While  we  have  had  crime,  the  ooontyi  I  think,  has 
done  its  duty  pretty  vigoroosly  in  the  way  of  prosecuting  since  I  have  heen  in  office, 
and  I  have  not  found  any  reluctance— in  fact,  there  was  a  willingness.  Men  volun- 
teered to  go  into  the  posses.  They  were  active  and  vigilant  in  the  posses  after  Moore. 
I  never  saw  a  guard  in  the  army  more  vigorous  and  vigilant. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Quettion.  Your  people  have  heen  aroused  hy  the  more  dangerous  attitude  recently 
assamed  by  these  men  in  disguise  f 
Answer,  xes,  sir. 

By  theCHAiniCAN: 

QnesHon.  Were  many  of  your  colored  people  in  the  army  during  the  war  T 

Antveer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  fi^ood  many  of  them. 

Question.  Did  they  bring  their  arms  home  with  them  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  I  believe,  as  a  general  thing,  they  brought  their  army  guns. 

Qvef^um.  What  do  you  know  of  their  guns  having  been  taken  away  from  them  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  of  any  guns  being  taken  away  except  by  this  first  disguised 
party  I  assisted  in  prosecutiug.    That  occurred  thirteen  mouths  ago. 

Questitm,  How  many  negroes  did  they  visit  t 

Afswer,  I  had  made  out  cases  and  charges  against  them  for  three  negroes.  That 
was  one  of  my  charges,  that  they  assaulted,  though  in  reality  they  did  not  use  any 
force,  but  I  charged  assault,  and  I  think  I  can  make  it  out  as  au  assault  to  take  away 
their  guns.  . 

QuMtion,  Did  the  evidence  snow  that  these  colored  people  were  visited  in  the  night- 
time by  this  party  to  take  away  their  guns  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  it  was  the  day-time. 

(Imes&on,  On  what  pretext  were  they  required  to  give  up  their  guns? 

Answer,  These  colored  people  in  their  testimony  said  these  men  just  told  them  they 
must  give  up  their  guns. 

[The  proceedings  of  the  meeting  referred  to  in  the  testimony  of  the  foregoing  witness, 
Dimiel  Uoleman,  mge  648,  and  the  resolutions  passed  at  said  meeting,  are  as  follows :] 

[From  the  Athens  (Alabama)  Post] 
THE  CITIZENS'  MEETING  LAST  THURSDAY. 

At  a  htfge  and  earnest  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Limestone  County,  Alabama,  held 
hi  the  court-house,  in  the  town  of  Athens,  on  the  25th  day  of  September,  1871,  in  pur- 
suance to  a  call  heretofore  made,  to  protest  against  the  outrages  that  have  been  com- 
mitted, and  the  lawlessness  and  crime  which  exist,  the  following  proceedings  were  had, 
to  wit: 

On  motion  of  Colonel  T.  J.  McClellan,  M%jor  J.  N.  Malone  was  elected  chairman,  and 
after  a  few  able  remarks,  stating  the  object  of  the  meeting,  and  condemning  lawless- 
ness and  crime,  took  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Captain  Daniel  Coleman,  C.  M.  Hayes  was  appointed  secretary. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  L.  R.  Davis,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were 
introduced,  and  after  strong  and  eloquent  speeches  for  their  adoption  were  made  by  ^ 
Hon.  Luke  Pryor,  J.  W.  Carter,  esq.,  James  E.  Nnnn,  esq..  Captain  Daniel  Coleman 
Judge  W.  H.  Walker,  and  Colonel  T.  J.  McClellan,  were  unanimously  adopted,  with,a 
stroDg  hearty  vote  that  carried  oonvictiou  with  it  that  the  meotiug  was  in  earnest : 

Whereas  crime  and  the  ruthless  violation  of  law  have  increased  to  sach  an  alarm- 
ing extent  in  the  county ;  therefore,  we,  the  people  of  Limestone  County,  have  met 
together  in  solemn  convention,  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  suppression  of  law- 
leimess  and  crime,  to  express  our  indignation  at  the  recent  outrages  in  the  couuty,  and 
to  unite  our  efforts  for  the  maintenance  of  the  supremacy  of  the  law ;  therefore,  resolved : 

1st.  That  we  are  in  favor  of  "law  and  order;"  and  we  pledge  ourselves  that  we  will 
obey  and  encourage  obedience  to  all  laws,  State  and  national,  to  which  we  ds  citizens 
may  be  subject. 

vl.  That  great  credit  is  due,  and  wo  hereby  give  our  thanks,  to  the  officers  of  the 
Uw,  and  to  the  people  assisting  them  as  posses,  for  their  recent  energetic  action  in 
SQecting,  and  in  attempting  to  arrest,  the  violators  of  the  law ;  and  we  promise  to 
snstain  them  iu  all  their  efforts  in  the  future  to  have  the  law  enforced. 

3d.  That  we  cordially  indorse  and  approve  the  action  of  the  commissioners'  court  in 
annoying  additional  counsel  to  asssist  the  county  solicitor,  and  we  give  thorn  carte 
W«acfc«to  do  the  same  in  the  future  whenever  their  Judgment  may  so  dictate. 

4th,  That  we  approve  of  the  recent  action  of  the  couuty  solicitor,  and  we  stantf^y 
nhu  and  uphold  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

&th.  That  wo  are  in  dead  earnest,  and  we  mean  what  we  say,  when  we  declare  that 
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TTC  intend  by  every  means  known  to  the  law,  "let  it  fall  on  whom  it  may,"  to  put 
down  the  lawnessncss  that  now  cnrses  and  blights  the  county. 

6th.  That,  to  this  end,  we  will  form  in  onr  respective  beats  committees  of  law  and 
order — a  sort  of  special  police — whoso  duty  it  shall  be  to  ferret  out  and  bring  to  pan* 
isbment,  "  under  the  law,"  oil  violators  of  the  law. 

That  we  authorize  and  empower  the  commissioners'  court  to  uso  any  means  Dcces- 
sary  to  put  down  the  crime  ot  the  county,  and  to  that  end  to  make  such  appropriatioua 
as  are  essential  to  that  purpose.  And  it  is  the  sense  of  the  meeting  that  the  solicitor, 
in  view  of  the  fact  thai  he  gets  scarcely  anything,  should  bo  allowed  s  uch  compeiisa-| 
tion  as  the  court  shall  determine  is  nroper. 

On  motion  of  Captain  Coleman,  the  secretary  was  directed  to  request  the  Limestone 
News  and  Athens  Post  to  publish  the  proceedings,  after  which  the  meeting  a<yoamed 
nine  die* 

J.  N.  MALONE,  Pregtaent. 

C.  M.  Hayes,  Secretary. 


HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  October  9, 1871. 

WILEY  STRONG  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  T 

Answer,  Ou  Joseph  H.  Miller's  quarter ;  a  mile  above  New  Market.  * 

Questioru  How  long  have  you  lived  there  t 

Answer.  Going  on  two  years. 

Question.  Have  you  a  family  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  what  you  know  about  men  visiting  you  in  disguise ;  when  it  was  and 
what  outrages,  if  any,  they  committed  upon  your  person. 

Ansicer.  Well,  in  the  first  place,  men  came  to  my  house  disguised.  When  they  caxue 
they  calleil  for  me,  but  I  knowed  not  the  men.  I  didn't  know  tliAn  and  they  didn't 
know  me,  but  me  and  the  gentleman  that  lived  on  the  place  had  had^  fuss,  and  be 
threatened  mo  with  the  Ku-IClux,  and  when  they  came  they  wen^o  his  house  and 
asked  him  where  was  me,  and  he  told  them  and  they  came  there,  buAt  happened  I  was 
not  iu  when  they  came,  and  they  went  there  on  my  wife — she  was  in  there  by  herself — 
and  struck  her  to  make  her  tell  where  I  was ;  but  she  was  asleep  and  didn't  know 
where  I  was.  I  had  got  up  and  went  out  at  the  time  that  they  went  in.  Ho  drawed 
a  piece  of  iron  on  my  wife,  and  I  went  iu  then.  He  was  trying  to  make  my  wife  copie 
out  of  the  house — both  of  them  were— and  I  went  in  with  my  gun  and  knocked  one  of 
them  down,  but  which  one  I  couldn't  tell,  and  I  struck  the  other,  and  ordered  them  out 
of  the  house ;  and  I  went  out  of  the  house,  and  they  came  out,  and  one  of  them  before 
he  got  out  cocked  his  pistol  and  shot  me  standing  outside  of  the  door,  and  then  they 
ran  off. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Did  the  ball  hit  you  T 

Anstca\  Yes,  sir :  the  ball  is  iu  this  arm— my  left  arm ;  there  is  the  hole  in  the  fbc«- 
arm,  [exhibiting  the  arm,  which  showed  a  scar.] 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  this  in  the  night-time  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  late  was  it  T 

Answer.  I  reckon  it  was  a  little  after  midnight. 

Question.  What  time  iu  the  night  was  this  f 

Answer.  It  was  just  before  Christmas ;  three  weeks  on  Saturday  night. 

Question.  Before  last  Christmas  f 

Answer^  Yes,  sir ;  last  gone  Christmas. 

Question,  Were  the  men  disguised  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  disguised. 

Question.  Describe  th^  disguise. 

Answer.  One  had  a  paper  liat  on,  painted  red,  and  it  looked  like  there  were  square 
stars  tacked  about  on  it :  they  appeared  to  be  crossed  upon  it.  The  paper  was  painted 
red,  stuff  like  fjasteboara.  The  other  hod  on  a  hat,  and  a  white  han(lkerchief  tied  over 
it,  and  something  white  that  went  down  about  his  feet.  Both  of  them  were  dreasod 
pretty  much  that  way. 

Question.  Did  they  come  on  horseback  T 

Answer.  They  did ;  they  hitched  their  horses  out.         ^  GoOgle 

Question.  Were  the  horses  disguised  T  "^         '  o 

.Amwer,  Yes,  sir. 
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• 

QueiHon.  With  what  kind  of  a  disguise  T 

AMmcer.  The  horses  had  on  fittings  over  the  heads,  mighty  nice,  and  the  ears  were 
red,  and  a  kind  of  speckled  new  ciuico  covered  all  of  one  horse,  and  the  other  had  a 
kind  of  tent-cloth  covering  him. 

Question,  Do  you  know  who  these  men  were  ? 

Anmeer^  I  didn't  know  them;  and  don't  know  anymore  than  what  I  heard  after- 
ward. 

Question.  Have  they  been  taken  up  for  it  T 

AMwer,  One  of  them  has. 

Quettion.  What  has  been  done  with  him  t 

Amtwer,  He  is  in  jail  here.    I  haven't  seen  him.    They  say  they  have  got  Mr.  Tickers. 

Question.  Was  he  onef 

Au8wer.  He  was  one.    We  fetched  his  horse  here  to  Huntsville. 

QwBiUou.  Did  you  make  complaint  of  this  outrage  upon  you  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    I  came  to  Huntsville  some  time  back  about  it. 

Question,  Whom  did  you  enter  your  complaint  with  T 

Answer,  Down  here  to  Mr.  Wager's  office ;  and  then  I  went  to  Mr.  William  Weedon. 

Question,  How  long  were  you  laid  up  with  your  wounds T 

Answer,  About  two  months.    I  haven't  got  over  it  good  yet. 

Question,  What  did  they  say  they  were  doin^  this  to  yon  for  T 

Answer.  These  gentlemen  came  first  to  my  wife,  so  he  said,  to  know  where  I  was,  and 
lowed  to  her  that  she  sassed  white  people,  and  he  said  he  was  going  to  kill  her  for  it ; 
and  if  she  didn't  tcU  where  I  was,  ne  would  kill  her,  and  he  did  strike  her  over  the 
bead  with  his  pistol,  and  at  that  time  1  run  in  the  house  where  they  were,  and  struck 
one  of  them  down.  I  think  it  was  Mr.  Yickers.  He  was  the  smallest  man.  The  tallest 
one  I  loiocked  down ;  but  to  say  I  know  them  I  cannot  say  it.  I  didn't  know  them 
only  by  the  horses.  ^ 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  other  ipjuries  committed  upon  colored  people  up  ia  your 
neighborhood  f 

Answer,  I  don't  know ;  but  I  heard,  maybe  one  or  two  months  ago,  that  one  got  shot 
and  two  or  three  got  whipped  since  that.  It  was,  maybe,  one,  or  two,  or  three  months 
•go. 

Question,  What  was  the  name  of  the  one  shot! 

Answer,  The  colored  nian  shot  was  named  Payton. 

Question,  Was  be  shot  by  men  in  disguise  1 

Ajuwer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question.  Who  were  whipped  f 

Answer.  One  was  named  Hal  Johnson  that  was  wh%)ped,  and  another  named  Wash- 
ington Strong. 

By  the  Chairman'  :  ^ 

Question,  Were  all  these  crimes  committed  in  Madison  County,  Alabama  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  wos  about  three  miles  above  me. 

Question,  How  far  from  HnntsvUlo  f 

Answer,  I  reckon  it  is  some  twenty-four  miles  from  Huntsville. 

QmesUon,  Did  you  know  what  the  colored  man  was  killed  for  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  couldn't  say  to  save  my  life.  I  didn't  know  he  was  dead  until 
next  morning.  They  had  killed  him  before  they  came  to  my  house.  The  way  I  came 
to  find  it  out,  his  brother-in-law  was  with  him,  and  he  got  out  imder  the  floor,  and  came 
over  and  told  me  he  expected  they  would  come  over  there. 

Question.  Was  that  man  killed 'the  same  nishtf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  they  came  on  him  and  killed  him  on  the  road  between  my  house 
sod  his. 

Question.  The  same  men  that  visited  you  T 

Answar,  The  same  two  men. 

Question,  Now,  as  to  the  two  colored  men  that  were  whipped,  did  you  understand 
whether  the  men  who  whipped  them  were  disguised  or  not  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  understood  they  were  disguised. 

Ques^on,  How  many  were  concerned  in  whipping  them  f 

Answer,  This  colored  man  said  there  were  five  of  them. 

QmesHon,  Hare  any  of  these  five  men  ever  been  punished  for  the  whipping  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  any  one  of  them  having  been  taken  up  at  all. 

QwesHon,  Is  it  known  who  they  were  T 

Jbuwer.  Not  as  I  know  of.  I  heard  the  colored  men  say  they  knew  who  they  were, 
but  they  never  told  me  who  they  were. 

By  Mr.  Bkck  :  ^  ^^^^  ^  GoOqIc 

Question,  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  that  was  killed  f        '^'^'^^    ^  o 

Ansteer,  Henry  Clunn. 
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By  the  Chahiman  : 

Question.  Did  I  ask  you  what  they  were  whipped  for  T 

Ansicer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  say  what  they  were  whipped  for.  I  understood  what 
they  say  they  were  whipped  for,  but  I  couldn^t  say  that  1  know  it. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  t 

Answer.  There  was  a  white  gentleman  going  to  move  away,  and  they  went  up  there 
and  fix)licked.  He  asked  them  up  and  they  picked  the  banjo,  and  so  on  there ;  and  that 
was  what  they  were  whipped  for. 

Question.  Were  they  whipped  severely? 

Answer.  They  said  they  whipped  Hal  Johnson  right  smart. 

By  Mr.  Beck  :  • 

Question.  Who  were  you  living  with  at  the  time  you  were  shot  f 

Answer.  On  Mr.  Miller's  plantation. 

Question,  What  is  his  full  name  f 

Answer.  Joseph  H.  Miller. 

Question.  How  long  had  you  lived  there  f 

Answer.  Going  on  three  years  now. 

Qttestion.  Who  did  you  have  the  difficulty  with  a  short  time  before  T 

Answer.  Mr.  Caldwell, 

Question.  Was  he  one  of  the  two  men  whom  you  thought  were  there  that  night  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  Mr.  Caldwell  was  not  disguised  that  night,  but  they  came  to  his 
house  and  called  for  him.  They  wanted  to  see  his  head,  and  where  the  negroes  had 
beat  up. 

Question.  That  was  the  night  they  came  to  your  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  same  night. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Caldwell  confined  from  that  injury  when  they  called  him  out  t 

Answer.  No,  sir.  • 

Question.  What  was  that  trouble  between  you  and  Mr.  Caldwell  f 

Answer.  I  had  some  shoats,  and  I  open^  a  pasture,  and  ho  had  a  few  potatoes  inside 
of  it,  and  my  shoats  got  in  there,  and  his  son  put  his  dogs  on  my  shoats.  I  went  down 
and  told  him  not  to  kill  my  shoats,  and  Mr.  Caldwell  came  running  with  his  knife  out 
and  took  two  rocks,  and  told  me  to  hush  up,  and  I  told  him  I  woiudn't  bush  ;  that  he 
had  stock,  and  he  wouldn't  allow  me  to  treat  his  stock  so,  and  that  I  was  tr3ring  to  raise 
my  stock,  and  then  he  jumped  on  mo  to  raise  me,  I  suppose,  and  we  had  afight,  and 
ho  told  me  then  1  might  look  out  forthoKu-Klux. 

Question.  In  that  fight,  did  you  fight  with  fists  or  knives  T 

Anstccj'.  I  fought  fists,  and  asked  nim  to  put  Uis  knife  in  his  pocket,  and  we  would 
take  it  fist  and  skull,  aud  ho  put  it  up,  aud  I  knocked  him  down  once  and  then  he  run 
at  me  with  a  knife,  and  I  picked  up  a  rock^  and  hit  him  in  the  head  with  a  r^^v. 

Question.  Did  you  knock  him  down  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  '     • 

Question.  Did  ho  still  come  at  you  with  his  knife  T 

An8U}er.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  What  did  ypu  do  f 

Answer,  1  hit  him  again  with  a  rock. 

Question.  Where  did  you  hit  him  f 

Anstcer.  I  hit  him  on  the  head. 

Question.  Did  you  knock  him  down  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  followed  ? 

Answer.  His  son  went  to  the  house  and  got  the  gun  and  drawed  it  on  me,  but  it 
didn't  shoot.  I  went  to  Mr.  Davis  about  his  drawing  the  gun  on  me,  but  he  didn't  do 
anything  with  him  about  it. 


Question.  Did  you  cut  his  bead  f 
Answer.  I  can't  i 


I't  say ;  he  didn't  bleed.    I  can't  say  that.    He  didn't  bleed. 

Question.  That  was  about  a  month  before  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  It  would  have  been  a  month  Sunday  morning,  and  the  En-Klux 
didn't  come  at  that  time.    It  would  have  been  a  month  exactly.  « 

Qtiestion.  After  that  fight  had  you  any  further  fuss  with  Mr.  Caldwell  T 

Anstcer.  No,  sir;  not  after  that  fight. 

Question,  Your  hogs  wero  in  his  potato-field  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  in  my  field.  He  had  a  little  patch  of  potatoes  in  the  comer,  and  I 
had  gathered  the  com  out,  and  turned  the  pigs  in  there,  and  went  to  his  son  and  told 
him  not  to  kill  them.  > 

Ques^n.  You  turned  your  pigs  in  the  field  where  his  potatoes  were  f      | 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  OOQlC 

Question.  Was  he  hunting  them  out  t  ^ 
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Answer,  No,  sir;  bis  son  was  dogging  them  out  of  the  potato  field,  and  I  bad  gath- 
ered tbe  com  off  the  field. 

QwsHon,  Bat  he  bad  not  gathered  the  potatoea  off  the  field  ? 

Antwer,  No,  sir. 

OuesUoH,  And  joa  bad  tnmed  your  hogs  in  the  field  after  your  com  was  gathered  and 
berore  his  potatoes  were  gathered  T 

Antwer.  His  potatoes  were  not  gathered. 

Qne$Uan.  Were  your  hogs  eating  his  potatoes  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QuesHon.  What  prevented  them  t 

Answer.  Notbins  prevented  them. 

Qwe$U»n.  Thej  did  not  like  potatoes  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  did  not  eat  them.    They  hadn't  done  anything  to  them. 

Question.  They  conld  have  done  it  T 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

QnesUmi.  Hogs  will  eat  potatoes  in  this  country  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  thevlike  them  if  they  can  get  them. 

(Question.  They  could  have  got  them  if  they  wanted  themt 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qneistion.  Yon  ore  living  at  Mr.  Joseph  H.  Miller's  placet 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Twenty-four  miles  off f 

AMswer.  No, sir;  twenty-one. 

QuesHmu  Where  is  Mr.  Miller's  post-office  f 

Answer.  New  Maiket.  • 

Qjustion.  What  had  Henry  Clunn  to  do  with  this  fight ;  anything  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  did  not  have  anything  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  He  was  killed  the  same  night  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  information  have  you  that  these  men  killed  him  f 
•    Answer.  I  can't  say. 

Question.  Who  told  you  they  bad  killed  them  f 

Answer.  His  son  told  that  they  killed  him,  and  his  wife,  too. 

Question.  That  these  two  men  kiUed  him  ? 

Answer.  His  son  followed  them  up  that  night  from  the  bouse  where  they  took  him. 
He  was  a  little  bit  of  a  boy,  too,  and  ho  laid  out  all  that  night  after  his  pappy  was 
killed,  and  then  came  on  to  my  house. 

Question.  Did  he  follow  the  same  men  f 

Answer.  The  boy  followed  them  till  they  killed  bis  pappy. 

Question.  He  didn't  follow  them  to  your  house  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  they  were  the  same  men  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  by  what  they  said.  , 

Question.  By  what  the  boy  said? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  old  a  boy  T 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  I  reckon  about  ten  years  old. 

Question.  Henry  Clunn  was  killed  by  somebody  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  after  he  was  dead  T 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  didn't  see  him  at  all. 

Question.  When  they  came  to  your  house  and  asked  for  you,  you  had  slipped  out  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  out. 

Question.  Who  had  come  to  your  house  and  told  yon  they  were  coming  T 

Answer.  Henry  Clunn's  brouier-iij-law.  He  didn't  know  whether  they  were  coming 
to  my  house  or  not. 

Question.  Was  he  at  Henry  Clunn's  when  they  came  there  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  be  see  them  take  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  he  was  in  the  bouse,  and  they  beat  him  so  much  he  got  out  of 
the  house.  This  colored  man  didn't  get  out  of  the  house  at  all.  They  beat  Henry  so 
mneb,  and  when  he  did  get  out  be  got  under  the  floor, under  the  bed.  They  were  beat- 
ing Henry,  and  didn't  see  him.  They  called  to  this  man  that  got  away  &r  bis  pistol, 
and  got  it. 

Question.  And  that  man  came  to  your  bouse  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  they  no  pistols  of  their  own  at  Clunn's  bouse  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  for  they  commenced  beating  on  Henry  with  pistols.  (^^^r^T/> 
Qnestion.  When  they  came  to  your  house,  what  did  they  say  to  youf  /  vjOOgLC 
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Answer,  They  didn't  say  nothing  to  me,  becaaBe  I  was  not  in  the  hoosa  They  were 
talking  to  my  wife,  though. 

Q^e8tum,  What  were  they  saying  to  her  f 
Answer,  They  asked  her  where  was  me  f 

Question.  What  else  did  they  say  t 

Answer,  They  told  her  that  they  wanted  that  God  damned  Wiley  Strong,  and  that 
she  had  to  tell  where  I  was.  She  said  she  didn't  know  where  I  was.  They  told  her  to 
come  out  of  the  house ;  she  said  she  wouldn't ;  they  said,  '*  Come  out,  or  we  wiU  bncn  the 
house  down  on  you  f  she  sai<^  "  Ton  will  have  to  bum  it  down,  for  I  will  not  come 
out." 

Question,  Then  you  went  in  f 

Anstoer,  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  gp  in  then.  They  snatohed  her  oat  of  bed  and  started  to 
strike  her,  and  then  I  went  in. 

Question,  And  ^ou  found  two  men  in  the  house  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  you  struck  the  biggest  T 

Answer,  I  struck  both  of  them. 

Question.  You  knocked  the  biggest  one  downt 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  you  knocked  the  little  one  down  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  struck  him,  but  he  didn't  falL 

Question.  Which  one  shot  you  f 

Ansicer,  The  big  one. 

Question,  Heh»lgotup? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question,  How  often  were  you  shott 

Answer,  I  was  shot  once.    I  was  shot  at  three  times. 

Question,  Where  were  you  shot  f 

Answer,  In  this  left  arm. 

Question,  With  a  pistol  T 

Anstcer,  Yes^  sir.    Here  is  the  place,  [showing  the  scar.J 

Qu>estion,  Alter  they  shot  you  what  did  they  do  ? 

Answer,  He  broke  and  run  out  of  the  house  after  he  shot. 

Question,  Did  the  same  man  shoot  three  times? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  did  the  little  one  do  T 

An^er,  He  never  shot  nary  time. 

Question,  What  did  they  do  then  t 

Answer.  They  made  to  the  horses  then. 

Question^  Then  you  followed  them  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  same  night  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sit. 

Question,  Where  to  f 

Answer,  Down  to  the  horses ;  down  to  the  spring  below  the  house ;  I  reckon  two  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  house. 

Quistion,  You  knew  the  horses  t 

Answer,  1  knew  the  horses. 

Question,  Both  of  the  horses  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  knew  Mr.  Vickers's  horse. 

Question,  What  is  his  first  name  f 

Ansicer,  I  believed  they  called  him  J.  M.  Tickers. 

Qtiestian,  Did  you  come  to  town  to  get  a  warrant  out  for  himt 

Answer,  No,  sir.  Ho  carried  the  horses  to  New  Market  and  gare  them  up  to  ICr. 
Davis. 

Question,  Who  did  T 

Ansu^er,  My  brother-in-law  carried  them. 

Question.  They  did  not  get  the  horses  that  night  t 

Answer,  No,  sir :  the  men  didn't  get  the  horses  no  more ;  we  got  them. 

Question,  They  left  their  horses? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  you  carried  them  to  New  Market? 

Anewer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  one  of  these  horses  was  Jim  Vickers's  horse  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon.  And  then  yon  came  to  town  and  got  the  warrant  for  him  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir.  Wo  fotch  the  horses  on  to  HuntsvUle.  We  couldn't  get  no  warrant 
for  him. 

Question,  How  did  be  get  into  Jail  ?  r^   ,    ^^  (^onal^ 

Answer,  He  hasn't  been  long  caught ;  maybe  a  month  oi  to.   ^  "^^^d  ^^ 
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QmHoH,  He  is  in  jail  now  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  For  that  assault  on  you  T 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  I  reckon  it  was. 

Question.  Did  you  know  anything  about  who  the  other  man  was  f 

Answer.  Hill,  so  I  was  told. 

Question.  Where  is  het 

Auewer.  They  never  caught  him. 

Question.  Did  ho  leaye  the  country  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know.    I  noTer  saw  him  or  heard  of  him. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Weedan  try  to  take  out  some  paper  or  warrant 'for  their  arrest  t 

AMswer.  No,  sir ;  he  didn't  do  nothing. 

Question.  What  did  he  do? 

Answer.  He  said  it  was  no  use. 

QuesUon.  Did  ^on  tell  him  yon  knew  either  of  the  men  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Which  oneT 

Answer.  I  told  him  I  knew  Mr.  Tickers. 

Question.  Was  he  the  biggest  or  smallest  one  f 

Answer.  The  smallest  one. 

QuesHon.  Did  you  see  bis  face  that  night  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  was  disguised.    I  didn't  see  his  fEMse  at  all. 

Question.  Did  yon  judge  it  was  him  by  his  horse  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  know  him  or  the  horse  until  next  day. 

Question.  Was  he  at  New  Market  when  you  went  there  with  the  horses  next  day  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  Hill's  ftOl  name  T 

Answer.  John  Hill. 

Question.  What  is  the  name  of  the  man  you  had  the  fight  with  t 

Answer.  Mr.  Caldwell. 

Question.  What  is  his  first  name  T 

Ansufer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Does  he  live  at  New  Market  f 

Anssoer.  No,  sir;  he  left. 

Question^  where  is  he  now  T 

Answer.  He  went  to  Tennessee. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  he  go  on  account  of  this  trouble  that  you  had  with  him  t 

Answer.  I  don't  know  how  he  came  to  leave. 
,  Question.  Has  he  sold  out  T 

Answer.  He  sold  out  what  he  had,  and  went  away  and  carried  what  he  oould  with 
him. 

QuesUon.  How  long  did  you  say  you  had  lived  ^th  Mr.  MUler  T 

Answer.  Two  years ;  goins  on  three  now. 

Question.  Was  this  man  Washington  Strong  any  kin  to  you  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  A  fellow-servant  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  were  Washington  Strong  and  Hal  Johnson  whipped 

Answer.  I  can't  tell  exactly  when. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  you  about  it  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  they  living  up  there  yet  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  are  living  at  the  same  place  yet ;  that  is,  at  Parsou  Steele's. 

Question.  Are  they  working  for  him  or  renting  land  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  they  are  working  for  him  or  on  shares.    1  think  they 
Me  on  shares,  for  they  have  no  stock  of  their  own. 

Question.  Where  is  Parson  Steele's  f 

Answer.  In  aV>ut  four  miles  of  New  Market. 

Qu&tion.  Had  the  little  man  a  pistol  when  he  was  in  your  house  f 

Answer,  I  couldn't  tell,  it  was  so  dark,  whether  he  had  a  pistol  or  not. 

Question,  Were  yon  shot  before  you  hit  him,  or  afterward  ? 

Answer.  Afterward. 

Question,  How  did  they  come  to  leave  their  horses  T 

Answer.  We  fought  them  with  rocks,  and  run  them  off  from  the  horses. 

Quostien.  Who  was  with  you  f 

Answer.  My  two  brothers-in-law  and  Henry  Clunn's  brother-in-ln w,  Scot^  Roberts. 

Question.  All  in  the  house  when  they  came  in  there  T  Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 

Answer.  I^o,  sir ;  there  was  no  one  in  the  house  but  my  wife.  ^ 
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QueBtian,  Did  they  rash  in  at  the  same  time  yon  did  t 
Answer,  No,  sir. 
Question,  Yon  went  alone  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
Question,  Did  they  stay  oati»ide  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  they  Joined  with  yon  in  pnrsning  them  T 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  that  is  the  way  you  captured  the  horses? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  with  the  disguises  you  captured  with  the  hoxaes  t 
Answer,  Just  fetched  them  here  to  Hnntsville  with  the  horses. 
Question.  Who  did  you  ffive  them  to  f 

Answa:  I  don't  know  who  to ;  they  just  fetched  them  here.  I  was  bad  off;  I  was  at 
home  them. 
Question,  Your  arm  was  hurting  you  then  f 
Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question.  Were  these  two  men  whipped  this  year,  or  last  yeart 
Answer,  This  year— only  two  or  three  months  ago. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

•    Question,  When  were  you  shot  t 
Answer,  Three  weeks  to  last  Christmas. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  Were  these  men  yon  speak  of  as  whipped,  whipped  by  disguised  men  t 
Anstcer,  Yes,  sir;  by  di^uiaed  meo. 


HUNTBVILLE,  ALABAMA,   Ootober  9,  1871. 

AUGUSTUS  BLAIR  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Where  do  you  live  T 

Answer,  Here  in  Hnntsville. 

Question,  Where  did  you  live  in  December,  1868?  . 

Answer.  On  Msgor  Floyd's  plantation,  in  Limestone  County,  on  Fort  HaiAilton  HUl* 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question,  What  is  the  post-office  ? 
Ansu}er,  Lucky-Hit  post-office ;  a  mile  and  a  half  from  there. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  State  whether  you  had  a  son  killed  about  that  time — December,  1868. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Go  on  and  state  the  circumstances  of  his  death. 

Anstcer.  I  bad  a  son  who  was  living  with  me  at  the  time;  the  only  son  I  bad;  about 
eighteen  vears  old ;  very  well  )m)wn ;  as  big  as  I  was.  He  went  out  ou  a  Monday  night 
Dver  to  what  they  called  the  Allen's  Ford,  where  some  colored  people  were  settled,  on 
the  creek,  hog-killing,  and  Jim  Henry  Cox,  and  Bunk  Hinds  and  Pony  Hinds,  (two 
brothers,)  were  there,  and  they  got  into  a  row  with  this  boy. 

Option.  Who  did? 

Anstcer.  These  Hinds  and  Jim  Henry  Cox.  and  then  Jim  Henry  Cox  trie^  to  cat  his 
throat  with  a  knife,  and  he  tbrowed  up  his  band,  and  some  other  colored  people — ^Place 
Forrow  and  Reuben  Blair — prevented  it,  and  they  took  him  home  with  them  tnat  night, 
and  be  came  to  his  house  Tuesday  morning  to  me^and  the  Tuesday  night  following 
the  Ku-Klnx  came.  They  told  bim  that  night,  "  You  light  now,  but  you  will  not  fight 
when  the  Ku-Klux  come.^'    It  was  awful  cind  that  night. 

Question.  Did  the  Ku-Klnx  come  to  your  house  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  At  what  hour  f 

Answer,  About  11  o'clbck  by  Mr.  Wallace's  clock.  I  had  no  clock.  I  asked  him  next 
Jioming  what  time  it  was  they  came,  and  he  said  it  was  about  11  o'clock. 

Question.  Had  you  retired  f  ><^  i 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.    I  was  abed  and  asleep,  with  all  my  £ftm^^  ^  GoOglc 


ALABAMA — SUB-OOUfflTT^E.  675 

(ftmliom.  Wastbereany  li^t  bnnnng? 

Antwer.  Yes,  eir ;  a  good  bi^  fire.  It  was  migbty  oold.  Jnst  as  I  laid  down  I  pnt  on 
two  sti^s  of  wood. 

Quatkm.  Had  yon  any  ezpeetation  of  being  visited  bv  Ku-Elnx  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  no  dream  of  1>eing  pestered  by  anybody.  I  stood  in  snch  a  way  I 
ctidn't  think  anybody  had  anything  against  me.  They  had  been  at  my  hoose  onee 
before,  hut  didn't  interfere  with  me,  and  I  had  been  resting  saf^.  I  went  there  in  1867, 
and  this  was  in  th«  fall  of  1868. 

Qm«9ti9n.  State  what  they  did. 

Afuwer.  They  came  that  night  and  knocked  at  my  door.  I  got  np  and  opened  the 
door  very  qoietly,  and  they  came  in. 

QutoHon,  How  many  came  in  t 

Answer,  Sim  Hndson  and  Pony  Hinds  walked  in  at  the  door,  and  Jnst  behind  them 
came  Hngfa  Hndson,  8im  Hudson's  father,  and  he  took  a  chair  and  sat  down  by  the 
fire,  and  they  ordered  me  to  light  a  candle.  I  took  a  candle  from  the  mantelpiece  and 
pulkd  a  straw  from  the  broom  to  light  the  candle.  Sim  Hndson  kicked  his  father  a 
little  in  t^e  bock  with  his  knee,  and  pointed  to  me.  I  was  looking  in  his  face  this  way. 
1  knew  him.    I  had  lived  there  thirty  years. 

QmesHan.  Had  they  disguises  on  f 

Ammcet,  Only  one  of  the  men  bad ;  Dick  Hinds  had  on  a  dis^ise.  I  knew  him.  Me 
and  him  was  raised  together.  He  had  a  little  piece  over  his  face.  They  came  and 
searched  my  honse  all  over  it.  By  the  time  I  got  ont  of  bed  I  heard  them  breaking 
the  door  down  in  the  room  where  my  boy  was,  with  two  grown  daaghters.  He  had 
two  sisters  that  were  grown ;  they  had  been  married,  bnt  their  husbands  died  in  the 
war.  They  broke  that  door  down,  and  just  as  I  got  up  I  heard  the  door  fliU,  and  they 
Slid,  "  Here  he  is,  by  God !  Here  he  is  P  Dick  Hinds  came  into  my  honse  and  asked  me 
to  carry  the  candle  into  the  next  room,  and  one  of  them  said,  **  Keep  back  Jim  Henry: 
he  will  cut  his  throat."  I  walked  in  and  says  to  my  daughter,  "  Where's  William T" 
and  she  says,  "  There  he  is ;  see  the  blood  running ;"  and  I  stepped  out  on  the  platform 
and  held  up  the  candle  and  looked  at  them,  and  as  I  looked  out  two  of  them  had  him 
and  had  his  head  drawn  back  in  this  way  (iUustratibg)  and  two  others  were  beating 
him  in  the  face  with  a  pistol.  They  had  no  disguises  on.  They  finally  took  him  off  a 
quarter  of  a  mile.  When  they  started  this  man  wont  to  me  and  said,  "  Do  you  know 
mef  Don't  you  tell  me  no  lie."  I  said,  **No."  This  was  Dick  Hinds.  He  says,  "  No, 
God  damn  you ;  you  hadj^tter  not  know  me."  He  says,  *'  This  time  I  have  nothing 
against  you.  You  are  a  hard-working  old  nigger.  You  staid  at  home  during  the  war 
and  took  care  of  the  little  children."  Another  one  stepped  up  and  said,  "  I  want  to 
give  yon  some  anyhow,  if  you  did  stay  at  home  in  the  war.  You  said  my  son  came  to 
jour  house  and  took  your  horse  out  of  the  stable."  I  says, "  Yes,  I  did  say  so.  He  came 
to  me  and  told  me  he  wanted  my  horse  and  took  him  out  of  the  stable.^'  Says  he,  "  I 
want  to  hurt  yon,"  and  he  walked  up  toward  me,  and  one  of  them  flung  him  back  and 
eays, ''  You  s^n't  hurt  old  Gus.  He  is  making  an  honest  living.  You  go  on  and  let  him 
alone."  I  stepped  in  and  put  on  my  boots  to  get  out  through  my  stable,  and  as  they 
went  through  the  yard  I  went  through  the  orchard  and  got  over  where  there  was  hog- 
weeds  as  high  as  my  head,  and  came  up  and  heard  their  conversation  as  they  were  going 
ap  the  hill  with  my  boy.  On  the  hill  there  was  some  cotton,  and  I  got  on  my  knees 
there  and  crawled  up  to  hear  what  they  would  do ;  for  if  they  killed  him  I  wanted  to 
find  him.  There  they  stripped  him  naked.  I  was  close  enough  to  hear  him,  as  they 
were  going  up,  when  he  told  them,  "  Oh !  gentlemen,  you  all  canying  me  along,  and 
here  are  two  men  stabbing  me  with  a  knife?'  They  said,  "  It's  a  damned  lie  j  nobody 
i«  sticking  you."  He  says,  "  Oh,  yes ;  I  fejel  the  blood  nmning  down  my  pants."  They 
says,  ••  Go  on,  God  damn  you ;  you  will  have  no  use  for  no  blood  no  how  mighty  soon.' 
He  went  on  up  the  hill  with  tfiem,  and  they  were  punching  and  cutting  him.  When 
they  got  up  there  they  took  him  down  and  beat  on  his  head.  I  was  not  further  from 
than  than  twenty  yards.  I  crept  right  around  behind  the  patch  of  briars  and  laid 
there.  He  never  hollered  bnt  once,  but  I  could  hear  him  [imitating  the  wheezing,  rat- 
tling sound  in  the  throat]  as  they  were  choking  him,  and  others  were  cutting  him  with 
a  knife  as  they  held  him  there,  and  some  of  the  rest  of  them  were  going  backwards  and 
forw^ards  to  the  other  company,  and  some  of  them  came  sometimes  as  close  as  from  here 
to  that  post,  [five  yards.]  I  would  lie  close,  so  they  c6n)d  not  see  me.  The  night  was  y 
mighty  cold,  and  they  made  up  a  fire  just  a  piece  on— as  far  off  as  from  here  across  the 
Btteet—and  they  would  pass  backward  and  forward ;  and  one  of  them  says  by  and  by. 
when  they  were  cutting  at  him,  "  The  captain  says  you  have  done  enough."  Thdy  said 
to  the  boy,  "  Yon  feel  here  and  see  how  you  like  these  gashes.  Do  you  reckon  they  will 
do  yon  f  He  went  back  to  the  captain  and  told  him,  and  the  captain  hollered,  *•  I 
told  you  to  spore  life,"  and  then  one  says,  "Get  up,  get  up,  God  damn  you,"  and  I  looked 
up,  aad  the  boy  was  so  weak  that  when  he  went  to  get  up  he  was  staggering,  and  one 
of  them  catched  him  by  the  shoulders  and  held  him,  and  just  then  one  hauled  off  and 
struck  at  him.  He  had  staggered,  I  reckon  through  weakness,  for  the  road  was  bloody 
*U  the  way  up  the  hill.    This  man  hauled  off  and  struck  him  and  then  jumped  on  to 
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him  and  stamped  kim,  and  they  shot  off  their  pistols  then  and  got  on  their  hotses  and 
w^eut  away.  I  was  looking  at  them  to  see  which  way  they  were  going  for  a  whila,  but 
I  got  uneasy  and  went  on  to  take  the  boy  on  to  the  house.  I  was  scrambling  in  the 
bushes  and  around  trying  to  find  him,  when  I  heard  the  ^irls,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off 
from  me,  cry  out,  ''Oh,  Lord  I  Lord  I  here's  Billy  cut  to  pieces  with  a  knife  I  Come, 
sister,  help  me  put  him  in  the  house.''  And  I  struck  and  ran  home,  and  there  he  was 
stuidine  with  nothing  on  him  but  his  shirt,  and  trembling  all  over  and  bloody,  and  x 
says,  ''Ob,  what's  the  matter?  Can't  you  tell  me  nothing,  my  b«yf"  and  be  says, 
"  No,  no,"  and  they  took  him  in  and  I  drew  the  bed  before  the  fire  in  my  room  and  sent 
the  little  boy  off  as  fast  as  he  could  go  for  ihe  doctor,  but  the  doctor  sent  word  he  was 
going  to  Huntsville  and  could  not  come.  The  next  morning  before  day  I  put  the  little 
boy  on  a  horse  and  sent  for  the  doctor  again.  Doctor  Frank  Blaur  sent  word  he  eooldn't 
come,  but  he  would  send  his  &ther,  old  Doctor  John  Blair ;  that  was  the  man  that 
raised  me.  He  never  came  until  8  or  9  o'clock  that  morning ;  then  he  walked  in.  By 
that  time  the  house  was  crowded  with  white  people,  and  when  he  walked  in  and  looked 
at  the  boy  he  says,  "  I  don*t  think  I  can  do  him  any  good."  Says  I,  "Are  you  going  off 
without  trvins  to  do  him  any  gpod,  doctor  t"  He  says, "  Have  you  ffot  any  tallow  F  I 
told  bim  I  bad.  He  says,  "  Have  jou  any  castile  soap  t"  I  said,  "  Yes,"  we  had.  Says 
ho,  ^*  Have  you  cot  any  tar  f"  I  told  him  we  had.  Then  be  turned  in  and  made  a  ppol- 
tioe,  a  salve,  and  dressed  his  wounds.  I  beard  him  tell  it  in  Huntsville  afterward  that 
it  took  him  two  hours  to  dress  the  boy's  wounds.  You  cooldu't  touch  him  anywhere, 
from  his  shoulders  down  to  the  tips  of  his  big  toes.  There  was  no  place  on  his  legs  or 
feet  that  you  could  touch  him. 

Question.  Why  could  you  not  touch  him  f 

Anaioer,  Because  it  was  cut  to  pieees  with  a  knife.  The  calves  of  his  legs  were  split 
up  and  cut  across,  and  his  thighs  were  split  open  and  cut  across,  and  his  knee  looked 
like  they  had  tried  to  take  the  cap  off  of  his  knee,  and  all  his  hands  and  arms  were  cut 
and  slit  up  too. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Queatian.  Did  you  say  his  feet  were  cut  T 

Annoer,  The  bottom  of  his  feet  were  split  open  and  the  bottom  of  his  heel  was  split. 
Mr.  Tom  Green  here  was  one  of  the  grand  Jury  that  examined  him. 

QueatiotL  Was  he  carried  here  before  the  grand  jury  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  he  was  carried  in  on  a  litter  part  of  the  way. 

QuestUm.  How  long  did  he  live  f 

Anstcer,  He  lived  a  vear.  I  fetched  him  here.  I  lived  in  Limestone  then.  He  got  so  he 
could  get  about  a  little.  I  hired  a  wagon  and  fetched  him  here,  but  directly  be  came  here 
he  was  taken  down  with  a  liemorrbage  that  came  from  stamping  him  on  the  stomach 
and  breast.  They  stamped  him  all  over  the  stomach  and  breast.  In  two  weeks  after 
he  was  examined  in  the  court-room  there  he  died.  Everybody  that  saw  him  said  he 
couldn't  live,  and  they  were  surprised  that  he  lived  so  long.  I  had  the  doctors  to  tend 
him.  I  owe  forty  or  fifty  dollars  to  Doctor  Henry  Benford ;  he  asked  me  for  the  money 
on  Saturday.  After  all  this  was  done  I  knew  every  man  of  them,  and  I  came  here  and 
made  complaint.  Mr.  Wager  assisted  me,  and  Jim  Common,  of  Athens,  told  me  to  have 
them  arrested  before  the  grand  jury.  I  did  it,  and  Mr.  Lentz,  the  sheriff— I  went  down 
with  him—Mr.  Common  and  Bir.  Lentz  took  the  boy  in  the  room  and  examined  him. 
He  says  to  me,  "  Qus,  he  can't  live."  At  that  time  his  legs  were  more  than  double  the 
natural  size.  I  had  a  good  deal  of  property  down  there.  I  had  thirty  head  .of  hogs 
and  four  bales  of  cotton ;  I  had  four  bales  ginned  and  fetched  on  to  Athens  with  me : 
I  ffot  Mr.  Wallace  to  help  me,  for  I  had  got  crowded.  I  fetched  my  cotton  there  and 
sold  it.  They  looked  for  me  to  go  back.  I  left  my  wife  and  young  child  there.  I 
didn't  want  to  go  away.  I  hadn't  done  anything,  but  I  believe  they  would  have  treated 
me  just  the  same  way  and  I  went  away.  I  left  thirty  head  of  hogs  and  one  good  milk 
cow ;  four  bales  of  cotton  and  my  com  in  the  field.  Jim  Common  told  me  to  sue  for 
it.    I  went  down  there  and  all  my  things  were  gone. 

Question,  Who  got  them  f 

Answer,  I  don't  know.  Mr.  Wallace  turned  around  and  sold  a  part  of  my  hogs  to 
Aquilla  Cheatham,  one  of  the  neighbors  there. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Now  give  the  names  of  the  men  ooncemed  in  the  beating  and  cutting  of 
your  son  t 

Answer,  Dick  Hinds  and  Pony  Hinds,  Buff  Ray  and  George  Hudson,  Sim  Hudson, 
Chew  TFitzhugh)  Hudson,  Bill  Norther,  Jim  Henry  Cox,  little  Dave  Friend.  They 
had  it  down  there  Dave  Friend,  and  they  went  to  arrest  the  old  man  and  let  the  youns 
one  go,  and  since  that  they  say  his  name  is  John,  but  he  always  went  by  the  name  ^ 
Dave. 

(Question.  How  many  of  these  men  were  arrested  f  /^  T 

Answer,  Eleven  of  them.  Digitized  by  vjOOQLC 
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ByMr.  Buokibt: 
Qvestkm.  Hove  they  all  been  arrested  f 

Aittwer,  Yee,  sir ;  bat  they  done  run  off.  Only  three  came  to  the  United  States  court 
hen  in  May. 

By  theCHAiBiCAN: 

<iiie$tkm.  Had  they  givei^bail  to  appear  in  oonrtt 

Jhmoer.  Yes,  sir.  • 

(iumUom.  Did  they  forfeit  their  bonds  f 

Auwer.  Yes^  sir ;  they  went  off  and  are  not  here. 

QuttHon,  Have  tber  left  that  part  of  the  oonntry  for  good  f 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  gone  to  Arkansas. 

Qtmiion,  Have  these  three  b^n  tried  f 

Jnntar,  Ho,  sir ;  they  never  had  tbem  np  here  before  the  coort  at  alL 

QmtUom,  Are  they  oat  on  bail  now  f 

•4«M0r.  Yes,  sir.  They  were  here  last  spring,  bnt  the  others  were  not  here.  Lawyer 
Malone,  of  Athens,  told  me  he  thought  the  ones  that  done  the  damage  were  going. 
"Where.''  I  asked  him.  He  said  Dick  Hinds  was  going  to  Arkansas,  and  he  aidirt 
know  where  Jim  Henry  €k>x  wa& 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Que$tion,  Is  Eliza  Jane  Blair  yonr  daaghter  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

(luetthn.  Did  she  make  an  affidavit  before  Mr.  Wager  in  regard  to  this  caset 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  she  came  here,  and  my  daughter  Charlotte,  and  my  wife  too ;  they 
all  saw  them  and  all  knew  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QwtlUm,  Were  more  than  one  of  tiiese  men  disguised  f 

Anmcer,  Only  one  was^disguised. 

QustiotL  How  was  he^disguised  f  ' 

An$wer.  He  had  on  a  gown  that  struck  him  about  the  top  of  his  boots— may  be  half 
way  from  his  knee  down,  and  a  sort  of  white  veil  over  his  face,  and  he  raised  it  up  and 
asked  me  if  I  knew  him.  I  reckoned  it  was  best  to  say  I  didn't,  and  I  told  him  I 
dido't  know  him.  He  said,  "Damn  you,  you  had  better  not  know  me,''  and  he  com- 
mehced  talking  about  the  horse.  The  other  one  stepped  up  then ;  he  had  a  pistol  in 
Ilia  hand  and  jabbed  it  in  my  face. 

Qitesthn.  Did^ey  come  on  foot  to  your  house! 

Answer.  Yes.  sir:  the  horses  were  on  the  hill.  After  they  got  done  they  went  over 
to  Tarboroaeh  and  beat  a  boy  by  the  name  of  Joe  Yarborough.. 

Qses^ton.  The  same  night  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  j  down  in  the  fork  of  the  river. 

Question.  Was  he  a  colored  boy  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  These  men,  when  they  came  baek  to  my  house  asked,  '^  Where  is 
Gosf  She  said  she  didn't  know,  and  they  knocked  her  down,  and  stamped  her  and 
ckokerl  her  ou  the  bed.  Tbov  went  down  to  the  house  to  one  of  my  daughters  and 
clioked  her  and  beat  her,  and  was  going  to  beat  Eliza,  but  she  begged  that  sho  was 
«ck  and  says,  "  I  don't  know  where  father  is."  One  of  tbem  run  in  the  house  then 
ttd  said,  *'  Come  out  here  and  let  the  women  alone ;  they  don't  imow  where  Gas  has 
gone." 

<tfie$tion.  How  long  was  that  after  your  son  was  taken  out  f 

Answer,  The  same  night  A  parcel  of  them  took  him  and  two  of  them  came  back 
sod  did  that,  and  they  told  my  wife,  "  TeU  Gus  he  has  been  here  two  years,  and  it  is  as 
looft  as  we  intend  he  shall  be  here.  White  folks  wants  to  work  this  land."  There  is 
ozAiindred  acres  of  land  cleared.  I  rented  out  part  of  my  laud  there  to  a  white  man 
named  Mr.  Wallace.  He  told  my  wife  to  tell  me  that  Inside  of  two  weeks  1  must  not 
be  caoght  there.    He  said,  **  He  has  got  to  get  away,  crop  or  no  crop." 

Question,  Were  these  men  all  renters  f 

Answer,  The  Hudsons  were  renters.  They  were  not  all  renters.  Dick  Hinds  had  a 
toy  good  plantation.  The  Hudsons  were  renters,  and  Jim  Henry  Cox  and  Ruff  Ray 
vere  renters.  Then  I  had  to  just  get  away  from  there  as  quick  as  I  eould.  That  night, 
oold  as  it  was,  my  wife  had  to  lay  out  all  night  long.  She  could  not  find  me  and  I 
wold  not  find  her.  I  went  over  to  where  Mrs.  Andrews  was  lying  a  corpse  and  they 
were  sitting  up  with  her,  and  I  asked  if  Elam  Hamilton  was  there.  Some  white  wo- 
nen  eame  out  and  they  seemed  scared.  It  seemed  that  there  were  no  men  there.  7 
jcat  on  over  home,  then,  and  asked  for  my  wife.  About  daylight  my  wife  came  in. 
Sfie  said  she  had  been  sitting  in  the  cotton  patch  all  night  in  the  oold.  At  this  time 
Mr.  Wallace's  wife  came  from  sitting  up  with  the  corpse,  and  she  said,  "  What  is  the 
"natter  here  ?  "  I  says,  "  It  w^s  near  about  judgment  last  night.  They  have  out  Billy 
^  to  pieces  and  have  killed  him.    Doctor  Blair  says  it  is  no  use  to  do  anything  for 
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him/'  She  says,  "Oh  Lord!  good  Lord!  good  Lord!''  and  Mr.  Walllu^  came  to  mj 
honso  and  asked  what  I  was  going  to  do.  I  told  him  I  was  going  to  hitch  up  my 
horses  and  get  mycotton ;  that  X  could  not  go  away.  I  says, "  I  will  have  to  have  oarts 
to  carry  it  away."  He  says,  "  I  dou't  reckon  yoar  sorrel  horse  will  work,  and  I  will 
l«t  you  have  my  horse  to  help  you  if  your  horse  don't  work  ; "  but  my  horse  worked 
finely,  and  I  hanled  four  bales ;  I  took  two  bales,  and  Mr.  Wattine  two  bales.  I  sold 
my  cotton  for  twenty  cents,  and  I  paid  Mr.  Common  what  lowed  him,  and  then  I  came 
on  here  and  sent  back  for  my  children,  and  my  hogs,  and  everything  else  was  gone  and 
destroyed.  Mr.  Floyd  came  np  there  once  in  tiid  springs  in  Mamh.  He  aaked  if  I  could 
pay  him.  I  told  him  I  had  nothing  to  pay  him.  I  says,  ^*  When  I  camo  away  yoa 
ought  to  have  gone  down  there  aad  taken  everything.'*  There  wa«a  bale  left  up-stairs 
and  half  a  bale  in  the  gin,  and  the  rest  in  the  patch.  There  was  nine  bales  in  all ;  and 
about  all  my  com  and  everything  is  gone. 

Question.  What  waa  the  value  of  the  com,  cotton,  and  everything  elae  that  you  left 
behind  when  you  came  away  ! 

An$w€r.  About  five  hundred  dollars' worth,  Mr.  Common  said.  I  never  even  got  a  chair 
— everything  was  destroyed  and  taken.  There  was  four  bales  of  cotton,  and  four  bales 
of  cotton,  you  know,  was  worth  |:^  at  20  oents  a  pound.  Cotton  rose  then.  I  had 
forty  acres  of  corn,  out  of  my  seventy-five  acres,  and  it  waa  good  corn — splendid  com. 
Mr.  Hamilton  wanted  to  buy  the  com  in  the  patch.  Jost  Ij^fore  that  I  was  speaking 
of  moving  away,  and  Mr.  Floyd  says,  "  Gus,  you  are  such  a  good  fiirmer,  nobody  will 
intemipt  you,"  and  then  I  turned  in  and  rented  the  place  for  another  year,  and  I  was 
to  pay  him  when  I  sold  the  present  crop,  but  they  broke  me  up  before  Christmaa. 

Question,  Did  he  hold  you  for  rent  when  you  had  been  compelled  to  abandon  the 
placet 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir,  he  even  came  up  here  for  it,  and  I  had  hia  biother-in-law  to  draw  a 
pistol  on  me,  right  down  in  the  next  room,  about  the  pay.  Mr.  Figgs,  the  squire,  saw 
it. 

Question,  You  say  you  had  two  sona-in-law  in  the  Union  army  ^Kxring  the  war  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questfbn,  Did  tbey  return  f 

Anstoer,  No,  sir;  tbey  died.  Anderson  Blair  was  Eliza  Blair's  husband,  and  she 
made  afiidavit  for  her  pay  a  good  many  times,  but  Mr.  Wager  said  she  didn't  make  the 
right  kind  of  proof. 

Question,  Did  you  have  any  arms  about  yonr  house  at  the  time  of  this  occurrence  f 

Answer,  No,  Sir ;  not  a  thing.  I  was  living  there  just  as  quiet  and  peaceable  as  anv 
neighbor  or  citizen  could  live ;  no  black  person  but  me  lived  there.  They  had  run  all 
the  rest  of  them  away,  but  I  didn*t  think  anybody  would  ever  interfere  with  me. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  more  disturbances  of  this  kind  down  there  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  of  black  people  beiuflt  whipped  by  nwn  in  disgnise  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  and  white  men  too.  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Wallace's  brother-in-law,  a 
white  man  and  a  Union  num,  was  taken  out  and  whipped  badly  and  treated  awfolly, 
and  then  they  told  him  to  get  away ;  and  then  they  came  back,  two  weeks  before  they 
came  to  my  house,  and  tied  him  to  a  simmon  (persimmon)  tree  and  shot  him. 

Question  Did  yon  hear  of  any  other  casef 

Answer,  Jnst  a  while  b^ore  they  killed  Mr.  Harrison  they  went  over  by  Benfield's, 
and  they  had  some  big  persecution  and  whipping  of  people  over  at  Bodgersville. 

Question.  Black  people  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  took  one  mtm  there  and  treated  him  pretty  much  as  they  had 
treated  my  Billy. 

Question.  Was  that  in  Limestone  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  in  Lauderdale  Ooantv.    I  didnt  live  but  two  miles  from  the  line. 

Question.  Did  you  beiur  of  men  Hdhig  in  disgnise  in  that  county  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  men  in  Landerdiue  Connty.wore  black  gowns,  but  in  Limestone 
they  wear  white  gowns ;  but  when  they  came'to  my  honse,  that  night,  they  didn't 
have  on  white  gowns.  I  reckon  they  thought  there  wasn't  but  one  negro  there,  and 
they  didn't  need  to  put  on  goWna.  SeTeraloitiaens  asked  me  about  it,  but  I  told  th«m 
I  reckon  they  thongnt  they  didn't  need  any  as  there  was  only  one  negro  there. 

Question,  Did  ^ou  hear  of  c^her  places  where  disguised  men  took  people  ont  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  all  throngh  Tennessee.  Mr.  Hamilton, Jnst  a  while  before  this 
happened,  was  up  m  Tennessee  hunting  a  mule,  and  he  said  to  me,  *^  I  saw  the  awful- 
est  sight  day  before  yesterday  that  I  ever  saw  in  my  life."  He  had  rode  out  in  the 
cotton-field  to  where  I  was.  I  asked  him  what  it  was.  He  said,  *'  I  saw  a  man  tied 
to  a  tree  and  shot  six  times  throngh  the  head,  and  his  head  just  laid  back,  Ixia 
month  open,  and  grinning  dead,  and  it  was  the  awfulest  sight  I  ever  saw." 


Question,  Where  does  tEe  doctor  live  who  dressed  yomr  son  T  ^OqIc 

Answer,  In  Limestone  County  ;  he  has  been  here  twice  as  a  witness,     o 
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Quetiion  WAen  did  your  son  die  T 

Annofr.  Year  before  last :  the  first  Ohristmas  rooming. 

QuetiHom,  How  long  did  he  live  f 

Answer.  Abont  a  year  and  a  few  weeks. 

^IMS/ton.  Did  yon  ever  hear  the  doctor  say  what  was  the  cause  of  his  death  f 

Antwer,  I  heard  him  say,  down  there  in  the  eonrt^honse,  that  it  was  the  outtiug  and 
8tampin|^  that  had  killed  him :  he  said,  when  he  came  to  see  him  at  fost,  that  he 
bad  no  idea  at  all  of  his  ever  living.  Mr.  Joe  Petty  told  my  daughter— a  neighbor 
man  that  ^ned  my  cotton — and  tola  me,  **  Gns,  I  could  have  told  you  here'last  year, 
but  when  I  told  you  they  were  not  going  to  let  you  live  there  you  ought  to  have  gone 
away  and  then  your  boy  wouldn't  have  been  cut  up.''  He  was  standing  at  my  door 
and  asked  about  It,  and  when  I  began  to  tell  him  he  ran  off  to  the  gin  and  says,  *^  I 
caoi'l  stand  to  hear  of  a  human  being  being  cut  up  in  that  way.  I  can't  bear  to  hear  tliat 
now ;  let  me  study  on  it  a  while  and  get  my  mind  settled  to  hear  it."  He  went  off, 
and  he  came  next  day  and  a^ed  to  hear  it,  aud  I  told  him,  and  he  says,  **  O,  Qod, 
BtB ;  you  must  get  somebody  else  to  gin  your  cotton  now.  I  can't  do  it  after  hearing 
fhsA.  I  cant  gin  your  cotton."  He  says :  "  If  they  had  known  that  Billy  could  have 
sot  to  the  house  they  would  have  killed  him  where  he  was  that  night.  They  had  no 
idea  of  his  coming  to  the  house."  Then  he  says,  **  I'll  gin  your  cotton  and  let  you  get 
away,  for  I  listen  &om  this  time  every  night  for  your  death." 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Quettian,  1  thought  you  stated  at  first  that  your  boy  died  a  very  short  time  after  this 
cutting! 

An$wer,  No^  sir. 

Qme8tUm,  Bfow  long  was  it  f 

Anstoer^  It  was  a  year  and  about  two  weeks.  It  was  done  two  weeks  to  Christ- 
mas,  and  he  died  about  Christmas. 

QuesHpn.  It  was  done  two  w^ks  before  Christmas,  1868,  and  he  died  Christmas,  1869  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  Christmas  morning,  1869. 

(Question.  Were  the  fellows  who  killed  him  the  same  feUows  that  had  the  fight  with 
him  a  short  time  before  f 

AMBtper,  Yes,  sir,  the  very  men. 

Oife9ti4Hi.  How  long  before  the  time  they  butchered  him  in  that  way  was  it  they  had 
bad  the  fight  f    Yon  say  it  was  on  Monday  night. 

Amswar.  it  was  a  moath  lacking  a  day.  It  was  Monday  night  he  was  at  the  hog- 
killing  and  they  had  the  fuss,  and  Tuesday  night,  the  very  next  night,  they  came.  They 
told  him,  "  Go<l  damn  you,  go  on  now ;  you  can  fight  now,  but  wait  till  the  Ku-Klux 
come." 

QuesHon.  Monday  they  had  the  fight,  and  Tuesday  night  they  came  and  butchered 
himf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  same  lot  of  fellows  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  Jim  Henry  Cox  had  the  knifid,  and  I  beard  them  say  ''Keep 
Jim  Henry  Cox  back  or  he  will  cut  his  throat ;"  and  while  they  were  beating  him  in 
the  face  with  his  head  thrown  back,  Jim  Henry  Cox  run  nn  to  out  his  throat  with  his 
knife  out  this  way,  [illustrating,  J  but  his  uncle  threw  him  back  and  kept  him  off. 

Question.  Did  they  have  a  pretty  hard  fight  the  night  before  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  were  three  of  them,  and  be  was  but  a  boy,  only  one.  Bunk 
and  Pony  Hinds  were  there. 

Question.  What  kind  of  people  were  the  Hinds'  T 

Answer*  IPhey  were  low-down,  drunkon,  mean  men.  the  meanest,  meanest  kind  of 
mean  men.  They  are  drunkards  and  mean  men,  and  tneir  daddy  before  thorn — mean, 
mean,  mean  as  you  can  think  of. 

Qussihii.  What  sort  are  the  other  loi— the  Hudsons  f 

Answer.  They  are  tho  meanest  kind  of  men  that  you  could  find  anywhere ;  always 
troubling  and  disturlni^  people,  whites  and  blacks. 

Question.  £ight  out  of  the  eleven  left  the  country  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  only  three  of  them  came  here,  and  all  the  balance  are  gone. 

Qusstiom.  And  they  are  being  proeeooted  now  in  the  United  States  court  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  caie  of  them  is  dead.    He  has  gone  to  his  k>ng  home. 

QuesOim.  He  has  beat  the  case  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  dead. 


HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  Cttober  9, 1871. 
WHjLIAM  ford  (colored^  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairbcan  :  C^mr^n]t> 

Question.  Where  did  you  live  in  the  faU  of  1868  T  °  9'^'^^^  ^^  V^OO^  LC 

Answer.  On  Mr.  Jesse  Lawler*s  place,  the  other  side  of  the  prownsborough  road,  in 
Madiion  County. 
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QuesthtL  How  loDg  bad  you  lived  there  f  • 

Answer,  I  had  liv^  there  going  on  two  years. 

Question,  Were  yon  in  the  Army  dnring  the  war  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  was  with  the  Army  three  weeks^  bat  not  a  soldier.  I  was  only 
helping  to«fortify. 

QuesUan,  Had  you  a  family  in  the  ^gOI  of  1868t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Were  you  visited  by  the  Ku-Klux  that  year  f 

Answer,  Only  Just  onoe ;  that  time  they  whipped  me. 

Question,  When  was  it  f 

Answer,  1868. 

Question,  What  month  f 

Answer,  I  don't  know  exactly  what  month.  It  was  Just  a  week  before  the  Grant 
election  came  off. 

Question,  Qo  on  and  give  all  the  particulars  of  your  whipping. 

Answer,  I  really  don't  know  what  they  whipped  me  for.  They  said  they  whipped  me 
for  my  threatening  to  shoot  them  if  they  ever  attacked  or  did  anything  to  me ;  that  is, 
them  of  the  Ku-Klnz  faith. 

Question,  Who  whipped  you  f 

Answer,  I  can't  tell ;  they  were  disguised. 

Question.  How  many  were  in  the  crowd  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  about  a  hundred  in  the  crowd. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  every  one  of  them. 

Question.  Were  they  on  foot  or  on  horseback  t 

Answer.  On  horseback. 

Question.  Were  they  armed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  were  they  armed  t 

Answer.  With  pistols. 

Question.  Were  their  horses  disguised? 

Ansujer^  Yes,  sir. 

Qtiestion,  What  was  the  disguise  the  men  had  on  f 

Answer.  They  had  white  cloth  over  their  fWces,  and  had  on  long  black  gowns. 

Question.  Had  they  any  horns  on  their  head  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  they  had  horns  on  their  head.  They  didn't  have  their  hats  on.  They 
had  something  on  their  heads  with  horns  to  it. 

Question,  How  were  their  hones  disguised  f 

Answer'  They  had  white  sheets  tied  over  them  that  came  down  under  the  belly  and 
were  tied.    It  did'nt  go  down  on  the  legs  at  all. 
.  Question.  How  late  at  night  was  it  f 

Answer,  About  11  o'clock. 

Question.  At  whose  house  was  itf 

Answer.  At  my  father's  house. 

Question.  Were  you  abed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  was  abed  sick. 

Question.  Was  the  whole  fiunily  abed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  light  in  the  house  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  f 

Answer.  They  came  into  the  door  and  called  for  me.  When  they  called  for  me  I 
jumped  out  of  bed.    I  saw  there  was  no  chanee  to  get  out  of  the  house.    I  pulled  up  a 

Elank  under  the  l>ed,  and  they  came  in  and  searched  for  me,  and  they  went  to  another 
ouse  and  inquired  for  me,  and  he  told  them  I  was  sick  and  was  bound  to  be  there,  and 
so  they  came  back  and  tore  up  the  floor  and  got  me  out,  and  they  diained  my  arms 
and  beat  me  out  in  the  road,  and  made  me  run  about  half  a  mile. 

Question,  Had  you  any  arms  in  the  house  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Who  were  in  the  house  when  they  came  there  f 

Answer,  James  Ford  and  Margaret  Ford  and  Aaron  Ford;  that's  my  mother  and 
father  and  brother. 

Question.  Were  these  all  that  were  about  the  house  f 

Ansxoei'.  Sfes,  sir. 

Question.  No  arms  were  about  the  house  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  expecting  them  at  all  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  the  first  you  ever  saw  of  the  Eu-Elux  l^ed  by  CjOOQ  IC     ^ 

Answer.  Yes;  sir )  that  was  tne  first  I  ever  saw  of  them.  o 
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QuettUm.  Was  that  a  moonligl^  night  f 

Amwer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuaUon,  Toa  say  they  boand  yoar  arms  f 

insiMr.  Yesy  sir;  right  back  in  this  way,  [illnstratinff,]  and  chained  them  back,  and 
ther  rnn  the  chain  across  my  back  and  looped  it  in  each  arm,  and  made  me  ran  about 
hslf  a  mile,  to  where  they  whipped  me. 

Question,  Had  yon  yoar  clothes  on  f 

AMwer,  I  came  out  of  the  field  that  eyening  and  had  a  ehiU,  and  jnst  laid  down  on 
the  bed,  and  the  folks  didn't  wake  me  up  at  dark,  and  so  I  didn't  pull  my  dothea  off, 
sod  hadn't  them  off  when  they  waked  me. 

Question.  Yon  had  a  coat  on  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  a  vest  and  pants. 

QueetUm.  What  did  these  men  do  then  f 

Answer,  They  stretched  me  out  in  the  road  and  whipped  me,  I  suppose  iUx>nt  a 
bQDdied  lashes. 

QumUou,  Was  this  all  done  by  one  man  f 

AMswer.  Only  one  man  did  the  whipping ;  but  the  men  that  made  me  double-quick 
before  that  were  not  the  men  that  whipped  me. 

Question,  What  were,  yon  whioped  with  f 

Answer,  With  a  hickory  switcn. 

Question.  How  long  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  about  four  feet  long. 

Question,  Did  it  cut  the  flesh  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  only  in  one  place.  One  of  them,  when  they  had  me  running,  jumped 
his  borse  on  me,  and  the  horse  struck  my  heel  and  it  cut  the  flesh  rif  ht  smart.  That 
is  the  only  place  it  cut  the  flesh.    He  never  cut  the  flesh  with  a  switck 

Question,  J[>id  you  lie  with  your  face  down  while  they  were  whipping  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  did  they  say  they  whipped  you  forf 

Answer,  They  said  they  whipped  me  for  threatening  to  shoot  the  Kn-Klux  if  they 
attacked  me. 

Question.  Did  they  say  they  were  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Where  did  they  say  they  came  from  t 

Anmeer,  Some  of  them  said  they  came  from  Nashville,  and  some  down  from  off  the 
moon. 

Question,  Did  you  know  any  of  them  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  one  ot  them.     They  were  all  disguised. 

Quesition.  Did  they  have  any  liquor  along  ? 

Anmer.  I  don't  know  whether  they  had  or  not. 

Question.  You  did  not  see  them  drinking  f  « 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Ques^m,  What  did  they  do  with  you  after  they  whipped  yon  t 

Antwer.  They  told  me  to  ^  on  back.  They  asked  me  who  I  was  going  to  vote  for ; 
for  Grant  and  Colfax,  or  Blair  and  Seymour,  and  I  claimed  to  them,  as  they  had  me  out 
Aere  ov erpo  w  ered,  that  I  would  vote  for  Blair  and  Seymonr.  I  did  that  to  get  off.  They 
wanted  to  know  my  politics,  and  I  answered, ''  What  is  politics,  sir  f  " — very  igpnorant 
like—and  he  says,  "  Who  will  you  vote  for  T  "  I  says,  "  I  will  vote  for  Blair  and  Sey- 
mour." I  said  that  to  get  off  as  light  as  I  could.  They  had  another  man  out  at  the 
same  time,  and  they  whipped  him  tremendous ;  four  whipped  him  at  the  same  time. 

Question,  How  did  you  know  that  the  men  who  whipped  you  were  for  Seymour  and 
Blairf 

AnnoeT.  I  knew  that  no  republican  would  go  on  no  such  a  platform  as  that. 

By  Mr.  Bucelby  : 

Question.  Who  was  this  other  man  who  was  whipped  at  the  same  time  t 

Answer,  George  Lawler.    He  lived.on  Ben.  Lawler's  place.    I  live  on  Jesse  Lawler's. 

Question,  What  did  they  whip  him  for? 

Answer,  They  said  they  whipped  him  for  his  threats,  and  for  talking  politics. 

Question,  Did  he  talk  i>olitics  f 

Answer,  I  suppose  he  tried  to  instruct  his  colored  friends,  and  he  was  not  so  particularly 
viee  a  man  in  talking  politics,  but  he  talked  what  he  thought  was  reasonable  and 
what  he  knew. 

Question.  Did  they  whip  him  severely  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  four  or  five  whipped  him  at  the  same  time.  * 

Que^ion.  The  same  men  that  whipped  you  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  They  whipped  nim  as  near  to  me  as  from  here  to  that  chair, 
rbey  whipped  him  first. 

Question.  The  same  band  whipped  both  of  you  f  r.        , ,    C^  r\r\cs\o 

-4n«IWr.  Yes,  sir.  Digitized  by  ^^OO^LL 
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Question,  Did  they  say  anything  to  him  aborit  pontics? 

Answer,  Yes^  sir ;  and  I  suppose  he  owned  a  great  deal  that  he  knew,  and  he  claimed 
that  he  was  going  to  vote  for  Grant  and  Conax,  and  I  suppose  that  is  why  they 
whipped  him  so  much  more  than  me.  Hq  had  thioatened  to  snoot  them,  and,  in  fuct, 
he  had  his  enn  sitting  at  the  head  oi  his  bed.  He  had  made  his  threats  ttiat  he  haid 
it  there,  and  they  went  in  and  found  it  there,  and  took  him  out  and  whipped  him 
mighty  bad. 

Qtt^on.  He  had  said  if  the  Ku-Klnx  troubled  him  he  would  shoot  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  draw  blood  on  him  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  they  drawed  blood  on  him. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  these  men  whipping  a  democratic  negro  t 

ATuncer.  No,  sir.    I  never  heard  of  their  whippmg  a  democrat. 

Questi&n.  Have  ^on  heard  of  any  other  cases  of  whipping  up  there  t 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  heard  they  whipped  old  man  Wesley  Vincent. 

Question.  The  same  fall  f 

Ansu>er.  I  don't  remember  about  the  time;  may  be  a  month  after  they  whipped  me, 
and  took  two  pistols  and  a  gun,  and  seven  dollars  in  silver  and  nine  dollars  in  green- 
backs. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Was  be  a  colored  manf 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  What  did  they  whip  him  for  f 
Answer.  1  don't  know  what  they  whipped  him  for. 
Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  other  c&ses  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  went  off  that  fall^  and  shortly  after  that  down  to  Arkaafaa,  and 
staid  there  until  last  Christmas. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  all  this  whipping  happen  in  Madison  County  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  all  these  cases  I  have  explained  happ^ied  in  Madison  County* 
.  QtM8ti<m.  In  the  faU  of  1868  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  eny  of  these  men  ever  punished  for  any  6f  these  whippings  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  never. 

Question,  Were  they  never  taken  up  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  in  fact  I  don't  know  whether  there  was  any  of  them  known ;  who 
they  were  that  did  it,  and  if  they  were  known  men  were  afraid  to  tell  who  Ihsy  were. 
1  don't  suppose  thoy  were  known  because  they  were  always  disguised  when  they  first 
came  about.    I  don't  know  how  it  was  last  year  and  year  before  last. 

Question.  Did  you  come  to  Huntsville  and  make  complaint  f 

Ansxoer,  No,  sir;  I  didn't  make  complaint.  I  got  through  with  my  crop  as  soon  as  I 
could,  and  wound  up  and  went  to  Arkansas. 

Question.  Did  you  go  because  you  were  afraid  to  stay  in  that  neighborhood  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir,  because  I  was  afraid  to  stay  in  this  country. 

Question,  Did  any  colored  men  in  that  part  of  the  country  vote  the  democratic 
ticket  f 

Answer,  I  heard  of  some  that  voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

Question,  Why  did  they  do  it  f 

Answer,  Because  they  were  scared  into  it  and  forced  into  it. 

Question,  Did  they  tell  you  so  ? 
.  Answer,  Yes,  sir,  they  told  me  so.    When  the  Grant  and  Colfax  election  came  off  I 
didn't  vote  at  aU.    I  was  afraid  to.    I  didn't  want  to  vote  democrat,  and  I  thought  if 
I  couldn't  vote  the  republican  ticket  I  would  not  vote  at  all,  and  so  I  didn't  vote  at  alL 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  These  were  the  first  Ku-Klux  you  ever  saw  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  only  ones  you  ever  saw  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir.  No,  I  will  take  that  back.  I  saw  some  passing  the  toj^  one  night 
after  that.    I  was  off  a  good  piece,  though. 

Qu€9tion.  They  had  never  troubled  you  be^Dce  in  any  way  t 

Answer.  No,  nor  since. 

Question.  What  were  you  threatening  them  about  t 

Answer.  I  suppose  they  said  I  threatened  to  shoot  them  if  they  ever  uudertook  to 
come  in  on  me  to  whip  me.  ^^  - 

Question.  Had  you  not  been  threatening  them  t  Digitized  by  vjOOQIC 

Answer,  No,  sir.  ^ 
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QuestUnu  Hott  did  they  get  that  out  on  you  T 

Anmcer,  I  don't  know.  ThatHi  what  they  whipped  me  for.  There  is  a  great  many 
people  in  that  neighborhood,  and  this  man  I  was  living  with  had  a  brick-yard,  and  me 
Md  Mm  had  a  fiiwing  out,  and  eame  mighty  near  fignting,  and  he  said,  ^  Go  ahead, 
young  man,  and  watch  your  downfall/'  and  about  a  month  after  that  the  Ku-Klox 
came  and  whipped  me.  Me  and  him  had  a  falling  out  about  his  whipping  my 
brother. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  What  was  his  ntftte  f  '    • 

Anwer.  Jesse  Lawier. 

By  Mr.  Bbck  : 

Question,  Is  he  there  yet  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  he  is  dead. 

Question,  Where  do  you  live  now  f 

Answer,  Ou  Perry  Harrison's  place,'  about  a  mile  from  there. 

Question,  Were  you  summonod  to  come  here  f 

Answer,  N<k  sir. 

Question,  How  did  yoa  find  out  that  you  might  be  wanted  f 

Amwer,  Ham  Gravitt  came  out  and  strewed  the  news  through  the  oountry,  and  oame 
to  me  and  talked  about  it,  and  told  me  and  proposed  to  me  to  oodoie  dowm  to-4»y,  and 
1  got  on  the  horse  and  came  on. 

Quation,  You  came  to  the  door  here  without  being  summoned  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  many  of  you  came  f 

Answer,  Three  of  us  came  together. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Que»Uon,  Had  you  all  been  whipped  f 
Answer,  Ham  Gravitt  himself  hadn't  been  whipped. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

QuesHon,  Where  does  he  live? 

Answer,  Up  two  miles  from  Maysville— two  miles  from  where  I  live.  Anthony  Bowen 
was  there  too. 

Question,  Is  he  at  the  door  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  and  Lawier  come  to  blows  t 

Answer.  No,  sir.  He  whipped  my  brother,  and  I  asked  him  who  authorized  him  to 
wlup  any  nigger.  Ho  said  he  'low'd  to  whip  every  nigger  in  the  brick-yard  before  10 
(i^ttoek.  1  got  outside  then  and  told  him  here  was  onene  wouldn't  whip,  and  I  was  a^ 
good  a  man  as  there  was  in  the  brick-yard.  Then  he  said,  '^Go  ahead ;"  ne  would  whip 
my  brother  again,  except  hell  froze  over. 

Qnsstion.  When  you  stepped  out  of  the  brick>yard  did  he  follow  you  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  didn't  have  the  fight  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  we  never  had  3xe  fight. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  Ku-Klux  visiting  the  colored  people's  houses  for 
tile  pnrpose  of  taking  their  arms  of  defense  t 

Answer,  I  have  very  frequently  heard  of  that.  They  called  on  me  for  my  arms  that 
night.  .  I  had  none :  they  said  I  had  some — that  they  were  told  I  had  some.  A  few 
ireeks  before  that  1  had  a  pistol,  and  I  came  off  down  to  Huutsville,  and  somebody 
stole  it  from  me.  They  took  the  weapons  from  mighty  near  all  the  colored  people  in 
the  heighborhood.    Very  few  have  anything  now. 

Question.  Was  this  done  before  you  went  to  Arkansas? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  done  by  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  :  < 

Qmstion,  Did  not  men  go  about  the  country  here  in  1668  taking  arms  away  i^m  the 
colored  men  in  all  parts  ot  this  county  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  men  that  claimed  to  be  Ku-Klux,  from  each  way,  so  far  as  I  could 
near,  ^nd  men  ri^ht  down  in  the  neighborhood — idl  down  where  I  lived  did  it. 
Question,  They  just  came  in  and  got  their  guns  and  pistols,  and  took  them  and  leftf 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ^  j 

By  Mr.  Beck  :  °  ^'^'^'^  ^^  ^OOglC 

Q^tesHon.  Had  you  Loyal  Leagues  there  f 
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Ansioer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiwn,  Did  jon  vote  for  Colonel  CaUis  at  that  timet 

Amwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questum,  Did  he  frequently  get  you  up  to  his  Bureau  gatherings  and  have  yon 
there  f 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Queaium,  Was  there  not  a  good  deal  of  burning  and  stealing,  and  all  sorts  of  devil- 
ment going  on  from  your  Loyal-Leaguers  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  any  burnings  that  I  know  of— not  as  I  heard  of. 

Question,  There  was  a  heap  of  stifling  going  on,  was  there  n6t  t 

Anstoer,  Not  as  I  heard  of. 

Question,  When  one  of  your  colored  people  wanted  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  what 
did  you  Loyal-Leaguers  do  with  himf 

Answer.  Nothing;  we  were  afraid  to  do  anything. 

Question.  Why  were  you  afraid  I 

Answer.  We  were  afraid  of  the  democrats. 

Question,  Did  you  not  threaten  him  right  smartly  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  we  were  afraid  to. 

Question,  How  many  were  in  the  Loyal  League  f 

Answer,  1  don't  know  how  many. 

QumUon,  Were  all  of  you  Loyal-Leaguers  obliged  to  vote  the  republican  ticket  t  Was 
that  the  obligation  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  not  without  tbey  wanted  to. 

Question,  Could  they  get  into  your  League  unless  they  agreed  to  do  it  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  They  had  to  agree  to  do  that  to  get  in  f 

Answer,  Yes,Vir. 

Question,  That  was  to  organize  all  of  you  to  build  up  the  republican  party  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not  arrange  that  you  would  not  have  anything  to  do  with  any 
black  men  that  did  not  vote  that  ticket  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  would  not  recognize  any  black  men  who  did  not  vote  that  ticket ;  was 
that  it  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  drove  them  out  of  your  society  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  would  not  keep  company  with  them  T 

Amwer,  We  wouldn't  proshay  [appreciate]  them. 

Question.  Proshay? 

Ansufer,  Yes ;  we  wouldn't  proshay  them.  We  liked  the  white  democrats  better  than 
them.  Wo  were  all  black  alike,  and  think  one  black  sheep  is  no  better  than  another, 
and  we  never  proehayed  them. 

Question,  You  would  have  beaten  them,  if  you  had  had  the  chance  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  we  were  afraid  to. 

Question,  A  darky  was  as  likely  to  Ku-Klux  you  as  any  of  the  other  democrats,  the 
white  ones,  would  .be  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Just  as  liable  to  be  with  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  were  afraid  if  you  beat  the  democratic  negroes  that  the^  would  get  the 
white  democrats  after  you  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  was  all  that  kept  you  from  doing  it  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  not  part  of  your  League  arrangement  that  these  Wsuok  fellows  that 
voted  the  democratic  ticket  should  be  dnven  out  7 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  the  women  should  not  have  anything  to  do  with  them  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  that's  so ;  even  the  women  wouldn't  proshay  them. 

Question,  Nor  the  men  either  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.        1^ 

Question,  Could  a  democratic  negro  get  any  countenance  from  a  colored  sweetheart  if 
he  was  known  to  be  a  democrat? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  They  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  him  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  nothing  at  all. 

Question,  The  women  helped  you  that  far  f 

Answer,  YiMf  BIT,  ^izedb^GoOQlC 

Question.  They  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  those  fellows  t  o 
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Auwer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  And  tbey  escaped  being  beaten  only  because  yon  were  afraid  tbat  the  white 
democrats  weald  get  after  you,  and  the  black  ones  wonld  come  with  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QvestioH.  There  was  a  right  bad  feeling  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir.  After  they  whipped  me,  I  never  rested  another  night  until  I  got 
plamb  out  of  the  State ;  that  is,  I  never  rested  satisfied. 

Qnesiion.  Where  did  you  have  the  League  meetings  f    Were  they  in  Huntsvillef 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  up  at  Fowler's  wood-yard. 

Qusiion,  How  many  would  be  there  I 

Awwer,  About  two  hundred  of  us. 

Oi««»(MMi.  You  all  met  there  t 

^uwer.  Yes,  sir.  1  did  know  once  how  many,  but  I  don't  remember ;  I  suppose  it  was 
about  two  hundred. 

Qwse^mi,  Did  you  all  find  out  what  colored  men  were  going  off  with  these  demoomte, 
ftnd  talk  about  them  right  smartly  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qwe/tlum.  Did  you  not  make  arrangements  t6  have  them  driven  away  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

(luesiUm,  Did  not  Colonel  Oallis  use  to  come  up  there  among  yoaf 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  ho  never  came  up  there. 

QviesHon,  Where  did  he  keep  his  headquarters  f 

Answer,  Here  in  Huntsville.  , 

Questioit.  When  you  had  your  meetings,  and  two  hundred  of  yon  would  come 
together,  you  felt  pretty  big,  and  tidked  about  how  you  would  shoot  f 

Jliuirer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  talked  pretty  big  there. 

(inssiion.  Is  it  not  likely  that  some  wno  heard  what  you  said  told  some  of  these  fel- 
lows—the Ku-Klux— that  you  had  threatened  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that's  just  how  the  report  got  out. 

(iwstwn.  When  you  got  in  a  big  crowd,  you  boasted  very  heavily  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QnesHon,  Some  of  your  fellows  betrayed  you,  and  these  others  got  after  you  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

(inesUon.  Who  organized  your  League  t 

Awwer,  I  don't  remember  his  name. 

(inesHon,  Was  he  a  colored  man  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    It  was  Dan  Anderson,  I  think. 

(inestion.  Did  you  hold  your  meetings  in  day-time  or  at  night  f 

Answer.  At  night. 

QnteHon.  In  a  l)uilding  or  out  of  doors  t 

Anewer,  In  a  building. 

(iustion.  Did  you  exclude  everybody  from  the  building  but  members  of  the  League  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QveyfuMt.  You  had  a  man  standing  at  the  door,  so  as  to  admit  nobody  but  the  mem- 
beret 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QiMfttoii.  Did  you  have  a  written  constitution  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qnesthn,  When  you  say  that  in  your  meetings  you  talked  l^ig,  and  boasted  heavily, 
do  vou  mean  that  you  threatened  violence  upon  white  men  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Only  we  made  threatenings  between  us  in  this  way :  we  said  that  if 
we  were  attacked  by  the  Ku-Klux  we  would  try  to  defend  ourselves.  We  would  say 
to  one  another,  "  If  we  are  attacked  by  the  Ku-Klux,  we  will  shoot  them  or  fight  them 
imide  of  our  houses."    These  were  all  the  threats  we  made  toward  them. 

Qnesiion,  You  have  been  asked  about  your  obligation  or  oath  in  the  Loyal  League. 
Do  yoQ  recollect  what  oath  you  took  when  you  were  admitted  as  a  member  of  the 
Loyal  Leaffuet 

Answer,  No,  sir.    I  have  forgotten. 

Qutstion,  What  was  the  substance  of  it^  as  near  you  can  recollect? 

Answer,  I  don't  remember  much  about  it,  because  I  was  quite  young  anyhow. 

Qnestion.  Was  there  any  obligation  that  required  you  to  vote  with  the  republican 
party! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QnesUon,  It  was  the  understanding  with  every  member  of  the  League  that  every  one 
▼as  a  republican  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  j 

Qnettum.  And  that  he  would  support  the  principles  of  the  repablican  party  DOQlC 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  ^ 
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By  Mr.  Beck  : 
<>ii«0fi<m.  Was  that  hi  tiie  oath  f 
Anstoer.  No,  sir ;  that  was  the  nndeistancliiig  between  ue. 

By  the  Chatrman  : 

f^utaUon,  Wae  there  aoythiiig  in  the  obligation  whieh  required  yon  to  take  np  arms 
for  the  defense  of  each  other,  or  anything  of  that  sort  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Questum,  What  time  did  yon  enter  that  Leagnef 

Answer,  I  went  with  it  long  in  the  first  of  Jnne. 

Questum,  Id  1868  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QnetHan,  Were  moet  of  the  membece  of  that  League  visited  by  the  Kn-Elnx  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qttestiati,  Do  yon  knew  how  many  they  drove  off,  ae  yon  were  driven  aS,  so  they 
could  not  vote  in  Madison  Connty  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  don't ;  but  one  man  right  in  my  neighborhood  they  run  off  to 
Stevenson.  He  was  nght  there  a^oining'Mie.  I  heard  of  several  going  ofi^  but  I  don't 
remember  who  they  were.    They  were  in  the  county. 

Question,  Were  there  a  great  many  that  staid  away  from  the  {mHIs  or  left  that  part 
of  the  country  in  consequence  of  these  visitations  of  Ku-Klux  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir;  I  don't  think  the  republieaa  party  got  a  vote  in  the  district  at  all, 
or  up  there  at  Maysville.  We  aU  were  kept  away.^  The  principal  part  of  them— well, 
aU-*were  kept  away  on  account  of  being  interrupted  by  Ku-Klux. 

ByMr.  Bbck: 
HumU^n.  Did  you  not  all  come  to  town  heoe  to  vote  t 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  vote  at  alL 
Question,  You  could  vote  in  town  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  hot  we  were  afraid  to  come  in  to  vote. 

ByMr.  Buckley: 

Question,  You  were  afraid  \o  pass  back  and  forth  on  the  road,  were  yon  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  we  were  afraid  of  the  hereafter^— coing  home,  u  we  voted  here, 
some  men  in  town  would  know  us.  That  would  let  them  in  the  light  of  it  asd  we 
would  be  persecuted  hereafter,  and  so  we  didn't  vote. 

QueiUon,  So  most  of  you  black  people  about  Maysville  did  not  vote  at  all? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Would  most  of  you  have  voted  the  r^ublioan  ticket  f 

Ansu>er.  Yes,  sir ;  like  men. 

Question,  Would  thoy  not  mostly  have  voted  for  Grant  and  Colfca  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  are  some  few,  but  very  few,  democratic  colored  folks.  There 
is  a  good  many  of  them  that  vote  for  the  democratic  ticket  to  keep  on  the  ^ood  side  of 
the  white  people,  to  keep  from  being  interbred  with,  but  most  of  them  didn't  vote  at 
all.    When  thoy  can't  vote  for  a  republican  they  don't  vote  at  alL 

By  the  Chairman: 
Qutsiion,  Were  the  colored  people  that  voted  with  the  democrats,  or  talked  of  doing 
it,  disturbed  by  the  Ku-Klux  T 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  were  not  interfered  with  at  all. 


HmrrsviLLB,  Alabama,  October  0, 1S71. 

GEORGE  ROPER  (colored)  sworn  ^d  ^amined. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  You  may  state  where  yon  lived  in  November,  1868. 

Anstcer,  Just  at  that  time  I  was  living— do  you  mean  the  time  they  shot  mef 

Question,  Yes. 

Answer,  I  was  living  directly  opposite  John  Robinson's. 

Question.  Where  is  tnat— in  what  county  f 

Answer,  Here  in  town — HuntsvUle. 

Question,  You  speak  of  having  been  shot  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quettisn,  Go  on  and  describe  to  the  committee  when  and  under  what  oironmstancee 
you  were  shot. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  will  begin  and  tell  you  all  about  how  it  came  to  be,  and  all. 
You  know  we  have  got  Siine  nx>lish  ooloied  people  ai^l  some  pretty  wise  enea.  J  net 
about  as  Mr.  Grant  was  going  to  be  elected,  we  were  advising  the  colored  people  who 
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\o  vote  for— to  vote  for  justice  and  right,  s»  we  thoaght ;  and  all  the  time  that  I  was 
making  a  speech  down  in  the  court-honse  yard  to  them— there  was  a  large  crowd — 
these  white  men  were  stancUng  off,  cursing  me  and  abusing  me,  and  saying,  "  Ev^ 
time  that  we  get  the  colored  people  right,  some  damn  nigger  gets  up  here  and  spoils 
them  all  f  and  from  that  they  were  hunting  me  and  getting  after  me. of  nights. 

QwUon,  What  did  tiiiey  mean  by  saying  when  they  got  the  colored  people  right 
•ome  negro  would  spoil  them  all  ? 

Antwer,  We  were  telling  them  how  to  Tote,  and  these  men  wanted  them  to  go  the 
vsv  they  wanted  them  to  vote. 

QuesUoiL  And  you  were  making  a  q;>eech  to  tbA  colored  people  here  in  the  coort- 
hoDseyardf 

Anmcer.  Tes,  sir. 

QwtUon,  How  much  of  an  audience  had  you  f  x 

iuMMT.  Pretty  large ;  pretty  large ;  and  white  folks  all  around. 

(hesUon,  Listening  to  you  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quesium.  What  did  you  tell  them  as  to  voting  f 

Answer,  I  said,  you  all  come  here  to-day  to  hear  the  truth,  to  find  out  who  is  the 
best  man  to  vote  for,  and  I  am  up  before  you  and  I  don't  want  any  sinking  Peter  or 
doabting  Thomas,  although  we  all  doubt,  but  look  for  the  future  that  is  coming  ou 
before  you.  I  said,  remember  you  are  your  own  men,  and  each  of  you  say,  ^*  I  am  my 
own  man  now."  Every  day  that  yon  lose  is  lost.  There  is  i^pbody  now  to  give  you 
anvthing.  Ever^  day  that  you  talce  sick  and  lie  in  your  bed  is  a  day  lost,  for  there  is 
nobody  now  to  give  you  anything.  Tour  house-rent,  six  or  seven  doUars  a  month,  is 
ewng  on  and  nobody  to  pay  it  for  you.  Your  debtors  are  looking  for  the  money.  Now 
look  around  for  yourselves,  and  don't  allow  a  man  to  look  for  you.  Here  you  go  into 
a  store  to  buy  you  a  pound,  or  two  pounds,  or  five  pounds  of  sugar,  and  they  will 
book  against  yon,  may  be,  twice  the  amount  that  you  have  to  pay  for  it.  Listen  to 
that,  and  then  go  and  learn  your  children.  You  are  now  too  old  to  learn  youxselves ; 
joaarenet  M  of  you  too  old,  either,  but  you  have  lost  the  good  time  now.  Learn 
your  children  so  they  can  read  for  you  and  write  for  you,  and  see  if  these  men  book 
wrong  against  you.  I  said  there  was  a  man  called  Judas  Iscariot,  which  crucified  oni 
Lord  and  Mast^,  and  sold  him  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  and  mind,  now,  and  recol 
lot,  for  if  you  don't  mind,  you  will  certainly  be  betraying  your  cause  for  ten  cents— 
not  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver^-that  is,  betraying  one  another  to  the  higher  authority 
for  ten  cents.  Well,  when  I  said  this,  these  men  all  looked  at  me  and  cursed.  I,  says 
my  friends,  I  ean't  speak  to  yon  as  I  want  to  speak,  because  men  is  abusing  me  now, 
bot  when  the  election  comes,  let  us  go  for  General  Grant.  Well,  they  were  looking  foi 
me  all  around  this  town,  inquiring  where  I  stood. 

QMesHon,  Had  you  been  a  preacher  f 

Answer,  No^  sir ;  I  belon|;ed  to  the  Baptist  Church. 

QuesHon,  Had  you  been  m  the  habit  of  exhorting  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  and  praying,  and  so  on. 

Quistum,  Did  tney  look  np  to  yon  as  a  kind  of  leader? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    Now  I  am  goine  to  tell  you  how  I  come  to  be  A»t. 

QuesUim,  That  is  what  I  want  to  hear. 

Answer,  I  believe  two  or  three  nighn  before  the  election  the  Ku-Klux  came  In 

By  Bir.  Buckley: 

ifuestwn,  Saturday  night  t 
.    Answer,  Yes,  sir;  Saturday  night  before  the  election  there  came  around  the  court- 
boose  much  of  Ku-Klux. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

(iusstum.  Of  whatf 

Answer.  Of  Ku-Klux,  with  hats  as  long  as  that,  [illustrating,]  and  running  np  sharp 
right  up  above  the  head,  and  they  had  a  little  whistle,  that  you  have  seen  sometimes 
in  a  whip-staff  or  butt  for  whistling,  and  they  rode  around  the  court-house ;  I  came 
right  in  b^ind  them,  and  some  one  said  to  me,  **  What  are  you  coing  to  do  with  that 
gnn  yon  have  got  f ''  I  didn't  say  a  word,  but  when  I  got  to  the  court-honse  gate  I 
«aid, "  Hurrah  for  Grant  and  Colfax."  Here  on  the  ground  it  looked  to  me  as  if  there 
was  twenty  or  thirty  men,  and  they  hollered,  "  Halt  there."  I  stopped.  The  Ku-Klux 
bad  all  turned  the  comer  then,  and  gone  down  toward  the  market-house,  and  formed  a 
Hne  tUan  from  that  comer  down  to  the  ice-house.  One  man  says,  "  What  is  that  you 
8«dt»  Says  I,  "Hurrah  for  Grant  and  CoMax."  He  says,  "What  is  that  in  your 
baodt"  Says  I,  "It  is  a  gun."  Says  he,  "  What  are  you  going  to  do  with  itT"  I 
says. « I  am  not  going  to  injure  no  man  with  it ;  I  don't  know,  unless  he  persecutes 
me.''  He  said,  "Drop  that.'^  I  said,  "  No,  sir."  He  said,  " Give  that  up,  damn  you." 
'  Mo^  fir,"  mys  L  He  says,  "  God  damn  you,"  and  he  says,  "  Shoot  him,"  and  the  first 
thvt  be  fife^,  be  flbot me  right  here,  [side  of  the  head,]  and  turned  me  clean  around, 
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and  the  blood  ran  out  of  my  eyes.  I  tnmed  around  quite  genteel  and  humble,  and 
says,  **  What  are  you  shooting  me  for  T"  He  says^  "  You  didn't  give  up  that  gun."  I 
says,  ^*  It's  my  gun ;  I  have  it  to  hunt  squirrels  with.''  Then  he  shot  me  right  here  in 
the  arm. 

QuesUon.  The  first  shot  was  in  the  side  of  the  head,  and  the  second  in  the  left  arm  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Then  I  went  to  go  across  the  street.  There  was  a  burnt  building 
there.  This  new  house  was  not  put  up  then,  but  it  had  been  burnt.  As  I  went  across 
the  street  opposite  the  court-house  gate,  tne  way  there  was  open  so  that  I  could  get 
across  to  the  uoxt  street.  There  is  two  little  places  there  now,  but  not  so  wide  as 
then,  for  a  new  building  has  been  put  there.  As  I  went  across  they  said,  **  Damn  you, 
stop."  I  looked  around  and  saw  I  was  surrounded.  They  shot  at  my  head,  and 
knocked  me  so  I  was  deaf  for  three  days.  I  was  foolish  deaf,  but  they  missed  me.  One 
came  up,  and  he  put  a  pistol  ri£;ht  to  my  face,  and  one  Jobbed  me  in  the  back  with  a 
pistol  and  shot  it  off.  I  have  tne  pistol-ball  now.  [The  witness  exhibits  a  bullet.]  I 
will  pull  off  my  clothes  and  show  you  in  front  on  my  breast  the  mark  where  the  doctor 
cut  it  out.  That  bullet  came  in  at  my  back,  and  came  over  my  shoulder  and  came 
down  here  in  the  front  in  the  breast.  [The  witness  exhibits  a  scar.]  I  gave  Doctor 
Erskine  $10  to  get  it  out.  I  will  show  you  now  where  they  shot  me  in  the  arm.  [Re- 
moving his  coat,  the  witness  showed  a  scar  on  the  forearm.]'  You  can  feel  the  bullet  here 
above  the  elbow.  That  was  in  the  Joint  of  my  arm,  but  working  with  the  shovel,  it 
has  got  above  the  elbow.  After  they  shot  me,  then  one  of  the  men  says  to  the  other, 
'*  Let  him  alone ;  he  wi}l  not  be  worth  shucks  in  five  minutes."  I  still  had  my  ffun.  I 
wouldn't  give  it  up,  and  wouldn't  fall.  I  went  over,  but  caught  and  didn't  fall. 
They  led  me  by  the  coat-collar  down  to  the  burnt  building.  The  foundation  was 
up  breast-high.  Thev  run  me  up  on  there.  I  didn't  know  at  first  what  the  man 
was  going  to  do  with  me.  I  thought  he  was  going  to  take  me  out.  I  didn't  know 
he  was  going  to  murder  me.  He  run  me  over  that  place  and  pushed  me  down 
in  a  hole  where  the  bricks  and  rocks  were  to  break  my  neck;  but  I  grabbed  the 
white  man  as  ho  shoved  me,  with  the  gun  and  all,  and  I  fell  and  ho  fell  on  top 
of  me.  The  blood  came  out  of  my  mouth,  and  lie  beat  mo  on  the  head  with  his 
pistol.  He  beat  me  on  the  head  until  at  last  I  said,  '* Gentlemen,  I  can't  holler  to 
save  my  life,  but  somebody  will  come  and  take  you."  As  he  raised  his  pistol  to  kill 
me,  I  raised  my  hand  and  catchod  it  out  of  his  hand,  and  Jerked  it  under  me  as  ^uick 
as  thought.  I  was  lying  down  with  my  breeches  full  of  blood,  and  helpless.  He  says, 
"  Where's  that  gunf  Give  me  that  gun  ;"  and  he  nulled  it  out  of  my  hand.  I  says, 
"  You  may  take  that  gun,  sir,  but  I  will  get  it  again."  He  says,  **  Yes,  God  damn  you ; 
if  you  are  not  dead  when  I  come  back,  I  will  kill  you."  I  laid  there  on  the  flat  of  my 
back  when  he  was  gone.  My  left  arm  was  now  shot  and  I  couldn't  even  fetch  it  around. 
I  got  up  by  degrees  with  the  right  hand ;  I  bent  half  up  and  then  I  fell  flat  down  on  my 
face ;  and  then  I  prayed  to  the  Lord  to  help  me,  and  the  Lord,  it  looked  like,  answerea 
my  prayers  right  there,  and  I  got  up  again  and  dragged  along  until  I  got  to  the  house 
close  to  the  market-house-  I  bad  the  pistol  still.  I  had  poked  it  down  right  in  be- 
tween the  coat  and  the  shirt  under  me.  When  I  got  in  there,  with  the  blood  coming 
out  of  my  month,  I  says  to  the  man,  "  Take  charge  of  this  pistol  until  I  call  for  it. 
Don't  ^ive  it  to  anybody."  In  a  short  time  a  man  comes  in  and  says, "  George,  whore's 
your  pistol  t "  I  couldn't  talk,  but  some  one  said,  "  Lord,  how  bloody  that  man  is ; " 
and  he  run  out  of  the  door.  These  men  had  theirhorses  here  in  town.  They  took  off 
their  masks  and  left  them  where  they  had  their  horses ;  but  these  others  were  in  line 
of  battle,  waitiug  to  be  called  for.  By  that  time  the  soldiers  were  coming.  The  com> 
pany  was  down  toward  Whitesburgh.  The  soldiers  came  in  and  caught  these  men 
with  their  horses,  and  put  them  in  the  calaboose,  and  while  they  were  tuere  some  men 
of  the  town  went  in  there  and  turned  them  all  out.  That  is  the  truth,  before  God.  I 
wouldn't  tell  a  lie  for  nothing,  for  I  refused  my  hat  full  of  money  to  vote  on  the  other 
side. 

Question,  Did  you  know  any  of  these  men  who  fired  on  you  f 

Answer,  I  know  one  of  the  men,  sir ;  and  that  is  a  man  by  the  name  of  Cox,  who 
used  to  keep  a  saddler-shop  in  this  town.  He  was  the  first  man  that  hailed  me  at  the 
court-house  gate.  He  was  a  captain — ^we  called  him  Captain  Cox — what  he  was  over 
I  couldn't  tell. 

Qtie$Hon,  Had  he  any  disguise  on  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  was  the  man  that  halted  me. 

Question,  Had  any  of  these  men  around  you  disguises  7 

Answer,  No,  sir;  they  had  taken  them  off.  The  men  had  their  horses  down  by  the 
market-house ;  and  they  had  formed  line  of  battle,  and  when  the  soldiers  caught  these 
men  and  shut  them  up,  the  men  here  in  town  turned  them  out  and  gave  them  their 
horses  again. 

Question,  How  long  were  you  laid  up  with  your  wounds  T 

Answer.  One  month,  solid,  before  I  got  off  my  back;  I  couldn't  lay  on  either  siie  or 
I  would  die.    I  had  to  lie  flat  on  the  back  all  the  time,  and  I  had  one  man  bathing  my 

>ad. 
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Qimtion.  Were  there  many  colored  people  En-El  axed  that  fall  of  1868  f 

Anaver,  Yes,  sir;  jost  before  the  election,  when  the  speaking  was  here  for  the  elec- 
tion. 

Question,  How  many  colored  men  were  Eu-Eluxed,  so  far  as  you  have  been  informed ; 
how  many  were  Tisited  or  maltreated  by  the  Ku-Elux  that  fall  t 

Antwer.  I  conldn*t  tell  yon,  but  a  great  many.    I  couldn't  tell  you  how  many. 

QueatUm,  Did  you  hear  of  many  cases  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  a  great  many.  While  they  were  speaking  here,  out  at  Mr.  Hor- 
ton'fl,  they  were  shootinig  at  the  people  and  they  were  running  across  the  field.  Mr. 
Horton's  people  will  tellyou  that  now. 

^tea^ian.  What  do  you  know  of  the  Eu-Elux  taking  the  colored  people's  arms  f 

Answer.  I  forgot  to  tell  you  they  got  my  gun  too. 

Quegtian.  Did  you  never  get  it  back  f 

Ansmer.  No,  sir. 

Quotum.  Do  you  know  who  took  it  from  you  ? 

Ansvcer.  No,  sir, 

*  Question.  What  was  the  custom  that  year  as  to  the  Ku-Klax  taking  from  the  colored 
people  their  arms  of  defense  f 

Ansvcer.  Well,  they  took  a  great  many  arms  from  the  colored  people ;  pistols,  and 
guns,  and  I  don't  luiow  what.  They  told  me,  "  You  were  a  colored  soldier?"  I  said, 
"I  was  a  soldier,  and  don't  deny  my  name." 

Question.  Had  you  been  in  the  Union  Army  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  Forty-fourth  Colored  Infantry:  Colonel  Johnson  was  the 
colonel. 

Question.  How  long  were  yon  in  the  Union  service  f 

Answer.  Pretty  near  three  years. 

QuesHon.  Was  that  generally  known  here  among  the  democrats  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  generally  known. 

Qiuestion.  Did  they  ever  throw  it  up  to  you  or  blame  you  for  being  in  the  Union  Army  ! 

Answer.  Not  before  that  night,  sir. 

Qiugtion.  What  did  they  say  that  night  T 

Afnswer.  This  man  says  to  me,  "  You  were  a  colored  soldier ;  yon  was  a  man  that 
fought  i^iust  your  master."  I  said,  "  Yes,  sir;  I  was  iu  the  Union  Army,  and  fought 
for  my  liberty.    I  was  called  and  I  went." 

Question,  Have  you  been  living  here  ever  since  t 

Answer.  I  have  been  living  here  ever  since  I  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  at 
Nashville,  a  little  over  six  years. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  You  spoke  about  makiug  a  speech  here  at  the  court-house  stex>sT 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  after  the  speech  that  yon  got  your  gun  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  come  to  the  meeting  first  with  your  gun  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  The  Eu-Elux  sent  word  in  that  they  were  coming  here  on  Saturday 
m^ht  to  kill  all  the  colored  people  and  radical  white  men.  The  news  came  in  here, 
ri^t  here  in  this  court-room.  I  was  sitting  right  before  this  stand^  and  the  man  was 
speaking.  I  said,  "  If  they  come  and  catch  us  all  here  they  will  kdl  us."  I  told  the 
people  that,  right  here.  In  the  mean  time  th^  came  running  up  the  steps  and  said  the 
Ka-Alnx  was  coming,  and  caught  one  colored  man  and  scacedhim  nearly  to  death. 
They  were  comins  over  Pinhook  Bridge.  A  little  more  and  another  man  sein,  "  You 
had  better  stop ;  the  Eu-Elux  is  coming/'  and  every  man  went  to  get  a  gun  to  defend 
hinoelf,  and  I  went  for  my  gun. 

QuesU/on.  You  did  not  go  lor  your  gun  until  the  Eu-Elux  rode  into  the  town  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  And  then  you  went  home  to  get  your  gun  t 

Answer.  Y'ee,  sir. 

QuesHon.  As  you  returned  you  saw  the  Eu-Elux  all  about  the  square  T 

Answer.  When  I  returned  I  came  around  by  the  tavern,  northwest.  The  Eu-Elux 
w^«  over  here  at  the  southeast,  and  I  waited  until  the  last  end  came  to  pass,  and  a 
few  more  was  riding  behind,  like  a  rear-guard,  and  he  says,  [the  witness  imitating  a 
thin,  or  treble,  disguised  voice,]  ''  What  are  you  going  to  do  with  that  gnn  f " 

Question.  Did  the  colored  people  who  were  here  that  Saturday  have  their  arms  before 
t  hev  heard  or  saw  the  Eu-Elux  f 

Answer.  They  might  have  had  them,  but  I  never  saw  them  until  that  night. 
Qusiion.  You  did  not  go  for  your  gun  until  you  had  seen  them — until  it  was  reported 
tlu^  they  were  coming  to  break  up  the  meeting  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  true  before  God. 

Q^ttkn,  You  spoke  of  some  white  people  on  the  outside  of  the  crowd  that  you  were 

44  A 
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Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  vhile  I  was  talking  to  the  colored  people  they  made  a  distarbanoe. 

QwoBiion.  They  inado  a  disturbance  so  yon  could  not  go  on  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  They  said,  *^  Damn  bini :  every  time  we  have  the  niggers  all  right 
here  some  one  comes  here  and  spoils  them.'' 

Question.  When  the  meeting  was  held  here  and  the  speaking  going  on,  there  were 
white  men  standing  around  the  crowd  who  did  not  come  to  the  speaking,  did  they  f 

Answer,  They  came  to  hoar  what  was  going  on. 

Quefdion,  Did  yon  hear  any  firing  of  guns  or  pistols  until  you  were  shot  here  at  the 
eorner  f 

Anstver.  No,  sir ;  none  before  that ;  none  before  they  shot  me.  I  do  believe  in  my  own 
soul  I  was  the  first  one  they  opened  fire  on.  Right  tlien,  after  they  opened  fire  on  me, 
a  black  man  was  running  across,  to  get  out  of  the  way,  to  the  mayors  ofiice,  right  across 
the  street,  and  they  shot  him  in  the  back,  dead. 

Question.  These  Ku-Klux  down  on  the  square  and  by  the  market  did  not  do  any 
firing? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  those  with  the  masks  on. 

Question.  The  men  that  did  not  have  the  masks  on  did  the  firing  f 

Answer.  Yt»8,8ir. 

Question,  Had  they  taken  off  their  masks  I 

Answer.  Ygh,  sir ;  that  is  it.    They  had  got  off  their  horses  and  taken  off  their  masks. 

Question.  Thoy  had  dismounted,  and  were  about  the  court-house  and  about  the 
streets  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  one  of  them  was  the  man  who  was  murdering  mo,  and  at  the 
time  somebody  shot  this  Cox  he  hollered  out,  **  Cease  firing,  boys ;  I  am  shot."  Than 
the  Kn-Klux  went  out  of  town.  These  men  went  for  their  horses,  and  the  soldiurs 
stopped  them  at  the  murket-house. 

Question.  How  many  did  the  soldiers  arrest  that  night  f 

Answe)'.  I  think  it  was  three.  Their  horses  wore  found  in  the  stable.  Thoy  were  •n 
the  horses,  and  thoy  took  the  horses  away  from  them,  and  they  put  them  in  the  cala- 
boose, and  sumo  perple  in  the  town  turnotl  thorn  out.  . 

Question.  This  happened  on  the  Saturday  night  before  General  Grant's  election  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  is  this  Mr.  Cox  now  f 

Anstoer.  Ho  has  gone  away  from  hero.  Thoy  had  him  up  on  security  to  staa^  He 
stood  two  courts,  but  last  May  he  wont  away,  and  when  court  came  on  he  couldn't  be 
found,  and  I  am  hero. 

Question.  Were  any  of  the  colored  people  killed  that  night  T 

Answer.  One  was. 

Question.  Was  Cox  the  only  white  man  wounded  f 

Answer.  The  only  one  wounded,  and  Mr.  Thurlow,  of  Limestone. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Jud^e  Thurlow  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    He  was  shot  here,  below  the  stomach,  and  died. 

By  Mr.  Bucki^y  : 

Question.  Who  was  pi*esiding  over  the  meeting  before  the  disturbance  f 

Answer.  Before  the  disturbance  we  went  down  to  Mr.  Joseph  Bradley  and  a  mmb 
named  George  Williams,  and  Mr.  Bradley ^said  he  was  crippled  and  couldu't  come  down 
to  attend.     He  was  )nvaident  of  the  meeting  in  the  day-time. 

Question,  You  had  had  a  meeting  in  the  duy-tinief 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  one  at  night.  I  couldn't  tell  who  was  president  that  night. 
When  the  interruption  came  up  everythin«;  went  out  of  my  mind. 

[Pending  the  further  examination  of  this  witness  the  eoniiiiittee  mljonmod  nntil  to- 
morrow, Tuesilay,  October  10,  lB71,at  i)  o'clock,  when  the  committee  having  roasaem- 
bled,  the  examination  of  George  Uoper  was  resumed,  as  follows :] 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  George,  I  understood  yon  to  sav  last  evening,  on  direct  examination,  that 
you  wore  ono  of  the  men  making  speeches  here  on  the  Saturday  evening  of  tho  riotf 
^  Answer.  I  didn't  make  speeches  on  that  Saturday  evening,  but  beforo  that,  at  tho 
time  General  Callis  and  Captain  Applegate  were  running  for  Congress;  that  i»  tbo 
time  I  was  making  speeches.  The  time  when  the  general  speeches  were  madu  hero  I 
was  listening. 

Question,  Did  yon  not  say  you  were  making  speeches  in  the  court-house  tho  ovening 
that  the  riot  tiuik  place  T  « 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  that  night.  I  said  1  was  making  speeches  here,  and  tho  pcoplo 
owed  mo  a  gnulgo  fur  tho  speech  I  made  to  tho  colored  |>coplo  outsido  of  tho  i:ourt> 

Question.  That  speech  had  been  made  nearly  a  year  before^f  ®^  ^^  vjvj\^giv^ 
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Annoer,  It  was  mode  Jnst  before  Qeneral  Callis  was  elected. 

Quostum.  Was  he  not  elected  in  February,  186tt,  in  the  early  part  of  the  yeaxT 

JvMCicr.  Well,  sir,  I  could  not  recollect. 

Queatioiu  At  the  time  tbo  coustitation  of  Alabama  was  voted  on? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  time  I  made  the  speech. 

Quettion,  Was  not  Grant's  election  iu  November,  lr^68 1 

Anmcer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  that  is  the  time  I  came  and  listened. 

Qt^ctlwn,  You  did  not  make  a  speech  that  day  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Qu4t8ii(m,  Nor  that  night t 

Anstrer,  No,  sir. 

Qui9tioiu  Who  was  it  offered  you  your  hat  full  of  money  to  vote  the  democratic 
ticket? 

Answer,  Nobody.  I  told  the  boys  around :  "  Boys,  have  good  principles;  hold  your 
head  upright,  for  if  I  was  offered  to-day  my  hat  full  of  money  for  my  principle  I 
would  not  sell  it." 

Question.  You  said :  "  I  wouldn't  t«^ll  a  lie  for  nothing,  for  I  refused  my  hat  full  of 
luoney  to  vote  on  the  other  side."    Why  did  you  make  that  statement  yesterday? 

Answer.  W^ell,  sir,  you  misunderstood  "me  fairly.  I  said  to  the  colored  pex)ple  that  I 
wouldn't  take  my  but  full  of  money — I  refused  my  hat  full  of  mouey — for  my  prin- 
ciples. Tliat  is  what  I  say.  You  misuuderstood  mo  entirely,  and  misunderstood  me 
Bo  far  as  to  say  I  made  a  speech  up  hero  iu  the  courtroom.  I  was  speaking  outside 
the  day  General  Callis  and  Mr.  Applegate  was  ninning,  aud  then  I  said  :  *'  Hold  up 
your  head,  for  I  wouldn't  take  it,  and  I  refused  my  Imt  full  of  money  for  my  prin- 
ciples ;"  but  no  man  offered  uio  that. 

Question.  Can  you  read  or  write  ?  ^ 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
,  Questiou.  How  do  you  get  your  information  sufficient  to  be  a  political  teacher? 
'  Ansirer.  Well,  sir,  from  going  and  seekiug  to  God  for  what  little  wisdom  I  have — 
mother's  wisdom.  I  have  got  no  leaniiug.  I  liavu't  learning  as  much  as  a  school-boy ; 
but  seeking 'to  God  night  and  day  for  what  little  1  has  got,  and  I  wouldn't  tell  you 
nor  no  man  a  lie,  for  I  have  been  tried ;  and  the  reason  I  said  so  was  because  the  boys 
were  doubtful,  aud  didn't  know  what  way  they  were  going:  and  that  is  the  time  my 
mother's  wisilom  came  in  and  I  said:  "  Boys,  come  here  auil  vote  the  ticket  right, for 
this  moruin*;  I  wouldjj't  take  my  hat  full  of  money  for  my  principles." 

Question,  m-ing  unable  to  read  or  write,  and  having  none  of  the  ordinary  sources  of 
obtaining  information,  you  looked  to  the  Lord  for  it  aud  got  it  ? 

Answa:  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Tlie  LfOrd  heard  your  prayers  ? 

Answer.    Y<s, sir.    I  can  tell  you  where  Ho  fetched  me. 

Question.  Where? 

Answer,  He  fetched  me  from  helPs  dark  door  to  the  marvelous  light,  so  that  things  I 
thought  in  sinful  days,  when  I  came  to  t^he  light  of  God  I  said  all  that  is  fallen  back 
of  me,  and  now  I  start  myself  right  before  everybody. 

Question,  Do  you  know  any  other  cases  of  colored  people  in  this  land  where  the 
Lord  has  instilled  political  knowledge  into  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Many  has  come  through  the  way,  and  some  of  them  said  the  Lord 
Bent  them  to  preach  the  Gospel,  but  they  can't  read  or  write. 

Question.  I  cau  understand  how  He  interferes  with  preaching,  but  what  object  do 
yoa  think  He  had  iu  interfering  with  x>olitics,  and  lilliug  your  mind  with  political 
wisdom? 

Answer,  Because  why?  I  fought  for  my  liberty,  and  have  been  all  through  the 
Army,  And  what  did  my  captain  aud  colonel  tell  me:  "George,"  he  said,  "the  day 
vou  are  turned  of  service  be  right;  bo  pure  to  God,  and  just  to  all  men.  Hold  up  your 
Lead.    Touch  not  aud  handle  nothiu«j  of  the  unclean  thing." 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  Colonel  Callis  was  the  Lord  that  put  the  political  wis- 
dom in  your  head  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  don't  think  that  Colonel  Callis  did;  but  mostly  I  was  with 
Colonel  Johnson,  that  lought  our  Army. 

Question,  Whatever  you  know  outside  of  what  the  Lord  gave  you,  you  picked  up 
from  other  people's  talk  ? 

Answer.  Not  much  Irom  other  people,  because  they  can't  learn  me  ? 

Question.  You  cau  not  read  or  write  ? 

Answer.  But  the  pureness  of  heart  must  come  from  God. 

QusBiioH.  Other  ]H3ople  may  tell  you  somechiug.  George,  what  I  want  to  get  at  is, 
when  you  were  making  speeches  to  your  colored  brettiren  touching  the  pel. tics  of  rho 
conutr>',  telling  the.ni  how  to  vote,  and  the  rules  upon  whicli  they  ought  to  act,  you 
being  unable  to  read  and  write  yourself,  and  having  noue  of  the  ordinary  means  of 
infonuatiou,  how  could  you  get  X)olitical  information  except  from  Colonel  Callis  and 
people  like  him?  ^ 
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Ansnci:  Colonel  Callis  never  spoke  to  me  about  that. 

Question,  Yon  got  it  from  conversation  or  spiritual  ipfluence,  which  was  it  t 

Answer.  In  regard  to  what  I  know  as  much  as  I  do,  I  can  speak  proper,  because  I  am 
a  half  Indian  anyhow  and  African  too.  I  was  following  my  master  all  along,  and  he 
was  a  groat  lawyer ;  but  I  remember  one  word  he  told  me  ;  that  word  will  carry  me  a 
long  ways.  He  says^  ^'A  man  can  get  into  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  if  he  sees  the  point 
of  coming  out ;  but  if  he  don't  see  the  point  of  coming  out,  he  ought  not  to  go  into 
none,"  and  he  says,  "George,  follow  me;  look  and  study  yourself,  and  learn  in  case  you 
&hall  want  to  be  in  some  difficulty  how  this  will  come  out."  From  going  along  through 
court  and  all,  I  learned  a  heap ;  oy  coming  to  court  with  him,  I  learned  a  heap  of  sug- 
gestions for  a  man  to  carry  himself  upright  in  the  world  before  men. 

Questian.  Do  you  know«that  all  the  testimony  you  gave  yesterday  as  to  the  time  you 
were  shot  was  of  the  time  of  the  riot  here  on  the  Saturday  night  before  Grant's  elec- 
tion t 

Answer.  It  was.  , 

Question.  That  all  occurred  in  this  town  and  around  the  square  of  the  court-house, 
where  we  are  sitting  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  All  the  shooting  that  took  place  was  here  by  the  court-house  ? 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir ;  right  out  there  by  the  north  gate. 

Qiiestion.  Was  not  the  court-house  full  of  people  ? 

Auswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  yard  too  T  * 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  the  yard,  but  the  court-room  was  full  until  the  alarm  came  that 
the  Ku-Klux  were  coming,  and  the  word  was  that  they  were  at  Pinhook  bridge.  I  waa 
then  sitting  in  this  courtroom,  about  where  you  sit,  and 

Question.  Never  mind  that ;  you  will  have  a  chance  to  tell  it  all.  * 

Answer.  When  the  alarm  came  they  came  to  the  door  and  said,  "The  Ku-Klux  are 
coming/'  It  was  a  strange  white  nlau  that  was  speaking  on  the  stand :  who,  I  can't 
tell ;  and  then  there  came  .another  word  that  "the  Ku-Klux  is  coming,"  and  the  man 
was  still  speaking  on,  and  the  folks  were  going  out  one  by  one,  and  at  length  the  last 
word  came,  "  You  had  better  leave,  the  Ku-Klux  is  now  in  town ;"  then  I  got  right  up 
over  there,  and  said  to  the  speaker,  "  Don't  speak  no  more,  because  we  can't  stay.  The 
Ku-Kltix  is  coming,  and  maybe  might  intemipt  aa  they  said" — ^that  is,  the  Ku-KIox 
said.  1  immediately  went  down  stairs,  and  then  all  broke  up  and  rushed  down  the 
8tairs  to  the  place,  and  we  got  in  the  court-house  yard,  and  by  that  time  they  were 
going  by  3Ir.  Ezell's,  and  I  went  up  this  lane  and ' 

Question.  I  do  not  ask  for  all  that  history.  The  question  is,  if  the  court-house  was 
not  fuU  of  people ;  was  there  not  a  large  number  in  it  t  < 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  right  smart;  but  when  the  Ku-Klux  came,  a  pretty  smart  share  was 
getting  out  of  it. 

Question.  Were  not  Ihe  citizens  from  all  around  the  town  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  White  and  black  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  least  to  the  number  of  one  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  people? 

Answer.  A  right  smart ;  I  don't  know  how  many. 

Question.  It  was  a  great  crowd  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  not  that  matter  relative  to  the  riot  that  ni^t  and  the  shooting  all 
investigated  by  General  Ruger,  aud  the  testimony  all  taken  (k>wn  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  by  speaSing,  I  don't  know  that  of  the  ordinary  speech. 

Question.  Did  not  General  Rnger  investigate  the  whole  of  that  trouble  here  that 
uight  t    Did  you  not  hear  that,  at  least  t 

Answer.  I  can't  tell,  for  I  was  shot  so  bad  I  was  lying  down  on  my  back  then. 

Question.  You  know  Judge  Haralson  to  be  a  republican  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ' 

Question,  Did  not  Judge  Haralson  investigate  the  whole  matter  and  have  it  tried 
before  the  grand  jury,  and  did  they  not  find  a  large  number  of  indictments  before  the 
grand  jury,  and  indict  you  along  with  the  others  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not  employ  Mr.  Lowe  and  Mr.  Richardson  to  defend  you  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Who  did  you  employ  T 

Answer.  I  went  to  them,  and  Mr.  Lowe  asked  me  so  much  money  I  hadn't  it  to  pay 
to  him.  Understand  me  right,  I  hadn't  the  money.  I  told  him,  "  No,  sir ;  I  havn't 
the  money."  I  says,  "  I  will  j^ive  it  up  to  the  hands  of  the  judge,  and  let  him  put  some- 
lK)dy  to  plead  the  case,"  and  immediately  after  that  I  went  to  see  Mi;  Humphries,  that 
:s  now  at  Washington  City.  Digitized  by  VjOOQ 

Question.  Judge  Iluniphriea*  ^ 

/ 
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JMgwer.  Yed,  sir.  I  said  "Judge,  I havii*t  but  very  small  money j  none  at  all ;  but  if 
you  will  be  a  lawyer  for  me  and  take  my  case  in  your  hand,  I  will  pay  you  what  I  havo 
and  work  the  balance  out.**  The  judge  told  me,  "  Yes,  George,  I  will  take  it  in  hand," 
and  when  they  came  in  here  and  1  came  to  court,  they  put  it  off. 

QKtttion,  Judge  Humphries  was  your  lawyer  T 

AnsKtr,  Yes,  sir, 

(Question.  You  spoke  to  these  gentlemen  first,  and  Judge  Humphries  ^as  then  your 
counsel  ? 

Jnwxr.  Yes,  sir. 

Qiusiwn,  Were  you  not  indicted  for  the  murder  of  Judge  Thurlow  T 

An^tcer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  What  was  the  indictment  against  you  for  t 

Antwer.  The  indictment  was  against  me  because  I  had  a  gun  iu  my  hand. 

Question.  Were  you  not  indicted  for  shooting  ? 

J9Sicer.  I  didn't  shoot  anybody. 

Question.  Did  you  not  shoot  at  Cox  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not  rather  brag  how  you  were  the  man  that  shot  Cox  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  didn't. 

Question.  Never? 

-1  Mirer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  The  case,  however,  you  think,  was  investigated  by  the  military  ? 

Austcer.   Y'es,  sir. 

Question.  And  then  the  grand  jury  investigated  it  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  found  indictments,  and  one  against  yon  along  with  the  others  ? 

Answer.  YeB,  sir. 

Question.  And  Judge  Haralson  had  it  before  his  court  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  on  the  day  it  occurred  large  numbers  of  citizens,  white  and  black, 
republicans  and  democrats,  were  all  around  the  court-house  square  and  saw  it  ? 

Answer.  They  were  around  here. 

QuesUqn.  They  could  see  it  ? 

Answer.  Yea,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  why  yon.  a  person  unable  to  read  and  write,  and  indicted 
as  yon.  were,  should  be  selected  here  now  after  all  that  investigation,  iu  preference  to 
everybody  else  to  tell  this  committee  what  occurred  on  that  night  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  can't  read  or  write. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  reason  why  you  should  be  selected  to  inform  Congress 
and  the  country  in  relation  to  that  affair,  in  preference  to  all  the  intelligent  men  of  this 
community! 

Answer.  To  tell  the  truth  about  it. 

Question.  Do  you  kfiow  why  you  should  be  selected  in  preference  to  everybody  else  T 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  you  are  rather  high  on  that ;  selected  how  1 

Question.  Why  you  were  selected  or  chosen  to  come  here  and  enlighten  Congress  and 
the  people  on  that  riotf 

Answer.  Because  I  think  it  stands  in  need  of  every  man,  even  you,  if  you  have  a 
cluld,  and  you  see  he  is  not  going  right,  to  correct  him  to  do  right ;  and  just  the  same 
Jibe  people  is  not  right,  and  I  know  a  little  more  than  they  do,  I  tell  them. 

Question.  You  think  you  know  a  little  more  than  other  people  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  know  a  little  more  of  our  race,  and  many  of  them  don't  know 
uothing.  It  is  no  more  than  any  gentlemam  would  do,  seeing  a  child  in  the  streets,  and 
Tjot  knowing  its  way,  would  ^o  and  tell  it. 

Question.  Was  not  Mr.  Figures  here,  the  editor  of  your  pai>er,  who  might  have  been 
tailed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  not  Colonel  Nicholas  Davis  here  present  at  the  meeting  on  that  day  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  Nick  Davis  is  here. 

QntJfiion.  Was  not  a  large  number  Of  very  intelligent  republicans  present  at  that 
acting — ^white  meuT 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Men  who  could  read  and  write,  and  advise  themselves  from  the  sources  of 
iDfivmation  from  which  you  were  cut  off! 

Jii«rfr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  think  you  know  as  much,  or  half  as  much,  as  they  dot 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  don't  know  half  as  much  about  some  things. 

Ques^on,  On  the  subject  of  that  riot  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  I  know  so  much  as  this ;  that  when  I  was  telling  these  colored 
people,  1  thought  it  was  my  duty  to  tell  the  colored  people  the  right  from  the  wrong, 
whv,  sir,  just  look.    You  talk  to  me  of  that ;  look  at  last  year,  how  the  people  was 
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enffocaied  bero.  Everything  in  tlio  world  that  some  of  thorn  had  was  brought  here  to 
the  conrt-houso  door ;  oven  the  corn  and  the  piece  of  meat  was  taken  from  thorn  and 
brought  up  and  sold.  Men  in  the  store  took  everything  from  them  on  the  Hen  of  the 
crop,  and  all  through  Alabama  the  colored  men  were  broken  up.  Men's  goods  were 
taken  and  sold  that  had  steers,  and  cows,  and  horses,  and  hogs,  and  little  wagons,  and 
big  wagons,  and  mules — all  were  rolled  up  hero  and  sold ;  and  that  was  done  since 
peac^  and  the  election.  Everything  was  bought,  and  they  were  turned  ofiF  to  the 
grouml  again.  Then,  shall  I  tell  the  people  to  go  along,  if  I  have  a  little  more  sense 
than  they  have? 

Qiuxtion,  You  say  this  man  grappled  with  you  ? 

Auitxter.  Yes,  sir,  and  shot  me  in  the  head. 

(J>ue8tion.  That  was  at  the  court-house  gate  T 

Jnsicer.  Yes,  sir,  as  I  came  into  the  court-house  gate  with  my  gun  in  my  hand. 

Questhn,  Was  he  disguised  f 

Atmcer,  No,  sir.    They  called  him  Captain  Cox. 

Question,  Was  any  man  disguised  in  the  court-house  yard  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  all  outside. 

Question,  Were  there  any  men  on  horseback,  of  all  the  disguised  men,  who  fired  h  gun, 
BO  far  as  you  saw  f 

Anstcer,  No,  sir;  because  I  was  so  much  engaged  with  fear;  and  they  wero  trying  to 
kill  me,  holloing,  '^Kill  him,  kill  him,  kill  him!''  and  I  had  to  look  at  that  man,  and 
beg  him  not  to  kill  me. 

Question,  The  men  who  were  firing  in  the  court-house  yard,  and  about  the  streets, 
were  men  who  had  no  dis^ises  on  T 

Answer,  Those  that  firedon  me  had  none  on. 

QiuMion,  Did  anybody  that  you  saw  fire  have  a  disguise  on  T 

Anmoer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Then,  why  did  you  call  them  Ku-Klux  that  did  the  firing  T 

Answer,  Because  it  was  one  of  them  that  was  beating  me.  The  last  man  that  took 
me — I  didn't  fall  dead  at  the  shot,  but  they  took  me  down  to  the  lower  edge  of  the 
Donne^an  Block  that  was  burned  then,  and  chucked  me  down  in  a  hole,  and  I  cat^hed 
hold  ot  him,  and  he  fell  on  me,  and  I  was  bleeding  like  unto  death ;  and  I  says,  "  1  can't 
hoUo ;  you  are  murdering  me."  I  says,  "  You  shot  me  enough,  and  I  am  bound  to  die." 
He  says,  "Yes,  God  damn  you,  give  mo  that  gun."  I  says,  **No,  I  am  bound  to  die 
right  now ;  let  my  gun  lie  by  me." 

Question,  You  have  tiold  that. 

Answer.  But  you  asked  me,  and  I  am  obliged  to  come  ont  that  way,  because  I  can't 
lie.  I  says,  "  Look  over  there ;  somebody  will  come  in  and  catch  you  directly."  He 
looked  over,  and  ho  kept  beating  me  with  his  pistol.  I  knocked  it  out  of  his  hand 
with  my  list,  and  then  put  it  under  me;  and  he  says,  "Where's  my  pistol,  God 
damn  you  T"  I  says,  "  Your  pistol  must  have  fallen  over  on  the  bricks."  I  said,  "  Let 
me  alone,  for  you  are  beatiug  me  up  here,  and  murdering  me;  L  can't  hollo  to  save 
my  life."    He  jumped  up  and  snatched  my  gun  from  me.    I  says,  *^  Look  hero 

Question,  You  have  told  all  that,  and  if  you  will  ajjree  not  to  go  over  all  that  narra- 
tive again,  I  will  agree  not  to  ask  you  another  question. 

Ansua'.  I  am  going  to  tell  it  all  over^becausel  tell  you  I  was  treated  shameful,  as  you 
se^.  But  you  asked  me  about  it,  and  I  am  one  of  those  men  that  comes  right  out,  €ro 
through  the  town  and  ask  here.  I  am  one  of  those  men,  as  sure  as  you  are  born.  I 
tell  you,  as  sure  as  God  is  over  my  head,  I  am  not  afraid  of  any  but  Him  in  the 
world 

By  the  Chairman  :  • 

Question.  Were  you  acquittexi  or  convicted  on  that  indictment  T 
Answer.  I  left  it  to  the  gentlemen  hero  in  the  house. 
Question,  Wero  yon  cleared  f 
Answer.  Yos,  sir,  I  thought  so. 


HuNTSViLLB,  Alabama,  October  10, 187L 
LEONAKD  L.  WEIK  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Where  do  yon  livoT 
Answer,  In  Limestone  County. 
Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  f 

-4 M«icer.  AlM>ut  eighteen  years.  r^r\r>.ri\t> 

Question,  What  otHce  do  you  hold  ?  Digitized  by  VjOO^  LL 

Answer.  Justice  of  the  peace. 
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Qnettion,  How  loDg  have  yon  held  that  office  t 

Ansicer,  I  received  the  appointmeDt  under  the  proTisional  gOTeniment--Oor6mor 
PareoDS.  I  don't  think  there  bos  been  auy  election  since,  ami  I  am  holding  it  now 
nnder  the  appointment  of  Governor  Smith. 

Qarstion,  When  were  you  first  appointed  jastice  of  the  peace  t 

An8K>er.  In  1865. 

Questum.  Are  you  a  native  of  a  northern  or  a  Boutbem  State? 

Answer,  Tennessee ;  a  sonthern  State. 

Question.  I  will  auk  you  to  state  now  the  partionlars  of  the  outrages  said  to  have  been 
committed  upon  your  person,  and  to  commence  with  the  first  one. 

Ansiccr,  Well,  sir,  on  the  31st  day  of  March  last  I  was  attacked  and  tied  by  a  party 
of  eight  men,  aud  taken  out  at  Basham's  shop.  I  was  taken  to  the  woods,  and  stripped 
and  whipp€<l. 

Question,  Were  the  men  disguised  t 

Answer,  No,  sir;  these  men  were  not  disguised. 

Qutstion.  Did  yon  know  themt 

Anstrer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Please  give  their  names. 

Juncier.  Samuel  Moore,  Frank  L.  Gibson.  William  S.  Blair,  James  Bradford.  P!nk 
Johnson  ;  (he  goes  by  that  name;  I  don't  know  whether  his  name  is Pinkney  rightly^ 
<jr  not.  1  think  it  is  stated  before  the  court  Pink  or  Pinkney ;)  Budd  Harlan—he  was 
a  stranger  to  me ;  he  had  not  been  in  the  neighborhood  more  than  two  or  three  weeks 
—James  Kelley. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Quesiion,  Was  he  colored? 
Auswer,  Yes,  sir. 
Quesiion,  Please  designate  the  colored  ones. 

Answer,  Lewis  Bradford 

Question,  Colored? 

Anstrer,  Yes.  sir ;  that  makes  eight,  I  believe. 

Question,  Which  were  colored  ? 

Ansufer.  Kelley  and  Bradford. 

Question,  Were  there  not  three  colored  men  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  six  white  men  and  two  colored. 

By  the  Chahiman: 

Question.  Proceed  with  your  narrative. 

Answer.  Well,  after  the  whipping  was  over,  they  gave  me  my  orders:  first,  that  if  I 
ever  divulged  the  secret  of  their  whipping  roe,  or  gave  their  names,  they  would  kill 
me. 

By  Mr.  Blckley: 

Queiftion.  What  did  they  wliip  you  with!  State  the  whipping  a  little  inure  partic- 
alarly. 

Antica:  Well,  they  whipped  mo  with  hickories  from  three  and  a  half  to  four  feet 
long,  down  to,  1  supposo,  two  feet;  some  of  them  were  three-quarters  of  an  inch  in 
diameter  at  the  butt.  Toward  the  last  there  was  one  of  them — this  man  Blair — ho  had 
pre|Mired  his  whip  some  timo^  before  I  was  tied — twisted  hickory  withes — and  he 
whipped  me  with  that,  with  the  limber  end — the  tip-end  of  it.  But  he  turned  the 
bnit  of  it  then,  toward  the  last.  Ilarlau  had  a  straight  hickory  switch,  not  less  than 
three  aud  a  half  feet  long,  with  three  prongs  fifteen  or  eighteen  inches  long  at  the  tip 
of  it.  It  was  about  three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  diameter  at  the  butt,  and  he  used  the 
bntt  of  that  on  me  toward  the  last.  The  whipping  amounted  to  this :  they  made  the 
negroes  whip  me  first ;  they  whipped  very  lightly  and  reluctantly,  and  begged  the 
white  men  to  release  them  from  it ;  that  it  seemed  to  be  an  unpleasant  task;  that  it 
was  not  right ;  but  the  white  men  would  order  them  to  whip,  aud  whip  harder.  Then 
ihey  would  strike  harder  for  a  few  licks,  and  then  ease  up.  They  seemed  to  get  en- 
raged then,  and  they  dismissed  the  negroes  from  the  whipping,  and  they  let  in.  There 
wcrofrom  three  to  five,  as  I  could  get  my  head  around  to  see  how  many  were  whip- 
ping. 1  eonld  not  tell  the  licks  that  were  coming,  but  there  were  several  at  it ;  there 
vere  three  to  five  at  one  time  struck  me.  The  small  part  of  my  back,  and  my  hips, 
were  beaten  ;  the  hide  was  not  broken,  but  beaten  so  it  bled  a  little,  thickened,  JelUed, 
and  bmisrd ;  thickened  up  as  thick  as  my  hand,  so  I  could  not  sit  down  easily  for 
three  weeks. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  About  how  many  strokes  were  made  ? 

Answer.  I  would  say  n6t  less  than  three  hundred,  but  I  kept  no  connt^^I  do  not  wish 
^  «aggerate  it  Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 

Qneaiion.  How  long  did  this  whipping  continue?  ^ 


j 
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Answer,  That  is  a  pretty  hard  question  t<r  answer,  under  the  circumstances ;  but  not 
less  than  three-quarters  of  an  hour. 

Question.  Did  all  the  white  men  take  a  hand  at  it  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  this  man  Moore  seemed  to  be  the  commander  of  the  concern.  He 
stood  off  some  four  or  five  or  maybe  six  feet.  I  could  see  his  position,  standing  there.  He 
didn't  say  anything  except  when  they  first  commenced.  I  asked  them  not  to  strip  me, 
and  he  remarked,  "  Those  clothes  have  never  done  any  harm.  We  don't  want  to  hurt 
them.'' 

Question,  Moore  did  not  whip  you  himself  I 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  all  the  remaining  white  men  f 

Answer.  Tes,  air,  all  the  remaimng  white  men  took  a  hand,  first  and  last^ 

Question.  What  did  they  do  with  you  after  you  were  whipped? 

Answer.  The  first  order  they  cave  me  was,  that  if  I  told  on  them,  if  I  said  anything 
about  it  to  expose  them,  that  they  would  kill  me ;  and  one  party,  I  think  it  was  John- 
son, said,  '*  Yes,  we  will  hang  you  next  time.  I  was  looking  at  a  very  suitable  tree  as 
we  came  along."  Bradford  remarked,  "  No,  squire,  don't  you  say  anything  abont  it.** 
Says  he,  "I  know  more  than  you  do."  That  was  the  first  order,  the  killing.  The  next 
was,  that  I  had  to  appear  at  the  next  circuit  court  to  give  evidence  against  certain  par- 
ties that  were  in  jail,  the  Wisdoms.  I  told  them  I  appeared  there  four  or  five  days 
at  a  former  trial,  and  had  never  been  called  upon  as  a  witness,  and  had  given  bond  and 
been  discharged  by  the  commissioners,  and  that  I  knew  nothing  of  the  case.  Gibson 
said,  "By  G^,  we  know  better.  You  do  know,  and  you  have  p:ot  to  tell  it."  That  was 
all  of  that  order. 

Qtiestion.  What  prosecution  did  they  refer  to  where  you  had  been  recognized  as  a 
witness  t 

Answer.  They  referred  to  some  men  taken  up  by  Gibson  and  others,  about  twelve 
months  i^go^nd  put  in  jail,  charged  with  wearing  disguises. 

Question,  Had  you  been  subpoenaed  as  a  witness  for  the  State  in  that  cose  ?  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  attended  four  days  before  the  jud^  of  our  county  court.  I  was 
not  called  then  as  a  witness.  Mr.  Coleman,  who  is  here  in  town  now,  was  assistant  in 
the  prosecution,  and  he  didn't  deem  my  evidence  important  at  all,  and  I  was  not  called 
upon.    I  then  gave  bond  for  my  appearance  before  the  grand  jury. 

Question.  Ana  this  man  was  afraid  you  would  apx)ear  as  a  witness  in  that  case  t 

Answer,  He  wanted  me  to  appear  and  give  evidence  against  them.  I  had  plead  all 
the  time  that  I  knew  nothing,  and  had  never  seen  them,  which  I  was  ready  to  swear 
then  and  now,  and  that  I  never  saw  that  party,  nor  either  of  the  parties  who  were 
accused,  for  six  weeks  prior  to  the  time  they  were  reported  to  be  going  in  disguise ;  I 
was  ignorant  of  that. 

Question,  Why  was  ho  anxious  tbat  you  should  appear  as  a  witness  in  that  case  t 

Ansu)er,  I  don't  know  any  other  cause  except  that  one  of  the  Wisdoms  had  boarded 
at  my  house  about  two  months  prior  to  that  time.  We  were  friendlyas  men  could 
be,  and,  to  go  into  a  little  private  matter,  it  was  thought  that  Mr.  Wisdom  and  a 
daughter  of  mine  would  marry,  and  they  had  taken  it  for  granted  from  these  circum- 
stances that  I  knew  all  or  something  of  these  men's  secret  movements.  I  don't  know 
any  other  cause,  but  that  was  spoken  of  as  a  rumor  in  the  neighborhood,  or  by  these 
parties. 

Question.  I  want  to  know  the  nature  of  that  prosecution,  and  why  they  were  anxious 
that  you  should  appear  against  them  as  a  witness.      • 

Answer,  They  had,  from  report,  been  ridiuj^  around— well,  I  will  have  to  go  back  of 
that  for  some  two  or  three  months ;  yes,  I  will  have  to  go  back  further  than  that 

Question.  I  will  not  press  that  question. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  You  need  not  go  back  so  far ;  just  go  on. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  were  telling  of  the  second  order  they  gave  you ;  proceed. 

Answer,  The  next  order  or  condition  they  put  upon  me  was,  that  they  would  hold 
mo  responsible  for  any  devilment  or  mischief  chat  should  be  done  in  that  neighborhood 
after  that  tim&.  These  were  all  the  conditions  that  they  put  on  me.  Under  these  oon- 
ditions,  knowing  the  character  of  the  men  as  well  as  I  did,  I  didn't  feel  safe  in  staying 
at  or  about  home,  and  I  left  my  home,  and  left  the  county.  I  remained  absent  for  two 
months,  and  during  that  time  the  people  had  taken  hold  of  this  thing  and  inquired. 
It  had  got  public,  and  the  officers  and  others  about  Athens  took  the  matter  in  hand, 
and  had  my  daughter  taken  to  Athens,  and  she  laid  in  complaint,  and  the  prosecutioxi 
commenced. 

Question,  Before  you  come  to  that,  you  may  go  back  and  state  what  was  the  cause 
these  men  alleged  at  the  time  they  were  whipping  you. 

Answer.  The  cause  against  me  started  in  this  way ;  I  had  been  at  work  for  this 
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William  S.  Blair  for  some  time,  and  he  had  failed  to  come  up  to  his  contract.  I  was 
workiDg  for  com  on  a  special  contract.  I  was  to  have  a  certain  amount  of  corn  in  the 
way  of  my  work. 

Question.  What  was  your  trade  ? 

Answer,  Carpenter.  He  kept  dilly-dallying  about  it,  and  put  *ne  off  from  time  to 
time  until  I  became  fretted  and  mad  about  it,  and  gave  him  some  pretty  sharp  words 
about  it  on  several  occasions.  Meantime,  he  and  this  man,  Sam  Moore,  were  running  a 
distillery.  I  had  got  through  with  his  work,  and  I  began  to  work  in  the  shop,  stock- 
log  plows  and  so  on,  and  a  good  many  customers  at  the  shop ;  there  is  a  blacksmith, 
shop  carried  on  in  connection  with  my  wood- work.  The  blacksmith  was  a  drinking 
man,  and  I  vas  in  theTiabit  at  that  time  of  indulging  myself  to  some  extent.  Friends 
would  come  in  and  I  must  treat  around,  and  I  could  get  whisky  or  brandy  whenever 
I  wanted  it.  They  promised  to  pay  me,  and  would  pay  me  in  that  wa^.  I  saw  that 
this  was  consuming  my  labor,  and  nothing  was  coming  in.  I  told  my  wife  then  that  I 
wanted  her  to  go  to  Moore  and  Blair,  and  forbid  them  selling  me  any  whisky.  She 
had  the  right  to  do  that,  and  I  told  her  to  do  it.  I  told  her  I  wanted  to  get  out  of  that 
thing.  She  did  so.  This  man  Basham,  that  was  carrying  on  the  shop,  took  pretty 
serious  exception  to  that  thing,  and  made  some  remarks  that  were  unpleasant,  and  he 
and  I  had  a  falling  out.  Meantime^  Moore  and  Blair  were  mad,  and  kept  getting  worse^ 
and  I  finaUy  quit  working  for  them  at  all.  They  would  keep  bringing  work  to  the 
shop-— wagons ;  they  had  wagons ;  each,  I  think  had  a  wagon  at  the  shop  for  me  to 
repair.  I  would  not  touch  tuem.  I  just  came  out  square,  and  told  them  1  would  not 
work  for  Moore  and  Blair  any  more,  but  finalljr  I  did  help  Basham  repair  one  waffon,  but 
I  worked  for  Basham.  About  the  time  that  it  was  fimshed  Basham  and  myself  had  a 
worse  falling  out,  and  I  moved  my  tools  out  of  the  shop,  and  moved  them  up  home,  and 
got  entirely  out  the  shebang,  and  went  on  with  my  work  there,  and  was  up  there  two- 
weeks  before  the  commencement  of  that  difficulty.  I  was  at  home  about  two  weeks  before 
that.  About  one  week  before  this  abuse  took  place  there  was  a  friend  of  mine—  a  neigh- 
bor—who  came  to  me  one  evening,  and  said,  "Squire,  they  have  got  some  pretty  serions 
charges  against  you,  and  if  I  was  i  u  your  place  I  would  leave  the  country."  Isaid, "  I  shall 
dono  such  thing.  What  are  the  charges  f"  He  up  and  told  me  they  were  circulating  the. 
report  that  I  had  tried  to  induce  a  negro  that  worked  for  Blair  and  Moore  to  take  a 
couple  of  mules  and  leave  the  country,  and  some  other  things  of  a  scandalous  nature, 
but  not  so  bad  as  that.  I  said,  *'It  is  a  lie,  and  you  know  it  is  false,  and  I  am  not 
going  to  leave;  they  can't  saddle  such  a  thing  on  me.  If  I  go  away,  they  will  have 
ihe  thing  Inst  as  they  want  it."  He  insisted  that  I  should  leave  or  I  would  suffer.  I 
did  not  ask  him  in  wnat  way,  but  I  went  right  straight  to  investigating  the  matter.  I 
went  to  old  Doctor  Blair,  the  father  of  Bill  Blair,  and  asked  him  what  he  had  heard 
about  it.  It  should  have  emanated  from  or  through  him  in  some  way.  He  had  not 
heard  anything  of  the  stealing,  or  my  wanting  the  negro  to  take  the  mules  and  go  with 
me  anywhere,  i)ut  that  I  had  merely  met  the  negro  somewhere  on  the  road  to  mill, 
and  told  him  to  leave  the  team  and  quit  working  for  Bill  Blair ;  to  go  along  home 
where  he  belonged.  Says  I,  "  It  is  false ;  I  have  never  seen  that  negro  on  the  road  at 
all.  I  have  never  seen  anything  of  him.  I  don't  scarcely  know  him.  I  have  seen  him 
a  few  times  about  the  shop  with  his  wagon."  I  went  then  to  Moore.  He  gave  out  that 
it  had  come  through  Sam  Moore  to  him.  I  went  to  Moore's  house ;  he  was  not  at  bome.^ 
I  lefl;  that  house  and  came  back  to  Blair's,  and  called  out  William  S.  Blair  to  the  front 
porch,  and  asked  him  about  it.  The  simple  charge  was  that  I  was  meddling  with  all 
the  negroes  in  the  country,  trying  to  get  them  to  leave  their  employment;  "  and,"  says 
he, "  it  is  the  prevailing  trait  of  your  radicalism."  Says  I,  "  It  is  an  Infernal  lie,  and 
if  you  repeat  that  agam,  I  will  give  you  radicalism  right  here."  Well,  we  had  some 
pretty  snort  words  there,  and  fmaily  cooled  down,  and  I  told  him,  "  So  far  as  these 
negroes  are  concerned,  or  anything  of  the  sort,  I  told  Jimmy  Kelley  when  he  was  com- 
plaining at  the  shop  that  he  could  not  get  to  work,  that  you  were  not  furnishing  the 
team  according  to  contract — I  told  him  ho  was  a  fool  to  stay  with  you ;  that  he  could 
not  make  anything ;  that  nobody  else  ever  did  make  anything  working  about  Blair, 
and  I  told  him  the  evidence  of  it,  and  referred  him  to  some  others."  As  to  this  Bedford 
negro,  he  came  in  with  some  complaint  one  evening  in  the  shop,  when  I  was  at  work, 
but  I  told  him  to  go  along  home.  He  told  me  where  he  lived.  1  told  him  to  go  home, 
if  he  could  do  better  than  he  could  here.  Says  I,  "  You  can  get  nothing  from  Bill  Blair 
for  working,  unless  you  have  better  luck  than  I  have  had."  I  had  made  the  same 
remark  to  this  fellow  Harlan,  and  to  a  man  named  Hardy  Ferguson. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Qu^Um.  Were  they  in  Blair's  employ  T 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.  Well,  -Ferguson  had  complained  to  me  several  times  that  he  had 
worked  up  a  month  and  his  family  was  sick,  and  he  was  sick  most  of  the  time,  and  he 
eoald  not  get  even  meat  or  bread  from  Blair  for  his  family. 

By  the  Chairman  :  ^.g,.^^,  .^  GoOqIc 

Qttfttum,  Were  these  two  negroes  you  gave  this  advice  the  same  negroes  afrorward 
concerned  in  whipping  you  ? 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Queation,  Tlicy  belonged  to  Dlair  or  Bedford,  or  worked  for  tUcra? 

Ansxcei'.  They  were  working  for  Blair  and  Moore.  One  was  named  Bedford  and  tho 
other  named  Kelley.  When  they  mot  on  this  evening  that  I  was  abnsed,  they  introdnced 
these  negroes  as  witnesses.  They  brought  up  the  whole  charge  of  the  stealins^;  of 
my  trying  to  indnco  the  negro  to  steal  the  mule,  and  when  they  got  through,  I  was 
asked  if  1  acknowledged  or  denied  it.  I  said,  **  I  did  neither."  Says  I,  "  I  will  dissect 
the  thing,  and  take  what  truth  there  is  of  it,  and  the  falsehood  I  will  throw  aside. 
Whjit  I  ara  guilty  of,  I  am  ready  to  face  you  in."  "  No,**  the  reply  was,  **  you  mast  ac- 
knowledge it  ajl  or  deny  all."  I  says,  "  I  can't  do  either.  I  will  not  deny  it  all  or 
;icknowle>lgo  all,"  but  I  had  to  do  one  or  the  other.  I  began  to  suspect  that  there  was 
Trouble  ahead,  and  saw  that  I  bad  to  do  some  management  as  best  I  could.  I  would 
waive  the  matter,  and  put  it  all  off  and  try  to  reason.  They,  in  the  meantime,  would 
take  the  negroes  olF  and  consult  them  and  drill  them  awhile,  and  back  they  would 
v'ome  with  the  thing  rather  modified.  I  still  would  not  come  to  the  proposition.  They 
stuck  to  theira ;  I  stuck  to  mine.  Finally,  I  took  Sam  Moore  to  one  side,  and  made 
this  remark :  "  Moore,  you  have  got  this  thing  packed  up,  and  there  is  no  use  in  my 
saying  anything  here  in  this  crowd ;  of  course  everybody  here  now  believes  I  ara  guilty, 
and  the  whole  of  it  is  nothing  but  the  personal  matter  between  you  and  Bill  Blair  and 
myself,  and  if  yon  consider  that  I  have  injured  yon,  I  am  ready  to  make  acknowledg- 
ment like  a  gentleman,  and  if  that  will  not  do,  1  am  ready  to  take  it  out  with  either 
one  of  you  single-handed." 

Question.  At  this  point,  tell  the  committee  how  you  come  to  meet  this  crowd. 

Answer,  I  met  this  crowd  in  answer  to  a  note  which  is  on  file  in  the  court  of  Lime- 
stone County,  received  from  Frank  L.  Gibson,  brought  to  me  by  ^  man  named  Stephon 
FoUis.    The  noto,  I  think,  read  in  about  these  words : 

"L.  L.  V/EIR,  Esq.*: 
"Sir  :  Wo  want  to  see  vou  on  particular  purposes  at  the  shop  this  evening. 

»F.  L.  GIBSON. 
"March  31,  1871." 

Question.  Was  it  signed  by  Gibson  alone  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.  1  responded  to  that  note.  When  I  got  there  and  asked  the  busi- 
ness, ho  wanted  me,  or  pretended  that  he  wanted  me,  to  make  him  a  wagon-bed  tho 
Jiext  day,  Tiiis  occurred  on  Friday,  and  tho  next  day  was  Saturday.  Says  I,  **  If  you 
will  bring  the  plank  up  to  my  shop,  at  home,  I  can  make  it."  Says  he,  "  Can't  you 
make  it  here?"  I  says,  "  I  reckon  not ;  I  have  moved  my  tools  out  of  Basham's  shop 
here,  and  unless  you  got  the  use  of  the  bench  from  him,  I  would  rather  not  do  it.  I 
would  rather  not  work  here  any  way."  Ho  named  it  to  Basham,  and  asked  him  if  ho 
would  let  nio  work  in  tho  wagon-shop  while  he  was  busy.  At  that  Basham  flow  off  on 
the  old  fuss  between  us,  and  reared  around  heavy.  I  didn't  want  to  have  any  difficulty 
there  lor  two  reasons :  first  was  the  crowd  there,  and  the  fact  that  there  were  marriage 
relations  between  Basham's  family  and  mine.  His  son  had  married  my  daughter,  and 
I  thought  it  was  no  credit  for  me  and  him  to  quarrel. 

Question.  Were  all  these  men  there  when  you  responded  to  that  not«  and  went  to  see 
Gibson  f 

Anstca\  No ;  this  man  Johnson  came  after  I  got  there.  Moore  and  the  negroes  catno 
over  after  I  got  there,  but  I  have  learned  subsequently  that  they  had  been  at  the  shop 
Ijeforo  1  got  there,  and  had  only  gone  olT  a  little  way. 

Question.  Did  you  go  to  Gibson^s  house  t 

Antnccr.  No,  sir;  to  Basham's  shop. 

Qucullon.  Did  he  really  want  a  wagon-bed  made,  or  was  it  a  pretext  ? 

Ansirir.  I  think  it  was  a  pretext.    I  heard  nothing  more  of  tho  wagon-bed. 

Qucsiioit.  Ktsunio  your  narrative  at  the  point  you  left  off,  when  you  were  called  a^ide 
and  talked  with  Moore. 

Ansuer.  When  I  npoko,  as  I  said,  that  I  was  ready  to  make  acknowledgments,  ho  said 
he  thoiij_:Ut  thut  on;^!it  to  be  grantinl;  that  he  was  ready  to  do  anything  right  as  a 
Christiii!:.  Well,  v.luu  he  mentioned  tlio  name  Christian,  it  caused  mo  to  rather  hang 
my  head.  '^ 

QuestLii.  Wijs  ho  a  nicnilur  of  x\m  cliureli  ? 

Ansvci  '.  No,  sir,  m.t  th.it.  1  know  of;  at  least  his  practices  didn't  indicate  anvthiii^ij 
of  the  hdit.  lie  went  back  to  the  crowd,  and  left  mo  sitting  where  we  had  been  talk- 
ing. We  had  talked,  I  Kupposc,  five  minutes;  may  be  longer.  He  went  back  to  tho 
crowd,  r.iid  ho  told  me  he  would  see ;  he  would  talk  to  the  other  members.  I  was  callv*d 
up  to  tho  tTowd,  and  they  commenced  on  the  old  charge.  It  did  not  seem  that  li«  hud 
said  anU'iing  on  that  point.  They  commenced  where  they  had  left  oil'— to  know 
whether  1  would  acknowledge  or  deny.  Right  at  about  that  juncture  Bill  Biair  ap- 
peared wiih  that  twisted  withe  in  his  hand.  That  gave  me  some  alarm,  but  wc  batter- 
whanged  the  thing  around,  and  talked  about  it  a  few  minutes,  and  a  man  named 
^cGregor,  who  was  at  the  shop,  oame  to  me — ^ho  got  a  chance  to  get  a  little  privatoly 
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to  me  from  the  others — and  ho  says,  "  My  mule  is  tied  down  there  the  other  side  of  the 
shop;  1  have  loosened  the  rein  over  the  " — whatever  it  was  she  was  hitched  to—"  and," 
says  lie,  **  you  go  to  her  and  cet  away  from  here,  or  you  are  going  to  suffer  in  the  flesh." 
I  was  well  acqiukinted  with  him,  and  addressed  him  familiarly:  says  I,  "Mack,  I  would 
not  leave  here  to  save  every  one  of  their  lives.  I  am  satisfied  I  am  going  to  suffer ;  that 
ia  what  they  want.  They  want  to  convict  mo  and  havo  things  their  own  way,  and  I 
will  die  here  but  I  will  see  it  out  here." 

Question,  I  understand,  then,  that  the  charges  they  preferred  against  yon  were  not 
true! 

Anstcer,  Not  true  any  further  than  I  have  stilted  here.  They  were  wholly  untrue. 
There  is  not  a  man  of  my  acquaintance  in  Limestone  County,  that  is  not  prejudiced, 
who  believes  it.  The  pnemies  didn't  believe  it.  I  think  I  can  prove  it  by  one  of  these 
Heroes.  He  has  acknowledged  since  that  these  tales  were  fixed  up  by  Gibson  and 
Bill  Blair,  and  he  was  forced  to  tell  them. 

i^nestion.  Was  it  at  the  conclusion  of  the  whipping  that  Blair  made  the  remark  to  you 
that  it  was  the  prevailing  trait  of  your  radicalism  to  interfere  with  negroes  t 

Answer,  That  was  at  a  private  interview  between  Blair  and  me. 

Question,  After  you  had  been  whipped  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  a  week  l»efore.  That  was  at  the  time  I  had  started  around  to 
investigate  how  they  had  started  the  tale  on  mo  of  this  stealing.  I  wanted  to  get  at 
the  bottom  of  it. 

Question.  Were  you  a  republican  then  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  was  a  Union  man  during  tlfb  war,  and  a  republican  since ;  niok- 
oamed  or  generally  called  a  radical,  a  name  which  was  not  in  very  good  repute  in  my 
neighborhood.  I  will  state  further,  in  my  district  there  is  a  voting  strength,  I  think, 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty  now  for  the  last  two  years,  and  I  am  the  only  man  that  votes 
that  ticket  at  that  box. 

Question,  What  were  the  politics  of  Moore,  Gibson,  Blair,  Bradford,  Johnson,  and 
Harlan,  the  whit^  men  t 

Answer.  They  claimed  to  be  democrats,  or  gloried  in  the  name  of  rebel.  They 
belonged  to  the  democratic  party. 

Question.  During  the  time  you  were  being  whipped,  was  anything  said  about  your 
politics  ? 

Ansirer.  Johnson  remarked  this, "  We  will  give  you  negro  equality."  I  will  state  here 
what  1  don't  believe  I  have  stated  yet :  that  they  made  the  negro  Kelley  tie  me.  Ho 
approached  me  with  a  leather  strap.  I  happened  at  the  time  to  be  standing  in  the  yard 
of  the  shop,  outside  of  the  bailding,  and  the  party  or  crowd  was  in  the  shop  drinking 
whisky  or  brandy  or  something.  I  had  quit  drinking  some  two  weeks  before  that  time, 
tnd  have  not  drank  any  since.  I  did  not  partake  of  any  with  them.  When  he  told  me 
fbejr  said  ho  must  tie  me,  I  said,  "Jim,  you  must  not  do  it."  He  said,  "  I  don't  want  to 
do  it."  They  came  out  of  the  shop,  and  ordered  him  to  tie  me.  He  said,  "  Gentlemen, 
some  of  you  gentlemen  tie  this  man ;  it  is  not  right  for  a  negro  to  tie  a  white  man.  It  is 
something  I  am  not  used  to."  They  formed  a  ring  around  me.  Gibson  appeared  in  front 
of  me  with  a  piece  of  split  wood  about  two  and  a  half  feet  lonjj,  rather  broader  one  way 
than  it  was  thick  the  other.  I  did  not  notice  its  size  very  much,  but  I  suppose,  from  tho 
size  of  the  other  pieces  in  the  yard,  it  was  about  an  inch  and  a  half,  and  with  tho  8|ick 
in  his  hand  ho  ordered  tho  negro  to  tie  me.  Whether  be  got  in  that  position  to  enforce 
obedience  by  the  negro  or  not  I  do  not  know,  but  I  took  it  to  myself,  crossed  my  hands, 
and  was  tie<l. 

Question.  You  say  these  two  negroes,  Kelley  and  Bedford,  worked  for  Maore  and 
Blair  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  they  vote  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know.    I  never  meddled  with  them. 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  whether  these  negroes  acted  voluntarily  or 
nnder  compulsion  ? 

Answer.  They  acted  under  compulsion  ;  I  am  clearly  of  that  opinion  ;  and  here  I  wish 
to  make  one  other  remark  in  a  political  way,  and  after  that  I  do  not  wish  to  have  any- 
thing more  to  say  or  do  with  politics.  These  parties  made  use  of  political  prejudice,  I 
think ;  I  am  satisfied  that  Blair  and  Moore  took  advantage  of  political  prejudice  to 
earry  out  what  they  lacked  the  moral  courage  to  do  themselvee. 

Question.  Did  1  understand  you  to  say  that  you  were  the  oply  man  in  that  precinct 
who  voted  the  republican  ticket  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  cast  up  to  you  in  an  odious  way  that  you  were  a  radical  ? 

Answer.  Not  on  that  day. 

QursUon.  But  before  that  t 

Answer,  Blair  had  thrown  it  up  to  me  before  that,  on  this  occasion  I  speak  of. 

Question.  Were  any  of  these  men  owners  of  property  who  were  concerned  inwhip- 
ptng  yout 
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Answer,  Gibson  owned  some  property,  if  it  was  paid  for.  He  was  living  on  property 
he  had  bought.  My  understanding  is  that  he  was  involved  in  debt,  and  was  owing  for 
the  land  so  long  that  he  was  really  not  worth  anything.  The  others ,  all  of  them,  except 
Blair,  belonged  to  rather  the  migratory  or  transient  class  of  people.  They  had  not 
been  in  the  country  more  than  two  years ;  some  not  that  long.    They  were  strangers. 

Question.  Blair  owned  a  distillery  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Had  3Ioore  lived  there  very  long  t 

Answer.  Not  in  that  neighborhood.  He  was  perhaps  raised  in  the  northeast  portion 
of  the  county,  but  he  bad  not  been  in  the  neighborhood  exceeding  fifteen  or  eighteen 
months  at  that  time.  I  think  he  came  into  tht^t  neighborhood  about  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary before. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  He  was  interested  with  Blair  in  the  distillery  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  a  licensed  distillery,  or  an  illicit  one  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  illicit.  It  has  been  proven  so  and  torn  down  by  the  marshal, 
or  by  his  orders,  within  the  last  two  weeks. 

Question.  What  did  they  distill ;  fruit  or  grain  ? 

Answer.  Fruit  and  grain  both. 

Question.  How  much  did  they  turn  out  a  week  f 

Answer.  1  am  not  able  to  say.  I  never  paid  any  attention  to  the  man.  I  left  a  short 
time  after  they  commenced  distilling.  They  had  been  distilling  fruit  for  several  years 
at  the  same  place.  Thoy  commenced  distilling  grain  last  spring,  and  had  not  made 
but  two  or  three  runs  when  I  left  the  neighborhood.  I  learned  subsequently  that  they 
failed  in  getting  grain,  and  did  not  run  more  than  perhaps  half  the  time  during  the 
summer ;  but  I  was  not  there  to  know.    That  is  the  general  account. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  The  still  has  now  been  seized  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chauimax  : 

Question.  You  may  now  resume  your  narrative  at  the  point  where  you  stated  that 
your  daughter  had  made  an  affidavit. 

Answer.  Well,  after  I  had  left  home,  this  whole  transaction  got  out  to  the  public.  It 
seemed  to  have  been  told  by  themselves.  When  I  left  home,  I  had  laid  in  the  woods 
the  Friday  night  after  I  was  abused.  I  staid  in  the  house  all  day,  and  laid  abed 
pretty  much  all  Saturday  following,  and  Saturday  night  I  went  to  the  woods.  On  Sun- 
day morning  I  concluded  to  go  across  the  river,  into  another  county. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  What  river  ? 

^swer.  Elk  River.  I  went  to  a  friend  of  mine  there,  and  knocked  around  during 
Sunday.  I  made  an  arrangement  before  I  left  home  in  the  morning,  with  my  daugh- 
ter, for  her  or  my  son  to  meet  me  on  the  bank  of  the  river. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  At  this  point,  state  who  composed  your  family  ? 

Answer.^ly  wife,  and  daughter  that  is  grown,  and  five  children,  from  fourteen  years 
old  down — boys  and  girls. 

Question.  Proceed  with  your  narrative. 

Answer.  I  made  this  arrangement  with  my  family,  my  daughter,  particularly,  for  her 
to  meet  me  at  the  river,  and  if  they  got  any  items  or  anything  prejudicial,  to  meet  me 
on  the  bank  and  let  me  know  it,  and  I  would  not  cross.  I  would  still  stay  on  that  side 
and  see  how  matters  were  going  on.  I  was  very  much  cowed.  All  my  expectation 
was  to  leave  the  country  and  get  my  family  away.  They  met  me,  according  to  ap- 
pointment, about  sundown,  and  brought  my  clothes,  with  a  report  that  they  had  seen 
my  son-in-law.  He  had  heard  of  it,  and  had  come  to  see  me,  and  he  had  noted  certain 
riding  about — the  movements  of  certain  parties  on  Saturday  night  before — and  was 
fearful  that  there  was  something  further  in  contemplation ;  and  the  request  of  my 
family  was  for  me  to  get  away.  1  took  my  clothes  and  staid  iu  the  neighborhood  on 
the  opposite  side  of  Elk  River  from  home,  and  on  Monday  morning  I  bought  a  canoe 
and  put  off.  I  went  out  of  Elk  River  to  the  Tennessee,  and  through  to  Courtland,  on 
the  Charleston  and  Memphis  road,  and  took  the  train  from  there  to  Mississippi. 

Question.  This  occurrence  was  in  Limestone  County  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  the  occurrence  was  all  in  Limestone  County.  During  my  absence 
I  received  a  letter  from  my  wife,  stating  she  had  received  my  letters,  and  stating,  fur- 
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tJicr,  that  she  had  written  tome  once  before,  but  the  outlaws  had  ^ol  1j<  r  kttor  that, 
she  had  intended  for  me ;  also,  in  the  same  letter  she  stated  that  th»>y  had  made  a  raid 
npoD  her  or  upon  the  house — some  ten  or  twelve — aud  she  had  idontificd  a  portion  of 
tbem.    They  bad  abused  her  in  language. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

(hiaiiiofi.  Were  they  in  disgaise  T 

Jinrer.  No,  sir ;  not  in  disguise.  Those  that  came  in  the  boose  were  not  in  disguise, 
aod  flbe  knew  them.  Of  those  out  of  doors,  a  part  of  them  would  talk  at  a  time  in  a 
disKoised  voice. 

(^teaiwiu  Was  it  in  the  night-time  ? 

Angwer,  It  was  about  an  hour  before  day,  or  an  honr  aiul  a  half,  or  longer,  when 
they  cjme  to  the  house.  They  pretended  to  be  hunting  disguises,  and  searched  the 
booae  from  floor  to  garret,  and  under  the  floor,  and  had  the  children  all  to  get  out  of 
the  beds,  ao  that  they  could  turn  them  up ;  and  accused  my  wife  of  wearing  disguises, 
ud  went  on  at  a  pretty  large  rate ;  and  hnally  after  they  gave  up  searching,  they  went 
m£o  tlie  yard.  8he  was  watching  them,  and  she  could  see  the  bulk,  and  was  satisfied 
thit  there  was  ten  or  twelve  of  them.  They  had  told  her,  in  the  mean  time,  that  they 
were  in  a  bad  scrape.  My  daughter  had  recognized  a  part  of  them  as  being  the  samo 
party  that  had  whipped  me,  and  had  charged  them  with  it ;  and  this  Johnson  said, 
''We  are  in  a  bad  scrape,  and  we  are  going  to  get  out,  and  J  will  give  you  to  under- 
dentand  we  are  not  atraid  of  the  law ;  we  have  a  law  of  our  own/'  And  when  they 
;^Te  my  wife  the  order  that  she  had  to  leave  in  ten  days,  she  told  them  very  promptly 
^  woald  not  do  it;  that  that  was  her  home;  that  her  husband,  whom  they  nad 
abased  and  driven  from  the  country,  had  paid  for  it  for  her,  and  she  was  going  to  die 
oefore  she  would  leave  it.  They  told  her  if  she  did  not  leave  they  would  give lier  and 
Ftony,  that  is  my  daughter,  tlu'ee  times  a  day  what  thev  had  given  old  L.  L.  Well, 
tt»t  occurrence  got  out.  My  wife  had  written  me  this ;  that  this  ontrage  had  got  out, 
ad  the  people  bad  taken  hold  of  it.  At  that  point,  my  daoghter  was  sent  for  to  town, 
ud  the  Mend  that  brooght  her  to  town  took  by-ways.  He  was  afraid  for  his  own 
Jib. 

By  the  Chairman: 
QutMion.  What  town  f  Athens  f 
Au^rrr.  The  county  seat  of  Limestone. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Qumtion,  How  far  did  you  live  from  Athens  T 

Amncer.  About  eleven  miles.  The  good  people,  my  old  neighbors,  were  intimidated, 
ttd  were  actually  afraid  to,  come  out  openly  and  defend  my  wife,  but,  through  good 
mm^Eement,  tins  friend  brought  my  daughter  to  Athens,  and  there  she  made  her 
complaint.  Warrants  were  immediately  issued,  and  the  parties  were  all  arrested,  ex- 
cept two,  who  are  running  at  large  yet.  The  case  is  progressing.  It  has  been  put  off 
from  time  to  time. 

By  the  Chaibman  :  "  •  % 

Q^fgtion,  Were  you  bound  over  to  appear  against  these  men  ? 

Auvfr,  Yes,  si?. 

Qturtwm.  Who  was  your  surety  T 

Antwtr,  Let  me  see 

QruttUm,  Was  the  sheriff  ? 

i»«Ffr.  The  sheriff  was  one.  f 

QitaiUm.  I  do  not  care  about  the  others. 

Antwerp  It  was  a  ^ood  bond. 

Qiesticm.  When  did  you  come  back  f 

Amvtr,  I  came  back  just  two  months  from  the  time  I  left  home,  or  within  a  day  or 
tVDof  that.  I  came  back  about  the  Ist  of  June.  I  left  the  Ist  or  3d  of  April,  and  I 
tMnk  it  was  the  2d  or  3d  of  June  that  I  got  home. 

Qui^on.  In  Jane  lastf 

Auiter,  Yes,  sir.  When  at  home  it  alarmed  my  wife  to  see  me.  She  was  very  much 
^ted,  fearing  that  these  parties  would  find  out  that  I  was  home.  A  neighbors  little 
^gbter  hapx>ened  to  come  on  some  errand  after  breakfast,  and  went  home  and  told 
a»  parents,  who  were  all  my  friends,  of  it.  The  lady  of  the  house,  came  right  straight 
^aeeme,  and  would  not  give  me  any  rest  at  all.  She  and  my  wife  both  beset  me  to 
Ro  right  across  Elk  River,  in  the  neij^hborhood  of  Lentzville,  and  stay  there — about 
two  miles  from  where  I  live.  They  said  they  did  not  consider  me  safe  where  I  was.  1 
▼ent  over  in  the  neighborhood,  and  went  to  the  sheriff,  Mr.  Lentz.  That  was  on  Sat- 
Qidty,  and  my  wife  came  over  the  next  day,  and  we  staid  there  until  Monday,  and  I 
tame  over  to  Athens  in  company  with  them.  Well,  it  was  managed  very  well  in  get- 
^  op  witnesses.    A  good  many  had  developed  themselves ;  had  voluntarily  ooms 
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forward  and  told  what  they  knew — my  *old  neighbors— and  thev  had  evidence  sofiQcient 
to  convict  tliese  parties  without  my  presence.  On  the  Ist  of  June  I  was  at  Athens, 
and  I  went  back  then  into  Colbert  County  to  my  work.  In  abont  two  weeks  I  was 
taken  sick  and  returned  home.  From  that  tima  1  was  in  the  neighborhood,  working 
most  of  the  time  for  Squire  Lentz,  the  sheriff,  up  to  the  lOth  of  September.  During 
the  time  when  I  would  go  home  I  would  lie  in  the  woods.  I  never  slept  in  my  own 
house. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Qxu'Htifm,  You  would  lie  out  at  night,  you  mean  f 

Ansicer,  Yes,  fiir.  Wo  bad  discovered,  in  the  mean  time,  that  these  parties  were 
watching  for  me.  We  had  pretty  good  evidence  of  it;  enough  to  keep  mo  on  my 
guard.  1  hardly  ever  went  the  same  route  backwards  and  forwards  twice.  I  woold 
rarely  go  back  the  same  way  I  came,  but  would  go  through  the  woods  by  byways.  I 
eluded  them.  I  had  learned  that  they  were  watching  for  mo.  I  eluded  their  vigilance 
up  to  the  10th  of  September.  I  believe  that  that  is  about  all  I  have  to  state  now  of 
the  old  case. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Quesiion,  You  may  now  give  the  committee  the  particulars  of  the  second  time  you 
were  visited. 

Aneiccr,  Well,  sir,  Sunday,  the  10th  of  September,  of  the  present  year,  I  had  rotumod 
from  Mr.  Lentz's,  whore  I  was  at  work,  at  about  ton  o'clock. 

Qneaiion,  Teu  o'clock  in  the  raoruiugt 

Jnstocr.  In  the  morning.  My  wife  wjis  commencing  to  tell  me  of  the  discoveries  and 
items  they  had  gathered  in  the  last  three  or  four  days,  of  strange  parties  iu  tho  neigh- 
borhood, and  certain  movements.  I  think  maybe  this  had  consumed  about  t43n  min- 
utes of  time.  1  was  about  to  ask  her  to  give  mo  somo  water,  to  let  me  Hhavo  and  put 
on  clean  clothes,  and  I  would  go  back  to  tho  other  nidc  of  the  river.  She  was  sitting 
nearer  tho  door  than  1  was,  and  happening  to  turn  her  head  she  cried,  "La!  there  are 
disguised  men  iu  the  yard."  I  jumped  up  and  ainied  to  t^et  out  of  tho  back  of  the 
house.  1  thought  I  woiild  make  a  run  of  it  and  get  out  back  by  the  woods.  1  saw  the 
glimpse  of  a  man  where  I  aimed  to  get  out.  I  turned  back  and  suatched  an  old  mus- 
ket in  the  houHC  that  I  hnd  had  loaded.  I  did  not  know  whether  it  was  loaded  at  that 
time  or  not.  I  snalched  it  and  happtfued  to  look  and  there  was  no  cap  on  it.  I  rcrx)l- 
lected  a  cap  in  my  vest  po(!kot.  1  snaiched  that  and  put  it  on,  and  came  to  tho  front 
door.  It  was  all  tho  work  of  a  moment— just  as  cpiick  as  it  could  be  done.  1  did  not 
see  them,  only  the  two  at  tho  gate.  1  did  not  seo  any  one  in  tho  yard.  I  heard  the 
tramp  of  feet  at  the  back  door  and  then  there  were  three  in  the  door  with  their  pistols 
leveled  on  me  as  they  were  all  4X)niing  iu.  1  just  set  the  gun  down  and  they  i-ushed  on 
and  gathered  hold  of  mo  and  ruKhotl  mo  right  oil'.  Thero  were  five  of  the  disguised 
party  that  I  saw.  They  pushed  mo  and  kept  mo  iu  a  run  tor  about  two  hundrcti  yards 
irom  the  house,  and  they  then  put  mo  upon  a  horse  behind  one  of  tho  men  who  went 
ahead,  in  front,  ayd  went  olf  in  a  great  hurry.  My  daughter  and  one  son  had  left  the 
houbo  just  a  few  minutes  after  1  had  got  home,  going  out  where  they  knew  of  some 
grapi  s,  or  may  he  a  peach  treo  in  some  old  Held  to  get  some,  and  they  had  got  some 
tllfee  hundred  yards  fi*om  tho  houso  when  they  heard  tho  alarm  their  mother  gave,  or 
scream,  when  I  was  taken.  Tho  youngest  one  got  a  glimpse  of  the  party,  anil  came 
across  tho  uij;h  way  and  intercepted  them,  and  she  said  there  was  one  man  iu  tlio  crowd 
who  w:is  not  disguised.  Sim  said  there  was  six  or  eight  in  tho  bunch,  and  one  was  not 
disguised,  ami  ho  kept  motioning  a  piotol  at  her.  I  dul  not  seo  but  livo.  My  position 
was  such  when  I  saw  them  that  I  had  not  a  chance  to  see  mora  than  the  five. 

Qaeaiioli,  Wero  they  all  disguised  f 

Anitwei\  Yes.  sir;  all  that  1  saw  were. 

Question,  Will  you  please  describe  their  dipgui.se  T 

AiMWcr.  It  was  red  and  blue,  tho  best  I  could  see  was,  and  their  faces  were  covered. 
I  bad  no  time  for  taking  a  minute  observation.  It  was  rod  and  blue,  mi<l  maybe 
some  white  miiced  up. 

Question,  \  )id  they  all  havo  horses  f 

A  usiccr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  the  horses  disguised  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  some  were,  I  know,  and  some,  I  think,  wero  not.  I  was  in  my  shirt 
•lecves  and  bareheaded  when  they  took  mo  oil*. 

Question,  Mounted  behind  a  disguised  man  f 

Ansiccv,  Yes,  sir.  lie  rode  iu  front  until  they  got  abont  a  mile  from  homo.  They 
■top|K*d  there,  and  they  put  a  bandage  uroun<l  my  eyes,  of  a  handkerchief,  or  something 
he  lolde<l  up  aud  lied  around  my  eye^.  They  tietl  my  hands  behind  me,  and  then  they 
put  the  head  covering— I  believe  it  is  calle<l  th^;  hood  of  a  horse-covermg— turning  it 
right  over  my  head  and  shouhWrs,  and  it  was  f^teued  in  some  way  to  my  haucLi  be- 
hind ;  but  the  great  bulk  ol  it  hung  doAU  to  near  my  waist.    When  Uiey  startod  with 
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mo  from  there  I  was  entirely  blind  from  the  bandage  aronnd  my  eyes,  but  I  conid  tell 
tbey  were  riding  in  a  circle,  and  after  a  while  they  strnck  a  road,  and  by  this  time  they 
bad  mo  bewildered  as  to  locality,  bat  I  could  tell  by  the  horses'  feet  that  they  were  in 
a  road  or  open  jp*ound.  There  were  no  leaves  under  the  horses'  feet,  and  I  could  tell 
tbat  it  was  open  ground  that  they  were  on.  This  bandage  came  out  or  slipped  down 
off  of  my  c^yes.  It  worked  down.  It  did  not  stay  very  long.  Then  1  had  the  light, 
bat  only  the  light  as  if  through  a  very  thick  canvas  or  very  heavy  domestic.  I  could 
then  tell  the  course  they  were  traveling,  mainly  by  the  sun.  They  traveled  generally 
Id  a  southern  course,  but  I  was  so  badly  bewildered  by  this  time  (hat  I  did  not  know 
anything  abont  the  locality.  Occasionally  they  would  stop  and  circle.  They  went  on 
in  that  way,  I  think,  until  near  12  o'clock.  I  think  it  was  well  on  to  an  hour  or  an 
hour  and  a'half  or  longer.  All  that  was  sometimes  in  the  woods  and  sometimes  in  open 
spaces  of  road,  and  they  stopped  and  rode  off;  they  had  been  traveling  in  a  road 
for  some  distance,  but  they  turned  into  the  woods  and  rode  into  the  woods  apiece,  and 
stopped  and  dismounted.  I  was  taken  otl*  of  the  horse,  and  there  were  two  of  the  party 
rodo  off.  I  did  not  think  from  the  sound  of  the  horses'  feet  that  the  party  had  increased 
from  the  time  they  had  left  my  house  up  to  that  time.  After  standing  in  that  posi- 
tion, blindfolded  and  suffering,  for  it  was  terribly  warm,  and  I  was  suffering  with  thirst, 
and  almost  suffocatcil,  I  had  to  lean  over  in  front,  in  this  way,  [illustrating,  J  to  keep  the 
hood  so  I  conld  get  air.  If  I  sat  straight  it  came  down  to  my  face.  1  eouhl  hear  by 
the  voices  that  there  were  three  there.  There  may  have  been  more,  but  I  was  certain 
of  three  distinct  voices,  though  they  talked  in  thuir  disguised  tone.  After  a  while  I 
asked  them,  "  Men,  what  do  you  design  doing  with  mo  fit"  you  intend  to  kill  me,  which 
1  believe  you  are  going  to  do,  I  want  to  know  it."  The  reply  was,  *'  Wo  can't  answer 
no  questions."  They  talked  on  among  themselves  for  a  while,  and  at  that  time  1  dis- 
covered or  detected  the  voice  of  Sam  Moore,  speaking  in  an  undertone.  After  a  while 
one  of  the  party  came  up  and  stood  behind  nic,  and  says,  *'My  friend,  I  can  say  one 
thing  to  you  :  if  you  have  any  x)reparati()n8  to  make  for  death,  it  is  time  you  were  at  it. 
You  iiave  but  a  short  time  to  live."  I  said,  *' Just  abont  as  I  expected,  and  I  would 
like  to  have  some  writing  materials,  so  that  I  can  write  a  little  n<»tetoa  friend.  There 
iflsomo  business  I  have  on  hand  that  is  entirely  unsatisfactorily  arranged,  an<l  I  would 
like  to  write  to  him."  They  told  me  I  should  have  it.  After  a  while  the  crowd  came 
back — or  there  was  a  crowd  came  back — 1  could  hear  the  hoi-ses'  feet,  and  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  talking,  and  the  question  was  iisked,  '*  Who  have  you  got  there!"  and 
the  answer  was,  "Weir."  **  What,"  says  one,  *'  the  old  Squire!"  "  Yes."  Well,  they 
counseled,  and  went  on  for  some  time,  and,  tinally,  there  was  a  pencil  and  a  scrap  of 
paper  procured  for  me,  and  I  was  led  off"  perhaps  Rome  twenty  steps— 1  judge  about 
that  far — behind  a  tree,  and  the  blindfold  taken  oft'.  I  had  a  line  pair  of  spectiicles 
they  bad  taken  off  of  my  eyes,  when  they  fust  blindfolded  me,  that  they  now  handed 
back  forme  to  put  on,  in  order  to  write.  I  was  guarded  at  that  time  by  two  men  ; 
both  had  on  disguises,  but  the  face  of  ono  was  naked.  lie  was  a  man  I  did  not  know. 
I  did  not  recognize  him  at  that  time,  but  I  finally  found  him  out  before  I  got  shut  of 
them. 

Question.  Who  was  he  ?  , 

Ansfcer.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Boyce.  Y'ou  will  learn  after  a  while  how  I  det-ected 
him.  1  wrote  a  note  to  Squire  Lentz,  the  sheriff,  stating  to  him  that  I  hml  been  cap- 
tared,  and  had  but  a  short  time  to  livo  ;  that  my  doom  was  sealed,  and  th.it  I  wanted 
him  to  do  so  and  so  in  such  matters,  and  to  take  cai*e  of  my  children.  Woll,  when  I 
eot  that  through — got  done  writing — I  gave  it  to  them.  They  promised  me  very  faith- 
fully that  it  should  be  carried  and  delivered  to  Mr.  Lentz.  The  blindfold  was  put  on 
zne,aud  1  was  led  bock  and  stopped  right  at  a  halter-chain  and  roj)e  that  wju*  right  at 
my  ffict.  1  could  only  see  a  circle  of  eighteen  inches  or  two  feet  around  my  feet.  They 
might  have  had  a  design  in  stopping  me  there.  At  any  rat-e  1  stopped,  and  there  was  a 
rope  and  hnlter-chuin  living  there;  and  they  talked  among  themselves  all  this  time,  of 
wmcb^  understood  but  little.  At  this  time  1  detected  Johnson's  voice,  and  Gibson's. 
I  was  asked  by  some  one  of  the  party  in  which  way  I  preferred  to  die,  by  hangiug  or 
shooting.  Bays  I,  "It  is  not  for  me  to  make  the  choice,  but  if  you  intend  my  family 
to  get  my  body  to  bury  I  do  not  want  it  mangled  or  bloodied  up  by  beingshot :  I  don't 
vant  them  to  see  any  blood."  Then  the  rope  was  put  around  my  neck  and  tue  remi- 
lar  banging  knot  tied.  I  exi)ected  then  to  go  right  up  there;  I  had  no  other  calciua- 
tion.  lliey  kept' counseling  and  iooling  about,  and  fmally  I  was  jtut  up  behind  ono  of 
the  party  and  away  they  went.  They  were  sometimes  in  the  woods  and  sometimes  in 
the  open  gi'ound,  and  from  the  tranqnng  of  the  hoi-ses'  feet  I  footetl  up  that  there  were 
twelve  or  fifteen  in  the  crowd,  from  the  noihe.  Well,  they  kept  (|Uestioning  me  a  great 
deal  about  the  old  dilficulty,  and  tisked  me  it'  I  knew  any  of  them,  and  I  denied  know- 
uaff  any  of  them.  1  knew  one  of  the  men  who  asked  these  questions  just  as  well  as  if 
I  ua<l  been  standing  right  before  his  face. 

(^tuitiou   You  were  not  entirely  candid  in  your  answers  to  these  gentlemen  ! 

^aatrcr.  Ko;  1  was  using  a  little  policy.  Whilo  going  on  in  that  way  I  <liscoverod 
that  a  portion  of  tho  crowd  had  sloughed  off;  they  seemed  to  bo  leaving  and  going  o^ 
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in  anotbev  direction.  That  led  uie  to  believe,  from  the  noise  aroaud  me,  that  there 
was  not  more  than  five  or  six  men  with  me.  One  of  the  party  asked  another,  "How 
many  boys  went  around  the  other  way!"  and  the  answer  was,  "Nine."  Along  in  this 
time  this  man  I  was  riding  behind  told  me  he  lived  thirty-five  miles  from  that  place  in 
Tennessee,  and  all  lived  up  there  about  that  far ;  and  that  "they  came  down  to  settle 
this  business,  this  difficulty  you  have  got  these  boys  into.  There  are  none  of  these 
men  yon  had  this  difficulty  with,  or  this  lawing  with,  in  this  crowd.  Do  you  think 
there  is  t "  I  said,  "  No,  I  reckon  not."  He  says,  "  I  know  they  are  not,  for  I  know 
there  are  some  of  them  have  sick  families  at  home  that  they  can't  leave."  I  said,  "It 
would  have  been  a  fine  thing  for  me,  I  guess,  if  you  had  all  had  sick  families."  Now  I 
had  not  had  any  \rater  all  day.^  Finally  we  came  to  a  spring.  They  had  plentjr  of 
brandy  during  the  day,  and  were  drinking,  and  offered  it  to  me,  and  on  two  occasions 
I  had  taken  a  mouthml  of  brandy  to  quench  the  thirst.  I  would  hold  it  in  my  month 
and  spit  it  out  to  quench  the  thirst.  They  would  abuse  me  and  tantalize  me  for  spitting 
it  out.  Finally  we  got  to  water.  It  was  now  getting  towards  evening.  I  was  almost 
famished.  They  got  a  bottle  of  water  at  the  spring  and  gave  me  wat^r.  They  had  to 
raise  the  hood  up  so  I  could  get  the  bottle  to  my  head  to  drink,  and  I  saw  the  spring 
and  knew  it.  It  was  what  we  called  Dripping  Spring.  I  had  only  a  glance  around  it, 
lind  I  could  not  tell  how  we  had  come  intjp  it. 

Question.  How  far  from  this  spring  is  your  house  ? 

Answer.  Four  miles  and  a  half;  I  think  about  that ;  it  is  that  far  on  a  straight  line, 
and  by  the  traveled  road  it  would  be  five  miles,  I  think.  They  passed  on  further, 
winding  and  turning  about,  but  still,  I  thought,  kept  pretty  generally  in  a  southwest 
direction,  from  the  force  of  the  sunlight  on  this  blind. 

Qitestian.  Traveling  through  the  woods  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  woods  and  occasionally  open  spaces,  but  mostly  through  woods,  and 
I  discovered  briars  and  vines,  and  in-  some  places  it  was  pretty  dimcnlt  to  get  through. 
At  length  there  was  a  halt.  I  heard  Sam  Moore  remark—it  seemed  like  they  had  just 
met ;  tiiat  was  the  impression  on  my  mind ;  that  they  met  some  other  party  at  the 
halt :  I  put  it  up  in  my  mind  that  it  was  the  same  party  that  had  made  off  before — 
nnd  Sam  Moore  remarked  in  his  natural  voice,  "  It  is  decided."  There  seemed  to  be  an 
Mgreement,  or  an  amen,  to  that.  He  rode  on  a  piece,  and  the  remark  was  made, 
**  Here's  about  as  good  a  limb  aa  we  will  find."  They  dismounted,  two  or  three  of  them, 
and  I  was  taken  down  off  of  the  horse  and  led  a  few  feet,  and  as  I  was  led  off  I  rather 
]  an  aj^ainst  the  tree.  I  discovered  there  was  a  tree  there.  I  could  hear  some  one 
<  limbing  it,  and  the  rope  was  taken  up,  and  I  was  hoisted  from  the  ground ;  I  don't 
know  how  high.  I  was  hoisted  right  up.  The  first  thing  T  knew  after  feeling  myself 
;;o  up,  I  was  on  i^  back  on  the  ground,  and  some  one  of  the  crowd  was  in  me  act  of 
helping  me  up.  He  had  rather  run  his  hand  under  my  shoulder  and  was  helping  me 
Tip,  and  I  thought  that  he  slackened  the  rope  there. 

Qaeation.  Was  it  a  regular  slipping  noose  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  a  regular  nangman's  knot,  fixed  so  as  to  draw  tight — a  slip- 
knot. 

Question.  Did  jouf  become  unconscious  after  being  drawn  up  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  for  I  know  nothing  of  the  falling.  I  must  have  fallen.  The  lopo 
evidently  broke,  for  I  was  lying  on  my  back  at  the  first  conscioiisness.  After  I  ielti 
myself  go  up,  I  was  sensible  of  a  choking  sensation  for  a  short  time,  but  the  neoct  thing 
I  knew  I  was  lying  on  my  back  and  this  man  in  the  act  of  helping  me  np.  They 
appeared  to  get  into  a  Jaw  among  themselves,  and  disagreed  among  themselves,  and 
jawed  a  good  deaL  One  wanted  to  and  another  would  not,  and  at  ^t  one  swore  he 
would  leave,  ancL  I  think,  got  on  his  hoi*se  from  the  movements  I  could  hear.  About 
this  time,  or  while  this  was  going  on,  this  man  that  raised  me  up  had  never  taken  bis 
hands  off  of  me,  and  he  whi8X)er5l  to  me,  "  They  will  not  hang  you  if  I  can  help,  it 
I  will  save  you  if  I  can." 

Question.  Did  you  know  the  voice  T 

Anstcer.  No,  sir:  I  know  nothing  of  that  voice.  They  continued  to  jaw  on  for  som« 
time.  At  length  I  was  led  up  to  a  tree,  I  think  a  different  tree ;  I  could  not  tell,  but  it 
appeared  from  my  movements  like  it  was  a  few  feet  from  it,  and  the  rope  was  drawt 
that  time  until  it  was  very  tight,  but  I  was  not  taken  off  of  the  ground. 

Question.  Did  you  lose  consciousness  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir,  not  at  that  time.  I  had  lost  my  consciousness  the  first  time,  but  nos 
in  the  second  time.  They  didn't  tighten  the  rope  enough  to  take  me  from  the  ground. 
The;^  quit  then,  and  I  was  put  on  the  horse  with  the  same  man  that  had  hold  of  me. 

'  and  locate 
1  remarked, 

^ I  could  toe 

the  opening  of  the  nver,  but  it  was  a  dense  thicket  of  undergrowth  and  stuff,  and  I 
could  not  reco^ize  the  locality.    When  it  was  raised  up,  I  could  see  that  the  man  I 
was  riding  behind  was  in  di^uise,  and  I  didn't  think  his  size  suited  for  either  of  the 
n  I  recognized  the  voice  o^  I  knew  it  was  not  Gibson,  for  he  was  at  my  left. 
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Queslum.  Was  this  the  same  man  who  whispered  to  you  that  they  should  not  haug 
you  if  he  could  help  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  am  satisfied,  because  he  led  me  right  up  to  his  horse  and  mounted, 
and  told  them  to  put  me  up  behind  him.  After  they  had  snowed  me  where  1  was,  or 
gave  me  the  privilege  of  looking  at  the  river,  the  blind  was  put  down  again  and  away 
they  went.  I  did  not  get  a  chance  to  look  around  to  see  how  many  there  were  in  the 
crowd.  We  came  to  some  water  and  crossed ;  I  could  hear  from  the  talk  and  tho 
drifting  about  that  it  was  a  difficult  place  to  cross  at,  and  some  were  directing  to  one 
point  and  some  to  another.  Finally,  I  and  the  man  I  was  riding  behind,  had  both  to 
get  down.  The  bank  coming  down  on  the  opposite  side  was  steep,  and  he  said  his 
horse  could  not  get  uji.  We  got  down.  My  hands  were  tied  and  he  remarked  I 
coold  not  stay  behind  him  and  get  up  this  bauk  with  my  hands  tied ;  I  had  no  way  of 
holding. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Quesiiofi.    Tho  bank  was  so  steep  t 

Jntncer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  he  led  me  across  that  place.  By  leaning  over  and  looking,  I 
could  hear  there  was  a  little  water.  There  were  a  good  many  old  logs,  and  I  guessed 
the  place  to  be  a  certain  slough,  that  makes  out  from  the  Tennessee  River,  and  dries 
op  sometimes — an  old  slough.  I  was  pretty  certain  that  we  were  traveling  down  the 
river  and  crossing  that  slough.  We  finally  got  across  it,  and  I  was  put  up  behind  the 
man  again.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  the  same  man  or  another.  They  were 
talking  about  shifting.  Directly  afterwards,  they  got  into  the  worst  thicket  J  think 
any  set  of  men  ever  got  in — vines,  and  canes,  aid  everything  of  tho  sort — and  I  was 
dragged  off  of  the  horse,  going  up  a  steep  place,  by  vines  or  something.  At  this  time, 
while  in  the  thicket,  I  heard  the  name  of  Smith  called  three  different  times.  I  heard 
the  name  of  Bradlbrd  called  twice.  When  I  was  dragged  off  the  liorsc  this  man 
called  for  some  one  to  come  and  put  me  up.  They  came  and  took  hold  of  me  very 
ro^hly,  and  would  throw  me  about  half  way  up  and  let  me  fall  back,  and  a  man  said 
to  Frank :  "  Don't  be  so  rough,"  and  Frank  Gibson  replied,  in  his  natural  voice,  that  ho 
didn't  care.  I  was  put  on  and  we  went  on,  and  we  struck  an  open  field.  From  the 
dough;  I  judged  it  to  be  a  certain  field  on  a  large  island  in  tho  Tennessee  River.  They 
stopped  just  after  we  got  into  that  open  space,  and  I  was  under  the  impression  that 
apart  of  the  crowd  turned  back  and  left  them.  After  that  I  could  not  hear  so  many 
horaes*  feet.  Shortly  after  that,  or  about  that  time,  one  of  the  party  told  me,  "Wo 
have  twelve  men  at  your  house,  to  guard  it,  so  that  no  news  will  get  out  from  it,"  and 
he  called  to  Frank,  "Wasn't  it  twelve  t"  and  he  says,  "No;  it  was  eleven.  It  was 
within  one  of  it."  That  was  the  reply  made  by  Frank  Gibson.  Finally  they  stopped, 
and  all  got  d6wn,  and  Frank  Gibson  remarked,  "  Here's  the  place.  Let  him  see  where 
he  is."  They  let  mo  down,  after  they  got  off.  They  led  me  a  few  steps  forward,  and 
when  they  took  off  the  hood  I  discovered  that  I  was  on  the  bank  of  the  Tennessee  River. 
They  began  to  discuss  among  themselves  now  who  was  going  to  do  the  work.  Thoy 
all  appeared  to  be  unwilling;  at  last  Johnson  said,  '*  I  will  do  it.  I  can  manage  him," 
and  he  stripped  off  and  went  into  the  river.  While  he  was  stripping  off,  one  of  tho 
l>arty  put  the  bandage  back  on  my  eyes,  and  tied  it  very  tight,  and  they  took  a  wisp 
of  leaves.  One  suggested  to  daub  my  eyes  up  with  mud.  Another  suggested,  "  No: 
that  will  wash  out."  But  they  put  in  a' wisp  of  leaves  over  the  balls  of  my  eye«,  and 
tightened  the  bandage.  Johnson  walked  out  and  ordered  mo  to  follow.  I  blundered 
in.  There  were  logs  there,  and  it  was  muddy  right  at  tho  bank.  It  was  with  great 
ditBcolty  that  I  could  keep  from  falling  down,  i  staggered  in.  I  didn't  know  which 
course  to  go,  and  he  kept  calling  to  me,  but  I  never  could  locate  a  noise  right  close  to 
me,  and  when  I  would  think  I  was  going  to  him  I  would  bo  wrong,  and  he  ordered  me 
bow  to  go.  Finally  he  came  up  and  caught  hold  qf  me.  I  reckon  I  was  going  down 
stream  by  the  way  he  turned  me  and  led  me  off  into  the  river  a  piece,  and  at  length  ho 
hollered,  "Some  more  of  you  come  in."  They  stripped  off,  and  two  came  in.  They 
commenced  ducking  me.  They  would  stoop  down  and  catch  mo.  It  was  about  waist 
deep  of  water.  They  would  catch  me  under  the  crotch,  and  hoist  me,  and  throw  mo 
under  head  foremost-  My  hands  were  tied  behind  me ;  sometimes  I  would  recover  my 
breath;  sometimes  they  would  assist  me.  As  quick  as  I  could  get  a  breath,  under  I 
would  go  again.  After  that  had  been  done  about  a  dozen  times  this  bandage  came  off 
of  my  eyes,  and  I  looked  around  every  opportunity  I  had  when  I  was  up.  They  called 
Frank  Gibson  to  come  in.  Johnson  was  in  there,  and  a  couple  of  other  men  who  were 
strangers  to  me,  or  passed  themselves  off  and  aimed  to  be.  One  was  really  a  stranger ; 
one  they  kept  calling  George,  and  I  kept  looking  at  him  every  chance  I  had.  They 
<*alled  him  George,  and  fintdiy  I  located  him,  ancf  eventually  became  certain  that  I  was 
right,  and  knew  I  could  not  be  mistaken. 
Qwcition,  Who  was  ho  t 

Amtwer,  George  Peace.  I  had  seen  him  frequently,  formerly,  but  had  not  seen  him 
for  about  two  years.  They  got  Frank  Gibson  in ;  Sam  Moore  was  standing  on  tlio 
honk  with  his  disguise  on,  but  with  his  face  naked.    He  had  his  suit  and  blouse  and 

45  A 
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pants  oni  The  otbers  had  stripped  off  their  dis^iscs  and  clothing  on  the  bank  and 
came  into  the  river  naked.  Well,  four  of  them  started  in  then ,  and  they  would  play  leap- 
frog with  me,  sonzing  mo  ahder  and  choking  me  and  running  and  jumping;  over 
me  as  wo  used  to  do  as  boys  playing  in  the  water.  One  would  turn  me  under  and  they 
would  go  under  and  over  me.  They  enjoyed  this  hugely  ;  my  hands  were  tied  behind 
me  and  I  had  to  bear  it.  Gibson  would  throw  me  under  and  say,  "  How  do  you  like 
the  commissioners'  court  T  How  will  that  do  for  a  commissioners'  court  f"  tantalising 
me  repeatedly. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  did  he  refer  tot 

Answer,  That  needs  an  explanation  that  ought  to  have  come  in  before. 

QiLcstion.  Perhaps  you  had  better  go  on  with  your  narrative  and  make  the  explana- 
tion afterward. 

Anstoer,  They  went  on  with  that  until  they  discovered  that  it  was  pretty  cold.  They 
were  cooling  down  ;  their  brandy  had  given  out.  I  was  not  cold.  The  exercise  waa 
so  great  and  my  clothes  were  on  ;  I  would  have  been  sweating  if  the  water  had  not 
kept  it  down.  They  worked  at  that  until  they  got  tired,  or  seemed  to  be.  One  said 
**This  won't  do;  we  mast  tiuish  it."  Ho  led  me  out  to  the  bank  and  looked  at  some 
limbs  and  said,  "  This  will  do,"  or  **  That  will  doj"  and  they  pitched  up  the  rope  they 
had  had  previously  and  put  it  aronud  my  neck  and  went  out  in  the  river  again«  As 
they  ducked  me  undtT  wlien  I  would  attempt  to  recover,  the  fellow  with  the  rope  would 
keep  jerking  it  and  keep  me  on  my  back.*  I  had  learned  when  a  boy  to  hold  my  hands 
across  under  my  back  and  float.  I  attempted  several  times  to  get  to  my  feet  and  thev 
jerked  me  back  and  I  just  eased  off  to  floating  and  they  would  keep  jerking  me  aroond. 
Finally,  the  rope  by  repeated  jerks  got  so  tight  that  I  choked  dow^j  and  could  not  get 
my  breath,  and  sunk.    They  took  me  up  and  set  me  on  my  feet. 

Question,  Was  the  rope  around  your  neck  t 

Anstccr,  Yes.  sir ;  and  choked  me  until  I  was  not  able  to  help  myself  in  the  water ; 
then  they  slackened  the  rope,  or  slackened  the  knot,  so  I  could  get  breath,  and  then 
grabbled  in  the  water,  in  the  bottom  of  the  river,  and  got  up  some  rocks — I  think 
about  twenty-pound  rocks.    I  am  a  pretty  good  judge  of  water,  for  I  have  fished  a 
great  deal.    They  tied  these  rocks  with  a  rope  as  close  as  they  could  get  to  my  neck, 
and  then  the  question  was,  who  would  go  out  with  me.    It  was  put  upon  Johnson  and 
Peace,  that  they  should  tako  me  out  and  finish.    Gibson  remarked,  "  When  you  are 
done  with  him,  and  he  is  drowned,  tie  the  rope  to  that  snag,  so  that  when  he  rises  he 
will  pot  float  off."    They  took  me  out  about  fifty  yards ;  at  the  point  where  they 
stopped  the  water  was  about  to  the  waist-band  of  my  pants,  a  little  deeper  than  it  was 
beiore.    One  got  on  each  side  of  me,  and  they  put  nie  to  the  bottom,  sunk  me  to  the 
bottom,  and  held  me  there.    Well,  I  just  gave  up ;  I  reflected  this  is  the  last ;  I  was 
out  of  breath.    As  I  strangled  and  caught  my  breath,  they  raised  me  to  the  top  and 
took  the  rocks  loose  and  led  me  back  to  the  bank.    Sam  Moore  was  sitting  there,  and 
told  me  to  take  a  seat  by  him.    I  sat  down  pretty  close  to  him.    Ho  said,  "  Sqaire»| 
when  I  started  out  this  morning  I  meant  to  do  just  what  I  told  you  last  spring  I  woulci 
do ;  but  I  have  concluded  to  spare  your  life,  and  I  had  hard  work  to  do  so.    I  thoughl 
I  would  spare  your  life,  though,  thinking  you  might  be  useful."    What  ho  meant  bjp 
that  remark  I  don't  know,  and  I  have  never  been  able  to  make  that  out.   "  Well,"  eayi^ 
I,  **  a  man  in  my  condition  will  accept  almost  any  terms  to  save  his  life."    Says  h6 
**  We  are  going  to  keep  you  a  close  prisoner  until  after  court,  and  you  have  got  to  kee| 
your  daughter  Fannie  and  your  son  John  a^ay  from  court."    And  another  one  of  tin 
party,  I  don't  remember  which,  remarked,  "  And  other  witnesses."    "  No,"  says  Moor4 
**  them  three  will  be  enough ;  we  can  manage  the  balance,  and,"  says  he,  "if  FannI 
and  John  appear  at  that  court  we  will  kill  you  certain,  and  if  ever  you  tell  anytfainf 
that  ha«  been  done  to-day  we  will  kill  you  ;  do  you  mark  that  t"    I  agreed  to  it.   Gilj 
son  and  Johnson  immediately  commenced  putting  on  their  clothes  about  this  time  ani 
gathering  up  their  disguises ;  they  didn't  put  them  on  any  more,  I  think.   One  of  then 
took  the  hood  I  had  been  blindfolded  with  off  with  him,  and  left  Moore  and  these  twt 
men  that  were  apparent  strangers  with  me.    By  this  time  it  was  after  sundown,  a 
half  way  between  sundown  and  dusk. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question,  Had  they  then  taken  the  hood  off  you  and  untied  your  hands  T 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  hood  had  been  taken  off  me  when  I  first  went  to  the  riva 
and  the  bandage  put  on  my  eyes ;  but  that  came  off  pretty  soon,  and  at  this  time  n 
bauds  were  untied  when  I  came  out,  but  the  rope  was  still  around  my  neck.  Th< 
made  me  walk  with  them,  one  of  them  held  the  rope,  out  some  thirty  steps  fh>m  t'' 
bank  of  the  river,  may  be  farther,  into  a  large  cornfield  where  they  gathered  com 
feed  their  stock  with.  There  at  that  place  I  had  a  chance  of  looking  atound,  and  kne 
tlie  ground  well — the  field  I  was  in.  I  was  satisfied  about  the  place  before,  but  noW 
knew  that  it  was  Frank  Gibson's  field  over  on  the  island.    When  they  got  the  com 
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feed  the  stock  I  asked  Moore  if  ho  had  a  match  to  make  a  fire ;  that  I  was  very  cold, 
my  clothes  beiug  all  wet.  He  made  a  fire  in  a  drift  of  dry  woo<l,  aJid  he  tied  the  rope 
to  a  Bapling — the  other  hand — I  may  say  he  tied  me  to  the  sapling.  I  took  off  ray 
clothes,  wning  them  oat  and  dried  them  as  fast  as  I  could,  liolding  them  to  the  tiro 
tolerably  comfortable.  We  were  there  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  until  it  was  goo<l 
dark.  Moore  told  me  we  had  to  leave  there ;  to  get  my  clothes  all  on,  to  fix  up ;  wo 
niiist  get  away  farther.  I  got  my  clothes  on,  and  during  the  time  I  was  fixing  my 
clothes  they  were  gathering  up  their  disguises.  These  two  strange  ones  had  put  on 
their  ovcry-day  clothes  previous  to  that  time.  They  were  gathering  up  their  disguises 
ami  fixing  uptheirbudget,  some  way  or  other,  when  some  discussion  occurred  between 
them  and  Moore  about  the  convenience  of  carrying  disguises.  Moore  said  he  always 
carried  his  under  or  on  top,  us  it  suited  him,  and  that  he  had  no  trouble  in  turning 
them ;  and  he  took  oft*  his  disguise  and  took  off  his  every-day  pants  and  coat,  and  then 
put  on  his  disguise  suit  next  to  his  drawers,  or  under  what  was  his  outer  clothes ;  put 
on  his  evci-y-day  clothes,  hidiujj  the  disguisos  entirely  from  view.  The  face  covering  I 
didn't  see.  Moore  remarked,  "  The  squire  don't  know  nobody  but  me,  and  I  am  not 
afraid  of  him  ;"  and  this  man  bv  the  name  of  Boyce  romarkeil,  **  Ho  don't  know  me." 
"No/*  says  1,  "I  don't  believe  I  Jo,"  and  I  didn't  at  the  time.  Tiiis  other  one  remarked, 
•^You  don't  know  me?"  I  looked  at  him  and  said  I,  "They  have  been  calling  you 
George,  and  I  think  it  is  George  Peace.  I  am  pretty  certain  ;"  and  he  looked  at  one 
of  the  others  right  quickly,  and  then  turned  immediately  to  me  and  sort  of  smiled  and 
said,  "  You  are  mistaken  about  the  Peace.  My  name  is  George."  I  said,  "  I  have  not 
seen  Gteorge  for  some  time.  I  used  to  know  him.  Probably  I  am  mistaken,"  and  that 
pafscd  ofi^  at  that.  They  fixed  fos  leaving  the  place  and  put  a  di«guise  cap  over  me, 
then  blindfolded  me — one  of  their  own  cap.-*.  They  put  that  over  my  head;  my  hands 
were  not  tied  any  moi-c  then.  I  was  helpe<l  up  behind  one  of  them,  and  struck  out  in 
the  direction  up  the  river.  It  was  then  dark,  and  I  happened  to  be  the  hindermost 
one  of  the  crowd  and,  having  the  use  of  my  hands,  I  slipped  up  the  face  covering  so  I 
could  see,  and  I  kept  the  locality  and  know  the  ground  all  the  way  to  where  wo 
stopped.  At  a  certain  point  Moore  turned  off  and  left  me  and  the  other  two  men,  and 
said  he  would  go  and  get  some  brandy,  and  told  them  whereto  stop  at — a  certain  cross- 
fence.  Wo  went  on  up  to  that  cross-fence  and  we  all  got  down.  I  laid  down  on  a  j>ilo 
of  rails,  resting  myself.  Directly  Moore  came  back  and  had  some  brandy — a  quart. 
They  put  on  with  me  then,  and  stopped  at  length,  as  they  supposed,  at  a  place  that  I 
did  iiot  know  anything  about,  but  it  was  south  of  Frank  (Jil>son's  house — or  rather  his 
horse-lot — ^at  tho'back  of  a  plum-thicket.  Moore  left  us  there  to  go  in  the  house  and 
eee  if  anybody  was  there  or  who  was  there.  While  he  was  gone  this  ^an  I  did  not 
recognize  commenced  talking  to  me  about  how  badly  I  had  acted  in  lawiug  these  men 
for  what  they  had  done  to  me  last  spring,  and  there  was  a  good  deal  said  about  it  be- 
tween him  and  me.  Finally  he  remarked,  "  I  am  a  friend  of  Sam  Moore.  I  don't  live 
about  here.  I  live  in  Tennessee.  I  was  down  hero  at  Sam  Moore's  at  the  time  of  that 
Blair  raid  about  twelve  months  ago.  I  staid  all  night  with  Sam  Moore."  Right 
there  I  knew  who  it  was.  I  had  staid  all  night  with  Sam  Mooro  the  eame  night  my- 
eelf. 

By  the  Chairman  :  • 

Question,  Who  was  he  T 

Anstcer.  Boyce;  there's  where  I  detected  him ;  ho  had  been  strange  to  me ;  I  had  not 
got  at  him  before  that  time.  After  a  while  Moore  came  back,  and  they  led  me  from 
there  to  the  house.  They  watched  me  very  close  about  keeping  me  blindfolded,  but  I 
vould  occasioually  get  it  slipped  up  a  little  so  as  to  get  a  glimpse  of  the  surrounding 
oljeets  as  well  as  I  could ;  I  know  Frank  Gibson's  stables.  We  walked  right  through 
a  passage  between  the  crib  and  the  stables.  When  we  crossed  the  fence,  to  get  in  the 
yaid,  I  knew  the  yard ;  it  was  full  of  locust  trees ;  I  could  discover  them  through  the 
disgaiso — it  was  a  thin,  domestic  concern,  and  I  could  get  the  shadow  or  outlines  of  tho 
loeoet  trees  through  that;  besides,  I  got  my  hand  up  once  so  as  to  look  out  a  little. 
Tbey  took  me  into  the  back  of  the  house,  and  around  through  the  house,  up  stairs,  to 
a  very  comfortable  bed,  and  told  me  I  could  sleep  there.  They  scattered  off,  except 
one  of  the  party  that  staid  with  me. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Qu£$tUm.  Was  the  rope  taken  off  your  neck  then  T 

Anmeer,  No,  sir ;  the  rope  was  still  around  my  neck  all  this  time.  One  of  the  party, 
I  dofD^  remember  which,  staid  with  me.  I  was  guarded  all  the  time,  and  they  were 
pMsing  backward  and  forward.  In  a  short  time  they  put  a  chain  on  me.  Moore 
ttteiD^;«d  first  to  lock  both  ankles  together,  but  he  could  not  get  the  thing  to  fit. 
TinaJfyf  he  locked  it  around  one  ankle  to  tho  bedstead.  They  brought  me-wme 
BOIIpcr.  and  I  ate  a  few  bites  and  tried  to  compose  myself  as  well  as  I  could.  By  this 
tne Iliad  taken  this  blindfold  off  of  my  head  entirely,  when  I  went  to  eat  in  their 
pieaeiiee,  and  they  did  not  put  it  back.  Well,  I  slept  a  very  little  that  night;  I  wa* 
gvsrded;  one  of  the  men  slept  in  the  room ;  he  laid  on  a  pallet  across  tho  room  fro- 
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mo.  I  had  the  opportunity  of  looking  around.  There  was  a  light  burning  in  the  room ; 
I  recognized  the  room ;  I  knew  the  place ;  I  had  been  in  the  room  many  a  time  before; 
I  had  gone  up  the  stairs  many  a  time  before,  and  knew  all  the  surroundings.  About 
an  hour  before  day  they  unlocked  me,  put  a  heavy  coat  on  me,  or  gave  it  to  me  to 
wear,  and  blindfolded  me  and  took  me  off— Moore,  Boyce,  and  Peace.  They  took  me 
off  south  from  Gibson's  to  a  slough  of  the  Tennessee  River,  to  a  thicket  of  cane,  briers, 
and  weeds.  It  had  been  a  cleared  piece  of  land,  but  grew  up  very  densely  with  weeds 
and  undergrowth.  Boyce  and  Peace  there  left  us — I  suppose  to  go  home.  They  left 
Moore  with  me.  Moore  then  chained  my  ankles  together ;  he  used  a  padlock  to  secure 
my  feet,'about  six  inches  apart.  One  of  the  parties  that  left  took  the  hood  they  had 
over  my  face  with  him.  I  was  not  blindfolded  any  longer.  Moore  staid  with  me  all 
day,  and  yarded  me  with  pistols  and  a  double-barreled  shot-gun.  About  eight  or  nine 
o'clock  Gibson  brought  us  breakfast  and  some  water. 

Queation.  Gibson  no  longer  concealed  t  • 

Ansioer.  No  longer  concealed ;  he  came  in  his  natural  clothing  then.  They  furnished 
me  with  a  pencil  and  a  sheet  of  paper  to  write  a  letter  to  my  daughter. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Gibson  did  ? 

Andwer,  Gibson.  I  wrote  the  letter  to  my  daughter,  stating  that  I  was  alive,  and  a 
close  prisoner,  and  that  I  had  the  promise  of  my  life  upon  certain  conditions;  that  my 
life  was  in  her  hands ;  that  they  would  keep  me  a  prisoner  until  after  court,  and  if  she 
and  John  appeared  against  me  at  court  they  would  kill  me.  I  stated  to  her  that  if  she 
valued  my  life  aa  a  child  should  the  life  of  a  parent^  I  did  not  want  her  to  go  to  court 
at  all — ^neither  one  of  them.  I  repeated  that  several  times,  in  order  to  do  as  much 
writing  as  I  could,  in  order  to  convince  her  that  I  was  alive,  to  let  her  become  familiar 
with  the  handwriting.  I  knew  it  would  be  a  very  hard  matter  to  convince  them  I  was 
living,  and  I  used  another  expedient  to  convince  them  that  I  had  done  the  writing ; 
that  was  this :  I  recounted  to  my  wife  a  part  of  a  conversation  that  she  and  I  had  had 
just  a  few  moments  before  they  nad  captured  me. 

Question,  Why,  was  not  your  daughter  familiar  with  your  handwriting? 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir ;  but  I  knew  it  would  be  a  hard  matter  to  convince  them  under 
the  excitement.  They  were  not  prepared  to  see  my  handwriting  any  more.  Clear  of 
the  excitement,  she  would  know  my  writing  anywhere  among  a  thousand,  perhaps ; 
but  the  difficulty  would  be  to  convince  her  that  I  was  alive.  There  was  still  another 
difficulty  in  the  way ;  I  was  afraid  they  would,  maybe,  not  comply  with  my  promise ; 
that  they  would  think  that  these  parties  had  forced  me  to  write  that,  and  had  then 
put  me  to  death;  and  under  that  impression  I  knew  she  would  be  more  resolute 
.  than  she  had  been  in  the  first  prosecution.  1  delivered  that  letter  to  Gibson  about  11 
o'clock. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  On  Tuesday  ? 

Answer,  On  Monday.  He  promised  me  by  everything  sacred,  on  the  honor  of  a 
gentleman,  that  my  family  should  have  that  letter ;  should  have  it  immediately,  just 
as  quick  as  it  could  be  conveyed.  He  promised  to  envelop  it  and  fix  it  all  right.  It 
was  given  up  to  them  to  manage  in  their  own  way.  Johnson,  in  the  mean  time,  was 
there  when  Gibson  received  the  letter.  Moore  sent  him  home  to  get  some  tobacco  for 
him.  "We  were  both  out  and  both  wanted  it  very  badly.  He  came  back  with  the  tobacco 
in  two  or  three  houi-s — a  couple  of  hours,  perhaps — and  he  said,  "Moore,  I  had  a  pretty 
hard  time  at  home.  Aunt  Strange" — an  aunt  of  his  wife — "accused  me  of  being  out 
Ku-Eluxing  all  day,  and  I  had  to  manage  the  best  I  could  to  get  the  tobacco  and  get 
away."  He  gave  tnat  as  an  excuse  for  his  staying  so  long.  Well,  I  don't  remember 
any  thing  worthy  of  note  in  the  conversation  between  Moore  and  Johnson.  Yes,  Mooro 
had  told  me  in  the  mean  time  that  he  believed  it  would  be  a  good  plan  to  tnru  me 
loose  there  and  let  me  go  home,  and  he  named  that  to  Johnson  and  they  talked  aside 
from  me  privately  to  themselves  upon  some  subject.  I  suppose  that  was  the  subject 
they  talked  upon.  Finally,  after  they  came  back  and  sat  down  where  I  was,  Johnson 
told  Moore,"  You  all  do  as  you  please.  Whatever  you  do  I  will  agree  to.  It  will  be 
all  righ*  with  me ;"  and  he  went  off.  About'  4  o'clock  Gibson  came  oack  badly  excited 
and  terribly  scared.  He  reported  to  Moore  that  there  was  bad  news.  "  What  is  it  f  " 
said  Moore.  "Well,"  said  he,  "  Weir's  folks  have  got  to  town  and  have  reported  this 
case,  and  the  whole  country  is  up  in  arms,  and  the j  are  out  after  us ;  and  I  wouldn't 
be  surprised  if  there  is  warrants  out  for  you  and  me  both.  There  is  terrible  excitement 
and  they  will  be  down  here."  He  talked  fast.  Finally,  he  proposed,  I  think,  that  we 
had  better  go  to  Tennessee.  Well,  Moore  got  him  a  little  cool.  Moore  is  a  very  cool- 
headed  man— hard  to  excite.  He  got  him  cooled  down  a  little,  and  got  him  to  tell  off 
all  who  composed  the  posse  that  was  down  there.  He  told  off  a  good  many  of  their 
names. 
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By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Qaesiioti,  Who  did  lie  tell  were  out  f 

Ansiccr.  He  spoke  of  Mr.  Coleman  and  So  well,  and  a  young  man  named  Lindsay.  I 
can't  recollect  the  names,  but  ho  named  a  good  many. 

Question.  It  was  Dan  Coleman's  party  ? 

Aimvcr.  Yes,  sir ;  the  same  party.  I  don't  know  which  really  commanded.  Colo- 
man  was  along  and  the  deputy  sheriff.  Well,  they  discussed  the  matter  for  some  time 
c-md  proposed  to  go  to  Tennessee,  aud  Gibson  proposed  staying  with  liim  right  there  and 
dyim;  with  Moore  j  as  he  bad  goue  into  it  with  Moore,  he  said  he  would  die  with  him, 
end  he  remarked  t^  me,  in  the  mean  time,  "  Squire,  I  wouldn't  hurt  you  for  anything 
in  the  world.  I  glory  in  your  beiuj^  a  radical.  You  are  an  honest  man.  You  are  not 
like  old  Spaulding,  at  Athens.  He  is  thinking  of  mouoy.  You  have  been  the  same  all 
the  time.  I  won't  hurt  yon  ;  but  if  they  ^ere  to  come  on  you^  just  between  you  and 
me,  1  vill  tell  you  that  they  would  never  take  anybody  but  me."  I  inferre<l  from  that 
that  ho  would  kill  mo  rather  tlmn  let  my  friends  have  me.  That  was  only  an  infer- 
ence that  I  drew  from  his  remark.  Afttjr  discussing  who  were  in  the  crowd,  iMoore 
remarked  that  he  **  could  clean  out  all  such  crowds  as  that,  if  wo  had  the  crowd  to- 
gether," aud  the  Smith  boys  were  mentioned.  They  were  the  only  names  they  did 
laeutiou.  Well,  about  this  time  I  put  in.  I  began  to  think  of  consulting  my  own 
safely  a  littlo.  I  wanted  to  get  Gibson  away.  1  said,  "  Frank,  if  you  are  looking 
fur  these  men  to  come  down  hero  to  your  house,  as  they  told  you  they  would  come,  you 
go  along  home  and  calm  yourself  down,  and  receive  them  kindly,  as  you  are  able  todo, 
and  feed  their  stock  for  them,  and  feed  them.  If  thej'  want  to  make  a  search  for  Weir 
you  can  very  easily  mislead  them  and  take  them  anywhere  else  than  this  i)lace,"  and 
they  fell  upon  that  plan  ;  that  he.  was  to  go  back  up  to  the  house  and  not  stay  with 
the  rest ;  he  was  to  go  back  and  be  as  cool  as  circumstances  would  permit. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qaeslion.  What  was  your  policy  in  getting  rid  of  Gibson  7 

Aiisirer.  Because  of  his  remark,  that  if  he  was  with  me  and  the  crowd  .came  on  them, 
they  would  not  take  amy  but  him ;  it  was  a  remark  I  didn't  like ;  ho  left ;  just  before 
he  left,  he  aud  Moore  stood  a  few  feet  from  me — only  four  or  five  feet — and  were  tiUking 
lou-,  and  I  heard  Moore  say,  '*  I  will  take  him  to  Smith's."  After  Gibson  was  gone, 
Mo<»rc  fixed  aud  took  his  mule  that  he  had  with  him  into  a  very  dense  cane  thicket, 
and  wc  crawled  deeper  into  the  thicket  for  fear  some  one  might  find  us  ;  just  about 
that  time  I  was  about  as  keen  to  keep  my  friends  from  finding  me  or  getting  too  close 
to  OS,  as  they  were  to  discover  us;  for  iu  studyiufj  upon  that  thing,  it  had  come  right 
forcibly  upon  nfe  that  these  men  would  kill  me  rather  than  let  my  friends  find  mo  alive. 
\V<?  lay  in  that  position  until  dark — until  it  wa«  good  dark ;  Moore  unlocked  my  ^ 
feet,  took  the  chain  off  of  my  feet,  kept  the  rope  around  my  neck,  had  me  get  up  in  tho  ' 
feOfldle  and  ride  before.  I  had  ridden  so  much  behind,  on  the  day  before,  that  I  hatl^ot 
chafed  by  the  rough  riding,  and  complained  of  it,  so  he  put  me  before,  and  we  rotlc^on 
toward  Gibson's,  and  got  back  of  his  lot,  at  this  plum  thicket,  where  he  let  down  the  fence 
and  let  in  his  mule,  and  I  crawled  into  the  thick  part  of  it,  some  fifteen  feet  perhaps ; 
he  spread  down  a  quilt  or  comfort,  that  we  had  brought  with  us  to  lie  on,  and  I  sat 
down  on  it ;  Moore  locked  me  securely,  then,  to  a  plum-bush,  and  asked  me  for  my 
knife ;  I  handed  it  to  him  ;  he  says,  "  I  have  no  locks  to  be  picked.  I  am  going  to 
leave  you  for  a  while.  We  must  go  to  Tennessee."  He  was  gone  some  time ;  I  don't 
know  whether  he  got  to  the  house  or  not ;  he  came  back  though,  and  reported  that  he 
could  not  make  any  discovery ;  he  could  not  find  Frank ;  lying  there  a  while,  he 
remarked,  "  Somebody  is  coming.  I  hear  my  hounds  barking  up  at  the  house."  Well, 
he  wonld  go  off  and  I  went  to  sleep ;  I  had  not  slept  any  the  nipht  before  and  was 
badly  fatigued ;  1  slept,  and  I  reckon  I  slept  pretty  sound,  but  not  long  at  a  time  with- 
out waking ;  he  was  absent  at  one  time  when  I  awoke,  and  at  another  time  I  woke  and 
he  was  lying  by  me ;  I  asked  if  he  had  seen  Frank.  He  said,  "  Yes ;  the  fool  was  so 
excited  that  ho  has  let  his  mule  get  away  with  the  saddle  on  it,  and  wo  are  not  likely  to 
get  off."  He  staid,  I  don't  know  how  long ;  I  think  I  fell  asleep  before  he  left  again  ;  I 
was  not  paying  much  attention  at  that  time  to  what  was  going  on  ;  he  left  me  again 
and  came  back  and  reported  that  one  of  their  party  came  over  to  us ;  he  remarked, 
*•  Squire,  one  of  their  men  has  come  to  Us."  "  Who  is  it,  Sam  f  "  I  said.  He  said,  *'  I 
can*t  tell  you  that."  I  says,  "  If  it  is  secret,  I  don't  want  to  hear  it."  I  says,  **  What 
are  you  going  to  do  to  get  away  from  here  f  " 

Qnesiion,  Did  ho  refer  to  that  posse  when  he  spoke  of  one  having  some  over  to 
them? 

Aiutcer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  referred  to  that  posse,  and  he  said  the  posse  was  cainped  at  my 
house  aud  everything  was  closely  guarded.  Gibson  had  told  me  in  the  mean  time  that 
he  had  given  my  letter  into  the  hands  of  a  friend,  a  gentleman  who  he  was  certain 
would  deliver  it  to  the  family  before  sundown,  or  put  it  on  the  gate-post,  where  they 
could  get  it  at  milking-lime.*  When  Moore  told  me  the  poBse  was  at  my  house  I  said 
'*What  has  become  of  my  letter  f '    He  said,  "I  am  afraid  Fannie  will  not  getjt."    ' 
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said,  "I  am  afraid  so  too,  and  it  is  very  importaDt  that  she  should  have  it  She  mnst 
have  one."  Ho  says,  "Yoq  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  writing."  Finally  be  went 
o£f  a  few  minutes  and  came  back  and  said,  '^  Squire,  we  roast  get  away  from  here."  He 
unlocked  me  then  and  dropped  the  chain  right  there.  He  didn't  preteW  to  take  it  ui>, 
but  took  the  rope  and  led  his  mule  and  me  both  out  of  the  thicket,  across  the  fence, 
out  into  the  road. 

Queaiian.  Was  this  on  Tuesday  morning  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Tuesday  morning  about  3  o'clock,  as  well  as  I  can  tell. 

Question,  Before  daylight  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  2  or  3  o'clock,  judging  by  the  travel  that  we  did,  up  to  daylight, 
I  discovered  a  man  sitting  on  a  mule,  or  a  hoi-se,  just  to  my  right,  north  of  me,  as  I 
came  out.  Moore  had  his  gi'ay  mare  there.  That  was  a  nag* that  had  not  been  there. 
He  had  his  mule  with  us  all  day,  but  his  mllre  was  there  bnc  no  saddle.  Ho  put  me 
on  the  mule  and  passed  the  ropo  down  several  times  around  the  left  leg  and  stiiTui*, 
around  the  mule,  and  tied  it  around  the  right  ankle.  He  gave  the  doul>le-barre]ed  gun 
he  had  had  all  day  to  this  man  that  was  on  the  mule — 1  will  call  it  a  mule  now,  for 
looking  at  it  I  discovered  the  distinction — and  bounced  on  his  gray  mare,  bare-back, 
started  off,  and  ordered  us  to  follow.  He  immediately  turntitl  east  on  the  south  line  of 
this  thicket — this  plum  thicket— -and  kept  in  that  direction  until  he  passed  out  of  the 
plantation.  He  traveled  in  about  the  same  direction,  through  blind  paths  and  woods  to 
the  place  where  Jim  Bradford  was  living.  He  there  tried  t^  borrow  a  saddle  of  him, 
but  Bradford  was  not  at  home ;  he  didn"t  find  anybody.  He  went  on,  keeping  m  an 
easterly  direction.  In  the  mean  time,  in  going  on  there,  I  heanL  him  calling  this  guard 
behind  me  by  the  name  of  Hiram.  I  made  it  up  in  my  mind  that  when  daylight  came, 
if  I  had  an  opportunity,  I  would  try  to  se*  who  he  was.  About  daylight  we  were  going 
through  an  old  field,  and  this  guard  called  a  halt,  and  rode  up  to  us  and  remarke<l  that  he 
always  did  like,  when  he  was  in  an  ohl  field  about  daylight,  to  have  something  to  drink, 
and  ho  pulled  out  a  bottle  of  brandy,  and  him  and  Moore  drank  there— drank  about  all  of 
it.  It  was  a  small  quantity.  I  there  discovered  who  he  was.  It  was  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Hiram  Hi^gins,  who  is  named  on  the  list  of  witnesses  in  the  case  against  Moore.  In  trav- 
eling on  Irom  there  in  an  easterly  direction  some  two  or  three 'mile^  Inrther,  we  came 
to  a  creek  called  Round  Island  Creek,  and  Moore  turned  down  the  creek.  I  was  per- 
fectly well  acquainted  with  the  whole  couutry  we  had  traveled  over.  I  had  no  incam- 
brances,  except  that  my  feet  were  tied  under  the  mule.  It  was  a  terrible  thicket.  He 
kept  on. down  the  south  direction,  and  crossed  the  Mooresville  road  and  kept  on  pretty 
near  to  the  Brown's  Ferry  road  in  the  direction  of  Teunessce  River.  I  there  became 
fdarmed,  thinking,  from  the  course  they  were  going,  that  I  would  have  one  more  trip 
to  the  river,  and  it  would  be  my  last.  I  asked  Moore  where  he  was  going,  or  what  he 
,wa8  going  to  do.    He  said,  "  I  am  going  to  Lincoln  County." 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  In  Tennessee  T 

Answer.  Tennessee.  Says  I,  "  You  are  going.right  towards  the  Tennessee  River  here. 
Right  down  there  is  Brownsville,  and  here  is  the  Moores^lle  road,  and  hero  is  Albert 
Yarborough's  plantation,  and  over  here  is  John  Black's  plantation."  He  gave  a  look 
about  and  discovered  his  mist>ake  and  remarked  that  he  was  lost.  He  looked  about  a 
minute  or  two  and  says,  **We  must  get  oat  up  yonder."  By  this  time  it  was  broad 
daylj^jht.  You  could  see  anywhere.  Albert  Yarborough's  house'  was  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mil^trom  where  we  were,  and  you  could  see  it  plainly.  We  retraced  our  steps  acroes 
a  field  until  we  struck  the  woods  on  the  north  of  the  plantation,  and  there  turue<l  oast, 
going  on  rather  in  the  direction  of  Athens  through  the  woods,  and  Moore  became  very 
tired  of  riding  bare-back  and  proposed  a  rest.  He  untied  me  and  we  all  dismount^ 
and  hitched.  I  threw  down  my  comfort  that  I  had  and  laid  down  on  it.  He  and  this 
man  Higgius  were  off  some  fifteen  or  twenty  feet,  talking  pretty  well  all  the  time  to- 
gether. I  was  paying  no  attention  to  what  they  said.  I  think  we  staid  there  about 
an  hour,  and  Moore  said  we  must  get  away  from  here.  He  said,  *'  I  want  breakfast." 
I  commenced  gathering  up  my  quilt  or  comfort  and  taking  up  the  rope ;  it  was  very 
long.  I  was  taking  it  up  out  of  my  way.  He  said,  **  Squire,  take  that  rope  off.  You 
are  no  longer  my  prisoner.  You  are  at  liberty  and  can  knock  around  with  us  or  go 
home."  I  remarked  that  I  believed  I  would  stay  with  him.  I  was  bare-hea<led  and 
had  no  coat ;  my  chance  of  getting  home  was  very  suspicious ;  somebody  might  see 
me,  and  it  probably  would  not  be  safe.  Now,  my  real  object  in  staying  with  him  was, 
I  thought  that  some  of  his  body  of  men  might  be  lying  in  ambush  to  kill  me  as  I  was 
going  home ;  that  he  had  now  a  witness  by  which  he  could  prove  that  he  had  turned 
me  loose  safe  at  a  certain  place,  and  I  determined  on  staying  with  him,  knowing  that 
1  was  liberated,  and  I  was  not  afraid  of  his  doing  me  iujury  individually.  Well,  ho 
struck  out  fi'om  there  and  said  he  would  go  to  Bon^s  and  get  some  breakfast.  I  subse- 
quently learned  that  that  was  a  jnan  named  Ben  Glaze,  a  relation  of  his.  We  put  out ; 
t  was,  maybe,  a  mile  and  a  half  or  two  miles  to  Glaze's,  and  we  kept  the  woods  pretty 
much  all  the  time.    We  crossed  the  Brown's  Ferry  road  in  the  mean  time ;  I  knew  it 
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yery  well;  I  bad  a  very  good  knowledge  of  tho  country  and  had  bad  all  the  time ;  I 
coold'bave  struck  out  and  made  any  point  I  might  have  wanted  to  pretty  well.  When 
be  got  to  a  certain  place  he  turned  out  and  went  into  a  thicket  and  swamp — it  was  a 
dense  thicket — and  dismounted  and  told  Hiram  Higgins  to  ride  up  to  Ben's  and  see  if 
be  was  at  home,  and  make  arrangements  to  have  breakfast.  Higgins  put  out  and  re- 
ported that  Ben's  wife  said  that  Ben  had  gone  to  Jones  Lane  for  a  load  of  cotton-seed 
and  might  not  be  back  before  twelve  o'clock  and  maybe  not  before  night,  and  it  was 
a  bad  chance.  Moore  said,  "  I  will  ^o  to  the  houBc."  Ho  got  on  his  mule  that  had 
tbe  saddle,  the  one  that  I  had  been  nding,  and  rode  to  the  house  and  returned  and 
n^rted  in  the  conrse  of  an  hour  that  Ben  was  gone  and  there  was  no  cbauco  to  get 
anyUiiog  to  eat  before  dinner ;  that  there  was  a  couple  of  strange  ladies  at  Ben's,  and  he 
could  get  dinner  when  dinner  was  cooked.  He  didn't  stay  but  a  fewminut<?s;  ho 
didn't  want  to  arouse  any  suspicion.  Ho  had  put  up  his  mule  at  the  house  and  fed 
tbere.  He  came  back  and  in  about  a  half  an  hour  I  heard  the  car  whistle  up  at 
Atbeus,  about  two  miles  off.  He  brought  dinner,  to  us,  and  I  ate  dinner ;  it  was  very 
good,  and  I  ate  heartily.  He  went  back  then  to  the  house,  and  Higgins  and  I  enjoyeil 
oureclvcs  some,  talking  about  one  thing  and  another.  We  had  been  acquainted 
and  knew  one  another  well.  We  got  to  talking  about  old  times  and  associates.  Mooro 
came  to  us  along  in  the  evening — well,  about  the  middle  of  the  evening — I  thiuk,  and 
about  two  hours  before  night,  Higgi  us  left  us  and  went  home  to  At  hens.  The  calculation 
was  that  they  had  got  tired  of  hunting  for  me  and  hud  gone  off,  and  that  tbe  squad 
had  all  gone  back  and  that  everything  had  cooled  down,  and  Mooro  and  I  could  make 
it  borne  pi*etty  easily.  We  staid  there  until  about  sundown,  when  we  saddled  up 
and  struck  out  for  home,  keeping  the  woods  and  imfre(juented  wood-roads  and  paths, 
&C.,  keeping  in  a  westerly  direction  toward  home  until  dark,  and  then  struck  across 
for  the  big  road,  what  is  called  the  Florence  and  Athens  road.  I  led  the  way,  being 
tbe  best  acquainted  with  the  courses  and  the  section  of  country.  I  struck  that  road 
about  iSve  miles  west  of  Athens.  We  kept  the  road  on  to  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
of  my  home;  then  1  dismounted  and  turned  the  nag— his  mare  that  I  was  ridiug — 
oror  to  Moore,  and  he  fixed  up  and  went  on  home,  and  I  went  across  to  my  home. 

By  the  Chairman  :  ^ 

Qu^tion.  What  time  did  you  reach  your  home  t 

Anstcer.  It  was  evening ;  I  reckon  it  was  10  o'clock.  The  fiimily  had  all  gone  to  bed. 
They  had  staid  up  tolerably  late  under  the  excitement.  One  or  two  of  the  neighboring 
men— my  son-in-law  was  one — were  there.  They  were  acting  as  a  guard.  'i'Ley  had 
provided  themselves  with  a  pretty  good  supply  of  (ire-arms,  and  I  had  to  use  a  good 
deal  of  discretion  to  get  to  the  house.  It  is  unnecessary,  however,  to  detail  that.  I 
found  though,  when  1  got  homo,  that  the  squad  that  had  gone  out  there  hml  taken  my 
daughter  Fanny  to  Athens  for  safety,  and  that  my  son  John  was  at  Mr.  Blackburn's, 
8ome  three  miles  farther.  The  next  morning  I  sent  my  son-in-law  to  town  to  get  Fan- 
nie and  bring  her  home,  and  acquaint  the  sheriff  privately  of  the  fact  that  I  was  safe 
and  wanted  to  see  him.  I  expected  to  cany  out  my  contract  with  him.  I  do  not  know 
whetber  it  is  wortJi  whUe  to  detail  my  determination  in  that  thing  all  the  way  through 
(ft mi.  They  were  tolerably  desperate;  in  fact,  very  desperate.  Well,  I  will  state  it, 
anybow.  They  had  robbed  me.  I  reflected  this  way :  They  were  a  set  of  outlaws ;  thoy 
had  robbed  me  of  the  poor  privilege  of  vindicating  myself  in  our  civil  courts.  At  the 
same  time  they  were  depriving  our  civil  officers  of  an  opportunity  of  enforcing  the  law 
by  forcing  witnesses  away  from  the  courts;  and  I  intended  (and  I  took  an  oath  on  it) 
tbat  they  should  not  enjoy  the  victory  long.  Well,  my  son-in-law  reported  to  the  sher- 
ifii  and  he  immediately  gathered  up  a  i>osse  and  came  out  to  my  house  and  brought 
me  to  Athens  and  arrested  Moore.  He  and  Lentz  both  came  out  with  a  squad  of  men. 
They  arrested  Mooro  and  guarded  him  at  my  house  that  night,  and  the  next  morning 
be  brought  him  on  to  Athens,  and  he  was  there  committed  to  jail. 

Qvettion,  Is  Moore  now  in  prison  on  that  charge  f 

JMswer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  in  jail  in  this  place. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
^*twm.  Sent  here  because  he  is  thought  to  be  more  secure  here  than  in  Athens  T 
Amwer,  Yes,  sir.  It  was  believed  that  his  friends  would  mako  an -effort  to  rescue 
him:  and,  another  thing,  the  excitement  of  the  citizens  there  was  too  intense.  It 
would  not  have  been  safe  for  him  to  have  given  bond  there  in  Athens  and  to  have  been 
turned  loose.  If  he  had  given  a  bond  and  been  tume<l  loose  he  would  have  been  killed 
hefivo  he  got  out  of  Athens.  I  am  satisfied  of  that,  for  the  excitement  was  intense 
against  him. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

QitettMn.  Now  yon  may  give  the  names  of  all  the  persons  whom  you  identified,  from 
fiirt  to  last,  in  this  second  raid  upon  you  T 

Antwtr.  Well,  sir,  Samuel  Moore,  Frank  Gibson,  Pink  Johnson,  Samuel  Bo^^ce,  (] 
tMok  his  name  is  Samuel  Boyce,)  and  Geoage  Peace. 
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By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question.  And  this  Hiram  Higcins  T 

AMuoer,  I  will  just  make  a  little  statement  here  in  regard  to  Hiram Higgins  that  it  is 
not  necessary,  I  reckon,  to  take  down. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question.  You  had  better  do  it,  because  Coleman  spoke  of  it,  too. 
Anstoer.  WeU,  sir,  I  will 

By  the  CnAiR3fAN : 

Question.  I  wanted  to  ascertain  the  names  of  all  besides  the  persons  already  named 
and  identified  by  you,  who  were  concerned  in  this  hanging  and  ducking  that  you 
have  described,  drc,  from  first  to  last 

Answer.  These  fisre  were  the  men  concerned  in  tho  ducking.  There  were  five  that  I 
know  that  I  saw,  dismiisod  parties  who  took  rao  from  home.  The  increase  of  numbers 
that  I  am  satisfied  of  I  was  unable  to  see.  It  was  only  from  noise  of  horses'  feet,  and 
talking,  and  hearing  names  called  that  I  knew.  Now,  when  I  made  my  complaint  Mr. 
Coleman  wrote  out  the  complaint,  and  he  embraced  in  it  the  three  Smiths,  I  think, 
and  when  ho  read  the  complaint  over  to  me  I  stopped  him  at  that  point  and  remarked, 
"  Captain,  I  don't  wish  to  go  any  further  than  I  can  certainly  identify  in  this  matter." 
There  was  another  lawyer  present,  Judge  Common,  and  ho  remarked,  **  You  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  they  were  along,"  and  it  wa.s  written  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  belief  that  these  parties  were  in.  One  of  these  Smiths  has  been  ar- 
rested, and  I  delivered  my  evidence  in  detail  about  as  I  have  here  from  first  to  last ;  but 
in  the  Smith  case  I  could  only  deliver  what  I  had  heiird.  I  could  only  speak  of  what 
I  had  heard,  the  name  Smith  called  two  or  three  different  times,  and  Sunday  I  heard  it 
called  first,  and  I  heard  their  names  called  Monday  evening  in  connection  with  "  the 
squad,"  or  "my  boys,"  I  am  not  certain  which,  that  Moore  mentioned,  and  then  I  heard 
Moore  say  to  Gibson,  "  I  will  take  him  to  Smith's,"  and  his  aim  to  taike  me  to  Tennes- 
see led  me  to  believe  that  the  Smiths  were  concerned.  Smith  proved  an  alibi — a  very 
strong  one.    I  didn't  stay  to  hear  the  evidence. 

Questimi.  You  may  go  on  with  the  explanation  that  you  were  going  to  make  in  re- 
gard to  Hiram  Higgins. 

Answer.  In  regard  to  Hiram  Higgins  I  came  to  this  conclusion,  that  I  would  not  say 
anything  about  his  being  along  to  anybody  as  long  as  I  could  avoid  it ;  that  I  would 
make  an  efiort,  if  it  should  ever  come  to  trial,  and  introduce  him  as  a  witness  against 
Moore  in  regard  to  his  having  me  as  a  prisoner.  I  had  some  suspicion  that'may  be  ho  might 
bo  a  particular  friend  of  Moore,  and  he  would  get  out  of  the  way,  or  something  of  the 
sort ;  but  after  I  came  to  town  a  friend  came  to  me  and  asked  me  if  I  had  seen  Hiram 
Higgins  ?  I  carelessly  remarked,  "  No ;  why  do  you  ask  the  question  t "  He  said,  "  I 
jost  wanted  to  know,  because  he  told  certain  men  that  he  had  been  with  you  and 
Moore ;  that  they  had  been  feeding  you  like  a  fighting-cock,  and  that  man  is  no  iriend 
of  yours,  and  ho  is  making  light  of  the  matter,  and  I  got  around  Higgins,  and  he  told 
me  he  was  with  you."  Said  I,  **  If  he  has  told  it  himself  it  is  so.  I  will  say  he  was 
there ;"  and  I  then  told  him  about  the  whole  transaction  with  Higgins,  and  I  told 
Captain  Coleman.  Captain  Coleman  left  it  with  me  whether  he  should  include  Hij^ 
gins  in  the  warrant,  and  have  him  arrested,  or  leave  him  for  a  witness,  and  I  decidea 
that  I  would  rather  have  him  for  a  witness.  I  thought  it  would  be  a  benefit.  I  con- 
sulted with  men  who  knew  him  well,  whether  he  would  be  reliable  or  not.  They  save 
it  in  that  he  would  be  reliable,  and  would  give  in  what  he  knew ;  and  he  has  told  a 
party  there  pretty  well  the  whole  thing ;  never  in  my  presence,  but  I  have  been  told 
what  he  said,  and  I  felt  safe  in  having  him  as  a  witness. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  "What  excuse  did  Higgins  make  for  his  being  there  t 

Answer.  He  came  to  me — I  forget  the  time.  I  believe  it  was  on  the  morning ;  well, 
it  was  after  Moore  was  put  in  jail ;  it  was  some  time  between  the  time  I  came  up  to 
Athens  and  the  trial  of  this  man  Smith ;  it  was  in  the  course  of  a  week  or  ten  days.  I 
did  not  get  through  with  Smith.  By  the  way,  I  forgot  one  thing  that  I  ought  to  state  in 
connection  with  him.  That  was,  that  when  Smith  was  arrested  they  found  three  suits 
of  disguises  in  his  possession. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Let  me  ask  you  at  this  point  how  these  disguises  corresponded  with  the  old- 
fashioned  Ku-Klux  disguise  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir ;  I  don't  know  that  I  ever  saw  an  old-fashioned  Ku-Klux  garb.  I 
wish  to  say  something  after  I  get  through  with  this  in  regard  to  other  transactions 
that  have  taken  place.  ^  t 

Question,  Go  on  and  finish  up  your  statement,  then.        Digitized  by  vjOOQ  IC 

A}i8wer.  I  was  on  Higgins.    Higgins  came  to  me  rather  in  a  pleasant  way,  laughing, 
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and  told  me  "I  had  no  ill-will  toward  you  in  goiu^  t^  them  follows  the  other  ni^ht. 
My  object  was  to  find  oat  all  I  could.  I  have  studied  devilment  so  much  all  my  lite,  I 
call  catch  almost  anybody  I  want  to.  I  knew  if  I  could  get  with  them  I  could  hud  out 
where  you  were."  That  was  his  explanation,  in  about  those  very  words.  I  remarked, 
**  Hiram,  I  have  no  ill-will  towards  you ;  you  did  not  hurt  me." 

Question.  Did  you  think  his  statement  to  you  was  sincere  1 

Jnmer.  Yes,  sir;  I  did  not  dispute  it.    I  had  no  right  to  dispute  it. 

QwesiUm*  Do  you  think  he  really  meant  to  befriend  you  in  quitting  with  this  gang  ? 

An$Ker.  I  am  not  well  enough  acquainted  with  him  to  dispute  his  word. 

Question,  Was  he  under  the  influence  of  liquor  when  you  first  saw  him  with  this 
gang! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  from  his  actions  he  seemed  to  bo  very  stupid,  aud  would  lag 
behind  a  good  deal.  I  put  it  up,  and  he  has  tolc^  some  of  the  parties  that  ho  had  been 
drinking. 

Qaeition.  Was  he  on  foot  t 

Answer.  On  horseback  all  the  time.  I  understand  that  he  told  parties  that  he  had 
been  drinking,  and  wandered  off  with  some  other  man,  and  fouud  himself  at  Gibs(>u>. 
That  is  somewhat  equivocal.  It  is  mentioned  that  he  went  there  with  a  man  named 
Wammach,  that  brought  Sam  Moore's  gray  nag^o  him. 

Question.  Have  yon  anything  further  to  add,  Mr.  Weir  T 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  if  you  will  permit  me,  I  will  §ive  you  something  of  my  observa- 
tioufl  of  some  other  cases  and  things,  and  matters  m  the  country  for  the  last  three  or 
fonr  years. 

(luesUon.  Occurring  in  Limestone  County  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    Captain  Coleman  neglected 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Before  commencing  that  I  will  ask,  was  the  term  of  the  court  approaching 
vhcn  they  took  you  out  the  last  time  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  before  the  holding  of  the  court  ? 

Anstcer.  One  week ;  on  the  Monday  they  had  me  a  prisoner  the  court  was  just  that 
day  week.  Our  judge  holds  his  county  court  every  third  Monday,  and  this  was  the 
seooDd  Monday  of  the  month  that  I  was  a  prisoner  with  them. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  In  the  second  seizure  of  your  person  and  maltreatment,  running  throngh 
tiTo  or  three  days,  as  you  have  described  it,  did  this  man  Moore  seem  to  act  as  captain 
throogbout  f 

Ansuxr.  Yes,  sir,  as  commander.  I  regarded  him  so,  and  they  all  seemed  to  yield  to 
his  command  in  every  phase.  In  both  cases  he  has  acted  in  the  capacity  of  commander ; 
and  he  named  that  in  his  remarks  to  me;  that  he  had  hai'd  work  to  save  mo. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Is  that  the  same  man  Moore  now  in  jail  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  the  same  one  who  was  announced  this  year  as  candidate  for  sheriff  of 
Limestone  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  letter  which  got  out,  written,  I  think,  by  your  daughter  ? 

Anstoer.  It  was  written  by  my  wife.  The  circumstances  of  that  letter  I  can  relate  in 
detail  from  my  family.  I  was  not  present.  I  can  ^ive  that ;  if  it  ever  comes  up,  my 
wife  and  daughter  will  both  sustain  it.  I  had  written  two  letters  home — one  irom 
Eastport  and  one  from  luka,  Mississippi.  I  wrote  them  within  two  or  three  days  of 
each  other.  I  directed  my  wife,  if  she  received  my  letter  in  time,  to  get  an  answer  to 
laka  by  the  twentieth  of  the  month ;  to  write  aud  to  use  the  name  of  her  brother  in  the 
direction.  She  had  two  or  three  brothers  in  Mississippi,  but  not  in  that  part  of  the 
State.    One  of  them  we  had  been  regularly  corresponding  with  for  some  time. 

Question.  You  directed  her  to  direct  your  letter  in  his  name  f 

Asuwer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  his  name  to  me.  In  that  way  I  aihied  to  keep  the  parties  from 
knowing  where  I  was.  She  ^vrote  the  letter  and  took  it  to  a  friend— Parson  Duun — au 
apright  man  and  a  good  friend,  and  got  him  to  back  the  letter,  giving  the  direction. 
Also  to  back  it  to  have  it  returned  if  not  called  for  in  such  a  time,  to  be  returned  to 
Soaan  F.  Weir,  at  Athens.  Parson  Dunn  gave  the  letter  to  a  mail-carrier — it  is  a 
horse-mail,  as  it  is  called,  that  passes  from  Florence  to  Athens,  two  trips  a  week,  round 
trips — a  very  good  boy  that  frequently  carried  the  old  geniloraan's  mail  aud  would 
bring  his  mall  back  from  Athens.  The  old  man  would  not  have  the  letter  mailed  at 
tlie  office  a  mile  below,  where  Blair  lived. 

Question.  Ih  Blair  the  postmaster  at  your  nearest  post-office  t  (^ r\r^ri\t> 

Jl»«*r.  Ye.,  sir.  Digitized  by  V^OOglC 

Q,nation.  Tlie  same  Blair  concerned  in  thia  afiiiir  t 
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Anstoer.  The  father.  I  don't  know  which  of  them  have  the  office.  I  do  not 
know  that  cither  of  the  parties  are  responsible.  They  have  an  office  there  and 
there  is  a  mail  distributed  at  that  place.  The  mail-boy,  having  a  good  deal  to 
do  and  several  packages,  forgot  the  letter.  I  don't  suppose  he  thought  of  it  until  ho 
passed  Parson  Dunn's  and  delivered  him  some  mail,  and  the  old  man  asked  him  if  ho 
had  put  that  letter  in  the  office.  Ho  remarked,  "  Yes,"  and  passed  on ;  but^  in  fact,  he 
had  forgotten  the  letter,  and  ho  told  the  story  to  the  old  man,  but  thought  he  would 
make  it  all  right  by  mailing  it  at  the  Lucky  Hit  post-office,  where  Blair  was  postmaster, 
and  he  handed  it  in  there.  He  was  ignorant  of  anything  being  wrong,  but  there  was 
my  wife's  name  on  the  letter,  and  she  right  thare  in  the  neighborhood.  That  letter 
went  out  from  that  office,  for  on  the  18th — the  letter  was  dated  on  the  10th  or  12th — 
on  the  18th  these  parties  made  a  raid,  that  I  have  stated  here,  on  my  family,  ordering 
them  to  leave,  and  produced  that  letter,  and  tantalized  my  wife  with  the  language  sho 
had  used  in  it.  She  had  stated  in  the  letter  that  this  man  Pollis,  as  she  has  told  me, 
had  come  to  the  gate  the  next  day  after  I  left,  and  she  had  ordered  him  off. 

Question,  Have  yon  reason  to  believe  that  the  United  States  mail  was  interfered  with 
to  get  that  letter  out  t 

Answer.  There  is  the  best  evidence.  Ton  will  find  that  Parson  Dunn  will  state  that 
he  gave  the  letter  to  the  boy— the  mail-carrier— and  the  boy  says  he  handed  the  lettor 
in  there  at  that  office.    There  is  the  evidence. 

Question,  At  Lucky  Hit  f 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir;  and  this  is  the  identical  lettor  my  wife  had  written. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  the  letter  was  postmarked  at  Lucky  Hit  or  not  T 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  Who  did  the  boy  say  he  delivered  it  to  at  the  post-office  t 

Answer.  If  ho  has  stated  to  which  one  of  the  family,  I  do  not  remember  it. 

Question.  You  say  old  man  Blair  is  postmaster  there  f 

Answer.  I  think  he  is. 

Question.  Has  his  son  access  to  the  office  T 

Answer.  Any  member  of  the  family  has.  I  have  been  about  there  a  great  deal. 
There  was  a  post-office  kept  there  before  the  war,  and  during  the  war,  and.  all  the  time. 
I  have  lived  within  a  mile  of  the  place  for  eighteen  years,  and  any  member  of  the 
family,  male  or  female,  handles  the  mail. 

Question.  What  were  the  politics  of  the  postmaster,  old  man  Blair  t 

Anstver.  He  was  an  old-line  whig  before  the  war,  and  he  is  now  acting  with  the  dem- 
ocratic party.  He  held  out  very  strong  Union  for  nearly  the  iirst  year  of  the  war,  and 
then  changed  over,  and  went  for  the  Southern  cause  heavy.  That  is  his  politics. 
Those  are  the  circumstances  of  the  letter.  It  was  clearly  identified  first  by  the  paper. 
My  wife,  not  having  any  letter-paper,  took  a  sheet  out  of  my  day-book,  or  rather  tho 
book  that  I  keep  as  a  docket  in  my  office.  It  was  check-ruled  and  lined,  and  sher  had 
written  it  with  red  ink.  Then  the  langnage,  too ;  they  read  the  letter  to  her  that 
night,  and  they  came  over  the  same  language  she  had  written  to  me.  She  made  an 
attempt  to  get  hold  of  tho  letter,  and  got  her  hands  on  it  once,  but  they  snatched  it 
back ;  she  did  not  g(»t  to  retain  it. 

Question.  During  this  second  raid,  was  anything  said  to  yon  from  first  to  last  by  any 
of  the  parties  that  were  connected  with  this  outrage  upon  your  person  about  yoar 
political  sentiments! 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  was.  I  have  no  recollection  that  that  was  mentioned 
at  all.  Under  so  much  excitement  it  is  hard  to  recollect  anything,  but  1  do  not  think 
they  ever  said  anything  to  me  about  political  matters  at  all. 

Question.  What  was  the  political  status  of  each  and  every  person  connected  with 
this  second  outrage  upon  your  person  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  regarded  it  as  very  low. 

Qiiestion.  I  do  not  spei^  of  their  moral  or  social  status,  but  what  was  their  politios  ? 

Answer,  They  gloried  in  the  name  of  rebel  or  democrats.  They  are  what  they  gen- 
erally term  there,  and  in  Alabama  here,  the  conservative  democratic  party.  That  is 
the  name  of  the  party  now.  ,  ' 

Question,  This  man  Moore,  you  say,  was  a  candidate  for  the  nomination  of  sheriff  of 
Limestone  County  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  an  independent  candidate,  and  run  outside  of  the  conventioxi. 

Question.  I  think  you  said  he  was  a  democrat  also  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir*. 

Question.  Was  he  regarded  as  a  leader  in  that  part  of  the  county- prominent  as  a 
democrat  t 

Answer.  He  was  distinguished  as  a  leader  down  in  tho  neighborhood. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  as  a  political  leader  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  and  a  leader  in  the  neighborhood.  Captain  Moore  was  very  popular 
right  in  that  neighborhood.    He  had  some  popularity  right  in  that  neighborhood,  so  I 
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have  learned  recently,  bht,  as  a  leader,  lie  has  no  popularity  in  tlie  county.  He  is  not 
recognizeil  by  such  men  as  Captain  Coleman  and  other  men  of  that  kind. 

Quettion.  You  expressed  a  wish  (o  give  an  account  of  other  disturbances  in  that  part 
of  the  country  during  the  last  two  or  three  years.  Yon  ™ay  proceed  to  make  such 
statement  as  yon  desire. 

Answer,  It  was  my  calculation  to  do  so,  if  I  was  permitted,  when  I  first  started  up 
here,  I  wanted  to  give  the  committee  all  the  information  I  could,  and  Captain  Cole- 
man told  me  this  morning  he  had  forgotten  some  things  that  he  wanted  to  bring  to  the 
notice  of  the  committee. 

Question.  Go  on  with  your  statement. 

iifWMjer.  I  will  remark  here  that  during  the  existence  of  what  I* understand  to  be  the 
original  Ku-Elux  organization  I  never  saw  any  of  them.  I  never  was  interrupted  or 
troubled,  notwithstanding  there  were  some  men  of  a  certain  class  that  I  had  but  little 
regard  for  their  opinion,  who  had  a  prejudice  against  me  in  regard  to  my  politics ;  but 
gentlemen,  or  men  who  I  regarded  as  gentlemen,  or  leading  men  of  the  democratic 
party,  never  mistreated  me  socially,  or  in  any  way  whatever.  I  have  never  been  so 
treated. 

Question.  You  were  always  free  and  outspoken  in  your  sentiments? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  my  neighbors  and  I  have  argued  the  sa^me  as  we  used  to. 

Question.  Did  you  vote  your  sentiments  at  the  election  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  at  the  election ;  every  election  I  could  get  to. 

Question.  Did  ^ou  vote  for  Grant  and  Colfax  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where! 

Answer.  At  the  box  down  there. 

Question.  At  your  own  pi*ecinct  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  have  ever  missed  any  election,  and  I 
have  always  voted  that  ticket ;  done  it  independently.  Some  would  look  at  mo  with 
a  scowl,  while  others  would  laugh  at  me  and  joke  with  me. 

Question.  You  voted  solitary  and  alone  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  solitary  and  alone.  No,  I  have  never  had  any  reason  to  complain 
at  all  of  any  ostracism,  or  any  difference  in  a  social  way,  by  gentlemen. 

Question.  Were  you  in  that  county  during  the  war? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  not  conscripted  T 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  past  the  age.    I  was  too  old,  and  I  was  a  cripple. 

Question.  In  your  hand  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  As  I  remarked  in  regard  to  the  Ku-Klux,  I  never  saw  any  in  the 
time  of  what  was  considered  the  original  organization. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

QuesHon.  What  time  was  that  T 

Answer.  I  think  it  commenced  in  the  latter  part  of  1867,  but  I  am  not  certain  about 
that.  I  think  in  1869,  along,  maybe,  about  the  summer  of  1869,  it  was  published  in 
oor  county  papers  that  the  Ku-Klux  order  was  disbanded,  in  obedience  to  law.  The 
Jegislatnre  of  Alabama  had  passed  a  very  stringent  law  in  relation  to  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  They  had  passed  that  law  in  1868,  in  December,  had  they  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  was  in  1868,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year ;  that  is  my 
recollection.  I  recollect  distinctly  of  one  notice  in  the  paper,  commanding  all  dens — 
1  think  that  was  the  term  used— to  disband,  and  that  the  order  was  disbanded  in  obe- 
dience to  law. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Who  was  that  order  signed  by  T 

Answer.  By  the  Cyclops— the  Grand  Cyclops. 

Question.  That  was  tho  signature  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  seemed  to  be  the  head  man  of  the  order.  I  took  it  in  that 
way. 

Question.  That,  you  say,  was  in  the  summer  of  1869  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so.  After  that  I  could  hear  of  small  squads,  small  bodies 
o(  disguised  parties,  in  different  localities,  and  violence  being  done  in  different  places, 
lo  one  case  there  was  a  negro  boy  most  shockingly  butchered  up  and  scarified  with 
knives.    I  saw  him  a  week  after  it  was  done. 

Qaestian.  What  case  was  that  ? 

Answer.  The  case  of  young  Blair. 

Qu&tion.  W©  have  had  his  fathei*,  Augustus  Blair,  here. 

Answer.  I  saw  him  after  it  was  done  and  heard  his  statement.  Last  December  a 
year  ago — I  think  it  was  about  the  time — ^thero  was  a  man  named  Barbee  brought  be- 
fore Squire  Blair  and  myself,  on  a  charge  of  hog-st«aling.  The  man  had  a  good  deal 
of  ehaiacter  at  atake.    He  had  been  and  was  regarded  as  an  acceptable  minister  of  thu 
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Methodist  Cbnrcb,  and  a  Mason^  and  all  this  sort  of  thing,  and  he  presented  his  case  pretty 
strong.  We  had  given  him  achauco.  He  had  given  bond  for  his  appearance.  We  gave 
him  a  chance  to  get  up  evidence  twice,  I  believe.  At  one  certain  time  he  made  his  ap- 
pearance, and  the  case  was  passed  over  to  the  county  court.  We  had  got  the  so- 
licitor, Mr.  Hayes,  the  then  acting  solicitor.  He  came  out,  and  the  case  Avas  taken 
from  the  justice  of  the  peace  and  turned  over  to  the  county  court.  He  gave  bond  for 
his  appearance  at  the  county  court,  aud  all  was  going  on  well.  There  hKd  been  a  con- 
siderable of  a  crowd  around  during  the  day,  but  had  pretty  much  disbanded ;  but 
along  in  the  evening,  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half  before  night,  I  walked  up  from 
the  house,  thinking  about  going  home,  and  out  about  the  big  road  at  the  gate,  I  was 
talking  with  some  neighbors  who  were  there,  and  happening  to  look  oflf  a  piece  I  saw 
a  gang  of  men.  I  supposed  them  to  be  men  ;  they  were  in  disguise.  I  thiuK  that  was 
the  first  disguised  party  I  ever  saw,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  How  numerous  were  they  f 

An8tcei\  There  were  eleven  ;  they  were  riding  in  the  direction  of  the  house.  Barbeo 
hml  been  accused  of  being  a  Ku-Klux,  and  I  didn't  have  any  doubt  but  what  he  was 
or  had  been  ;  and  the  first  impression  on  my  mind  was  it  wjwj  some  of  his  friends  from 
the  other  side  of  Elk  River — for  he  lived  in  Lauderdale  County,  and  the  accusation 
was  brought  in  Limestone — who  had  come  to  rescue  him.  I  put  out  to  the  house  to 
notify  the  women  that  the  Ku-Klux  were  coming,  and  not  to  bo  alarmed.  I  left  the 
big  road  for  the  house  to  notify  the  women  that  they  were  coming,  but  they  hurried 
up  very  fast,  and  I  would  not  run.  I  took  that  precaution.  I  only  walked  peert,  and 
they  passed  mo  within  about  twenty  feet  of  the  door  of  the  house,  going  to  the  office. 

Question,  Whose  house! 

Answer.  Doctor  Blair's  house ;  it  was  at  Blair's  office,  and  they  came  very  near  get- 
ting in  the  door.  I  suppose  Barbeo  was  standing  with  his  back  at  the  door  before  they 
discovered  him.  He  pitched  out  at  another  door  to  get  away,  and  they  commenced 
firing  on  him  and  ran  clear  around  the  house.  By  this  time  I  had  got  into  the  passage. 
It  was  a  double  house,  and  I  could  see  the  whole  operation.  Part  of  them  followed 
him  around  the  house — six  or  eight  of  that  bunch  tliat  came  on  the  house.  Somo 
turned  back  the  way  they  came,  and  I  think  he  was  fired  at  some  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  times,  they  running  and  firing  He  was  outrunning  them,  and  was  about  to  get 
out  of  the  gat«,  but  three  or  four  of  them  headed  him  at  the  gate  and  they  captured 
him  there  and  struck  him  two  or  three  times  over  the  head  with  pistols  and  maue  him 
submit  and  give  up,  and  they  took  another  man  that  was  under  the  same  accusation. 
By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qticstion,  Of  hog-stealing  ? 

Ansiccr,  Yes,  sir;  they  took  them  off  to  the  woods  and  whipped  them.  I  didn't  »ee 
them  whipped,  but  they  brought  them  back  after  a  while  and  turned  them  over  to  the 
civil  authorities,  telling  us  that  they  had  got  the  truth  6ut  of  them ;  that  they  bad 
acknowledged  everything  that  they  were  accused  of.  That  was  about  the  last  1  ever 
.  saw  or  heard  of  them.  I  knew  none  of  them  in  that  party.  I  saw  the  place  wbero 
he  was  whipped ;  saw  the  hickories ;  I  knew  the  point ;  I  could  see  a  glimpse  of  them 
from  the  place  where  I  wajs  by  the  house.  The  next  raid  in  the  neighborhood  was  a 
company  of  eighteen  that  run  off  a  couple  of  men  named  WMom,  and  wanted  to  cap- 
ture them  for  some  cause  or  other.    I  never  heard  the  cause. 

Question.  When  did  that  happen  f 

Anstcer.  In  June  of  last  year. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  White  men  ? 

Anstper.  They  were  disguised  men. 

Question.  But  were  the  Wisdoms  white  men? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Wisdom  said  he  recognized  a  good  many  of  them, -but  I  didn't  see 
any  of  that  party.  On  the  same  day  there  was  an  orphan  boy  in  my  neighborhood 
that  was  taken  from  his  work  in  the  field  and  whipped  badly. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  By  this  same  band  T 

An^cer.  It  was  done  on  the  same  day.  I  did  not  see  any  of  them.  The  boy  was  an 
orphan  and  lived  with  his  grandfather.  His  father  and  mother  are  both  dead.  He  is 
between  fourteen  and  fifteen  years  old.  His  aunt  told  me  that  he  wna  so  bloody  that 
nis  shirt  stuck  to  his  back,  and  the  boy  is  ah  exile  from  the  State  now. 

Question.  What  was  Wisdom  whipped  for  T 

Anstcer.  They  did  not  whip  him.  There  were  two  of  them  together,  and  the  parties 
knew  that  the  Wisdoms  would  fight.  They  have  that  character— that  there  is  no  back 
down  in  tliem.  They  walked  out  of  their  houses  with  their  pistols  in  their  hands  aud 
walked  off  from  the  house  to  the  woods.  _ 
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QuiitUm.  These  eighteen  men  that  raado  this  run  upon  Wisdom  y^u  say  were  dls- 
guiswl  f 
Anmer,  Yes,  sir ;  so  the  Wisdoms  said. 
Quation,  And  armed  f 
Answer.  And  armed.  • 

Question.  And  mounted  T 

Ansiver,  And  mo|iuted.  Wisdom  told  me  he  recop^nized  some  of  the  horses  and  sev- 
eral of  the  men.    He  said,  "  I  have  shod  some  of  their  horses." 

Question,  Did  he  say  whether  their  disguises  conformed  or  corresponded  to  the  dis- 
guise of  the  Kn-Klus  orjpnization  1  ^ 

Ansicer,  I  never  questioned  him  on  that. 

Question,  Did  you  know  what  they  charged  Wisdom  with,  or  what  the  complaints 
were! 

AMicer.  No,  sir.  I  supposed,  and  it  was  only  a  supposition,  that  it  originated  with  a 
%ht  he  had  had  with  a  man  named  Yarborough,  some  two  or  three  weeks  before  that. 
Yarborough  had  taken  out  a  warrant  after  they  had  a  fight— a  fisticuff  fight,  without 
weapons.  Yarborough  went  to  Squire  Blair  and  took  out  a  warrant,  and  Wisdom  did 
not  want  Blair  to  si  t  on  the  case,  and  sent  for  m^o  try  the  case.  Myself  and  Squire  Blair 
beard  the  evidence,  and  it  was  clear  that  thore  was  no  weapon  used  at  all.  Under  our 
statnte  it  was  clearly  within  oi^r  discretion,  and  wo  fined  Wisdom  three  dollars— I  bo- 
lieve  that  was  our  decision — and  tho  costs,  which  were  seven  or  eight  dollars.  I  do 
not  remember  what  it  all  amounted  to,  but  that  was  our  decision  in  the  case.  I 
learned  afterward  that  Yarborough  was  very  much  dissatisfied  with  the  decision; 
blamed  mo  for  controlling  the  decision  ;  but  I  paid  no  attention  to  that. 

Question,  What  was  his  complaint ;  was  it  that  the  fine  was  not  large  enough  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  so  the  Ku-Klux  proposed  to  increase  the  penalty  t 

Answer.  Do  not  understand  me  as  saying  that.  This  is  what  Wisdom  informs  me  he 
gathered  from  isolated  remarks.  I  am  only  sp^eaking  of  these  rumors.  When  I  learned 
that  I  was  blamed  by  Mr.  Yarborough  for  giving  that  decision,  I  paid  no  attention,  for 
I  looked  upon  Mr.  Yarborough  as  a  gentleman. 

Question,  But  Wisdom  thinks  this  Ku-Klux  raid  was  instigated  by  Yarborougli  f 

Answer,  Y'es,  sir. 

Question.  And  what  was  the  orphan  boy  whipped  for  ? 

Answer.  Nobody  knows.  He  is  only  a  boy  of  thirteen  or  fourteen.  There  could 
hare  been  no  politics  in  that. 

Qnesiion.  Were  the  men  who  whipped  him  disguised  men  t 

Answer,  He  told  it  before  he  left  the  country  that  this  man  Moore  was  one  of  them 
that  whipped  him.  We  are  making  efforts  to  get  that  boy  back  here  to  appear  against 
him  at  our  circuit  court. 

Question.  Go  on  and  state  any  further  instances  in  your  knowledge  ? 

Anstcfr,  A  man  named  Simmons,  living  out  norttiwest,  a  very  nice  old  gentleman, 
was  whipi>ed  some  time  ago,  and  is  now  an  exile.  That  is  about  all  I  know.  There  are 
(rther  parties  can  give  you  further  information. 

Q»e9tion,  When  was  Simmons  whipped  f 

Answer.  I  dont  know  at  what  time,  but  t  think  during  last  winter.  I  never  hoard 
of  it  until  a  few  days  ago.. 

Question.  What  was  his  alleged  offense  ? 

Answer,  I  have  not  learned.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  his  politics,  but  very  re- 
spectable men  have  told  me  that  he  was  a  nice,  honest  man. 

Question,  Was  he  a  citizen  of  Limestone  County  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  All  these  whippings  wore  in  Limestone  County  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  Simmons  said  to  be  a  refugee  on  account  of  this  \'isit  of  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Ans\(Hr,  Yes,  sir.  Judge  Common  called  my  attention  to  that  case  last  evening.  I 
think  he  had  had  some  witnesses  before  him  in  reference  to  that  case,  and  a  case  Mr. 
Coleman,  I  suppose,  told  you  of— the  case  of  Scales.  There  is  a  man  named  Gordoi», 
tliat  formerly  lived  on  tho  same  ground  that  this  man  Frank  Gibson  lives  on  now,  who 
is  also  a  refugee  from  the  State,  and  now  in  Tennessee.  He  was  driven  off.  I  saw  a 
piece  he  published  after  he  got  his  family  into  Tennessee. 

Question.  He  was  driven  off  when  ? 

Answer.  In  1870. 

Question.  About  what  time  in  1870  ? 

Answer.  About  June,  or  along  in  the  summer. 

Question.  Was  he  visited  by  a  Ku-Klux  raid  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qttertiai*,  State  the  circumstances.  CiiriOOiljEl 

Answer.  The  circumstances  appeared  to  be  that  Gibson  had  applied  ftriiw^Njeen 
talking  to  me  along  in  the  latter  part  of  the  winter,  before,  or  in  the  spring,  about  r 
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certain  charge  be  prefeiTc^  against  Gordon,  in  regard  to  some  property  that  Gordon 
had  once  given  a  lien  upon  to  parties  in  Nashville,  and  these  parties  in  Nashville  were 
particular  friends  of  Gibson.  Gibson  appeared  and  claimed  that  he  had  evidence  that 
Gordon  had  run  this  property  off  in  violation  of  law,  and  he  wanted  t(»  get  at  him  and 
have  htm  arrested  under  the  charge,  and  asked-nie  to  examine  tbo  law  on  the  subject. 
I  had  done  so,  and  told  him  under  the  statement  he  had  made  I  could  issuu  a  warrant 
for  Mi.  Gonlon's  arrest  if  ho  would  file  his  affidavit  according  to  the  statement  he  had 
made.  lie  said  he  would  come  over  some  time  and  do  so.  Long  some  time  after  that 
conversation  he  named  to  mo  one  day,  ^'  I  have  spoken  to  Mr.  Elliot,  a  constable  in 
Athens  district,  tt\'elve  miles  off,  to  come  out  at  his  convenience  and  arrest  Gordon." 
"When  he  came  I  was  out  of  the  way.  The  wan'ant  was  obtained  of  Squire  Blair. 
Elliot  went  and  arrested  Gordon,  and  took  him  to  Gibsons's  house  to  guard  him  over 
night.  They  were  in  a  room  together,  and  four  disguised  men  entered  the  room,  and, 
under  threats,  they  forced  Gordon  to  relinquish  some  and  sign  certain  papers,  and 
ordered  hi«n  to  leave  the  country.  He  did  leave.  Wo  heard  of  the  transaction.  Ho 
left  in  a  short  time ;  and  it  was  a  very  short  time  after  he  left  until  his  family  lefL 
and  there  is  an  indictment  out  now  against  Gibson  for  that  transaction.  It  was  found 
in  the  last  circuit  court  we  had  in  our  county. 

QucHiion.  Is  it  known  who  were  the  other  persons  besides  him  concerned  in  this 
duress? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Grordon  accused  certain  men  in  the  neighborhood  of  being  the  dis- 
guised party.  He  may  be  correct  or  mistaken.  I  gathered  the  most  of  these  facta 
from  the  talk  in  the  neighborhood,  and  from  Mr.  Grordon's  publication  after  he  went 
to  Tennessee,  forbidding  any  person  trading  for,  or  having  anything  to  do  with  those 
papers. 

Question.  Was  any  use  ever  made  of  these  papers  after  he  signed  them  T 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of.    It  was  but  a  short  time  until  Gordon  forbade  that. 

Question.  Gordon  has  never  returned  to  that  neighborhood  T 

Answer.  No,  sir.  He  was  down  here  last  fall,  at  the  term  of  the  circuit  court  of 
Limestone  County. 

Question.  Are  there  any  other  instance*  you  wish  to  state  t 

Answer.  I  believe  that  is  about  all  I  know  of.  I  would  just  simply  remark  now  in 
regard  to  my  own  case,  repeating  what  I  have  said,  that  while  I  think  and  have  reason 
to  believe  that  .the  Blairs  and  Moore  might  use  the  political  prejudice  to  accomplish  a 
cowardly  act  which  they  had  not  the  moral  courage  to  perform  themselves,  I  have  no 
complaint,  in  a  political  way,  to  make  against  anybody.  The  people  of  my  county 
have  acted  in  my  behalf  extraordinarily.  The  commissioners*  court  met  and  made  an 
appropriation  of  money,  and  employed  the  best  couusel  of  the  county  to  prosecute  in  the 
first  case. 

Question.  Captain  Coleman  told  us  about  that  yesterday. 

Answer.  They  have  had  a  public  meeting  called,  and  the  people  have  indorsed  their 
action. 

Question.  We  have  their  resolutions  here. 

Answer.  1  wish  to  make  the  further  statement  in  regard  to  the  people  who  have  come  up 
to  my  relief  as  nobly  as  they  hQ-ve.  I  think  they  deserve  full  credit.  Their  mauifesU^ 
tions  seem  to  show  that  they  are  determined  to  enforce  the  law  if  they  can,  or  they 
will  make  the  efforts  at  all  events. 

Question.  1  was  about  asking  you  if  you  knew  any  instance  in  Limestone  County, 
of  colored  people  being  whipped  f 

Answer.  I  don't  believe  I  can  bring  any  instance  to  my  mind  in  my  section  of  the 
county.    I  have  heard  of  a  great  dealof  it  up  in  the  northeastern  portion  of  the  county. 

Question.  Are  you  a  reader  of  the  newspapers  published  in  Alabama! 

Answer.  Not  regularly.  This  Blair  case  and  this  Scales  case  are  the  only  cases  I  can 
think  of  of  any  colored  persons  being  whipped. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Are  there  many  colored  persons  living  in  that  immediate  neighborhood  f 
Answa-.  Not  immediately.  There  are  some  two  or  three  living  witoin  a  naile  of 
Dr.  Blair's.  There  is  one  case  I  remember,  I  believe  on  the  same  niffht  that  tiiis 
Blair  boy  was  scariffed  so  badly.  There  was  a  black  woman  whijpped,  who  was  living 
on  Dr.  Blair's  land,  about  a  half  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  my  house,  on  a 
new-settled  place.  She  came  to  my  house  the  next  morning,  and  was  telling  my  "wife 
and  crying  about  how  badly  they  had  whipped  her,  and  she  immediately  broke  np 
that  day,  or  commenced  to  move  back  two  or  three  miles  to  her  former  owner. 


By  the  Chairman  : 

Hion.  What  accoun 
^Mo/f^*.  I  do  notremem^^...    *  «.vi  «v«  «v«*  *v  ***..  ^^  _ 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  it  was  done  by  disguised  meiVtjOOQlC 
-iweirer.  Yes,  sir;  disguised  parties.  o 


Question.  What  account  did  she  ^ve  of  her  being  whipped  t 
Answei:  1  do  not  remember.    I  did  not  hear  it  all. 
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Question,  Abont  what  time  was  tbatt 

Ansicar,  I  cannot  tell  exactly.  It  was  done  the  same  night  that  the  Blair  boy  was 
"Whipped. 

Question,  What  was  this  Scales  case  you  referred  to  two  or  three  times  ? 

Ansicer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know.  I  take  it  somewhat  from  experience ;  it  is  necessary 
to  give  a  ^og  a  bad -name  in  order  to  get  a  good  excuse  to  kill  him.  That  man  had 
the  character  of  being  a  very  impudent,  dangerous  negro,  and  had  goue  to  two  or 
three  places  in  the  neighborhood  to  white  men  and  cursed  them. 

Question,  What  was  done  with  him  T 

Anstcer,  He  was  killed. 

Question.  By  whom  f 

Answer.  By  disguised  men. 

Question.  When  did  this  happen  t  , 

Answer.  That  happened  in  the  early  part  of  1870,  but  I  will  not  be  certain. 

Question.  How  many  were  said  to  be  m  the  band  f 

Answer,  Ten,  I  understood. 

Question.  Was  the  matter  investigated  T 

Answer.  It  is  under  investigation  now.  Judge  Common  had  some  witnesses  up 
before  him  last  Saturday.  He  told  me  Saturday  evening  what  facts  had  been 
developed  in  the  case.    They  are  hunting  that  case  out. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  You  are  a  justice  of  the  peace  now,  are  you,  in  Limestone  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  would  be  if  at  home. 

Question.  You  hold  your  commission  by  appointment  from  Governor  Smith  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  condition  of  your  county  in  times  go^e  by, 
is  it  not  a  fact  now  that  lul  men  of  all  political  parties  are  endeavoring  to  restore  quiet 
and  peace  in  the  country,  and  put  down  the  lawlessness  of  disguised  bands  in  every 
ibrmT 

Answer.  That  is  my  belief  and  observation. 

QuesHon.  Are  your  officials  and  officers  of  the  law,  as  well  as  the  citizens,  showing 
very  great  vigilance  in  endeavoring  to  do  so  ? 

JfiMMT.  Yes,  sir;  we  are  doing  so ;  and  then  m)portunitie8  are  better  now  for  getting 
information  and  acting  than  they  have  been.  They  seem  to  have  shaken  off  that  fear 
that  they  have  been  under  of  these  bad  men. 

Question.  Public  sentiment  has  not  only  turned  against  it,  but  assumed  an  active 
fonn. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  an  active  form.    That  is  just  the  way  I  wish  to  be  understood. 

Question.  For  some  time,  while  things  seemed  against  public  sentiment,  it  did  not 
I  to  act? 


Answer.  No,  sir;  and  it  was  crippled,  and  the  witnesses  were  netting  out  of  the  way. 

Qneetion.  Now  it  is  good,  and  especially  when  they  think  the  law  will  pix}tect  them, 
and  they  come  up  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  my  own  is  the  only  case  where  it  has  come  forward  and  been 
sustained. 

Option.  Some  of  vour  officers  are  democrats  and  some  republicans,  but  all  are 
toting  in  concert  on  this  subject  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

(>uestion.  Is  it  not  true  that  in  that  county  you  have  always,  perhaps,  had  a  gang  of 
bad  men  making  a  dishonest  livingt 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge.  Before  the  war  we  were  remarkably  conservative  in 
morals. 

Question.  I  beg  pardon ;  €ince  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Since  the  war  there  has  been  everywhere.  There  were  viciously  disposed 
men  in  the  army.  Some  practiced  it  while  the  war  was  going  on.  They  would  not 
stay  in  the  arm^,  but  stay  around  home  and  steal.  They  called  it  capturing.  They 
have  been  carrying  it  on  ever  since. 

Question.  These  bands  of  men  have  given  you  a  good  deal  of  trouble  in  the  last  few 
yeanf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  has  been  worse  the  present  year  than  before,  I  think;  that  is,  I 
have  heard  more  of  it.  More  horse-thieves  nave  been  captured,  and,  as  a  general  thing, 
I  think,  tibese  horse-thieves  have  been  captured  with  disguises.  There  is  one  case  in 
Jail  DOW  at  Athens. 

Question.  They  disguised  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  more  secretly  carrying  on 
their  devilment  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  regard— this  is  one  thing  I  would  like  to  have  xmt  in  my  main 
•▼idenoe,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  no  harm  now— I  regard  these  parties,  as  far  as  I  knc-^ 
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or  have  knowledge  of  them  doing  their  deyilmeut,  bo  far  as  politics  is  concerned,  as 
destitute  of  principle,  and  if  the  republican  party  were  in  miyority  as  the  democrats 
are  they  would  as  easily  be  refpublicans  as  thoy  now  are  democrats. 

Question,  In  other  words,  they  are  men  who  have  no  political  principles  or  any  other 
principles  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  no  political  principles  nor  stamina  about  them. 

Question.  Yon  think  the  old  Ku-Klux  organization  was  broken  up  in  ^our  county 
some  time  in  1869 1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  well,  at  the  time  this  publication  appeared. 

Question.  After  that  law  was  passed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  not  a^  fact  that  up  to  December,  1838,  you  had  no  means  of  punish- 
ing men  who  rode  about  with  disguises  on  at  all  in  Alabama  unless  they  committed 
some  offense  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  was  no  law  touching  a  disguise ;  no  means  of  punishing 
them. 

Question.  A  man  might  be  seen  about  town,  and  unless  he  committed  some  depreda 
tion  you  had  no  law  which  could  reach  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  at  the  same  time  there  was  a  fear,  when  it  first  started,  an  awful 
horror  was  manifested  of  these  disguised  men.  It  was  reported  currently  everywhere 
that  if  you  said  anything  against  one  of  them  they  would  visit  you,  and  if  anything 
was  said  derogatory  of  any  act  they  did  they  would  take  you  out.  These  reports  l>e- 
ing  circulated-*-I  do  not  pretend  to  say  whether  they  were  correct  or  not— it  put, the 
whole  body-poiitic  under  fear.    ITiey  were  afraid  of  them. 

Question.  The  difliculty  you  had  before  December,  18r»8,  was  that  unless  you  oanght 
them  doing  some  mischief,  the  mere  fact  of  their  being  disguised  and  in  bauds  did  not 
enable  you  to  reach  the  case  under  the  civil  law  f 

An8tvei\  There  was  no  civil  law  reaching  the  case.  The  law  was  passed  in  December, 
1868.    It  was  very  obnoxious  for  a  while. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  :      • 

Question.  Was  not  that  law  very  bitterly  assailed  by  the  democratic  press  of  this 
country  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  very.  But  some  of  those  men  that  assailed  it  bitterly  have  taken 
hold  of  it  and  regard  it  now  as  the  best  law  in  existence ;  Captain  Coleman  for  one.  I 
have  heard  him  so  express  himself;  he  would  not  have  the  law  repealed  for  any  con- 
sideration. . 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
^  Qhestion.  What  were  the  Wisdoms'  politics? 
Ansieei*.  Tliey  were  democrats ;  at  least  I  think  so.    I  never  heard  them  say. 
Question.  What  were  these  other  men  who  were  charged  with  hog-stealing — Barbees? 
Answer.  They  were  democrats.    Gordon  was  a  democrat.    That  is  the  man  that  run 
oflf  to  Tennessee. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  You  have  said  that  everybody  else  up  there  were  democrats  except  your- 
seht't 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  You  said  in  your  own  precinct  t 
Answer.  1  believe  the  Wisdoms  and  Gordon  and  this  boy  were  in  my  precinct. 

By  Mr.  Blaik  : 

Question.  You  attribute  your  treatment  by  these  people  <^tirely  to  the  business  diffi- 
culty you  had  with  them  t 

Answer.  1  attribute  the  start  of  it  to  the  difficulty  I  had  with  them,  the  old  gmdj^e 
between  the  Blairs  and  myself,  who,  as  I  have  repeatedly  stated,  took  advantage  or  a 
political  prejudice  in  a  class  ot  men  who  did  not  know  me,  to  accomplish  that  which 
they  lacked  the  moral  courage  to  do  themselves.  They  could  never  have  any  in- 
llue^nce  with  the  old  citizens  of  the  county.  These  men  are  all  adventurers,  and,  I 
think  likely,  a  good  many  of  them — a  miyority  of  them — are  men  who  cannot  stay 
where  they  formerly  lived. 

QuestUm.  Bad  men  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  This  Billy  Blair  formerly  lived  in  Lauderdale  County.  After  he 
had  married  and  gone  to  himself,  he  lived  in  Lauderdale  County  for  a  number  of  years. 
I  don^t  know  how  long.  He  staid  as  long  as  he  could.  But  he  cannot  live  there.  I 
have  been  informed  by  good  reliable  men  that  Blair  cannot  live  in  his  old  neighbor- 
hood. _ 
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By  tbe  Chaiaican: 

QttetUtm,  Toa  say  that  the  Kn-Klux  law,  enaotcd  in  December,  1868,  by  the  Alabama 
Icgislatore,  was  bitterly  assailed? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  it  was  bitterly  assailed  and  denonnc^. 

Question,  By  whom  f  ^ 

AMteer.  By  the  democratic  party,  by  the  opposition  to  the  republican  party.  That 
law  was  passed  by  a  republican  le^latnre. 

QwHion.  How  long  did  this  denunciation  of  that  law  by  the  democratic  party  con- 
tinaef 

Answer.  It  continued  up  until  about  twelve  months  ago. 

QmesUon.  What  was  the  cause  of  their  change  of  tactics,  and  why  did  they  fall  sud- 
denly in  lore  with  the  law  f 

Answer.  It  was  necessity.  There  was  this  Barbee  matter,  and  these  Wisdom  boys,- 
and  some  few  others,  as  many  as  some  eight  or  ten,  were  accused,  and  probably  Justly 
too,  but  I  don't  pretend  to  say.  I  never  saw  them  to  see  whether  they  were  in  dis- 
guise, but  they  were  under  the  accusation  of  riding  around  the  country  in  dis^ise. 
visiting  different  places,  and  while  they  were  at  that,  during  the  time  they  were  riding 
around,  th^  visited  a  Mr.  Nixon,  who  resides  near  a  church.  They  obtained  paper,  pen, 
and  ink.  They  got  the  pen  firom  Mr.  Nixon,  and  wrote  a  notice,  and  put  it  up  on  the 
church,  naming  certain  men  in  the  neighborhood,  and  accusing  these  men  of  being 
Ku-Rlux,  and  riding  around  in  the  country  in  disguise,  disturbing  honest  men  who 
were  at  their  labor,  trying  to  n^tke  a  living,  and  so  on,  and  "  If  this  thing  is  not  stopped 
you  ^^  die  unawares."  I  he^rd  the  thing  read,  and  I  think  that  is  pretty  much  the 
purport  of  it.  I  was  at  work  at  Mr.  Gibson's  during  the  time  these  parties  were  riding 
around.  They  were  regular,  every  few  days,  for  some  two  or  three  weeks,  and  nobody 
seemed  to  know  who  they  were.  Just  from  observation  as  I  was  working  there  at 
Gibson's  and  saw  men  coming  to  him,  and  talking  together  i>rivately,  I  saw  at  once 
that  there  were  two  elements  at  work.  There  was  a  counter-irritant  somewhere,  and 
I  kept  watch  to  see  what  would  be  the  result  of  it.  It  finally  resulted  in  the  death  of  a 
fon  of  Dr.  Blair,  killed  accidentally,  and  in  the  death  of  this  man  Barbee,  whom  they  had 
pt  out  a  warrant  for.  and  |^ne  and  arrested  him  in  Rogersville,  and  were  bringing 
liiiD  to  jail,  or  ostensibly  bringing  him  to  jail,  when  ho  made  an  attempt  to  get  away, 
and  was  shot  badly,  but  he  got  away.    They  found  him  next  day,  and  he  was  killed. 

Qnestion.  Do  I  understand  that  this  reaction  was  caused  by  the  killing  of  democrats 
hvtheKu-Kluxf 

Jaswer.  Well,  that  is  the  way  that  the  thing  came  out.  The  Wisdom  boys  were  ar- 
nr^ited,  a  man  named  Miller  was  arrested,  and  a  man  named  Goode  was  arrested— all 
under  the  charge  of  being  out  from  home  in  grotesque  disguise,  &c.,  and  they  had  to 
come.  Oaptiiin  Coleman  was  then  one  of  the  prosecutors  in  that  case — perhaps  the 
it-ading  meuibor  of  the  prosecution — and  in  order  to  reach  these  fellows,  they  had  to 
take  hold  of  this  law  that  had  been  so  obnoxious. 

Qwstum.  Is  that  the  time  you  referred  to  in  your  answer  to  Mr.  Beck,  whenthe  spirit 
to  eofarce  the  law  commenced  springing  up  t 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  that  is  the  time,  and  still  from  that  time  on.  There  has  been  a 
pretty  strong  manifestation  from  that  time,  but  it  has  developed  itself  stronger  in  my 
C3^  than  in  any  other. 

Qiiestion.  1  wish  you  to  state  to  the  committee  on  what  grounds  opposition  was 
made  by  the  democratic  partyy  80  far  as  your  knowledge  and  information  extend,  to 
the  enactment  of  the  Ku-Klux  law  of  December,  1868. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  can  give  no  particular  grounds,  but  generally  the  position  of 
the  party  then,  as  I  understood^the  position  of  the  democratic  party  as  shown  by 
«oziie  public  meetings  and  resolutions  passed — ^was  that  they  regarded  the  whole  struc- 
ture of  the  State  government  then  in  existence  as  a  usurpation  and  fraud.  They  did 
not  consider  it  legal. 

Qsustian.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  this  law  was  not  more  denounced  by  them 
tban  any  other  laws  enacted  by  that  republican  legislature  T 

jiuswsr.  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  it  was.  There  were  several  other  laws— there  was 
a  ^eiMTal  complaint  against  everything. 

Questum.  But  was  not  there  a  special  complaint  against  this  law,  and  did  you.  not 
iMiair  it  denounced  more  than  any  other  act  of  that  legislature? 

jAsiswer.  Perhaps  I  heard  more  said  about  it. 

Question.  Can  yon  state  to  the  committee  the  reasons  assigned  for  theic  opposition 
to  ttt 

j^MSwer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  any  special  reason  assigned  outside  of  the 
coostAtutionality  of  it. 

By  Mr.  BxrCKLEY :  ,  • 

Qsiestion.  Did  they  not  also  deny  the  necessity  for  any  such  law  j  was  not  that  the 
IB  a  in  caase  of  complaint  t 

^Mswer.  I  think  this  iras  (iie  way ;  they  never  denied  the  necessity.  I  have  heard  this 

46a  * 
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Baid;  and  I  was  partly  of  the  same  opinion  myself  that  the  law  was  a  nuUitv,  from  the 
fact  that  I  did  not  see  where  they  could  reach  these  disguised  parties.  The  tronhle 
was  to  find  out. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
•Question,  Was  the  ground  of  denunciation  that  the  law  could  not  he  put  into  oper 
ation  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  am  not  clear  upon  that.    What  political  attention  I  paid  was  general. 

Queation.  Did  I  understand  you  to  state  distinctly  that  this  order  of  the  Grand  Cy- 
clops which  you  saw  published  in  the  newspapers,  disbanding  the  organization  of  the 
Ku-Elux  Klan,  was  made  subsequently  to  the  enactment  of  this  law  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  m^  understanding;  and  I  recollect  distinctly  it  stated  that 
they  were  disbanded  in  obedience  to  law. 

Questum.  So  that  the  Grand  Cyclops  recognized  the  validity  of  the  law  f 

Anstoer,  Of  course  he  did  by  that  act. 

Question.  1  will  ask  you  to  state  whether  4ny  eflfort  was  ever  made  to  cloture  or  punish 
members  of  the  Ku-Klux  Elan  until  within  a  few  months  past  in  Limestone  County. 

Answei\  None,  until  within  about  twelve  months,  of  these  disguised  parties.  It  is 
about  that  time,  or  within  a  short  time  of  twelve  months,  I  reckon.  This  advertise- 
ment I  spoke  of  that  was  put  on  the  church  was  in  September,  1870,  as  I  recollect,  and 
it  was  during  that  mouth,  I  think,  that  the  great  excitement  was  in  the  neighborhood 
and  the  arrest  of  these  men. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

QuesU^m,  Do  you  think  that  these  bands  now  riding,  or  riding  until  recently,  over 
your  county  were  members  of  the  order  or  organization  previous  to  the  issuing  of  that 
order  by  the  Grand  Cyclops  f 

Answei',  There  are  some  of  them  that  I  do. not  think  belonged  to  the  old  organization. 

Question,  Some  of  them  you  think  did  f 

Answer.  Some  of  them  I  think  it  likely  did.  I  think  this  Moore  was,  fh)m  informa- 
tion ;  I  think  it  is  generally  conceded  that  he  was  a  Cyclops  in  the  original  organ- 
ization. 


HuNTSvnxE,  Alabama,  October  10,  ISfJl. 

WILLIAM  H.  LENTZ  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Answer,  I  reside  in  the  county  of  Limestone,  Alabama. 

Question.  What  office  do  you  hold  ? 

Answer,  I  hold  the  office  of  sheriff  of  Limestone  County. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  held  that  office  f 

Answer,  About  three  years. 

Question.  Are  you  a  native  of  that  county  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  am. 

Question,  Did  you  live  in  Alabama  during  the  war,  and  have  you  lived  in  it  ever 
since  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  bom  in  the  county  of  Limestone,  and  was  raised  in  the  same 
county.    I  live  thirteen  miles  west  of  the  county  seat,  though. 

Question.  Please  state  to  the  committee  what  •instances  of  outrage  upon  individuals 
by  men  banded  together,  and  in  dis^ise,  have  come  to  your  notice  during  the  time 
you  have  been  sheriff,  throughout  Limestone  County  ? 

Answer.  I  will  have  to  study  on  that.    Do  you  want  me  to  give  them  all  ? 

Question,  I  am  asking  in  a  general  way  about  the  number. 

Answer,  Well,  I  think  there  have  been  from  ten  to  fifteen  somewhere. 

Question,  Upon  what  class  of  people  were  most  of  the  raids  made ;  white  or  black  t 

Answer,  Well,  those  raids  have  been  made  upon  both  classes,  white  and  black. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  see  any  portion  of  this  organization  known  as  the  Ku-Klnx  iu 
their  costumes  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  saw  them  as  often  as  three  times,  I  think. 

Question.  In  what  year? 

Answer,  Well,  in  the  year  1868  I  saw  thirteen  in  our  county  town  at  one  time,  and 
at  another  time  I  saw  some  twelve  or  fifteen.  I  did  not  count  them.  The  day  of  the 
presidential  election  they  came  in  town  there. 

Question,  You  may  describe,  briefly,  the  disgubes  they  wore.  First  state  ^hetlier 
they  were  mounted  or  on  foot  t  m 

Answer,  They  were  mounted. 

Question.  Were  their  horses  disguised  T  C^  r\r\r^\o 

Ans%oer,  Yes,  sir  ;  they  were  covered— disguised.  Digitized  by  VjUU^IC 

Question,  Go  on  and  describe  the  character  of  the  disguise. 
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Awwer*  The  disgrnses,  I  pTesume,  "were  made  of  calico — a  kind  of  calico  robes  loosely 
irorn,  and  then  a  disguise  oyer  the  &ce. 

Qii«9(um.  How  do  the  disguises  that  have  been  worn  in  1870  and  1871  compare  with 
those  that  were  worn  in  1868  T 

Antwer.  I  have  not  seen  any  in  1|B70  and  1871,  only  some  that  were  captured  the  other 
day,  and  they  compare  very  well.  In  arresting  a  man  we  got  three  disguises  some 
three  weeks  ago. 

Quesiion.  The  disguise  covered  the  body,  the  head,  and  the  fooe,  I  understand  f 

Ansicer.  Yea,  sir. 

Qiteslion,  Was  there  anything  hideons  abont  the  facef 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  is  long  hair,  I  suppose  about  a  foot  long,  coming  out  as  if  it 
were  mnatachee,  hanging  down  at  least  a  foot 

(ivtution.  Any  horns  on  the  head  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  no  horns. 

(inestum.  Do  you  know  where  these  disguises  were  manufactured  T 

Anewer.  I  do  not. 

Quesfum.  Did  they  show  skill  in  their  construction  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  some  skilL 

Qustian.  Yon  say  a  company  rode  into  Athens  on  the  day  of  the  presidential  election  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  * 

(ftiestUm.  At  what  hour  in  the  day  did  they  visit  the  town  f 

Answer.  About  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Question.  How  long  did  they  remain  f 

Answer.  About  half  an  hour,  I  presume. 

QmesUon.  What  did  they  do  while  in  the  town  ? 

Answer.  They  did  not  do  anything. 

Question.  Did  they  ride  around  the  streets  I 

Answer.  They  rode  up  on  the  west  side  of  the  square,  and  through  the  8quare,.and  down 
io  where  we  had  some  soldiers  camped,  and  talked  with  them  a  few  minutes,  and  then 
locle  out  the  way  they  came  in. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  conversation  between  them  and  the  soldiers  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qu/estUm,  Do  you  know  what  they  saidf 

Aw&wer.  J  hea^  what  it  was. 

QuesHon.  Wbat  was  it  f 

Amswer.  They  told  the  commander  of  the  squad,  so  he  told  me,  to  keep  order  there 
that  day,  and,  if  he  could  not  keep  order,  to  call  upon  them,  and  they  would  help  him 
assist  him  to  keep  order  among  the  citizens,  the  voters. 

QuesUon.  Was  any  disorder  apprehended  7 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Who  did  these  gentlemen  think  or  say  would  create  disorder  f 
Answer.  They  did  not  say.    They  said  if  he  could  not  keep  order,  to  call  upon  them  to 
assist,  and  they  would  assist. 
Question.  How  strong  was  that  military  squad  in  yonr  town  f 
Answer.  About  twenty. 
Question.  Were  they  Federal  soldiers  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  had  they  been  located  in  your  town  f 

Answer.  About  two  days.    They  came  down  just  two  days  before  the  election,  to  stay 
dndng  the  election. 
Question.  Had  it  been  noised  throughout  the  county  that  these  soldiers  were  there  f 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  There  was  a  possibility  that  these  Ku-Elux  did  not  know  whether  these 
soldiers  were  there  until  they  got  there  ? 

AnssBsr.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  whether  they  knew  it  or  not,  but  I  think  it  is  likely 
t^OT  must  have  known  it. 

Question^  What  do  yon  know  of  the  negroes  being  visited  and  their  arms  taken  away 
^  these  bands  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  anything.    I  heard  that  in  the  eastern  and  southern  por- 
tions of  the  county,  they  went  down  tlm)ugh  there  as  often  as  two  or  three  times,  and 
that  they  have  taken  their  arms  £com  them — guns  and  pistols. 
Question.  Were  they  taken  away  from  tKe  blacks  generally  } 
Answer.  Yes,  siit 

Quation.  Every  man  who  was  suspected  of  having  arms  in  his  possession  was 
Tistedt 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  in  that  portion  of  the  county. 
Qmestiom.  In  what  year  was  that  9 
Answer.  In  the  year  1868. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  upon  what  pretext  the  Kn-Klux  seized  the  furms  of  these 
colored  people  f 
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Answer,  Na  sir;  I  do  not. 

QueaHon.  Have  yon  many  colored  people  in  Limestone  Oonnty  t 

Answer,  Yea,  sir ;  we  have  a  good  muiy  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  oonnty.  Very 
few  in  the  jaoithem  and  western  portions  of  the  county. 

QuesUon.  Have  many  men  been  diiren  into  exile^m  apprehensions  of  the  Ku-Elux 
in  your  county  of  Limestone  t 

Answer,  There  have  been  to  my  recollection  three  or  four. 

Question,  Men  who  have  been  yisited  by  the  Ku-Klux,  or  to  whom  notices  have  been 
sent  f 

AnstDer,  Yes,  sir;  one  in  particular— Mr.  Gordon— has  been  driven  ftom  there;  he 
was,  I  suppose,  intimidated  and  driven  away  from  there. 

Question,  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  Uiere  was  a  regular  Ku-Klnx  organization 
in  your  county  at  one  time  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  I  think  there  was. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  men  who  belonged  to  it  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Question.  Did  public  repute  fix  upon  any  one  as  ibe  leader  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  What  do  you  know  of  this  man  Moore,  whom  you  have  transferred  to  the 
jail  in  tbis^county  n>r  safe-keeping,  being  reputed  to  be  a  captain  in  one  of  these 
organizations  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  think,  it  is  generally  believed  that  he  is  a  captain  or  leader  of  the 
entire  organization  up  to  a  late  day. 

QuesHon.  Is  he  the  democratic  candidate  for  sheriff  at  this  time  in  your  county  9 

Answer,  He  claims  to  be  a  democrat ;  he  is  not  the  democratio  nominee  for  wieriff ; 
he  is  an  independent  candidate. 

Question,  How  strong  was  the  order  reputed  to  be  in  your  county  at  any  time  f 

Answer,  During  its  existence  T 

Question,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  have  no  idea ;  it  was  considered  by  most  of  mem  to  be  tolerably 
strong. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  were  its  objects  t 

Jnmrer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not.     \ 

Question,  You  may  state  if  you  saw  published  in  the  newspapers  at  the  time,  an 
order  from  the  Grand  Cyclops  disbanding  the  different  Ku-Klux  organizati(ms. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  a  notice  signd  by  the  Grand  Cyclops,  and,  I  think,  it  was 
published,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  in  two  numbers  or  probably  three  numbers  of  our 
county  paper. 

Question,  Is  your  county  paper  a  republican -or  democratic  paper  f 

Anstcer.  A  democratic  paper. 

Question,  State  whether  that  notice  stated  that  the  order  was  given  pursuant  to  the 
passage  of  a  law  by  the  State,  denouncing  this  Kn-Klux  organization. 

Answer.  1  think,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  that  it  occurred  bSore  the  passage  of  the  Ka- 
Klux  law,  as  it  is  called. 

Question,  Was  it  not  in  the  summer — about  June,  1869~that  this  order  was  published^ 
a  little  upward  of  two  years  since  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  remember  the  time  it  was  published. 

Question,  Did  not  the  order  state  that  it  was  made  in  pursuanoe  of  a  law  passed 
against  the  Ku-Elux  organization  T 

Answer,  I  am  not  sure  about  that ;  it  might  have  been,  and  might  not ;  I  will  not  say^ 
positively  about  that. 

Question,  You  remember  the  law  to  which  I  refer,  do  you,  passed  by  the  Alabama  leg- 
islature in  December,  1868  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  that  law  a  very  unpopular  one  with  the  democrats  of  Limestone 
County  T 

Answer,  I  think,  generaUy  speaking,  it  was  at  the  time. 

Question.  Have  any  of  the  men  concerned  in  these  Ku-Elux  raids  ever  been  brought 
to  punishmeut  in  your  county  f 

Answer,  Well,  we  have  some  under  bond  at  this  time. 

Question,  My  Question  was,  whether  any  one  has  ever  been  brought  to  punishment  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  no.  sir. 

Question.  Until  witnin  the  last  £bw  months,  were  any  active  efforts  ever  made  io. 
your  county  to  bring  them  to  justice  f 

Answer,  WeU,  the  grand  jury  of  the  fall  term  of  our  court,  of  1870,  found  two  indict  -- 
ments  against  parties. 

Question,  Was  that  the  first  time  your  courts  had  taken  notice  of  these  outrages  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  the  first  time  that  they  got  any  proof  of  any  person  that  had. 
been  committing  outrages. 
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QmMotu  Had  aetive  efforts  been  made  previous  to  tliat  time  to  obtain  proof  of  tbe 
anUiors  of  these  ontrages  t 

AnnBer,  Tee.  air. 

QuestUm,  Who  made  themselyes  active  or  bosy  in  that  f 

Answer.  Well,  our  grand  jurors  had  a  great  many  witnesses  sommoned  ap^  bat  tliey 
never  got  any  proof  until  the  fall  term  of  1670.  At  the  spring  term  of  1870  we  bad  a 
great  iDaoy  witnesses  summoned  up  on  the  Ku-Klux  question. 

(iwttkm.  Had  anv  effort  ever  been  made  to  bring  these  parties  to  the  sotioe  of  the 
gnmd  jury  before  the  spring  term  of  1870  in  your  oounty  court  t 

AnstDtr.  No,  air ;  I  think  not. 

QuesHon,  What  was  the  reason  of  that  omission  I 

Awaer,  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Qaetthn,  It  is  reputed  that  there  has  been  a  falling  oat  amMig  these  laitter-day  Kn- 
Kloi  in  yonr  oonnfy  f 

Jnwer.  WeU,  it  was  reputed  that  there  was  a  fiblUnf  oat  among  them  in  the  fall 
of  1870.  This  case  I  speak  of  now,  down  in  the  forks  of  the  Tennessee  and  Elk  Rivers 
-or  at  least  there  was  a  party  of  disguised  men  supposed  that  otheora  wese  ^eing 
about  diegoised ;  they  had  a  falling  out,  and  there  were  several  parties  arrested,  and 
we  have  two  of  them  in  Jail  at  this  time,  and  two  others  oat  on  bond ;  we  hiid  no 
Bpniig  term  of  court  last  spring,  consequently  they  have  had  no  trial. 

QvaHon,  Was  any  active  effort  ever  made  to  bring  the  members  of  this  Eo-Klox 
organization  to  justice  until  they  commenced  making  system&tie  depredations  i^Mn 
property  and  visiting  democrats  as  well  as  Union  men  7 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  was  not  to  my  knowledge ;  theie  were  no  denonstrationft  BMide 
to  bring  any  parties  to  justice  until  alter  the  disbandment  by  the  Grand  Cydopa— by 
the  adrertffiement  being  put  in  the  paper. 

Qmtkn.  Not  a  single  case  until  after  that  time  I 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  until  after  that  time. 

Qwiium,  Does  there  seem  to  be  a  general  disposition  among  your  people  now,  with- 
out reference  to  jparty,  to  breskk  up  this  organization  f 

Answer.  Tea,  sir. 

QneatUm,  About  how  many  white  men  in  Limestone  County  vote  the  republleast 

Answer.  Six  or  seven  hundred ;  six  hundred,  I  will  say. 

QuesHon.  White  men  ? 

Anmcer.  Freedmen. 

Qftestkm.  But  I  ask  as  to  white  men  f 

Answer.  There  are  very  few ;  I  suppose  there  are  fifty. 

QnaHan.  How  many  of  these  are  northern  men  f 

^i»twer.  Very  few ;  we  have  very  &w  northern  moB  in  our  countfy. 

QuesUon.  Is  there  any  prejudice  existing  in  your  conmiunity  against  northern  men  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QuotkHi.  Ton  say,  that  at  the  time  the  Ku-Slux  appeajre^  <m  the  aftieet  st  Athens 
ue  fioldiers  were  there  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qveilioii.  Had  they  been  broa^^  there  previous  to  the  election  f 

iancer.  Tes,  sir  j  they  came  there  about  two  days,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  befbce  th« 
^^01^  and  remained  until  after  the  election. 

Q^usUon,  Was  there  any  apprehension  of  disturbance  f  was  that  the  reason  they 
veie  brou^t  there  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  it  was  thought  probable  that  there  might  be  some  disturbanoe. 

Qwstion.  They  were  brought  there  on  that  account  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QnesHon.  I  thought  you  answered,  in  reply  to  a  question  aboat  these  Km-Kkn  and 
weir  pretension  that  they  wanted  to  preserve  order,  that  you  did  not  know  of  Miy 
^prehension  of  disorder  f 

Answer.  Well,  we  were  apprehensive  that  there  might  be  some  disturbaoGSb 

Qtiestum.  And  the  troops  were  called  there  to  prevent  it  f 

'^Mtwer.  Yes,  sir ;  to  prevent  it  if  they  did  anything. 

By  the  Chairhan  9 
QvtiUm.  Was  application  made  for  the  troops  by  any  citizens  of  your  coont?  f 
isnoer.  No,  sir;  1  made  the  application  myself  to  the  general  conmianding  the  post 

WW. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 
teiCiM.  After  the  soldiers  arzived,  you  felt  compaaratively  secure  at  that  election 
wit  ibere  would  be  no  disturbance  f  I C 

^uwer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  ftlt  that  they  would  keep^  oocdsr,  pseserve  order.  -^ 
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Question.  Those  men  in  disgaise,  when  they  came  in,  simply  ofifered  to  aid  them,  pro- 
vided aid  was  necessary  f 

Answer.  Yea,  sir ;  they  told  them  that  if  there  was  any  disturbance,  or  if  they  ooold 
not  keep  order,  in  other  words,  to  call  on  them,  and  they  would  assist  them. 

QussUon^  There  were  more  soldiers  than  Ku-Kluxf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  * 

Question.  In  case  of  a  controversy  with  the  soldiers,  the  soldiers  would  have  had  a 
decided  advantajy^e  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  advantage  of  number. 

Question.  Did  not  their  going  to  the  soldiers  in  the  way  they  did,  show  that  tbey  had 
no  other  design  than  a  friendly  one,  as  far  as  the  soldiers  were  concerned  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Thejr  approached  them  in  a  confident  and  friendly  manner? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Their  conversation  was  friendly  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  that  time  you  had  no  law  in  Alabama  punishing  men  for  ridinc  in  dis- 
guise in  any  number  they  pleased  f  ^ 

Answer.  No.  sir:  none  at  the  time* 

QuesHon.  Tnerefore  the  soldiers  did  not  regard  their  conduct  as  violating  the  law  ?* 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QuestiUm.  The^  did  not  act  npon  it  as  such  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  conversation  between  them  and  the  soldiers  was  of  a  friendly 
character  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  order,  you  think,  was  disbanded  about  the  time  the  order  came  out, 
from  whoever  was  their  commander  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  was. 

QuesHon.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  men  who  have  been  disguising 
themselves  since  that  time,  and  committing  depredations  upon  black  and  white  men, 
have  been  anything  else  tnan  lawless  men,  assuming  disguises  to  commit  depreda* 
tionsf 

Anewer.  I  hUve  none. 

Question.  Is  that  your  opinion  t 

Anewer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  opinion ;  that  it  has  been  made  a  personal  matter  in  our 
county. 

Question.  A  mere  personal  matter  t 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Wnere  men  have  sought  the  cover  of  night  'and  disguise,  to  effsct  bad  pur- 
poses of  their  own  t 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  your  understanding  of  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Some  of  the  men  who  have  been  in  it  may  have  been  in  the  original  gang, 
or  not ;  but  I  suppose  you  do  not  know  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Question.  So  far  as  you  have  discovered,  the  men  who  have  been  operating  under  dis- 
goise  of  late  have  generally  proved  to  be  men  of  comparatively  worthless  ^araoter  ? 

Answer.  The  bulk  of  them.  They  have  generally  proved  to  be  bad  characters — bad 
men. 

Question.  Their  quarrels,  and  whippings,  and  wrongs  have  been  inflicted  upon  white 
democrats  as  well  as  upon  colored  men,  have  they  not  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  Wisdoms,  for  Instance  f 

Answer.  The  Wisdoms  are  democrats. 

(Question.  TheBarbeest 

Answer.  Barbee  was  a  democrat. 

Question.  Was  not  hekilledf 

Answer.  He  was  killed. 

By  Mr.  Blaib: 
Question.  And  Gordon  t 
Answer.  Gordon  was  a  democrat. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 
Question.  Gordon  was  run  off  f 

Answer.  Yes,  air;  and  old  man  Simmons— I  never  knew  his  politics.  He  was  a  Ten- 
nesseean.  >Oq1p 

Question,  You  have  always  been  a  republican  yourself;  I  believe  t       o 
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Antwer.  Tee,  sir. 

Qitettian,  Your  coanty  attorney  is  a  democrat,  and  your  county  judge  is  a  repub- 
Uoanf 

Amncer,  Tes,  sir. 

Quatian,  Has  not  your  whole  county  .organization^  ever  since  you  have  been  able  to 
find  out  the  names  of  the  men  committing  outrages  in  disguise,  acted  together  to  bi:ing 
them  to  justioe  very  efficiently  f 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir ;  since  we  have  been  able  to  get  any  proof  against  them,  they  have 
been  willing,  and  the  community  generally  have  been  willing  to  assist  me  in  making 

QueaHon,  You  have  held  public  meetings,  also,  expressive  of  your  views  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qmestion.  Begardleas  of  party  f 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  that,  with  the  feeling  and  temper  of  your  people  now, 
lod  the  disposition  of  your  courts,  and  the  organization  of  your  grand  juries  under 
the  management  of  your  county,  you  can  keep  order  from  this  time  on  f 

Answer.  No.  sir ;  I  have  no  doubt  but  what  we  can. 

QnestUm.  I  oelieve  you  call  everything  that  appears  in  disguise  Ku-Klux,  even  if  it 
Is  only  one  man  t 

Amswer.  Yee,  sir;  everything  that  appears  in  disguise  is  Ku-Klus. 

QmestiKm.  It  is  a  good  name,  and  it  sticks  T 

Amswer,  Yes,  sir. 

QmmHon.  That  is  a  means  of  characterizing  that  class  of  offenses,  no  matter  by  whom 
committed,  or  what  the  degree  of  offense  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qmesiwti.  Or  what  the  disguise  is  f 

Am9W€t.  Yes,  sir.  There  are  different  colors  of  disguise;  some  are  red  and  some  are 
white. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

QmoHisn^  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  Kn-Klux  who  appeared  in  your 
streets  on  the  day  of  the  presidential  election  had  any  knowledge  that  the  soldiers 
were  there  before  they  came  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir.  I  think  you  asked  me  that  question  awhile  ago.  I  do 
not  know.  It  is  probable  they  might  have  known  it.  It  is  possible  they  might  have 
known  it.  They  nad  been  there  from  Friday  evening,  I  think,  until  Monday  or  Tues- 
day. 

QuetdUm.  H  it  was  known  that  the  soldiers  were  there,  it  was  known  they  were 
there  fi>r  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  peace,  was  it  not  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  of  course  it  was. 

QmesUan.  Is  it  not  possible  that  the  Ku-Kluz  were  taken  by  surprise  when  they  came 
into  town  on  that  day,  and  changed  theij;  original  purpose  in  consequence  of  the  pres* 
oice  of  the  squad  of  soldiers  T 

Anamtr.  I  do  not  know  how  that  is.  I  think  not,  because  the^  came  in  and  rode 
straight  on  down  to  where  the  soldiers  were  encamped.  I  think  it  is  likely  they  knew 
where  they  were  in  camp.     . 

(imm^Mn.  Might  they  not  have  got  their  information  on  their  way  to  townf 

Awsmtr.  It  is  possible  that  thev  cotdd. 

QuetlfaMt.  If  they  knew  the  soldiers  were  there  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the 
peace  that  day,  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  Ku-E[lux  coming  there  for  that  purpose  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qiiesium.  Does  it  not  seem  to  argue,  therefbre,  that  when  they  started  from  their 
homes  they  had  no  knowledge  of  the  presence  of  these  soldiers  ? 

Anawcr.  Yes,  sir ;  it  seems  to  argue  that  way,  but  I  do  not  know  about  that,  and  I 
can't  say. 

QiMftiOfi.  I  believe  I  have  asked  you  this  question  already,  substantially,  but  I  wiil 
repeat  it.  Was  there  any  general  complaint  against  the  Eu-Klux  in  your  county,  while 
Uiey  confined  their  demonstrations  to  colored  men  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  understand  your  question. 

Qves^ioii.  Was  there  any  general  complaint  against  the  Kn-Klux  in  your  county, 
wlule  they  confined  their  demonstrations  to  colored  men  f 

AMswtfr.  They  never  confined  their  operations  among  colored  men  entirely.  They 
were  visitinj^  white  men  as  well  as  colored  men,  during  the  existence,  as  we  term  it, 
of  the  organization. 

QiwtlMm.  Were  the  white  men  visited  radicals  f 

Answer.  I  think  both  classes  were  visited  to  some  extent. 

Qm0»Hoii.  By  the  original  Ku-KluxT 

Jimpsr.  Yes,  sir. 

Digitized  by  ^ 
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By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question,  This  man  whom  you  have  in  jail  here  was  qnite  a  leading  man^  was  he  not, 
in  his  part  of  the  county  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questum,  Quite  a  xiopnlar  man  there  T 

Answer.  Tes,  sir;  I  suppose  he  was  among  his  class  of  men. 

Question,  Do  you  think  that  he  has  been  lor  a  long  time  a  member  of  that  order  or 
organization  f 

Ansu)er,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  he  has  been  a  member  of  it  dnring  its  existence,  fh>m  the 
or^tnization. 

Question,  And  when  the  order  was  given  to  disband,  he  did  not  obey  that  order  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  opinion  about  it. 

Question,  Was  it  not  about  the  time  that  these  Wisdoms  got  into  trouble,  that  there 
was  a  {ailing  out?  Was  it  not  about  the  time  that  they  were  whipped  or  outraged 
that  there  was  a  falling  out  between  the  different  clans  or  bands  of  men? 

Answer,  Well,  the  Wisdoms  are  the  ones  charged  with  ffoing  in  disguise. 

QuesUon,  And  they  were  also  visited  by  some  men  in  dUguuef 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  visited. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  This  man  Moore,  it  seems,  kept  a  distillery  in  one  comer  of  your  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  until  last  year,  1870.  Then  he  moved  down  where  so  much  of  this 
trouble  has  occurred.    There  he  has  located  another  distillery. 

Question,  An  illicit  distillery  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  fact  in  your  part  of  Alabama,  as  well  aa  eUewheie,  that 
around  these  illicit  distilleries  there  is  always  a  crowd  of  bad  ll^owa? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  fellow  who  keeps  the  still  has  a  good  deal  of  inflnenoe  with  tfaa# 
class  of  people.    They  are  his  strikers  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  my  opinion  is  that  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  oases  of  lawlessness 
are  concocted  in  these  distiUeries.  We  have  a  number  of  them,  and  are  breaking  them 
up  now. 

Question,  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  those  carrying  on  these  distilleries  ooUeot  aroon  ^ 
them  a  ^ang  of  low  fellows,  to  protect  them  against  the  offlceis,  and  pay  these  men- 
their  strikers  and  retainers—in  whisky  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  in  Eastern  Tennessee  and  in  North  Carolina  it  has  been  so  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  Moore  was  a  king-bee  among  that  class,  was  he  notf 

^fi«i£^*.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  ther^y  obtained  a  certain  amount  of  influence  with  that  ohax<aeter 
of  people  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chjjbman  : 
Question.  Did  ^ou  ever  know  a  republican  who  belonged  to  one  of  these  bands  t 
Answer,  No,  sir. 


HuNTSViLLB,  Alabama,  Odolber  10, 1871. 
SAMUJSL  HOBTON  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Where  do  you  live  f 
Answer.  In  Blount  County. 
Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  f 

Answer,  I  have  lived  there  some  thirteen  years,  until  the  last  ten  mouths,  when  they 
drove  me  out. 
Question.  What  is  your  age  f 
Answer.  Sixty-six  years  old. 
Question.  Of  what  State  are  you  a  native  f 

Answer,  1  was  bom  and  raised  in  South  Carolina,  in  Newbeny  Dlstriot. 
Qtt«8tum.  Bow  long  have  you  lived  in  Alabama? 
Ansu}er.  Thirteen  years. 

Question.  You  moved  thirteen  years  ago  to  Blount  County  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  there  during  the  war  T  r^  i 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Digiti,,^  by  GoOglc    * 
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QuetUoM*  Have  yoa  many  colored  people  in  that  ooanty  f 

AMwer,  Well,  there  is  right  smart  ia  places. 

QuesUofi,  Did  ybu  ever  see  any  of  this  Ka-Klux  Klaa  in  Blount  County  f 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  yon  first  see  them  f 

Answer.  It  was  in  Octoher  last ;  I  reckon  about  the  10th— -twelve  monchs  ago. 

Question,  How  many  did  you  see  then  T 

AMwer.  I  saw  four. 

Qnestioru  Were  they  disguiaedf 

Answer.  Tes,sir. 

Question.  On  foot  or  on  horsehack  t 

Answer.  On  foot 

Question.  How  were  they  diagoised  f 

Answer.  I  just  saw  them  through  a  crack  in  the  house.  Their  aprons  or  gowns  looked 
to  be  striped — black  and  white,  X  think. 

Quoi^ium.  Tou  had  heard  of  thou  before  that  I 

Ansfwer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  Often  t 

Antwer.  Tes,  sir.    Maybe  I  had  better  go  back,  and  tell  you  the  first  start  of  it. 

Question.  Goon. 

Answer.  Tou  recollect  when  the  United  States  court  sat  here  at  this  place,  and  Judge 
Bosteed  was  hero 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

QuesMon.  Some  two  years  ago  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  it  was.  I  was  summoned  here  to  attend  court.  I  left  home 
in  the  morning,  and  ^t  as  to  as  Ju^^  Hale's,  thirteen  miles  the  other  side  of  t^e  river, 
fhrael  put  up  and  staid  all  night.  Betore  I  laid  down,  two  of  them  came  in  and  sauntered 
araund  through  the  house,  and  talked  to  the  man  of  the  house  and  his  children  a  little  and 
went  o£t  Me  and  the  gentleman  of  the  house  sat  there  until  ten  o'clock  or  maybe  later, 
sod  he  told  a  couple  of  lads  there  to  go  into  the  other  room  and  kindle  a  fire  and  light 
the  candle  for  me  to  go  to  bed.  I  went  in,  and  we  sat  by  the  fire  awhile,  me  and  a 
emiple  of  chunks  of  boys.  One  of  them  remarked  to  me,  '*  We  had  as  well  lie  down : 
then  thnifls  will  be  back  here  directly.''  I  had  not  been  in  bed  twenty  minutes  until 
it  went  like  thirty  geese  all  around  the  outside  of  the  house,  making  with  their  bilk 
sod  coming  to  the  door, ''  HiUooI  Hilloo!"  The  boys,  them  chunks  of  lads,  said,  "  O, 
yes,  there  they  are."  One  remarked  to  the  other,  "  I  shan't  get  up."  The  other  says, 
^  Get  up ;  it  will  make  them  mad,  and  they  will  be  just  that  much  worse."  The  boys 
got  up  and  lit  the  lamp,  and  set  it  on  the  fire-board,  and  they  came  in  and  stooped 
about  with  their  gowns  on ;  stooped  down  so  they  could  just  cleverly  walk,  and  went 
about  over  the  m>u8e  stooping,  with  a  great  white  face  and  black-looking  beard,  as 
well  as  I  recollect,  when  they  twisted  their  mustaches.  One  was  black  and  the  other 
white.  One  stood  in  the  door:  the  others  sauntered  around  the  house.  At  last  they 
came  to  the  bed  and  asked  the  boys,  [in  a  thin  treble  voice,]  '^  Who  is  this  f  The  boys 
said  they  had  an  old  gentleman  staying  all  night  there.  He  said,  [in  a  thin  treble 
voice,]  ''  What  is  he  t"    Another  said,  [in  deep  bass,]  ^' A  damned  rad." 

By  the  Ohaibman  : 

Question.  That  means  radical  t 

AaMoer.  Yes,  sir.  This  time  I  began  to  feel  sort  o'  spotted.  I  didn't  even  have  a 
pocket-knife.  They  came  to  the  bed ;  one  came  to  the  root  and  the  other  to  the  head ; 
w^  the  one  at  the  foot  smelled  all  around  at  the  foot  of  the  bed,  and  he  si^^  [in  deep 
bass,]  "  He's  a  damned  old  rad."  The  other  one  said,  [in  sharp  treble,]  "  Is  he  fat  f" 
The  other  answered,  [in  bass,]  "  Yes."  The  other  said,  [in  treble,]  "  Well,  we'll  eat  him 
then ;  get  out  of  the  becl."  I  raised  on  my  elbow  and  says,  '^  Look  here,  gentlemen, 
you  wm  have  tolerably  tough  eating;  I  am  getting  tolerably  old  now,  and  it  looks  to 
me  hke  I  would  be  tolerable  tough  eating?'  They  ordered  me  again  to  get  up.  By 
this  time  the  holt  of  the  middle  ooor  flew  open,  and  the  man  of  uie  house  came  into 
tile  room.  He  says,  '^  Now,  look  here,  the  like  of  this  shan't  be  done  here."  They  said, 
"  By  God,  we'll  eat  you."  He  says,  "Well,  cut  in  on  me ;  but  when  travelers  puta  up, 
tbey  are  not  to  be  imposed  on."  They  jawed  awhile,  and  the  coarse-talking  one  says, 
Tin  baas,)  '*  Let's  go,"  and  they  jerked  out  of  the  door,  and  all  of  them  jumped  on  their 
nonet,  and  you  would  have  thought  there  was  a  hundred  whistles ;  they  jumped  on 
their  horses  and  they  went  ofL 

ByMr.  Bboe:  ' 
Ques^km.  Where  was  thatf 
Asmser.  Colonel  EUde^  old  stand. 

By  the Ceaibman:  ogi^zed  by GoOqIc 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  disguises  f  ^ 
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Anstoer,  They  had  horns  about  that  long,  [18  inches,]  and  they  had  long  ga>wtis, 
down  here,  [iUastrating.] 

QueaUon,  You  say  you  were  on  yonr  way  here  at  that  time  to  attend  conrt  as  a  grand 
juror  ? 

Afuwm'.  No,  sir ;  as  a  witness,  coming  here. 

QuestUm.  Jn  wliat  case  were  you  subpoenaed  as  a  witness  f 

Answer,  In  a  case  concerning  an  election  between  two  men  here  in  Blount. 

QueaHon,  Was  it  generaUy  mown  you  were  coming  here  as  a  witness  T 

Answer,  Well,  yes,  I  reckon ;  the  officer  had  been  down  in  our  settlement  summon- 
ing a  day  or  two,  and  I  reckon  they  saw  him  coming  down ;  I  can't  tell. 

QuesHan,  Was  it  a  case  of  contested  election  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  the  contest  between  a  radical  and  a  democrat  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

QtiestUm,  Do  you  recollect  for  what  office  it  was  f 

Anstoer,  Well,  the  man  that  was  elected  was  killed  between  here  and  Dalton.  I  can't 
recollect  his  name. 

Qtiestion,  Killed  by  whpm  f 

Answer,  I  can't  tell  you ;  I  wasn't  about. 

Question.  Was  it  said  that  he  was  Ku-Kluxed  t 

Answer,  1  think  that  was  the  opinion  of  the  thing. 

Question,  The  man  in  whose  favor  the  decision  was  made  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  was ;  well,  then  this  thing  died  out.  I  will  go  on  and 
state  to  you  about  the  balance  of  it.    This  court  business  died  out . 

Question,  Before  you  get  to  that,  state  where  Colonel  Hale's  house  is.  Is  it  in  Madi- 
son or  Blount  County  ? 

Answer,  I  don't  remember ;  it's  either  Blount  or  Morgan,  but  it's  yon  side  of  the  river, 
and  it's  right  in  the  comer.  It's  only  a  little  distance  into  either  one.  Well,  I  went 
home  from  court  here,  and  about  twelve  months  ago,  I  think,  as  well  as  I  can  recol- 
lect now,  they  rode  up,  four,  to  my  house,  that  is,  to  the  fence,  within  twenty  or  thirty 
steps  of  the  house.  They  lit  and  came  into  the  yard.  Brother  Hale  and  Brother  Heara 
were  there  all  night  with  me,  and  their  wives.  I  heard,  [in  treble,]  "  HiUoo !  hlUoo !" 
My  daughter  got  up  and  went  to  the  door  and  asked  them  what  they  wanted.  <<  O, 
nothing}  only  we  have  a  little  settlement  to  make  with  the  old  man  that  we'd  like  to 
make.'"  She  says,  "  You  will  riot  make  it  to-night."  "  What  t"  She  says,  "  He  has 
gone  ipom  home."  I  was  lying  in  bed ;  she  was  scared  to  death.  They  said,  ^  Where 
w  he  f  She  says,  "  I  think  he  went  to  Daniel  Murphy's."  "  Where's  that  f  "  About 
a  mile  and  a  half  from  here."  "Which  way  will  we  go  f  "Just  go  out  to  the  gate, 
and  take  that  trail,  and  it  will  carry  you  right  there.''  "  Very  well :  tell  the  old  man 
we  will  settle  with  him  in  a  few  days."  While  thej  was  talking,  I  could  have  put  my 
hands  through  the  cracks  and  pulled  off  two  of  their  caps,  but  my  wife  and  the  olrber 
women  beg^d  to  have  no  fuss,  and  I  held  still. 

Question.  How  many  rode  up  to  your  fence  t 

Answer,  Four. 

Question,  At  what  hour  of  the  night  was  it  I 

Answer,  Ten  o'clock,  I  reckon. 

Qtiestion,  Had  you  retired  to  bed  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  BucBiiEr : 
QuesHon,  Was  that  last  October  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  twelve  months  ago. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  who  any  of  these  parties  were  t 

Answer,  No^  sir ;  I  don't  know  timt  I  have. 

Question,  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  who  any  of  the  men  were  who  visited  you  at 
Colonel  Hale's  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  What  hour  of  the  night  was  it  when  they  came  to  Colonel  Hale's  9 

Answer,  That  was  between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock. 

Question.  Were  the  family  abed  f 

Answer,  Yea,  sir;  we  all  had  laid  down.  Me  and  the  man  of  the  house  had  beea 
sitting  up  talking  until  late;  it  was  between  11  and  \^,  I  reckon. 

Question,  Were  the  men  disguised  in  1870  in  the  same  way  thatTthey  were'  at  Hale's  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  pretty  much  the  same  garb. 

Question,  Did  those  men  who  spoke  to  your  daughter,  and  to  you,  talk  in  disgaised 
voices  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  just  as  I  talked  to  you  ;  Just  about  as  broken  as  I  talked  to  yen 
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jofii  now.  I  think  that  that  meeting  commenoed  at  6nm  Grove,  the  Friday  after  the 
second  Sunday  in  October. 

QuesiUm.  What  October  f 

Answer.  Last  October,  twelve  months  ago. 

QnegUom,  There  was  a  camp-meeting  held  there  f 

Afuwer.  Tes,  sir;  at Gnm  Grove.  Well,  on  Monday  night,  it  was  iast  after  candle- 
light service  oommenoed,  the  company  had  got  together  under  the  arbor,  and,  I  think, 
maybe  the  first  preacher  had  about  eot  through  what  he  was  going  to  say.  There 
waft  a  right  smart  stir-up,  and  he  was  just  about  to  come  down  m>m  the  stand  to  the 
altar,  and  the  whistle  went  "  Whew,  whew,  whew." 

Queaiion,  A  good  many  of  them  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir;  it  appeared  like  it  mought  have  been  fifty  of  them. 

QmegHon.  The  same  kind  of  whistles  you  had  heard  before  at  Colonel  Hale's  and  at 
year  house! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  directly  along  (a  pause)  bane,  (short  pause)  bang,  just  about 
that  Gut  apart.  The  preachers  all  just  dodged  out  ana  left.  The  candles  were  all  put 
out,  and  the  congregation  was  like  a  gang  of  partridges.    They  went  every  way. 

QmestUm.  Where  cud  this  shooting  appear  to  come  from  f 

Amswer.  From  the  east  side  of  the  camp-ground.  I  staitT  there.  I  thought  I  Would 
wait  until  the  stir  was  over,  and  then  go  to  ray  tent,  live  or  die.  I  looked  after  the 
preachers  as  they  went  out,  and  looked  around  and  the  ooneregation  was  all  gone.  It 
was  a  clear  light.    I  could  see  my  shanty  as  plain  as  I  see  that  book. 

Qitesticn.  Where  had  they  gone — ^to  their  tents  or  home  t 

Answer.  I  couldn't  find  them.  I  walked  to  my  tent  and  sat  down,  and  directly  twelve 
men  walked  up  and  began  to  talk  pretty  big,  and  remarked  to  me  they  believed  I  had 
stood.  Says  I,  "What  would  I  run  for  ?  There  would  be  no  use  in  running."  WeJl, 
they  turned  around,  talking  to  my  daughter,  and  one  of  them  says,  "  You  believe  that 
when  you  die  you  .will  go  to  Lakin  f"  **No,"  says  she,  "  I  don't  know."  "Oh,  yes, 
by  God,  you  do,"  he  says. 

QussUon.  Lakin  I  Who  do  you  refer  to  f 

Answer.  Lakin  was  our  presiding  elder. 

QnesUon.  Was  he  at  that  meeting  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  there. 

Question.  Had  he  preached  that  night  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  1  don't  think  he  preached  that  night. 

Qnestion.  Go  on  with  your  story. 

Answer.  "  Well,"  says  my  daughter,  **  why  don't  you  go  and  talk  to  Lakin  ?  Why 
don't  you  go  and  talk  to  Lakin  f '  And  says  he,  "  Oh,  by  God,  he  is  not  to  bo  found." 
"  How  do  you  know  f "  says  she.  He  says,  "  He  is  not,  without  he  is  in  your  tent." 
Says  sheu  "  He  is  not  there,  and  if  you  go  to  Brother  Bill  Anderson's  you  can  look  for 
him.''  "No^"  they  said,  "  he  can't  be  found."  They  said,  "  All  we  want  is  to  see  old 
LaMn,  and  if  we  do,"  says  he,  "  I'll  be  God  damned  if  he  ever  preaches  to  you  again. 
If  he  ever  undertakes  to  preach  here  again  he  will  land  in  hell  before  he  gets  it  done. 
Just  let  him  try  it."  Well,  I  believe  that  is  about  as  much  as  I  know  concerning  that 
scrape.  » 

Question.  You  saw,  upon  that  occasion,  only  about  twelve  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  between  ei^ht  and  twelve  around  my  fire. 

Question.  From  the  sound  of  the  whisUes,  how  many  did  you  think  there  were  actually 
abou^  there  T 

Question,  Brother  Jim  Hale's  wife's  tent  was  next  to  where  they  were,  and  she  said 
there  was  about  fifty,  and  from  the  firing  of  the  guns  as  they  went  off,  most  any  man 
would  have  thought  there  was  about  fifty. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Were  they  disguised? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  when  they  rode  off  they  were  hollering  and  shooting  and  cursing. 

By  theCHATHMAW: 

Question.  Did  you  see  them  then  t 

Answer,  Ko.  sir. 

Question.  Those  you  saw  were  disguised  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  had  pulled  off  their  garb  when  they  came  to  the  fire.  I  didn't 
see  any  disguises  at  that  time.  Just  before  the  shooting,  three  walked  around  the 
arbor  and  stood  against  the  posts  that  were  disguised. 

Question.  Did  you^know  any  of  those*  men  that  came  to  your  tent  and  wanted  to  find 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  xhey  live  in  that  neighborhood?  ^  j 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Digitized  by  vjOOQIC 

Question,  Have  you  any  objections  to  giving  their  names  ? 
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Atm^r.  Well,  I  would  rather  not  yet,  because,  I  will  tell  you,  I  can't  etay  there,  nor 
ain't  going  to.  I  am  not  going  back  among  them.  Now,  let  me  finUb*  About  a  week 
or  ten  days  after  that  thev  eot  so  hot  agamst  me  and  my  folks  I  coQcluded  we  would 
move  back  to  €kK>rgia,  and  &ed  up.  My  son  lived  about  two  milee  and  a  half  or  three, 
on  that  road,  and  we  went  on  that  far  the  first  day.  That  night,  just  after  we  had  laid 
down,  at  9  or  10  o'clock,  they  sat  there  talking,  and  up  rides  something  to  the  door,  (in 
shrill  treble,)  '^  Hilloo  I  hiUoo  I  Open  the  door/'  Well,  they  came  in.  I  still  laid  in  Uie 
bed  for  some  time.  At  last  they  ordered  me  up,  and  my  son  begged  me.  and  the  &unily 
all  begged  me  to  get  up.  I  got  up  jast  to  satisfy  them.  *'  wSSl  out  I''  '*  No,  I  shan't 
walk  out."  They  all  still  b^ged  me  to  come  out,  and  I  went  out  and  went  off  from 
the  house  with  them,  I  reckon  thirty  steps,  and  they  asked  me  several  questions.  I 
told  them  that  it  was  an  arrant  li^  and  everybody  knows  it's  a  lie. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Qu49tUm,  State  the  questions  they  asked  you.  It  will  save  time  herea&er  in  the  cross- 
examination. 

AuBVoer.  In  the  time  of  the  camp-meeting  m^  son's  wife  lost  a  baby,  and  people  said 
it  had  a  perfect  case  over  its  face,  and  horns  just  like  the  Ku-Klnx.  Well,  you  see, 
they  had  packed  that  on  me,  and  I  didn't  take  it,  because  I  never  looked  at  it.  Tbey 
talked  on  awhUe,  and  one  of  them  says :  ''God  damn  you,  don't  you  think  you  ought 
to  be  whipped  a  little  about  that?"  I  says,  ''Well,  I  don't  know,  that  is  with  you."  He 
says,  (in  thm  treble,)  "  Well,  I  think  you  ought  to."  He  got  him  a  hickory ;  I  suppose 
it  was  3  feet  long.  At  that  my  son  stepped  in  between  him  and  me.  I  says,  "  Go  away : 
let  Mm  hit  me ;  let  him  stris:e  me  one  lick."  Well,  he  turned  ronnd  and  round,  and 
wavered  the  Switch  over  me  a  whUe.  At  last  he  concluded  he  wouldn^t  whip  me  if 
I  would  leave  the  countoy,  and  go  off. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QwsHon,  When  was  that  t 

Answer,  About  twelve  months  ago. 

Question,  Soon  after  this  camp-meeting  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  within  eight  or  ten  days. 

Qtceatum.  How  many  men  visited  yon  that  night  f 

Answer,  Four? 

Qu^Han,  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  they  arms  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  had  pistols ;  lots  of  them^ 

QuestUm.  You  were  then  on  the  way  to  Greorgia  ? 

Answer,  Yes.  sir. 

QnesUon,  Did  you  go  to  Georgia  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  eot  back  about  three  weeks  ago.    I  fetched  my  fiunily. 

QwsHon.  Have  you  oeen  living  in  Blount  County  since  you  got  back  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Where  you  formerly  lived  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Right  at  the  same  place  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  right  at  the  same  ^lace. 

Question,  Have  they  disturbed  you  since  you  came  back? 

Answer*  Yes,  sir ;  a  gentleman  rode  up  about  ten  or  fifteen  days  after  I  came  and  told 
me  a  man  told  him  that  evening  that  I  should  not  stay  there.  I  didn't  give  him  no 
answer.  I  said,  I  expected  to  attend  to  my  own  business,  and  I  am  in  liopes  other 
people  will.  He  says,  "  Well,  he  told  me  to  tell  you."  I  says,  "  Copeland,  who  was  he  ?  ** 
He  says,  "He  told  me  to  use  no  names,"  and  he  went  oS,  I  believe  ^lat  ends  about 
the  length  of  what  I  know  of  scrapes  in  any  way. 

Qwestwn,  What  pique  had  these  Ku-Klux  against  yon  ? 

Answer,  Well,  that  scrape  was  because  I  had  said  this  child  had  on  a  false  fiE|ce. 

Question,  Becaase  you  had  said  this  child  of  your  son's  wife  had  on  a  false  f^^ee  ? 

Answer,  I  said  Jake  Dines  told  me  it  had,  and  Doctor  Coker. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Qu/estian.  Where  does  he  live  ? 
Answer,  Bight  at  Sully. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Questi»n,  What  did  Doctor  Coker  teU  you  ? 

Answer,  They  both  said  it  had  that  kind  of  fftoe. 

Qtiestum.  What  kind  of  face,  a  Ku-Klux  &ce? 

Answer,  Yes ;  and  Dines  begged  me  to  go  in  and  look  at  it,  and  said  thai  it  had  % 
Ku-Elux  £ftce  on.  I  told  him Twouldn't ;  that  there  wasn't  enough  money  to  hire  me 
to  look  at  it.  ^ 
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Q^MHom.  Did  tii^  Mty  it  had  honiBt 

Awwer.  Tes.  sir;  abont  that  long,  (fiDger-loDgth.) 

Qmmtim*  What  other  8igi»  of  Kn-Klax  had  it  f 

Answer.  I  don't  remember.  Doctor  Goker  and  Mr.  Jake  Dines  both  saw  it.  Doctor 
Ooker  tells  Dines  it  was  that  sort,  and  then  Dines  went  down  and  looked  at  it,  and  then 
Dines  told  me.    Him  and  Coker  both  pronounced  it  a  Kn-Klux.  , 

Qmestion.  How  lon^  did  the  child  live  after  its  birth  T 

Answer.  I  don't  think  it  ever  drawed  a  breath. 

QuesUon.  It  was  regarded  as  a  monstrosity  f 

Answer^  Tes,  sir. 

QnestUm.  Was  it  the  general  belief  that  snch  a  child  had  been  bom  t 

^fwirer.  Yes,  sir. 

QnesHon,  How  many  people  hare  yon  ever  heard  speak  of  it  f  ' 

Answer.  Oh,  it  was  wken  on  the  oamp-gronnd,  and  all  the  oamp-meeting  saw  it. 

Question.  Did  anybody  tell  you  the  fact  that  such  a  child  had  been  bom  with  such 
marks  on  it  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  few  did,  but  I  don't  remember. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Questiou.  These  four  men  who  came  to  whip  you  had  heard  of  itf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  firom  the  way  they  talked  to  me  they  had. 

Question.  Are  there  any  other  times  when  you  have  seen  any  Ku-Klux  in  that 
county  t 

Mmoer.  No;  I  think  that  is  about  aU  the  times  I  have  seen  any. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  ridioff  through  the  county  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir;  I  heard  of  thirty-odd  being  out  last  Friday  night. 

QuesUon,  Where  were  they  seen  f 

Answer.  .Part  of  them  were  seen  close  to  where  I  live,  and  part  of  them  were  seen  at 
BrooksviUe. 

Question.  Both  places  in  Blount  County  T 

Answer.  Ye^  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  commit  any  outrages  upon  anyone? 

Answer.  Well,  it  was  said  that  they  whipped  a  woman  named  Sina  MoKinney.  It 
was  reported  they  had  whipped  her  desperatel  v,  and  ordered  her  to  leave  t^iere.  They 
went  on  to  Garland  Smith's,  and  sent  ms  son  down  to  tell  her  she  had  better  go  away. 

Question.  What  pretext  was  assigned  Ibr  whipping  that  woman  Y 

Answer.  Well,  it  was  thought  she  wasn't  keeping  a  nice  house,  I  believe,  by  them,  I 
reckon.    I  thins  that  was  their  excuse. 

Question.  What  information  did  you  receive  in re^rd  to  the  other  outrage? 

Answer.  At  BrooksviUe  Y  Well,  brother  Hall  told  me  that  some  persons  were  there 
when  they  came  on  through  the  little  town. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  pereons  being  whipped  about  your  a^ghbor- 
boodt 

Answer.  No ;  not  to  say  I  know  them— I  don't. 

Question.  Have  any  other  members  of  your  fiamily  ever  been  troubled  by  the  Ku- 
Klnxt 

Answer.  Well,  he  is  here ;  he  will  come  in  before  yon,  I  reckon,  and  can  tell  you. 

Question.  To  whom  do  you  refer! 

Answer.  My  son.    He  is  here  himself,  at  the  door,  ready  to  come  in,  when  he  gets  a 


Question.  You  spoke  of  Mr.  Lakin.    Is  he  known  pretty  generally  in  Blount  County  T 
Answer.  He  was  presiding  elder  there  two  years.    He  is  a  northern  man. 
Question.  Did  he  nave  a  number  of  churches  there  T 
Answer.  Yes  ^  he  did  have,  until  they  broke  them  all  up. 

By  the  Chaibman: 
Question.  Who  didt 

Answer.  These  Ku-Elux ;  and  preachers  is  afiraid  to  preach  there— 'that  is  the  old-side 
Metiiodist. 

Question.  Do  you  refer  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  North  f  » 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  are  great  objections  made  to  that  religious  organization  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

ByMr.  Bucklby: 
Question.  You  had  a  good  many  congregations  belonging  to  that  church,  had  you  not, 
intbatxecionof  theStatef 
AnswerrYeSy  sir;  in  Bloxmt— 0,  yes.  C^r\r\n]i> 

Question.  Have  the  preachers  aU  been  driven  off?  digitized  by  ^^UUg  IL 

Answer.  Pretty  much. 
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Question.  Mr.  Lakin  was  regarded  with  favor,  was  lie  not,  by  the  members  of  his 
church,  over  there? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  Lakin  is  as  fine  a  man;  if  there  is  any  Christian  on  earth,  he  is 
ODe. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  anything  derogatory  to  his  character  as  a  Christian 
minis^r  T 

Answer,  Never  on  earth. 

Question,  Was  he  thought  a  good  deal  of  by  his  people  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  by  everybody. 

By  the  Chairman:  * 

Question,  Except  the  Ku-Klux  t 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir:  I  thiuk  I  understood  him  to  say  that  he  had  been  presiding 
elder  thirty-five  years ;  and  I  have  heard  him  tell  what  age  he  was  when  he  com- 
meuced  preaching. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
'  Question,  At  the  time  of  the  camp-meeting,  did  they  make  inquiries  for  Mr.  Lakin 
when  these  men  rode  up  there  f 

Answer,  They  never  ix>de  inside  of  the  fence.    The  encampment  is  fenced  in. 

Question,  But  at  your  tent  they  made  inquiries  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir, 

Question.  You  said  three  dis^ised  men  came  up  under  the  arbor  T 

Answer,  No,  sir;  the  arbor  is  on  posts,  and  they  kept  on  the  dark  side  and  sallied 
clear  around. 

Question,  Was  he  in  the  pulpit  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  preached  at  three  o'clock,  and  had  not  come  out  again. 

Question,  Have  you  reason  to  think  they  were  looking  for  him  f 

Answer,  O,  yes ;  there  is  no  doubt  of  it. 

Question,  But  he  was  not  there  that  night  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  he  was  not  there. 

Question^  Did  you  say  this  child  was  brought  down  to  the  camp-ground  ? 

Answer,  It  was  taken  by,  and  carried  out  to  where  they  buried  it. 

Question.  What  time  was  it  bom  f 

Answer,  It  was  bom  on  Saturday  night,  I  think,  a  little  before  day.  It  may  have 
been  Sunday  morning,  but  I  think  it  was  bom  between  midnight  and  day,  and  buried* 
Sunday  evening,  late. 

By  the  Chatrman  : 

Question.  Were  there  many  white  republicans  in  Blount  County  besides  yourself  t 

Answer,  Well,  there  were  right  smart. 

QuesUon,  Were  they  men  from  the  South  or  from  the  North  f 

Answer,  They  were  men  that  were  raised  there. 

Question,  Was  there  any  persecution  of  these  men  who  voted  the  republican  ticket. 
bytheKu-Kluxt 

Answer,  WeU,  if  that  was  not  what  set  them  on  me,  I  can't  tell  what  it  was. 

Question,  Did  the^  maltreat  the  negroes  ? 

Answer,  It  was  said  that  they  had  at  some  precincts,  but  I  don't  know  whether  that 
is  so. 

Q^estion.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  them  taking  from  the  negroes  their  arms — their  gunsf 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  negroes  were  intimidated  and  prevented  from 
voting  ? 

Answer.  O !  yes ;  that  could  have  been  seen  by  a  man  with  a  half  eye. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
QuesHon.  What  is  your  age? 
Answer.  Sixty-six  years  old. 

QjMStion.  You  Uvea  in  Blount  County  during  the  war  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QnesiUm.  A  good  many  old  Union  people  live  there  t 
Answer.  A  few. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  They  never  hit  you ;  nobody  ever  hit  you? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 
^  (Question.  And  never  took  you  out  of  your  house  except  to  ask  you  as  to  that  Kn-Klnx 

nswer.  That  was  at  my  son's  house;  not  at  my  hons«.    Digitized  by  vjOOQ IC 
estUm,  Thay  called  you  out  to  ask  you  about  that  ? 
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AnsKtr.  Tee,  sir ;  they  called  me  oat,  and  made  me  come  out. 

Quesium,  Yoa  told  them  what  you  had  heard  aboat  it ;  you  had  never  looked  at  it 
youxsein 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Que^ioiu  Your  camp  was  inclosed  at  the  camp-grotmd  T 

Ausver,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  The^  never  went  inside  with  the  horses  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  they  fetched  any  horses  in. 

QuesUan,  Did  they  shoot  inside  of  it  f 

Answer,  The  first  three  guns  was,  I  think,  fired  inside  of  the  fence.  I  conldn't  see 
Uiexoy  bat  from  the  report,  and  where  I  sat  under  the  arbor,  I  took  it  in  my  own  opinion 
that  they  were  at  the  fence,  or  inside  of  it. 

Question,  When  they  came  to  your  tent  they  were  not  disguised  at  all? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  see  them,  when  they  rode  up,  to  know  whether  they  were  dis- 
gouedt 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  never  went  after  them  to  see  about  it. 

Qu^tion,  Anybody  could  have  come  and  seen  them  and  known  them  as  well  as  you, 
if  uiey  had  chosen  to  look  at  them'T 

Answer,  O,  yee. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  the  men  who  shot  off  the  gnns  were  disguised  or 

DOtt 

Answer,  No,  I  do  not. 

QueeUon,  What  is  the  county-seat  of  Blount  f 

Answer.  Blonntsville. 

Queetion,  You  don't  remember  the  election  concerning  which  you  came  here  as  a  wit- 
ness when  you  first  saw  the  Ku-Klux,  when  Busteed  was  holding  court  here  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  don't. 

Question,  Were  you  examined  as  a  witness  here  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  not  remember  what  you  testified  about? 

Answo".  Well,  Hinds.  I  think  the  fellow's  name  was  that  contested  the  election,  he 
had  me  snmmon^,  and  that  was  pretty  much  like  it  is  here  now ;  it  was  to  know  what 
I  know  about  these  Eu-KIux,  and  what  had  been  said. 

Question.  You  had  never  seen  any  until  that  night  when  you  were  coming  on? 
.  Answer.  No.  sir ;  not  uutU  that  night. 

Question.  Tnen  you  saw  three  fellows  ? 

Answ^.  Yes,  sir ;  two  coming  in  the  hoilse,  and  one  at  the  door. 

Question,  You  were  summoned  at  a  venture  to  know  what  you  knew  abont  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  had  any  fusses  with  your  neighbors  about  business,  or  any  qnar- 
rels  with  them  lately^ 

Answer.  No,  I  haven't. 

Question,  Did  none  of  them  ever  make  any  prosecutions  against  you  in  court  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question,  For  what? 

Answer,  Well,  they  said  I  was  one  night  with  the  anti-Eu-Elux  riding  about ;  but 
they  might  have  known  that  a  man  of  my  age  would  not  do  that. 

Question,  What  did  they  say  you  were  doing? 

Answer,  This  Campbell's  wife  that  Dunn  killed  swore  that  I  was  with  them,  and 
after  me  and  Campbell  came  back  I  drawed  a  stick  over  her,  and  swore  that  I  wonld 
kill  her  if  she  ever  told  that. 

Question,  Did  Campbell's  wife  swear  that  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.^  Did  they  indict  you  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  When? 

Answer,  That  has  been  about  two  years  ago,  I  reckon. 

Question,  How  many  more  were  indicted  at  the  time  you  were  indioted  ? 

Answer,  God  knows ;  they  said  a  bushel-basket  full  of  true  bills. 

Question.  Before  what  Judge  ? 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  Jud^e  Haralson. 

Qusstum,  Jud^of  the  circuit  court? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  He  was  a  republican  ? 

Answer,  I  don't  know. 

QuesUou,  Axe  your  grand  jurors  generally  republicans  ? 

Answer,  NOjSir ;  I tnink not.  /^  i 

Question,  Who  was  your  district  attorney  ?    Who  prosecuted  y,Oii^  by  VjOOQIC 

Answer,  Judge  Haralson,  I  think. 
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Question.  Does  he  live  in  Blount  County  f 

Jnnoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  At  Blountsville  T 

Answer,  Tes,  sir. 

Question,  What  is  his  first  name  f 

Answer,  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Is  he  there  now  T 

Ansufer,  Tes,  sir ;  State's  attorney,  or  connty  solicitor,  or  aomething ;  I  donH  remember 
now. 

Question,  What  did  he  say  yon  had  been  doing  when  yon  were  oat  on  thi^  n»d  f 

Answer,  Well,  they  aeonsed  Campbell  of  going  «nd  ordering  some  two  or  three  or 
four  of  his  neighbors  to  quit  wearing  their  garb,  or  else  they  would  have  to  quit  the 
country. 

Question,  And  accused  yon  of  being  along  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  Campbell  killed  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Howf    On  one  of  these  raids  f 

Answer,  No ;  I  was  not  there.  Report  says,  and  Dunn  said  himself  he  killed  him. 
He  just  went  to  Blountsville  an4  gave  up.  There  never  was  a  thing  done  with  him, 
and  never  was  fined  in  any  shape  or  form. 

Question,  How  did  Campbell's  wife  come  to  swear  against  you  f 

Answer,  I  can't  tell. 

Question.  Was  not  Campbell  a  friend  of  yours  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QumHon,  When  she  said  yon  drew  the  stick  over  her  head,  what  did  she  say  yon 
wanted  to  keep  her  from  telling  f 

Answer,  That  I  wanted  to  keep  her  from  telling  that  we  were  riding. 

Question,  And  she  threatened  to  tell  t 

Answer,  She  had  told.  She  swore  in  the  grand  jury  room,  and  that  is  tilie  way  tbey 
got  a  true  bill  against  me. 

Question,  Did  you  farm  there  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  much  T 

Answer,  I  own  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  I  suppose  twenty-five  or  thirty  of  it 
was  cleared  land. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  read  the  indictment  against  you  to  know  what  was  in  it  T 

Answer,  No. 

Question,  Why  did  yon  not  read  it;  can  yon  not  readf 

Answer.  Well,  I  suppose  I  could,  but  I  didn't  do  it. 

Question.  You  know  whether  you  can  read  or  not  T 

Answer,  I  suppose  I  could. 

Question,  Could  you  have  read  it  f 

Answer,  I  can  read  some  handwrites,  and  some  I  can't. 

Question,  You  never  looked  at  itf 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

QuesOion.  Never  got  anybody  to  read  it  to  you  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  ' 

Question,  Who  was  your  lawyer  t 

Answer,  I  didnt  have  any. 

Question,  Was  that  the  only  indictment  they  ever  found  against  youf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Of  any  sort? 

Answer,  Of  any  sort. 

Question,  And  the  only  fuss  you  ever  got  into  with  your  neighbors  f  ' 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  is  about  two  years  ago  T 

Answer,  Two  years,  I  think,  about  in  all. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Were  you  tried  on  that  indictment  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  became  of  it  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  g»ve  security,  and  the  foreman  on  the  bond  became  dissatisfied,  and 
he  raised  a  fuss  and  kicked  up,  and  I  thoucht  I  saw  what  thev  were  after.  There  has 
been  a  few  men  taken  out  of  that  jail  and  hung,  and  I  concluded  this  iMe  the  time 
they  had  fixed  up  to  trap  me,  and  I  didn't  intend  to  go  in,  and  I  Just  irave  them  nn 
what  1  Iiad  and  left.  •»        o  ^v 

^^t^'o^^  ^ShSton*^^^  ^^^  property  to  f  ^,^^,^^^  ^y  GoOglc 
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(jueiHon.  Was  he  your  surety  t 

Antwer,  Not  until  after  Diuos  kicked  up. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
QuttlknL  When  were  these  men  taken  out  of  the  jail  and  hanged  f 
Antwer.  About  four  or  five  years  ago  there  was  one  taken  out.    They  took  him  out 
sboat  a  mile  and  a  half  from  town  and  hun^  him.;  and  the  people  told  me  that  there 
vas  one  taken  oat  last  Christmas  eve,  and  hong;  and  shot,  and  dragged  about  over  the 
road  ontil  ho  was  as  muddy  as  a  hog. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QwsHon,  Ton  said  yon  were  indicted  fbr  being  an  anti-Eu-Klnx  f 
Ameer,  That  was  what  was  alleged. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Quettum.  Did  you  run  off? 
Antwer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  run. 
Quesiifm.  You  gave  up  what  you  had  f 
Antwer.  I  gave  George  Sheltun  enough  to  satisfy  the  bond,  and  took  the  rest  and 

"W6Tlt  off. 

Qnetiion.  Yon  did  not  run  f 

Antwer.  No. 

QnetHon.  Yon  made  fast  walking? 

Antwer,  I  drove  pretty  peert. 

Qnetiion,  Yon  made  the  horses  run  t 

Antw^.  If  you  had  known  that  two  or  three  men  were  after  yon  wrapped  in  scarlet 
yon  vonldnt  have  sf aid  there. 

Qnettiim,  And  yon  went  off  at  the  time  you  gave  up  the  property  f 

Antwer.  O.  no;  I  never  went  off  until  after  October— about  twelve  months  ago. 

Qnettion,  When  you  went  off  di'd  you  give  up  what  property  yon  had  to  pay  the  bond  f 
Wag  Jake  Dines /your  surety  first  f 

Antwer,  Yes,  sir.  , 

Quettwn.  Jake  got  dissatisfied,  and  yon  got  somebody  else  to  go  surety  f 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir.    Then  I  got  George  Shelton  to  go  and  settle  the  bond  off,  and  gave 
wm  property  enough  to  satisfy  him. 

QnetHon.  So  yon  confessed  judgment  f 

Antwer.  No.  » 

Qnettion.  How  was  the  hond  satisfied  t 

Antwer.  I  never  knew  much  about  it,  but  just  left  the  State  and  left  him  to  pay  the 
bond.    He  went  on  the  second  bond  with  me. 

QnettioH.  And  yon  went  off  and  left  the  State  and  let  judgment  go  against  yoaf 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qnettion,  And  left  property  enough  with  George  Shelton  to  pay  the  judgment? 

Antwer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qnettion,  And  went  off  to  Georgia  f 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qnettion,  And  staid  until  three  or  four  weeks  ago  f 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qnettion.  And  the  thing  was  settled  up  and  yon  came  backf 

Antwer.  They  say  it  is  not  settled  up  yet. 

Qnettion.  And  yon  are  not  going  to  stay  there  any  longer  f 

Antwer.  I  haven't  said  I  would  go  away. 

Qnettion.  What  did  you  say  t 

Antwer.  1  had  orders  to  leave. 

Qnettion.  I  understood  yon  to  say  yon  were  going  away  t 

Antwer,  I  said,  unless  something  was  done  for  the  settlement  people,  I  wouldn't 
foback. 

By  the  Chairmax  : 
QuesHon,  Was  that  a  false  charge  in  the  indictment  f 
Antwer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuettUm.  Were  you  afraid  that  yon  could  not  have  a  fair  trial  among  your  people  f 
twicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qutttion.  Were  they  hostile  to  ^ou  because  you  were  a  radical  and  anti-Ku-KIuxf 
Antwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qwettitm.  Yoa  did  not  think  yon  could  have  a  fair  trial  f 
Anmeer.  No,  *. 

By  Mr.  Burnt :  r^  i 

QnatUm.  Coald  yon  not  have  got  a  change  of  venue!  Digitized  by  CjOOQIc 

47  A 
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Answer,  It  was  said  it  was  changed.  I  asked  to  have  it  at  SammerriUe,  but  it  never 
went. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  see  a  itian  nuder  indictment  who  boliered  that  he  got  ftdr 
ph»yf 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Haralson  was  the  man  who  ran  against  Judge  Dox  for  Congress  f 

Answer,  He  run,  I  believe. 

Question,  Was  be  not  a  good  enough  radical  f 

Answer,  He  might  be  a  good  enough  radical.    I  didn't  say  atirthing  about  the  judge. 

Question.  He  was  the  Judge  before  whom  you  were  to  be  tried  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  kuew  him  when  he  was  only  eighteen  months  old.  We  lired 
together  many  years  ago  in  Georgia. 

By  the  Chairman: 

QuesHon.  Were  yon  afraid  of  Kn-Klux  on  the  Jury  f 

Anstver.  Yes. 

Question,  Did  the  Eu-Klux,  who  came  to  your  son's  honse,  and  called  you  out,  appear 
to  be  angry  because  the  report  had  gotten  abroad  that  a  child  had  been  bom  lately 
with  a  Ku-Klox  disguise  f  * 

Answar.  Yes,,  sir.  From  the  run  of  their  discourse  to  me  I  took  it  that  that  was  their 
spite  tkey  had  at  me  for  that  night's  work. 


HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  October  10, 1871. 

BENJAMIN  HORTON  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairhan  : 

Question,  Where  do  you  live  f 

Answer,  I  live  in  Blouiit  County  t  • 

Question,  How  long  have  you  lived  there  T 

Answer,  Going  on  thirteen  years. 

Question,  Have  you  not  been  absent  at  any  time  during  that  period  f    ^ 

Answer,  I  haven't  been  absent  but  six  months  during  that  time. 

Question,  Are  you  a  man  of  family  f 

Answer,  I  have  a  wife. 

Question,  Were  you  in  the  army  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  in  the  army  six  months.  ^ 

Question.  Wbioh  army  f 

Answer,  Roddy's  command— the  rebel  army. 

Question,  State  if  you  are  the  son  of  Samuel  Horton  f 

Answer,  les,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  at  a  camp-meeting  at  Gum  Grove  in  October,  1870  f 

Answer,  I  was  there  part  of  the  time. 

Question,  Did  your  wife  have  a  child  about  the  time  of  that  camp-meeting  f 

Anstver,  Yes,  sir ;  the  Sunday  morning  of  the  camp-meeting. 

Question,  You  may  describe  that  chila  to  the  committee. 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  it  was  bom.    It  had  something  that  looked  like  a  false  skull  over 
its  face,  and  little  knobs  like  ^'on  have  seen  on  little  yearlings,  or  little  horns  on  both 
sides  up  here,  [on  the  forehead,]  and  it  had  some  stripes  around  its  arms. 
V   Question,  Were  there  any  other  peculiar  marks  that  you  rememl>er  f 

Answer,  Not  that  1  noticed. 

Question,  How  was  its  head  shaped  f 

Answer,  Just  like  a  man's  head — like  any  one^ — chin  and  nose,  and  mouth  and  eyes, 
and  all. 

Question,  Had  your  wife  ever  seen  the  Ku-Klux  in  disgdise  at  that  time  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  passed  my  house  every  night;  every  Weduesdi^  and  Thurs- 
day night. 

Question,  For  how  many  weeks  f 

Answer,  It  had  been  for  months. 

Question,  Had  your  wife  seen  them  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Had  she  been  alarmed  by  them  f 

Answer.  No.  sir ;  they  came  up  to  the  door,  and  pushed  the  door  open^ 

Question,  When  she  was  in  the  family  way  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  far  was  she  advanced  in  pregnancy  when  they  pushed  th«  door  opeti  f 

Anstcer,  Between  four  and  five  months,  ^ 
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Qutg^M,  Waa  she  aloue,  <Hr  were  yoa  at  borne  ? 
Jnswcr,  I  was  at  home. 
i^egti<m.  What  did  they  come  for  f 

AnsuHT,  1  don't  kuow  that  they  had  any  bnamess;  they  never  mentioned  any.  They 
just  pushed  the  door  open. 
Question,  Did  it  create  a  fright  in  her  f 

Anmtr,  Well,  she  was  trembling  rig'ht  sibarp ;  she  was  scared. 
Quation,  Kow  tell  ns  h6w  this  child  compared  in  appearance  with  the  Kn-Eloz  in 

JiiMPer.  Well,  just  to  look  at  the  men  it  looked  pretty  much  that  way,  all  to  the 
marks  on  the  face  and  around  the  mouth  and  all.  It  had  red  around  its  eyes,  and  the 
boms  or  lumps  here  on  the  forehead,  and  all  imitated  the  Ku-Klnx  pretty  smart. 

QiKs/um.  You  may  state  if  the  forehead  of  the  child  was  flat  and  square,  and  about 
perpendicular. 

Awwer,  I  never  saw  the  forehead  of  it.  That  I  was  telling  you  was  right  orer  the 
forehead ;  and  several  of  the  people  there  felt  tbe  ehild^s  forehead  on  top  there.  I  belurd 
several  say  it  was  a  flat  forehead. 

Qnmlum,  Did  tbey  say  it  was  a  tall  forehead  t 

^wirar.  I  don't  remember. 

'QuHion.  This  was  a  substance  like  a  veil  that  fe^  down  over  the  forehead  f 

Ammer.  Yes^  sir ;  you  oould  oatch  bold  of  it  and  move  it  any  way  you  wonted  to. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
(stttum.  Was  there  anything  like  a  fringe  around  the  side  of  the  £Etoe  of  this  same 
rabstSDce  as  on  the  forehead  f 
AuwT.  Not  that  I  noticed. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

(iitetHion,  Were  the  eyes  and  mouth  smaller  than  those  of  an  ordinary  child  f 

Aumcer,  It«  eyes  were  small :  its  mouth,  I  think,  was  about  as  large  as  usual. 

QiKftiofi.  Was  there  much  of  a  nose  f 

AiswtT,  Yes,  sir ;  it  had  a  plain  nose. 

^(ioR.  Was  the  face  flat  f  .  • 

Ajower.  It  was  just  like  any  face,  bat  flat  and  sort  o'  dished. 

Qieatioii.  Did  you  notice  that  the  chin  sloped  off  on  a  lina  with  the  body  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never,  in  fact,  examined  the  child  closely.  I  felt  badly,  and  never 
examined  closely.     I  heard  several  say  it  had.  « 

Question.  Did  you  notice  whether  there  was  a  red  mark  on  the  neck  f 

Antwer,  There  were  red  marks  on  the  neck,  around  the  arms,  and  on  the  legs,  right 
down  here.  [Illustrating.] 

Question.  State  whether  the  body  of  the  child  was  taken  on  the  camp-ground  and 
exhibited  to  the  people  there. 

Answer.  It  was  taKen  there,  and  the  coffin  opened,  and  two  hundred,  I  reckon,  saw 
it.  It  was  laid  out  in  view. 

Question.  Were  there  a  thousand  people  attending  that  meeting  f 

Answer.  There  were  between  three  and  four  hundred,  I  should  say,  attending  the 
iwctijjg. 

Question,  How  came  it  to  be  taken  to  the  eamp-ground  f 

Anwer,  Well,  the  old  man,  my  £ather-in-law,  wanted  to  take  it  by  the  camp-ground 
•0  tlMit  everybody  might  see  it  with  their  own  eyes.  About  seventy-five  or  a  hundred 
vent  from  the  camp-ground  to  my  house  to  see  the  child  when  the  doctor  stated  it 
^as  a  Ku-Klnx."  There  were  seventy-five  to  a  hundred  men  and  women  together  went 
to  my  house  to  see  the  child,  and  in  going  to  the  grave-yard  we  carried  it  by  the  camp- 
groond  to  show  it  to  the  eyes  of  all. 

QuesHon,  Did  there  seem  to  be  a  general  curiosity  to  see  it  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  very  much  so. 

Question,  Was  the  child  bom  dead  f 

Answer.  Te6,  sir,  bom  dead. 

QuetHiim.  Was  your  wife  a  member  of  the  Metbodist  eburoh  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  8tate  whether  you  had  been  forced  into  the  Ku-Kluz  ranks  yourseH 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Qiustion.  Did  yon  ever  join  the  Kp-Klux  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qnestion,  Was  there  such  an  order  or  organization  as  the  Ku-Klox  generally  scattered 
thruagh  your  county  of  Blount  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  very  much  so. 

Question,  How  did  they  express  themselves  when  this  child  was  bom,  and  it  was 
geneaUy  Doteed  about  that  it  resembled  the  Ku-Kluxf  Did  it  give  them  great 
efieoae ;  were  they  mad  about  it  T  ^ 
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Jntncer,  They  seemed  to  be.    They  seemed  very  mad  aboat  it. 

Question.  Did  these  Ku-Klux  ever  molest  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuMiion.  Wheuf 

Answer.  In  December. 

Question.  Last  December  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sirj  the  19th,  on  Friday  night. 
Quesiioiti.  State  the  particulars  to  the  committee. 

Answer,  First,  my  father  iixed  to  move  from  Alabama ;  he  came  as  far  as  my  house 
OD  Saturday  uight  to  stay  all  uighty  and  take  a  start  Suuday  momiug ;  aud  while  he 
w«B  there  there  came  four  Ku-^Klux  to  my  house  aud  took  the  old  mau  aud  me  both  out, 
aud  talked  to  me  about  the  child ;  that  I  had  stated  it  was  a  Ku-Klux,  and  why  it  was 
called  that,  aud  why  I  allowed  it  to  be  called  that.  I  told  them  I  could  uot  lielp  that ; 
that  the  doctor  pronounced  that  himself  when  it  was  born  ;  that  he  was  the  man  to 
look  to.  They  took  the  old  man  out  aud  was  going  to  mob  him.  They  got  a  withe 
or  ohesaut  switch,  between  three  and  four  feet  lon^,  to  whip  the  old  man,  and  I  caught 
the  one  that  got  the  hickory  aud  I  steppe<l  up  behiud  him ;  I  was  standing  beside  him 
aud  caught  the  hickory ;  I  catched  him  by  the  arm  aud  pushed  him  in  the  road  and 
told  him  if  anybody  was  to  be  whipped  I  would  rather  taike  it  than  my  daddy ;  that 
he  had  raised  me,  aud  I  wanted  to  take  all  the  whipping,  and  that  he  would  have  te 
whip  or  kill  me  if  he  wanted  to  whip  him.  He  'low'd  be  Qould  do  it  if  I  would  Ho 
down.  I  told  him  I  would  take  it  staudiug  up,  uot  lying  down.  He  didn't  whip  or  strike 
me,  but  just  kept  contending  chat  he  should  get  hold  of  the  old  man ;  but  he  never  bit 
the  old  mau  nor  me  either.  Then  there  was  me  aud  the  old  nuui  and  the  four  women^ 
my  wife  and  two  sisters-in-law,  aud  one  sister,  that  were  there.  The  Ku-Klux  went  off 
tliat  ui^ht. 

Question.  Were  they  mounted  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  see  whether  they  had  arms  on  or  not? 

Ansioer,  They  had  pistols.  They  had  cocked  two  pistols  on  me  when  I  took  that  one 
by  the  arm.  He  cocked  his  pistol,  aud  the  man  by  him  told  me  they  would  shoot  me. 
I  told  them  I  didn't  care ;  that  was  a  game  they  could  play  if  they  wished,  but  I  had 
no  weapon,  not  even  a  pocket-knife ;  aud  I  said  to  Ihe  old  gentleman,  '^  You  are  getting  . 
pretty  old."  I  said  to  this  old  gentleman,  "  You  afe  getting  pretty  old,  I  discover  " — 
no,  my  wife  made  meutiou  (^  that— uo,  he  told  my  father  he  was  getting  old,  and  lio 
ought  to  live  for  God ;  and  my  wife  observed  he  was  getting  old  and  he  ought  to  11  vo 
for  God,  too.  I  talked  to  that  old  geutleman  a  little,  and  he  got  on  his  horse  and  they 
rode  off.    In  December  they  came  back. 

Quwiion.  Did  you  kuow  any  of  these  men  who  visited  your  house  that  night  to  wliip 
your  lather  t 

Answer,  I  knew  one,  I  think.  , 

Question.  You  say  one  was  an  old  man  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  rode  gSL    Iu  December  they  came  back.    There  wore  ten  came 
tbeu.    They  took  nie  out ;  eight  of  them  took  me  out. 

Question.  What  time  in  the  night  was  this  f 

Answer*  About  three  o'clock  iu  the  morning,    Tliey  came  and  knocked  down  my  door 
and  came  in  and  asked.for  a  candle.    I  told  tnem  where  there  was  one,  aud  they  got  it. 
Me  and  my  brother-in-law  were  living  in  adjoining  houses,  he  in  one  aud  X  iu  the  otbor, 
aud  they  went  into  his  end  of  the  house  hunting  lor  him,  aud  his  wife  told  them    bo 
was  uot  there.    I  told  them,  "Meu,  there  is  no  use  in  annoying  the  women  ;  upon  my 
honor  he  is  not  here ;  he  has  gone  off  to  sow  wheat."    I  had  been  off  sowing  wheat  that 
day,  and  met  them  coming  home  and  spoke  to  them.    I  said,  '^  He  has  been  off  sowiug 
wheat."    They  observed  to  me, ''  Get  up  I  Aiise,  Horton,  and  put  on  your  bi-eechea  aua 
come  out."    I  was  pretty  slow  about  it. .  I  wasn't  particularly  iu  a  hurry.    I  got   up 
and  pulled  on  my  pants  and  was  walking  up  to  the  fire,  and  they  told  me  to  be   in   a 
hurry,  God  damn  it;  I  was  too  slow  ;  aud  they  started  back  and  my  wife  shut  the  duor, 
aud  they  holloed,  *'  Shoot  a  hole  through  ; "  aud  she  holloed  she  would  stand  tUere. 
They  took  a  run  to  go  against  the  door,  and  knocked  the  door  back  way  across   tbe 
house.    She  had  just  stepped  back  fr9iu  the  door  when  the  door  flew  in.    Then  four  of 
them  came  iu  au(l  cocked  their  pistols,  and  told  me  to  come  out.    They  pushed  ni©  out 
of  doors;  they  told  me  to  get  my  shoes  ii  1  didn't  want  to  go  iu  the  frost  barefooted. 
I  told  my  wiie  to  bring  the  shoes,  if  she  pleased.    She  picked  up  the  shoes  and  sturt«<L 
They  wouldu't  allow  her  to  come.    By  that  time  all  eight  of  them  had  ^ot  arouudi 
She  told  them  she  would  bring  them.    She  brought  the  shoes,  and  they  tried  to    tuko 
them  from  her,  but  she  held  on  to  them  and  throwed  them  over  their  heads  into  wUere 
1  was  into  the  middle  of  them.    1  picked  up  my  shoes  aud  drew  them  on  without  any 
socks.    They  ordered  me  then  to  le-ave  the  yard,  aud  I  said,  "  Meu,  if  you  are  goiuff  to 
do  aaythiug  here  is  the  place;  you  have  the  power;  I  see  that  it  isn't  worth  wbile  to 
say  or  do  anything."    My  thumb  and  that  finger  was  mashed.    I  had  dragged  a  lojr  oa 
it  in  the  crib  iu  the  fall.    They  told  me  to  come  out  of  the  yard.    I  told  them  I    cLuln't 
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think  I  onght  to.  They  put  the  pistols  against  my  breasts,  and  head,  and  side.  One 
of  them  Jobbed  me  in  the  temple  with  his  pistol  and  left  a  pTaco  that  was  there  fbr  a 
week.  He  said  he  didn't  want  to  kill  me,  but,  damn  me,  if  I  didn't  move  he  would 
kill  me.  I  said  had  1  done  anything,  or  wronged  nobody,  or  stolen  anything,  or  «worn 
any  lie,  or  what  was  the  matter.  Tney  wouldn't  give  me  no  answer.  •  They  got  me 
away.  They  told  me  to  go,  and  started  and  gathered  a  big  bench-back,  broader  than 
this  cbair-back  and  four  feet  long.  I  said,  "Men,  if  yon  are  going  to  do  anything  do  it 
like  a  man;  don't  do  it  like  you  would  kill  a  horse;  commence  like  you  were  going  to 
begin  on  a  man."  They  told  me  to  come  away  from  the  house,  and  started  me,  both  of 
them  pushing  me  on.  They  got  me,  maybe,  two  hundred  or  two  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  from  the  house  to  the  line  between  me  and  another  man.  Then  they  told  me  to 
get  down  in  order  to  get  through  under  the  fence.  I  told  them  I  never  got  down  for 
my  daddy,  or  any  man.  They  gathered  on  me,  and  I  held  on  to  the  fence,  and  one  of 
them  got  two  hickories  and  six  of  them  hit  me  three  licks  apiece  with  the  hickory.  I 
aAed  them  when  they  struck  me,  I  didn't  feel  like  taking  it  unless  I  knew  what  it  was 
for.  They  said  I  said  I  knew  some  of  the  Ku-Kluxers,  and  was  talking  too  damn  Ing. 
1  told  them  I  did  say  it  and  I  didn't  take  it  back.  In  kbout  a  month  they  sent  me  word 
1  bad  went  and  bought  me  a  rifle-gun.  I  had  traded  for  it,  and  I  had  never  made  any 
threats  or  said  anything  against  them.    I  waa  attending  to  my  own  business,  staying 


at  home  working^  and  tney  sent  me  word  they  understood  I  had  bought  arms  for  them. 
I  told  them  that  if  they  wanted  my  gun  to  come  and  get  it.  I  told  them  that  told  me 
that  if  I  had  known  it  I  wouldn't  have  said  anything  about  it.  Thty  said  if  I  didn't 
make  way  with  it  they  would  come  and  break  it  over  the  fence.    I  gave  $85  for  the 

faD,  bat  I  8o^d  it  then  for  J15.  They  told  my  brother  to  come  and  tell  me,  the  day  alter 
did  that,  that  if  they  ever  heard  of  ray  saying  anything  about  the  Kn-Klnx-'against 
them  or  for  them — they  would  give  me  two  hnndred  lashes  on  my  naked  back  twice  a 
week,  and  if  that  wouldn't  do  tney  would  kill  me,  and  if  that  wouldn't  do  they  would 
born  my  house,  by  God,  over  me,  and  I  should  not  stay  in  the  country. 

Qnaiion.  After  you  were  whipped,  in  the  manner  you  describe,  by  these  six  men, 
m  yon  make  any  complaint  of  it  f 

Amwer.  No,  sir ;  I  neVer  said  anything  about  it. 

QuesHm.  Why  not? 

Antwer,  Because  I  was  afhiid  to ;  I  knew  if  I  said  anything  about  it  they  would 
eome  on  me  again  and  kill  me  the  next  time  ;  they  told  me,  by  God,  to  be  carefbl,  or 
they  would  be  out  again  before  long,  and  if  they  heard  anything,  they  woold  do  me 
worw  than  that. 

(^nation.  When  you  asked  them,  in  your  house,  for  the  cause  of  their  conduct  while 
tiiey  were  taking  you  out  that  night,  they  refused  to  give  you  any  answer  f 

Anaicer.  They  refused  to  give  me  any  answer  at  all. 

(ifiaivnu  But  after  they  had  whipped  you,  they  told  you  that  you  had  been  saying 
yon  knew  the  Kn-Klux,  and  was  talking  too  big  t 

-imwer.  Ko,  sir:  that  was  before  they  whipped  me ;  they  had  struck  me  three  lioks: 
^  of  them  had  hit  his  three  licks  out ;  I  kept  asking  what  they  whipped  me  for,  sua 
be  tiien  replied  that  I  had  been  talking  too  big. 

Qwftion.  How  severe  was  this  whipping! 

•^IvMnrr.  They  didn't  out  the  blood  out  but  in  one  place  about  two  inches  on  the  baek ; 
wey  marked  me  all  along  on  the  back ;  it  looked  like  any  one  whipped  with  the&r  ooaC 
«*,  on  the  shoulders. 

9 Mrtloii.  Had  they  any  pique  against  yon  because  your  father  was  a  radical  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

^■crtMm.  Were  you  a  radical  too  f 

Amper.  Yes,  sir. 

Qwttkm,  Had  yon  voted  the  republican  ticket  t 

^•wwr.  No,  sir:  I  never  voted  m  my  life ;  but  my  father  was  that  way,  and  I  leaned 
ftat  way.  My  wife  belonged  to  the  church,  and  generally  leaned  that  way,  an/d  went 
^  the  meetings,  and  that  is  the  cause  why  they  are  down  on  me. 

C»«rtwi.  Had  you  been  intimidated  from  voting  t 

-^^twr.  No,  sir ;  not  at  all.  I  have  not  been  old  enough  to  vote.  I  oniy  came  to 
*gB  three  years  now,  and  I  never  fancied  it  anyhow.  To  keep  out  of  difHoulties,  I 
^boQ^t  I  would  always  keep  to  home. 

Q[»wt«m.  Did  they  charge  you  witli  knowing  who  the  Ku-Elux  were,  or  that  you  bad 
been  telling  that  you  knew  who  the  Ku-Khix  were  f 

Anmetr.  Yes,  sir ;  they  said  I  had  talked  too  big ;  that  I  said  I  knew  some  of  the 
Ko-Klnx. 

(Station,  What  had  you  said  t 

Antwer.  I  had  said  to  that  old  gentleman  in  that  crowd,  that  was  when  they  talked 


went  off  without  saying  anything. 
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Qitestian.  Did  jou  know  any  of  that  crowd  of  six  f  - 

Angwer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  di^gaised  more  perfectly  than  aay  I  ever  saw.  They 
generally  are  disgaisea-— the  eyes  and  mouth :  but  that  night  it  was  all  disguised. 

QuMtion,  You  have  no  idea  who  they  were  f 

Anmver.  Two  of  them  were  the  same  that  were  at  the  old  man's  before ;  I  know  from 
their  talk  and  shapes. 

Question.  Did  they  live  in  that  neighborhood  f 

A-Mtcer.  YeSf  sir ;  they  lived  in  about  four  milea  and  a  half  of  me. 

Queation.  How  numerous  was  this  organization  of  Ku-Klux  in  Blount  County  T 

Answer,  Well,  it  was  ri^ht  sharp ;  I  can't  give  the  numbers,  because  I  was  not  into 
the  Ku-Klux  band ;  but  if  I  should  guess,  I  should  guess,  from  all  accounts,  I  have  seen 
seveuty-five  in  a  drove  at  one  time.   . 

By  Mr.  Bucklky  : 
Qumiion,  When  was  that  f 

An&wer,  That  was  just  a  week  after  they  whipped  me. 
(ineation.  Last  December  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir  ;  they  went  down  and  took  Eetchum  out  of  Jail  and  killed  hiai. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qnest'wn,  Who  was  Ketchnm  f 

Anewer,  Lewis  Ketchnm,  son  of  Henry  Ketchum.  They  were  going  that  night  to 
take  him  out  of  jail  when  I  saw  the  seventy-five. 

QuMUon,  Did  they  take  him  out  of  jail  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  shot  him  seven  times,  I  think,  and  then  whipped  him  frem  the 
heels  to  the  top  of  the  head,  and  then  hung  him. 

QyyesHon,  That  was  last  December  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  Christmas  eve  night. 

QtiesHen,  In  BlountevUle  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  done  two  miles  cast  of  Blomitsville,  in  the  big  road.  They 
came  back  to  town,  and  told  his  brother  if  he  wanted  to  see  anything  to  go  up  the  road 
and  he  would  see  it. 

QMesUon,  What  time  of  night  was  it  T 

Answer,  I  can't  say ;  it  was  between  11  and  12  o'clock  when  I  saw  them. 

QnesHon,  Were  they  on  their  way  to  the  jail  f 

Answer,  They  were  in  the  big  road  to  B.  ountsviUe. 

Question,  How  far  from  there  f 

Answer,  Five  or  six  miles. 

Question,  Were  they  all  mounted  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  had  disguises  onf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  know  what  crime  Ketchnm  was  in  jail  for  f 

Answer,  He  had  killed  a  fellow. 

Question,  A  Ku-Klnx  T 

Answer,  1  suppose  from  that  that  it  was.  I  don't  know  it  to  be  that,  but  I  sappose 
from  that  that  it  was. 

Qttestion,  How  long  had  he  been  in  jail  on  that  charge  f 

Answer,  He  was  put  in  on  Friday  evening,  about  two  hours  and  a  half  by  muk^  and 
they  came  Friday  night  there  to  take  him  out,  and  failed ;  and  on  Saturday  ni^t  oame 
again  and  finished  him. 

Question,  Do  you  know  anybody  else  in  the  county  that  the  Ku-Klux  have  visited  f 

Answer.  I  coiudu't  tell  you  all  that  have,  if  I  was  to  talk  until  to-morrow  nigbt. 
There  is  but  few  houses  but  what  they  have  visited. 

Question.  When  did  you  first  hear  of  the  Ku-Klux  making  their  rounds  f 

Answer.  I  can't  tell  you. 

Question,  How  long  after  the  war  was  it  f 

Answer.  Three  years,  I  believe ;  I  don't  know.  It  was  between  two  or  three  years 
after  the  war,  as  well  as  I  recollect. 

QuesUott.  Have  they  kept  it  up  there  since  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  mpre  or  lees. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  order  is  in  existence  in  Blount  County  to-day  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  manifestations  they  have  made  since  December  laat, 
when  Ketchum  was  hnngt 

Ansteer,  Yes,  sir,  several. 

Question.  Name  such  as  you  have  heard  o£ 

Anstver.  They  went  last  Thursday  nigbt  a  week  ago,  and  whipped  a  woDmo,  and  ran 
a  woman  off  from  there.    They  caught  her,  they  said,  and  run  her  off.  • 
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By  Mr.  Blaib  : 
Qneation.  Who  was  "herf 
Answer.  KiDney. 

QuaHotu  What  did  they  drive  her  off  for  f 
Answer,  I  don't  know,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Quettum.  What  otber  caees  do  yoq  know  f 

Answer,  I  can't  tell  yon ;  they  have  been  riding  aroand  all  the  time. 

Question.  Did  they  ever  visit  the  cabins  of  the  negroes  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  very  often. 

QuesU&n.  What  do  yon  know  of  their  taking  away  arms  from  the  negroes  f . 

Answer,  I  don't  know  that  they  ever  did.  Iknow  they  took  several  gans ;  T  saw  the 
gnus  sticking  in  tho  mud- hill,  where  they  said  the  Ku-Elux  stuck  them ;  but  I  can't 
8sy  they  took  them  from  the  negroes. 

Qnestion.  Is  that  the  general  understanding  there,  that  the  Eu-Elux  took  their  guns 
iTom  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir:  and  any  other  man,  white  or  black,  that  didn't  walk  as  they 
wished  him  to  walk,  they  took  his  arms. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  that ;  that  they  did  not  vote  with  the  democratic 
party! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  go  according  to  their  orders— just  be  governed  by  their  orders. 

Question.  By  the  orders  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questimu  What  was  done  with  these  gentlemen  in  your  courts ;  was  any  notice  taken 
of  these  proceedings  f 

Answer.  Not  much ;  mighty  little. 

Question,  Wer^  the  people  afraid  to  attempt  to  prosecute  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  A  man  might  as  well  go  and  dig  his  grave  as  to  go  to  Blouutsville 
and  apply  against  a  Eu-Klux  or  try  to  warrant  him. 

By  Mr.  Btjckley: 
Question.  Or  have  him  arrested  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chaibmak: 

Question,  Yon  thmk  it  conld  not  be  done  f 
Answer.  Ko^  sir.    It  might  be  in  some  places. 

By  Mr.  Bucklbt  : 

Question.  Bnt  the  man  who  would  do  that  would  endanger  bis  own  life  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  wouldn't  live  long. 

Question.  Is  that  the  reason  you  did  not  go  and  make  complaint  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  just  the  reason.    I  was  told  by  several  to  do  so,  bnt  I  was  too  sharp 
to  do  that.    I  like  my  life  as  well  as  anything  else. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  How  many  in  your  county  dare  vote  the  republican  ticket  f 

Answer.  I  don't  kjiow ;  I  have  never  been  to  an  election  in  my  life,  and  I  don't  know 
soytbing  abont  the  elections,  because  right  there  when  a  man  went  to  the  polls  and 
voted  be  right  there  got  the  Ku-Klux  against  him,  and  to  keep  from  harassing  by 
tbem  I  always  staid  at  home  and  attended  to  my  own  business,  to  keep  the  peace  and 
have  them  to  let  me  alone. 

Question,  Were  you  afraid  that  if  you  went  there  and  voted  your  sentiments  you 
would  have  the  Ku-Klux  after  yon  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  knew  that  if  I  voted  my  way  they  would  have  something  to  say 
sbont  it,  and  I  let  it  alone.    1  knew  they  could  do  without  my  vote. 

Question.  Did  the  other  Union  people  feel  as  yon  did  ? 

Answer.  Several  of  tbem  did,  I  know ;  a  great  many  of  them  did. 

Question,  How  as  to  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  Hardly  any  negroes  voted.  The  first  election  after  the  war  a  great  many 
voted,  bnt  after  that  they  hardly  ever  voted. 

Question,  Do  they  keep  away  from  voting  because  they  are  afraid  of  being  Ku- 
RlBxedt 

Answer,  I  would  suppose  so.  Before  the  Ku-Klnx  came  around  they  voted,  but  after- 
wards they  have  not. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  of  any  Kn-Klux  being  at  that  camp-meetinff  at  Gum  Grove  1 

^swer.  No,  sir.  I  heard  them  shooting  there,  bnt  I  was  at  home,  i  live  a  mile  and 
H  half  from  the  meetlDg-honse.  I  heard  tne  pistols  firing  at  the  camp,  but  my  wife  was 
nick,  and  I  was  at  home  with  my  wife. 


744         CONDITION   OP   AFPAIES  IN  THE   SOUTHERN  STATES. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  What  doctor  was  it  attended  your  wife  f  • 
Answer,  Doctor  Gorlington  Coker. 


HoNTdYiiXE;  Alabama,  Odoh&r  11, 1871* 

WILLIAM  SHAPARD  Bwom  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairbun  : 

QuesH^.  What  is  yonr  age  and  place  of  residence? 

Anmoer,  Sixty-seven  years ;  Blount  County. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Blonnt  County  f 

Answer,  Ever  since  1847 ;  you  can  count  it  up ;  I  don't  remember  precisely.  I  lived 
there  in  1847,  the  first  year. 

Question.  Of  what  State  are  you  a  native  f 

Answer,  Virginia. 

Question.  How  far  do  you  live  from  the  county-seat — Blountsville  T 

Anstoer.  Six  miles  north. 

Question.  Are  you  a  farmer? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  Owning  land  f 

Answer,  I  do. 

Question.  During  the  late  rebellion  what  was  your  position ;  were  you  for  the  Union 
or  for  the  confederacy  ? 

Ansicer.  Geutlomen,  can  you  indulge  me  a  little  right  here  f 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  I  can  answer,  and  perhaps  save,  a  good  many  questions.  My  grandfather 
and  my  father  and  my  mother  and  all  my  associati^s  taught  me  to  be  loyal  to  the 
American  Government — to  the  United  States  Government.  If  I  have  ever  been  doubt- 
ful on  that  subject  at  any  moment  I  don't  remembec  it  at  this  time. 

Question.  Were  you  outspoken  in  your  sentiments  and  opinions  during  the  war  and 
since  the  war  f 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  when  I  saw  the  difficulties  coming  up  I  determined  on  the  spot  jiist 
to  withdraw  and  be  as  quiet  as'possible*  What  communications  and  oonversationu 
and  evervthing  I  did  were  entirely  confidential.  The  reason  of  this  wiw  this :  I  saw 
the  people  had  become  demoralized ;  that  probably  dangers  would  come  up,  and  I 
called  up  a  few  of  them  to  counsel  and  advise  for  each  otoer's  safety,  and  some  of  us 
wont  into  an  agreement  together  that  it  was  a  matter  beyond  human  control,  and  tbat 
we  had  better  be  prudent. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  This  was  at  the  bcginuiniE  of  the  war  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  seldom  ever  talked  it  in  conversations ;  if  I  did,  as  soon  as  I  saw 
what  it  led  to,  I  withdrew  on  the  spot.  I  was  stigmatized  there  as  a  Lincolnite,  first, 
because  I  wouldn't  rejoice  over  the  battle  of  Manassas.  I  did  refrain  from  r^icins 
■'-■'■ •        •  —       •  •        •       iloo"     " 


there  from  the  fact  that  I  was  enlisted  the  other  way.  That  is  very  clear,  but  I  lookecl 

" ■'  '"'"       "    ' )  can  be  broucht 

point  like  that 


at  circumstances  of  this  kind  and  used  the  expression — and  fifty  p^ple  can  be  broucht 
here  to  establish  it — said  I :  *'  Gentlemen,  stop ;  go  back  to  1832,  A  point  like  that 
occurred  between  Russia  and  Poland,  and  Poluud  thrashed  Russia  four  times  worao 


than  you  thrashed  them,  and  in  less  than  twelve  mouths  Russia  camcou  again  with 
an  increased  force,  and  Poland  thraslied  her  again,  and  everybody  thought  it  was 
settled ;  and  in  less  than  three  years  Poland  was  coni^uered  and  paititioxied  outb  Now 
wait  three  years,  and  if  you  make  as  muck  as  you  thmk  you  will,  you  may  thank  God 
for  his  blessings.'' 

Question.  Have  you  been  subjected  to  persecution,  since  the  war,  on  account  of  yoar 
political  sentiments! 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  pretty  much  all  the  time.         . 

Question,  What  has  been  the  nature  of  that  persecution  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  believe  they  call  me  now  a  radical  and  a  negro-eqnality  man  and  a 
traitor. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  other  pei'secutiou,  besides  hard  names,  to  which*  yoa 
have  been  subjected  f      ^  / 

Answer.  I  understand  your  question.  You  have  a  period  of  three,  or  fbor,  or  five 
years  to  go  through,  and  a  great  many  things  to  look  over,  and— -^ 

Question.  Make  your  statement  as  short  as  possible. 

Anstcer.  It  was  not  my  intention  to  take  any  part  in  public  matters  after  th<»  aocu 

'der ;  I  was  prevailed' on  to  do  so.    As  soon  as  my  position  was  known  in  tne  war. 
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there  was  a  notice  pat  np  on  my  gate-post  giving  me  ten  days  to  leave  the  ooantry  in 
It  was  done  in  the  night  by  some  person,  I  don't  kuow  who ;  I  uerer  ooald  fiad  out. 

Quation.  Was  the  notice  signed  by  any  one  f 

AntKer.  No,  sir  ;  it  only  hiid  three  K's  over  it,  and  any  person  could  see  it  was  a 
fictitious  handwriting  ;  the  man  that  did  that  used  a  pen  that  showed  it. 

Option.  About  what  time  was  that  notice  f 

Auwer.  I  can't  dmte  it,  only  this  way ;  just  as  soon  as  they  saw  my  efforts  in  the 
county  were  prevailing,  and  that  I  was  troublesome  to  them  there,  it  came. 

(wf/ios.  Was  it  before  l»67t 

Anwer,  At  what  date  was  the  general  convention  held  here  f 

Mr.  Buckley.  That  was  on  the  5th  of  November,  1867. 

The  Witness.  Well,  it  commenced  there  about  eight  o'clock  that  night,  on  that 
siiod  that  day ;  that  notice  was  pnt  there  on  my  gate ;  at  the  next  circuit  coftrt  I  was 
returned  to  the  court  prosecuted  for  immorality. 

Bytiie  Chairmak:  / 

Queslkm,  On  what  charge  f 

luwer.  Trying  to  kill  a  man,  1  think. 

QutHoH.  Do  you  mean  that  you  were  indicted  f 

AnmDer,  Tea,  sir. 

Qitalion,  Was  there  any.  foundation  for  the  charge  f 

Auiwar.  Perhaps  the  details  of  the  matter  will  be  shorter  and  explain  all  that,  than 
by  sDtwering  q  nestions  that  way. 

QuetHom,  Well,  go  on  and  make  it  brief. 

Auwer,  I  was  advised  confidentially  afterward  that  everything  was  against  me,  and 
if  I  didn't  leave  the  conntry  I  would  go  to  the  penitentiary  for  ten  years.  I  was  tried 
afterward  up  in  court,  in  Blountsville,  and  not  a  witness  appeared  against  me.  The 
Tery  man  I  was  indicted  for  trying  to  kill  swore  there,  in  open  court,  that  I  had 
always  been  friendly  toward  him,  that  he  had  never  entertained  a  hard  feeling  against 
me,  and  that  he  would  rather  trust  in  me  than  any  other  man  living  fbr  a  friend. 

(itM^on.  What  other  demonstration  was  made  against  yon  besides  this  notice  on  your 


Auwer.  That  clears  np  ihait  matter.    Now  suppose-^ 

Q«e8<ft»tt.  What! 

Auwer.  Are  all  hands  done  with  that  f    I  want  to  get  throngh  as  I  go  along. 

QuatUm.  Do  you  wish  to  add  anything  to  your  former  statement  ? 

Amwer.  I  give  that  as  what  I  consider  a  fair  statement  of  that  trouble ;  that  I  was 
prosecuted  maliciously ;  that  the  very  man  I  was  indicted  for  trying  to  kill  went  Into 
coart-^he  was  a  witness  against  me — and  ho  went  in  and  swore  I  never  had  done  him 
aoy  harm  in  any  way,  and  if  he  was  in  danger  ho  would  rather  trust  me  than  any  other 
man. 

Queatiou.  Wbo  got  np  that  prosecution  against  you  ? 

Auwer.  It  was  done  in  a  clandestiue  way.  I  never  have  been  able  to  find  out.  I 
lia?e  only  a  private  opinion  on  that,  and  I  reckon  that  had  better  lie  stilL  I  prefer 
myself  that  my  private  things  of  that  nature  should  He  still. 

Quttitn,  Did  yon  leave  the  country  in  pursnanee  of  that  notice  T 

Auwer,  When  I  had  business  I  left,  and  when  I  got  throngh  I  returned. 

Qmtlion.  Then  you  did  not  go  in  consequence  of  that  notice  f 

Auwer.  No,  sir. 

QuetUon.  What  other  measures  were  taken  against  yon,  if  anvt 

Auwer,  About  this  time,  and  in  connection  and  along  with  it,  a  certain  man  fbrced 
»  ecmveisatioD  upon  one  of  my  daughters— — 

Qmetiim,  Will  yen  speak  lender  in  giving  yofir  answers  f 

Ammer.  Before  we  go  any  ibrther  with  my  evidence  I  wish  one  thing  understood.  I 
>lwi^  prefer  iannliaritv  with  everr  man — at  least,  good  acanaintance.  My  health  is 
oo«  thing  I  ean't  control,  and  nobody  else  here.  Anything  that  might  be  complained 
of  or^nates  from  that.  So  far  as  any  person  in  this  matter  is  concerned,  I  will  take  it 
aa  a&Tor.  I  bold  this  doctrine :  If  a  man  is  a  friend  to  me  he  will  correct  me,  and  ii 
be  is  not  a  friend  he  will  not  correct  me.  Now  I  will  speak  a  little  louder.  He  wanted 
to  know  if  she  had  heard  of  the  Ku-Klux ;  that  I  have  from  her. 

Qutiion.  Proceed  with  your  narrative. 

Auwer.  She  replied  that  she  had,  but  she  had  no  further  nse  for  any  conversation  on 
that  subject.  He  wished  to  know  of  her  if  1  was  not  afhiid  to  stay  in  the  country  on 
teemaiei  them.  8he  told  him  to  inquire  of  me  about  that ;  that  she  didn't  know. 
He  inqaired  to  know  what  would  they  do  if  the  Ku-Klnx  came  to  my  honse.  She  advised 
him  ifbe  wi^ed  to  know  to  come  and  see.  He  inquired,  **  Would  you  let  them  come 
in  the  house  f  She  replied,  **  Come  and  see."  He  replied  back,  **  When  they  come 
you  had  better  mind  how  you  behave.  If  you  cross  them  they  will  tcar^the  house 
•down,  and  all  of  you  will  go  over  the  moon."  Digitized  by  VjOOg IC 
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ByMr.  BLiJR:  * 

Qu€9tiom.  Go  over  the  moon  t 

Anmoer.  Yes,  sir,  that  was  hlfl  reply.  I  don't  know  the  road  there*  That  U  as  she 
oonuuunieated  it  to  me. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Queitkm.  Did  that  end  the  conversation  between  the  Kn*Ehiz  and  yonrdanghter  f 

Afinoer,  About.  I  don't  think  of  anythins  more.  She  told  the  fellow,  probably,  to 
shut  up  his  mouth  and  clear  out ;  that  she  didn't  want  to  talk  with  him,  or  some  how 
so ;  that  it  was  no  conversation  with  a  lady,  or  something  of  that  kind. 

Question,  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  who  had  this  conversation  with  your 
daughter  f 

Amwer^  Abner  Stewart.    He  lives  about  a  mile  from  my  house. 

Qvesiion.  When  did  that  conversation  occur  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  about  the  apparent  time  they  began  to  ride  about  there  at  nights 
when  this  thing  camo  np.  I  don't  know  how  to  name  it  or  phrase  it,  because  I  never 
put  myself  to  any  trouble,  not  half  as  much  as  about  coming  hero. 

Question,  Who  do  you  mean  by  "  they,"  in  saying  they  commenced  riding  about  f 

Answer,  I  mean — I  don't  know  what  I  mean.  Yon  must  take  that  thing  like  it  fits. 
At  that  time  I  was  notified  by  several  that  the  time  had  come  for  the  carpet-baggers, 
and  negro-equality  men,  and  scalawags  had  to  leave  the  country,  and  it  was  currently 
understood  over  the  countiy.  Now  nuirk :  I  tell  you  through  all  these  circumstances 
I  was  not  mingling  in  public  matters.  I  staid  at  home  as  close  as  most  of  dhmi.  I 
don't  suppose  I  have  been  off  my  place  throe  times  in  six  months,  until  1  started  here. 
I  stayed  about  my  farm. 

QuesUon,  How  was  this  notice  given  that  scalawags  and  carpet-baggers  should  leave 
the  country  f 

Answer,  Occasionally  the  men  would  come  to  me  and  be^n  conversation  in  a  way, 
coming  up  unexpectedly,  and  use  an  exprodsion  similar  to  this,  or  in  these  words:  "We 
have  got  the  thing  dead  now ;  we  have  got  an  organization  that  is  to  whip  out  every- 
thing ;  and  all  the  damned  scalawags,  carpet-baggers,  and  negro-equality  men  shall 
leave  the  country." 

Question,  Were  the  men  who  spoke  to  you  in  these  terms  disguised  men  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  You  see  I  had  no  chance  of  seeing  disguised  men  only  in  one  way — 
if  they  came  where  I  was.  I  didut  travel  about  at  nights,  sir,  and  seldom  in  the  day- 
time. 

Question,  Who  talked  to  you  this  way  in  relation  to  carpet-baggers,  and  scalawags, 
and  n^(ro-equality  men  leaving  the  country  f 

Answer,  John  Copeland,  Lewis  Copeland,  Virgil  Newsome,  J.  W.  Moore,  the  probate 
judge  there,  and  various  other  men. 

Qtiestion,  Were  these  leading  iniluential  men  who  used  this  language  to  you  f 

Answer,  One  is  a  probate  judjje. 

Questmn,  Who  are  the  others  T 

Answer,  He  and  two  others  told  me  they  belonged  to  that  organization. 

Question.  Judge  Moore  and  two  others  told  you  they  belonged  to  that  orgameation  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  They  told  me  the  place  or  house  that  the  orgaaizatiou  was  foruaed 
in,  and  several  other  members  of  it. 

Question.  Who  are  those  two  others  yon  refer  to  f 

Answer,  The  two  Copelands  and  Newsome. 

Question,  Where  did  they  say  the  organization  was  formed  f 

Answer,  In  the  Masonic  jLodge  at  Blountsville — stop  before  yon  begin  there ;  I  aaid 
the  Masonic  Lodge.  I  want,  before  you  put  that  down,  to  frame  that  very  eautionslv. 
I  don't  want  you  to  infer  from  that  that  the  Masons  done  this,  motter,  but  it  aeetns 
that  this  party  somehow  bad  the  use  of  the  room  in  tbafe  house.  Aad  he  pointed  over, 
and  said,  ''  It  was  in  the  lodge  there."  That  I  wanted  to  explain,  for  fioar  it  laiglkt  get 
out  that  I  had  aocused  the  Masons  of  being  in  this. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question,  By  the  Masonic  Lodge  he  referred  to  the  building  where  they  met  7 
Answer,  Yes,  sir;  merely  the  bulldiug,  not  the  frateniity,  All  this  from  Virgil 
Newsome's  conversation  and  from  the  others,  Moore  and  the  rest,  seems  to  have  origlu- 
ated  from  this:  that  they  seemed  to  have  been  in  expectation  that  I  was  going  to  can- 
vass the  county,  and  make  speeches— they  seemed  to  infer  that — but  they  were  mis- 
taken. I  had  no  such  intention;  on  the  other  hand,  there  was  a  fixed  detemuuation 
not  to  do  it,  and  I  did  not  do  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Fix  the  time  as  nearlv  as  you  can  when  Judge  Moore  and  Mr.  Nbwsome 
and  these  others  named  told  you  this.  ^       , ,  C^  nc\cs\c> 

Anmer,  You  can  fix  it,  I  r^kon,  faster  than  I  can.       ^'^'^'^'^  ^^  '<:^00^  IL 
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Questimt.  What  time  was  General  Meade's  order  for  the  legislature  to  meet  and  com> 
mence  the  work  of  reconstruction  T 

Mr.  BccKi£Y.  I  think  that  order  was  issned  either  the  last  of  Jane,  or  the  first 
of  Jolj.  1868.    It  was  after  the  general  omnibas  bill  was  passed  by  Congress. 

The  wn2CE88.  This  is  not  the  first  time  this  thing  occarred  to  toy  mind,  bat  the 
nearest  I  can  date  it  is,  it  was  about  sis  weeks  before  that  order  issued. 

Queftion.  Do  yon  think  it  was  after  March  2, 18G7,  the  date  .of  the  reconstruction  acts 
jossed  by  Congress  T  • 

Antwer.  O,  yes,  sir.  My  attention  has  not  been  particularly  directed  to  this,  but  it 
grew  out  of  this  :  some  person  put  the  report  out  that  the  country  was  to  be  pat  under 
military  rule,  and  I  wrs  to  govern  it.  That  was  the  first  I  had  heard  or  thought  of  a 
thinf  of  that  kind,  and  I  recollect  at  the  time  it  was  pretty  clearly  understood  that  the 
legimture  was  to  be  ci^led  together,  and  I  had  got  a  communication  adyising  me  of 
Bome  fyiCtB,  and  I  laid  it  down,  and  some  person  that  was  at  my  house  happened  to  see 
a  was  on  this  subject,  and  that  is  what  this  Ireport  grew  out  of;  and  the  first  time  I 
Appeared  in  company,  I  was  attacked  on  that  subject. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Queaiion,  "What  did  these  gentlemen  tcU  you  was  the  object  of  this  organization  T 

intuxr.  To  break  up  negro  schools  and  break  down  negro  equality ;  bum  up  school- 
booses  and  churches :  drive  the  God-damned  radicals  out  of  tnc  country,  and  the  car- 
pet-baggers, and  scalawags,  and  restore  law  and  order ;  that  law  and  order  was  to  be 
the  result  of  that  course  of  things.    T  stuck  up  a  peg  there. 

Questum,  You  were  mystified  over  that  f 

AnnDer.  1  never  could  understand  it,  and  don't  yet.  That  last  remark  about  scala- 
wags and  radicals  was  made  by  Lewis  Copeland.  I  wished  to  know  their  author. 
They  had  classed  me  as  a  leader  or  active  participant  in  the  proceedings  that  were  going 
00.    I  inquired  of  them  after  I  stuck  up  that  peg. 

Queaiian.  AVhat  answer  was  given  f 

Answer.  Tom  Nations  informed  them  that  I  was  the  leader. 

Quatiam,  What  do  you  suppose  was  the  strength  of  that  organization  in  Blount 
Coontyf 

Aunnr.  I  am  not  through  with  that  yet. 

QuesUon,  Go  on  with  your  statement.  You  go  so  slow,  that  I  do  not  know  when  you 
get  through. 

Amtmer,'  It  is  so  long,  Mr.  Pratt ;  we  make  more  going  slow  than  fast. 

QutMom,  Take  your  own  course. 

Anncer.  They  said  Tom  Nations  was  the  author.  I  give  it  now  Just  as  it  occurred. 
Says  I,  **Who  pays  Mr.  Natipns  for  his  services  T"  They  replied  that  they  didn't  know. 
Copeland  then  crossed  his  arms  this  way,  [over  his  breast,]  "Well,  we  have  got  an 
organization  here  for  all  such  men  as  old  Tom  Nations,  and  now,  if  yon  don't  take  down 
his  sign,  be  will  be  taken  out  of  anight,  and  we  will  give  him  one  hundred  lashee,  and 
he  shall  never  know  who  done  it."  ^ 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Que$iUm.  TVhat  did  they  mean  by  taking  down  his  sign  f 

Amsw^.  I  didn't  inquire ;  I  give  the  words ;  all  the  time  I  was  trying  to  get  out  of 
it ;  I  didn't  want  to  talk  with  them  about  it.  Judge  Moore  replied,  and  gave  a  nod  to 
tbs  place  Newsome  had  formed  his  organization,  and  says,  ^  Yes,  that  was  fixed  up 
oTer  yonder,  and  now,"  says  he,  ''if  any  man  wamts  to  work  in  the  garb  of  the  radi- 
csIb,  let  him  try  it." 

By  the  Chairmah  : 
Qae9tt9n.  This  man  Moore  was  the  probate  Judge.  I  understand  f 
AMtwer.  Yes,  sir.  "  Whenever  he  commences  it,  ne  will  get  notice  to  quit,  and  if  he 
don't  he  will  get  a  hundred  lashes,  and  if  that  don't  do  him,  he  will  be  taken  out  and 
swong  to  a  limb  and  that  will  end  it.  We  intend  to  clean  out  the  country ;"  and  Gil- 
lespie says,  '*  That's  so  ;"  and  after  he  made  the  remark,  all  three  of  them  gathered 
alioat,  and  looked  around  and  made  \k  gesture  likd  that,  [of  emphasis,]  **  Yes,  that's 
the  law."  I  walked  off.  Since  that  time  various  acts  of  violence  have  been  committed, 
and  if  that  be  the  law,  tne  law  has  been  literally  fulfilled. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QaisHon,  Whatt 

Annper.  If  whipping  men  and  taking  them  out  and  hanging  them  is  the  law,  the 
law  has  been  literally  fulfilled  from  that  time  up  until  now.  A  great  many  men  have 
been  whipped  and  driven  off  since. 

By  the  Chahmak  :  Digitized  by  GoOqIc 

QueaUon,  How  many  would  you  think,  from  first  to  last,  in  the  county  of  Blount, 
have  suffered  in  this  manner  f 
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Answer,  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  the  precise  naniber.  The  first  I  heard  of  was  the 
sheriff  of  the  coiuity.  When  he  was  in  his  regular  social  intercourse,  in  open  dav-time, 
in  the  presence  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  citizens  around  the  country,  all  property-holders 
and  citizens,  he  was  murdered  in  cold  blood  about  11  o'clock  in  the  day,  and  a  man 
that  murdered  him  wasl^nown  to  be  a  Ku-Klux— I  suppose  what  they  call  Ku-Rlox 
in  these  times.  He  came  there,  and.  I  am  informed,  put  on  his  uniform  or  disgoiae — I 
don't  know  what  the  correct  nan^p  is  ;  I  talk  of  it  as  they  talked  of  it  to  me.  They 
were  in  the  habit  of  riding  in  there  in  the  day-time.    He  killed  the  sheriff. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  Give  the  name  of  the  sheriff  and  the  roan  who  killed  hini. 

Answer.  Levi  Murphy  was  the  sheriff  and  the  man  that  killed  him  was  named  Bos- 
sell.    I  don't  know  his  given  name ;  I  never  had  any  acquaintance  with  him. 

Que8ti4m.  How  do  you  know  he  was  a  Ku-Kluz  f 

Answer.  I  stated  a  minute  ago  I  had  these  facts,  and  they  wsre  communicated  to  me 
chiefly.  Mr.  Murphy  was  killed,  and  the  day  before  Murphy  was  there  selling  goods, 
and  I  know  his  store  was  shut  up,  and  he  can't  be  found  since.  I  have  to  eipe&k  of 
these  things  pretty  much  in  this  way ;  I  believe  the  sun  rises  and  sets,  but  I  have 
never  been  to  the  place  where  it  rises  or  the  place  where  it  sets,  and  yet  I  believe  that 
is  a  settled  question  without  tracing  things  that  fSe^r.  I  don't  think ^if  there  is  any- 
thing wrong  in  saying  lie.  killed  Murphy,  or  was  a  Ku-Klux,  let  the  blame  fall  on  me, 
and  that  is  risking  a  good  deaL 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Was  this  Murphy  a  x^ublican  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  had  he'been  serving  as  sheriff  when  he  was  killed  f 
Answer.  Just  commenced. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  he  elected  at  the  election  of  February,  1868  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Ho  then  had  Just  entered  upon  his  duties  as  sheriff  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question.  At  what  time  of  the  year  ? 

Answer.  That  must  be  governed  by  this  fkot:  the  records  and  his  bond  ^n  show- 
there,  some  time  in  July  or  August ',  sooner  than  that,  I  think ;  Match,  I  think,  is  the 
time  nearer. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

QuestUm.  What  was  the  reason  of  Russell  killing;  Murphy  f 

Answer.  I  don't  think  that  baa  ever  been  explained,  or  can  be  any  ttorethan  it  is. 
Just  as  I  say. 

Question.  Killed  because  he  was  a  republican,  do  you  mean  f 

Anstcer.  It  might  be  a  little  further  explained  in  this  way,  I  suppose,  though,  inas- 
much as  there  are  things  connected  with  this  now  that  I  can't  say,  as  1  was  not  pre- 
sent at  everything,  but  it  is  not  worth  while  to  use  so  many  words ;  you  all  understand, 
it.  The  contest  was  getting  pretty  high  between  the  democrats  and  republicans.  Don't 
put  this  down ;  I  want  Mr.  Pratt,  though,  to  know  how  to  frame  his  qncfirtions.  Tho 
conversation  originated  something  about  radicals  and  republicans.  Murphy  remarked 
that  he  was  a  friend  to  reconstruction,  and  words  that  I  don't  remember  and  cannot 
rei)eat  were  passed  between  each  other,  and  while  it  was  going  on  so  Russell  remai-ked. 
to  him,  no  man  should  use  such  language  in  his  presence.  Murphy  stepped  up  to  bini 
and  savs,  **  I  repeat  again  what  I  have  said,  and  intend  to  stand  to  it,*'  and  at  that 
Russell,  I  suppose,  drew  out  his  pistol  and  shot  him  dead.  You  ask  an  explanatiou  ; 
I  tell  that ;  I  don't  s^ve  that  as  evidence ;  I  have  it  ftom  hearsay. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  that  account  to  be  truet 

Answer.  I  have  never  had  any  reason  to  doubt  it. 

Question.  Is  that  the  general  understanding  of  the  manner  in  which  he  was  killed  T 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir:  that  is  the  general  understanding,  because  I  was  interested.  Yoa 
know  any  civilizea  man  in  a  bmlized  community,  when  an  outrage  of  tliat  extent  is 
committed,  will  go  to  some  extent  to 'find  out  the  facts — whether  it  was  jnstiiied  or 
not.  I  did  that,  not  thinking  it  would  lead  to  this,  and  I  give  that  as  my  best  under- 
standing ;  but  I  don't  sav  ot  that,  as  I  said  awhile  ago,  that  it  was  a  settled  fact. 
They  may  bring  in  some  little  thing  I  never  heard  of  about  it. 

Question,  Hoty  many  killings  have  occurred  from  political  causes  since  Murphy  was 
shot  f 

Answer.  When  you  come  to  take  evidence  you  will  find  that  as  difficult  as  thA  other. 

Question.  Give  the  best  opinion  you  can. 

Answer,  I  can  say  this— before  we  reach  that  I  will  say  it  here,  because  you  vsiU 
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reach  it  qnieker — jon  will  find  ont  that  oil  the  meu  that  got  killed  wero  repahlicans, 
and  those  that  did  the  killing  were  on  the  other  side.  I  can  stiind  np  to  that,  ^here 
i«  Leri  Mntpfay  got  killed ;  and  Rnmiell  Campbell  got  killed ;  and  Lemuel  Palkner  was 
Idlied;  and  Lewis  Ketchnm  was  killed ;  and  a  man  named  Higgins  was  killed:  and  a 
great  many  others  that  I  can't  recollect ;  and  a  great  many  more  were  whipped  ana  driven 
off ;  and  an  organized  band  called  Kn-KIns,  or  anderstood  to  be  Kn-KInx,  marched 
tbroBffh  the  streets  of  the  connty-seat,  right  before  the  sheriff  and  the  probate  judge,  day 
and  night,  whenever  they  pleased,  and  never  has  one  of  them  been  arrested,  as  f  heard 
of^  or  an  attempt  to  arrest  them.  And  there  is  a  man  on  this  ground  now  that  was 
arrested  and  prosecuted  there  for  gomg  peaceably  with  other  men  to  tr^  to  insist 
npon  peace,  harmony,  lajv,  and  order.  Not  only  prosecuted,  but  he  was  driven  from 
the  conntry.    In  hopes  of  peace  he  has  returned,  and  he  is  now  notified  to  leave  again. 

Jketticn,  Do  you  mean  that  all  these  men  that  you  have  referred  to  as  whipped, 
ed,  and  driven  from  the  conntry,  were  so  maltreated  by  the  Ku-Klux  organization  f 

An9wer.  I  am  not  at  a  loss  to  answer  that  question,  but  still  another  thing  was  ou 
the  end  of  my  tongue  when  you  mentioned  that. 

Quettion,  Well,  go  on. 

AMiwr,  At  tne  fast  election,  John  F.  McDowell  informs  me  that  when  he  went  to 
the  election  to  vote,  the  sheriff  came  to  him  and  ^k  him  by  the  arm  and  wanted  him 
to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  and  giving  him  one.  He  looked  at  It,  and  told  him  he 
didn't  vote  that  ticket  The  sheriff  told  him  that  was  the  way  they  were  all  voting, 
aod  to  come  idong  and  vote.  He  got  him  up  to  the  polls,  atMl  McDowell  says,  *'  If  I 
vote  I  gives  my  own  vote."  "  Who  do  you  want  to  vote  fori"  He  says,  "  I  vote  for  a 
republican  ticket,"  and  there  was  officers,  and  all  around  had  tickets,  they  said,  plenty 
of  them.  He  called  for  one,  and  they  said,  **  We  don't  keep  them  tickets  here  at  all ; 
yoQ  irin  have  to  go  somewhere  else,"  and  he  went  about  fifty  yards  off  and  got  him  a 
ticlset,  and  some  four  or  five  of  the  gang  followed  after  him  and  stood  by  and  watched ; 
aod  after  he  got  it,  they  wanted  to  see  what  was  on  it,  and'begau  in  this  way  :  "  Damn 
you, do  ^ou  vote  that  ticket!"  "I  do."  "Do  you  vote  for  that  damned  nigger f" 
They  pointed  out  one.  He  stepped  off  and  got  a  pen  and  scratched  out  that  name, 
and  went  and  gAVt  his  ticket  m.  Various  people  in  the  crowd  wero  heard  to  say, 
''Damn  hiin,  ho  is  good  for  a  hundred  lashes."  **  Damn  him,  he  shan't  live  here  two 
veeks."  Such  conversation  was  heard  about  in  the  crowd.  In  a  few  nights  afterward 
they  broke  open  his  house,  and,  I  suppose,  left  him  for  de|d.    They  beat  him  terribly. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Quation.  Were  they  disguised  men  that  beat  him  f 

iMver.  They  were.    I  don't  reckon  they  wiU  dispute  that,  as  they  managed  to  get 
apart  of  their  rigging  here. 
QwsHon.  Do  yon  mean  a  part  of  the  disgnise  worn  at  that  particular  time  f 
Ansvcer.  In  the  fight,  he  and  his  children  secured  that  much  of  them. 

By  Mr.  Bi«aib  : 

9v<9tum.  He  and  his  children  did  that  ? 

Aimetr.  Secured  some  of  their  apparel  that  they  had  along  with  them  in  the  fight. 
I^ don't  know  for  certain,  bnt  I  think  it  can  be  brought  here,  if  you  want  to  see  it. 
^cn  he  left,  he  asked  me  to  take  care  of  it.  Ho  lived  on  the  homestead  place  that 
hft  has  improved  very  well.  His  residence,  I  think,  is  very  important  to  secure 
title,  and  he  wishes  to  return  to  it.  Some  three  mouths  ago  ho  was  at  my  house, 
md  he  wishes  to  return.  I  told  him  I  couldn't  advise  him,  but  if  I  were  in  his 
Mtnation  I  wouldn't  risk  it.  So  severe  was  the  other  party,  that  in  a  few  days  after 
^left,  JQst  on  mere  suspicion,  after  I  had  forgotten  the  circnmstance  of  his  being  at 
ffly  bonse,  there  comes  the  fellow  that  had  been  employ <*d  on  the  other  side  (and  they 
JMde  a  mistake  when  they  employed  him)  to  come  and  to  probe  around  me  and  seek 
^ployment  long  enough  to  find  out  whether  McDowell  intended  to  come  buuk  to  the 
coonty  or  not-  He  stated  Judge  Moore  had  got  him  to  do  that  thing,  and  he  went  and 
^«ld  Judge  Moord  he  could  not  find  out.  The  judge  studied  awhile,  and  said,  "God 
damn  him,  if  he  ever  does  attempt  to  come  back  again*,  I  hope  ho  will  be  killed  before 
begets  here,  and  he  shall  be  killed  anyhow."  Ho  says,  **  I  dou*t  care  uuything  about 
it  myself."  That  is  what  that  witnoss'inlbrnied  me.  *McDowtll  now  is  ofl*  in  tuat  sit- 
uation, and  he  cant  come  back  under  those  circumstances.  Up  to  that  time,  and  for  a 
^hile  afterward,  I  think  it  was  a  settled  question  that  there  were  Ku-Klux.  I  had  to 
take  that  fh>m  the  general  appearance  of  things.  I  had  no  recourse  to  their  records  or 
anything  to  find  out ;  bnt  since  there  has  been  a  law  passed  by  Congres.s  called  a  Ku- 
Klax  law,  and  Aleck  Stevens,  of  Georgia,  has  stated  that  there  wsis  a  reguhu'  Ku-Kius. 
organization  during  the  rebellion,  and  that  thesa  were  bastards,  that  has  come  out  now. 
Tbcy  say  they  don't  want  to  be  known  as  bastards.  There  is  a  report  got  out  now  thab 
there  is  no  Ku-Klux ;  and  so,  when  you  ask  me  who  are  Ku-Klux  and  who  are  not,  I 
caJtt  say,  becanse  I  can  only  judge  by  their  acts,  and  when  they  say  it  Is  at  an  end,  I 
don't  know  which  is  the  afilrmative  with  it.  ^ 
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^y  tbe  Chairman  : 

QueBtioiL  I  will  vary  tbe  qaestiou,  and  put  it  in  this  fonii :  Hare  these  wkippioga, 
killiogs,  and  expulsiuoa  from  the  coautry  been  committed^  as  a  general  thing,  by  men 
who  were  in  disguise  f 

Answ^,  As  I  was  not  present  and  never  took  no  pains  to  know,  technically,  all  the 
facts  in  regard  to  that,  I  can  simply  say  this :  The  men  who  do  it  generally  can  be 
foand  out,  and  when  it  is  mentioned  in  circles  about,  these  men  that  are  known  as  Ku- 
Klux  nod  to  each  other  and  are  generally  pleased ;  but  if  a  republican  is  there,  he  bangs 
his  head,  and  knows  if  he  goes  to  reasoning  anything,  that  in  a  night  or  two  his  house 
will  be  capsized  and  he  will  be  swung  to  a  limb. 

By  Mr.  Bucklkt: 

QuestUm.  Did  you  boar  of  disgnised  bands  riding  through  the  county  f 

Answer,  I  have  seen  them  myself. 

QitestUm.  Recently  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  One  of  them  dropped  off  a  piece  of  horseshoe  galloping  by  me,  and 
I  have  the  shoe  now.  I  tracked  him  borne  and  fitted  it  to  his  borse^s  foot — or  jnnle, 
rather. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Que$Hon.  State  what  is  the  common  opinion  or  understand! n;;  as  to  these  ontran^cs 
having  been  committed  t»y  men  banded  together  and  in  disguise. 

Answer,  All  the  people  who  suffered  for  these  opinions  and  are  loyal  to  the  oonntry 
are  satisfied  that  it  is  an  organized  band.  They  are  not  so  particnlar  about  the  name. 
They  know  it  is  an  organized  band,  determined  to  act  in  opposition  to  the  United  States 
Ctovemment.  On  the  other  side,  these  men  that  do  it  don't  come  out — that  is,  they  do 
come  out.  They  say  there  is  no  Ku-Klux  in  the  country,  that  there  is  notbing  wrons, 
that  it  is  all  law,  that  there  is  perfect  law  and  order ;  in  fact,  that  is  the  way  they  csSi 
it.  I  don't  think  it  is  any  other  thing  from  the  conversation  I  have  heard.  *  Yon  may 
go  to  one  of  them— just  there,  I  willsay  (I  had  forgotten  it  entirely)  I  have  another 
very  important  thing.  I  have  made  a  memorandum  somewhere,  but  I  haven't  got  it 
here,  but  when  1  beard  it  I  thought  that  wortld  do  to  notice.  When  there  was  such 
a  reign  of  terror  and  ever>'tbing  going  on  in  this  way,  I  saw  General  Crawford  here, 
and  we  thought  we  had  the  tlyng  secured  and  we  would  get  military  assistance.  Gen> 
eral  Crawford  promintMl,  and  no  doubt  thought  he  wouhl  give  it  at  the  time.  But  things 
took'a  change.  Well,  for  a  few  weeks  that  Ihiug  threw  them  in  suspense.  I  suppose 
for  six  or  eicht  weeks  things  went  down,  and  I  started  te  hope  we  were  going  to  have 
peace,  and  all  of  a  sudden  there  was  a  worse  outbreak  than  ever.  A  man  1  can  rely 
upon  informed  me  that  he  heard  Judge  Moore,  there  at  Brooksville,  say  that; ''  Damu 
them,  we  have  got  them  now." 

Question,  When  was  that? 

Answer,  When  was  the  United  States  court  held  here  f  last  November  a  year  ago. 

Mr.  BccKLEY.  In  1869  f 

The  Witness.  Yes,  sir;  soon  after  that;  here  in  January  after  that 

Que8tion.  January,  1870? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  says,  "  Damn  them,  we  have  got  them  now."  Says  he,  "  Some 
damned  rascal  has  wrote  to  Smith  for  soldiers  in  here,  and  Smith  wrote  to  me  to  know 
whether  it  was  so  or  not,  or  whether  there  was  any  need  for  them  or  not,  and  I  wrote 
him  word  that  we  didn't  need  any  soldiers  here;  that  everything  was  right  and  Jiothing 
wrong,  and  I  have  the  promise  from  Smith  that  there  shall  be  no  soldiers  sent  here," 

Qnestion,  Yon  mean  Governor  Smith,  at  that  time  governor  of  this  State  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  forgot  to  mention  he  was  governor. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  What  has  been  the  condition  since  f 
Anstoer,  They  took  a  start  right  there,  and  run  over  everything  rough-shod. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  Who  was  the  man  who  told  yon  that  Moore  said  this  f 
Answer.  James  Ketchnm.  I  have  invariably,  since  that,  when  any  man  would  corae 
to  me  and  talk  about  it,  (I  can't  say  quite  invariably,  but  very  ueady  so,)  said,  **  We 
are  helpless,  an<l  to  aggravate  an  already  exasperated  community,  where  they  have 
everything  in  their  own  hands  and  everything  against  us,  we  had  better  be  ^uiet,  and 
stay  at  home  and  attend  to  our  own  business,  and  try  to  never  have  a  Oilision  with 
them  on  any  subject;  for  it  is  useless  to  talk  alKMit  coming  in  contact  with  them  when 
thev  have  every  controlling  power  except  phynical  force,  and  our  physical  force  is  worth 
nothing  without  a  law  for  to  protect  us.''  Our  law  is  good  enough,  to  my  iudgment ;  Just 
as  good  as  I  want,  if  it  would  be  administered  ;  but  it  is  ver^  difficult  tor  me  to  under- 
stand that  a  law  could  be  framed  upon  any  x>rinciple  of  justice  that  would  protect  one 
class  of  men  to  the  exclusiou  of  another.  ^ 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
QumtiM,  Hm  any  one  been  anreatedy  or  indicted,  or  tiiod  for  these  killings  of  which 
yoo  ba?e  made  mention  f 

Auwer.  The  first  case,  for  killing  Levi  Murphy,  as  I  told  yon,  fourteen  or  fifteen  citi- 
seofl  were  ther«s  and  not  an  effort  was  made :  anu  I  think,  probabljr,  out  of  them  some 
of  them  aasisted  him  off,  bat  I  don't  say  so ;  I  think  it  was  so. 

Qumtion,  Ho,  however,  left  the  country  f 

ijmMr.  Yes,  sir.  As  to  the  prosecation,  it  is  probable  that  there  are  some  proseon- 
tioDS.  Yon  know  these  grand  jury  proceedings  are  secret.  I  think  probably  there  have 
been  some  bills  of  indictment  made ;  but  those  bills  of  indictment,  if  you  will  investi- 
gate them,  are  made  for  a  mere  sham  to  cover  up  and  conceal  crime,  and  when  they 
were  handed  out  to  the  sheriff,  before  the  sheriff  would  come  one  step  to  serve  them,  it 
will  be  like  this :  "  Here,  Buckley,  by  God,  see  yonder  is  Jim  Montgomery.  I  have 
got  a  capias  that  will  play  hell  with  him.  He  had  better  leave.  Then  you  whip 
ironnd  and  tell  Jim  to  leave."  As  soon  as  the  sheriff  has  given  the  wiuk,  he  goes  aud 
nmmons  three  or  four  men,  and  says,  "  Here,  boys,  I  have  a  capias  to  serve  on  Jim,  and 
1  mit  bavB  it  served  or  they  will  say  I  haven't  done  my  duty."  Then  the  men  with  the 
writ  will  come  around  that  way  when  he  knows  the  man  has  gone  this  way,  and  21  ve 
him  time  to  get  away,  and  then  come  back  and  prove  that  he  has  done  his  duty,  lou 
can  get  proof  of  that. 

QmttioM.  Is  the  Judge  of  the  circuit  court  there  efficient  f 

isMwr.  I  have  regiuded  him  as  a  good  man. 

QuaHoiL  Is  he  regarded  as  a  ^ood  jud^e  f 

Jntwer.  I  can't  speak  so  positively.  X  have  regarded  him  as  a  gentleman,  and  not 
only  a  gentleman,  but  he  has  been  accepted  by  me  as  a  judge,  under  the  circumstances, 
as  most  men. 

Qfustitm,  What  difiSculty  do  yon  find,  then,  in  executing  the  law  there  f 

Jsmer.  Judges  generally  live  remote  frum  a  grttat  many  of  the  county  seats  in  their 


QumUm.  Is  the  trouble  with  the  Juries  f 

Awwer,  Let  uie  answer  the  other  question  first.  And  where  things  are  carried  on  in 
thifl  organization,  a  disguised  one,  it  is  very  difficult  for  a  judge  to  arrive  at  facts  and 
decide  upon  cases  of  that  nature  without  going  outside  of  his  Judicial  office.  That  is  a 
thing  I  look  to.  I  cK>n't  put  that  to  Judge  Haralson.  I  say  all  Judges  were  put  in  that 
litoation.  Inasmuch  as  Judge  Haralson  will  be  called  into  question,  I  will  say  I  regard 
Mm  ftB  a  gentleman.  Not  only  him,  bot  any  other  Judge  Would  bo  in  that  predicament 
in  getting  in  there,  because  I  live  there  among  them,  and  they  are  ahead  of  me^  long 
ways. 

Qnmtitm,  Is  it  difficult  for  the  grand  juries  to  find  bills  against  such  men  as  commit 
chines  in  your  county  f 

Answer,  I  will  state  this :  It  has  been  twenty  years  since  I  have  looked  over  the  law 
in  regard  to  the  selection  of  Juries.  I  have  frequently  seen  Jm'ors  in  the  box  there  and 
noticed  around  the  community  what  sort  of  men  were  on  the  Juries,  and  I  would  rather 
p^y  a  game  of  seven-up  with  the  best  gambler  in  the  world,  with  one  hand  tied  behind 
oe  and  both  eyes  put  out,  for  my  chance  to  win  a  stake,  than  to  try  to  get  a  Jury  there 
that  I  would  call  an  impartial  one  now. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  that  they  have  discriminated  on  account  of  political  sentiments 
tad  Union  feelings  f 

Answer.  As  I  told  you  awhile  ago,  where  things  are  clandestinely  managed,  it  is  dif- 
fieoH  to  t^L  lliere  is  Doctor  White,  a  good  neighbor,  a  fanner,  a  mercliant,  and  citi- 
z«n.  As  far  as  I  know,  he  is  a  gentleman  with  any  man  that  sits  aroiiud  here.  I  don't 
know  who  you  are  all  here,  but  I  understand  that  there  are  some  here  now  that  belong 
to  both  political  parties;  but  I  don't  believe  that  Congress  would  have  sent  anybody 
here  but  gentlemen,  no  matter  what  party.  Now  I  will  risk  any  man  here,  be  he  who 
he  will,  to  try  Doctor  White  as  long  as  he  wantd  to,  and  he  will  pronounce  him  a  gen- 
tleman and  a  good  citizen.  He  and  several  of  his  neighbors  I  can  speaft  of,  aud  not  one 
of  these  men  have  ever  been  seen  on  a  grand  Jury  there.  In  the  same  neighborhood 
where  I  live,  the  most  dissolute  and  worthless  men  are  generallv  on  the  Jury,  and  men 
nsder  the  most  complete  control.  Ton  can't  pull  your  shoestring  and  tie  it  up  more 
easily  than  they  can  manage  these  scamps.  As  an  evidence  of  it,  take  the  way  I  was 
prosecuted  for  killing  a  man,  and  the  same  man  came  in  without  my  knowledge,  unex- 
pected to  me,  and  gave  the  evidence  he  did.  That  is  a  specimen  of  a  great  many  cases 
tibere. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

QNesfum.  The  same  man  who  prosecuted  yon  came  in  and  did  what  f 

Answer,  The  grand  jury  found  a  true  bill  against  me  for  an  assault  upon  a  man  with 

mtenlion  to  kill  him.    I  didn't  know  what  to  be  at,  for  I  knew  of  no  such  occurrence. 

Ancptive  is  hard  to  prove,  but  I  knew  I  had  done  nothing  of  the  kind.    Nobody  knew 

it   1  was  at  the  end  of  my  row ;  but  it  comes  up  in  court.    I  didn't  employ  any  conn- 
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8el.  Judge  paralson  was  the  jud^e.  When  it  was  first  called  up,  I  said,  "  Jnd^e,  we 
will  not  quarrel  about  it.  Dinner  is  close  by.  I  think,  probably,  if  you  will  wait  until 
after  dinner,  and  call  this  case  up  first,  may  be  I  will  go  into  trial.''  He  came  back 
after  dinner,  and  asked  me  what  I  would  do.  **  Mr.  Shaphanl,"  says  he.'  I  says,  '*  We 
are  ready."  The  man  I  was  alleged  to  have  killed  was  the  first  witness,  and  ho  swore 
positively  that  he  always  regarded  me  as  a  gentleman,  and  If  he  wanted  to  selecc  a 
friend  would  prefer  me  to  any  other  man ;  that  I  had  never  tried  to  hurt  him  at  alL 
The  grand  jury  had  found  a  bill  of  indictment  against  me  of  that  nature. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question,  Returning  to  the  subject  of  elections;  were  instances,  of  the  kind  you  have 
related  to  us,  common  in  that  county— about  controlling  men's  votes,  and  intimida- 
tion, and  so  on  T 

Anstvcr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  on  election  days  there  seen  anything  of  the  sort  f 

Answer,  Yes.    There's  McDowell's  case 

QuesHofi.  Have  you  reason  to  think  such  occnrrenoes  are  frequent  f 

Answer,  My  aim  is  to  give  a  positive  answer,  because  witnesses  may  follow  after- 
ward, and  I  don't  want  discrepancies  between  them  and  me,  and  I  wane  to  be  particu- 
lar. In  that  same  election  for  which  McDowell  was  whipped,  a  few  weeks  afterward 
Thomas  Harper  started  to  Huntsville  with  his  wagon.  He  came  «ome  fourteen  miles 
from  home,  and  in  the  course  of  the  night  a  band  of  dis.^nised  men  came  and  called 
him  up.  They  asked  if  he  didn't  vote  in  the  late  election  at  Summit,  and  vote  the 
republican  ticket.  He  told  them  he  did.  Tliey  asked  him  what  he  meant  by  it.  He 
told  them  that  was  his  choice.  He  was  then  asked  if  six  other  men  had  not  voted  that 
same  ticket,  calling  their  names.  He  told  them  he  expected  they  had ;  that  they  were 
on  that  side,  as  they  understood  each  other,  all  being  on  that  side.  They  then  gave 
him  assurances  that  if  ever  he  voted  a  ticket  of  that  kind,  or  any  of  the  other  six  did, 
they  would  come  and  see  him  again,  and  give  him  a  trip  over  the  moon.  Mr.  Harper  is 
a  farmer,  a  very  industrious  man,  and  one  of  the  most  inoffensive  and  honorable  men 
I  have  ever  been  acquainted  with.  I  have  these  facts  from  his  own  mouth.  He  came 
to  me  for  advice  to  know  how  to  act  in  the  matter. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  other  men  who  have  been  intimidated  from  Toting 
according  to  their  opinions? 

Ansiver,  Well,  sir.  I  have  heard  of  a  great  many  others,  but  I  would  just  state  that 
is  the  general  complexion  of  the  country.  I  ^ve  these  facts  as  some.  Whenever  you 
inqnire  into  of  them  in  any  shape,  you  will  strengthen  my  sentiments  whatever 
shape  you  work  them  in.  I  prefer  not  attempting  to  be  anything  like  accurate  abont 
things  I  haven't  conversed  with,  and  to  find  the  technical  details  it  is  so  difficult,  when 
you  come  to  rule  the  evidence,  to  carry  out  all  these  things,  without  a  conflict  or 
trouble,  and  I  prefer  not  to  make  anything  more  than  a  general  statement,  as  matter  of 
common  belier. 

Question.  Did  I  nnderstand  you  to  say  you  had  seen  men  riding  through  the  country 


in  disguise,  banded  together. 
Answer.  If  you  didn"t 


r  you  didn't  understand  me  to  say  that  you  misunderstood  me  very  widely, 
for  I  say  positively  I  have  seen  them ;  how  often  I  am  unprepared  to  say.  I  have  seen 
them  twice  within  less  than  two  hundred  yards  of  my  house. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  that  f 

AnstPer,  Now  that  is  a  thing  I  am  lacking  in;  but  the  very  night  Horton  -was 
v^hipped  they  passed  my  house  twice. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  Which  Horton  f 
Answer,  He  is  here,  I  think,  probably.    K  he  has  not  been  in  here  ho  will  he  in. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  The  old  man  or  the  young  man  f 
Answer.  The  young  man,  abont  twenty-three  or  twenty-four. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Qticstion.  Some  time  last  December  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir,  about  that  time— the  night  he  was  whipped. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  other  night  did  you  see  them  riding  in  disguise  f 

Answer,  Within  the  last  three  months  a  parcel  of  men  came  up  to  my  gate  and  beg^n 

to  holler.    I  had  heard  the  horses'  feet.    I  know  I  heard  them.    I  hoard  them  when   I 

was  getting  up.    I  have  got  a  couple  of  my  daughters  trained  for  these  things,  and  if 

the  Ku-Klux  ever  come  there,  they  intend  to  meet  them  and  embrace  them.  .They  got 
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vp  and  went  out,  and  thej  began.  It  is  things  that  had  better  not  be  talked  abont,  bat 
one  of  them  came  inside  of  the  gate.    While  they  went  oat  of  the  front  door,  I  went 
out  of  1*^6  back  door,  and  I  was  getting  behind  the  smoke-house,  and  they  were  going 
to  entice  them  around. 
Question,  That  is  what  yon  mean  by  "  embracing  t" 

Jn»wer.  They  went  out  and  shook  hands  and  arms  with  them,  and  if  they  had  any 
bosiuess  they  would  bring  them  in  the  house,  and  I  fixed  my  position  if  they  went  on 
to  meet  them.    I  have  a  very  savage  dog,  and  that  created' a  little  confusion*  and  some 
of  them,  I  expect,  were  drunk,  by  the  way  they  acted,  and  they  became  pretty  rough, 
and  another  of  my  daughters  spoke  to  the  girls,  and  said,  *'  Girls,  you  had  better  come 
in  the  honse."    She  spoke  before  she  thought.    Somehow  it  dlduT  fetch  any  further. 
It  stopped  at  that. 
Question.  Did  these  men  make  known  their  mission,  or  what  they  came  for  ? 
Ahswot.  That  was  so  immaterial  with  me  I  didn't  inquire.    All  the  fkct  I  rested  in 
was,  if  they  wanted  any  business  in  my  house  I  wanted  them  to  have  an  open  way  to 
come  there,  and  I  provided  for  it  in  the  way  I  told  you.    I  don^t  know  who  they  were 
yet    I  never  tried  to  find  out.    If  they  want  to  come,  they  may  come.    I  know  I  am 
in  danger  all  the  time,  but  the  man  that  expects  to  get  along  in  this  world  without 
danger  certainly  has  not  lived  long  at  headquarters. 
Question,  Has  this  been  known  in  the  community ;  have  you  spoken  of  this  befbre  ? 
Afswer.  1  think  this  is  the  first  time  I  have  told  it  ontside  of  my  family.    lam, 
maybe,  tilling  it  now  where  it  would  make  the  case  worse,  but  as  Greneral  Jackson 
says,  *'  I  think  it  will  be  difficult  to  make  it  much  worse  with  them."    But,  understand 
me,  I  don't  know  who  are  Ku-Klux  and  who  are  not.    Heretofore  they  have  said  they 
were  Ku-Klux,  but  now  no  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  How  numerous  are  they  understood  to  be,  or  to  have  been,  in  your  county 
at  any  one  timet 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  been  to  some  pains  to  ascertain,  and  I  suppoae  the  organ- 
ization must  number  about  three  hundred,  and  then  the  influence,  and  sdl  combined 
together,  might  nearly  double  it. 

Question.  You  mean  by  that  that  there  is  an  equal  number  who  co-operate  with  these 
di^uised  bauds  f 
Answer.  1  am  satisfied  that  there  are  about  three  hundred. 
Question.  That  co-operate  with  them  t 

Answer,  That  wear  these  fine  robes — I  don't  know  how  to  describe  these  things  over 
the  head — thrown  over  them,  and  they  have  ma^ks  on.  I  have  seen  them  as  far  as- 
from  here  across  tl*  street,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  yards,  by  moonlight,  just  get- 
ting a  glimpse  at  the  thing  passing  by  moonlight,  where  fifty  or  sixty  men  were  gal- 
loping by.  But  I  was  neiirer  than  that.  I  am  calculating  from  the  house.  I  suppose- 
I  was  within  forty  yards  of  them. 
Question.  Were  the  horses  disguised  t  ^ 

AMtcer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  How  large  a  company  f 

Ansvcer.  I  suppose,  unless  I  saw  the  same  twice,  I  should  judge  there  were  fifty  oc 
oity.  \ 

Question,  When  was  that  f 

Answer,  That  was  the  same  night  I  was  telling  you  of  before. 

Question,  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  it  is  supposed  that  there  are  some  three* 
hundred  more  men  who  sympathize  and  co-operate  with  these  disguised  men  in  Blount 
County  T 

Answer.  As  accurately  as  I  can  speak  about  that ;  in  my  conversations  with  men  L 
have  fallen  in  company  with  them  to  know  how  matters  and  things  stand  there,  and* 
that  is  my  conclusion.  I  haven't  not  traveled  over  the  county  for  information  or  that 
sort,  bat  when  people  come  to  mo  in  distress  for  counsel,  and  tell  over  these  matters,  L 
have  tried  to  get  the  correct  situation  of  the  country,  and  that  is  the  conclusion  I  have 
come  to,  that  their  force  would  be  about  double  as  strong.  Here,  for  instance,  is  ^n 
old  man  who  has  three  sons.  He  will  not  disguise  himself,  but  he  furnishes  horses  and 
rigging  for  the  boys.  The  boys  count  as  disguised.  Maybe  he  has  two  or  three  brothr 
en  who  have  no  sons,  and,  footing  it  up  all  the  way  around,  I  think  there  is  about  as 
many  Ku-Klux  undisguised  as  disguised. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  depredations  that  this  organization  has  eommitted 
upon  ehorches  or  school-houses  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  it  was  in  the  month  of  April — I  don't  know  what  year— 
bnt  on  the  first  adoption  of  the  school  system  under  Governor  Smith's  administration, 
this  man,  Lewis  Copeland 

By  Mr.  Buckley  :  . 

Question.  You  refer  to  18687 

Answer.  Any  of  you  can  date  it  better  than  I  can,  for  I  don't  keep  any  public  records, 
aad  seldom  ever  talk  about  it.  I  don't  know  that  I  have  had  a  conversation  about 
thic  matter  in  six  or  eight  months,  until  right  now,  but  I  recollect  what  I  have  seen. 

48  a 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  It  was  after  your  constitution  was  adopted  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  all  under  that.  I  happened  to  be  called  along  the  roa<l,  and  wanted 
some  directions  about  the  road,  and  I  stopped  at  Lewis  Copolaud's  gate.  I  saw  him 
come  walking  up  the  road  with  some  children  along  that  had  their  elates  and  hooks. 
After  I  got  the  directions  I  wished  concerning  my  route,  he  remarked  to  me,  as  the 
children  passed  by,  **Now,  there  is  a  schgol  commenced  last  Monday,  and  itishroken  up 
fdready,  and  to-day  is  Thursday."  I  asked  him  what  broke  it  up.  He  said  he  did.  He 
went  on  then  to  tell  that  ^'  they  might  have  known  before  it  commenced  that  it 
shouldn't  stand  there.  No  damned  radical  school  should  stand."  He  studied  awhile, 
and  said,  ''  To-day  is  Thursday  and  to-morrow  is  Friday.  It  will  take  all  day  to-mor- 
row to  Ax  up,  and  next  day  is  Saturday;  there  will  be  no  school ;  and  then  Sunday,  and 
I  can  go  to  work  and  lose  no  more  time,  and,"  says  he,  *'  Monday  they  will  be  out  and  I 
will  be  up  to  them,  God  damn  'em."  »  . 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Was  this  a  white  school  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  a  school  established  under-  the  public  school  system,  was  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  was  the  teacher  of  that  school  f  ' 

Answer.  It  was  a  Miss  Beeson,  a  young  lady ;  I  forget  her  g^ven  name;  I  know  it 
Tery  well. 

QuesUan,  Was  she  an  experienced  teacher? 

Answer.  As  to  that,  I  never  troubled  myself  to  find  out  anything  of  the  sort,  sir. 
These  other  things  came  under  my  knowledge,  and  might  have  probably  passed  unno- 
ticed if  it  hadn't  l>een  for  that. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Go  on  with  your  statement. 

Answer.  He  remarked  before  he  went  ofif,  '^  Old  Tom  Nations  "  (it  is  his  granddaughter, 
and  the  hatred  between  him  and  the  Nations  was  intense)  "  says  it  is  his  granddaughter 
and  he  will  put  her  over  in  the  Vallaning  house,  and  just  as  sure  as  he  does,  it  shall  be 
burned  down,  and  he  shall  never  know  who  done  it."  I  remarked  that  that  would  be  aa 
inconvenient  place  for  a  school,  I  thought.  Says  he,  "  Where  then  t"  I  point<?d  np, 
iumI  said,  "  Would  not  that  church  up  thete  be  a  better  place  t"  Says  he,  "  Let  her  go 
in  there."  Says  he,  ^'  The  damned  bitch  shan't  teach  in  the  county,  and  no  school  that 
Tom  Nations  gets  up  shall  be  taught,  or  any  other  damn  radical.  I  intend  to  bom 
them  all  out,  and  I  intend  that  that  house  shall  go  too,  church  or  any  other  house,  and 
they  will  never  know  who  did  it."  The  school  opened  there  the  next  week  at  that 
house,  and  in  a  few  days  it  was  burned  down,  or  rather  a  few  nights,  for  it  was  burned 
•down  in  the  night. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  school-houses  which  were  burned  in  that  oonnty  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  up  here  Mr.  Thompson  had  a  school.  These  disguised  men  were 
complainiiM^  very  much  about  it.  I  have  seen  the  ashes,  and  I  saw  the  house  before  it 
was  bumeuT 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Was  it  a  school  for  white  pupils  f 

Answer.' Yesy  sir.  I  think  the  only  complaint  was  that  the  school  was  radical.  Mr. 
^hite,  the  county  superintendent,  came  to  me  to  see  if  I  could  give  him  any  assistance 
in  organizing  negro  schools  there ;  that  the  law  requires  that  it  should  be  impartiaUy 
done.  There  was  this  difficulty  about  it,  particularly  about  Blountsville ;  that  white  men 
were  willing  to  undertake  it,  but  that  this  disguised  party  had  threatened  them,  and  they 
were  afraid  to  undertake  it,  for  fear  of  being  Ku-Kluxed,  and  they  didn't  know  what 
their  pay  might  be.    It  was  a  general  thing  over  the  county.    They  didn't  succeed. 

Question.  Did  not  establish  any  colored  schools  f 

Answer.  I  will  not  be  positive,  but  I  think  he  did  succeed  in  getting  one  in  one  par- 
ticular neighborhood  where  these  troubles  didn't  exist ;  and  that  is  the  only  one  I  have 
•ever  heard  of  in  the  county. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  have  mentioned  two  school-houses  as  having  been  burned. 

Answer.  They  were  churches  instead  of  school-houses,  and  school  was  taught  in  theni 
and  the  animosity  grew  out  of  the  intense  hatred  in  regard  to  both,  churches  and  schoola, 
BO  far  as  that  is  concerned.  ' 

Question.  To  what  denomination  of  Christians  did  the  church  belong? 

Answer.  Well,  the  house  was  built  and  occupied  and  controlled  by  what  is  called  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United  States.  ^^  , 

Question.  Sometimes  called  the  Methodist  Church  North  digitized  by  vjOOQIC 

Answer.  Well,  we  don't  make  that  distinction  over  there.    We  call  it  theOld  Church 
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which  I  reckon  is  abont  the  same  thing.    We  have  been  careful  to  call  it  Old  Church, 

becaase  we  want  this  North  and  South  to  die  out. 
Question,  How  many  other  churches  have  been  burned  t 

Amtter,  These  are  two  I  have  seen  ;  I  know  them  to  be  so.  Others  I  have  heard  of, 
bat  being  no  public  man,  I  haven't  tried  to  get  facte  about  that. 

Question,  How  many  others  have  you  heard  of  as  having  been  burned ;  I  mean  the 
number  generally  over  the  country  T 

Answer.  There  are  not  many  others.  Wherever  there  haa  been  one  that  has  not  shared 
the  ssune  fate  it  has  been  threatened. 

Question.  Were  any  threats  made  against  men  and  women  who  should  teach  colored 
schools  t 

Aiuncer.  O,  yes,  sir,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  threats? 

Answer.  If  you  call  it  threats,  it  was  just  this :  th^t  they  had  to  take  a  hundred  lashes 
or  two  hundred  lashes,  aU  pretty  severe,  or  if  that  wouldn't  do  they  would  have  to 
take  a  trip  over  the  moon.    That  was  the  amount  of  the  threats. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  such  threats  made  yourself  t 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir. 

QuesHou,  Often! 

Anstcer,  1  can't  say  often,  for  this  reason :  that  I  don't  go  from  home  much,  and  in  con- 
versation on  this  subject  in  crowds,  when  I  hear  it  commence,  I  retire.  The  informa- 
tion I  get  now  is  by  this :  when  people  are  pushed  to  the  very  last  resort,  and  can  find 
no  shelter,  sometimes  they  come  to  me,  and  say  to  me,  "  Can  you  do  something  ?''  and 
for  the  last  two  years  I  have  told  them  wo  had  better  try  to  be  quiet  and  get  along  the 
best  we  can. 

Question,  Is  your  daughter  a  teacher  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  she  has  taught  in  Augusta,  Georgia,  and  Athens,  Georgia,  and  Jack- 
son, Tennessee. 

Question,  lias  any  school  of  your  daughter's  ever  been  broken  up,  or  has  she  been  prer 
▼ented  from  teaching  any  school  t 

Answer.  Well,  Mr.  Pratt,  I  could  give  you  some  most  effective  evidence  of  the  kind 
70a  would  want,  but  inasmuch  as  sno  is  my  daughter,  and  I  int-end  to  try  to  live  by 
ny  own  efforts,  and  encourage  peace  and  harmony,  whenever  that  is  in  my  power,  and  I 
believe  that  is  her  homo,  and  inasmuch  as  she  has  been  able  to  stand  up  against  it  sin- 
gle-handed so  lon^,  if  you  will  let  my  daughter's  private  matters  go,  jf  you  please,  I 
will  not  say  Anything  about  them.  If  they  draw  this  into  it  or  got  so  low  they  can't 
€0  without  it,  let  them  take  it  up ;  but  if  she  has  by  her  prudence  and  discretion  waded 
throogh  these  things,  and  can  stand  up  without  it,  I  asK  if  the  committee  wiU  permit 
W  to  do  so.  1  am  not  afraid  for  hor  to  come,  and  more  than  that,  if  you  want  her,  I 
will  bring  her ;  but  I  think,  gentlemen,  you  will  not  require  it.  But  I  promise  you 
sbeshsdl  come,  and  more  than  that,  when  she  comes,  you  will  not  have  a  doubt  about 
anything  sho  says. 

Quesiunu  Have  you  any  objections  to  telling  the  committee  who  threatened  to  whip 
or  bang  any  one  who  would  teach  a  colored  school  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  in  that  shape.  I  don't  know  tiiat.  You  see  the  teachers  were 
10  intimidated,  they  were  afraid  to  venture  into  it,  and  I  don't  think,  for  this  reason, 
there  is  any  particular  names,  it  is  so  well  understood. 

Question.  What  I  mean  to  inquire  is,  do  you  know  what  persons  made  these  threats  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Who  are  they  ?  ^ 

Answer.  Well,  Lewis  Copeland  is  one  man  I  beard  make  it. 

QuesUonmWho  is  Lewis  Copeland  f 

Ansioer.  He  is  Lewis  Copeland  ;  a  man  of  notoriety  over  there. 

Quettion.  A  man  of  property  and  influence  f 

Answer.  He  has  a  certain  influence.  He  has  a  considerable  connection  right  in  the 
neighborhood.  He  can  control  things  in  the  neighborhood,  right  there,  by  violence  or 
any  way.  I  heard  his  son  John  say  the  same  thing ;  and  I  heard  Judge  Moore  say  tho 
same  thing ;  and  now,  if  you  want  names  of  that  sort,  I  think  very  probably  Mr.  White, 
tho  supenntendfent,  can  give  you  plenty  of  them  and  a  great  deal  of  information  of 
the  sort,  because  I  told  Mr.  White  to  go  on  and  do  his  duty.  We  had  to  take  things  us 
they  came  against  us,  and  I  couldn't  do  anything  in  the  matter,  but  I  know  he  made 
complaiot  and  came  to  me  more  than  once.  I  know,  in  conversations  with  people  from 
different  parts  of  the  county,  they  told  me  that  difficulty  prevailed  in  every  neighbor-i 
hood  but  one,  and  there  they  succeeded ;  but  they  were  uneasy  there,  in  the  strongest 
republican  neighborhood  in  the  county,  all  the  time,  for  fear  of  an  act  of  violence. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  the  existence  of  the  Ku-Klux  order  in  Blount  County  de-. 
Died  until  after  Congress  had  passed  the  law  known  as  the  Eu-Klux  a^t  t 

Answer.  There  is  the  first  thing  where  1  was  ever  surprised  about  it.  A  republican 
eame  and  commenced  conversation  in  the  road  in  my  presence  to  convince  some  of 
Ihem  that  there  was  no  Ku-Klux  and  never  had  been  in  Alabama.    Well,  if  you  take 
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vords  and  names  according  to  the  nniversal  nomenclatnre  of  things,  it  was  Just  as 
certain  os  anything  in  the  world  that  there  were  Ku-Klux  up  to  that  time,  and  I 
thought  for  a  man  of  good  sense  to  talk  that  way  looked  foolish.  He  talked  on  and 
pulled  ont  a  paper  from  Aleck  Stephens  in  Georgia,  that  the  original  of  the  thing — the 
Ku-Klux — they  had  up  in  the  rebellion,  and  when  the  surrender  went,  that  was  sur- 
rendered too,  and  there  has  never  been  any  since.  That's  what  he  founded  it  upon. 
That  happened  lately.  I  began  to  notice  back,  and  as  far  as  I  could  see  into  it,  tliea^ 
seems  to  have  been  a  whisper  sent  out  from  headquarters,  ^'  Bo^s,  if  any  of  you  have 
paroles  from  Vicksburgh  or  Chattanooga,  before  you  go  into  this  fight  burn  them  up. 
It  is  all  understood ;  we  are  not  Ku-Klux  now.  They  may  put  us  on  oath,  and  maybe 
ask  you  if  you  see  any  Ku-Klux  ride,  and  then  it  was  not  Ku-Klnx.''  If  the  bill  of  in- 
dictment comes  for  Ku-Kluxing,  and  they  are  pushed  for  witnesses,  they  are  going  to 
dodge  it  in  that  way. 

^iesHan.  You  say  that  is  their  cub  since  the  Ku-Klux  bill  passed  f 

Armcer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  all  that  £xed  up.  I  know  that  is  the  case  in  Blountsville. 
I  don't  know  bow  it  is  m  Madison. 

Question.  Does  the  organization^  no  matter  by  what  name  it  is  known,  exist  as  much 
in  Blount  County  as  beiore  the  Ku-Klux  bill  was  passed  ? 

Answer,  I  should  say,  if  anything,  it  is  a  little  stronger.  It  is  diflScult  to  say  pre- 
cisely, but  there  has  been  little  variation  in  it,  and  I  think  it  is  a  little  stronger. 

QtMsUon,  Do  they  still  continue  their  outrages  f 

Ansioer,  As  late  as  last  spring  a  woman  was  whipped  in  the  night  and  ordered  ofit 
and  driven  ofif  from  the  county.  Two  or  three  days  before,  fourteen  or  fifteen  men  in 
disguise  went  there  and  shot  their  guns ;  went  under  a  pretext  that  they  had  a  war- 
rant to  arrest  tbem  for  some  offense,  but  instead  of  arresting  them  peaceably  went 
there  and  opened  their  guns  on  them. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Qu€8ti<m,  Where  was  that  f 

Ansicer,  In  Blount  County. 

Question,  In  what  part,  what  neighborhood! 

Answer.  A1>out  thi^e  miles  from  mv  house. 

Question,  How  far  from  Blountsville  f 

Answer,  It  is  about  eight  miles  by  the  road. 

Question,  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  that  was  killed  f 

Answer,  I  didn't  say  killed.  I  say  they  shot  at  them  and  shot  holes  through  their 
clothes,, but  didn't  kill  anybody. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  t    That  is  the  question. 

ATiswer.  One  of  the  men  is  named  Alldredge  who  was  shot  at.  Another  was  named 
Dinsmore. 

Question.  What  is  Alldiedge's  first  name  f 

Answer,  Edward,  I  think. 

Question.  What  was  Dinsmore's  first  namef 

Answer,  Joseph  Dinsmore. 

Question.  Those  were  the  men  who  were  shot  at  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Now,  gentlemen,  let  me  end  up  that  matter  in  my  own  way.  I 
don't  say  whether  either  of  them  are  of  good  character  or  of  bad  character,  or  any- 
tiiing  of  the  sort,  because  I  don't  know ;  but  I  say  these  things  occuri^ed  in  the  neigh- 
borhood where  peace,  law,  and  order  ought  to  have  prevailed  among  these  men ,  and  the 
names,  I  expect,  of  every  one  that  was  engaged  can  be  |?ot  very  easily.  What  it  was 
about  I  don't  know.  I  learned  that  the  pretext  for  coming  upon  them  wiis  this,  that 
they  had  {^warrant  to  arrest  these  two  men,  and  when  they  hunted  them  uf ,  they  hap- 
pened to  find  them  thefe  at  that  house,  and  when  they  found  them  there,  and  shot  at 
them  and  didn't  get  them,  they  became  greatly  enra^eid,  and  swore  that  if  that  woman 
didn't  bring  them  up  she  should  leave,  and  at  the  time  to  bring  them  up  they  didn't 
come,  and  tliey  went  and  Ku-Kluxed  her  and  gave  her  fifty  lashes  and  made  her  leave, 
and  she  had  to  leave  pretty  much  everything  she  had ;  her  dependence  for  a  living. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Da  you  recollect  any  other  instances  of  violations  of  law  by  men  banded  to- 
gether since  last  spring  f 

Answer.  There  is  an  old  man  here  now  by  the  name  of  Horton.  I  haven't  spoken  to 
him  about  it. 

Question,  We  have  heard  his  case  and  you  need  not  state  that. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  One  of  his  sons  is  dead  now,  that  they  called  upon  some  five  or 
six  months  ago  in  the  night.  A  man  that  lives  about  two  hundred  yards  from  the 
house  told  mo  that  it  was  the  cause.  They  beat  him  so  ho  took  sick  and'died.  He  died 
within  four  or  five  days  after  they  beat  him.    They  took  him  out  of  his  bed  in  the 

ight,  and  they  would  make  a  marlL  forty  or  fifty  yards  oiT,  and  would  lay  hickories  te 

^1  as  he  started.    They  had  a  mark  for  him  to  put  his  too  on  when  he  jumped  in  the 
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dark  night.  They  had  another  mark  that  he  had  to  jump  over,  and  they  gave  him 
five  for  not  coming  up  to  this  mark,  and  gave  him  five  for  not  jumping  over  that,  and 
they  kept  straining  him  that  way  and  whipping  him  until  they  gave  him  two  hundred 
bebes.  exorcising  him  in  that  way. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QHtsiion.  What  was  his  name  f 

Jimtrt.  James  Horton. 

OHe$1ion,  A  son  of  this  man  who  has  heen  in  horef 

Itmrer.  Yes,  sir.  This  old  man  I  don't  reckon  knows  it.  He  was  gone ;  they  had  run 
bim  off  when  that  happened ;  ho  only  came  back  six  weeks  ago  or  such  a  matter,  and 
they  have  now  served  notice  on  him  to  leave  again. 

By  Mr.  Bucklky  : 
Quesii&n,  What  was  the  cause  alleged  against  this  Mr.  Horton  f 
Auwer.  I  never  heard  any  cause  alleged  at  nil.  This  Mr.  Billing^sly,  I  asked  him, 
'*  I  suppose  Jim  died  ?"  He  said, "  Yes."  Says  I, "  I  am  sorry  to  hear  it."  Said  ho,  "  If 
you  bad  seen  what  I  did  you  would  have  been  glad  of  it."  **  Why  t"  says  I.  Says  he, 
"  I  wonld  rather  be  dead  all  the  time  than  treated  as  he  was."  Says  he, "  These  Ku-Klux 
went  on  him  and  took  him  out,  and  how  would  you  like  to  be  jerked  out  of  bed  at 
ujght  and  worked  the  way  he  was  f  a  gang  of  men  with  hickories  and  clubs  to  mai'k 
off  a  place  and  stand  on  each  side  so  yon  couldn't  dodge  and  had  to  go  full  split,  and 
had  to  JDst  toe  the  mark  exactly  here,  and  just  jump  the  mark  there,  and  they  kept 
yon  on  in  that  way  until  you  couldn't  jump,  and  when  they  had  exhausted  you  m  tliat 
way,  jost  take  you  up  and  give  you  a  hundred  lashes  and  order  you  to  bed  again. 
Could  you  stand  that,  s^r  t"  Mr.  BiUingsIy  said  that  was  the  cause.  I  have  frequently 
heard  them  say  there — there's  a  preacher  they  bad  employed,  a  man  of  some  note,  named 
Lakin 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Tell  the  committee  all  you  know  about  Mr.  Lakin. 

Anwer.  The  most  I  koow  about  him  is  this :  That,  when  he  came  into  this  country,  ho 
spoke  about  what  his  business  was,  and  that,  according  to  the  instructions  ^veu  him 
by  the  conference  and  the  duty  he  was  sent  out  on,  ne 'wanted  to . disseminate  the 
Gospel,  and  to  know  whether  I  thought  it  would  be  agreeable  for  him  to  come  over 
there  into  my  counti^.  I  told  him  I  would  like  to  see  him  over  there.  An  appoint- 
njcnt  was  made  for  him.  That  was  his  first  visit;  and  before  he  ever  got  up  into  the 
pulpit  to  preach,  I  heard  the  probate  judge  call  him  "a  damned  political  preacher." 
He  has  been  a  political  preacher  ever  since  by  name,  reported  as  that,  and  persecuted 
as  that.  There  is  a  lawyer  living  over  there,  belonging  to  some  shebang,  that  has  got  two 
^ives,  I  know,  and  I  don't  know  how  many  more.  He  wi-ote  over  a  fictitious  signa- 
ture, and  had  it  published  in  a  little  paper  over  there  called  The  Independent,  signed 
"Beeswax,"  (Gibson  showed  it  to  people  there  before  he  sent  it,  so  tney  knew  what 
was  to  como  out,)  accusing  Lakin  of  being  a  political  preacher,  and  a  radical,  and 
sleeping  with  negroes,  and  all  that— a  mighty  low-down  thing.  Well,  we  didn't  take 
any  notice  of  that.  When  they  talked  about  it,  I  told  them  to  hush.  I  said,  if  a  man 
bad  God  Almighty  to  protect  him  and  couldn't  live  over  that,  he  might  sink.  Gibson 
bad  already  two  wives  in  the  country ;  and,  what  do  you  think,  if  they  didn't  catch 
him  in  bed  with  a  negro  woman  in  about  two  months  after  that,  hugging  and  kissing 
ner!  He  packed  out,  and  about  the  balance  it's  not  worth  while  to  teS.  They  turned 
him  out  of  the  church,  and  I  think  the  reason  they  did  it  was  because  the  case  was 
»o  plain  thej^  had  to  in  order  to  keep  up  appearances.  Gibson  ^^as  a  very  i^spectable 
mau,  and  never  ha^d  been  oiFensive  to  society  there ;  but  this  man  Lakin  is  a  very 
ofifensive  man  there. 

Question.  What  was  the  reason  he  was  odious  t 

Aimcer.  Just  because I  can't  tell  that  now.    I  have  a  notion  about  it.    I  will  say 

^is  about  Mr.  Lakin :  From  the  acquaintance  I  have  with  him — and  I  have  known 
him  for  some  time ;  our  intercourse  has  been  of  an  intimate  character — I  have  ever 
regarded  him  as  a  gentleman  and  a  (Christian,  and  not  only  a  gentleman  and  a  Chris- 
tian, but  a  very  energetic  man ;  and  I  am  willing  to  stake  as  much  on  that  as  any- 
thing else;  that  I  defy  any  man  living,  since  my  acquaintance  with  him,  to  point  to 
one  »pot  on  him  now,  sir,  as  to  his  moral  character.  But  I  have  not  been  with  him. 
The  most  of  his  labor  has  been  out  of  my  presence ;  but  from  all  I  have  seen  of  him 
jod  gathered  of  him,  I  have  this  confidence  in  him.  About  sleeping  with  negroes,  I 
know  that's  a  lie. 

Questi^m,  Was  there  anything  in  the  charge  they  made  against  him  of  being  a  politi- 
calpreaoher :  was  there  any  foundation  for  it  t 

AMm^er.  I  have  conversed  with  him  about  that  matter,  and  I  have  freoaentlv  hoard 
H  ipokcn  of.    When  he  preached  they  had  that  I  told  you  of.      Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

QueaUan,  Where? 

Answer.  In  the  coart-hoase  at  Blountsville.  Before  he  hod  gone  into  the  court-hooBe 
to  preach,  there  was  about  a  hundred  men  just  across  the  street,  not  as  far  as  it  is  »croas 
yonder,  to  that  side  of  the  street,  not  more  than  half  as  far ;  two  hundred  men  were  there, 
at  a  grocery  at  the  hack  door,  and  had  been  drinking  and  disorderly,  and  the  probate 
judge  called  him  a  damned  political  preacher. 

Question,  Jud^e  Moore  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  and  abont  two  hundred  more  on  the  other  comer  pretended  to  get 
up  a  singing-school,  and  I  reckon  yon  could  have  hoard  them  three  miles  while  he  was 
preaching ;  and  then,  while  he  was  preaching,  two  dozen  young  fellows  would  come  in 
pushing  one  another,  and  stand  around  and  look,  and  walk  right  out  before  him,  and 
conduct  themselves  in  that  way.  They  got  out  the  tale  about  his  being  a  political 
preacher.  I  happend  to  think  about  it  and  asked  him  once  if  had  been  such  a  thing. 
He  says,  "  No."  I  says,  "  What  did  it  start  from,  then  f"  Said  he, "  Did  you  hear  the 
remarks  that  I  made  at  Blountsville  f "  I  told  him  **  I  did."  His  remarks  were  these :  "  I 
have  come  here  to  preach  among  you.  1  come  to  do  no  harm.  I  come  to  try  to  do 
good.  Inasmuch  as  that  is  our  object,  I  now  open  the  door  to  receive  members  into 
the  church.  But,  before  any  person  comes  forward,  I  wish  it  understooil  that  wo  have 
no  Methodist  Church  South;  no  Methodist  Church  North;  no  Baptist  Church  North; 
no  Baptist  Ciiurch  South.  It  is  the  Methoilist  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United  States. 
Now,  if  there  is  any  person  who  is  a  secessionist,  or  in  any  way  inimical  in  his  feelings 
to\Yard  the  United  States  Government,  lie  ought  not  to  join  this  church.  I  only  re- 
mark that  for  fear  some  person  might  iguorantly  become  entangled.  We  hold  that 
every  man  that  is  a  good  member  of  the  church  ought  to  bo  loyal  to  the  Government  of 
his  country.  As  for  politics,  that  is  not  my  business ;  and  if  cvtR-you  hear  of  a  preacher 
in  my  church  meddling  in  politics  in  a  public  crowd  /anywhere  let  me  know  it,  and  I 
will  silence  him."  That  was  after  he  linished  his  discourse.  He  said  he  had  nefVer 
alluded  to  it  in  a  sermon  in  his  life.  Ho  said  that  was  his  charge  from  the  conference 
when  they  sent  him,  to  let  the  people  know  in  a  good,  friendly  way,  that  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  object  to  receiving  people  into  membership  who  are  not  loval 
to  the  country.  That  was  his  duty.  Outside  of  that  I  know  of  nothing  concerning  his 
being  a  political  preacher. 

Question,  Were  you  ever  at  a  meeting  when  an  effort  was  made  to  assassinate  Mr. 
Lakint 

Anmcer,  Well,  I  don't  know  whether  I  can  say  about  the  assassination  or  not.  I 
know  I  was  at  a  meeting,  and  I  was  certain  that  there  was  something  of  an  unfiieudly 
character  at  work. 

Qtiestion,  Go  on  and  state  the  facts. 

Answer,  I  gave  him  an  opinion  about  it,  to  be  on  his  guard. 

Question.  What  meeting  was  that  t 

Answer,  It  was  at  a  place  called  Gum  Grove,  in  Blount  County. 

Question.  Was  it  a  camp-meeting  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  flail. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  he  preach  in  the  day-time  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir.  His  subject — I  forget  the  passage  of  scripture  that  was  his  t^rt'y 
but  the  subject  was  baptism ;  and  in  taking  it  up  he  went  back  to  the  covenant  of  God 
with  Abraham,  of  circumcision  as  an  initiatory  ordinance,  and  went  on  until  the  Chris- 
tian advent  came  in,  and  baptism  was  introduced  and  the  circumcision  abolished ;  and 
ho  spoke  8f  the  atonement  being  universal ;  that  the  atonement  of  Christ  might  cover 
the  whole  wound.  But  before  he  did  that  he  said,  "My  brethren,  I  am  called  a  Ymi- 
kee  and  a  Methodist,  but  don't  be  afraid  of  my  taking  offense.  I  am  frail  like  othor 
men ;  I  might  leave  out  something  that  would  be  important  for  a  clear  understanding, 
and  so  far  as  you  think  I  haye  not  done  my  duty  I  am  willing  to  do  all  the  good  I  c»u, 
and  you  are  at  liberty  to  ask  me  any  question  you  please."  So,  as  he  paused,  an  old 
fellow,  sitting  oft',  looked  up  and  said,  '*  I  would  like  you  to  explain  to  this  congreea- 
tion  how  you  would  circumcise  a  woman."  Lakin  says,  "What  did  you  say  f '^  The 
old  fellow  asked,  "  How  would  you  circumcise  a  woman  f  "  Lakin  said,  "  Well,  sir,  if 
you  have  lived  to  be  sixty  years  old  or  upward,  and  never  know  that  the  promise  of 
God  applied  to  both  female  and  male  alike,  I  don't  want  to  undertake  to  enlighten  you." 
That  was  an  qffense— one  of  the  greatest  offenses— that  could  have  been  done.  At  that 
camp-meeting,  on  account  of  this  other  thing  I  am  going  to  tell  you  about,  I  adviaed. 
him  not  to  show  liimself  after  dark. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  What  time  of  day  was  it  when  he  preached  this  sermon  t 
Answer,  Eleven  o'clock.    After  dark  came  he  managed  to  get  aix>und  to^his  bed  and 
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» 
went  to  bed.    I  didn't  suppose  any  of  the  people  knew  it.    As  soon  as  after  dark,  in 
came  this  band. 

By  theCuAiit^iAN: 

QueBiion,  Of  disgnised  men  f 

Anmer.  Yes,  sir.  1  don't  know ;  it  was  the  band  that  attacked  him.  A  lady  told  me 
a  nuui  came  up  and  pushed  over  her  shoulder,  and  like  to  have  pressed  her  off  her  seat, 
and  ho  got  ux)  to  the  altar.  He  was  leaning  over  and  up,  and  had  a  pistol  in  his  hand 
as  ho  was  leaning  over,  and  another  pistol  stuck  out  of  his  pocket,  and  she  could  smell 
the  whisky  about  him  ;  and  he  staid  over  there  looking  for  Lakin,  and  another  came  up 
and  palled  him  and  said,  "  Is  old  Lakin  over  there ;  G— d  d — n  him,  where  is  hef  "  and 
sbo  said,  as  they  stood  back  in  a  moment  a  guii  was  tired,  and  in  about  a  second  or  two 
another  was  fire<l  at  different  places  alon^  as  signals.  Well,  a  general  excitement 
sprung  up  then,  and  a  man  there,  I  think  his  name  was  Rodeu,  who  lives  over  in  Mor- 
gan County,  became  uneasy  about  his  family.  He  understood  that  George  Shelton 
oronght  the  crowd  there.  He  went  to  Shelton,  and  told  Shelton  what  he  thought,  and 
asked  him  to  take  them  off,  and  Shelton  told  him  If  he  requested  it  ho  would  do  it. 
Shelton  rode  away.  The  signal  was  given  by  firing  guns.  Some  put  the  number  of 
gODs  as  high  as  fifty,  but  it  is  very  uncertain  about  the  number.  I  don't  see  how  a 
man  could  tell ;  you  might  under  some  circumstances,  but  any  man  knows  that  has 
heeii  used  to  firing  of  guns,  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  count  them  in  the  dark  as  they 
go  off  altogether ;  and  a  considerable  crowd  went  off  with  them. 

QueBiion.  Mr.  Lakin  was  not  on  the  ground  that  night? 

An*tver.  In  his  bed. 

Q^€8tion,  On  the  ground  t 

Awncer.  About  two  hundred  yards  firom  where  they  were.  No  person  all  night  knew 
where  he  was. 

Quation.  Were  yon  upon  the  camp-ground  at  the  time  of  this  monstrous  birth  of 
Mrs.  Horton  was  exhibited  t 

Answer.  1  was. 

Question,  Did  you  see  the  child  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  yon  notice  anything  unusual  in  its  appearance  f 

Ansufer.  I  did,  sir. 

Question,  Will  you  describe  to  the  committee  how  the  child  was  marked,  as  near  as 
you  can  ? 

Answer,  I  didn't  go  into  anything  like  an  examination  of  it.  It  was  just  as  plUin  as 
that  window  that  there  was  something  wrong.  The  family  were  greatly  distressed 
ahont  it,  and  I  expect  I  am  the  first  one  they  came  to  about  it.  The  grandmother  of 
the  child  insisted  upon  it  that  it  should  be  brought  there.  They  wanted  me  to  see  it. 
I  didn't  wish  it.  The  thing  was  done,  and  I  didn't  wish  to  be  troubled  with  it.  I  saw 
it  plainly ;  there  was  nothing  right  about  it  as  a  natural  form.  I  expect  everybody  on 
the  ground  saw  it ;  if  the^  didtr  t,  it  was  their  own  £ftult.  The  people  genei*ally  went 
and  looked  at  it  and  examined  it. 

QuesHon.  Did  you  notice  anything  in  the  child  bearing  the  similitude  of  the  Ku- 
Klaxt 

^  Answer.  As  I  told  you^  I  didn't  make  any  examination  with  regard  to  that.  There 
are  so  many  wa^s  for  thmgs  of  that  sort  to  be  brought  about  on  pregnant  woman,  and 
as  it  was  preaching  time ;  and  if  I  am  at  preaching  I  don't  talk  about  politics  or  the 
praetice  of  medicine,  but  listen  to  the  preaching  and  go  home ;  and  the  course  of  pro- 
ceeding was  to  make  it  as  quiet  as  possible  and  let  the  preaching  go  on.  I  didn't  want 
to  meddle  with  anything  outside.  After  it  was  done  I  asked  the  father  of  the  child  if 
rfie  bad  ever  been  whipped  or  abused  by  the  Ku-Klux  in  any  way.  He  said  no.  I 
aaked  him  if  they  had  ever  frightened  her.  He  said  he  didn't  know  that  they  had,  but 
they  had  been  some  half  a  dozen  times  to  his  house  of  nights  while  she  was  there,  and 
scarcely  a  night  passed,  after  they  were  there  the  first  time,  but  whenever  she  got  to  sleep 
ill  through  the  night  she  was  screaminsf  and  scuffling  to  keep  them  off  of  hiui,  and 
thinking  she  was  in  the  house  with  her  mther,  and  the  Ku-Klux  were  ailer  him.  She 
▼as  that  way  not  in  the  day,  but  in  the  night.  He  thinks  every  night  she  was  troubled 
about  it  in  the  course  of  the  night.  •  1  don't  know  which  looked  the  worst,  a  Ku-Klux 
fi%  yards  off  by  moonshine,  or  that  child  in  the  coffin  in  the  fix  it  was  in. 

Question.  Did  it  give  particular  offense  to  the  Ku-Klux  through  that  part  of  tho 
country  that  there  had  been  a  child  born  said  to  bo  marked  with  tho  Ku-Klux  disguise? 

AMSwer,  There  is  a  doctor  there,  and  a  Methodist  preacher — that  i^  tho  Metuodist 
preadier  South — as  I  uuder^nd,  told  them  that  that  iiad  to  be  fixed  up,  and  called  him 
io  for  a  post-mortem  examination,  to  fix  it  up  and  publish  it  in  the  papers  that  it 
was  all  right,  all  straight,  nothing  wrong  about  it.    The  preacher  is  over  there  yet. 

Questioti.  My  question  is  whether  members  of  this  Ku-Klux  order  seemed  to  be  dis- 
turbed alfthe  birth  of  this  child  with  the  singular  marks  on  it. 

Answer.  The  most  I  discovered  to  testify  that,  was  that  they  said  the  child  was  born 
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all  right;  and  that  it  was  a  lie  raised  against  the  Kn-Klax  fraternity.    That  was  all  the 
disturbance  I  heard. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  they  not  go  and  whip  the  father  of  the  child  after  that  t 

Anncer,  Yes,  sir ;  on  the  night  when  I  saw  them.  They  passed  my  hoase  twice  that 
night  when  they  whipj>ed  him. 

Question,  Was  this  child's  coffin  broaght  on  the  camp-gronnd  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  set  where  everybody  could  see  it.  It  was  all  carried  on  the 
very  top  wave. 

Question.  How  far  did  the  parents  of  the  child  live  from  the  camp-ground  T 

Answer.  1  suppose  a  mile  and  a  half  or  three-quarters.  All  the  connection  except 
him  and  her  were  there.    Her  state  prevented  her  from  being  there. 

Question.  The  child  was  born  dead  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  on  wh^t  day  or  night  t 

Ansv}er.  It  was  the  Saturday,  I  think,  that  the  child  was  bom.  It  was  carried  to  the 
camp-ground  Sunday. 

Question.  When  was  it  buried  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  fixed  up  that  they  were  ready  to  bury  it  then,  but  they  carried 
it  around  to  the  camp-ground  beforehand  for  the  people  to  see  it. 

Question.  And  buried  it  the  same  day  t 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir.  Here  is  a  thiug  that  might  be  hrought  up — that  it  might  be 
thought  to  be  exhi|^ited  for  effect;  but  it  was  not  so.  Tbo child's  grandmother,  au  old 
woman,  was  sometimes  childish,  and,  owing  to  the  circumstances,  it  was  not  convenient 
fop  her  to  go  there.  This  first  one  was  the  young  man's  mother,  and  this  other,  she  was 
at  the  camp-ground,  and  thoy  thought  that,  to  let  the  whole  family  see  it,  it  should  be 
broaght  up  there,  and  they  broaght  it. 

Question.  And  then  carried  to  the  grave  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  when  it  came  there,  they  thought  everybody  could  have  their 
curiosity  gratified,  and  of  course  everybody,  or  almost  everybotly,  could  get  to  see  it. 
It  was  not  with  the  object  of  making  a  talk  at  all,  although  it  was  generally  taken 
notice  of. 

Question.  Was  this  camp-ground  near  Summit  t 

Afiswer.  It  was  some  three  miles  and  a  half  from  there,  I  reckon. 

•By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  I  wish  to  ask  you  whether  the  laws  are  efficiently  enforced  at  this  time  in 
Blount  County,  and  whether  men  are  protected  in  their  lives  and  property  there  t 
Answer.  1  am  satisfied  they  are  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  This  firing  on  the  camp-ground  was  done  at  night,  was  it  f 

Answer.  Y^s,  sir.  I  suppose  they  commonly  commenced  preaching  about  candle-light, 
and  it  was  half  an  hour  after  preaching  was  over. 

Question.  There  was  no  appearance  of  the  Ku-Klu:^  there  during  the  day,  was  there  T 

Ansioer.  No,  sir;  we  never  saw  them  during  the  day  that  I  know  of,  there  or  any- 
where else. 

Question.  No  disturbance  during  the  day  1 

Answet.  Except  what  I  told  about— the  interruption  about  circumcision,  you  know. 

Question.  You  have  told  the  committee  that  you  were  indicted  for  an  attempt  to  kill 
somebody ;  were  you  indicted  for  any  other  crime  T 

Answer.  Not  since  that. 

Question.  Not  since  that  f 

Ansujer.  Not  since  the  surrender ;  I  will  go  hack  of  the  surrender. 

Question'  Prior  to  the  surrender  were  you  indicted  for  anything  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  frequently ;  I  have  been  indicted  often. 

Question.  What  for  1 

Anstver.  For  almost  every  crime  you  can  muster  up.  If  it  is  important,  I  will  get 
copies  of  the  bills  of  indictment  and  send  them  to  you  to  see.  It  has  been  so  long 
back,  twenty  years.  There  is  just  this  thing:  there  is  a  certain  party  over  there  that 
want  to  rule  the  county  and  rule  the  world,  and  any  man  that  is  in  the  way  of  them 
has  to  stand  the  storm.  I  had  a  way  of  just  having  my  own  opinion  and  feelings  ai&  nk 
free  man,  and  they  concluded  that  they  would  learn  mejJjetter,  I  suppose,  ancf  for  a 
long  time  bills  of  indictment  came  against  me,  and  I  finally  learned  that  I  had  better 
keep  out  of  company  pretty  much.  1  did  so,  and  I  thought"!  was  safe ;  and  when  they 
X>ersuaded  me  to  come  into  this  political  matter,  I  told  them  when  it  began  I  was 
going  to  catch  it,  and  sure  enough  I  did.  By  the  time  they  found  an  indictment — 
court  is  only  held  once  a  year— after  they  had  a  trial  I  fixed  and  staid  out.  If  I 
would  go  again,  I  would  find  four  or  five  bills  of  indictment  for  stealing  hogs,  or  marder 
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or  anything  else.  Whenever  I  have  miDgled  in  society  there  where  they  could  see  me, 
bills  of  mdictnient  came  gainst  me ;  when  I  staid  at  home  I  kept  clear  of  them ; 
bat  I  don't  think  any  intelligent,  high-minded  man  can  go  there  and  participate  as  a 
citizen  in  the  intercourse  of  the  country;  if  a  high-mind^,  honorable  man,  I  think  he 
will  catch  it.  They  will  accuse  him  of  negro  equality  and  everything  else  offensive. 
Qtustioti,  You  think  it  is  a  great  crime  over  there  to  beintoUigent  and  high-minded  f 

Atutcer.  You  go  and  try  to  get  them  to  vote  for  a  negro,  or  for  a  negro  to  hold  office,  or 
to  educate  a  negro,  and  you  will  see  how  it  is. 

Question,  Did  they  indict  you  for  hog-stealing  because  you  wanted  to  educate  the 
negroes  and  have  them  vote  f 

J««M?er.  These  old  indictments — for  about  eleven  years  before  the  war  they  had  no 
chance  to  indict  me,  because  I  staid  away  from  the  public  meetings.  One  objection  I 
bad  when  they  pressed  nie  to  canvass  the  county  was,  it  would  be  inevitable  that  I 
Tould  l>e  returned  to  court  and  they  would  drag  me  about ;  but  they  prevailed  upon 
me.  and  snre  enough  the  next  court  tbey  indicted  me  for  trying  to  kill  a  mac,  and  by 
the  time  they  brought  that  to  trial  the  excitement  was  over,  the  campcb^gii  was  over, 
and  I  have  not  been  paiticipating  since. 

Quf9iion.  When  were  you  indicted  for  hog-stealing  t 

Anstcer,  It  was  away  back,  years  j  I  reckon  in  fifty-one  or  two. 

QufsUon.  Were  you  tried  on  that  indictment  f 

Jitsarer.  Tried  on  every  one  they  ever  found,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  indictments  were  found  against  you  t 

Anfurer.  I  can't  tell  vou—numerous.  I  have  never  employed  aov  counsel  or  made 
iny  defense.  They  call  them  up  in  court,  and  I  appear,  and  theii  witnesses  invariably 
srrear.  I  never  had  a  witness  summoned  to  clear  me  in  any  of  them.  The  bills  of  in- 
dictment can  be  got  there  if  they  are  not  destroyed. 

Question.  Were  you  indicted  for  obtaining  money  under  false  pretenses  from  General 
Borkef 

Auewer.  I  forget  now.  I  don't  reckon  I  was,  because  there  has  never  been  but  one 
indictment  since  the  surrreuder— that  is  the  one  I  told  you  about — and  I  never  knew 
General  Burke  untU  during  the  war. 

Queation.  Did  you  obtain  money  from  him  ? 

Anstrer.  There  has  been  some  transactions  between  General  Burke  and  myself,  not  very 
important  anyway ;  but  I  will  promise  you  this,  that,  if  I  ever  obtained  any  from  him, 
it  was  Dot  under  false  pretenses.    If  it  was,  I  am  responsible  for  it. 

Quettion.  Did  you  obtain  money  from  him  f 

Anncer.  If  you  want  an  exact  answer Is  General  Burke  in  town  f 

Quetftion.  I  do  not  know.  I  suppose  you  know  whether  you  obtained  money  from 
him  or  not  ? 

Anmeer.  Well,  when  you  first  asked  that  question  I  began  to  smell  something ;  now 
I  just  prefer,  as  it  is  started  here,  to  clear  it  up.  I  siiy,  if  I  did  it  under  false  pre- 
taaes,  1  consider  that  a  very  high  crime,  sir,  if  it  was  only  one  cent,  and  I  ou^ht  to  be 
ponisbed  for  it.  I  ought  to  be  exposed  for  it,  if  I  am  that  kind  of  a  man.  li  there  is 
any  little  thing  between  General  Burke  and  myself,  (Jeueral  Burke  has  never  apprised 
me  of  it.    I  never  heard  of  an  intimation  of  it  until  now. 

Quefiion.  WUl  you  answer  the  qntstion  t    Did  you  obtain  money  from  him  ? 

Anftcer.  I  think  it  very  probable  I  did. 

Queation.  State  the  particulars  of  the  transaction. 

Anncer.  1  will  state  it  with  an  if,  and,  if  you  are  not  satisfied,  you  can  then  ask 
another  question.  If  I  remember.  Judge  Humphries,  now  at  Washington  City,  wanted 
me  to  remain  here  a  little  longer.  I  told  him  I  was  about  out  of  money.  Ho  said, 
**  VoQ  CO  to  Nick  Davis."  I  went?  to  Nick  Davis.  Nick  said,  "  How  much  do  you  want  f  " 
I  told  nim,  *■*  Not  much.  Can  I  get  what  I  want  F  He  asked  me  if  $15  would  be  enough. 
I  said,  "  Yes ;  only  to  pay  my  bill  out  of  town."  Says  he,  **  You  can  get  lifteen  hun- 
dred, if  yon  want  it."  He  was  a  little  in  liquor,  I  thought,  at  the  time.  We  met  here 
on  the  street  up  here  at  the  southeast  corner.  He  says,  "  You  go  to  Burke ; "  aud  be- 
fore we  separated,  Burke  came  ui»,  and  he  says,  '•  Burke,  take  care  of  this  man.  I  have 
to  go  off.  Do  what  he  wants."  I  think  I  got  three,  or  four,  or  five  dollars  from  Mr. 
Borke,  with  the  understanding,  as  I  thougbt  at  the  time,  that  Davis  would  attend  to 
it,  ftud  it  rather  struck  me  that  since  there  has  bgen  something  said  somehow  about 
that  matter,  that  it  don't  seem  to  be  understood  the  way  I  understood  it  at  the  time  it 
pmsed.  In  fact,  I  know  I  did  get  some  money  of  Burke,  and  it  was  under  these  cir- 
cmnstances  and  just  about  that  amount.    That  is  all  I  can  recollect  distinctly  about  it. 

Question.  Under  the  indictment  which  was  found  against  you,  did  you  get  a  continu- 
ance in  court  in  Blount  County,  uxion  your  own  atfidavit  that  ^Lr.  Davis  was  your 
attorney  T 

Anifwer.  As  well  as  my  recpUection  serves  me.  sir,  I  dou*t  remember  that  I  svcr 
asked  for  but  one  continuance  in  my  life,  and  that  was  just  to  go  out  to. eat  dinner 
in  one  case,  if  I  recollect  aright.    I  have  always  been  ready  for  trial.      VjOCK 

ilsestioH.  I  suk  you  distinctly  if  you  did  not  swear  in  court,  in  support  of  a  motion 
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for  a  coDtiniianoe,  slloginff  that  Mr.  Davis  was  your  attorney  when  that  was  not  the 
fact,  and  when  you  Imow  he  was  not  your  attorney  f 

An9wer,  Wei),  sir,  I  am  in  hopes  you  will  withdraw  that  thing ;  really  I  am  in  hopes 
you  will. 

Qu^tion,  Speak  louder,  so  wo  can  hear  you. 

AnsiciT.  If  you  believe  I  would  bo  guilty  of  such  a  thiog  as  that,  I  am  in  hopes  you 
wouldn't  think  my  evidence  of  sufficient  importance  to  trouble  the  court  or  anybody 
else  about  it.  I  didn't  do  it.  I  never  did  in  my  life.  When  I  have  business  to  do^  if  I 
am  not  ready,  I  stand  square  up  and  make  it  known;  I  don't  dodge ;  and  I  was  in 
hopes  that  General  Burke  and  Mr.  Davis  were  too  high-toned  gentlemen,  and  under 
the  peculiar  circumstances,  that  I  was  engaged  in  the  republican  cause,  and  off  from 
home,  and  I  am  no  office-seeker — I  never  had  an  office  under  the  Government  before 
or  since  the  war— that  just  for  the  sake  of  three  or  four  or  five  dollars,  I  would  rather 
give  a  gentleman  three  or  four  or  five  hundred  dollars  ;  I  have  that  feeling  for  as  little 
a  thing  as  that ;  and  for  them  to  pick  it  up  and  brin^  it  here  on  an  occasion  like  this, 
when  the  happiness  of  the  community  is  at  stake,  I  thmk  it  is  showing  rather  disrespect 
to  the  ca4ise  of  morality  and  patriotism.  If  my  body  is  not  worth  it,  I  might  raise  the 
money,  Mr.  Blair.  I  think  the  clothes  I  have  on  ray  back,  aud  what  I  have  in  my  car- 
pet-bag, will  pay  it,  and  I  think  I  have  friends  enough  to  pay  the  costs,  and  if  I  have 
been  guilty  of  anything  ungentlemanly  or  rogueish,  or  anything  of  the  sort,  here  I  am, 
sir.  I  want  a  government ;  one  thing  I  labor  for  is  a  government  to  deal  upon  the 
evidence  of  honest  men,  upon  truth  and  justice.  I  don't  want  to  be  concerned  in  it-. 
If  I  had  not  regarded  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Davis  as  gentlemen,  I  never  would  have 
taken  a  cent  from 'them,  or  asked  them  for  it,  and  if  they  didn't  regard  me  as  one  they 
ought  not  to  have  done  it ;  and  if  they  regarded  me  as  one  and  had  lost  confidence  in 
me,  they  ought  to  have  told  me  so  to  my  iiice,  and  not  brought  it  up  in  this  way 
among  strangers,  when  I  had  been  good  enough  to  befriend  them  as  gentlemen. 

Question,  You  thought  you  befriended  them  in  taking  their  money  under  these  cir- 
cumstances ? 

Answer,  I  don't  know  as  for  taking  their  money.  I  think  I  befriended  them  in  this  : 
When  I  got  on  my  horse,  swam  creeks,  and  rode  day  and  night,  and  went  on  withoat 
any  expectation  or  wish  ever  to  obtain  an  office,  knowing  that  they  were  both  office- 
seekers  at  the  same  time,  and  I  used  all  the  influence  and  industry  I  could  honorably  do 
to  help  them  build  up  the  republican  party  here,  and  take  care  of  the  government  at 
my  own  expense,  without  any  further  reward  than  protection  from  tne  government 
and  restoration  of  order  in  the  country,  and  considered  it  an  act  of  friendship  for  them. 
As  for  money,  what  little  I  wanted  to  pay  my  bill,  after  I  had  overstaid  my  time — 
the  little  change — I  thought  that  came  in  as  a  thmg  arranged  for  the  convenience  of 
the  party ;  not  a  personalmatter  between  two  individuals  or  three,  aud  now,  as  I  told 
you,  I  have  heard  something  about  this  once  since.  My  recollection  was  that  there 
was  a  misunderstanding  about  it,  and  I  have  told  you  all  I  know  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Mr.  Burke  was  a  candidate  for  Congress,  was  he  not,  about  that  timet 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  In  the  democratic  party  f 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir.  I  wasn't  working  for  him.  I  understood  them  to  volunteer  to  pay 
my  expenses,  and  offer  me  further  pay  if  I  would  require  it ;  but  I  was  above  working 
for  money,  and  at  the  same  time  I  was  above  putting  up  my  horse  and  going  off  with  - 
out  paying  my  bill,  and  before  it  came  to  that,  I  mentioned  it,  and  I  understood  theiu 
to  propose  to  pay  it.  I  got  a  little  change  to  finish  out  the  bill  under  those  oircum- 
stances. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
Question,  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  Colonel  Burke  was  the  democratic  candi- 
date? 
,  Amncer.  I  reckon  not.    If  he  had  been  he  wouldn't  have  been  intimate  with  me. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  I  meant  to  ask  if  he  was  the  democratic  or  republican  candidate  f 
Answer.  I  understood  Mr.  Burke  to  be  the  republican  candidate. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  For  Congress  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  That  is,  they  were  candidates  before  the  convention  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  will  tell  you  all  I  know  about  it.    There  was  a  confusion  got  np 
!iere,  aud  I  think  hard  feelings  between  General  Callis  aud  General  Burke.    I  hated   to 


ALABAMA — SUB -COMMITTEE.  763 

Bee  that,  and  shnnned  it  on  every  oooasion,  and  I  thought  from  what  I  heard  at  the 
time  that  General  Burke  judged  me  to  be  taking  part  against  him,  but  he  was  mis- 
taken. I  never  did  it ;  but  I  think  that  some  person  mischievously  made  him  believe 
that  I  was  co-operating  with  General  Callls  against  him.  I  don't  know  that  ho  thought 
80,  but  I  think  that  he  did.    Both  of  them  were  on  the  republican  ticket. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

Qvestian,  Were  you  a  witness  here  in  the  contested  election  case  in  Judge  Busteed's 
court  f 

Anmcer,  I  was,  sir.  * 

Question.  What  was  the  case  ?  , 

Antwtr.  It  was  between  Hines  and  Sherrod,  in  Judge  Bosteed's  court— right  up 
here.  ' 


Question.  Did  you  testify  in  that  case  t 
Answer.  If  I  did,  I  didn't  tesa 


J  testify  to  anything. 

Question.  You  didn't  f 

Answer.  I  was  a  witness  called  upon,  but  I  didn't  testify  to  anything. 

Qnestion,  Were  you  not  called  on  the  stand  f 

An9iC6r.  Yes,  mr, 

Qu^sHon.  You  didn't  testify  to  anything  f 

Answer.  I  think  as  many  as  three  questions  were  proposed  to  me,  and  my  invariable 
answer  ivas,  no.  Let  it  be  whatever  number  of  answers,  to  every  question  I  answered 
no ;  but  I  call  that  not  testifying  to  anything.    Do  you  understand  it  that  \f  ay  f 

Qwstion.  On  the  contrary,  did  you  not  testify  very  elaborately  to  facts,  and  make  a 
long  statement  as  to  facts  within  your  knowledge  t 

Ansiccr.  I  did  that,  and  will  do  it  again,  if  necessary.  That  question  I  thought  was 
settled  here.  When  the  questions  were  sent  on  here  they  ham^ened  to  exanune  two 
or  three  witnesses,  and  the  rule  was  fully  undcrst^ood  betbre  I  came  on,  and  when  I 
came  in  I  remarked,  "  Itis  useless  to  lose  more  time,"  and  proposed,  as  far  as  I  was 
concerned,  to  lot  it  go.  It  was  settled  right  there.  Creneral  Walker  was  counsel,  sitting 
right  here,  and  said  that  the  interrogatories  had  been  sent  on  in  a  certain  form,  and  tho 
matter  should  be  conducted  technically,  according  to  the  instructions  sent,  and  they 
should  ask  the  questions  precisely  as  they  were  sent  on,  and  the  witness  should  say  yes 
or  no  to  them,  and  that  excluded  me,  and  I  got  up  and  went  out.  Now,  I  will  with 
pleasure  answer  any  other  questions  you  can  aak.  I  don't  think  you  can  vary  it  by 
asking  any  questions,  or  producing  any  evidence  in  any  shape  whatever. 

Question.  Were  you  asked  a  question  for  whom  you  voted  ija  that  flection  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  your  answer  ? 

Anstcer.  I  told  them  I  didn't  recollect.  I  heard  that  thing  handled  on  tho  streets 
here  yesterday  evening. 

Question,  What  did  the  judge  say  when  you  answered  f 

Ansver.  I  don't  rcmgmber  that  he  made  any  remark.  I  explained  the  thing  before  I 
made  the  answer  to  the  court.  It  was  in  this  way :  that  I  wasn't  mixing  out,  and  didn't 
intend  to  go  to  tho  election,  but  some  friends  told  me,  a  few  days  before,  that  they 
thought  tho  difficulty  between  Haughey  and  Hines  was  nearly  arranged,  and  that  if  I 
would  write  a  letter  to  Doctor  Haughey,  that  would  settle  the  thing,  and  they  depended 
on  me  to  come  to  the  election  on  that  day.  Inasmuch  as  I  had  %ome  business  there,  I 
agreed  to  do  it,  and  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Doctor  Haughey  about  it ;  but  before  I  went  to 
toe  ejection,  I  found  that  what  they  had  told  me  was^ot  true ;  that  it  was  not  settled, 
and  that  there  was  no  chance  to  settle  it,  and  when  I  got  to  the  election,  some  of  them 
came  to  me  to  vote,  and  I  told  them  I  saw  no  use  in  voting ;  I  said  that  the  thing  was 
decided ;  that  I  cave  up  the  election.  Perhaps  four  or  five  got  around,  and  got  to  talk- 
ing, and  said,  "Vote,  vote:"  "Don't  back  out."  And  I  know  I  had  more  than  three 
tickets  in  my  hand,  of  different  ones  at  the  same  time,  and  I  was  tired,  and  I  just 
btepi>etl  to  the  ballot-box,  and  handed  in  one,  which  had  either  Hines's  or  Haugbcy's 
name  on  it,  and  I  don't  know  which.  That  was  my  evidence  given  in  here.  I  can't  say 
iwsitivcly  which  I  voted  for.  I  would  have  been  more  particular,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
this ;  it  was  as  clear  as  anything  that  the  ticket  wouldn't  count  for  anything.  If  I 
had  given  it  to  Mr.  Sherrod,  it  would  have  been  the  same  thing.  That  was  tho  cir- 
cumstance under  which  I  voted. 

Question.  In  your  testimony,  you  have  already  said  you  did  not  answer  any  question, 
except  yes  or  no. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  this  thing  about  that  voting,  and  who  I  voted  for:  I  did  not 
consider  that  who  I  voted  for  had  any  bearing  at  all  on  the  matter  that  I  was  sum- 
munetl  on.  It  seems  to  have  been  merely  a  question  that  crept  in,  and  I  had  objected 
to  answering  any  questions  at  all  previously,  on  the  ground  that  a  man  had  come  to 
me  and  got  me  to  make  some  statement  as  to  the  matter  or  things,  in  writing.  I  did 
not  know  his  object  when  he  got  me  to  do  it.  He  induced  mo  to  believe  that  Captain 
Hines  wanted  to  soo  it,  and  a  written  statement  from  me  was  necessary  ^^that  tho^ 
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wanted  to  have  a  consultation.  I  thought  that  was  to  be  the  end  of  it.  I  didn't  come 
all  tho  way  from  homo  on  that  business ;  I  camo  on  other  business.  I  bad  done  my 
business  and  started  home,  and  was  caught  here  below  tho  bank,  and  dragged  iu  here 
about  that  election.  I  was  accused,  and  the  counsel  believeil  it,  no  doubt,  that  I  bad 
come  all  tho  way  from  home  to  interfere,  but  it  was  a  mistake. 

Questioiu  Did  you  not  answer  to  questions  upou  that  trial,  giving  long  and  specific 
answers  in  reference  to  a  great  many  points  as  to  that  election  f 

Answer.  If  I  didj  I  didnM;  do  it  in  the  way  of  evidence.  According  to  my  recollec- 
tion, when  these  remarks  were  made,  it  was  just  casually  in'  coming  to  a  conclusion 
about  how  to  conduct  it.  The  thing  was  not  exactly  settled,  and^emarks  of  that  char- 
acter passed  backwards  and  forwards. 

Question,  Were  any  of  those  statements  made  in  answer  to  questions  by  the  attor- 
neys! 

Answer,  What  kind  of  statement's! 

Question,  The  statement  you  have  just  been  speaking  of  that  yon  made  on  that  trial. 

Anstcer,  I  told  you  among  my  statements  was  this,  that  the  number  of  votes  polled 
in  the  county  was  very  far  short  of  tho  registered  vote  of  the  county— if  you  call  that 
specific,  which  I  suppose  it  is.  My  recollection  of  it  is  as  nearly  so  as  I  could  frame  it, 
and  as  accurate  as  I  knew  how  to  do  it.  Then  these  men  ought  to  have  let  me  known 
when  I  was  called  in  here.  The  question  asked  was  something  like  this :  *'  How  mnch 
I  mixed  about  the  canvass?" — something  of  the  sort.  "  Well,  I  didn't  do  it  at  all.** 
"  Did  I  see  any  act  of  violence,  to  keep  a  man  from  voting  f '  "  No,  I  did  not."  "  Do 
you  know;  of  your  own  knowledge,  any  man  prevented  from  voting  by  violence  f"  I 
said  "No  ;"  but  these  other  things  were  talked  of.  They  came  up  and  were  discussed 
around  before  we  got  into  the  formal  examination.  I  will  take  pleasure  in  giving  you 
correct  information.  I  don't  want  you  to  think  because  I  am  not  a  good-looking  man, 
my  intentions  are  not  good.  I  tell  you  you  are  sent  out  here  on  business  for  the  good 
of  the  country  and  Government,  and  if  I  am  not  one  for  it,  I  don't  know.  I  am  will- 
ing to  do  more  for  that  than  almost  anything.  I  take  a  pleasure  always  in  anythiDg* 
I  can  do,  sir.  I  made  the  remark  yesterday  evening,  that  I  was  very  sorry  that  thin^ 
of  that  character  should  be  so  often  brought  in ;  that  it  was  the  misfortune  of  the  re- 
publican party,  and  the  whig  party,  both,  that  we  had  too  many  scalawags;  and; 
instead  of  aiming  at  the  public  good,  and  all  these  men  working  together  to  keep  the 
scalawags  out,  we  lot  them  iu,  and  they  entangled  a  good  many — got  into  various 
things  by  being  in  trouble  vrith.  them. 

Question,  You  stated  in  your  testimony  that  Edward  Alldredge  and  Joseph  Dinsmore 
were  shot  at  by  a^arty  of  men  that  went  to  arrest  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  stated  that. 

Question,  Who  were  these  men  t 
^    Answer,  I  didn't  see  the  men,  but  they  say  it  was  a  man  named  Trice,  and  a  man 
named  Leopard,  and  a  man  named  Howell. 
'  Question.  Had  they  a  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  these  two  individuals  f 

Answer.  I  have  understood  since  that  they  had.  These  indundnals  didn't  seem  t-o 
have  known  it  at  the  time. 

Question.  Had  Alldredge  and  Dinsmore  attempted  to  escape  f 

Answer.  It  seems  from  their  statement  that  they  rode  ux)  to  the  house  where  they 
happened  tc»  be,  and  commenced  shooting  at  them. 

Question.  That  is  thfcir  statement  f 

Ansioer.  The  statement  from  the  other  side  might  vary  the  facts  materially.  Lict 
whichever  be,  if  Alldredge  is  rigiit,  they  didn't  conduct  themselves  as  they  ought  to. 
They  were  as  much  to  blame  for  their  offenses  as  the  other  side.  I  don't  give  that  as 
a  thing  against  tho  Kn-Klux.  If  there  is  a  republican  in  the  scrape,  when  it  is  left  to 
me,  I  would  put  a  double  punishment  on  him  moro  than  on  the  others. 

Question.  You  state  that  this  occurrence  took  place  last  week  or  week  before  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  just  the  beginning  of  the  week ;  it  was  week  before  last. 

Question.  The  parties  who  went  to  an'est  them  did  so  under  a  warrant  f 

Ansicer.  That  is  what  they  said. 

Question.  Were  any  of  them  officers? 

Ansivcr.  I  didn't  hear  of  that.  I  inquired  about  that,  but  I  couldn't  learn  if  there 
was  an  officer  among  them.  I  imagine  it  was  something  got  up  like  we  see  sometimes, 
somebody  deputized  and  sent  oat. 

Question.  You  ^ust* imagined  that! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quention,  You  say  that  they  went  out  under  a  pretext  to  arrest  them,  and  yet  yoti  do 
not  know  whether  they  had  a  warrant  for  their  arrest  ? 

Answer.  I  would  like  before  wo  go  any  further  about  that,  if  you  please,  in  order 
that  I  may  answer  more  to  yonr  satisfaction — will  you  define  the  word  pretext  for  nie  t 

Quention.  You  said  pretext.    I  snppose  you  meant  something.    What  do  yon  me^u  T 

Answer.  I  was  not  apprised  of  it  when  I  used  the  language,  that  it  might  be  con- 
Btrued,  bu^  my  object  was  to  get  the  true  meaning,  and  I  can  speak  moro  accurately. 
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QueHum*  I  am  not  here  to  define  words.  You  use  yoarown  words.  I  want  to  know 
in  what  sense  you  use  them. 

Answer.  From  the  friends  of  the  party  that  went  there.  I  learned  that  they  said  their 
reason  for  going  there  was,  they  had  a  warrant  to  arrest  them.  Whether  tbey  used  the 
word  reason,  or  pretext,  or  pretense,  I  am  not  positive,  but  that  is  ray  understanding, 
in  that  way,  that  the  difficulty  occurred.  I  am  not  at  a  loss ;  that  is  all  straight  f  but 
to  use  any  lan^age  that  could  be  construed  to  give  an  unfair  face  to  it,  I  don't  want 
to  do  that  on  either  side. 

QuesHon,  What  was  the  crime  which  was  alleged  against  these  parties  f 

Jmicct.  I  never  could  learn. 

Question,  What  was  the  character  of  the  house  in  which  they  were  f 

Answar,  About  like  the  average  of  other  houses  in  the  country,  in  the  neighborhood 
there.  I  never  hear  anything  much  amiss  in  the  house,  or  anything  of  the  party  con- 
cerned in  it.    They  all  stood  pretty  much  around  on  an  equality. 

QneUUm.  You  said  you  had  nothing  to  say  as  to  whether  these  were  men  of  bad  char- 
acter or  not  t 

Auawer,  This  last  statement  was  what  I  meant  when  I  said  I  was  not  mentioning. 

QnegiUm,  W^hat  do  ^ou  sav  t 

Jmswer,  When  I  said  I  didn't  know  arything  worth  mentioning  in  regard  to  whether 
tiiey  were  good  or  bad  characters,  that  gentleman  thought  I  said  positively  that  I 
didn^t  know  anything  at  all,  I  have  heard  that  maybe  one  of  them  got  drunk,  and 
maybe  little  things,  family  accusations,  but  I  think  they  have  all  been  generally 
friendly,  or  on  an  equality,  and  up  to  recently,  I  think,  they  have  generally  lived 
peaceably  among  each  other. 

Quegiion,  You  speak  of  the  burning  and  destruction  of  these  school-houses  and 
churches.  The  churches  are  generally,  in  that  region  of  country,  common  log-houses, 
built  on  tho  roadside,  of  no  great  value  t 

Anncer.  Not  built  on  the  roadside.  We,  over  there,  are  not  very  refined,  and  for  that 
reason,  when  we  built,  we.thought  it  advisable  to  have  our  school-houses  and  churches 
^way  from  where  drunken  men  or  others  could  interrupt  religious  services  I  don't 
Uunk  that  where  a  grocery  is,  or  where  tho  customers  of  a  grocery  are,  is  the  place  for 
a  school.    We  don't  seek  to  send  our  children  there. 

Que9ium.  They  are  generally  isolated — to  themselves  f 

An9tcer.  Yes,  sir,  in  the  woods. 

Question,  And  they  are  frequently  resorted  to  at  night,  by  travelers,  wayfarers,  to 
sleep  in  them,  are  they  notf 

Answer.  I  don't  know  that  I  ever  understood  that  to  be  any  ground  of  complaint, 
ataU. 

Qmestion,  I  ask  as  to  the  fact. 

Amswer,  If  such  has  been  the  case,  I  have  never  heard  it,  or  known  it.  I  have  no 
reason  to  believe  that  either  one  of  the  houses  has  ever  been  occupied  in  that  way. 

Qiusiion,  I  ask  the  question  in  this  point  of  view :  that  houses  standing  isolated, 
akme,  in  that  way,  and  sometimes  frequented  by  travelers  at  night  for  purposes  of 
shelter,  could  be  accidehtally  destroyed  by  fire  f 

Answer.  It  ma^  have  been  so;  I  don't  know ;  but,  if  it  was  so,  I  have  no  idea  that 
any  travelers  going  that  road  knew  where  the  houses  were,  because  they  were  otf  en- 
tirely in  a  private  place,  built  there  on  purpose  to  guard  against  anything  of  the  kind, 
fiur  edacationol  and  religious  services. 

Questum.  The  people  of  the  country  generally  knew  where  they  were  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  of  course  the  congregations  and  the  people  who  sent  to  school 
knew  very  well. 

Qnestion,  In  passing  through  the  country  from  place  to  place,  the  people  who  lived 
in  the  countxy,  knowing  where  these  houses  were,  and  that  they  afibnled  a  place  of 
shelter  in  an  inclement  season,  would  resort  to  them  for  such  purposes  f 

Answer,  1  never  heard  of  that.  So  far  from  it,  I  reckon  an  idea  of  that  kind  never 
occurred  to  an  body  but  you.  1  have  heard  neighbors  speak  about  it,  and,  I  think,  if 
anything  of  the  kind  had  been  given  in  conversation  about  among  those  interested, 
ajid  if  anybody  had  thought  of  such  a  thing,  they  would  have  mentioned  it. 

Qmestiim,  Do  you  know  where  this  man  Russell  is  now,  who,  you  say,  killed  Mur- 
phy? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  don't  expect  there  is  a  man,  or  very  few  if  anybody,  who  knows. 
He  has  gone. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  Murphy  was  killed  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.    • 

Question.  You  say  a  number  of  persons  were  present  f 

Amswer,  Well,  people  who  were  present  told  me  there  were  twelve  or  fourteen  there. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  one  person  who  was  present! 

AnsKer*  1  am  personally  acquainted  with  several— perhaps  every  one  of  them. 

Qnciiion,  GiA'e  us  tno  names  of  some  of  them. 

Amswot.  If  my  recollection  serves  me  aright,  Gus  Horton  was  present ;  it  was  in  his 
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bouse.  'William  Trice  was  prcBent.  Now^  withio  half  a  mile  of  that  place  jon  can 
easily  get  up  a  good  many  nien,  and  it  is  almost  like  having  all  preflent^thirty  or 
forty^'-Dut  1  will  not  say  positively.  I  recollect  Trice  said,  when  Muipby  was  killed,  he 
caught  him  in  his  arms;  and  I  recollect  to  have  heard  Hortou  say  that,  when  Miiri»hy 
started  in  the  room,  the  probate  judge  said  to  him,  he  had  bettor  not  go  in  tliero,  or 
something  to  that  amoout ;  then,  about  the  balance  of  them,  I  think  I  know  tbo  men 
personally.  I  can't  say  which  particular  one  was  there,  because  in  a  few  minutes  after 
it  was  done,  there  was  a  great  many  there. 

Question,  Why  did  Russell  shoot  him ;  was  there  any  quarrel  between  them  f 

Answer,  I  heard  of  none. 

Question,  You  know  of  no  reason  for  bis  shooting  him  ! 

Answer,  No,  sir,  no  more  than  just  this:  so  far  as  Russell's  character  is  concerned, 
and  all,  I  expect  ho  was  rather  a  lawless  man.  I  don't  intend  to  saddle  the  neighbor- 
hood with  him.  He  hadn't  been  living  there  long.  He  had  lately  come  into  the  coan- 
try,  aud  in  his  intercourse  with  society,  what  time  he  remainod  there,  he  didn't  con- 
duct himself  well.  Everybody  complained  of  him.  I  recollect  a  few  days  before  that, 
a  man  came  to  my  house ;  Russell  assaulted  him,  and  he  gave  him  a  good  whipping, 
knocked  him  down  and  stamped  him.  I  have  heard  of  several  other  altercationB  that 
he  had  in  a  very  short  time. 

QuesHon,  Were  Gustavus  Horton,  and  Trice,  and  the  othsrs  yon  mention,  all  friends 
of  Russell  f 

Answer,  I  am  not  prepared  to  answer,  but  to  gness  at  it,  I  shonld  guess  they  were. 

Question.  Were  they  Iriends  of  Murphy  f 

Answer,  If  enlisted  either  way,  I  should  think  they  were  friendly  to  Murphy,  becaoee 
they  were  raised  there,  and  always  got  along  well  together. 

Question,  They  made  no  attempt  U>  secure  Russell  f 

Anstccr,  O,  no,  sir ;  none  at  all. 

Qivetiion,  Did  Murphy  give  him  any  proYOcatioQ  f 

An9\cer,  None  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  What  were  the  circumstances  attending  the  murd^f 

Answer,  As  1  recollect,  they  had  a  bottle  of  brandy  or  whisky  in  the  counting-room- 
it  was  a  Htore.  It  seems  Russell  had  procured  it  and  got  it  in  there,  and  they  probably 
had  met  to  take  a  social  drink,  and  Russell  was  very  free  in  expressing  himself  in  of- 
fensive language  toward  the  republicans,  and  remarked  that  a  radical  or  that  a  reiiiib- 
lican — with  an  epii.het  of  some  kind— couldn't  hold  up  his  head  in  his  presence.  Jtut 
at  this  time  Russell,  it  seemed,  had  directed  the  language  to  Murphy,  and  ho&ced  up 
to  him,  and  said,  *'  I  can  hold  up  mine,  sir."  Just  about  that  time  was  the  end  of  it ; 
he  shot  him,  aud  killed  him.  That  is  what  they  represented  it  to  me.  Russell  went 
about  a  mile  further — a  man,  out  of  his  own  mouth,  told  me  he  saw  it — with  a  double- 
barreled  gun,  and  a  couple  of  cifizens  there  furuisned  him  a  horse  and  means  to  get 
away.  After  a  few  days  his  father  came  in  and  go  this  effects  and  ^ife,  and  sent  Ukem 
to  him,  and  from  that  he  went  to  unknown  parts.    I  have  never  heard  of  him  since. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  John  F.  McDowell,  who  voted,  upon  one  occasion,  the  repub- 
lican ticket,  and  was  threatened  at  the  time.    Were  you  present  at  that  time  ? 

Ansicer,  No,  sir.  I  st-ated,  when  giving  in  the  evidencoj  that  I  had  the  statement 
from  McDowell. 

Question,  From  McDowell  himself? 

Anrnier,  Yes,  sir ;  and  from  others  that  saw  it  all  done.  It  was  a  conceded  fact  in 
the  community,  and  by  the  speot^ators. 

Question,  You  stated  that  J  udge  Moore,  the  jsrobate  Judge  of  your  county,  sent  a  m»n 
to  you  to  find  out  whether  McDowell  was  coming  back  to  the  county  f 

Anstoer,  That's  what  the  man  told  me. 

Question,  What  was  that  man's  name  f 

Answer,  James  Ketchum. 

Question,  Where  is  Ketchum  now  f 

Answer.  I  exi)ect  he  is  at  home. 

Question,  Does  he  live  over  there  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sii* ;  close  by  BrooksviUe. 

Question.  Is  Judge  Moore  a  man  of  respectability  and  education  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  should  think  he  would  moke  a  very  poor  probate  judge  if  he  had  no 
education ;  and  as  for  respectability,  our  code  of  morals  over  there  won't  apply  to  the 
geueral  definition  of  things  in  that  respect,  but  I  should  iudge  that  he  ought  to  be  re- 
spected by  somebody ;  and  if  he  hadn't  been,  he  wouldn't  have  got  to  be  probate 
judge. 

Question,  1  simply  wanted  yoor  ideas  on  the  subject ;  not  a  disquisition. 

Ansioer,  Mr.  Blair,  I  always  have  held  that  a  mean  man  was  not  worth  talking 
about,  and  a  good  man  ought  not  to  be  abased. 

Question,  That  is  a  very  good  maxim. 

Answer,  I  never  had  much  acquaintance  with  Judge  Moore,  and  never  desired  to  col* 
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Umie  any,  and  perhofM  yoa  had  lietier  inqnire  of  somebody  that  has  been  intimate 
with  him  to  kiiow  his  real  standing  and  morals,  6cc 
Questiott,  Weil,  sir,  your  advice  is -very  ffood,  probably. 

Anmoar.  I  dou't  give  it  in  the  way  of  advice,  bnt  of  explanation.  I  conldn't  under- 
take to  advise  you  about  anything,  Greneral. 

QueaU»n,  You  happen  to  be  ou  the  stand,  called  here  from  yonr  county  ou  the  part 
of  these  gentlemen  of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  and  I  suppose  they  assumed  that 
yoa  were  a  man  who  knew  something  about  the  people  of  your  county ;  and  1  ask  tho 
question  distinctly. 

Answer.  I  don't  know  who  called  me ;  I  understood  you  all  were  on  the  United  States 
bnsiness. 

Quetiion,  That  is  not  the  point  I  am  asking  you  on  now.  What  is  the  standing  of 
this  man  Moore  in  the  community  f 

Aasioer,  I  told  you  that  I  never  had  much  to  do  with  him  in  any  way,  or  tried  to  find 
o«t  much  about  him.  The  most  importanfi  thing  that  ever  came  up  between  him  and 
ISO  had  its  origin  iu  these  difficnlties,  and  he  is  with  that  gang,  and,  owing  to  his  being 
coimected  with  that  gang,  that  was  enough  for  me  about  any  man ;  and  I  became  sat- 
isfiod  that,  if  he  was  one  of  them,  I  didn't  want  to  carry  my  acquaintance  with  him 
aoy  farther,  and  I  have  shunned  lum ;  I  know  he  is  one  of  them. 

Question.  You  know  he  is  one  of  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  I  know  he  is  with  that  gang,  and  I  know  a  friend  of  his  told  me  he  was  the 
cbief  presiding  officer,  or  Cyclops,  when  it  commenced. 

Qaestion,  Who  was  that  friend  of  hisf 

Aatwer,  Virgil  Newsome ;  and  then  the  remarks  he  mode  about  the  organization  that 
they  had  gotten  up  to  straighten  out  matters  and  hang  people  and  lynch  them,  and 
that  it  would  be  carried  out,  convinced  mo  that  I  was  not  suited  to  his  taste,  and  I 
didn't  want  to  be  offensive  or  burdensome. 

Question,  Did  he  make  that  statement  to  you  f 

Anncer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  looked  me  iu  the  face  and  rather  bit  his  teeth  together. 

QueiUoH.  He  told  yon  he  waa  connected  with  an  order  to  lynch  people  f 
^Answer,  He  didn't  use  the  language  you  use. 

QuesUou.  I  am  usisg  the  language  you  used. 

Answer.  I  can  use  the  same  language  you  use  and  turn  it  about  to  make  it  something 
very  different.  You  divide  six  by  two,  and  the  product  will  be  three,  but  if  you  mul- 
tiply two  by  six  it  will  be  twelve ;  and  so  yon  can  take  words  and  make  as  much  differ- 
flDce  in  words  as  in  figures,  by  turning  them.  Mr.  Moore  confirmed  the  statement  that 
it  was  an  oryi^nization  of  that  kind,  and  that  it  should  be  rigidly  carried  out. 

QnesiUm.  Of  what  kind? 

Answer.  That  if  a  roan  didn't  go  straight,  or  if  he  come  in  contact  with  that  party, 
that  they  intended,  in  the  first  place,  that  somebody  would  take  them  out  and  give 
them  fifty  lashes,  and,  if  that  wouldn't  do,  they  would  string  them  up  to  a  limb,  and 
they  shonkl  never  know  who  did  it. 

Qnesiiim.  Mr.  Moore  made  that  assertion  to  you  f 

Anstcer,  No,  sir ;  another  man  made  tlie  assertion,  and  then  Mr.  Moore  looked  at  mo 
aiBd said  it  should  be  carried  out;  that  they  had  that  organization. 

$i(«9/ioit.  When  was  that  f 

Answer.  That  has  been  answered  once.  It  was  a  short  time  before  General  Meade's 
<^er  for  the  legislature  to  meet. 

QnesUon.  You  spoke  of  a  man  named  James  Horton,  who,  you  s&y,  was  whipped  to 
death,  or  was  so  beaten  that  he  died  soon  afterward ;  was  that  a  son  of  this  old  man 
who  testified  beret 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Let  me  stop  you  again,  if  you  please,  and,  if  I  am  going  too  fast, 
>top  me.  It  was  not  exactly  as  you  stated,  but  it  was  very  materially  different.  I 
said  he  was  very  badly  whipped,  and  ho  died  soon  afterward ;  but  I  understand  you  to 
Bay  that  yoa  understood  me  to  say  that  ho  was  so  badly  whipped  that  he  died  because 
be  was  whipped.    He  was  whipped,  and  he  went  to  bed  and  never  recovered. 

Qmestion.  That  is  what  I  understood  you  to  say. 

Answer.  Bat  I  didn't  say  but  what  he  might  have  been  sick  outside  of  the  whipping 
or  something. 

ifu^stiou.  VVh^  waa  that  f 

AnsHer.  Well,  I  think  it  was  last  spring—along  in  the  course  of  this  year. 

Qnesti&n.  You  said  he  was  a  son  of  this  old  gentleman  who  testified  here  yesterday  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  stated  that  you  did  not  believe  the  father  knew  his  son  was  dead  T 

Answer.  I  said  he  didn't  know  it.  He  knew  he  was  dead,  I  reckon ;  iiut  I  said  I 
didn't  expect  that  he  knew  about  the  Kn-Elnx  whipping  of  his  son. 

Question.  Ho  ha9^becn  back  there  since,  has  he  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  we  don't  talk  about  such  things  much ;  I  don't ;^pieople  that 
ooBoe  aboat  me  don't  talk  much  about  it  where  I  am.  Digitized  by  OOOQ IC 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  his  brother  knew  it  f  ^ 
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Answer,  Tea,  sir ;  I  know  his  brother  knows  it ;  I  know  that,  because  I  recollect  to 
have  heard  him  speak  uf  it.    I  am  confident  he  knows  it. 

Question,  Is  it  not  rather  a  singular  thin^  that  when  he  was  testifying  here  yester^ 
day,  both  he  and  his  father,  they  neither  ot  them  mentioned  that  fact  ? 

Answer.  1  don't  know  whether  it  was  singular  or  plural.  I  know  one  thing ;  I  was 
asked  th6  question— pointed  directly  to  it — and  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  the  statement 
according  to  what  I  knew,  and  I  reckon  they  did  the  same  way. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  his  brother  was  aware  of  the  fact  that  he  had  been  whipped 
by  thoKu-Khixf 

Anmcrr.  I  am  satisfied  that  his  brother  was  aware  of  the  fact. 

QtiestioH,  Did  they  live  near  together  f 

Answer.  About  two  miles  and  a  half. 

Quesiian.  Nearer  than  you  do  to  him  f 

Answer.  About  the  same  distance.  I  don't  know  that  I  would  have  thought  of  it, 
only  go?ng  over  so  many  things,  and  asking  questions,  was  the  way  I  came  to  think  of 
it.  I  didu't  8tart  from  home  thinking  of  it.  I  don^  know  when  I  did  think  of  it 
before.  It  vft\s  just  reached  as  it  came  out  firom  me  in  that  manner.  There  is  nothing 
that  I  started  from  home  with  any  intention  of  testifying.  I  didn't  fix  it  before  1 1^. 
Tlieae  things  occurred  from  time  to  time.  I  didn't  know  what  they  were  going  to  ask 
Pie,  or  who  was  going  to  do  it,  but,  according  to  my  recoUection,  in  the  way  they  have 
conducted  the  examination,  it  will  be  reached  in  that  way  chiefly. 

Question.  His  brother  was  asked  the  question  as  to  these  outrages,  and  other  ques- 
tions, yet  he  never  mentioned  such  a  circumstance  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  was  not  aware  it  happened,  but  a  man  that  has  no  connection 
with  that  at  all — and  I  believe  he  stands  as  an  upright  gentlemen — about  two  hundred 
yards  off,  told  me  that  he  knew  it  was  so,  and  he  saw  it. 

Question.  Mr.  Billingsly  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Saw  him  whipped  f 

Answer,  He  saw  what  was  going  on,  and  told  me  about  their  making  matks,  forming 
an  avenue,  and  whipping  him  and  making  him  leap ;  if  he  jumped  too  far,  knocking 
him  back,  and  going  on  so  until  they  exhausted  him,  and  then,  giving  him  a  good  beat- 
ing, they  went  off  and  left  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  stated  that  you  had  been  often  indicted,  but  had  never  employed  a 
lawyer  to  defend  you.  What  has  become  of  these  indictments?  Were  you  convioted 
on  any  of  them  f , 

Anstpo'.  Acquitted  on  all.    I  have  never  had  a  witness  summoned. 

Question.  Have  you  had  a  good  many  enemies  in  Blount  County  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  on  account  of  your  known  iK>litical  opinions  and  pditioal 
actions  ? 

Answer.  1  attribute  it  generally  to  that. 

Question.  Are  Union  men  under  cow  in  that  region,  in  Blount  County  f 

Anstcer.  O,  yes,  sir  ;  very  much  so. 

Question.  Is  there  not  a  very  unfriendly  feeling  existing  in  that  community  toward 
men  known  to  be  loyal  to  the  Government ! 

Answer.  Their  hatred  is  very  intense,  and  has  been  ever  since  it  originated.  It  never 
has  cooled  down. 

Question.  About  how  many  Uniou  men  are  there  among  the  white  people  of  that 
county  f 

Ansiper.  Not  mixing  among  the  people  freely  and  frequently,  I  might  be  mistaken ; 
but  I  have  ever  been  satisfied  that  a  majority  of  the  people  are  Uniou  men. 

Question.  How  do  the  democrats  of  Blount  County  express  themselves  in  relation  to 
the  fifteenth  amendment  ? 

Answer.  As  far  as  I  have  heard  them  express  themselves,  they  say  that  every  man 
that  abides  it  has  surrendered  all  the  rights  of  a  freeman,  and  be  is  not  fit  to  live  any 
longer,  and  no  government  is  fit  to  live  that  will  swallow  it. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  democratic  party  in  Blount  County 
are  still  opposed  to  the  negro  voting  f 

Ansu^er.  Yes,  sir,  you  do  understand  me  so. 

Question.  Are  they  bitterly  opiK>sed  to  it  T 

Answer.  So  much  so,  that  I  don't  think,  from  the  last  election,  there  has  been  a  col- 
ored vote  given  in  the  county,  only  some  negroes  among  them  they  have  got  to  vote 
the  democratic  ticket. 

Question.  Why  do  not  the  negroes  vote  in  Blount  County  f 

Answer.  All  the  negroes  I  have  asked  for  the  reason  why  they  didn't  vote,  said  they 
had  been  warned  that  they  had  better  not  go  to  the  election.  Well,  some  negroes  have 
been  whipped  there,  and  so  on,  and  run  ofL  ^ 
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-  QuetAn.  Wa«  it  because  of  intimidation  that  they  did  not  vofce  f 
Awwtr,  They  are  afraid  they  will  be  shot,  and  they  are  certain  they  will  be  whipped, 

if  tbey  will  go  there  and  don't  vote  the  democratic  ticket. 
Q^taUon,  Are  the  democrats  of  Blount  Connty  opposed  to  the  edncation  of  negroes  f 
Aimoer,  Invariably ;  so  far  as  I  am  acquainted  they  are. 

Ovation,  Do  you  know  of  any  negro  school  having  been  established  and  maintained 
in  Blount  County  f 
Amwer,  Only  one,  and  that  was  under  very  peculiar  circumstances. 
Question,  How  long  was  that  maintained  f 

AimDcr,  I  am  unprepared  to  say^  but  only  a  few  months.    It  was  of  short  duration. 
QuaiMn,  Would  it  be  considered  safe  for  any  man  or  woman  to  attempt  to  teach  a 
negFo  school  in  that  connty  f 

Answer,  I  have  stood  evorythinff  else  that  came  at  me,  but  you  couldn't  hire  me  for 
aoyuQonnt  of  money  to  undertime  it  on  my  own  hook.  I  don't  know  how  others 
wooM  do ;  some  people  would  grab  at  money,  but  money  wouldn't  make  me  under- 
take that  there. 

(jut^uon.  You  have  heard  of  this  "  new  departure "  movement  of  the  democratic 
^rty  in  the  North.  What  are  the  sentiments  of  the  democratic  party  of  Blount 
Ooanty  in  respect  to  that  movement  t 

iMteer.  I  think  the  sentiment  is  sort  o'  tangled  or  run  out;  when  you  get  to  that. 
Yon  can't  get  any  sense  out  of  them  about  it. 

Qmtiwk,  Why ;  do  they  not  understand  it  f 

Antwer,  Yon  can't  make  thom. 

tfrn^iMi.  Does  it  seem  to  them  like  going  back  upon  their  old  doctrines— old  senti- 
oe&tsf 

Answer,  They  are  afraid  it  will  throw  a  little  help  OTer  to  the  radicals;  and  they 
vaut  to  hear  from  headquarters  before  they  go  any  further  into  it.   - 

Qwttion,  Do  the^  stUl  talk  up  there  about  the  reconstruction  measures  being  ^'revo- 
lationary,  unconstitutional;  and  void  f ' 

•^Miwr.  Yes^  sir ;  and  whenever  they  get  up  a  constitutional  Congress,  they  are  going 
^  upset  all  these  things  and  begin  anew.  ' 

Qvestioii.  Did  you  ever  hear  them  call  the  Congress  that  enacted  these  measures  a 
"ramp  Congress  f 

Ansvcer.  Yea,  sir. 

QuaHon.  Is  that  a  common  name  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  the  "  rump  Congress." 

Quesfioii.  They  dont  believe  that  any  of  the  laws  enacted  by  that  Congress  before 
tbeae  States  were  admitted  were  constitutional  or  valid? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 


HuNTSvnxK;  ALABAMA;  October  11^  1871. 

ISAAC  MABION  BERRY  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chaibmak  : 

QmtHoH,  BtiKte  your  age  and  plaoe  of  residence. 

Answer,  1  am  near  forty  years  old.  I  will  be  forty  the  last  of  next  month.  I  reside 
in  mount  County,  Alabama. 

QnesHon,  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Blount  County? 

Answer,  Have  been  living  near  the  line  of  Blount  and  Marshall  Counties.  I  was 
bom  in  Blount.    I  wa&  raised  principally  in  that  county. 

itneeUon,  Have  you  lived  in  that  county  most  of  the  time  since  the  war? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qii«iMoii.  Were  you  in  the  Army  during  the  war?      9 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qicslibft.  In  which  army  ? 

Answer,  I  was  for  five  or  six  months  in  the  rebel  army.  I  went  out  under  the  con- 
scription and  staid  about  six  months,  and  then  went  al>out  two  years  in  the  Federal 
Anny  in  this  place.    It  was  between  one  and  two  years — nearer  one  than  two. 

Qnestion,  Are  ^ou  known  as  a  Union  man  in  Blount  County? 

Answer.  Ye8,8ur. 

QnestUm.  State  whether  the  Union  men,  white  and  black,  in  that  connty  have  beeu 
•ob^eted  to  any  persecntions  since  the  war. 

Mswer»  There  nave  been  a  great  many  outrages  in  that  country  upon  loyal  char- 
acters. 

Qnestum.  What  kind  of  outrages  ? 

Jmrner,  Qenerally  from  disguised  characters.  •  *  Jp 

QisesHtm,  About  what  time  did  these  bauds  of  disguised  men  first  make  tj^m 
appeacanee  in  Blount  County  ? 

49  A 
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Anstoer,  About  the  time  of  the  presidential  election,  when  Mr.  Blair,  and  Mrl  Gimnt, 
and  tiiose  ran. 

Question,  You  think  they  sprang  np  abont  that  timef 

Jfuwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qjuestum,  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  how  nnmerons  the  organiEation  was  in 
that  county  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  have  no  idea  how  numerous  it  was. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  seen  any  of  those  bands  f 

Answer,  I  have  never  seen  any  disguised. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question,  Are  there  none  in  that  portion  of  the  county  f 

Anmoer,  Not  immediately  where  I  live.  I  lire  in  the  mountains.  They  sa^  in 
appearance,  each  side  of  me.  Here  of  late  they  have  been  existing  in  Brown's  VaUey 
and  about  BlountsviUe.  From  Guntersville  to  Blooatsville,  in  thoae  valleys,  they 
have  been  raiding. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  live  near  the  line  of  the  county  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Question,  About  how  far  from  BlountsviUe  f 

Answer,  1 1'eckon  it  is  about  twenty  miles  from  where  I  live  to  BlountsviUe. 

Question,  Do  you  often  go  to  BlountsviUe  f 

Answer,  Not  very  often;  I  took  the  oensoa  last  year  in  Blount  County— the  anbdi- 
vision  there. 

Question,  Have  these  bands  of  disguised  men  been  kept  up  in  the  county  sinoe  the 
fall  of  1868  to  the  present  time  f 

Answer,  They  appear  to  be  existing  in  there  yet,  more  or  less. 

Question,  Do  you  hear  of  any  outrages  committed  by  them  f 

Answer,  Yes, sir;  frequently. 

Question,  What  outrages  have  you  heard  of  committed  by  them  sinoe  last  qmng — 
■ay  since  April  f 

Answer,  Old  Uncle  Tom  Nation  told  me  they  raided  on  him. 

Question,  How  was  he  treated  f 

Answer.  He  apparently  was  treated  very  shamefully. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  Was  he  a  white  man  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  What  did  they  do  to  him  f 

Anewer,  1  don't  know  that  I  could  state  altogether  what  they  did  do  to  him,  but  any 
way  one  cut  him  on  his  back.  He  told  me  tbey  went  there  and  drove  around  and  cat 
up  around,  and  eventually  took  him  <^t.  One  took  him  up  on  his  back  and  the  otber 
went  behind  and  drew  a  large  stick  and  set  on  him  as  if  he  were  going  to  knock  him 
off  of  the  other  one's  back.  Ho  said  he  saw  the  Uc^  was  coming,  but  .uie  fellow  made 
his  lick^  and  as  well  as  I  recolieot,  he  didn't  hit  him,  or  didn't  aim  to.  I  think  the  old 
man  said  he  saw  after  the  follow  struck  that  he  didn't  aim  to  hit  him,  and,  as  well  aa  I 
recollect,  he  looked  for  another  to  shoot  him  about  the  same  time  that  this  Uck  was 
given.  They  carried  him  down  to  a  field,  and  his  wife  followed  on  crying.  They 
threatened  him  and  cursed  him,  and  at  last  turned  him  loose.  I  don't  remember  the 
particulars. 

Question,  Were  these  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer,  YesLsir. 

Question,  What  did  they  chaife  him  with  T 

Answer,  They  had  been  there,  I  think  twice,  he  told  me.  One  time — I  don't  know 
whether  it  was  the  last  time  or  the  first  one — ^he  had  had  a  certain  renter  on  his  farm 
tending  his  land,  and  in  the  settlement  some  way  the  renter  was  not  satisfied,  bnt 
thought  he  ought  to  have  a  little  more,  and  they  came  and  forced  the  money  out  of 
him  and  made  nim  pay  it  over.  Then  they  were  back  there  again  correcting  some  little 
negroes  he  is  raisins— little  colored  girls.  I  tiiink  he  said  they  whipped  tSem.  I  will 
not  be  sure,  but  I  tnink  he  said  so. 

Question,  For  what  offense  ^ 

Answer,  Nothing  more  than  because  'the  old  man.  from  what  I  have  found  out,  sufiTered 
ihem  to  come  to  the  table,  and  eat  at  the  table  wnere  he  ate.  There  are  none  bat  tha 
old  man  and  his  wife. 

j^iMtttott.  Old  man  Nation  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Tom  Nation.  Digitized  by  GoOQIc 

Question,  He  is  a  white  man  and  those  were  negroes  raised  by  him  T    ^ 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  raised  by  him. 
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Quftkn.  Ib  he  a  loyal  mani 

Ansver,  Yes,  sir.  He  was  not  in  time  of  the  war ;  I  think  he  was  not.  I  leaUy 
didn't  know  rnnch  abont  him  then,  whether  he  was  Union  or  loyal ;  bat  sinoe  the  ivar 
be  has  been  a  very  strong  republican,  very. 

Ovation,  1b  he  obnoxions  on  that  acconnt  np  there  f 

JiMtrer.  He  seems  to  be. 

QuettUm,  Statoany  other  recent  oecnironee  that  yon  know  of. 

Angwer,  Well,  some  two  or  three  have  occnired-^eyeral,  I  ezpeot,  if  I  could  think  of 
tbem. 

Quegtion,  Take  your  time.    Have  they  been  very  numerous  f 

Answer,  They  are  so  often  that  I  hardly  pay  any  attention  to  them.  I  live  away  out 
and  probably  it  is  a  week  or  two  before  I  hear  of  them,  and  they  get  somewhat  old  he- 
lore  that  time.    I  learned  that  they  raided  James  Wooden's  boose  in  BlountsviUe. 

Qaatkn,  Was  he  a  white  man  f 

A»8war,  Yes,  sir ;  a  merchant  in  Blountsville. 

Questum,  When  was  he  raided  f 

Anttcer,  Some  time  this  summer.    It  was  only  reported  to  me. 

QtieBiion,  What  were  the  particulars  as  jrou  undeistood  th^n  f 

Axswer,  He  had  some  colored  people  hired  there.  They  didn't  abuse  him  any  per- 
Bonallj  himself,  but  they  went  there  and  raised  a  row  with  his  ccribcHced  people,  I  think, 
and  nm  them  off,  if  I  am  not  mistaken  now. 

Qnettkm,  What  was  the  offense  of  the  colored  people  f 

Answer,  I  didn't  learn. 

QwttUMi,  But  you  understood  that  they  were  run  off  f 

Answer,  That  was  my  understanding,  that  they  were  run  off. 

Qwstkm,  State  any  other  cases  that  yon  know  of. 

Answer.  I  learned  it  was  about  this  way :  They  had  gone  there  and  made  a  raid  on 
lum,  and  it  seemed  they  had  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  Ku-Klux,  or  something  of 
tiiftt  sort,  and  they  went  there  a  night  or  two  afterwards  and  told  him  he  should  not  be 
outraged  any  more,  and  so  on.  It  seemed  he  had  friends  who  were  disguisers,  or  some 
of  them,  and  they  came  and  told  him  he  should  not  be  outraged.  One  day  they 
visited  the  colored  people,  and  the  next  time  they  came  to  console  with  him,  appar- 

QtoHon.  Were  the  colored  people  returned  to  him  f 

AMswer,  I  do  not  know. 

QitesUon,  State  any  other  cases  you  know  of. 

Answer,  I  only  heard  of  this  Mr.  Horton  that  was  here,  tiiat  was  ontrMed ;  I  heard 
piity&c.  Here  this  summer  there  was  one  Mrs.  Bussell  outranged.  I  think  her  aon- 
^hm  told  me  it  was  last  May  that  she  was  outraged. 

Qn€sUon,  What  were  the  p^urticulars  of  that  case  f 

Jjuttier.  Three  men  went  there  and  knocked  her  door  down,  and  went  in.  I  d«nt 
hww.whether  they  particularly  abused  the  old  lady,  but  any  way  they  incurred  her 
uupleasoro  by  treating  her  so  badly,  and  she  knew  them.  One  of  them  is  in  Blouate^ 
^  jail  now:  the  other  is  Mug  in  the  woods,  a  fugitive. 

Qmiion,  What  was  her  offense  f 

Answer.  I  never  learned. 

QuatUm,  Were  these  raids  generally  made  in  the  night-time  f 

Answer,  Tes,8ir. 

QnesUon,  Were  the  raiders  armed,  as  you  understood  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir,  that  is  my  understanding ;  they  generally  go  that  way. 

Qfiestion,  Were  the  horses  disguised  f 

Answer.  Those  were  footmen,  I  think ;  I  know  the  men ;  that  is,  these  oharaoteTS  I 
fP^  of  now  don't  own  any  horses ;  they  are  foot-fellows  geamlly,  imd  have  sk> 
nowes. 
^nestion.  State  any  other  occurrences  that  have  £Edlen  under  your  knowledge  of  this 

ODd. 

Answer.  There  was  an  outrage  made  upon  a  young  girl  dofwn  Idiere  near  the  Red  Hill, 
M  Haishall  County,  near  the  line  of  Blount  County. 

QnesUon,  What  was  her  name  t 

Answer.  I  cannot  call  it  lib  mind  now. 

Qnsslion.  Give  the  circumstances. 

AnsiKT,  They  went  there,  as  I  learned,  and  abused  her  very  bad ;  whipped  her  very 
badly. 

QMrfum.  Forwbatf 

'tever.  I  didn't  learn  any  cause ;  nothing  more  than  some  boys  around  there  had 
hem  nmning  around  her,  and  she  had  tola  some  tales  on  them,  and  they  flogged  her 
oat  for  it.  They  said  that  she  had  tpld  some  tales  on  some  young  men  around  in  the 
c<mntry  there  that  they  didn't  like :  and  that  is  why  ^e  was  whipped. . ,    Clonals 

««»«o«.  Was  she  a  Secent  girl  f  ^^'^  ^^  V^UU^  le 

Answer.  I  drat  know ;  I  hear  bad  talk  about  her. 
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Question,  Did  they  visit  her  in  the  night-time  T  • 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  in  the  night-time. 

Question,  How  many  f 

Ansvfer,  I  Aon^t  know  that  I  inqaired  into  the  number;  but  as  well  as  I  reoollocty 
seemingly  abont  five  or  six. 

Question.  Were  thev  disguised  f 

An^er,  Tes,  sir ;  that  was  my  understanding^  that  they  were  disgiiised. 

Question.  They  took  her  out  and  whipped  her  badly  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know  as  they  took  her  out.  She  was  whipped  in  the  house.  Her 
mother  was  working  at  a  neighbor's  house.  She  was  alone  by  nerself  with  the  littlo 
children. 

Question.  Do  any  other  cases  occur  to  you  f 

Answer.  How  far  back  did  you  say  you  wanted  me  to  go  t 

Question,  I  will  not  limit  you.  Yon  may  go  back  and  state  any  occurrences  that 
have  happened  in  Blount  or  the  neighboring  counties. 

Anstver.  One  instance  is  of  a  case  this  fall  two  years  ago.  They  have  been  very 
numerous.  I  don't  know  whether  I  can  recollect  them  all  or  liot.  There  was  one  fellow 
named  Thomas  Pointer  who  was  run  off.  He  was  not  whipped ;  they  could  not  get 
hold  of  him ;  that  was  the  reason,  I  reckon. 

Question,  What  was  his  offense  f 

Answer.  He  had  been  up  here  to  the  United  States  court  as  a  grand  juror,  and  they 
had  imaged  there,  as  near  as  I  can  find  out,  that  he  was  accessory  to  getting  some 
bills  against  them  here  in  court  for  illicit  distilling. 

Question.  Who  ran  him  off  f 

Anstoer.  Disguisers — I  don't  know  who ;  disguised  characters. 

Question.  Has  he  never  returned  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  His  only  offense  was  that  he  had  been  a  grand  juror  f 

Antnver.  And  he  had  belonged  in  time  to  the  Fedom  Army.  That  is  all  I  could  leam ; 
there  was  nothing  else  obnoxious. 

Question.  Do  they  raid  upon  people  in  Blount  County  for  having  served  their  coun- 
try in  the  Federal  Army  f 

Answer.  Well,  it  is  this  way  sorter :  they  want  to  keep  that  part  of  it  hid  as  mueh 
as  possible^  that  they  are  doing  it  for  that ;  but  I  see  that  they  don't  like  a  man  who 
served  in  the  Federal  Army  unless  he  joins  them  and  is  one  of  their  sort ;  t^en  they 
like  him  pretty  well. 

Question.  By  what  epithets  do  they  caQ  such  men  f 

Answer.  Yon  wiU  have  to  speak  again  to  me.    Wlkat  was  that  f 

Question.  By  what  epithets  or  names  do  they  call  those  men  who  have  served  in  the 
Federal  Army  f 

Answer,  They  call  them  tones  and  such  like— those  that  were  living  there  and  served 
in  the  Federtd  Army.  They  generally  call  them  tories;  and  look  upon  them  as  low- 
down  characters. 

Question.  It  is  a  mark  of  diBgraoe  with  them  to  have  served  in  the  Union  Army  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  especially  with  these  disguised  Elans. 

Question.  Yon  have  mentioned  Thomas  Pointer's  case.  Will  you  mention  any 
others  f 

Answer.  There  is  one  James  Austin  who  was  outraged. 

Question,  What  was  done  to  him  T 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  Some  say  they  stuck  it  out  themselves  around  that  they  whipped 
him ;  but  he  denied  it.  I  don't  know  whether  they  abused  him  or  not. ,  They  say  tney 
whipped  him,  from  what  I  could  find  «ut.  They  put  that  rumor  out  among  the  citizens, 
that  they  whipped  him. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Whipped  who  f 
Answer.  Whipped  Mr.  Austin ;  but  he  denies  it.  , 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  What  does  he  say  they  did  t 
Answer.  He  Said  they  didn't  do  anything  to  him.  • 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Does  he  admit  that  they  visited  himf 
Answer-  He  admits  it.    Here  is  the  way  of  it :  He  was  at  a  woman's  named  Sina 

King,  that  he  has  been  accused  of  ruining.    He  was  there  and  they  run  in  on  him 

piereiy  for  visiting  Sina  King. 
Questian.  Was  she  a  loose  woman  ?  C^  mr^n]o 

Answer.  Bather  a  loose  character,  I  think.  Digitized  by  VjOO^LC 

Question.  And  he  denies  being  whipped  to  save  himself  from  that  disgrace  f 
Answer.  He  tries  to  deny  being  there  any  way. 
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QmHitn.  Do  yon  know  of  aay  other  cases  t 

Auwer,  ^ht  reeently  that  same  Sina  Kin^  has  been  whipped  by  them,  I  learn. 

Question,  Were  the  men  who  whipped  her  disguised  f 

Juwr,  Tes,Bir. 

(vesHon.  How  many  whipped  her  f 

Answer,  JSome  five  or  six,  it  was  my  understanding. 

ByMr.  BlaIb: 

(hesHon,  Was  she  a  radical  f 

Answer,  I  don^t  know  what  she  1$.  She  has  not  much  politics,  I  reck<m ;  women 
don't  have  much. 

Question,  She  is  for  Union,  is  she  not  f 

Answer,  A  Union  woman  f 

Question,  Tes. 

Answer,  I  don't  know.  I  will  state  the  fact  of  that  whole  thing  as  I  have  sot  it. 
This  here  Mrs.  Russell  living  right  near  her,  is  her  aunt  Well,  Mrs.  Bussell  thinks 
that  this  Sina  King  is  the  occasion  of  her  beinjg  outraged  by  these  three,  one  of  whom 
they  have  got  in  jail  now  for  it.  It  appears  that  this  Klan  went  on  Mrs.  Siua  Kin^, 
beeaose  she  officiated  in  having  Mrs.  Kussell  abused  by  disguised  characters ;  so  it  is 
dog  cat  dog  among  them. 

Question,  Is  Mrs.  Russell  a  loose  woman  too  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  think  not.  She  stands  very  fair  among  her  neighbors  as  a  peacea- 
^  quiet,  harmless  woman,  living  to  herself  She  had  only  one  daughter,  and  Ed. 
£aaBell  married  her. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  Hortons  being  Ku-Kluxed  f 
Answer,  Tes,  sir. 
Quesium,  How  many  of  them  f 

Answer,  Well,  there  is  one,  the  old  man  there  and  his  spn,  that  I  learned  had  been 
Kn-Klnxed. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
QMftiaii.  Which  one  f 

Answer,  He  was  in  here  before  you.    He  came  here. 
Question,  Do  jon  know  his  name  f 
Answer,  1  forget  it. 
Question,  Was  it  Bei^jaminf 
Answer.  Basil  is  the  name  he  goes  by. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Qfiestion.  The  same  one  who  was  before  us  yesterday  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  know  a  ^orton,  a  son  of  thd  old  gentleman,  named  James,  who  is 
aeadnowt 

AnssDer,Ye8,Bit. 

Qiustion.  Did  you  over  hear  of  his  being  Ku-Klnxed  f 

Answer,  It  seems  to  me  that  he  was  Ku-JJuxed,  and  that  I  learned  that  he  was ;  but 
1  will  not  be  sure,  ^ 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  he  was  whipped  by  them,  and  died  not  long  after- 
»aidl 

Answer,  I  heard  of  his  death  and  then  I  heard  of  his  being  whipped,  but  I  never  got 
«Jto  the  particulars  of  ii. 

Qitestion,  He  died  while  his  father  vAs  a  refugee  out  of  the  country,  did  he  not  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  Murphy,  the  radical  sheriff,  who  was  killed  in  1868  f 

Answer.  In  Blount  County! 

Question.  Tes,  sir. 

Answer.  There  has  been  no  man  murdered  of  that  name,  that  I  know  of  I  can't  call 
ittomind. 

Question.  Who  was  the  first  sheriff  appointed  after  your  State  was  reorganized  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  I  recollect  now  well  enough :  Murphy  was  killed.  I  knew  him  well 
J  mnember  about  his  election.    He  was  kiUed  at  Summit. 

Question.  By  whom  t 

Answer.  By  one  Mr.  Russell. 

9^ei$on.  Did  you  understand  that  he  was  killed  on  account  of  his  politics  f 

Answer.  The  controversy  was  about  politics  when  he  was  killed,  as  I  learn.  I  think 
[t  was  before  the  election ;  I  will  not  be  sure — the  presidential  election ;  it  was  some- 
ttmg^Kmt  the  election.  ,,ed  by  GoOqIc 

yuettum.  Can  you  recall  any  more  instances  now  f  '^ 

Answer.  Well,  I  could  go  back  in  Morgan  County  and  over  there  give  instances. 
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Question.  Yon  may  do  bo. 

Answer.  The  organkation  firsi  oame  up  and  th^  laided  on  Judgtt  Chadton. 

Question.  When  was  that  f 

Answer,  That  was  aboat  the  time  the  organizatioD  first  grew  up  in  Morgan  C4MUity  f 

Question.  What  did  they  do  to  him  f 

Answer.  They  weift  there  and  broke  ^wn  his  door.  I  will  not  say  that  they  did 
break  down  his  door,  bat  they  made  an  effort  to  do  so.  I  am  not  sore,  bat  I  think 
they  did  break  it  down. 

ByMr.  BfTCKLsr: 

Question.  Where  was  Jadge  Charlton  living  then  f  * 

Answer.  At  Summerville,  Morgan  Coantv. 

Question.  Go  on  and  tell  about  it,  if  you  have  anything  mope  to  say. 

Answer.  They  raided  in  on  him  there,  bat  they  didn/t  get  hold  of  him.  Oae  Bob 
Gardner  ran  oat  by  them  as  they  surrounded  the  house,  and  they  shot  at  him,  as  I 
learned.  Judge  Charlton's  son  was  in  the  room  and  shot  at  one  of  the  Ku-Klnx  out  of 
the  window,  and  fhffhtened  them.  He  shot  at  one,  and  they  said  that  he  died,  but  I 
never  ascertained.  It  has  been  reported  that  a  Ko-Klux  was  killed  there,  but  I  do  not 
know. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  What  was  the  acousation  against  Judge  Charlton  t 

Answer.  Apparently.  Judffe  Charlton  told  me,  it  was  because  he  was  taking  the  mMxed 
of  ropublicau  policy  of  the  Government.  He  had  been  a  democrat  onoe  early  after  the 
war,  and  things  hadn't  shaped  themselves  to  snit  him.  That  is  just  what  he  told  me, 
that  things  coming  up  did  not  suit  him  and  that  reconstruction  had  taken  place,  and 
he  was  in  favor  of  reconstruction  and  could  not  be  in  £etvor  of  it  without  being  a 
republican,  and  was  bound  to  abandon  the  democratic  party ;  that  was  the  cause. 

Question.  And  this  was  the  method  they  took  to  convert  him  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir.    He  told  me  they  were  trying  to  bring  him  back  into  their  ranks. 

Question.  Give  any  other  case  in  Morgan  County  that  occurs  to  you. 

Answer.  In  Morean  County  it  did  not  seem  to  exist  very  long.  It  seemed  that  the 
disguisers  were  rather  disorganized  and  quit  after  that. 

[The  committee  took  a  recess  a  1.30  p.  m.  of  x>ne  hour  for  dinner.} 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Since  the  recess,  have  you  recalled  any  other' instances  of  outrage  ppon 
Union  men  f 

Answer.  I  have  thought  of  one  or  two.  There  are  several  more,  if  I  could  draw  them 
to  mind.  There  are  a  great  many  of  thorn.  There  was  an  outrage  committed  ou  an 
old  colored  man  down  at  Summat    X  think  hia  name  wm  Jwk» 

Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  it  t 

Answer.  All  I  could  learn  about  it  wa»  that  he  had  sickness  inhis  family  or  something, 
and  had  a  difficulty  with  the  doctor  there  that  Sectored  his  family.  The  doctor  wanted 
him  to  pay,  or  something  of  that  nature,  and  I  don't  know  whether  the  old  ooUnred 
man  relused  to  pay  him  or  not,  bat  probably  he  dadn't  pay  him  as  soon  as  he  wanted, 
and  this  crowd  went  there  and  collected  the  doctor's  biU  &r  him. 

QuyiUm.  Were  the  men  disguised  that  visited  this  colored  man  f 

AnSoer,  That  is  what  I  learned. 

Qtiestion.  Their  object  was  to  compel  him  to  pay  the  doctor's  bill  f 

Answer,  It  seemed  so. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  with  him  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know  that  they  did  anythingJiioce  than  to  make  him  pay  the  bill. 

Question,  How  many  visited  him  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know  what  number. 

Question.  Is  that  an  ordinary  method  of  collecting  dues  in  Blount  County  f 

Answer.  WeU,  it  is  not  often  the  case.  There  are  some  instances  of  it.  They  do  it 
frequently,  frequently,  I  would  say. 

Question.  Is  there  aay  other  instance  you  recall  f 

Answer.  Well,  if  you  go  away  back  to  the  time  they  first  came  in  thero  and-  all,  I 
don't  know  when  I  wouM  get  through,  they  would  occur  bo  frecjueutly  to  my  mind. 
Going  away  back,  I  would  recollect  a  great  many,  and  a  great  many  1  would  not  ttmik  of. 

QMStion.  From  first  to  last,  how  many  outrages  do  you  think  have  beuu  coBunittod 
by  men  in  disguise  upon  peaceable  citizens  in  that  region  f 

Answer.  I  have  no  idea ;  there  are  so  many  I  could  not  hardly  guess.  It  has  been  so 
frequently  the  case  ever  unce  they  have  been  or^nized,  that  there  has  been  sat  eat- 
rage  committed  every  week  since  they  have  been  in  existence  in  the  coontry. 

Question.  Would  you  think  as  many  as  one  or  two  hundred  cases  have  ocouired  t 

Answer.  I  expect  there  have  in  my  own  knowJedge,  if  I  coald  think  of  them. 
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^Kr.BucKLBY: 

Question,  I  see  that  Mr.  Lakin  states  in  his  testimony,  page  134,  that  there  have  been 
seveoty-one  ontrafes  in  that  ooonty  within  his  knowledge  and  iuformation. 

Jmrner,  I  would  suppose  he  was  oorreot.  They  became  so  naraeioas  I  joat  qait 
keeping  accoont,  and  didnt  pay  attention  or  notice. 

Quei&m,  Ton  think  thai  many  have  been  eonunitted  f  * 

Jmeer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  that  mai^  haive  been  oommitted  in  Eloiuit  County. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Quetthn,  How  many  <^  the  men  concerned  in  oommittinff  these  outrages  have  eyer 
been  broufdit  to  justice,  so  fiir  as  your  knowledge  extends  T 

Anneer,  In  Blount  County  f 

QmUon,  Yes,  air.  * 

Jmmer,  There  has  never  been  any  cme,  so  far  as  I  have  any  knowledge  of. 

Quatkm,  Have  no  prosecutions  been  instituted  f 

Amwot.  Not  unless  there  is  one  in  jail  now.  That  Is  all  the  one  I  have  ever  known 
of  bein^  pat  in  jail  for  outrages. 

Que8ti(m.  Is  that  a  late  occnrrencef 

JjMwer,  Yee,  sir,  right  late. 

Quetiion,  With  that  exception,  there  arc  no  other  prosecutions  that  you  have  evev 
iieardoft 

Awwtr.  No,  sir,  none  that  I  have  l^eard  of.  There  was  an  outrage  committed  upon 
Wd  Ketoham  that  was  in  jail,  and  taken  out  and  hung. 

QuesHon.  What  was  his  offense  Y  , 

Auwer,  He  had  been  accused  of  killing  a  man  with  a  knife  there  in  BlountsviUe. 
Ibat  was  my  undrastanding. 

By  Mr.  Bucelet  : 

Qiesfum.  Was  he  taken  out  by  dlsgrnsed  menf 

Antwr,  By  disguised  men.  The  disguised  men  went  there  the  night  before  and 
^manded  the  key  of  the  sheriff  and  he  would  not  give  it  up,  and  they  told  him,  as 
UtuJ  can  recollect,  that  they  would  be  back  the  next  night  and  he  must  be  out  of 
the  way ;  and  the  next  night  they  went  back  and  took  him  out  and  hung  him.  That 
» the  way  I  learned  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuoHofL  By  what  general  name  are  these  bands  of  disguised  men  who  commit  these 
ontpsges  generally  known  T 

Antwer,  They  are  generally  known  by  the  name  of  Ku-Elux. 

Qwttion.  Have  you  any  idea  how  strong  they  are  in  Blount  County  f 

Amwar,  WeU,  sir,  I  would  suppose  that  every  young  fellow— now  that  is  my  imagi- 
oalion  of  it,  not  tiiat  I  know  it— that  every  young  fbl&w  who  is  in  fitvor  of  the  rebel 
anae  in  the  late  rebellion 

•ByMr.  BLaiit: 
Cuertum.  Of  what  f  ' 

AMtwer,  Of  the  rebel  cause  in  the  lato  rebellion  in  the  contest  with  the  United  States, 
beloogs  to  that  Klan,  as  well  as  I  can  find  out. 

By  the  Chairman  :  % 

Qumtkm.  Do  the  elderly  p^pls  approve  or  disapprove  of  these  prooeedings  f 
Antwer,  Tliey  did  at  the  early  organization  of  it,  when  it  first  came  into  organization. 
Qmtiim.  Did  what? 

Antwer,  They  approved  it ;  the  older  cues  of  what  we  call  the  secesh  party. 
QuetUon,  Has  this  organization  been  too  strong  lor  the  law  to  deal  with  it  in  your 
county  t  r 

Antwer,  It  has  been  so  stronff,  apparently,  that  the  law  has  not  dealt  with  it.  1 
bftve  talked  with  the  ofi^ials  ox  the  county,  with  the  sheriff,  and  I  have  talked  with 
tbt)  justices  of  the  peace  about  these  things,  and  they  have  told  me  they  are  afraid  to 
f:ieeate  anything  against  disguised  men.  I  have  asked^them  frequently  why  they 
dou^ enforce  the  law,  and  they  have  told  me  they  were  afraid;  even  afraid  to  issue 
wiants.  ^ 

Q^etlum,  Do  you  think  a  grand  or  petit  Jury  could  be  empauueled  in  that  county 
^nttuMit  one  or  more  Ku-Klux  being  on  it  ? 

Antwer.  From  the  circumstances  now,  or  the  circumstances  existing  heretofore,  I 
doi^  ttaak  they  eonld.    Under  the  eireumstauoes  existing  heretofore  I  don't  think 
fteyeeoU. 
QnettUm.  What  difference  is  there  in  the  present  circumstances  f 
Anrnter,  There  is  a  committee,  and  it  might  have  changed.  /^  ^  ^  r^T ^ 

Qntaimm.  What  committee  f  Digitized  by  V^OO^LC 

-Antwer.  The  committee  composed  at  Washington,  and  here  this  sub-committee.    It 
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has  made  a  mighty  change  since  that  has  been  sitting.    It  has  had  its  effoets  oyer 
there  already. 

Queation,  Are  they  afiraid  their  misdeeds  will  be  bnmght  to  light  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  they  looking  for  punishment  f 

Answer,  They  are  Moking  for  it,  sir,  as  much  as  I  can  find  out.  ' 

Question,  What  do  yon  know  of  any  churches  or  school-houses  being  burned  by  these 
disguised  men  f 

Answer.  I  really  cannot  sav  that  I  know  of  any  burned  by  di^nisers.  I  think  there 
were  two  or  three  burned  of  what  we  call  the  loyal  Methodist  Church,  the  old  Metb- 
Ddist  Church.  There  were  two  or  three  burned,  but  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  by 
disguisers  or  not.    They  werp  burned,  and  nobody  knows  who  by. 

Question,  What  was  the  general  supposition  as  to  the  men  who  burned  themf 

Anstoer.  It  was  generally  supposed  It  was  these  Klaus  that  did  it— one  or  two  or 
three  of  them  that  did  it ;  that  is  the  general  supposition. 

Question,  Are  your  free  schools  taught  in  these  churches  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir,  whenever  there  is  any  money  in  the  treasury  to  pay  teaebero ; 
sometimes  they  have  little  schools  for  two  or  three  months. 

Question,  Is  there  opposition  to  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  free  schools  in 
Blount  County  f 

Answer,  Not  that  I  know  of;  no  opposition. 

Question,  Why,  then,  were  those  churches  burned! 

Answer,  All  the  reason  I  could  ever  assign  was  because  they  were  composed  of  loyal 
characters  to  the  Government — ^those  that  belonged  to  it. 

Question,  Are  there  any  colored  schools  in  your  county  f 

Answer,  There  is  not  one  in  my  county  that  I  know  of.  There  may  be  some  in 
Blount  County  that  I  do  not  know  of. 

Question,  Do  you  think  a  colored  school  could  be  maintained  in  Blount  County  T 

Answer,  It  would  be  very  doubtful.  It  would  be  owing  to  what  portion  of  the 
county  it  was  located  in.  In  some  portions  of  the  county  it  would  get  on  very  well ; 
in  others  it  would  be  broken  up,  I  suppose. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 
Question,  Have  any  been  broken  up  f 

Answer,  There  has  not  been  any  tried  to  be  organized  to  my  knowledge,  no  colored 
schools  that  I  know  of;  there  may  be  some. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Question,  What  is  the  general  sentiment  in  your  county  as  to  the  education  of  the 
colored  people  f 

Answir,  Well,  the  sentiment  is  not,  generally  speaking,  in  f^vor  of  educating  them. 
By  one  party  it  is,  but  by  the  other  it  is  not. 

Question,  Which  party  favors  the  education  of  the  colored  people  f 

Ansv}er,  The  republican  party  favors  that,  and  a  portion  of  the  demooraqy  does ;  but 
generally  speaking  the  democracy  don't. 

Question,  What  objection  do  they  make  to  their  education  f 

Anstoer,  About  all  I  know  is  that  the  negroes  are  a  fit  subject  for  slaves,  and  that  is 
all  thjir  ought  to  be,  and  to  teach  him  you  couldn't  make  nothing  out  of  the  negro. 
That  18  about  all  the  reason  I  could  hear  assigned. 

Question,  Are  the  democrats  of  your  county  in  fitvor  of  the  fifteenth  amendment, 
making  the  negroes  voters  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  one  say  he  was.  I  have  talked  with  a  great  many 
of  them. 

Question,  Are  they  in  favor  of  getting  rid  of  that  amendment  if  they  can  f 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir ;  yes,  sir. 

Question,  Are  they  in  favor  of  the  negro  exercising  t&e  rights  and  privileges  of  tbo 
wMte  race  f 

Ansu>er,  No,  Sir ;  they  ar^not  in  favor  of  it. 

Question,  Are  they  in  flavor  of  the  negroes  testifying  in  courts  of  Justice  or  sitting 
upon  juries  t 

Answer,  1  never  heard  one  say  that  he  was. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  them  say  they  were  opposed  to  thatf 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir ;  frequently  it  is  the  case. 

Question,  Is  that  generally  the  case  f 

Answer,  It  is  generally  the  case  where  you  have  a  conversation  with  l^em  upon  polit- 
ical matters  any  way,  that  they  bring  the  negro  upon  you—they  do  with  me  wnen  I 
converse  with  them — and  his  ignorance,  and  ail  those  things.  % 

Question,  Are  the  democrats  of  that  county  in  favor  of  re-enslaving  the  negroes  T 

Answer,  1  have  not  heard  it. since  the  rebellion.  I  don't  know  that  I  have  heard  tliem 
make  that  expression  that  they  are  in  favor  of  that. 
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Que^imi,  1b  there  any  demociaMo  paper  published  in  yonr  county  f 

Annoer,  No,  sir ;  nor  of  any  kind. 

Question,  What  papers  are  generally  taken  there  by  the  democrats? 

AMwer,  I  really  don't  know ;  thev  take  different  papers.  I  reckon  they  take  demo- 
cratic papers — a  democrat  does.  I  know  there  is  none,  to  my  knowledge,  at  my  office. 
I  know  or  one  that  takes  Figures'  fsager,  that  lives  out  there.  I  take  Figares'  paper 
myself,  and  I  know  one  democrat  that  takes  it.  I  generally  find  some  democrat  read- 
ing my  paper  there  when  I  go  to  get  it. 

ifuemon.  Are  newspapers,  as  a  general  thing,  taken  and  read  in  that  county  t 

Annder,  Tee,  sir ;  tney  gcoierally  take  papers,  all  that  want  to. 

Qneetion,  Do  the  democratic  papers  of  the  State,  as  far  as  your  knowledge  extends, 
^Fs  accounts  of  those  outrages  committed  by  men  in  disgrnsef 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  I  naive  not  read  them  no.  great  deal.  My  eyes  have  f»een  sore 
foT  a  long  time,  so  that  I  can't  see  more  than  to  read  Figures'  paper  here  once  a  week. 
I  never  read  of  it,  and  never  hear  the  democrats  speak  or  talk  about  any  outrages 
committed.  I  can  read  of  things  in  my  paper,  and  then  go  about  the  neighborhood 
sad  not  hear  them  speak  about  them. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  is  their  policy  to  prevent  such  news  getting  abroad  t 

Ansmar,  It  has  that  bearing.  I  have  thougnt  so,  that  they  would  rather  that  would 
not  be  circulated  around. 

Question,  Where  men  have  been  whipp^,  have  they  not  generally  been  told  that  if 
thev  reported  it  they  would  be  whipped  again  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir,  that  is  frequently  the  case.  When  the^  abuse  them  they  toll  them 
to  keep  that  to  themselves,  and  that  if  they  tell  it  they  will  abuse  them  again. 

By  Mr  B0CKLEt  : 

Question.  From  what  you  know  of  Blount  County,  do  you  think  a  republican  would 
be  safe  in  publicly  advocating  his  cause  in  that  county  f 
Answer,  It  would  be  pretty  much  owing  to  who  he  was. 

By  the  Chairmax; 

Question,  What  do  yon  mean  by  that  f 

Answer.  There  are  a  great  many  men,  and  different  circumstances,  you  know.  If  a 
man  was  a  wealthy  man,  a  property  man,  with  a  heap  of  Mends  about,  he  could  ppeak 
▼hat  he  thought. 

Question.  Suppose  a  republican  &om  an  adjoining  county,  or  some  other  part  of  the 
8ute^  a  stranger  to  your  county,  should  go  there  to  make  a  republican  speecn,  could  he 
doitt 

Answer.  O,  yes ;  he  would  be  protected  by  us.  I  believe  he  would  now.  The  time 
has  been  when  I  think  it  would  have  been  very  critical  for  him  to  do  it  I  believe  he 
would  be  permitted  now  to  do  so.  * 

By^ Mr.  Buckley: 

Qnsstion.  Have  you  ever  known  white  men  to  abstain  from  voting  from  fear  or  intim- 
imon,  or  to  avoid  the  notice  of  these  Klans  f 

Answer.  I  believe  I  have. 

QuesUon.  They  would  keep  away  fron^  the  polls  f 

Answer.  They  would  keep  away  from  fear  of  outrage  being  made  on  them  at  some 
time.  They  thought  the  thmg  would  come  up  and  they  would  nave  to  suffer  friun  it.  I 
think  a  great  many  have  staid  away  from  the  polls  on  that  account. 

Question.  Are  you  speaking  of  republican  white  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  some  men  on  the  grand  Jury  from  your  part  of  Blount  County, 
^^nat  grand  jury  T 

Answer.  The  grand  jury  here  at  this  place. 

Question.  When  f 

Answer,  In  November,  1869. 

Question.  Were  you  a  member  of  that  grand  jury  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  any  attempt  was  made  to  indict  those  parties  com- 
mitting outrages  at  that  time  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  there  was  an  attempt  made  under  the  civil  rights  bill,  as  we  thought, 
mider  the  charge  of  the  judge. 

QuesHon.  How  many  indictments  were  found  during  that  session  of  the  grand  jury 
of  which  you  were  a  member. 

Answer.  I  really  cannot  say  how  many  but  it  was  a  good  many — ^twenty-five  or 
thirty  probably.    I  expect  there  were  that  many  bills  found. 

Question,  Was  Judge  Charlton  a  foreman  of  that  jury  f  (^  r^r^n]r> 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  he  was  the  foreman.  Digitized  by  VjOOQ  Ic 

QuesHon.  He  was  since  killed,  was  he  not  ? 


778         CONDITION   OF  AFFMIBB  W  THE  SOUTHERN   STATES. 

Aniwcr,  Yes,  sir :  at  Decatur. 

Question,  Yoa  told  the  committee,  I  believe,  that  there  were  not  msaxy  Ka-Elux  in 
your  portion  of  the  county,  the  mountain  portion  t 

Answer.  Yes.  sir.  In  Morgan  Counter,  next  to  me  there  are.  Between  me  and  Sum- 
merville  I  don't  think  there  is  any  raiding  in  there;  I  dont  think  there  is  any  in  there  ; 
I  have  not  heard  of  it. 

Question,  Have  you,  citizens  of  your  part  of  Blount  and  of  Morgan  eounty,  ever 
taken  any  st-eps  to  prevent  raids  being  made  through  there  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  they  have  an  organization  mode  against  the  Eu-Elnx— in  opposi- 
tion to  them. 

Question,  Who  composed  that  f 

Answer,  Loyal  men— men  ror  the  Government— what  we  term  Union  men. 

Question,  What  did  you  do  f 

Answer,  I  will  Just  state  that  all  through  and  through,  if  yoa  will  be  patient,  all  of 
you. 

Question.  Sfcate  it  in  your  own  way. 

Answer,  There  was  an  organization  of  what  we  call  the  anti-Ku-Klox.  There  were 
Ku-Klux  and  anti-Ku-Kluz.  The  Eu-Klux  run  in  on  Judge  Charlton,  as  I  have  told 
you.  I  think  I  told  you  what  for,  probably,  and  he  came  out  to  my  house,  knowing  I 
had  a  sood  deal  of  iimuence,  or  thinking  so,  anyway,  with  the  Union  boys  who  belonged 
to  the  Federal  Army,  and  all  who  held  that  way.  He  came  out  there  and  told  mo  nis 
circumstances  and  how  he  was  fixed;  that  these  disguises  had  been  on  him,  and  all 
these  things,  mid  had  nm  him  off,  and  were  going  to  kill  him,  Ac,  and  he  sngeested 
the  idea  to  me  to  organize  against  them,  to  get  up  an  organization  against  them.  \Vel], 
I  put  him  off ;  as  he  had  formerly  belonged  to  the  rebel  sloe,  the  other  sidc^  the  democracy, 
I  didn't  know  but  what  he  was  coming  out  to  play  some  trick  on  me.  I  live  in  the  moun- 
tains. He  went  off.  I  told  him  to  come  back  again ;  that  I  would  study  on  it.  He  came 
back,  and  we  agreed,  I  and  him,  that  we  would  get  up  an  organization  for  our  self-defense 
and  all  of  our  sort  that  would  join  it,  and  to  protect  all  eood,  loyal,  peaceable  citizens  who 
would  behave  themselves,  &o.,  against  the  Elan.  We  Went  to  work  and  did*  so. .  We 
had  regular  meetings  in  the  day-time  in  Blount  County  ;  we  organized,  &c,  I  don't 
remember  now  how  many  men  we  organized.  He  had  a  ^^ood  many  organized  men  over 
in  his  county  and  I  in  mine.    We  got  a  considerable  organization  up,  probably  a  hundred 


men,  in  Blount  County.  Well,  he  got  good  men  in  nis.  AH  that 'time  tSe  Eu-Klnx 
was  riding ;  they  would  send  him  in  notices ;  the  chief  Cyclops,  Ac,  would  write  him 
letters,  and  ^1  these  things.  I  suppose  his  wife  has  the  letters  now  that  he  received 
from  them.  He  read  them  to  me,  from  the  Magi  written,  to  him.  I  saw  the  letters : 
they  kept  outraging  and  threatening  him.  They  came  out  on  the  monntain  where  1 
lived,  and  whipped  a  man  there  near  me.  That  is  another  case  I  missed.  It  is  witbin 
a^nt  three  miles  of  me.  There  they  whipped  a  neighbor  of  mine.  The  threat  was 
hung  out;  the  neighbors  in  favor  of  the  En-Klux  around  there  would  come  and  tell  me 
they  feared  I  was  in  danger  and  I  would  have  to  get  flEurther ;  they  would  brag  about  it, 
and  all  these  things ;  that  I  had  had  the  day  Ions  enough ;  that  I  had  been  in  the  Federal 
sovioe  and  oome  out  conqueror,  and  all  these  things,  and  that  I  had  been  organizing  the 
Union  League,  &c.,  in  there,  and  taking  the  day,  and  I  would  have  to  get  farther.  Irom 
that  I  got  our  organization  up,  and  .Judge  Charlton  came  ont  to  my  house  and  safr. 
gested  to  me  that  we  should  make  a  raid  on  them.  Xbere  was  in  Charlton's  orfi;aniza.- 
tioa  Robert  Gktrdner  and  his  nephew,  Polk  Mackinear,and  Samnel  Francis,  and,  I  think, 
a  few  more  that  Charlton  organized.  He  drew  them  out  of  the  Eu-Elux  Elan,  a  En- 
Elux  organization,  into  his  organization,  and  there  they  revealed  the  whole  organiza- 
tion to  Judffo  Charlton.  Then  we  knew  who  were  Eu-Klux  in  Morgan  County,  and  we 
knew  exacuy  who  to  go  to,  from  their  report.  One  night  we  met  at  the  Mnk  of  the 
BouAtaiA.  about  forty  of  us,  I  think,  mounted,  and  went  to  these  Eu-Elux  fellows, 
young  follows,  and  called  them  ont,  and  if  they  were  not  at  home,  we  called  tbeir 
parents  ont,  and  told  them  that  they  were  Eu-Elnx  and  their  sons  were  Eu-Elux,  and 
they  had  been  going  over  the  country  harassing  the  country,  whipping  and  abusing 
the  people,  and  all  these  things ;  and  that  the  quiet,  peaceable  citizens  wanted  to  live 
in  peace  with  everybody.  I  headed  the  command  myself  and  did  the  talking  to  them 
mysel£  I  told  them  I  wanted  them  to  quit  it,  and  they  had  to  do  it,  or  if  they  kept  it 
uf  and  lode  any  more  in  that  country *upon  loyal  people,  or  anybody  who  was  good 
citizens,  they  would  hear  from  us :  we  would  not  bear  it ;  we  knew  they  weregoing  to 
outrage  us,  and  take  the  country  by  storm,  and  we  didn't  intend  to  suffer  it.  Wo  went 
down  to  Summervilie,  and  called  out  some  even  in  Summerville,  twenty-live  miles  firom 
where  I  lived,  and  disbanded  and  came  back  home.  I  think  the  next  Saturday  night 
we  went  up  in  the  upper  region  in  this  direction  in  Moigan  County,  and  there  told  some 
more.  A  Eu-Elux  Cyclops,  we  called  him  ont  and  told  him  that  he  must  stay  at  home 
and  not  war  on  the  people  any  moce^  and  we  must  have  peace ;  and  if  he  undertook  to 
carry  out  his  Eu-Eluxing,  that  he  might  look  for  a  storm  to  come  on  him.  By  this  means 
we  gave  them  a  scare  in  Morgan  County  next  to  me,  and  the  next  day  they  gathered 
apparently,  and  signed  up  a  petition  to  us  that  they  would  disband  and  not  go  in  dia* 
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gnise  &ny  more  If  we  would  let  them  alone.  We  accepted  it,  and  teld  them  we  would 
not  interrnpt  them  any  m<»e  if  they  woaki  quit.  That  is  all  we  asked,  to  let  us  alone 
and  let  everybody  else  alone :  be  all  boblshelly  fellows— that  is  a  kind  of  by- word — 
and  all  get  along  right.    We  did  so,  aad  there  lias  been  no  di^^ising  in  tkere  stnc»' 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  About  how  long  aflo  was  this  f 
Anavoer,  It  has  been  this  fautwo  years  ago. 

ByMr.BuCELKY: 

QwestUm.  The  Kn-Klia  had  been  riding  through  the  coontry  then  fbr  years  t/ 

Aitmoer,  Tee,  sir. 

Quatiom,  Was  year  organization  an  open  one  T 

Aww^.  Yes,  sir,  anybody  could  know  it  that  wanted  to. 

Quntum,  Ton  put  on  bo  disgnisesT 

Answer.  No,  sir,  no  disguises. 

QmsHtni,  Ton  Just  rode  azound  and  notified  those  people  that  you  wanted  peace  f 

Answer,  Tee>  sir. 

Qnsstkm,  Did  you  receiye  a  large  petition  T 

Answer,  A  very  large  one.  Judge  Charlton  kept  it,  and  I  suppose  his  wife  has  it 
7ei  # 

Quesikm.  Since  then  yoa  ksve  had  no  riding  of  Ku-Klux  in  your  portion  of  Blount 
CMBty  or  in  Morgan  f 

Anssser,  No,  sir. 

Qnestien,  It  was  after  this  some  little  time  that  Judge  Charlton  was  killed  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  killed  at  Decatur  awhile  aiter  he  was  foreman  of  the  United 
States  grand  jury  at  this  plaee* 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 
QnesUo^,  Who  killed  Judge  Chadton  f 
Anewer,  Well,  sir,  I  don't  know. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Was  he  killed  in  the  night-time  t 

Answer.  Yea,  sir,  in  thenighl^  going  ftom  the  railroad  depot  to  Captain  Hines's  place. 
Question.  In  Decatur? 
Answer.  Yee,  sir. 

By  Mr.  BiCB : 
Question,  Was  he  a  State  senator  at  the  time  t 

Answer.  He  had  formerly  been  judge  of  probate.  He  didn't  hold  any  position  at  that 
time. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Qaestion.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable  distinction  in  Morgan  County,  was  he  not  7 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A  very  popular  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  a  very  popular  man.  and  beliked  by  almost  everybody.  He  Was  the 
thid  man  in  the  democracy  be^cHre  he  ViaiA  it^  and  seemed  to  be  loved  by  everybody  ; 
tbey  seemed  to  all  like  him. 

Question,  Through  this  ^hole  part  of  the  State  I 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairmak  : 

Question,  What  is  the  fact  as  to  negroes  having  been  disarmed  through  your  part  of 
the  countiyt 

Answer.  They  have  had  their  guns  and  arms  taken  and  broken  up ;  I  have  noticed 
some  instances  of  that. 

Question,  Was  that  done  by  these  n^en  in  disguise  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  generally  by  disgnisers  j  altogether,  as  far  as  I  know  j  disguisers 
neqaently  do  that. 

Question,  Have  they  been  treated  fairly,  as  to  their  wages,  where  they  have  worked 
w  white  men  f 

4n8wer,  Well,  as  far  as  I  know,  they  have.  I  don't  know  of  any  colored  man  in  my 
coontry  over  there  that  is  making  «iy  property  in  any  way,  or  gaining  much.  I  would 
"nagine  his  wages  was  very  short,  and  his  income  was  very  scarce.  They  generally 
»e  apparently  prostrated  down  and  impoverished.    They  generally  seem  to  be  so. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
^Mtioa.  I  vndentand  yoa  to  day  it  was  in  November,  1869,  that  you  were  a  member 
<»t  the  grand  jnsyf  _ 
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Aiiawer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  it  was  ia  that  month. 

Question,  Judj][e  Charlton  was  foreman  of  that  grand  jnry  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questum.  Was  he  quite  active  in  bringing  criminals  to  punishment  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  quite  active. 

Question.  A  large  number  of  witnesses  were  summoned  before  that  grand  jury  T 

Answer.  Agreat  many  were. 

Question.  Was  it  soon  after  that  grand  jury  that  Judge  Charlton  was  killed  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  soon  afterward;  he  had  gone  down  from  here  to  Decatur.  Atnighi, 
when  he  went  to  leave,  I  and  him  had  an  idea  that  they  would  take  us  behind  the 
bush  in  that  way  and  assassinate  us.  I  believed  they  would  .try  to  do  so.  I  talked 
with  him,  and  advised  him  to  go  down  on  the  freight  train,  he  and  Mr.  Oardner,  who 
had  been  up  here  as  a  witness. 

Question.  This  same  Mr.  Gardner  who  had  left  the  Eu-Elux  and  Joined  the  anti-En- 
Klux  organization  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  here  as  a  witness,  and  was  going  down  to  Decatur  with  the 
Jud^e.  I  went  and  begged  him  not  to  go  down  on  the  regular  train,  but  to  go  down 
on  uie  freight  train.  Ibelieved  that  was  a  bad  place,  and  if  they  had  any  idea  of  as- 
sassinating him,  that  would  be  the  place  they  would  do  it.  He  did  it ;  he  went  down 
on  the  freight  train,  and  ^ei^  on  home.  The  reason  I  believed  something  was  upwae, 
Mr.  Wells,  who  had  formerly  had  a  difficulty  with  Mr.  Gardner,  at  Decatur,  and  shot 
him,  had  tried  to  shoot  Mr.  Gardner  as  he  came  on  up  here.  We  rather  drew  the  idea 
that  they  were  making  preparations  down  there  for  assassination  or  something  else, 
and  I  advised  them  to  go  down  on.  the  freight  train,  and  they  went  down  on  it. 

QuesUon.  Did  the  freight  train  arrive  at  Decatur  in  the  day. or  night  time  f 

Answer.  In  the  night-time ;  he  took  that  to  screen  him  from  what  he  thought  might 
arise ;  that  if  they  were  looking  for  him  to  assassinate  him,  they  would  not  Took  upon 
that  train  for  him. 

Question.  How  long  after  that  time  was  it  that  the  judse  was  killed  f 

Answer.  Then  he  went  home,  maybe  three  or  four  weeks,  and  he  went  to  Louisville, 
to  lay  in  some  goods,  and  as  he  came  down  on  the  regular  train  he  was  assassinated. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Was  it  generally  supposed  that  he  was  assassinated  by  the  Ku-Kluz  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  by  that  party,  the  Ku-Elux  party ;  that  is  supposed. 


HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  Octoier  11, 1871. 
NICHOLAS  DAVIS  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  this  witness  was  summoned  at  the  instance  of  the  minority, 
General  Blair  may  proceed  with  Mr.  Davis's  examination. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Will  you  please  tell  the  committee  how  long  you  have  lived  here,  and  the 
profession  you  follow  t 

Answer.  I  was  bom  in  this  State,  in  limestone  County;  I  have  lived  here  for  forty- 
five  years. 

Question.  What  profession  have  you  followed? 

Answer.  I  am  a  Lawyer,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  practiced  law  in  and  around  the  neighborhood  of  this  city  for 
any  length  of  time  f 

Answer.  For  the  last  fifteen  years. 

Question.  State,  if  you  please,  Mr.  Davis,  what  are  your  political  relations. 

Ansu>er.  My  first  political  relations  were  those  of  a  whig ;  in  1854  I  was  a  Henry  Clay 
whig. 

Question.  I  speak  more  in  reference  to  the  present  attitude  of  affairs,  Mr.  Davis. 

Answer.  In  1851 1  was  a  whig;  in  1861 1  was  a  Donclas  man,  opposed  to  secession. 
I  wi^  you  gentlemen  would  direct  your  questions  so  that  it  would  make  it  all  appear. 

Question.  Well,  sir,  I  will  be  very  glad  to  have  you  state,  generally,  what  parties  you 
have  affiliated  with,  and  what  party  yon  now  affiliate  with. 

Answer,  I  have  always  been  associated  with  the  republican  party. 

QuesUon.  Since  the  war  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  since  the  war. 

Question.  You  are  in  favor  of  the  reconstruction  policy  of  the  Government  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  haVe  been  in  favor  of  the  recoilstruction  poliey  of  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  time  of  Lee  and  Johnson's  surrender  up  to  the  present  time. 

Qucsti4>n.  Well,  sir,  this  committee,  as  you  know,  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  inquir- 
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log  into  the  condifcion  of  the  coontrj  at  present,  and  I  wish  yon  to  state  to  the 
eommittoe,  as  briefly  as  possible,  wiiat  yon  consider  the  present  condition  of  affairs  in 
this  part  of  the  State. 

Anticer,  At  present,  I  can  only  state  it,  to  state  it  ftdrly,  by  stating  what  it  has  been. 

QuesHotL  Well,  sir,  take  yonr  own  method  of  statement. 

AMver*  In  1868, 1  think  that  the  oondition  of  this  country  was  exceedingly  wrong, 
and  there  was  an  organization  here  that  was  called  the  Kn-Klux  organization ;  that 
was,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  bad  organization.  Since  then,  I  think,  public  sentiment 
hu  tiierl  to  correct  itself,  and  now,  that  it  is  all  right ;  they  are  trying  their  very  best 
to  establish  law  and  order  in  this  community.  That  has  been  wrought  by  the  legisla- 
tioQ  of  Congress,  and  bj  several  other  thines  that  you  gentlemen  must  examine  me 
iMzeafter  about.  In  1868,  there  was  a  Kn-Klux  organization  in  the  State  of  Alabama, 
a  wrong—you  will  allow  me  to  express  my  opinion — a  wrons  and  a  very  bad  organi- 
zation,  provoked,  thou^  by  something,  which,  I  suppose,  will  be  afterward  brought 
out— a  very  bad  organization,  but  it  corrected  itself.  Its  very  outrages  corrected  it. 
Since  then— sloGe  1^68— traveling  alons  until  1869,  they  have  changed  their  minds,  and 
what  you  eall  the  democratic  party — wnich  means  tho  white  people  of  this  country — 
the  white  people  of  this  coun^  have  determined  to  put  that  down,  to  establish  law 
and  order,  and,  at  the  present  time,  I  don't  think  that  any  man  would  be  safe  in  any 
part  of  North  Alabama  in  daring  to  put  on  the  vile  Ku-Klux  organization  or  its  image. 
That  ia  what  I  think,  and  what  I  say,  and  what  I  know  to  be  the  truth. 

Question.  You  say,  that  although  this  organization  was  a  very  improper  one,  it  was 
provoked  by  the  action  or  conduct  of  other  parties.  In  what  consisted  that  provoca- 
tion, Mr.  Davis  t 

Antwer.  I  think  it  was  provoked — ^while  I  will  not  say  that  the  provocation  was  ade- 
qoate— at  the  same  time  I  think  it  was  provoked ;  there  were  secret  meetings  held,  by 
what  was  called  the  Loyal  League — a  parcel  of  negroes  and  a  parcel  of  men  that  came 
here  £rom  the  North ;  not  gentlemen ;  uneducated,  low-flung,  and  mean  men,  that 

grompted  them,  that  went  into  secret  ors^anizations  with  them ;  they  provoked  it  in  part ; 
Qt  they  did  more  than  that,  they  provoked  it  publicly.  It  is  impossible  for  any  man, 
iH>w  recurring  to  two  years  ago,  to  go  further  than  to  say  this.  Sir,  the  officer  that  is 
below  you  here  took  a  carpet-bag — we  had  a  way  of  saying  about  the^  fellows  that 
oppressed  us  that  they  were  "  cafpet-bagsers ; "  it  has  ^ot  to  be  a  name  that  is  national, 
it  is  national — he  went  once  here,  right  In  front  of  this  whole  community,  and  put  a 
'  eaq)et-bag  between  his  legs— the  present  probate  judge  that  sits,  Mr.  Senator  Pratt, 
that  aits  beneath  us  now — put  a  carpet<bag  between  his  legs,  and  held  it  in  front  before 
the  whole  community.  That  was  a  provocation.  I  don't  say  it  authorized  what  they 
did,  because  they  did  act  outrageous,  but  the  other  side  acted  outrageous  too.  That  is 
what  he  did,  the  present  probate  Judge. 

Question,  Under  what  circumstances  did  he  do  that  t 

Amkct.  There  was  a  man  named  Fnr^,  an  editor  of  a  paper  in  Cincinnati,  came  here 
to  make  a  speech,  and  made  a  speech  in  this  court-room,  and  as  a  matter  of  course 
KHoebody  had  to  reply  to  him.  Judge  Tate  and  myself  were  the  men  asked  to  reply 
to  him.  We  went  to  reply  to  him,  and  the  present  probate  Judae  of  this  county  took 
a  carpet-bag  and  went  and  stuck  it  right  in  the  face  of  the  whole  community,  ri|;ht 
hetween  his  legs,  and  held  it  there — an  insignia  of  an  insult  to  the  whole  community, 
Md  it  took  everything  we  could  do  to  keep  the  community  from  getting  after  him. 
That  was  a  provocation.  I  don't  propose  to  justify  the  Ku-Klnx.  I  think  it  was  an 
outrageous,  foolish,  miserable,  and  fool  organization,  but  it  has  played  out. 

Qv^fu^re.  Was  the  probate  judge  himseu  a  carpet-bagger  f 

Antwer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  he  sits  right  beneath  you  now. 

Quefltofi.  Do  you  suppose  that  his  action  was  intended,  sitting  with  that  carpet-bag 
in  front  of  the  assembled  people,  to  insult  them  t 

Answer,  I  would  rather  preier  that  the  probate  judge  himself,  being  so  close  to  you 
himself,  might  answer  that  question.  He  was  not  traveling  anywhere ;  he  was  not 
gom^  anywnere.;  he  took  his  carpet-bag  and  set  it  between  his  legs,  and  defied  the 
pnbhc  sentiment  of  this  communi^  in  1868.  While  I  want  you  to  put  down  that 
carsfoUy,  certainly  that  don't  justi^  no  Ku-Klux  orjg^anization.  I  think  that  was  an 
ootrageon&  illegal,  vile,  and  murderous  organization.  It  has  done  played  out  and 
g^Ae,  whicn  everybody  knows  that  has  got  any  sense.  • 

(imUon,  Mr.  Davis,  how  did  this  Judge  Douslass  become  probate  judge  here  t 

Answer,  By  the  legislation  of  Congress ;  by  tne  legislation  of  Confess.  You  under- 
stand, you  members  of  Congress,  th&  we  were  told  that  we  must  either  vote  or  keep 
•way  from  the  polls,  and  we  kept  away  from  the  polls,  which  I  think  was  a  verjr  in- 
discreet and  a  very  improper  tniuff ;  very  improper.  But  it  was  done  by  Lewis  E. 
Parsons ;  he  was  the  man  that  did  that.  We  kept  awagr  from  the  polls.  There  would 
never  have  been  any  such  men  elected  but  for  that.  While  I  tell  you  that  the  present 
probate  judge  has  done  his  duty  as  an  officer  since  then— he  has  gone  all  through  this 
oouity ;  through  its  nooks  and  comers,  and  everything  else— that  carpet-bagger  has 
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done,  tried  to  do,  his  duty ;  and  as  an  hoaeet  man,  and  a  aoathem  man,  I  am  boand  to 
say  that. 

Queatiofu  You  say  he  was  not  elected  by  the  people  of  the  coanty  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  was  imposed  upon  as  by  Congress,  and  then  we  hate  him  simply 
on  that  acconnt ;  but  because  the  feUow  has  done  his  doty  sinoe,  we  sort  'o  like  mm 
because  he  is  a  better  officer  than  we  had  before,  even  if  he  is  a  miserable  stinking 
carpet-bagger,  which  we  despise. 

Question.  That  does  not  give  him  any  privilege  though  to  insult  thO'Comvunity  t 

Answer.  He  admits  himself  that  he  aid  take  the  carpet-bag  and  set  it  in  front  of  ti>e 
democratic — no,  sir,  not  a  democratic^  for  democratio  means  the  white  people  of  thia 
country — but  he  did  do  that,  and  the  inference  ouffht  to  be  draini  firom  asking  the  pio- 
bate  judffe ;  from  asking  the  probate  judge.  He  did  take  a  carpet-bag  and  eit  there, 
while  he  Knew  that  these  men  were  beiug-denounced  for  an  imposition  of  that  eort. 
He  did  do  it,  and  he.  pointed  out  but  yesterday  the  place  that  ho  sat  it ;  and  even  if 
the  fellow  has  acted  honestly  afterward,  (we  must  not  do  him  tlie  injustice  to  say  he 
has  been  dishonest;)  but  he  did  that.  I  deny  him  everything  in  tho  world  except  the 
mere  fact  of  personal  courage;  that  was  a  brave,  iotamous,  insulting,  outnigeoua 
thing ;  outrageous ;  it  was  outrageons. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Shapard,  from  Bkmnt  County  t 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  What  is  his  character  f 

Answer.  Very  bad. 

Question.  In  what  respect  f 

Answer.  In  every  respect. 

QueetioH.  Is  he  a  truthful  man  t 

Answer.  1  wouldn't  believe  him  on  oa<h. 

Question.  Do  you  know  him  well  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  very  well :  know  he  procures  money  upon  false  pretenses. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  any  lact  as  to  that  f 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  State  what  you  know  about  that. 

Answer.  I  kfiow  that  upon  one  occasion,  here  in  the  town  of  Hunteville,  that  he  repre- 
sented to  General  Burke  that  Colonel  Davis  owed  him  some  money  which  Colonel  Davis 
didn't  owe  him,  founded  upon  the  mere  fact  that  I  had  told  him  I  was  going  down  in 
the  country,  and  ho  procured  the  fiye  dollars  from  him  upon  an  ntter  and  complete 
false  pretense ;  that  he  is  utterly  unworthy  of  belief  in  any  sort  of  respect,  and  m  no 
way  to  be  trusted  by  anybody  that  is  a  gentleman,  and  I  will  swear  to  that.  I  left 
him  out  at  the  door  just  mo^. 

Question,  1  asked  him  the  question  this  morning,  and  he  stated  here  that  that  money 
was  gifven  to  him  by  Colonel  Burke,  or  loaned  to  him  bv  Burke,  in  consideratimi  of 
services  rendered  in  the  political  canvass  in  aid  of  Cdonei  Burke's  election. 

Answer.  My  answer  to  that  is  that  he  lied.  He  is  in  town  in  reach  of  this  court,  and 
brought  into  my  presence  he  will  not  say  but  what  he  has  lied.  I  wish  that  taken 
down  Just  exactly  as  it  is  stated.  He  lied  when  he  said  it.  Colonel  Burke  owed  him 
not  a  cent. 

Question.  Was  he  under  indictment  in  the  county  court  of  Blount  for  horse-stealini;  T 

Answer,  I  really,  sir,  don't  know  anything  about  that.  I  understood  by  mere  report 
that  he  was. 

Question.  Did  he  not  make  an  affidavit  there  in  support  of  an  application  forthecon> 
tinuance  of  some  case,  alleging  that  jou  were  his  counsel,  in  your  absence  t 

Answer.  I  only  understood  that  from  Colonel  Lowe,  who  is  a  brother-in-law  of  mine — 
the  solicitor,  that  he  did— that4ie  alleged  that  I  was  his  counsel,  which  watt  an  untruth. 
He  is  utterly  unworthy  of  belief  upon  any  ground.  He  will  admit  that  he  procured 
that  money,  if  brought  here  in  my  presence  before  this oommittee ;  I  just  now  left  him ; 
that  he  is  utterly  unworthy  of  belief,  utterly  unworthy  of  belief  with  anybody  aboat 
anything ;  a  miserable,  mean  wretch. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  known  him  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  as  his  first  acquaintance  was  his  introduction — really,  he 
claimed  acquaintance  with  me  long  before  I  knew  him ;  but  I  will  state  it  perfectly 
accuprate— maybe  I  may  have  known  him  ten  or  fifteen  years,  but  I  only  knew  bim 
when  he  put  that  thing  on  Burke;  when  he  procured  money  under  false  pretenaeSy  here 
in  this  town. 

Question,  He  represented  in  his  testimony  here  this  morning  that  yon  introdaoed  hian 
to  Burke. 

Answer.  He  is  a  liar ;  I  did  not. 

Question.  And  that  you  recommended  Burke  to  assist  him. 

Answer.  He  is  a  liar.  I  wish  my  language  to  be  taken  down  exactly  as  I  ttato  it. 
He  is  a  liar.  I  never  either  introauoed  him  to  Burke,  nor  had  anything  to  do  witb 
him.    He  is  a  miserable  wretch.  ^ 
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Qfieribm.  Has  there  been  any  such  ^ing  as  Kn-Kliix,  Mr.  Davis,  m  this  county,  in 

file  past  two  years  T 
The  WiTNBSS.  Does  this  man  ts^e  down  everything  we  say  T    Hold  on !  don*t  take 

down  wiuit  I  say  now. 
Mr  Blair  :  He  takes  down  everything  thsft  is  said. 

TbeWrrNBSS:  Well.' 

Qvofum.  In  the  last  two  years  has  there  heen  anything  here  like  Kn-Klox  T 

Anmer.  WeW,  now,  there  have  been  men  who  imitated  the  Kn-Klnx. 

^es<um.  For  what  purpose  f 

Anmtr.  To  rob  and  thieve,  withont  any  politics  in  it— rob  and  thieve.  Since  1888, 
fljcre  have  been  no  Kn-Klnx  in  Madison  Connty.  I  really  think  that  it  had  its  origin 
io  Tennessee ;  that  it  came  here,  and  that  they  organized — now,  to  make  a  fair  state- 
ment—that they  organized  here,  and  that  even  respectable  men  had  something  to  do 
with  it  Soon  niter  they  ibnnd  out  that  that  thing  would  not  do— that  it  wonld  not 
do—and  they  tnmed  their  faces  against  it ;  and  now  I  say  that  the  white  people  of  the 
State  of  Alabama — not  meaning  to  designate  the  democratic  party,  but  all  of  them— that 
tbe  white  people  of  the  State  of  Alabama  are  opposed  to  the  Ku-Klax  j  that  they  wonld 
kill  them ;  that  no  roan  could  ride  through  this  town  to-night ;  not  even. one  of  this 
committee,  if  he  dared  to  put  on  the  base  Kn-Klux  disguise,  and  dared  to  put  on  that 
white  shirt,  could  mount  his  horse  and  ride  through  here  with  safety,  because  you  would 
be  killed.  In  Limestone  you  would  be  certain  to  be  killed.  The  public  sentiment  of 
this  connty  is  against  i1<;  Is  against  it. 

Quotum.  Do  you  practice  law,  Mr.  Davis^  in  the  mountain  counties  f 

Answer.  Yes, sir;  nowhere  else. 

QuefiUm,  Do  you  practice  over  in  Blount  County  t 

Answer,  No,  sir :  but  in  Limestone  and  in  Madison.  Unfortunate  old  Limestone,  that 
has  been  involved  in  a  heap  of  it — of  all  the  devilment  that  could  bo  done.  She  has ; 
but  then  this  is  so.  She  turns  one  way  and  the  other  ;  sometimes  was  Ku-Elnx  f  it 
might  have  been  popular  there  in  1 868.  Now  I  want  this  man  to  take  my  testimony  down. 
While  I  was  bom  and  raised  there,  I  would  be  afraid  to  put  a  hat  on  my  head  that  wad 
pot  a,  generally  speaking,  understood  hat,  and  daro  to  pull  ray  shirt  out  and  walk  one  foot 
in  the  connty  I  was  born  and  raised  in,  where  everybody  loves  me.  nigger  and  white,  be- 
^80  they  would  kill  me  like  I  was  a  mad  dog.  They  despise  tne  loea  of  a  Ku-Klux. 
Tbey  have  turned,  and  that  ia  right  they  should  have  turned.  I  wic^h  to  say  particu- 
Jsriy  about  old  Limestone,  because  I  was  born  there.  I  say  this,  that  I  think  it  would 
be  ihe  most  dangerous  matter,  and  be  in  a  connty  tested  by  these  very  things  which 
did  most  wrong,  for  Limestone  did  wrong ;  she  had  tbe  Ku-Elux  there  in  1868 ;  she 
bas  not  got  them  now,  and  arming  herself  she  will  go  too  far.  Instead  of  simply  sup- 
porting the  Federal  officers,  she  will  go  too  far.  No  man  can  dare  to  put  on  a  di^uise 
ft  Limestone  Connty,  l)ecanse  these  people  are  right  and  intend  to  do  what  is^Rght, 
ud  no  man  would  be  safe  to  pull  his  shirt  out  of  bis  breeches  and  walk  twenty  steps 
in  Limestone  County.    That  is  the  truth,  Senator  Pratt. 

Cwrtwm.  What  was  tbe  origin  of  the  Ku-Elux  t 

Answer,  The  origin  of  it  was  this :  they  had  this  here  Loyal  League,  and  went  around 
of  nights  and  made  speeches  against  southern  people ;  such  men  as  Lakin  and  Callis, 
a&d  Aat  concern ;  and  then  they  proposed  to  get  up  something,  and  this  fellow  Jones, 
Bp  at  Polaski,  got  up  a  piece  of  Greek  and  originated  it,  and  then  General  Forrest  took 
bold  of  it,  and  got  hold  of  a  piece  of  norisense,  and  it  was  outrageous  from  beginning 
to  end.    All  secret  societies  are  outrageous. 

QnesthfL,  Was  the  Union  League  a  political  association  f 

Anwer.  Tcsj,  it  was ;  and  they  forbade  me  to  speak  here  on  this  street.  That  would 
provoke  it.  TTiey  forbid  me  to  speak  right  in  front  of  this  court-house.  When  I  asked 
them— being  a  republican — ^to  allow  me  the  liberty  to  speak,  they  refused  to  do  it. 
They  refascS  Joe  Bradley  the  privilege  to  speak,  and  then  they  provoked  it  afterward 
by  tiiis.  This  man  down  here  that  is  our  probate  Jnd^e,  whom  we  tolerate — we*  toler- 
«te  him — we  don't  intend  to  elect  him  next  time — it  is  not  worth  while  to  testify  to 
that,  because  we  don't  intend  to  do  it.  I  don't  care  how  well  he  does — the  fellow  does 
dopfstty  well — ^but  he  took  a  carpet-bag  between  his  legs  in  a  public  meeting  in  this 
oout-hoose,  before  the  white  people  of  this  county,  and  held  up  the  insignia  of  ty- 
isn^  before  the  people.  I  counseled  the  x>eople,  *^  £k>  not  pay  any  attention  to  him ; 
they  will  represent  it  in  Congress  that  we  are  all  trying  to  kill  all  these  folks ;  the 
iellow  has  nothing  in  the  world  but  mere  courage ;  he  is  Just  making  an  investment 
of  his  life  upon  that  sort  of  thinff."    Here  he  is,  right  below  you  here. 

QutAkm,  Did  you  know  Lakin  7 

Atmeer.  Yes,  sir. 

QnaUom.  What  was  his  character  t 

Awmer.  Mr.  Lakin  is  a  near  neighbor  of  mine.  I  belierve  that  Mr.  Lakin  wns  sent 
IksDS  by  tome  rdigions  society.  You  see  I  know  him  pretty  welL  You  know  he  is  a 
near  neighbor  of  mine,  and  I  am  intimate  with  him.  ^ 

QsMisfi.  Liet  us  hear  what  yon  know  about  him. 
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Answer,  He  came  here  for  the  purpose,  it  seemed  by  his  i>reach!Dg.  to  make  conyerts 
to  his  own  Church,  hut  the  real  truth  about  it  was,  Mr.  Lakin  wanted  to  get  some  office, 
and  the  first  thing  I  knew,  after  he  came  heroi  he  was  candidate  for  United  States  Sen- 
ator ;  and  then  I  said— to  myself,  you  know — ^I  didn't  say  to  Lakin,  but  to  myself-^*'  Toa 
are  just  one  of  that  sort  of  trash."  The  fact  about  his  bein«^  a  candidate  for  United 
States  Senator  is  proven  by  Colonel  Davis  now  stating  that  be  published  a  card  in  the 
Montgomery  papers  in  which  he  corrected  a  rumor  whiol;,  it  seemed,  somebody  set 
afloat.  Tou  see  he  was  not  likely  to  be  elected.  Somebody  had  circulated  the  report  that 
he  had  withdrawn,  and  he  published  a  card,  in  which  he  stated  that  ''this  man  that 
.  circulated  that  rumor  that  I  am  not  likely  to  be  elected^  or  whoever  done  that,  has  done 
me  ii^ustice ;  I  am  still  in  the  field  a  candidate  for  Umted  States  Senator."  Set  that 
down. 

Queatian,  That  was  at  the  time  Messrs.  Warner  and  Spencer  were  elected  9 

Jnmoer,  That  was  the  time.    Mr.  Buckley,  don't  you  know  that  to  be  the  fact? 

Mr.  Buckley.  Tou  are  on  the  stand  now. 

The  Witness.  But  I  ask  you,  don't  you  know  that  to  be  true  that  he  was  ? 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  him  make  a  political  speech  T 

Answer,  I  have. 

Question,  What  was  the  character  of  the  speech  T 

Answer,  The  character  of  the  speech  was  this :  to  teach  the  negroes  that  every  man 
that  was  bom  and  raised  in  the  southern  country  was  their  enemy  ;  that  there  was  no 
use  in  trusting  them,  no  matter  what  they  said — ^if  they  said  they  were  for  the  Union 
or  anything  else.  **  No  use  in  talking,  they  are  your  enemies;"  And  he  made  a  pretty 
good  speech  too ;  awful ;  a  hell  of  a  one. 

Question,  Was  it  an  inflammatory  speech  T  '  ^ 

Answer,  Inflammatory  and  game,  too:  it  was  that ;  it  was  enough  to  provoke  the  deviL 
It  was  enough  to  provoke  the  deviL    I  heard  him  make  the  speech. 

Question,  Where  did  he  make  itf 

Answer.  Right  here  in  this  town. 

Question,  Who  were  his  auditors  f 

Answer,  There  were  about  four  hundred  negroes  present ;  A.  W.  &nith,  and  several 
other  men  here  in  town.  I  heard  him  make  the  speech.  All  the  mischief  he  could 
intend,  all  that  he  could  do  mischievous,  Mr.  Lakin  made  in  that  speech.  He  piled  it 
alien. 

Question,  He  testified  before  this  committee  at  Washington,  and,  among  other  state- 
ments, said  he  had  never  taken  any  part  in  politics. 

Answer.  I  am  very  sorry  to  have  to  contradict  him.  but  if  he  6aid  that  he  told  a  lie. 
He  toM  a  lie,  and,  Senator  Pratt,  I  wish  you  would  make  a  special  note  of  that ;  he  told  a 
lie.  Fneard  him  make  a  speech ;  he  was  trviuff  to  beat  everything  in  the  whole  com- 
munity, and  done  left  his  religion,  which  he  nas  not  got  a  bit  of;  that  is  the  truth 
about  it.  He  has  not  got  a  bit  of  it.  He  is  an  old  ruffian .  But  this — I  wish  you  to  take 
a  special  note  of  that,  that  it  is  a  lie,  if  he  ever  said  that,  and  he  wouldn't  come  &ce  to 
face  with  me,  and  say  he  didn't  make  that  speech.  He  was  a  candidate  for  United 
States  Senator.  Was  not  that  politics  T  It  is  not  unyankeo  to  answer  one  question  by 
asking  another,  and  I  will  ask  you  that,  Senator  Pratt  t 

The  Chairman.  I  am  not  sitting  here  to  make  responses  to  questions. 

The  Witness.  Besides,  was  not  he  trying  to  make  himself  president  of  the  Alabama 
University,  and  didn't  he  afterward  run  for  superintendent  of  education  f  Didn't  be 
electioneer  with  me,  the  old  heathen  Chinee  T  He  ought  to  be  run  out  of  this  commu- 
nity ;  that  is  the  fact.  But  then  this~you  must  excuse  me,  sir :  I  believe  you  to  be  an 
honest  man.    I  tell  you  that  old  fellow  is  a  hell  of  an  old  rascal. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  him  speak  on  any  other  occasion  than  the  one  you  haro 
referred  to  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  If  I  did,  I  didn't  listen  tq  him.  He  called  on  me  once  to  explain 
why  I  said — that  is  the  only  other  time  I  heard  him  speak — ^he  called  on  me  to  explaiu 
wh^  I  said  unkind  things  about  his  being  candidate  for  president  of  the  Alabama 
University,  and  I  said,  '^Mr.  Lakin,  yon  and  I  are  near  neighbors,  and  I  don't  want  to 
have  much  to  do  with  you— not  much;  but  I  think  this:  didn't  you  try  to  be  prea- 
ident  of  the  Alabama  University  T"  He  said  he  did.  I  said,  "  It  would  have  hien  a 
dis^ace  to  the  State.  You  don't  know  an  adjective  from  an  adverb,  nor  nothing  else." 
I  said,  "  Look  here ;  let  me  alone."  But  he  says,  "  Tou  dwelt  upon  me  rather  too  nard." 
I  said,' ''  Do  you  propose  to  bully  me — ^yon  a  preacher,  and  attempt  to  bully  me  on  the 
streets f  He  says,  ''No,  but  I  rather  didn't  like  what  you  said."  Isatd,  ''Doctor, 
you  will  have  to  like  it,  or  let  it  alone."    He  let  it  (<lone. 

Question.'  Mr.  Lakin,  in  his  testimony,  stated  that  there  was  an  attempt  to  aasaaainate 
him ;  that  some  one  fired  a  gun  into  his  window. 

Answer,  I  honestly  believe  that  was  a  parcel  of  boys  here  in  town.    I   think'that 
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their  motliera  ought  to  have  whipped  them ;  whipped  them.  Nobody  wanted  to  kill 
bim.  He  has  lived  there  in  a  naked,  exposed  place  for  years,  that  Dobody  distarbs : 
DobodJ^  wanted  to  kill  him.  If  I  wanted  to  kill  him  or  put  anybody  up  to  kill  Wm— if 
70Q  jQst  walk  down  there  and  see  where  he  lives,  you  wil)  see  how  easy  it  is  for  anybody 
to  knock  him  in  the  bead.  Nobody  wants  to  kiU  bim.  He  is  a  bumbng ;  a  liar  and  a 
danderer;  that's  what  ho  is,  and  he  ain't  nothing  else. 

QiteslUm,  What  was  his  character  among  the  people  of  this  section  of  tho  country  ? 

Amver,  I  don't  know  what  his  character  was  before  he  came  hero. 

Question,  What  character  did  he  have  among  the  people  Iierof 

Answer,  Ho  had  the  character  of  being  a  carpet-bagger.  That  is  enough  to  damn 
anybody. 

fyusHon.  State  more  fhlly  in  regard  to  his  character. 

Answer.  That's  all.  He  just  had  th^  character  of  being  a  carpet-bagger ;  became  here 
hnoting  office  out  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  fooled  Uncle  Sam,  and  humbugged 
him  to  make  Uncle  Bam  pay  him — lie  on  wo  southern  x>eople,  and  get  pa^  for  it. 
That  is  all  the  character  ho  ever  had  here.  We  dou't  know  nothing  about  his  other 
"haracter. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  I  will  ask  you  to  state  how  you  know  when  the  Ku-Elux  organization 
ceased  to  exist. 

Answer.  I  only  know  by  tho  fact  of  a  public  sentiment  indicating  tho  fact  that  the 
Eo-RIux  oro^auization  had  desisted.  , 

Question,  When  did  it  cease  to  exist  T 

Answer,  It  would  Ihj  impossible  for  me  to  point  out  the  date,  but  I  think,  as  near  as 
lean  tell  you  as  a  mere  matter  of  opinion,  tuat  it  ceased— that  is,  the  men  who  were 
really  Ku-Klux— in  1869,  about  the  middle  of  the  year.  It  seemed  to  m«  that  public 
sentiment  changed,  changed,  and  then  tho  Kn-KIux  organization  desisted  aftervrard, 
because  of  tho  fact  that  public  sentiment  changed. 

QucsOoH,  From  your  best  information,  how  strong  had  that  order  been  in  Madison 
County  before  this  dissolution  took  place  T 

Answer,  You  mean  in  lti6d  T 

Question,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  Well^  I  think,  sir,  that  in  1888  it  was  a  strong  organization ;  that  it  included 
m  its  organization  probably  eight  or  nine  hnndred  men,  who  would  do  oiTectivo  service 
in  the  field.     I  answer  your  question,  Senator  Pi-att,  fairly. 

Question.  During  its  existence,  do  you  know  or  have  you  any  information  of  any 
Tbippings,  murders,  or  other  outrages  being  committed  by  or  under  tho  auspices  of  this 
Qfgauization  7 

Answer.  Well,  now,  yon  expect  me  as  a  republican  to  answer  your  question  with  per- 
fect fairness  ? 

QuestioH.  I  expect  yon  to  answer  it  tnitbfully,  without  any  rofercnco  to  your  party 
sffiHatious.     I  know  nothing  of  them,  except  what  you  have  stated  hero  to-day. 

Anewer.  I  believe — the  only  thin^j  that  I  know — I  belie vo  this:  I  believe  that  the  Ku- 
KIqs  that  wo  saw  in  the  town  of  Huntsville  that  night  of  that  riot,  didn't  tire  a  gun — 
ti)tono  single  gnn  ;  but  I  believe,  sir,"lhat  those  that  fired  tho  guns  that  were  frred- 
kere,  no  matter  who  commenced  the  shooting,  that  they  were  these  Ku-Klux.  I  believe 
tbut.  That  is  the  only  outrage  I  know,  except  one  afterward  upon  my  own  place,  and 
ifi  mj  own  presence. 

Que^ioM,  What  was  the  nature  of  that  f  . 

Answer,  You  had  better  take  one  at  a  time.  Now  let  me  state  what  I  know  abont  tho 
Ku-Klux  organization  here. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Quesiiim.  The  riot  f 

Answer.  The  riot.  In  tho  first  place,  I  distinctly  st^te  that  I  believe  there  was  a  Kn- 
Klex  organization  In  1868 ;  that  they  came  hero  to  the  town  of  Huntsville  that  night ; 
that  there  was  a  speaking  and  meetiug  here.  I  myself  belonged  to  and  was  in  tho 
ineeting.  I  went  away  accidentally,  because  Mr.  Haughey  was  making  a  speech  abusing 
oar  own  people,  and  I  wouldn't  stay  here  and  listen  to  any  such  chat  as  that,  and  went 
away ;  aud  just  as  I  got  in  bed  I  heard  the  firing  up  in  town,  but  didn't  see  any  Ru-Klux 
then;  but  1  believo  there  was  a  band — an  organized  band— of  Ku-Klux  here,  in  1863, 
of  men  who  in  part  thought  it  was  necessary  to  protect  our  wives  and  children  against 
outrage,  who  had  formed  themselves  into  an  organization  detestable  and  outrageous, 
detestable  aud  outrageous,  and  that  they  were  here  in  town  that  night.  I  believe,  from 
what  I  have  heard,.that  thev  didn't  fire  a  gun.  but  that  they  had  agents  and  men  upon 
the  street,  who  mingled  in  tne  affray,  excited  by  the  fact  that  these  men  were  here,  got 
into  a  row,  and  nobody  knoWs  who  oommenoed  shooting ;  I  certaiuljr  do  not,  and  uo> 
body  else  knows  who  oommenoed  it.  But  there  was  oommenoed  a  shooting,  bnt  I  believe 
that  the  men  who  were  undisgoiseid  and  did  the  shootiuK  belonged  to  the  Ku-Klux.  I 
believe  thai,    I  believe  that  Mr.  Cox,  who  himself  was  shot  through  the  head  by  a  Mr. 

50a 


786        CONDITION   OP  AFFAIRS  IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

Bo^r,  a  ne^,  without  an;  sort  of  oaute,  that  Mr.  Cox  was  a  Ku-Klux,  and  that  Hoper 
shot  him  without  the  slightest  particle  of  cause ;  that  Cox  was  a  Ku-Klux,  and  that 
UooffEmM  a  fooL 

OuesHai.  How  do  j^ou  know  that  Roper  shot  Cox  f 

Ansuitr.  I  believe  it ;  I  only  said  I  believed  it.  I  believe  that  Roper  himself  wonld 
admit  that  he  did  do  it. 

Question.  He  swore,  day  before  yesterday,  that  he  did  not  do  it. 

Answer,  No  matter  what  Roper  swore :  th^re  is  no  use  in  trying  to  believe  him.  I 
have  been  Roper's  counsel ;  I  understand  that  perfectly  weU.  I  believe  that  Eogex  shot 
Cox,  and  that  it  was  done  simply  that  the  fact  of  |:he  presence  of  the  Ku-Klux  was  the 
cause  of  the  difficulty,  the  cause  of  the  outrage.  I  believe  that  afterward  the  public 
sentiment  of  this  community  condemned  that  act ;  that  it  condemned  it  then.  I  Ijielieve 
that  Judge  Thnrlow  was  shot  by  accident  of  somebody  ;  no  one  knows  who.  I  was  his 
counsel  in  a  civil  case,  and  his  mend,  his  friend ;  and  when  the  next  night  or  the  night 
afterward,  when  in  the  extreme  of  death,  I  heard  the  declarations  of  these  men,  who  saiU 
that  this  was  Ku-Klux  murder,  and  that  nobody  here  in  this  community  would  even  dare 
to  pray  for  a  carpet-bagger  that  was  shot — I  say  that  I  told  them  that  that  was  not  so, 
and  it  was  either  the  present  United  States  marshal,  Mr.  McDauiel,  or  somebody  elsl^ 
I  don't  want  you  to  put  down  these  gentlemen's  names,  because  I  aui  not  accurate 
about  that,  but  someoody  said  that.  Dr.  Cantwell— the  doctor  was  present  attending 
upon  Thurlow— and  I  went  and  stood  by  his  side,  and  told  him,  "  You  are  mistaken  ;  no 
one  can  account  for  these  outrages;  we  can't  control  these  outrages— men  that  do  these 
things."  And  I  tried  to  sympathize  with  him,  doing  everything  I  could.  The  man 
was  killed.  As  I  went  back  in  the  room  they  said,  "  Yos,  that  is  all  a  piece  of  hypoc- 
risy." Says  I,  "In  whnt  respect  is  that  hypocrisy!"  Says  he,  *' There  is  not  a 
preacher  in  this  town  that  would  j»ray  for  him,  even  in  the  extreme  of  death."  Says  I^ 
**  That  is  is  false ;  that  is  a  lie."  Says  he,  *'  We  will  give  you  a  United  States  guanl  to  • 
go  and  get  any  preacher  that  will  try  to  get  here  to  pray  for  him."  Says  I,  "  I  don't 
want  any  guard j  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  can  go  without  a  guard."  "But  tho 
preacher  might  be  afraid,  and  mi^ht  make  that  excuse."  "  Then  send  your  guard."  Id 
an  instant  two  United  States  soldiers  presented  themselves,  and  said,  "We  will  go  with 
you."  I  went  to  Dr.  Ross's  house ;  it  was  about  half  after  10  o'clock  or  12.  I  rung  the 
boll.  I  don't  know  whether  the  old  man  was  asleep  or  not,  but  I  woke  him  up  and 
told  him  :  "  They  say  that  on  account  of  the  prejudices  against  northern  men,  no  mau 
here  in  this  comfn unity  would  pray  for  a  dying  man."  Says  I,  "  Doctor,  get  up,  and 
let's  go  and  give  a  denial  to  that."  He  got  up  and  put  on  his  hat,  and  went  around 
there  without  ever  saying  a  word,  and  kneeled  aown  beside  Judge  Thurlow  and 
prayed  for  lilm  for  a  half  hour,  in  the  presence  of  these  men  that  slandered  our  own 
people. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  I  would  prefer,  Mr.  Davis,  that  you  would  answer  my  questions.  I  do  not 
care  about  going  into  so  many  minute  details.. 

Answer.  Very  well,  sir. 

Question,  I  will  ask  you  to  state  what  other  c^es  of  outrage  you  know  of,  as  having 
been  committed  by  the  Ku-Klux  order. 

Ansioer.  I  know  that  the  whole  Ku-Klux  order,  as  far  as  it  was  an  order  at  all,  that 
there  was  nothing  that  they  did  that  was  right ;  that  it  was  an  outrage  itself.  Here 
at  this  bar,  that  man  Smith  was  tried  upon  a  charge  of  kiUing  somebody,  you  know,  in 
his  own  house.  He  was  an  old  mau,  and  lived  in  my  neignborhood,  and  I  don't  belie vo 
to  this  day  that  he  was  guilty ;  but  he  was  arraigneil  here,  and  a  jury  empanneled,  and 
some  one  put  there,  and  democratic  lawyers  and  a  democratic  judge  all  defended  him, 
and  then  this  Smith  was  acquitted,  and  he  wont  homo  at  night,  and,  by  God,  they  toUl 
me  the  Ku-Klux — and  I  have  no  doubt  of  it — took  him  out  and  hung  him  up  on  tbo 
top  of  a  limb.  The  next  night  they  hung  him.  That  was  an  outrage ;  it  was  slianio- 
f)il ;  it  was  worse  than  any  Loyal  League  men  ever  could  have  done. 

Question.  Do  any  other  instances  occur  to  you  ¥ 

Anaicer,  Of  whipping  f  • 

Question,  Whipping  or  killing. 

Ansicer,  Well,  sir,  I  really  dou't  knoW.  I  know  this :  they  whipped  and  shot  at  that 
fellow  down  here  in  tho  south  part  of  this  county.  I  know  that  tnoy  did  that.  Sena- 
tor Pratt,  the  fact  about  the  business  is,  tho  Ku-Klux  is  played  out  in  this  country. 
Fake  down  what  I  say.    They  once  existed  here. 

Question.  I  want  to  know  how  you  know  that  they  have  playe<I  out. 

Ansicer.  Because  of  this  fact :  that  public  sentiment  in  this  country  is  against  any  sucU 
thing  as  that.    They  once  were  with  it — sympathized  with  it  in  1868. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  since  tne  summer  pf  1869  there  have  been  no 
bands  of  disguised  men  in  Madison  County,  who  have  committed  any  outrages  upon 
people's  persons  t 

Anstoer.  I  do  mean  to  say— I  mean  to  say  this:  that  there  has  been,  since  1869, 
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oo  liaad  of  disi^aised  men  aathorized  by  what  was  the  original  Ku-Klux.    There  iras 
ftD  original  Ka-Klax  band.    I  told  yon  that  at  the  start. 

QueatUm,  I  want  to  know  how  you  know  thoy  were  not  authorized  by  this  Kn-Klus 
Kuin. 

Antwer,  Because  of  this  fact :  I  saw  the  men  that  I  believed  belonged  to  it  taking 
tidee  ft^ainst  them. 
QHesh»H,yh&t  is  your  only  reason  f* 

Anneer.  There  is  a  better  reason.    I  believe  the  men  who  employed  me  to  prosecute 
the  Ka-Klnx  in  this  court-house  were  themselves  Ku-Klux  before.    I  believe  that  Cap- 
tain Clarke,  and  Steptoe  Pickett,  and  Mr.  Blackwell  were  themselves  Ku-Klux  origi- 
nally ;  but  they  employed  me  to  prosecute  these  professeil  Ku-Kliix,  who  were  nothing 
in  the  world  but  mere  robbers,  and  thieves,  and  scoundrels. 
Question.  There  are  such  bands,  then,  existing  in  this  county  ? 
Answer.  They  are  not  bands ;  they  are  only  tliieo  or  four  men  together. 
Qucsiion.  Does  not  that  constitute  a  band  f 

Answer.  They  don't  constitute  a  band.  A  band  is  what  the  Ku-Klux  was— a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  marching  to  the  order  of  turn  this  way  and  that.  There  was  such, 
but  they  are  not.    They  don't  exist.    Now  let  me  tell  you  something  about  the  history 

of  that  case ;  and  will  you  excuse  me,  sir 

QueatioH.  I  wish  you  would  be  as  brief  as  possiWe,  because  there  are  several  other 
matters  upon  which  I  wish  to  examine  j'ou. 

Ansicer.  These  mep  went  in  disguise  to  that  man — a  negi'o — and  whipped  .him  for 
some  cause,  and  Mr.  Blackwell  told  them  that  **Ku-Klus  is  done  played  out;  we  are 
against  them  ;  we  don't  want  to  have  anything  more  to  do  with  it."  They  said,  "  We 
will  whip  you  anyhow-^whip  this  negro  knyhow."  They  came  here  to  town  and  em- 
ployed me.  I  want  to  show  you  how  that  thing  ran  through,  to  show  you  the  radi- 
cal change  in  the  public  sentiment,  and  as  soon  as  you  "are  convinced  of  it,  you  will  say 
to;  1  honestly  believe  you  will.  "Why,"  says  he,  *^  you  tell  me  that  this  man  has 
Jone  thus  and  so,  and  you  are  not  going  to  allow  us  to  do  that  ?"  Blackwell  told  them, 
"  I  don't  want  you  to  whip  any  negro  upon  my  premises  any  more,  and  all  your  Ku- 
Klnx  is  played  out."  "  All  right,"  said  he,  and  he  went  and  whipped  him,  and  Black- 
well  came  here  and  employed  me,  and  I  prosecuted  them.  They  paid  me  a  fee ;  I  prose 
cuted  them  before  this  probate  Judge.  I  prosecuted  them  before  this  present  probate 
jodge;  bonndthem  over  to  court;  democrats,  you  know,  were  doing  the  prosecuting 
then.  That  has  been  six  months  ago.  Democrats  were  doing  that — ^prosecuted  them 
good — ^and  then  convicted  them  and  they  went  out  on  the  streets,  and  what  do  you 
thmk  t  They  went  and  got  certain  men  to  give  bond  that  were  not  worth  a  cent  that 
I  radical  sheriff,  that  is,  Mr.  Doyle — you  can  just  hollo  for  him  and  bring  him  up  here 
DOW,  and  he  will  say  that  he  took  a  bond  that  he  knew  was  not  right ;  be  was  afraid 
of  the  robbers;  and  you  might  be  afraid  of  robbers,  going  walking  about  this  county ; 
they  will  steal  your  pocket-book. 
Question.  Is  that  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  I  prosecuted  them  and  convicted  them ;  convicted  them,  sir,  and,  sir,  when 
tbey  were  discharged  that  evening  by  the  sheriff,  I  went  and  asked  the  probate  judge, 
'*By  what  right  did  the  sheriff  discharge  them,  when  you  told  him  not  to  do  it  T"  Said 
he,  *'He  had  no  right  to  doit."  "  Then,"  said  I,  "  it  is  a  contempt  of  court,  and  I  move 
that  the  court  fine  the  sheriff  for  contempt  of  court,  for  allowing  them  to  get  off  in  that 
iort  of  a  way."  Ho  said  he  would  do  that.  **  Now,"  says  I,  "  I  will  make  an  affidavit 
that  the  sheriff  himself  has  contrived,  that  a  radical  sheriff  has  contrived,  to  let  these 
robbers  off,"  and  I  brought  the  whole  of  them  up,  and  I  will  tell  you  what  was  the  result 
of  it.  The  judge  himself,  who  sits  below  you,  Mr.  Pratt,  the  judge  himself  says,  "  They 
have  been  guilty  of  a  contempt,  but  I  am  not  going  to  tine  them  for  it."  "  Why  not  f' 
lays  I.  "  Bind  over  the  sheriff  in  a  bond  of  forty-five  hundred  dollars,"  and  when  the 
court  met,  I  moved  the  court  before  a  republican  judge,  *•  Don't  you  lot  thjit  man  ap- 
point that  grand  jury,  because  he  will  pack  the  jury  and  get  himself  off"."  Think  you, 
that,  inspiteof  mymotion, he  didn't  just  disregard  tbewhole  of  it.  O,  Senator  Pratt,  let 
me  tell  you  something;  the  calm,  intelligent,  nonest,  truthful  part  of  this  community 
are  against  the  Ku-Klux. 

Qiitsium.  Very  well :  now  I  wish  to  ask  a  question.     You  are  familiar  with  the  act  of 
the  legislature  of  Alauama,  approved  December  26,  1868,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  sup- 
pression of  secret  organizations  of  men  disguising  themselves  for  the  pnrposes  of  com- 
nitting  crimes  and  outrages."    You  have  read  that  law  f 
Anncer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qae$tion.  I  wish  to  read  to  you  the  preamble  of  that  law,  and  ask  you  whether  the 
state  of  things  contained  in  this  preamble  was  true  at  the  time  this  law  was  passed. 
Answer,  You  must  read  the  date. 

Question.  The  date  is  December  26, 1868.    Now,  I  will  read  the  preamble : 
**  Whereas  t^ere  is  in  possession  of  this  general  assembly  ample  and  undoubted  evi- 
dence of  the  secret  organization,  in  various  parts  of  this  State,  of  men  who,  under  the  cover 
of  masks  and  other  grotesque  disguises,  armed  with  knives,  revolvers,  and  otiier 
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deadly  weapons,  do  issue  from  the  places  of  their  rendezvooa,  in  bands  of  preater  or 
loss  number,  on  foot  or  mounted  on  horses,  in  like  manner  disguised,  generally  in  the 
late  Lours  of  the  ni<jht,  who  commit  violence  and  outrages  ui)on  peaceable  and  law- 
abiding  citizens,  robbing  and  mnnlering  them  upon  the  highway,  and  entering  their 
houses,  tearing  them  from  tlioir  homes  and  the  embraces  of  their  families,  and,  with 
violent  threats  and  insults,  inflicting  on  them  thp  most  cruel  and  inhuman  treatment; 
and  whereas  this  organization  has  become  a  wide-spread  and  alarming  evil  in  this  oom- 
monwealth,  disturbing  the  public  peace,  mining  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the 
people,  and  in  many  cases  overriding  the  civil  authorities,  defying  all  law  and  justice, 
or  evading  detection  by  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  with  their  hideous  costumes ; 
therefore, 

"Section  first,     Be  it  enantod,"  &c. 

Do  you  believe  that  the  btate  of  things  therein  recited  os.L>ted  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama at  that  time  ? 

Ansirir.  I  will  tell  you ;  that  cn\U  upon  a  man  to  believe  a  great  deal  abont  that.  I 
will  tell  you  one  thing,  I  never  paid  much  attention  to  any  law  enacted  by  any  such 
authority  as  that  was. 

Question.  I  am  not  asking  for  your  opinion  of  the  law,  but  simply  of  the  truth  or 
"untnith  of  the  recitals  in  that  preamble  f 

Answer.  I  believe  that  there  wa4,  in  1868,  a  Ku-Klux  organization  in  the  State  of 
Alabama,  and  in  Madison  County,  but  I  prefer  that  my  testimony  should  be  restricted 
to  things  I  know  of.  I  believe  that.  I  believe  that  now  it  is  more  unsafe  for  a  man 
to  be  a  Ku-Klux  hero  than  it  woitld  be  in  New  York.  I  believe  it  would  be  much  moro 
safe  for  a  man  to  put  on  a  disguise  in  the  city  of  New  York,  or  where  you  live,  Senator 
Pratt. 

Question.  You  have  told  us  that  several  times,  and  I  do  not  ask  to  have  it  repeated 
oftener.  I  wish  to  awk  whether  you  saw  published  in  the  papers,  some  time  in  1861),  what 
purported  to  be  an  order  emanating  from  the  Cyclops  of  that  organization,  disbanding  it. 

Ansiver.  I  did  not. 

Questian.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  such  an  order  T 

Anstvcr.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Were  you  a  conhtant  reader  of  the  newspapers? 

Answer.  I  can't  say  that  I  am  ;  but  I  saw  no  such  ordor. 

Question.  And  you  have  never  heard  of  such  an  order? 

Anmcer.  No.Bir;  not  until  you  mentioned  it. 

Question.  Did  yon  hear  of  such  an  order  in  1S(59? 

Anstoer.  I  never  heard  of  it  until  you  mentioned  it.  I  believe—I  wish  my  statement 
to  be  taken  down — I  believe  that,  in  166S,  there  was  an  organization  known  as  the 
Ku-Klux.  I  believe  now  that,  because  of  the  revolution  create<l  in  public  sentiment  by 
its  own  wrongs,  (no  matter  by  what  reason  provoked,)  that  it  is  moro  unsafe  for  a  man 
to  be  a  Ku-KhiK  hero  tban  it  would  bo  where  Senator  Pratt  lives. 

Question.  Aro  earpet-ba-jjgei-s  liked  in  this  community  any  better  than  in  1868  ? 

AnsxDcr.  Yes,  sir;  and  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  reason  to  show  it,  the  present 
carpet-bagger  who  fsits  beneath  you  ii  this  ])vobate  court-oflQce  can  walk,  and  doo3 
walk,  through  this  whole  eomnumity  ;  he  goes  through  its  buildings,  its  bridges,  attentf- 
ing  to  his  business,  not  only  without  being  hurt,  but  without  the  fear  oft)eing  hurt, 
and  I  do  this  in  order  to  show  that  I  amtelling  the  truth.  It  is  mighty  eai*y,  you 
know,  when  men  aro  sitting  in  a  conrt-hwiso  like  this,  just  to  bring  the  ofilcer  up 
stairs.     He  will  say  so  himself. 

Question.  Did  I  unchirstand  yon  to  say  that  you  are  in  fivor  of  the  reconstmction 
measures  passed  by  Congress  f 

Answer.  In  favor  of  them  i 

Question.  Yea,  sir. 

Answer.  In  favor  of  them  ?    I  ac(c;)t  them.    I  don't  think  that  that  is  a  political 

I  accept  them  ;  and,  sir,  1  say  this,  that,  belonging  to  the  Southern  Stat<?s,  and  to  ttio 
State  of  Alabama,  and  bcing'allowed  afterward  to  state  my  own  record,  I  accept  thorn, 
because  it  is  the  l>est  that  the  subjectMl  people  of  the  State  of  Alabama  can  do.  But  an 
for  the  favor  part  of  it,  I  don't  proposo  to  allow  you  to  put  such  language  as  that  in 
my  mouth. 

Question.  I  am  asking  you  a  question,  and  have  asked  whether  you  are  in  favor  of 
the  reconstruction  measures  of  Congress. 

Answer.  I  am  in  favor  of  accepting  them. 

QuestioTi.  Is  that  your  only  answer  t 

Anstver.  I  am  in  favor  of  accepting  them,  but  I  will  not  deal  dishonestly.  A  man 
might  be  in  favor  of  accepting  something,  but  might  be  not  abstractly  in  favor  of  the 
thing  itself. 

OSestiofu  Are  you  in  favor  of  getting  rid  of  them  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  am  in  favor  of  accepting  them,  and  standing  by  them  in  perfect 
good  faith.    I  would  go  against  anybody  that  would  go  against  them. 

Question.  Are  you  in  favor  of  perpetual  negro  suffrage  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  t 

Answer.  I  am,  I  am. 
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(^ustioH.  Did  you  vote  with  the  republican  party  at  the  fall  election  of  1868,  for  its 
caodidateef 

Anttoer,  Who  were  th/e  candidates  T 

Que^Uon,  I  suppose  you  know  ;  that  was  the  year  of  ihe  presidential  election. 

Answer.  I  supposed,  as  you  asked  the  qucHtion,  you  would  tell  me.  I  Totedfor  General 
Grant 

Question,  Did  you  have  any  county  ticket, or  district  ticket? 

Answer.  I  have  iio  county  ticket  myself;  other  people  might.  1  voted  for  General 
Grant,  against  General  Blair.  Now,  to  state  it — to  come  up  to  the  scratch,  because 
there  is  no  use  in  dodging  it — I  voted  simply  against  Seymour  and  Blair,  because  I 
thought  they  occupied  the  wrong  ground ;  but  now,  thinking  that  they  did  not,  1  wight 
vote  very  much  the  other  way.       ^ 

Question.  You  mean  that  you  would  vote  differently  now  T 

AnstDcr.  That  is  a  questiou  I  have  got  a  right  to  decide.  You  have  no  right  to  ask  me 
anything  in  the  future.  I  will  answer  that  that  is  in  the  past.  1  would  have  votetl 
for  Chase. 

Question.  Did  you  vote  with  the  rerjul/iican  party  and  for  its  candidates  last  fall  T 

Answer.  Who  were  the  candidates  t 

Question.  Did  you  vote  for  them, in  the  election  in  the  fall  of  1870  ? 

Answer.  Who  were  the  candidates  ? 

Question.  I  suppose  you  know,  as  a  well-informed  man,  better  than  I  do. 

Mr.  Blmr.  Lindsay  and  Smith. 

The  Witness.  Lindsay  and  Smith  and  Judge  Dox.  You  are  talking  about  the  State 
ticket.  ^ 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  I  am  talking  about  both  tickets. 

Answtr,  Well,  designate  which  you  want  me  to  answer. 

Question.  How  did  you  vote  on  yoir  State  ticket  1 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  1  voted  for  Governor  Smith ;  what  do  you  think  of  that  ? 

Question.  Did  you  vote  for  the  republican  candidates  for  the  county  offioes  T 

Answer.  I  did  not.  I  demand  of  my  representative  here  [to  Mr.  Buckley]  if  there  is 
any  man  in  Alabama  to  ask  mo  why  1  did  not  do  it.  1  voted  for  Governor  Smith,  and 
he  made  me-answer  that.  Now  1  demand  that  you  ai*k  me  why  I  didn't  vote — but 
[to  Mr.  Blair]  you  will  do  it.    All  right ;  go  uhoad. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  vote  for  a  ivpublican  or  a  democratic  candidate  for  Congress  iu  the 
election  in  the  fall  of  1870  ? 

Answer.  In  the  former  one  1  voted  for  a  republican ;  in  the  latter  one  I  voted  for 
Judge  Dox. 

Question,  He  was  the  democratic  candidate,  was  he  not  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know  that  you  could  consider  him  exactly  the  democratic  candidate. 
He  was  a  candidate. 

Question.  Was  he  not  nominated  by  the  democratic  party  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  he  was  or  not. 

Question,  Who  was  the  democratic  candidate,  then  t 

Answer.  Dox ;  and  I  certainly  voted  for  Dox. 

Qu^ion.  How,  then,  do  you  say,  as  yon  commenced  by  saying  iu  your  examination- 
io-chief,  that  you  have  always  been  associated  with  the  republican  party  since  the 
wart 

Answer.  Because  I  started  the  republican  party  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  have 
kept  it  up,  and  ana  the  only  representative  of  its  decency  that  is  here  yet. 

Question.  But  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  had  always  been  associated  with  it 
«kice  the  war  t 

Answer.  I  have  been. 

QuesUon.  Are  vou  now  associated  with  it  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  with  what  other  party  I  am.     ' 

Question.  Are  you  in  the  couMence  of  the  republican  party  at  this  time  ? 

Answer.  The  mean  set  I  am  not.  Those  that  are  decent  and  respectable  people  I  be- 
lieve that  I  am. 

Question.  Do  you  support  the  policy  of  the  republican  party  in  this  State  at  this 
timef 

Answer.  I  do ;  that  is,  I  support  this :  I  support  what  I  think  the  republican  party 
has  accomplished— the  great,  magnificent,  kind-hearted,  amiable,  and  fanatical  party— 
I  support  that.  I  think  it  is  an  accomplished  fact  ^at  they  did,  and  I  will  not  sup- 
port anybody  or  any  induence  opposed  to  it.  I  support  that  and  sustain  it,  but  I  don^t 
sustain  or  support  any  mean,  low-flung  organization.  -^      ,    ^  ^  donalp 

Q9e$tion.  \that  do  you  mein  by  that ;  what  do  yon  refer  to  T    '^'^'^  ^^  VjUU^H^ 
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Answer,  I  refer  to  the  political  organization  of  the  republican  party  in  the  State  of 
Alabama. 

Question,  You  raecn  that  yon  do  not  support  that 

Answer.  I  mean  that  I  believe  that  is  m  mean  a  concern  as  ever  was  on  the  face  of 
this  earth. 

Question,  I  just  wanted  to  get  at  your  political  status. 

Answer.  Certainly,  sir;  you  can  get  at  it. 

Question,  You  have  spoken  of  Mr.  Shjipard,  a  witness  who  was  examined  this  morn- 
ing f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  been  in  that  part  of  Blonnt  County  in  which  Mr.  Shapard 
lives  f 

Ansxcer.  I  suppose  I  have. 

Question,  Do  you  know  where  be  lives  ? 

Answer,  I  really  do  not 

Question,  Are  you  acquainted  with  his  neighbors  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  his  neighbors  speak  of  him  as  to  kis  character  for  truth 
and  veracity  t 

Answer.  Well,  look  here,  I  want  yon  to  put  that  down,  I  am  sort  o'  Qoaker-raieed^ 
and  stick  to  the  truth.  1  know  nothing  m  the  world  about  Shapofd,  except  wiiat  1 
know  about  him  here— about  his  record  here  in  this  town. 

Question,  Then  you  do  not  know  anything  about  his  general  charaoter  in  the  com 
munity  where  he  lives  T 

Answer.  As  far  as  I  do,  I  do  know  something  about  his  testimony. 

Question,  That  is  not  the  question.    I  ask  as  to  his  general  character. 

Answer,  Then  I  do  know  his  general  character. 

Question,  Do  yon  know  his  general  character  in  the  community  where  he  lives  f 

Answer,  I  know  his  general  charaoter  in  the  country  where  he  lives. 

Question,  I  ask  you  as  to  the  community  where  he  lives — the  immediate  neighbot- 
hook. 

Answer,  If  you  pin  it  down  to  Blount  County,  I  do  not ;  I  know  his  general  charaeter 
in  the  country — in  Alabama. 

Question,  Then  you  do  not  know  his  (general  character  in  Blount  Connty  T 

Answer,  Well,  Blount  Connty  gives  it  to  the  whole  of  North  Alabama.  I  know  it 
there.  If  yon  ask  a  legal  question,  I  can  answer.  I  do  not  know  his  local  character 
around  within  two  miles  of  his  house.  I  do  know  his  general  character  in  North  Ala- 
bama.   Go  on  with  your  questions. 

Question,  I  understand  you  to  say  distinctly  that  you  do  not  know  his  character  in 
the  neighborhood  where  he  resides  f 

Answer,  I  distinctly  answer  yon  I  never  made  any  such  answer,  and  I  do  know  hia 
general  character. 

Question,  Then  I  repeat  the  question,  and  request  a  direct  answer.  Do  yon  koow 
his  character  for  morality  or  for  truth  and  veracity  in  the  neighborhood  where  bo 
lives  t 

Answer.  What  do  you  moan  by  neighborhood  f 

Question.  A  circle  of  a  few  miles  around  where  he  lives  ? 

Answer,  How  many  miles.    You  mean  in  the  country  where  he  lives  ? 

Question,  No,  sir. 

Answer,  If  you  mean  in  the  neighborhood,  the  general  reputation  of  the  man,  I  do 
know  that. 

QuesUon,  I  mean  the  neighborhood  where  ho  lives,  and  you  know  what  that  means. 

Answer,  I  mean  to  answer  most  truthfully,  if  you  just  got  at  the  fiict. 

(iuestion,  I  ask  for  his  general  character  for  truth  and  veracity  in  the  neighborhood 
where  he  lives. 

Answer,  Where  he  stops,  I  do  know  his  reputation. 

Question,  Do  you  know  his  general  character  for  morality  and  fur  tnitli  and  veracity 
in  the  county  of  Blount  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  I  do. 

Question,  How  many  citizens  of  Blount  County  Jiavo  you  heard  ftpoak  of  Mr.  Shap- 
ard's  character  for  truth  and  veracity  T 

Answer,  Not  a  one ;  but  I  know  his  general  character. 

Question,  Do  you  know  it  from  citizens  of  Blount  County  f 

Answer,  I  know  it  from  what  everybody  says. 

QuesUon,  Do  you  I;now  it  from  citizens  of  Blount  County  f 

Answer,  I  know  it  from  what  everybody  says ;  citizens  of  Blount  Connty  or  any- 
where. 

QuesHon,  You  can  Icavo  the  stand,  if  you  will  not  answer  questioflir.  f 

Answer,  I  did  not  mean  to  answer  disrespectfully.  Digitized  by  VjOO^Ic 

The  Cn.iiRMAN'.  I  have  no  further  questions  to  ask  you. 
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The  Witness.  Thea  I  will  say  this :   I  really  think  I  know  Mr.  Shapard's  charaotez 
in  his  own  county.    I  really  think  I  know  his  character  in  his  own  county. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Quegthn.  I  will  ask  you  a  question,  with  the  consent  of  the  chairman.    What  is  his 
character  t 
Answer,  It  is  very  bad. 
Qite$tion,  In  his  own  county  T 
Anneer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  everywhere  el^. 
Quettion,  Is  it  bad  in  North  Alabama  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  ba<l  in  here  in  Huntsville,  bad  in  Bloant,  bad  every  where  else. 


HuNTSViixE,  Alabama,  October  11,  18^1. 
JOHN  VANVALKENBERG  sworn  and  examined. 

Hie  Chairman.  As  yon  were  called  at  the  request  of  the  minority  of  this  committee, 
<^iieral  Blair  will  conduct  your  examination. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Colonel,  will  you  state  how  long  you  have  lived  in  Alabama t 

Answer.  I  came  to  Alabama  in  December,  lij66. 

QmesHon.  From  what  State  did  you  come  f 

Answer.  From  Indiana. 

Qmestion.  Had  you  been  in  the  Federal  Army  during  the  War,  colonel  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  command  did  you  hold  T 

Answer.  I  was  colonel  of  the  Twentieth.  I  went  out  captain  of  a  company ;  ^!^hen  I 
Ifft  the  service  I  was  colonel  of  the  Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers. 

Question.  Were  you  acquainted  in  Indiana  with  a  man  by  the  name  of  Lakin,  who 
nibfleqnently  came  to  live  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    He  lived  in  the  town  I  came  from — Peru,  Miami  County,  Indiana. 

Question,  What  was  his  general  rei>utatiou  in  the  town  in  which  he  lived  T 

Answer.  In  Indiana  T 

Questum.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  Well,  I  know  nothing  particularly  against  him,  as  a  roan,  in  Indiana.  I 
knew  that  he  claimed  to  be  a  Methodist  preacher,  but  was  not  allowed  to  attend  in 
any  of  their  conferences  there  at  all. 

Qufstion.  What  was  the  reason  he  was  not  allowed  to  attend  the  conferences  f 

Answer.  It  was  something  that  happened  in  the  8tate  of  New  York,  or  New  York 
City.  He  was  stationed  there  as  a  missionary,  I. think,  in  the  Five  Points. — ^the  way 
the  story  comes  to  me — and  he  was  charged  with  seducing  his  own  niece  there;  at  least, 
that  is  his  wife's  story  for  it. 

Question.  And  for  that  reason  he  was  not  permitted,  in  Indiana,  to  attend  the  Meth- 
odist conference  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon.  He  was  ftuspended  or  excluded  from  tke  church. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  did  some  circuit-riding  there  and  preaching ;  but  when  the 
Methodist  conference  met  in  our  town,  Mr.  Homnan,  a  Methodist  preacher,  was  theriL 
and  noticed  that  Mr.  Lakin  did  not  go  into  the  conference,  and  he,  Hoffman,  told 
me  that  he  was  not  allowed  to ;  that  that  class  of  men  did  not  go  into  the  Methodist 
conference  in  Indiana. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  the  cause  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  heard  that  from  others  ?  ' 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  Mrs.  Wilkinson,  of  Peru,  told  my  wife  that  Mrs.  Lakin  told  her 
that  was  the  charge,  but  she  did  not  believe  it. 

Question:  Did  you  know  Lakin  here  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  1  have  known  him  since  July,  1860.  I  was  down  here  in  July,  1866, 
before  I  moved  here,  and  he  was  here  then. 

QuesOim.  What  was  the  character  he  bore  in  this  community  1 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  was  rather  hard. 

Question.  State  what  it  was. 

Answ&r.  Well,  he  is  considered  a  disturber  of  the  peace  here.  He  has  organized,  I 
brieve,  some  chnrches  here,  or  a  negro  church  down  here,  a  Methodist  church.  There 
appears  to  be  considerable  ill-feeling  amongst  the  negroes  toward  him.  I  nnderstood 
that  they  claimed  that  they  paid  him  for  the  gronnd  the  church  stands  on  ;  that  it  wte 
bought  some  way  in  his  name ;  that  they  have  paid  him  for  the  ground  and  he^id  not 
make  them  a  deed.    This  is  the  darkies*  story. 
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Q^e8U<nt,  Does  the  obnrch  stand  in  his  namof 

Answer.  1  cannot  say  that. 

QuMUan,  Had  ho  any  means  to  pnrchaso  and  build  that  church  of  his  own  T 

Answer,  I  think  not  of  his  own.  I  think  if  he  did  it,  it  was  done  through  the  North* 
em  Methodist  chnrch  in  one  way  or  other.  He  was  down  here  as  kind  of  a  missionary, 
(K-ganizing  a  branch  of  that  church  here. 

QucstUm.  Will  you  state  what  is  his  character  here  among  the  white  people— his  gen- 
eral character  f 

Answer.  It  is  bad. 

Question.  In  what  respect  ? 

Answer.  Well,  they  consider  him  a  disturber,  an  agitator  and  disturber,  working  np 
the  negroes  against  the  whites. 

Question.  How  in  regard  to  his  truth  and  veracity  f 

Anstoer.  Do  yon  mean  what  is  his  general  reputation  for  it  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir ;  his  general  reputation. 

Answer.  Well,  as  talked  on  the  streets,  as  spoken  of  on  the  streets,  you  mean  T 

Question.  Yes,  generally. 

Answer,  It  is  bad,  sir. 

Question.  Would  yon,  from  what  you  know  of  him,  believe  him  on  his  oath  f 

Answer.  I  would  not ;  not  since  be  testiOed  in  Washington,  if  that  is  the  true  report 
of  his  testimony  there  ^  the  evidence  he  gave  on  the  condition  of  afiieurs  in  Madison 
County  I  could  not  beheve. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  speak  here  ? 

Answer,  Make  a  speech  f 

Question.  Yes. 

Anstoer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  ho  does  that,  ouly  in  his  profession,  ' 

Question.  As  a  preacher  T 

Answer,  As  a  preacher. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  him  make  a  political  speech  1 

Answer,  I  never  did.  Ho  does  his  work — bushwhacking  as  they  call  it  iu  Miami 
County — going  around  and  doing  it  by  talking  to  people. 

Question.  Was  he  a  candidate  for  the  Senate  f 

Answer.  Here! 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  of  his  having  the  nomination  for  any  office  here. 

Question.  I  mean  a  candidate  for  the  United  States  Senate  before  the  legislature. 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  there  were  so  many  of  them  candidates  there  that  I  coold 
not  keep  the  run  of  them. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  his  character  was  in  Peru,  as  a  man  of  truth  and 
veracity  t 

Answer.  I  don't  think  I  ever  heard  anything  said  against  his  character  for  truth  and 
veracity  there.    He  is  the  first  secessionist  I  ever  knew. 

Question.  A  secessionist  f 

Answer.  He  split  the  Methodist  church  in  Peru  and  took  half  of  it. 

Question.  Was  that  during  the  war  or  before  it  f 

Ansufer.  Before  the  war. . 

Question.  Was  it  well  understood  that  that  was  his  course  there  f 

Answer.  1  say  secessionist  because  ,it  amounts  to  that.  They  split  on  the  mode  of 
seating  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  together.  They  had  no  disagreement  previous  to  his 
coming  there,  and  he  was  opposed  to  their  sitting  together,  and  tho  balance  of  the 
church,  a  large  proportion  of  them,  were  in  favor  of  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  sitting 
together.  They  thought  a  man  and  his  family  could  sit  together.  They  have  a  ohoir 
to  sing  and  an  organ.  He  was  opposed  to  that  and  he  drew  off  with  his  followers  and 
went  and  started  a  little  shebang  in  the  lower  end  of  the  town. 

Question.  In  speaking  of  him  as  a  secessionist  yon  only  allude  to  his  breaking  off 
fron  the  chnrch  ? 

Ansuter.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Not  to  anything  political  1 

Answer.  O,  no,  sir,  not  at  all— not  a  political  thing. 

Question.  You  say  you  became  a  colonel  in  the  Army.  How  long  did  you  servo  in  the 
United  States  Army  t 

Answer.  About  two  years,  twenty- three  months,  I  think  it  was. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  How  long  did  you  know  Mr.  I>akin  in  Peru  1 

Answer,  I  think  I  knew  him  about  three  years  before  the  war.  I  would  not  be  posi- 
tive. 

Question,  Was  he  a  good  citizen  during  that  time  f 

Answer.  Well,  yes,  sir,  I  think  he  was.    I  did  not  know  anything  against  him. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  hear  anything  against  his  character  during  that  time  f 
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Jniwer.  No,  sir,  I  don't  think  I  did. 
Qumfiw.  Was  he  engaged  in  preaching  tlie  gospel  ? 

Anawer,  No,  sir,  not  to  my  knowledge.    I  have  heard  that  ho  used  to  go  out  aud 
preach  in  the  ooontry  occasionally  where  they  needed  a  preacher,  but  was  not  en- 


What  was  his  occupation  while  living  in  Peru  f 

Aiuwtr.  I  dont  know  that  he  had  an  occupation,  only  preaching  occasionally  at  these 
phces.    His  daughter  and  wife  taught  school  there. 

QueaUon.  Do  you  know  the  Rev.  Mr.  GiUam,  a  Methodist  preacher  now  preaching  at 
LogaosportT 

A98wer.  No,  sir. 

Qite$H(m,  Do  you  know  Hon.  James  M.  Tyuor,  a  membor  of  Congress  living  in  Peru  f 

Answtr,  Yes,  sir. 

Questkm,  Is  he  a  man  of  truth  f 

Aiuwer,  I  should  take  him  to  be  a  man  of  truth. 

Question,  Would  you  rely  upon  any  statement  he  would  nuiko  In  relation  to  Mr. 
Lokin's  position  and  character  while  ho  lived  there. 

Antwer,  Yes,  sir,  I  think  I  would. 

QuMHon,  Do  you  know  Harvey  J.  Shirk,  an  attorney  at  Peru  ? 

Auiwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  la  he  a  man  of  good  standing  aud  character  tbero  ? 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Would  you  rely  with  confidence  upon  any  statement  lie  might  make  in 
idfetion  to  Mr.  Lakin's  standing  and  character  while  living  in  Peru  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  ' 

Question,  When  did  you  first  hear  this  charge  of  his  having  seduced  a  uioco  at  or 
near  the  Five  Points  in  New  York? 

Answer,  I  beard  it  in  Peru.  I  did  not  hear  the  charge  definitely  state*!.  That  it  was 
aTery  serious  charge  I  heard  in  Peru. 

Question,  Who  did  you  hear  it  from  ? 

AnswGT,  I  could  not  tell  you  who  I  heard  it  from  now.  The  next  time  I  heard  it  was 
from  Harvey  J.  Shirk  here  in  Huntsville. 

Question,  In  what  year  was  that  ? 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  in  1869.  

Question,  Did  Mr.  Shirk  express  any  opinion  as  to  his  believing  or  disbelieving  that 
ch^e? 

Auwer,  No^  sir ;  he  did  not  express  an  opinion  one  way  or  the  other. 

Question.  How  did  ho  come  to  mention  it  f 

Answer,  He  was  at  my  house,  taking  dinner  with  me  there,  and  asked  me  about 
Lakin  in  the  conversation,  and  I  told  him  he  was  here.  He  asked  me  what  he  was 
doing.  I  told  him  he  was  trving  to  organize  a  branch  Methodist  church,  I  believed, 
and  some  other  things  I  think  likely  I  told  him. 

fiuestion.  When  should  Mrs.  Wilkinson  have  communicated  this  information  to  your 
▼ife,  in  relation  to  Lakin  f 

Answer,  Last  month. 

QuesUon,  When  your  wife  was  on  a  visit  to  Peru  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  Mrs.  Wilkinson  expressed  her  disbelief  of  the  truth  of  the  state* 
meat! 

Answer,  No,  sir.  Mrs.  Lakin  said  she  didn't  believe  it.  I  don't  know  what  Mrs. 
Wilkinson's  notion  was  about  it. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  the  character  of  Mr.  Lakin  generally  discussed  before  he 
giTo  his  evidence  in  Washington  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  t^iousands  of  times. 

Question,  You  say  his  character  was  bad  on  account  of  his  being  a  disturber  of  the 
peace? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  what  did  he  disturb  the  peace  ? 

Answer,  In  stirring  up  the  negroes  against  the  whites  down  here. 

Question,  Down  where  ? 

Answer,  Down  here  in  Huntsville,  and  in  this  county,  and  aJ\  over.  You  could  hear 
of  him  all  over  Jackson  County,  and  Blount  County,  and  dilierent  counties  that  he 
travened. 

Question.  From  whom  does  your  information  proceed  that  he  was  dibturbing  the 
pea«e? 

Answer,  I  have  seen  it  published  in  the  pax>er8  here,  and  I  have  seen  affidavits  made 
by  citizens  around  through  the  counties. 

Q»eiHoii.  Published  in  the  papers  here  ?         .  (^  ] 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 

Question.  Wiule  Mr.  Lakio  was  here?  ^ 
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Amicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qtte9tion.  Did  you  over  attend  any  meeting  where  such  disturbance  took  place  t 

Anewer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  attended  very  few  political  meetiDgs  since  I  have  been  in 
Hontoville. 

Question,  Were  they  political  meetings  at  which  these  distnrbances  were  created  f 

Answer.  No,  sir :  thev  were  disturbances  made  by  going  on  the  plantations,  and  this 
goin^  and  gathering  the  negroes  together,  and  arraying  them,  and  urging  them,  and 
talking  to  them  against  the  whites. 

Question,  What  did  he  say  to  them— what  was  his  language  t 

Ansvoer,  I  cannot  tell  you.   I  never  heard  him. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Queaton,  Did  they  commit  any  acts  on  account  of  his  teachings  T 
Answer.  I  don't  know  as  to  that. 

Question.  Did  they  make  any  disturbance  of  tl«e  peace  on  account  of  his  teaoMn^sf 
Anewer.  I  don't  know  that  they  did.    I  could  not  say ;   I  could  not  pick  on  anything 
particular. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  You  never  heard  him  yourself  harangue  the  negroes  T 

Answer,  Noj  sir. 

Question,  Did  ^on  ever  talk  with  anybody  who  has  heard  him  T 

Anewer,  No,  sir.  I  have  seen  a  statement  in  the  paper  here,  coming  from  a  man  in 
Jackson  County—I  don't  know  whether  it  was  in  1867  or  1868 — that  Lakin  was  tsawl- 
ing  through  that  county,  and  stopped  at,  I  think,  a  confederate  soldier's  house,  and 
Mr.  LaMn  asked  to  stay  all  night,  and  he  told  him  he  could.  This  was  the  statement 
in  the  paper,  sworn  to  by  the  man,  and  Mr.  Lakin  sat  down  on  the  porch  and  talked 
to  him,  and  told  him  that  times  had  changed  here ;  that  the  negro  had  got  to  be  on  an 
equality  with  white  folks  now,  and  had  tne  same  rights  that  white  men  had.  Supper 
was  ready,  and  they  invited  Mr.  Lakin  in  to  supper,  and  he  ate  supper ;  and  when  he 
got  ready  to  go  to  bed,  the  man  showed  him  a  bed  to  get  into ;  and  Air.  Lakin  stepped 
up  to  the  bed  and  saw  it  was  occupied,  and  he  saw  a  negro  in  the  bed,  and  be  looked 
around  at  this  man.  The  man  was  there  standing  at  the  door,  and  told  him  that  was 
the  bed  he  had  to  sleep  in ;  and  this  statement  says  that  he  then  got  into  the  bed  and 
slept  with  the  negro. 

Question.  Who  was  the  man  who  made  that  affidavit  t 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  the  name  now.    It  was  published  in  the  paper. 

Question,  Did  yon  know  the  man  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  him  in  my  life. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  is  a  man  to  be  believed  or  not  ? 

Answer,  I  could  not  say  anything  about  it.  It  was  in  1867  or  1868,  and  I  was  on  the 
plantation  in  1867,  and  I  was  not  very  well  acquainted  with  the  county. 

Ques^on,  Was  that  mentioned  as  an  instance  of  his  disturbing  the  peace  t 

Anewer,  No,  sir ;  only  I  was  Just  telling  you  one  of  the  articles  that  was  in  the  paper. 

Question.  Did  yon  understand  that  it  was  Hobson's  choice  with  him,  to  sleep  with 
•  the  negro,  or  not  have  a  bed  at  all  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  did  not  understand  anything  about  it.  I  didn't  understand  that  at 
all.  I  suppose  the  young  man  thought  it  was  right  for  him  to  practice  what  ho 
preached.    So  I  iudged  from  reading  the  article. 

Question.  You  know  nothing  of  the  truth  of  the  statement  contained  in  that  article  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  it  was  a  sworn  affidavit. 

Question,  You  may  proceed  to  state  more  particularly  than  you  have,  in  whj^  way 
Mr.  Lakin  disturbed  the  peace. 

Answer,  I  don't  know  tnat  I  can  state  it  any  further  than  his  talking  with  the  negroes 
in  thesc^  gatherings,  where  they  gather  them  for  preaching. 

Quesiion.  But  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  never  heard  him  talk  to  the  negroes  T 

Answer,  I  never  did  hear  him  talk. 

Question.  You  never  saw  him  bushwhacking,  as  yon  cnll  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Your  information  js  all  second-hand  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  it  published  in  the  papers. 

Quesiion.  Was  there  not  a  great  deal  of  feeling  in  the  community  against  Mr.  Lakin 
on  account  of  his  mission  to  the  South  to  organize  churches  under  the  auspices  of  tho 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know  how  that  is,  Mr.  Pratt.  There  is  one  thing  that  brought  down 
on  him  and  made  a  very  ill  feeling  toward  Mr.  Lakin  and  his  family.  When  be  first 
came  here,  or  in  1867  rather,  he  was  living  here,  and  his  daughter  was  writing  letters 
to  the  North,  slandering  and  running  down  the  people  here,  and  calling  them  all  kinds 
of  names  that  you  can  think  of,  that  a  woman  would  call  thetn,  in  those  articles ;  and 
those  papers  were  sent  right  back  here,  and  those  articles  oopied  in  these  papers. 


ALABAMA — SUB -COMMITTEE.  795 

Quatian.  He  suffered  on  accoant  of  bis  daugbter^s  writing  f 

Antwar,  That  fetched  him  more  i^romincntly  before  the  people,  aud  thoy  noticed  him 
more  than  they  would  otherwise. 

Qmesticfn,  Do  you  know  of  a  single  act  of  immoral  conduct  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Lakin, 
whUe  be  dwelt  for  years  in  this  community  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Qnttfion.  Did  you  ever  hear  a  single  act  of  immoriil  conduct  reported  against  him 
xrhilo  he  lived  heref 

Aimrer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  heard  intimations  of  things,  but  I  never  heard  anything 
that  could  be  traced  to  any  authentic  source. 

Quegtiam.  Did  you  ever  hear  hie  reputation  for  truth  and  veracity  called  in  question 
before  he  gave  his  testimony  before  the  committee  at  Washington  7 

Amwer.  Yes,  sir. 

QiuslUm,  By  whom  f 

Anmcrr,  Well,  I  have  heard  talk  of  it  on  the  streets.    I  conld  not  name  the  parties. 

QumtUm,  On  what  ground  was  his  truthfulness  challenged,  and  his  character  for 
troth  brought  into  question  f 

Aniwsr.  About  the  time  before  he  left  for  Washington  it  was  known  aU  tyrer  town 
here  that  he  was  fiummoned  before  the  committee  there,  and  it  was  talked  of  that  he 
WM  a  fit  subject  to  go  before  the  committee ;  that  he  would  testify  to  anything  they 
would  ask  him  to. 

QuetHom.  Who  was  it  that  spoke  up  then  and  charged  him  with  untruth  f 

Aiuwer.  I  don't  know.  It  was  the  general  talk  over  town  about  his  going  there,  and 
bis  name  was  mentioned  in  connection  with  others. 

Question,  Did  any  one  say  he  had  been  guilty  of  telling  lies  while  living  here  in  this 
fommunity  T 

Auwer,  No.  sir ;  not  to  my  knowledge. 

QuestUm,  Then  the  apprehension  was  that  he  wouM  tell  untruths  ? 

AnsKor,  Well,  that  is  the  way  th^  expressed  it. 

Queation.  His  family  is  living  here  yet.  Is  it  not  f 

Answer.  I  conld  not  tell  you.  I  think  there  is  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Rains, 
who  married  his  daughter,  here.  I  see  Kains  here  occasionally,  but  I  do  not  know 
that  I  have  seen  Mrs.  Lakin  or  Mrs.  Rains  for  six  months. 

QuesHon,  You  heard  of  his  house  being  fired  into,  did  yon  not  1 

AKKfor,  Yes,  sir. 

Qmatwrt,  You  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  truth  of  this  statement,  have  you,  that 
it  was  fired  into  T 

Antwer,  No,  sir;  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  it,  for  I  live  in  the  house  and  the  bullet- 
holeB  are  there ;  but  I  have  great  reason  to  doubt  that  any  one  fired  into  it  unless  it 
WIS  some  one — weU,  the  general  impression  is,  that  it  was  some  darkies  that  he  had 
wronged  some  way  in  planting  operations  here. 

QwMtkm.  You  say  that  was  the  general  impression  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

(inestion.  Among  what  class  of  people  7 

Answer.  Among  the  whites.  I  have  heard  it  was  expressed  by  the  darkies  them- 
■chres,  but  never  to  me.  There  was  some  trouble  between  Mr.  Lakin  and  a  gang  of 
teUes  that  I  think  he  was  backing  in  raising  a  crop  in  1866. 

Qu^ion.  Have  you  ever  heard  a  single  man  of  the  republican  faith  speak  against 
Ifr.  Lakin's  character  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have,  because  I  have  not  talked  a  great  deal  with  any 
of  the  republicans.  I  don't  think  that  there  are  more  than  a  dozen  or  two  in  town 
that  I  ever  talk  to  much. 

QmsCioii.  Why  ?    Do  you  have  no  correspondence  at  all  with  the  republicans  herot 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  but  there  is  a  certain  cla.ss  of  them  that  I  havo  no  use  for. 

Qne^on.  What  class  do  you  refer  to  ? 

Answer.  A  class  of  men  who  vote  the  republican  ti<ket  horo. 
Qnatwn,  That  you  have  no  use  for  ? 

^^wircr.  Yes,  sir :  I  don't  want  to  associate'  with  them. 

QnesHon.  What  is  the  trouble  with  them  • 

AnsKtr,  Because  I  think  thej'  are  not  fit  for  anybody  to  aj^sociate  with,  that  class  of 

nM».    I  am  not  siK^akiug  now  of  the  respectable  republicans,  but  of  a  certain  class  that 

QuestioH.  Men  from  the  North  ? 

Ansv^r.  Home  of  them  nre  from  the  North,  some  are  not. 

Question.  You  are  not  down  on  carpet-baggers,  are  you  7 

Anstvtr.  I  am  pretty  tight  on  some  of  them. 

Question.  Do  they  ever  call  you  a  carpet-bagger  7 

QuestUm,  Yet  you  were  bom  and  raised  in  the  Northern  States f^''^^  by  V^OOglC 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  But  your  party  never  designate  you  a  carpet-bagger  7 
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.Answer,  They  never  have,  to  my  knowledge. 

Qmettion,  That  term,  then,  is  only  applied  to  republicans  who  come  down  here  with 
carpet-bags  f 

Answer,  It  is  only  applied  to  these  follows  who  came  and  squat  aroand  the  country 
seeking  office,  deluding  the  negroes  and  getting  them  to  vote  for  them,  and  then 
tripping  them. 

Quesium.  Do  they  not  apply  it  to  all  men  indiscriminately,  who  come  from  the  North 
and  vote  the  republican  ticket  and  are  outspoken  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  never  heard  of  a  man  calling  Mr.  Vandeventer  a  carpet-bagger, 
or  Mr.  Tancro,  who  is  from  Wisconsin,  and  is  a  republican. 

Question,  Did  this  community  take  you  by  the  hand  when  you  came  and  settled 
with  them  f 

Ansfioer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuMtion,  They  have  treated  you  since  with  kindness  T 

Answer,  I  never  had  a  cross  word  said  to  me  but  once. 

Quesiio^n,  Are  you  upon  terms  of  entire  social  equality  with  the  old  residents  here  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUkm,  Do  you  visit  in  their  families,  and  do  they  visit  in  your  family  I 

Ansxoer,  To  a  certain  extent  they  do.  They  have  very  strong  lines.  I  don't  suppose 
there  is  a  place  in  the  world  where  they  are  more  aristocratic  in  their  views  than  they 
are  here. 

QiAestion,  You  mean  there  are  certain  people  of  your  own  political  faith  who  do  not 
visit  you,  and  you  do  not  visit  them  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  visit  their  families. 

Question,  Is  it  because  you  are  a  northern  man  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  What  is  the  reason  ? 

Answer,  I  have  not  money  enough.  If  I  had  money  enough,  and  was  a  radical,  1 
could  go  anywhere.    It  is  monej^.    **  Money  is  what  makes  the  mare  go.'' 

Question,  So  that  a  radical,  with  money,  could  go  with  the  aristocracy  here  t 

Ansufer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  that  is  the  standard  of  respectability  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  same  as  it  is  up  North.  There  are  plenty 
of  radicals  and  republicans  as  well  as  democrats  there  that  hold  themselves  above 
common  people.    They  have  their  rings  there  as  well  as  in  other  places. 

Question,  You  do  not  think  money  is  the  standard  in  Peru  and  in  Logansport,  where 
wo  have  both  been  f 

Answer,  Peru  and  Logansport  are  different  from  any  other  places  that  I  have  ever 
been  in,  Mr.  Pratt.  They  don't  drapr  the  lines  so  close  there.  You  know  they  have 
not  the  wealth. 

Question,  There  are  such  men  as  John  Miller,  and  D.  P.  Bearss,  and  John  T.  Huseel- 
man,  and  W.  W.  Uanoy,  they  are  not  aristocrats,  and  have  they  not  money  enough  f 

Answer,  I  don't  know  how  it  is  with  you  Logansport  people.  I  know  John  Miller 
was  not  an  aristocrat,  but  George  L.  Dart  you  know  is,  and  he  is  a  republican. 

Question,  But  he  is  not  a  man  of  large  wealth,  is  he? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  but  he  throws  himself  back  on  his  dignity  very  much. 

Question,  You  spoke  about  Mr.  Lakin  organizing  a  negro  church  here,  and  about 
their  putting  up  a  house,  but  that  he  withholds  a  deed  for  the  lot. 

Answer,  That  is  the  story  coming  from  the  negro  members  of  the  church. 

Question,  Have  you  conversed  with  them  f 

Answer,  Yes^  sir. 

Question,  With  how  many  of  them  ? 

Answer,  Two  or  three  of  them.  They  came  around  two  or  three  times  a  year  for 
contributions  for  their  churches. 

Question,  Are  those  negroes  you  speak  of  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chaicb 
South  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  they  are  members  of  the  church  Mr.  Lakin  organized.  That  is  the 
church  between  here  and  the  depot,  down  here. 

Question,  Are  not  the  negroes  in  possession  of  the  church  and  worshiping  there  T 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  complaint  has  been  made  that  he  withheld  the  title  f 

Answer,  Yes.  sir ;  that  is  the  way  they  tell  it ;  that  it  has  been  paid  for  and  he  with- 
holds  the  deed. 

Question,  You  have  not  heard  the  other  side  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  anything  of  the  merits  of  the  case  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  anything  about  it  at  alL 

By  Mr.  Buco^Y :  Digiti,,^  by  GoO^Ic 

^testion.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  this  charge  was  made  against   Mr.  Lakati 
8  ho  was  living  in  New  York  City,  at  Five  Points  T 
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Answer.  ye8,.eir;  that  is  the  way  I  understand  it. 

ijwoetion.  Sabseqaent  to  that,  did  he  live  in  Peru,  Indiana  ! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qwation,  Do  I  understand  yon  correctly  as  saying  that  he  was  uot  permitted  to  go 
into  the  general  conference  of  the  Motbodist  Episcopal  Church,  but  that  ho  continued 
to  ride  a  circuit  about  tho  country  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Mr.  Hoffman  told  uso  he  was  not  allowed  to  attend  tho  Methodist 
coDference  there,  but  I  understood  he  was  doing  a  little  preaciung  on  his  own  hook 
ootside  wherever  they  wanted  a  preacher  occasionally. 

Question,  Do  I  understand  yon  to  say  that  he  continued  his  ecclesiastical  connection 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  while  at  Peru,  Indiana?         ' 

Answer,  I  don't  know  what  connection  lie  bad  with  it.  Mr.  Iloffmau  told  me  he  was 
Qot  allowed  to  attend  the  oonference;  that  ho  was  not  admitted. 

Question,  Was  he  a  licensed  preacher  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  the  timof 

Answer,  I  cannot  tell  yon. 

Qnesium,  Ue  did  preach  f 

Answer.  Ho  preached  around  through  tho  conutry. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question,  Was  ho  a  member  of  the  Metbotlist  Church  T 
Answer,  I  suppose  ho  must  have  been. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question,  Do  you  think  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  would  retain  a  man  in  its 
ministry  under  such  a  charge  of  guilt ;  much  lt^6S  do  you  think  they  would  allow  him 
U>  preach  f 

Answer,  I  don't  know  how  they  could  hinder  him,  if  he  wanted  to  preach  on  his  own 
book.    I  have  a  right  to  preach,  if  I  waut  to. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  whether  ho  had  maintained  his  connection  with  the 
church  or  not  f 

Answer,  I  don't  know. 

Question,  Was  there  more  than  one  Methodist  colored  church  hero  at  the  close  of  the 
wart 

Answer.  At  the  close  of  the  war  I  was  not  hero. 

Question.  Was  there  at  tho  time  you  arrived  hero? 

Answer,  1  don't  know  that  I  could  tell  you  now  whether  there  was  or  not.  I  think 
(here  are  two  down  here,  either  Baptist  or  Metho<list,  or  something  or  other. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  that  the  colored  people  of  this  city  who  composed  the 
Methodist  church  here,  had  a  right  to  worship  in  a  building  which  they  put  up  on  a 
lot,  the  uso  of  which  was  given  to  them  so  long  as  they  cohtmucd  in  connection  with 
tho  Tennessee  conference  T 

Answer,  1  don't  know  anything  about  it. 

Question,  YoU  never  beard  that  ? 

Answer,  I  never  heard  it.    I  heard  tli^ro  was  some  trouble  about  tho  Baptist  church 
down  hero.    Mr.  Lakin  had  something  to  do  with  it  in  some  way,  and  got  an  order 
from  the  commanding  oOicer  of  this  department  turning  the  church  over  to  somo  other 
Oenomination. 
•  Question,  Was  that  tho  one  the  colored  people  had  built  before  tho  war  1 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  or  not. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Lakin  organize  any  Methodist  church  here  whatever? 

Answer.  1  think  he  did. 

Question.  Are  you  positive  upon  that  point  t 

Answer.  I  am  not  positive. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  ho  organ izixl  it,  or  whether  ho  came  here  and 
fonnd  a  church  organized  ? 

Answer.  I  am  rather  under  the  impression  that  the' church  lot  was  bought  by  some 
one  and  tho  church  built,  or  a  building  may  have  boon  on  it,  (that  was  a  building 
<lown  Iwtween  here  and  the  depot,)  since  he  has  come  here. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  whether  the  church  was  given  by  him  or  notf 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  anything  about  that.  I  know  there  was  considerable 
excitement  about  the  mode  of  his  trying  to  get  this  church  away  from  the  denomina- 
tion that  bad  it  in  charge  here,  that  is,  the  Baptist  Church.  The  order  was  counter- 
manded and  issned  again,  and  countermanded  again,  so  the  papers  stated.  Finally  tho 
old  Baptist  retained  the  church. 

Question,  Was  not  that  the  Methodist  church,  instead  of  the  Baptist  church  f 

Answer.  It  is  tho  Baptist  church  now,  and  has  been  used  as  a  Baptist  church  over 
onee.    It  is  this  brick  church  ri^ht  back  of  the  hotel  here. 

QuesHon.  In  regard  to  Mr.  Lakm  I  wish  to  ask  you  a  question,  which  was  asked  and 
uswered  by  Judge  Dox,  and  is  found  on  pago  4^  of  his  testimony : 

"  Question  [by  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Poland.]  What  act  did  vou  ever  hear  of  Mr^J^Jdn 
•onmittiDg  that  was  derogatory  to  his  character  as  a  Ofaristian  miniBterf 
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Tbe  answer  to  that  question  is  this : 

**  1  cannot  say  that  I  have  heard  of  any  specific  act  derogatory  to  Lis  cbaraetor  aa  a 
Christian  minister/' 

Now,  before  the  13th  day  of  Jane  last,  did  yon  ever  hear  anythukg  that  was  desogs^ 
tory,  or  do  yon  know  of  any  act  that  he  committed  in  this  comaiaBity,  derogatory  to 
his  character  as  a  Christian  minister  f 

AMtMT.  I  don't  know  that  I  coold  answer  that.  I  don't  know  that  I  eyw  beard 
anythsog  here  hat  what  yon  would  call  that  report,  if  trae  — — 

Question.  I  am  not  talking  about  tho  report.  I  want  yoa  to  specify  any  act  HuA  be 
committed,  while  living  £ere  as  yonr  fellow-towasman,  that  was  derogatory  to  bis 
character. 

Anmoer,  I  might  say  this:  I  don't  think,  from  my  notion  of  Christianity,  ttiat  any 
preacher  bos  a  right  to  meddle  with  x>olitics,  as  long  as  be  is  preaching,  acting  aa  a 
preacher. 

Question.  You  referred  to  some  reports.  How  did  these  reports  of  Mr.  Lakin  reach 
yout  Did  they  come  through  tho  newspapers  or  were  tbey  rumors,  communicated 
from  one  to  tbe  other  f 

Anstoer.  Which  reports  T 

Question.  Tbe  rumors  you  have  beard  derogatory  to  liis  character  ;  how  did  you  obtain 
them  f        ^  « 

Answer.  I  have  seen  tbeni  published  in  the  papers,  and  heard  this  principal  one ;  my 
wife  told  me  of  that.  I  did  not  boar  tbe  speciiic  charge  until  she  returned  from  tho 
North,  and  it  was  rather  strange  to  me  that  Mrs.  Wilkinson,  knowing  Mr.  Dan  aa  well 
as  I  do  and  that  be  is  a  decided  republican,  should  say  that  much  about  Mr.  Lakin. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  Mr.  Lakin  was  sent  down  here  by  tbe  Cincinnati  confer- 
ence of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Under  the  supervision  of  the  late  Bishop  Claik  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know  anything  about  who  sent  him  here. 

Question.  If  that  was  tbe  case,  do  you  think  the  Methodist  Church  would  send  down 
here  to  such  a  responsible  position  as  this  a  man  under  such  a  charge  as  that  T 

Answer.  Well,  I  don't  know.  The  bishop  might  not  have  known  anything  about  this 
previous  report.  It  appears  he  was  not  allowed  in  the  Methodist  conference  of  Indiana 
on  some  ground  or  other,  and  the  report  was  that  there  was  some  crime  that  be  was 
charged  with  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Question.  These  ecclesiastical  bodies,  conferences,  are  presided  over  in  tnm  by  the 
dinereni  bishops  of  the  Methodist  Church,  are  they  not  f 

Answer.  I  could  not  answer  that.    I  don't  know  anything  about  their  drill. 

Question.  I  believe  they  are  so  presided  over,  so  that  the  bishop  of  that  Indiana  con- 
ference might  be,  the  subsequent  year,  tbe  presiding  officer  of  the  Cincinnati  confer- 
ence, and  so  be  changed  about ;  and  in  fact  while  Mr.  Lakin  was  here.  Bishop  CU^k, 
Bishop  Janes,  and  Bishop  Simpson,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  all  presided 
over  tbe  conference  of  which  this  district  was  a  part.  Now,  do  you  think  it  possible 
for  those  three  persons  to  have  retained  here  a  minister  who  was  resting  under  such  a 
charge  as  that  of  which  you  have  spoken  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know  what  they  might  do.  Tbe  charge  was  there ;  it  was  never  de- 
nied ;  it  was  admitted ;  and  still  he  came  down  hero  in  that  capacity. 

Question.  Do  you  usually  believe  newspaper  reports  that  you  bear  f 

Answer.  Tliis  was  not  a  newspaper  report ;  this  was  told  as  the  trutb. 

Question.  The  statement  you  referred  to  in  tho  papers  here  ? 

Answer.  And  do  I  usually  believe  them  T 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  I  don't  think  all  such  statements  arc  to  bo  relied  upon,  but  a  great  many  of 
them  are,  especially  if  they  are  backed  up  by  circumstances  and  other  evidence. 

Question.  I  remember  a  few  years  ago,  not  more  than  three  years,  of  having  received 
a  newspaper  slip  containing  extracts  from  some  paper  in  liidiaua,  which  spoko  in 
very  derogatory  terms  of  some  of  your  family  connection.  I  never  have  given  any 
credence  to  those  statements.  I  never  have  asked  about  them.  I  remember  simply  of 
seeing  them,  but  have  passed  them  by.  Do  you  not  tbiuk  that  such  reports  frequently 
get  out— reports  that  may  bo  true  or  false  T 

Answer.  If  you  had  bunted  for  tbe  author  of  that  report,  yon  would  have  found  it  to 
be  Mr.  Lakin,  and  be  referred  those  parties  to  the  chairman  of  the  republican  central 
committee  of  Alabama,  and  I  wrote  to  the  chairman  of  that  committee  and  have  got  bis 
answer  in  my  pocket.  That  is  no  fair  way  to  deal  with  any  man.  You  write  a  slander- 
ous article  against  a  man  and  sign  a  fictitious  name,  and  bow  can  he  defend  himself  f 

Question.  Is  not  that  the  character  of  much  of  tbe  newspaper  information  t 

Answer.  But  where  they  give  name  and  place  it  is  a  different  thing. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  anything  of  Mr.Lakin*s  testimony  except  such  portion  of  it 
as  was  sent  by  the  Associated  Press  to  Huntsville,  and  throughout  the  country  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  did  not  see  anything  through  tbe  Associated  Press.  I  saw  articlea 
written  here  in  Huntsville  where  he  is  living. 
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Qumtion,  B«t  in  regard  to  his  tettiiaoBj  in  Waflhinj^KXif 

Jmwar,  I  «aw  that  in  the  p^pen. 

QumtioH^  Do  yon  jadge  him  aod  hU  character  simply  by  wh»t  yoti  saw  of  his  testi- 
flMoy,  aa  telegraphed  over  the  ooontry  by  the  Asaociated  Preas  t 

Jntwtr.  lioyair. 

Qttmtkm.  I  think  that  in  yonr  testimony  you  stated  that  sinee  he  gare  hia  evidence 
in  Waabinctoo  yen  would  not  brieve  htm  t 

A9$tMr,  You  aakedlbr  his  general  repatation  here  for  tnth  and  veracity,  and  I  told 
jWL  that  bedfeire  hia  teatimony  was  given,  at  the  tuae  th^  said  he  was  snmmoned  to 
taeliiy  before  the  committee,  the  expression  ef  diffwent  parties  on  the  street  was  that 
thay  would  not  believe  hira  nnder  oath,  and  after  that  it  was  general  in  the  streets 
that  he  had  stated  that  whidi  was  false,  becanse  the  acts  that  he  stated  aa  coaHoaitted 
in  Madiaon  Connty  were  not  true,  which  everybody  knew. 

Que$iia»,  Yon  judged  of  the  testimony  by  what  you  saw  in  the  papers  f 

Answer.  I  Judged  from  the  testimony  myself,  as  far  as  I  was  concerned — things  that 
be  stated  as  nappeniug  in  this  county,  about  the  condition  of  it ;  that  a  Union  man  or 
a  republican  living  here  was  not  safe  here,  if  such  was  his  statement 

Qme9tiim,  How  do  you  know  that  was  his  statement  T 

Answer,  I  only  know  that  was  in  the  paper.  His  testimony,  as  published  in  the 
HoDtsville  paper  here,  was  that  a  Union  man  or  a  republican  could  not  express  his 
sentimente  in  Madison  County ;  that  it  was  not  safe  for  bim  to  do  it. 

Question,  How  long  did  yon  servo  in  the  Federal  Army  T 

Answer,  About  twenty-three  months. 

Question,  Were  you  tried  by  court-martial  during  tho  war  1 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Were  you  dismissed  from  tho  so  it  ice  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  For  what  cause  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  the  charge  was  "disloyalty  to  tho  goverumcnt,  and  conduct  un- 
becoming an  oflicer  and  a  gentleman." 

Question,  On  that  charge  you  were  dismissed  ? 

Answer,  On  tlat  charge  I  was  dismissed,  without  a  trial  and  without  any  specifica- 
tions or  anything  of  the  kind. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Questiom.  State  all  the  facts  in  reference  to  that  transaction. 

Answer.  I  wish  to  give  an  explanation,  as  you  have  asked  that  question.  When  I 
took  a  company  out  from  Peru,  Indiana,  I  was  put  in  the  Twentieth  Indiana  Regiment 
with  Colonel  Brown,  of  Logansport.  On  the  resignation  of  Mi^or  Ben  Smith,  I  was 
made  major  of  the  regiment.  On  the  resignation  of  Charles  Murray,  lieutenant  coloneL 
I  was  made  lieutenant  colonel.  On  the  death  of  Colonel  Brown,  at  the  second  battle  of 
Boll  Run,  I  was  made  colons  of  the  regiment.  At  the  battle  of  the  seven  days'  fieht, 
in  front  of  Bichmond,  I  was  wounded  and  sent  home,  and  while  in  the  hospital  at 
Wasbin^ton  Mr.  Colfax  fetched  me  my  pay  and  an  order  detailing  me  on  the  recruit- 
iog  service  in  Indiana.  I  reported  to  Indianapolis  and  gathered  up  eighty -five  recruits 
for  the  regiment,  I  and  tho  recruiting  party.  In  starting  back,  at  Indianapolis,  I 
thought  1  nad  not  quite  money  enough  to  take  me  back  to  the  regiment.  I  asked  a  friend 
of  mine  there  for  the  loan  of  $50,  and  ho  pulled  me  out  $40  and  gave  it  to  me  and  said, 
"  I  don't  like  tho  idea  of  loaning  money  to  a  man  that  is  fighting  under  this  damned 
Digger  administration."  I  told  bim  I  would  send  it  to  him  the  first  pay-day.  Tho  first 
pay-day  came,  and  I  sent  him  tho  money  by  express,  and  wrote  him  that  I  had  done 
so,  and  stated  in  the  letter  that  it  was  the  last  money  I  expected  to  get  for  the  next 
four  months  from  'Hhis  damned  ni^^ger  administration."  I  put  that  in,  intending  t6 
use  his  expression,  his  "damned  nigger  administration."  That  letter  went  to  Indian- 
apolis, and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Reynolds,  a  sutler  there,  (thia  other  man's  namo  was 
Kieynolds,  too,)  took  the  letter  out  of  the  office  thrdngh  a  mistake,  opened  it  and 
read  it  over  and  took  it  to  Morton.  Morton  asked  tho  Secretary  of  War  to  dismiss  mo 
from  the  service :  and  on  that  letter  I  was  dismissed  from  tho  service,  without  any 
charges  or  specifications. 

Qiistion,  Or  any  opportunity  to  explain  t 

Answer,  Withont  any.  I  went  to  Washington  at  the  request  of  General  Hooker. 
He  and  General  Bimey  gave  me  tho  strongest  papers  they  could  for  mo  to  go  and  ask  a 
bearing  of  the  case.  1  went ;  and  Mr.  James  Hughes,  of  ludiaia,  and  Dr.  Evarts  went 
with  me  to  the  President.  One  of  them  I  mot  from  the  camp  in  front  of  Fredericks- 
bu^,  coming  to  Washington.  General  Sickles  told  me  he  would  withhold  the  publi- 
cation of  tho  order  until  I  could  go  to  Washington  and  do  something  about  the  matter. 
Mr.  Hughes  went  to  the  President,  and  the  President  told  him  he  had  not  the  scratch 
of  a  pen  against  me  in  his  possession ;  that  he  never  had  heard  of  me  before.  Still  I 
was  clismissed  by  order  of  the  President,  through  Stanton.  I  could  get  no  trial,  no 
hearing,  nothing  of  the  kind.    When  I  asked  for  it  they  told  me  I  would  have  to  go  to 
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Indianapolis  and  seo  Governor  Morton.  Hero  are  «  few  of  tbe  tefttlmoniald  from  ofil' 
cors,  from  General  Hooker  down  to  the  lowest  commiaeioned  officer  there  was  an  tho 
whole  aroiy  of  tbo  Potomac,  so  far  as  I  was  known  in  it.  [Exhihiting  docomants  ap- 
pended to  the  testimony  of  this  witness.]  These  are  certified  copies  of  tbe  oiiginalxi. 
The  originals  I  sent  to  Mr.  Lincoln  about  two  weeks  before  he  was  killed,  and  never 
heard  from  them.  These  are  certified  to  by  Alexander  Black,  circuit  clerk  of  Miami 
County,  Indiana ;  and  also  this  printed  copy  I  submit  for  the  use  of  the  committee.  A 
copy  of  the  whole  of  them  was  printed  in  a  newspaper  in  my  defense,  in  answer  to 
that  tdanderous  article  published  here.  That  article  was  not  published  here,  but  made 
np  in  printed  packages  and  deposited  on  the  train  in  Pern,  Indiana,  by  this  nuui 
Lakin*s  daughter,  and  scattered  broadcast  over  this  town  here;  every  merchant  aod 
every  boainess  man  here  received  one,  without  any  signature  to  it.  It  gave  us  author- 
ity the  chairman  of  the  republican  central  committee  of  Alabama  for  the  truth  of  those 
statements.    I  wrote  to  him.    1  think  his  name  is  Bocock. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  Glascock,  is  it  not  ? 

Anaicer,  That  is  the  man.  His  ausw  er  is  there.  lie  did  not  think  the  rcpublicAn 
party  had  got  so  low  as  to  stoop  to  that  kind  of  doin<p>  iu  Alabama. 

By  ilr.  Blair  : 

Question.  If  yon  will  file  that  paper  it  will  be  appended  to  your  testimony. 

Anaicer.  I  would  ask  that  as  a  favor  of  the  chairman  of  this  committee.  Hero  nre 
the  testimonials ;  here  are  certified  copies  in  manuscript.  You  know  Aleck  Black's 
signature,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  this  will  show  you  that  there  waa  great  injustico  duno 
hero.    This  slander  nas  been  circulated  all  over  tbe  land. 

By  the  Chairman'  : 

Question,  Referring  to  what  you  have  said  in  reference  to  Mr.  Lakin,  I  wish  to  in- 
quire if  you  ever  heard  it  gainsaid,  or  controverted,  that  he  came  here  by  tbo  direct 
authority  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  for  the  purpose  of  extending  its  mem- 
bership into  Alabama? 

An9wer,  I  have  heard  that  he  came  down  to  organize  a  branch  of  the  Northern 
Methodist  Church. 

Question,  Did  you  nnderstand  that  he  came  down  clothed  with  proper  authority  from 
the  ecclesiastical  authorities  of  that  church  f 

Answer.  I  never  heaxd  anything  about  that ;  I  Just  heard  the  simple  statement.  In 
1866,  when  I  came  here,  there  was  a  man  named  Applogate,  and  a  man  named  Kobin- 
son,  who  used  to  bo  a  partner  of  Applegate,  and  I  got  acquainted  with  Apx)legato  and 
Robinson  in  1866  here,  and  whilst  iu  their  office  Lukin  came  in.  That  is  the  time  this 
excitement  was  going  on  about  this  Baptist  Church;  and  knowing  Lakin  as  well  as  I 
did  In  Pern,  I  asked  Applegate  what  he  was  doing  here,  and  he  told  me  he  was  attemx>t- 
ing  to  organize  a  branch  of  the  Methodist  Church  North  here. 

Question.  But  you  do  not  know  whether  it  was  by  authority  of  that  church  or  not  T 

Annoer,  I  do  not. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  that  Bishop  Clark,  of  Cincinnati,  or  Bishop  Simpson,  or 
Bishop  Janos,  visited  Huntsville  during  the  time  Mr.  Lakin  was  living  here  and  work- 
ing in  the  interest  of  the  church  t 

Amtcer.  No,  sir,  1  never  did.  There  was  a  man  named  Chalfont  who,  I  think,  lived 
in  the  house  when  Mr.  Lakin's  house  burned  up ;  I  am  not  positive  about  that. 

Question.  What  of  him  T 

Answer,  You  asked  me  if  I  knew  any  of  these  other  parties  j  I  knew  him. 
.  Question,  Was  he  a  Methodist  minister  ? 

Awncer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  he  of  higher  authority  than  Mr.  Lakin  iu  the  church  ? 

Ansiccr,  I  don't  know  how  that  was. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  those  bishops  visiting  here  and  superintending  tho 
work  of  Mr.  Lakin  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bucklky  : 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  Bishop  Clark  holding  a  conference  in  186C  in  Talladega  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  here  then. 

Question.  Or  Hfshop  Smipson,  in  1869,  visiting  Georgia  and  Alabama  to  preside  over 
the  ecclesiastical  body ;  did  you  hear  of  his  visit  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  here  ;  it  might  have  been  at  Talladega,  but  I  did  not  .hear  of  ii 
at  the  time.  I  don't  take  any  of  the  Unutsville  papers  at  all,  and  never  have  ;  I  think 
they  are  mighty  poor  excuses  for  newspapers  and  I  don't  take  any  of  them. 

By  the  Chairman:  GoOqIc 

QnetUon.  You  operate  with  the  democratic  party  here,  do'^you  r  o 
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.  Ye$,  sir.    As  they  say  iu  that  ariiole  which  I  have  given  yba  with  those  tes- 
ttBooys,  I WM  raised  a  deraoerat  and  expect  to  die  one  unless  there  is  some  better 
pro^eet  than  I  see  now. 
(^ettiom.  Ton  are  regarded  as  being  a  pretty  strong,  bitter  partisan,  are  you  net  f 

.  Ko,  sir ;  they  charge  me  with  being  a  conservative. 


APPENDDL 

The  documents  referred  to  by  the  witness,  John  Vanvalkenbnrg,  in  his  testimony 
tAmtjtts  printed  in  the  HuutBville  Daily  Independent,  Sunday,  November  33, 1868^  oon- 
sisyoff  of  commnnicationst  testimonials,  &o.,  together  with  editorial  matter  acoom- 
piDjiDg  the  same,  are  as  follows : 

AN  ANONYMOUS  SLANDER  NAILED  TO  THB  COUNTER. 

We  have  been  furnished  for  publication  by  the  friends  of  Colonel  yanvalkenburg|,  with 
a  large  mass  of  testimony  in  refutation  of  the  secret  and  cowardly  attack  which  nras 
lak]y  made  upon  him  in  this  community.  The  attack  was  in  the  shape  of  an  anony- 
mous cvoular.  We  have  one  of  them  before  us,  from  which  we  extract  enough  to 
expose  its  slanderons  and  cowardly  character : 

"  lNDL\NAPOLis,  INDIANA,  September  80, 1868. 
""Toihe  CUizens  of  North  Alabama  : 

""FELLOW-CrnzENS:  Some  days  ago  I  walked  into  the  office  of  a  friend  and  picked 
op  a  HontsviUe  paper,  in  which  I  saw  what  purported  to  be  a  speech  made  by  one 
John  VanvalkenlNirff,  of  Huntsville,  formerly  a  citizen  of  Peru,  Indiana,  in  which  Jie 
mjti  that  he  ( Vanvalkenburg)  has  been  a  democrat }  that  he  sucked  democratic  milk ; 
aod  (liat  he  still  drinks  democratic  milk,  and  that  he  always  expects  to  drink  it,  Soc. 

*' Judging  from  said  speech,  said  John  must  be  taking  a  prominent  part  in  politics. 
Hivifig  known  said  J<dm  and  his  family  for  a  number  of  years,  and  also  his  father 
aod  family,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  inform  the  good  people  of  Alabama  that  said  John  is 
jDst  the  kmd  of  a  man  that  make  good  democrats  up  here. 

''Sone  years  ago  said  John  was  charged  with  a  penitentiary  offense  in  the  State, 
from  which  he  escaped  by  Joining  the  Regular  Army,  iu  which  he  served  five  years  as 
a  soldier, 

"Said  J<^n  never  had  one  drop  of  loyal  blood  in  his  veins ;  he  has  been  regarded  as 
too  bad  a  man  to  ever  be  cultivated  into  a  gentleman.  If  he  is  now  baimed  with 
tk  Eq-K1ux  Klan  or  other  desperadoes,  he  has  at  last  found  his  natural  element. 

**  Said  John,  early  in  the  late  war,  held  a  commission  in  the  Twentieth  Indiana  In- 
&Qtry,  finom  which  he  was  dismissed  for  treasonable  luiguage. 

''The  tacts  upon  which  tliis  statement  is  fouoded  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
chairman  of  the  republican  executive  committee  of  Alabama,  so  if  any  one  doubts  them 
they  can  be  convinced  by  writing  to  him. 

<<GITIZBN. 

"Published  by  authority.^ 

This  infhmoos  and  cowardly  document  was  put  in  the  mail  on  the  oars  somewhere 
in  Indiana,  and  circulated  through  the  post-office  in  this  community.  No  one  knows 
where  nor  by  whom  it  was  writ^n  nor  when  published.  It  is  thought  to  have  been 
eoueocted  by  some  eowardly  carpet-bagger  in  tnis  community,  and  carried  to  Indiana 
to  be  mailed  for  the  purpose  of  evadingdiscovery,  exposure,  and  punishment.  Colonel 
v.,  being  a  stranger  here,  naturally  desires  to  repel  ui  attack  which  never  would  have 
betro  TsMe  in  his  own  State  and  among  his  own  people ;  and  if  made  could  have  been 
safely  answered  with  *'  the  mild  laughter  of  contempt." 

The  large  mass  of  documents  in  our  possession,  from  which  selection  has  been  made 
for  publication,  do  emphatically  present  Colonel  Vanvalkenburg  to  this  community  as 
a  brave  soldier,  a  true  patriot,  and  an  honest  gentleman.  We  do  not  think  that  any 
one  heie  baa  ever  given  the  slightest  credence  to  his  secret  and  cowardly  enemies,  yet, 
oevertheleaSy  we  publisb  the  foUowing  in  order  '*  to  make  assurance  doubly  sure:" 


Hkadquabtbrs  Third  Armt  Corps, 
Camp  near  FakimUh,  Virffinim,  Febrmarp  19, 1863. 
Mt  Dsab  8m:  By  aieoent  order  of  tbePrendeat,  from  the  War  Department,  CdOnel, 
John  Vanvalkenbutg,  Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers,  is  dismissed  fh>m  the  service  of 
the  Goverament  for  disloyalty  and  conduct  nnbeooming  a  gentleman. 
Coleael  Yaanralkenburg  ciHumands  a  brigade  in  the  second  division,  which  witl^for^ ' 
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evor  be  aesociated  with  that  of  the  braTe  and  lamented  Kearney.  Of  the  f aithfhl  and 
gallant  services  of  Colonel  Vanvalkenbiurg  yon  will  find  abondant  evidence  in  the  te«- 
timoniala  he  will  exhibit  to  you  from  his  comrades  in  that  division,  with  whom  he 
haa  shared  the  honors  of  many  battles,  and  by  the  side  of  whom  he  was  wounded. 
This  officer  has  risen  from  the  grmde  of  captain  to  his  present  rank  and  command,  and 
General  Bimey,  who  now  commands  the  division,  informs  mo  that  he  has  no  superior  in 
the  division  for  loyalty,  courage,  and  good  conduct. 

Ton  will  share  the  surprise  and  re^pret  of  those  who  know  and  esteem  Colonel  Van- 
valkenburg,  that  he  has  been  dismissed  without  a  trial',  without  a  hearing  j  that  he 
does  not  know,  nor  can  any  officer  in  the  Array  tell,  what  acts  or  words  of  nis  are  as- 
signed  as  the  cause  of  this  summary  and  terrible  disgrace. 

Iliave  commended  this  faithful  and  accomplished  officer  to  you  because  lam  sure 
you  desire  to  see  Justice  done  between  him  and  the  Government.  I  am  sure  there  is  no 
enttcieut  ground  for  the  hard  fate  to  which  he  has  been  consigned ;  and  if  not  I  need 
not  appeal  to  you  in  his  behalf— not  only  as  your  fellow -citizen,  but  as  a  soldier,  he 
will  have  your  heartv  and  powerful  friendship.  I  think  he  should  not  only  be 
promptly  and  honorably  restored  to  his  command,  but  he  should  be  promoted.  His  ser- 
vices merit  this  recognition,  and  now  it  is  due  to  him  as  a  slight  atonement  for  the 
wrong  he  has  reccivSi. 
Faithfully,  &c., 

flICKLEa 

Hon.  Schuyler  Colfax,  M.  C. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Third  Corps, 

Belle  Air,  Febrttarg  20,  1863. 
General  :  Permit  me  to  encroach  so  far  upon  military  etiquette  as  to  introduce  to 
yon  Colonel  Vanvalkenburg.    He  visits  Wasningtou  to  try  and  have  the  order  dismis- 
sing him  revoked. 

lean  only  say  to  yon  that  I  regard  him  as  one  of  the  best  offloers  and  soldiers  in  my 
division,  and  in  restoring  him  your  army  will  retain  one  of  its  truest  officers  and  loyal 
citieens. 
The  colonel  only  seeks  an  opportunity  to  meet  the  calumniators  and  the  ealomny^ 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Briff^dim- GweraL 
li^jor  General  Joseph  H.  Hooker, 

Commanding  Army  of  ike  Potommc 

The  letter  from  General  Bimey  is  indorsed  as  foUowa : 

"  Hbadquartbrs  Cavalry  Corps,  Fdirman/  9, 1863. 
"  I  could  not  have  been  more  surprised  had  I  read  the  order  dismissing  myscjf  or  &ny 
other  officer  in  the  service  than  I  am  at  the  order  dismissing  Colonel  valvolkenbnrg. 
I  had  the  honor  to  command  the  colonel  for  three  months,  and  I  can  couscientionsly 
affirm  there  was  no  officer  in  whose  loyalty,  bravery,  and  integrity  I  had  more  confi- 
dence than  in  Ms,  and  I  feel  morally  certain  that  there  has  been  some  misapprehen- 
sion, based  upon  misinformation,  in  the  matter. 

"  GEORGE  STONEMAN, 
''  Brigadier  General,  LaU  Commanding  Third  Corpe."^ 

**  The  action  of  the  authorities  in  regard  to  Colonel  Vanvalkenburg  is  incomprehen- 
sible to  his  friends  in  camp.  I  can  only  think  that  there  has  been  some  mistake  in 
this  case.  His  loyalty  has  never  been  doubted  by  his  brother  o03cers,  nor  haa  his 
soldiership  been  other  than  the  proudest  soldier  might  envy.  No  injurious  suspicions 
are  attached  to  his  name  in  the  Army. 

•*  J.  HOOKER, 
"  Major  General,  CommanMng/' 

Headquartbbs  Third  Army  Corps,  Febrmnrg  19, 1863. 
My  Dear  8m :  Again  I  have  to  appeal  to  you  for  your  good  offices  in  behalf  of  a 
meritorioQB  officer  wbo  has,  I  believe,  been  unjustly  dealt  with  by  the  QoTetanent. 
Col6nel  Vanvalkenburg,  of  this  command,  (commanding  a  brig^e,)  has  been  dismissed 
the  service  for  disloyalty  and  '*oondvct  unbecoming  a  gentleman."  He  hate  bad  no 
hearing,  knows  not  of  the  words  or  aeto  charged  against  him,  and  in  the  noble  divi- 
sion in  which  he  has  served— that  of  the  lamented  Kearney— every  officer  beam  With 
ainazement   and    indignation  of  this  extraordinary  proceeding.     Colonel  Vaaval 
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]»nbirs  will  Bbow  yon  evidenoe  of  his  biflh  and  DBcbaUeoged  standing  in  the  aerVioe, 
aU«f  whieh  I  indosse  completely  and  without  leeerve,  and  I  beg  your  generous  aid  in 
bebalf  of  a  gaUant  and  £uthful  officer  in  his  appeal  lor  justice. 
Bsq[»^tfhlly, 

D.  SICKLES, 
Brigadiir  GeMraly  Commandinj^ 
Hon.  Iba  Habris, 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps,  F^^fruary  20, 1863. 
Dear  Sir  :  Allow  me  to  introduce  to  you  my  friend  Colonel  Vanvalkenburg,  of  the 
TwentieUi  Indiana  Volunteers.    He  has  one  of  the  finest  re^ments  in  the  servicoi 
and  I  have  ever  considered  him  one  of  the  best  commanders  in  tne  Arm^. 

He  will  make  his  business  known  to  you,  and  1  hope  you  can  find  time  to  take  the 
matter  in  band  and  will  try  to  secure  for  him  a  hearing,  when  I  feel  assured  he  will 
come  out  all  right ;  if  not,  then  I  will  say  I  have  been  more  dccieved  in  the  colonel 
than  1  ever  was  before  bv  any  other  person. 
I  am,  very  respectuQly,  &c., 

GEORGE  STONEMAN, 

Brigadier  General, 
Hon.  Mr.  Dunn,  M.  C. 


Headquarters  Third  Brigade^  First  Division,  Third  Corps, 

Ctwtp  JPitcher,  Vtrginia,  F^tmtary  19, 1863* 
General:  I  have  jast  learned  with  surprise  that  Colonel  John  Yanvalkenbnrg, 
Twentieth  Indiana  Yokinteer^  has  been  dismissed  the  service  for  disloyalty  and  con- 
doct  unbecoming  an  officer  ana  a  gentleman.  I  feel  it  due  to  this  gallant  officer,  who 
bears  honorable  scars  upon  his  person,  received  in  support  of  our  glorious  cause,  to  say 
that  I  commiuided  for  some  time  the  brigade  to  which  the  Twentieth  Indiana  is  attached, 
and  have  served  in  the  same  division  with  Colonel  Vanvalkenburg  during  the  Peniu- 
eolar  campaign)  and  that  from  my  intercourse  with  him  I  have  aver  regarded  him  as 
particularly  &ithful  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  truly  loyal  to  the  Government,  and 
one  of  the  most  efficient  offic^a  of  his  grade  in  the  service.  I  confidently  assert  that 
Inmost  Kallant  division  can  boast  of  no  more  gallant  or  efficient  regiment  than  the 
Twentieth  Indiana. 

I  have  no  idea  of  the  allegations  which  have  led  to  Colonel  Vanvalkenburg's  dis- 
iDissal,  but  bis  distinguished  services,  past  history,  and  soldier-like  qualities  bespeak 
for  him  a  patient  heanng. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.HAYMASr, 
CoiUmd  Thiriy-Seventh  New  T<n'Je  Volunteers^  Commanding, 
General  L.  Thobias, 

Ai^tant  General  United  States  Army. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  First  Brigade,  Third  Corps, 

Fantary2dyl863. 
Dear  Sir  :  Last  evening  the  officers  of  the  Twentieth  Indiana  held  a  meeting  at 
tbese  headquarters  to  take  into  consideration  the  resolutions— a  copy  of  which  you 
bave  doabtleta  •een^adoptad'by  the  Indiana  soldiora  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
The  zosolntions  were  adopted  as  the  sentiment  of  the  officers  of  the  Twentietb, 
{o4  tO'di^.  will  be  submitrt^  t  o  the  men,  when  the  result  will  be  forwarded  to 
JMiaoa. 

1  kfkn  a^joonimenti  and  before  the  officers  had  retired,  we  <  were  informed  that  our 
^mnilt  John  VanvaULenburg^  at  present  commanding  the  brigade,  had  been  dismissed 
»i9Hi/iee  £Dr  ^'  disloyalty  and  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a  ^eutlemau.''  Had 
asBfiD  esLploded  in  qui  midst  it  would  not  have  produced  more  surprise,  so  entirely  un- 
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expected  was  it>  and  bo  ridioaloiis  did  it  appear,  tbat  we  at  first  were  inollned  t(»  oon- 
sider  it  a  Joke,  bat  it  has  proven  too  oetioi»  for  that.  I  write  to  seoore  ytoi&r  inflnecHM 
to  obtain  an  Investigation  of  tlie  matter,  as  it  has  been  done  so  q[aietly  that  not  a  whis- 
per of  it  reached  us  nntii  the  order  for  dismissal  was  received.  WeM  there  the 
least  gronnd  to  believe  the  charges  trae,  I  wonld  be  the  last  man  to  raise  a  voice  in  his 
favor.  Bat  having  been  in  the  same  r^ment  with  him  for  over  nineteen  months, 
knowing  him  intimately,  seeing  him  rise  step  by  step  from  the  rank  of  captain  to  colonel 
and  brigade  oonmiander.  having  foaght  side  by  side  with  liim,  been  woanded  in  the 
same  fight,  and  lain  in  tne  same  hopsitaly  and  never  having  seen  the  least  sign  from 
him  of  disloyalty  and  nngentlemanly  conduct,  I  cannot  belie vo  the  charges  until  they 
are  openly  and  fairly  proven,  and  ho  has  been  given  a  chance  to  defend  himselfl 

Onr  regiment  was  raised  principally  in  your  and  Mr.  Colfax's  districts— two  com- 
panies from  Foautain  County,  and  one  from  Tippecanoe. 

Colonel  Vaava^nborg  same  oat  as  captain  of  conq>any  A.  Being  an  old  Mexican 
soldier,  by  his  energy  and  efiftciency  he  has  secured  the  full  and  entire  confidence  of  the 
regiment,  and  rises  to  his  present  position.  Do  yon  think,  in  a  regiment  where  eveiy 
man  was  striving  for  promotion,  tnat  bo  wonld  have  been  jiermitted  to  rise  so  rapidly, 
if  the  slightest  suspicion  of  disloyalty  tainted  his  fair  fame  f  Do  you  think  the  officers 
of  the  Twentieth  woald  have  permitted  a  man  who  was  guilty  of  nngentlemanly  con- 
duct to  be  commissioned  their  colonel  and  not  raise  one  single  voice  a^inst  it  f 

One  of  his  first  acts  after  taking  command  was  to  prevent  the  depletion  of  his  regi- 
ment by  unauthorized  disoharses,  which  at  that  time  were  so  numerous,  and  to  arm 
and  equip  seventy-five  men  wuo  bad  been  without  arms  so  long  that  they  had  forgotten 
almost  how  to  use  them. 

Are  such  acts  prompted  by  a  disloyal  heart  ? 

Colonel  VanviJkenbarg  (then  lieutenant  colonel)  was  wounded  in  the  battle  before 
Richmond  ou  June  25,  the  first  in  which  our  regiment  was  engaged.  Being  unfit  for 
service  in  the  field,  he  was  detailed  on  recruiting  service  in  Indiana.  Shortly  after  the 
death  of  Colonel  Brown,  at  Bull  Bun,  he  was  ordered  to  the  regiment,  which  he  com- 
manded at  the  battle  of  Fredericlcsburgh.  He  was  assigned  commaud  of  the  brigade, 
which  he  held  until  the  receipt  of  this  order,  considered  so  unjust  by  his  officers  that 
they  demand  an  investigation  in  which  both  sides  may  be  heard. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Vr.  D.  VATCHEB, 
First  Lieutenant,  T^eeniiefh  Indiana  Volunteenf  and  Assititant  Adfutant  OenenU. 

Hon.  Albbrt  S.  White. 


Hbadquabtbrs  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Third  Corps, 

Camp  PitoheTf  JMruatj  20, 1863. 
Colonel  Vanvalkenburo: 

Dear  Colokbl:  A  rumor  has  reached  me  that  some  person  or  persons  have  at- 
tempted to  undermine  your  character  as  a  soldier,  and  accused  you  of  tbat  most  hid- 
eous of  all  crimes— disloyalty.  Whether  the  rumor  is  true  or  false,  I  cannot  peimifc 
the  opportunitrf  to  pass  and  not  express  my  sentiments  in  regard  to  the  matter.  Hav- 
ing been  associated  with  you  on  many  occasions  since  you  Joined  the  division  in  firont 
of  Riohmwond,  I  have  had  many  opportunities  to  Jud^p  of  your  character,  and  I  do  not 
believe  a  truer  soldier  of  the  Union  exists  in  this  division. 

The  gallant  service  rendered  by  the  regiment  under  ^our  command,  Twentieth  Indi- 
ana, whose  reputation  is  second  to  none,  your  wounds  in  the  service  of  your  country, 
speak  in  louder  tones  than  I  can,  of  your  loyalty  to  our  good  cause.  That  the  execa- 
tive  of  your  State  is  confident  of  your  patriotism,  is  exemplified  by  your  recent  pro- 
motion to  the  colonelcy  of  your  regiment,  in  place  of  the  lamented  Colonel  Brown, 
killed  at  Bull  Run  on  the  2oth  of  August  last.  I  sincerely  hope  the  rumor  is  without 
foundation,  both  for  your  sake  and  that  of  the  noble  regiment  you  command.  Under 
any  circumstances  yoq  may  command  me. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  HOBART  WARD, 

Brigadier  General, 

•  The  general  and  field  officers  present,  of  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Thittl 
Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac^  take  pleasure  in  certifving  that  Colonel  J.  Vanvalken- 
burg,  isle  of  the  Twentieth  Indiana,  has  ever  shown  hiuttelf  a  brave  and  efBoieu^  offi> 
cer,  wo  ^11  knowing  Mb  services,  and  the  services  of  his  command  in  the  field* 

We  als^  vouch  fi>r  nis  loyaltr  to  the  Government  from  a  personal  aoquaintaace  wHh 
his  speechNand  action.  Believing  that  his  own  personal  sacrifice  to  the  cause  in  which 
we  are  engaged  shoald  also  conclusively  prove  bis  devotion  to  the  Constitution  and 
the  count^,  and  also  feeling  a  deep  interest  in  the  maintenance  of  the  character  of 
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* 

our  Aimy,  we  most  unec^mvocally  state  that  Colonel  Yanvalkenbiirg  is  in  eyery  partio- 
Bltf.  both  civil  and  militacy.  qualified  for  the  poaitioii  he  filled. 

J.  H.  HOBABT  WARD, 

Brigadier  General 
£.  WALKER, 
Cehnei  Fowik  Mis8<mri  Volunteers 
PETE  SIDES, 
LktOenamt  C^Umei,  commanding  Fifhf-eewmik  Penneylvania  VeAnnleere, 

JlSHLEY  a  SEIDT. 
CoUmeL  oomman^^  Ninetw^tinth  Penneyhania  Volunteen. 
ERWIN  R.  BELES, 
JAeuUnani  Colonel  Nkiehf-ninth  Penneylvania  Volunteers. 
R.  P.  ALLISON, 
lAeutCMmt  CoiUmd  JJtirtv-eiohth  Begiment  New  Torit, 
AUGUSTINE  FRANK, 
Mqhr  Thirty-eighth  Begiment  New  York. 
NELSON  A.  GESSUER, 
LimOmumt  Colonel  Fortieth  New  York. 
P.  ALLEN  LINDSAY, 

Major  Fortieth  New  TorJc. 
E.  BURT, 
LientetMHt  CoUmd  Third  Misoonri  Volunteers. 


Hraikiuartrrs  Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers, 

Camp  Pitcher,  Virginia,  February  27, 1863. 
8m :  *nie  dismissal  of  Colonel  Vanvalkenharg,  of  this  regiment,  for  <'  disloyalty  " 
sod  ^  conduot  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,"  was  as  anexpected  to  the  reg- 
iment as  that  you  should  uim  traitor.  My  acquaintance  with  him  has  been  intimate 
for  the  past  twenty  months,  and  I  haye  for  the  first  time  to  hear  or  see  anything  in 
Mm  Hiat  tends  to  disloyalty.  On  the  contrary,  I  haye  no  hesitancy  in  saying  I  believe 
be  IS  as  loyal  and  ^ood  a  soldier  as  we  have  in  the  service.  It  must  be  that  there  is 
some  mistake  or  dishonesty  in  some  qnarter,  and  I  ask  as  a  friend  that  you  help  him 
to^  a  hearing,  either  by  court  of  inquiry,  court-martial,  or  in  some  other  way  by 
'Which  he  may  have  a  hemring.  I  think  it  no  more  than  just  that  a  man  have  a  chance 
to  defend  himself. 

Respectfully,  yours,  

JOHN  WHEELER, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Twentieth  Indiana  Begiment. 
Hon.  S.  Coi^AX,  Member  of  Congress, 

Heapquartebs  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Third  Corps, 

Camp  Pitcher,  near  Falmauthf  February  20, 1863, 
Oenebai.  :  We,  the  undersigned,  field  officers  of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division, 
Third  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  having  heard,  with  deep  regret  and  utter  astonish- 
ment, that  Colonel  Vanvalkenborg,  Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers,  commanding  this 
Itrigade,  has  been  dismissed  the  tJulted  States  seryice  for  disloyalty  and  conduct  vnbo- 
coming  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  be^  leayo  to  state  that  in  our  intercourse  with  him 
we  have  had  every  reason  to  believe  him  a  gallant  soldier,  a  firm  patriot,  and  a  perfect 
gentleman.  We  have  served  in  the  same  brigade  with  Colonel  Yanvalkenburg  for  tho 
past  twentv  months,  and  part  of  this  time  have  been  under  him  as  brigade  commander, 
and  never  nave  we,  by  any  word  or  deed  of  his,  seen  cause  to  doubt  his  loyalty. 
We  are,  ffeneraL  very  respectfully, 

^  J.  W.  GREENWALT, 

Major  One  hundred  and  fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers*. 
A.  H.  TIPPIN, 
Colonel  Sixty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

R.  E.  WINSLOW, 
Major  Sixty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
G.  S.  WATKINS, 
Colonel  One  hundred  and  forty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
JOHN  WHEELER, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers. 

A.  A.  Mcknight, 

Colonel  One  hundred,  and  fifth  Bhode  Ishnd  Volmteers^ 
CHAS.  H.  D.  COLLIS, 
Colonel  One  hundred  andfourieenth  Pennsylvania  VolnnXeers, 

JOS.  6.  CHANDLER, 
Major  One  hundred  andfourieenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
W.  S.  KIRKWOOD, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
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HEABQUABTERd  ThHid  BRIGADE,  February  21  y  1965. 
We,  the  undersigned,  officers  of  this  brigade,  understanding  that  Colonel  Van  valken- 
burg  has  been  dismissed  the  service  for  disloyalty  and  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer 
and  a  gentleman,  feel  it  due  to  him  to  say  that  we  have  been  connected  with  him  in. 
the  same  division,  commanded  by  General  Blmoy,  and  formerly  well  known  as  "  Kear- 
ney's Division/'  and  can  bear  testimony  to  his  distinguished  services  as  an  officer  and 
soldier;  that  this  gallant  division  can  boast  of  no  more  daring  or  more  efficient  regi- 
ment than  the  Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers.  Wo  have  never  in  our  intercourse  with 
Colonel  Yanvalkenburg  had  any  reason  to  believe  that  his  conduct  was  not  a  true  index 
of  his  feelings,  and  we  now  urgently  represent  that  Colonel  Vanvalkenburg's  eminent 
qualities  as  a  soldier,  his  distinguished  services  in  the  field,  and  the  wound  he  has  re- 
ceived in  the  service,  bespeak  tor  him  a  patient  hearing  of  his  case. 

S.  B.  HARMAN, 
Colonel  Thirty-ftevcnUh  New  York  Volunteers, 
FRANCIS  S.  LELANE, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  First  Begim^ni  New  York  Volunteers. 
JOSEPH  YEAMANS, 
Major  First  New  York  Volunteers. 
EDWIN  P.  PIERCE, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Third  Maine  Volunteers. 
W.  B.  HOUGHTON, 
Major  Third  Michigan  Volunteet^s. 
GILBERT  RIORDON, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Thirty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers. 
WILLIAM  DE  LACEY, 
Major  ThiHy-seventh  Netc  York  Volunteers. 
JOHN  BUFORD, 
Major  Fifth  Michigan  Volunteers. 
GEO.  W.  WEST, 
Major  Seventeenth  Maine  Volunteers. 
B.  R.  PIERCE, 
Colonel  Third  Michigan  VolunteerB. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Third  Corps, 

Belle  Air,  Ft^uary  20,  1863. 

8iB :  The  dismissal  of  Colonel  Yanvalkenburg,  Twentieth  Indiana,  for  disloyaltv  and 
conduct  unbeoomine  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  has  astonished  this  division.  He  has 
distinguished  himself  as  an  efficient  and  gallant  officer,  and  I  cannot  believe  the  charges 
are  based  on  truth.  I  regard  his  regiment  as  equal  in  discipline,  efficiency,  and  coar* 
age.  to  any  in  the  Army. 

May  I  ask  that  his  case  be  referred  to  the  board  of  revision,  or  a  board  of  inquiry  be 
granted  him  f  I  am  convinced  that  he  will  show  the  charges  against  him  to  be  falae, 
malioions  in  fact ;  utterly  so. 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 
Brigadier  General^  Commanding  Divisio^t. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  JVashhgton,  D.  C. 


Camp  Pttoher,  Virginia, 

February  19,  1863. 

Colonel  \^ohn  Yanvalkenburg,  of  the  Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers,  having  beeu 
dismissed  t^^  service  for  '*  disloyalty  and  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a  ^q tie- 
man,"  withoLjt  tri^  and  without  notice  to  him  of  charges,  now,  therefore,  we,  t£e  offi- 
cers of  the  T^Bi?'^*^®*^  Indiana  Regiment,  hereby  certify  that  we  have  never  seen  any 
J^ot,  norheardlft^y^^P^®®®^*^^  of  Colonel  van valkonbui^,  which  could  le3fl  us  to  believe 
him  disloyal  tot  '^®  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  unfaithful  to  his  duties  as  a 
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lo!^  mnn  and  ffood  soldier  |  also  that  his  conduct  as  an  officer  and  gentleman  has  been 
fiillj  equal  to  the  efflceis  wi^  whom  we  are  acquainted  in  the  service. 

JOHN  WHEELER, 
Lieutenant  CefonelJktentietk  Indiana  Volunimn. 
ORPHEUS  EVART8, 
Swrpeon  Ikpentieih  Indiana  Foiuntemrs. 
J.  W.  HART, 
QuartermoBtet  Tweiiiie^h  Indiana  VbUmleen.  • 
W.  C.  PORTER, 

Chaplain, 
H.  C.  GROVER, 

Assistant  Surge&n, 
CHA8.  A.  BELL, 

Captain  dmf&mi  B»  • 
CHAS.  REESE, 

Captain  Campann  H.  . 
.    TH08.  C.  BROWN,      . 

Captain  Company  K, 
WM.  S.  BABBITT, 

Captain  Compftnw.D* 
HENRY  QUIGLEY, 
First  Lieutenant  Company  G. 
HIRAM  CRAWFORD, 
First  Lieutenant  Company  E, 
WILLIAM  A.  SHERWOOD, 
First  Lieutenant  Company  K. 
W.  D.  HATCHER, 
•  First  Lieutenant  Ompany  D, 

F.  C.  SUTHERLAND, 
First  lAeutenant  Company  F. 
JOHN  PRICE, 
First  lAeutenant  Company  K, 
CHAS.  LINER, 
Second  lAeutenant  Cow^Mmy  D, 
H.  H.  MILLER, 
Second  lAeutenant  Company  F, 
JOHN  C.  BARTHOLOMEW, 
Second  Lieutenant  Company  K, 
LORENZO  D.  CASE, 
Second  Lieutenant.  Commanding  Company  L 
CHAS.  F.  DEIBERT, 
Sergeant^  Commanding  Company  A, 
ROBT.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Second  lAeutenant  Company  O, 

JOSEPH  A.  CLARK, 
.Second  Lieutenant  Comptmy  K, 


[Genenl  Ordart  No.  39.] 

War  Depabtmbnt,  Adjutant  General's  Office, 

February  10, 1883. 
L  Colonel  J.  Vanvalkenber^,  Twentieth  Indiana  Yolonteers,  is,  by  the  order  of  the 
President,  diamiesed  the  service  of  the  United  States,  for  disloyalty  to  the  Government, 
and  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a  gentleman. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

L.  THOMAS. 
A^utant  Oenerdl, 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Third  Corps, 

March  22, 1863. 
Official: 

F.  BIRNEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Extracts  from  newspapers. 

^  offleers  and  soldiers  of  the  Twentieth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  the 
P^ofile^f  this  and  the  adyoining  counties,  well  recollect  with  what  bitter  rancor  Oolouel 
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J.  Yanyalkeuberg  was  paiaaecl  during  the  ii«ie  lie  vat  m  tiM  If^idMa]  aemM^i  c»lcifctl 
of  that  regiment,  and  the  underhanded  and  unBcrupuloos  meaiMi  Uied  hy  hit  peli^ki^ 
enemies  to  secure  his  dishonorable  disoharijrefrom  the  service,  because  be  chose  to  exer- 
cise the  rights  of  a  fireeniaa  and  vote  his  sentiments  at  the  ballot-box.  Justice,  some- 
times slow,  but  always  certain,  has  at  least  fixed  the  brand  of  shame  opon  his  perse- 
coten,  and  revoked  the  foul  order  by  which  they  sought  to*  sully  his  &ir  fame  ob  a 
gentleman  and  a  soldier.  On  Monday  last  the  colonel  received  a  copy  of  the  follow- 
ing Mdar  from  tiie  War  Department : 

ISpedal  Order  No.  tM,  Sztract  4.J 

War  Department,  Adjutant  Qeneral's  OFricB, 

WoHhiKiUm,  April  VCI,  186X 
By  direction  of  the  President,  so  much  of  General  Orders  No.  S9,  series  of  1863,  from 
this  oflke,  as  dismissed  Colonel  John  Vanvalkenberff,  Twentieth  Indiana  VoluuteerB, 
is  hereby  revoked,  and  he  is  honorably  discharged  the  service  as  ^i  the  date  of  said 
ox<ier. 
By  order  of  Uie  Secretory  of  War. 

E.  D.  T0WN8END, 

AwisUiMi  AdhUant  OeneraU 
Ofldal: 

R.  WILLIAMS, 
ABBistant  Adjutant  General. 

Sloi^  and  surely  ISiings  are  righting  themselves.  The  prison-doors  are  being  on- 
barred  to  the  victims  of  arbitrary  arrest.  The  slimy  slanders  of  political  persecutors 
are  being  lifted  from  their  victims,  and  dashed  in  the  faces  of  their  originators,  and 
tiiiie,  the  great  regulator  of  human  events,  ig  setting  all  things  right. 


Executive  Departmbkt, 

Indianapolis,  Marck  9, 1866. 
T«  vaUmm  U  may  cenoem : 

The  bearer  hereof,  John  Vanvalkenberg,  a  loyal  citizen  of  this  State,  wishes  to 
visit  Naahville,  Tennessee,  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  business.  I  respectfiilly  re- 
quest ^at  he  may  be  permitted  to  pass.    Any  favors  shown  him  will  be  appreciatod. 

O.  P.  MORTON, 

Governor  i/  Indiana, 


Peru,  Indiana,  October  8, 1868. 

Dear  Bie  :  Tours  of  ihe  5th  instant,  in  relation  to  Colonel  John  Vanvalkeobergr, 
fomeiiy  of  this  place,  is  this  moment  received.  I  am  very  much  surprised  at  the  dr* 
cular  von  speak  of.  Its  reference  to  me  is  wholly  without  authority.  I  was  a  nei^- 
bor  of  Colonel  Y.  for  several  years.  His  family  and  mine  were  on  intimate  terms,  and. 
I  take  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  their  moral  standing  in  this  city.  Colonel  V. 
was  a  rough  sort  of  a  man  in  his  lan^age,  as  he  doubtless  yet  is,  but  I  never  heard  of 
his  having  been  a  Jail-bird,  or  anything  of  that  kind,  and  am  satisfied  that  any  state- 
menta  to  that  effect  are  slanderous  and  untrue.  Colonel  Y.  early  in  the  war  took  out 
a  company  in  the  Twentieth  Indiana  Regiment,  was  afterward  promoted  to  the  ranlc 
of  colonel.  He  was  afterward  dismissed  the  service,  rumor  said  for  disloyalty,  but  I 
think  after  the  close  of  the  war  he  got  an  honorable  discharge.  This  is  the  worst  I 
ever  be^  against  him.  Many  of  us  disliked  his  politios,  but  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  as  a  citizen  and  a  man  he  came  up  to  the  general  standard  of  Indiana  demo* 
crats.  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  anything  derogatory  to  Colonel  Y.  that  yon  woald 
not  ihid  out  in  a  very  short  acquaintance.  He  has  a  most  estimable  flEunily. 
Tours, 

H.  J.  SHIRK. 

F.  It  Taylor,  Esq.,  SuntnUle,  Alabama, 

P.  8.— Will  you  be  Idnd  enough  to  send  me  a  copy  of  |he  oiroolar  yon  refer  tof 


Montgomery,  October  8, 1868. 
8ir :  Tours  without  date  is  Just  received.    I  am  as  ignorant  of  the  anlbori^  of 
the  ekcular  as  you  are ;  and  I  will  say  further  that  I  utterly  condemn  all  such  pcao- 
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tieefk^wne  £ttv  wh«b  Miuoe  tbej^  Maj.    The  republican  party  is  not  a  party  of  vitu- 
pecMioa  or  defamation. 

Tours,  Yery  remeotfdllyi 

THOa  O.  GLASCOCK, 
Clurirman  SxeciUim  Cgmmiiim. 


Fbbxj,  Induva,  Navmbir  7, 1866. 
John  Vanvalkenbecg,  eaq^  the  bearer  of  thie  letter,  hai»  lor  the  past  eishte«i  years, 
lived  in  this  eity ;  is  bow  about  dianging  his  residence  to  HuntsTille  iUabama.  Mr. 
V.  ii  a  high-toned,  honorable  gentleman,  a  good  neighbor,  good  citisen,  and  kind- 
beaited  man.  We  cordially  reeoBuneod  him  to  oor  sonthem  brethren,  and  assure  them 
Uttt  in  Mr.  V.  they  hams  a  trae  and  watfinehhtg  friend. 
Ve^y  fcwae^fuUy, 

H.  DUTTON, 
JHO.  A.  GRAHAM. 
R.  R.  DONALDSON. 
N.  O.  ROSE. 
R.  P.  EFFINGER. 
JAMES  Q.  MILLER. 

I  most  heartily  concur  in  all  that  is  here  said  in  behalf  of  Colonel  Vanvalkenberg. 
He  is  a  reliable  and  upright  man.    I  have  known  him  long,  and  highly  esteem  htai. 

D.  W.  VOORHEBS. 

I  am  personally  acquainted  with  Colonel  Yanyalkenberg,  and  esteem  him  a  worthy, 
osn/and  will  always  be  gratified  to  hear  oft  his  prosperity. 

.       T.  A.  HENDRICKS, 
United  States  Senator  of  Indiofui, 

1  concur  fully  with  Mr.  Hendricks.  Colonel  V.  is  worthy,  deserving  success,  and,  I 
tragi,  will  obtain  it. 

GRAHAM  M.  FITC«, 

ex^nator  of  Indiana. 

Wie  have  many  other  emally  emphatie  testimonials  in  our  possession  Ar<im  a  lar^e 
noioher  of  gentlemen  distingaished  in  oivii  and  military  life ;  but  we  have  no  space  to. 
pubhsh  them^  nor  do  we  deem  it  at  all  necessary. 

Coional  V.  has  honorable  and  flatterine  testimonials  fh>m  the  ancient  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  of  which  society  he  has  been  a  diBtinguished  member  since  1852.  We  are  sure 
be  snd  his  family  will  sherish  all  these  appreciative  and  complimentary  papers,  and 
proudly  ti^ansnrit  them  as  an  honorable  inheritance  to  their  children. 

Ihey  are  too  valuable  to  be  lost  and  too  sacred  to  be  soiled  bv  the  foul  breath  ot 
Biandsr.  We  can  assure  him  that  he  has  not  been  at  all  injured,  but  rather  benefited, 
^tids  araeraiiMi  of  his  enemies.  Doubtless  his  modest  worth  would  not  have  been  so 
gonndly  Imowm  but  for  this  dastardly  attack  upon  his  character.  There  is  a  moral  in 
^  Aia  We  cannot  oonclnde  this  publication  without  expressing  our  utter  scorn  and 
coBtempt  not  only  for  this  cowardly  slauder,  but  for  the  slanders  of  the  negro  radical 
pttty  in  Mteral. 

Since  the  snrrender,  that  party  has  used  but  one  efficient  weapon  in  the  South,  and 
that  Is  wholesale,  unjustified,  unmitigated,  slimy  slander  in  reference  to  the  men  and 
OMiivea  and  measures  of  this  section :  '*  They  lie,  and  lie  freely."  Let  a  man,  a  com- 
QnffiHy,  aState  held  to  democratic  constitutional  principles,  and  there  is  no  lie  too  vile 
and  aowaidly  for  their  wicked  and  miserable  purposes. 

Ooteari  ▼•  has  emphatically  answered  and  exi>o8ed  the  one  in  reference  to  hiiuself. 
Who  win  h«  next  attacked  f  The  other  day  a  whole  mail-bag  of  poisoned  i)amphlets 
vess deposited  for  circulation  with  a  carpet-bag  official  in  this  eity,  filled  with  basest 
and  blackest  lies  against  the  most  respectable  gentlemen  in  this  State  and  section. 
These  publications  are  secret  and  anonymous,  and  nobo<1y  can  be  found  responsible  for 
tbem.  But  they  are  all  published  in  the  interest  of  radicalism  and  claim  upon  their  face 
to  be  ^  by  aatboiity."  it  is  a  crying  shame.  It  is  intolerable  and  must  not  be  tol- 
erated. 

The  radical  aesastrias  who  do  this  dietardly  work  ou^ht  to  be  treated  as  assassins 
whenever  they  are  discovered.  They  should  be  draggea  from  their  secret  lairs  and 
brought  to  the  bar  of  justice.  It  is  the  duty  of  decent  people  to  protect  themselves 
from  the  persistaat  and  cowardly  perseoutioi^ 
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Huicravxtus,  Alabama,  0<Mer  13/ 1871. 

CHARACTER  OF  REV.  A.  S.  LAKIN. 

The  Chairman.  I  desire  to  lay  before  the  committeo  certain  letters  which  I  have 
received  to-day  in  response  to  an  inquiry  which  I  sent  from  this  place  relative  to  tiie 
character  and  standing  of  the  Rev.  A.  S.  Laklli  in  the  commumty  in  which  he  lived 
before  he  came  to  Alabama.  The  first  letter  I  submit  to  the  committee  is  from  the 
Bev.  Mr.  G^llam,  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Logansport,  Indiana.  I 
am  acquainted  with  Mr.  Gillam,  and  know  him  to  be  a  very  respeotj^le  gentlcnan. 
Logansport  is  also  the  place  of  my  residence,  and  is  eighteen  miles  from  Peru,  Indiana, 
where  Mr.  Lakin  formerly  lived.    On  the  back 

Mr.  Blair.  I  will  interpose  an  objection  to  the  reading  off  that  letter,  or  its  use  as 
evidence,  because  the  man  himself  who  wrote  it  can  be  reached  and  brought  before  the 
committee ;  and  it  has  been  abjudicated  in  the  general  committee  that  a  paperof  the 
kind  cannot  be  introduced  where  we  have  no  opportunity  of  cross-examining  the 
writer,  and  I  submit  thttt  it  is  not  evidence.    The  witness  should  be  called  himself. 

The  Chairman.  That  objection  will  eo  upon  the  record. 

Indorsed  upon  the  back  of  Mr.  Gillam's  letter  are  certain  certificates,  one  from  Mr.  A. 
M.  Gibson,  whose  handwriting  I  am  acquainted  with,  a  gentleman  of  good  stancUng 
Anotitier  from  W.  A.  Black,  a  highly  respectable  Methodist  c^entleman  living  in  Logans^ 
port,  with  whom  I  am  well  acquainted.  Another  is  signed  by  J.  W.  McCaughey,  an  old 
gentleman  of  high  standing  in  LogansxK)rt.  There  is  another  ftt>m  8.  B.  Richardson,  a 
citizen  of  excellent  character  in  Logansport,  and  likewise  a  Methodist. 

The  next  letter  I  desire  to  lay  before  tne  committee  is  firom  the  Bon.  Jadies  N.Tyner, 
a  member  of  Congress  from  the  eighth  congressional  district  of  Indiana.  He  was 
elected  as  my  successor  when  I  was  transferred  to  the  Senate.  He  lives  at  Pern, 
Indiana,  and  is  a  gentleman  of  high  respectability  and  character. 

The  next  letter  that  I  desire  to  lay  before  the  committee  is  dated  Pern,  Indiana, 
October  9, 1871,  addressed  to  me  and  signed  by  several  gentlemen  who  live  in  Pern  and 
its  vicinity.  Among  them  is  Mr.  Tyn^,  also  James  M.  Brown,  a  lawyer  of  good  stand- 
ing, for  a  long  time  oneof  the  editors  of  the  Peru  Republican  ;  Jonas  Hoover,  who  was 
formerly,  I  believe, sheriff  (^  that  county;  W.  H.  Deniston,  a  name  that  I  am  familiar 
with.  He  is  a  merchant  there,  I  believe.  Also,  Charles  Spencer,  who  is  a  business 
man  in  good  standing)  whom  I  have  known  twenty-five  years ;  D.  R.  Bearss,  one  of  the 
wealthiest  men  in  Miami  County,  living  in  the  edge  of  Peru.  He  has  been  State  sen- 
ator. Anotlier  signer  is  G.  J.  Reed,  who  is  the  editor  of  the  Peru  Bepablioan,  the  only 
republican  pt^er  published  I  believe  in  the  county,  a  very  respectable  gentleman. 
Another  signer  is  J.  Colclazer,  who  I  think  is  pastor  of  the  Methodist  church  at  Pern. 
He  was  formerly  pastor  of  that  church  at  Logansport.  I  have  known  him  fiir  m  great 
many  years.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  good  standing.  Anothei  is  Dr.  G.  JEL  Qnick^  a 
physician  of  high  character,  very  respectable,  living  at  New  Waverly,  a  few  miles  below 
Peru. 

Mr.  Blair.  My  objection,  which  I  wi^  to  be  noted^  to  the  reception  of  any  of  these 
letters  or  certificates,  is  that  the  parties  are  all  within  reach  of  the  subpcsna  of  tho 
committee,  and  not  being  produced  in  person  we  have  no  means  of  cross-examining; 
them  and  testinj^  their  knowledge  and  truthfulness  by  asking  them  in  respect  to  other 
matters  about  this  man  Lakin. 

Mr.  Rice.  I  should  suppo9e  these  certificates  were  as  good  as  those  yon  offored  con- 
cerning Mr.  Yanvalkenburg. 

Mr.  Slair.  The  character  of  that  gentleman  is  not  assailed. 

Mr.  Rice.  Mr.  Lakin  is  assailed. 

Mr.  Blair.  Similar  papers  were  produced  before  the  committee  when  takins  testi- 
mony in  Washington,  whereupon  I  made  the  objection,  and  they  were  excluded,  mon 
the  ground  that  tnere  was  no  opportunity  given  to  cross-examine  the  witnetsea,  wfaiek  is 
one  of  the  tests  of  truth,  as  every  one  who  practices  law  very  well  knows. 

The  Chairman.  A  great  part  of  the  testimony  submitted  by  your  own  wiUieMoa 
generally  has  been  purely  hearsay. 

Mr.  Blair.  I  know  that,  and  I  know  also  that  the  minority  of  the  committea  m- 
fused  to  exclude  that  sort  of  testimony,  but  availed  themselves  of  it,  and  ef  course 
could  not  refuse  it  to  the  other  portion  of  the  committee  after  taking  the  benefit 
of  it  themselves ;  but  in  a  case  exactly  similar  to  this  they  refused  to  admit  such  Ustters 
as  evidence.    I  make  the  objection.    I  do  not  expect  it  t0  prevaiL  * 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  wish  a  vote  taken  t 

Mr.  Blair.  I  do,  and  I  want  the  ayes  and  noes. 

The  Chairman.  After  the  explanation  I  have  made  as  to  the  manner  in  which  thecio 
communications  came  to  be  addressed  to  me,  and  the  character  of  the  men  who  haye 
signed  them,  the  proposition  is  now  submitted  to  you  whether  they  shall  ^  upon<>ux 
minutes  as  part  of  the  evidence  Digitized  by  GoOg IC 
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Tto  qQCBfeimi  beine*  upon  the  admissiMi  6f  the  aboye-mentioned  papers,  the  ayes  aad 
noes  were  taken,  and  resulted : 
Ayes— Messrs.  Buckley,  Rice,  and  the  efasimiaii. 
Noes— Mr.  Blair. 

^  tike  papers  were  ordered  to  be  inserted  in  the  testimony. 
The  dooHBMiitB  referred  to  are  as  follows : 

LooANfiPORT,  Indiana,  October  10, 1871. 

Uma.  Bib  :  Your  letter  of  inquiry  came  to  hand  yesterday,  and  I  hasten  at  once  to 
coUeet  the  flM^te  in  the  case  and  forwaid  ^em  to  you. 

Several  of  the  leading  members  of  my  ohmoh,  as  W.  A.  Black,  J.  W.  McCaughey,  A. 
M.  Gibson,  S.  B.  Richaidson,  and  others,  are  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Lakin,  and  say 
that  he  left  here  with  a  character  unimpeachable.  A  report  followed  him  here  from 
▼here  he  came  from  to  the  effect  that  he  had  seduced  a  young  lady ;  but  the  whole 
matter  was  settled ;  he  was  found  innocent  and  acquitted,  though  there  never  were  any 
foimal  ehargea  preferred  against  him,  that  I  can  find  out,  only  rumor  aod  report,  and 
this  aU  gaye  way.  He  was  neyer  suspended  by  his  own  conference  in  the  East,  so  far 
as  1  can  ascertain,  and  he  neyer  Joined  this  conference ;  but  one  of  our  bishops  trans- 
f(irrcd  him  to  Alabama,  as  we  underst>and  it  here,  which  is  eyidence  that  he  wa^  not 
Bomended,  and  also  that  he  was  in  good  standing  in  confereu^,  for  a  bishop  would  not 
and  oould  not  teansfer  him  while  he  was  nnder  oensnre. 

TlkB  My  Defeired  to  has  sinoe  died,  and  on  her  death-bed  entirely  acquitted  him, 
declaring  the  report  was  without  foundation.  As  Mr.  Lakin  lived  at  Peru,  Mr.  Gibson 
went  up  there  to  ascertain  all  the  facts  in  the  case.  They  say  there  that  no  man  iu 
Peru  stiuids  higher  and  fairer  than  Mr.  Lakin.  They  say  the  report  referred  to  had 
BO  foundation  in  truth.  He  was  pastor  of  one  of  the  charges  m  Peru  part  of  the 
tMie.  while  ha  liyed  titiere.  He  also  preached  in  Logaosport  several  times;  staid  with 
W.  A.  Black  several  nights ;  Black  says  he  is  a  first-class  man.  A.  M.  Gibson  was  in 
bttfilDess  with  him  for  some  time ;  he  is  writing  a  letter  to  yon  and  will  furnish  some 
adfUftieaid  pacCicnlMs. 

N.  aiLLAM, 
Pastor  M.  E,  Ckurck,  Logtmtportf  In^ana. 

Ebm.  D.  D.  Pratt. 

[Indoned  on  the  back.] 

We,  the  undersigned,  certify  that  the  statements  in  the  within  letter  are  true  to  the 
best  of  our  knowledge. 

A.  M.  GIBSON. 

All  of  the  fbl^going  is  correct  and  tme  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  A.  S.  Lakin,  and  when  I  say 
tliak  he  aaataiiiea  a  ehasaeter  that  Iras  unimpeachable,  I  say  but  the  bare  truth. 

W.  A.  BLACK. 

A.  LaUn  i»  Uke  the  gold  tried  in  the  fire  and  not  found  wanting. 

J.  W.  McCAUGHEY. 

No  man  could  be  jnare  cliaate  than  Mr.  Lakin  while  here. 

S.  B.  RICHARDSON. 


Peru,  Indiana,  October  9, 1871. 
Dkar  Sir  :  During  the  time  Rev*  A.  S.  Lakin  lived  here  I  did  not  hear  a  whisper 
against  hia  character,  except  from  democrats,  who  didn't  like  his  extreme  radicalism. 
He  stood  weU  in  the  chnrch,  and  was  for  a  long  time  an  acceptable  pastor  of  the  lead- 
iag  MalJbodiat  Epiactopal  ^hnreh  in  the  oity.  No  man,  so  far  as  I  know,  questioned  his 
veradty.  and  an  attempt  to  discredit  kxs  testimony  before  a  court  would  have  been  an 
otter  fittlare. 

Tenrs,  truly, 

JA8.  N.  TYNER, 
Hoo-  D.  D.  Pratt, 

HunttvUle,  AlabamiL 

Peru,  Indiana,  October  9, 1871. 
HobL  D.  D.  Pratt,  United  States  Senate : 

l^v.  A.  8.  Lakin,  now  of  Alabamh,  came  to  this  place  about  1859,  and  remained  here, 
except  during  his  absence  in  the  United  States  military  service,  until  lii65  or  1866. 
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During  hi*  resid^noe  bete,  m  period  of  eix  or  MfTon  years,  hit  oonteet  was  inapMaeb- 
able  aM  his  obaraotergooid.    He  was  an  acceptable  pastor  of  uae  of  tbe  obnNbaa  iMM^ 
and  was  considered  an  npright^  Christian  gentleman. 
YonrS;  tmly, 

Cha&  fi^ncxB.  JkML  IL  BavwM. 

D.  B.  Bbarss,  J.  T.  Bauoo. 

G.  J.  Rbsd.  JoKAfl  Boormm, 

J.  COLCLAZSR.  J.  U.  liAim. 

J.  A.  FoBGT,  (Now  Wftvctly.)  W.  H.  Dmnmm. 
C.  R.  QmoK.  iLfliiloOuaiiiii. 

Jab.  N.  Ttmbb. 


HuNT10VILU^  ATi4miifi,  aoMw  Bi^  i83X 
JOSEPH  GILXi  (colored)  sworn  and  csLamined. 

By  theCHAiRMiJ^: 

Question,  Where  do  yon  live  f 

Answer.  My  home  is  in  Arkansas.  I  was  m  here  last  Wedacaday  waak  aad  alaHiid 
home,  and  Mr.  Warwkk  stopped  me  and  saia  I  bad  to  ap)pear  bete;  then  Mr.  QMen 
came  to  me. 

QmeiUom.  What  is  your  age  f 

Answer.  I'ifty-one  on  the  lOthof  Maosb. 

QnesUoH.  Have  yon  been  whipped  by  tbeKo-Klax  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  two  hundred  lashes^  and  shot  at  two  times.  Tbaak  God^tb^dMbkH; 
bit  me. 

QitesUon.  When  was  that  f 

Answer.  In  1868.  They  broke  me  np  and  made  me  leave  my  heoMi  Th^  wops  bemd 
to  kill  me,  and  I  went  to  Arkansas. 

Question.  Where  were  yon  whipped  f 

Answer.  On  Briar  Forks,  Madison  Coonty. 

Question.  How  many  men  camef 

Answer.  Abont  twenty  or  twenty-flve. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir ;  horses  and  all. 

Question.  What  time  of  night  was  it  T 

Answer.  About  12  o'clock  at  night. 

Question.  How  many  lashes  did  tbsy  adminislcr  to  yon  t 

Answer.  There  were  throe  of  them  whipped  me  with  a  doable  strap,  aad  whm.  ihe^ 
bit  me  a  bnadred  they  felt  of  me  and  saia  **  Get  ap.'' 

Question.  What  was  your  offense  for  which  they  whipped  yoo  f 

Answer.  They  said  I  font  the  white  men.  They  eame  te  take  mj  bswe,  b«t  I  kept 
them  off  of  my  horse.  That  was  Tuesday  evening,  and  Saturday  night  about  mid&igbt 
they  came. 

Question.  What  did  they  mean  by  your  having  fooi^  wbite  msd  f 

Answer.  Because  I  wouldn't  let  them  take  my  horse. 

Question.  Had  disguised  men  come  to  take  your  horse  f 

Ansu}er.  No,  sir;  they  were  not  disguised. 

Question.  On  what  ground  did  they  claim  your  horse  f 

Answer.  They  said  they  wanted  him  for  a  charger  to  ride  to  hell.  I  tell  it  te  yoa 
Just  like  tbey  repeated  it  to  me. 

Question.  Were  you  ever  whipped  at  any  other  time  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  When  were  you  shot  f 

Answer.  They  never  shot  me,  but  at  me,  about  »  montii  after  tiiat.  I  was  IrrlM  te 
keep  them  from  me.    I  thank  God  they  didn't  bit  me. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qumtkm.  Was  it  in  the  day-time  f 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  at  night. 

^Question.  How  many  were  there  f 

Answer.  There  was  four  of  them. 

Question.  You  say  they  were  after  year  horse  then  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir,  and  swore  they  meant  to  have  bim.    I  bad  two  of  tiiem. 

Question.  What  did  they  want  him  for  f 

Answer.  They  said  they  wanted  bim  for  a  cbaiger  to  ride  to  h^   He  wjM  a  in{|^ 

"ciSSST  To  ride  bim  in  disguise f  °  ^'^'^'^  '^  GoOglC 
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r.  Tft  n^  h^m  to  hell.    fb»y  said  tiray  came  fnm  hell,  and  wanted  to  ride 

kmk  %9  helL     They  said  they  had  cooriers  come  from  hell  nine  times  a  day,  and  they 

wanted  that  hone  to  toat  them. 
Quertiom,  Did  they  erer  visit  yonr  honse  at  any  other  time  f 
iwmr.  Tee,  sir ;  a  hundred  and  fifty  and  two  hundred  at  a  time, 
gsnlfow.  In  what  yeart 

JflMMTi  Is  IMS  and  1869. 

QuttittL  What  was  the  object  of  tiieir  vifllting  your  house  at  these  tfanes  f 

Amwar.  After  sons  and  money. 

CsiitiiSb  Did  &ey  search  yonr  house  for  i^nnsf 

Ammar.  O,  titoy  busted  my  tmsk  all  to  pieces.  , 

QuetHon,  Did  they  find  any  arms  t 

Antmr,  No,  sir. 

Quertkm,  The^  wanted  money  also  f  i 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir. 

QmiHom,  Did  tbey  find  any  moneyf 

An$wer,  No,  sir ;  we  kept  that  out  of  the  way. 

QuetUon.  Dia  they  do  you  any  harm  ? 

Afuwer.  No,  sir;  nothing  more  than  whipping  me.  That  was  the  biggest  harm  they 
lid. 

%»mthn.  They  whipped  tou  once  f 

Amwen  Only  onee,  oat  shot  at  me  alter  that.    I  know  the  men  who  done  that. 

Qmtiion,  Are  they  living  there  yet  f 

Atuwer.  Thev  were  living  up  here.    Toung  Parks  Tewnsend  and  Maoion  Burkes. 

Quetftion,  Did  they  order  yon  to  leave  the  country  at  any  time  f 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  told  me  if  I  didn't  leave  they  would  ti&e  my  lift.  When  the 
woods  ffot  ipraen  they  would  get  my  horse  and  all. 

9«e»ttoa.  YOU  left  because  of  this  threat  f 

Aimoer.  Yes,  sir;  and  went  to  Arkansas. 

QmtHotL  How  long  did  you  stay  f 

Antwer.  I  made  two  crops  in  Arkansas  with  this  one. 

(iuesHon.  When  did  yon  come  back  T 

An$wer.  It  has  been  six  weeks  ago.  I  came  back  to  collect  some  money  fbr  this 
proper^  I  had  sold  out. 

QuaUon,  Do  you  know  of  any  other  colored  men  in  that  part  of  the  eounty  who 
were  visited  by  the  Ku-Klux  t 

Antwer.  No,  sir;  I  don't. 

QuetHon*  Were  there  many  colored  men  living  at  Brier  Fork  f 

Anewer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  a  good  many. 

Queflion.  Do  you  know  any  of  them  whose  houses  were  visited  to  see  if  they  had 

iiMtrer.  Yes,  sir.  On  Mr.  Walker's  pkataMon  I  moImii  at  least  tfaix^  hauass.  Tlisy 
are  in  town  now,  living  here. 

^Kertkm.  Did  they  have  guns  f 

Mumr.  Yes,  sir. 

QMetHan.  Did  the  Ku-Klux  take  them  away  from  tbomf 

Amwer.  Yea,  sir,.giiA8  and  yifMs. 

QueeHan.  Did  the  Ku-Klnx  whip  any  of  them  T 

Antwer.  No,  sir ;  they  beat  one  of  the  men  over  the  head  with  a  pistoL 

QfuttUm.  What  was  their  oliject  in  gatheiing  op  all  the  guns  f 

Antwer.  I  don't  know. 

Qmtkiu*  What  becmae  of  the  guns! 

Antwer.  Those  that  were  not  of  much  account  they  Just  broke  thsan  arosttd  the 
stomps  and  trees,  and  good  ones  they  took  ofl;. 

QuitUon.  You  say  these  men  were  all  in  disguise  f 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir,  horses  and  all. 

QumHm.  Can  vou  describe  the  disguisest 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir. 

QneiUon.  You  may  da  it. 

^wwer.  They  had  gowns  on  just  like  your  overcoat,  that  came  down  to  the  toes,  and 


would  be  red  and  some  black,  like  a  lady's  dtess,  only  open  before.  The  hats 
were  made  of  pi^r,  and  about  eighteen  inches  long,  and  at  the  top  about  as  tlnek  ae 
yoQT  ankle;  and  down  around  the  eyes  it  was  bound  aiound  like  horsoKKivers,  and  dn 
the  BMOth  there  was  hair  of  some  description,  I  don't  know  what.  It  looked  like  a 
.mnstache,  coming  down  to  the  breast,  and  you  ooukUt't  see  none  of  the  £Me,  nor  noth- 
^g?  you  couldn't  see  a  thing  of  them.  * 

Q^mkim.  Did  they  have  horns  ? 

jfatfrer.  Some  of  them  had  horns  about  as  long  as  my  finger,  and  made  Maok. 

Qwtkon.  Who  did  these  men  say  Uey  were!  Pigiti,3^  by  GoOglc 
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Answer,  Tb^  sftid  tb^  came  isom  bell ;  tbat  tbey  died  at  Sbiiok  figlit  and  JBoIl 
Run. 

Qtiestion,  What  did  they  come  here  for  T 

Atisuser.  They  said  they  came  back  to  give  every  roan  bis  rights; 

Question,  Did  they  have  auythinft  to  say  about  radioals  t  • 

Anstcer,  They  throwe<l  np  tne  radical  party  to  us  a  great  deal ;  tbat  we  weio  daaoad 
radicals,  and  men  that  were  in  the  Army  they  said  were  damned  Yaulsees,  aod  £mHs^t 
against  them,  luid  they  wanted  to  give  tbem  justice. 

Question,  Did  they  say  anything  about  the  negroes  voting  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  said  that  if  tbey  come  here  to  HnntavUle,  wbait  tbey  would 
do.  They  just  rode  plamly,  like  yon  are,  and  said  tbat  if  tbey  came  and  votea  against 
them  what  would  oecome  of  them ;  that  they  shouldn't  live  on  the  laoda^  tiiey 
would  drive  them  away,  and  this,  that,  and  the  other,  and  tbey  might  go  to  the  Yan- 
kees. 

Question,  What  did  they  say  of  the  Yankees  t 

Answer,  They  didn't  have  much  to  say  about  tbem. 

Question.  Did  they  have  anything  to  say  about  carpet-baggers  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What? 

Answer,  They  said  these  damned  carpet-baggers  were  going  through  the  coaQtry 
fooling  us  all. 

Question,  Did  tbey  sav  tbey  were  determined  you  colored  should  not  vote  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  thousand  times:  but  we  would  override  tbat.  A  great  many 
voted,  and  a  great  many  feaxed  to  ana  didn't. 

Question.  In  what  part  of  Arkaosas  have  you  been  living  f 

Answer,  Phillips  County. 

Question.  Is  it  very  peaceable  there  T 

Answer.  Just  as  quiet  as  a  lamb,  sir/ 

By  Mr,  Bucklbt  : 
Question,  Did  yon  serve  in  the  Union  Army  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  was  with  tbem.  I  traveled  witb  tbem  but  was  not  m  soldier*  or 
anything  of  the  kind.    I  went  around  with  tbem,  and  waited  on  tbem  for  protectipn. 

By  Mr.  Rick  : 
QueeUon.  Were  you  a  dave  befbre  the  war  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
Question,  In  this  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  in  Madison  County.  No:  I  am  too  fbst.  In  Morgan  County,  but 
all  in  this  State.    The  river  divided  them— tne  Tennessee  River. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  Ib  what  year  wa«  it  that  you  were  whipped  on  Brier  Pork  t 

Answer.  Eighteen  hundred  and  sixl^-eight. 

Question,  Were  the  men  disguised  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  were  their  nameaf 

Answer,  O,  you  are  too  bard  for  me,  sir.  I  can't  tell  that  I  oooldn't  me  thefr  faee» 
to  tell  who  they  were. 

Questiiom,  How  many  of  them  were  there  f 

Answer,  I  think  there  waa  twenty  or  tweoty-five  that  Whipped  Bie. 

QuMfion,  YoQ  say  you  were  sboi  atf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  five  times ;  but,  thank  God,  they  didnt  liit  me.    They  hit  my  dor. 

QuMtiUm,  When  waathatf  ^  ^ 

Answer.  About  a  month  afterward. 

Quss^on,  Who  else  did  yon  say  shot  at  you  f 

Answer,  Mr.  Parks  Townsend  and  Marion  Burkes. 

Question,  Were  tbey  disguised  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  they  were,  horses  and  all. 

Qweslion,  How  did  you  reoognize  them  f    How  did  yon  know  them  f 

Answer,  When  they  were  sbootioff  at  me  I  knew  them  by  their  fiiees:  they  tlit«w 
the  oloHis  up  from  their  fiaoee,  and  then  I  knew  vbe4r  voices.  I  lived  witn  Mr.  Town- 
send  l>eing  near  twelve  months,  and  tbat  was  the  next  year. 

Question,  Where  does  Mr.  Townsend  livef 

Answer  He  lives  out  at  what  is  called  McDavid's  old  mill,  about  two  miles  fttym  tfa« 
line  of  Tennessee  and  this  county,  on  the  FayetteviJle  road. 

Question,  Marion  Burke,  whore  does  be  live  f 

Answer.  He  was  living  there,  himself  and  his  father.    His  father  was  a  blaokaniHili. 

Question,  Are  both  of  theae  m«n  in  this  county  now  f  t 

Answer,  I  don't  know.    I  have  been  gone  away  from  here  you  •ee.30QlC 

Question.  Were  there  any  others  with  tbem  at  the  time  f 
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^NMifr.  Ther^  was  anotiber  gentleman  with  them,  btit  I  didn't  know  who  he  was. 
He  staid  back  in  the  dark. 

QwrntUm,  Was  it  at  night  T 

Antwer,  Yes,  sir ;  aboit  midmgfat  Satnrds^  night.  They  got  some  fbnr  or  five  gons 
that  nighty  and  broke  two  or  throe,  and  carried  olf  a  donble-barreled  ^un  belonging  to 
TemA^erson ;  and  they  told  Mr.  Walker's  people  that  I  was  shot  and  in  the  b^,  bat, 
tfasak  God,  they  didn't  hit  me ;  that's  one  blessing.  I  saved  that  shot,  bnt  they  hit 
my  dog.  I  was  very  thankfhl  that  they  didn't  hit  me.  They  tdd  at  Mr.  Walker's  that 
1  was  shot— the  colored  population  did. 

QKSIkm.  What  Mr.  WMkerf 

jkmMT.  Mr.  Pope  Walkei^-the  colored  men  living  on  his  plantation.  He  is  a  law- 
yer; and  lives  in  town  here. 


HuNTSVELLE,  ALABAMA,  October  12, 1871, 
WILLIAM  RICHARDSON  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  Mr.  Richardson  was  called  as  a  witness  at  the  request  of  the 
minority  of  the  committee,  his  examination  may  bo  conducted  by  you,'  GeUerml  Blair. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  State  how  long  yon  have  lived  in  Alabama,  Mr.  Richardson. 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  was  bora  and  reared  in  this  State,  in  the  a^oining  county  of  Lime- 
•tone. 

(iuestiou.  How  old  are  yon  now  f 

Answer.  I  am  thirty-two  years  old. 

Question.  What  is  your  present  oocupation  f 

Answer.  I  am  a  lawyer. 

Question.  What  county  do  you  practice  in  f 

Answer.  The  county  of  Madison. 

Qneetioiu  Were' you  in  the  arm^  during  the  war  f 

Answer.  I  was,  sir ;  in  the  oonlederate  armjr. 

QneatioH.  State,  if  you  please,  whether,  prior  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  you 
took  any  side  in  the  controversy. 

Answer.  I  had  Just  graduated  at  college  about  the  time  that  the  excitement  broke  out 
relative  to  the  war.  I  came  back  home^  and  was  then  quite  a  young  man.  I  did  take 
quite  an  active  part  at  that  day  and  tmie,  and  indorsed  and  adapted  the  prevailing 
Union  sentiments  of  North  Alabama.  That  was  the  guiding  influence  of  my  life,  ana 
aa  lueh  a  yonng  man,  full  of  all  that  impetus  and  impulse  that  young  men  had  at  that 
time,  1  heartily  indorsed  what  was  oaUed  the  co-operation,  or  Union  view  of  the  mat- 
ter. I  was  very  much  opposed  to  the  secession  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  did  not 
•prove  the  plan  by  which  it  was  done.  I  thought  it  would  be  voted  down  if  sub- 
mitted to  the  people;  looked  upon  the  manner  in  which  it  was  conducted  as  a 
great  wrong  upon  the  rights  of  the  people  of  this  State,  and  I  so  considared  the 
vote  on  the  ordinance  of  seoession.  After  the  State  seceded  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  bitterness  in  my  county  of  Limestone  upon  the  question  of  the  policy  of  secession. 
I  was  among  those  who  were  advocates  oi  co-operation  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
ietMuaoDu  I  was  vety  young,  and  knew  but  little  about  poHtics,  but  I  imbibed  the 
principles  and  views  of  my  £ther  upon  that  subject,  and  doubtless  was  a  great  deal  less 
prodeat  on  the  subject  than  he  was*  I  remember  distinctly,  aa  an  evidence  of  my  own 
participation  in  the  matter^  to  have  made  a  Union  speech,  sir. 

QumUan,  On  what  occasion  f 

Answer.  On  the  2Sd  of  February,  on  Wadiington's  birthday.  TheState  of  Alabama,  I 
think,  seceded  on  the  11th  of  January.  I  made  that  speech  on  tbe  22d  of  February, 
Waibiiigton's  birthday,  at  the  instance  of  a  good  many  men  in  the  community,  who 
entertained  the  same  sentiments  and  view^that  I  did,  while  there  were  a  great  many 
^ho  were  opposed  to^those  views.  I  did  it  rather  as  a  mouthpiece  of  that  sentiment 
thera.  I  was  quite  a  young  man,  as  I  stated  before,  but  possessed  of  all  the  aiidor  and 
impetus  that  young  men  had  at  that  time,  and  I  dared  to  make  it*  I  made  it  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Athens.    I  have  got  that  speech  yet,  sir. 

Question.  Was  the  prevailing  sentiment  in  your  county,  or  county  town,  in  &vor  oi 
thsUmont 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  decidedly  so. 

Question.  At  that  timet 

Answer.  At  that  time  decidedly  in  favor  of  it.  Now,  the  connt^  voted  for  Mr.  Breck- 
inridge; B^  and  Douglas  presented  the  co-operation  ticket;  it  voted  for  Mr.  Breck- 
inridge; but  that  was  no  evidenoe  that  they  were  in  favor  of  seoession,  for  a  great 
many  who  voted  for  Breckinridge  were  afterward  Union  men,  while  many  leading 
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men  i&  favor  of  Mr.  Bceokiaricl^e  were  ftftsrtmd  a«06iBioni«to.  The  Ibeliiig  wm  vwy 
bitter  over  iu  that  county,  as  it  was  in  North  Alabama  geBeraily ;  teit  cspeeially  m 
LimestoDe  County.  As  a  ftirther  evidence  of  tiie  sentiment,  i  aided  and  a^dsted  In  pot- 
ting up  the  United  States  flac  on  the  eonrt^hoose  of  Athens.  I  snpposo  tliist  was  weee 
montiM  aftar  the  Staie  of  AlMama  had  seoeded— «t  leasl  it  was  belwasn  two  and  Itoee 
months,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection.  There  was  a  party  of  ns  who  did  it ;  I  hmt^ 
forgotten,  but  my  best  recoUection  is  that  there  were  abooteieyen  of  «s  who  put  ihait 
flag  up  on  the  oonrt*honse  in  Athens.  I  didnt  go  np  to  the  oapela  myself;  there  -wm 
a  young  man  who  was  more  agile  and  expert  in  matters  of  that  kind,  who  ascended  to 
the  top  of  the  cupola  and  put  the  flag  out;  we  proteeted  bim  hi  daing  it;  i%  «laid 
there  ibr  two  or  thrse  weslEs.  Thers  were  a  good  many  threats  made  abont  fairing 
it  down,  but  we  resolved  that  it  should  not  be  taken  down,  and  when  it  watt  takettt 
down  we  took  it  down  ourselves. 

QueaUon.  As  a  matter  of  prudence  f 

Atuwer,  Yes,  sir ;  as  a  matter  of  prudence ;  to  keep  fhmi  distorbanoes  in  the  commn- 
nity,  we  took  that  flag  down  ourselves;  it  staid  there  for  two  or  three  weeks. 

QueaUou*  Tou  subsequently  followed  the  fortunes  of  your  State  f 

Answer,  I  did,  sir;  and  I  think  every  young  man  who  put  that  flag  up  did. 

QueaUon,  Went  into  the  confederate  army  T 

Armoer,  Yes,  sir. 

OuMtisik  And  served  through  the  war! 

Answer,  I  served  until  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  where  I  was  disabled  by  a  broken 
limb,  and  was  discharged  from  the  army,  and  never  went  back.  I  was  on  cttitohes 
when  the  war  ceased. 

Qmesiiim.  H»ve  yon  resided  in  this  State  since  the  wsnr  f 

Answer,  I  have,  since  1867,  iu  this  county.  In  1865  I  was  elected  to  the  legisUvtwre^ 
of  Alabama  from  Limestone  County;  at  the  expiration  of  that  year  moved  to  t^is 
place. 

QueaUan,  You  were  elected  under  Mr.  Johnson's  polisvf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir:  under  the  reconstruction  policy  of  Mr.  Johnson. 

Questum.  State,  Mr.  Richardson,  the  condition  of  affiiini  in  this  amd  the  neighboring 
counties  with  which  you  are  now  acquainted. 

Answer,  My  opinion,  and  it  is  based  upon  my  oirenlation  throngh  these  oonn^es,  and 
especially  the  lower  district,  of  which  Mc^r  Sloss  is  the  Bepresentatlve,  in-  wfiidi  I 
a;tteud  court  — i —  ^ 

Question.  In  what  counties  do  yon  attend  court  f 

Answer.  I  attend  court  every  time  in  Limestone  Coamty ;  I  freqnently  attend  coarts 
in  Colbert^  Lawrence,  and  Manpan  Conaties-~both  the  cirenit  and  county  conits.  From 
my  observation  in  those  cooaties,  I  believe  that  the  people,  though  they  do  not  indorse 
and  approve  heartily  the  laws  that  have  been  made  in  many  instances,  yet  there  is  a 
general  di^ositio|i  on  their  part  to  obey  them,  as  fiur  as  I  have  obssfrved.  There  in  a 
^neral  disposition  to  obey  the  laws,  however  unpleasant  and  disagreeable  in  aOMte 
instances  our  State  and  Federal  laws  are,  aeeoiding  to  onr  sentiments.  I  know  very 
well  that  an  act  of  our  legislature  has  created  a  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction  timracli. 
out  North  Alabama.  That  act  relates  to  what  is  Imown  as  the  Ku-Klnx  organiaUlon 
in  this  State. 

ByMr.  Bucbxet: 

Question,  Do  yon  mean  the  act  passed  December  28, 18681 

Answer.  1  can't  recollect  the  data  of  it  now.  It  is  the  act  which  pronounced  «(v«ry 
man  found  in  disguise  a  felon  and  an  ontiaw,  and  which  gave  any  man  the  right  to 
shoot  bim  down.  That  is  the  snm  and  substance  of  it,  according  to  my  recolleotion. 
He  is  declared  an  outlaw  when  fonnd  in  disguise.  That  law  baa  created  dissatisfhc4ion 
for  this  reason.  At  the  same  time.  I  think  it  is  that  act  thatgiw  the  party  ii^tirod  tibe 
right  to  come  forward  and  sna  tae  county  for  damages,  n^  people,  generally,  ]oi»k 
upon  it  in  this  way ;  that  the  men  who  are  committing  oatrsgesin  this  country  ors  high- 
waymen and  robbers;  that  they  are  identified  with  no  politioal  parties ;  that  they  «ro 
merely  seeking  their  own  selfish  ends  and  vidW8>  tivinatoaecomi^ishthem  andnouiiiig 
else;  and  fior  that  reason  the  people  do  not  think  they  ongfat  tobe  hsid  respemible 
pecuniarily,  in  damages,  Ibr  the  acts  of  such  men.  They  do  not  cMisider  it  at  ail  aa 
being  political  in  any  rsspeot.    That  is  my  observatioi^  and  that  is  My  opinion. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  Are  the  laws  executed  promptly  and  efficiently  in  the  oonnties  in  wbiok 
you  practice  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  For  what  reason  f 

Answer.  I  can  apeak  mf»e  knowia^y  for  theconnty  in  which  I  live  now,  Ma^Hson 
CiMmty*  The  sheriff  of  this  county,  who  is  Joseph  T*  Doyle,  I  consider  ntteriy  ineA- 
cient     He  is  not  the  sberifi*  now,  becaase  he  was  required  to  g^ve  additional  bond  aad 
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maaikf  hy  the  grand  Jury,  and  was  uabl*  to  do  m  and  fcsigned.  I  miA«ralo#d-^ 
wbetiier  true  or  not  I  can't  ataie—that  the  gorernmeut  was  going  to  taka  atoipB 
kr  luB  lemOTal ;  hat  he  resigned  when  the  g^nd  Jmy  required  him  to  giro  heads. 
Sir.  Doyle  was  an  intemperate  man.  In  addition  to  hemg  intemperate,  he  was  a  rery 
timid  man.  1  ha^e  heard  of  diatartwneea  in  tkle  eotmty  where  l  thonght,  and  oOier 
dtizens  thought,  it  was  his  doty  to  aiuninon  a  posse  aadgo  and  arrest  the  perpetraters 
He  vonld  nevsr  go  out  of  the  ooipoiate  limits  of  thiseown  when  sneh  tkmgs  as  Ihese 
were  afloat.  He  wonld  not  go  out  at  all ;  he  was  afkasd  to  go,  and  he  said  he  waa 
afiaidtogo. 
QuetHon,  When  was  he  eleeted  aheffiff  f 

Jminr.  He  was  eleoted  sheciff  at  tlie  time  t^at  the  oonatitation  of  this  State  iras 
Totedoa. 
QftetiUm,  And  rejected  hy  the  people  f 

AMtwer.  And  rcgeoted  hy  the  people ;  so  reported  hy  General  Meade,  I  heliere,  who 
wat  then  prohahly  in  eonunand ;  I  think  it  was  Qeneral  Meade  thought  it  had  been 
rdected,  and  reported  it  was  r^feoted  hy  such  a  number  ef  yotes.  I  don't  know 
whether  I  am  m£Btaken  or  not  as  to  whether  it  was  General  Meade  who  was  then  in 
oommaDd  of  this  military  department. 

Qit€8tion,  I  believe  you  are  correct  about  that.  The  act  of  Congress  requked  a  ma- 
jority of  the  registered  yotes. 

Anmeer,  Tea,  sir ;  the  policy  of  our  people  was  not  to  Yote,  in  order  to  keep  a  minority 
<tf  the  registered  voters  from  M>pearin|r  as  having  voted. 

Que$Hon,  I  understand  that  Mr.  Doyle  was  voted  for^it  that  election  fbr  sheriff,  and 
elected  in  the  absence  of  the  democratic  vote  t 

Answer,  Tea,  sir ;  that  is  my  reeoUeotion.  that  Doyle  was  eleoted  at  that  time.  That 
MiiBtitation  was  voted  down  by  the  people,  and  it  was  afterward  declared  to  be  the 
law  ef  the  land,  and  in  that  declaration  these  ofBoers  were  put  upon  the  people. 
QuettknL,  Were  any  of  the  officers  elected  at  that  time  in  your  county  inefficient  t 
Aiuwer,  Well,  I  looked  upon  the  probate  Judge  of  this  county  as  being,  a;t  the  time  he 
went  into  office,  incapacitated  for  mscharffing  the  duties  of  that  office,  ibr  the  reason 
that  he  had  never,  from  my  observation  oi  him,  studied  law.  He  had  been  a  sash  and 
blind  maker  in  this  corporation.  I  don't  think  he  was  a  man  qualified  to  administer 
the  affairs  of  the  probate  Judi»*s  offlee,  tfaroueh  wtAt^  office  all  the  property  of  the 
«oeoty  weald  ptaa  wards,  admiaistrntions,  the  businesa  of  exeeators,  Ac,  I  den^ 
think  he  was  qualified,  thoneh  I  must  say,  in  Jnstioe  to  him,  that  the  office  of  probate 
judge,  so  far  as  it  refers  to  tihe  books,  docketfl^  and  pt^pemof  every  kind,  is  kept  well, 
uuLwe  find  no  difficulty  when  we  go  in  there  as  lawyers  in  finding  records  or  papers. 
In  that  reapeot  the  offibe  ia  very  weU  kept,  but  i  did  not  consider  and  do  not  yet  con- 
aider  hiim  a  laan  qualified  to  pass  upon  legal  P^te  that  are  presented  to  him. 

QumUon,  Except  as  you  have  stated,  the  inefficiencv  of  the  officers,  what  has  been  the 
ooodition  of  the  oountry-;  are  there  any  reasons  whieh  have  led  to  disturbances  in 
joormidatf 

AMmoer,  I  consider  the  charactw  of  the  men  holding  office  in  this  county  and  hi  the 
^ioteiIMf  eoonties  as  having  been  an  irritatine  cause  crea^ng  dissatisfhction  among 
oar  peojMe.  As  a  general  thing  they  were  cemiMete  and  entire  strangers  to  our  people ; 
they  were  not  identified  with  us  in  our  interests  nor  in  our  sympathies.  That  gave 
the  people  great  dissatisfaction.  In  addition  to  that,  they  thought  that  these  oflKers 
iiad  been  imposed  upon  them  unjustly  and  improperly. 
QuestUm,  By  the  act  of  Congress  f 

<daeif«r.  B^jr  act  of  Congress.  But  notwithstanding  ^le  Ihct  that  they  believed  ^ese 
nteu  were  inimical  to  their  interests  as  a  general  thing,  that  they  were  unfirien^y  to 
them  in  sympathy,  the  people  have  riM>wn,  in  my  opinion,  a  general  disposition  to 
abide  by  whtk  the  laws  were,  and  treat  those  men  who  are  in  office  with  that  kind  of 
eomtetf  and  eonsideration  which  men  filling  these  offices  are  entitled  to.  They 
wwe  diapeaed  to  obey  the  law,  and  to  do  the  best  they  could  under  the  circumstances, 
hsyiDdP  tkat  a  better  time  would  come,  and  to  put  down  these  disturbances  which  I 
knew  have  occurred  in  some  of  these  counties. 
Que$tiMu  What  was  the  origin  of  those  disturbances  that  yon  speak  off 
'ianptr.  80  far  as  my  knowtodge  ^^oes,  General,  these  disturbances  have  originated  in 
neitfhbozhood  fends.  They  have  onginated  in  a  recollection  of  wrongs  and  of  rumors 
and  tales  tlMit  were  told  upon  each  other  in  neighborhoods  during  tne  war  to  a  very 
great  extent.  Now  I  hear  of  a  difficulty  down  in  Limestone  County,  wliere  I  am  very 
well  acquainted,  in  which  I  am  satisfied  that  it  wasn't  at  all  political,  for  the  reason 
that  I  was  well  acquainted  with  the  parties. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
QuetUam.  What  case  was  that  t 

Ammaer,  That  was  the  case  of  (dd  man  Weir  and  his  treatment  by  Moore,  and  Blair, 
and  Gibapn«  and  some  others  whose  names  1  can^t  now  recollect.    I  don't  think,  fhim 
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wbfti  I  have  heard  of  Hunt,  and  what  I  know  of  the  paorties,  that  there  ie  anything  po* 
litical  in  it  whatever. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

QueatioH,  Ton  think  it  grew  oat  of  perooaal  foods  between  the  parties  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  neighborhood  animosities  and  bickerings. 

Question,  Do  you  know  anvthing  of  the  organisation  in  this  region  of  conntry  soon 
after  the  war  of  what  was  ealled  the  Loyal  L^kgneef 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Give  ns  some  idea  of  what  tiiose  organizations  were. 

Answer,  All  that  I  can  tell  yon  of  the  orgaDization  of  the  Loyal  League  is  from  what 
I  heard;  nothidg  that  I  know  of  my  own  personal  knowledge.  I  know,  tothebes^ 
of  my  information  and  belief  that  such  an  organization  eslBt^  here  in  this  country. 
It  was  publicly  declared.  We  knew  its  president ;  I  did  in  Limestone  County.  He 
was  Daniel  H.  Bingham.  He  was  said  to  be,  or  acknowledged  to  be,  the  president  of 
the  Loyal  League.  I  was  better  acquainted  in  Limestone  County  than  I  am  in  this.  I 
remember  that  they  used  to  meet  in  an  old  drug^«tore  on  the  comer  of  the  square  in 
Athens ;  that  was  in  '66 ;  they  would  meet  once  a  week.  At  that  time  they  met  in  the 
day.  I  could  see  them  going  up  into  the  house.  I  remember  a  disturbance  that  took 
place  when  they  met  there.  It  was  created  by  a  negro,  whose  name  I  have  now  foiv 
gotten^  out  on  the  streets,  Just  before  he  went  up  into  the  Loyal  League  room.  The 
cause  of  the  disturbance  was  that  some  white  man  was  remonstrating  with  him  about 
going  into  that  League,  and  searetly  engaging  in  political  matters.  It  was  just  merely 
a  remonstrance,  but  a  fuss  ensued.  I  don't  know  how  it  occurred,  but  a  difficulty  en- 
sued ;  some  blows  passed,  and  tiiere  was  a  good  deal  of  excitement  created. 

Question,  What  was  understood  to.be  the  object  of  those  Leanest 

Answer,  The  object  was,  so  far  as  I  understood,  to  get  the  colored  people  into  them, 
and  instill  into  them  animosity  and  prcijudioe  against  the  native  southern  white  peo- 
ple. That's  what  I  understeod  to  be  the  object  of  the  Leagues,  and  to  tbereby  instEre 
their  votes  for  the  radical  party. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Instill  animosity  and  pr^udioe  against  whom? 

Anstoer.  Against  the  native  southern  white  people ;  that  was  what  we  ondexstood 
here  to  be  the  ol^ect  of  the  Loyal  Lea^e. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QuesUon.  Is  that  the  fl^nfflral  understanding  among  the  pecmle  f 

Answer,  That's  what!  believe  to  be  the  general  understanding ;  that  was  the  msm* 
ner  in  which  we  accepted  it. 

Question.  Was  there  any  attempt,  and  if  so  what,  on  the  part  of  the  white  people  to 
organize  themselves  to  resist  this  movement ;  did  it  lead  to  similar  organizations  on 
their  part ! 

Answer.  Well^  I  have  always  believed  that  the  Loyal  Leu^e  was  the  parent  of  tha 
Ku-Klux  organization ;  and  m>m  what  I  oould  hear  of  the  ^-Klux  organization,  and 
from  what  I  knew  of  it  from  young  men,  it  was  formed  and  organized  for  the  pur|H»e 
of  being  a  check  upon  the  Loyal  League ;  at  least  that  is  what  it  was  accepted  as  in 
this  community,  as  being  a  check  upon  the  Loyal  League,  and  as  being  a  terror  to  evil- 
doers,  whoever  they  might  be. 

Question.  Were  there  any  outrages  instigated  by  this  Loyal  League,  and  committed 
l|y  them,  to  your  knowledge  or  imormation  f 

Answer,  Do  you  mean  by  that>  violence  to  the  perspn  of  any  individual  f 

Question.  Yes ;  or  violence  or  outrages  to  property,  or  disorder  of  any  kind  f 

Answer,  1  heard  of  no  violence  that  I  now  recollect  of  perpetrated  by  any  one  be* 
lon^iuff  to  the  Loyal  League,  which  was  oharffed  as  au  outrage  committed  by  such  an 
iouiviauai  because  he  was  a  member  of  the  Loyal  League.  I  heard  of  no  such  vio- 
lence. 

Question,  Was  there  any  collision  between  these  organizations,  do  you  recollect  f 

Answer,  Between  the  Loyal  League  and  the  organization  known  as  the  Ku-Klox  t 

Question,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  there  was  a  collision  here  in  this  town  in  1868 ;  I  think  it  was  in 
Uie  latter  part  of  October. 

Question,  Known  as  the  riott 

Answer.  Known  as  the  riot  in  this  town  in  1868 ;  if  I  remember  correctly  it  was  just 
preceding  the  election. 

Queeiion.  Were  you  here  at  that  time  t 

Answer.  I  was. 

Qaeilioa.  Didyouseeitf  ^^  , 

Answer,  I  did.  Digitized  by  LjOOQ  le 

Question,  State  what  you  know  in  reference  to  the  origin  and  the  cirouinstanoea  at- 


teodinf  it,  as  well  ftom  yonr  own  knowledge  of  wb«t  e«ine  vnder  yonr  own  observa* 
tion  ft8  what  was  sabeeqaently  developed  in  testimony. 
Answer.  Ton  just  wish  me  to  give  an  account  of  that  dlBtorbance  that  night  f 
QwetUon.  To  give  an  account  of  it. 
Jntwer,  I  was  attending  a  peiftamaoee— — * 
QwaUoiL  Give  also  your  views  of  its  origin. 

Answer.  Well,  with  a  view  of  its  origin,  I  will  eommenoe  then  with  that  first.    It  oo- 
cnrred  on  Saturday  night,  according  to  my  best  reeollection ;  on  Saturday  there  was  a 
Luge  meeting  held  in  the  court-house  yard.    There  were  a  great  many  colored  people 
attending  that  meeting.    C.  0.  Sheets,  then  from  Decatur,  was  one  of  the  principal 
speakers.    I  remember  to  hav^  been  standing  in  one  of  the  lower  it>oms  of  the  courts 
loose  building.    The  platform  was  erected  on  the  east  side  of  the  court-house,  and  I 
hevd  Mr.  Sheets  state  to  the  colored  people  that  he  bad  been  interfered  with  a  few 
nigbts  before  that  in  Florence  by  the  Ku-Klux,  and  that  he  had  promised  them  then 
thai  he  would  not  make  the  abusive  and  inflammatory  speeches  that  he  had  been  mak- 
mg  before  that.    That  is,  in  substauce,  what  he  said.    I  can't  assume  to  state  his 
words.    He  said  that  he  had  promised  the  Ku-Klux  that  he  would  uot  make  such  a 
speech,  but  having  got  up  here  where  there  are  so  many  colored  people  he  wasn't  afrai4 
to  say  what  he  pleaised,  and  that  if  the  colored  people  would  do  wlint  it  became  them  as 
men  to  do,  they  would  carry  with  them  weapons  and  shoot  down  these  men  wherever 
tlMy  found  them :  that  the  reason  the  Ku-Klux  paraded  the  country  was  because  the 
ne^^noes  were  weak-kneed,  or  words  to  that  effect ;  that  was  the  idea.    He  made  that 
day  a  very  inflammatory  speech,  and  one  that  aroused  the  negroes  very  much  and 
seemed  to  appeal  to  their  passions  as  much  as  any  speech  I  have  ever  heard  mode  in 
this  country.    The  negroes  were  very  muoh  e^soited  under  this  speech ;  they  remained . 
We  during  the  day,  large  numbers  of  them,  and  at  night  there  was  a  meeting  held  in 
this  court-room.    I  remember  that  in  going  to  tea  to  the  Huntsville  Hotel,  where  I 
boarded,  I  met— I  can't  say  how  many— but  numbers  of  negroes,  coming  to  that  meet- 
ing with  guns.    They  carried  them  not  concealed  at  all,  and  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
excitement  among  the  negroes  throughout  the  town.    After  I  got  my  supper  I  went  to 
a  performance  at  the  Thespian  HalL    During  the  performance  the  announcement  was 
made  that  the  Ku-Klux  were  coming  in.    I  came  out  of  the  hall  and  came  up  right 
opposite  here,  at  the  northeast  comer  of  the  square,  by  the  Moore  buildiug,  at  the  head 
<n  Washington  street.    I  was  standing  there  when  the  Ku-Klnx  came  around.    I 
soppose  there  were  one  himdred  and  twenty-flve  to  one  hundred  and  flity  of  them. 
Many  men  estimated  them  as  a  g^eat  many  more  than  that,  but  I  don't  think  there 
was  more  than  one  himdred  and  twenty-five  to  one  hundred  and  fifty.    They  passed 
aronnd  very  quietly,  because  there  was  but  little  noise  when  they  passed  around. 
They  passed  down  the  same  street  they  came  up,  going  on  down  toward  the  raarket- 
hoose,   northward.    The  rear  of  the  column   had  reached  nearly  to  the  markert- 
^omt,  when  I  discovered  that  a  great  many  of  these  -colored  people  had  left  this 
meeting  and  were  out  near  the  court-house  gate,  and  some  in  the  street;  I  was 
standing  leaning  against  a  post  at  this  comer  of  the  Moore  block  when,  I  sup- 
pose, tweirty-five  or  fifty  colored  people  were  passing  down  behind  me,  following  the 
oohimn ;  I  took  hold  of  of  one  of  the  negro  men ;  put  my  hands  on  him ;  he  had  a 
repeater  in  his  hand ;  I  didn't  know  his  name ;  the  moon  was  shining  bright ;  I  said  to 
him,  "Put  np  that  pistol  j  don't  go  after  those  men,  because  you  wifi  create  a  distnrb- 
Aooe  in  the  commiinity.''    I  hadn't  more  than  said  that  before  there  was  a  shot  from 
the  court-house  gate,  and  after  that  repeated  shots ;  I  don't  know  how  manv  were 
fired;  I  stepped  b^iind  the  Moore  block  to  protect  myself,  and  there  were  several  shots 
^red ;  I  am  satisfied^  from  my  own  observation,  that  the  first  shot  came  from  some 
colored  people  within  the  court-house  yard ;  I  afterward,  at  the  request  of  a  lieuten- 
aot  or  a  captain  stationed  here,  belonging  to  the  command  then  here  under  command 
of  Oeoeral  Rnger — that  is,  I  understand  that  the  request  came  ttom  General  £uger, 
that  I  should  take  the  testimony  of  citiswns,  who  observed  and  saw  thin  riot,  in  order 
to  find  oat  tiie  truth  of  it— I  took  the  testimony ;  all  of  it ;  I  took  the  testimony  of,  I 
reckon,  at  least  fhnn  thirty-five  to  fifty  witnesses,  in  my  law-office,  on  the  subject  of 
this  riot,  both  colored  men  and  white  men.    The  decidea  preponderance  of  that  testi- 
mony eooclosively  showed,  to  my  own  mind,  as  did  my  observation, 'that  the  first  shot 
was  fired  from  the  colored  people  within  the  court-house  yard ;  at  least  it  was  fired 
fiora  a  mass  of  people  gathered  there ;  whether  it  was  by  a  white  man  or  a  colored  man 
I  couldn't  spy,  nor  could  the  witnesses ;  it  came,  however,  from  the  court-house  yard  ; 
that  Ku-Klnx  organization,  or  procession  of  men,  I  think,  didnt  fire  a  shot  that  night, 
sir;  I  know  this  from  the  testimony  that  was  adduced  there  before  me,  and  it  was 
twom  to ;  several  witnesses  swore  that  before  this  organization  or  procession  came 
into  town,  there  were  a  good  many  colored  men,  allegrad  to  have  been  headed  by  one 
Charles  Hale,  went  out  to  the  edge  of  town  to  meet  the  Ku-Klux  organization  before 
they  reached  here  at  all  j  they  wont  nearly  half  a  mile  from  town  to  meet  them ;  the  v 
saw  them  coming,  and  when  they  saw  them  coming  they  took  fright  and  came  back 
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to  the  conrt-honse ;  the  negroes  vHdn't  fire  opoa  them  when  they  etaae  in  at  aU ;  not 
when  they  ftrst  came  in. 

Question,  Did  the  Kn-Klnx  fire  at  all  f 

Answer,  I  am  satisfied  that  they  did  not  while  I  saw  them,  and  I  saw  them  isom  the 
time  they  entered  the  square  nntil  they  left,  and  I  had  eonTerBatum  with  them  a£ter 
the  riot  was  over. 

Question.  Was  there  any  testimony  taken  before  yon  that  showed  that  the  Kn-KIuK 
had  fired  anr  of  the  shots  f 

Answer,  There  was  not  a  particle ;  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  and  I  don't  think  I  am,  I 
heard  General  Ruger  state  that  he  observed  these  men  fccin  his  window  in  the  hotel 
where  he  was  boaraing,  and  that  he  was  satisfied  that  they  never  did  fire  a  shot. 

Question,  Then  they  simply  paraded  aronnd  the  square  f 

Answer,  Nothing  else  in  the  world ;  and  there  were  varioas  envressions  dnriag  that 
meeting  there  that  day,  that  these  men  of  the  Kn«>Klux  organization  were  afraid  to 
come  in  here. 

Question.  Was  there  any  person  iignred  by  this  firing  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir :  there  were  four  or  five  persons  iinnred,  wounded,  and,  I  believe^ 
two  kiUed. 

Question.  Then  the  firing  took  place  among  persons  who  were  mingled  togeth^  in 
the  crowd  around  the  oonrt-honse  and  streets  t 

Answer.  It  was  just  promiscuous  ont  there  in  the  streets  and  oonrt-honse  yard ;  they 
seemed  to  be  firing  at  randcfm— jnst  random  shots;  who  was  firing  I  couldn't  teUL 

Question.  Who  was  killed  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  forgotten. 

Question.  There  was  a  Judge  ThorlOw,  was  there  not  f 

Answer.  0,yes;  you  refresh  my  memory ;  Judge  Silas  Thurlow,  of  Limestone  County, 
Was  killed ;  he  ^as  shot  at  this  north  gate  here. 

Question.  Was  there  any  evidence  showing  by  whom  he  was  shotf 

Answer.  None  at  all,  sir. 

Question,  Was  there  a  man  by  the  name  of  Cox  shot  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  William  W.  Ccfx  ^as  shot,  eomewhere  in  the  head ;  I  have  forgot- 
ten  where :  there  was  a  negro  named  Boper  shot,  and  a  negro  by  the  name  of  Martiii 
shot,  and  then  there  was  a  negro  killed,  whose  name  I  have  forgotten. 

Question,  This  man  Cox  was  a  conservative,  or  democrat,  was  he  iMt  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir :  a  democrat. 

Question.  Judg^  Thurlow  was  a  republican  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  Cox  kiUedf 

Answer,  No',  sir;  Cox  was  very  badly  shot. 

Question.  Who  shot  him  T 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  don't  know. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  the  testimony  implicating  any  one  f 

Answer,  Not  at  all. 

Question.  Was  there  any  testimony  goieg  to  designate  «iy  person  as  having  shot  aoy 
•f  those  negroes  f 

Answer.  None  at  aU. 

Question.  No  person  identified  f 

Answer.  No  person  was  identified,  either  in  that  testimony  or  iafterward  in  the  courta, 
where  parties  were  indicted. 

Question,  It  was  subsequently  examined  in  the  courts  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  and  the  indictments  were  noL  prossed. 

Question,  All  of  them  V 

Anstoer.  Tes,  sir;  all  parties  charged ;  black  and  white. 

Question,  As  to  that  testimony,  I  want  you  to  state  as  distiaotiy  «id  aoooinotly  «s 
you  can  what  persons  or  class  of  persons  were  indicated  as  having  commenced  this 
shooting. 

Anstoer,  My  recollection  of  that  testimony  is,  and  there  was  a  mass  of  it,  that  it  all 
tended  to  show  that  the  firing  began  within  the  oonrt-honse  ^rard,  near  the  gate.  As 
I  said  before,  there  was  a  meeting  being  held  up  here  in  this  oourt-roora,  and  I  had 
noticed  when  the  Ku-Klux  organization  passed  around  the  eonrt-hoiue  yard  that  the 
colored  people  followed  them  around  the  court-house  as  they  passed  on  around^  keep- 
ing with  them  from  curiosity  or  something  else ;  I  couldn't  tell  what.  But  evidently 
everybody  was  apprehensive  of  a  difficulty.  As  the  Ku-Klux  passed  off  down  the 
street  to  the  northeast,  after  passing  by  the  east  side  of  the  oourt-honae,  the  first  shot 
was  fired,  and  I  know  it  came  from  the  east  side  of  the  oourt-honse  where  a  great  many 
negroes  were  assembled,  and  there  were  white  people  among  them  too,  because  there 
were  white  republicans  attending  that  meeting. 

Question,  The  people  in  attendance  upon  that  meeting  poured  out  of  the  eoart-hooaa  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question,  And  can^e  team  that  exit,  from  this  hall,  and  poured  around  the  boildiiig  f 
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M»mr,  Tbey  ewne  around  the  bmldin^  m  the  JB^o-Klox  passed  aroimd  the  square, 

ud  they  made  a  general  halt  on  the  east  side  of  the  coort-hoose  and  they  theiestopped. 
Froio  tnat  point  1  heard  the  first  shot  fired. 
qmtim.  Was  Cox  shot  there! 

Jhmmt.  Cox  was  ^bot  out  in  the  stxeet,  near  that  gate. 

Qiteflioii.  Were  there  many  persons,  citizens,  congregated  on  the  other  side  of  the 
sbreetf 

AM9wer,  Tes,  sir;  all  around  the  square;  there  was  a  large  nnmher  of  dtizene  all 
aroQDd  the  square. 

ftuKHtion,  Mow  many  persons  do  you  suppose  were  in  the  street  and  around  the 
square  f 

Armoer.  I  should  think,  and  it  is  a  mere  matter  ofo^^inion  as  to  a  crowd,  on  which 
pet^le  wiU  differ,  hat  I  snould  say  there-  wece  aA  least  a  thousand  white  people  around 
the  square  looking  at  that  organization  passing  around. 

(ii^luNi.  How  many  negroes  f 

An9wer.  Well,  sir,  there  were-  from  a  thousand  to  fifteen  hundred.  Just  to  make  4 
rough  guess. 

Que^um.  This  testimony,  which  tou  reduced  to  writing  at  the  request  of  an  officer 
of  the  Army,  was  forwarded  to  tiie  headquarters  of  General  Bugnr  f 

Answer.  I  turned  it  over  to  that  officer.  I  can^  recollect  the  officer's  name  because 
I  wasn't  acquainted  with  him.  He  left  the  poet  soon  after  that,  but  I  gave  him  that 
testimony,  and  if  I  recoil^  right  he  said  he  forwarded  it  to  Georgia. 

Questum.  To  the  headquarters? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that's  what  he  told  me  he  was  goin^  to  do. 

Qvefidon.  State,  if  yon  please,  if  there  i&,  in  your  opiniAn,  any  such  thing  as  Ku-Kluz 
in  this  county  at  this  time. 

Answer.  I  think  not,  general.   I  am  confident  that  there  is  no  such  organization. 

QuesHon.  Is  there  any  difficulty  here  in  executing  the  law  f 

Answer.  None  at  all. 

QttesHon.  Have  any  of  these  Ku^Kluz  been  prosecuted  heret 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  have  been  prosecutions  instituted  here  against  men  charged 
with  being  Ku-Eluz.    In  the  United  States  court  there  have  be^  several  prosecu- 

tiODSL 

Question.  For  acta  committed  recently  f  '   * 

Answer.  Yes,  air. 

QuesiUnt,  Any  convictions  obtained  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Mr.  Nicholas  Davis  stated  in  his  testimony  that  he  prosecuted  certain  par- 
ties who  were  held  to  bail,  and  that  the  officers  took  insufficient  bail  for  them.  Bo 
yon  recollect  that  case  1 

Answer.  I  remember  to  have  heard  Mr.  Davis  sav  something  about  such  a  case. 

Question.  He  stated  it  himself.    I,  did  not  know  but  what  you  knew  of  it. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  remember  any  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  it  at  all. 
1  remembwr  to  have  appeared  hero  in  a  case  against  two  young  men ;  I  defended  them. 
They  were  charged  with  being  Ku-Klux — young  Martin,  and  the  other  defendant, 
whose  name  I  have  forgotten.  The  charge  was  made  by  one  Pryor  Turner.  The  in- 
vestigation took  place  before  Robert  W.  Wilson,  and  W.  B  J^gures,  a  justice  of  the 
feaee,  in  this  room.  Mr.  Figures  is  well  known  in  this  community  as  to  his  political 
sentiments.     He  is  the  editor  of  the  Advocate. 

Question.  A  radical  paper  f 

Answer.  A  radical  paper,  thoroughly  r^ublican  in  all  of  his  sentiments ;  and  he'^ro- 
nounced  these  men  Innocont,  and  discharged  them*  Then  there  were  several  other 
eases  that  I  have  heard  of.  I  would  like  to  state,  f||eneral,  I  stated  that  I  had  a 
eouveraatkm  with  that  procession  of  men  after  that  not  was  over.  It  might  seem, 
horn  that,  that  I  had  some  identification  with  that  organization.  I  never  belonged  to 
any  Ku-Rlux  organization,  though  I  have  had  applications  to  join  them :  I  never  Joined 
any  sudi  organization,  because  I  was  opposed  to  them.  I  didn't  think  it  was  right. 
I  didn't  like  secrecy  about  anything,  about  any  organization,  and  I  thought  it  would 
result  in  evil.  After  that  ziot'was  over,  there  was  a  knot  of  us  young  men  gathered 
out  OB  the  comer  of  the  street.  The  Kn-Klux  were  down  Washington  street  £awn  up 
in  line  of  battle,  as  well  as  I  could  discover,  from  my  position,  i  thought,  and  so  did 
others  standing  there,  that  they  were  coming  back  in  the  square.  I  remember  having 
proposed  to  th^  crowd,  generally,  that  we  go  down  and  see  them,  and  advise  them  to 
leave  the  square,  and  not  come  back ;  that  they  would  cet  into  collision  with  the  ne- 
groes and  create  a  disturbance.  I  was  afraid  they  womd  create  a  disturbance  on  the 
square,  oihI  I  proposed  to  the  crowd  that  some  of  us  go  down  there  and  see  them.  I 
went  myself  to  that  procession,  and  there  I  discovered  a  man  who,  from  his  appearance, 
being  outaide  of  the  line,  I  took  to  be  an  officer,  or  in  command.  I  walked  up  to  him 
and  told  him  I  wanted,  a  conversation  with  him.  I  had  no  idea  who  he  was,  and  J 
dsn't  Imow  now  who  he  was.    I  told  him  I  thought  it  was  very  imprudent  and  indis 
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creet  for  his  company  to  ffo  back  on  that  square ;  that  it  wonld  resnlt  in  bloodshed 
and  create  a  great  deal  of  disturbance;  and  our  people  wonld  be  visited  with  paninh- 
tnent.  That  was  the  idea  or  the  substance  of  what  I  told  him,  and  that  I  ibou^ht  he 
ought  to  leave  the  town.  He  remarked  to  me  that  he  wonld  take  my  advice.  I 
farther  told  him  that  the  United  States  commander,  General  Rnger,  had  ordered  a 
company  to  come  in,  and  that  there  would  be  an  unfortunate  disturbance,  and  he 
ought  to  leave  town.  He  ttimed  immediately  and  said, ''  We  don't  want  to  create  a 
disturbance.  We  are  not  here  for  a  disturbance,  unless  we  are  attacked."  That's  what 
he  said  to  me,  and  rode  off,  and  I  never  heard  anything  more  of  the  Ku-Klux.;  they 
left. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  negro  man  named  Joe  Gill  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not,  by  that  name.    He  may  huVe  an  alias. 
.    Question,  Do  yon  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Parks  Townsend,  and  another  named 
Marion  Burks  f 

Answer,  I  know  a  man  by  reputation  of  the  name  of  Paiks  Townsend ;  I  don't  know 
him  personally. 

Question,  Where  does  he  live  f 

Answer.  I  can't  say  in  what  part  of  this  county  he  lives,  because  I  do  not  know. 

QtiesHon,  Is  he  a  man  of  reputation,  or  what  i»  his  character  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  if  there  is  anything  against  his  character  I  have  not  heard  it. 

Question,  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Shai>ard,  who  testified  l>efore  this  com- 
mittee yesterday  f 

Answer.  1  do  not. 

Question,  Did  yon  ever  practice  in  Blount  County  f 

Answer,  I  never  did.  I  do  not  know  Shapard  personally ;  I  have  heard  of  him  as  a 
man. 

Question,  Do  you  know  his  reputation  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  to  a  very  limited  extent. 

Question,  I  wish  you  to  state  now  to  the  committee  whether  you  consider  that  the 
public  sentiment  in  this  portion  of  the  country  is  in  favor  of  executing  the  laws  and 
maintaining  the  peace  and  the  quiet  of  the  community  against  all  organizatipns  of 
whatever  character  and  description. 

Answer,  I  believe  that  the  people  generallv  of  those  counties  in  North  Alabama 
whero'I  have  been  are  decidedly  and  unqualifiedly  in  fovor  of  the  execution  of  the 
law,  and  especially  for  the  suppression  of  all  outrages  and  the  arrest  of  all  perpetrators 
of  violence. 

Question,  How  long  has  this  been  the  condition  of  affairs  here  in  this  part  of  the 
State  of  which  you  speak  f 

Answer.  WeU,  I  think,  in  answer  to  that  question,  I  can  say  that  the  people  have 
been  more  disposed  for  the  last  eighteen  Tuonths  to  see  the  law  enforced  tnan  they 
had  been  at  any  time  since  the  surrender— decidedly  more  disposed  to  have  the  law 
enforced,  and  to  see  it  rigidly  ex^utcd,  because  it  was  to  their  own  interest  and  pro- 
tection that  it  should  be. 

Question,  Has  the  fact  that  the  people  of  Alabama  have  rescued  the  control  of  their 
affairs  from  the  persons  who  were  imposed  upon  them  under  the  act  of  Congress  been 
the  cause  of  the  restoration  of  peace  and  good  order  and  tranquillity  f 

Aiwwer,  I  think  that  the  election  of  Rol^rt  B.  Lindsay,  as  governor  of  this  State, 
has  done  a  great  deal  to  give  aatisfaction  to  the  people ;  it  has  added  greatly  to  their 
disposition  to  maintain  law  and  order. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  that  much  of  the  disorder  and  turbulence  in  the  State  aroee 
fronf  the  fact  that  the  people  of  the  State  had  a  constitution  and  officers  imposed 
upon  them  in  violation  of  the  first  act  of  Congress — the  reconstruction  act  of  Congress  T 
Do  you  believe  that  that  save  rise  to  much  of  the  tnrbulencef 

Answei\  I  know  that  it  did;  because  the  people  were  restless,  impatient,  and  greatly 
dissatisfied,  by  reason  of  that  constitution  being  imposed  upon  them  in  the  way  that 
it  was  done,  and  from  that  flowed  a  great  deal  of  the  turbulence  in  this  State. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  that  a  complete  restoration  of  their  rights  as  citizens  to 
those  who  are  now  under  disabilities,  and  tb6  complete  restoration  of  local  self-govern- 
ment, would  restore  entire  peace  and  tranquillity  to  these  people  f 

Answer,  My  own  opinion  of  that  is  that,  if  a  general  bill  of  amnesty  was  passed  by 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  it  would  do  more  to  arouse  the  dormant  feeling  of 
affection  for  the  Union  in  this  State  than  anything  else  that  could  be  done ;  that  it 
would  do  more  to  create  harmony,  and  to  mb  out  and  obliterate  the  animosities  and 
prejudices  that  have  sprung  up  and  been  created  by  the  war,  than  anything  else  that 
could  be  done. 

Question,  Do  the  people  regard  the  disqualification  of  their  ablest  men  by  the  four- 
teenth  amendment  for  aU  public  service  as  a  great  hardship  to  them  T 

Answer,  They  do ;  they  look  upon  it  as  being  a  great  privation  to  them  that  the  men 
who  are  the  most  experienced  in  political  matters,  many  of  them  the  ablest  men  in  our 
State,  are  unable  to  hold  office.  ^  i 
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.QmtUm.  Bo  they  think  thoy  are  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  their  experience  and 
joupnentf 
JiMMr.  Tea,  sir ;  being  deprived  of  that,  they  feel  that  it  is  a  great  hardehip  npon 

gy  the  CfH  airman; 

QitMoH.  You  apoke  of  having  made  a  Union  speech  on  the  22d  of  Febmary,  1861, 
after  Alabama  had  seceded,  and  asain,  sabeequently  to  that,  in  company  with  others, 
of  having  pot  up  the  flag  of  the  United  States  on  the  conrt-honse  at  Athens.  What 
indnced  yon,  sabseqnently  to  «yonr  then  condition  of  feeling,  to  enter  the  confederate 
armyf 

AMtwer.  The  speech  that  I  made  on  the  22d  day  of  Febmarv,  being  the  birthday  of 
Washington,  was  made  at  the  instance,  as  I  believe  I  stated  before,  of  many  of  mv 
friends,  who  agreed  with  me  in  ihe  sentiments  that  I  expressed  in  that  speech,  which 
were  in  £avor  of  the  Union  and  its  preservation.  I  afterward  entered  tne  army  as  a 
confederate  soldier,  freely  and  from  my  own  choice,  for  the  reason  that  it  haa  then 
become  a  question  whether  I  should  side  with  mv  own  people  or  whether  I  shonld 
iigfat  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  Upon  that  question  i  had  no  hesitancy  what- 
ev^.  As  long  as  there  was  a  possibility,  so  far  as  my  then  limited  intelligence  in  polit- 
ical matters  could  discern,  of  the  Union  being  preserved  and  kept  together,  entertain- 
ing merely  the  sentiments  of  my  father— having  his  views  reflected  upon  me — I  was  for 
its  preservation  and  maintenance.  I  went  into  the  confederate  army  oecause  it  had  be- 
come an  actual  and  real  fact  that  there  was  no  Union,  so  far  as  Alabama  was  concerned : 
that  it  was  gone,  and  that  I  either  had  to  go  up  North  or  stay  South ;  tf^e  latter  I  had 
DO  hesitancy  in  doing. 

QunHon,  Were  yon  then  in  favor  of  the  maintenance  of  the  Union,  if  possible,  at  the 
timn  you  entered  the  confederate  army  t 

Answer,  At  the  time  that  I  went  into  the  confederate  army,  which  was  after  the  call 
(bat  Mr.  Lincoln  made  for  75,000  troops,  my  feelings  npon  that  snbject  had  changed ; 
tbere  bad  been  an  entire  change  in  my  feelings  upon  that  subject  after  that  caU  for 
75,000  ^oops. 

Question,  You  were,  then,  no  longer  in  favor  of  maintaining  the  Union,  I  understand? 

An&mer,  I  was  in  favor,  Senator,  of  abiding  by  my  State  then,  following  her  destiny. 

QvssHoH.  Your  State  at  that  time  had  seceded  ? 

Am$wer.  It  had  gone  out  on  the  11th  day  of  January. 

By  Mr.  Bcckley  : 
QuetUon.  Had  it  seceded  when  yon  made  the  speech  in  February  f 
JsMMT.  It  had  seceded ;  there  was  a  strong  sentiment  at  that  time  in  North  Alabama, 
tbat  North  Alabama  should  Join  Tennessee. 

Question,  So  you  still  bad  hopes  that  the  State  might  be  retained,  or  a  portion  of  it, 
¥beo  you  made  tbat  speech  f 

*  Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  we  still  had  hopes  that  the  ordinance  of  secession  would  be  sub- 
Bitted  to  the  people,  and  we  would  nave  a  vote  on  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  1  that  case,  I  understand  from  your  expressed  sentknonts,  you  would  have 
Toted  against  secession  T 

Answer.  Unquestioiiably. 

Question,  Did  you  not  regard  the  call  of  Mr.  Lincoln  for  75,000  troops  as  a  constitu- 
tional duty  ^noosed  upon  nim  to  maintain  and  protect  the  Union. 

Answer,  1  did  not,  for  this  reason,  that  I. thought  compulsion  toward  the  wayward 
and  erring  sisters  was  the  worst  policy  that  could  be  pursued ;  and  that  expediency  should 
bave  rather  become  the  wisdom  of  the  President  than  an  actual  execution  of  the  law. 

QueUion,  Was  he  not  expressly  authorized  by  an  old  act  of  Congress  to  make  that 
call  which  was  recited  in  hht  proclamation  T 

Answer.  My  recollection  of  that  call  is,  that  it  recited  the  authority  utider  which  he 
acted  in  making  the  call. 

Quegtion,  Didyou  ever  examine  that  authority  ? 

Answer,  I  never  did,  that  I  now  remember  of. 

Question.  Ton  are  satisfied  that  snch  a  law  exists,  are  you  not,  justifying  this  call  f 

Answer.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  it  does  not  exist. 

Question,  The  whole  purpose  of  that  call  was  to  put  down  this  insurrection  in  the 
Southern  States,  was  it  not  7 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  not  regard  it  as  his  duty,  as  the  chief  magistrate,  sworn  to  exeonte 
the  laws,  to  make  that  caUf    Did  you  suppose  he  had  any  discretion  in  the  matter  f 

Answer,  I  regarded  it  in  this  way— if  I  can  recall  my  impressions  upon  that  subject — 
Aat  it  was  more  sacredly  the  duty  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  do  all  things 
tbat  liy  in  his  power  to  preserve  and  maintain  the  Union,  and, that  in  the  preservation 
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fOid  mainteiiaDce  of  the  Union,  if  he  eoold  still  reclaim  the  affections  and  the  iodeiest 
and  the  good  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  Southern  countrv,  that  in  that  way  he  would 
jl^etter  maintain  the  Union ;  and  I  looked  upon  the  caU  m  75,000  troopa  as  barring  an 
irritating  and  exasperating  tendency  among  thi  people,  and  likely  to  canry  a  ^^eai 
many  men  who  were  in  sympathy  with  the  Union,  and  partial  to  its  maintananoe, 
nnder  the  storm  of  feeling  into  that  channel  in  which  they  did  not  want  to  go. 

QueBtion,  Will  yon  please  state  what  other  method,  Imown  to  the  Iimf,  Mr«  Linooln    . 
had  of  putting  down  this  iusarrection,  except  calling  upon  the  people  of  this  eaontiy 
to  aid  hmi  in  putting  it  down  ? 

Atmoer.  Well,  sir,  my  own'opiuion  about  that  is  just  simply  this:  that  if  Alahiia, 
for  instance,  had  been  let  alone,  even  after  she  seceded,  and  no  war  had  been  wagsdoa 
her,  she  would  have.been  back  in  the  Union  in  six  months. 

Que$iUm,  What  evidence  have  you  of  thatf 

Aiuwer.  I  have  that  evidence  to  my  own  mind,  that  the  mi^OTity  of  the  people  of 
Alabama  were  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  that  they  were  overawed  and  trampled 
down  by  reason  of  votes  that  were  cast  at  the  convention  which  voted  her  oat  of  t^ 
Union,  which  did  not  represent  the  sentiments  of  the  people,  and  if  they  had  had  an 
opportunity  to  have  voted  on  that  ordinance  of  secession,  the  people  would  have  voted 
it  down.  That  is  why  I  believe^  if  Alabama  had  been  let  alone,  and  she  had  not  beoa 
distorbedy  and  thereby  the  passions  of  her  people  aroased,  which  is  moiestronffly  dona 
when  blood  is  shed  than  under  any  other  circumstances,  she  would  have  been  back  in 
the  Union  in  six  mouths. 

QuesUon.  All  this  is  a  mere  matter  of  speculation,  is  it  not  t 

Amwer,  All  matter  of  opinion  on  my  part,  of  what  I  believe  the  sentiments  of  the 
people  were. 

ByMr.  Bucklby: 

Que$tion,  If  the  secession  element  in  this  State  was  so  strong  as  to  bring  abost  a 
rerasal  in  the  convention  to  submit  the  ordinance  of  secession  to  the  people,  do  you  not 
think  it  would  have  been  strong  enough  also  to  have  prewemted.  tlM  Union  elemrat 
from  casting  a  mtgority  of  votes  against  secession,  if  the  ordinance  had  been  sab- 
mittedf 

Answer,  Then,  if  that  had  been  the  case,  the  fight  or  struggle,  instead  of  being  with 
the  friends  of  the  Union,  would  have  been  in  AJahama,  against  the  men  who  woce 
fighting  to  throttle  us. 

Qu€9thn,  Was  it  not  a  fact  that  when  the  convention  met  in  1861,  a  m^jotityi  when 
it  nrst  assembled,  was  in  favor  of  the  Union  f 

Answer,  Let  me  understand  that  question. 

QueeUan,  I  will  ask  it  again.  When  the  convention  met,  was  not  a  minority  of  it  in 
favor  of  maintaining  the  Union ;  the  convention  of  1861,  I  mean,  niiioh  passed  the 
ordinance  of  secession  f 

Answer,  I  have  understood  from  gentlemen  who  were  memben  of  that  oonveotioD. 
from  North  Alabama,  that  the  m%|ority  of  delegates  in  that  convention,  when  they 
first  assembled,  were  in  favor  of  the  maintenance  of  the  Union,  and  opposed  to  ^tho 
passage  of  the  ordinance  of  secession ;  that  when  Hon.  Jeremiah  Clemens,  who  repre- 
sented Madison  County  in  that,  convention,  being  a  leadin^ip  man  in  NorUi  Alabama^ 
having  once  been  Alabama's  Senator,  and  who,  being  a  leading  Union  man,  was  looked 
to  by  the  people  as  boinff  a  representative  man  of  the  Union  people  of  that  conventtoo, 
of  the  co-operation  ]>eople ;  when  he  changed  and  went  over  in  mvor  of  tlie  ordinaneo 
of  secession,  there  was  a  ^eat  burst  of  indignation  throughout  this  county  and 
throughout  North  Alabama,  because  it  was  said  that  Clemens  had  sold  out. 

Queeti^n,  Did  not  your  fellow-townsman,  Mr.  Davis,  first  oppose  the  ordinance  of 
secession  and  then  vote  for  it  t 

Answer,  He  did. 

(Question,  Was  it  not  a  fhct  that  the  delegate  elected  from  Jackson  County  here  was 
kept  out  of  the  couventiou  entirely,  until  after  that  oFdinance  was  passed  f 

Answer,  That  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  Then  it  is  a  fact  that,  although  the  majority  of  that  convention  was  at  first 
against  secession,  they  finally  parsed  the  ordinance  of  secession  f 

Answer,  They  finally  passed  the  ordinance  of  secession,  attribotaJ;)le,  in  my  opinion,  to 
Jeremiah  Clemens,  and  no  one  else  in  this  State. 

Qitesiion,  I  am  only  asking  for  the  fact  f 

Answer,  That  is  the  fact. 

Question,  And  that  convention  afterwards  refused  to  submit  the  ordinance  of  seeeo- 
sion  to  the  people  of  Alabama  f 

Answer,  They  did. 

By  the  Chairmak: 
Question,  Were  any  steps  taken  by  the  people  of  Alabama  to  overrule  the  decision  of 
that  convention  after  it  had  dissolved  f  ^ 
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w  No,  dr. 
QimtimL  \\^iat  means  hmwe  you,  then,  of  knowing  that  there  was  not  an  acqoies* 
OMM  OD  the  part  of  the  m%)oritj  of  the  people  of  Alabama  in  the  ordinance  of  seces- 
iioal 

Ammtt.  My  means  of  belieriag  I  can  state:  that  it  is  a  meve  matter  of  opinion,  of 
coorae,  jSenator,  that  I  think  so,  because  I  was  no  politician,  and  my  opinion  was  ob- 
tiiiied  mostly  from  the  leading  men  of  my  own  ootinty,  as  Thomas  J.  McClellan,  who 
wasanember  of  tkat  oODToat^n.  The  vote  giyen  for  Donglas  and  Bell  was  always 
couaidMed  the  Union  vote.  I  do  not  now  remember  what  was  the  combined  vote  of 
Dovglas  and  Bell,  bat  that  was  a  basis  we  generally  made  when  we  enmrned  np  the 
Uaioo  steea^tbof  the  State— the  opposition  that  would  have  been  made  to  secession. 
Whether  that  combined  vote  was  more  than  that  for  Breckinridge,  or  not,  I  caonot 
state ;  bat  we  had  every  reason  to  believe  it,  and  yoa  will  find  now,  among  the  co^p- 
9»tiMk  men  of  this  State—of  North  Alabama  particularly— that  they  all  believed 
that  that  ordinance  would  have  been  voted  down, had  it  been  submitted  to  the  people^ 
Ibdieve,  in  Limestone  Omnty,  whe^  I  then  lived,  that  it  would  have  been  v<^ted 
down  hj  seven  men  out  of  ten. 

QuetUoH.  I  have  a  statement  here,  Mr.  Richardson,  of  the  vote  of  Alabama  at  the 
presidential  election  of  i860,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  vote  for  the  Breckinridge 
ti<^et  was  48,891 ;  far  the  Union,  or  Bell  and  Everett  ticket,  27,875 ;  for  the  Douglas 
tidcet,  13,€5I,  showing  a  majority  over  both  the  other  tickets  in  favor  of  the  Breckin- 
ridge ticket.    Is  this  year  recollection  of  the  condition  of  the  vote  that  year  f 

Answer,  Since  yon  have  read  that  it  refteshes  my  Inemory  on  that  subject,  and  it  is 
my  opinion  that  itis  eorreet ;  and,  as  I  stated  before  in  my  testimony,  a  great  many 
Bea  m  my  county  voted  for  Mr.  Breckinridge  as  the  presidential  candidate,  who  were 
afterwards  sti^ng  Union  men ;  they  did  not  consider  voting  lor  Mr.  Breckinridge  as 
identifying  them  with  the  secession  movement,  and,  for  that  reason,  I  think  that, 
skhqngh  tJbe  State  went  Ibr  Breckinridge,  it  might  have  been  in  other  counties 
like  it  was  in  my  own. 
QumUtm,  Was  not  that  Breekinri^i;e  ticket  reswrded  as  the  disunion  ticket  f 
Awnomr,  I  believe  that  by  the  leading  men  of  uie  State  it  was.  and  that  it  was  in- 
tended as  a  disunion  ticket,  but  I  do  not  believe  it  was  so  regaraed  by  the  mass  of  the 
people. 

^^Miliois.  Yon  .spoke  about  tiie  United  States  flag  put  np  by  you  on  the  court-* 
liouM.  Is  the  flag  of  the  United  States  now  displajred  throughout  Limestone  and 
lisdisoB,  and  oti^r  eounties  in  this  part  of  the  State ;  if  so,  upon  what  occasions  f 

Answer.  1  bave  seen  the  flag  displayed  in  North  Alabama  since  the  war  on  different 
occasions.   I  bave  se^i  it  here,  in  the  celebration  of  the  Proclamation  of  Emancipation 
byPresideBt  lAac<An. 
QKuaikm.  Was  it  dicqplayed  by  the  ool<»ed  people  t 
Answer,  By  the  colored  people. 

QuetH^tu  I  mean  have  yon  seen  it  displayed  by  that  portion  of  your  people  who 
vent  into  the  war  f 

Amwar.  I  saw  in  this  oonrt-honse  yard,  in  the  presidential  campaign  of  1868,  a  plat- 
tan  bwantifally  decorated  with  the  United  States  flag ;  it  was  a  large  democratic 


Any  other  occasion  that  you  remember  f 

r.  It  occurs  to  me  that  in  a  large  meeting  in  Colbert  County,  at  which  the 

Hon.  Albert  Pike  was  the  principal  democn^c  sp^kker,  the  United  States  flag  was 
displayed  ;  I  think  that  it  was — about  that  I  am  not  positive. 

Quitum.  Any  other  instances  that  occur  to  yon  t 

Answer.  I  caanot  rocolleot  any  other  now.  sir. 

Question.  As  an  emblem  of  the  Union,  and  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States, 
is  not  the  flag  now  regarded  odiously  by  t^rose  who  went  into  the  rebellion,  and  by 
those  who  sympathised  with  the  rebellion  f 

Answer.  (After  »  pause.)  Well,  sir,  the  reason  that  I  hesitate,  or  seem  to  hesitate,  in 
the  answer  to  that  question  is  simply  to  collect  clearly  and  distinctly  my  impressions 
and  tbooghta  on  that  subject ;  and  I  answer  by  saying  that  I  do  not  think  that  the  flag 
is  now  considered  odious  by  the  great  majority  of  the  people  from  this  section  of  the 
coontzy  who  went  into  the  oonJfederate  army,  as  the  emblem  of  the  sovereignty  of  the 
United  States  and  the  authority  of  the  Union. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  is  ^eeted  as  affectionately  as  it  was  before  the  war  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  welcomed  with  the  sanie  earnestness  and  intensity 
of  zeal  and  affection  now  that  it  was  before  the  war,  for  the  reason  that  there  were  a 
great  many  things  done  under  that  flag  to  people  who  were  true  to  it  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war,  who  did  not  think  that  they  were  entitled  to  the  wrongs  that  were  perpe- 
trated upon  them.  For  that  reason  many  people  in  this  country  do  not  look  upon  it 
with  the  same  zeal  and  affection  that  they  used  once  to  do. 

Quaikm.  Is  it  not  regarded  bow  by  a  great  many  people  of  Alabama  as  the  badge  of 
oppression  f  ^ 
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Answer,  I  do  not  believe  the  people  look  upon  the  flag  as  a  badge  of  oppTeaBioa  oc  as 
an  emblem  of  tyranny ;  they  think  that  a  great  many  things  h^e  been  done  by  the 
Qovemment  and  by  Congress  punishing  them  more  severely  than  they  deserved; 
but  to  take  the  flag  as  the  representative  of  the  nation,  and  as  the  representative  of 
the  people,  and  the  emblem  of  the  United  States,  I  do  not  think  they  attach  any 
odium  to  it. 

Question.  It  was  very  mnoh  hated  during  the  war,  was  it  not  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  \diile  the  passions  ca  men  were  aroused,  and  blood  was  being 
thed,  and  that  awful  and  unfortunate  straggle  was  going  on,  I  believe  that  it  was. 

QuestUm,  When  did  their  love  for  the  flag  return  f 

Answer.  After  General  Lee  surrendered  at  Appomattox  and  we  saw  it  was  a  useless 
and  vain  struggle,  then  the  people,  so  &t  as  my  knowledge  goes,  considered  tiiat  it 
was  the  part  ot  wisdom  and  to  their  interest,  as  citizens  ot  the  Qovemment,  to  make 
the  very  best  they  could  of  the  results  of  the  war,  and  to  abide  l^  its  issue  honestly 
and  in  good  faith. 

QuesHan,  Do  you  not  think  that  .the  people  of  Alabama  at  this  time  would  prefer  an 
independent  government  similar  to  the  Jeif  Davis  government,  the  confederate  gov- 
ernment f 

Answer,  I  do  not. 

^estian.  You  think  they  are  thorou^ly  reconciled  to  the  Union  again,  do  you  f 

Answer.  I  think  this,  that  they  are  disposed  to  become  thoroughly  reconciled,  and  if 
they  have  a  fair  op|>ortunity  given  them  that  they  will  become  entirely  reconciled; 
but  as  to  a  disposition  or  an  anxiety,  upon  the  part  of  the  people  with  whom  I  am 
acquainted,  publicly  to  establish  an  independent  government,  there  is  no  disposition 
whatever  upon  their  part  to  do  it,  nor  ever  to  ma&e  the  efifort  to  do  it ;  they  are  sick 
of  secession  and  of  war. 

QuestUm,  Do  your  people  esteem  it  a  matter  of  great  injustice  that  your  leading  men, 
who  had  been  members  of  Congress  or  who  had  held  commissions  in  the  military  aad 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  and  in  this  capacity  had  taken  an  oath  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  broken  that  oath  in  rebelling  against  the 
Government,  should  not  be  trusted  now,  a  second  time,  by  the  Government  with  the 
privilege  of  holding  high  offices  f  Do  they  esteem  this  a  matter  of  great  injustice  f 
•  Answer,  Our  people  consider  it  a  great  privation  to  be  deprived,  in  times  like  these, 
where  we  think  the  liberty  and  independence  of  the  citizens  are  at  stake  and  the 
existence  of  a  republican  government  is  in  danger — we  think  it  a  great  hardship  that 
we  should  be  deprived  of  the  wisdom,  experience,  and  knowledge  of  men  whom  we 
have  once  trusted. 

Question,  You  do  not  answer  my  question  in  the  spirit  in  which  I  put  it.  I  will  pat 
it  in  another  form.  Are  your  people  of  opinion  that  Jefferson  Davis,  for  example,  who 
was  once  Secretary  of  War  and  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  and  who  subsequently 
violated  the  oath  that  he  took  when  he  entered  upon  those  4iigh  offices,  should  be 
trusted  a  second  time  to  hold  similar  offices,  after  having  thus  flagrantly  violated  his 
obligation  to  supp>ort  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  t 

Question,  My  opinion  is  ttiat  the  people  do  not  consider  that  Mr.  Davis,  or  any  othier 
representative  from  the  South  in  Congress  at  that  time,  violated  his  oath  by  leaving 
the  Senate  Chamber«or  the  House  of  B^presentatives ;  for  the  reason  that,  as  a  genenu 
thing,  we  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  State  sovereignty,  and  that  the  State  of  Alabama, 
for  instance,  or  the  State  of  Mississippi,  had  a  right  to  say  to  her  Representatives  in 
Congf^ss  when  they  should  stay  and  when  they  should  leave;  that  that  right  waa 
superior  to. any  other  right  in  the  land. 

Question,  Then  you  do  not  regard  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  as  pledging  the  one  who  takes  it  to  maintain  and  defend  the  Union  f 

Answer.  Not  in  opposition  to  the  interests  of  his  State. 

Question.' Ib  that  the  doctrine  held  by  the  democratic  party  to-day  in  Alabama  t 

Answer.  So  far  as  my  knowledge  of  the  democratic  party  is  concerned,  I  believe  that 
they  maintain  the  doctrine  that  the  States  should  not  be  interfered  with  in  their  inter- 
nal matters — in  their  munici{>al  laws ;  and  that  they  should  be  allowed  the  pri%ilege 
and  the  right  to  regulate  their  domestic  affairs.  That  is  what  I  understand  to  be  the 
doctrine  of  the  democratic  party ;  that  the  Federal  Government  should  not  interfere 
in  the  management,  direction,  and  control  of  State  matters. 

Question,  But  suppose  the  General  Government  does,  do  your  people  hold  that  the 
State  of  Alabama  has  the  right  to  secede  f 

Answer.  That  involves  the  question.  Senator,  it  seems  to  me,  of  all  the  theories  of 
this  Government. 

Question.  I  just  wanted  to  know  what  the  opinions  of  the  democratic  party  npoa 
that  question  are  to  be  in  Alabama  f 

Answer,  If  the  Federal  Government  does  interfere,  you  say,  with  the  affairs  of 
Alabama,  for  instance,  is  it  the  opinion — I  am  Just  finding  out  your  qaestion-— of  the 
democratic;  party  of  Alabama  that  the  State  ought  to  seced^tl^ed  by  v^'' 

Question.    Yes,  sir.  --^ 
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Mtmtf,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  answer  that  question  for  this  reason :  Even  if  we  wanted  to 
>ecede,  it  would  not  be  possible  nor  practicable,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  the  people  of 
Alabama  indorse  secession  or  approve  of  it. 

'By  Mr.  Rice: 
(iuatitm.  Do  they  indorse  the  right  of  secession  nnder  the  circnmstances  stated  ? 
By  Mr.  Blair: 

J>tu8Uijn,  Do  thev  not  consider  that  that  qnesiion  has  been  settled  by  the  rebellion 
y  and  entirely  f 

ianMT.  They  consider  that  the  war  and  its  results  have  forever  settled  the  question 
of  ieoesaion  in  thi^  Government 
(itutHon^  And  the  right  f 
iJMJocr.  And  the  right  of  it? 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qieestion.  Did  the  Greneral  Government  ever  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,  except  in  the  execution  of  the  acts  of  Congress  f 

Anmer,  We  believe  it  did,  in  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  we  have  got  now  in 
Alabuna. 

9K€s<i<m.  I  sp^ak  of  the  condition  of  affairs  before  the  war.  Had  the  General  Gov- 
ernment intervened  in  the  local  affairs  of  the  State  of  Alabama  before  the  rebellion  f 

iMwer.  I  have  never  read  of  the  General  Government  doing  so,  nor  do  I  recollect,  of 
my  own  personal  knowledge,  of  its  having  done  it ;  I  was  nothing  but  a  youth  when 
tira  war  began. 

Qvestum.  But  you  are  familiar  with  the  history  of  those  times  f 

A%wer»  Yes,  sir.   I  have  never  read  it.  .    . 

QK««fi<m.  Then^  in  your  opinion,  there  was  no  cause,  so  far  as  the  State  of  Alabama 
Was  concerned,  for  rebellion  T 

Jimcer.  I  dia  not  think  so :  I  did  not  think  there  was  any  just  cause  for  the  secession 
of  Alabama,  or  I  would  not  nave  done  what  I  did;  1  certainly  would  not  have  done 
H.  I  did  not  think  the  election  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  although  considered  by  our  people  as 
a  sectional  President  and  a  sectional  candidate — I  did  not  think  his  election  was  suffi- 
cient to  destroy  the  American  Union  and  break  down  all  those  memories  that  cluster 
around  it  to  the  pride  and  glory  of  the  people. 

^KesftOR.  And  you  do  not  think  that,  if  the  State  of  Alabama  had,  by  the  ordinance 
of  secession,  seceded  or  attempted  to  secede  from  the  Union,  and  had  joined  her  arms 
▼ith  those  of  the  people  of  the  Southern  States  in  attempting  to  make  that  secession 
jood,  that  this  afforded  any  pretext  or  Just  cause  whatever  for  the  General  Government 
to  interfere  in  tbe  local  amurs  of  the  State  of  Alabama? 

Answer,  I  thought  that  we  should  have  waited  until  there  was  an  overt  act  upon  the 
part  of  Mr.  Liuc^n  bv  which  the  yeace  and  the  liberty  and  the  contentment  that  were 
tten  in  our  land  wou'ld  have  been  interrupted  and  molested,  before  we  should,  have 
contemplated  secession. 

QifdHon,  You  do  not  comprehend  the  scope  of  my  question.  You  were  speaking  of 
tile  intervention  by  the  General  Government  in  the  internal  affairs  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, as  I  understood  youi 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  it  your  oi>inion  thtlt  what  the  State  of  Al&bama  had  done,  in  seceding 
^m  the  Union  and  joining  the  Southern  States  in  attempting  to  establish  and  main- 
tain an  independent  government,  afforded  no  just  pretext  for  the  General  Government 
to  interfere,  after  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  to  restore  the  Southern  States  to. 
their  normal  relations  with  the  General  Grovernmentf 

Anmter,  That  is,  after  the  war  f 

QMestum.  Yes,  sir. 

Ansieer,  Well,  my  opinion  about  that  is  that  the  interference  upon  the  part  of  the 
General  Government  in  the  establishment  of  State  governments  and  the  regulation  of 
State  affairs  was  injudicious  and  improper  at  the  time,  for  the  reason  that  the  people 
ought  to  have  been  allowed  to  estabhsh  those  governments  and  regulate  their  internal 
matters,  and  thereby  secure  for  the  Union,  against  which  there  was  some  prejudice, 
tliat  afi'ection  and  love  and  interest  which  would  best  be  secured  by  that  step,  ana 
none  other. 

Question.  You  do  not  think,  then,  that  the  people  had  disqualified  themselves  in  any 
manner,  by  going  into  this  rebellion,  from  exercising  as  they  formerly  did  the  elective 
franchise?  \ 

Answer,  My  opinion  about  that  is  that  we  never  lost  our  citizenship  in  the  United 
States  Government. 

Question,  Do  you  think  those  who  went  into  the  rebellion  committed  any  crime  T 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  from  my  stand-point,  I  think  they  did  not.  r^^^^^T^ 

ByMr.Bl^Ut:  Digitized  by  l^OO^lC 

Question.  If  the  Sonator  will  allow  me  to  interrupt  him,  suppose  they  had  committed 
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»  crime,  was  there  any  wav  ancler  the  Constitntion  of  the  United  States  bj  which  they 

could  be  punished  except  by  trial  in  court  f 
Answer.  That  was  the  only  remedy  knowpi  to  us. 
Question,  Known  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  f 
Anstoer.  I  am  speaking  about  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

By  theCHAiKMAN: 

Question,  Is  it  your  opinion  thait  those  persons  who  Toluntarily  went  into  the  army 
of  the  Confederate  States,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  maintaining  a  confeder- 
ate government,  were  guilty  of  the  crime  of  treason  f 

•   Anstoer.  I  do  not  believe  that  a  man  who  voluntarily  went  into  ^e  confederate 
army  is  guilty  of  the  crime  of  treason. 

Question.  You  do  not  believe,  then,  that  any  of  the  leaders  of  secession  were  guilty 
of  ti*eason  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  believe  they  can  be  pronounced  guilty  of  treason,  unless  they  are 
tried  under  the  Constitution,  and  so  convicted. 

Question,  My  question  is,  whether  any  who  went  into  this  rebellion  and  fought 
against  the  Government  were,  in  your  opinion,  guilty  of  the  crime  of  tret^n.  X  am 
not  speaking  of  the  mode  of  trial,  or  the  punishment. 

Answer,  You  just  want  my  opinion,  individually,  as  t(0  whether  I  believe  a  confed- 
erate soldier,  by  fighting  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  thereby  was  guilty  o£ 
treason  T  i 

Quesiion,  Yes.  sir. 

Answer.  To  tnat  I  answer  that  I  do  not  believe  that  he  was  guilty  of  treason. 

Question.  You  think,  then,  that  this  rebellion  was  no  crime  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  from  my  view  of  the  rights  of  the  States,  tly)  sovereignty  of  the 
States,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  American  people,  I  think  that  if  we  committed  aay 
crime,  the  Constitution  ^jointed  out  the  way  in  which  we  should  be  punished. 

Question,  My  question  is,  whether  you  think  any  crime  v»afi  committed  f 

Answer.  Moral  or  political,  do  you  mean,  Senator  f 

Question,  I  mean  to  ask  you  whether  any  crime  was  con^itted  again^  the  laws  of 
the  country  T 

Answer,  Not  according  to  our  acceptation  and  interpretation  of  those  laws. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question,  You  say  that  at  the  time  Alabama  seceded  you  did  not  think  there  was 
any  just  cause  for  her  doing  so  f 

Answer.  I  certainly  did  not  at  the  time. 

Question.  If  she  should  secede  to-day,  and  raise  an  aimy,  and  cosnmoaoe  an  attack 
on  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  would  that  be.  a  crime  against  the  laws  of 
the  United  States! 

Answer.  You  are  asking  me,  now,  a  question  about  things  t^t  are  not  possible,  or  at 
least  not  practicable. 

Question,  But  you  say  it  was  not  a  crime  then,  when  she  had  no  caus^  for  seceding 
I  ask  if  it  would  be  a  crime  to-day,  to  do  the  same  thins  f 

Answer.  My  opinion  about  that  is,  she  has  got — if  I  acknowledged  and  adnutted  ai^ 
such  thing  as  the  right  of  secession — that  she  has  got  a  much  better  riff  ht  to  secede  to- 
day, by  reason  of  the  interfeience  of  the  Federal  Government,  than  she  had  in  li^6l. 

Question.  Assuming  that  you  think  tliat,  would  it  be  a  crime,  to-day,  for  her  to  raise 
an  army  to  resist  the  United  States  f 

Answer,  I  am  clear  in  my  opinion  about  this ;  that  it  would  be  very  wrong  for  ua  to 
attempt  anything  of  that  kind. 

Question.  WouM  it  be  a  crime  against  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States? 

Answer.  From  my  interpretation  and  acceptation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States^  these  things  must  be  determined  by  the  manner  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
Constitution,  as  to  whether  a  man  commits  a  crime  or  not. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  crime  f 

Answer,  The  courts  must  determine  that ;  it  is  not  for  me  to  say  whether  it  is  a 
crime ;  I  cannot  pronounce  a  man  guilty  until  he  is  convicted. 

Quesiion,  I  will  assume  that  he  commits  a  certain  act;  that  they  raise  an  army  Uece 
to  resist  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  secede ;  would  that  be  a  orixne  agaiiiat  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  in  your  opinion  f 

Mr.  Blair.  Was  it  a  crime 

The  Chairman.  Let  him  answer. 

Answer,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  answering  any  question  you  ask  me  on  that  sotyeot. 
The  only  difficulty  I  have  is  in  understanding  you. 

Question.  Here  is  what  I  mean— and  it  is  with  the  object  of  getting  at  your  senti- 
ments, for  when  we  get  them  we  will  take  them  to  be  the  sentiments  of  a  couaiderame 
portion  of  the  people — whether  you  would  think,  if  the  State  of  Alabama  should  paais 
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„     >ef  aeoMsion  now,  and  shonldraiM  an  army  and  resist  the  laws  of  tbe 

halted  States,  and  the  forces  o£  the  United  States,  it  wonld  l)e  committing  ao  j  offense 
or  crime  asainst  the  C<mstitation  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Amwtr.  Mj  answer  to  that  is  this,  that  the  war  settled  all  questions  of  secession  and 
its  right. 

QiuiHoiL  Ba  yon  think  it  wonld  be  a  crime  now  f 

JiiMMr.  If  we  oome  forward  and  attempt  to  do  i^at  which  we  surrendered  and  sub- 
Botted  to  in  onr  surrender  at  Appomattox,  it  wonld  be  doing  that  which  was  wrong, 
be<aHise  it  would  entail  punishment  and  suffering  on  the  people  without  any  hope  of 
aooofflplishing  anything. 

Qumtknu  would  it  be  a  crime  f 

Anawer.  If  you  ^ilnk  dlAnnion  is  a  crime,  yon  tak^  it  as  such. 

Qfut^tm,  Ton  put  it  on  the  ground  of  policy— entailing  snffering j  I  put  it  on  the 
oiJrar  Tiew.  Even  if  you  had  as  good,  fttr  ho|>es  of  the  success  of  secession  as  you 
had  in  IQ&L  or  better,  would  it  be  a  crime  to  undertake  it  f 

Answer.  I  must  confess  that  I  am  at  a  very  great  loss  to  answer  a  question  based 
Vfon  a  supposition  which  has  no  feasibility  nor  practicability  in  it  whatever ;  I  do 
not  know  now  to  define  what  is  •  crime  nudcr  such  a  question.  I  wish  you  to  remem- 
ba  that  in 

QtutHon.  You  cannot  say  whether  It  would  be  a  crime  or  not  T 

Aiuwer.  I  cannot  answer  a  question  based  upon  a  supposition  which  has  nothing 
feasible  nor  practicable  in  it  whatever ;  to  such  a  question,  I  do  not  know  how  to  define 
what  a  crime  is ;  I  have  heretofore  answered  that  the  question  of  the  right  of  seces- 
aon  has  been  settled  by  the  issue  of  this  war,  which  I  believe  the  people  of  all  Ala- 
bama accept  in  good  faith ;  and  that  to  make  an  eftbrt  to  carry  the  State  of  Alabama 
oat  of  tbe  Union  again  would  be  wron^,  for  the  reason,  that  it  would  be  in  opposition 
to  tiiat  which  has  already  been  settled  by  the  arbitrament  of  the  sword ;  it  would  be 
tiOb  and  useless,  and  would  probably  entail  upon  our  people  great  suffering  and  great 
privations,  and  great  hardships,  without  the  slightest  benefit  coming  to  them  from  it. 

QutUmu  The  question  I  ask  yon  is,  whether  that  wrong  would  amount  to  a  crime 
agamst  the  laws  of  the  United  States ;  you  admit  there  would  be  a  wronj;. 

Answer.  If  I  was  oi}  the  Supreme  bench  of  the  United  States  I  would  give  a  Judicial 
opinion  as  to  what  a  crime  was. 

QiuBikm,  Can  vou  not  give  one  here  as  well  as  if  yon  were  there  f 

Anncer.  I  think  not. 

QuesMon.  You  C4mnot  give  that  opinion  f 

Answer.  Not  on  what  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Quttiom.  Did  the  people  of  Alabama  throughout  the  rebellion  levy  war  against  the 
Uoited  Stateftf 

Ansicer.  Tfaev  made  war  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Qass^om.  Did  the  i)eoi4e  of  South  Carolina  levy  war  against  the  United  States  when 
they  fired  upon  Fort  Sumter  f 

Answer,  lliat  was  a  declaration  of  war— so  understood  to  be. 

QnesHom.  Now,  Mr.  Kichardson,  I  ask  yon,  as  you  are  an  intelligent  gentleman  and  a 
lawyer,  whether  treason  against  the  United  States  does  not  consist  in  levying  war 
•gatast  them,  or  in  adhering  to  their  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort  T 

Answer.  I  believe  that  to  be  the  commonly  accepted  definition. 

QnesHom.  Is  not  that  the  definition  written  down  in  the  Constitution  itself  f 

Answer.  I  so  understand  it  to  be ;  and  that  is  the  definition  given  by  all  law-writers 
vpsfk  that  subject. 

QuesHom.  Accepting  that  as  the  definition  of  treason,  did  not  the  people  who  volun- 
tarily entered  into  tliis  war  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  commit 
treason? 

Answer.  That  would  involve  the  question.  Senator,  of  the  right  the  people  have  to 
rerolutionize ;  that  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  inalienable  and  inherent  rights  of  the  people. 

(inestion.  Does  it  cease  to  be  treason  because  it  is  revolution  f  Is  it  not  still  levying 
war  against  the  United  States  f 

Anmser.  It  nright  be  so  considered,  and  I  so  consider  it  myself,  as  being  a  resistance 
to  tyranny ;  but  in  resisting  tyranny,  and  attempting  to  preserve  our  inalienable  rights 
as  a  people,  I  do  not  think  we  commit  treason. 

Qwestist^.  You  do  not  think  that  levying  war  against  the  United  -States  under  the 
eiieuoistances  that  Alabama  and  other  Soufhem  States  levied  war  was  treason  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  treason  from  your  stand-point — ^from  the  stand-point  of  certain 
politieal  parties.    It  is  not  treason  from  my  stand-point  as  a  Southern  soldier.  • 

^wsHon.  Isit  treason  firom  the  stand-point  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  f 

Answer.  Are  yon  msking  now  for  my  own  mere  iudividnal  opinion  as  to  what  Reason 
hotmj  opiBioa  based  upon  what  has  been  acy  udicated  and  decreed  to  ke  treason  by 
tha  SQVrts  of  tbe  United  States  f  ti^ed  by  ^^ . 
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Question.  You  may  give  both,  if  you  please ;  yoa  are  not  limited  ia  your  aoswer. 

Answer.  1  have  Dever  seen  any  case  or  cause  a4jadicated  ia  tlie  courts  of  the  United 
States  where  any  man  |iakiog  part  in  the  war  on  the  side  of  the  South  has  been  ad- 
judged a  traitor ;. none  of  our  prominent,  or  public,  or  leading  men  have  been'deolared 
by  any  Judicial  proceeding  to  be  traitors  by  reason  of  their  part  and  their  conduct  in 
behalf  of  the  confederate  army. 

Question.  This  lenient  Government  has  qever  put  any  of  them  upon  triiJ  for  treason  T 

Answer.  Mr.  Davis. 

Question,  Was  he  put  upon  trial  ? 

Answer.  He  was  arrai^ed  for  treason  f 

Question.  Was  he  triea  t 

Answer.  My  recollection  of  that  matter,  from  what  I  have  read,  is  that  Mr.  Davis  was 
never  thoroughly  tried ;  that  he  was  frequently  arraigned  before  the  court,  and  £rom 
the  newspaper  reports  ne  was  anxious  and  ready  for  trial. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  not  the  court  decide  that  the  fourteenth  amendment,  in  imposing  a 
puuisbn^ent  upon  him  for  his  treason  by  depriving  hiqpi  of  the  rights  of  a  citizen,  ha^ 
inflicted  one  punishment  and  could  not  inflict  any  of  the  others  7 

Answer.  That  certainly  is  my  recollection  of  what  the  court  decided,  and  that  was  the 
cause  of  the  trial  not  ha\ing  been  carried  through.  That  is  the  only  case,  or  the  case 
that  nearest  approached  a  tnal,  and  a  definition  of  what  treason  was  so  far  as  partici- 
pation in  the  confederate  cause  involved  treason,  that  I  have  ever  heard  ofl 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  I  am  not  speaking  now  about  the  punishment  of  treason,  or  whedier  the 
fourteenth  amendment  sheltered  Mr.  Davis  from  a  conviction  of  the  crime  of  treason. 
I  simply  wanted  to  have  your  opinion  whether  Mr.  Davis,  in  what  he  did  during  thi^ 
rebellion,  from  Its  inception  to  its  close,  ever  committed  the  crime  of  treason  agains^ 
the  United  States? 

Anstoer.  1  think  cot,  sir ;  for  the  reason  that  Mr.  Davis  was  exercising  the  right  that 
every  citizen  has  to  revolutionize. 

Question.  If  that  right  then  existed,  Mr.  Bichardson,  in  1861,  4t  exists  now,  does  it 
not? 

Answer.  I  believe  that  is  one  of  the  natural  rights  that  God  has  given  us. 

QuesHon.  There  is  nothing  in  your  judgment,  Uien,  that  would  make  it  a  crime  in  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Alabama  to  rebel  again  at  any  time  when  they  thought  they 
had  sufficient  cause ;  do  I  understand  you  correctly  f 

Answer.  Not  to  that  extent. 

Question.  Please  explain,  then,  what  you  mean. 

Anstoer.  If  the  people  of  Alabama  were  tyrannized  over  by  those  in  authority  over 
them,  and  their  liberties  were  endangered,  and  they  were  to  be  oppressed,  about  to  be 
deprived  of  those  rights  which  God  gives  us  as  natural  rights,  the  right  of  liber ty,  the 
right  of  life,  and  the  right  of  property,  I  believe,  under  such  circumstances  as  ^ose, 
any  aM  every  people,  tne  people  of  Alabama,  and  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  or  any 
other  State,  have  a  right  to  rise  up  in  their  strength  and  set  aside  those  who  oppress 
them  and  attempt  to  take  away  their  liberties. 

Question.  They  could  only  be  tyrannized  over  by  the  execution  of  constitutional  laws^ 
in  the  framing  of  which  the  State  of  Alabama  had  a  part,  could  they  f 

Answer.  If  Alabama  had  a  part  in  framing  the  law,  and  her  people  were  represented 
in  fi*aming  that  law,  I  should  think  she  would  have  no  right  afterwai'd  to  resist  it.  She 
would  be  estopped  from  complaining  of  it. 

Qtiestion.  Was  not  the  State  of  Altibama  in  Congress,  and  had  she  not  a  fuU  voice  in 
the  framing  of  the  laws  at  the  time  Alabama  seceded  in  1861  f 

Answer.  Alabama  had  certainly  been  represented  iu  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
from  the  time  of  her  admission  into  the  Union  iu  1819 — at  least  history  so  reports  it  — 
up  to  the  d^of  her  secession. 

Question.  What  tyranny  had  been  exerted  over  the  people  of  Alabama  at  the  time  she 
went  into  the  rebellion  in  1861 T 

Answer.  I  have  stated  two  or  three  times  that  I  did  not  think  Alabama  had  a  right 
to  secede  formerly. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Had  she  a  right  to  revolutionize  at  that  timef 

Answer.  I  have  also  stated  that  I  believed  it  was  the  inaUenable  and  natural  right  of 
etery  f^ple  to  revolutionize  when  there  was  just  cause  for  it,  but  there  was  no  just 
cause  tor  revolution  or  for  secession  then.  Therefore,  I  believe — and  I  tMuk  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  people  1  have  associated  with,  and  the  opinion  of  the  miyority  of  Koitb 
Alabama— that  there  was  no  cause  either  for  secession  or  revolution  in  1861. 

Question.  Then  how  do  you  come  to  the  conclusion  that  when  they  levied^^ar  against 
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the  QoYenUnent,  if  they  bad  no  cause  for  ifc,  they  were  not  gniKy  of  treason  if  they 
kried  that  war  without  cause  f 

Antwer.  Ton  must  remember  that  between  that  time  and  the  firing  upon  Fort  Sumter 
75,000  men  had  been  called  out. 

By  the  Chatrman; 

Quegthn.  But  I  understood  you  to  say  this  75,000  had  been  called  out  pursuant  to 
m  act  of  Congress  to  which  Alabama  had  given  her  consent ;  is  not  that  so? 

Answer,  I  stated,  according  t-o  my  recollection  of  that  order — ^it  was  amidst  a  great 
deal  of  excitement — ^that  Mr.  Lincoln  in  it  recited  his  authority  for  calling  out  the 
troops,  and  said  it  was  for  the  suppression  of  revolts, /ebellion,  note,  tS&c.,  that  existed 
in  certain  parts  of  the  country.  • 

Question.  Does  not  every  sovereign  government  possess  the  same  power  that  was  ex- 
ercised by  Mr.  Lincoln? 

Answer,  I  believe  that  it  does. 

QmsHou,  Is  not  such  a  power  necessary  to  the  existence  of  the  Government — ^the 
power  to  call  upon  the  people  to  maintaiu  the  supremacy  of  the  laws,  and  to  put  down 
msarrection  against  those  laws? 

Answer.  Well,  if  I  were  to  answer  that  question  in  full,  it  would  carry  me  back  to  a 
recital  of  what  limited  knowledge  I  have  of  what  the  franiers  of  our  Constitution  in- 
tended in  its  organization  in  the  begiimin^^. 
.     Quention,  WeU,  I  do  not  care  about  opening  that  wide  field. 

Answer,  I  know  you  do  not  want  that.  As  to  the  rights  of  the  States  and  the  rights 
of  the  General  Government 

ByMr.  Blaib: 

Question.  I  woold  ask  if  there  were  not  a  largo  number,  probably  a  preponderance  of 
the  people  of  the  Southern  States,  who  held  the  doctrine  that,  under  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  they  had  the  right  of  peaceable  secession  T 

Answer.  There  was  a  large  number  of  them ;  a  minority  thought  that  way. 

Question.  That  doctrine  of  State  sovereignty  hud  been  propagated  in  this  country  for 
thirty  odd  years  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  by  the  leading  men  of  the  land. 

Question.  It  was  assumed  that  it  had  the  right  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  to  peaceably  secede. 

Question.  And  I  understand  you  to  say  now  that  that  pretension  of  theirs  was  sub 
mitted  to  the  arbitrament  of  the  sword,  and  decided  against  them  :  and  that  now  the 
I>eople  of  the  Southern  States  no  longer  hold  that  there  is  any  sucn  doctrine  or  right 
as  that  of  peaceable  secession  f 

Answer.  That  is  my  opinion. 

Question.  They  consider  that  decided  by  the  arbitrament  of  war  t 

Answer.  We  consider  that  question  settle<l  by  the  arbitrament  of  the  sword ;  that  it 
is  no  longer  a  question  in  this  country,  and  there  are  no  political  adherents  to  such  a 
theory. 

Question,  The  Senator  claims  that  it  was  the  leniency  of  the  Government  that  for- 
bade the  trial  and  conviction  of  large  numbers  of  the  people  of  the  South,  who  wei*e 
involved  in  this  rebellion,  for  treason.  Is  it  not  regarded,  on  the  contrary,  as  anything 
but  leniency  to  violate  tne  Constitution  and  pass  a  bill  of  attainder  depriving  vast 
nmnbers  of  the  citizens  of  the  South  of  their  rights  withoul  a  trial  ? 

Answer.  It  is  so  regarded  by  the  masses  of  the  people  with  whom  I  am  acquainted — 
that  it  is  anything  in  the  world  bu.t  leniency  to  pass  such  a  bill  of  attainder,  and  deprive 
them  of  their  rights  without  a  titEil. 

Question.  If  the  leaders  in  this  rebellion  had  been  tried,  convicted,  and  punished, 
would  it  not  have  been  regarded  by  the  entire  South  as  more  in  accordance  with  our 
Constitution,  more  in  accordance  with  the  dictates  of  humanity,  than  to  proceed,  in  vio* 
lation  of  the  Constitution,  to  punish  them  without  a  trial  T 

Answer.  We  would  have  looked  upon  the  trial  of  our  leaders,  even  their  conviction 
of  treason,  as  less  a  privation  and  loss  a  punishment  than  this  wholesale  deprivation  of 
onr  rights  as  citizens,  arid  forbidding  our  leading  men,  many  of  them,  to  hold  office  and 
exercise  the  rights  of  citizenship,  without  giving  us  a  trial  at  all. 

Question,  Could  there  have  be^n  a  more  inf^ous  imposition  upon  these  people  than 
to  make  them  the  prey  of  adventurers  and  plunderers,  as  has  been  done  by  the  recon- 
stmction  acts  of  Congress  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  any  punishment  could  have  been  devised  '^'hich  would 
have  been,  by  our  people,  considered  more  severe,  more  degrading,  and  more  humili- 
ating to  the  people,  than  that  act  by  which  was  thrust' upon  the  people,  and  int%  their 
oflSces,  men  who  were  unworthy  of  the  trust,  men  who  were  strangers  to  us,  and  men 
who  created  discord,  dissatisfaction,  and  discontent  throughout  the  whole  laud.  I  say 
our  people  consider  that  the  greatest  punishment  that  could  have  beeu  placed  upon 
them,    l^ey  look  upon  it  as  a  great  iniquity,  from  which  all  of  our  evils  flow. 
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By  the  Chaibman  : 

Question.  Yoa  speak  of  the  wholesale  depii vationff  of  the  lights  of  your  pe<^le.  What 
do  yoa  mean  by  that  f 

Answer.  I  mean  by  that,  that  soon  after  the  war  no  man  could  exercise  the  right  of 
citizen^ip  or  hold  office  who  had  held  a  certain  grade  in  the  confederate  army. 

Question.  Had  they  not  all  renounced  their  citizenship  of  the  United  States  when  they 
went  into  the  rebellion  f 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

QuestUm.  Did  they  stiUi  while  rebelling  against  the  (Government,  claim  to  be  citizens 
of  the  United  States  or  oitiiens  of  the  conf^erate  gorernment  f 

Answer.  They  claimed  to  be  citizens  of  the  confederate  government. 

Question.  Then,  had  they  not  renounced  their  citizenship  in  the  United  States? 

Answer.  Because  they  wdie  taxed— they  were  called  upon  to  admit  the  confederate 
government,  and  as  such,  they  were  citizens  de  facto. 

Question.  De  facto  of  the  confederate  government  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  1  am  peaking  of  those  who  willinely  entered  the  confederate  army  for  tho 
purpose  of  resisting  the  Government  of  the  itnited  States.  Did  they  still  claim  to  be 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  entitled  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States? 

Anstver.  Well,  my  answer  to  that  question  is  this.  Senator :  There  is  something  reci^ 
rocal  in  citizenship.  In  order  to  citi^nship,  to  discharxring  the  duties  of  citizenship, 
we  are  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  Government.  The  Government  had  ceased  to 
give  us  protection ;  therefore  we  were  not  citizens. 

Question.  Was  not  the  Government  fighting  to  give  you  protection  and  restore  the 
supremacy  of  the  law^  throughout  all  these  Southern  States  f 

Answer.  That  was  claimed  to  be  the  purpose  and  object  of  the  war— to  suppress  the 
rebellion. 

Question.  And  restore  the  supremacy  of  the  laws  t 

Answer.  And  restore  the  supremacy  of  the  laws. 

Question.  Was  not  the  Government^  then,  doing  all  it  could  to  extend  to  you  all  the 
rights  and  benefits  of  citizenship  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  suppose  that  the  Union  army,  from  its  condition  and  bearing,  so 
far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  upon  the  battle-field,  was  doing  everything  it  could ;  be- 
cause they  fought  gallantly  and  earnestly  whenever  I  saw  them,  and  I  nave  no  reason 
to  believe  that  they  were  not  true  and  zealous  in  attempting  to  put  down  the  rebellion. 

Question.  Now^  to  go  back  to  that  question  which  I  put  t^  you,  and  which  you  have 
not  answered,  and  to  which  I  desire  an  explicit  answer :  Did  those  meu  who  volunta- 
rily entered  the  army  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  took  up  arms  a^inst  the  General 
Government,  and  fouffht  the  General  Government,  claiin,  during  all  that  time,  to  be 
citizens  of  the  United  States  T* 

Answer.  They  did  not.    They  did  not  daim  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Question.  Did  they  not,  by  the  strongest  implication,  renounce  all  claim  to  citizen- 
ship T    Did  they  look  to  the  General  Government  for  protection  f 

Answer.  No,  sir:  they  did  not  look  to  the  General  Govepiment  of  the  United  States 
for  protection.  They  looked  to  the  Confederate  States  government  for  protection,  be- 
cause I  considered  myself  a  citizen  de  facto.  My  citizenship  was  in  abeyance  to  the 
United  States  Government.  It  was  to  be  determined  by  the  result  of  that  war  whether 
I  was  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  or  not. 

Question.  Were  you  fightine  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  that  citizenship  in  abey- 
ance, or  for  the  purpose  of  being  restored  a^in  to  the  citizenship  of  the  United  States  f 

Answer.  1  was  fighting  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  separate  and  independent 
government  from  the  united  States  Government.  If  we  had  succeeded,  J  would 
certainly  have  lost  my  citizenship  in  and  allecpance  to  the  United  States  Government. 
But.  having  fiuled,  that  abeyance  which  I  spoke  of  was  determined,  and  it  placed  me 
back  exactly  where  I  started — a  citizen  of  tne  United  States  Government. 

Question.  Ton  think  yon  became,  ipso  facto,  immediately  restored  to  all  the  rights  of 
citizenship? 

Anewer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Ton  think  your  efforts  during  three  or  four  years,  more  or  less,  to  dissolve 
the  Union  and  to  establish  a  separate  govemnicnt,  did  not  divest  you  of  a  single  right 
of  citizenship  as  a  citizen  of  the  Unit^  States  f     . 

Answer.  Under  the  Constitution,  I  do  not  believe  it  did. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 
Qu0tion.  Unless  convicted  in  court  t 
Anewer.  I  mean  that. 


By  the  Chairman :  ^g,.^^^  ^^ GoOqIc 

Question.  Yon  say  yon  were  approached  by  the  Ku-Klnx,  and  desired  to  Join  tlieir 
organization  t 
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Jntwer,  I  was,  sir. 

Qme$Uon,  More  than  once  f 

J»«fo*.  I  recollect  to  have  been  approached  at  one  time. 

QuesUon,  At  what  time  was  that  f 

Jmncar.  My  befit  recollection,  Senator,  is,  that  that  was  in  the  fall  of  1808. 

Quettiom^  ij  a  leader  in  the  Klan  f 

Answer.  I  will  give  the  circumstances. 

QwBsUon.  If  you  please. 

AHswer,  I  was  in  my  office  alone  and  a  gentleman  came  in,  a  stranger  to  me,  closed 
the  door  behind  him,  and  gave  other  evidence  that  he  desired  secrecy  and^rivacy  in 
the  matter,  which  attracted  my  attention.  I  asked  him  to  take  a  seat ;  he  pulled  a 
paper  out  of  his  pocket  and  handed  it  to  me.  I  asked  him  where  he  came  from.  He 
said  from  Limestone  County,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Saline  Springs ;  that  he  was  there 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  den  number  something,  I  have  forgotten  the  number, 
in  Limestone  County,  and  that  he  wanted  me  to  give  him  a  *'  precept.''  I  told  him  I 
knew  uothiug  about  any  such  organization  ;  that  I  was  not  acquainted  with  it ;  that 
I  waa  not  a  member  of  it,  aud  I  had  no  authority  in  the  matter,  whatever.  He  then 
said  to  me,  *^  You  need  not  be  afraid  of  me,''  or  something  in  words  to  that  effect ;  '*  I 
am  ^1  right;  yon  need  not  have  any  suspicion  of  ma  ;'  I  nave  got  the  papers  wit  a  mo 
which  show  that  I  am  one  of  you,"  talking  to  me  as  though  I  was  one  of  them.  Ho 
then  gave  me  a  certificate,  saying  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  Ku-Klux ;  that  he  was 
an  ri^ht,  sind  was  a  member  of  tne  Ku-Klux  Klan,  and  wanted  to  organize  a  den,  say- 
ing what  number,  &c.,  thwe  in  Limestone,  where  I  was  very  well  acquainted. 

Question,  You  were  then  living  in  Huutsvillo  f 

jlimcer.  I  was  living  here,  but  I  was  raised  there,  and  mixed  up  in  politics  there,  and 
knew  them  all.  I  then  questioned  him  particularly  abont  that  neighborhood.  He 
mentioned  several  names  of  citizens  living  there ;  I  told  him  it  was  singular  I  had 
never  met  him  ;  that  I  knew  the  people  of  that  neighborhood  very  well ;  I  had 
canvassed  there  and  knew  them  thoroughly,  and  it  was  singular  I  had  never  met  him. 
He  then  pulled  out  a  blue  book  with  all  the  orders,  and  forms,  and  symbols,  and  by- 
laws. I  looked  at  it,  and  told  him  I  knew  nothing  about  them  whatever,  aud  that  he 
must  excuse  me  from  having  any  further  interview  with  him  on  that  subject ;  that  I 
was  not  a  Kn-Klux,  and  had  no  right  or  authority  to  give  him  any  privilege  to  organ- 
ke  any  den  whatever.  Ho  then  left  me;  he  went  down  on  the  streets ;  I  staid  in  my 
office  five  or  ten  minutes  and  got  to  thinking  about  it,  and  I  apprehended  that  he  was 
Knt  there  for  a  purpose,  because  he  was  a  stranger.  He  had  alleged  that  he  had  come 
from  a  certain  part  of  Limestone  County,  with  the  people  of  which  I  was  well  ac- 
quainted, and  I  had  never  heard  of  his  name.  I  apprehended  that  there  was  some  pur- 
pose  to  get  me  committed  if  I  was  a  Ku-Klux,  and  thereby  get  me  in  trouble.  I  went 
down,  on  the  streets  to  hud  hin>  and  he  was  gone.  I  never  saw  that  man  from  that  day  to 
this.  My  opinion  is  that,  in  that  instance,  there  having  been  a  rumor  circulated  here, 
by  reason  of  my  going  down  that  night  and  holding  conversation  with  that  Ku-Klnx 
proceesion — with  some  man  unkuown.  to  me,  advising  him  to  leave  the  town — that  I  was 
c^nected  with  the  organization,  and  particularly  as  coming  from  Limestone  County  ; 
and  Colonel  Bradley,  a  republican,  having  told  me  I  was  in  danger  of  being  arrested, 
mentioning  ui^  name  in  connection  with  that  circumstance  and  some  other  names,  and 
laying  he  believed  I  was  not  a  Ku-Klux.  I  believe  the  approach  this  man  made  to 
me  was  to  find  out  whether  I  was  really  a  Ku-Klux  or  not,  and  to  have  me  indicted, 
and  give  me  trouble. 

Question.  Was  this  the  first  and  only  application  ever  made  to  you  to  become  a  mem- 
ber of  that  Klan  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  there  was  an  application  made  to  me,  not  directly ;  I  accepted  it 
as  an  application,  at  least  I  thougtit  it  was,  because  I  supposed  they  approached  men 
cautioosiy  to  find  out  their  views  before  a  direct  offer  was  made }  1  understood  it  was 
an  offer  to  me  to  join  the  Ku-Klux  made  here  in  this  connty. 
Quesiian.  When  was  that  Y 

Answer.  In  1868, 1  think;  I  know  it  was  earlier  than  this  affair  I  spoke  of.    It  was 
not  made  in  words  plain  and  unmistakable,  for  the  reason  that  I  had  expressed  myseli 
as  being  decidedly  in  opposition  to  the  organization,  believing  it  would  result  in  harm 
and  be  an  injury  to  the  people. 
Question.  Have  you  ever  read  the  constitution  of  the  order? 
Answer.  I  have  never  read  it. 
Qne^tion.  Have  you  ever  read  its  obligation  f 
Answer.  1  have  never  read  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  were  its  leaders  in  this  part  of  the  State  f 
Answer.  I  do  not. 

QmeBtion.  Have  you  no  Information  upon  that  subject  f 
Answer.  I  have  my  suspicions. 
Ouestion.  Are  your  suspicions  founded  on  what  you  regard  as  reliable  fnformation  f 

TT.  They  are  not.  ^gtzedW^ 

63a 
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Question,  Are  tbey  mere  suBpicions  ? 

Anstoer,  Mere  suspicions  and  coi^ectures  on  my  own  part,  for  this  reason :  I  believe  a 
great  many  of  the  young  men  of  this  country  at  that  time  were  in  that  organization,  and 
my  sentiments  here  were  so  publicly  expressed  about  that,  tbat  they  eschewed  any  in- 
terview or  intercourse  with  me  on*that  subject,  and  all  I  did  gather  as  to  who  the 
leaders  were  or  who  were  conducting  it,  was  mere  rumor,  which  I  do  not  think  was 
reliable. 

Question,  Have  yon  any  information  as  to  the  strength  of  the  order  in  Madiaon 
County  in  the  year  1868 1 

Answer,0o,  sir ;  I  have  not  any  information  as  to  its  strength.  I  could  make  a  sor- 
mise. 

Question,  Give  us  the  benefit  of  the  beet  opinion  you  have  on  that  subject 

Answer,  The  best  opinion  on  that  subject,  I  thiuk,  is  that  the  Ku-Klux  organization 
displayed  ita  strength  here  the  night  of  that  riot,  in  1868. 

QuesUon,  For  the  entire  county  T 

Answer,  I  think  so. 

Question,  I  understood  you  to  say  there  were  about  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and 
ftily  of  them. 

An9wer,  I  do  not  think  there  were  over  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

Question,  What  leads  you  to  suppose  that  the  entire  strength  turned  out  that  nigfat  f 

Answer,  Well,  as  I  stated  just  now,  it  was  a  mere  matter  of  surmise  on  my  own  part, 
of  the  vaguest  conjecture ;  they  did  not  talk  to  me  on  that  subject. 

Qttestion,  Do  you  know  how  they  happened  to  appear  in  the  streets  of  Hnntsville 
that  night  f 

Anstoer,  My  opinion  is,  they  were  induced  to  come  here  by  reason  of  the  threats  that 
had  been  made  that  they  could  not  come  here. 

Question.  When  were  those  threats  made  f 

Answer,  On  that  day,  Saturday. 

Question,  Do  you  think  theee  threats  could  have  reached  the  Ku-Elux  in  all  parts  of 
the  county  f 

Answer,  I  think  roost  of  the  Kn-Klux  in  Madison  County  were  within  the  corporate 
limits  of  Huntsville. 

Question,  Who  made  those  threats  f 

Answer,  They  were  made  variously  and  at  divers  places  during  the  day,  by  negroes. 
I  think  Mr.  Sheets  said  they  dared  not  come  here ;  that  they  could  go  into  Florence. 

Question,  Then  you  think  that  company  that  made  the  procession  that  night  were 
men  who  belonged  to  the  town  of  Huntsville  f 

Answer,  A  great  many  of  them  were ;  that  is  m^  opinion ;  there  is  nothing  definite 
about  that,  Wause  I  did  not  know  them.  My  views  were  in  opposition  to  theirs ; 
they  would  not  talk  to  me ;  there  may  have  been  some  of  my  companions  and  asso- 
ciates who  were  in  that  organization ;  I  do  not  know ;  they  knew  my  sentiments,  and, 
of  course,  avoided  conversation  with  me  on  that  subject. 

Question,  How  many  troops  were  here  at  that  time  Y 

Anstoer,  I  think  there  was  a  regiment.  ^ 

Question,  Where  were  they  stationed  t 

Answer,  They  were  stationed,  I  understood,  a  half  a  mile  west  of  the  town,  on  the 
property  owned  by  Mr.  Rhett;  there  was  a  guard,  I  do  not  know  of  how  many  men  it 
consisted,  one  block  from  the  square,  the  Calhouu  House. 

Question,  On  that  night  f 

Answer,  On  that  night. 

Question,  How  large  was  that  detachment  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  there  was  always  a  guard  about  there ;  I  do  not  know  how 
many  were  kept  there. 

Quoslion.  Do  you  think  the  presence  of  the  troops  that  night  had  any  induence  upon 
the  rutirinff  of  the  Ku-Klux  Rlan  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  had.  I  know  I  stated  to  those  men  with 
whom  I  conversed,  that  the  troops  would  lie  on  the  square,  and  that  it  would  be  their 
duty  to  tAke  steps  against  them,  and  that  would  bring  about  a  very  unfortunate  con- 
flict. And  now  I  remember,  this  man  stated  to  me  as  we  stood  there,  that  they  did 
not  desire  any  conflict  with  the  United  States  troops — none  at  any  time. 

Question.  Do  yon  think  they  were  strong  enough  to  have  met  the  United  States 
troops  upon  equal  terms  T 

Anewer,  O,  no,  sir ;  nothing  like  it. 

QuiCstUm,  It  is  possible,  then,  that  their  withdrawal  was  influenced  somewhat  by  the 
fact  that  they  would  get  into  a  collision  with  the  United  States  troops  if  they  under- 
took to  Are  on  the  negroto  T 

Anetoer,  1  think  they  were  influenced  by  that  fact,  becans^  I  stated  it  to  them.  I 
think  they  stated  that  they  did  not  want  any  conflict  with  the  United  States  troops;  it 
would  bring  punishment  upon  the  people,  and  be  an  unfortunate  affair  to  the  conunn- 
Aity .   In  addition  to  that,  I  told  them  not  to  couie  back,  because  they  would  get  into  eon- 
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flict  with  the  citizens  and  involve  bloodshed,  and  probably  the  town  would  be  fired, 
and  great  evil  wonld  resnlt. 

Qnetiion.  I  wish  you  would  look  over  the  preamble  of  this  act  of  the  legislature  of 
Alabama  for  the  suppression  of  secret  organizations  of  men  disguising  themselves  for 
purposes  of  crimes  and  outrages,  approved  December  26, 1868 ;  and  after  you  have  read 
it  over,  I  will  ask  you  a  question  based  upon  that  act. 

Answer.  [After  reading  it.]  I  have  read  it. 

Question.  I  desire  to  ask  you  whether  the  condition  of  things  in  Alabama  recited  in 
this  preamble  was  true  at  that  time  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  that  this  preamble  was  true  at  the  time,  and%et  I  would 
rather  have  that  law  to  remain  among  the  State  laws  of  Alabama  to-day  than  not ; 
yet  I  do  not  believe  that  at  the  time  ofits  passage  that  preamble  was  true. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Quesiion.  Was  not  the  law  very  bitterly  assailed  and  denounced  throughout  the 
State  at  the  time  of  its  passage  by  the  Alabama  legislature  f 

Annoer.  It  was. 

Question.  Especially  by  the  democratic  party. and  democratic  partisans? 

Answer.  It  was  assailed  and  denounced  by  reason  of  its  recital  of  what  purported  t-o 
be  the  truth,  but  which  we  considered  was  false.  , 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  not  believe  there  was  a  secret  organization  in  many  parts  of  the 
State,  formed  of  men  who,  under  the  cover  of  masks  and  other  disguises,  and  armed 
with  knives,  revolvers,  and  other  deadly  weapons,  issued  from  the  places  of  their  ren- 
dezvous in  bands,  mounted  on  horses,  disguised,  in  the  hours  of  the  night,  and  that 
they  committed  violence  and  outrages  upon  peaceable  and  law-abiding  citizens— do 
you  not  believe  that  that  was  true  at  that  timet 

Answer,  I  believe  there  was  an  organization,  say,  in  the  county  of  Madison,  at  that 
time,  that  went  in  disguise,  I  do  not  believe,  as  that  preamble  recites,  that  houses  were 
pillaged  and  that  lawlessness  of  that  kind  was  committed. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
QuesUon,  Did  they  go  armed? 
Answer,  1  never  saw  them  bat  once. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  THy  you  speak  now  for  the  whole  State  of  Alabama? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Quesiion.  For  what  part  do  you  speak  ? 

Answer.  1  speak  more  particularly  for  the  counties  of  Limestone,  Madison,  Lawrence, 
Lauderdale,  Morgan,  and  Franklin. 

Question.  Do  you  not  believe  there  were  such  disguised  bands  in  existence  in  attthose 
eoQDties  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  there  were  in  Limestone  and  in  Lauderdale ;  as  to  whether  they 
WCTe  Ln  Colbert  I  have  no  opinion. 

Question.  You  believe  they  were  in  existence  in  Madison? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  stated  that  already. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  they  entered  the  houses  of  peaceable  citizens  in  the  hours 
of  night  while  they  were  thus  masked,  disguised,  and  arm^? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  their  doing  it. 

Question.  Do  you  not  believe  they  were  mounted  upon  horses  that  were  disguised  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  And  that  they  rode  about  the  country  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  them  riding  through  this  town. 

Question.  Did  they  ride  about  the  country,  too  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  If  they  did  not  enter  the  houses  of  people,  what  was  their  mission  ?  what 
were  they  riding  through  the  country  in  disguise  for  ? 

Anstcer.  The  only  time  I  ever  saw  them  armed  was  here  in  HuntsviUe,  when  they 
came,  in  my  opinion,  by  reason  of  the  threats  that  had  been.made. 

QvesUon.  You  have  told  us  about  that ;  I  do  not  care  about  that  transaction.  Have 
you  any  information  of  their  riding  about  the  country  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  Limestone  County. 

Question.  What  was  their  mission  there? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  they  rode  into  Athens  and  rode  out  without  any  guns. 

Question.  Is  that  the  only  instance  you  have  heard? 

Answer.  I  was  at  a  public  meeting  near  Willow  Springs,  in  Limestone  Cointy.  When 
^tey  came  np,  I  was  speaking.  They  rode  within  ten  or  fifteen  steps  of  the  st^d,  an*' 
eMted  merriment  among  the  women  and  children ;  they  were  unarmed. 
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Question,  Have  you  not  heard  of  many  instances  where  ineD,  disguised,  mounted,  aud 
armed,  have  molested  peaceable  people  in  the  night-tin^3 1 

Answer,  I  have  heard  of  various  instances  where  the  Ku-Klus  were  charged  to  have 
taken  men  out  and  whipped  them. 

Question.  Do  you  not  believe  these  accounts  to  be  true  f 

Answer.  I  do  not,  iu  all  instances. 

Question,  How  do  you  distinguish  between  the  true  and  the  false  t 

Answer,  For  this  reason,  that 

Question,  I  am  speaking  of  instances  of  outrages  committed  within  the  last  eighteen 
mouths. 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  of  any  outrages  committed  about  that  time,  in  1868,  when 
that  act  was  passed.  I  could  refresh  my  memory.  Doubtless  there  are  some,  but  the 
outrages  conmiitted  witliin  eighteen  months,  I  think,  have  been  committed  by  high- 
waymen and  robbers. 

Question,  At  ifbe  time  this  act  was  passed,  do  you  think  that  would  have  been  put  on 
the  statute-book  uuless  there  was  such  a«coudition  of  thiuj^  as  is  recited  in  it  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  the  fact  that  it  is  on  the  statute-book  is  an  evideuco  that  it 
is  true,  for  the  reason  that  the  Alabama  legislature  was  then  composed  of  the  descrip- 
tion of  men  I  have  briefly  described  to  this  committee,  aud  who  created  such  dissatiti^ 
factioD. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  that  the  recitals  of  this  preamble  were  wholly  false  T 

Answer.  I  have  not  said  so. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  they  were  partly  so  t 

Anstcer,  1  believe  it  was  true  to  this  extent,  that  there  was  a  secret  organization  in 
this  State  at  that  time,  that  rode  about  on  horses,  disguised  themselves,  aud  their 
horses  disguised. 

Question,  What  were  they  doing  t 

Amwer.  What  they  did  was  mere  hearsay.  They  were  reported  to  have  taken  people 
out  at  different  times.    Whether  they  did  it  or  not,  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  Taken  them  out  from  where? 

Atisicer.  From  their  premises  and  homes. 

Question,  What  then  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  What  was  it  said  they  were  taken  out  for  T 

Ansiaer,  One  thing  and  another.  In  one  instance  that  occurred  up  here  in  the 
northern  paii;  of  the  county,  they  said  they  took  a  fellow  out  because  he  interfered 
with  his  neighbors'  labor-system. 

Question,  What  was  done  with  the  people  taken  out  of  their  homes  f 

Answer,  According  to  what  I  heard  ? 

Question,  Yes,  sir ;  according  to  your  information. 

Answer.  I  heard  that — ^for  iustance,  the  man  taken  out  in  the  northern  part  of  this 
county — it  was  said  that  he  was  whipped,  because  he  interfered  with  his  neighbors' 
labor^ystem.    Whether  truly  or  not,  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  Was  he  a  white  man  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  these  outrages  i-eported  in  the  newspapers  at  the  timof 

Answer.  I  thiuk  Mr.  Figures  reported  almost  all  of  them. 

Question,  Did  the  democratic  newspapers  publish  accounts  of  these  outrages  t 

Anstcer,  Really,  I  could  not  tell;  I  do  not  remember.  Mr.  Young  was  a  democratic 
editor,  and  Mr.  Clay,  here.    I  do  not  know  whether  they  reported  them  or  not. 

Question,  Mr.  Figures  was  the  republican  editor  t 

Anstcer,  Y'es,  sir. 

Question.  He  reported  them  1 

Answer,  I  remember  he  repoi-ted  this  case ;  it  may  be  Mr.  Young  did  too. 

Question,  If  there  were  other  outrages  committed  by  these  disguised  bands  in  the 
night  or  day  time,  the  democratic  papers  of  Huntsvillo  did  not  report  their  existence  t 

Answei',  I  say  I  do  not  know  whether  they  reported  them  or  not. 

Question.  Were  you  not  a  reader  of  the  papers  t 

Anstcer,  One  of  them. 

Question.  You  kuow  whether  that  paper  reported  them  or  not  f 

Answer,  The  reason  I  remember  that  Mr.  Figures  has  been  iu  the  habit  of  reporting 
these  cases  was,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  making  political  capital  of  them. 

Question,  Do  you  think  the  cases  be  reported  were  false  or  true  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  false  or  not.  I  have  no  recol- 
'.ection.      • 

Question,  Did  the  democratic  paper  report  the  same  cases  Mr.  Figures  reported  t 

Answer.  I  said  my  opinion  was  Mr.  Figures  reported  these  cases,  and  that  is  my  best 
recollection.    I  cannot  specify. 

Qui:stion.  My  questi.>:)  is,  whether  the  democratic  paper  you  read  repoi'ted  the  same 
cases  of  outrages  that  Mr.  Figures'e  paper  reported. 
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Jmwer.  John  W.  young  was  the  democratic  editor.here.  He  was  not  very  apt  at 
getting  np  incidents.  He  was  not  a  very  good  editor,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  ho 
reported  them  or  not.  I  know  there  was  a  great  complaint  here  for  a  long  time  about 
YonDg  publishing  a  bad  paper.  Whether  he  reported  these  various  incidents  or  not,  I 
cannot  say.  If  I  were  to  state  from  the  best  of  my  recollection  and  ray  impression 
about  the  matter,  I  would  state  that  Toung  reported  some  of  them ;  at  least,  such  as 
he  could  hear  of. 

QuitioH.  He  must  have  heard  of  them  at  the  time  they  were  committed  f 

Answer,  He  may  have  heard ;  I  cannot  state.  I  would  pick  up  his  paper  and  read  it 
m  the  morning  at  breakfast ;  and  even  if  he  did  report  them,  I  would  forget  it  in  an 
boor  or  two. 

Question,  So  you  have  not  any  recollection  whether  the  democratic  paper  here  re- 
ported these  cases  as  they  occurred  or  not  f 

Answer,  I  have  not  any  recollection  whether  it  did  or  not. 

Question,  But  you  have  a  recollection  that  the  republican  paper  did  T 

Answer,  My  general  impression  is,  that  Mr.  Figures  generally  reported  these  cases. 

Question,  Why  could  you  remember  the  printed  matter  of  Mr.  Figurcs's  paper  rather 
tban  the  democratic  paper  f 

Answer^  Simply  for  the  reason  we  believed — the  democrats  here — that  Mr.  Figures  was  ' 
reporting  all  these  cases  for  the  purpose  of  political  aggrandizement  and  political  ends. 

Question,  Why  did  not  your  democratic  paper,  if  the  cases  Mr.  Figures  reported 
were  untrue,  contradict  f 

Answer.  I  have  not  said  the  cases  Mr.  Fignres's  paper  reported  were  untrue. 

Question,  Do  you  think  they  were  true  ? 

Answer,  I  have  no  opinion  on  that  subject. 

Question,  You  read  tuem  in  that  paper  f 

Answer.  WelU  yes,  sir;  I  have  seen  some  of  themr  I  cannot  tell  you  now  what  cases 
1  have  seen  in  his  paper. 

QuesUon,  Were  the  cases  he  reported  denounced  at  the  time  as  untruths,  as  fklse- 
boodsf 

Answer,  I  cannot  answer  whether  they  were  denounced  as  untrue  or  not.  I  remem- 
ber to  have  conversed  with  Mr.  Figures  on  one  occasion  about  a  case  that  took  place  in 
Limestone  County,  and  to  have  told  him  what  I  believed,  was  the  correct  version  of 
the  matter. 

Question,  You  say  the  laws  are  not  executed  promptly  and  efficiently.  I  under8too<l 
yon  to  make  that  answer  to  a  question  by  General  Blair.  Did  you  refer  to  the  present 
thnef 

Answer,  I  did  not ;  I  referred  to  the  past.  I  was  questioned  by  General  Blair  as  to 
the  efficiency  with  wbich  the  law  was  executed  in  this  and  other  counties,  and  I  stated 
I  did  not  believe  the  laws  were  executed  efficiently  under  the  administration  of  Joseph 
P.Doyle,  who  is  sheriflf  of  Ma^lison  County. 

Question,  Is  Mr.  Doyle  a  northern  or  southern  man  t 

Answer,  A  southern  man— a  republican. 

Question,  How  lon^  since  he  vacated  the  office  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  is  six  or  eight  months  since. 

QuesHon,  Up  to  that  period  the  laws  were  not  executed  promptly  and  efficiently  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  thiuK  they  were. 

QuesUon,  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  you  do  not  know  of  a  single  instance  in  Mad- 

■on  County  where  a  man  has  been  brougnt  to  trial  and  conviction  for  having  commit-. 
ted  an  outrage  upon  property,  person,  or  life,  in  connection  with  these  disguised  bands 
ofmenf 

Answer,  I  stated  that  divers  parties  had  been  arraigned. 

Question.  My  (question  is,  whether  there  has  been  a  single  conviction  in  this  county  of 

a  Diau  because  of  his  being  connected  with  these  disgui^  bands  of  men. 
Answer.  1  have  not  heard  of  a  single  conviction,  nor  db  I  know  of  one ;  but  I  do 

know  of  several  trials  that  have  taken  place  here,  of  men  charged  with  having  com- 
mitted offenses,  under  the  Ku-Klux  law. 
Question.  Do  you  draw  the  inference  from  that,  that  no  such  outrages  have  been 

committed,  or  that  they  have  been  committed  under  such  circumstances  that  the  proof 

of  the  guilt  of  the  accused  could  not  be  obtained  T 
Answer.  My  conclusion  upon  that  is,  that  the  trial  established  the  innocence  of  the 

parties  charged. 
QuGition.  Do  you  draw  the  inference  from  that  that  no  Ku-Klux  outrages  have  been 

committed  in  Madison  County  f 
Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question,  You  think,  then,  such  outrages  have  been  committed  t 
Answer.  1  do  think,  under  that  law  of  1868,  that  men,  according  to  that  law,  nave 

mcnned  its  penalty  ;  they  have  gone  in  disguise ;  they  have  ridden  disguised  through 

the  country  on  horses  disguised,  and,  according  to  that  law,  they  have  incurred  its 

penalty. 
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Question.  But  in  no  other  way  than  having  worn  disgnises,  and  ridden  through  the 
country  T 

Anmoer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  outrage,  Senator,  that  has  been  committed ;  therefore 
I  could  not  pass  upon  the  innocence  or  the  ffuilt  of  a  party.  I  do  not  know  of  any  my- 
self. I  have  heard  that  A  and  B,  C  and  D  liave  suffered  in  such  and  such  a  way  from 
disguised  men.  I  take  it  for  panted  that  the  officers  of  the  law  should  do  their  duty. 
It  is  always  considered  so  until  the  contrary  is  shown. 

Question,  Then  you  disbelieve  these  reports  f 

Anewer.  As  to  the  truth  of  them  f 

Queetion.  Yes,  sir, 

Answer,  I  did  disbelieve  them  as  a  general  thing,  because  I  thought  they  were  cireu- 
lated  for  political  purposes. 

By  Mr.  Rice: 

Question,  State  if.  in  these  trials,  these  men  did  not  prove  that  an  offense  had  been 
committed  under  toe  law,  and  was.  it  not  a  lack  of  proof  to  identify  those  who  com- 
mitted it  that  caused  the  acquittals? 

Answer.  I  will  answer  by  referring  a^ain  to  the  case  of  Martin,  who  was  tried  here, 
and  another  eentleman  whose  name  I  have  forgotten.  They  were  charged  with  hav- 
ing committed  an  offense  under  the  Ku-Klux  act ;  that  was,  shooting  a  negro  named 
Prior  Turner.  It  was  clearly  proven,  beyond  question,  that  the  necro  was  shot ;  but 
who  shot  him,  how  he  was  shot,  and  when  he  was  shot,  were  not  at  fOl  proved ;  and  Mr. 
Figures,  who  was  the  justice  of  the  peace,  discharged  those  parties  on  account  of  the 
lack  of  that  proof.  Turner  did  not  show  iiow  he  was  shot,  when  he  was  shot,  or  who 
shot  him,  but  the  fact  was  shown  in  court  that  he  was  shot. 

Question.  Bat  the  offenses  in  all  these  trials  are  proved,  yet  they  fail  to  show  who 
committed  them.    They  prove  that  the  violence  has  been  committed  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  do  in  all  cases. 

Question.  As  far  as  you  know  f 

Answer.  In  that  one  they  did.  The  physician  testified  to  it,  and  there  was  Turner 
on  the  stand,  who  showed  the  wound,  but  who  he  was  shot  by  was  not  proven. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Then  you  kre  not  satisfied,  as  I  understand  you,  from  the  information  that 
has  come  to  you,  that  those  outrages  have  been  committed  by  men  in  disguise,  banded 
together? 

Afiswer.  1  am  not  satisfied,  Senator,  that  the  various  rumors  about  outrages  are 
all  true ;  and  am  not  at  all  satisfied  that  they  were  all  committed  by  the  Ku-Klux  or- 
ganization. 

Question.  I  am  not  inquiring  just  now  what  names  the  organizations  were  known  by, 
or  for  what  purpose  they  wore  organized  ;  I  was  simply  inquiring  wbetlior  you  believe 
the  fact  to  have  existed  in  the  past,  tbat  numerous  people  were  visited  in  Madison. 
County,  in  the  hours  of  night,  by  bauds  in  disguise,  and  taken  from  their  liomos  and 
whipped,  or  otherwise  outraged  ? 

Answer.  Whether  I  believe  what  rnmors  I  heard  or  not  ? 

Question.  I  did  not  ask  you  that  question.  1  ask  whether  you  know  the  fact,  that 
numbers  of  people  have  been  visited  iu  Madison  County,  in  the  hours  of  the  night,  by- 
bauds  in  disguise,  and  taken  from  tbcir  homes  and  whipped  or  otherwise  outraged  f 

Answer.  I  did  not  believe  the  truth  of  all  the  rumors  that  I  heard  about  people  being 
visited  at  night  by  disguised  men  and  taken  from  their  homes  and  whipped  and  other- 
wise maltreated. 

Question.  How  do  you  distinguish  between  the  rumors;  give  us  the  rule  by  whiob 
you  distinguish  rumors  to  be  believed,  and  those  to  be  disbelieved  ? 

Answer.  I  distinguish  in  this  way:  I  knew  of  one  instance  where  the  party  charg€»d 
that  he  was  shot  by  disguised  men,  and  the  proof  was  that  the  men  whom  he  ohar^^ed 
as  having  been  ther§  in  disguise  were  not  there  at  all. 

Question,  Was  it  proved  tliat  there  were  no  men  there  in  disguise  ? 

Anstoer.  The  proof  in  that  particular  instance  was,  that  from  an  hour  to  .an  hoar 
and  a  half,  if  I  recollect  right — the  trial  occurred  some  time  since— from  an  hoar  to 
an  hour  and  a  half  before  certain  firing  took  place  in  the  streets  of  Madison  Station, 
three  disguised  men  were  seen  to  pass  through  that  town.  That  is  my  recollection, 
of  the  proof  in  that  instance. 

Question.  What  instance  do  you  refer  to  ? 

Anstoer.  The  instance  of  Turner. 

Question.  Were  they  wearing  the  Ku-Klux  disguise  ? 

Answer,  They  were  disguisea  in  some  gix)te8quo  manner. 

Question.  After  the  similitude  of  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Ansxcer.  My  recollection  is  that  they  had  on  conical  hats  and  long  gowns  and  their 
horses  were  not  disguised.  C^nr\cs\(> 

Question.  Is  that  the  common  disguise  of  the  Ku-Klux  ?    ^'^^^  ^^  vjvj^^gis^ 
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Aiuwer.  it  is  my  recolleotion  that  they  wore  tall  hats.    They  rode  around  the 

aqoaio.    They  did  not  have  any  uniform.    As  a  general  thing  the  En-Klns  wear  tall 

eonicil  hats,  and  hoods  oyer  their  faces  with  holes,  and  long  ^owns  which  are  some- 
times black. 
Questim,  Did  yon  ever  read  the  consUtation  of  the  Loyal  League  f 
Jnwer.  I  never  did. 

QHesiion,  Ton  never  was  in  one,  of  coarse  f 
Anttrer.  I  never  was. 

Quentian,  Yon  know  nothing,  then,  of  your  own  knowledge,  of  their  constitution  f 
An$wer,  I  do  not. 

QitesHon.  Their  meetings,  however,  I  understand  you  to  say,  were  in  open  daylieht  f 
Answer.  At  one  time  in  Limestone  County,  in  the  latter  part  of  1868, 1  think    it 
WM,  they  held  their  meetings,  if  I  remember  aright,  on  Saturday  evening,  in  the  upper 
room  of  an  old  dru^-store. 
Questum.  After  night  T 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  in  the  day-time. 
Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  their  meeting  after  night  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  this  town. 

Question.  Did  they  wear  any  badges  to  distinguish  them  as  members  of  the  Loyal 

Leagnet 

Anstosr.  I  have  never  heard  of  any. 

Quisstwn.  Did  they  have  any  disguise  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  any. 

Question.  Did  they  go  armed  f 

Answer.  I  understood  that  at  the  colored  church  here,  when  the  League  met,  senti- 
Beb  were  stationed — armed  men. 

Questhn,  Did  you  understand  that  the  members  of  the  Loyal  League  were  armed — 
that  that  was  one  of  their  rules  T 

Answer.  1  have  heard  that  in  the  election  excitement  in  1868  they  attended  their 
meetiogs  armed ;  that  was  the  general  understanding  of  our  people. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  all  the  negroes  who  belonged  to  these  Loyal  Leagnes 
bad  arms? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  all  had  arms  or  not ;  I  api  simply  stating  what 
^as  the  current  rumor  here ;  whether  it  was  reliable  or  true  I  cannot  state.  The  be- 
lief was  that  the  negroes  generally  went  to  the  Loyal  Leasues  armed. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  it  was  one  of  the  objects  of  that  Lea^e,  if  you  never 
bave  Been  its  constitution  and  by-laws,  tokistill  animosity  and  prejudice  Into  the  minds 
of  the  negroes  against  the  native  southern  white  people  f 

Answer.  I  stated  that  it  was  my  opinion  abont  the  purpose  and  object  of  the  League. 
It  was  derived  from  the  common  opinion  of  the  public ;  and  that  was,  that  the  object 
aud  purpose  of  the  League  was  to  create  and  establish  more  firmly  the  animosity  of 
tbe  negroes  against  the  native  white  people  of  the  South. 

Question.  When  you  speak  of  the  opinion  of  the  public,  do  you  mean  the  opinion  of 
the  democratic  party  t 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  That,  in  your  definition,  means  the  public  f 

Anrwer.  The  white  public  here. 

Question.  You  never  heard  any  republican  say,  did  you,  that  that  was  one  of  the  ob- 
jects of  this  League  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  Colonel  Nick  Davis 

Question.  You  need  not  quote  him ;  we  do  not  recognize  him  as  a  republican  in  good 
standing. 

Ansvfer,  He  voted  for  General  Grant  and  Mr.  Colfax,  who  were  the  republican  can- 
didates. 

Question.  I  am  asking^-- — 

Answer.  Y^ou  asked  me  if  I  did  not  hear  a  republican ;  I  was  going  to  answer  that 
qnestion,  when 

Question.  I  say  to  you  that  I  disavow  Mr.  Davis  being  a  republican  in  good  standing, 
recognized  by  the  republican  party.  I  mean  to  say  that  I  do  not  want  you  to  quote 
bim  as  anthority  in  answer  to  that  q^^estion. 

Answer.  Very  good,  I  will  not  quote  him. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  recognized  republican,  acting  in  harmony  with  the  party, 
who  has  upon  any  occasion  stated  that  it  was  one  of  the  objects  of  this  Loyal  League 
to  instill  animosity  and  prejudice  into  the  minds  of  the  negroes  against  the  southern 
white  people  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  want  to  revert  to  that  which  the  chairman  of  the  committee  has 
enjoined  upon  me  not  to  mention — that  is,  the  standing  of  Mr.  Davis  as  a  republicab 
in  tbe  republican  party  of  this  county.  He  has  been  the  mouthpiece  of  the  republican 
party  in  this  county  for  a  long  time.    I  have  heard  him  in  public  speeches ;  and  if  the 
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chairman  chooses  to  stop  me  now  Srom  telling  what  he  said  abont  the  Loyal  League,  I 
will  stop. 

Queaiion,  I  prefer  thafr-you  make  your  answer  to  my  question  by  qaoting  some  other 
authority. 

Answer,  Then  I  cannot  quote  any  other  authority— republican  authority. 

Question,  1  think  that  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  knew  of  no  act  of  violence 
that  was  committed  under  the  auspices  or  authority  of  this  Loyal  League? 

Answer.  I  know  of  none,  sir ;  no  maltreatment  nor  any  injury  done  to  any  person 
that  I  know  of. 

QuesHan.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  was  oi-ganized  or  formed  to 
be  a  check  on  the  Loyal  Leagues  and  a  terror  to  evil-doers.  What  do  you  mean  by  the 
latter  clause  T 

Answer,  I  mean  that  it  was  a  natural  consequence  of  any  such  war  as  the  States  had 
been  engaged  in  that  after  its  close  some  people  would  be  lawless,  and  that  tbey  would 
be  unrestrained.  There  was  no  doubt  in  the  world  that  there  were  such  men  in  this 
country,  and  that  that  was  one  of  the  results,  and  natural  results,  of  a  rovolution  of 
such  magnitude  as  we  had  been  engaged  in. 

Question.  Ajid  your  opinion  was  that  that  was  one  of  the  objects  of  the  formation  of 
the  Ku-Kluz  Klan  f 

Answer.  I  think  that  it  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  being  a  check  upon  the  Loyal 
League,  and  at  the  same  time  to  direct  and  control,  in  company  with  the  civil  law, 
other  wrongs,  committed,  I  believe,  by  certain  evil-doers  that  we're  nondescript,  so  Car 
as  political  parties  were  concerned. 

Question.  Will  you  tell  how  you  came  to  know  what  the  purposes  of  these  Kn-Klux 
were  f  If,  as  I  understood  you  to  say,  you  never  read  their  constitution  nor  by-laws, 
and  were  not  in  communication  with  any  of  the  moml>ers  of  that  Klan,  and  never  re- 
ceived the  secrets  of  their  order  from  them,  what  means  have  you  then  of  knowing 
what  were  the  objects  of  this  organization  ? 

Anstoer,  I  have  stated  two  or  three  times  that  as  for  myself  I  had  no  connection 
whatever  with  the  Ku-Klux  organization. 

Question.  So  I  understood  you. 

Answer.  That  I  was  not  in  sympathy  with  them ;  that  I  was  opposed  to  all  secret  or- 
ganizations ;  and  that  in  view  of  mv  opposition  to  this  orgauizatiou  I  had  declined  to 
join  them.  I  have  stated,  further,  tliat  all  the  knowledge  and  information  that  I  pro- 
tend to  give^you  about  that  organization  is  derived  from  what  the  public  thinks ;  from 
common  opinion.  I  stated  that  I  believed,  from  all  that  I  had  heard  about  this  organ- 
ization, that  its  object  and  purpose  were  to  be  a  check  upon  the  Loyal  League  and  ti» 
be  a  terror  to  all  evil-doers.    I  do  not  know  anything  abont  it  ot  my  own  knowledge. 

Question.  When  you  state  that  your  information  is  derived  from  public  opinion,  do  you 
mean  that  portion  of  the  public  opinion  here  known  as  the  conservative  or  democratic 
party  f  Do  not  the  republican  party  hold,  and  have  they  not  always  held,  that  this 
Ku-Klux  organization  was  formed  for  political  purposes,  and  its  niisdeeds  were  vis- 
ited almost  exclusively  upon  Union  men  ? 

Answer.  There  is  no  question  but  that  the  republican  party  so  considers  the  Ku-Klux 
organization. 

Question.  When  speaking  of  public  opinion  you  do  not  mean  to  include  any  portion 
of  the  republican  party,  do  you  f 

Answer.  I  mean  simply  to  say  the  opinion  of  this  town  and  men  with  whom  I  am  aa- 
sociated;  and  it  is  from  sach  sources  that  I  get  my  information  of  what  the  public 
opinion  is.  If  I  was  speaking  as  to  the  character  of  a  man,  I  would  speak  as  to  what 
those  thought  of  him  with  whom  I  was  associated. 

Question.  What  I  want  to  get  at  is,  whether,  when  you  speak  of  the  public  and  the 
opinion  of  the  public,  you  mean  to  include  the  opinion  of  any  portion  of  the  republi- 
can party  of  Madison  County  or  of  Limestone  County  f 

AnsweTf  (after  a  pause.)  I  was  just  attempting  to  recall  whether  I  had  heard  any 
republicans  give  their  opinions  as  to  the  piuT»ose  and  object  of  this  organization,  and, 
as  I  stated  before,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard  any  republican  say  anything  abont 
what  the  object  of  this  organization  was  at  all. 

Question.  You  leave  the  republican  element,  then,  entirely  out  of  the  question  when 
you  speak  of  public  opinion  T 

Answer.  So  far  as  my  knowledge  of  public  opinion  goes. 

Qwsstion.  What  is  the  comparative  strength  of  the  republican  party  in  the  county  of 
Mtuiison  T 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  taking  the  republican  party  of  whites  compared  with  the  demo- 
cratic party  in  Madison  County,  I  do  not  think  the  republican  vote  of  Madison  Coanty 
of  white  people  will  exceed  150  voters. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  the  comparative  strength  of  the  entire  republican  i>arty, 
wlUte  and  coloi-ed,  in  Maidison  County  ? 

Answer.  That  is  a  right  difficult  question  for  me  to  answer,  for  the  reason  that  I  am 
bound  to  base  my  opimon  on  the  elections,  when  determining  the  relative  strength  of 
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tlie  two  parties.  The  election  for  members  for  the  honse  of  representatives  of  Alabama 
resulted  Id  the  last  election  in  the  election  of  three  democrats,  by  a  minority  of,  I  think, 
between  800  and  1,000. 

Quettion,  What  was  the  entire  vote  polled  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  entire  vote  polled  was,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  between 
four  and  five  thousand— probably  five  thousand.  I  cannot  be  jiositive  about  these 
tbiogs. 

Queatian,  Ton  think  the  democratic  party  in  Madison  County  has  a  clear  majority  of 
800  or  1,000 1 

Antwer.  If  I  am  to  take  that  as  a  true  criterion. 

Question,  Do  yon  accept  it  as  a  true  criterion  f 

Answer,  I  do  not. 

Question.  My  question  is,  what  is  thc/comparative  strength  of  the  two  parties  f 

Answer.  I  think  that  at  a  fair  election,  untrammeled  and  uncontrolled  by  outside  in- 
inence,  the  democratic  party  would  carry  the  county  by  a  larger  vote  than  that.  If 
we  are  to  be  influenced  and  interfered  with  by  parties  and  persons  who  are  un- 
friendly to  the  interests  of  the  native  southern  men,  then  I  say  that  that  minority  would 
be  reduced ;  but  if  the  ne^o  was  left  alone,  uninfluenced  and  untrammeled,  bis  pas- 
sions not  appealed  to,  I  believe  the  native  southern  people  of  Madison  County  would 
get  a  beneficial  control  of  him. 

QuesHoH,  Yon  believe,  then,  that  the  influx  of  white  people  from  the  North  is  hostile 
to  soathem  interests  t 

Answer.  Emphatically,  I  do  not.  I  believe  that  the  people  of  Madison  County  wel- 
come northern  uien  who  come  here  for  the  purpose  of  identifying  themselves  with  the 
material  interests  and  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  who  come  here,  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  control  of  their  State  and  county  afiairs,  and  becoming  the  givers  of 
law  while  strangers  in  our  midst:  if  they  come  peaceably  any  persons,  as  is  well  illus- 
trated by  my  friends  Fordyce  ana  Day,  who  come  are  welcome. 

Question.  They  are  good  democrats,  are  they  not  f 

Answer.  1  never  knew  Captain  Day's  politics  until  about  the  last  nomination  that 
Judge  Dox  received  for  Congress. 

(^lesUon.  Did  not  Captain  Day  come  into  the  State  as  a  carpet-bagger  f  Has  he  not 
be^  an  office-holder  ever  since  he  came  into  the  State  f 

Answer.  He  has  been  an  ofiice-holder  ever  since  he  has  been  in  the  State,  so  far  as  I 
know.  I  say  I  did  not  know  his  politics  until  Judge  Dox  received  the  last  nomination 
of  the  democratic  convention  at  Gadsden  for  Congress.  That  was  the  first  evidence 
ever  given  to  me  by  Mr.  Day  that  he  was  a  democrat,  and  I  was  an  intimate  associate 
a&d  friend  of  his ;  we  did  not  talk  politics,  and  I  did  not  know  whether  he  was  a  demo- 
crat or  republican.    His  partner  was  a  republican. 

Qmestion.  Yon  had  no  idea  of  his  }>olitical  sympathies  up  to  that  time  t 

Answer.  None  whatever,  because  I  considered  as  to  that  thing  of  discussing  politics 
between  two  young  men,  I  was  an  associate  of  his,  and  respected  him ;  and  simply 
because  he  had  been  a  United  States  soldier  was  no  evidence  to  me  that  he  was  not  a 
gentleman  and  could  not  find  a  friend. 

Question.  You  do  not  think  well  of  northern  men  who  come  into  the  Stat«  of  Ala- 
bama for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  office  t 

Answer.  Who  make  that  the  object,  and  come  down  here  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
bolding  office,  and  out  of  it  making  money ;  I  do  not  think  well  of  what  we  generally 
term  **  carpet-baggers."  * 

Question.  Do  you  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that  Mr.  Day  has  held  office  almost  ever  since 
the  lirBt  day  he  set  foot  in  Alabama! 

Answer.  I  do.  I  know  the  fact  that  Mr.  Vandeventer,  who  is  a  republican,  and  lives 
bero  in  this  community,  and  has  been  a  quiet,  worthy,  good  citizen,  was  a  nortbern 
man,  a  northern  soldier,  is  a  republican  to-day,  and  is  greatly  respected. 

Question.  If  Mr.  Day,  who  you  say  has  been  an  office-holder  ever  since  he  came  into 
the  State  of  Alabama,  had  been  a  rampant  republican,  do  you  think  he  would  have 
been  agreeable  to  the  taste  of  native  Alabamians. 

Answer.  I  think  if  Mr.  Day  had  come  here,  as  others  have  come,  seeking  to  get  into 
office  by  appealing  to  the  prejudices  and  to  the  animosities  of  the  negroes  as  a  hobby 
upon  wbicli  to  ride  into  office,  he  would  not  have  been  thou|(ht  as  well  of  as  he  is  now, 
bpt  classed  with  those  who  now  occupy  that  position  in  this  community,  and  who  are 
disagreeable  and  unpleasant,  to  the  people. 

Quettion.  Has  it  commended  him  to  the  favor  of  all  good  democrats  here  that  he  does 
heartily  sympathize  with  the  democratic  party,  and  vote  for  its  candidates,  and  co-op- 
Mate  with  them  f 

Answer.  What  <;om mended  Mr.  Day  to  this  community  was  that  he  conducted  himself 
<nrderly ;  he  has  shown  himself  to  be  a  gentleman.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he 
was  identified  with  a  regiment  raised  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  toward  which  the  peo- 
ple have  dislike— notwithstanding  all  these  unfavorable  circumstances,  he  has  behaved 
himadf  uprightly,  courteously,  and  attended  to  his  business.    For  this  reason  Mr.  Day 
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reeolyed,  to  an  unnsual  extent,  the  hospitality  and  ooartesy  of  these  people  a  long  time 
before  I,  as  his  companion,  knew  bis  political  sentiments. 

Question,  You  think  his  politics  have  not  had  anything  to  do  with  his  hospitable  re- 
ception here  f 

Anaioer,  His  politics  have  had  this  tendency,  since  developed,  to  throw  him  more 
intimately  with  the  community  at  large.  I  believe  that.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that 
if  a  man  advocates  certain  political  sentiments,  it  will  not  secure  him,  in  this  country, 
as  in  any  other  country,  more  intimate  relations  with  those  who  advocate  the 
same  political  views.  But  1  say  that  Mr.  Day  so  conducted  himself  here,  before  we 
knew  what  his  politics  were,  that  he  was  received.  I  remenibiT  to  have  dis- 
tinctly discussed  the  fact  with  an  intimate  friend  when  he  went  to  the  Gadsden  con- 
vention, that  that  was  the  first  declaration  I  had  ever  heard  Day  make  in  politics. 
That  was  when  Judge  Dox  was  nominated  the  last  time. 

Qtt68fion.  Are  men  who  are  bold  and  outspoken  in  their  opinions  and  who  adTocate 
radical  views,  respected  and  esteemed  in  this  community  by  the  opposite  party. 

Afuwer,  Men  who-  advocate  and  boldly  speak  radical  sentiments,  and  express  radi- 
cal views,  are  not  as  much  esteemed  in  the  community  as  a  man  who  entertains  demo- 
cratic views  and  sentiments,  by  the  democrats. 
Question,  You  answer  by  a  comparison  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  they  are  not  as  much  esteemed  by  the  democrats  as  some  other  dem« 
ocrat  is.    At  the  same  time,  we  have  some  of  our  citizens  who  are  republicans,  who 
have  held  those  sentiments  ever  since  the  war,  and  who  are  considered  upright  and 
honest  men,  so  far  as  I  know. 
Question,  They  do  not  talk  about  politics  much,  do  they  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  any  man  who  talks  politics  more  in  North  Alabama  than 
Colonel  Joseph  C.  Bradley. 
Question.  What  business  is  he  engaged  in  f 

Anstver,  He  is  now  a  commissioner  of  roads  and  highways — an  officer  of  the  county. 
Question,  Suppose  Mr.  Bradley  were  engaged  in  the  business  of  selling  goods  in 
Huntsville,  and  was  to  talk  politics  over  bis  counter,  day  in  and  day  out,  expressing 
his  views  boldly  upon  all  occasions,  and  advocating  repubUcan  doctrines,  would  he  be 
patronized  by  any  one  outside  of  his  party  f 

Answer,  You  will  pardon  me  for  answering — it  might  savor  of  levity — that  would 
depend  entirely  on  how  he  sold  his  goods ;  if  he  sold  them  cheaper  than  his  neighbor 
democrat,  the  people  would  go  there  and  buy. 
Question,  And  it  would  not  influence  his  custom  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  believe  it  would  one  bit,  simply  for  the  reason  we  deal  hero  simply 
with  m^n.  Mr.  Vandeventer  is  one  who  has  established  a  store  here,  and  I  am  a  demo- 
crat, and  I  deal  with  liim  and  know  he  is  a  republican,  and  I  believe  he  is  getting  the 
general  patronage  of  the  community,  to  the  exclusion  of  many  men  who  have  been 
ere  for  many  years ;  for  the  reason  that  Mr.  Vandeventer  sells  cheaper  than  the 
Shandies. 

Question,  Other  things  being  equal  they  would  patronize  the  democratie  store,  woald 
they  not  f 

Answer,  I  suppose  they  would ;  I  would  myself,  other  things  being  equal ;  I  woald 
rather  patronize  the  men  who  are  co-operating  and  svmpathizing  with  me,  and  attempt- 
ing to  free  me  from  the  evils  I  consider  are  imposed  tipon  me. 

Question,  Are  you  at  this  time  subject  to  the  disqualification  of  the  fourteenth 
amendment  t 

Answer,  That,  I  believe,  excludes  a  man  fh>m  office  who  has  ever  held  office  before 
the  war,  and  taken  an  oath ;  I  am  not  subject  to  it,  because  I  never  held  an  office 
before  the  war. 
Question,  How  many  men  in  Madison  County  are  subject  to  that  disqualification  ? 
Answer,  I  could  not  even  make  a  guess,  because  I  do  not  know  ;  I  remember  to  have 
seen  an  estimate,  whether  true  or  not,  in  the  political  canvass  of  1868,  that  there  were 
over  30,000  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Question,  Xou  saw  that  in  the  democratic  newspaper  f 

Answer,  In  the  newspaper;  I  was  taking  the  Mon^mery  Mail  at  that  time,  mod  I 
expect  that  is  where  I  saw  it ;  that  is  the  seat  of  government. 
Question,  Was  that  a  democratic  paper  f 
Answer,  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  it  otherwise  than  by  reading  that  article  t 
Answer,  I  do  not. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  the  number  in  Madison  County  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  tell,  because  there  are  many  men  in  Madison  County, 
probably,  who  have  held  office  that  I  even  do  not  know. 

Question,  Is  there  any  other  disqualification  except  the  incapacity  to  hold  office  rest- 
ing upon  a  sinc^le  citizen  of  Madison  County  now  under  the  fourteenth  amendment  or 
any  other  law  f 


ALABAMA — BUB-COMMITTEE.  843 

Amwar.  Well,  it  seems  to  me  that  any  man  who  has  been  a  Senator  or  a  member  of 
CoDg^ress  before  the  war  is  particularly  designated,  is  he  notf 

Antwer,  Yon  do  not  catch  the  point  of  my  question.  I  desire  to  know  whether  there 
ia  any  person  any  longer  disqualified  in  any  other  way  than  an  incapacity  to  hold 
offieef 

AM9war.  I  know  of  none  that  I  can  now  think  of.  • 

Que$tkm,  When  yon  speak,  then,  of  the  people  of  Alabama  being  deprived  of  all  their 
rights,  you  mean  the  right  to  hold  office,  do  you  f 

Answer.  When  I  speak  of  being  deprived  of  their  rights,  and  the  evils  imposed  upon 
them,  I  refer  particularly  to  the  imposition  of  that  constitution  upon  us. 

Qutttum,  Yon  refer  to  the  past  and  not  to  the  present? 

Anwer,  O,  ves,  sir ;  I  refer  to  the  past. 

QwBttion,  There  is  no  grievance  resting  on  the  people  of  Alabama  at  this  time,  except 
the  incapacity  to  hold  office  of  certain  prominent  individuals  who  went  into  this 
rebellion,  is  there  f    If  thei'e  is  any  other  grievance,  let  us  hear  it  f 

Anawer,  Our  chief  grievance,  as  I  have  stated  frequently,  is  this  Alabama  oonstitu- 
tioD  I  that  is  the  only  grievance  we  suffer  under  particularly  :  it  was  imposed  npon  us, 
aod  in  its  imposition,  officers  and  men  who  were  disagreeable  to  us,  and  unpleasant, 
and  who  failed  to  execute  the  law,  and  were  in  their  offices  for  selfish  purposes,  were 
thmst  upon  us. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  And  that  still  continues  f 
Amwer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Queation.  When  you  get  fid  of  these  officers  you  wUl  have  no  other  grievance  than  the 
fourteenth  amendment  disqualification  t 
Atmcer,  We  have  still  that  constitution. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
QneaHon.  Is  not  the  constitution  in  itself  a  good  one  f 
Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  think  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
QuesiUm.  It  is  not  a  good  one  if  it  was  not  the  work  of  the  people  anyhow  ! 
Answer.  I  think  it  is  not  a  good  one. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  disapprove  of  that  portion  requiring  education  to  be  extended  to 
all  people — all  children  T 

Answer.  I  do  not.  I  think  that  the  colored  children  ought  to  be  educated.  I  think 
it  is  to  our  interest  to  e^lucate  them ;  it  is  decidedly  to  the  interest  of  the  southern 
white  num,  for  the  reason  it  puts  in  the  hands  of  the  negro  the  weapon  by  which  he 
may  defend  himself  A*om  these  impositions  that  are  put  upon  him. 

Question.  Then  are  the  democratic  party  of  Madison  County  heartily  in  favor  of 
negro  education  f 

Answer.  1  believe  that  they  are. 

Question.  Are  the  democratic  party  of  Madison  County  heartily  in  fayor  negro 
•Qffragef 

Answer.  I  believe  that  the  democratic  party  of  Madison  County  accept  the  amend- 
ment by  which  negro  suffrage  is  conferred  upon  the  colored  people  of  Madison  County, 
^tirely  and  unqualifiedly. 

Question.  Are  they  in  favor  of  the  fiffceenth  amendment  f 

Answer.  Well,  they  accept  it ;  they  abide  by  it ;  they  intend  to  make  no  opx>osition 
to  it ;  they  recognize  it  as  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  bnt  they 
do  not  believe  that  that  was  legitimately  ingrafted  as  a  part  of  the  Constitution. 

Question.  Would  they  like  to  get  rid  of  it  f 

Answer^  (after  a  pause.)  Ai-e  you  inquiring  of  me  now  as  a  mouthpiece  of  the  demo- 
cratic party  t    I  can  answer  what  I  think  about  it  myself 

Questum.  1  am  asking  the  opinion  of  the  democratic  party  in  Madison  County,  so  fhr 
as  you  are  familiar  with  it ;  what  are  their  sentiments  upon  that  question  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  believe  that  there  is  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  democrats 
of  this  county  to  interfere  either  directly  or  indirectly  with  the  right  that  a  negro  has 
to  vote. 

Question.  You  think  if  the  democratic  party  were  in  power  then  they  would  not  agi- 
tate that  question  t 

Answer.  My  opinion  is  that  the  democratic  party  accepts  the  question  of  negro  suf- 
aaoi  as  settled  and  fixed. 

Questum.  My  question  is  whether,  if  they  were  in  power,  they  would  agitate  that 
question  f 
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Answer  J  (after  a  pause.)  I  hardly  know  how  to  answer  that  question,  for  this  reason, 
that  I  consider  that  when  a  man  looks  upon  anything  and  accepts  It  as  fixed  and  set- 
tled, he  could  not,  with  any  consistency,  afterwai-ds  agitate  it. 

Question,  Do  you  think,  then,  the  democratic  party  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  so  far  as 
you  are  acquainted  with  the  sentiments  of  that  party,  regard  the  fifteenth  amendment 
as  a  finality,  Hever  to  be  agitated  if  they  get  into  power. 

Answer,  I  think  that  they  regard  the  fifteenth  amendment  settled  and  fixed  just  like 
they  regard  any  other  paragraph  or  section  in  that  Constitution,  just  exactly;  they 
consider  it  just  as  fixed  as  tnat  paragraph  which  says  a  man  is  entitled  to  a  speedy 
trial. 

Question,  And  yon  think  if  in  power  they  would  not  be  in  favor  of  submitting  a 
proposition  to  the  Stat"^  for  rescinding  that  article  f 

Answei\  A  proposition  to  the  States  to  deny  the  negroes  the  right  of  voting,  you 
mean? 

Question,  1  mean  this :  I  wish  to  inquire  of  you  whether,  in  your  opinion,  if  the  demo- 
cratic party  were  in  power  and  had  the  control  of  both  branches  of  Cougre.s8,  the  pco- 
gle  of  Alabama  would  be  in  favor  of  Congress  submitting  a  proposition  to  the  various 
tates  to  rescind  the  fifteenth  amendment  ? 

Anstoer,  I  do  not  believe,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  sentiments  and  views  that  con- 
trol the  democrats  of  Madison  County  and  North  Alabama,  that  if  the  democratic 
party  was  in  power  and  ascendency,  and  had  both  Hous^  of  Congress,  any  proposition 
would  be  submitted  by  the  democratic  party  to  the  Southern  States  to  rescind  the  right 
that  the  necro  has  to  vote.  I  do  not  believe  that  au^'  such  proposition  would  be  sub- 
mitted by  the  democrjitic  Congress  to  the  States  to  take  from  the  colored  people  the 
right  to  vote  in  the  Stat-es  or  rescind  the  fifteenth  amendment.    • 

Question,  Then  it  is  your  opinion  that  the  people  of  Alabama,  without  distinction  of 
party,  have  come  to  recognize,  as  a  finality,  the  right  of  .tihe  colored  people  to  TOt«, 
without  regard  to  education  or  property  f 

Answer,  The  people  of  Alabama,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  of  them  goes,  consider  that, 
this  fifteenth  amendment  has  become  a  nart  of  the  Constitution  of  the  land,  and  that, 
being  a  part  of  the  Consiitution  of  the  land,  we  must  abide  by  it,  and  we  do  accept  it 
as  fixed  and  settled. 

Question,  Is  it  not  also  tnie  that  all  the  democratic  organs,  their  speakers  and  the 
press  of  the  democratic  party  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  are  constantly  engaged  in  throw- 
ing obloquy  upon  that  amendment  ? 

Anstcer.  The  democratic  papers  that  I  read — and  I  read  the  leading  one  in  the  Stat« — 
maintain  clearly  and  decidedly,  and  has  done  so  in  various  and  divers  editorials,  that 
the  fifteenth  amendment  should  bo  accepted  by  the  people,  and  should  be  looked  upon 
as  fixed  and  settled. 

Question.  How  long  has  it  maintained  that  position  f 

Answer,  It  has  mamtained  that  position  for  six  or  eight  months  past 

Question,  What  was  the  position  of  that  paper  upon  that  question  before  that? 

Anstcer,  The  position  of  that  paper  when  the  amendment  was  passed  was  in  opposi- 
tion to  it. 

Question.  Was  it  denounced  as  invalid  and  a  fraud  ? 

Anstoer,  It  ^as  called  "  revolutionary,  null  and  void." 

Question,  Was  that  the  sentiment  of  the  democratic  party  at  that  time  f 

Answer,  In  1868  it  was. 

Question,  Was  it  in  1869  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  after  the  election  of  General  Grant,  after  it  was  adopted  and  made 
a  part  of  the  Constitution,  my  opinion  of  that  is,  the  matter  was  looked  upon  as  fixed 
and  settled,  and,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  it  had  gone  into  the  Constitution  irreg- 
ularly and  was  not  properly  ingrafted  there,  yet  it  was  done  under  the  forms  and  color 
of  law,  and  we  said  we  should  accept  it  and  abide  by  it. 

Question,  There  has  been,there,  if  I  understand  you,  an  entire  acquiescence  in  the 
validity  of  that  amendment  by  the  democratic  party  in  Alabama  ever  since  General 
Grant  was  elected  f 

Answer.  There  has  been  an  entire  acquiescence  as  to  the  fact  that  it  is  a  part  of  the 
Constitution,  and  we  must  obev  it  as  such ;  but  that  it  was  legally  and  properly  and  ae- 
cording  to  all  the  requisit^is  of  law  ingrafted  on  the  Constitution,  we  do  not  believe. 

Question,  Is  there  any  di8i>osition  upon  the  part  of  your  party  to  have  that  question 
Biibmitted,  if  possible,  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  for  decision,  with  a 
view  of  getting  rid  of  that  amendment  t 

Anstcer,  I  hear  of  none  now,  whatever.  I  think  the  last  I  ever  heard  of  resorting. to 
the  Supreme  Court,  in  political  circles  here,  was  in  1868. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Did  yon  refer  to  the  Montgomery  Advertiser  t  (^  \ 

Answer.  The  Advertiser  and  Mail,  which  have  been  blendjetd^d  by  VjOOQIC 
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Question.  How  is  it  with  the  leading  democratic  organ  of  yoar  county  upon  this 
question  t 

AMver.  The  Huntsville  Independent  was  claimed  to  be  a  democratic  paper  here, 
and  really  had  no  clear  definition  of  itB  democratic  sentiments.  We  do  not  consider 
the  Hantsville  Independent  as  a  leading  paper,  for  the  reason  that  it  omitted  to  do 
anything  positive  or  direct. 

QHestion.  I  was  speaking  of  the  leading  democratic  organ,  now  the  democratic  paper 
edited  by  D.  Withers  Clay. 

Answer,  1  can  better  express  my  opinion  as  to  his  position  by  simply  saying  that  I 
think  Mr.  Clay  entertains  the  political  theories  and  indorses  the  political  theories  that 
Mr.  Alexander  H.  Stephens  does  upon  that  subject.  I  think,  in  saying  so,  that  is  the 
hest  definition  I  can  give  of  ^Ir.  Clay^s  views  upon  that  subject. 

Question,  Then  Mr.  Clay  is  understood  not  to  accept  of  what  is  termed  the  new  de- 
parture of  the  democratic  party  t     • 

Jnstrer.  I  do  not  think  that  Mr.  Clay  has  published  any  editorial  in  which  he  says 
^t  ho  does  not  accept  it ;  but  the  common  acceptation  among  the  democrats  here 
is  that  Mr.  Clay  is  what  is  called  one  of  the  Bourbons,  after  Alexander  H.  Stephens.  * 

Question,  Is  his  the  leading  paper  of  the  democratic  party  in  the  country  t 

AnsH^er,  I  think  not.  I  thiuK  this  Huntsville  Reporter  has  as  great  a  circulation. 
The  Independent  certainly  has  a  much  greater.  We  look  upon  Mr.  Clay,  here,  as  an 
extremist. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question,  In  regard  to  the  grievances  the  people  of  Alabama  complained  of,  have  they 
any  grievances  except  the  fourteenth  umi^ndinent  now  which  they  complain  of  that 
cannot  be  remedied  by  the  people  at  the  ballot-box  within  the  State! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  we  have  an  election  law  in  this  State  which  is  a  heinous  grievance 
to  the  people,  and  which  we  have  not,  under  that  election  Liw,  the  right  or  opportu- 
nity to  remedy. 

Question,  Is  it  a  part  of  the  constitution  T 

Answer.  I  would  not  like  to  answer  about  that  constitution  unless  1  had  it  before 
me. 

Question,  Why  cannot  it  be  amended  f 

Answer.  It  cannot  be  amended  for  this  reason :  that  in  order  to  amend  it  we  would 
have  to  elect  a  certain  character  of  menj  the  men  we  would  elect  would  be 
known  to  be  opposed  to  that  particular  kiud  of  an  election  law.  The  very  men 
vho  are  in  favor  of  it — the  colored  people — would  vote  against  these  meo,  and  the  very 
evils  we  are  now  complaining  of  would  be  exercised  and  directed  in  opposition  to  the 
very  men  we  would  select  for  the  purpose  of  making  that  remedy. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Does  not  the  law  itself  prevent  any  remedy  f 

Ansreer.  Yes,  sir.- 

QuesUon.  It  prevents  you  from  having  a  fair  election ;  that  is  your  complaint  t 

Answer.  The  law  that  prevents  us  from  haWng  a  fair  election  will  prevent  us  from 
Meeting  men  to  give  us  the  remedy. 

Question.  In  other  words,  you  have  not  a  real  republican  form  of  government  when 
the  electoral  officers  can  defraud  the  people  under  a  partial  law  T 

Answer,  That  is  what  I  say,  sir;  we  have  not  a  republican  form  of  government. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  Is  not  the  lower  house  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  now  demo- 
ciatief 

Answer,  I  think  so,  by  a  small  majority. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  whether  any  bill  was  passed  by  that  house,  or  introduced 
into  that  body,  for  the  purpose  of  amending  this  election  la^  last  winter? 

Anmeer.  I  am  not  distinct  upon  the  fact  as  to  whether  such  a  bill  was  introduced  or 
aoL  I  remember  to  have  conversed  with  the  members  of  the  legislature  from  this 
connty ;  they  were  decidedly  in  favor  of  such  a  bill  being  introduced,  but  they  well 
knew,  80  they  told  me,  that  it  could  never  become  a  law,  for  the  reason  that  the  radical 
party  had  control  of  the  senate  by  an  immense  majority. 

Question.  Did  that  democratic  house  make  any  attempt,  to  your  knowledge  t 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  answered ;  I  do  not  remember  distinctly  whether  it  did  or 
not.  My  impression  is,  without  having  been  a  member  of  that  legislature  and  know- 
ing positively,  that  such  a  bill  was  introduced. 

By  Mr.  Bice  t 
Question.  Assuming  that  the  election  is  fair,  is  not  the  whole  subject  within  the  hands 
of  the  people  to  remedy  it,  so  far  as  any  grievance  you  complain  of,  except  the  four- 
teenth amendment,  is  concerned  f  ^ 


846         CONDITION  OF  AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

Anittcer,  It  is  in  their  hands  to  this  extent,  Colonel,  that  the  very  evil  we  complain 
of 

Question.  But,  assuming  that  the  officers  do  their  duty,  and  that  the  election  is  con- 
ducted fairly,  is  not  the  remedy  for  all  the  evils  of  which  you  complain  in  the  hands  of 
the  people  of  the  State  t 

Amwcr.  If  the  election  law  was  modified  and  changed,  so  as  to  give  the  people  a 
fair  and  un trammeled  expression  of  their  views  and  wishes,  I  believe  we  could  remedy 
the  whole  matter  by  a  convention  of  the  people. 

Question,  It  Is  all  in  the  hands  of  the  people  as  in  any  other  State  where  they  have 
anything  to  complain  of? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  we  believe  by  a  convention  we  can  rid  the  State  of  the  evils. 
I  am  not  speaking  of  that  imposed  by  the  General  Government. 

Question.  Are  there  any  evils  in  the  Federal  Government  you  complain  of,  except  the 
fourteenth  amendment,  at  this  time? 

Answer.  We  do  not  think  the  troops  ought  to  be  quartered  among  us;  that  is  one 
grievance ;  we  do  not  think  there  is  any  necessity  for  it;  I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any 
necessity  for  this  regiment  out  in  the  edge  of  the  town ;  that  is  a  grievauoe;  they  cer- 
tainly occupy  the  position  susceptible  of  the  suspicion,  at  least,  of  being  here  to  wat'Ch. 
over  us — to  hold  bayonets  over  us ;  we  are  not  hostile  to  them ;  they  conduct  them- 
selves politely  and  courteously,  but  we  do  not  feel  that  there  is  any  necessity  for  thena. 

Question.  Are  they  not  here  under  the  power  of  the  Government,  undisputed  and 
always  exercised  f 

Answer.  I  have  understood  that  the  Government  would  not  send  troops  to  be  quar- 
tered on  the  people  unless  there  was  a  necessity. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Are  they  quartered  on  you  hero,  or  does  the  Government  supply  them  f 

Answer.  The  Government  feeds  tnem. 

Question.  They  are  quartered  in  this  neighborhood;  they  must  be  located  in  the 
United  States— must  live  somewhere  in  the  United  States  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  1  suppose  they  afford  a  pretty  good  domestic  market  here  for  your  surplus 
produce? 

Answer.  1  stated  we  have  nothing  to  complain  of  in  the  soldiers. 

By  Mr.  Rice  :  ^ 

Question.  What  other  evils  do  you  complain  of  in  reference  to  the  presence  of  the 
soldiers  ? 

Answer.  We  do  not  consider  that  they  are  necessary  here ;  they  are  in  other  parts  of 
the  State.  Before  the  war  we  had  no  soldiers  here,  and  we  do  not  think  there  is  any 
necessity  for  them  now ;  and^  although  it  may  be  the  right  and  privilege  of  the  Govera- 
ment  to  put  them  wherever  it  sees  proper — we  do  not  pretend  to  question  that— oar 
belief  is,  that  they  are  put  here  to  guam  our  people  and  keep  them  £rom revolt;  there 
is  no  necessity  for  that. 

Question.  Is  there  any  actual  oppression  from  that  source? 

Answer.  None  whatever. 

Question.  Is  there  any  other  grievance  ? 

Answer.  Only  this  objection,  it  is  a  moral  oppression,  to  this  extent :  'they  are  placed 
here  to  watch  us ;  they  do  not  interfere  with  us  physically,  personally,  or  anything  of 
the  kind.  We  consider  that  they  are  here  to  suppress  any  probable  outbreak  ori^inut- 
ing  in  our  dislike  of  the  Union. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  it  was  a  fortnnate  circumstance  that  they  were  here  the 
night  of  the  riot  ?  • 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  the  presence  of  the  troops  staid  or  checked  the  progress  of 
that  riot  at  all. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  express  the  opinion  that  the  Ku-Klux  would  not  have 
retired  from  the  town,  but  would  have  indulged  in  a  froQ  light,  but  for  the  presence  of 
the  United  States  troops. 

Answer.  I  stated  that  I  told  this  gentleman,  disguised  man,  that  the  United  States 
troops  were  about  coming  on  the  squaro,  or  would  be  there  very  soon,  and  that  they 
ought  not  to  go  back  on  the  square,  for  the  reason  that  a  conflict  with  the  troope  would 
be  calamitous  to  our  people.  He  responded  by  saying  they  did  not  desire  any  conflict 
with  the  troops ;  that  they  had  no  purpose  of  making  any  attack  upon  them  whatever ; 
and  they  would  leave  the  town,  and  did  go. 

Question.  Do  ^ou  not  think  the  troops  were  peace-makers  upon  that  night  ? 

Answer.  1  believe  that,  going  down  there  myself,  if  you  will  excuse  mo  for  saying  it, 
I  had  more  to  do  i/^ith  mining  the  peace  than  anybody  else ;  advised  thetnjto  go  away. 
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By  Mt.  Rice  : 

Que$tion,  What  other  grievance  do  the  people  of  Alabama  complain  of  on  the  part  of 
tlie  Federal  Government,  except  the  one  you  have  named,  and  the  fonrteenth  amend- 
ment! 

J»«fcr.  They  complain,  as  I  have  said,  of  the  inability  of  our  leading  men. 

Question,  I  admit  that  they  complain  of  the  disabilities  under  the  fourteenth  amend- 
ment, but,  excepting  that,  and  the  one  you  have  just  named,  what  other  grievance  is 
there? 

Answer.  We  complain,  as  a  people,  of  the  centralizing  tendencies  of  the  Government. 
We  believe  down  here  that  the  republican  institutions  of  the  land  are  in  danger,  to  a 
Very  great  extent.  That  is  a  grievance  that  certainly  would  weigh  upon  any  man 
■who  believed  that  his  liberty  and  rights  are  in  peril.  That  is  one  of  them.  That  is  a 
general  reason. 

Question,  That  is  a  political  grievance  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  political  grievance. 

Question.  What  other  grievance  f 

Answer.  I  think  that  goes  about  through  the  catalogue  of  grievances. 

By  Mr.  Blaia  : 

Question.  I  want  to  know  of  you  if  it  is  possible  that  this  people  could  have,  or  any 
people  could  have,  a  greater  grievance  than  that  which  is  involved  in  depriving  them 
of  their  ablest,  best,  and  most  experienced  men  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  any  greater  grievance  could  be  imposed  upon  us ;  and  espe- 
cially at  this  juncture  of  our  political  affairs  we  need  and  require,  and  our  prosperity 
and  interest  demand,  that  we  should  have  our  leading,  wise,  and  experienced  men. 
Those  men  are  denied  rendering  us  any  service,  and  for  that  reason,  I  think  it  was  the 
greatest 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qu^tion.  Have  they  ever  applied  to  Congress  to  be  relieved  of  their  disabilities  f 
Answer.  I  do  not  know.    I  know  that  one  distinguished  Alabamian  has  been  relieved 
of  bis  disabilities,  and  was  chosen  by  the  people  of  Alabama  to  represent  them  in  the 
United  States  Senate,  and  he  is  not  there ;  that  is  the  Hon.  Mr.  Goldthwaite. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Quaiion.  As  I  understand  you,  it  is  not  the  complaint  of  the  individuals  themselves 
tiiat  thev  are  deprived,  but  the  complaint  and  the  grievance  is,  that  the  wh^e  State  is 
deprived  of  the  ability,  judgment,  and  experience  of  these,  its  ablest  men. 

Ansncer.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  ever  heard  any  of  these  prominent  men  complain 
of  being  under  the  disability  themselves.  It  is  the  people  who  complain  that  these 
leading  men  are  irnder  disability ;  it  is  the  people  of  the  State  at  large  who  complain. 

By  the  Chairhan  : 

Question.  These  leading  gentlemen,  then,  do  not  want  to  be  relieved ;  is  that  your 
idea? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  is  not  my  idea. 

Question.  Do  they  want  to  be  relieved  f 

Answer.  I  believe  they  would  like  to  be  relieved ;  they  all  indorse  and  would  approve 
t  general  amnesty. 

Qu/esHon.  Are  they  unwilling  to  make  application  to  be  relieved  of  disabilities  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  are  unwilling  to  make  personal,  individual 
application  or  not. 

Question.  Has  not  Congress  uniformly  relieved  every  case  of  application  that  has 
been  made? 

Answer.  The  leading  men  in  this  State  have  been  greatly  discouraged  in  making  per- 
sonal applioation,  for  the  reason  that  they  have  seen  in  certain  instances  that  Congress 
had  relieved  men.  and  those  very  men  were  unable  to  take  office. 

QuM^on.  Whyt 

Answer.  That  question  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  Mr.  Goldthwaite. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Qussf^on*  But  not  on  that  point. 

Answer.  I  am  speaking  of  disabilities ;  he  has  been  relieved,  and  qualified  for  office. 
He  has  not  been  allowed  to  take  his  seat. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
<iu^\on.  Has  his  case  ever  been  decided  by  the  proper  committee  f 
Msiwtr.  I  remember  to  have  seen  a  publication,  whether  true  or  not  I  cannot  say — I 
eamtot  answer  advisedly  upon  the  steps  taken  by  the  body  of  which  three  gentlemen 
here  are  members — ^but  I  remember  to  have  seen  a  publication  that  Mr.  Goldthwaite 
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would  be  admitted,  provided  Blodgett,  of  Georgia,  could  be  allowed  to  come  in 
with  him. 

QueatUm*  By  what  authority,  sir,  was  that  statement  made  f 

Answer.  WeU,  sir,  newspaper. 

Qaeation,  1  would  like  a  more  specific  answer  to  my  inquiry,  whether  the  meu  in 
Alabama  subject  to  political  disabilities  under  the  fourteenth  amendment  are  opposed 
to  making  application  to  Congress  for  relief. 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  my  opinion  is,  that  some  of  the  leading  men  have  made  personal 
applications  to  Congress. 

QuestioTU  I  wish  a  direct  answer ;  it  is  susceptible  of  one. 

Ansxcer.  I  know  that.  I  am  going  to  answer  in  this  way :  some  have  made  applica- 
tion, and  some  have  not.    You  ask  me  for  the  opinion  of  these  men. 

Question,  So  far  as  your  information  extends,  are  they  opposed  to  making  appli- 
cation f 

Answer,  My  opinion  of  the  disposition  of  the  leading  men  of  Alabama  on  this  sub- 
ject is  this:  that  they  think  it  much  better  for  Congress  to  pass  a  general  amnesty  bill. 

Quesiioii,  I  am  not  asking  for  that.  Are  they  opposed  to  applying,  and,  for  that 
reason,  have  they  postponed  or  declined  making  personal  application  T  My  question 
is  simply,  are*  they  opposed  to  making  application  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  answer  that,  because  X  do  not  know. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  known  a  case'in  Alabama  where  a  man  disqualified  nnder 
that  amendment  has  applied  to  Congress  in  vain  to  be  relieved  f 

Answer,  I  remember  to  have  seen  a  special  bill  of  relief  reported  by  newspapera 
from  Congress,  in  which  certain  individuals  whose  names  were  included  in  the  applica- 
tion were  excluded. 

QuesUon^  Struck  out  of  the  bill  f 

Ansteer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  On  whose  motion  were  they  struck  out  f 

Answer,  I  am  speaking  only  from  newspaper  reading.  It  occurs  to  me  that  at  one 
time  Mr.  Hawley,  who  was  a  member  of  Congress  from  the  fourth  district 

By  Mr.  Buckt-ey  : 

Question,  This  district  f 

Answer,  It  seems  to  me  that  he  upholds  provision  in  the  bill  for  some  citizens. 

Question,  Were  they  not  subsequently  relieved  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know,  colonel,  whether  they  were  or  not.  I  just  remember  to  have 
seen  that  paragraph. 

(Question,  Were  they  not  the  names  of  Mr.  Lindsay,  the  present  governor,  and  ^Jr. 
Schloss,  the  present  member  from  that  district,  and  afterward  were  they  both  relieved  T 
That  is  my  recollection. 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  the  list  I  saw  as  being  excluded  had  €k>vemor  Lindsay's 
name  in  it  at  that  time.  I  know  Governor  Lindsay  was  afterward  relieved,  bat 
whether  he  was  excepted  then  or  not  I  do  not  know. 

• 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  Do  you  think  it  a  great  hardship  and  grievance  that  Congress  should 
not  make  haste  and  relieve  these  gentlemen  in  Alabama  who  are  subject  to  disabili- 
ties under  that  amendment,  when  they  are  unwilling  to  make  application  to  be  re- 
lieved f 

Answer,  I  think  Congress  ought  not  to  stickle  over  any  personal  pride  in  the  matter, 
and  to  expect  or  claim  that  these  gentlemen  should  come  forward  and  do  these  things, 
but  that  Congress  ought  to  go  forward—that  is  my  idea— and  do  that  which  will  best 
promote  harmony  in  the  Southern  States,  and  secure  the  allegiance  of  these  men  and 
their  friends  to  the  United  States  by  a  general  amnesty  bill. 

Question,  Your  idea  is,  that  those  gentlemen  should  stand  aloof,  and  wait  for  Con^^rcss 
to  approach  them  and  generously  oner  them  forgiveness  f 

Answer,  Not  in  that  spirit. 

Qiuestion,  You  think  they  should  stand  upon  their  dignity,  and  not  make  appli- 
cation f 

Answer,  I  think  they  should  remain  as  they  are,  and  let  Congress  come  forward, 
-without  requiring  personally  A,  B,  or  C,  or  D  to  apply. 

Question,  Do  you  think  it  would  be  disgraceful  in  them,  and  degrading  to  their  man- 
hood, to  petition  Congress  to  be  relieved  f 

Answer,  I  think  not.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  disgraceful  or  degrading,  nor  that 
onr  people  so  consider  it. 

QuesUon.  Would  it  be  undignified? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  so. 

Question,  Do  you  think  it  any  great  hardship -for  them  to  make  application  f 

Ansu)er,  I  do  not  think  myself  that  it  is  any  great  hardship.    Those  leading  gentle- 
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ma  entertain  the  current  view  of  the  Soath  that  they  have  oommitted  no  crime,  and 
therefore  there  is  no  necessity  of  offering  or  asking  pardon. 

QneBtum,  Ton  spoke  of  the  riot  in  the  fall  of  1868,  and  of  the  large  nnmher  of  people 
preeent— a  thousand  white  people  around  the  square,  and  from  one  thousand  to  fifteen 
noodred  n^proes — and  that,  from  the  course  of  the  evidence,  it  appeared  that  the  shots 
proeeeded  uom  within  the  court-house  square  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuatioH.  Did  the  evidence  show  that  those  shots  were  returned  from  the  other  side 
of  the  street? 

Answer,  The  evidence  Showed  that  there  was  a  promiscuous  firing  around  the  court- 
hooae  gate  and  from  the  middle  of  the  street.    The  people  were  just  mixed  up  out 
there ;  negroes  and  white  folks. 
Question,  Were  those  thousand  white  people  mostly  democrats  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir  j  the  white  people  were. 
Qnesiion,  You  thuk  there  were  a  thousand  around  the  square  f 
Answer,  I  helieve  there  were,  for  they  predominate  in  this  corporation. 
QuiseiUm.  I  believe  you  say  in  the  whole  county  there  are  not  exceeding  fifty  white 
lepoblicansf 

Answer.  I  say  that,  to  the  best  of  my  opinion,  they  do  not  exceed  fifty;  that  has  been 
the  exhibit  made  here  on  the  vote. 
QuesU&n,  Was  theit  strength  any  greater  then  than  now  f 
Answer,  I  think  they  are  stronger  now  than  they  were  then. 
I      QuesHan,  Then  the  presumption  is,  that  of  the  thousand  white  people  around  the 
\    sqiisre,  the  great  m^JOTity  were  democrats  f 
Answer,  Clearly  so. 

(inesiion.  Did  the  evidence  taken  by  you  show  that  they  were  armed? 
Answer,  These  white  people  f 
Qnesiion,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer,  None,  whatever.  ^ 

QnesUan,  From  whom  did  those  shots  in  the  street  proceed  f 

Answer,  If  you  mean  by  arms,  shot-guns ;  I  cannot  tell  when  a  man  has  a  pistol  under 
his  coat.    Some  of  you  may  be  armed  now. 
Question,  A  man  is  armed  when  he  has  a  pistol. 
Answer,  Bat  I  did  not  know,  and  the  witi^esses  did  not  state  it. 
Question,  Did  the  evidence  show  where  the  firing  proceeded  from   in  that  white 
crowd  f 

Answer,  The  evidence  showed  that  the  firing  occurred  near  the  eastern  gate  of  the 
eoort-yard,  in  and  around  that  gate,  and  about  the  middle  of  the  street,  from  the  curb- 
stone of  the  pavement  and  the  court-house  gate ;  the  firing  occurred  in  that  space. 

QuesUon,  Was  there  an  anticipation  during  the  day  that  there  would  be  a  riot ;  did 
yoa  bear  it  talked  off 
Answer,  I  did  not. 

Question,  No  apprehensions  expressed  f 
Answer,  I  heard  none  whatever. 
Question.  The  Eu-Elux,  however,  apprehended  itf 
Answer,  It  seemed  so,  from  their  going  in  here. 
Qtiestion,  Most  of  them,  you  believe,  came  from  the  town  itself? 
Anmer,  I  believe  a  great  many  of  the  young  men  of  tJiis  city  at  that  time  were  mem- 
bers of  that  organization.    I  do  not  know  it ;  it  is  my  suspicion. 

Question,  Did  yon  hear  any  threats  emanating  from  anybody  there  at  that  time  in 
Illation  to  what  he  would  do  under  certain  circumstances? 
Answer,  I  did  not. 

Qu^Oon,  Had  you  yourself  any  apprehensions  of  a  riot  that  day? 
Answer,  None  in  the  world ;  no  more  than  you  have  now ;  because  I  was  quietly  at- 
tending a  theatrical  performance  at  the  time  they  came  in. 

[At  1  o'clock  and  45  minutes  the  committee  took  a  recess  for  one  hour.] 
By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  The  chairman  of  the  committee  put  a  question  whether  the  southern  peo- 
ple did  not  renounce  their  allegiance  to  the  General  Gfovemment  when  the  war  com- 
menced ;  I  wUl  ask  yon  if  the  Government  of  the  United  States  did  not  maintain  the 
doctrine  that  you  could  not  renounce  your  allegiance? 

Answer,  That  is  what  I  understood  idl  the  time;  that  was  the  issue. 

Qnestiom,  Yoa  were  for  renouncing  your  allegiance,  and  they  maintained  that  yon 
coold  not  renounce  it? 

Anmoer,  That  we  could  not  renounce  it ;  that  we  were  still  citizens  when  the  wat 
ended  as  we  had  been  before. 

(^wes^om,  WelL  tlie  General  Govenunent  conqnered  in  that  fight  ?  /<^  i 

It^  tizedbyCjOOQle 
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Question,  Aud,  therefore,  maintained  the  point  that  yon  coold  notrenoance  yoor  alla- 
giance,  and  were  still  citizenB  of  the  United  States  f 

Answer,  We  so  understood  it,  and  accepted  it  in  that  way. 

Question,  Then  yon  maintain,  that  that  heing  the  case,  yon  did  not  lose  your  citisen* 
ship  f 

Anstoer.  We  did  not,  according  to  my  opinion  and  understanding  of  these  matters. 

Question,  And  heing  citizens,  you  could  not  he  punished  hy  any  legislative  enactmentf 

Ansu}er,  Wo  conld  not ;  we  could  only  he  punished  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  hy  the  courts  organized  under  tnat  Constitution. 

Question.  Of  course,  I  do  not  want  to  take  the  witness  over  €he  history  of  the  conntary 
hut  I  want  to  make  that  clear,  that  the  punishment  inf  icted  hy  legislative  enactment 
was  in  the  nature  of  an  attahider,  which  is  denounced  by  the  Constitution  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  nature  of  a  bill  of  attainder,  which  we  think  is  inimical  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  as  well  as  to  the  letter  of  it. 

Question.  You  have  referred  to  acts  done  iinder  the  flag,  in  speaking  of  the  feeling 
which  your  people  entertained  for  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  as  emblematical  of  its 
authority  and  sovereignty,  and  you  referrod  to  acts  done  under  that  flag  to  people  who 
were  the  friends  of  the  Government.  In  your  own  town  of  Athens,  in  Limestone 
County,  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  large  majority  of  the  people  were  friendly  to 
the  Government  f 

Answer.  They  were  certainly  friendly  to  the  Government ;  there  was  a  prevailing 
sentiment  in  that  county  in  favor  of  the  maintenance  of  the  Union  at  the  time  tbat 
the  State  seceded;  that  sentiment  existed  there  for  along  time  after  the  State  seceded ; 
it  existed  to  a  considerable  extent  after  tho  war  broke  out.  Among  the  young 
men  who  entertained  these  Union  sentiments,  tho  ^at  majority  of  them  went 
into  tho  confederate  army,  but  those  sentiments  were  still  maintained  and  adhered  to 
hy  a  great  many  of  the  older  men  of  the  community  who  were  left  there,  and  ooald 
not  be  called  into  the  confederate  army ;  and  I  say  that  that  sentiment,  livioff  and 
existing  among  thpse  older  men,  was  entirely  crushed  out  by  the  enormities  and  bar- 
barities perpeti*ated  by  General  Turchin. 

Question.  State  what  were  the  acts  committed  by  General  Tnrchin.  and  state  whether 
at  the  time  he  arrived  in  Athens  they  were  the  first  United  States  soldiers  which  vi&Hed 
that  town,  or  what  was  the  case  in  that  respect. 

Answer.  They  visited  Athens  soon  after  General  Mitchell  took  possession  of  this  town, 
in  1862 ;  that  is  my  recollection ;  I  cannot  recollect  which  month ;  I  was  myself  in 
the  confederate  army  at  the  time.  They  came  to  Athens — so  I  was  told  by  my  father, 
who  lived  there  on  the  main  street ;  that  entering  the  town  on  that  street.  General 
Turchin  came  in  with  his  command,  and  it  was  halted ;  that  it  extended  up  and  down 
the  street,  and  part  of  it  was  in  front  of  his  residence,  and  that  ho  hea^d  the  order 
given  by  General  Turchin  that  he  would  shut  his  eyes  for  two  hours  to  all  that  the 
soldiers  might  do. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  can  speak  of  what  was  done  particularly  in  my  father^  house, 
and  what  was  done  in  the  neighborhood,  above  and  below  it.  I  heard  the  citizens  n^n- 
erally  speak  of  what  was  done  in  their  own  houses.  In  my  father's  house  they  came 
in  at  jnst  abont  sunrise ;  I  remember  he  told  me  that  he  was  not  dr^sed  when  he 
heard  this  command  given  by  General  Turchin,  while  he  was  standing  at  his  window ; 
that  before  he  got  dressed  a  great  number  of  soldiers  had  come  into  the  house,  and  np 
stairs,  aud  gone  into  the  room  that  my  sister,  a  young  ladv,  occupied,  while  sba  was 
in  bed ;  that  many  of  them  entered  there,  and  that  two  or  three  guns  or  pistols  were 
discharged  in  the  room  ;  and  they  did  varions  things  that  of^nded  and  insulted  him. 
My  sister  got  up  and  dressed  while  they  were  in  the  room,  ^eatly  alarmed  and  fright- 
ened, he  told  nie ;  so  much  so  that  she  had  a  spell  of  fever  afterward  from  the  friglit  she 
received.  As  to  what  they  broke  up  in  the  house,  I  do  not  know  what  was  done.  Xhey 
afterward  took  possession  of  that  house,  though,  and  he  staid  in  one  room  with  mv 
slater  while  these  soldiers  were  these.  The  oflOicer^  whoever  he  was,  who  was  particu- 
larly in  command,  gave  him  one  room  in  a  house  of  eight  rooms,  and  they  took  posses- 
sion of  the  culinary  department  and  carried  on  the  household  generally.  He  was 
allowed  to  be  a  guest  at  his  own  table.  Our  neighbor,  Haywood  Jones,  suffered  in  a 
similar  way,  so  he  told  me ;  that  General  Turchin^s  troops,  most  of  whom  were  foreign- 
ers, had  no  conscience,  no  scruples  whatever  in  doing  all  kinds  of  violence.  General 
Turchin  was  afterward  put  on  trial  up  here  and  court-martialed,  and  my  sister.  Miss 
Eichardson  then,  was  brought  up  as  a  witness  in  tho  case,  and  my  recollection  is-^and  I 
am  €^uite  sure  that  I  am  right  about  it — that  she  said  that  one  of  the  soldiers  attempted 
to  violate  the  person  of  a  colored  girl  in  her  room,  or  in  her  presence  at  least;  thstshe 
appealed,  I  remember  she  said,  to  an  officer  from  Kentucky,  who  gave  them  protection 
alter  that,  and  cleared  the  house  of  soldiers ;  they  then  staid  there  for  two  or  three 
days,  or  a  short  time,  until  the  command  got  organized  and  disciplined,  and  the  aoU 
diers  were  taken  away  from  the  house  and  only  occupied  an  office  m  the  yard, «  tetok 
office,  that  I  had  once  staid  in.  ^ 
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QamSuL  Wbat  was  the  result  of  the  court-martial  t  * 

jMfiMr.  I  understood  that  General  Turchm  was  cashiered,  and  before  the  sentence 
had  been  published  he  was  promoted  from  the  position  of  brigadier  general  to  that  of 
mjm  general.  That  is  what  I  heard.  I  know  General  Tnrohin  was  afterward  in  the 
United  States  Army,  because  I  think  he  was  said  to  have  been  ikt  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
maoga  with  a  command,  a  battle  I  was  engaged  in  myself  as  a  soldier.  But  the  com- 
plaiBi  of  the  people  of  Athens  was  very  great.  General  Bnell  afterward  came  through 
kre»  and  rectified  and  modified  as  much  as  he  could,  so  the  people  all  said,  the  conduct 
aod  action  of  these  soldiers  in  that  town,  and  seemed  to  be  willing  to  ameliorate  in 
every  way  he  could  the  sufierin^  of  the  people. 

QuaHoH.  Kotwithstanding  this  usage,  and  all  the  losses  and  suffering  of  the  war,  I 
nndentand  you  to  say  it  is  your  belief  that  the  people  of  the  South,  as  a  body)  have 
sDfanitted  to  the  arbitrament  to  which  they  themselves  appealed  t 

jMswer,  I  think  that  they  have  submitted  in  perfect  good  faith,  and  I  believe  they 
are  konest  and  sincere  in  seeking  to  do  those  things  which  are  well  calculated  to  bring 
aboQt  peace,  and  harmony,  and  restore  good  feeling  among  all  the  people  of  this 
eoantiy. 

QMeAon,  And  that  they  have  now  no  hostility  to  the  Government,  no  purpose  or 
inteotion  to  overthrow  it,  and  that  their  only  hostility  is  to  certain  doctrines  of  the 
administration  f 

Anwer.  Yes,  sir;  I  do  not  think  that  any  man  who  is  reasonable  or  sane  in  this 
coimtry  entertains  the  slightest  desire  or  wish  to  overthrow  the  Government,  and  tbat 
the  (Mily  hostility  that  they  have  got  is  to  certain  legislation  which  they  think  is 
BDfriendiy  to  them,  and  which  oppresses  them. 

QuetUem,  And  which'they  consider  unfriendly  to  a  republican  form  of  government  t 

A»9»er,  They  do  consider  that  legislation  unfriendly  to  a  republican  form  of  gov- 
amnent. 

QtmHan.  The  reconstruction  acts  referred  to^  by  which  governments  were  to  be 
imposed  upon  the  Southern  States  against  the  wishes  of  the  people,  the  inhabitants  of 
those  States,'  you  regard  as  not  only  unfriendly  to  a  republican  form  of  govern  nicnt, 
bat  aa  ealcolated  to  exasperate  and  keep  alive  the  animosities  engendered  by  the  war  f 

Auwer,  I  do  consider  those  acts  as  well  calculated  to  continue  the  bitterness  eugen- 
<ierecl  by  the  war,  and  that  the  best  and  safest  remedy  to  wipe  out  and  remove  all 
time  animoeities  and  prejudices  that  were  created  and  engendered  by  the  war  is  by  a 
(^end  amnesty  bill.  I  believe  that  would  tend  .more  to  give  the  people  satisfaction 
than  anything  else  that  could  be  done. 

QMUtUm,  Is  it  your  opinion  th^t,  if  the  Government  had  acted  upon  the  suggestions 
•f  Mr.  Idncoln  before  his  death,  for  universal  amnesty,  and  the  policy  pursued  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  the  fraternal  feeling  between  the  sections  would  long  since  have  been  resumed  f 

^sfiMr.  I  believe  that  would  have  restored  the  allegiance  of  the  people  to  the  Union 
earlier  than  anything  else  that  could  have  been  done ;  that  their  old  afi'ection,  and  in- 
terest, and  fondness  for  the  flag  and  the  country  would  have  returned,  and  that  they 
viold  have  labored  and  striven  earnestly  to  have  forgotten  all  of  those  bad  feelings 
wbich  had  been  created. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

QunUon*  Xky  you  recollect  whether  the  reconstruction  policy  of  Mr.  Johnson,  which 
bas  been  emoken  of,  treated  these  Southern  States  as  having  any  lawful  State  govern- 
Bents  at  the  close  of  the  war  f 

Anmter.  It  did  not ;  at  least  to  this  extent,  it  appointed  provisional  governors— they 
were  called  by  the  name  of  provinional  governors — in  the  Southern  States.  The  term 
"proriaionaF  would  imply  that  it  was  not  an  absolute  and  unqualified  government 
tMt  Ihey  were  presiding  over. 

Quettion.  Did  he  not  in  his  proclamation—the  first  one  he  issued,  providing  for  the 
nstoration  of  civil  government  in  North  Carolina — state  in  the  preamble  of  that  pro- 
elamation  somethins  to  this  effect :  "  Whereas  no  legal  State  government  exists  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  issue  this  proclamation,"  &o.  Was  not 
that  a  part  of  the  preamble  f 

Annper,  I  do  not  remember  the  preamble  of  North  Carolina  that  you  speak  of. 

^MtftDH.  You  were  living,  at  the  opening  of  the  war,  I  think  you  stated,  in  Athens  f 

Amwer.  Yes,  sir,  I  was. 

QnmHam,  When  did  you  leave  there  t 

Anmcer,  I  left  there  some  time  in  either  May  or  June,  I  will  not  state  which  posi- 
iivelf  ^  IB  m  company,  and  came  to  this  place,  and  remained  until  November. 

Quitum,  B«t  I  mean  subsequent  to  the  war ;  you  were  living  in  Limestone  after- 
ward I 

Awmcer,  Yes,  sir;  I  returned  to  Limestone  in  June,  I  think  it  was,  1865. 

(^Mt$^on>  Were  you  living  at  Athens  on  the  day  of  the  presidential  electlQU  of  1868 1 

'  No,  air,  I  was  Uving  here.  .ti^ed  by  GoOglc 
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Qutstion,  Do  yon  know  or  have  yon  heard  whether  any  band  of  disgniaed  men  rode 
into  Athens  on  the  day  of  that  presidential  election,  or  that  night  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  now  rememoer  whether  I  ever  heard  of  any  disgnised  men  riding 
into  Athens  on  that  day. 

Question,  How  soon  do  yon  think  this  Ku-Klnx  Klan  was  introduced  into  the  State  f 

Ansiper.  I  think  that  the  organization  was  introduced  into  Alabama — well,  sir,  very 
soon  after  its  formation,  its  origin,  which  took  place,  I  am  informed,  in  Pulaski,  Ten- 
nessee. 

Question.  At  about  what  date  was  the  formation  f 

Ansroer,  I  think  that  was  in  1867 ;  I  am  not  positive.  It  came  to  Alabama  very  soon 
after  that,  because  the  Alabama  State  line  was  right  there,  very  near  PulaskL 

Question.  In  the  early  part  of  the  examination  you  spoke  of  a  law  which  was  con- 
sidered very  oppressive,  and  was  looked  upon  as  being  very  obnoxious  to  the  people 
here ;  had  you  reference  to  the  act  to  suppress  murders,  lynching,  assaults  and  bat- 
tery, approved  December  28, 1866,  or  the  act  for  the  suppression  of  secret  organiza- 
tions of  men,  disguising  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  committing  crimes  and  oat- 
rages,  approved  December  26,  1868  ? 

Answer,  I  bad  reference  particularly  to  the  latter-named  act.  My  attention  MraB 
called  to  the  preamble,  and  I  was  asked  if  I  thought  it  stated  the  truth. 

Question,  Previous  to  that  you  spoke  of  a  law,  and  I  did  not  understand  your  answer, 
whether  you  meant  this  law  m  regard  to  secret  organizations  or  another  law  of  a  sim- 
ilar character,  for  the  suppression  of  murder  and  lynching. 

Answer,  My  answer  was  directed  principally  to  the  law  in  reference  to  disguised 
men. 

Question.  The  one  that  contains  a  provision  that  no  penalty  should  be  attached  to 
killing  a  person  in  disguise  f 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  felt  that  that  clause  was  wrong  f 

Answer,  I  felt  that  that  clause  was  very  heinous,  for  any  citizen  who  entertained  per- 
sonal dislike  to  another  could  shoot  him  down  and  place  a  disguise  near  him,  and  jus- 
tify himself  thereby ;  that  could  be  done ;  that  was  an  abuse  to  which  it  was  liable. 

Question.  Aside  from  that,  you  think  the  law  now  a  good  one  f 

Anstcer,  I  say  this  about  it :  I  would  not  remove  that  law  from  the  statute-book  to- 
day, for  this  reason,  because  I  believe  there  are  men  in  this  country  who  have  been 
perpetrating  outrages;  I  believe  they  are  highwaymen  and  robbers. 

Question,  Under  disguise? 

Answer.  They  go  in  disguise  and  sometimes  open  and  above-board.  I  believe  there 
are  such  men  in  tliis  country,  and  for  that  reason  we  ought  to  have  the  most  stringent 
law,  to  arrest  such  things,  that  we  can  obtain,  and  therefore,  if  I  was  a  member  of  the 
Alabama  legislature,  I  do  not  think  that  I  would  vote  to  repeal  the  law  as  a  whole ; 
there  is  a  good  deal  I  could  alter  in  it;  I  would  rather  have  it  than  no  law  at  all  on 
that  subject — a  great  deal  rather. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  that  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  here  has  given 
permission  to  his  men  to  shoot  men  they  see  riding  the  streets  in  disguise  f 

Answer,  Never. 

Question.  You  never  heard  that? 

Answer.  1  never  heard  that  such  permission  was  given  by  Qeueral  Crawford  or  any 
other  commanding  officer. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  gentleman  named  Sheets. 

Answer.  C.  C.  Sheets. 

Question,  "Who  is  het 

Answer,  C.  C.  Sheets' was  originally  from  Winston  County.  He  is  now  a  minister  to 
Denmark. 

Question.  Or  consnl  f 

Answer.  A  consul  to  Denmark.    He  was  a  republican. 

Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  thepromises  that  he  made  f 

Answer.  He  told  me  himself  that  the  Ku-Klux  had  come  to  the  Florence  Hotel,  where 
he  was  staying,  and  had  an  interview  with  him,  and  told  him  that  he  must  cease  bis 
inflammatonr  speeches ;  that  he  must  not— I  will  state  the  substance  of  his  language, 
of  course— that  he  must  not  any  longer  appeal  to  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  &e 
negroes,  as  he  had  been  doing.  He  told  me  that  he  promised  them  to  do  it.  That  day 
he  made  a  speech  here. 

Question.  That  same  day  that  he  made  the  promise  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  day  he  told  me ;  Ihat  day  he  made  a  speech  here,  and  did  ap- 
peal to  the  inflammatory  elements  of  the  negro  in  a  very  decided  manner. 

By  the  Chairmaw  : 
Question.  Did  you  hear  the  speech  f  ><^  i 

Answer.  I  did,  sir.  Dgi^i,^  by GoOglc 
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By  Mr.  Bugkuet  : 

Quettitm,  Are  you  acquainted  with  a  gentleman  named  William  R.  Chisholm,  in  an 
MJI^noing  cooDty  to  this? 

Answer,  I  know  a  man  in  Lauderdale  named  Tol  Chisliolm ;  that  may  be  the  name. 
Now  I  remember,  there  is  another  Chisholm  there  who  was  a  member  of  the  Alabama 
le^nslfttore. 

QtietHan,  Is  he  a  man  of  respectability  f 

Answer.  Tol  Chisholm  is. 

Qu€Sii<m,  Is  William  B.  Chisholm  f 

Answer,  My  difficulty  is  to  know  who  William  R.  is. 

Queslian,  I  think  he  was  a  member  of  the  legislature. 

Answer,  Then  I  am  not  acquainted  with  him. 

Question,  Do  you  know  anything  against  him  t 

Answer,  I  do  not. 

QuttfHon.  Why  I  asked  is,  because  I  have  a  copy  of  a  report  made  by  a  joint  com- 
mittee of  the  Alabama  legislature,  upon  outrages.  It  seems  a  committeo  was  ap- 
pointed in  pursuance  of  a  recommendation  of  the  governor.  The  first  paragraph  of 
the  report  reads  thus : 

"  The  joint  committee,  appointed  by  this  general  assembly,  pursuant  to  the  recom- 
meodation  of  his  Excellency  Governor  William  H.  Smith,  (ot  three  on  the  part  of  the. 
house,  and  two  on  the  part  of  the  seiiatc,)  whose  duty  it  was  made  to  investigate  the 
recent  allied  outrages  perpetrated  by  armed  bands  of  outlaws  upon  members  of  this 
le^ialature,  and  other  good  and  law-abiding  citizens  of  this  State,  and  to  report  by  bill, 
or  otherwise,  at  the  earliest  day  practicable,  what  measures  may  be  necessary  for  the 
Tiudication  of  the  law  and  future  power  of  th^  State,  approved  November  14,  1868, 
ask  leave  respectfullv  to  rejiort  that  they  entered  at  once  upon  the  work  assigned 
tboq^  and  that  they  nave  been  unceasing  in  their  efforts,  in  the  discharge  of  their  du- 
ti»«  under  the  powers  with  which  they  have  been  invested." 

It  seems  that  they  took  some  tentimony,  and  I  have  here  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Wil- 
Ham  R.  Chisholm,  who  was  called  before  the  committee,  and  was  sworn  and  testified. 
I  want  to  know  if  you  refer  to  the  promise  Mr  Sheets  gave  on  the  30tli  of  October  of 
tbat  year,  1868,  under  those  circumstances.    Mr.  Chisholm  testifies  that: 

**0n  the  30th  of  October  last,  while  on  my  way  to  the  geneial  assembly  ot  Alabama, 
and  while  in  Fk)rence,  Alabama,  I  saw  an  armed  band  of  masked  men  at  a  public  hotel 
of  the  t^wn  ;  they  were  dressed  in  black,  and  were  about  twenty-fivb  in  number.  I 
met  Colonel  Sheets,  Grant  elector,  at  the  hotel,  and  at  night  we  both  occupied  the 
same  room.  Colonel  Sheets  had  made  a  Grant  speech  in  town  on  that  day,  and  I  noticed 
was  quite  restless  after  we  retireil,  and  expressed  fears  that  the  Ku-Klux  would  attack 
him.  At  about  10  o'clock  a  negro  boy  appeared  at  our  room  door,  and  inforn}ed  Sheets 
'that  the  Ku-Klnx  were  in  town,'  which  information  alarmed  him  very  much,  and  I 
think  he  would  have  attempted  to  escape  from  the  room,  but  was  fearful  the  house 
w^  watchtrd.  At  about  12  o'clock  we  heard  a  great  mmbling  noise  in  the  house,  as  if 
» large  number  of  men  were  approaching  our  room.  When  Sheets  heard  the  noise,  he 
sprang  up  in  his  bed,  and  said  to  me,  ^  The  Kn-Klnx  are  coming,'  when  he  immediately 
sprang  from  a  window  in  our  room,  communicating  with  a  porch,  and  i-an  down  the 
lK»rch,  and  endeavored  to  make  his  escape  through  another  man's  room.  By  the  time  Sheets 
bad  ran  some  distance  down  the  porch,  the  masked  men  had  appro.'iched  the  door  of  the 
room,  and  demanded  admittance.  I  at  once  opened  the  door,  when  about  tenor  twelve 
anaed  and  disguised  men  rushed  in  the  room,  and  almost  simultaneously  demanded  ai 
me,  *  Where  is  Sheets  T '  *  Where  is  Sheets  f  I  replied  as  rapidly  as  I  could,  *  He  has 
jumped  out  of  the  window.'  Several  of  the  armed  men  looked  under  the  beds  for  Col- 
onel Sheets,  and  others  went  through  at  the  window  in  pursuit  of  him.  After  arresting 
Sheets,  I  heard  them  ask  him  who  he  was,  and  heard  him  reply,  *  My  name  is  Sheets ;  I  am 
a  cripple  and  alone  j  there  are  twenty  or  thirty  of  you,  and  you  can  hang  me,  or  shoot 
me,  or  do  as  you  please  with  me,  but  I  request  you,  if  you  are  going  to  kill  me,  to  do 
80  here,  as  I  do  not  wish  to  be  carried  to  the  woods  and  killed.'  After  some  further 
conversation  with  Sheets,  they  marched  him  under  guard  to  our  room,  where  1  still 
remained.  I  handed  him  his  clothes ;  he  put  them  on,  and  was  ordered  off  by  the  men 
who  had  him  under  guard.  He  appeared  to  be  of  the  opinion  that  they  were  going  to 
kill  him,  and  as  he  was  marched  on,  handed  me  his  watch  and  pocket-book.  Immedi- 
ately afterward  I  was  ordered  to  '  put  on  my  clothes,'  and  was  conducted  by  them  to 
mother  portion  of  the  house,  where  I  was  joined  with  Colonel  Sheets.  After  keeping 
as  mider  arrest  a  short  time,  we  were  turned  loose,  and  told  we  could  return  to  our 
nom.  The  di^piised  men  charged  Sheets  with  having  called  them  murderers  and 
scoundrels.  Sheets  replied  that  the  remarks  he  made  about  them  was  not  of  a  personal, 
bat  of  a  ]K>litical  nature,  and  I  now  think  that  the  conditions  upon  which  they  spared 
bis  life  were,  that  he  would  not  make  any  more  such  speeches  as  he  had  made,  having 
reference  to  them.  I  was  not  threatened,  but  was  treated  discourteously  and  insult- 
ingly by  them.  I  had  violated  no  law,  but  was  placed  under  arrest  by  them.  Their 
laees  and  persons  were  completely  disguised  from  recognition ;  they  also  disguised 
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their  walking  and  voices.    Tliey  were  disj^ised  in  saoh  ft  way  as  oaoaed  me  not  to 
know  any  of  them. 

*'■  I  have  seen  three  other  parties  of  disguised  men  at  different  times,  at  my  home  in 
Lauderdale  County.  They  generally  came  at  from  10  to  12  o'clock  at  night,  and  re- 
mained but  a  short  time,  without  doing  much  damage ;  in  fact  no  hostile  demonstrations 
were  made  toward  any  one  at  my  home. 

<<WILLUM  R.  CHISHOLM. 

'*  Signed  and  sworn  to,  after  being  read  over  and  approved  by  affiant,  14th  November, 
1868. 

"G.  T.  McAFEE,  Chairman.'* 

I  want  to  know  if  you  refer  to  the  promise  Colonel  Sheets  made  at  that  time  to  those 
men  not  to  make  any  more  speeches  f 

Anatcer,  The  only  thing  I  know  of  in  regard  to  that  is  what  Colonel  Sheets  told  me 
himself.  It  must  have  been  on  that  occasion,  because  that  states  it  to  have  been  the 
night  of  the  30th  of  October.  This  riot  occurred  between  the  30th  of  October  and  the 
3d  of  November,  acconling  to  my  best  recollection,  and  from  that,  I  think,  it  must  be 
that  interview  that  the  Ku-Klux  hod  with  Mr.  Sheets  that  he  referred  to  in  talking  to 
me ;  for  he  told  me  he  had  just  been  molested  by  them  in  Florence,  and  he  stated  to 
me  that  he  had  giving  a  promise  to  them  not  to  make  the  speeches  he  had  been  mak- 
ing formerly. 

Question,  What  time  in  the  day,  Saturday,  did  the  speaking  commence  here? 

Anstcer.  About  11  or  12 ;  either  11  or  12 ;  there  was  a  large  crowd  in  town— a  large 
attendance. 

QuestUm.  In  the  night-time  did  yon  sec  any  white  men  inside  of  the  oonrt-honse 
yard? 

Answer.  I  was  not  inside  of  the  court-house  yard  at  all. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  any  white  men  were  here  that  night  t 

Anstcer.  1  do  not  know  except  as  I  heard;  I  heard  that  white  men  were  inside  of  the 
court-house. 

Question.  Inside  of  the  court-house  yard  and  fence  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  any  white  men  at  all  in  the  oonrt-honse 
yard,  though  there  might  have  been  some,  and  doubtlesn  were. 

Question.  You  were  m  the  theater  at  the  time  the  difficulty  commenced  t 

Answer.  I  was,  when  the  announcement  was  made  that  they  were  coming  in. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  was  a  promiscuous  crowd*  inside  the  conrt- 
house  yard  or  not? 

Answer.  1  only  know  that  when  I  came  up  from  the  theater  there  was  a  large  num- 
ber of  white  people  on  the  side- walks. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  any  of  those  men  who  were  dismounted 
and  undisguised  about  the  streets  were  members  of  that  Ku-Klux  organization  f 

Anstcer.  I  have  none  whatever  for  believing  they  were. 

Question.  It  was  stated  in  the  testimony  here  yesterday,  I  believe  by  Mr.  Davis,  that 
the  un4li8gnised  men  who  wei-e  on  the  ground  about  the  yard  were  members  of  the  or- 
ganization, or  a  part  of  them  at  least.    Do  you  agree  with  him  in  that  f 

Answer.  I  do  not,  for  this  reason,  that,  as  I  stated  before,  I  believe  that  the  procession 
that  night  embraced  pretty  much  the  entire  membership  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization. 

Question.  1  understood  you  to  say  that  there  were  about  one  thousand  white  people 
here  t 

Ansicei;  To  the  best  of  my  belief. 

Question.  Do  you  usually  have  that  many  white  democrats  who  attend  repablican 
meetings  in  this  town  of  Huntsville  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  say  they  were  all  democratic  voters ;  there  were  a  good  many 
children  around  on  the  square,  who  came  up  as  a  matter  of  curiosity,  but  as  soon  as 
there  was  evidence  of  disturbance  and  trouble  they  all  left. 

Question.  What  I  would  like  to  ask  is  this:  do  you  think  there  was  any  connection 
between  that  republican  meetiug,  on  Saturday  night  previous  to  Grant's  elect  ion,  and 
the  appearance  of  the  Ku-Klux  upon  the  streets  f 

Anstter.  I  do.  I  think  it  for  this  re:ison,  that  there  had  been  various  and  nnmerons 
threats  made  that  day  that  the  Ku-Klux  could  not  come  in  here.  I  heard  it  repeatedly 
on  the  streets  during  the  day.  I  paid  no  attention  to  it,  for  the  reason  that  I  did  not 
expect  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Did  you  hear,  about  12,  that  the  Ku-Klux  would  appear  in  town  that  day  t 

Answer.  1  <lid  not ;  and  as  the  Iwist  evidence  that  I  did  not  think  they  were  coming, 
I  was  quietly  attending  a  little  Thespian  i>erfonnance  in  the  theater. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  name  of  the  gentleman  who  approached  yon  in  that 
instance  which  you  mentioned  to  join  the  organization  f 

AuKtcer.  1  remember  it  to  this  extent,  as  I  stated.  1  did  not  think  it  could  be  accepted 
an  a  direct  overture  to  me  to  join,  for  the  reason  that  they  knew  my  sentiments,  and 
that  I  would  not  join. 
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QjmtioM.  Do  yon  know  the  name  of  the  gentleman  who  approached  you  f 

Aumer.  I  do. 

Qmitmn,  The  same  one  who  showed  yon  the  certificate  f 

Anmoer,  It  was  not  the  man  who  showed  me  the  certificate. 

QuOUm.  That  was  the  second  one,  in  point  of  time,  bnt  the  first  one  yon  related  f 

Anmoer,  I  said  tliis  man  approached  me — a  man  unknown  to  me — and  he  had  a  oer- 
tificato  unknown  to  me,  that  he  was  all  right,  and  that  I  could  give  him  a  '^  precept/' 
tod  my  suspicion  was  aroused,  because  he  aUeged  that  he  came  &m  a  neighborhood  in 
Limestone  that  I  was  acquainted  with. 

QiusUon.  Did  you  see  the  name  of  the  gentleman  who  presented  the  certificate  in  the 
eeitificatef 

Annter.  I  certainly  saw  the  certificate  recommending  this  man,  but  I  do  not  remem- 
ber his  name.  '' 

QuaUon.  You  saw  the  certificate  recommendin|f  him  as  all  ri^ht  f 

Ajuwer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  that  I  could  take  him  into  my  confidence,  and  that  he  was 
trustworthy,  but  his  name  I  do  not  remember,  because  he  was  an  entire  stranger  to 
me. 

Qu&Him,  At  what  time  did  the  Loyal  League  exist  in  Athens,  of  which  yon  spoke  f 

AM9W€r,  I  think  that  the  first  time  that  I  remember  the  existence  of  the  Loyal  League 
there  was  in  1866 ;  I  think  it  was  some  time  in  Xt366. 

Qufs^an,  That  was  before  the  reconstruction  measures  were  passed  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  before  the  passage  of  the  reconstruction  laws. 

Qutttkm,  Then  it  was  before  they  had  the  privilege  of  voting  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  the  Loyal  League  existed  before  the  right  to  vote  was  given  to 
them.  It  is  my  recollection  that  Captain  Bingham  orgauii^  a  Loyal  League  long 
before  the  right  to  vote  was  conferred  on  the  colored  people. 

Question,  Did  you  say  the  present  probate  judge  made  a  good  officer? 

Answer,  I  said  he  keeps  his  records  and  dockets  in  a  very  good  condition,  so  much  so 
that  when,  as  a  lawyer,  as  I  have  frequent  occasion  to  visit  his  office,  1  never  have  any 
difficulty  in  finding  a  paper  or  record  ;  that  the  mechanical  part  of  the  office  is  ad- 
minbly  kept. 

QsestUm.  How  does  he  compare  with  the  former  Judge;  some  comparison  has  been 
made  here  by  some  witness  ? 

Answer,  His  immediate  predecessor,  you  mean,  of  course.  Judge  Scruggs? 

Question,  I  think  that  was  the  name.    Colonel  Davis  spoke  of  him. 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  he  keeps  the  office  in  a  much  better  condition  than  Judge  Scruggs 
did. 

Questiom,  He  is  a  northern  man,  is  he  not  ? 

Answer,  He  is. 

Question,  Did  von  ever  hear  that  his  predecessor  was  a  defaulter  to  the  county  for 
WTeral  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer,  I  heard  that  there  was  some  difficulty  between  Judge  Scruggs  and  the 
tRsiorer  of  this  county  about  money  that  Scruggs  had  received  as  probate  Judge, 
which  he  should  have  paid  over  to  the  county  treasurer. 

Question,  Received  nom  what  scarce  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  from  what  source.  I  merely  heard  that.  The  way  I  heard 
it  WM,  if  I  remember  correctly,  through  Mr.  Lowe,  who  was  then  the  district  attorney, 
lam  sure  that  I  heard  after  that  that  Judge  Scrug^  had  straightened  the  matter  up 
to  the  Batisfaction  of  the  county  treasurer,  and  that  it  was  all  right.  How  he  did  it, 
or  what  the  amount  was,  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  Did  I  understand  yon  to  say  that  th^re  was  a  colored  man  by  name  of 
CWles  Hale,  who  had  some  colored  men  under  arms  the  day  of  the  riot  ? 

Answer.  That  is  what  the  witnesses  said  in  testimony  X  took. 

QuesWm,  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  Charles  Hale  was  that  day  a  deputy  sherifi*, 
trting  under  the  orders  of  the  sheriff  of  the  county  ? 

Answer,  I  know  he  had  been ;  he  was  afterward  the  deputy  sheriff;  whether  he  was 
or  not  at  that  time  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  You  had  heard  he  had  been  ? 

Answer,  I  know  be  had  been  and  he  was  afterward ;  he  may  have  been  at  that  time. 
I  do  not  remember  the  testimony  on  that  subject ;  my  memory  preponderates  to  the 
belief  that  he  was  deputy  sheriff  at  that  time. 

Qnetlion,  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  the  men  he  had  with  him  were  his  posse,  men 
selected  with- a  view  of  acting  under  his  orders  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  colored 
men  orderly  that  day  of  the  meeting  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  that  was  the  case  ? 

Aniwer.  I  never  did. 

Question,  You  saw  nothing  improper  that  they  did  ?  C^r\r\r^]i> 

Answer.  During  the  day  ?  Digitized  by  VjUVjy  IL 

QiietUon,  Yes. 
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Answer,  1  did  not. 

Question,  Speaking  of  amnesty,  has  not  the  repahlioan  party  of  this  State  uniformly 
urged  the  removal  of  all  politicioJ  disabUities  T 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  may  be  compelled  in  answering  this  question  to  quote  Mr.  Davis 
again  as  a  republican. 

Qv^Hon,  Well,  quote  him. 

Answer,  He  has  always  claimed  to  be  a  republican  and  strongly  advocated  general 
amnesty. 

Question,  Did  not  the  State  republican  convention  held  at  Solma  last  year,  in  its  res- 
olutions, declare  its  desire  to  have  all  political  disabilities  removed  t 

Answer,  My  recx>llection  is  that  it  did. 

Questiwt,  It  had  been  done  previous  to  that  also,  had  it  not  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  that,  but  my  recollection  of  the  republican  convention  at 
Selma  is  that  it  did  recommend  general  amnesty. 

Question,  What  has  been  the  conduct  and  behaviour  of  the  colored  people  in  this  part 
of  the  State  since  the  surrender  T 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  take  the  mass  of  the  colored  people  and  I  do  not  think  that  the 
people  have  any  cause  of  complaint  whatever  in  their  conduct,  or  in  their  courtesy  and 
politeness  toward  the  people  at  large  generally. 

Question,  That  is  the  general  impression  through  the  county,  is  it  T 

Answer,  That  they  have  conducted  themselves  well— that  they  have  been  quiet  and 
peacefal. 

Question,  You  have  noticed  here,  during  your  residence  in  this  county,  no  disposition 
on  the  part  of  the  colored  people  to  arm  themselves,  or  to  be  boisterous,  or  to  go  about 
the  country  creating  disturbance  in  any  way  f 

Answer,  I  have  never  noticed  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  colored  people  to  go  about 
the  country  creating  disturbance.  I  noticed,  and  was  in  outside  attendance  of  several 
meetings  in  1668,  in  which  the  negro  orators  or  speakers  were  very  extravagant  in  the 
expression  of  their  sentiments  of  hostility  toward  the  people  of  the  South,  and  of  the 
town.  I  remember  one  instance  in  particular :  a  colored  man  named  George  Williams, 
who  pointed  from  the  steps  of  the  north  end  of  this  court-house  to  the  buildings  round 
the  town,  and  said  that  if  the  people  of  the  South  did  not  accord  to  them  their  rights 
as  citizens,  remember  that  it  was  through  their  labor  and  toil  that  all  these  building 
were  constructed,  and  that  they  could  destroy  them ;  that  was  the  idea  in  substance. 

Question,  Have  you  known  any  depredations  in  the  country  committM  by  amuU 
squads  of  three  or  four  or  five  negroes  traveling  about  T 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  have  heard  of  no  bandH  of  depredating  negroes ;  so  far  as  my 
knowledge  or  information  goes,  the  negroes  have  conducted  themselves  very  peaceably 
and  orderly,  and  behaved  tuemselves  well. 

Question,  And,  considering  their  liberty,  you  think  they  have  behaved  as  well  as  you 
could  expect  them  to  T 

Answer,  I  certainly  did  not  expect  them  to  do  as  well,  and  I  think  we  would  never 
have  had  any  trouble  with  them  at  all  if  there  had  been  no  Loyal  Leagues  or  unkind 
feeling,  and  if  the  negroes  had  been  Just  let  alone,  unmolested,  untampered  with  by 
persons  who  do  not  know  the  negroes  as  well  as  the  southern  people,  who  I  consider 
their  very  best  friends. 

Question,  Even  under  these  aggravating  circumstances  you  have  not  been  troubled 
much  with  them  f 

Answer,  No,  sir  ;  not  by  the  negroes ;  it  is  not  the  negroes  we  complain  of. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  In  that  speech  you  referred  to,  made  by  Mr.  Sheets,  did  he  counsel  the 
negroes  to  any  acts  of  violence  unless  they  were  interrupted  in  their  rights  T 

Answer,  My  recollection,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  the  main  point  made  in  Mr.  Shects's 
speech,  which  was  inflammatory  in  its  tendencies,  was  that  he  said  to  the  negroes,  '*  If 
you  were  not  so  weak-kneed  and  so  cowardly  these  Ku-Klax  could  not  parade  through 
the  country.^'    That  is  in  substance  what  he  said. 

Question,  Had  he  not  been  referring  to  the  Ku-Klux  as  having  interrupted  the  colored 
men  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights  f 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir :  he  had  been  speaking  of  the  Ku-Elux  riding  through  the  country 
and  molesting  the  colored  people,  and  he  alleged,  as  radical  orators  did  at  that  time, 
and  do,  that  the  purpose  and  object  of  the  Ru-Klux  organization  was  to  trample  down 
the  negroes  and  keep  them  from  voting  the  republican  ticket. 

Question,  And  his  connsel  was  that  they  shonld  arm  and  defend  themselves  T 

Answer,  That  they  should  defend  themselves ;  that  they  were  strong  enough  to  do 
it  physically  and  in  numbers,  and  if  they  did  not  do  it,  it  was  because  they  were 
weak-kneed  and  cowardly;  I  think  that  was  the  exact  expression. 

Question.  If  his  premises  were  right,  and  the  Ku-Klux  had  been  interfering^  \titli  tho 
negroes,  breaking  open  their  houses,  and  whipping  and  otherwise  maltreating  them, 
do  you  not  think  his  advice  was  proper  f 

Answer,  If  his  premises  were  right,  I  would  not  think  his  advice  wrong,  but  I 
ihought  his  premises  entirely  false. 
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HdntsyillE;  Alabama,  October  12, 1871. 
HENBY  HAMLIN  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QueaHon,  Where  do  yon  live  T 

Answer,  I  ]iyo  in  this  coanty—Madison  County. 

Question.  Have  yon  ever  been  whipped  by  the  Kn-Klnxf 

Answer,  Yes.  sir.  * 

Question.  Wnent 

Answer,  About  three  years  ago. 

QuesHon,  Where  T 

Answer,  Down  abont  three  or  five  miles,  at  Trinity,  down  below  Decatur. 

Question,  What  county  is  that  inf 

Answer.  In  this  county. 

Question,  What  were  you  whipped  for  T 

Answer,  I  couldn't  tell  you  what  it  was  for. 

Question.  Who  whipped  you  f 

Answer.  I  didn't  know  none  of  them.  I  went  away  fW)m  here,  down  on  the  railroad, 
to  work  on  the  railroad.  I  was  a  stranger  down  there.  I  hadn't  been  down  there 
more  than  two  weeks  when  they  came  there  one  night.  The  hands  had  gone  to  bed, 
and  they  knocked  at  the  door  and  told  us  to  open  the  door.  Nobody  would  open  it, 
aod  they  kept  saying,  "  Open  the  door,  old  man,"  and  nobody  would  open  it,  and  after 
a  while  they  took  the  breech  of  a  gun  and  mauled  it  open.  They  knocked  all  the  nlank 
off  and  came  in,  and  said,  "Give  up  those  fjuns  and  pistols."  Wo  told  them  we  didn't 
have  none:  he  said,  "  You  are  a  damned  liar ;"  we  said,  **  We  haven't  any ;"  he  said, 
"Yes,  you  have,"  and  then  they  carried  us  on  to  the  horses,  and  tied  our  hands  behind 
us:  they  tied  my  hands  behind  me,  and  they  tied  that  man's  hands  to  me  on  that  side, 
and  that  man's  hands  to  me  on  the  other  side.  All  were  tied  together,  and  they 
marched  us  across  the  railroad.  And  another  man,  his  family  and  wife,  staic^in  a 
•hanty;  they  came  up  there;  bum  I  bum!  bum!  "Open  this  door !"  This  black  man 
heard  it,  and  slipped  through  the  window  to  get  away ;  they  ran  through  the  window 
aft«-him,  and  across  the  field,  shooting,  and  I  heard  them  catch  him  aa  he  was  ruu- 
jing  in  his  drawers,  bare-headed ;  they  fetched  him  back  and  first  tied  him.  This 
olack  man  asked  them  to  let  him  go  and  get  his  shoes  and  pants ;  no,  they  said  they 
▼oaldn't  let  him,  and  they  carried  him  on  up  in  his  drawers  and  shirt-sleoves,  bare- 
footed, and  wouldn't  let  him  get  nothing,  and  the  others  in  there  were  taking  what 
money  his  wife  had.  He  had  been  on  the  railroad  three  or  four  years ;  he  had  some- 
thing like  $300 — a  good  deal  of  money.  While  they  had  us,  the  rest  of  them  were  iu 
there  robbing  and  taking  the  money  from  his  wife.  She  was  scared  and  was  hollo- 
ing, and  they  came  out  and  catched  up  with  us  after  we  got  three  or  four  miles  on, 
and  one  fellow  says,  "  O,  by  God,  we  made  a  damned  big  raise  to-night ;  damn  it,  we 
got  a  big  raise."  He  meant  he  had  got  a  heap  of  money.  Then  they  carried  us  on  up  to 
the  graveyard,  about  seven  miles  from  there ;  they  just  rode  over  us,  galloped  over  us, 
and  made  us  run,  and  kept  riding  over  us.  We  would  fall  down,  and  they  would  ride 
plambover  us.  They  holloed,  "Get  up,  God  damn  you,"  and  said,  *'I  will  blow  your 
God  dan^  brains  out,"  and  so  driving  us  on ;  when  they  carried  us  out  there  and  we  saw 
the  craveyard,  the  boys  commenced  to  keep  up  such  a  fuss,  seeing  the  graveyard  and 
thinking  they  were  going  to  kill  them  and  bury  them,  and  they  holloed, '  O,  Lord,  I  am 
going  to  die ;  I  can't  do  any  more ;  I  am  overpowered ;  I  have  to  go."  Then  they  told  us, 
"Boys,  we  arenot  goingto  kill  you,  but  whip  you.  I  am  going  to  whip  you,  not  kill  you ;" 
and  they  told  us  not  to  be  onrestless ;  and  they  said  they  were  going  to  make  us  know 
that  they  were  going  to  rule  this  country.  They  said,  "  You  God  damned  fellows  going 
about  here  think  you  do  as  you  please,  but  I'll  let  you  know  you  shan't.  We  have  just 
come  from  hell,  and  we  rule  you  all.  I  have  not  had  any  water  for  three  or  four  days." 
They  were  talking  fine  voices— sharp  voices.  He  said,  "Do  you  know  met"  I  said, 
**No,  I  don't."  Ho  said,  "Well,  you  will  know  me."  Well,  they  whipped  us  up  there. 
The  first  man  got  away,  down  at  the  shanty,  and  they  catchedhim,  and  he  got  away 
again,  up  at  the  graveyard,  as  they  were  untyiug  him.  They  got  us  up  there  all  in  a 
hne,  every  man  all  around  like  a  guard,  with  his  pistol  cocked,  so  that  if  you  were  to 
Ruae  to  run  he  would  shoot  you.  This  man  got  loose  up  there.  I  don't  know  how. 
They  shot  at  him  three  or  four  times,  every  one  of  them  did.  They  aimed  to  shoot 
him,  and  shot  his  horse  in  the  side.  The  man  run,  and  by  running  among  the  horses 
and  bushes  ho  got  away  and  saved  himself,  and  got  back.  We  had  ueen  whipped,  and 
we  had  come  on  back  to  the  shanty.  We  were  so  sorry,  and  they  had  whipped  us  so 
had,  and  we  were  so  bad  we  couldn't  lay  down,  and  it  was  day ;  and  we  saw  him,  before 
<iay,  coming  around  there  that  morning,  and  we  told  him  what  they  said  to  tell  this 
feUow,that  they  would  make  his  coflin,  and  set  it  in  his  house,  and  damned  if  they 
wero  not  going  to  have  him  anyhow.  They  would  get  his  coffin  and  set  it  in  his  house; 
that  th«y  were  going  to  have  him.  They  took  another  man  down — one  of  the  old 
hands  that  had  been  working  on  the  road  before  I  was.    I  didn't  know  about  him. 
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They  took  him  down  firat.  The  reason  they  were  whipping  us  was,  they  said,  because 
we  diclu't  go  to  the  meeting.  They  had  a  meeting  down  there  on  Saturday,  and  the 
old  ones  wouldn't  go  because  they  knowed  more  about  it,  and  they  said  they  were  not 
going ;  that  the  negro  was  going  to  take  side  with  the  white  folks. 

Question,  What  kind  of  a  meeting  was  itt 

Anmoer,  It  was  a  meeting  with  speaking. 

Quesiiott.  Was  it  a  democratic  meeting  r 

Answer,  The  negro  wanted  to  be  with  the  white  folks.  He  said  that  he  was  holding 
the  kind  of  meetiug  you  spoke  of. 

Question,  Democratic  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  they  went  for  that  kind  of  men.  Because  this  man  that  was  work- 
ing with  me  didn't  go  to  hear  them,  they  took  the  spite  out  on  him,  and  whipped  us 
about  it.    That's  what  they  told  us. 

Question.  How  many  men  came  to  your  shanty  that  night  T 

Answer,  About  twenty ;  I  think,  in  all,  twenty  came  there,  but  there  was  more  of 
them. 

Question,  Did  they  come  on  foot  or  on  horseback  T 

Answer,  They  left  their  horses  right  down  in  the  bottom,  about  one  hundred  yards 
off,  and  walked  up. 

Questton.  Did  you  see  the  horses  afterward? 

Answer,  1  saw  them. 

Question,  Were  they  covered  T 

Answer,  Tes,  sir;  they  carried  me  right  up  to  the  horses. 

Question,  What  were  they  covered  witht  - 

Answer.  With  white. 

Questi^,  What  did  the  men  have  on  over  their  £Aces  and  bodies  T 

Answer,  White  gowns,  that  came  down  to  their  knees,  and  scolloped  over  the  face ; 
you  couldn't  see  his  face,  and  he  had  a  high  hat  on  the  head. 

Qumtion,  Was  the  face  painted  T 

Anmoer,  No,  sir ;  they  hod  the  face  covered  so  we  couldn't  see.  They  whipped  the 
first  one  pretty  badly. 

Question.  What  did  they  whip  him  with  f 

Answer,  With  one  of  these  pistol-holsters  that  comes  around.  They  let  him  down 
and  whipped  him.  They  laid  down  a  fence-rail,  and  tied  his  hands  and  feet  to  it,  and 
seven  men  whipped  him  at  once.  They  whipped  him  so  bad  he  couldn't  turn  over,  and 
he  couldn't  get  home. 

Question,  Did  they  have  hickory  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  Just  leather  straps. 

Question,  What  did  they  whip  you  with  T 

Answer.  Leather  straps. 

Question,  How  many  lashes  T 

Answer,  I  couldn't  tell  you.  I  never  was  whipped  so  much  in  all  the  days  of  my 
life. 

Question,  Did  it  make  the  blood  run  f 

Answer,  Ye^  sir :  it  blistered  me  all  over.  I  sometimes  feel  the  pain  coming  back 
in  my  back  now ;  I  never  have  got  well  from  it ;  it  hurt  me  so  bad. 

Question,  How  many  of  you  colored  people  were  whipped  by  that  party  T 

Anstver.  There  wasn't  but  four. 

Question,  What  time  of  night  was  thisf 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  about  11  o'clock  in  the  night. 

Question.  Did  they  accuse  you  colored  meu  of  voting  the  radical  ticket  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  heap  of  them  did.  They  were  talking  and  trying  to  make  me  tell 
something  about  the  Union  League  they  had  up  here.  After  thejr  found  out  I  camo 
from  Huntsville  they  wanted  me  to  tell  something  about  the  Union  League ;  I  told 
them  I  didn't  know  anything  about  it;  they  said,  '*It  had  been  down  at  Decatur;"  I 
knew  they  had  a  gathering  down  at  Decatur  once ;  he  said  I  was  along  in  the  crowd, 
he  was  told ;  I  told  him  I  wasn't  there,  that  I  knew  tboy  went  down  there ;  he  tried  to 
make  me  tell  about  some  man  that  was  at  the  head  of  it ;  I  don't  know  who  it  was 
now ;  tboy  tried  to  make  me  tell ;  I  told  them  I  didn't  Imow  who  was  at  the  head,  and 
I  didn't  know.  Then  they  whipped  me  and  whipned  me,  and  then  I  wouldn't  tell,  and 
one  of  tbeni  thought  he  would  take  up  a  fence  rau  and  kill  me,  but  the  captain  of  the 
Ku-Klnx  said,  *^  No,  let  him  up  ;  don't  hurt  him  any  more ;  you  have  done  enough  to 
him."  One  said,  **  Damn  me  if  I  don't  kill  him,"  and  the  captain  got  sort  o'  mad  because 
they  wanted  to  kill  me, and  he  wouldn't  let  them;  he  said  no,  I  should  not  bo  killed, 
and  be  didn't  go  to  kill  me.  Then  they  let  me  up  and  took  another  man ;  that  man  is 
out  here  now ;  they  whipped  him :  he  would  raise  up  his  head  every  once  in  a  while 
when  tboy  were  whipping  him,  and  one  of  them  had  brass  spurs  on,  and  bo  struck  him  in 
his  face  with  the  spur ;  he  struck  him  on  the  top  of  the  head  about  that  deep,  (two 
inches ;)  they  took  two  bones  out  of  that  man's  head,  and  he  bled  a  great  deaL    After 
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he  got  w«]],  M  he  thought,  and  got  the  wound  cored,  it  broke  ont  again,  and  the  doo- 

ter  took  two  bonee  oat  of  it  since. 
Qiu»tion,  What  did  they  tell  you  yon  must  do  when  they  left  you  T 
Answer,  Tbey  told  us  we  must  go  home  and  go  to  work  on  the  railroad,  and  be  good 

boys,  and  when  they  came  across  us  again  they  wouldn't  hurt  us ;  but  that  other  man 
that  got  away,  named  Scruggs,  they  told  him  they  would  make  his  coffin,  and  set  it  in 
his  bouse,  for  they  were  going  to  kill  him. 
Queatwn,  Kill  him  for  whatf 

Antwer,  They  didn't  say.  Tbey  said  he  had  been  talking  some  big  talk,  tbcy  beard, 
and  they  were  going  to  kill  him,  and  tbey  shouldn't  talk  such  big  talk ;  tbut  we  had 
got  so  here  that  we  thought  we  could  rule  tbis  country. 

Question.  Did  they  call  theidtelves  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir;  they  said  they  were  just  from  hell;  that  they  had  had  no  water 
for  three  or  four  days  at  a  time ;  they  said  God  sent  them  down  here,  and  they  were 
going  to  rule  us. 

Question,  Did  you  see  them  drink  any  water  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  came  and  asked  for  a  drink  of  water,  and  we  told  them  we 
didn't  have  any,  and  he  said  it  was  a  damned  lie ;  he  would  have  a  drink ;  that  be 
hadn't  had  any  for  three  or  four  days. 

Question,  Did  he  tell  you  bow  to  vote  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  at  tbis  time  General  Grant's  election  was  coming,  and  it  was  done 
before  his  election  come  on. 

Question.  How  did  they  tell  you  to  vote  T 

Answer.  They  told  us  to  vote  for  Seymour  or  Blair ;  one  of  them  men. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  colored  man  who  had  the  money ;  the  ^00  f 

Answer.  Scruggs. 

Question.  Ton  say  they  took  all  his  money  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  take  any  money  away  from  you  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  have  any  down  there.    • 

Question.  Did  any  of  the  rest  of  your  friends  have  any  money  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  with  me. 

Question.  Did  any  of  you  have  any  gunsT 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  even  a  pistol.  One  from  here  said  he  heard  one  had  a  pistol, 
aod  said  he  was  owning  it,  but  he  never  got  it. 

Question,  What  did  tbey  accuse  him  oft 

Answer.  Of  being  a  Union  League;  that  was  what  he  said ;  he  said  I  must  go  home 
ttd  bo  good,  and  vote. 

Question.  Vote  for  Seymour  and  Blair  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  tbey  said  they  is  our  men,  and  the  country  belonged  to  them,  and 
we  must  give  them  our  vote. 

Question,  Did  tbey  say  tJiey  would  lick  you  again  if  you  didn't  vote  for  them  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  didn't  say  tbey  would  lick  me. 

Question,  How  many  lashes  do  you  think  bit  you  f 

Answer.  I  couldn't  tell  you ;  but  I  think  it  was  something  like  a  thousand ;  I  think 
KTeo  men  whipped  me  at  once,  and  every  lick  was  a  hard  one.  I  never  was  whipped 
10 bad  in  the  days  of  my  life ;  I  thought  my  time  had  come  to  die;  I  just  gave  up  to 
die;  I  couldn't  do  any  other  way ;  that's  the  first  time  I  bad  been  in  trouble  in  my 
Mb. 

Question.  Did  you  know  who  these  men  were  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  men  who  had  been  treated  in  this  way  go  and  make  complaint 
»l>out  it  to  anybody! 

Answer,  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Who  to  f 
.  Antwer,  Mr.  Williams  here  had  cbargo  of  the  depot ;  come  on  that  day ;  he  heard  of 
{t,  and  bo  saw  us,  and  wo  aimed  to  catch  him  at  Decatur,  but  we  couldn't  catch  him 
belbn;  the  train  went  aloug ;  he  said  it  was  away  down  below  Decatur,  and  we  could 
f,o  on  to  go  up  to  HuntsvilTo;  we  told  bim  about  it  and  ho  got  mad  about  it ;  said  it 
^as  a  mighty  bad  way  to  do,  bothering  the  bands  when  they  were  taking  rest  at  right, 
or  mnning  in  on  them  in  that  way. 

Question.  You  were  all  in  bed  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  and  asleep ;  we  had  been  working  pretty  hard  that  day. 
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860         CONDITION   OF  AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  Oetoher  12,  1871. 

JESSE  BROWN  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairbiax  : 

Question,  Where  do  yon  live? 

Answer,  Here  in  town. 

Question,  Where  were  yon  bom  and  raised  f 

Answer,  Below  Atlanta,  Georgia,  ten  miles  below  there. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Madison  Ooonty  f 

Aneioer.  I  have  been  here  ever  since  the  war. 

Question,  Were  you  a  soldier  in  the  wart 

Anstcer,  Yes,  in  the  Forty-fourth  regiment. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  whipped  or  otherwise  outraged  by  the  Ku-Klnx  Klon  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  have. 

Question,  Toll  the  committee  what  the  Eu-Klux  did  to  yon. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  we  were  working  on  the  railroad.  One  night  about  dark,  or  after 
dusk,  they  came  in  as  I  was  getting  supper  and  took  ns  away  up  into  the  inonntaiuH, 
to  the  graveyard,  and  took  me  down  and  whipped  me ;  they  took  me  down,  but  conhln'c 

get  mo  down  to  whip  me,  and  one  of  them  took  his  spur  and  struck  my  head  rii^bt 
ere,  and  broke  my  skull  here;  I  pulled  out  two  pieces  as  big  as  my  thumb  nail. 

Qtmstion,  How  often  were  you  struck  by  them  f 

Anstcer,  About  a  hundred  lashes,  I  reckon.  After  they  did  that  they  tried  to  kill  me 
but  the  captain  said,  ^*  Don't  kill  him.    I  am  not  aiming  to  kill  him.'' 

Question.  How  many  men  were  concerned  in  the  whipping  f 

Answer,  1  can't  toll  you ;  there  was  so  many  whipped  at  that  time,  I  couldn't  teU. 

Question,  As  well  as  you  could  jadge  how  many  were  there  f 

Answer.  As  well  as  I  could  judge  there  was  about  twenty-five. 

Question.  Did  they  have  on  disguises  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  false  faces,  and  all  the  rigging. 

^e8<iow.  Long  gowns  f  • 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  long  white  gowns,  some  black. 

Question.  Were  tney  on  horseback  or  on  foot  T 

Anstcer.  On  horseback. 

Question.  Were  the  horses  covered  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  they  were  sorrel  horses,  every  one  of  them ;  all  of  them  were 
sorrel. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  the  covering  was  sorrel  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  the  horses  were  sorrel ;  the  covering  was  white. 

Qttestion.  Were  these  men  armed  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  ;•  they  had  guns  and  pistols. 

Question.  Had  you  gone  to  bed  when  they  came  in  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  bad  not  got  through  supper ;  jUst  came  in  ftom  the  railroad. 

Question.  Whose  shanty  were  you  boarding  in  f 

Anstcer.  John  Troxei  on  the  railroad  ;  he  is  now  on  the  Mobile  and  OJiio  Railroad. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  when  they  came  to  the  shanty  T 

Answer.  Nothing  but  open  the  door,  and  we  wouldn't  open  the  door ;  wo  woaldn't 
open  it,  but  they  rared  and  pitched  so  that  they  sheered  the  door  up  and  broke  off  tbe 
latch. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  T 

Atiswer,  Tliey  only  took  us  up  in  the  mountain  to  the  graveyard. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  they  where  taking  you  up  there  fort 

Answer.  They  didn't  say.    I  asked  them,  because  I  hadn't  been  there  but  two  weeks. 

Question,  Did  they  look  for  guns  T 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir;  they  looked  for  all  they  could  find. 

Question,  Did  they  find  any  in  the  shanties  T 

Anstcer,  Not  in  our  shanty. 

Question,  I>id  they  search  the  other  shanties  T 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir,  all  but  two ;  one  was  in  the  section  boss's  yard,  and  the  other  down 
the  road  about  one  hundred  yards. 

Question,  Did  they  find  any  guns  T 

Anstcer,  No,  sir.    They  took  some  of  the  boys'  watches  firom  them. 

Question,  Did  they  rob  anybody  of  money  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  they  took  $100  from  a  man  named  Scruggs ;  he  ia  now  at  Decatur ; 
and  they  took  his  watch  too,  a  nice  silver  watch. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  the  men  who  were  disguised! 

Anstcer.  No,  sir,  they  were  strangers  to  me;  I  had  just  went  over  from  here,  and  had 
been  only  two  weeks  there. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  with  you  at  the  graveyard? 

Anmter.  Thi*y  tied  mo  down  on  a  cedar  pole;  thoy  tied  my  feet  and  hands,  and  I 
wonldu't  put  uiy  head  down  for  them  to  whip  me,  and  he  broke  my  skull. 
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QmHan^  With  a  spur  f 

Aiuwer,  Yes,  sir.    I  laid  six  months  with  it  before  I  got  well. 

Question.  How  did  he  hit  you? 

Answer.  When  I  went  to  raise  my  head  np  he  kicked  me  with  hia  big  brass  spTir. 

QuaUon.  How  many  lashes  did  he  hit  you  T 

Answer.  He  hit  me,  I  reckon,  about  one  hundred  lashes. 

QuesUon.  What  did  they  say  they  were  doing  this  for  f 

Answer.  They  didn't  tell  me  what  for ;  they  wouldn't  tell  us  that ;  they  Just  came 
right  in  after  us.    The  moon  was  shining  as  bright  as  day. 

QuMon.  How  many  did  they  take  up  T 

Answer.  The  took  up  five  of  us  in  that  bouse ;  the  other  two  boys  were  in  the  house 
with  tbe  boys,  and  they  didn't  get  them,  Nat  Tissig  and  Henry  Thompson ;  they  didn't 
get  them. 

QueslUm.  Did  any  of  your  party  escape  T  • 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  these  two  made  the  escape.  When  they  sot  Scruggs  up  there  he 
got  away  ;  his  horse  was  standing  aa  far  as  Kom  here  to  the  chair,  anohis  bridle  rein 
was  over  his  neek,  and  he  jumped  for  the  horse. 

Questum.  Did  he  ride  him  away  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  be  wasn't  quick  enough,  but  he  ran  himself  and  they  shot  at  him. 
I  was  hardly  able  to  get  back ;  .1  wasn't  able  to  get  home  next  day. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  consciousness  after  you  were  hit  in  the  head  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  pains  me  now ;  every  time  it  goes  to  rain  it  bothers  me  a  heap 
now. 

Question.  Did  they  say  anything  to  yon  about  yonr  belonging  to  the  Loyal  League  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  said  that  the  Huntsville  fellows  belonged  to  the  League,  and 
this  man  that  jost  went  out  (Henry  Hamlin)  said  no,  he  didn't.  I  didn't  say  nothing 
then;  I  didn't  say  a  word ;  they  didn't  give  us  a  chance  to  talk,  but  went  to  beating 

Question.  Did  they  tell  you  how  to  vote  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  didn't  say  nothing  about  voting  to  me. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  what  they  said  after  you  were  struck  by  the  spurt 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  hear  what  they  said.  I  believe  I  was  the  last  one  they 
whipped.    When  they  struck  me  ou  the  head  with  the  spur  they  lefb  me  right  off. 

Questum.  You  hadn't  any  senses  left  after  that  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  know  what  they  were  doing.  I  just  told  you  my  best  judg- 
ment ;  that's  all  I  know. 

Question.  How  long  was  this  before  the  presidential  election  f 

Answer.  It  has  been  three  years  ago. 

Question.  Three  years  this  month  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  anybody  taken  up  for  this  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  came  to  Huutffville  as  soon  as  it  was  done.  The  next  morning 
tiie  boys  fetched  me  home.  They  had  to  walk  home,  and  they  had  to  tote  me  part  of 
tbe  way ;  I  couldn't  walk.  I  had  to  lay  down  all  night,  and  couldn't  get  home,  and 
when  I  got  home  I  didn't  know  anything  at  all.  Colonel  Williams,  down  at  the  depot, 
knows  the  very  time  it  was  done.  Some  soldiers  went  down  to  Dacatur ;  they  dian't 
get  down  to  where  it  was  done. 

Question.  Was  anything  ever  done  to  these  men  that  whipped  you  in  this  way  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  a  thing. 

By  Mr.  Blair:  ^ 

Question.  Colonel  Willisuns,  where  is  he  f 
Answer.  He  is  down  at  the  depot ;  he  is  about  here  somewhere. 
Question.  Is  he  at  the  depot  now  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  stays  there.    He  was  there  the  last  time  I  saw  him. 
Question.  You  say  you  wore  very  badly  injured  and  had  to  stay  in  bed  for  some  timet 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  ^on  have  any  physician  to  attend  you—any  doctor  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question,  What  doctor? 

Answer.  Dr,  Ronan  and  Dr.  Benford:  he  probed  my  head  to  see  how  deep  it  was  cut. 
He  said  it  Just  missed  the  brain-pan  a  little  bit,  or  it  would  have  killed  me. 
Questi4m.  Do  they  both  live  here  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  haven't  seen  Dr.  Bonan  for  a  long  time. 
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HuNTSViLLB,  Alabama,  Ootober-VStf  1871. 

MAJOR  GARDINER  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Where  were  yon  bom  and  raised  f 

Answer,  At  Gardiner's. 

Question,  Id  what  coanty  T 

Aimcer,  lu  this  county. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  see  the  Ku-Klnxf 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir :  I  saw  what  they  call  Ku-Elux  many  a  time. 

Question,  Tell  us  when  and  where. 

Answer,  The  first  time  I  ever  saw  a  Eu-Klux  was  on  a  Sunday  eyening,  Jnst  about 
sundown.  We  were  sitting  on  the  fence ;  as  I  sat  there,  some  of  them  come  on.  I 
iumped  down  off  the  fence ;  it  sort  of  frightened  me  to  see  them  coming.  I  was  aston- 
ished too.  I  went  in  the  house  and  shut  the  door,  and  there  was  a  hail  to  Have  the 
door  opened,  and  I  locked  it,  and  they  rode  on  down.  We  had  some  horses  there ;  they 
rode  like  thoy  were  going  to  the  stable  and  up  toward  the  house.  I  says  to  Mr.  Gard- 
iner, "  Wliat  shall  we  do  T"  Mr.  Gardiner  was  my  master — I  staid  there ;  but  after 
they  rode  down  there  they  never  got  off  of  their  horses,  but  went  on  and  didn't  pester 
us. 

Question,  How  many  were  in  that  gang  f 

Ansjoer.  When  I  saw  them,  only  oSont  twenty-five.  I  know  there  was  twenty-some, 
but  I  didn't  count  particularly,  because  so  many  were  to  count. 

Question,  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Of  course  they  were  disguised,  so  that  folks  wouldn't  know  them  and  swear 
what  they  were. 

Question,  Were  their  horses  disguised  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  In  what  year  was  this  T 

Answer,  1  think  it  was  about  two  years  f^o;  it  may  have  been  a  little  over ;  I  saw  them 
and  went  on  in  the  house.  That  was  on  Sunday.  On  Tuesday  night,  next  week,  they 
sent  word  over  there  that  they  were  coming.  I  was  astonished.  I  weut  un  and  disked  tho 
white  folks  if  they  were  goins  to  pester  us  here.  I  went  up  and  asked  Mrs.  Gardiner ; 
I  was  living  on  her  place.  Old  master  was  sick  with  a  sticking-plaster  on  his  face.  She 
said,  "  I  don't  know  what  to  do.  Major,  but  if  I  was  you  I  would  leave."  I  said  I  hate 
to  leave  my  crop.  My  sister  sent  for  me,  and  just  as  I  got  in  the  house  I  pulled  off  my 
coat  and  shut  the  door,  and  jnst  as  I  shut  it  tnree  balls  struck  in  the  door,  and  I  don't 
know  how  it  happened ;  but  it  raiued  fifteen  minutes  about  as  hard  as  I  ever  heard  it, 
and  it  thundered,  and  thundered,  and  lightened.  I  was  scared,  and  tried  to  get  undor 
the  floor.  We  had  only  little  wooden  chimneys  on  the  little  houses  built  over  the  place. 
I  ran  out  of  the  chimney,  and  I  saw  all  of  them ;  I  don't  know  how  many  I  did  see.     I 

got  out,  and  then  missis  told  me  to  leave.    She  said  she  would  hate  to  see  me  killed  on 
er  place,  and  then  I  left. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  f 

Answer,  Everybody  said  there  were  thirty,  but  I  don't  know  how  many ;  I  was  get- 
ting out  of  tho  way. 

Question,  Were  they  disguised  T 

Atiswcr,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  their  horses  disguised  T 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  see  whether  they  had  pistols  or  guns  T 

Answer,  I  think  they  had  pistols,  but  they  couldn't  have  shot  them  off  I  took  them 
to  be  pistols.  When  they  first  came  they  were  taking  folks'  guns.  I  know  one  thla^, 
they  took  our  guns. 

Question,  When? 

Answer,  The  night  I  run  out  of  the  house.  I  had  a  pistol,  and  it  was  hnng  up  by 
the  door,  and  they  took  it  and  my  gun  too ;  and  I  had  a  soldier-gun  that  I  gave  |6  for  ; 
I  never  got  nothing  for  it. 

Question,  They  took  it  the  night  you  ran  out  of  the  cabin  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  They  said  they  would*  take  me  too.  I  said  if  they  got  me  they 
would  get  me  out  of  town.  I  said,  "  They  are  getting  a  heap  of  them,  and  I  will  stand 
a  chance  of  being  catched ;"  and  so  I  left  there.  They  killed  an  old  man  there ;  shot 
him  five  times. 

Question,  That  same  niffhtf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  an  old  colored  man ;  a  mightv  old  man :  they  shot  him :  he  didnt 
live— let  me  see — not  more  than  four  days ;  and  tnen  they  wnipped  around  there ;  they 
whipped  Martin  Bush,  and  Simon  Bush,  and  Amos  Gardiner,  and  I  couldn't  ima^iae 
who  they  didn't  whip.  \nn](> 

Question,  How  many  do  you  think  they  whipped  that  night  in  all  f  -'^^l^ 
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A  can't  say,  to  tell  the  tmth ;  but  they  whipped  a  great  deal.    There  wasn't 
a  place  they  didn't  whip  on.  «' 

QnaHon.  Did  they  search  any  other  place  for  guns  except  your  place  f 
Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  they  took  Nelson  Bell's  gun  away  from  him. 
QuifHen.  Did  they  search  all  the  honses  for  cnnsT 

Amtwer.  Tes,  sir.  The  first  thing  they  would  come  up  to  the  house  and  knock,  and 
say,  softly, ''  Open  this  door ;  I  want  water :  I  haven't  had  water  since  the  Shiloh  fight.'' 
I  bad  to  get  up  and  open  the  door.  I  couldn't  do  anything  against  a  thousand  men 
myselfl  Wo  opened  the  door,  and  they  would  come  in  and  ask  for  water,  and  I  would 
bring  it,  and  they  would  keep  drinking,  and  drinking,  and  drinkin;^,  and  they  had 
some  £dse  thing  put  in  around  them  somewhere,  so  they  would  keep  drinking,  to  make 
08  blacks  believe  that  they  hadn't  any  since  they  come  from  the  devil.  They  would 
say,  "  We  haven't  had  any  water  since  we  come  from  hell ;"  and  everybody  knows  better 
than  that. 

QueBtiou.  What  had  they  against  you  T 

Answer.  I  couldn't  tell  to  save  my  life. 

Question.  Had  yon  been  a  Union  soldier  T 

AMtcer.  I  had  not  been  a  Union  soldier.  I  was  with  the  soldiers,  but  never  soldiered 
any  at  all. 

Qa€»tian.  Yon  don't  know  what  they  shot  into  your  door  for  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  don't  know  positively.  I  know  they  said  we  ought  to  vote  the 
way  they  said. 

Question.  What  did  they  sayf 

Answer.  They  said  we  had  to  vote  the  way  they  wanted  us  to  vote  or  not  at  all.  It 
is  true  enough,  there  is  some  bad  white  boys  as  well  as  black.  I  said,  "  The  only  way 
a  man  gets  my  vote  is  to  kill  me!^  I  said  that, ''  A  man  can't  buy  it  or  fool  me ;  I  will 
not  be  fooled  out  of  it."  I  said  that  before  a  little  white  boy  in  the  shop.  I  wouldn't 
have  said  it  before  him  if  I  had  studied. 

Quesiion.  Did  he  go  and  tell  on  you  T 

AuMwer.  I  guess  \ie  did ;  for  I  didn't  hear  any  more  of  it  until  such  a  time  they  sent 
word  that  they  were  coming. 

QuiCsUon.  They  sent  you  word  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  always  send  word.  They  sent  the  wrong  one  word,  for  I  didn't 
libs  a  whipping. 

Question.  Who  did  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  want  you  to  vote  fort 

Answer.  They  always  wanted  us  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  Of  course,  if  we  had 
to  vote,  I  reckon  we  would  have  been  Just  as  ffood  as  the  rest  of  them,  but  I  always 
tboQj^^bt  it  was  useless.  They  voted  for  who  they  pleased,  and  I  thought  it  was  lefb  to 
OUT  choice  to  vote  for  who  we  pleased. 

Question.  Did  thoy  over  .'xccuse  yon  of  being  in  the  Loyal  League  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  that.    I  don't  remember  it. 

Question.  Yuu  supposed  tbey  were  after  you  because  you  said  you  intended  to  vote 
your  sentiments  or  not  vote  at  all  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  think  this  white  boy  carried  the  newsT 

Answer.  I  almost  know  he  did;  I  wouldn't  be  positive. 

Question.  You  don't  know  any  of  this  Ku-Kluz  Klan  that  visited  your  house  to  identify 
tbem? 

Answer.  No^  sir.  I  didn't  think  there  was  that  many  folks  in  the  world  that  had 
anything  against  me. 

Question.  Had  you  to  leave  your  homet 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  leave  what  hogs  I  had ;  they  were  destroyed  and  killed  up.  I 
didn't  save  nothing  except  what  I  could  haul  away.  I  had  to  make  my  crop  with  re- 
sponsibility at  the  store ;  at  least  the  storekeepers  didn't  lose  nothing ;  I  had  to  pay 
them  after  I  came  here ;  thev  took  my  horse  and  everything. 

Question.  The  storekeeper  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  took  my  horse  and  everything.  True,  they  wanted  their  pay, 
but  I  wanted  my  pay  for  making  my  cro^. 

Question.  On  whose  land  were  you  malauff  your  crop  T 

Answer.  On  Jimmy  Gardiner's;  on  my  ola  mistress^  place;  her  son  was  tending  to 
the  place. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
Question.  What  was  his  namef 
Answer.  Jimmy  Gardiner. 
Question.  How  fsur  is  his  &rm  from  heref 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  It  is  ten  miles  to  Whitesburgh,  and  therefore  it's  more  than 
fifteen  miles ;  it's  seventeen. 

By  the  CHAIBMAN  :  Digitized  by  VjOO^IC 

Ques^iQm.  Was  Jimmy  Gardiner  against  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  or  in  favor  of  it  T 
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Answer,  I  can't  say :  bat  I  can  say  that  he  has  been  mighl^  good  to  me.  I  didn't  cue 
in  rebel  times,  when  I  belonged  to  him;  he  was  always  jsood  to  me. 

Question,  Were  there  any  colored  men  besides  yovrself  who  had  to  leaye  on  aooonnt 
of  theEu-KlnxT 

Answer,  Tcs,  sir ;  Martin  Bnsh,  who  is  in  town  here  now ;  and  Amos  Gardiner,  who 
has  gone  back  to  Whitesburgh;  and  Simon  Bnsh.  who  has  gone  down  to  Mrs.  Lack's, 
between  here  and  Whitesbnrgh;  and  Ky  Bosh,  who  has  gone  to  Whitesborgh. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  hear  of  the  Eu-Klnx  going  there  again  T 

Answer,  I  have  heard  of  that,  bnt  I  didn't  see  them.    I  have  been  here. 

Question,  How  long  since  tou  heard  of  their  operations  the  last  time  T 

Answer,  1  haven't  heard  of  any  down  in  that  settlement,  I  don't  reckon,  as  near  as  I 
can  come  at  it,  for  a  year  and  a  half,  or  a  little  more. 

Question,  Have  yon  heard  of  the  En-Klux  being  after  the  colored  people  anywhere 
else  in  this  county  since  that  timef 

Answer.  Of  course.  I  have  heard  of  their  being  after  them  np  here  about  Newmarket. 
I  know  one  thing :  they  whipped  my  brother  mighty  bad  up  there. 

Question.  How  long  agof 

Answer.  About  a  year  ago..  They  whipped  him  mighty  bad,  and  I  never  expected  to 
see  him  alive.  They  cut  gashes  in  his  back  as  big  as  my  finger.  They  cut  gashes  in 
his  back  so  he  couldn't  do  anything  for  a  year.  1^  had  to  let  his  chil&en  stay  oat  to 
work  to  get  him  something  to  live  on. 

Questi4)n,  Was  he  whipped  by  the  Ku-Ehix  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  By  how  many  of  them  T 

Ansiosr.  He  was  whipped  once,  and  went  back  to  work  for  abont  two  months,  and 
they  whipped  him  so  he  couldn't  turn  over  in  his  bed! 

Question,  How  many  came  the  second  time  to  whipf 

Answer.  Only  three  the  second  time ;  but  they  took  a  steady  whipping  nntil  they 
whipped  him  mighty  nigh  dead. 

Question,  What  was  he  whipped  for  f 

Answer,  I  don't  know ;  I  wasn't  there.  He  told  me  they  whipped  him,  and  I  went 
np  to  see  him. 

Question,  Did  he  leave  there  when  he  got  able  to  go  awayt 

Anstoer,  He  staid  there  until  his  year  was  out,  and  got  his  part  of  the  orop,  and 
moved  down  probably  between  here  and  Newmarket. 

Question.  Did  be  know  what  he  was  whipped  for  f 

Ansufer.  He  said  he  didn't  know  what  he  was  whipped  for— only  voting.  Then  he 
had  to  run  off,  and  all  of  them  had  to  run  off  and  not  tell  them^  and  he  come  dawn 
here,  plum  here,  to  vote.  I  saw  him  come  and  put  his  ticket  in  nght  down  here.  He 
had  to  go  back  and  not  let  them  know  where  he  had  been. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  Were  the  men  who  whipped  him  disguised  T 
Answer.  Tes,  sir.    He  had  come  right  down  here  to  vote. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Thej  whipped  him  to  make  him  vote  right  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  he  had  to  come  down  here  to  vote,  when  there  was  plenty  of 
places  right  there  to  vote,  where  he  couldn't  vote  without  voting  the  democraiic 
ticket. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  In  what  direction  is  Gardiner's  fixim  heret 

Anstoer.  Down  to  Whitesburgh  and  up  the  road  up  the  river. 

Question.  Is  Mr.  Gardiner  living  there  now  T 

Answer.  I  can't  tell  you.  He  has  some  place  over  the  river.  I  haven't  been  down 
there.    I  couldn't  say  he  is  living  there. 

Question,  Who  do  you  say  your  brother  was  living  with  when  he  was  whipped? 

Answer.  My  brother  was  living  up  here  at  Newmarket. 

Question.  On  whose  placet 

Answer.  I  tell  you  I  don't  know  whose  place  it  was.  I  have  been  there.  I  knew, 
but  I  have  forgotten  the  man's  name;  bnt  I  know  he  was  whipped  mighty  bad*  He  is 
living  between  here  and  Newmarket  now. 
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HuJTTSViLLK,  Alabama,  Ociohcr  12, 1S71. 
ALKXANDER  MARCHBANES  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chaii»ian  : 
Qtiestian,  Where  were  you  bom  and  raised  T 
Answer,  In  Tennessee,  m  Giles  County. 

(iu9ti(m.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Madison  County,  Alabama  T 
Answer,  Three  years. 

Question.  Were  you  in  tho  army  during  the  war  ? 

Afiswr.  No,  sir ;  my  master  took  me  away  down  South,  and  I  staid  down  there 
three  years  in  the  time  of  the  war ;  I  was  a  refngee  awi^  down  South. 
Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  Ku-Klux  T  ' 

Aftsver.  Yes.  sir. 
Question,  Wnent 
Answer.  Year  before  last. 
Question.  Where  ? 

Answer.  Bight  above  MeridianviUe. 
Questkm.  In  this  county  T  , 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  year  befbre  last. 
Question.  In  what  month  f 
Answer.  October. 

Quetitio^  How  many  Ku-Klux  did  you  see  then  f 
Answer*  Seven. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QvettUm.  Were  they  mounted  on  horses  f 
«  Annoer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  but  two  horses.  One  night  they  came  to  my  house  and 
got  me;  they  came  and  knocked  at  the  door.  I  told  them  I  was  very  sick ;  they  asked 
where  was  Green,  my  brother.  I  told  them  he  was  gone.  They  told  me  to  get  up  and 
pat  on  m\  shoes.  I  got  up  and  put  them  on.  They  told  me  to  come  out,  and  I  went 
out  and  they  marched  me  up  the  road.  They  had  another  man  up  the  road  and  two 
imore  to  guard  him,  and  they  carried  us  up  and  hung  tis  on  a  peach-limb  enough  to 
clioke  UB^  and  then  they  let  us  down,  and  tney  hung  us  up  again  and  choked  us,  and 
then  let  us  down,  and  didn't  put  us  up  again.  They  squeezed  the  rope  around  my 
iieck  and  put  the  other  around  my  head,  and  snapped  the  rope  around  my  neck  and 
made  as  run  up  the  road  and  come  bock  to  them  backwards,  and  they  would  snap 
ibeir  pistols  at  us,  and  their  guns,  but  not  shooting. 
Qw^ion.  What  did  they  say  to  you  f 

Answer.  They  would  tell  us  they  were  going  to  kill  us ;  they  asked  what  we  had 
Cone.    I  told  them  I  hadn't  been  doing  anything.    They  said  they  were^oing  to  kill 
me.    They  asked  for  Mr.  Tomer.    I  said  I  didn't  know  where  he  was.  They  said  I  did. 
I  told  them  I  didn't  know. 
Question*  Who  was  Turner  ? 
Answer.  Mr.  Henry  Turner  ;  he  lived  there. 
Question,  Was  be  a  colored  man  T 
Answer.  No,  sir;  a  white  man. 
Question^  Were  they  after  him  f  i 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  Just  after  me. 
QuestioH.  What  did  they  want  with  him  T 
Answer.  I  don't  know. 
Question.  Were  you  working  for  him  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  on  his  pl^tation. 

Question.  Did  they  inquire  after  any  guns  or  pietols  at  your  cabin  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  asked  if  I  had  a  gun.  I  told  them  I  hadn't. 
Quettiou.  Did  they  search  your  cabin  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.    They  didn't  come  in  at  alL    They  just  took  the  gun  and  knocked 
It  over  the  fence. 
Qnation.  Who  was  in  the  cabin  with  you  f 
Answer.  Nobody.    I  was  by  myself. 
.    Question.  How  long  was  this  after  night  t 
Ansmer.  About  10  o'clock  at  night. 

(^mesOon.  What  did  they  tell  you  they  wanted  with  you  f 

Answer.  They  didn't  say ;  they  told  me  to  come  up  from  there ;  I  got  up ;  I  told  them 
I  was  mighty  sick.    They  told  me  if  I  didn't  get  up  they  would  come  in  and  make  me 
getup. 
QuestUm.  Did  they  bind  your  hands  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  a  rope  around  our  necks ;  they  kept  us  both  tied  together. 
Question.  What  was  the  other  man's  name  that  they  hung  with  you  t   ^<^  i 

^Owirer.  Bill  MiUer.  Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 

iisteslUm.  Where  did  they  find  him  t  ^ 
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Amwer.  At  his  bouse ;  as  far  from  my  house  as  across  the  court-house. 

Question.  Did  tbey  catch  him  first  f 

Anstcer.  Yes.  sir :  I  was  sound  asleep  when  they  j^ot  me.    When  they  carried  me  up 
the  road  they  nad  nim  up  by  the  garden,  and  two  ot  tbem  had  him  there. 

Question,  And  they  marched  you  both  up  T 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  right  up  the  road. 

Question,  How  far  T 

Anstcer,  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  house. 

Question,  Did  they  put  ropes  around  your  necks  before  you  got  there  T" 

Answer,  They  bad  a  rope  around  his  neck  when  I  got  there.    They  hadn't  put  any 
around  my  neck  until  we  got  up. 

Question.  Did  they  jerk  you  up  the  limb  of  the  tree  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  choke  yon  much  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  mightily ;  here  is  the  scar  on  my  neck  now,  [exhibiting  a  scar.] 

Question.  Did  jjrou  lose  you  senses  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  a  little  while. 

Question.  Then  they  jerked  you  up  a  second  time  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  he  took  the  rope  and  snatched  it  and  drawed  the  rope  tight  around 
the  neck  with  his  nand,  snapping  it. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  you  at  tlie  peach-tree  what  they  were  doin^  it  fort 

Answer,  No,  eir.    They  said  somebody  had  been  telling  what  I  had  been  doing. 

Question,  What  was  itT 

Answer.  They  said  I  had  been  talking  some  big  talk. 

Question,  Big  talk  about  whatT 

Answer.  About  work ;  that  we  were  not  going  to  work  just  then  for  such  a  intake 

Question,  How  many  of  these  Ku-Klux  were  up  at  the  peach- tree  T 

Answer.  Five  of  them  were  up  there,  I  believe,  and  two  standing  down  at  the  gato 
down  there. 

Question.  Seven  altogether  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  they  all  disguised T 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  all  disguised  men. 

Question,  Were  the  horses  disguised  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  never  saw  but  two  horses. 

Question,  Were  they  disguised  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  tell  you  they  were  Ku-Klux  T 

Answer,  They  didn't  say. 

Qttestion.  Did  they  say  where  they  came  £W)m  T 

Answer.  Hiey  said  they  were  just  from  hell. 

Question.  Did  they  say  what  they  were  sent  from  hell  for  ? 

Answer.  They  didn't  say.    They  said  they  were  just  from  helL 

Qttestion.  Did  they  tell  you  how  you  must  vote  T 
*    Answer.  No,  sir;  they  didn't  say  how  I  must  vote. 

Question,  Did  they  say  anything  about  radicals  f 

Anstcer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  They  said  you  had  been  talking  big  talk  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  they  have  against  this  other  man  that  they  hung  with  yoat 

Answer,  1  don't  know  what. 

Question,  Did  they  make  any  threats  about  coming  back  again  T 

Answer.  They  said  they  would  come  back  and  see  us  again. 

Question,  Did  they  ever  come  back  again  ? 

^fi«irer.  No,  sir ;  they  never  came  back.    I  wasn't  there,  when  they  came  back. 

Question,  Did  you  leave  there  soon  afterward  T 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  did  you  leave  fort 

Answer.  I  didn't  know  but  what  they  might  come  back  again  on  us,  and  I  left  there. 

QuesUon,  How  far  was  that  from  HnntsviUe  T 

Anwcer,  Twelve  miles. 

Question.  Where  did  you  go'to  T 

Anstcer,  Down  here. 

Question.  To  Huntsville  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QtusOon.  You  have  been  living  here  ever  since  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  is  this  man  that  was  hung  with  you  f  r^  \ 

Answer.  He  is  up  around  there  now.  Digitized  by  V^OOQlC 

Question,  He  didn't  leave!  ^ 
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Antwer.  No,  sir  ;  he  didn't  leave ;  he  is  right  tip  there  now. 

QmtUm,  Did  you  ever  see  the  Ku-Klnx  at  any  other  time  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  them  a  great  many  times. 

Quesium.  Where? 

Answer.  In  Maury  County,  Tennessee. 

Question.  Before  you  came  heret 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  them  by  the  hundreds. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  seen  them  in  Alabama,  except  this  one  time  when  they  Ku- 
Kmxed  you  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  never  saw  them  in  Alabama  before. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  of  their  visiting  colored  people  f 

Answer,  Ye8,^r.  * 

Question.  Frequently?  ' 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  lately. 

Question,  How  long  since  you  heard  of  the  Ku-Klux  last  time  T 

Answer.  I  heard  of  them  laat  year,  up  by  Newmarket,  disturbing  some  black  people. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  what  they  were  disturbing  the  black  people  about  T 

Answer,  No.  sir;  I  didn't  hear;  it  was  something  about  voting,  I  believe. 

Question.  Have  you  got  anything  else  to  tell  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  believe  not. 

By  Mr.  Bi<^ : 
Question,  Who  did  you  belong  to  in  Tennessee  T 
Anmcer.  Judge  Marolibanks. 
Question,  Did  he  live  in  Giles  County  T 
Answer,  Yes,  sir.  ' 


HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  October  12, 1971. 

HENRY  KIDD  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  :  .    . 

Question,  Where  were  you  born  and  raised  T 

Answer,  In  South  Alabama,  Montgomery. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Madison  County  T 

Answ&r,  Going  on  two  years. 

Question.  What  part  of  Madison  County  f 

Answer.  Up  here  to  the  left  of  Meridian ville. 

Question.  How  far  from  Huirtsville  f 

Answer.  Twelve  miles. 

Question.  On  whose  plantation  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Turners— Parson  Turner's  son,  Henry  Turner. 

Quesiian.  Did  you  ever  see  any  Eu-Elux  while  you  were  living  up  there  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  the  day-time,  or  in  the  night  f 

Answer.  In  the  night-time. 

Qujesti4m.  How  late  at  night  f  9 

Answer.  About  12  or  1  o'clock ;  they  got  after  me  there. 

Question.  Were  you  in  your  caoin  at  the  time  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

(Question.  Were  you  married  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qu&ftion.  Were  you  and  your  wife  abed  and  asleep  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  come  to  your  cabin  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  4hey  came  there,  but  they  didn't  get  there  before  I  saw  them. 

Qfuoftion.  How  many  were  there  in  the  crowd  f 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  of  seeing  but  five ;  three  came  down  in  the  yard  and  two 
had  this  yooug  man,  Aleck.  Marchbanks,  in  the  lane ;  me  and  him  was  in  the  same 
place ;  by  the  women  disturbing,  being  pestrated,  thoy  \Caked  me  up,  and  T  saw  them 
coming  to  my  door,  and  I  ran  out  in  my  drawers,  and  took  my  gun  on  out ;  they  were 
alter  my  g^n  ;  it  was  the  coldest  night  almost  I  ever  felt. 

QnesUon.  How  long  ago  was  that  f 

Answer.  It  was  two  years  ago  in  November. 

QuesHon.  It  will  be  two  years  next  month  f 

Answer,  Yee,sir. 

Qnegtion.  You  say  it  was  a  cold  night  f  r^  ^^^^T^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Digitized  by  ^^OOgle 
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Question.  Was  the  ground  frozen  T 

Armoer.  Yes,  sir ;  plowed  up.  I  was  standing  oat  two  hoars  and  a  half  before  they 
left  there ;  they  kept  in  the  road  two  hours  and  a  half. 

Question,  They  didn't  catch  you  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  went  to  my  house  twice ;  they  went  there  after  they  came 
back. 

Question,  How  do  you  know  they  were  after  your  gun  f 

Answer,  They  told  about  it;  they  told  it  all  about  the  settlement  that  they  wfcre 
going  to  stop  me  from  hunting ;  white  people  told  me  I  had  better  sell  it.  Thie  next 
Saturday  they  came  and  got  several  fellows'  guns  on  the  place  and  broke  them  up,  and 
were  after  mine. 

Quegtion.  Did  they  ever  visit  you  a  second  time  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    They  came  a  third  time  after  me,  but  they  never  got  my  gun. 

Question,  Did  you  see  them  the  second  time  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  every  time. 

Question,  How  many  were  there  T 

Answer,  About  twenty,  it  appeared. 

Question,  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  horses  and  everything  else  covered.  You  couldn't  tell  whether 
it  was  a  spirit  or  what  it  was. 

Question,  How  did  you  escape  that  time  ^ 

Answer,  I  was  from  home,  and  was  coming  home,  and  standing  right  in  the  field  in 
the  plantation,  looking  at  them  close  enough  to  see  them. 

Question,  How  late  at  night  was  that  f  # 

Anstcer,  About  twelve  o'clock. 

QuesHon,  How  long  was  that  after  the^first  time  when  they  came  there  f 

Answer,  About  two  weeks.  . 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  like  those  who  first  came  f 

Answer,  They  were  always  disguised ;  I  never  saw  any  except  disguised. 

Question,  Did  they  go  into  your  house  this  second  time  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  they  didn't  get  off  of  the  horses. 

Question.  Did  they  halt  before  your  house  T 

Answer,  They  halted  at  the  gate,  and  inquired  of  somebody  if  Mr.  Turner  was  there, 
and  he  wasn't  there,  and  they  didn't  stop.    He  was  a  young  man,  and  wasn't  married. 

Question,  Were  they  after  him  f 

Ansxoer,  They  said  they  wanted  to  see  him,  and  they  wrote  a  sign  for  him  on  the 
gate-post.  - 

Question.  A  notice  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  was  it  f 

Answer,  I  don't  know  ;  I  couldn't  read. 

Ques^^ni,  Were  they  friendly  or  unfriendly  f 

Answer,  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  what  the  notice  was  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  never  told  me. 

Question.  They  were  after  Mr.  Turner  that  time  and  not  after  you  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  didn't  i)e8ter  me. 

Question,  You  say  that  you  saw  them  a  third  time  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question.  How  long  after  the  second  time  was  it  that  they  came  again  T 

Answer.  It  was  on  Christmas,  the  first  Saturday  night ;  I  believe  it  was  a  year  ago 
last  Christmas ;  the  first  Christmas  day  was  Saturday  ;  it  was  that  night. 

Question,  What  time  of  the  night  did  they  come  theu  f 

Ansfner.  I  was  about  a  half  a  mile  from  home;  I  had  been  to  Henry  Turner's 
father's  house ;  they  had  a  store  down  there ;  I  was  coming  back ;  there  was  a  hedge- 
fence  all  along,  and  I  had  got  pretty  well  home,  and  I  jumped  down  off  the  mmet 
turned  him  loose,  and  took  tlie  bridle  and  crept  through  tiie  hedge  and  went  home ;  I 
didn't  want  them  to  see  me.  • 

Question,  Did  you  see  them  ride  by  T 

Answer,  I  heard  the  whistles,  and  the  moon  was  bright  as  day. 

Question,  Could  you  see  them  at  a  distance  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  tliey  were  coming  on  talking  fine  talk  like  they  were  crying. 

Question,  How  many  were  in  the  crowd  t 

Answer,  Thirty  or  forty ;  they  were  just  marching.  I  know  where  they  went  ta 
They  came  nearly  to  Huutsville,  about  five  or  six  miles  out  here,  ami  had  a  dance. 

That  was  the  first  Christmas  night  they  held  a  big  dance  out  here  at  Mr. ,  I  can't 

'hink  of  his  name — who  is  a  cousin  ot  Mr.  Turner.    I  know  I  could  go  to  his  house 

Question.  Did  they  commit  any  mischief? 

Ansioer,  No,  sir ;  they  didn't  appear  to  me  like  they  wore.after  any.  I  didn't  let  them 
see  me.  ^ 
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Quesihm,  Did  yoa  hear  of  their  hnrting  anyhody  that  night  T 

Ansntr,  No,  air.    I  know  they  ran  me  powerfol  one  night. 

Qtu9tU>».  What  night  f 

Anatcer.  That  first  night,  if  they  had  caught  mo,  they  would  have  had  a  rope  around 
my  neck  and  taken  my  gun,  too. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  seen  any  Ku-Elux  since  that  Saturday  night  T 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Qtiestkm,  Have  yon  heard  of  them  sinee  in  that  country  T 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  I  haven't  seen  them. 

Question,  When  did  yon  last  hear  of  the  Eu-Klux  T 

Answer,  The  last  I  heard  was  down  at  Madison  Station,  where  I  live  now. 

QnesHon,  How  long  ago  was  thatf 

Answer,  The  time  is  not  long  j  it  was  in  the  first  of  spring. 

Question,  Of  this  year  T       | 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.         , 

Question.  What  did  they  do  at  Madison  Station  T  ^ 

Answer,  Thev  were  after  some  colored  men  down  there;  it  was  the  time  of  the  last 
election ;  you  know  what  time  that  was. 

Question.  Was  it  last  faU  T 

Answer,  I  reckon. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Was  it  when  they  elected  county  superintendent  coeducation,  last  March T 

Answer.  I  believe  that  was  the  time ;  that  was  the  Inst  I  saw. 

Question.  What  were  they  doing  at  Madison  Station  f 

Answer.  There  came  a  whole  crowd  of  fellows  from  Limestone  County  that  came  np 
to  Madison  Station  to  vote,  and  the^  wouldn't  let  them  vote  there,  and  they  got  on 
their  horses  and  came  up  to  Huntsville  to  vote,  and  they  waylaid  the  road  that  night 
for  them  fellows. 

QuetHon,  Were  those  colored  men  who  come  up  here  to  vote  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  many  of  them  f 

Answer.  Four;  they  wanted  to  vote  at  Madison  Station,  and  they  wouldn't  let  them 
do  it,  and  they  got  on  their  horses  and  came  up  here  to  vote. 

Question,  And  these  Ku-Klux  waylaid  them  on  their  return  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  catch  them  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  came  right  through  the  plantation  where  I  live ;  they  were 
after  them  that  night ;  they  had  whistles  and  horns,  and  all  kinds  of  music. 

Question,  Do  you  know  how  many  there  were  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  man  v  whistles  were  there  T 

Answer.  It  appeared  to  me  like  there  were  five  hundred ;  it  was  the  prettiest  music 
you  ever  saw. 

QuesHon,  That  was  last  spring  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  last  election. 

Question.  Were  the  Kn-Klux  around  pretty  thick  at  the  last  election  through  the 
ccmnty,  or  was  this  the  only  case  you  heard  off 

Answer,  That  was  the  only  case  I  heard  of;  that^was  within  a  mile  of  me. 

Question,  Yon  didn't  travd  abroad  much  T 

Answer.  No^  sir ;  nowhere  much,  because  a  black  man  don't  stand  much  to  travel 
uileas  he  is  right  on  a  railroad  and  got  mone^ ;  if  a  man  has  a  family  he  has  to 
staod  dose  around  and  be  humble  as  a  dog  or  he  is  eat  np. 

Question.  Did  you  know  what  was  going  on  right  about  where  you  were  living  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  right  around  me. 

Question.  Did  these  men  who  came  on  to  Huntsville  want  to  vote  the  republican 
ticketT 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  these  Ku-Klux  wanted  to  prevent  them  from  voting  f 

Answer,  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  Ku-Klux  wanted  to  prevent  them,  but  the  men 
folding  the  poll  down  there  wouldn't  let  them  vote  until  they  came  on  to  Huntsville. 

Que&on.  Why  were  their  votes  refused  there  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know:  they  wouldn't  let  them  vote,  and  they  got  on  their  horses 
and  came  on  to  Huntsville. 
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HuNTSViLLE,  AukDAHA,  (kdoher  IZ,  1871. 

THOMAS  U.  GREEN  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Please  to  state  where  you  reside. 

Answer.  Here  in  Hnntsville. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  resided  here  T 

Answer,  I  came  here  in  1864.    I  have  resided  in  this  county  all  my  life. 

Question,  Are  you  a  native  of  this  county  of  Madison  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  The  object  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Green,  is  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  tho 
State  of  Alabama,  and  this  portion  of  it  especially  now,  in  regard  to  the  securi^  of 
life,  person  and  property ;  and,  as  you  reside  here,  we  dpsire  to  ask  you  a  few  questions. 

Ansiver,  Very  well,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  a  member  of  the  United  States  grand  Jury  in  session 
here  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  At  what  time  T 

Answer,  1  believe  that  I  have  beeii  a  member  of  all  the  grand  juries  we  have  had 
since  the  war,  except  the  last. 

Question,  Were  you  a  member  of  the  grand  jury  in  November,  1869  T 

Answer,  Yes.  sir. 

Question,  Who  was  your  foreman  at  that  time  t 

Answer,  Judge  Charlton. 

Question,  He  nas  since  been  killed,  I  believe  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qtiestion,  Will  you  state  to  the  committee  whether  or  not  indictments  were  found 
under  the  civil-rights  bill  by  that  grand  jury  ? 

Answer,  There  were,  sir. 

Question,  About  how  many  T 

Anstcer.  I  don't  recollect ;  it  has  been  so  long,  and  these  cases  not  having  been 
brought  up  before  the  courts  and  no  record  of  them,  it  would  be  altogether  guess- 
work. 

Question.  Give  the  number  as  near  as  you  can  remember. 

Ansu)ei\  The  number  of  indictments  altogether,  I  think,  would  amount  to  thirty,  or 
upward;  but  a  great  many  of  those  were  mr  illicit  distilling,  perhaps  half  of  them. 

Question,  Were  any  indictments  found  for  homicide  f 

Answer.  I  think  there  were,  sir ;  I  know  there  were. 

Question,  You  think  the  entfie  number  amounts  to  about  thirty-odd  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  thirty  or  more. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  became  of  those  indictments  f 

Answer,  I  don't  know,  sir. 

Question,  Have  the  parties  indicted  over  been  brought  to  trial  upon  them  f 

Anncer,  I  think  not.  In  one  case,  I  think  from  Limestone,  the  parties  were  sum* 
moned  here  and  the  case  put  off.  I  don't  think  any  other  parties  have  been  brought 
into  court. 

Question,  Do  you  know  what  has  become  of  the  indictments  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  a  record  of  them  made  on  the  docket  T  Were  they  entered  on  tbo 
docket  f 

Answer.  The  indictments  were  taken  charge  of  by  the  solicitor  at  the  time. 

Question.  Who  was  he  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Southworth.  We  had  a  change  of  solicitors  during  that  court.  South- 
worth  succeeded  Bugb^,  and  I  think  that  created  a  confusion  that  might  account  for 
the  mislaying  of  some  indictments. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Who  presided  over  that  court  T 
Anfticer.  Judge  Busteed. 

Qttestion.  You  say  Southworth  was  the  solicitor  on  the  part  of  the  Government  T 
Answer.  He  was  the  solicitor  the  latter  part  of  the  time.    Ho  succeeded  Bugby  dar> 

ing  the  time. 

Question.  Were  both  of  them  appointed  by  the  Government  at  Wasbinffton  f 
Anstcer.  I  suppase  so.    Bugby  had  been  previously  acting  as  solicitor  here,  and  woa 

removed  during  that  term,  and  this  man  Southworth  took  nis  place  during  court. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  You  say  there  were  indictments  for  homicide  found  by  the  grand  jury  f 
Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 
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QuesHon,  Were  tbey  against  men  irho  were  alleged  to  be  disguised  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  them  were. 

Question,  Disgnised  after  tbe  mannq^  of  the  Kn-Klaxf 

Anmoer,  Tee,  sir. 


HuNTSVitLE,  Alabaaia,  OofoJer  13, 1871. 
WILLIAM  M.  LOWE  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  this  witness  has  been  called  at  the  request  of  the  minority,  his 
exaniination  may  be  conduoted  by  General  Blair.  « 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  State  your  present  place  of  residence,  Colonel. 

Amwer,  I  was  born  and  raised,  and  still  live,  in  Huntsville,  Alabama. 

Questitm,  What  is  your  agef 

AHSvoer,  I  will  be  thirty  the  16th  of  next  January. 

Qnestion,  What  is  your  business  or  profession  t 

Jjwtcer.  Lawyer. 

QviestUm,  Do  you  practice  law  here  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  practice  law  hero  and  in  this  judicial  circuit,  and  occasionally 
in  Limestone,  the  adjoining  county. 

Question,  What  counties  compose  this  judicial  circuit  t 

Answer,  Madison,  Marshall,  Johnson,  De  Kalb,  Cherokee,  Blount,  and  I  also  practice 
oeeasionally  in  Limestone,  which  is  not  in  this  circuit. 

Qwestion,  Were  you  at  any  time  the  solicitor  for  this  district  ? 

Answer,  I  was.    I  was  elected  solicitor  in  1865  under  the  Patton  government. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  :  • 

Question,  By  the  legislature  f 
Ansfeer,  By  the  le^slatnro. 

By  Mr.  Blaiu: 

Question,  Do  you  recollect  of  prosecutinc:,  as  solicitor  of  this  district,  an  indictment 
tgaioBt  a  man  by  the  name  of  Shapard  in  Blount  County  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qmestion.  The  same  old  man  who  testified  here  the  other  day  t 

Ansiwer,  Yes,  sir  j  the  same  one  I  saw  in  town,  and  I  understood  he  testified  here. ' 

QuesUon,  Was  his  name  William  Sbaphard  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  same  man. 

QuestUm,  What  was  the  indictment  f 

Answer,  One  was  for  hog-stealing,  and  the  other  for  an  assault  with  intent  to  mur- 
der, or  assault  with  intent  to  kill. 

Questum.  Will  you  state  whether  the  defendant  Shapard  made  affidavit  in  either  of 
these  cases  for  a  continuance  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  remember  verr  well  of  his  either  making  written  affidavit  or  a 
"Utement  under  oath  that  Colonel  Davis  here,  my  brother-in-law,  was  his  counsel  for 
the  defense,  which  statement  I  knew  to  bo  false,  and  stated  to  the  court  it  was  false. 
He  persisted  in  it.  I  said  that  Colonel  Davis  had  told  nie  that  ho  did  not  intend  to  go 
to  Blount  County,  and,  in  reference  to  this  special  case,  that  he  would  not  go,  because 
Shapard  had  not  paid  him  his  fee,  and  he  knew  from  his  charac^r  that  he  would 
not 

Question,  This  affidavit  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  continuance  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  got  a  continuance  bv  it. 

QnesHon,  Was  the  case  ever  finally  tried  7 

Anmeer.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  never  went  to  that  court  after  that. 

Question.  Was  that  the  case  for  assault  with  intent  to  kill  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  think  it  was. 

QuesHwi,  On  what  gronnd  was  the  case  against  him  for  hog-stealing  ended  f 

Answer,  My  recollection  is  not  very  distinct  as  to  that,  but  I  believe  that  the  indict- 
nient  passed  off  upon  a  demurrer,  upon  the  ground  that  there  was  no  description  or  no 
asoertainmeut  of  tne  value  of  the  property  stolen. 

Question,  In  tbe  indictment  t 

Answer.  In  the  indictment.  I  think  it  just  said  certain  hogs,  describing  the  ht.js  as 
property  of  so  arid  so,  without  assigning  any  value.  I  think  that  was  the  g:  ound 
^tlMUgh  I  am  not  certain. 

Question,  Did  jrou  examine  the  witnesses  against  him  in  that  case? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  examint'd  before  the  grand  jnry.  %   C^ r\r\rAo 

Question.  Did  they  make  the  proof  clear  that  he  had  taken  these  hogs  f  vjOO^LC 

'dnsfwcr.   1  thought  so.    It  was  an  ex-jmrte  examination,  as  all  examinations  aro  r-jfore 
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the  grand  jary,  bnt  I  bad  no  donbt  of  his  goilt  He  told  me  he  had  been  several  tinMB 
indicted  for  stealing — ho^-Btealing  and  sheep-stealing — ^bat  I  do  not  think  he  had  ever 
gotten  up  to  the  dignity  of  horse-stealing.  ^  • 

Question,  What  was  his  character  and  reputation  for  tmth  and  veracity  f 

Answer,  Why,  it  was  exceedingly  bad ;  bad  as  conid  be. 

Question.  Colonel,  were  yon  in  the  army  daring  the  war  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Which  army  t 

Answer.  In  the  southern  army. 

Question,  fiid  you  serve  through  the  wart 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  went  in  the  first  companv  that  left  here  for  Virginia,  in  the  Fonrth 
Alabama  Influitry,  and  at  the  first  battle  of  Manassas  I  was  very  badly  wounded  in  the 
side  of  the  head,  and  was  discharged ;  I  afterward  entered  the  service  in  the  west.  In 
cavalry ;  I  served  upon  General  Witners's  staff  for  a  while ;  upon  General  Chinton's  stafF 
for  a  while— Clanton  of  this  State ;  I  commanded  a  battalion  of  seven  companies ; 
General  Clanton  commanded  a  brigade. 

Question,  The  object  of  the  committee  is,  by  examining  witnesses,  to  ascertain  tlie 
condition  of  affairs  in  the  South,  the  manner  in  which  the  law  is  cnforce<l,  and  peace 
preserved  in  this  State.  Will  you  iuform  the  committee  what  your  opinion  in  regard 
to  that  matter  is  t 

Ansioer.  At  this  time  t 

Question,  Yes,  sir.  *" 

.  Answer.  I  think  that,  as  far  as  my  observation  extends,  the  law  is  about  as  woU  en- 
forced now  as  it  has  ever  been  in  this  State. 

Question,  Is  the  condition  of  the  conntry  peaceable  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  enforcement  of  the  law  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  never  known  public  sentiment  more  decidedly  and  gener- 
ally in  favor  of  law  and  order  in  North  Alabama  than  it  is  at  this  time. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  anything  about  secret  organizations  that  have  existed  in  thia 
region  of  conntry  since  the  war,  an  organization  known  as  the  Loyal  League  and  cue 
known  as  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  f 

Answer.  I  never  was  a  member  of  eitheiT  of  these  organizations;  I  am  very  confident  ^ 
that  both  of  them  existed  here. 

Question.  Will  you  state  briefly  what,  in  your  opinion,  drawn  from  your  observation, 
viere  the  objects  and  character  of  each  of  these  organizations  t 

Anstcer,  I  think  that  the  object  of  the  Loyal  League,  as  it  was  called,  jud^ng  from  its 
results,  was  to  unite  the  negro  population  of  this  countrv  in  a  secret  political  of^ui- 
zation,  for  the  purpose  of  being  used  politically  against  the  native  white  population  of 
the  country.  The  Loyal  League,  as  I  understood  it,  was  organized  here  by  a  set  of 
itinerant,  irresponsible,  worthless  men  from  the  North,  whom  we  designate  carpet- 
baggers, who  came  here  for  political  purposes,  and  who  live  upon  the  strifb,  the  pas- 
sion, and  the  prejudices  engendered  by  the  antagonism  of  rac^  When  the  League 
was  first  organized,  which  was  shortly  after  the  war,  and  the  people  of  the  South  were 
sore  and  bitter,  aud  passionate,  and  in  a  condition  very  likely  to  become  eun^ed  and 
indignant,  and  this  League  organization  arraying  the  negroes  against  the  whites 
excited  the  whites  so  that  a  portion  of  them  went  te  the  extreme  of  forming  a  counter 
organization,  which  was  known  here  as  the  Ku-Klux  Klan,  as  an  offisetto  the  League  ; 
I  looked  upon  the  League  as  the  cause,  and  the  Klan  as  the  effect;  the  one  as  the  ^11, 
and  the  other  as  the  fever  following  it. 

Question,  Was  there  a  general  sentiment  in  the  country  at  the  time  of  the  bandin^^ 
together  of  these  negroes  in  this  Leap^iio  for  political  purposes,  that  it  was  dangerooa  to 
the  life  and  proi>erty  of  the  people  of  the  South  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  a  very  general  apprehension  throughout  the  country  of 
danger  to  society,  and  the  Ku-KIux  were  organized  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  society 
generally.  I  have  never  known  of  any  instance  in  which  the  Ku-Klux  iutenered  in 
politics  or  took  any  part  in  politics.  I  believe  they  were  composed  exclusively  ef 
democrats,  and  ultra  democrats,  bat  I  do  not  think  they  wore  politicians ;  I  think  the 
politicians  of  the  country  were  opposed  to  the  Klan. 

Question.  The  fact  that  they  were  democrats  resulted  from  the  other  fact  that  the 
entire  body  of  the  whites  were  democrate? 

^if*?rer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  upon  the  proposition  submitted  for  the  ratification  ct 
rejection  of  the  present  constitntion  of  Alabama,  there  was  not  a  score  of  whites  in 
Madison  County  who  voted  in  favor  of  that  constitution  ;  the  whites  were  uuanimons 
in  their  support  of  the  democratic  party. 

QuesUon.  When  the  negroes  were  first  liberated  and  banded  together  in  these  Loyal 
Leagues,  were  they  in  the  habit  of  pilfering  to  any  great  extent  f 

-4 n«tt>er.  Yes,  sy;  they  were  charged  with  that.  ^^  , 

Question.  Was  there  mnch  plundering  in  the  couutr>'  t    Digitized  by  vjOOQ  IC 

Answer,  I  did  not  live  in  the  country,  aud  they  never  stole  anything  m>m  me,  \mt 
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theconzts  were  fall  of  such  oases,  and  tho  general  charge  was  tLat  tbo  country  was 
in  8Qoh  a  state  of  insecarity,  and  society  was  so  disturbed,  tkat  it  was  essential  that 
there  should  he  some  sort  of  patxol,  some  kind  of  gnard,  and  I  tbink  tbo  Kn-Klnx 
KlaO)  following  in  the  idea  or  the  old  patrol  of  the  Sontb,  was  originally  organized 
for  the  pornoee  of  preventing  stealing  and  depredations  of  that  sort  by  the  negroes 
upon  the  whites.  «ow  there  was  a  new  court,  a  county  court,  organized  in  the  State 
of  Alabama,  and  that  court  was  filled  with  negroes  all  the  time,  constantly ;  that  court 
was^lmotft  constantly  in  session,  and  there  were  from  fifty  to  two  hundred  negroes, 
either  witnesses  or  parties,  lying  around  this  court-house  here  all  the  time.  Judge 
ScTQgES  was  the  presiding  judge  at  first,  then  Judge  Douglass  camo  in,  and  a  negro 
thwgbt  he  was  hardly  exactlv  free  unless  ho  had  a  lawsuit  with  somebody ;  a  great 
maay  of  these  cases  were  of  the  most  frivolons  and  trifling  character,  and  they  got  a 
krge  number  of  witnesses :  they  being  ignorant  and  unacquainted  with  their  rights  or 
die  manner  of  enforcing  tnem,  would  get  a  great  manv  witnesses  brought  here  and 
boond  over  who  really  knew  nothing  of  tho  matters  in  dispute,  and  frequently  the 
matters  of  dispute  were  of  the  most  trivial  and  unimportant  character.  But  there  was 
I  general  impression  in  the  community  that  these  trivial  and  light  offenses  could  not 
beponished  in  the  courts,  as  they  were  constituted,  without  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and 
expense,  and  these  disguised  men  concluded  to  take  the  law  in  their  own  hands. 

Quesiion,  Were  there  also  apprehensions  felt  of  violence  on  tho  part  of  these  negroes, 
banded  together  in  this  way,  and  especially  w«re  there  apprehensions  for  the  safety  of 
the  women  f 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir.  As  far  as  my  opinion  is  concerned,  I  had  a  great  deal  more  confi- 
dence in  the  good  temper  and  good  feeling  of  the  colored  people  than  the  majority  of 
the  white  men  of  the  country,  and  still  have ;  but  it  was  generally  apprehended  in  the 
onintry  that  there  was  danger  from  outrange  by  straggling  parties  of  negroes  going 
aboht  the  conntry  with  their  guns  at  all  times  of  day  ana  night.  They  were  appre- 
bensiTe  of  ontragcfb  being  committed  upon  women  and  children. 

Qnestian,  These  generally  were  the  reasons,  as  yon  give  them,  for  the  organization  of 
the  counter  plan,  or  body  of  Ku-Klnx  f 

Jntwar.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  my  understanding.  I  never  saw  but  one  body  of  Kn-Elusr, 
aod  I  suppose  that  bod^  composed  the  strength  of  tbe  organization  in  Madison  County, 
vbieh  was  the  night  of  the  so-called  riot  here  in  1866. 

Qttation,  Were  you  present  in  town  during  that  riot  t 

AMtwer.  Yee,  sir. 

Question.  State,  then,  if  you  please,  as  far  as  yon  know,  the  origin  of  that  riot  and  what 
was  done. 

Auwer,  I  think  the  origin  of  tbe  riot  was  that  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  had  been  riding 
aboat  tbe  country — that  is  as  I  understood  it.  I  never  saw  them,  but  the  newspapers 
gave  accounts  of  their  whipping  colored  men  about  the  country,  and  threatoning  them, 
and  taking  them  out  and  advising  them  how  they  must  conduct  themselves.  1  never 
beaid  of  their  advising  them  about  any  political  matter,  but  about  their  personal  de- 
meanor. For  instance,  if  they  heard  a  negro  was  insolent  or  lazy  they  would  tell  him 
be  must  be  respectful  and  industrious.  If  he  had  a  bad  name  for  stealing — and  fre- 
qneatly  when  they  would  st-eal,  as  is  the  case  now,  the  employer  would  not  report  a 
good  working-hand ;  he  will  take  it  out  of  his  wages,  or  compromise  it  with  him  in  some 
way— the  Ku-Elux,  when  they  would  hear  of  these  instances  of  stealing,  would  go  to 
tbe  negro  and  take  him  out  and  either  whip  him  or  warn  him.  There  had  been  a  good 
deal  of  sentiment  in  the  town  among  the  leaders  of  the  democratic  ysLTty  in  opposition 
to  the  Kq-K1ux,  and  denunciations  of  the  Ku-Klux  through  the  Huntsville  Democrat 
and  the  Huntsville  Independent,  two  democratic  papers.  They  had  first  looked  upon 
it,  when  reported  in  the  Tennessee  papers,  as  a  myth,  or  as  some  piece  of  fun  by  boys. 
Tbey  aaid  tnev  were  the  confederate  dead,  who  had  risen  from  their  graves  and  were 
riding  through  the  land  at  night  upon  phantom  horses  and  in  shadowy  forms ;  that 
tbey  were  incapaUe  of  being  wounded ;  that  they  could  drink  great  barrels  or  buckets 
of  water.  I  met  an  old  negro  who  told  me  that  one  of  them,  riding  at  the  head,  drank 
aboat  three  large  horse-buckets  of  water  in  his  presence.  The  public  sentiment  of  tho 
(^ommnnity  denounced  the  oiptnization  <^  the  Ku-Klux,  and  they  were  threatened. 
The  general  idea  or  opinion  of  the  community  was  that  the  military  would  fire  upon 
them  if  tbey  came  into  town,  and  that  the  negroes  would  fire  upon  them  if  they  came 
into  town,  and  in  a  species  of  bravado,  as  I  understood  it,  they  came  into  town  that 
oi^t  I  think  there  were  about  or  over  a  hundred — say  a  hundred  and  twenty-five, 
lam  a  pretty  good  judge  of  cavalry.  They  were  estimated  as  high  as  five  hundred, 
bat  there  were  not  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  at  the  most,  general. 

QwtiUm.  That  mistake  is  very  often  made  by  persons  unaccustomed  to  cavalry  t 

ia««r.  0,  yes,  sir.  General  Clanton's  command,  which  was  at  times  not  a  thou- 
BaQd,  would  be  estimated  at  five  or  ten  thousand.  They  came  in  and  rode  around  the 
court-house,  where  the  republican  meeting  was  being  held.  ^  r^  i 

Qmtion.  Did  you  see  them  ?  Digitized  by  CjOOQIc 

^IwiMr.  Yes,  sir.    .  ^         ^  <3 
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Question,  Did  you  see  Iboni  when  they  came  in  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  see  them  until  they  were  on  the  east  side  of  the  court- 
house, passing  down  toward  the  market-house,  where  they  formed  in  line  of  battle.  I 
had  as  good  a  chance  as  anybody  for  personal  observation,  and  I  had  a  better  chance 
to  get  at  the  facts  from  the  circumstance  that  I  took  the  testimony  of  a  great  many 
witnesses.  I  was  the  solicitor,  and  it  was  my  duty  to  do  it.  I  talked  freely  with  the 
civil  and  military  authorities,  and  acted  in  conjunction  with  Captain  Richardson,  who 
was  my  partner,  in  taking  the  testimony  both  of  citizens  and  soldiers. 

Question.  Did  you  take  any  testimony  of  negroes  ? 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir.  I  guess  there  were  about  thirty  or  forty  witness.  There  were 
about  seventy  in  all,  and  I  think  at  least  two-thirds  of  them  wei'e  negroes.  The  firing, 
when  the  Ku-Klux  had  passed  almost  entirely  around  the  court-house,  commenced  at 
the  north  door  of  the  court-house  and  was  directed  northward.  Judge  Tturlow  was 
killed  at  the  north  gate ;  ho  was  shot  and  afterward  died.  He  stated  to  his  carpet-bag 
friends  in  town  that  ne  was  killed  by  his  friends  and  killed  accidentally.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  is  true,  not  the  slightest.  Neither  do  I  doubt  that  the  negro  that  was  sitting  upon 
the  steps  of  the  Democrat  office  was  also  killed  accidentally.  He  was  a  boy.  He  was 
shot  through  the  heart  and  died  immediately.  They  were  the  only  parties  killed.  Two 
white  men  and  one  negro*  were  wounded,  besides  a  white  man  and  negro  that  were 
killed.  The  Ku-Klux  did  not  fire  a  gun.  They  did  not  move  from  their  statue-like 
bearing  upon  their  horses.  They  formed  in  line  of  battle  when  the  firing  commenced 
upon  Market  street.  I  saw  General  Ri5ger  and  some  of  his  officers  upon  the  hotel  bal- 
cony and  spoke  to  them  while  the  Ku-Klux  wore  passing  around  the  court-Louse. 
General  Ruger  and  some  member  of  hia  staff  commented  upon  the  admirable  manner  in 
which  they  deployed  into  line,  and  their  general  movement  and  bearing,  and  I  think 
General  Ruger  said  that  there  was  no  law  to  prohibit  it ;  that  it  was  very  absurd,  but 
there  was  no  law,  Federal  or  State,  against  men  masquerading  at  that  time  upon  horse- 
back at  night ;  nor  was  there  any  statute  in  this  State  at  the  time  upon  the  subject. 

Qu^tion.  Was  there  a  meeting  going  on  here  in  the  court'-house  at  that  timef 

Answer,  Ye^s,  sir ;  there  had  been  a  meeting  going  on.  I  think  it  commenced  that 
afternoon,  and  may  have  been  all  day.  . 

Question,  It  was  a  radical  meeting-7republican  meeting  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Composed  almost  entirely  of  nep-oes  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  principally  of  negroes,  in  the  daj'-time.  The  meeting  outside  was 
composed  of  whites  and  blacKs.  The  meeting  here  m  the  court-house  at  night  (I  was 
not  here  myself,  but  I  understood  from  my  brother  and  brother-ii]/-law,  Colonel  Davis) 
was  composed  in  a  great  degree  of  negroes. 

Question  In  the  court-house  t 

Answer,  In  the  court-house. 

Question,  There  was  a  large  number  of  persons,  white  and  black,  congregated  around 
the  square  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Gathered  to  witness  this  parade,  or  for  what  purpose  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  what  the  purpose  was.  When!  got  on  the  square,  I  think  the 
first  gun,  I  am  very  confident  the  first  pistol,  was  fired  before  I  got  on  the  square ;  but 
early  in  the  night,  an  hour  or  so  before  they  came  in,  there  was  a  considerable  crowd 
of  whites  and  blacks  on  the  square. 

Question,  Within  the  square,  or  on  the  pavements  around? 

Answer,  On  the  Commercial  Row.  This  whole  space  here  we  call  the  square,  and  by 
the  square,  I  mean  to  include  the  court-house  and  Commercial  Row. 

Question,  Who  were  the  white  tnen  who  were  wounded  f 

Answer,  Mr.  Cox,  the  only  man  I  ever  suspected  of  being  a  Ku-Klux,  was  one,  I 
thought  he  was  just  the  sort  of  a  man  that  would  take  delight  in  that  kind  of  au  organ- 
ization—a noisy,  talkative,  blatant  fellow. 

Question,  He  was  shot  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  shot  right  through  the  head. 

Question,  Was  it  known  by  whom  he  was  shot  f 

Answer,  His  impression  was  that  an  old  ilan  by  the  name  of  Roper  shot  Mm. 

Question,  A  ne^i'ol 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  My  impression  was  that  he  shot  Roper.  They  were  both  indicted 
for  the  mui-der  of  Thurlow. 

Question,  And  Roper  was  shot  also  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question  He  is  the  same  old  negro  who  has  been  examined  by  the  committee  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  same  one.  I  subsequently  acted  as  his  attorney  in  defendins 
him.  At  that  time  I  was  the  solicitor  and  was  prosecuting.  Subsequently,  whoul 
went  out  of  office,  I  defended  him  and  Charley  Hale,  a  negro,  and.  Milton  Martin,  a 

QuesUon,  What  became  of  the  indictment  t  Digitized  by  vjOOg  IC 
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jMwer.  Well,  sir,  the^  lingered  on  nntil,  I  believe,  at  last  court,  or  court  before 
last,  tbe  solicitor  not  being  able  to  do  anything  -with  tbem,  these  negroes  being  con- 
stODtlj  brought  here  at  great  expense  to  the  county,  (for  a  great  many  were  witnesses,) 
that  he  made  a  motion  to  dismiss  them,  made  a  motion  for  a  nolle  ^oaequi  before  the 
court,  and  they  were  dismissed  and  the  whole  thing  was  ended. 

Question.  What  was  your  impression,  colonel,  from  what  you  saw,  and  from  the  evi- 
dence taken  by  yon  and  Mr.  Richardson,  and  troiti  what  came  under  your  observation 
before  the  grand  Jury  and  the  trials  of  these  cases,  in  regard  to  the  origin  of  the  disturb- 
ance or  riot  t 

Answer,  I  really  thought  that  the  coming  in  of  the  Eu-Klux  was  the  proximate 
cause  of  it.  I  thought  that  the  firing  of  the  negroes  from  the  court-house — a  panic 
seized  them ;  thev  had  all  been  listening  to  ver^  inflammatory  jaddresses  here ;  a  drunken 
blacksmith,  a  trifling  fellow,  made  a  nirious  incendiary  speech  here ;  I  did  not  hear 
the  speech ;  I  heard  nis  voice  and  beard  accounts  of  his  speech 

By  the  Chairman  : . 
Question,  Who  was  thatt 

Antwer.  I  have  forgotten  his  name ;  I  have  been  trying  to  recall  it. 
Question,  Was  it  Sheets  f 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question,  Was  it  a  colored  man  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  a  white  man.  He  ran  away  from  here.  I  do  not  think«l]e  ever  was 
Been  here.  I  have  no  idea  that  Mr.  Sheets  indorsed,  indeed,  1  know  he  did  not  endorse, 
that  barancne.  That  man  invited  the  negroes  to  fire  upon  the  Ku-Klux,  and  waylay 
aod  ambush  thera,  and  all  that. 

By  Mr.  Blair. 

Question,  Was  there  any  evidence  taken  by  you  in  reference  to  the  tenor  of  his 
speech? 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir ;  we  took  evidence  to  that  effect.  The  negroes,  prior  to  the  com- 
ing in  of  the  Ku-Klux,  had  gone  out  on  the  Pinhook  Bridge  to  ambusn  or  wavlay  the 
Kn-Klnx,  if  they  came  in  that  way.  They  had  also  gone  out  on  the  North  or  Meridian- 
viUe  pike — a  party  of  twenty -five  or  thirty  negroes  in  a  band ;  it  may  be  more  or  may 
be  less.  One  of  these  men  I  defended— Charley  Hale.  The  defense  I  intended  to  make 
for  him  was  this,  and  I  could  prove  it  conclusively  by  white  and  black :  It  was  noto- 
Hoos  that  earl^  in  the  eveuin^,  before  the  Kn-ELlux  came  in,  and  possibly  at  the  time 
or  before  the  night  meeting  ot  the  negroes  in  the  court-house,  he  bad  gone  out  on  the 
Meridian ville  pike,  with  ^uns  and  pistols,  to  waylay  the  Ku-Klux,  but  his  crowd  had 
gotten  demoralized.  Their  excitement  had  die^Jl  out,  and  they  had  gotten  demoralized 
aod  came  back ;  but  he  himself  did  not  come  back  to  the  square  at  all,  but  went  to  his 
home.    That  was  the  defense  I  intended  to  make  for  him. 

Question.  To  show  that  he  was  not  present  at  the  riot  t 

Anncer,  Yes,  sir ;  to  show  that  he  could  not  have  killed  Thurlow,  and  had  nothing 
to  do  with  it,  for  he  was  not  present.  I  think  Milton  Martin,  who  is  in  town  here,  and 
can  be  examined  by  the  committee,  for  he  is  employed  by  the  city  or  corporation,  was 
in  (me  of  those  parties.  I  do  not  know  it.  I  think  the  defense  I  intended  to  make  for 
him  was  that  he  was  not  present  when  the  firing  was  done,  and  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it. 

Question,  That  he  had  gone  out  on  one  of  these  detachments  to  waylay  the  Ku-Kluxt 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  to  prevent  their  coming  in. 

Question.  It  was  understood  that  they  were  coming  in  then  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  haft  understood  it  in  the  afternoon.  It  was  rumored  in  the  town 
they  were  coming  in.  I  do  not  know  how  I  understood  it.  This  blacksmith  was  a 
carpet-bagger,  and  a  drunken,  dissipated  fellow.  He  was  haranguing  the  negroes  here 
when  the  report  came  that  the  Ku-Klux  were  coming  into  town,  and  he  invited  them 
to  fire  upon  the  Ku-Klux.  He  made  them  a  very  incendiary  and  violent  harangue 
npcm  that  subject.  Mind  you,  at  that  time  there  was  no  law.  State  or  Federal,  against 
the  organization  of  disguised  men.  There  was  a  law,  of  course,  against  their  taking 
men  out  and  whipping  them,  against  their  committing  outmges,  but  there  was  no  law 
against  the  organization,  against  men  merely  peaceably  riding  through  the  community. 
Gmieral  Ba^er  was  here  with  ample  force  to  have  arrested  these  men  if  he  had  had  auv 
authority  of  law  to  do  it.  He  took  the  ground  that  they  had  a  right  to  ride  through 
the  town.  1  never  have  heard  that  anybody  charged  them  with  having  fired  a  gun,  or 
that  a  gun  was  fired  at  them.  * 

Question,  The  firing  did  not  take  place  untU  they  had  actually  ridden  off  of  the 
sqoaret  r 

Answer.  I  think  they  were  off  of  the  square  before  there  was  any  firing.  I  am  l^t 
certain  of  that.    I  am  very  confident  that  they  did  not  regard  that  any  guns  were 
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fired  at  them,  and  certaiuly  did  not  fire  themselves.  Mr.  Sheets  had  spoken  in  the 
afternoon.  Mr.  Sheets,  it  seems,  had  been  visited  by  the  Ku-KIux  down  at  Florence, 
abont  two  weeks  before,  and  they  liad  given  him  a  very  solemn  and  terrible  warning 
against  the  character  of  his  speeches,  and  he  had  promised  that  in  the  future  Im 
would  be  more  parliamentary.  He  told  me  this  himself.  He  was  nnder  some  appre- 
hension for  his  personal  safety  that  night.  I  told  him  I  did  not  think  he  was  in  the 
slightest  danger.  I  knew  him  as  a  boy.  I  had  known  him  as  a  Douglas  speaker.  I 
was,  as  a  collego  youth,  a  veiy  enthusiastic  supporter  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  said. 
Slieets  had  been  badly  treated  by  the  confederates  during  the -war.  Ho  was  a  crippledf 
man.    He  had  been  f^rrested,  charged  with  treason.  : 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  He  had  been  imprisoned  for  some  time,  had  he  nott 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  imprisoned  in  Montgomery.  I  visiteil  him  in  Montgomery,  and  ^aa 
warmly  on  his  side.  I  thought  if  there  was  a  man  in  the  community  who  had  cause 
to  complain  of  the  confederates,  he  was  that  man.  I  think  so  yet.  I  think  he  is  a 
kind-hearted,  good  man.  I  do  not  think  ho  is  a  bitter  or  malicious  man.  His  speech 
that  afternoon,  I  think,  was  a  very  bad  speech.  I  think  it  was  well  calculated  to 
array  the  negroes  against  the  white  people. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  What  was  the  character  of  the  promise  which  he  made  to  the  En-KInx  iu 
Florence  t 

Answer,  The  character  of  the  promise  was  to  this  eflfect :  They  disked  him,  "  Have  we 
done  anything  to  you  t  Have  yre  ever  interfered  with  you  f  He  said,  "  No.^  They 
said,  "  Do  you  know  of  our  ever  having  murdered  anybody  f '  He  said,  "  I  do  not/* 
"  Or  of  robbing  anybody  f"  And  they  went  on  to  explain  to  him  that  their  purpose 
waste  maintain  the  conservative  element  of  society ;  and  they  told  him  that  it  would 
be  a  great  deal  better  for  him — not  knowing  anything  about  their  organization — a  great 
deal  safer  and  better  for  him  to  attend  to  his  own  business  and  not  denounce  them,  a^ 
he  had  denounced  them,  as  assassins,  and  murderers,  and  thieves.  He  had  compjuied 
them  to  Mnrreil's  gang.  He  said  that  was  all  in  a  jmlitical,  pickwickian  sense  ;  that 
he  did  not  know  anything  about  them,  and  that  for  the  future  he  would  be  more 
guarded  iu  his  language ;  that  he  did  not  intend  to  make  but  one  more  speech  in  the 
canvass,  and  in  that  speech  he  would  not  refer  to  them  in  the  tenns  he  had  used  there* 
tofore.  He  came  np  here  and  told  me  he  had  no  idea  of  making  the  sort  of  a  speech  he 
had,  but  he  waa  an  excitable  roan,  and  became  excited,  and  went  off  in  the  same  strain, 
making  political  capital,  making  the  negroes  think  the  white  people  had  gone  into  the 
Ku-Klux  Klan  for  the  purpose  of  outraging  and  murdering  them. 

Qtiestian,  Was  there  anything  in  the  concTition  of  society,  in  the  disorganization  whidi 
followed  the  war,  and  the  castmg  adrift  npon  society  of  the  soldiers^  and  the  tnrning 
loose  of  the  negroes  from  their  former  masters,  to  excite  apprehension  and  serve  as  a 
pretext  for  this  organization  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  thought  so.  I  do  not  think  that  the  Ku-Klnx  Klan  was  any  remedy 
for  these  evils.  Indeed,  we  could  see  that  the  negroes,  being  sudden ly  liberate<t,  showed 
in  all  their  conduct  a  beariufi^  that  they  mistook  license  &t  lil)erty  ;  they  would  come 
to  political  meetings  with  their  arms;  they  would  sometimes  get  drunk  and  yon  wonld 
see  occasional  instances  of  their  returning  home  firing  their  arms  off  at  night ;  nsing 
threatening  language  towards  the  whites,  towards  "  rebels"  and  "democrats."  Well, 
the  rebels  and  democrats  included  the  whole  body  of  the  white  people  of  the  countiy, 
and  the  people  who  lived  in  the  country  away  from  the  little  towns— white  familiee  of 
two  or  three,  surrounded  by  hundreds  of  negroes — were  apprehensive.  After  a  great 
civil  convulsion,  such  as  ours  was,  the  laws  were  not  enforced  as  they  had  been.  The 
whole  foundations  of  society  were  broken  up  ;  tliat  was  the  excuse  given  for  the  organ- 
isation of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan.  I  regarded  it  then,  as  I  regard  it  now,  as  possibly  a  tem- 
porary remedy  for  these  evils,  but  it  was  very  much  like  quack  medicine— while  it 
would  cure  the  special  disease  it  would  infect  the  body  politic  and  injure  the  whole 
constitution.  I  was  a  member  of  the  democratic  State  committee,  chairman  of  the 
democratic  congressional  committee,  and  chairman  of  the  democratic  county  commit- 
tee, and  I  know  that  the  sentiment  of  the  leaders  of  the  democratic  party— of  the  de- 
mocratic politicians  throughout  the  State — was  hostile  to  the  organization  of  the  Ku- 
Klux  Klan. 

Question,  I  observe.  Colonel  Lowe^  in  the  dispatch^  that  come  to  us  now  detailing 
the  awful  calamity  which  has  just  fallen  upon  the  city  of  Chicago,  that  in  the  midst 
of  this  distress  there  weie  some  persous  who  ^ave  themselves  up  to  robbery  and  plmi- 
der,  and  tharthe  people  have  taken  the  law  into  their  own  hands  and  pnt  them  to 
death.  Was  there  any  siniiltude  in  the  case  of  which  we  are  now  speaking  after  aU  the 
disorganization  of  the  war  and  the  calamities  which  had  fallen  upon  this  country,  and 
in  the  silence  of  the  laws  and  inelBcieucy  of  their  officers — ^was  there  some  excose,  or  a 
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oniiUir  escoBe,  for  these  attempts  to  preserve  order  in  that  case  to  which  I  have 
ftlhidedr 

Juncer,  1  think  so,  sir.  The  justification  or  excnse  which  was  given  for  the  orgauiz 
ttion  of  the  Ku-Klux  Elan  was,  that  it  was  essential  to  preserve  society ;  they  thon^ht 
after  sach  a  civil  convulsion  as  we  had  bad  in  this  country,  the  feebleness  with  which 
the  Uw8  were  executed,  the  distur])ed  state  of  society,  it  was  necessary  that  tliere 
^HNild  be  some  patrol  or  the  sort,  especially  for  the  country  districts  outside  of  town  ; 
€iat  it  bad  beeu  a  legal  and  recognized  mode  of  preserving  the  peace  and  keying  order 
in  the  former  condition  of  these  States. 

QwstioH.  The  patrol  t 

Answer*  Yes,  sir,  * 

Qumthn.  The  patrol  had  been  a  recognized  legal  method  of  preserving  the  peace  t 

Awwer.  Yes,  sir. 

QusHon.  And  it  was,  therefore,  natural  tbat  it  should  be  resumed  7 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  To  give  you  some  idea  of  it :  I  never  belonged  to  any  secret  organ- 
ization except  the  Masons,  and  then  only  temporarily ;  but  in  186B,  during  these  dis- 
turbances, at  every  political  meeting  there  were  the  gravest  apprehensions  of  a  general 
riot,  and,  knowing  the  temper  and  character  of  the  white  people  of  this  county,!  knew 
that  if  one  respectable  white  man  at  one  of  these  public  meetings,  whether  he  was 
dnmk  or  sober,  whether  he  was  right  or  wrong,  if  he  was  murdered  or  killed  at  one  of 
these  political  meetings,  by  the  negroes,  it  would  bo  supposed  that  he  was  killed  by 
the  minions  of  the  Loyal  League,  and  his  death  wouTd  be  promptly  and  drtadfally 
avenged  upon  the  occasion.  Consequently,  upon  conference  with  a  nmnber  of  the  t  o- 
kiest  and  best  men  of  the  community,  we  had  a  meeting  one  night  at  myoffice,  and  I 
popoeetl  the  secret  organization  of  some  fifty  gentlemen  of  known  character  and  intel- 
usrace  and  courage  in  this  c-ommunity.  Captain  Richardson  was  one  of  the  parties  to 
waom  I  spoke.  He  was  present.  Mr.  Bison,  the  banker  here,  was  another.  Mr.  Steele 
lyas  another.  The  title  of  this  organization  was  the  "  Order  of  Peace."  We  discussed 
it,  and  agreed  tbat  we  should  never,  under  any  circuinstances,  go  to  any  political 
neeting  with  arms,  and  we  should  encourage  that  idea  among^  the  whites,  and  when^ 
erer  anybody^  white  or  black,  drew  any  arms  at  a  public  meeting,  we  would  inunedi- 
ately,  by  an  understanding;  among  ourselves,  seize  him,  take  his  arms  airay  from  him, 
aad  torn  him  over  to  the  civil  authorities.  We  discussed  that  matter  for  some  time: 
some  of  them  favored  it,  and  some  of  them  thought  it  impracticable,  and  were  afraid 
of  getting  into  trouble.  The  community  had  gotten  selh^.  There  were  a  few  bold, 
patriotic  men  who  were  willing  to  put  themselves  to  trouble  for  the  sake  of  society, 
W  the  general  feeling  was  *'  don't  care  a  damn  what  happens,''  so  that  it  did  not  happen 
to  thfioj ;  and  the  organization  broke  through.  The  name  of  it  was  the  Order  of  Peace. 
We  were  to  solemnly  pledge  ourselves  not  to  bear  arms  under  any  curcumstances,  to  pre- 
heat any  disturbance  whatever  at  public  meetings,  and  to  sacrifice  ourselves,  if  necessary, 
to  that  purpose.  I  was  a  little  ahead  of  my  paity  in  this  county  on  the  subject  of  negro 
s&fo^  I  regarded  it  then  as  I  regard  it  now,  as  a  prolific  source  of  evil.  Nobody 
that  18  familiar  with  the  writings  of  the  fathers — men  that  I  regard  as  the  greatest 
tt  well  as  the  best  men  who  ever  made  a  government — can  fail  to  see  tbat 
they  thought  that  republican  government,  of  all  governments  in  the  world,  should  bo 
Dfttfifiarily  based  ujiou  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  the  people ;  and  when  this  vast 
aloiee  of  ignorance  and  vice  was  opened,  and  this  numerous  population  that  had  been 
Iftboring  under  the  degrading  iufiuences  of  slavery  from  time  immemorial,  and  that 
never  had  evolved  anything-  of  their  own  motion,  the  idea  of  giving  the  ballot,  the 
highest  privilege  of  American  citizenship,  to  them,  we  thought  exceedingly  dan^^rous 
to  iociety ;  but  when  we  took  a  retrospect,  and  considered  the  result  of  our  defeat  in 
the  war,  I  regarded  negro  citizenship  and  negro  suffrage  as  inevitable  in  some  form, 
JD^  as  I  regard  it  now  asiiTCversible.  Believing  that,  and  hoping  to  mako  the  most 
tf  circumstances,  I  got  the  executive  committee  together,  and  made  a  proposition  to 
Mod  to  Tennesse^and  get  some  negroes  to  address  the  negroes  down  here,  to  talk  to 
them  apon  political  subjects,  and  u|>on  then*  duties  to  society.  Two  of  the  committee 
opposed  it  bitterly,  and  two  favored  it.  There  were  five  of  us,  and  I  cast  the  deciding 
vote  in  favor  of  it  and  telegraphed  to  Nashville,  to  a  ^ntleman  there,  to  get  Elias  Polk, 
the  old  body-servant  of  President  Polk,  and  Joe  Williams,  who  had  been  a  negro  officer 
ia  the  Federsd  Army.  I  thought  wo  would  get  a  native  democratic  negro  and  a  northern 
<Jeniocratic  negro  and  bring  tnem  down  here.  We  brought  them  hero.  1  took  them 
to  my  office  and  treated  them  with  the  greatest  kindness  and  distinction.  Old  Elias 
Polk  was  the  very  prince  of  colored  gentlemen.  He  had  the  manners  and  bearing  of 
tie  <dd  regime.  «foe  Williams  was  a  man  of  better  education,  and  probably  better 
intelkctual  powers,  but  ho  was  not  near  such  a  speaker ;  he  was  not  near  such  a  man. 
He  did  not  have  the  courage  and  pure  common  sense  that  ok!  Elias  had.  Well^  Ex-Gov- 
ttaor  Brown  spoke  in  the  morning  amidst  the  most  intense  excitement — ^more  intense,  I 
brieve,  than  I  have  ever  witnessed  before  or  since  at  any  political  meeting.  He  is  a 
^ery  eloquent  man,  and  roused  the  white  people  to  the  very  highest  pitch  of  excite- 
ment.   Ireiuember  his  eulogy  upon  General  Blair,  his  personal  character  and  services 
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to  the  Union  in  the  war.  He  was  interrupted  at  the  time  by  the  negroes— insultingly 
and  violently  intemipted  by  some  of  th^m.  My  brother-iu-iuw,  Colonel  Davis,  arose 
in  the  crowd,  thinking,  from  his  personal  influence  with  the  white  people,  and  iiis  re- 
publican views  being  known  to  the  negroes — he  being  a  Grant  man — that  ho  might 
restore  good  feeling  m  the  crowd;  but  his  purpose  was  misunderstood,  and  j^reat  ex* 
citement  arose.  Tney  thought  it  was  his  purpose  to  interrupt  Governor  Brown,  and  A 
number  of  pistols  were  drawn,  some  by  negroes  and  some  by  whites— i»incipally  by 
whites.  The  negroes,  when  the  pistols  were  drawn,  mostly  scattered  and  rau  to  thi 
other  end  of  the  court-house  yard.  I  ran  out  in  the  ci*owd  to  get  to  Mr.  Davis.  Gen- 
eral Forrest  and  General  0*Neal  and  others  got  around  him.  We  finally  got  the  crowd 
pacified,  but  we  came  very  near  having  a  very  serious  matter  of  it.  Governor  Brows 
went  on  with  his  speech,  and  told  the  negroes  they  had  very  ninch  misconceived  him, 
and  sx>oke  very  kindly  to  them  and  of  them,  and  finally  the  meeting  passed  off  without 
any  further  trouble.  In  the  evening  Elias  Polk  and  Joe  Williams  addressed  the  Col- 
ored people,  both  of  them  taking  the  ground  that  they  had  been  made  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  in  proper  time  they  would  be  given  the  privilege  of  voting. 

They  had  already  voted  here  under 

Question,  Recx)nstruction  t 

Anetoa',  These  so-called  acts  of  Congress ;  but  they  both  took  the  ground  that  the 
citizens  were  the  sole  judges  of  the  propriety  of  giving  them  the  right  of  suffrage,  and 
that  it  was  not  a  matter  withyi  the  jurisdiction  of  Congr<3SS  ;  very  good  democrmtio 
doctrine.  Both  of  them  said  they  wanted  the  right  of  suffrage,  but  they  did  not  want 
it  at  the  expense  of  the  Constitution  of  their  country.  Old  Elias  said  he  had  been  ibr 
sixteen  years  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  the  earlier  and  purer  days  of  the 
country,  before  carpet-baggers  and  scalawags  were  known  ;  that  he  had  also  been  in 
the  position  of  chief  magistrate  of  the  Unite<l  States,  and  talked  as  if  his  personality 
had  been  absorbed  in  that  of  his  master,  President  Polk.  He  spoke  with  a  great  de:a 
of  unction  and  authority  to  the  negroes.  Joe  Williams  told  them  of  his  services  in 
behalf  of  their  race  in  the  war;  that  he  had  fought  for  their  liberty,  and  that  ho  would 
do  it  ag^ain ;  that  he  was  proud  of  his  record,  and  he  would  not  tell  them  a  lie.  They 
would  interrupt  him  by  telling  him  he  had  gone  over  to  the  democrats,  and  turned 
rebel,  and  that  sort  of  remarks.  That  night — they  were  boarding,  or  rather  they  were 
the  guests  at  the  house  of  a  very  intelligent  colored  man  here  named  Albert  Bantlay — 
and  that  night  the  house  was  assaulted  with  rocks,-and  some  of  us  went  down  then?  to 
protect  them ;  they  both  told  me  next  day  they  thought  this  was  a  rocky  road  to 
travel  for  democratic  negroes ;  that  the  negroes  here  were  completely  blinded  by  passion 
and  prejudice,  and  altogether  under  the  dominion  of  the  League ;  that  they  were  afiraid 
to  take  any  part  with  tue  democratic  party ;  some  of  them  had  told  them  that  they 
were  democrats,  but  they  wanted  them  to  keep  it  to  themselves ;  that  it  was  a  confi- 
dential disclosure ;  that  they  would  not  be  safe  if  it  wore  known  that  they  were  demo- 
crats. 

QMstion,  Some  of  the  negroes  had  told  him  so  f 

Ansvcm\  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  the  negroes,  and  I  have  been  repeatedly  told  that  mysdf 
by  negroes. 

Queaiion,  Is  it  safe  for  a  negro  to  espouse  the  democratic  ^ansef 
Jl}}«ure]'.  I  do  not  think  it  is  exactly  safe ;  I  think  it  is  safer  now  in  this  county  than 
it  has  been ;  during  the  last  canvass  I  organized  two  ne^  democratic  clubs,  the  whites 
pledging  them  that  they  would  stand  by  them  to  the  bitter  end,  and  that  they  should 
not  be  disturbed  or  molested  in  the  free  exercise  of  their  right  to  vote. 
Question,  It  required  this  assurance  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  we  had  made  strenuous  efforts  all  the  time.  Now  a  number  of  negrroes 
always  vote  [democratic]  in  town — the  more  intelligent  ones — but  they  never  want  it 
known,  and  always  deny  it  to  the  other  negroes ;  there  were  a  very  few  of  them ;  I  do 
not  know  but  two  in  this  town  that  I  ever  knew  to  admit  it  to  negroes,  and  they  were 
men  of  most  approved  personal  courage.  ♦ 

Question,  Has  the  condition  of  affairs,  in  respect  to  peace  and  good  order  of  your 
county  and  in  the  circuit  in  which  you  practice,  improved  within  the  last  two  years? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  law  and  order  prevails  here  as  much  as  any  conntry  in 
the  world— -as  much  so  as  it  has  ever  prevailed :  I  think  that  is  the  universal  opinion ; 
that  is  the  statement  repeatedly  made  in  the  last  twelve  months  in  the  Hantsville 
Advocate. 

Question,  Is  this  caused,  in  a  great  measure,  by  the  public  sentiment  of  the  bctto^ 
classes  of  the  people  of  the  State,  and  by  the  improved  condition  of  affairs  since  the 
administration  has  passed  into  the  hands  of  a  government  really  electe<l  by  the  people 
of  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  1  think  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  people  of  Alabama  re^gard  the  present 
government  as  a  legal  State  government,  and  the  administration  of  it  as  in  the  hands 
of  their  own  people  in  a  great  degree. 
Question,  Was  there  much  dissatisfaction  with  the  inauguration  of  yonr  fir^  State 
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government  under  the  reconstruction  acts,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  it  yyaa  Imposed 
upon  the  people  of  the  State  against  their  will  by  act  of  Congress?  • 
'  AMwr,  There  was  the  greatest  dissatisfaction ;  wo  had  a  State  government  here, 
under  Governor  Pattqn,  that  answered  all  the  purposes  of  the  people ;  it  had  been 
elected  by  the  people;  they  were  honest,  good  men,  intelligent  men,  known  to  the 
people,  aud  we  were  going  on  improving  our  material  condition  after  the  war,  when 
the  recoustnxotion  measures  came,  overturned  that  government  and  put  a  government 
upon  us,  a  constitution  not  made  by  the  people,  a  set  of  officers  not  elected  by  the 
p«q)le.  We  were  told  by  Congress  that  if  we  did  not  want  that  constitution :  that  if 
a  Buy'ority  of  us  did  not  want  it,  ana  would  not  vote  for  it,  we  should  not  have  it ; 
well,  a  migority  did  not  vote  for  it,  and  certainly  did  not  want  it,  and  yet  Congress 
patituponus. 

QuBtion.  It  was  defeated  acoonling  to  the  terms  of  the  law  of  Congress  itself  t 

Anmeer^  It  was ;  it  was  defeated  according  to  the  declaration  of  General  Meade,  who 
was  the  military  supervisor  of  election,  the  commandant  of  this  district.  Now,  Con- 
greas  said  nothing  about  officers,  but  when  that  State  convention  met  at  Montgomery 
to  reconstruct  the  State  they  not  only  made  a  constitution,  but  they  put  out  a  set  of 
officers. 

Quesiiim.  Ordered  an  election  for  officers  t 

Atmier.  They  ordered  an  election  for  officers,  and,  in  a  great  degree,  the  men  that 
constituted  the  constitutional  convention  organized  themselves  into  a  political  con- 
vention, and  nominated  William  H.  Smith,  and  Applegate,  and  that  set  of  officers, 
nnder  this  constitution.  Well,  the  people  of  the  State— it  is  all  history,  everybody 
knows  it — detormiuod  that,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  the  most  feasible  way  of  defeat- 
ing that  constitution  was  to  stay  away  from  the  polls. 

QntfUan,  Abstain  from  voting  t 

Aniwer,  Abstain  from  voting ;  and  the  white  people,  with  a  unanimity  unparalleled  in 
aocirat  or  modem  times,  staid  away  from  the  polls,  in  compliance  with  what  they 
Uuwight  was  the  solemn  declaration  of  Congress,  la  order  to  defeat  that  constitution. 
It  was  the  moet  infamous  and  odious  constitution  ever  proposed  to  a  civilized  commn- 
ttitj,  and  we  regarded  it  ^  the  most  harassing  and  detestable  outrage  that  could  pos- 
nbly  be  inflicted  upon  our  people— the  imposition  of  the  State  government  upon  us 
nnder  this  constitution. 

Question.  Am  I  correct  in  supposing  that  at  the  same  time  a  fall  set  of  officers— 
^mtv  and  State — were  voted  tor,  the  democrats  abstaining  entirely  from  voting  upon 
tkfltf 

A»9wer,  Yes,  sir;  in  the  great  mqjority  of  the  counties  of  the  State — I  believe,  with 
•JBte  three  or  four  exceptions — the  democratic  party  made  no  nominations  at  all,  and 
the  white  peof)le  abstained  from  the  polls. 

Qucftion.  All  these  officers  went  into  office  under  this  constitution  when  it  was 
declared  absolutely  adopted  by  Congress  T 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir,  by  vurtue  of  an  act  of  Congress,  that  constitution  was  put  upon  us 
>t  length.  I  was  in  Washington  at  the  time,  and  I  know  that  the  understanding  there 
amon^  the  democrats  was  that  Mr.  Stevens— Thad.  Stevens — and  men  who  had  some 
conscience  left,  would  refuse  to  put  that  constitution  upon  us  and  would  not  go  back 
ttpon  the  act  of  Congress  which  prescribed  that  if  it  was  voted  down,  or  if  it  did  not 
|«ta  migorlty  of  the  registered  voters,  it  should  not  be  imposed  unon  us;  that  we 
wmld  not  have  it  unless  we  indicated  by  a  majority  of  the  registered  voters  that  we 
wanted  it.  At  that  time  the  negroes  were  given  the  right  to  vote  by  this  act  of  Con- 
KTess;  the^  were  given  the  right  to  vote,  and  the  large  body  of  the  most  intelligent 
u4  momment  of  the  white  people — the  leading  white  men  of  the  State — were  dis- 
uaoehised  from  voting.  You  see  the  fourteenth  amendment  proscribes  tliem'  from 
J'^ng  office,  but  by  tnis  convention,  down  here  in  that  election,  they  were  proscribexl 
"Oa  voting,  and  in  spite  of  that — in  spite  of  all  the  difficulties  we  bad  to  encounter, 
that  constitution  failed  to  get  a  majority  of  the  registered  votes,  and  was  so  declared 
hy  General  Meade. 

(iuation.  Have  the  affairs  of  your  State  been  since  administered  under  that  consti- 
tntioB,  and  by  officers  elected  at  that  time  t 

Awwer,  Up  to  last  November,  that  has  been  tnie.  A  great  many  of  these  men  were 
^JtMg^teB.  They  were  not  only  alien,  but,  in  the  opinion  of  the  white  people  of  the 
State,  hostile  to  us.  A  great  many  of  them  were  disreputable  characters.  A.  J.  Apple- 
gate, who  was  elected  lieutenant  governor,  was  one.  I  had  occasion  to  look  into  his 
'^^ord,  and  published  a  statement  id  reference  to  his  personal  character,  in  which  I 
pioved  so  conclusively  that  any  petit  jury  in  any  New  England  State  would  have  con- 
victed him  of  ffrand  larceny  upon  the  evidence  furnished  by  his  own  declarations — his 
wn  letters.  It  gave  him  strength  instead  of  injuring  him.  The  publication  gave 
him  prominence  in  his  party,  and  he  was  nominated  for  lieutenant  governor,  and  was 
one  of  their  most  acceptable  and  eloquent  orators — the  favored  orator  of  the  Freed- 
■wtfs  Bureau.  The  facts  about  it  were  these,  affecting  his  personal  character._IIc 
had  been  a  member 
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By  Mr.  Bucklbt  : 

Question,  He  is  dead  now.  is  he  notf 

Anaicer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  had  been  a  member These  ohar^  were  made  by  me  while  he 

was  living.  Every  opportunity  was  given  him  to  make  his  defense ;  he  baid  no  defense 
to  make  bat  a  lie — a  palpable,  apparent  lie.  He  had  been  a  member  of  McPhetson's 
body  gnard  that  stopped  near  Mrs.  Jacob  Thompson's  residence  in  Mississippi.  He  was 
there  taken  sick  and  taken  into  her  house,  narsed  and  kindly  treated  by  her.  At  that 
time  and  under  those  circumstances,  he  or  some  one  with  his  knowledge  and  conniv- 
ance stole  the  deeds  and  patents  and  valuabk  papers  belonging  to  the  Thompson 
estate.  After  the  war  he  settled  here  and  wrole  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Thompsoii.  In  his 
first  letter  he  thanked  her  for  her  kind  and  Christian  treatment  to  him  while  he  was* 
sick,  although  he  was  an  enemy  to  her  cause,  saying  he  would  ever  hold  it  in  remem- 
brance. The  second  letter  called  to  her  mind  the  fact  that  she  had  lost  these  valuable 
gapers,  and  offering  to  return  them  or  have  them  returned  to  her  for  a  consideration, 
he  wrote  him  back.  The  correspendeiice  was  published  in  full.  I  could  give  this 
committee  a  copy  of  it  if  they  d^ire  it.  Finally  ne  writes  to  her  if  she  wants  these 
papers  better  than  she  wants  $10,000,  to  send  on  the  money  and  get  the  papers.  That 
was  just  about  his  language,  written  in  the  most  abominable  and  illiterate  style.  She 
then  hands  these  papers  to  General  Walker,  of  the  firm  of  Walker  &  Brickie.  They 
fhrnished  me  with  Applegate's  letters.  They  saw  Applegate  ;  had  a  lon^  controversy 
with  him  about  these  papers.  He  said  they  were  in  Chios  or  somewhere  m  the  North- 
west ;  that  they  were  in  possession  of  a  friend  of  his.  Finally,  instead  of  giving  him 
$10,000,  they  told  him  they  would  give  him  $300,  and  would  give  him  it  to  him  the 
next  day ;  that  he  must  answer  then.and  take  the  $300,  and  give  up  the  papers  or  get 
nothing ;  and  next  day  he  promptly  came  up  with  the  papers,  although  ho  had  suud 
that  they  were  not  in  town  here  at  all,  and  ho  signed  a  receipt,  in  which  he  stated  that 
he  had  taken  possession  of  these  papers  during  the  war,  and  n<^w  returned  them  to 
Mrs.  Thompson,  upon  the  consideration  of  paying  him  $300.  I  got  these  papers.  I 
first  got  liis  receipt,  which  was  given  to  me  when  I  was  chairman  of  the  democratic 
executive  committee,  and  I  wrote  a  communication  to  the  democratic  paperH  here  and 
furnished  them  with  that  receipt  as  an  evidence  of  the  fiti#3S  of  A*.  J.  Applegate  for 
the  high  position  of  lieutenant  governor  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  an  officer  who  was 
to  preside  over  the  Senate.  I  went  off  to  court,  and  dnrinjjp  my  absence  a  negro  came 
there  at  night  to  my  office  while  my  partner.  Captain  Richardson,  was  there,  and 
shoved  an  official  envelope  under  the  door,  and  ran  down  the  steps.  Mr.  Richardson 
opened  the  door  and  took  the  envelope.  He  saw  the  negro  running  down  the  steps, 
and  thought  he  recognized  him  as  a  uccto  who  waited  upon  the  Freedmen's  Bureau 
here.  The  letter  was  signed  "  A.  J.  Apinegate,"  not  written  by  him ;  it  was  signod  by 
him.  Doubtless  he  had  written  the  original  and  it  had  been  copied.  He  said  he  came 
here  as  a  private  citizen  to  live  in  this  community  at  peace  with  the  people;  that  he 
had  been  greatl^^  abused  and  denounced,  and  that  forbesu*ance  had  ceased  to  be  a  vir- 
tue ;  and  if  I  made  any  further  publications  in  reference  to  him  be  would  hold  E3e  to 
strict  personal  account.  As  soon  as  I  got  back  I  hunted  for  Mr.  Applegate.  bat  h«  had 
left  here  and  I  never  saw  him  afterwards— yes,  I  saw  him  the  day  ho  spoke  here,  the 
day  of  this  riot — that  is,  I  think  I  saw  him  on  the  stand  and  inquired  if  it  was  blm ; 
anyhow,  upon  the  reading  of  this  letter  I  immediately  published  in  full  all  of  his  eor- 
respondence  with  Mrs.  Thompson,  both  her  letters  to  him  and  his  letters  to  her,  and 
the  letters  that  passed  between  her  lawyers  in  Mississippi  and  Applegate.  I  published 
the  whole  thing.  He  said  in  reply  that  he  would  get  an  affidavit  from  the  man  who 
had  had  possession  of  these  papers,  and  that  affidavit  would  exculpate  him  from  the 
crime  of  stealing  the  papers  in  the  first  instance  and  extorting  money  from  this  lady 
for  their  return.    That  affidavit  never  ax)peared. 

Quesiian,  Have  you  those  papers  with  you  t 

Anewer,  I  have  not  them  with  me.  I  think  I  have  several  copies  of  that  correspond- 
ence at  my  office.    lb  was  published  all  over  the  United  States. 

Question.  I  wish  you  would  bring  it  here. 

Anmoer,  The  negroes  here,  believing  thatl  had  demonstrated  that  Applegate  was  a 
thief,  voted  for  him  with  great  enthusiasm  for  lieutenant  governor  as  their  representa- 
tive man  ;  that  is  a  weakness  of  their  race. 

Mr.  Blair.  I  wish  to  have  that  correspondence  incorporated  in  this  oongressioDal 
document  to  show  the  sort  of  persons  that  Congress  imposed  upon  the  people  of  the 
State  of  Alabama  as  their  rulers,  in  order  to  bring  about  peace,  order  and  good 
government. 

The  Chairman.  Colonel  Lowe  having  given  a  very  foil  statement  of  the  transsc- 
tion,  I  do  not  think  our  record  should  be  burdened  with  the  whole  of  the  correspond- 
ence. It  seems  to  me  that  is  wandering  very  far  from  the  purposes  and  limits  of  our 
inquiry. 

Mr.  Blair.  I  ihiak  there  is  no  more  pregnant  fact  than  this  as  a  commentary  upon 
the  condition  of  affairs  in  this  State,  and  the  fact  that  Congress  forced  upon  these  peo- 
ple, in  violation  of  its  own  faith,  a  man  of  this  character  to  occupy  the  high  posioon 
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in  which  he  was  placed  and  then  expect  to  produce  good  order  and  hakmony  in  the 
State.  I  de&ire  the  record  to  show  that  I  have  endeavored  to  produce  this  correspond- 
ence to  place  it  on  the  record,  and  I  want  the  committee  to  vote  on  the  question 
whether  it  shall  go  there  or  not. 

The  Chairman.  We  are  commissioned  by  the  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  and 
Honse  of  Representatives  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  late  insurrectionary 
States,  so  ikr  as  regards  the  execnition  of  the  laws  and  the  safety  of  the  lives  and  prop- 
erty of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  this  correspondence  has 
no  connection  with  the  subject-matter  of  our  inquiry. 

The  question  being  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Blair  to  incorporate  the  documents  re- 
ferred to  in  the  recom  of  the  testimony  of  the  witness,  William  M.  Lowe,  the  ayes  and 
noes  were  taken  *and  resulted : 
Ayes.— Mr.  Buckley,  Mr.  Rice,  the  chairman.    Noes. — Mr.  Blair. 
So  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

The  Witness.  In  this  county— in  the  county  of  Madison — the  nominees  for  tjie  leg- 
islature upon  that  ticket  were  a  mau  named  Ron^yne  and  two  negroes.  Ronayne  is 
now  the  assistant  collector  or  assessor  of  internal  revenue  for  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  a  man  of  the  most  disreputable  character,  a  genuine  specimen  of  the 
genus  carpet-bagger.  Ho  came  here  just  after  the  war ;  he  lived  in  a  state  of  adultery 
with  a  negro  woman  publicly ;  everybody  knew  it.  His  brother-in-law,  a  Mr.  Hassett, 
got  into  a  difficulty  wi  th  him  on  the  street  and  shot  him  about  it.  The  grand  jury  o£  the 
connty  met  and  indicted  him  for  it.  His  wife,  a  very  cultivated  and  nice  lady,  came 
to  see  me  about  it.  I  was  the  solicitor.  I  told  her  1  had  nothing  to  do  with  it ;  that 
it  was  the  grand  jury's  business  j  I  could  not  pardon  anybody  or  take  any  action  ex- 
cept in  open  court  upon  the  case ;  that  she  must  see  Judge  Harolson,  who  was  the  pro- 


ding  judge.  She  did  so,  and  he  agreed  that  he  would  protect  Ronayne  as  far  as  he 
conlf  She  apprehended  that  he  might  be  sent  to  the  penitentiary,  or  something  of 
the  sort  done  to  him.  All  I  know  about  the  matter  is  tliat  Ronayne  finally  came  up 
and  plead  guilty  and  paid  the  costs,  but  I  insisted  upon  his  paying  the  fine  for  himself 
and  the  negro  girl,  which  he  ^ave  bond  and  security  to  do.  Ho  was  elected  to  the 
%islatnre  under  ^is  constitution,  and  in  that  legislature  or  in  the  convention  thete 
was  a  bill  passed  for  his  relief,  relieving  him  from  the  payment  of  these  fines  for  these 
offenses  to  which  he  had  plead  guilty. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

iftiesiion.  Is  this  the  man  who  is  acting  as  sergeant-at-arms  for  our  committee  here  ? 

An9Wer,  I  do  not  know,  sir.  His  name  is  Justes  Ronayne.  I  believe  he  is  a  doctor 
vt  a  sort  of  a  doctor,  but  I  know  he  is  an  assistant  internal  revenue  collector  or  assessor 
&r  this  district. 

Mr.  Buckley.  No  such  man  is  connected  with  this  committee  in  b>i\j  way  at  all. 

Mr.  Blair.  I  understood  that  such  a  man  was  in  the  employment  of  this  committee 
IS  assistant  sergeant-at-arms,  at  this  time  employed  to  bring  witnesses  here. 

Mr.  Rtce.  Employed  by  the  majority  or  the  minority  of  the  committee  f 

Mr.  Blair.  I  did  not  suppose  that  the  minority  hm\  anything  to  say  about  it. 

The  Witness.  The  candidate  for  senator  here  was  Mr.  I.  D.  Sibley,  who  was  a  car- 
penter her©  in  town.  I  never  heard  him,  or  saw  him,  or  spoke  to  him  until  recently, 
when  he  was  the  only  republican  senator  who  stood  by  Governor  Lindsay  and  the 
democratic  party  in  the  determination  to  inaugurate  him,  in  accordance  with  the  law 
of  the  people,  as  governor  of  the  State.  I  think  Mr.  Sibley  was  just  a  carpet-bagger 
in  search  of  office  down  here,  and  thought  we  were  in  a  down -trodden  and  oppressed 
condition  and  would  be  an  easy  prey  for  his  sort.  He  came  back  here  after  the  meet- 
ing nk  the  legislature  and  told  that  some  man  by  the  name  of  Caiisle — I  think  tliat 
was  the  name ;  anyhow  some  minion  of  Stanton's — had  given  him  $500  for  a  vote  of  his 
in  the  senate. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Que$Hon.  Did  you  hear  him  make  that  statement  f 

Aiumer.  No,  sir. 

iiuettUm,  How  do  yon  know  it  to  be  true  t 

AMneer.  He  made  the  statement  to  Colonel  Bradley  and  Nick  Davis. 

QnmHon,  Did  yon  hear  him  make  it  to  Colonel  Biiadley  or  Nick  Davis  t 

Aw&wer.  No,  sir. 

4fuettum,  How  do  yon  know  he  made  it  T 

Answer.  I  heard  Mr.  Eennard  say  he  made  it  to  Mr.  Bradley. 

Qfuttion,   Does  he  live  in  this  community  t 

Anwer,  Tes,  sir;  I  thought  he  had  been  before  this  committee.  He  is  a  repub- 
licitto  can^date  for  the  legislature.  He  madb  the  statement  first  to  Mr.  Davis  in  his 
ofikso,  adjoining  mine.  As  Sibley  was  going  down  the  steps  Colonel  Davis  came  out  of 
his  office  and  said  to  me,  "  I  have  been  very  much  surprised  at  a  statement  of  Sibley 
that  be  wae  given  $500  for  voting  for  the  Stanton  railroad  bill." 

56  A 
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Question.  You  did  not  hear  that  statement  hy  Sibley  t 
Anmoer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Yonr  anthority  is  Colonel  Davis  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    Mr.  Sibley  is  here  in  town. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Mr.  Bradley  is  also  in  town  f 

Ansu^er.  Yes,  sir ;  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Bradley,  Mr.  Kennard,  and  Mr.  Sibley  are  all  Dsem 
bers  of  the  repubhcan  party. 

Question.  Are  they  all  in  town  here  t 

Anstcer.  All  are  in  town. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  that  the  vote  which  he  gave  was  in  £ftvor  of  a  railroad 
project  of  a  man  named  Stanton  f  .  ' 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Queition.  A  project  by  which  Stanton  obtained  a  large  snbsldy  from  the  State  of 
Alabama,  for  the  pnrpose  of  constructing  a  railroad  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  railroad  is  now  the  snbject  of  considerable  controversy  botweea  the 
officials  of  the  State  and  Stanton  and  his  company  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

'     By  the  Chair&ian  : 

Question.  Was  it  a  subsidy  or  indorsement  by  the  State  of  bonds  f 
Anstcer.  It  was  a  donation  or  loan  of  the  straight  State  bonds ;  not  an  indorsement, 
but  what  wo  call  the  straight  State  bonds,  two  .millions. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Stanton  built  the  road,  did  he  f 

Answer.  1  believe  it  is  pretty  well  built.  Mr.  Sibley  had  made  and  printed,  all  over 
the  State,  a  speech  in  opposition  to  this  measure,  for  which  he  subsequently  voted,  and 
the  $500  was  the  reason,  as  I  understood  from  those  gentlemen,  that  he  gave  for  that 
vote. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  That  was  the  consideration  of  his  vote  f 

Answer.  The  consideration.  Well,  now,  we  judge  of  the  character  of  the  men 
elected  under  that  constitution,  all  over  the  State,  by  the  characters  of  the  men 
elected  right  here  in  our  midst.  The  other  two  elected  as  representatives  were  com- 
mon negroes,  neither  better  nor  worse  than  the  most  of  them.  They  are  both  of  them 
dead.        i 

Question.  Better  than  their  colleagues  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Question.  Certainly  not  stained  with  the  crimes  you  have  spoken  of  that  their  col- 
leagues committed  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  there  was  nothing  against  their  personal  character  as  far  as  I  know. 
They  were  ^-^ry  i^noraut  men,  and  very  violent  partisans.  Callis,  the  man  elected  to 
Congress  from  this  district,  was,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  here  acting  as  a  Federal 
officer  and  a  Freedmen's  Bureau  agent.  He  presided  on  that  stand  in  this  room  over  a 
republican  meeting,  dressed  in  full  uniform.  I  saw  him.  The  regular  nominee  of  Iho 
republican  party  was  General  Joseph  W.  Burke,  a  gentleman  of  character  and  edaca- 
tion.  Colonel  Callis  was  an  independent  candidate,  and  was  elected  by  the  negro 
vote.  When  the  constitution  was  rejected  by  the  people,  and  declared  rejected  by 
General  Memle,  and  the  fact  communicated  to  Grencral  Grant  and  by  him  communica- 
ted to  Congress,  and  the  action  of  Congress  looked  to  the  rejection  of  the  coustitntion. 
Colonel  Callis  left  here,  and  I  understood  from  the  papers  went  upon  duty  in  Misisa- 
sippi  as  an  Army  officer.  He  afterwards,  however,  returned  to  Washington,  and  was 
admitted  to  his  seat. 

Question.  Are  there  any  other  facts  within  your  knowledge  bearing  upon  the  question 
"Which  I  asked  you  in  regard  to  the  character  of  the  government  which  was  inaugura- 
ted here,  and  its  effect  upon  the  peace  and  order  of  the  State  f 

Anstcer.  Well,  sir,  I  regard  the  most  aggravating  and  disagreeable  fact  in  the  whole 
business  of  reconstruction  to  have  been  the  intrusion  of  what  is  known  in  the  South 
as  the  carpet-bag  element.  Greneral  Spencer  and  Greneral  Warner  were  elected  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Question.  By  that  le^slatnre  t 

Answer.  By  that  legislature ;  both  of  them  men  recently  coming  into  the  State,  and 
men  whom  we  supposed  and  whom  we  oensidered  as  the  representatives  of  the  negro 
race,  in  combined  hostility  to  the  white  race.  As  far  as  I  know,  every  member  of  Ooq« 
gress  elected  at  that  time  was  a  recent  acquisition  t'O  the  State  of-Alabama. 

Question.  Were  the  county  officers  of  the  same  stripe  f    ti^ed  by  vjOOQLC 

dnswer.  I  belive  so,  sir;  they  were  in  a  great  degree  of  the  same  character.     The 
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scalawags  were  generally  ignored  by  the  neffroee.  They  had  been  slave-owners  and 
Dative  soatbem  men,  many  of  them  implicated,  although  old  Union  men,  in  the  rebel- 
liou,  and  the  negroes  did  not,  or  were  taught  not  to  regard  them  as  safe  i-epresenta- 
tives  as  those  men  who  had  come  from  the  land  of  freedom  and  fought  for  their  liberty. 
Generally  in  the  South,  the  scalawags,  as  they  were  called,  that  is  the  lower  order  of 
the  native  republicans,  were  more  odious,  if  4>ossible,  than  the  carpet-baggers,  but  they 
H<*Ter  were  so  to  me,  because  I  thought  they  only  wanted  office.  I  never  knew  one  but 
▼bat  I  could  ascribe  some  personal  motive  to  his  going  into  the  republicun  party,  some 
selMi  motive.  I  thought  that  as  soon  as  he  had  got  office  his  native  instincts  would 
come  to  his  assistance,  and  that  he  would  have  to  be  either  more  or  less  than  human  if 
he  would  not  feel  kinder  to  his  people  than  men  whose  traditions  and  personal  history, 
and  personal  interests,  too,  were  hostile  to  us.  I  felt  toward  them  like  the  black  Doug- 
lass felt  toward  Baillie  Nicol  Jarvie,  when  he  said  to  him,  "  I  don't  think  you  would 
seek  my  death,  because  we  are  a  sort  of  kin,  and  for  the  sake  of  Auld  Lang  Syne  we 
liave  some  feelings  in  common.''  Nevertheless,  the  carpet-bag  element  took  the  lead  in 
the  formation  of  the  constitution,  and  in  holding  all  the  offices,  and  in  carrying  the 
State  back  in  the  reconstruction  policy,  and  I  regard  that  as  the  prolific  source  of  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  and  prejudice  and  bitterness.  I  think  it  was  after  this  riot  of 
1668  that  there  was  a  meeting  called  in  this  court-house.  I  believe  in  all  the  papers  of 
this  town  an  indignation  meeting  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  denouncing  the  Ku- 
Klox  and  putting  down  disguised  men.  I  was  not  at  that  meeting,  but  a  large  body  of 
the  white  men  were  at  il.  Governor  Chapman  presided  over  it,  a  highly  respectable 
ex-governor  of  the  State.  I  believe  a  largo  share  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  town  and 
connty  were  there.  They  denounced  the  Ku-Klux  and  all  disguised  and  lawless  men. 
Being  the  chairman  Of  the  executive  committee  I  was  requested  to  address  the  demo- 
crats upon  the  subject  of  disguised  men,  and  I  did  it  a  short  time  after  that  meeting 
at  a  public  meeting  held  down  here. 

(^estiott.  In  the  court-house  yard  f 

Ansica:  In  the  court-house  yard :  iu  which  X  expressed  the  views  in  reference  to  the 
organization  and  conduct  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klau  that  I  have  expressed  before  this  com- 
mittee. After  that  there  were  few  or  no  Ru-Klux  outrtiges  in  this  county.  The  only 
one  that  I  ^now  anything  of  was  never  charged  as  having  been  of  a  political  charac- 
ter. It  was  in  reference  to  Prior  Turner,  a  negro  who  has  testified  before  this  com- 
mittee. I  was  his  attorney.  Ho  was  one  of  the  loaders ;  one  of  the  most  ultra  and 
violent  leaders  in  the  Lea|;ue.  He  came  to  employ  me  to  prosecute  these  disguised  men. 
The  facts  were  these :  his  wife  had  gotten  into  some  quan-el  at  Madison  Station,  in 
this  county,  and  had  left  the  place.  He  went  down  to  get  hep  clothes  and  household 
&roiture,  and  while  sitting  in  a  grocery  two  disguised  men  came  in  and  seized  him, 
and  when  they  carried  him  to  the  door  he  broke  and  run.  They  fired  upon  him  and 
wounded  him,  and  he  came  to  my  office  after  having  run  from  Madison  Station,  which 
is  ten  miles  away,  to  this  town.  He  reached  here,  early  in  the  morning,  about  daybreak. 
He  asked  m©  what  to  do.  I  told  him  to  go  before  Mr.  Figures,  the  mayor  of  the  town, 
and  the  editor  of  the  republican  paper  here,  and  make  an  affidavit,  charging  these  men 
with  this  outrage.  He  went  before  another  officer,  a  very  honest  and  competent  old 
old  gentleman  named  Squire*  Wilson.  When  I  found  that  out,  I  asked -Mr.  Wilson  to 
sommon  Mr.  Figures  to  sit  with  him  in  that  case.  He  did  so,  and  Mr.  Figures  and 
Mr.  Wilson  made  the  preliminary  examination  as  to  wheth(;r  these  men,  charged  by 
Prior  Turner  with  tl^s  outrage,  should  be  bound  over  to  the  circuit  court.  These  two 
men,  whose  names  were  Long  and  Martin,  were  defended  upon  the  ground  of  an  alibis 
proven  by  negroes,  and  the  court  refused  to  bind  over  the  parties  chai'ged.  I  believe 
that  that  is  the  only  Ku-Klux  outrage,  or  outrage  by  disguised  men,  that  I  have 
heard  of. 

Question.  This  region  of  North  Alabama,  as  it  is  known  and  understood,  was,  prior 
to  the  war,  strongly  in  favor  of  the  Union  t 

Answa-.  Yes,  sir ;  Douglas  and  Bell  swept  all  this  portion  of  the  State,  but  in  that 
contest  the  issues  of  union  and  disunion  were  not  so  strongly  drawn  as  in  the  snbse- 
qoent  contest  for  members  of  the  secession  convention. 

QttesUan.  I'd  that  what  was  the  result,  so  far  as  North  Alabama  was  concerned  Y 

Anmcer.  It  was  unanimously  for  the  Union. 

QitnUon.  Many  of  the  people  in  this  portion  of  the  State  went  into  the  Federal 
Army  afterwards  t 

Amwer,  Yes,  sh- ;  a  large  number  of  them.. 

Question,  State  to  the  committee  what  are  the  x>olitical  sentiments  of  this  region  of 
eoontry,  so  far  as  the  white  people  are  concerned,  including  the  Federal  soldiers  that 
served  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  going  from  this  region. 

Anwar,  The  i>re8ent  political  sentiment  of  the  white  people  of  this  country,  includ- 
ing all  dasses,  la  almost  unanimously  conservative.  They  are  for  the  Union ;  they 
are  opposed  to  secewion ;  they  are  in  favor  of  maintaining  the  three  constitutional 
unendmeDts,  declared  ratified  as  the  result  of  the  war ;  but  they  were  v^y  much 
0]n[K)eed  to  the  past  administration  of  the  State  government,  the  reconstruction 
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goverament,  and  they  are  opposed  to  the  present  administration  of  the  Federal 
Governlneut. 

Question.  Does  this  apply  as  well  to  those  Union  men  here  who  entered  the  Federal 
Army — I  mean  the  native  Alahamians — that  large  number  who  were  for  the  Union 
at  tirst;  and  until  a  dc  facto  government  was  formed,  and  to  those  who  entered  the 
service  of  the  confederate  government  t  • 

Answer,  I  think  it  does,  sir.  I  do  not  know ;  and  I  am  very  generally — ^almost  uni- 
versally— ^acquaint43d  through  here.  I  do  not  know  a  single  man  of  any  prominence 
who  was  in  the  Federal  service  from  this  section  of  the  State  who  is  not  now  a  demo- 
crat, and  they  are  generally  the  most  ultra  and  bitter  democrats,  for  the  reason  that 
they  think  they  have  cause  to  add  to  their  feelings  the  sting  of  disappointment  and 
ingratitude,  that  they  have  been  treated  just  as  the  balance  of  the  comipunity  has 
been,  that  is,  placed  under  the  control  of  this  ignorant,  irresponsible,  and  vicious 
influence.  Captain  Dickey,  as  fearless  a  man  as  I  know,  a  resident  of  this  county,  who 
was  in  the  Federal  Army  through  the  war,  is  an  ultra  democrat,  and  in  the  last  demo- 
cratic convention  we  held  here,  three  or  four  weeks  ago,  he  was  a  delegate  chosen  from 
what  is  known  as  ^he  white  region  in  this  county,  over  at  Bima,  and  he  told  me  that 
all  of  his  company  that  were  now  living  were  democrats  and  would  support  the  reg- 
ular ticket. 

Question,  How  is  it,  as  far  as  your  knowledge  extends,  in  relation  to  the  Federal  offi- 
oers  from  the  North  residing  here  f 

Answer.  Well,sir,  I  was  a  candidate  for  the  legislature  last  year— not  quite  a  vear 
ago — and  was  looked  upon  as  ultra,  perhaps  not  as  ultra,  either,  but  as  a  very  decided 
democrat,  and  I  believe  that  I  received  the  suffrage  of  every  northern  soldier  li vlnjj^  in 
this  county.  I  am  sure  I  had  the  active  and  warm  support  of  Colonel  Vanvalkenborg, 
of  Captain  DayJ  of  Captain  Fordyce,  of  the  banking  firm  of  Fordice  &  Rison,  and  of 
a  number  of  other  northern  men  and  northern  soldiers  who  lived  in  this  county. 

Question.  Is  there  any  prejudice  at  all  in  this  State  against  northern  men  who  came 
here  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  business,  and  following  any  avocation,  and  to 
mingle  their  fortunes  with  those  of  the  people  of  this  State  as  citizens  t 

Answei'.  No,  sir ;  on  the  contrary,  there  is  a  very  earnest  desire  that  they  shall  come. 
We  have  immigration  societies  all  over  the  State.  General  Clanton,  the  chairman  of 
the  democratic  executive  committee,  organized  an  immigration  society  and  appoint<ed 
me  an  agent  of  it  in  this  region  of  the  S^tate.  I  was  in  favor  of  getting  men  from  the 
North  in  preference  to  men  from  Ireland  and  Germany,  for  our  experience  has  tanght 
us  that  the  men  from  the  North  who  come  here  decided  and  consistent  republicans,  by 
the  time  they  stay  here  the  requisite  time  to  vote,  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  and  I 
believe  I  would  be  glad  if  ten  thousand  men,  every  one  of 'them  republicans  fi*om  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  wonld  settle  in  the  county  of  Madison  to-day.  I  believe  that 
a  majority  in  numbers,  and  a  very  large  majority  in  intclligende  and  property,  would 
vote  the  democratic  ticket  at  the  next  election. 

Question.  You  think  that  seeing  with  their  own  eyes  the  condition  of  afiaits  here 
would  enable  them  to  judge  for '  themselves  much  better  than  by  the  stories  that  are 
circulated  at  the  North  with  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  people  of  this  State  T 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  no  doubt  of  it.  The  best  means  of  judging  is  upon  personal 
experience,  and  when  their  interests  are  identified  with  our  interests  our  Rympathies 
become  mutual. 

Question.  You  have  common  interests  and  sympathies  t 

Aristver.  Common.  I  remember  a  gentleman  who  came  here,  who  was  the  editor  of 
a  leading  republican  paper,  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Fry,  for  the  purpose  of  investing  In 
this  State.  I  had  repeated  conversations  with  him.  He  came  from  Ohio.  He  told  me 
he  had  been  a  life-long  republican,  but  that  if  he  lived  in  Alabama  he  did  not  see  how 
he  could  act  with  the  republican  party  in  its  local  organization.  He  told  me,  more> 
over,  that,  on  his  first  visit  here,  returning  to  his  country,  they  seemed  delighted  to  see 
him  back  safe,  and  seemed  surprised  that  he,  a  bold  and  decided  republican,  had  come 
safely  from  this  region  of  Ku-Klux  and  chimeras  dire,  and  were  incredulous  as  to  the 
description  he  gave  of  the  character  of  the  people  and  the  treatment  he  had  received. 
I  discussed  with  him  the  reconstruction  measures  and  the  different  acti  done  by  the 
Federal  Government  to  the  people  of  the  South  during  and  since  the  war,  and  he  ex- 
pressed himself  as  favoring  them  all.  He  said  that  ho  thought  at  the  time  that  they 
we}*e  necessary,  that  this  military  supervision  was  necessary  to  preserve  order  and  to 
keep  down  outbreaks,  but  that  he  never  anticipated  placing  the  government  of  a 
country  in  the  hands  of  the  most  ignorant  and  incompetent  class  of  society. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Colonel  Lowe,  are  you,  at  this  time,  chairman  of  the  executive  committee 
of  the  democratic  party  of  this  county  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  upon  being  elected  to  the  legislature  I  resigned  that  position. 

Question.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  congressional  or  State  executive  committee  of  the 
democratic  party  t  ^ 
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jMttper.  I  am  a  member  of  the  congressioDal  democratic  committee. 
Question,  Not  of  the  State  f 

J»9Wfr,  No,  sir. 

Qumtiati.  Have  yoQ  ever  been  relieved  of  yoar  political  disabilities  t 

JustPtr.  I  never  bad  any. 

Question.  You  never  held  any  office  before  the  war  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  at  school  when  the  war  came  on.  The  test-oath  prevented 
ii«  from  holding  any  office,  as  it  prevented  every  man  who  had  participated  in,  or 
aided,  ox  alietted  the  rebellion ;  but  I  believe  the  test-oath  has  been  repealed,  and  I  am 
sow  eligible  to  any  office. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  Mr.  Shapard,  a  witness,  who  testified  before  the  commit- 
tee.  Are  you  acquainted  with  his  character  in  the  neighborhood  where  he  lives  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  visit  that  neighborhood  ? 

Answer.  Yea,  sir,  frequently ;  I  practice  law  there ;  it  is  Blount  County.  I  have 
beeo  there  frequently. 

Question.  I  speak  of  the  neighborhood  where  he  lives ;  I  do  not  speak  of  the  entire 
comity  of  Blount. 

AH9wer.  He  lives  near  Summit. 

Question.  He  has  a  good  many  enemies,  has  he  not  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir:  I  think  not. 

Question.  Has  he  not  made  nimself  very  obnoxious  to  the  democratic  party  in  Blount 
CooQty  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of;  I  thought  he  was  a  democrat.  At  the  time  these  pros- 
ecutions were  instituted  against  him  there  was  no  democratic  or  republican  organi- 
lation  in  this  State. 

Question.  He  never  was  convicted  upon  any  of  those  indictments,  I  understand  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  he  was.  He  told  me  he  had  been  indicted  before 
th^  war  for  stealing.  I  do  not  i;now  whether  he  waa  convicted  then  or  not.  I  never 
eoDvicted  hiin ;  I  never  prosecuted  him  for  but  one.  I  was  turned  out  of  office  before 
I  got  around  the  next  time. 

Question.  He  had  made  application  to  Colonel  Davis  to  be  his  counsel,  had  he  not  t 

Answer.  I  aDderst4>od  he  had,  for  Mr.  Davis  told  me  he  had,  but  he  told  me  he  would 
not  go ;  he  would  not  go  to  Blount.  Blount  is  a  very  inaccessible  portion  of  the 
country,  and  he  would  have  to  go  by  private  conveyance  over  the  Tennessee  River, 
aad  over  that  range  of  monntaius,  and  it  is  a  very  rough  road. 

Question.  Was  the  continuance  you  spoke  of  his  having  got  in  one  case,  to  a  future 
^'  of  the  same  term,  or  to  a  future  court  f 

Answer.  It  was  both,  I  think.  I  think  it  was  continued  to  a  subsequent  day  of  the 
nme  term,  and  then  continued  for  the  term.  * 

Question.  Was  not  his  application  simply  for  a  continuance  irom  day  to  day  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  rememher  distinctly  how  it  was. 

Question.  The  indictment  against  him  for  st-ealing,  you  say>  was  quashed  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  recollection  of  it ;  that  the  value  of  the  property 
charged  to  have  been  stolen  was  not  stated  in  the  indictment,  which  just  said  "  hogs." 
lu  an  indictment  in  this  State,  Mr.  Pratt,  for  the  stealing  of  a  horse  you  do  not  have 
to  state  the  value  of  the  horse,  but  just  say  the  stealing  of  a  horse  or  horses  ;  but  a 
DMu  may  steal  a  hog,  and  if  it  is  worth  a  hundred  dollars  the  value  of  it  has  to  be 
gi?fiB,  under  our  statutes.  The  horse,  though  he  might  not  be  worth  $10,  if  he  is  stolen,  ' 
need  not  have  his  value  specified,  because  it  is  a  grand  larceny  to  steal  a  horse.  The 
ctealiog  of  any  horse,  mare,  or  gelding,  without  regard  to  its  value,  is  grand  larceny. 

Qnesiion.  The  indictment,  then,  under  your  construction  of  the  statute,  was  a  bad 
ooet 

Answer.  Yes, -sir;  that  was  my  idea.  I  think  it  is  a 'doubtful  question.  I  did  not 
write  but  one  of  the  indictments  a^^inst  him.  I  think  the  indictment  for  assault 
with  intent  to  murder  was  an  old  indictment,  probably  written  by  Judge  Harolson, 
or  OBe  of  my  predecessors. 

Question.  Yon  spoke  of  the  Loyal  Leagues  as  the  canse  of  the  Eu-  Klux  Klau  and  as 
the  effect.    Did  you  ever  see  the  constitution  of  the  Union  League  1 

Answer.  No,  sir :  I  never  saw  the  constitution  of  either  of  these  organizations. 

Question.  How  ao  you  know,  then ,  what  the  object  of  the  Loyal  League  was  I 

Answer,  I  judge  from  its  eiiects.    That  is  all  I  know  about  the  Ku-Klux  organiza 

tiOD. 

Question.  You  say  it  was  a  secret  organization.  Did  it  not  hold  its  meetings  pub- 
licly and  in  daylight  f 

Answer.  The^Leagnef  * 

Question.  Yea,  sir. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  knew  nor  heard  of  a  public  daylight  raeetingof  the  League. 
It  was  a  favorite  expression  of  ours,  to  say  that  they  met  in  the  dark  hours  of  mid- 
uight,  when  all  honest  men  ought  to  be  abed  aud  asleep,  and,  we  sometimes  said, 
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when  all  honest  men  were  in  bed  and  asleep.  I  know  th(^  held  a  meetiD^ 
down  here.  I  did  not  see  it,  but  it  was  the  universal  talk  in  the  community.  There 
were  some  members  of  the  League  who  were  in  disfavor  with  it.  They  met  at  a  ne^ 
church  in  this  community,  and  they  had  a  sentinel  marching  np  and  down  each  side 
of  the  church  with  a  musket.  I  remember  to  have  heard  General  Hayden,  who  waa  in 
command,  say,  or  intimate,  that  he  would  not  allow  any  such  proceeding  as  that,  or 
something  to  that  effect,  the  use  of  arms  at  a  political  meeting. 

Queatian.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  that  these  Leagues  held  their  meet- 
ings after  night  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not.    I  know  nothing  of  them,  of  my  own  knowledge. 

QuesHon.  Nor  of  their  puri)ose8  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  only  judge  from  the  effects. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  know  of  any  violence  committed  under  the  authority  of  the 
Loyal  League! 

Answer,  1  remember  at  a  public  meeting,  held  upon  the  north  steps  of  this  bailding, 
there  was  a  proposition  made  by  a  gentleman  of  this  community  to  speak.  He  was 
a  republican,  one  of  their  favored  orators.  The  meeting  was  presided  over,  1  think,  by 
Judge  Douglass,  the  probate  judge  here.  I  remember  he  put  the  question  as  to 
whether  this  gentleman  should  speak  or  not.  The  negroes  said  he  was  against  the 
League,  and  that  he  should  not  speak.  I  beard  that;  I  was  present.  I  hesfd  several 
of  them.  There  was  great  excitement,  and  great  danger  of  a  mob  and  row  and  a  fisht. 
One  or  two  of  the  negroes  were  very  violent.  I  was  standing  with  General  H»yuen, 
who  was  the  commandant  of  this  district  then.  The  negroes  voted  down  the  propo- 
sition— t)^at  is,  they  voted  no,  that  he  should  not  speak — and  the  other  side,  the  aye, 
was  never  put ;  whereupon  this  gentleman  said  he  would  speak  to  those  that  wanted 
to  hear  him,  after  their  meeting  a^jourued.  Their  meeting  adjourned,  to  meet  here  in 
this  room.  The  crowd  started  np  this  way,  and  this  gentleman  began  to  address  some 
negroes  and  white  people  that  were  standing  in  the  court-house  yard,  wherenpoo  soiue 
two  or  three  negroes,  headed  by  a  ne^ro  named  George  Williams,  who  is  in  this  town, 
were  very  violent,  cursing  and  swearing.  They  swore  that  he  should  not  speak ;  that 
he  \Cas  a  democrat  and  a  rebel,  and  was  opposed  to  the  League,  and  that  he  should  not 
speak.  I  advanced  to  where  this  negro  was.  My  purpose  was  to  knock  him  off  o€  the 
block,  but  General  Hayden  stepped  up  to  him  aud  told  him  he  must  stop  that  disturb- 
ance there  or  he  would  have  him  arrested^  and  he  did  st.op.  ^ 

Question,  This  was  a  i>olitical  meeting,  I  understand  youf  , 

Answer,  Yes,  i)ir ;  a  republican  meeting. 

QuesHon,  Then  it  was  not  a  meeting  of  the  Loyal  League? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

QxiesUon,  My  question  was  whejher  you  knew  of  any  act  of  violenoe  committed  under 
the  authority  of  the  Loyal  League  f 

Answer.  It  was  supposed,  and  I  believed  and  still  believe,  that  the  attempt  oo  the 
part  of  these  negroes  to  prevent  this  gentleman  from  speaking  was  by  order  of  the 
Loyal  League. 

Question,  Give  us  your  authority  for  that  belief.    You  have  reasons  for  it  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  statement  of  the  facts  of  the  case ;  the  negroes  saying  he  was 
against  the  League. 

Question.  That  is  the  only  evidence? 

An4twer,  And  the  fact  that  he  was  going  to  speak  against  the  League,  and  they  were 
preventing  him  from  speaking  against  it.  That  is  my  reason  for  thinking  they  were 
acting  under  the  authority  of  the  League. 

Question.  That  is  your  ouly  evidence  ? 

An»wer,  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  conclusion. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  other  act  of  violence  committed  under  the  authority  of 
the  Loyal  League  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not.  I  just  know  the  general  information  of  the  oommonity 
hei'e,  that  they  met  iu  secret,  and  met  with  arms. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  that  as  a  fact  f 

Anmoer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  your  informants  know  that  to  be  a  fact  f 

Answer,  I  never  was  present  at  any  of  their  meetings. 

Question,  Were  your  informants  present  at  any  of  their  meetings. 

Answei\  I  have  heard  negroes  speak  of  the  meetings  of  the  League,  and  of  going  to 
them  with  arms.  A  negro  boy  that  was  with  me  in  the  army — my  body-servant — was 
one. 

Question,  Was  he  a  member  of  the  League  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  With  your  approbation  T 

Ansioer.  No,  sur;  very  much  against  my  approbation.  I  finally  lost  all  personal  con- 
trol over  him,  greatly  to  my  regret.  Digitized  by  vjOOk 

Question.  When  was  this  League  organized  in  this  city  f 
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I  believe  it  "was  or^nized  immediately  after  the  war — ^probably  aboat  the 
litter  p^  of  Patton's  administration.  I  remember  of  hearing  Jadge  Humphreys^  who 
isnow  jadge  at  WashiDgton,  iu  the  District  of  Columbia,  say  that  he  had  been  asked 
to  join  the  Leafpie,  and  threatened,  politically,  if  he  did  not.  They  said  all  true  re- 
publlcann  most  join  the  Lea^e,  and  if  they  did  not  they  were  not  to  be  counted  in. 
QuegHoH.  You  understood  it,  then,  to  embrace  white  men  as  well  as  colored  men  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  the  League  embraced  many  white  men.  I  think  it  em- 
kaeed  Tery  few.  I  think  this  invitation  was  extended,  and  they  declined,  in  some 
instancee. 

QuesUan,  Yon  think  it  embraced  very  few  f 

Answer,  Very  few.  Jndge  Lewis,  a  very  cnltivated  and  accomplished  lawyer  and 
gentleman  here,  who  was  a  member  of  the  confederate  congress  during  the  war,  was 
temporarily  a  member  of  the  League.  He  became  disgusted,  and  came  out  in  a  letter 
that  was  regarded  as  rather  severe  upon  the  League  and  upon  the  carpet-baggers. 

QmmtUm,  Was  he  a  republican  f 

Atuw€r.  Yes,  sir ;  and  is  yet  a  very  bitter  republican. 

QumHon,  When  did  that  organization  cease  to  exist  f 

Atmeer,  Well,  sir,  I  think  it  ceased  to  exist  in  1869.  I  have  not  heard  any  talk  of  it 
lately. 

QfieBiUm.  Was  it  got  up  by  the  negroes  themselves  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know,  sir ;  I  have  no  idea.  I  have  an  idea,  too.  I  think  it  was 
gotten  up  by  the  carpet-baggers.  I  remember  one  night  it  was  reported  that  the 
League  was  meeting  in  here^in  this  court-room — I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  or 
Dot— and  that  Judge  Lewis  presided  over  it,  and  that  there  were  only  three  white  men 
there;  I  think  Douglass,  the  probate  judge;  Sibley,  the  senator,  and  Judge  Lewis — 
tot  he  staid  for  awhile :  that  the  room  was  crowded  with  negroes,  and  the  odor  was  too 
toad  and  fragrant,  and  he  resigned  his  position  and  left.  That  is  what  was  said.  I 
iMnre  heard  men  laugh  at  him  about  it.  I  think  he  was  the  only  native.  Judge  Hum- 
phries, Colonel  Davis,  Mr.  Bradley,  and  Mr.  Figures,  I  think,  declined  to  join  the 
League. 

QuetM^H,  Was  Colonel  Davis  a  member  of  itf 

Ansiter,  No,  sir ;  he  was  very  hostile  to  it. 

Questwn,  You  have  used  the  epithets  **  carpet-baggers,''  and  "  scalawags,"  repeatedly, 
daring  the  course  of  your  testimony.  I  wish  you  would  give  us  an  accurate  definition 
of  what  a^:!;arpet-bagger  is  and  what  a  scalawag  is. 

Ansvcer.  Well,  sir,  the  term  carpet-bagger  is  not  applied  to  northern  men  who  come 
here  to  settle  iu  the  South,  but  a  carpet-bagger  is  generally  understood  to  be  a  man 
who  comes  here  for  office  sake,  of  an  ignorant  or  bad  character,  and  who  seeks  to  ari'ay 
the  negroes  against  the  whites  ;  who  is  a  kind  of  political  dry-nurse  for  the  negro  pop- 
ulation, in  oKler  to  get  office  through  them. 

QnmHon,  Then  it  does  not  necessarily  suppose  that  he  should  be  a  northern  man  t 

Amwer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  does  suppose  that  he  is  to  be  a  northern  man,  but  it  does  not 
apply  to  all  northern  men  that  come  here. 

Question,  If  he  is  an  intelligent,  educated  man,  and  comes  here  for  office,  then  he  is 
not  a  carpet-bagger,  I  understand  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  we  do  not  generally  call  them  carpet-baggers. 

QuestUm.  If  he  is  a  northern  man  possessed  of  good  character  and  seeks  office  he  is 
iKrt  a  carpet-bagger  f 

Answer,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  se  few  northern  men  who  come  here  of  intelligence 
aDd  character,  that  join  the  republican  party  and  look  for  office  alone  to  the  negroes, 
that  we  have  never  made  a  class  for  them.  I  have  never  heard  them  classified.  They 
Btand  sui  generis.  I  do  not  know  that  they  have  any  classification.  But  the  term 
"carpet-bagger"  was  applied  to  the  office-seeker  from  the  North  who  comes  here  seek- 
ing officer  by  the  negroes,  by  arraying  their  political  passions  and  prejudices  against  the 
white  people  of  the  community. 

Question.  The  man  in  addition  to  that,  under  your  definition,  must  be  an  ignorant 
man  and  of  bad  character  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  generally  of  that  description.  We  regard  any  man  as  a  man 
of  bad  characCer  who  seeks  to  create  hostility  between  the  races. 

Question,  Do  you  regard  any  republican  as  a  bad  character  who  seeks  to  obtain  the 
suffices  of  the  negro  population  f 

^^nmer.  We  regard  any  republican  or  any  man  as  a  man  of  bad  character,  whether 
be  is  native  or  foreign  bom,  who  seeks  to  obtain  office  from  the  negroes  by  exciting 
their  passions  and  prejudices  against  the  whites.  We  think  that  a  very  great  evil— 
very  great.  We  are  very  intimately  associated  with  the  negro  race^  we  have  a  larga 
number  in  the  country,  and  we  think  it  essential  that  we  shall  live  m  peace  together. 

Quetiion.  Do  you  regard  Senators  Warner  and  Spencer  as  in  the  category  of  carpet- 

^^.yes,^r.  D:g™ze..,G00gre 

Qiteition,  Is  Senator  Warner  an  ignorant  man  of  bad  character  f 
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Aimver,  Well,  we  have  Senator  Spencer's  word  for  it.  I  never  epoke  to  Senator  War- 
ner in  my  life,  and  I  know  very  little  oJT  him;  hut  Senator  Spencer  says  he  ia  a  "viery 
trifling  and  worthless  man. 

Question.  Do  yon  regard  Senator  Spencer  as  an  ignorant  man  and  of  had  oharactor  f 

Anatoer.  1  have  a  very  slight  acquaintance  with  General  Spencer ;  I  know  him ;  I  do 
not  think  him  an  ignorant  man ;  I  think  him,  from  the  authority  of  those  who  kDow 
him  intimately  and  well,  to  be  an  unprincipled  man.  Ex-Governor  William  H.  Smith, 
of  this  State,  in  the  last  campaign,  published  a  letter — and  yon  can  get  the  letter  opoa 
the  files  of  the  Huntsville  (republican)  Advocate— <;ontaining  a  statement  to  the  eSoGt 
that  Senator  Spencer  lived  npon  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  the  races ;  that  the 
breath  of  peace  would  leave  him  on  the  surface,  neglected  and  despised. 

Question,  I  am  not  asking  for  Governor  Smith's  opinion,  but  your  own  f 

Anmver.  Well,  sir,  I  believe  Governor  Smith. 

QueatioH,  Did  Senator  Spencer  seek  to  array  the  negroes  against  the  whites? 

Ansxccr.  Yes,  sir.  One  of  his  shysters  and  aj^ents  here,  in  the  last  election  wbeo  I 
was  a  candidate,  circulated  the  most  infamous  lies  about  me  all  over  the  county,  to  the 
effect  that  I  would  deprive  the  colored  people  of  the  substance  of  personal  freedom  if 
I  got  into  office,  although  I  told  them  the  contrary ;  that  I  would  deprive  them  of  suf- 
frage if  I  got  into  office;  that  I  would  do  everything  to  injure  them  in  person  and 
property.  His  agents  who  were  in  his  confideiice  did  this.  They  told  me  they  w^re  in 
his  confidence,  and  I  have  no  dodbt  they  did  it  to  subserve  his  political  interests. 

Question,  Did  Senator  Warner  ever  seek  to  array  the  negroes  against  the  white  racef 

Answer,  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  Senator  Warner's  personal  or  political 
antecedents  in  this  State  except  what  is  public. 

Question,  Having  given  a  definition  oi  the  carpet-bagger,  yon  may  now  define  scal- 
awag. 

Anstoer,  A  scalawag  is  his  subservient  tool  and  accomplice,  who  is  a  native  of  the 
conntry. 

Question.  How  many  of  the  white  race  in  the  county  of  Madison  vote  the  repuUicaa 
ticket  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  think)  and  I  have  very  accurate  means  of  judging,  that  a  hundred 
ever  voted  it. 

Question,  Yon  class  thorn  all  as  carpet-baggers  and  scalawags? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  all  of  them  seeking  office  9  , 

Anstcer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Are  all  of  them  ignorant  men  and  <^  bad  character  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QuesUan.  Are  all  of  them  natives  of  the  Northern  States  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Why  do  you  classify  them  as  carpet-baggers  and  scalawags  f 

Answer,  1  have  told  yon  that  I  classified  as  carpet-baggers  those  who  came  down 
here,  who  come  within  that  definition,  coming  down  here  and  seeking  office  from  th« 
negroes  by  arraying" their  passions  and  prejudices  against  the  white*  people.  I  classed 
the  others  as  scalawags.  They  are  more  or  less  scu[ilawaggers,  according  to  the  part 
they  play  in  this  political  programme. 

Question.  Wliat  proportion  of  this  one  hundred  white  men  who  vote  the  republican 
ticket  are  seeking  office? 

Answer,  It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  say.  .  I  believe  that  there  are  very  few  of 
them  that  would  decline  to  serve  their  conntry  in  a  Incrative  office  if  they  could  get  it. 

Question,  I  am  asking  for  your  knoxi  ledge  and  information.  How  many  of  this  one 
hundred  who  you  suppose  vote  the- republican  ticket  seek  office  and  have  come  here  for 
that  purpose  f 

Answer,  A  good  many  of  them  are  born  here.  I  include  both  the  carpet-bagger  and 
scalawag  in  that  number. 

Question,  Separate  them  and  tell  what  proportion  came  from  the  North  and  what  are 
native. 

-itwiccr.  I  think  they  are  about  or  very  nearly  equally  divided;  probably  there  are 
more  scalawags  than  carpet-baggers.  I  think  they  are  pretty  equally  tlivided  in  this 
eonnty.    This  has  been  the  headquarters  of  radicalism  in  this  State. 

QuesHon.  Is  scalawag  regarded  as  a  term  of  opprobrium  f 

Anstocr,  Yes,  sir;  it  is  regarded  as  a  term  of  political  opprobrium,  just  as  the  term 
'*  bourbon,"  and  '*  mossy-bank,"  and  one  term  and  another  are  politically  opprobrious. 

Question,  I  return  to  the  question,  what  proportion  of  the  fifty  nortiiem  white  men 
who  vote  the  republican  ticket  are  seekers  for  office,  according  to  your  knowledge  and 
information  t 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  it  is  impossible,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  me  to  say.  I  really  do  not 
know  the  proportion.  I  believe  that  a  very  large  majority  are  office-seekers  or  offioe- 
Holders. 
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Questum,  If  you  believe  that,  you  have  your  reasons.  Will  you  please  give  your 
reasons. 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  if  yon  were  to  present  me  with  a  list  of  these  men,  and  Just  let  me 
Bee  their  names,  with  my  intimate  association  with  politics  suice  the  surrender,  I  be- 
lieve I  ceuld  put  my  finger  upon  some  time  or  place  in  the  history  of  two-thirds  of 
these  men  when  they  either  held  or  sought  office  in  this  county. 

QutsU&n,  Yon  may  now  give  the  names  of  such  white  men  who  have  settled  in  the 
eoBDty  of  Madison  as  are  now  seeking  office  or  have  held  office.  Please  enumerate 
tiiem. 

AMmoer,  It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  enumerate  them  all.  I  would  name,  tak« 
iDg  them  in  cto>nologioal  order,  Callis. 

QHCstion.  Does  he  still  live  here  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Quesiion,  I  am  speaking  of  the  present  republican  white  men  from  the  North  :  you 
say  (here  are  about  fifty  whom  you  denominate  carpet-baggers.  What  I  desire  to  know 
18,  Vho  of  these  men  are  at  present  seekers  of  office  or  have  come  here  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  office,  or  have  held  office  heretofore  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  would  mention  Mr.  Moss,  a  man  I  never  saw ;  he  lives  out  in  the 
eoantiy. 

$Nes<um.  Is  he  seeking  office  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qwgiwn.  How  do  you  know  it  if  you  have  never  seen  him  f 

Answer,  I  know  he  is  published  in  his  organ  as  a  seeker  for  office  now. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  A  candidate  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  nominatedby  some  nesroes  that  met  here.  And  Colonel  Rugg,  who 
was  a  Freedmen's  Bureau  aeent  here.  >  Tie  is  the  postmaster,  and  he  is  a  candidate  for 
eoant^  treasurer.  He  has  been  a  candidate  for  the  legislature,  and  I  think  he  is  a 
standmg  candidate  for  any  office  that  is  up. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Is  he  not  a  ver^  intelligent  man  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know,  sir,  wheUier  he  is  or  not. 

Qaestioti,  Is  he  not  a  man  of  good  character  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

QuesHon,  Was  he  not  a  gallont  soldier  in  the  United  States  Army  during  the  war, 
and  wonnded  f 

Answer,  I  never  heard  of  it.  I  do  not  think  he  stands  very  well  in  this  commnnity. 
I  remember  on  one  occasion  he  went  down  to  the  depot  here,  without  authority  of  law, 
and  arrested  some  negroes — took  them  from  the  possession  of  the  civil  authorities,  1 
believe;  but  you  can  get  a  much  more  accurate  statement  of  the  whole  afiair  in  the 
newspapers. 

Qitestion.  I  did  not  ask  for  details ;  if  he  is  a  man  of  bad  character  I  want  to  know  it. 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  his  stealing  or  murdering  anybody,  but  I  think  he  lost 
caste  among  gentlemen  for  that.  Mr.  Figures  was  mayor  of  the  town,  and  had  arrested 
the  negroes 

Question,  I  do  not  ask  you  for  the  details.  If  he  is  a  man  of  bad  character  say  so;  \t 
of  good  or  fair  character,  I  want  to  know  it. 

Answer,  I  think  to  that  extent  he  lost  caste  in  this  community. 

Question,  Who  is  the  next  on  the  list  f 

Answer,  Mr.  Moss. 

Qu^tion.  You  have  named  him ;  that  was  the  first  one.  Mr.  Rugg  you  have  named 
also.    Who  next? 

Answer,  Do  you  want  me  to  name  office-holders  f 

QuesUon,  Office-holders  and  office-seekers. 

Answer,  Well,  here  is  Sibley,  the.  senator ;  and  Douglass,  the  jud^e  of  the  probate 
court;  and  Ronayne,  and  Thomas,  the  United  States  marshal.  I  believe  those  are  all 
the  names  of  sufficient  prominence. 

Question,  You  have  named  six  out  of  fifty.    Does  that  exhaust  the  list  f 

Answer,  That  does  not  exhaust  the  list  of  carpet-baggers  in  Madison  County,  but  I 
do  not  remember  their  names  at  present. 

Qne«tMn.  1  am  not  asking  for  the  list  of  carpet-baggers  in  Madison  County,  but  that 
elasB  of  carpet-baggers  who  have  come  here  to  seek  office  and  who  hold  office  f 

Anstver,  Well,  I  do  not  remember  any  others  at  present. 

Question,  Now  you  may  give  the  names  of  all  the  parties  whom  you  denominate 
•ealawags  in  Madison  County,  who  were  or  are  at  this  time  seeking  office  or  who  have 
joined  the  republican  party  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  office  f  (^ve  us  their  names 
BO  that  we  mav  have  an  entire  list  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  will  give  you  the  name  of  William  B.  Figures ;  I  believe  he  has  held 
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four  or  five  offices  at  the  same  time.  I  think  he  is  entitled  to  promiDeooe.  He  is  a 
very  clever  man  personally,  too. 

Question,  Is  he  an  intelligent  man  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Queslion,  And  a  man  of  gopd  character  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  a  man  of  pretty  fl^ood  character. 

Question,  Is  he  the  subservient  tool  of  the  carpet-baggers  f 

Answer,  1  think  so;  I  think* he  has  sort  o'  broken  loose,  though,  of  late. 

Question,  You  do  not  think  then  he  is  any  longer  an  accomplice  of  the  carpet-bag* 
gers  t 

Answer,  Well,  I  do  not  know  to  what  extent  he  is.    He  is  very  mercenary,  however. 

Question,  Yon  think  he  is  at  this  time  a  scalawag  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  the  carpet-baggers  would  trust  him  to  the  extent  that  they 
have  heretofore. 

Question,  When  he  ceases  to  be  trusted  by  the  carpet-baggers  he  is  no  longer  a  aoal- 
awagf 

Answer,  Then  he  grows  in  i^race  with  the  democrats. 

Question,  Then  the  opprobrious  epithet  is  taken  off  f 

Answer,  Oh,  we  allow  an  opportunity  to  repentent  scalawags ;  for 

*'  Whllo  the  lamp  holds  out  to  barn, 
The  vilest  scalawag  may  return." 

Question,  Yon  have  given  one  scalawag ;  will  you  please  go  on  with  the  list  t    Ton 
said  there  were  tifty  scalawags  f 
»  Answer,  I  will  give  you  T.  U.  Green. 

Question,  Does  he  hold  office  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  whether  he  does  or  not. 

Question.  Does  he  seek  office  ? 

Anstver.  He  may  be  a  candidate  now.  I  understood  he  was  a  candidate  for  coonty 
treasnrer.    I  do  not  know  whether  he  is  or  not. 

Question.  Who  next  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  would  give  you  Nick  Davis. 

Question.  Go  on  with  the  listf 

Answer,  Mr.  Bradley — Joseph  S.  Bradley. 

Question,  Is  he  an  intelligent  man  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so.  .  , 

Question,  A  man  of  good  character? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  His  only  crime  then  is  that  he  seeks  office,  or  holds  office  f 

Answer.  He  holds  office  by  the  appointment  of  Governor  Smith,  and  is  seeking  office 
now,  he  says,  in  his  latest  political  effusion,  as  a  kind  of  independent  patriot,  hoping  to 
get  votes  from  both  parties.    He  was  nominated  by  a  republican  convention,  though. 

Question.  Go  on  with  the  list. 

Answer.  I  believe  those  are  about  all  of  any  prominence  that  I  know  of. 

Suestion.  You  have  now  enumerated  six  men  whom  you  designate  as  carpet-baggers, 
four  men  whom  you  desifi;nate  as  scalawags,  as  the  only  persons  yon  can  remem- 
ber among  the  white  men  wno  vote  the  republican  ticket  in  Madison  County,  who 
either  hold  office  or  are  seeking  for  office.     Do  I  understand  you  correctly  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  naming  the  most  pi'ominent.  I  could  name  others.  I  would 
name  Kennard. 

Question.  I  want  the  entire  list. 

Amwer.  I  will  name  George  Kennard,  an  old  man  named  Balch,  and  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Cross ;  a  man  by  the  name  of  Murphy.  I  think  those  are  all  classed  as  seal- 
awags. 

Question.  From  Figures  down  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Does  that  exhaust  the  list  of  scalawags  who  either  hold  or  seek  office  t 

Answer,  No,  sir,  it  does  not ;  I  do  not  remember  their  names,  though. 

Question.  If  you  do  not  remember  their  names,  designate  their  localities.  I  want  to 
get  at  the  exact  uinnber. 

Answer.  Well,  1  could  not  possibly  do  It.  Many  of  them  are  men  that  I  do  not  know. 
I  hear  of  them  figuring  in  the  public  meetings  of  the  republican  party.  They  come  out 
and  profess  their  republicanism,  and  the  next  thing  we  hear  of  them  they  are  candi- 
dates nominated  by  some  negro  meeting  for  office. 

Question.  I  want  the  entire  list  of  such  candidates. 

Answer.  1  do  not  remember  any  more  at  present.  I  would  be  glad  to  pat  them  ou 
record  if  I  could  thiuk  of  their  names.  , 

Question.  You  think  there  are  others  besides  those  you  have  enumerated  IC 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  think  you  will  be  able  to  furnish  the  committee  their  names  t 
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Answer,  I  will  try  to  do  so  if  the  committee  desire  it. 

Question,  Now  what  office  does  Mr.  Kennard  seek  or  hold  f 

Answer.  He  was  a  caodidate  for  the  legislature  here.  He  has  been  a  register  of  ne- 
gro voters — goiog  aroaud  registering  them.  Ho  was  appointed  by  Si>eucer  to  some 
position  in  tno  Mobile  custom-house,  but  he  was  turned  •ut  by  Warner's  friends,  be- 
caose— I  believe  I  heard  it  from  him — he  was  in  the  influeiice  of  Spencer. 

Question,  What  office  does  Mr.  Balch  hold  or  seek  t 

Answer,  Ho  wlks  county  commissioner  here,  and  was  considered  the  head  and  leader 
of  the  Loyal  League  out  in  his  locality. 

Question,  I  am  asking  you  of  the  men  who  now  hold  or  seek  office  among  the  one 
hunditsd  yon  have  denominated  as  scalawags  and  carpet-baggers  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  they  have  regular  conventions  and  they  nominate  their  oandi« 
dates. 

Question,  Is  Mr.  Balch  a  candidate  at  present  f 

Answer,  Ko,  sir. 

Question,  Does  he  hold  any  office  9 

Answer,  No,  sir,  none  at  all. 

Question,  Do  you  know  that  he  is  seeking  any  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  he  is  now,  but  I  know  he  sought  the  office  of  county 
■  commissioner,  and  was  commissioner. 

Question,  What  office  does  Mr.  Cross  hold,  or  seek  T 

Anstcer,  1  believe  he  is  county  collector,  or  assessor,  or  something  of  the  sort  now. 
I  do  not  know  whether  he  is  a  candidate  or  not. 

Question,  What  office  does  Mr.  Murphy  hold  or  seek  ? 

Answer,  He  seeks  the  office  of  sheriff.  I  think  he  is  a  sort  of  democrat  who  was 
nominated  by  the  republicans. 

Question,  Still  you  regard  him  as  a  scalawag  f 

Answer,  He  is  classed  as  a  scalawag.  I  really  do  not  think  he  is  in  sympathy  with 
his  party.  I  think  that  he  is  a  democrat,  but  allowing  himself  to  be  used  by  them  in 
order  to  get  office. 

Question.  Is  there  any  auch  a  cross  as  a  democratic  scalawag  f 

Answer.  It  seems  that  he  is  trying  to  create  it.    We  have  democratic  radicals. 

Question,  How  do  you  classify  Captain  Day,  who  is  clerk,  I  believe,  of  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States,  and  ex  officio  commissioner  f 

Answer,  He  has  never  been  politically  classed.  He  never  took  any  part  in  politics  at 
aU. 

Question,  Does  he  hold  office  under  the  Federal  Government  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  regard  him  as  a  carpet-bagger  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  A  northern  man  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  he  come  here  seeking  office  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  come  into  tlie  State  seeking  an  office  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  he  did.    I  do  not  know  thai  'le  did. 

Question,  Has  he  not  held  office  in  some  capacity  all  through  since  he  camet 

Answer,  I  do  not  know.    I  never  knew  him  until  he  came  here. 

Question,  What  distinguishes  him  from  the  genuine  carpet-bacgerT 

Answer,  Because  he  does  not  associate  with  the  negroes ;  he  does  not  seek  their  soci- 
ety, politically  or  socially ;  he  has  nothing  to  do  with  them  any  more  than  any  other 
white  gentleman  in  the  community. 

Question,  He  votes  with  the  democratic  party  f 

Answer.  I  think  he  voted  for  Smith. 

Question,  Did  he  not  vote  for-Dox  f 

Answer.  I  think  he  did. 

Question,  Was  he  not  a  democratic  delegate  to  that  convention  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  spoken  of  as  a  c<indidate  himself,  but  ho  did  not  desire  the 
nomination.  He  told  me  he  did  not  want  it.  He  said  ho  did  not  think  it  was  reputa- 
ble for  a  northern  man  to  come  down  here  and  be  seeking  offices  that  sontheni  men 
could  hold,  and  he  preferred  his  name  should  not  be  mentioned. 

Question,  As  I  want  to  get  at  the  true  definition  of  these  terms,  I  will  inquire  of  you 
if  a  northern  man  comes  into  Alabama  intent  upon  obtaining  office,  and  seeks  to  ob- 
tain an  office  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  democratic  organization,  is  he  a  car- 
pet-bagger T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  the  term  is  never  applied  to  a  democrat  under  any  circumstances. 
Figures  sometimes  'calls  Jndge  Dox  a  democratic  carpet-bagger,  but  that  is  a  misnomer.  * 
No  democrat  who  seeks  office  through  the  virtue,  intelligence,  and  property  of  the 
country,  who  says,  "Gentlemen,  your  best  men  are  disfranchised  by  the  act  of  Couffress ; 
I  do  not  care  particularly  about  office,  but  as  you  cannot  hold  it  I  will  go  there,  knock 
yoor  chams  off,  and  get  yon  a  chance." 
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By  Mr.  Blair: 
Qiteation.  Mr.  Dox  lives  here ;  married  here  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  Mr.  Figures  calls  him  a  democratic  carrpet-bagger. 

By  the  Chairman  :    « 

Question.  Do  you  say  that  the  democratic  party  embraces  all  the  intelligence  and 
property  of  the  country  f 

Answer.  Not  all  of  it ;  but  I  think  ninety-nine  one-hundredths  of  it. 

Question,  Do  you  speak  of  Madison  County  or  of  Alabama  generally  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir ;  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends  througuout  the  State,  that  is 
true  that  a  great  mass  of  the  property  and  intelligence  is  in  the  demoeratio  party  of 
the  State. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  And  character  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  organization  known  as  the  Ku-Klux  Klan.  Will  you  tell  the 
committee  when,  from  your  best  knowledge,  that  society  was  organized  f 

Answer,  1  think  it  was  organized  in  the  spring  of  IH6S.  1  think  so ;  I  am  not  cer- 
tain of  that,  but  I  think  it  was  organized  in  the  spring  of  1868,  and  continued  for  Hve  or 
six  mouths.    It  originally  existed  iu  Tennessee.     It  was  up  there  for  some  time. 

Question,  You  say  it  existed  in  this  State  for  only  five  or  six  months  f 

Answer.  1  am  speaking  about  this  county ;  of  that  I  know. 

Question,  Well,  Madison  County.  Do  you  say  it  existed  only  for  &\e  or  six  months 
in  Madison  County  f 

Answer,  I  think  so. 

Question,  What  means  have  you  of  knowing  when  it  sprang  into  existence  f 

Answer,  Just  what  I  heard  ;  what  was  the  general  talk  at  the  time.  I  had  some 
conversation  with  General  Forrest,  and  an  intimation  from  him  that  be  had  somethiug 
to  do  with  the  organization  in  Tennessee,  and  I  told'him  I  w£^  chairman  of  the  demo- 
cratic executive  committee,  amd  if  there  was  any  secret  orgauizatiou  of  that  sort  that 
they  had  in  Tennessee,  about  which  we  were  talking,  that  I  would  be  charged  with 
being  iu  sympathy  witn  it,  and  even  if  I  approved  of  it  I  would  not  join  it,  but  I  told 
him  I  did  not  approve  of  it.  I  thought  it  might  be  of  temporary  service,  but  it  would 
bring  trouble  upon  the  country. 

Question,  Did  he  tell  you  what  were  the  principles  and  purposes  of  that  order  ? 

Answer,  He  said,  first,  generally,  that  it  was  to  protect  society,  and  talked  more 
about  Tennessee  that  anything  vise.  He  said  that  Brownlow  was  drilling  his  negro 
militia  all  over  up  there,  and  bad  white  men,  and  they  had  organized  for  the  pro- 
tection of  society  in  Tennessee. 

Question,  You  have  read  what  purported  to  be  the  constitution  of  this  order,  itfi  by- 
laws, and  the  oath  which  its  members  take,  I  suppose  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  it.  I  did  not  know  that  it  had  any  by-laws  or  consti- 
tution.   I  never  had  anything  to  do  with  it. 

Question,  You  have  never  seen,  in  any  print  whatever,  what  purported  to  be  the  ob- 
ligation of  the  members  of  the  Ku-Klux  order  t 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  saw  some  newspaper  statements  recently,  that  some  man  iu 
North  Carolina  had  testified  in  reference  to  it,  but  I  did  not  see  what  he  had  testified, 
only  that  he  had  testified  as  to  its  grips,  and  pass-words,  and  signs,  and  as  to  its  or- 
ganization ;  but  I  did  not  read  it.  . 

Question.  While  it  existed  in  this  county  was  it  a  secret  organization  f 

Answer.  I  believe  so,  sir.  I  never  knew  a  man  that  belonged  to  it%  I  never  heard 
anybody  say  he  belonged  to  it.  I  never  heard  anybody  say  that  anybody  else  belonged 
to  it. 

Question,  Did  it  hold  its  meetings  in  daylight  or  at  night  T 

Ansxcer,  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  What  was  the  repute  f 

Answer.  O,  at  night,  I  suppose. 

Question,  Was  it  an  armed  organization  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  only  time  I  ever  saw  it  they  had  arms. 

Question.  And  they  were  disguised  f 

Ansxcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  do  you  know  when  it  ceased  to  exist  in  this  county  ? 

Answer.  I  just  judge  from  the  fact  that  it  committed  no  further  outrages;  that  it 
did  not  appear  in  public,  and  committed  no  outrages.  Some  time  after  the  presiden- 
tial election  we  held  a  public  meeting  here,  and  it  was  thought  that  that  puMio  meet- 
.ng  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  Did  j'ou  see  anything  of  this  order  in  the  spring  of  186S  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  any  Ku-Klux  except  the  niglitof  the  riot,  which  I  have 
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told  yon.  I  was  in  a  sort  of  control  and  mana^ment  of  the  Hanteville  iDdeiiendent, 
and  whenever  these  ontraces  would  happen  I  would  denounce  them  and  criticise  them. 
The  Huntsville  Democrat  nere  invariably  did  it,  and  very  bitterly  and  boldly.  The 
Hnntsville  Advocate  invariably  reported  every  outrage  of  that*  sort. 

QuMtioM.  What  was  the  number  of  oatrages  that  were  charged  to  the  Ku-Klaz 
Klan  dariDg  its  existence  here  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Question,  Were  they  numerous  f 

Avstcer.  No,  sir ;  not  many  in  this  county.  * 

Quetiwn,  You  say  they  were  denounced  by  both  papers  T 

Antwer,  Yes,  sir;  whenever  disguised  men  committed  any  outrage. 

Question,  Your  papers  commented  on  such  as  occurred  in  this  county,  I  understand 
youT 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Will  you  now  state  to  the  committee  the  number  and  oharacter  of  these 
outrages,  so  far  as  your  memory  may  allow  yon  to  do  so  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  have  heard  of  some  five  or  six.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it 
myself^nothin^  more  than  what  I  got  by  uncontradicted  and  current  rumor.  I  re- 
member of  one  instance,  where  an  old  man  named  Smith  wiks  charged  with  mnrder  in 
a  case  of  circumstantial  evidence.  He  was  acquitted  by  a  democratic  white  jury, 
most  of  them  confederate  soldiers.  Everybody  believed  he  was  guilty.  His  attorney, 
with  great  ingenuity  and  power,  admitted  that  there  was  every  probability  of  his 
g:nilt,  but  thanked  God  that  in  this  country  we  were  yet  too  free  to  have  a  man  hung 
upon  probabilities. 

Question.  What  was  done  with  Smith  f 

Answer,  They  hung  him. 

Question.  The  Ku-Klujt  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know  who ;  they  were  disguised  men ;  it  was  an  outrage ;  he  had 
been  fairly  tried,  and  while  public  sentiment  said  he  was  guilty,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
the  jury  did— indeed,  I  heard  members  of  it  said  they  believed  him  to  be  guilty—  but 
there  was  a  reasonable  doubt,  and  our  statutes  here,  in  so  far  as  they  have  modified 
the  common  law,  go  upon  the  principle  that  no  innocent  man  shall  be  convicted,  rather 
than  upon  the  principle  that  no  guilty  man  shall  escape. 

Question.  What  other  cases  of  outrage  than  Smith  did  the  Ku-Klux  perpetrate? 

Answer.  Smith  was  a  confederate 

Question.  I  did  not  inquire  of  his  politics.  I  asked  you  to  state  the  number  and 
character  of  the  outrages  committed  by  this  Klan,  while  it  was  in  existence  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  that  was  committed  by  the  Klan.  I  am  telling  yon  what 
I  heard.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  more  than 
one  man  that,  hung  him,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  disguised  or  not,  but  I 
know  he  was  hung ;  that  is,  I  have  no  doubt  of  it  at  aU.  Then  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  county  two  neg^o  men  were  killed.  One  of  them  I  ftnew.  I  do  not  know  by  whom 
they  were  killed,  but  not  by  any  large  body  of  men ;  a  few  men. 

Qu^tion.  Disguised? 

Answer.  I  beheve  they  were. 

Question.  What  were  the  names  of  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  I  was  just  trying  to  think  of  them.  I  knew  one  of  the  negroes  Tery  welL 
I  have  forgotten  his  name.  He  was  a  political  and  personal  friend  of  mine  in  the  elec- 
tion.   Then  there  was  some  negro  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county. 

Question.  What  was  done  to  him  ? 

Answer.  He  was  killed. 

Question.  What  was  he  killed  for  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  it  was  a  gteat  ontrage.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  any 
reason  for  it.  I  think  it  was  just  a  quarrel — ^insulting  language  used.  It  was  univer- 
sally condemned  by  everybody. 

Question.  What  other  cases  do  you  remember  ? 

Answer.  This  Prior-Tunier  case  J  have  mentioned  to  you.  I  do  not  believe  I  can  call ' 
to  mind  any  other  cases,  at  present. 

QuesHon.  If  I  understood  you  correctly,  this  Ku-Rlux  Klan  did  not  originate  in  Mad- 
ison County  until  the  spring  of  186S,  and  was  dissolved  in  the  fall  of  that  year  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  impression  of  it.  I  think  it  has  no  organization  now 
here. 

QuesUon.  I  understood  you  to  say  in  your  examination  in  chief  by  General  Blair,  that 
the  Loyal  Leagues  were  formed  very  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  meant  by  that  about  the  time  of  Patton's  administration. 

QuesHon.  When  was  that ;  was  it  in  1865  or  in  1866  f 

Answer.  I  think  Fatten  went  into  office  in  1865.  I  was  elected  solicitor,  and'I  know- 
that,  for  a  long  time,  there  were  no  political  organisations  hero  at  all. 

QuestUm,  The  point  is  this:  this  Ku-Klux  order,  according  to  your  statement  did  not 
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epriDg  into  existence  until  two  jean  or  more  after  the  Loyal  Leagues  were  formed, 
iun  I  right  in  that  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  you  are.  I  do  not  remember  when  the  Loyal  Leagues 
were  formed  here. 

Question,  Did  you  not  Sfty  in  your  examination  in  chief  that  it  was  soon  after  the 
war  was  over  T 

Answer,  Yea,  sir. 

Question,  And  during  Patton's  administration  t 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  and  I  think  this,  that  there  was  an  organized  League  here  ;  that 
Greneral  Burke  and  some  Federal  soldiers  organized  ii>,  and  I  think  that  t  ho  organiza- 
tion of  ,the  League,  to  which  the  Ku-Klux  organization  was  intended  as  an  ofi'-set,  w^s 
aft^r  the  passage  of  the  reconstruction  measures — when  the  negroes  were  organized. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say,  in  your  examination  in  chief,  that  the  order  known 
as  the  Loyal  League  sprung  into  existence  soon  after  the  war  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  tnink  so  still. 

Question.  Did  it  change  its  character  after  that  f 

Answer.  Yes,  air ;  I  think  so. 

Question.  If  you  have  never  seen  its  constitution,  how  do  you  know  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  General  Burke  speak  of  it,  and  I  have  heard  Federal  officers 
here.  I  have  heard  General  Crawford  say  it  was  a  very  respectable  order  in  the  North, 
and  that  men  of  intelligence  and  character  belonged  to  it ;  that  they  met  in  public, 
and  that  it  was  a  very  respectable  thing ;  but  down  here  it  was  not  so  considered 
when  the  negroes  were  almost  exclusively  in  it. 

Question.  Was  there  anybody  but  negroes  here  to  form  the  Loyal  League  after  the  war 
was  over  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  there  were  a  few  native  Union  men,  a  few  republicans,  and  a  few 
Federal  soldiers.  •  ^ 

Question,  How  numerous  were  they  f 

Answer.  They  were  very  few.  There  were  plenty  of  Union  men — that  is,  those  who 
had  been  Union  men  aud  still  entertained  sentiments  of  devotion  to  the  Union  as  it 
existed — ^but  they  had  been  complicated  in  some  degree  In  the  rebellion. 

Question.  Go  on,  and  state  specifically  the  composibion  of  the  Union  League  in  this 
county,  as  it  existed  in  1865  and  1866. 

Answer.  I  believe  it  was  composed  of  Union  men,  white  men  and  Federal  officers. 

Question.  And  excluded  negroes? 

Answei*.  I  do  not  think  there  were  any  negroes  in  it. 

QuesUon.  When  were  negroes  for  the  first  time  t^mitted  to  the  Union  League  f 

Answer.  I  could  not  positively  tell.  I  think  that  the  only  time  my  attention  was 
called  to  the  fact  that  negroes  were  in  it  was  when  they  were  voters. 

Question.  You  can  get  members  of  the  Loyal  League  here  who  will  tell  you.  They 
became  voters  after  the  reconstruction  act  of  March,  1867  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  negroes  were  admitted,  immediately  after  the  passage  ef 
that  law,  into  the  Union  Leeigue  t 

Answer.  I  think  so.  My  impression  is  that  Douglass  and  Sibley  organized  negro 
Loyal  Leagues  here. 

Qi^tion.  In  the  spring  of  1867  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  1  am  not  certain  of  it,  but  I  think  so. 

Question.  That  would  still  show  that  they  became  members  of  the  Loyal  Leagne  a 
fuU  yeai*  before  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  was  organized.  How,  then,  do  you  say  that  one 
was  a  consequence  of  the  other  ? 

Answer.  Because  the  one  was  the  off-set,  and  did  off-set  the  other. 

Question.  But  a  full  year  elapsed  after  the^blacks  were  admitted  into  the  Loyal 
League  before  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  was  organized  f 

Answer.  I  have  told  you  repeatedly  that  I  dp  not  know  when  either  was  organized, 
but  I  can  tell  you  when  they  gave  public  indications  of  their  existence.  The  Ku-Klux 
Klan  may  have  been  organized  here  a  year  before  it  appeared  in  public,  or  committed 
any  outrage.    I  do  not  know  of  that. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  ^on  to  say  that  you  had  heard  of  no  instance  in  which  the 
Ku-Klux  Klan  took  no  part  m  politics  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  said  so. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  it  f 

Answer.  Never. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  that  order  in  this  county  attempting  to  inflaence  men 
in  their  political  opinions  or  actions  f 

Answer.  Never.  I  will  say  this,  though  that  is  not  involved  in  your  question — that  I 
believe  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  had  a  political  influence,  because  it  was  composed  excln.- 
sively,  as  I  understand,  of  democrats,  and  that  it  had  just  tJiiat  sort  of  influence  that 
an  organization  of  that  character  would  have,  composed  exclusively  of  white  men. 

Question.  The  immediate  point  of  my  inquiry  was  this :  did  you  never,  from  first  to 
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last,  hear  from  what  you  regarded  as  reliable  aatbority,  that  this  organization,  known 
as  the  Ku-Klux,  attempted  to  influence  political  action  in  Madison  County  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  did. 

*  Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  their  whipping  a  negro  for  voting,  or  attempting  to 
vote,  the  radical  ticket  f 

Answer,  Never. 

Question,  You  never  heard  of  such  a  case  t 

Answer,  Never  heard  of  such  a  case. 

Question,  Did  yon  ever  hear  of  this  order,  or  any  branch  of  it,  whipping  any  whit-6 
man  because  he  was  obnoxkms  as  a  republican  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  never  heard  of  such  a  case  f 

Anstcer,  No,  sir ;  not  in  this  county. 

Question,  Were  the  democratic  papers  here  in  the  habit  of  publishing  all  Ku-Klux 
outrages  that  came  to  their  notice  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  of  condenming  them  very  severely.  I  think  Mr.  Clay,  who  is 
a  Bourbon,  and  with  whom  I  do  not  agree  politically— to  do  him  full  justice — has  been 
more  prompt  and  decided,  and  bolder  in  denouncing  all  outrages  by  disguised  men, 
than  any  other  editor  I  know  in  the  State. 

Question,  Y'on  have  heard  of  a  great  many  cases  of  outrage  in  the  way  of  whipping, 
&c.,  in  this  county,  committed  by  men  in  disguise,  htsve  you  not  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir,  not  a  great  many ;  there  have  been  a  few. 

Question,  About  how  many  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  do  not  know ;  I  think  from  ten  to  twenty. 

Question,  Cases  of  whipping  t 

Answe)',  No,  not  of  whipping,  but  of  Ku-Klux  risitations  of  one  sort  and  another. 
Sometimes  they  would  whip ;  sometimes  they  did  not.  They  would  take  guns  away 
from  negroes,  I  remember  in  one  instance  two  of  them  came  in  the  day  and  said  they 
came  from  Tennessee,  and  took  off  their  masks  and  showed  themselves  to  my  brother- 
in-law,  Colonel  Davis.  They  came  upon  his  place  to  take  a  gun  from  my  boy,  Archie, 
that  had  been  with  me  in  the  army— a  very  good  boy.  Tliey  said  he  had  threatened 
to  shoot  them  and  they  wanted  his  gnn.  Colonel  Davis  insisted  on  their  taking  their 
disguises  off;  he  said  he  would  not  talk  to  anybody  in  disguise;  that  tticy  had  that 
advantage  of  him,  and  if  they  were  honest  men,  show  their  faces ;  .they  then  took  off 
their  masks,  and  he  did  not  know  them.  They  said  they  had  been  informed  that 
Archie  was  a  bad  negro,  and  had  threatened  to  shoot  them.  He  said  he  was  not  a  bad 
negro,  and  they  should  not  have  his  gun,  and  they  did  not  get  it.  There  was  that  sort 
of  visitation. 

Question,  Was  that  a  common  thing  to  visit  negroes'  cabins  and  obtain  their  arms  f 

An»wer.  I  do  not  kn6w  whether  it  was  common :  we  would  hear  of  it  occasionally. 
I  believe  that  two  or  three  weeks  before  the  presidential  election  there  were  a  number 
of  instances  of  that  sort. 

(Question,  Do  you  not  believe  that  it  was  a  general  practice  with  the  Ku-Klux  to 
visit  the  quarters  of  negroes  for  the  purpose  of  searching  for  arms,  and  if  they  had 
any  taking  them  away  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  know  of  more  instances  where  they  have  gone  to  negroes'  houses 
and  said  to  them,  "  You  have  a  gnn,  but  you  use  it  fur  the  purpose  of  hunting  or  keeping 
hogs  out  of  your  field,  or  one  thing  and  another,  and  you  have  never  done  anything  to 
us,  and  we  have  no  objection  to  your  having  your  gun." 

Question,  Will  you  give  an  instance  of  that  mild  treatment  by  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  There  was  an  instance  occurred  ujKin  Colonel  Davis's  place  of  that  kind. 

Question,  Colonel  Davis,  your  brother-in-law  I 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  ^  I  have  forgotten  the  negro's  pame ;  I  think  it  was  Aleck ;  but 
they  said,  with  reference  to  Archie,  if  he  had  his  gun  to  hunt  squirrels,  and  did  not 
want  to  interfere  with  them,  they  would  not  interfere  with  him. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  negroes  who  had  no  powerful  white  friends  to  defend  and 
protect  them.  Was  it  not  almost  the  universal  rule  in  the  fall  of  1866  for  these  Ku- 
Klnx  to  visit  their  defenseless  homes  and  "take  away  their  guns  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir.    I  cannot  say  that  it  was. 

Question,  Do  you  say  that  you  never  heard  that  it  was  sof 

Answer,  I  have  heard  that  they  did  visit,  but  you  say  it  was  almost  universal.  I 
think  that  is  an  exaggerated  statement.    I  think  it  was  just  an  occasional  occurrence. 

Question,  Could  you  give  us  an  idea  of  the  number  of  such  occurrenoes  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  believe  that  two  dozen  such  outrages  occurred  in  this  county. 

Question,  Were  you  in  the  habit  of  riding  over  the  county  to  inform  yourself  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  I  canvassed  this  county.    I  spoke  in  every  precinct — went  over 
every  hill  and  hollow  of  it. 
Question,  In  that  fall  f  r^  i 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  made  a  very  thorough  canvass  of  this  county.    GoQqIc 
Question.  The  negroes  would  not  have  been  very  likely  to  come  to  a  oemocratic  can- 
didate for  the  legisLiture  and  tell  their  troubles  f 
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Answer,  Some  would  and  some  would  not.  They  generally  came  to  natire  white 
men  of  the  country ;  they  generally  reported  to  their  employers  about  it.  I  always  in 
my  public  speeches  spoko  very  kindly  to  the  negroes,  and  told  them  I  did  not  think 
they  were  competent  to  vote,  or  sufficiently  educated  to  exercise  the  right  of  sufira^ 

Question.  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  an  act  entitled  ^*  An  act  for  the  snppiession 
of  secret  orgaiTizations  of  men  disguising  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  committing 
crimes  and  outrages,"  passed  by  the  legislature  of  Alabama  and  approved  December 
2^,  1868.  I  will  ask  you  to  read  the  preamble  of  that  act.  [The  witness  reads  as 
follows :] 

"  Whereas  there  is  in  the  possession  of  this  general  assembly  ample  and  undoubted 
evidence  of  a  secret  organization  in  many  parts  of  this  State  of  men  who,  under  the  cover 
of  masks  and  other  grotesque  disguises,  armed  with  knives,  revolvers,  and  other  deadly 
weapons,  do  issue  from  the  place  of  their  rendezvous  in  bands  of  greater  or  leas  num«' 
ber,  on  foot  or  mounted  on  horses,  in  like  manner  disguised,  generally  in  the  late  hours 
of  the  night,  to  commit  violence  and  outrages  upon  peaceable  and  law-abiding  citi- 
zens, robbing  and  murdering  them  upon  the  highway,  and  entering  their  houses  and 
tearing  them  from  their  homes  and  the  embrace  of  their  families,  and  with  violent 
threats  and  insults,  inflicting  on  them  the  most  cruel  and  inhuman  treatment ;  and 
whereas  this  organization  has  become  a  wide-spread  and  alarming  evil  in  this  com- 
monwealth, disturbing  the  public  peace,  ruining  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the 
people,  and  in  many  places  overriding  the  civil  authorities,  defying  all  law  and  justice, 
or  evading  detection  by  the  darkness  of  the  night  and  with  their  hideous  maaks: 
Therefore,  Section  first.  Be  it  enacted,"  &c. 

Answer.  I  am  familiar  with  the  act. 

Question,  I  wish  to  inquire  whether  the  state  of  things  recited  in  this  preamble  was 
true  at  the  time  this  bill  was  passed  f 

Answer,  It  was  not  true,  sir. 

Question,  Then  it  was  false,  was  it  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  portion  of  it  was  false  f 

Answer,  It  was  mlse  and  exaggerated. 

Question,  In  what  respect  was  this  recital  false  f 

Anmoer,  Well,  that  wide-spread  scene  of  outlawry,  outrage,  and  murder  was  not 
true.  There  were  occasional  outrages,  but  the  civif  laws  were  always  respected  and 
enforced 

Question,  Was  it  untrue,  December  26, 1868,  that  there  was  a  secret  organization  in 
this  county  of  men,  who,  under  cover  of  masks  and  other  disguises,  and  armed,  issue 
from  their  place  of  rendezvous,  &c.  T 

Answer,  That  may  have  been  true,  that  much  of  it. 

QuesUon,  And  was  it  true  that  these  disguised  m^i  committed  violence  upon  peacea- 
ble and  law-abiding  citizens! 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  very  rare  that  that  was  the  case.  I  think,  as  a  general  things 
those  upon  whom  violence  was  committed  were  men  who  themselves  had  violated  the 
law  in  some  respects.    I  think  that  is  true. 

Question,  Was  it  true  that  these  men  entered  the  houses  of  peaceable  citizens,  tearing 
men  from  their  homes  and  the  embraces  of  their  familes,  and  inflicting  upon  them 
cruel  and  inhuman  treatment? 

Answer,  There  were  some  instances  of  that  sort,  J  have  no  doubt,  sir,  but  they  w«re 
few. 

Question,  Did  such  instances  disturb  the  publico  peace  9 

Answer,  They  did  to  that 'extent.  I  think  the  term  "disturb  the  public  peace" 
would  indicate  a  state  of  war  which  never  existed.  The  courts  were  regularly  h^d, 
and  the  grand  juries. 

Question,  Did  they  injure  the  prosperity  of  the  people  f 

Answer.  I  think  they  did. 

Question,  Did  they  override  the  civil  authorities  f 

An8iwei\  No,  sir^  never. 

Question,  Did  they  defy  law  or  justice,  or  evade  detection  by  the  darkness  of  the 
night  f 

Aiisicer,  They  did  evade  detection  by  the  darkness  of  the  night. 

By  Mr.  Blaxb  : 

Question,  That  is  rather  a  contradiction  of  the  expression  that  they  overrode  tiie  lav, 
was  it  not  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  there  was  no  law  on  the  subject  of  their  riding  at  night  in 
disguise,  however  hideous.  , 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Was  there  any  law  in  the  State  against  their  entering  the  houses  of  peaoe- 
able  citizens  after  night,  and  after  they  had  retired  to  rest  f  ^ 
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Amwer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  against  anybody  doing  it. 

Qiieaiiou,  Yoa  liave  referral  to  several  instances  of  outrage  committed  by  the  Ku- 
Klox  Klan  in  this  community.  Were  the  persons  who  were  implicated  in  the  commis- 
sioD  of  these  outrages  ever  brought  to  justice  f 

Answer,  The  only  two  instances  I  know  were  in  the  case  of  Prior  Turner,  and  they 
were  brought  here  and  fairly  and  duly  tried  before  Mr.  Figures,  the  republican  mayor 
of  this  city,  and  while  I  thought  that  one  of  the  parties  was  guilty  and  ought  to  bo 
bound  over,  he  woiUd  not  do  it. 

Qntstion,  What  were  they  charged  with  before  him  t 

Answer,  They  were  charged  with  this  outrage  upon  Turner. 

QittsiUm,  Was  Turner  whipped  T 

Answer.  No,  air ;  slightly  shot  in  the  shoulder.  I  think  from  the  facts  that  they  did 
not  intend  to  shoot  him. 

Question,  Was  be  charged  with  an  assault  with  intent  to  commit  murder  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember,  but  I  think  that  was  subsequent  to  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  that  I  charged  them  under  that  bill  of  December  x^,  1868.  That  is  my  recol- 
leetton. 

Quesiian.  Had  the  mayor  jurisdiction  to  hear  and  finally  determine  that  charge  f 

Anewer,  No,  sir. 

QueBtion*  He  acted  as  a  court  of  inquiry  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  upon  the  question  ot  probable  cause.  I  thought  there  was  probable 
cause,  although  they  proved  an  alibi  upon  ne^ro  testimony ;  but  knowing  negro  testi 
mony  as  he  did,  how  unreliable  it  was,  and  the  fact  that  I  proved  that  several  of  that 
lot  were  unreliable,  made  one  witness  admit  on  the  stand  that  he  was  a  proverbial  liar, 
and  that  he  had  confessed  to  peijury  in  one  case. 

Qtteation.  They  were  discharged  ? 

Atuwer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuestUm.  Was  the  case  brought  before  the  grand  Jury  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  grand  jury  of  the  State,  and  the  grand  jury  of  the  United 
States,  I  think. 

Question,  Were  indictments  found? 

Answer,  No.  sif. 

Question.  The  parties  who  shot  Turner  have  never  been  indicted  9 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  think  not.  One  of  them  run  off  to  Arkansas.  I  do  not  know  what 
has  become  of  the  other. 

Question.  Keferring  to  the  other  outrages,  about  which  you  have  testified  as  commit- 
ted by  the  Ku-Klux,  state  if  any  of  them  have  ever  been  the  subject  of  cognizance  by 
the  courts  f 

Anstper,  Well,  there  was  an  instance ;  some  three  or  four  white  men  led  an  attack 
upou  Captain  Clark,  some  white  men  and  negroes,  just  upon  the  line  between  Madison 
and  Limestone  Counties.  Captain  Clark  was  a  confederate  soldier,  and  these  white 
men  were  arrested  upon  his  affidavit,  and  brought  up  here,  and  tried  in  a  preliminary 
examination.  They  were  bound  over,  and  the  grand  jury,  I  think,  found  bills  against 
them.  They  broke  their  bond  and  fied  the  State,  and  are  now  gone.  In  order  to  answer 
folly  that  question  I  have  to  make  this  statement,  that  I  believe  there  is  not  a  single 
inaiance  where  afbdavits  have  been  properly  made,  and  a  warrant  of  arrest  asked  for  in 
^e  county  of  Madison  that  the  warrant  of  arrest  has  failed  to  be  issued  against  these 
men ;  not  a  single  instance ;  but  there  are  instances  where  parties  came  l^fore  Judge 
Douglass  hdre  in  this  court-house  to  make  affidavits  of  outrages  having  been  commit- 
ted upon  them  in  which  they  never  showed  him  the  affidavit,  never  read  it  to  him,  but  it 
was  written  out  before  it  was  brought  to  him,  and  carried  from  him  to  General  Craw- 
ibrd,  and  they  used  it,  no  warrant  of  arrest  being  issued  upon  it ;  they  used  it  for 
political  capital. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  that  f 

Answer.  They  have  done  it  right  before  this  committee. 

Qiiestion.  Done  what  ? 

Answer,  They  have  used  these  affidavits  for  the  purpose  of  making  i>oIitical  capitaL 

Questiojn,  Who  informed  you  of  that  f 

Answer,  I  have  read  it.    I  know  it. 

Question.  Where  f 

Answer.  In  the  new8pai>ers. 

Qnestion.  What  newspapers  f 

Answer,  In  half  a  dozen.    Lakin's  testimony  was  telegraphed  all  over  the  country. 

(Question.  I  thought  you  referred  to  testimony  taken  l^fore  this  sub-committee  here. 

Answer.  This  is  a  portion  of  that  committee,  I  suppose.  I  know  of  that  case,  and  of 
others  where  thev  go  and  make  these  affidavits  written  out  beforehand. 

Qnesiion.  I  did  not  ask  you  anything  in  relation  to  that.  I  asked,  and  desire  a 
direct  answer,  how  many  cases  of  outrage  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  the  Ku 
Khu  in  Matdison  have  ever  been  brought  to  trial  and  judgment  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember,  sir,  any  case.  ^ 
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QueHion.  Let  them  be  more  or  less  then,  so  far  as  jou  know,  not  a  singlo  Ka-Klax 
has  been  i)aDi8hed  in  the  county  of  Madison.    Is  that  true  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  as  far  as  I  know. 

Quetsiion.  Have  you  heard  of  any  outrages  committed  within  the  last  two  years,  or 
three  years,  since  yon  say  this  Klan  was  dissolved,  by  men  banded  together  and  dis- 
guised f 

Answer,  Yes,  sii; ;  there  was  an  instance  in  which 

Qjiestian.  I  do  not  ask  you  now  to  give  the  particulars.  I  simply  wish  to  ask  yon 
generally  about  how  many  such  cases  have  occurred.  K  we  go  into  all  these  details 
we  never  will  get  through. 

Anaicer.  I  only  remember  of  one  case  in  this  county ;  that  was  in  the  case  of  two  dem- 
ocratic negroes  who  were  whipped,  and  one  of  them  probably  killed,  in  this  ooouty. 

Qiteslion,  You  have  heard  of  no  instances  since  the  fall  of  1868  in  which  any  republi- 
can was  outraged  f- 

Anstcer.  The  fall  of  1868  t 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Anaice)',  I  thought  you  said  since  the  inauguration  of  this  present  government— Oov- 
eruor  Lindsay  f 

Question,  No,  I  will  repeat  the  question :  since  the  reputed  dissolution  of  the  Ka*Klux 
Klan  in  the  fall  of  1868,  how  many  cases  of  outrage  upon  person  or  property  have  been 
•  committed,  or  reputed  to  have  been  committed  by  men  in  disguise^  under  cover  of  night, 
banded  together  T 

Answer,  I  remember  to  have  heard  of  two  or  three. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  that  embraces  all  that  have  oocnrred  f 

Answer.  I  think  so,  sir.  My  opportunities  of  knowing  are  as  good  as  anybody's  ki 
the  county.  It  may  not  embrace  them  all ;  but  I  have  taken  an  exceedingly  ictivo 
])art  in  public  affairs  here. 

Question.  Are  those  all  that  have  been  published  in  the  demooratio  pewiyycjig  of 
.  HnntsviUe  during  the  last  three  years  as  committed  in  this  county  f 

Anstver.  I  believe  so. 

Question.  The  number,  then,  does  not  exceed  two  or  thvee  f 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Have  yon  heard,  in  any  other  outrages  in  the  State,  oatside  of-  Madiaon 
Conuty,  of  outrages  of  this  descripcion  by  men  in  disguise  and  banded  together  after 
night  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Ques^on.  Have  such  cases  been  mmecom  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  believe  not. 

Question.  Have  they  been  but  few  f 

Anmcer.  But  few  that  I  have  heard  of,  or  that  occur  to  me.  I  have  heard  of  the  Pay- 
toua  afifoir,  and  the  Coosa  riot,  and  this  affair  at  Bntaw. 

Question.  Are  these  all  you  recollect  now  9 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  these  are  all  I  reoolleot. 

Question,  Were  the  particulars  of  these  published  in  the  democratic  newspapers  here? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  excused  or  justified  T 

Answer.  No,  sir,  they  were  not  excused  or  justified. 

QuesUon,  If  a  negro  wore  to  come  before  this  committee  and  testify  to  an  actual  out- 
rage upon  his  person,  and  show  the  marks  of  it,  and  swear  it  was  done  by  men  banded 
together  and  in  disguise  alter  night,  would  yon  discredit  that  negro's  testimony  f 

Answer.  Not  on  that  account.  ' 

Question.  1  understood  yon  some  tiane  ago  to  expreet  aa  opinion  that  anegK»  was  not 
to  be  believed  under  oath  f 

Answer.  I  say  his  testimony  must  be  taken  with  a  degree  of  allowanee. 

Question.  You  would  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  truth  of  a  statement  by  a  ramn  who 
came  and  swore  to  a  whipping  of  this  kind  f 

Answer.  If  he  showed  his  wounds  and  all  that  I  would  judge  the  story  upon  its  own 
merits.  I  would  not  give  it  the  same  credence  thai  I  would  if  a  white  maa  wero  to 
make  the  same  statement. 

Question.  I  understand  that  you  and  Captain  Richardson  took  the  evidence  of  white 
men  and  colored  men  in  endeavoring  to  prove  the  facts  as  they  existed  a*  the  time  <rf' 
the  riot  in  this  town  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  my  defense  of  those  negroes  whom  I  was  defending  wosld  have 
iMen  based  mainly  upon  negro  testimony,  necessarily  so. 

Question,  Then  you  think  the  negroes  can  sWear  thM)  trath  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  they  can  swear  it. 
-   ijuestion.  Do  you  not  think  that  they  are  as  liable,  as  a  general  thing,  to  swear  the 
troth  as  the  white  race  ? 

Ansxcer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not.  I  think  there  is  a  great  want  of  moral  charaefeer  in  Ite 
negro  race,  taking  them  as  a  race^  ^ 
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$u«fi<m<  Ton  say  that  the  Ku-Klnx  Klan  embraced  democrats  exclnsivcly.  "V^as 
there  anythbig  in  that  org^ization,  so  far  as  your  knowledge  extends,  which  woald 
exclude  a  republican  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  think  not.  There  may  have  been  republicans  in  it.  I  believe  the 
ergsnization  in  other  counties  included  life-long  Union  men.    I  have  been  told  so. 

Queation,  Who  are  operating  with  the  republican  party  ? 

Ammver,  C>per«tlng  in  that  Klan  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  society. 

QueaiUm.  That  was  their  excuse  f 

Aim^er,  Yes,  air. 

Question  Were  they  recognized  as  republicans  f 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  yet  were  members  of  the  Ku-Klux  Elan  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  been  told  so. 

Qncttfcm.  And  voted  the  republican  ticket  t 

Answer,  Ye^  sir,  I  have  been  told  so. 

QuestUm.  You  believed  that  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  believe  that  order  embraced  republicans  as  well  as  democrats  f 
'  Answer.  I  believe  it  could  do  it  but  I  believe  that  in  Madison  County  the  order  was 
eompofied  exclusively  of  democrats,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  and  thnt  is  no  more 
than  your  information,  or  that  of  anybody  else,  it  is  Just  the  common  talk ;  but  I  have 
TiDderstood  that  in  the  counties  of  Jackson  and  Marshall  disguised  men,  whether  they 
were  reenlar  Ku-Klux  or  not,  were  composed  of  bands  of  confederate  and  Federal  sol- 
diers. I  know  of  one  instance— a  remarkable  instance— where  that  I  have  no  doubt  it 
was  tsrue.    I  could  go  into  details  in  reference  to  that  if  necessary. 

8y  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qnesiimi.  Give  the  facts  about  it. 

Answer.  The  facts  were  tiheee :  upon  Mr.  Robert  Fearou's  plantation,  in  Marshall 
County,  there  was  a  large  body  of  negro  laborers,  his  old  slaves;  and  some  of  the  white 
men  from  the  mountains,  without  respect  to  party,  composed  of  former  members  of  both 
the  Federal  and  southern  armies,  made  an  assault  upon  these  negroes  for  the  purpose 
«f  drivinff  them  off  of  these  lands  and  getting  possession  of  them  themselves.  General 
Orawlbra,  at  my  request,  sent  some  troops  to  Marshall  County.  These  troops  w'ere 
iastraoted  to  consult  and  advise  with  Mr.  Fearon,  Colonel  Sheffield,  and  Mr.  Ferguson, 
all  of  them  confederate  soldiers,  in  reference  to  the  manner  of  quieting  this  dimoalty. 
The  negroee  of  Mr.  Featon  were  partially  armed.  One  of  his  negroes  was  wounded. 
They  captured  one  or  two  of  the  white  men,  and  dispersed  them.  That  was  a  band  of 
disguised  men  composed  of  confederate  and  Federal  soldiera. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qu£sUon,  You  spoke  of  a  general  apprehension  of  outnu;es  from  negroes  going  about 
the  country  with  guns,  committed  upon  women  and  chiliu*en.  When  did  tnat  state  of 
things  exist  f 

Answer.  That  has  existed  more  or  less  ever  since  the  war. 

Question,  Did  it  exist  iu  a  greater  de^;ree  soon  after  the  war  than  at  any  other  timef 

Amwer,  No, sir;  I  think  it  existed  in  a  greater  deffree  when  the  reconstruotion 
neaaocea  w«re  passed,  aud  the  negroes  came  to  poiitical  meetings  with  their  guns.  I 
Unak  it  waa  greater  at  that  time  than  at  any  other  period  in  the  history  of  the  State. 

Qtusstion.  Do  you  know  or  have  you  information  of  the  negroea  being  intimidated  or 
iougbt  to  be  intimidated  bv  the  Ku-Klux  from  voting  their  seiitimeats  f 

Answer^  No,  sir,  I  do  not  know  of  au  instance. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  such  cases  have  occurred  in  Madiaon  County  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  it. 

(Question,  Did  you  hear  of  any  effort  being  made  by  these  men  in  disguise  to  intimi- 
date negroee,  or  prevent  them  m>m  going  to  elections  f  * 

Answer^  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  th^  being  whipped  beoaose  they  were  radicals,  or 
had  voted  the  radical  ticket  9 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  of  it  I  have  probably  seen  such  charges  in  the  radical 
papeiBb  It  Bever  came  to  me  from  anybody,  or  any  source  that  was  responsible.  On 
the  contrary,  the  negroes  have  uniformly  here  voted  pretty  muck  their  fUll  strenglh, 
and  they  vote  early  and  often. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  a  great  many  come  here  to  Huntsville  to  vote  who 
dare  not  vote  in  the  neighborhoods  where  they  live  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
.  Qumtion.  Have  you  not  been  told  that  f 

Answer.  I  think  they  come  here  to  vote  where  they  can  be  under  Hie  control  of  their 
pttrty  maBa^rs. 

Question.  Have  you  never  b^n  told  that  they  come  here  to  vote  because  it  was  not 
■afe  for  tbem  to  vote  where  they  hve  ? 
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Answer.  No,  sir.  .       ^ 

Q^ueation.  Yon  have  never  been  told  that  f 

Antwer.  No,  sir. 

Que8ti(m,  Was  it  charged  that  that  was  the  case  f 

Awiwer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Then  you  have  heard  that  it  was  said  f 

Amxmt,  I  have  heard  it ;  it  was  in  the  radical  papers,  bnt  I  was  never  told  by  any 
negro  or  person. 

Qviestion.  Has  it  not  been  uniformly  charged  by  rejAiblicans  that  this  effort  waa  made 
persistently  T 

Ansicer.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  the  charge  was  ever  made  in  the  Huntsville  Advocate. 
.  If  it  was,  I  do  not  remember  it. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  a  communication  Judge  Thurlow  made  to  his  carpet-bas 
friends  when  asked  by  them  who  shot  him—that  he  was  shot  by  his  own  frieuda.  Did 
you  hear  him  say  that  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  him. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  he  said  it  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  he  said  it.  I  simply  heard  that  he  said  it.  It  may  have 
come  out  in  the  testimony.  I  think  it  probably  did.  It  was  the  universally  accepted 
opinion,  as  far  as  I  know,  at  the  time,  that  he  was  accidentally  killed. 

Question,  Was  anybody  ever  punished  for  participating  in  that  riot  T 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  ^ou  hear  that  the  Ku-Klnx  were  coming  here  before  they  came  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  long  before  ? 

Answer,  It  was  rumored  that  afternoon ;  the  ne^oes  had  it  all  around. 

Question.  What  was  your  idea;  that  tbey  came  Irom  the  surrounding  country f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  did  not  believe  that  they  belonged  to  the  city  of  Huntsville  T 

Answer,  It  always  puzzled  me,  while  the  organization  existed,  to  account  for  where 
they  came  from,  or  who  they  were,  for  on  the  street-s  of  Huntsville  I  saw  the  young 
men  of  the  community ;  the  most  of  them  were  there  without  disguises. 

Question,  Then  your  theory  is  that  they  came  from  outside  of  the  city  t 

Anstcer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Were  the  usual  number  of  white  men  and  colored  men  on  the  streetQ  tluU 
night  f 

Answer.  There  was  a  large  crowd ;  I  reckon  there  was  five  or  six  hundred  of  all 
classes. 

Question.  What  proportion  of  them  were  white  men  t 

Ans^ver.  I  cannot  answer.  The  white  men,  when  the  firing  commenced,  came  fiom 
their  homes  about  town,  running  up  there. 

Question,  Were  there  very  few  white  men  out  when  the  firing  commenced  f 

Answer.  I  was  not  upon  the  square  when  the  firing  first  commenced. 

Question.  Were  yon  here  shortly  before  T 

Ansicer.  I  was,  early  in  the  night;  after  tea.  • 

Question.  Were  there  many  white  men  on  the  streets  then  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  just  the  ordinary  crowd.  I  think  there  was  a  pretty  good  number 
about  that  had  been  Ust'Cning  to  the  republican  speeches.  Thev  were  about  on  the 
square.  I  was  with  a  party  of  gentlemen,  in  what  was  called  the  old  club  here»  when 
the  first  gun  was  fired. 

Question.  Was  there  a  general  apprehension  that  there  wonld  be  a  row  that  night  f 

Ansvjer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  the  latter  part  of  the  afternoon. 

Question,  Were  the  white  men  armed  whom  you  saw  upon  the  streets? 

Answer.  Some  of  them  were. 

Question.  In  anticipation  of  trouble  t 

Ansid&.  Some  of  them,  I  understood,  came  on  the  streets  with  their  guns  from  their 
homes — some  few ;  I  do  not  know  to  what  extent. 

Question.  You  were  not  present  at  the  time  the  firing  took  place  t 

Answer,  I  was  not  armed  mysel£ 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 
4)^iestion,  Were  the  negroes  generally  armed  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  How  many  did  you  see  have  arms  T 

Answer,  I  saw  very  few  that  were  armed.    The  crowd  of  the  negroes  was  over  in  the 
court-house  yard  on  the  north  side  of  the^square.    I  wae  on'  the  east  side. 
Question.  How  many  did  you  see  who  were  armed  f  C^ r\r\cs\o 

Answer,  I  reckon  I  saw  a  dozen  with  guns  and  pistols,   digitized  by  VjUU^ie 
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^esUan,  Why  do  yoa  Bay  they  were  generally  anned  f 

Answer.  It  was  anderstood  that  they  were  armed. 

QuestUm,  From  whom,  and  by  whom  f 

Anstrer.  I  will  tell  you  how  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  were  generally  armed : 
from  the  fact  that  in  the  aftemooo,  about  sandown,  several  parties  of  them  at  least,  I 
know  armed  themselves  and  went  out  on  the  different  pikes  to  meet  the  Ku-Klux.  One 
of  the  parties  was  headed  by  a  negro  well  known  in  this  community,  named  Charley 
Hale,  who  was  my  client. 

Qwitiim.  You  have  told  ns  all  About  that. 

Answer.  They  were  all  armed. 

QuestUm.  How  many  f 

Answer.  Twenty-five  or  thirty*    I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  any  of  them  that 

QuesHan.  They  were  not  back  here  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  said  he  was  not,  and  that  was  his  defense.  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  was  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QuesUon.  The  others  miffht  have  come  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  they  all  may  have  come ;  but  that  was  his  defense  which  I  intended 
to  set  up  in  order  to  prove  an  olibL 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  So  far  as  your  knowledge  extends,  only  fourteen  or  fifteen  were  armed  among 
tiie  colored  men  f 

Answer*  I  believe  two-thirds  of  the  colored  men  in  this  meeting  that  night  were 
armed. 

QuestioH,  How  large  was  this  meeting  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  know,  but  I  heard  the  court-house  yard  was  crowded  with  thorn. 

QuesUon.  What  proof  have  you  that  two-thirds  were  armed  T 

Answer.  I  think  there  were  very  few  of  the  negroes  that  testified  before  our  commit- 
tee who  did  uot  testify  that  they  were  armed. 

Question.  How  many  testified  that  they  were  armed  t 

AMSwer.  I  think  some  sixty  or  seventy  witnesses  were  examined,  white  and  black.  I 
^ink  a  large  per  cent,  of  them,  perhaps  two- thirds,  were  negroes. 

Question.  Were  there  forty  or  fi5fty  negroes  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  admit  that  they  were  armed  f 

Answer.  I  think  most  of  them  did. 

Question.  What  proportion  of  them  admitted  that  they  were  armed  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  make  the  calculation,  but  I  can  give  my  opinion. 

Qwestion.  I  do  not  ask  for  your  opinion  except  with  the  grounds  of  your  opinion? 

Answer.  I  can  cive  the  grounds ;  I  examined  the  men.  1  did  not  suppose  ttrose  we 
examined  wore  the  only  ones  armed. 

Question.  JIow  do  you  know  the  others  were  armed  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  it.    I  suppose  so. 

QuesVuM.  It  is  a  supposition  merely  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  it  is  a  reasonable  conclusion  from  the  fact  that  it  is  wholly  improba- 
ble that  out  of  the  mass  of  witnesses  we  shonld  have  examined  the  only  ones  who  were 
anned.  We  did  not  make  any  attempt  in  that  way.  Some  of  them  had  pistols.  Some 
of  them  that  were  armed  testified  that  they  ran  at  the  first  fire. 

Question.  Did  you  examine  as  many  as  twenty-five  negroes  who  admitted  that  they 
were  armed  on  that  night  f 

Ausufer.  1  think  so,  at  least  that  number;  I  remember  one  instance. 

Question*  Now  tell  us  about  the  witnesses  who  were  examined  who  admitted  that 
they  were  armed,  or  did  you  ask  that  question  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  wo  asked  them  all.  Sojiue  of  them  were  armed.  This  examination 
was  by  request  of  the  military  authorities  here. 

Question.  How  many  of  the  witnesses  admitted  that  they  were  armed  f 

Answer.  1  believe  the  most  of  them  we  examined  admitted  that  they  were  armed,  and 
we  understood  that  they  were  armed. 

Question.  They  comprised,  I  understand,  about  one-third  of  the^venty  you  examined  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  the  general  habit  of  this  community  then  for  nearly  every 
one  to  bear  arms.  * 

Question.  Then  it  wonld  be  a  fair  presumption  that  aU  the  whites  in  the  crowd,  or 
the  great  proportion  of  them,  were  armed  T 

Answer.  Yea,  sir ;  they  were  generally  armed. 

Question.  What  would  call  the  whites  out  in  large  numbers  at  night  upon  the 
streets  if  they  were  not  members  of  that  party  which  was  holding  the  meeting  beret 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  was  the  habit,  and  still  is  to  some  extent,  of  the  democrats  tf 
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attend  the  repablican  meetings,  in  order  to  see  how  they  earry  things  on ;  toaee  who 
were  there  and  what  was  done. 

Question.  At  the  time  this  riot  occurred  was  the  meeting  still  going  on,  or  was  it 
over  t 

Atunoer,  It  was  still  going  on,  I  understand. 

Questian,  Why  should  not  the  whites  be  ap  here  attending  the  meeting,  inatead  of 
down  on  the  streets? 

Answer.  I  suppose  they  were,  h^t  when  the  Eu>Klux  came  in  everybody  left  the  oourt- 
house  and  went  down. 

Qu€8tioni  You  suppose  that  previous  to  that  the  whites  had  been  up  here  listening  to 
political  speeches  in  the  court-house  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  remember  that  on  the  day  when  Mf ,  Sheets  spcdos  a  laiga  nam- 
bor  of  whites  listened  to  him. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  threats  made  by  the  whites  during  the  day  or  after- 
noon T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  At  what  time  in  the  afternoon  did  you  understand  the  Eu-Klnx  were  oom- 
ing  in? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember,  sir.    I  heard  it  in  the  latter  part  of  the  aftemooiu 

Question.  Fix  the  hour  as  near  as  vou  can.     . 

Answer.  Say  3  or  4  o'clock,  probably. 

[At  1.40  p.  m.  the  committee  took  a  recess  of  one  hour.] 
By  theCHAiBMAN: 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  as  saying  that  the  white  population  oi  HontflPTili* 
apprehended  trouble  the  day  of  the  political  meeting  here,  or  wiriok  yoa  were  speak* 
ing  before  the  recess  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  remember  that  I  used  that  exact  expression.  I  said  I  had 
understood  that  it  was  rumored  upon  the  streets  that  the  Ku-Klux  would  be  in  that 
night. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  expression  of  apprehension  from  the  white  people  of 
the  place  that  there  would  be  trouble,  or  a  riot,  or  anything  of  the  sort  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did. 

Question.  When  you  heard  the  rumor  that  the  Ku-Klux  were  coming  had  jfml  no 
idea  for  what  purpose  they  were  coming  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not.  I  had  heard  that  if  they  eame  in  they  would  be  fired 
upon. 

Question.  When  you  heard  that  they  were  coming  in  did  you  then  appfehead  tbat 
there  would  then  be  trouble  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  thought  it  was  probable  there  might  be  a  row. 

Question.  Did  you  take  any  measures  to  prevent  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Why  did  you  not  T 

Answer.  Well,  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  I  had  no  means  of  preventing  it.  lliej^ 
had  aright  to  come  iu  if  they  wanted  to.  Their  organization  was  not  contrary  to  aay 
law.  State  or  Federal. 

Question.  Had  you  anjr  law  preventing  people  from  carrying  arms  publicly  t 
.    Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  the  right  to  carry  arms  is  a  constitutional  right. 

Question.  But  I  mean  where  the  arms  were  covered  up  by  their  disguises,  as  they 
were  by  the  Ku-Klux,  as  I  understand. 

Answer.  There  was  no  statute  in  this  State  relating  to  disguised  men. 

Question.  Was  there  any  statute  relative  to  carrying  concealed  weapons  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  prohibited  f 

Answer.  It  was  prohibited,  with  a  number  of  conditions  to  the  effect  that  any  per- 
sons in  traveling,  or  apprehending  personal  danger,  and  other  conditions  that  I  do  net 
remember,  were  allowed  to  carry  concealed  arms. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  you  believed  that  the  negroes  should  ha^o  the 
right  to  vote  f 

Answei\  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  say  that.    I  believed  that  it  was  inevitable. 

Q%^estion.  Do  you  believe  that  they  should  possess  that  franchise? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not,  to  answer  it  categorically. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  they  should  have  the  right  of  being  voted  for,  or  boldhig 
office? 

Answer.  No,  sir:  I  think  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  there  ought  to  be  some  qualiflea- 
tion.  I  know  them  to  be  so  uneducated  and  ignorant  that  I  think  some  sort  of  qnall- 
fication  should  be  required. 

Qttestion.  Now  that  it  is  conferred,  first  by  th^  reconstruction  acts  of  Congreas,  and 
subsequently  by  the  fifteenth  amendment,  do  you  think  they  should  have  the  li^t  te 
assemble  together  and  determine  their  political  action  ?  ^ 
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JAMwr.  Yes,  sir ;  I  hare  always  maintained  their  right  to  4o  it,  ever  slnee  tiie  recon- 
•triK^on  measures  of  Congress. 

QtietHon.  Do  yon  believe  that  they  should  have  the  right,  then,  of  selecting  for  office 
whom  they  please,  without  reference  whether  it  pleases  or  displeases  the  democratio 
party  t 

Jmwer.  Certainly.   ' 

QuiUon,  You  believe  in  their  being  allowed  to  vote  without  intimidation  f 

Amwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qaetii^n,  And  without  being  called  in  question  for  it  f 

Atuwer,  Certainly ;  I  believe  that  is  the  sentiment  of  the  great  majority  of  the  white 
people. 

QmftHon,  If  tbey  choose  a  bad  or  ignorant  man  for  office,  it  is  still  their  right,  under 
the  reconstruction  measures,  to  do  so.    I  understand  you  accept  that  as  their  right  f 

Aimeer.  I  do  not  think  thev  have  a  moral  right  to  do  wrong,  but  they  have  the  legal 
right  to  accept  the  greatest  thief,  and  the  most  ignorant  and  incompetent  man  in  uke 
community^  if  they  see  fit  to  do  it. 

Que8tl0H,  That  is,  where  they  have  the  political  power  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    They  have  that  power  in  several  counties  in  this  State ;  in  a  large 
Dumber  of  the  richest  counties  in  South  Alabama,  what  is  called  the  black  belt,  they 
have  an  overwhelming  majority ;  in  Montgomery,  and  in  Selma,  and  in  many  counti^ 
in  that  section  of  the  State,  they  have  the  political  power  of  numerical  majority. 
Que$H&n.  Are  you  in  favor  of  abiding  by  this  political  condition  of  things  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  that  it  was  inevitable,  and  that  it  is  irreversible. ,  I  think 
it  was  put  upon  us- by  the  people  of  the  North,'  without  our  consent ;  we  are  in  no  way 
NBpoasibk)  for  it,  and  it  would  be  a  greater  evil  to  agitate  the  removal  of  that  evil, 
thiu  to  subniit  to  it  and  make  the  most  of  it. 

QueatUm.  Do  you  think  it  a  badge  of  disgrace,  then,  that  a  man  should  be  voted  for 
hf  negroes,  and  elected  by  them  to  office  T 

Anewer.  I  think  the  mere  fact  of  his  being  voted  for  by  negroes,  and  elected  to  office 
by  negroes,  is  not  of  itself  a  badge  of  disgrace ;  but  I  think  that  the  representative  of 
(be  negroes  will  generally  represent  what  they  are. 

Quation.  What  do  you  mean  by  that  ^ 

Answer.  The  most  ignorant,  uneducated,  and  incompetent  portion  of  the  population ; 
I  think  they  would  naturally  seek  their  representative  men.  I  do  not  think  they  are 
36  competent  to  choose  their  rulers  as  white  people  are. 

-  Queeiion.  Have  you,  since  the  adoption  or  the  new  constitution  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, taken  the  oath  required  by  that  constitution  before  registering  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  yon  swore  that  you  would  support  and  maintain  the  Constitution  and 
Uw8  of  the  United  States  and  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  did 
yon  not  f 

Answer.  Yes,  mr. 

Quesiiom.  Yon  swore  that  you  would  never  countenance  or  aid  in  the  secession  of  this 
State  from  the  United  States ;  and  likewise  that  you  accepted  the  civil  and  political 
equality  of  all  men  f 

Answer.  I  did. 

Qnestitm^  And  you  likewise  agreed  in  that  oath  that  you  would  not  attempt  to  de- 
prive any  person  or  persons,  on  accouut  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition,  of  any' 
political  or  civil  right,  privilege,  or  immunity  eojoyed  by  any  other  class  of  men,  did 
you  not  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qnestiufn.  Did  you  not  Airther  swear  that  yon  would  not  in  any  way  injure,  or  conn- 
teoauce  others  in  attempting  to  injure,  any  person  or  persons  on  account  of  past  or 
l^resenl  support  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  the  laws  of  the  United 
^^tates,  or  the  principle  of  political  or  civil  equality  of  all  men,  or  for  affiliation  witl^ 
uy  poUtkfil  party  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QueeHon,  You  took  that  oaih  without  any  mental  reservation  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  took  that  oath,  and  have  faithfully  observed  it. 
,  Qnestion.  Did  I  understand  you  correctly  as  saying  that  you  had  assisted  in  organiz- 
ing two  ncffro  clubs  in  this  place  t 

•^Jwiwr.  Yes,  sir ;  in  this  county. 

Q^mlUm*  How  numerous  were  those  clubs  f 
^iwioer.  I  think  there  were  about  forty  members  at  Maysville,  and  about  seventy  at 
"iuuuk    The  former  was  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county ;  the  latter  in  the  south- 
^••teni, 

QnesUtm.  When  was  that  done  f 

£»«B«r.  Tbftt  was  in  the  last  gnbenultorial  eleetioD«  niniti7PH  hv  0,00o\e 

«Wi««i.  Inthey«arX870f  Dgtzedby V^UU^i^. 

Answer.  Yes,  air. 
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QtLe$Uon.  Do  these  clubs  still  exist  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  know.  I  only  saw  them  on  one  day,  and  orgauized  them  at  the 
meeting. 

(^iu:9tion.  Had  they  a  written  constitation  t 

Aiimcer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  they  had. 

QacsUoiu  What  were  the  leading  features  of  that  constitation  f 

Austoer.  I  think  it  was  just  a  very  vague  and  general  denunciation  of  democratic 
principles.  In  the  contest  the  democratic  State  convention  had  taken  what  is  known 
as  the  "  New  Departure/'  and  in  our  address  to  the  negroes  we  stated  to  them  we  be- 
lieved that  one  man,  politically^  was  as  good  as  another  under  the  law ;  that  wo  did 
not  intend  to  change  the  law ;  that  wo  had  no  power  to  do  it,  and  no  purpose  of  at- 
tempting it ;  that  we  proposed  to  inangurate  and  commence  an  economical  govern- 
ment of  our  own  people.  That  was  about  the  constitution  of  the  club  at  Maysville.  I 
do  not  remember  that  I  saw  the  constitution  at  Trianna.  I  received  in  that  election, 
myself,  for  the  legislature,  some  four  or  five  hundred  negro  votes. 

QueBtion,  Do  you  regard  it  as  a  political  grievance  that  the  negroes  should  be  allowed 
to  elect  men  of  their  own  principles  to  till  the  offices  in  this  county,  where  they  have 
the  numerical  mi^jority ;  do  you  regard  it  as  a  grievance  on  the  part  of  the  white  pop- 
ulation of  this  county  to  have  to  submit  to  that  result  t 

An9ver.  I  think  it  is  a  greater  or  less  evil  in  proportion  to  the  character  of  the  officer 
elected.  I  have  al  ways  thought  that  the  settlement  of  the  subject  of  negro  suffrage  wad 
a  very  delicate  and  difficult  one ;  that,  inasmuch  as  they  were  free,  uuder  the  principlea 
and  usages  of  the  democratic  party,  every  free  man  was  the  equal  of  every  other  xree 
man,  ana  it  would  be  very  difficult  for  the  democratic  party  to  meet  the  bare  question 
of  negro  suffrage.  It  never  has  been  the  distinct  question  of  negro  suffrage  vel  nom. 
It  has  never  been  presented  before  the  people  in  this  State  in  that  way,  and  a  great 
many  of  the  leading  men  in  this  State  have  entertained  the  opinion  that  the  negroes 
could  not  enjoy,  properly,  the  substance  of  personal  liberty  without  the  elective  fran- 
chise. 

Question,  Have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  how  many  -men  in  the  State  of  Alabama  are 
disqualified  by  the  foui-teenth  amendment,  who  have  not  been  relieved  of  their  politi- 
cal disabilities  by  Congress  T 

AMwer,  No,  sir;  I  have  not.  I  think  there  are  ten  or  fifteen  thousand.  That  class 
includes  the  ablest,  most  intelligent,  and  most  experienced  of  our  citizens,  those  who 
held  office  before  the  war. 

Question,  Has  not  Congress  generally  relieved  them  of  their  political  disabilities  when- 
ever they  have  made  application  T 

Answer,  1  do  not  know,  sir,  as  to  that. 

Qtiestian,  Are  they  opposed  to  applying  to  Congress  to  be  relieved  f 

Answer.  I  think  so,  sir.    I  never  would  make  any  such  application. 

Question.  What  is  the  ground  of  their  opposition? 

Ansicer,  Because  it  is  humiliating  to  ask  a  political  party,  which  has  put  an  imposi- 
tion upou  us,  which  we  regard  as  put  there  for  political  purposes,  to  remove  it. 

Question,  You  think,  then,  that  those  who  went  voluntarily  into  the  rebellion,  and 
Bouglit  to  dissolve  the  Union,  did  not  place  themselves  under  any  disability  t 

Ansto'er.  No,  sir;  I  do  not — not  of  that  character.  I  think  that  those  who  went  vol- 
untarily iuto  the  rebellion  might,  upon  the  northern  theory  of  the  Government^  have 
been -tried  and  punished  for  treason.  • 

Question,  Do  you  think  they  were  guilty  of  the  crime  of  treason  f 

Answer,  1  do  not. 

Question.  Did  they  levy  war  against  the  United  States  t 

Atiswer,  I  think  they  defended  their  own  country,  and  I  think  it  was  their  duty  to 
do  it. 

Question.  My  question  was  whether,  in  your  opinion,  they  levied  war  against  the 
United  States  f 

Answer.  Of  coarse  there  was  a  war  between  them.  I  think  the  United  States  in- 
vaded tho  Confederate  States. 

Question,  My  question,  Colonel,  is  whether  you  think  that  those  who  went  into  the 
rebellion  levied  war  against  the  United  States  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  they  did. 

Question.  Is  that  treason  or  not  f 

Answer.  It  is  not  treason  for  a  citizen  of  a  foreign  country  to  levy  war  against  the 
United  States. 

Question.  Were  those  who  went  into  the  rebellion  citizens  of  a  foreign  country  f 

Answer.  I  think  so.  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  been  raised  in  the  South,  In  the  school 
of  Calhouu,  and  Jefferson,  and  McDuffie.  We  have  beeu  taught  at  college,  by  men  of 
great  ability  and  learning,  to  believe  that  the  right  of  secession^was  one  of  the  funda- 
mental, cardinal  rights  of  our  Government ;  tlidt  in  that  regard,  it  was  superior  to  all 
other  governments,  inasmuch  as  it  presented  a  peaceable  remedy',  when  grievanoes  were 
insufferable ;  and  we  resorted  to  it.  ^ 
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QuesUan,  When,  in  yonr  estimation,  did  yon  cease  to  be  citizmis  of  the  United 
SUUeef 

Answer.  When  the  onlinance  of  secession  was  passed.  Mv  individaal  opinion  was 
that  there  was  no  canse  for  secession.  I  thought  so  then ;  I  tnink  so  now*  1  belonged 
to,  and  followed  very  hnmbly  in,  the  school  of  Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georgia. 

QufsUon,  Yon  went  into  the  rebellion  Tolnutarily  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question,  When,  in  your  opinion,  did  you  become  again  a  citizen  of  the  United 
SUtesI 

Answer,  That  is  a  question  I  never  have  been  able  to  settle.    I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Do  yon  think  you  are  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  f 

Answer.  I  hope  so.  I  have  been  ardently  trying  to  ^et  to  be  so.  I  left,  most  reluo- 
tautly,  the  old  Union.  I  had  a  great  deal  of  love  for  it,  and  pride  in  its  great  and  glo- 
rious history.  I  entertained  the  sentiments  of  Mr.  Webster,  and  I  entertained  the 
legal  views  of  Mr.  Stephens.    I  had  been  so  taught. 

Question,  What  tyraunical  law  had  Congress  passed  which  you  thought  Justified 
Alabama  in  seceding  from  the  Union  t 

Angicer,  None. 

Qttesiioji,  You  did  not  complain,  then,  of  any  act  of  Congress  to  your  prejudice  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  think  the  State  ought  to  seoiede.  I  did  not  think  there 
Tfos  any  just  cause  for  secession. 

Question,  You  think  secession  was  wrong  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  do. 

Question.  Then  why  did  you  join  the  movement  f 

Answer.  I  was  a  mere  boy. 

Question,  Why  did  you  follow  ? 

Ansuser.  I  thought  it  my  solemn,  imperative  duty  to  go  with  my  State,  right  or 
irrong. 

Question,  Did  you  think  yon  owed  your  first  allegiance  to  the  State? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  thought. the  $tate  sovereign. 

Answer.  Did  you  not  regard  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land  T  / 

Answer.  I  did  when  it  existed  in  authority  over  the  State  of  Alabama,  but  no  longer. 

Question,  After  the  vote  of  secession,  were  you  of  opinion,  that  the  Constitution  was 
no  longer  the  supreme  law  f 

Anewer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Rich: 

Question.  If  those  persons  who  went  into  the  rebellion  ceased  to  be  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  Cougi'ess  then  bad  a  right,  had  it  not,  to  impose  conditions  upon  their 
return,  and  upon  their  citizenship  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  was  the  theory  of  the  southern  party  ;  that  would  be  logical 
from  their  stand-point,  but  when  they  lost  their  cause,  we  thought  also  that  they  lost 
their  theory^nd  that  wo  were  to  go  back  under  the  theory  of  the  Government. 

Question.  Then  you  think  now  you  did  not  lose  your  citizenship  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  has  been  so  determined  by  the  issue  of  the  war,  but  I  thought  then 
I  had  lost  it. 

Question,  When  did  the  republican  party  first  orfi:anize  in  this  county  t 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  organized  some  time  in  1§66.  The  first  I  heard  of  it  was  a 
newspaper  report  of  a  meeting  at  Moulton,  Alabama.  I  saw  an  account  of  a  speech  of 
Colonel  Davis  there,  proposing  the  organization  of  an  unconditional  Union  party.  The 
papers  called  it  the  republican  party,  or  conservative  party,  and  the  Union  party,  and 
various  names.  The  style  of  that  convention,  I  believe,  in  its  resolutions,  was  the 
nnconditional  Union  party,  and  they  organized  an  executive  committee  and  called  a 
State  convention.  When  it  met  it  came  out  from  its  chrysalis  state  into  republi- 
canism. 

Question.  Was  that  in  1866  or  1867  ?  Was  it  after  or  before  the  reconstruction  acts  of 
Congress  t 

Answer.  I  am  confident  that  the  meeting  at  Moulton  was  before  the  reconstruction 
measures,  but  the  convention  at  Montgomery,  I  think,  may  have  been  afterward;  I  cIj 
not  know.  t 

Question,  Was  there  any  republican  organization  here  prior  to  the  reconstruction 
actsf 

Answer,  I  believe  there  was.  I  think  those  gentlemen  that  went  to  Moulton,  Colonel 
Davis  and  Mr.  Bradley  and  Mr.  Figures;  and  a  number  of  them  went  therefrom  Colonel 
Humphries,  that  were  citizens  of  this  place,  and  went  to  Moulton  and  organized  this 

Question,  Did  the  democrats  at  that  time  have  full  control  of  this  State  f 

^•Sf-  ^ J^Hl"^®  they  did.  D  i,,3,  ,  GoOQle 

^iuetHon.  Of  this  county  f  ^         ^  O 
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.  An$wer.  In  ^Making  of  the  democrats  I  ose,  without  dUtinotion,  the  terma  "white 
people  and  democrats.    There  was  no  negro  suffrage  or  office-holding. 

QuuHoH,  I  am  speaking  of  repnbliean  and  democrat. 

Anwoer,  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  repablican  party  or  democratic  party  by  name. 
I  do  not  remember  that  thwe  was. 

Question,  Were  those  mostly  qatives  that  engaged  in  this  first  morement  for  the 
organization  of  the  Union  party  f 

Antwtr,  I  think  so.  I  think  that  C<doDel  Callis  and  General  Borke  were  the  only 
northern  men  whom  I  remember  at  this  speaking. 

Quettian,  Prior  to  the  passage  of  the  reconstruction  acts,  was  there  any  attempt  on 
the  part  either  of  republicans  that  were  here,  natives^  or  those  from  the  Norch  to  ^et  in 
office? 

.  AMwer.  I  do  not  remember  that  any  recent  newcomer  fh>m  the  North  was  a  candidate 
for  offiee  before  the  reconstruction  acts  were  passed,  and  negro  suffrage  was  put  npon 
us. 

QumU^u.  What  time  did  Mr.  Rugr  oome  here  f 

Aiunoer,  I  do  not  remember,  sir.    I  have  only  known  him  for  a  year  or  two. 

QueaiUm,  When  did  most  of  those  you  style  carpet-baggers  come ;  before  or  after  the 
reconstruction  measures  passed  T 

Answer,  Some  of  them  before,  and  some  of  them  after.  Most  of  them — I  have  heard 
of  a  number  of  them—were  very  bitterly  opposed  to  negro  suffrage  until  the  recon- 
struction acts  were  passed.  I  have  heard  Senator  Sibley  and  Judge  Douglass — they 
were  partners  in  carpentry  of  some  sort — I  have  heard  it  rumored  that  they  broke  np 
their  partnership  on  that  question. 
'  Question,  Do  you  know  when  Mr.  Douglass  came  here  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QueeiUm,  You  do  not  know  whether  it  was  before  or  after  the  Feconstmction 
measures? 

Answer,  I  nevef  saw  him,  o^  Lakin,  or  Sibley,  or  Ronayne,  or  any  of  these  men  nntil 
they  were  candidates  for  office,  and  in  crowds  of  negroes  makins  stump-speeches. 

QtueHon,  You  do  not  knew  whether  they  came  here  before  Uiere  was  any  prospect 
for  ropublibans  to  eet  office  or  not  7 
.  Answer.  No,  sir,  1  do  not. 

Question,  If  they  came  prior  to  1867  thev  did  not  oome  with  a  yiew  or  prospect  of 
getting  office  as  republicans  in  this  State  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know.  I  suppose  not.  They  would  stand  a  very  poor  chance  of 
getting  office  from  the  white  people. 

Question,  If  Mr.  Douglass  came  here  in  1866  and  engaged  in  the  carpenter  boainess, 
was  he  a  carpet^'bagger  then  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

QuesUoH*  He  only  became  so  by  entering  upon  politics  in  1867— after  the  reconstruc- 
tion acts  were  passed  t 

Answer.  He  only  became  so  when  he  sought  to  array  the  negroes  against  the  white 
people  of  this  country ;  that  made  him  a  carpet-bagger. 

Question,  At  the  time  the  reconstruction  acts  wore  passed,  did  the  democratic  party 
offer,  in  an  v  way,  to  take  the  benetit  of  those  acts,  and  reorganize  the  State  government  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Then  there  was  nobody  left  to  carry  out  that  act  of  Congress,  except  what 
you  term  carpet-baggers  and  scalawags,  and  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  The  democratic  party  made  no  nominations  for  office.  Thov  made  the  isane 
upon  the  constitution  itself— upon  the  ple<lge  of  Congress  that,  if  that  constitution 
did  not  receive  a  m^ority  of  the  registered  votes,  it  would  not  be  placed  upon  us. 

Question.  But  there  had  been  a  vote  for  or  against  the  convention,  and  at  the  same 
time  electing  delegates  f 

An»wer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  anybody  to  take  that  first  step  toward  reconstruction  under 
these  acts,  except  these  three  classes  T 

Answer.  The  democratic  party  regarded  these  measures  as  revolutionary  and  uncon- 
stitutional. 

Qu/esHon,  But  was  there  any  class  left,  when  they  declined  to  act  in  the  matter,  except 
these  three  classes? 

Answer,  The  white  people  of  the  country  did  register  and  take  steps  to  defeat  the 
constitution,  legally  and  efficiently,  under  the  act  of  Congress.  These  steps  were  re- 
garded as  amply  sufficient  to  protect  the  State  against  t£ese  three  classes,  and  were 
amply  sufficient  if  Congress  had  kept  faith  with  the  people  of  the  State. 

Qwstion,  At  the  first  election,  in  voting  for  or  against  the  convention,  when  the 
democrats  declined  to  act,  was  there  any  cuiss  to  take  steps  in  segard  to  reconstruction, 
except  these  three  named  classes,  f  C^  r\r\r\\o 

Answer.  The  democratic  party  voted  against  the  convention,  y  vjOOQIC 

Question,  And  were  beaten  f 
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Answer*  Tee,  sir.  lliey  voted  against  tbe  cooyeutioD,  and  the  conyention  was  held. 
I  do  not  know  how  the  toing  was  managed.  I  know  that  the  great  mass  of  the  negroes 
yoted  for  tbe  convention,  and  a  large  namber  of  the  whites  were  disfranchised  and 
nnaUe  to  vote  at  all. 

Quettkm,  Bnt  there  is  no  controversy  bat  that  a.  minority  of  tbe  votes  were  cast  for 
tbe  convention  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  as  to  that.  , 

Qneetum.  The  convention  was  carried,  and  the  constitution  snbmitted  to  tbe  people, 
tod  then  the  democrats  declined  to  vote  at  all,  either  for  or  against  that  constitntiont 

Answer,  Ihej  abstained  from  tbe  polls  as  one  of  the  means  which  they  regarded 
under  the  act  of  Congress  as  the  best  means  to  defeat  the  constitution.  They  regis^ 
tered  because,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  it  had  to  be  a  majority  of  the  registered  voters. 
They  came  forward  then  and  registered,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  and  took  every 
step  that  they  thought  was  necessary,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  to  protect  themselves 
from  that  coustitntion.  Now.  a  great  many  people  of  the  State  held  this  view  in  refer- 
ence to  the  condition :  That  if  the  convention  met  theife  while  the  gpreat  mass  of  tbe 
best  men  in  the  State  were  proscribed  from  holding  office  and  ineligible,  yet,  if  these 
parties  went  there  and  made  a  good  constitution,  we  might  accept  it  or  reject  it.  They 
made  a  constitution  which  took  the  premium  for  infomy  over  any  constitutional  affair 
in  the  world. 

Qnesthn,  What  x>eculiarly  iuDEunous  features  a^  objected  tof 

Answer,  One  feature  is  this:  Where  the  Confess  of  the  United  States  sawfit  to  pro- 
scribe from  office  a  certain  class  of  the  best  citizens— a  large  class.  This  convention 
went  further  and  proscribed  them  from  voting. 

Question.  With  the  power  in  the  legislature  to  relieve  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  and  it  did  subsequently  relieve  them,  but  that  was  the  constitution 
submitted ;  we  were  to  vote  upon  it,  and  these  men  were  prohibited  from  voting. 

QnesHon,  What  other  objectionable  feature  was  there  f 

Answer,  They  lixed  up  a  school  system  that  is  exceedingly  expensive  and  extrava* 
not:  a  school  system  that  would  be  extravagant  for  the  wealthy  States  of  Ohio  or 
Few  York,  and  they  imposed  that  upon  us.  In  addition,  they  put  in  the  constitution 
a  test-oath,  which  you  have  read  here.  Americans  have  always  looked  with  dislike 
upon  test-oaths.  We  regarded  them,  as  did  our  En^ish  ancestors,  as  framed  by  one 
fsetion  in  the  State  to  control  the  other  faction.  This  oath  was  palpably  of  that 
eharacter,  and  made  us  who  did  not  believe  in  the  political  and  civil  equality  of  all 
tien,  come  up  and  swear  that  we  accepted  it. 

QussHon,  Did  you  regard  the  Union  League  as  a  political  organization  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  * 

Question,  I  believe  yon  stated,  in  your  examination,  that  you  did  not  regard  the 
KnKlux  organization  as  political  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.    I  will  give  you  one  reason,  conclusive  to  me,  why  the  Loyal  League  - 
vas  a  political  organization.    I  have  heard  prominent  republicans  say»  *'  This  man  is 
seeking  the  League  nomination,  and  we  will  not  have  anything  to  do  with  the  League.'' 
That  Leacue  was  a  kind  of  ring  in  the  republican  party. 

QuesHon,  If  the  Loyal  League  was  political,  and  the  Ku-Klux  was  not,  how  do  you 
cotne  to  the  conclusion  that  tbe  Ku-Klux  was  intended  as  an  antidote  to  the  Union 
League? 

Answer,  Just  that  far  it  may  have  had,  as  I  explained  before^  a  political  effect  in 
checking  the  operations  of  the  League ;  but  it  was  not  the  political  character  of  the 
League  that  was  to  be  checked.  It  was  the  teachings  in  the  League,  where  we  sup- 
posed negroes  were  taught  hostility  and  animosity  to  the  white  people,  which  they 
exhibited  in  bringing  their  arms  to  public  meetings^  and  in  going  about  the  country 
stealing  and  plundering,  and  firing  off  guns,  and  indicating  that  tiiey  regarded  them- 
selves as  licensed  to  do  pretty  much  as  they  pleased. 

Question,  What  has  been  the  character  of  the  colored  people  here  since  their  freedom— 
since  the  war  f 

Answer,  1  think  tbe  great  majority  of  them  have  acted  very  well — ^very  welL 

Question,  As  a  class,  nave  they  not  acted  wellf 

Answer,  I  think  so ;  I  think  the  negro  population  of  this  section^of  the  State  is  far 
Miperior  to  the  negro  population  in  the  other  sections. 

Question,  Has  it  not  always  been  reasonably  respectfbl  to  the  wh|te  population  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so.  There  were  times  when  the  ne^oes  were  not  so.  They 
^wre  not  so  at  the  meeting  I  spoke  of,  on  the  night  of  the  presidential  election^  to  Gov- 
«mor  Brown  nor  to  General  Gordon;  they  were  disrespectfbl  by  making  interruptions 
and  radeness. 

Question,  Was  this  disrespect  shown  to  those  ffentlemen  because  they  were  white,  or 
«iu  they  show  tbe  same  disrespect  to  the  two  colored  men  who  came  with  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  to  aU  democrats. 

Question,  It  was  not  a  disrespect  to  the  white  race,  but  a  political  disrespect  on 
•wount  of  politics  which  they  were  showing  to  the  other  party? 
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Answer,  The  whole  of  the  whit^  population  were  deroooratio,  and  they  ohaiged  npon 
these  two  old  negroes  that  they  had  turned  rebel*  and  betrayed  their  race,  and  gone 
over  to  the  demooratic  party. 

Qu^Hon,  What  conrse  do  you  think  oaght  to  have  been  pnrsned  by  the  colored  me% 
and  such  as  were  disposed  to  act  with  them,  when  the  opportunity  for  reoriganuunff  «ras 
given  at  the  time  the  reconstruction  acts  were  passed ;  should  they  have  lain  stiU  aod 
waited  for  the  democrats  to  reorganize  the  State,  or  had  they  a  right  to  act  as  best  they 
oonld  under  the  oircnmstancesf 

Answar.  I  think  if  they  had  been  wise  and  prudent  they  would  have  remiuned  undar 
a  decent,  honest,  and  respectable  government  where  they  were,  and  not  sought  to 
organize  one  that  had  none  of  the  elements  of  honesty  and  respectability. 

Question,  The  colored  people  under  the  government  then  possessed  no  right  to  vote  f 

Anstoer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Under  the  government  that  was  presented  to  them  that  right  was  giTen  to 
themf 

Answer,  I  think  if  they  had  been  wise  they  would  not  have  wanted  it. 

Question,  Would  not  have  accepted  it  f 

Answer,  No.  sir.  I  think  they  are  not  wise,  but  they  are  human  beings,  and  were  bd 
off  with  the  idea  that  the  right  of  voting  was  a  grand  thing ;  the  forty-milliontin  part 
of  the  right  to  govern  this  country  was  a  grand  thing,  and  they  left  work  and  beoaine 
the  enthusiastic  agents  of  these  politicians. 

Question."  Have  you  any  evidence  before  yon  that  with  fair,  reasonable  ditcnssien)  if 
both  sides  talked  to  the  colored  population,  they  would  not  vote  intelligently  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  the  mass  of  them  are  capable  of  understanding  any  politieal 
question. 

Question,  Yon  say  yon  got  some  five  hundred  votes  in  this  county  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  that  an  evidence  that  they  did  not  know  how  to  vote,  or  an  evideiioe 
that  you  could  reach  their  minds  by  persuasion  or  argument  such  as  you  presented  f 

Answer.  I  think  the  strongest  argument  "we  presented  to  them  was  in  the  shape  of 
barbecues,  which  were  libersuly  supplied.  I  do  not  think  they  understood  any  politieal 
question  that  was  discussed,  or  if  at  all,  they  understood  it  vaguely  and  indisiinotfy. 

Question,  They  did  not  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  then,  because  they  believed  in  it  f 

Answer,  No,  not  particularly ;  nor  did  they  vote  the  republican  ticket  either  for  that 
reason ;  they  were  afraid  the  democratic  party  would  put  them  back  into  slavery.  Aa 
old  ne^t>,  a  prominent  man  in  the  club  down  here,  told  me,  "  I  intend  to  vote  for  you  ; 
I  liked  your  speech :  but  if  you  put  me  back  into  Uavei^,  I  never  will  forgive  yon.'' 

Question,  He  would  trust  you  once  T 

Answer.  He  trusted  me  onoe. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  1  understood  you  to  say  that  the  spirit  of  law  and  peace  is  oonsideraUy 
stronger  now  than  it  had  been  in  previous  years  in  this  State  f 

Answer,  1  thiuk  so. 

Question,  From  all  you  know  Of  the  State,  do  you  think  public  sentiment  in  Alaboom 
at  present  is  strong  enough  in  favor  of  the  enforcement  of  law  to  protect  life  and  prop- 
erty here  f 

Answer,  I  think  so,  sir. 

Question.  Without  the  aid  of  troops,  or  their  presence  or  assistance  t 

Answer.  I  think  that  is  the  public  seutiment  here  with  all  parties ;  it  is  certainly  tiie 
public  sentiment  of  some  of  the  leading  republicans  and  of  the  military  autboriUes, 
and  pretty  generally  of  the  democrats.  I  think  the  bitterness  and  rancor  of  party  feel- 
inff  has  subsided  in  a  great  degree  in  this  section  of  the  State. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  Governor  Lindsi^  has  been  asked  to  call  upon  the 
troops  for  assistance  since  he  has  been  in  power  f 

Answer,  No,  sir:  I  do  not.    I  never  heard  of  it. 

(Question.  I  would  like  to  understand  you  upon  one  point  of  your  testimony,  and  see 
if  it  corresponds  with  that  of  some  other.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  Ku-Klox 
organization  has  g#ne  out  of  existence? 

Ansu>er,  I  think  so. 

Question.  That  originally  it  was  designed  to  assist  in  preserving  peace  and  order  t 

Answer,  Tliat  was  the  excuse  they  gave  for  it. 

Questimi,  And  that  these  men  who  have  committed  outrages  and  crimes  in  di^goiM 
for  the  last  two  years  really  do  not  now  belong  to  that  organization  f 

Answer.  1  think  not. 

Question.  That  they  are  acting  independently  T 

Answer,  I  have  not  heard  of  any  disgnised  men  in  this  county  for  a  year  or  more. 

Question,  During  what  period  of  time  do  you  thiuk  it  was  necessary  to  call  upon  this 
organization  for  the  protection  of  life  and  property  hero  f 

Answer.  I  have  said  repeatedly  that  I  never  saw  the  necessity  for  the  organisation  d 

e  Ku'Klux  Klan  at  any  time  or  for  any  purpose. 
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Too  think  they  ensied  firom  about  the  ftat  part  of  1868  cmtil  the  middle  of 
tiiejetft 

Jumco*.  That  was  the  fint  that  I  heard  of  their  appeaiiDg  in  thia  eonnty,  in  the 
flpn^of  186B. 

QmUmt,  Was  there  aoT  neoetsi^  at  that  time  to  call  to  the  aid  of  the  civil  anthori* 
Urn  soy  orgauization  of  that  kind  f 

Auwer.  1  think  net. 

Qumtknu  Who,  at  the  time  the  Kn-Elnx  organization  existed  in  this  State,  composed 
thisopteme  conrt  of  the  State  t 

Annfor*  I  think  Judge  Walker  was  chief  Justice  and  Jndge  Thomas  was  a  Jnstioe. 

QfUitifm.  Judge  Bird,  of  Sefanaf 

Awmoer.  Tes,  sir ;  Jndse  Bird  was  the  other. 

Qttet^oiu  The  J  formed  the  supreme  court  during  the  warf 

Aumar,  Yes,  sir. 

Qutikm,  And  after  the  war  until  the  government  of  the  State  was  back  in  the  Union  t  ^ 

AMwer.  Yes,  sir ;,  until  the  reconstruction  acts  were  passed. 

Quatiom,  The  circnit  Judges.of  the  State  wete  the  same  as  those  that  held  office  dnr« 
iof  the  war  f 

Ammtr,  No,  sir;  they  had  all  been  ohanged  since  the  war.  Every  officer  in  the  State 
hid  been  elected  since  the  war. 

Qtte$iUm.  At  what  timef 

Amm&r.  In  1865.  The  old  officers  that  were  in  office  during  the  war  had  been  turned 
rat  by  Mr.  Johnson's  reconstruction.  Qovemor  Parsons  was  put  in  as  provisional  gov- 
enwr.    His  officers  went  out,  and  the  people  elected  Govemer  Fatten  and  his  officers. 

QiUBtion,  Did  they  elect  judges? 

Angwar,  I  think  the  legislature  did. 

Qu9tUm,  Were  any  ot  the  circuit  judges  appointed  by  Gk)vemor  Parsons  when  h« 
WMiLd  control  t  ' 

Aamer.  I  think  not ;  I  think  they  were  all  elected.    That  is  my  impression. 

QmtU^  All  elected  in  1865? 

J«mr.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  elected  solieitor  in  1865, 

9a0i<fam.  But  by  the  legislature  f 

Auwtr*  Yes,  sir ;  by  the  legislature. 

(^aaHon.  Bo  that  all  the  Judges  of  the  State  yon  regarded  at  that  time  as  competent 

Aiuwer,  Yes,  sir. 

QnetHoiL  GtovemorPatton  was  your  governor  t 
Antwer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qtuttitm.  The  whole  administration  of  the  government,  then,  was  in  the  oonsetrative 
or  democratic  piurtyt 
Antwer.  Yes,  sir. 
QmHioii.  At  this  identical  time,  when  the  Kn-Klnx  organization  began  to  exist  in  the 

Auwer,  It  was  formed  about  that  time,  in  view  of  the  reconstruction  measures  that 
Mpaased.  ^ 

QmH»m.  But  they  did  not  pass  until  March  2, 1867  f 

AMtwer.  They  passed  long  before  the  Eu-Klux  Klan  was  organized.  The  Elan  was 
organized  in  1868. 

Quttion.  You  spoke,  in  your  direct  examination,  of  the  antagonism  of  the  races.  Do 
70a  rttOly  think  there  is  any  antagonism  of  race  existing  here  now  f 

itt«i0er.  I  think  it  does  exist  and  always  will  exist,  more  or  less,  among  the  poorer 
white  class  of  the  community  and  the  negroes.  I  thmk  among  the  more  cultivated 
aod  wealthy  classes  of  the  whites  it  does  not  exist.  The  poorer  classes  of  the  whites 
apprehend  that  the  negro  will  be  put  upon  terms  of  social  equality  with  them  in  the 
poblic  schools,  in  churches,  and  in  public  conveyances. 

<iiu9tum.  In  regard  to  the  features  of  the  constitution  of  which  you  complain ;  do  I 
luid^ntand  you  to  say  that  the  dejipree  of  disfimnchisement  in  the  constitution  was 
grea^  than  the  degree  of  disfranchisement  imposed  by  the  reconstruction  acts  of  Con-* 
gnist 

iawvr.  Greatly.  I  stated  that  the  constitution  went  beyond  the  act  of  Congress, 
^btte  Congress  had  simply  proscribed  from  office,  they  proscribed  both  from  office  and 
uom  BafEn^. 

^mpMm.  JD4d  not  the  reeonstruotion  acts  of  Congress  disfranchise  from  voting  f 

Aaiw&r,  I  think  they  did  in  the  question  upon  the  election  of  the  convention.    I 
in  not  certain  of  that,  but  tHe  fourteenth  amendment  did  not. 
.  QmHaiL  We  are  not  talking  of  the  amendments.    The  degree  of  disfranchisement 
^  the  State  constitution  was  the  same  atf  the  degree  embodied  in  the  reconstruction 

Aiwwr.  ifhink  not.    That  is  not  my  understanding.  digitized  by  GOO^  Ic 

<NN(ia>  The  same  daose,  I  think,  was  transferred  to  the  coii8titutio9,  taken  exactly 
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from  the  reconstraotioti  Acts.  In  the  first  eleetion  i^e  h«d  mder  the  Teoonstraction  s($t8 
in  this  State  for  conventioD,  did  the  democratic  party  or  cobservative  party  elect  or 
mominate  any  caodf dates  lor  the  conyention  which  frtHned  the  oonstitotion  t 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  There  wae  bat  one  democrat  or  eons^rradve  in  the  oonrention,  was  there  f 

Anmcer.  1  do  not  remember  any. 

Question.  They  had  the  opportunity  of  electing  candidates,  did  they  not  T 

Answer.  The  white  people  of  this  State  resarded  the  gsrsmment  at  the  time  as  a 
legal  government,  and  as  back  in  the  Union,  and  Congress  as  goiag  oatside  of  its  aathor- 
ity  in  passing  these  laws. 

Question.  &  they  abstained  from  all  partioipatioa  in  frwniiig  the  new  oonstHutiOft  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  democratic  mt^oritv  in  this  coonty  in  the  election  of  1866  f 

Anstver.  About  three  hundred,  I  believe.    I  do  not  remember  exactly. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  how  mneh  it  was  in  the  last  election  i 

Answer.  It  was  nine  hundred  and  seventy  odd. 

Question,  In  a  democratic  county  like  this,  how  does  it  happen  that  republieaos^  of 
whom  you  complain,  hold  seats  in  the  legislature  T 

Answer.  I  hare  answered  that  question  repeatedly.  Beoanse  t^e  democratic  x>arty  of 
the  State  concluded  to  accept  the  terms  of  Congress,  and  while  they  went  forward  and 
registered  they  abstained  from  voting,  so  that  a  minority  of  the  registered  voters  of 
Ihe  State  not  voting  the  constitution  would  be  lost. 

Question.  Then  you  might  have  prevented  these  men  from  taking  seatS)  if  yon  had 
chosen  f 

Answer.  We  had  no  x>ower  to  resist  Congress.  They  had  the  power  to  do  anything 
whatever  that  they  saw  fit  to  do,  and  they  exercised  it.  If  we  had  had  thb  po^er 
we  woakl  have  resistad. 

Qfiestton.  You  might  have  elected  your  candidate  in  this  county  f 

Answer^  We  thou[{;ht  the  best  plan  of  defeating  the  constitution  was  to  stay  away,  and 
that  plan  was  legalized  by  the  act  of  Congress  itself.  We  had  not  the  slightest  idea, 
although  we  had  bad  such  bitter  experience^  that  Congress  wonld  dare,  in  the  fiu»  of 
the  nation,  to  go  back  upon  that  act  We  had  the  same  idea  about  it  then  thirt  Mr. 
Thad.  Stevens  had  afterward,  that  it  was  simply  infiunous  to  pat  that  constitatMn 
upon  us  under  the  ciictm»taaceA.    He  was  bitterly  opposed  to  it.         . 

Question.  I  wish  to  ask  a  few  questions  in  regard  to  the  riot  that  occurred  here ;  did 
you  ever  hear  that  Mr.  Charles  Hale,  of  whom  you  spoke,  was  a  deputy  sheriff  or  dap- 
nty  marshal  here  f 

Anstoer.  No,  sir. 

Questhn.  Did  yon  ever  heat  that  upon  that  day  tjhe  nfton  whom  he  had  with  him  c^d 
who  had  arms  were  under  his  direction  and  authority,  as  deputy  dieriff  or  mswhal  of 
this  place  f 

Answer,  I  know  td  the  coutrary. 

Question.  Had  he  ever  acted  in  that  capacity  here  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Who  had  charge  of  \he  other  men  you  saw  under  arms  f 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  them  under  arms.  I  did  not  see  eHher  of  these  pl^rtiea  under 
ttms,  but  I  heard  from  members  of  both  parties  that  they  went  out  respectively  to  the 
western  and  northern  pikes  to  anticipate  the  Kn-Klux  coming  into  town. 

Qusttkm.  Did  yon  suspect  Mr.  William  W.  Cox  of  beioff  a  Kn-KlUx  f 

Answer.  I  thought  afterward  in  the  examination  that  uiere  was  evidence  tending  to 
show  that  he  was  one.  He  was  either  one  of  them  or  in  sympathy  with  them.  Ho 
was  indicted. 

QuesOan.  Do  yon  know  whether  any  of  tiiote  with  him  or  about  him  were  naoBibere 
of  the  organisation  or  sympathijsed  with  him  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  see  him  that  night 

QuesUoH.  Do  yen  think  any  of  the  white  men  about  the  streets  and  around  the  oawrt- 
house  fence,  who  were  upon  the  ground  who  were  undisgnised,  were  members  of  the 
organization  f 

Ansufer.  No ;  I  have  no  more  reason  for  believing  that  they  were  members  of  it  than 
they  had  for  believing  tiiat  I  was  a  member  of  it. 

Questism.  About  what  time  did  you  have  that  oenversation  with  General  Foireit  in 
re^uxl  to  this  organization  t 

Ansioer.  I  thinx  it  was  in  the  sprins  of  1868.  I  am  not  certain.  I  remember  ho  'Wma 
ki  my  office  lor  the  purpose  of  inquinng  of  me  in  reference  to  what  were  the  statwtao 
of  our  State  as  to  insurance  companies.  He  was  xepresf&iting  one,  and  after  that  «ob« 
vatsation  he  commenced  talkinj^  about  ^is  Kn-Klnx  business  up  in  Tennessee. 

Question.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  other  Way  for  the  two  raoes^  being  nearly  eqaally 
divided  in  this  State,  to  live  peaceably  together,  except  upon  the  basis  of  cftvtl  Mftd 
political  equality  in  the  eyes  of  the  law  I 

T.  well,  sir,  Lthlnk  the  negro  race  is  a  submissive  race.    I  think  it  is  a  gitet 
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eWi  to  bave  so  larjge  a  pc^olatioa  in  tb«  qaaci  eooditioD  of  tUmrw  or  in  a  kiod  of 
peoBage;  but  I  think  ^e  negroes  woakl  be  more  likely  to  submit  to  it  than  the 
whites,  and,  I  t^ink,  as  long  aa  white  and  blaok  people  live  together  in  the  same  eodn- 
tiy,  the  one  will  be  the  dominant  race  over  the  other,  and  I  prefer  that  that  should  be 
Bjraoek 

QvesOon.  Then  ^ou  do  think  that  you  could  live  peaceably  togeth(»  if  the  nagioes  oon- 
stitnted  a  non*voting  portion  of  tbe  popnlatioa  f 

Antmetk  Yes,  sir,  I  thiDk  so^ 

fiy  the  Chairmak  : 

Qumtion.  Do  you  remember  the  Huntsyille  Bctnocrat  containing  an  article  published, 
I  think,  in  the  year  1868,  advising  the  people  to  ostracize  all  individuals  who  voted  tiie 
republican  ticket  f 

An$wer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not  rsmember  it 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  anv  article  of  similar  import  T 

Answer.  Tes,  sir,  I  have  heard  that  diarged  upon  the  editor  of  the  Democrat. 

Qwe8ti0n»  Was  it  denied? 

Jnswer.  I  do  not  think  it  was  directly  denied.    <^   . 

Q^esUon.  Are  they  not  practically  ostracizod  f 

Awmner.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  think  so.  I  think,  for  instance,  that  Ookmel-Bradley,  and 
Mr.  Figures,  and  Judge  Haounond,  and  Colonel  Davis,  and  others  are  ingoodsociid 
standing  in  the  community. 

Questkm,  The;^  are  not,  all  of  them,  natives,  are  they  f 

Answer.  I  believe  so. 

Qii«ifi<m.  Did  you  mention  Mr.  Da^f  » 

AM$»er.  No,  sir,  Davis.  I  do  not  uiink  they  have  as  manv  political  friends  by  about 
a  thousand  in  the  county,  and  I  do  not  think  their  political  relations  are  as  agreeable 
as  they  would  be  if  they  were  democrats. 

Qu^ofn.  Do  they  come  under  your  classification  of  scalawags  f 

Amswer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qu^M^n.  Then  all  scalawag  .are  not  ostracized  socially  f 

AnsMter.  No,  sir.  I  would  like  to  say  that  those  gentlem^i,  when  called  scalawags^ 
some  of  them,  repudiate  it,  and  some  of  them  admit  it.  Some  of  them  say  they  are 
not  scalawags,  but  there  is  a  lower  class  in  the  republican  party  that  are  scalawags*— 
'^negro-i^ils,''  [philantrophists.] 

,  iiustiim.  What  wai  the  entire  vote  eaat  by  both  parties  at  the  last  general  election 
in  the  State  of  Alabama  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  remeqiber* 

iiuesUon.  Was  it  less  than  two  hundred  thousand  f 

Aasswer.  I  think  it  was. 

(^ettiati.  Was  it  more  than  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir, 

(inesiioiu  Can  vou  give  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  vote  f 

Answer.  I  think  there  were  about  one  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  votea  east. 

Qiie9(tofi.  What  was  the  democratic  majority  f 

Jmswer.  About  three  thousand,  I  believe^  was  the  offiinal  oount. 

QiMsfum.  Is  this  one  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  supposed  to  be  about  theamounit 
of  r^stered  votes  of  the  State  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  is  t^  full  registered  vote.  I  think  it  is  very  fax  short  of  the 
&II  vote  of  the  State. 

QtumUm.  What  IB  the  registered  vote  of  the  State? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  nearly  two  hundred  thousand. 

i^usUoH.  What  propHortion  of  that  is  colored? 

Answer.  It  is  impossible  to  tell ;  that  is,  I  have  no  means  of  kaowin|^  what  is  the  reg- 
iiteied  vote  of  the  State,  because  ait  every  election  in  this  county,  since  tills  constitu- 
tion has  been  put  upon  us,  great  crowds  of  negroes  come  up  here  and  register,  aii4 
•one  that  registered  before  register  again.    They  register  r^M^btedly. 

Qwstian.  Your  entire  population  at  the  last  census  was  less  than  a  miUiany  was  it 

Answer.  It  lacked  ex^tly  eight  persons,  I  believe,  of  being  a  million. 
QnesHoH.  If  vour  entire  population,  then,  is  less  than  a  miuion,  would  yan  nat  think 
two  hundred  thousand  a  large  estimate  for  your  re|^steredTOte  ? 
Anmoer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  a  big  estimate. 
QuestUm.  Now,  what  proportion  of  tiio  registered  vote  is  eelored,  and  what  proportion 

Answer.  I  tiiink  there  are  coie  hmidied  Mid  fifteen  or  cme  hundred  and  twenty  thoik 
8Md  white  votes  in  the  State. 

<MsitMw  And  yon  suppose  that  thirty  thousand  of  this  number  are  disqualified  un- 
der the  fourteenth  amendment  from  holding  office ?  Dgtzed ' 

^  Yesi  sir ;  I  have  no  means  of  knowing,  but  I  Just  calculate  fron  this  aovnty. 
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QueitUm,  What  number  in  this  county  are  disqaalified  f 

Jnswer,    Well,  I  ahoold  sa^  there  were  at  least  five  hundred. 

Question.  How  man^  counties  have  you  in  this  State? 

Answer.  There  are  sixty  odd. 

Question,  Do  yon  suppose  this  would  be  an  average  of  the  numb^  of  penoos  dis- 
qualified throughout  the  State  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  havo-thought  about  that ;  this  is  a  large  county:  this  is  more  than 
an  average  county ;  but  it  was  our  custom,  when  we  got  a  good  officer  in  this  county 
to  keep  him  for  years  and  years,  and  so,  there  were  not  so  many  office-holders ;  but 
everybody  who  held  any  position,  however  humble,  before  the  war,  and  participated 
in  the  rebellion  in  any  way,  is  proscribed. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Is  Mr.  Sheets,  of  whom  you  spoke,  the  same  person  who  was  elected  on  the 
Grant  ticket  in  1868? 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  whether  he  was  an  elector  or  not,  but  he  is  the  consul  to 
Elsinore,  in  Denmark,  now.    His  name  is  C.  C.  Sheets. 

Question,  He  was  the  one  visited  \)y  the  Ku-Kiux  f 

Ansu>er.  Tes,  sir;  so  I  heard  him  say.  He  said  they  treated  him  very  politely,  but 
lectured  him  very  severely. 


HUNTSVILLE,  At.ABAMA,  Octobor  13,  1871. 

HENBY  PETERS  TUBNEB  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman,  As  this  witness  is  caUed  by  the  minority,  I  will  ask  Genend  Blair 
to  examine  him. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  State  where  yon  live,  Mr.  Turner. 

Answer,  I  live  about  thirteen  miles  north  of  this,  sir. 

Question,  Near  what  place? 

Answer.  Near  Meridianville. 

Question,  What  business  do  you  follow  ? 

Answer,  Farming? 

Question,  Do  you  know  a  couple  of  negro  men  by  the  name  of  Aleck  Marohbanks  and 
Henry  Kidd? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir :  they  lived  with  me  one  year  on  my  place. 

Question,  When? 

Answer.  It  was  in  1869,  sir. 

Question.  Those  two  men  have  been  before  the  committee,  and  have  stated  in  their 
testimony  here,  that  they  lived  on  your  place  at  about  that  time,  and  that  they  -were 
Ku-Kluxed.  Aleck  Marchbanks  testified  that  he  was  taken  out  of  his  cabin  and  hong 
up  by  the  neck  in  the  night  by  the  Eu-Klux.  The  other  man  testified  that  he  was  run 
off  on  the  same  night. 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  it  is  not  so,  as  I  know  of,  at  all.  I  nevecjmew  the  Kn-EliiK  there 
but  once,  and  then  they  didn't  stop. 

Question,  Did  not  stop  at  the  house  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  just  passed  by.  The  lane  runs  by  the  house,  and  they  passed 
on.    Nothing  of  the  sort  ever  happened  there. 

Question,  They  testified  that  they  were  compelled  to  leave  that  part  of  the  oonnty  by 
reason  of  the  Ku-Klux.  . 

Answer,  It  is  not  so. 

Question,  Did  they  ever  communicate  any  thing  of  the  kind  to  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  it  at  all,  sir.  I  was  there  all  the  time,  piretty  mach, 
on  the  place. 

Question,  How  close  was  your  house  to  the  one  which  they  occupied? 

Answer,  1  suppose  about  thirty  or  forty  yards. 

Question,  Could  such  a  thing  have  taken  place  as  for  a  band  of  armed  men  in  the 
night  to  come  to  your  place,  so  close  to  where  you  were  living  ?  I  think  one  of  them 
testified  it  was  about  10  o'clock  at  night. 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  would  have  known  it.  The  people  woald  have  let  me  know  it  if 
it  had  happened. 

Question.  What  is  the  character  of  these  men  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  don't  think  there  is  much  confidence  in  them.  They  didn't  live 
with  me  but  one  year.  They  left  after  Christinas  the  following  year,  1870— -just  before 
or  about  Christmas.  ' 

Question,  After  the  time  for  which  they  had  contracted  to  live^^n^^you  bad  ex- 
pired? ,  tized  by  VjOOQ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Qneaiion.  Did  joa  ever  see  this  man  Aleck  Marchbanks  exhibit  what  he  declared  to 
DO  the  scars  left  there  by  the  limbs  of  a  peach-tree  ou  which  he  was  suspended  f  Did 
joo  ever  see  any  such  luiarks  upon  his  neck  f 

Anmer,  No,  sir. 

QvesiioM.  If  there  had  been  such  marks  on  his  neck,  in  fact,  remaining  so  as  to  show 
at  the  present  time,  wonld  you  not  have  discovered  it  f 

Amwer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  him  every  day.  I  wonld  have  known  it,  of  course,  from  his 
being  there  on  the  place.  They  would  have  told  me  about  it.  There  was  nothing  ever 
said  tome  about  it,  nor  the  other  negroes  on  the  place  either.  I  had  a  good  many  living 
OB  the  place. 

Que$H<yn,  If  injuries  had  been  inflicted  in  that  way  on  the  man's  neck  so  as  to  leave 
a  scar  visible  to  this  time,  would  you  not  have  noticed  it  at  the  time  t 

Jnwer.  Yes,  sir,  I  would  have  known  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QiusUon,  In  what  year  did  these  two  men  work  on  your  place  f 

Answer.  Eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  I  think,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  they  lived  thirty  or  forty  yards  from  your  house  f 

Jngwer,  Yes,  sir,  I  think  about  that  distance. 

Question.  You  say  you  never  saw  the  Ku-Klux  but  once  f 

Atmcer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  When  was  that  T 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  in  the  fall  some  time. 

Question.  In  the  fali  of  1869? 

Anstcer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  How  many  were  in  the  gangf  - 

Ajiswer.  Not  more  than  five  or  six. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  this  after  night,  or  in  day-time f 

AiTstcer.  It  was  in  the  early  part  of  the  night.    We  had  not  gone  to  bed. . 

Question.  Were  their  horses  disguised  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questioif.  Riding  along  the  public  highway  in  front  of  your  house  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  not  a  public  rOad,  but  a  neighborhood  road — a  lane  in  front  ot 
the  bouse. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  they  were  f 

Attstcer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whom  they  visited  that  night  f 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  of  their  operations  that  night  t 

Ansircr.  No,  sir.  . 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  they  came  from? 

Answer.  I  do  not.    I  don't  know  anything  about  that. 

Question.  If  you  did  not  see  any  band  yourself,  did  you  hear  of  any  more  that  fall?" 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  I  did. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  since  in  that  part  of  the  country  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  not  one. 

Questipn.  How  long  before  that  had  you  seen  or  hoard  of  such  a  band  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  the  ti;ue.  I  heard  of  some  during  the  spring  before  that, 
probably. 

Question.  The  spring  of  1869? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  not  in  that  country.  I  heard  of  them  down  about  Huntsvilld 
and  in  this  country,  but  not  in  my  neighborhood. 

Question,  That  was  the  only  instance  in  which  you  have  ever  have  heard  of  Ku-Klux 
in  your  neighborhood  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  you  gone  to  bed  when  they  passed  by  ? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  I  hadn't  gone  to  bed. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  curiosity  to  see  where  they  went  to  ? 

Answer.  No, sir:  I  didn't  follow  them  at  all.     • 

Question.  How  lar  did  yon  watch  them  down  the  road  ? 

Answa-.  I  suppose  about  fifty  or  sixty  yards.    I  could  not  see  further  than  that. 

Question.  Were  they  going  in  the  direction  of  those  negro  cabins  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  passed  by  them.  The  cabins  are  not  more  than  thirty  or  forty 
yards  off. 

Question.  Before  they  came. to  the  house  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  after  they  went  by  my  house  they  went  by  the  cabins,  too.  They 
were  all  on  a  line.  r^  r\r^n]o 

-g  ^  Digitized  by  VjOOglC 
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Question.  Did  yon  make  any  inquiry  of  your  neighbors  afterward  as  to  what  errand 
they  were  goin^  on  t  .  * 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Question,  Why  t    Did  it  not  excite  any  curiosity  hi  you  f 

Jnswer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Ttiat  five  men  shonld  be  riding  about  at  that  hour  of  the  night,  in  difl^tfie, 
on  disguised  horses,  did  not  create  any  surprise  on  your  part  f      •  . 

Answer.  1  do  not  know.  I  had  heard  of  them  before  that  riding  through  tbe  ooan- 
tr^.  I  thought  I  was  attending  to  my  own  business,  and  I  would  have  nothing  to  do 
with  them. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  them  before  that  doing  any  mischief  as  they  rode 
through  the  country  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  a  Ku-Klux  doing  mischief  t 

Answer.  O,  I  have  heard  of  it ;  but  I  don^t  know  anything  particular. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  their  committing  any  mischief  in  Madison  County  f 

Anstper.  It  seems  to  me  that  I  didj  but  I  could  not  really  tell  you  anything  certain. 

Question.  When  was  it  that  this  mischief  should  have  been  committed  t  •      . 

Answer.  I  cannot  recollect. 

Question.  Can  you  give  us  no  idea  f 

Answer,  No, sir;  I  cannot. 

Question.  Were  there  any  members  of  that  Ku-Klux  Klan  in  your  part  of  the  ooaiity  ? 

Ansicer.  1  don't  know.    I  couldn't  tell  you  about  that. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  anything  about  the  oath  that  bound  thtit  order  together  f 

Answer.  I  do  ngt. 

Question.  Of  their  by-laws  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Or  their  pass-words  or  signs  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Or  their  obligation  T 

Answer.  No,  sir.' 

Question.  Never  heai-d  anything  about  that  f 

Anstoer.  No,  sir.  ^ 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  anything  in  the  papers  in  relation  to  the  origin  of  the 
-oraer,  their  oath  and  obligation,  and  what  they  were  organized  for  T 

Answer.  I  have  seen  pieces  in  the  paper;  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  believe  them  to  be  true  f         ' 

Ansicer.  1  don't  know  whether  it  was  true  or  not  t 

Question.  You  have  no  opinion  upon  the  subjed;  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

^Question.  You  never  had  much  curiosity  about  it  ? 

Answer,  No, sir;  not  a  great  deal. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  understand  who  composed  this  organization  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Or  the  men  who  are  in  itf 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Whether  they  were  young,  or  middle-aged,  or  old  men  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  tell ;  I  don't  know  who  they  are. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  any  one  who  admitted  that  he  belonged  to  the  order  f 

Answei^.  No,  sir ;  I  never  did 

Question.  Did  any  one  ever  approach  you  and  desire  you  to  join  itf 

Anmver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  a  den  or  branch  of  the  order  up  in- your  part  of  the  county  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of.    If  there  was,  I  didn't  know  it. 

Question.  You  never  heard  it  so  reported  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Where  was  it  said  their  headquarters  were  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know. 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  negro-quarters  very  often  f 

Anstcer,  Well,  yes,  sir ;  I  was  there  every  day. 

Question',  Did  you  go  into  the  cabins  t 
*     Answer.  I  would  go  around  then ;  I  did  not  go  in ;  I  was  passing  backward  and  ior* 
-ward. 

Questim.  It  was  not  a  common  occurrence  for  you  to  go  inside  t 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  go  inside. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  the  guns  and  pistols  of  the  negroes  were  takeu  away 
ifom  them  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir.  ^^ 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  the  Ku-Klux  were  g^it^b^i^biO^^isiting;  their 
houses  and  taking  away  their  guns  f  •     o 
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Answer.  Yen.  sir ;  I  heard  that. 

QucstioH.  Did  yon  believe  it  to  be  tnie  ? 

Answer,  That  is  what  they  said ;  1  dida't  kuow  whether  it  was  so  or  not. 

QuesUou.  Who  said  sof 

Answer,  I  heard  the  negroes  say  so. 

^Mrtion.  Negroes  on  your  place  f 

Answer,  No,  sir:  bat  in  the  neighborhood. 

QuwthH.  Who  aid  they  say  took  away  their  guns  f 

Answer,  They  said  disguised  men ;  they  didn't  know  who. 

Question,  In  what  year  was  that  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  about  1868. 

Question,  How  many  negroes  did  yon  hear  say  thatf 

Answer,  I  don't  remember ;  it  was  just  common  talk  throngh  the  country. 

Question,  Did  it  seem  to  be  a  general  practice  in  that  year  for  the  Ku-IGux  to  take 
away  their  guns  and  pistols  7 

Answer,  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  or  not ;  I  Just  heard  them  talking  about  it ;  I 
did  not  pay  much  attention  to  it. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  about  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  appearing  on  the  streets  ot 
Hantsville,  in  large  numbers  T 

Answer,  I  heard  of  that  once. 

Question,  Did  you  believe  that  to  be  true  t 

Answer,  I  suppose  it  was ;  I  heard  a  good  many  say  so ;  I  was  living  out  in  the  conn 
try,  you  know ;  I  suppose  it  was,  though.    I  lived  abont  thirteen  miles  from  here- 

Questiotc  May  not  these  negroes  have  been  whipped  upon  some  night  when  yon  knew 
nothing  of  it,  or  have  been  taken  out  of  the  cabins  ? 

Answa\  I  don't  know,  sir ;  I  reckon  I  would  have  heard  of  it  from  them  or  from 
eome  of  the  others  on  the  place. 

Question,  But  suppose  they  were  afitdd  to  tell  yon,  you  would  not  have  heard  it  1 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  of  coarse  not,  if  they  were  afraid  to  tell  me. 

By  Mr.  Rice: 

Quesiiofu  To  what  political  party  do  yon  belong  f 

Answer,  The  democratic  party. 

Quiestion,  Did  you  take  much  part  in  politics  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  none  at  all.  I  don't  nave  but  very  little  to  do  with  politics.  I  am  a 
fanuer,  and  do  not  meddle  with  politics  much.  ^ 

Question,  Are  they  mostly  democrats  in  your  neighborhood  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  some  belong  to  the  other  party. 

Question,  Which  is  the  stronger  ? 

Answer,  I  don't  know;  I  expect  the  other  party  is  the  stronger  in  my  immediate 
neighborhood. 

Question,  Were  you  at  home  all  the  time  in  the  year  1869  f 

Answer,  No^  sir ;  not  all  the  time.  I  was  away  m>m  home  sometifties ;  I  was  at  home 
most  of  the  time  though. 

Question,  Were  you  away  for  a  week  at  a  time  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  never  longer  than  one  night.  I  sometimes  staid  away  one  night 
and  came  back  early  in  the  morning';  but  I  was  at  home  most  of  the  time,  night  ar.d 
<lay. 

QuesOom,  Yoa  never  staid  away  from  home  a  week  at  a  time  f 

Answer,  Never  longer  than  one  night. 

By  the  CHAiR3fAK : 

Question,  You  have  never  heard  of  any  case  of  negroes  being  whipped  up  in  yiour 
part  of  the  county  f 
Answer,  No,  sir. 


HuNTSViLi^  Alabama,  October  13, 1871. 
JAMES  M.  MOSS  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chatkman.  As  this  witness  has  been  summoned  by  the  minority,  his  esaiclca- , 
tien  win  be  conducted  by  General  Blair. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
Quation,  Where  do  you  live  f 

Amswer,  About  five  and  a  half  miles  north  of  this  place. 

Quistion.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  t  r^  i 

Answer,  I  have  lived  in  this  coonty  since  September,  1866.     Diaitized  bv  CjOOQIc 
QnetUon.  Are  you  farming!  o^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question,  Do  you  know  a  negro  named  Joe  Gill  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  yellow  man. 

Question,  Gray-headed? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  do  you  know  about  him  f 

Answer.  Well,  he  lived  on  my  place  three  years,  I  believe ;  he  lived  therein  1866,  and 
went  away  in  1B67.  I  don't  know  that  it  was  but  two  years ;  be  came  back  in  1863, 
and  whether  he  staid  one  or  two  years  I  cannot  tell. 

Question,  What  is  his  character  t 

Answer,  His  character  is  about  like  all  the  rest  of  them. 

Question,  How  is  that;  is  he  a  reliable  man,  of  good  character f 

Answer.  Well,  the  character  of  the  whole  of  the  blacks  is  something  like  this:  IjVhen 
I  said  he  was  about  like  all  the  rest,  most  of  them  will  steal  any  little  things,  and  from 
habit,  or  some  other  cause,  they  will  sometimes  tell  things  that  are  not  so. 

Question,  Did  he  ever  steal  anything  from  you  f 

Ausicer,  He  stole  a  little  cotton  from  us  the  first  fall,  the  fall  of  1866. 

Question,  Did  he  steal  a  mule  iroui  you  f 

Answer,  No.  * 

Question,  What  was  the  transaction  about  the  mule  f 

Answer,  I  don't  remember  of  any ;  a  mule  liked  to  have  killed  him  the  first  year— 
m  breaking  the  mule. 

Question,  Did  he  not  cheat  you  out  of  a  mulct 

Answer,  No ;  he  went  off  owing  me  a  little  somethiug. 

Question.  On  a  mule  trade  f 

Answer.  Well,  ou  a  horse.  I  sold  him  a  horse,  and  furnished  him  supplies  to  go  on 
the  next  year— meat  and  trade  at  the  store  here,  and  he  went  off,  and  I  did  not  know 
it  until  he  had  gone  off. 

Question.  What  was  the  cause  of  his  running  off  f 

Answer,  I  supposed  that  the  cause  of  his  running  off  was  the  story  they  got  out  about 
him  cohabiting  with  this  girl. 

Question,  Who? 

Answer.  Well,  with  a  girl  who  was  supposed  to  be  his  own  daughter.  He  called  her 
his  daughter. 

Question,  Cohabited  with  his  own  daughter? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  what  the  negroes  say. 

Question,  From  what  you  know  of  him  and  his  reputation,  would  you  believe  him  on 
hisoalnt  . 

Answer.  Well,  I  would  not  know,  hardly,  how  to  answer  that  question.  There  nre 
not  many  of  them  that  I  would  believe  on  their  oath,  unless  I  knew  something 
myself  in  the  matter.  For  instance,  in  a  matter  that  would  come  up,  and  they  would 
swear  to  it,  and  I  didn't  know  anything  about  it  at  all,  then  I  would  not  know  whether 
it  was  so  or  not ;  do  you  understand  me  f 

Question.  Yes,  sir^  but  I  want  you  to  say  whether,  from  his  character  and  what  you 
know  of  him  yourself,  and  his  reputation  among  those  who  do  know  him,  you  would 
believe  him  on  his  oath  f 

Ansujer,  I  don't  know  how  to  answer  that  any  different  from  what  I  have  before.  If 
I  had  reason  to  believe  from  some  other  cause,  from  any  other  source,  I  would  believe 
him  just  as  I  would  the  larger  majority  of  them.  Old  Joe  is  pretty  sharp  and  pretty 
shrewd— shrewder  than  the  common  run  of  the  field-hands  here.  He  ha6  had  more  ex- 
perience, I  reckon. 

Question,  Would  you  believe  him  in  anything  where  he  had  any  interest  to  swear 
what  was  fidse  t 

Answer.  Well,  if  I  was  on  a  jury,  and  testimony  of  that  sort  came  up,  I  should  just 
believe  as  much  of  it  as  I  saw  reason  to  believe,  and  no  more.  They  are  mistaken  a 
great  many  times  about  things— don't  understand  things. 

Question.  Did  you  believe  the  story  the  negroes  tell  about  his  cohabiting  with  his 
daughter? 

Answer,  I  did  rathex  believe  it,  from  the  fact  of  his  daughter  being  big;  and  one  of 
the  hands  told  me  he  was  passing  the  cabin  and  heard  him  talking  to  her  about  it. 
Joe  was  living  with  a  woman  he  called  his  wife,  and  she  was  away,  and  one  of  tbe 
hands  went  to  the  cdbin  aud  heard  Joe  talking ;  and  that  is  what  makes  me  believe 
•  that  part  of  it.  And  then  he  ran  away  directly.  I  didn't  hear  this  story  at  all  until 
aitiQT  he  ran  away.  I  have  another  place  where  I  lived,  five  and  a  half  miles  from 
Huntsville;  and  I  have  another  place  eleven  miles  from  Huntsville,  and  that  is  where 
he  was. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  that  was  the  cause  of  his  absconding  from  the  country  t 

Jinmoer.  I  think  it  was. 

Question,  If  he  were  to  give  before  this  committee  another  reasoi^  for  his  absconding 
from  the  country,  would  you  believe  it  f  tj^ed  by  VjOOC 

Answer.  No,  I  should  not ;  because  I  believe  that  is  the  i^ason  he  left.  '^ 
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Question,  Now,  what  are  your  politics  T 

Answer,  I  am  a  republican.  I  gave  the  only  Grant  vote  given  in  Meridianvllle  pre- 
cinct.   Two  more  townships  in  this  connty  did  not  give  a  single  one. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Quettion,  Are  you  a  native  of  the  Sonth  f 

Afutwer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York,  in  Chaotanqna  County,  and 
moved  from  there  to  Illinois  in  1636,  and  went  to  Iowa  in  1854,  and  came  down  here  in 
1866. 

Qw8tion,  Toahave  been  a  republican  ever  since  you  came  heie  f 

Ansvcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  always  voted  that  ticket  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  there  is  a  heap  of  them  dare  not  vote  it. 

Question,  Why  not  t 

Answer,  They  thought  it  would  not  be  healthy  for  them,  I  reckon. 

Qu€Sti4m,  White  men  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  they  intimidated  T 

Answer,  Well,  I  don't  know  as  you  would  call  it  intimidation;  I  just  think  they 
lacked  a  little  back-bone.  Still,  I  think  probably  with  a  poor  man  maybe  it  would 
have  gone  harder  with  him  than  with  another. 

Question,  What  kind  of  influence  was  used  to  induce  men  to  vote  in  a  particular 
vayt 

Answer,  Well,  the  Ku-Klux  rode  here  in  1868. 

Question.  Pretty  extensively  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qu&tion,  Did  you  hear  of  their  visiting  the  negroes,  and  punishing  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  knocked  them  around  some. 

QuestUm.  Did  they  visit  your  neighborhood  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  visited  me  a  good  many  times. 

Question,  Visited  you,  yourself! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  ever  threaten  you  t 

Answer.  Yes ;  that  didn't  amount  to  anything. 

Question,  Were  they  disguised  t 

Ansif^er,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Armed  T 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.  O,  they  rode  up  in  our  neighborhood — ^I  lived  up  there  then — they 
rodo  there  in  day-time.    In  most  places  they  rode  in  the  night. 

Question^  Did  you  understand  that  the  organization  had  a  political  object  f 

Anstver.  That  is  my  understanding. 

Question,  Will  you  define  what  you  understood  its  object  to  bet 

Answej',  Well,  they  got  one  of  my  negroes  up  here  and  put  a  rope  around  his  nock, 
and  got  the  rope  up  over  a  limb,  and  told  him  ho  must  vot«  for  Seymour  and  Blair,  and 
1  suppose  the  negro  promised  to  do  it — I  don't  know.    They  didn't  hang  him. 

Question,  What  was  his  name  t 

Answer,  Job  Kelly.  They  came  around  first,  and  took  their  arms  away  from  them. 
Some  of  them  had  some  sort  of  old  blunderbusses  and  some  decent  guns,  but  not  much. 
Some  had  revolvers  sometimes.  They  hit  one  old  fellow  over  the  head.  They  came  to 
my  bouse.  The  first  time  they  came  on  Friday  about  noon.  About  sixty  came  on  the 
lower  end  of  my  place.  My  place  consists  of  two  square  pieces,  cornering  on  each 
other.  I  lived  near  the  extremity  of  the  whole  tract,  about  the  center  of  one  portion, 
and  the  negroes  were  near  the  comer  of  the  other  portion.  I  was  boiling  sorghum 
molasses  the  day  they  came.  About  sixty  came  on  the  lower  end  of  the  place  where 
the  darkeys  were,  but  only  three  came  up  where  X  was.  That  was  about  noon.  They 
didn't  say  anything  to  me  particularly.  They  stopped  when  they  went  up  and  when 
they  went  back.  When  they  went  up  they  stopped  and  asked  if  any  of  the  negroes 
had  any  guns.  There  are  two  cabins  further  on.  In  the  first  one  they  did  not  get  any 
guns.  There  was  one,  but  they  did  not  get  it.  In  the  next  one  they  had  an  old  army 
musket.  I  don't  know  what  they  call  it ;  it  was  a  great  big-bored  old  thing.  There 
were  two  men  living  there,  one  old  man  and  his  son-in-law.  The  gun  belonged  to  the 
Bon-in-law,  and  the  old  man  told  them  he  had  no  gun.  The  negro  was.up  on  the  build-  ' 
ing.  fixing  the  roof.  The  old  man  told  them  he  had  no  gun.  They  found  it  afterward, 
and  they  bit  him  and  cut  him  quite  a  gash  on  his  head  with  a  revolver,  and  they  came  to 
luy  house.  I  had  not  been  to  Hnntsville  in  about  six  weeks.  *  It  is  a  pretty  good  day's 
ride  to  come  down  here  and  do  the  tradini^  I  had  to  do.  I  got  home  about  9  o'clock, 
and  I  had  to  go  down  to  the  sorghum-works  to  close  up  there.  I  was  very  tired,  ana 
I  went  to  bed,  and  they  came  about  3  o'clock  Sunday  morning.  I  don't  think  I  had 
ever  stirred  since  I  struck  the  bed,  I  had  slept  so  sounds  My  wife  was  sick  and  one 
little  child  was  sick  and  was  in  the  room  adjoining,  and  the  colored  woman  tending  on 
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my  wife  camo  and  shook  me,  and  the  first  shake  I  didn't  wake  up.  The  second  time 
she  shook  me,  and  said,  *^  Wake  up,  Mr.  Moss,  the  Ku-Klux  is  coming."  It  was  a 
bright  moonlight  night,  and  as  I  waked  up  I  looked  through  the  front  window  and  saw 
them  riding  along  the  rdad.  They  turned  in  to  what  had  been  an  old  kitcheUj  where 
one  family  Jived,  and  I  thought  as  long  as  I  had  waked  up  I  would  not  go  to  bed  until 
I  saw  what  they  did.  I  didn't  think  of  their  coming  to  me.  I  had  not  heard  of  their 
going  to  any  of  the  white  folks'  houses,  but  the  first  I  knew  they  jumped  the  yard 
icnce,  and  were  coming  with  revolvers  in  their  hands  to  the  door  and  wanted  X  should 
come  out.  I  told  them  I  should  not  come  out.  They  wanted  I  should  open  the  door. 
I  told  them  I  should  not  open  the  door.  They  staid  maybe  twenty  or  twenty-five  min- 
utes and  called  me  a  coward  and  threatened  to  hang  me,  and  one  thing  or  another,  but 
I  thought  it  was  on  the  other  leg,  because  there  was  twenty  or  thirtv  of  them  and 
only  me  and  my  son  about  sixteen  years  old  inside.  They  went  off.  They  have  been 
at  my  house  several  times  since  then,  and  they  always  stopped  and  halldSbed  on  the 
road  like  anybody  does.    I  found  one  of  their  gowns^  and  they  came  and  g6t  that. 

Question.  Came  in  their  disguises  and  got  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  never  opened  the  door  to'  them.  In  warm  weather  the  window 
wa.s  up  and  down.  They  have  passed  there  several  times  besides.  They  licked  tiiat 
old  negro  Joe  Gill  one  night. 

Question.  While  he  was  living  on  your  place  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  the  circumstances. 

Answer.  I  dou't  know  anything  about  it,  except  what  I  heard  from  him.  They  took 
him  off  to  one  side. 

Question.  What  did  he  tell  you  t 

Answer.  He  told  me  that  there  were  three  of  them  came  and  called  him  out.  They 
called  him  out  a  little  way  into  the  timber,  and  he  said  there  were  considerable  more 
there,  but  there  were  onfy  three  licked  him.  They  licked  him  with  a  halter  strap. 
He  said  there  was  a  ring  or  knot  in  the  end  of  it,  and  he  was  pretty  badly  bunged  up 
and  sore. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Did  you  see  the  marks  t 

Answer.  I  saw  the  welts  where  that  thing  struck.    They  were  as  big  as  a  hen's  egg. 
^ues^/oft.  On  his  back  ? 
Answer.  All  over  him.    They  made  him  lie  down  on  his  belly  and  struck  him. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  How  long  was  that  before  he  left.t 

Ansicer.  I  cannot  recollect  now.  I  cannot  tell  without  I  look  at  my  books  whpn  he 
loft.  I  think  February,  1869,  was  about  the  time  he  left,  or  else  February,  1870.  I 
don't  know  whether  he  lived  One  or  two  years  there.  This  was  along  in  the  winter 
before,  perhaps  three  monttis  before  he  left. 

Question.  What  did  he  tell  you  they  said  they  whipped  him  for  T     ' 

Anstcer.  I  don't  know  what  they  whipped  him  for.  I  suppose — he  bought  an  old 
wa^on  of  A  poor  white  man  up  there,  and  agreed  to  pay  him  ^40,  and  paid  him  ^0, 
and  it  was  only  worth  $10,  and  he  wanted  him  to  throw  off  some,  and  at  a  blacksmith 
shop  near  there  they  had  some  words  about  it,  and  I  understood  they  whipped  him  for 
saucing  him.  You  know  the  customs  are  a  little  different  here  from  What  they  are  in 
other  places.    They  are  not  alike  all  over. 

Question,  Have  you  finished  your  general  statement,  or  are  there  other  instances  you 
wish  to  mention  t 

Answer.  There  are  none  I  wish  to  mention  that  I  know  of.  They  came  to  my  house 
another  time  whien  a  young  fellow  named  Kennard  was  out  there  registering.  I  don't 
know  what  election  that  was ;  I  think  it  was  1869.  They  kind  o'  want^  to  scare 
him  off. 

.  Question,  Was  he  a  republican  f 
-    Answer.  1  don't  know  whether  he  was  or  not.    He  was  registering  the' names. 

Question,  You  say  they  came  for  the  purpose  of  scaring  him  off  f 

Anstcer.  1  suppose  they  did. 

Question,  What  did  they  do  on  that  visit  t 

Answer.  They  wanted  to  know  how  I  was  going  to  vote,  and  what  he  was  doing. 

Question.  Did  you  tell  them  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir.  „ 

Question.  What  answet  did  you  make  to  them  t 

Answer.  I  told  them  I  was  going  to  vote  the  republican  ticket. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  in  reply  to  that  T 

Answer.  They  said  we  should  not  vot«  that  way.  C^r\r\n]{> 

Question.  Did  they  make  any  threats  t  ^'^'^'^^^  ^v  VjUU^  le 

Answer.  Not  then. 
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Que^fUm.  Did  tbey  afterwards  T 

Amicrr.  No. 

i^uestiou.  Ilad  they  before  that  ? 

Anvirer,  Well,  I  dou*t  know ;  I  would  not  really  call  it  threats.  After  I  had  voted  in 
tbt?  iall  of  1868,  at  the  presidential  election,  I  heard  this ;  I  don't  know  it ;  I  only  say 
it  as  I  heard  it :  A  man  down  town  said,  "  There  is  that  old  Yankee  Moss  that  voted 
for  Grant  out  in  Meridian,  and  he  won't  live  moi*e  than  six  weeks."  1  didn't  get  mad 
aVoufe  it,  but  I  have  lived  more  than  six  weeks  since  then.  No,  I  don't  think  they 
intended  tq  do  anything,  only  to  scare  off  the  negroes,  and  I  advised  all  my  hands  .to 
stay  at  home  a^d  not  get  into  any  fu«ses. 

Question.  Wliy  did  they  wish  to  scare  off  the  negroes  ? 

JjiHtcer,  I  suppose  that  anybody  conversant  through  here  knows  that  if  everybody 
would  say  to  everybody  else,  "  Just  ^o  and  vote  as  you  please,"  this  county  would  go 
twelve  »r  fifteen  hundred  republican  'majority  all  the  time. 

QubiiU>VLl  Did  they  wish,  uieu,  to  drive  off  the  republicans,  as  far  as  yoii  could  un- 
derstand it ;  to  drive  off  the  negroes! 

Jjwjpcr.  They  told  them,  so  the  negroes  told  me,  they  must  either  not  vote  at  all  or 
else  vote  for  Seymour  and  Blair. 

Question,  Were  those  men  that  visited  your  house  at  the  times  you  have  spoken  of 
always  disguised  ? 

An9^er.  All  of  them. 

Qu^dion,  Were  they  mounted  t 

Aitisicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qntslion,  Were  their  horses  disguised  T 

Anstca:  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Qae^ion,  Were  they  armed  f  . 

Auaiscr^  Yes^sir ;  they  were  armed  in  the  day-time,  and  they  carried  their  revolvers 
right  out  in  their  hands.  At  night,  when  the  two  men  eame  and  knocked  at  my  door, 
I  saw  the  revolvers,  and  I  saw  some  of  the  revolvers  in  some  of  the  others'  hands. 

Qu€»iion.  How  mauy  times  from  first  to  last  have  you  seen  these  disguised  bauds  ? 

Ansicer.  I  have  seen  them  six  different  times. 

QueBiion,  Generally,  how  large  were  the  bands  t 

j[»«if«r.  They  were  from  three  to  thirty,  what  I  saw.  I  didn't  see  any  of  the  big 
Innds  together. 

QuesiUm,  Have  you  any  knowledge  where  they  came  from  ? 

Anstcer,  No,  sir ;  nobody  can  tell  that ;  there  is  no  use  in  talking.  Some  pretend 
that  they  can  tell  who  they  are,  but  you  see  some  of  them  have  a  sort  of  mouth-piece 
with  them  to  speak  through  that  don't  make  a  natural  tone  at  all,  and  then  their  faces 
are  covered  up.  What  I  call  our  homi^-made  Ku-Klnx,  what  I  suppose  are  our  home- 
made Ku-Klux,.have  rather  a  cheap  rig  on  by  the  side  of  our  ordinary  Ku-Klux. 
Tlus.  gown  I  found  was  just  a  loose  gown  with  big  long  sleeves  to  it,  and  then  they 
have  a  piece  of  the  long  gown  .thrown  up  over  the  head  if  they  want  to,  but  it  has 
eye-holes,  and  all  Christendom  could  not  tell  who  was  inside  of  it  by  seeing  the  eyes. 
What  I  call  the  Tennessee  Ku-Klux  had  a  very  good  rig.  They  look  pretty  well,  with 
a  red  coat  trimmed  off  with  black,  and  when  they  threw  the  piece  up  over  it  was  lined 
with  different  color  from  the  rest.  They  had  a  sort  of  rubber  capes  with  fixings  to 
eomo  all  over  them  in  a  rain-storm.  They  could  wear  that  down.  The  two  that  come 
to  my  house  in  the  first  place  were  strangers,  because  they  did  not  have  their  face- 
pieces.    It  was  pretty  warm.    They  were  strangers. . 

Qu€$tion,  Did  the  Ku-Klux  themselves  tell  you  where  they  came  from  ?  ^ 

AMSwer,  They  never  told  me ;  I  never  asked  them ;  but  that  Ku^lux  organization  is 
an  gone  by  the  board  long  ago.  You  see  this  was  in  1868.  *  Now,  I  thiuK  the  regular 
Ka-Klux  organization  was  organized  for  a  political  purj^ose,  and  they  found  they  had 
failed,  because  it  hurt  them  in  other  places  more  than  they  gained  here  and  it  degene- 
•  rated  down  int4>  a  sort  of  robbing.  If  a  man  wants  to  do  anything  of  the  kind  now  he 
puts  ou  a  disguise  to  do  it. 

Question.  Is  it  common  still  for  men  wanting  to  commit  depredations  on  property  to 
aaome  dismiises  T 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir. 

9iM«<ton.  And  go  in'bands  T 

Answer,  An  old  fellow  living  below  me,  and  keeping  a  grocery-store,  and  a  little 
whisky,  too,  I  guess  they  robbed  him  three  times. 

Qmestion,  When  was  that  t 

Answer,  The  first  time  they  robbed  him  was  a  year  ago  about  Christmas,  and  then  it 
nm  along  awhile.  There  were  two.  I  was  settled  down  where  I  am  living  now.  This 
man  livra  on  my  place.  I  had  just  been  down  to  the  quarters,  and  met  two  men  in  the 
road,  on  horseback,  and  the  old  man  said  I  had  not  been  gone  five  minutes  until  they 
eame  and. robbed  him  of  thirty  or  forty  dollars  in  money  and  a  watch ;  and  the  next 
time  they  came,  they  were — what  do  you  caU  these  men  that  collect  this  government 
tax!  ^ 
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By  Mr.  Bl'CKLEY  :  ♦ 

Question.  Revenue  officers  ? 

Jmwcr,  Yes,  sir ;  thoy  said  they  were  revenue  officers,  and  the  old  man  had  jnet  paid 
his  license— that  is,  the  whisky  tax.    Don't  that  fp  to  the  Government  t 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  Well,  he  had  just  paid  his  tax  the  day  before,  and  they  said  it  mnst  be  be 
had  paid  it  to  the  wrong  man;  that  they  wanted  to  see  his  papers,  and  as  quick  as  they 
got  his  door  open  they  just  drew  a  revolver  on  the  old  fellow  and  told  him  to  shell  otlt. 
He  gave  up  what  money  he  had,  but  the  old  woman  had  spme  money  that  they  did  not 
get.    They  shot  the  old  man  that  night. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Killed  him  f 

Answer.  No,  they  scared  him.  The  next  time  there  were  five  or  six  came.  I  didn't 
see  them.    I  was  down  there  about  five  minutes  after  they  had  gone  away,  they  said. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  that  time  t 

Answer.  They  robbed  him  again.  He  hadn't  got  much  money  by  that  time,  though ; 
it  was  pretty  much  all  gone.    But  I  didn't  count  that  Ku-Klux  at  all. 

Question.  Did  they  call  themselves  Ku-Klux  t         ' 

Anmcer.  Yes, sir;  and  they  had  the  same  whistles;  I  found  one  of  their  whistles;  it 
is  a  little,  short  whistle,  not  over  two  and  a  half  inches  long.  It  was  made  of  pewter, 
and  had  a  little  ball  that  whipped  about  in  the  middle  and  made  it  like  an  old  bass- 
wood  whistle  put  iu  water,  if  you  ever  did  that  when  you  were  a  boy. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
Question.  When  they  whistle  in  that  way  it  »[)nnd8  like  a  good  many  of  them  T 
Answer.  Thev  would  always  whistle  when  tney  went  by  my  house  at  night.    They 

had  their  headquarters  up  there  where  they  get  up  out  of  tne  graves.    They  would 

always  whistle  to  make  the  dogs  bark. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  How  late  was  this  last  visit  thoy  paid  to  this  old  man  on  your  place  T 

Answer.  That  was  along  in  the  spring.  They  were  about  three  or  four  mouths  mak- 
ing the  three  visits.  Just  about  the  time  they  thought  lie  had  a  few  dimes  on  hand 
they  would  come.  I  believe  they  got  forty  the  first  time,  thirty  the  next  time,  but 
very  little  the  uext  time. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  depredations  in  that  county  T 

Answer.  I  heard  of  a  good  many. 

Question.  By  disguised  men  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Lately?  ^ 

•  Answer.  About  the  last  I  recollect  now  is  their  killing  old  John  Markham. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  that  f 

Answer.  It  is  some  time  within  two  mottthni. 

Question.  State  the  circumstances  as  you  heard  them. 

Answe}'.  I  don't  know  anything  about  it^  except  what  I  heard.  In  the  first  place, 
Markham  married  a  widow  woman  that  had  a  good  deal  of  property,  and  I  guess  ho 
did  not  use  her  very  well ;  and  she  had  a  son  by  her  fin;^t  husband  named  Townsend. 
He  was  a  pretty  bad  fellow  any  way,  I  presume.  He  rode  with  the  Ku-Klux  all  the 
while,  and  he  is  mixed  up,  too.  I  think  he  is  one  of  them  that  raided  that  old  man. 
i  knew  the  horses  the  first  night  they  raided  this  old  man  on  my  place.  I  knew  the 
color  of  the  horses,  and  I  inquired  about  them,  and  found  they  belonged  to  a  man  away 
up  at  Hazle  Green ;  and  he  said  they  were  taken  away  from  his  stable  and  brought 
back  loose  next  morning,  showing  marks  of  hard  riding.  This  son  of  this  widow 
woman  had  threatened  to  kill  Markham,  I  understood,  and  I  heard  that  two  or  three 
nights  before  he  was  killed  three  disguised  men  rode  up  to  Park  Towusend's  and  in- 
quired for  him.  Both  of  them  were  named  Park  Townsend,  this  one  supposed  to  have 
Killed  Markham,  and  another  one  that  is  older.  We  call  the  one  that  killed  him  young 
Park,  and  the  older  one  I  guess  is  a  pretty  nice  man.  One  of  my  men.  Green  DePmett. 
was  right  there  at  the  time  Markham  ^as  shot,  and  they  supposed  the  lamp  had 
bursted,  and  come  to  find  out  Markham  was  dead. 

Question.  How  late  in  the  evening  was  this  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  it  was  supper-time;  not  very  late;  I  presume  just  after  dark. 

Question,  Was  that  said  to  have  been  done  by  men  in  disguise  T 

Answer.  Nobody  knows ;  nobody  saw  them,  as  I  heard  of,  but  disguised  men  went 
and  inquired  two  or  three  nights  before  for  him. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  They  fired  through  the  window  t  GoOgLe  .         , 

Ansioer.  The  window  was  up ;  it  was  warm  weather.  They  came  inw)  tlra  oack  par| 
of  the  yard  and  tore  up  two  palings.    They  could  see  where  the  horses  were  hitched. 
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By  tbe  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  tho  case  ever  investigated  judicially  T 

Answer,  Squire  Strother  went  up  there  as  coroner,  I  suppose.  I  don't  know  what  h« 
did. 

Question.  Has  anybody  been  indicted  for  it  T 

Answer.  It  has  only  been  a  little  while. 

Question.  Has  anybody  been  arrested  t 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Two  men  left  the  neighborhood ;  that  is,  young  Park  Townsend 
Aod  his  brother-in-law.    They  left  the  nei|;hborhood  that  night. 

Question.  Did  these  two  men  call  on  Markham  or  Townsend  f 

Answer.  They  called  on  youiig  Park  Townsend,  the  cousin  of  Park  Townsend. 

Question.  State  any  other  acts  of  violence  that  have  occurred  the  present  year. 

Answer.  I  have  got  down  into  a  little  more  quiet  neighborhood,  and  I  am  not  so 
mnch  interested.  * 

Quesiion.  You  have  moved  from  that  neighborhood  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  moved  a  year  ago  last  February.  Up  there  on  the  edge  of  this 
State  and  tbe  border  of  Tennessee  it  is  a  kind  of  barren  land,  and  there  is  a  large  class 
of  a  kind  of  poor  whites  living  there  that  did  pretty  well,  I  guess,  bushwhacking  dur- 
ing the  war,  and  cot  used  to  it,  and  everybody  ^ot  demoralized  during  the  war.  The 
people  got  so  they  didn't  think  anythiugof  killing  a  man,  general. 

i^estion.  So  far  as  your  knowledge  extends,  are  the  men  who  are  committing  these 
acts  of  violence  now  the  same  men  who  were  originally  engaged  in  tbe  Ku-Klux  Klan  f 

Answer,  I  presume  they  were  engaged  in  the  regulai"  Ku-Klux  Klan ;  but  I  don't 
think  the  regular  Ku-Klux  Klan  is  a  regular  organization  at  all.  I  think  it  has  run 
into  this,  aa  I  told  them  it  would  do.  As  far  as  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  is  concerned  no 
power  on  earth  could  put  it  down,  because  if  there  was  a  squad  of  soldiers  on  every 
plantation  they  would  have  Ku-Klux,  because  there  is  so  many  by-ways  to  go  back 
and  forth. 

Questioji.  I  take  it  from  what  you  say  that  the  laws  are  not  very  efficiently  executed 
in  that  part  of  the-  country  t 

Answer.  They  were  executed  about  as  well  as  they  were  here.  They  rode  right  into 
Huntsville  in  1868  several  times.  They  rode  right  over  the  place  I  am  living  on  just 
about  noon^  about  forty  or  fifty  of  them. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Answer.  In  1868.  I  bought  the  place  in  March,  but  did  not  move  down  there.  Some 
of  them  rode  then,  but^  a  general  thing  what  I  call  regular  Ku-Klux  did  not  ride  only 
to  take  the  guns  from  the  negroes.  If  they  happened  to  find  five  cents  they  would  not 
take  it.  At  the  time  they  rode  over  my  place  they  took  ten  cents  from  one  little  negio 
and  five  cents  from  another.    I  thought  that  was  getting  pretty  low  down. 

Question.  Was  that  by  the  regular  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  they  md  not  generally  rob  any  one,  except  to  take  gnns  and 
ammunition. 

Question.  And  sought  to  influence  negroes  to  vote  for  the  Seymour  and  Blair  ticket  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  or  to  stay  away,  either  to  not  vote  at  all  or  vote  that  way. 

Question.  If  all  persons,  black  and  white,  were  allowed  freedom  to  express  their  sen- 
timcnts  at  tho  ballot-box  in  Madison  County,  at  this  time,  wbat  in  your  opinion  would 
be  the  republican  majority  t 
Answer.  From  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred. 

Question.  Do  yon  believe  that  the  colored  people  at  this  time  arelntimidated  from 
voting  their  real  sentiments  T 
Answer.  1  don't  doubt  it  at  alL  r  • 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question,  How  far  is  this  upper  place  of  yours  from  Meiidianville  T 

Answa-.  Three  miles  and  a  half. 

Question.  How  far  is  it  from  Mr.  Turner's  ? 

Answer,  Where  Mr.  Turner  lives  is  some  distance.  I  go  up  and  turn  east  from  Meiid- 
ianville. My  house  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  east  of  the  Meridian  road  and  Mr.  Tur- 
ner's nearly  that  much  west  of  it  and  a  little  further  this  way. 

Question,  You  live  about  three  miles  apart  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  So  that  these  occurrences  you  spoke  of  happening  up  there  were  in  his 
neighborhood  as  well  as  yours  T 

Jnsvxr.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  He  would  bo  as  likely  to  hear  of  them  as  yourself  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  would  be  likely  to. 

QuesHott.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  negroes  on  his  place  being  visited  by  tho  Ku- 
Klaxf 
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Answer,  No,  sir.  Althongh  he  did  not  live  more  than  four  miles  from  where  I  live, 
at  the  same  time  he  comes  in  a  different  way  from  what  I  do  to  town,  and  I  hardly 
ever  see  him  except  I  happen  to  meet  him  two  or  three  times  a  year. 

Question.  Is  he  a  very  decided  democrat  t 

Answer,  1  don't  know. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  yonr  laborers  take  your  advice  when  you  told  them  it  was  best  for 
them  not  to  go  to  the  polls  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  I  met  old  Joe  Gill.  The  elect'on  was  on  Tuesday.  They  had  a 
row  here  on  Saturday,  and  that  jndge  down  here,  whali  was  his  uamof 

By  the  Chairman  :  ' 

Question.  Judge  Thnrlow. 

Ansiccr.  He  was  killed  here,  and  a  darkey.  I  came  down  Monday,  and  I  met  old  Joe 
this  side  of  Meridianville.  He  had  got  about  four  miles  from  home  and  was  coming 
dowii  to  vote,  to  go  back  next  day,  so  as  not  to  be  abused.  1  told  him  he  had  better 
go  back. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  he  go  back  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  8o  that  none  of  your  laborers  voted  T      " 

Ansiccr.  No,  sir,  none;  only  I  voted  myself.  I  would  not  have  voted,  but  I  didn't 
want  to  be  bluffed  off.  I  thought  if  I  did  not  go  and  vote  they  would  think  they  had 
scared  me  off. 

Question.  Did  other  negroes  in  your  neighborhood  abstain  from  voting  T 

Answer.  O^  yes ;  hardly  any  voted. 

Question  Are  the  negroes  quite  easily  intimidated  ? 

Answer.  Yes;  tbey  have  always  been  kept  under,  and  if  a  white  man  tells  them  any- 
thing they  of  course  go  by  it.  I  might  send  any  hand  that  is  at  work  for  me  now  and 
tell  him  to  go  and  do  a  certain  thing  two  or  three  miles  off,  and  if  yon  met  him  and 
told  him  to  do  something  he  would  go  off  and  do  it,  aud  neglect  what  I  have  told  him 
to  do. 

Question.  Tbey  are  subject  to  fear  f 

Answer,  I  don't  know  as  itr  is  that,  it  is  habit,  habit. 

Question,  Do  not  these  hideous  disguises  act  on  their  BUpers^ition  and  add  to  their 
intimidation  in  that  way? 

Answer,  They  look  pretty  bad. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  reason  to  donbt  that  Joe  Gill  had  been  whipx>ed  f 

Answer.  O,  no;  I  saw  the  marks. 

Question.  If  be  sbonld  swear  that  he  had  been  whipped  by  the  Ka>-Elnx  on  a  certain 
nighty  would  you  believe  binjT 

Answer.  Why,  I  saw  the  marks.  I  heard  of  his  being  whipped,  and  I  went  down 
aud  examined  bim  myself,  atid  he  was  pretty  badly  beaten  up.  He  told  me  that  three 
of  them  hit  bim  fifteen  licks  apiece  with  a  beveled  stmp. 

Question.  Was  Joe  a  pretty  good  manager  on  the  plantation  T 

Answer.  He  was  a  pretty  good  worker. 

Question.  Ho  worked  with  you  in  1B66  ? 

Answer.  He  worked  on  my  place,  not  with  me. 

Question,  Was  it  from  you  be  took  some  cotton  t 

'Answer.  It  was  pSrt  of  my  cotton.  He  hid  some  cotton.  The  lint-room  floor  was 
only  loose  l>oards.  Old  Joe  was  putting  up  cotton  with  one  or  two  more,  and  he  slipped 
some  under  the  floor.  It  was  about  the  last  of  June,  and  he  thought  the  room  would 
be  unlocked  and  he  would  get  some  cotton  in  that  way.  Any  of  them  will  steal  a  little 
thing  like  that. 

Question,  You  employed  him  after  that  T 

Ansiter.  Yes,  sir.  There  is  no  use  in  talking,  any  of  them  that  has  white  aroand 
their  eyes  will  steal  little  things,  and  that  is  all.  They  will  steal  little  things,  Imt  only 
little  things. 

Question,  Because  they  are  .in  the  habit  f 

Answer.  Tbey  steal  from  (me  another. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  anybody  was  whipped  on  Park  Townsend's  plaee  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  killed  three  in  oi>eu  daylight.  That  was  the  first  killing  the 
Ku-Klux  done  ? 

Question.  What  were  the  circumstances  t 

Answer,  1  only  know  what  I  heard.  They  had  a  little  more  spite  against  negroes 
who  had  been  in  the  Union  Army  tban  others. 

(Question,  Had  you  not  a  number  of  negroes  in  this  conntir,  wiShad  beefifnthe 
Union  Army  f  ""'^^"^  0y^^^     _ 

Amncer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  good  many. 
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QuesUen,  Did  not  most  of  those  guns  belong  to  snch  men  t 

Answer,  I  have  two  that  have  worked  for  me  ever  since  I  have  been  here  that  were 
in  the  Union  Army.    One  of  them  did  not  stay  in  a  good  while:  he  got  sick.    Xhe 
other  staid  until  the  war  closed.    That  old  man  they  took  and  nit  with  a  revolver 
had  this  fellow's  gun,  an  old  musket. 
Question.  An  old  smooth-bore  t 

Arnncer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  had  been  cut  off. 

Quttftion.  You  started  to  tell  the  circumstances  of  the  three  being  killed. 

Answer.  These  three  fellows  talked  too  much.  They  had  been  in  the  Army  and 
thoQ^ht  they  could  do  about  what  they  pleased.  They  told  what  they  could  do.  The 
Ku-Klux  did^ot  allow  anybody  to  say  what  they  could  do  with  them.  You  must  not 
say  anything  against  them  ;  and  these  negroes  told  in  a  bragging  sort  of  way  what 
they  would  do  if  they  encountered  them.    This  is  all  hearsay. 

Question.  Do  you  deem  it  reliable  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  su',  I  have  heard  it  from  a  great  many  different  sources. 

Question.  Please  to  state  it  T  , 

Answer.  The  first  time  they  came  to  Park  Townsend's  they  came  to  a  negro's  house 
that  had  been  in  the.  Union  Army.  They  went  to  ransacklug  the  house,  and  the  negr6e^ 
got  out  through  a  hole  and  went  off  and  got  an  old  shot-gun  and  tired  at  tliera,'  and 
scared  them  off,  and  they  left  a  lot  of  traps.  They  brought  their  things  down  to  town 
here.  I  believe  they  took  them  back  again  ;  I  don't  know  what  Vras  done  with  them. 
They  still  kept  telling  what  thejr  were  going  to  do,  and  the  Ku-Klnx  came  ri^rht  along, 
ill  broad  day-light,  about  the  middle  of  the  afternoon,  and  one  negro  stood  his  groun(l 
pretty  well,  and  fired  off  his  revolver  at  them,  but  I  suppose  h^  fired  it  a  long  ways  off', 
and  tibey  cUme  up  and  shot  three  of  them  ;  two  they  killed  dead,  and  one  died  in  Wo 
or  three  days. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  trouble  up  in  New  Market  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  am  not  in  the  New  Market  way  at  all ;  that  is  another  road  to 
Hnntsv'lle.    That  is  the  road  farther  to  one  side  that  Turner  is  on. 

Question.  Were  those  men  killed  by  men  in  disguise  t 

Anstcer.  Ye^,  sir,  regular  Ku-Klux. 

Que^ion.  Was  nobody  arrested  for  that  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  you  could  not  tell  anything  about  it.  It  has  been  a  very  great 
trouble  to  detect  parties.  It  is  impossible,  it  seems  impossible  to  put  it  down.  Public 
opinion  has  got  to  put  it  down,  that  is  the  only  way.  If  there  had  been  in  the  Ku- 
Klux  times  a  squad  of  soldiers  OU'  every  plantation  they  would  have  gone  on.  The 
thing  has  passed  on  notv  and  is  quiet.  It  is  now  more  old  grudges  than  anything  else. 
You  see  the  people  have  lived  a  long  time  together  and  married  in  together,  and  you 
can  hardly  say  *'  booh !"  to  a  man  anywhere  but  you  are  talking'  to  soihe  of  his  rela- 
tives, and  of  coui^  they  have  a  great  many  grudges,  grud^bs  between  old  residents.  I 
apprehended  that  the  organization  would  degenerate  into  Just  such  a  thing.  I  went 
to"S6me  of  the  leading  men  of  Meridian ville.  Sunday  m6mmg  after  they  had  been  to 
my  house ;  that  was  the  only  rough  time.  As  to  the  other  time  I  cared  nothing  about 
itj'because  they  came  along  the  road  just  like  anybody  ;  but  that  time,  jumpmg  tlje 
fence  and  calling  me  a  mean  man  and  coward,  and  every  such  thing,  when  they  were 
armed  and  outside  and  I  inside — I  was  armed,  it  is  true ;  I  had  a  good  rifio  and  a  dou- 
ble-barreled shot-gun,  and  a  revolver,  and  Spencer  carbine,  with  nine  loads,  and  I  cal- 
culated to  give  them  the  best  I  had 

Question.  What  did  you  tell  these  people  ?  • 

Answer.  I  told  them  I  was  free-bom,  of  lawful  age,  and  had  been  well  recommended, 
and  was  not  going  to  be  run  away.  When  I  told  a  nian  to  come  into  my  house  he 
could  come  in,  and  when  I  told  people  they  must  stay  out,  why  tkey  must  stay  out ; 
and  if  they  attempted  to  come  m  some  of  them  would  have  to  be  carried  on  on  a 
shingle. 

Question.  You  purchased  there  in  1866 1 

A/tswer.  In  February,  1866.  In  one  sense  the  Ku-Klux  are  to  blame  for  these  little 
petty  depredations  that  are  going  on  now,  and  in  another  sense  the  Ku-Klux  are  not. 

Question.  You  think  public  sentiment  is  better  than  it  had  been  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  say  now  that  they  were  wrong. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  they  ever  in  their  visits  to  your  house  throw  it  up  to  you  that  you 
were  a  Yankee  and  a  radical  f 

Answer.  No,  I  don't  know  that  they  did ;  but  they  used  my  bands  worse  than  those 
on  the  adjoining  plantations. 

By  Mj-.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Did  they  try  to  break  you  up  and  drive  off  your  hands  T 
jMswer*  Weil,  they  kept  working  at  my  hands  and  beating  them  about  a  good  deal. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Becaaso  they  were  working  for  yon  T 
Answer,  I  suppose  it  was  for  that. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  You  never  attempted  to  hold  any  office  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  am  iio  politician.  I  don't  want  any  office ;  but  I  calculate  to  go 
to  hell  my  own  road,  and  vote  just  whatever  ticket  I  have  a  mind  to. 

Question.  Do  you  think  men  who  have  come  down  here  and  kept  aloof  from  politics, 
and  purchased  property,  and  attempted  to  live  here  are  proscribed  by  public  senti- 
ment t 

Answer,  I  know  of  one  man  fropi  Ohio,  up  sight  on  the  Meridian  road.  He  is  a  sort 
of  weak-kneed,  long-legged  Buckeye.  He  has  never  voted,  and  yet  they  have  bothered 
him  some. 

Question,  Is  he  a  republican  T 

Answer,  1  don't  know  what  he  is ;  he  takes  the  New  York  Tribune ;  I  guess  he  is  a 
republican. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  How  long  has  he  lived  there  and  not  voted  f 
Answer,  He  lived  there  three  years. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  You  say  he  has  had  trouble  also  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  pestered  him  some  this  summer.  He  is  a  carpenter  and  a 
joiner ;  has  a  first-rate,  good  family,  and  quiet,  and  don't  want  to  say  anything  to  hurt 
anybody.    He  just  attends  to  his  own  business. 

Question.  What  have  they  done  to  him  this  sun^nerf 

Answer,  Well,  they  have  hanged  around  his  bouse  some;  they  didn't  hurt  him  any. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Disguised  men? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  went  there  disguised. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  That  is  not  very  agreeable  to  a  man  and  his  family  f 

Ansicer,  No,  sir,  it  is  not;  it  is  rough.  The  rough  time  they  came  on  me,  my  wife 
was  sick,  and  one  of  the  little  girls.  My  wife  was  pretty  badly  scared.  She  was  in 
.  the  room  to  herself,  but  she  took  cold  from  that,  aud  that  has  cost  me  quite  a  doctor's 
bill-  The  time  there  were  flixty  of  them,  they  rode  plumb  through  my  cotton  spread 
out  to  scare  the  negroes.  They  knock'ed  it  over  the  ground.  That  was  not  called  for 
at  all,  because  they  could  have  scared  them  well  enough  without  doing  that.  My 
hands  li^id  out,  and  did  not  sleep  in  their  houses  for  three  or  four  months ;  they  didn't 
know  what  was  coming. 

Question,  Do  you  not  find  it  difficult  to  carry  on  a  plantation  1 

Anstcer.  I  cannot  do  it  at  all.  You  could  not  hire  a  hand  from  Huntsville  to  come  out 
and  stay  all  night.    You  could  not  have  got  one  for  ten  dollars  a  day. 

Question.  Were  they  alraid  t 

Answer,  Afraid. 

Question,  Is  not  this  riding  over  the  country  very  iiyurious  to  the  interests  of  the 
country! 

Answer.  O,  I  tell  ^ou  they  have  quit  it;  but  in  former  times,  of  course,  it  hnrt  the. 
country,  hurt  it  all  over.    In  that  year  that  they  rode,  18G8,  the  crop  I  made  I  never 
got  picked  out  until  March. 

Question.  You  could  not  hire  men  f 

Answer,  I  could  not  get  hands;  you  could  not  get  them  out  there  to  save  your 
soul. 

Question.  Cotton  was  valuable,  was  it  not,  that  yeart 

Answer,  It  is  valuable  every  year ;  it  costs  a  heap  of  work. 

Question,  Have  any  gin-houses  up  there  been  burned  or  disturbed  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  no  houses  burnt  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  Any  public  schools  in  your  part  of  the  county,  for  white  or  colored  f 

Answer,  I  believe  there  is  a  colored  school  up  in  Meridiauville  now,  but  I  don't  know 
for  certain.    Schools  are  pretty  scarce ;  the  people  are  scattered  so  bad. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  being  broken  up  or  interrupted,  or  teachers 
run  oflft 

Anstoer,  No,  sir.  A  young  fellow  over  at  Limestone  that  has  worked  for  me  here  a  month 
or  six  weeks  ago,  said  that  the  darkeys  had  ^otup  a  school  for  a  school-house,  and  on 
Saturday  it  took  fire  and  burnt  down.  He  said  they  were  to  have  had  school  Mouday 
morning.  ^ 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Quesiian.  Where  was  that  T  * 

Anstcer,  In  Limestone  County. 

Question.  Was  that  a  late  occurrence  T 

AnsiD^.  Tliat  was  about  six  weeks  ago,  laying-by  time. 

QueatioH.  Are  the  people  of  this  country  in  favor  of  free  schools  T 

Answer,  I  guess  they  are. 

Question,  Are  they  in  favor  of  colored  schools? 

Anmter,  As  far  as  I  know ;  I  have  not  heard  anything  against  them  up  our  way. 

Question,  H^ve  you  heard  anything  said  against  the  negro  voting  T    - 

Answer.  I  don't  think  myself— I  won't  say  blacks  at  all,  either ;  but  I  will  say,  I  don't 
think  myself  that  any  persons  are  fit  to  vote  until  they  can  read  and  write  a  little  and 
sign  their  own  name. 

Question,  Is  that  the  general  opinion  in  this  part  of  the  State,  so  far  as  yon  know  f 

Answer.  The  opinion  is  different  from  that ;  they  think  the  negroes  ought  not  to  vote, 
any  way ;  but,  you  see,  I  include  the  whole.  We  have  a  class  of  poor  whites  that  don't 
know  more  than  the  negroes. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  On  that  plan  you  would  disfranchise  30,000  voters  in  this  State  f 
Answer.  I  expect  a  long  ^ays  more  than  that. 

Question,  Did  not  the  census  of  1860  give  30,000  adults  who  could  not  read  or  write  T 
Answer,  Yes,  sir;  whites. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  It  would  include  all  the  negroes  t 

Anstcer,  No,  not  all ;  some  of  them  can  read :  some  of  them  learn  pretty  well ;  and  some 
of  them  are  quick ;  just  teach  them  two  or  three  letters,  and  they  wijl  begin  to  ha-ha, 
and  they  know  the  whole  thing.  I  have  two  little  negroes,  one  twenty  and  the  other 
sixteen  or  seventeen ;  learn  them  anything,  let  some  one  say  something  to  make  them 
laugh,  and  they  cannot  tell  what  it  was.  Just  get  a  good  solid  ha-ha,  and  they  cannot 
tell  what  it  was.  You  see,  the  blacks  out  in  the  country  are  very  different  from  what 
they  are  in  this  town. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  So  far  as  you  have  heard  an  expression  of  opinion,  do  you  think  the  people 
of  the  State  of  Alabama  would  be  disposed  to  take  away  negro  suffrage  if  they  hud 
the  power  of  doing  it  f 

Ansicer,  I  ^oi^'t  hardly  know  whether  they  would  ox  not  j  I  believe  they  would  not 
if  they  voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

Question,  Do  you  thihk  they  would  be  willing  to  allow  them  the  suffrage  f 

Answer.  I  believe  they  would,  if  they  voted  with  the  democratic  party.  I  know 
some  of  them  do  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  If  I  was  a  pretty  strong  democrat — I 
never  made  a  practice  of  telling  a  man  how  he  shall  vote,  and  never  have  since  I  came 
in  the  State,  black  or  white.  They  have  asked  me  many  a  time ;  I  would  say,  *•  I  am 
going  to  vote  so  and  so,  and  you  vote  as  you  please."  I  vote  as  I  think  is  right.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  I  was  a  prettj'  strong  democrat,  and  anxious  to  make  votes,  and  had 
liands  on  my  place,  and  told  them,  like  most  of  them  have  told  them,  that  they  must 
vote  the  democratic  ticket  or  get  out  of  this,  I  think  they  would  be  apt  to  vote  that 
way. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  You  think  that  has  been  said  to  them  in  this  part  of  the  State  T 
Answer,  1  am  pretty  sure  about  that. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  If  the  negroes  were  left  to  their  own  free  choice,  have  you  any  idea  that 
any  of  them  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Anstcer.  I  think  about  one  in  a  million  would— just  about.  They  have  got  a  good 
deal  of  sense,  and  still  they  have  not  got  good  sense  either. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  They  all  feel  that  the  republican  party,  in  its  policy  and  measures^  has  been 
friendly  to  them  f 
Answer,  They,  all  of  them,  think  of  Lincoln  as  a  great  man. 
Question,  They  entertain  about  the  same  opinion  of  Grant,  do  they  not  f 
Answer,  They  run  back  to  Lincoln  more.tban  they  do  to  Grant. 
Qneslion,  'I hat  is  natural,  is  it  not,  situated  as  they  were  I  .    C^r\r^n]t> 

Answer,  Yes.  .itizedby^OOgie 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Qneation.  Do  you  find  yourself  in  any  way  slighted  by  tl>o  native  population  of 
Alabama  ou  account  of  being  a  nojrtbem  man  ? 

Answer.  They  did  slight  us  a  good  deal;  I  didn't  feel  it  so  much,  because  I  was 
around  all  tho\vliile ;  but  the  women  folks  did.  The  first  settlement  wo  settled  in 
was  not  a  good  neighborhood.  Wo  have  got  into  a  very  good  neighborhood  now,  and 
I  don't  know  but  that  we  are  used  as  well  as  anybody. 

Queation,  What  did  the  women  complain  oft 

Answer.  Nobody  would  come  to  see  them  ;  nobody  at  all. 

Question.  Because  they  were  from  the  North  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  That  social  proscription  has  passed  away,  you  think  T. 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  the  last  year  has  made  a  great  deal  of  diffcrenoe,  I  don't  know 
as  they  are  much  to  blame  for  it.  You  see  they  have  always  lived  right  here.  Their 
leading  men  had  g^one  off,  and  were  well  vei'sed  in  all  sections  of  the  country,  perhaps 
better  than  any  of  the  leading  men  we  ha<l  in  the  North.  I  guess  they  had  more  money 
and  more  time  to  spend,  and  I  think  they  understood  things  first  rate.  But  the  grent 
mass  of  the  planters  that  owned  the  land  staid  at  home  all  the  time ;  they  just  visited 
their  kinfolks  and  neighbors,  and  were  not  used  t^)  seeing  men.  I  have  lived  in  Illi- 
nois and  Iowa.  Sometimes  I  would  meet  what  we  call  a  Yankee  there,  coming  from 
Eastern  States.  When  he  came  out  to  us  his  ways  were  altogether  different  from  west- 
ern people's  ways.  They  are  more  like  southern  people  than  what  we  called  Yankef«9 
in  the  six  Eastern  States.  These  people  here  had  lived  here  so  long  together,  and  not 
had  any  emigration,  that  when  a  stranger  came  among  them  it  was  to  them  like  going 
to  the  circus.  When  I  first  came  here  1  drove  my  own  team.  I  thought  I  could  drive 
it  as  well  as  any  negro,  aud  sometimes  I  would  have  two  or  three  negroes  in  the  wagou 
behind ;  but  I  shbuUrkave  been  on  a  horse  riding  before  or  beside  and  had  the  negroes 
driving  j  that  would  have  been  the  style.  So  when  I  would  drive  my  team  in  this  way, 
the  people  would  turn  around  as  they  passed  and  gawk  at  me  like  I  was  circus.  Now 
they  ai-e  all  driving  their  own  teams  themselves. 


HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  October  14. 1871.. 

JOHN  H.  WAGER  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Please  to  state  your  residence  and  occupation. 

Answer.  Huntsville,  Alabama ;  agent  and  disbursing  officer  of  the  Freedmen's  Bu- 
reau. 

QuesiioH.  When  did  you  come  to  Alabama  f 

Answer.  I  came  to  Alabama  in  September,  1865. 

Question.  In  what  capacity  t 

Answer.  As  a  private  citizen. 

Question.  How  long  after  that  did  you  become  connected  with  tlie  Freedmen's  Bu- 
reau ! 

Anstcer.  I  entered  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  as  a  clerk  for  Colonel  Edwin  Beecher  in 
May,  1867. 

Question.  Have  you  been  connected  with  the  Bureau  ever  siuce  t 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  what  point  have  yon  been  stationed  T 

Ansujer.  I  was  stationed  at  Montgomery  until  about  the  last  of  September,  and  then 
I  was  ordered  up  to  Athens,  Alabama. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  September  of  what  year  t 

Answer.  September,  1868 ;  and  in  February,  1869, 1  was  ordered  here,  and  have  been 
here  ever  since.    I  came  here  the  1st  of  February,  1869. 
Question.  Did  you  marry  South  t 
Anstcer,  I  married  a  lady  of  Elmore  County,  Alabaina. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Have  you  ever  had  any  exi>erience  with  the  Ku-Klux  Klanf 
Answer.  No  personal  experience  since  1868.    They  never  interfered  with  me  person- 
ally.   When  1  was  on  a  visit  to  my  father-in-law,  in  Elmore  County,  Alabama,  one 
Sunday  night,  they  took  my  horse  out  and  disfigured  it  very  much.    They  slit  his  ear??, 
nut  a  piece  of  the  ear  off  and  then  doubled  it  up  and  slit  it  down  so  as  to  make  it  stand 
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in  the  shape  of  a  V,  and  they  cut  all  the  hair  off  of  his  tail  and  mane,  and,  I  suppose, 
evidently  intended  to  cut  tho  horse's  throat,  for  there  was  a  deep  ^ash  on  the  right  side  of 
the  neck,  as  if  they  had  cnt  it  and  the  horsd  had  flinched,  so  that  instead  of  striking 
the  jngular  vein,  it  slipped  over  on  the  muscles  of  the  neck.    I  never  got  any  word — 
never,  of  course,  saw  any  of  the  people  there  who  did  it.    They  sent  word  to  me  that 
if  they  caught  me  in  that  section  of  the  country  again  they  would  do  the  samo  thing 
to  me,  and  I  left.    That  was  about  the  2(Jth  of  September,  1868,  just  before  I  canio 
here;  at  all  events,  it  was  in  the  latter  part  of  September. 
QuesHen.  What  reason  have  you  for  supposing  that  this  was  done  by  the  Ku-Klux  ? 
Answer.  Well,  they  were  very  much  opposed  to  my  wife  receiving  my  attentions. 
QitesUm,  That  was  before  you  were  married  ? 

Anmcer,  No,  sir ;  this  was  after  I  was  married ;  and  when  I  came  up  here  to  North 
Alabama  whenever  her  father  would  leave  home,  some  of  these  men  dressed  in  Ku-Klux 
disguises  would  come  to  tho  window  and  tap  on  the  window  and  stick  up  their  heads. 
They  did  that  three  or  four  times  while  I  was  away. 
Qntttion.  What  did  they  say  t 

Anwicr,  They  would  not  say  anything.    It  was  just,  I  snppose,  to  devil  them. 
Que^iioH,  They  showed  their  heads  with  their  disguises  on  ? 
Aimver,  Yes,  sir. 

Qttf9tion,  Did  they  ever  send  you  any  notice  beside  the  one  you  speak  oft 
An»fO€r,  No,  sir,  but  that  rumor;  that  was  what  was  told  mo  by  persons  liv:v^ 
in  that  neighborhood.    That  was  the  current  rumor  there.    My  wilb  told  me  after 
w:unls  that  persons  came  to  see  her  and  said  that  was  the  rumor  through  the  country, 
that  if  I  ever  came  back  there  they  would  treat  me  in  the  way  they  had  treated  iny 
hofae ;  but  I  bad  been  visiting  here  quite  a  while  before  that,  and  they  never  inter- 
fered with  me.    In  fact,  I.never  saw  any  of  the  citizens  or  men  of  tho  country. 
Que9fUm»  Is  this  the  only  personal  experience  with  the  Ku-Klux  you  have  had  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  all. 

Qwati4m.  Stated  Jiether,  as  agent  of  the  Freed  men's  Bureau,  you  have  collected  any 
facts  relative  to  the  outrages  committed  upon  colored  peo{)le  by  tho  Ku-Klux  Klau  ? 

JjiMcer.  About  the  time  that  I  came  to  Athens  the  functions  of  tho  Bureau  as  a  pro- 
tection to  the  colored  people  had  ceased  in  the  State.    While  at  Athens  they  used  to 
come  to  me — those  that  had  been  whipped  and  annoyed  by  these  men— but  I  have  iu> 
record  of  anything  that  was  done  there.    I  always  referred  them  to  the  civil  authoritien. 
Question.  How  numerous  were  the  complaints  made  to  you  f 

Answer,  They  were  very  frequent.  .Sometimes  I  would  have  as  many  as  two  or  thret^ 
a  week,  where  they  were  whipped  for  this  thing  and  another ;  they  did  not  know  what. 
Several  outrages  were  committed  in  that  county,  but  the  whipping  and  cutting-of  the 
boy  Blair,  and  several  H>ther8, 1  furnished  statements  of  to  General  Crawford  after 
they  occurred. 

Question,  Have  yon  kept  a  memorandum  of  the  outrages  committed  since  you  have 
come  to  this  place — Huutsville? 

Ansuxr:  I  have  kept  a  kind  of  a  memorandum  when  anybody  came  to  me.  I  thought 
the  best  way  to  do,  where  the  outrages  were  of  a  very  serious  nature,  was  to  write 
their  statements  out  and  have  them  sworn  te,  either  before  Judge  Douglsiss,  probat43 
jndge,  or  tho  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  and  some  copies  of  these  I  kept  and  gave  to 
Mr.  Lakin,  and  some  copies  I  forwarded  to  General  Crawford.  Most  of  tho  valuable 
lestimony  I  had  I  transferred  to  General  Crawford's  hands,  in  the  shape  of  afQdavits. 
In  1869  a  woman  was  wTiipped  in  Lauderdale  County,  and  very  badly  abused  by  som«! 
men.  *  That  was  the  only  case  I  know  of  where  the  civil  authorities  took  hold  and 
arrested,  until  lately ;  until  last  summerj  but  they  drove  her  out  of  the  countv by 
some  means  or  other,  and  she  is  now  in  Hnntsville,  and  of  course  she  was  not  able  to 
appear  before  the  parties  as  a  witness*  They  were  ari'ested  by  the  sheriff  and  bound 
over,  I  think,  for  appearance  before  the  grand  jury.  That  is  the  usual  mode  of  doing 
here;  they  bind  them  over  for  the  action  of  the  grand  jury. 

Qitesii&n:  Yon  may  give  the  committee  a  statement  of  such  cases  as  you  have  mad»? 
memoranda  of,  refreshing  your  memory  by  your  memoranda. 

Answer,  [consulting  memorandum.]  I  nave  a  list  of  men  that  reported  the  doings 
of  these  so-called  Ku-Klux  to  them.    A  great  many  of  them  were  made,  by  threats,  to 
give  up  their  guns.    I  made  a  memorandum  of  them. 
Question.  Go  on  and  give  the  stutcment  of  them. 

Answer.  Marshall  Strong  states  that  in  October,  1869,  some  men  in  disguise  came  to 
his  house  at  night,  and  demanded  a  Springfield  rifle,  which  he  gave  to  them.  They 
nsed  threats— -threatening  to  whip  him  if  he  did  not  deliver  it  up.  Timone  Bell  re- 
ports the  same  fact  in  the  fall  of  1868. 

By  Mr.  Bucki.ey  : 

Question.  Do  yon  recollect  where  these  parties  lived  ?  (^  i=\r\cs]o 

Anstver.  Some  of  them  I  have  seen  since  the  committee  have  b^teehdrds-^T^Wj^lMt 

know  but  they  might  need  their  presence,  and  I  got  their  residence.    Marshall  Strong  I 

saw,  and  he  told  mo  his  residence  was  at  Theo.  Mayhew's. 
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Question,  I  only  asked  for  the  countv  T 

Answer,  Well,  Madisou  Coantv.  These  cases  are  all  in  Madison  Connty.  Caleb 
lieasley  was  beaten  over  the  head  by  men  in  disguise,  and  his  wife  very  badly  whipped. 
Both  in  the  fall  of  1868. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  What  was  his  offense  f 

Answer,  Well,  he  said  he  did  not  know  what  it  was  for.  Sometimes  they  told  them 
it  was  for  "  sassing"  the  white  folks,  and  for  this  and  that  thing. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Qu^tion,  Where  did  Caleb  Beasley  live  f 

Answer,  He  told  me  he  lived  at  Kelley's  Springs.  I  made  a  brief  memorandmn  of 
\ty  and  as  near  as  I  can  get  it  it  is  Kelley's  Springs. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Go  on  with  your  statement. 

Answer,  James  Rice ;  men,  by  threats  of  whipping,  made  him  give  up  his  gun, 

Ben  Hammond ;  men  in  diss^uiso,  in  the  fall  of  1868,  took  his  gun.  They  said  if  he 
wonld  vote  for  Seymour  and  Blair  tboy  would  give  it  back  to  him.  He  said  he  would 
not.  They  said,  "If  we  catch  you  coming  from  the  election  you  had  better  be  in  hell ! " 
.  Henry  Stewart ;  in  September,  1868,  by  threats  was  made  to  give  up  his  gun  by  men 
in  disguise. 

Charles  Gamer  was  compelled  to  give  up  his  gun. 

Randall  Hayden  and 

Henry  Dawins— I  do  not  know  how  to  spell  that  last  name ;  I  think  that  is  the  negro 
way  of  pronouncing  some  other  name.  He  complained  of  their  taking  his  gun.  They 
came  to  him  again  and  threatened  to  whip  him  for  complaining. 

Question,  By  *'  thoy  "  do  you  mean  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  men  in  disguise.  ' 

Question,  Did  they  come  in  parties  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  sometimes  a  dozen,  sometimes  only  four  or  ^'^e, 

James  Locket ;  in  the  fall  of  18G8;  they  came  and  made  him  give  up  his  gun ;  and 

Jerry  Gamer,  too. 

QucstioTi,  What  was  the  case  of  Jerry  Gamer  t 

Answer,  They  threatened  him  and  demanded  his  gun,  and  he  gave  it  up  to  them. 

Also  Wesley  Adkins. 

Que3tion,  What  was  his  case  T  ^ 

Ansioer.  Men  in  disguise,  my  memorandum  is,  threatened  him  and  made  him  give  up 
his  gun.  Of  course,  I  just  made  this  memorandum  from  what  I  had.  It  states  by 
threats  that  they  would  whip  them  if  they  did  not  do  it. 

Monroe  Ford  bad  to  give  up  his  gun  in  the  fall  of  1868. 

William  Ford  was  wbipped  by  them,  and  . 

Washington  Ford. 

Question.  Was  he  whipped  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,  they  took  his  gun  from  him  ; 

Also  Roland  Ford :  by  threats  lie  was  made  to  give  up  his  guns. 

William-  Peyton ;  he  reported  that  men  in  disguise  took  his  gun  and  beat  him  be- 
cauBC  he  had  been  a  soldier.  I  do  not  remember  anybody  in  this  section  of  the  countzy 
named  Peyton,  and  I  think  the  name  must  be  Fatten.  They  came  there  after  him  sev- 
eral times. 

Question.  Had  he  been  in  the  Union  Army  t 

AnswiT,  Ho  said  he  had  been  a  soldier  in  the  Union  Army. 

Mat  Hammond ;  in  the  fall  of  luGS  men  in  disguise  demanded  and  took  his  gun. 

George  Lawler ;  in  1868  men  in  disguise  demanded  and  took  his  gun. 

William  Vincent  j  in  the  fall  of  1^  was  taken  out  of  his  house  and  whipped  by 
men  in  disguise. 

Thomas  Kegney  was  taken  out  of  his  house  and  whipped  by  men  in  disguise  in  tbe 
fall  of  1868. 

Question.  Does  that  exhaust  the  list  of  1868? 

Answer.  Except  some  cases  which  I  stated  occurred ;  I  believe  Mr.  Lakin  had  some 
of  the  cases,  and  also  General  Crawford  has  some. 

Qitestion,  Those  are  cases  that  you  have  not  given  an  account  oft 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  think  I  have  given  an  account  of  them. 

Question,  Were  these,  in  all  cases,  colored  men  whose  g^ns  were  taken  from  themt 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  who  were  whipped  f 

Ansica',  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  These  instances  all  occurred  in  Madison  County  f 


Ansfcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Proceed  with  the  cases  occurring  in  1869. 
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Auwer.  John  Clarke ;  in  the  fall  of  1869  men  in  disf^ee,  by  threaia,  took  bia  gnu 
fmm  hinu    There  was  a  white  man.  aa  it  was  reported  to  me,  by  the  name  of  Doagh* 
trtf,  was  hung  in  the  north  part  or  the  coanty  in  the  fall  of  16U);  a  Union  man. 
Question,  Was  ho  killed  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  huog  until  he  was  deatk    That  was  the  mmor  all  throngh  that 
section  of  country. 
QueflioJi,  Was  it  re|>ortod  that  ho  was  hung  by  men  in  disguiso  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  by  men  in  disguise. 

Question,  Did  you  uodorstand  what  ofibuse  was  impnted  to  him  t 
Answer.  I  did  not.    John  Leslie,  at  Doctor  Beasley^s,  where  he  was  living,  was  shot 
at  by  men  in  disguise  in  September,  1B69,  and  told  that  if  he  ever  reported  the^  would 
kill  him.    That  was  in  the  uight.    Ho  bad  to  leave  his  home  and  remained  in  town 
Ifae  balance  of  the  year. 
Question,  Was  he  a  colored  man  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Proceed  with  your  statement. 

Answer.  Edmund  Miller ;  in  the  fall  of  1889  men  in  disguise  took  his  gun. 
Peter  McCrary ;  men  in  disguise  took  his  gun  in  the  fall  of  1H69. 
Hensley  Miller;  men  in  disguise  took  his  gan  from  him  in  the  fall  of  18C9. 
Thomas  Sle<lgo;  men  in  disguise  took  his  gun  from  him. 

Woodward  Leslie ;  in  the  spring  of  18G9  men  in  disguise  took  his  gun  and  pistol 
from  him. 

Dan  Vicks  stated  that  men  in  disguise  came  to  his  house,  hunting  for  him,  they  said, 
to  kill  him.    They  wanted  his  gun  ;  and  he  told  mo  that  for  a  long  time  ho  had  to 
rtay  out  in  the  woo<l8.    lie  was  afL-aid  to  sleep  in  the  house  at  night. 
Question.  When  di:l  that  oc<;ur  f 
Answer.  That  was  in  the  summer  of  1860. 

Frank  Robinson  says  that  in  the  fall  of  18G9,  ore  Saturday  nighty  men  in  disguise 
came  to  his  house  and  made  him  give  up  his  gun.  They  came  four  times  in  one  week 
after  him.  He  had  to  sleep  out  of  doors  and  was  afraid  to  stay  in  his  house  for  a 
month. 

Joe  Locket  was  whipped  by  men  in  disguise,  ten  or  fifteen  in  number,  he  stated. 
Tbey  tie<l  him  and  whipped  him  and  took  his  gun. 
QuesUon.  When  was  that? 

Answer.  That  was  in  March,  18P9,  as  he  reported  it  to  mo.  ^ 
'      Anthony  Bone;  they  took  a  gun  away  from  him  in  1869,  and  another  in  Febmary, 
1870.    They  l)eat  him  over  the  head  with  a  pistol  because  he  did  not  give  up  his  gun 
^hen  they  first  demanded  it.    That  was  the  reason.    He  told  me  ho  gave  up  his  gun 
tbe  last  time. 
Qwfsiion,  Was  this  done  by  men  in  disgnlso  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  As  1  stilted,  all  these  facts  were  reported  to  have  been  done  by 
men  in  disguise. 

George  Till iusg worth,  in  the  fall  of  1870,  was  visited  by  men  in  disgoise  who  de- 
manded and  took  his  gun. 
Ring  Barrett ;  in  January,  1870,  men  in  disgniso  demanded  and  took  his  gun. 
Peter  Acklyn  ;  men  in  dii^^nise  demandetl  and  took  his  gun  and  pnt  a  rope  around 
his  neck  and'huiig  him ;  I  think  he  said  because  hu  was  a  soldier.    My  memorandum. 
Mvf*,  "  Was  a  soldier." 
Kathan  Carter  states  that  in  January,  1870,  men  in  disguise  took  his  ftiui. 
Tiwone  Ik»lJ  reported  that  in  .January,  1870,  they  took  another  gnu  from  him. 
Ocorge  Old ;  men  in  disguise  demanded  and  took  his^^un. 

Peter  Hortou  ;  men  in  ilisguise  demande<l  and  took  his  gun  from  him.  ^ 

I      William  Miller;  in  January,  1870,  they  demaud<'d  and  took  his  gun. 

Isaac  Crotcher;  in  September,  lb70,  men  in  disguise  demanded  and  took  his  gnu  and 
told  him  if  he  did  not  vote  for  the  democrats  they  would  hang  him.    It  was  reported 
to  me— not  by  the  woman  herself— of  a  woman  nametl 
Maria  Terry  ;  that  men  in  disgnise  demanded  and  took  a  gim  from  her. 
Randall  Hayden  reported  that  the  Ku-Klux  yrero  at  Mr.  Pickens's  about  August,  1870. 
They  came  there  riding. 
Question.  What  did  they  do  T 

Answer.  They  Just  rode  aiound  among  them  to  let  them  know  that  tliey  were  still  in 
existence. 
Question.  Go  on  with  yonr  statement. 

Answer.  John  and  Daniel  McMahan,  who  had  been  soldiers 

QnesHon,  White  or  colored  men  f 
Answer.  Colored  men. 
QusBtion.  What  did  they  report  to  yon  t 

Answer.  That  in  May,  1870,  tbe  Ku-Rlux  got  after  them  about  going  to  tbe  ratifica- 
tion of  tbe  fifteenth  amendment  that  waa  held  at  Huntsville,  ami  then  demaoded  their 
gnot,  aod  Dan  shot  at  them,  and  I  understood  firom  him  that  they  wounded  one  of 

59  a 
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tlMm.  He  had  to  be  carried  away,  and  tfaey  ran  off  and  left  them.  Be^re  that  thoj' 
had,  I  Boppose,  a  little  fomlade  there.  They  shot  at  and  drove  off  a  negro  Darned  Corey 
Laney,  ^ho  was  there  at  the  place. 

Joseph  inning ;  in  Jannary,  1870,  men  in  dlsgoiae  came  and  broke  down  the  tfoor 
of  his  house.  He  got  out  orthe  window,  and  they  shot  at  him.  He  had  to  leave  there, 
and  lost  all  his  crop  and  work  for  1870.  There  was  a  report  made  to  me  at  the  time— 
in  Jane,  1870, 1  think  it  was— of  a  oolored  boy  being  hang,  tip  in  the  north  part  of  the 
county.  The  way  I  understood  it  was,  he  was  taken  by  msguised  men  aa  he  was  com- 
ing firom  church  on  Sunday  night,  and  the  next  morning  be  was  found  hauglng  to  a 
tree. 

QueHUm,  Did  you  understand  what  he  was  hung  for  ? 

Jnstcer,  There  were  all  kinds  of  rumors  in  regard  to  it,  but  I  never  could  find  oat 
definitely  what  it  was  for. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  What  was  his  name  t 
Answer.  I  do  not  remember  his  name. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qtiesiioii.  Was  there  any  doubt  about  the  fact  of  bis  beipg  hung  f 
Answer,  There  was  no  doubt  about  that  fact. 
Question,  And  by  disguised  men  T 
Anmoer,  That  was  the  undei-standing  at  the  time. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  ; 
Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  it  contradicte<l  t  ^ 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  that  I  did.  Those  papers  here,  I  think,  never  pub- 
lished any  notice  of  it.    They  very  rarely  put  anything  of  the  kind  in  the  paper. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Are  you  speaking  of  the  democratic  paper  t 

Answer,  Well,  all  of  them.  They  rarely  refer  to  those  things;  they  rarely  refer  to 
these  outrages. 

Wiley  Strong  reported  to  me  in  December,  1870,  that  two  men  came  to  his  house*  I 
think  I  sent  a  statement  of  the  facts  in  his  case  to  Ganeral  Crawford. 

Qtuesiion,  What  were  the  particulars  of  his  case  f  < 

Answer,  He  reported  to  me  that  the  Ku-Klux  came  there— some  two  man— and  bn^e 
into  the  house.  They  ^qtq  having  a  dance,  and  he  was  shot,  and  they  drove  ^he  4ial- 
ance  of  the  men  out  and  ravished  two  women.  I  have  seen  the  women,  and  qooveia^ 
with  them.  They  also  killed  a  man.  That  was  supposed  to  be  done  by  two  mmwi  by 
the  name  of  Yiokers  and  Hill. 

Question,  When  did  it  occur  T 

Ansmer,  I  think  it  was  the  3d  of  December,  1870.    That  is  my  memos^adnm. 

Question,  In  what  part  of  the  county  is  that  f 

Answer,  That  is  up  near  New  Market.  I  have  aeen  ^ese  two  women  and  the  widow 
of  the  man  that  was  shot— Henry  Clung,  I  think. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Who  was  it  supposed  to  have  been  done  by  t 
Answer,  The  rumor  was  that  it  was  done  by  two  men — ^Vickers  and  Hill. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Were  they  in  disguise  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  in  disguise. 

Question,  You  say  you  have  convei-sed  with  the  women  f 

Ansiver,  Yos,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  verify  the  fact  that  they  had  been  ravished  t 

Anfnrer,  Yes,  sir ;  both  of  them  stated  that  fact  to  me  ;  that  they  bad  been  raviafaed 
by  these  men. 

Question  What  was  Clung  killed  or  shot  for  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir.  The  negroes  wore  having  a  little  danco  at  the  boose, 
they  told  mo,  and  these  men  rushed  in  on  them.  Some  of  the  men,  I  understood,  re- 
siated  them,  and  they  drove  them  out,  and  then  ravished  these. two  women.  The 
women  stated  that  fact  to  me. 

Frank  Betts  lives  at  Mr.  Mastin's.  In  April,  1870,  men  in  disguise  Uiok  thrfte  guns 
from  him. 

John  Clark^in  the  spring  of  1870,  was  taken  out  of  his  house  and  whipped  h^  men 
in  di^uise. 

William  Steele ;  his  mother  reported  the  fact  to  me  that  men  in  di^jjaxBa  took  him 
ont  and  hung  him  by  the  neck  for  quite  a  time.  They  did  not  kill  him— pat  a  rope 
around  his  neck  and  inning  him  up,  and  kept  him  there  for  some  time. 
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Qutttkm.  What  was  his  offence  T 

jMtwtr.  He  said  ho  did  not  know  what  it  wae  for. 

Quet^^.  How  many  men  were  concerned  in  that  outrage  f 

Ammer,  I  do  not  remember,  sir,  the  numt^er.    I  do  not  Know  that  he  told  me. 

Eiyah  Townsend  ^  men  in  disguise  took  his  gon  in  the  summer  of  1870,  and  Williau 
Jooes  at  the  same  tune  was  whipped  by  these  men  in  disuse. 

Gilbert  Acklyn,  in  the  fall  of  1&70,  was  visited  by  men  m  di^uiae,  who  took  hisjguiEi 
fi^onbim;  also  Philip  Acklyu.  Men  in  dif^ise  demanded  and  took  their  guns  m>m 
Cbem. 

Matt.  Hammond  reports  that  last  spring,  1870,  ho  received  a  letter  sent  to  him  by  the 
Kq-KIqx  ordering  him  to  leave  his  home,  and  stating  that  he  should  not  live  within 
twenty  miles  or  he  should  be  hung.    It  was  reported  to  me  that  a  colored  man  named 

John  Kemp,  in  the  fall  of  1870,  in  coming  to  town  with  his  team,  with  some  cotton, 
was  taken  in  the  day-time  and  beaten  by  men  iu  disguise. 

William  Jones;  iu  February,  1870,  the  Ku-IClux,  as  he  called  them,  made  him  give 
up  his  gun,  and  caught 

John  Jones  at  the  same  time  and  whipped  him.  He  reports  that  his  wife  was  Iving 
8ick  iu  bed,  on  her  death-bed,  and  these  men,  to  scare  her  and  make  her  toll  where 
Jones  was,  shot  their  pistols  off  over  her  as  she  was  lying  iu  bed.  The  brother  of  Wil- 
liam Gravit  reported  to  me  that  iu  March,  1870, 

William  Gravit,  when  he  was  sick  in  bed,  was  taken  out  by  the  Ku-Klux  and  chased 
tbrongh  the  wet.  He  said  they  6aught  him  and  were  going  to  whip  him.  This  brother 
that  reported  the  fact,  aud  some  of  his  friends,  follow^  them.  They  saw  them  coming 
and  left  the  boy.  He  hiis  siuce  died  ;  he  died  a  month  or  two  after  that.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  chasing  and  the  taking  of  him  out  of  bed  was  the  cause  of  his  death 
or  not  I  asked  that  question,  aud  the  boy  said  he  did  not  know.  He  got  up  after  his 
sick  spell,  but  was  taken  sick  again  and  died. 

Calvin  W^ker,  in  the  spring  of  1870,  was  taken  oat  and  whipped  by  men  in  disguise. 

John  Bone,  Jim  Bone,  and  I^njamiu  Derrick  re])orted  that  men  in  disguise  demanded 
and  took  their  guns  from  each  of  them  iu  the  fall  of  1870,  and  at  the  same  time  they 
whipped  Wesley  Tucker. 

Jesse  Miller  reported  that  men  in  disguise  took  his  gun  in  February,  1870.  It  was 
reported  to  me  by  the  wife  of 

Charles  Bums,  that  men  in  disguise  hunted  for  Aaron  Tate  in  July^  1870,  and  Aaroa 
escaped,  and  they  shot  her  husband  in  the  back  and  arm. 

Edward  Leslie  reported  to  me  that  men  iu  disguise  took  his  snn  in  August,  and  it 
was  reported  to  me  that  three  colored  men  were  whipped  a^  Jaekson  Steel's  plaee,  and 
0B6  of  them  shot. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  In  August  of  this  year  T 

^iMK-er.  Yes,  sir ;  Angost,  1871. 

QaestioiL  Were  they  whipped  by  men  in  disguise! 

Anncer.  Yes,  sir.  Besides  these,  there  are  two  or  three  cases  of  notoriety  that  were 
reported  to  me.  I  did  not  make  any  memorandum  here.  This  negro,  William  Hen- 
derson, reported  to  me  the  facts  of  his  case ;  also  Mr.  Weir's  ease,  in  Limeet<me  County, 
was  reported  to  me,  and  a  man  named  William  Bryant,  that  was  whipped  down  in 
Walker  County,  was  reported.  '  I  believe  the  district  attorney  had  these  cases  in  hand. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QufsHon,  The  other  eases  you  hurve  been  giving  heretofore,  I  understand;  occurred  in 
Madisou  County  f 

Amskct,.  Yes,  sir ;  all  of  them.  There  has  been  considerable  disturbance  in  Morgan 
County. 

Qu€9(hn,  Have  you  any  memorandum  of  them  f 

An$w>cr.  I  have  some  few  memorandums  of  Morgan  County. 

Queetiim,  Give  us  the  cases  f 

Anncer.  1  furnished  General  Cmwford  some  of  the  cases,  or  rather  tho  governor  of 
Alabama — then  Governor  Smith— of  some  outrages  that  wore  committed  there,  aud  ho 
employed  an  attorney  to  look  after  them  ;  but  I  do  not  think  anything  was  done.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  grand  jury  ever  found  bills. 

Euth  Chapman  reported  to  me  that  men  in  disguise  whipped  her  and  struck  her 
over  the  head  with  a  pistol.  6ho  has  the  scar.  I  do  not  remember  now  which  side  of 
the  face  or  head.    That  was  in  the  spring  of  1670. 

&i«Km  Bush  and  Keeiab  Bush,  two  men,  reported  to  me  that  they  were  whipped  in 
the  spring  of  1&70.  There  was  a  oolored  man  at  the  same  time  who  was  killed,  I 
itkik,  OB  the  iMKt  plantation,  by  the  name  of  Williams,  and  they  shot  another  man. 
I  saw  8im«n  and  Keslah.  This  ot^er  man  was  shot  in  the  arm.  I  disremember  hn 
UMnenow.    1  think  it  was  in  April.  (^r^r^ri]r> 

QtmHen,  In  what  yean  was  thatt  Digitized  by  ^^(JO^lL 

Anmotr.  In  18T0.    A  colored  man  calling  himself  George  Washington  Holliday  j  mer 
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in  disguise  came  to  his  mothcr*6 honsc,  where  ho  was;  got  into  the  house  and  took  him 
a  prisouer,  hut  he  knocked  them  down  and  escapexl.  They  left  word  with  his  mother 
for  him  to  leave  there  by  ten  o'clock  Monday  morning.  This  was  in  April,  IrtTl.  lie 
ha<l  iKjen  aHoklier,  and  remained  North  after  tho  war;  returned  in  Fo-bniary»  1871,  to 
see  hi«  mother  and  sisters.  General  Crawford  haH  a  Btatenicnt  from  him,  1  think;  I 
took  his  affidavit  and  sent  hini  down  to  Mr.  Day  to  try  to  have  them  prosecuted,  hut  I 
do  not  know  what  Mr.  Day  did;  I  never  have  heard  from  Mr.  Day  the  rosnlt  of  it,  I 
know  the  man  staid  here  a  wo<dt  or  ten  days,  waiting  to  see  if  they  could  <!o  anything, 
and  f^ot  tired  and  went  back  North.  I  think  he  was  living  in  cither  Wiscouaia  or 
Michigan. 

QucHlmu  Was  he  a  v/hito  man  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  a  colored  man.  Ho  had  been  a  soldier.  They  afterwanl,  I  nndcr- 
6too<l,  wliippwl  his  sister,  and  abused  her  very  much.  In  Jackson  County,  at  Steven- 
son, t  here  id  a  community  (I  suppose  that  Mr.  Lakin  reported  that  fact) of  some  Boeiety 
from  Pittsburgh  that  bought  some  ground  thei-o  and  put  some  negroes  upon  it;  that 
it  sold  them  tho  lot 3,  and  they  were  to  pay  for  them  by  installments.  I  think  the 
FixM?dmen's  l]un:au  built  a  echool-house  and  donated  some  money.  That  was  bumt^  1 
think,  in  the  sunnner  of  1B68.  They  have  been  continually  the  mark  for  these  dis- 
guised men  to  annoy  and  worry. 

Question,  You  nujim  that  colony? 

Anstrir,  Yea,  sir ;  that  colony.  Tho  ladies  that  were  teaching  the  school  there  have 
sevend  times  written  to  me  letters,  asking  military  protection.  I  thmk  General  Craw- 
ford has  tho  letturs.  I  always  forwanlcd  them  to  him.  Lewis  Jackson  and  others, 
last  spring,  in  March,  were  arrested,  I  think,  on  suspicion  of  firing  into  seme  house. 
They  an'(!sUHl  these  men  there,  and  at  night  the  Ku-Klux  came  and  took  them  out  of 
a  stockade  they  had  been  put  in,  and  were  just  about  to  hang  them.  Their  friends 
telegraphed  up  here  to  General  Crawford,  and  he  at  once  sent  down  some  soldiers,  and 
that,  I  have  no  doubt,  saved  their  lives.  At  the  same  time  there  was  a  mau  named 
Sanniel  Lawler,  who  was  shot  by  tho  Ku-Klux.  The  people  from  Jaelcson  came  up 
here  by  car-loads  two  or  throo  days.  I  sapposo  there  were  one  hundred  of  them. 
They  lied  and  left  everything. 

Q»c8lio:t.  When  was  that  t 

Art4tite)'.  About  March,  1870.  Ei^ht  or  ten  of  them  are  still  in  town,  and  liave  not 
yet  gone  back.    Some  had  pigs  and  cows,  and  horses,  &c.,  and  Just  left  them  there. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question,  Did  you  know  them  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  1  have  seen  Lawler  and  Jackson  and  Sir  Daniel. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  How  far  is  that  from  Huntsvillo? 

Ansicer.  It  is  tho  terminus  of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  and  of  the 
Chattanooga  road. 

By  Mr.  Biickli:y  : 

Qnestion,  It  is  the  point  of  union  of  tho  two  roads — Stevenson,  Alabama? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  It  was  reported  to  mo  that  disguised  men  shot  and  killotl  Ked 
Larkiii  in  December,  ItJ/O,  and  shot  his  son,  but  did  hot  kill  him.  This  occurreil  at 
Larkinsvillc,  Jackson  Comity,  Alabama.  That  was  reported  to  me  by  Mr.  Latham, 
th<5  collector  of  the  Uuitetl  States  revenue. 

Question.  An  account  of  ,that  Larkiu  caso  was  pnblished  in  the  Democrat,  was  it 
not? 

Answer,  I  think  so.  I  see  the  Jackson  County  papers.  I  have  seen  a  dozen  accounts 
of  outrages* there  until  it  got  to  be  an  old  thing,  and  there  seemetl  to  l>o  no  way  of 
doing  anything  with  them,  and  I  quit  trying  to  do  anything  there.  The  widow  of 
Elliott  Fcarn  reported  to  me  that,  in  October,  IHC;),  her  husband  was  taken  from  his 
house,  and  the  next  morning  ho  was  found  riddled  with  bullets. 

By  Mr.  Blaiu: 

Question,  What  is  her  name  ? 

Ansivcr.  1  forget  her  name.  His  name  was  Elliott  Feat  on.  It  is  just  at  tho  edge  of 
Marshall  County.  She  was  so  excited  that,  even  two  or  three  months  aiterward  when 
I  saw  her,  she  could  not  tell  whether  the  men  were  in  disguise  or  not,  or  huw  tnany 
there  were.  I  sent  her  up  to  Marshall  to  have  the  county  pi*oseeuted  under  the  Kii-ICiax 
law.  The  solicitor  of  tho  county  promised  to  attend  to  the  matter.  I  do  not  kuow 
whether  he  has  ever  done  anything  or  not.  In  Lawrenco  County  it  was  re|)orted  to 
me  (and  I  referred  the  matti^r  to  General  Crawford)  that  some  men  threatened  Wash- 
ington McDaniel's  house,  and  he  got  some  of  his  friends  to  go  there.  The  Ku-Klux  in 
disguise  attacked  them.  It  was  reported  to  me  by  a  man  they  sent  up  with  a  letter 
%o  me,  to  ask  for  troops  for  protection.  They  had  killed  one  mau  and  woumled  auothor. 
I  referred  the  matter  to  General  Crawford,  and  also  called  Governor  Smith's  attention 
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to  it  when  he  was  down  trying  that  PatoDa  matter.    I  do  not  know  what  was  done, 
or  whether  anything  was  ever  done  about  it.    That  is  the  extent* <>£  my  memorandum. 

By  tho  Chairman  : 

QucsiioTL  State  whether  you  had  reason  to  bcUev-e,  at  tho  time  these  cases  were 
reported  to  you,  that  the  parties  tohl  tlie  truth. 

Anmcer.  I  think  they  did,  sir.    I  firmly  believe  that  they  told  the  truth. 

Qwatiion,  How  did  these  men  in  disguise  vary  in  numbers  at  the  commission  of  these 
outrages  f    State  the  maximum  and  minimum. 

Answer.  Sometimes  there  would  be  two  or  three ;  sometimes  a  dozen.  I  have  heard 
of  twenty-five,  thirty,  and  forty,  and  I  have  heard  of  one  or  two  occasions  where  there 
have  been  hundreds,  but  I  always  looked  upon  that  as  the  story  of  troops  who  \?ere 
excited. 

QuesUan.  You  think  they  were  exaggerated  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  like  this  thread-bare  subject  of  Judge  Thurlow's  death  here. 
Everybody  said  there  were  five  hundred  at  that  time.  I  saw  them  here,  and  I  feel 
confident  that  there  were  over  one  hundred,  for  I  counted  the  files  of  several — enough 
toshowmothattherewerooverone'hundred,  but  Iknewthat  there  were  nothiuglikolive 
hnndred.  In  Athens,  when  tho  ofiicers  began  to  take  their  positions  under  tho  Stute 
constitution.  Judge  Thurlow  told  me  he  mado  a  demand  upon  the  probate  judge  of 
that  county,  and  they  refused  to  give  him  up  the  ofiico;  and  when  Congrcas  pa^ed  a 
law  eaying  those  who  did  not  should  be  lined,  they  sent  for  him  to  corao  up  there.  He 
went  there  and  made  his  demand,  and  they  refused  to  give  it  to  him,  and  tho  night 
tiey  expected  him  back  they  expected  him  to  come  with  troops,  and  everj'body  t^ld 
mo  there  were  at  least  five  hundred  Ku-Klux  there,  and  when  the  train  arrived  from 
Decatur  they  rushed  down  to  it,  as  was  supposed  to  make  an  attack  on  Thnrlow  and 
whoever  was  there  to  protect  him ;  but  ho  was  not  there. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Qveetion.  How  many  Ku-Klux  were  there  ? 

Answer,  Everybody  said  there, were  five  hundred.  I  think  tho  gentleman  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  question  said  that  as  a  scare,  and  tho  other  side  eaid  it  fi*om  excite- 
ment and  fright.    I  suppose  there  were  about  two  hundred. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qitestion.  In  what  jrear  was  that  ? 

Anmver.  That  was  m  1868,  just  before  the  •fficc  was  given  up  to  his  possession.  Tlioy 
came  after  bim  once  after  that,  but  did  not  get  him.  He  was  sleeping  at  a  neighbor's 
house. 

(juestion.  Did  he  live  at  Athens  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  was  running  a  plantation  down  near  Mooresville,  and  Iroarded  in 
Athene.  They  said  there  were  some  two  or  three  hnndred  of  them  there ;  they  called 
at  the  house  where  he  staid,  but  he  got  a  "  notice."  as  the  saying  is ;  he  told  me  that 
Bome  one  asked  him  -whete  he  was  living,  and  he  told  them ;  and  they  made  the 
remu-k,  "  You  had  better  change  your  abode,"  and  he  went  over  and  staid  at  another 
bouse  that  night,  and  they  did  not  find  him. 

By  Mr.  BucKUCY :  ♦ 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  any  disguised  men  in  Athens  while  you  were  there  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  -was  there  from  the  Ist  of  October,  1868,  until  the  Ist  of  February, 
1869.  1  eaw  twelve  men,  on  the  24th  of  October,  ride  into  town  about  10  o'clock ;  there 
were  twelve  of  them,  my  memorandum  states. 

By  Mr.  Rice: 

Question.  Do  you  mean  10  o'clock  in  the  day-time  ? 

Answer.  In  the  day-time.  They  had  a  flag,  or  rather  a  long  white  streamer  on  a 
pole,  trimmed  with  red.  They  were  dressed  in  a  very  fancy  costume.  When  I  first 
saw  them,  I  thought  they  were  in  advance  of  some  circus  company,  but  an  old  negro, 
who  was  livimic  in  the  country,  very  much  excited,  came  up  into  ray  office,  and  said  that 
was  the  Kn-Ivlux.  I  went  down  to  look  at  them.  I  saw  their  masks  on  their  faces. 
They  appeared  to  be  hail  fellow  well  met  with  the  citizens,  and  staid  there,  my  mem- 
orandum says^  over  two  hours. 

Question.  Did  you  see  them  on  any  other  occasion  t 

Answer.  I  aaw  them  on  the  day  of  the  presidential  election. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  then  T 

Answer.  Lieutenant  Lynch,  the  officer  in  command  of  the  troops,  came  into  my  office 
vcr^  much  excited.  I  asked  what  was  the  matter.  He  said,  "  Those  infernal  scoundrels 
had  the  aadacity  to  come  into  town,  and  asked  me  what  my  instructions  were."  He 
said  that  he  had  told  them  he  would  not  hold  any  intercourse  with  them,  and  for  them 
to  leave ;  and  he  asked  me  to  go  down.  He  asked  me  to  go  down  stairs  with  him.  He 
told  me,  going  down,  that  one  of  them  asked  him  if  he  would  hold  intercourse  wit? 
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them  through  tho  mayor,  and  his  remark  was,  "  I  will  have  nothiug  to  do  with  you 
one  way  or  tho  other."  That  is  it  as  near  as  I  can  remember.  This  fellow  in  disgaise 
then  went  off  and  saw  tho  mayor,  and  they  conversed  some  time.  Wo  got  down,  and 
then  they  came  back  and  rode  up  to  where  Lynch  and  I  were  standing.  I  supposed  he 
wanted  to  talk,  and  I  drew  to  one  side  and  went  back  to  my  office.  Lieutenant  Lynch 
told  me  the  follow  said,  "  We  found  out  from  tho  mayor  that  you  are  here  for  protec- 
tion, and  we  won't  stay  here.  It  is  all  right :  good-bye,"  or  something  of  that  kind,  and 
rode  in  tho  town,  around  the  court-house.  Tlie  court-house  is  situated  in  the  center  of 
the  town  of  Athens,  just  as  it  is  in  this  place.  They  were  from  the  northeast  corner. 
When  I  saw  them  they  were  there  in  tho  northeast  comer,  on  the  railroad. 

•     By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  How  strong  were  they  in  numbers  ? 

Anmrer.  Six  or  eight,  I  think ;  I  know  there  were  more  than  five. 

Question,  Were  they  mounted  and  armed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  did  not  see  that  they  had  arms  with  them  at  that  time;  if  they 
had,  they  were  concealed  about  their  persona ;  I  saw  them  once  afterward,  but  I  d©  not 
remember  what  date  it  was ;  they  were  in  the  town,  some  five  or  six  of  them ;  I  think  that 
"wae  some  of  the  boys  who  slipped  out  cf  town  in  the  afbemoon,  and  put  on  th«  din- 
gaises  and  came  in ;  but  they  used  to  be  riding  through  Athens  constantly  at  ntcbrt;  I 
ner^  saw  them,  fbr  1  had  no  occasion  to  go  out  at  night ;  I  did  not  know  whetheir  it 
was  safe,  and  kept  at  home  in  my  boarding-house. 

QueaHon,  You  have  given  the  committee  a  great  many  instances  of  ontragi^  in  Mtidi- 
«on,  Jackson,  Morgan,  and  Limestone  Counties.  I  wish  yon  to  state  to  the  ccymmitCee 
how  many  men,  if  any,  have  been  punished  for  these  outrages. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that  any  one  has  been  puniahed  in  this  regiott'  of 
conntry ;  I  have  had  parties  up ;  I  have  brought  them  in  town ;  sent  for  them  e6pe>- 
daily  before  the  grand  juries  of  this  county,  and  before  the  United  States  grand  Juries, 
and  I  have  yet  to  hear  of  the  first  one  being  punished.  I  also  sent  men  to  Jackson, 
Morgan,  and  Limestone  Counties,  and  to  Lauderdale  and  Lawrence.  Of  course,  after 
the  parties  complaining  went  into  the  grand  jury,  thsrt  is'the  end  of  my  information. 
The  negroes  would  come  to  me  very  frequently,  and  I  would  say  to  them  this :  "  Y<m 
understand  that  von  have  no  right  to  tell  me  what  takes  place  in  the  ^rand  Jury  room, 
or  anybody  else; "  and  I  have  not  heard  of  the  case  of  these  parties  being  arre^bed,  ex- 
cept m  two  caBP«  that  were  arrested  upon  indictment  of  the  United  States  grand  Jory 
for  the  maltreatment  of  this  boy,  William  iBlair,  and  for  the  beating  of  a  negro  preacher 
named  Dean  Reynolds,  over  in  Morgan  County. 

Question.  What  is  the  reason  that  the  law  has  not  been  enforced  against  these  menf 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  cannot  tell  you ;  I  have  been  at  the  sheriff  of  this  county  time 
and  again  to  exercise  his  authority,  and  he  would  say  this  to  me  :  **■  I  have  nobody  to 
protect  me." 

By  Mr.  Buckle v  : 

Question.  Is  it  not  very  dillieuU  to  iletect  the.crihiiuals  who  commit  these  offenses  in 
disguise  f 

An»wer.  It  is  hard,  of  course.  The  negroes  are  so  frightened  they  cannot  fell  in  many 
instances,  but  m  these  two  cases  that  I  speak  of,  parties  were  identified ;  these  are  the 
only  two  instances  that  I  know  of  in  which  tho  pa]*ties  were  arrested.  Some  tinio 
back,  hut  lately  in  the  United  States,  court,  through  the  energy  of  Judge  Minnis, 
flome  parties  have  been  arrest^nl  and  taken  up. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qttestion.  Has  there  at  any  time  been  an  canirst  effort  on  the  part  of  the  community 
to  bring  these  men  to  ju&tice  1 

Answer.  I  haven't  ever  seen  it. 

Question,  Suppose  the  community  had  set  their  faces  agoinst  those  vrimes,  and  made 
an  earnest  and  united  effort  to  prevent  them,  and  punish  them  wherever  they  occnired, 
could  they  have  been  preventetl  f 

Answer.  They  could.  I  forgot  to  mention  one  fact.  When  this  man  Bums  was  Bbot, 
some  gentlemen,  Mr.  Pickett  and  others,  down  at  Trianna  JStation,  did  make  an  effort, 
and,  I  believe,  had  the  parties  arrested  for  that;  that  was  in  this  county  ;  that  is  tho 
only  successful  effort  that  I  know  of  that  has  been  made.  They  made  a  great  fuss 
abont  aiTesting  tlicso  men,  Vickors  and  Hill,  but  it  never  amounted  to  anything.  I 
could  hear  of  the  men  being  every  day  rifijUt  where  these  parties  pretended  to  be  bant- 
ing for  them.  The  ncgroos  they  abused  came  to  mo  several  times,  and  wanted  to  know 
if  they  had  the  right  to  take  these  nion  up,  but  they  said  they  were. afraid,  after  they 
took  them,  to  bring  them  to  Huntsvillo,  but  if  they  could  got  white  men  there,  they 
would  take  them  and  deliver  them  over  to  them ;  but  they  were  afraid  themselves  to 
risk  bringing  them  the  distance  from  whore  they  would  take  them  to  this  place. 
When  1  was  in  Athena,  I  had  occasion  to  see  one  of  the  influential  men  thoro,  Mr.  Tao- 

er,  and  I  plead  and  bogged  him  to  set  his  face  against  these  outrages  and  come  out 
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againet  them.  1  told  him,  ^^If  you  and  men  like  you  will  do  this^  itr  will  all  stop  at 
ooce;"  but  he  "would  neither  eay  aye  nor  nothiug;  be  just  shook  his  head.  I  kncfvr 
very  well  that  if  the  leadiugmeu  in  this  town  woubl  eet  their  faces  agaiust  it^  it  would 
btop ;  but  they  are  do-nothings ;  they  say  nothing  as  far  as  I  know.  I  have  never  heard 
of  any  bdl  being  found  against  these  parties,  except  these  men,  Vickers  and  Uill,  but 
I  bave  sent  a  great  many  before  it. 

Question.  You  mean  before  the  grand  jury  ? 

Amwcr.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  sent  men  over  in  Morguu  eonuty,  and  Mr.  Brickie,  the  lawyer, 
md  be  would  see  that  the  men  got  before  the  grand  jury,  but  I  have  understood  that 
there  was  no  indictment  found  b^  the  grand  jury  at  that  term  of  court.  Afterward, 
or  jast  before,  a  bill  was  found  in  the  United  States  court  against  the  men,  and,  I 
think,  the  marshal  told  me  he  had  had  them  arrested  and  bound  over,  but  the^  have 
never  had  a  trial. 

iitu9lwn.  What  have  the  leading,  influential  men  in  the  community  been  in  the  habit 
of  saying  in  respect  to  these  outra^^  f 

Answer,  I  have  had  but  very  bttle  intercourse  with  the  influential  men  here,  my 
boaiDefienot  being  in  that  line ;  personally,  1  have  no  intercourse  witk  them,  and  I  have 
never  heard  them  say  anything. 

QuesUon.  Mr.  Wager,  it  has  been  said  by  witnesses  here  that  this  Eu-Klux  organiza- 
tioQ  was  dissolved  in  the  fall  of  1868.  Other  witnesses  say  in  the  summer  of  1869.  I 
will  ask  you  to  state  to  the  committee  your  opinion  as  to  whether  that  organization 
has  ever,  to  this  day,  been  disbanded  f 

Anmoer,  My  idea  of  the  disbaudment  is  this :  That  the  original  men  that  were  first 
led  into  the  Ku-Klux  organization  have  withdrawn,  but  the  same  organization,  or  the 
ittie  BMMle  of  treatment,  has  been  continued  by  these  men  in  disguise. 

QmftUm,  Do  you  mean  to  say  it  has  been  continued  down  to  the  present  time  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  that  the  action  of  the  Government  in  regard  to  the  North 
Cirolina  Ku-Klux  afiairs  there,  and  the  anticipation  of  this  committee  coming  down 
here,  has  stopped  any  demonstration  in  this  county.  It  has  been  my  experience  that 
the  Ku-Klux  always  remain  quiet  during  what  is  called  the  planting  season— that  is, 
the  time  of  putting  the  crop  in  the  ground— and  remain  so  until  the  time  they  call 
'^layipg  by*the  crop,"  and  then  they  would  commence  again,  and  so  on,  until  the  time 
to  pat  the  crop  in  the  ground  again,  or  make  preparations  f<ir  it. 

Qnestwn.  Then  these  outrages  are  rather  periodical  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  periodical.  Long  through  the  summer  I  would  hear  of  some  out- 
rages, but  my  idea  was  that  they  wanted  to  get  the  crop  in  the  ground,  and  anything 
to  punish  these  men  they  would  reserve  until  after  that  was  done,  and  then,  after  tho 
crop  was  laid  by,  they  would  commence  again. 

(jnesUon,  They  would  reserve  the  punishment  so  as  to  not  interfere  with  the  labor  of 
the  negroes  T 

Anstper.  Yes,  sir.  If  any  dispute  occurred  on  the  plantation,  between  the  white  men 
sod  the  negroes,  they  would  let  it  go  bv  for  two  or  three  weeks,  saying  nothing  about 
it  except,  perhaps,  **'  You  will  catch  the  devil  some  time,"  or  some  such  expression. 
Then  some  men  would  come  in,  and  either  drive  the  negroes  away  or  whip  them,  but 
did  it  in  such  a  way  that  the  man  at  whose  place  it  was  would  appear  not  to  be 
mixed  up  in  doing  it.    That  is  what  1  drew  from  their  statements. 

Qntstion.  You  have  related  a  good  many  cases  where  negroes'  houses  were  visited 
aad  their  guns  taken  away  from  them  ;  what  was  done  with  those  guns  and  pistols  f 

Answer.  I  can't  tell  you  what  was  done  with  them.  I  have  heard  from  two  or  three 
negroes,  but  I  did  not  find  that  out  until  since  you  gentlemen  have  been  here ;  I  made 
that  inquiry.  It  seems  that  along  in  1868,  they  would  go  to  a  house  and  ask  a  negro 
where  his  gun  was ;  they  knew  he  had  one.  They  womd  take  the  gun  and  ammuni- 
tion away  from  the  negroes.  They  would  ask  the  negro  for  his  gun.  The  negroes 
generally  said  they  had  none.  They  would  say,  "  You  have  ^ot  one.  We  will  give 
you  until  such  a  day  to  take  it  to  Markham's  miH,  and  deposit  it  there."  Several  told 
QM  they  had  taken  them  there.  One  old  man  went  to  the  mill,  and  he  said  he  saw  a 
thousand  stored  there.  Very  often  they  would  take  the  guns  from  the  negroes  and  break 
tbem.  and  they  would  afterward  find  them  all  broken  and  battered  up ;  in  a  few 
instances  that  has  been  reported  to  me,  but  not  many. 

QnesUoH,  What  seemed  to  be  tho  object  in  taking  tlio  guns  from  the  negroes  1 

Answer,  To  keep  the  negroes  from  having  arms  about  them.  They  would  take  tho 
gans,  generally,  at  one  visit,  and  then  if  they  did  not  succeed  in  getting  tNom,the  next* 
time  they  would  como  they  wouhl  whip  them.  They  -would  come  until  they  got  th^ 
guns.  I  suppose  that  the  object  was  to  keep  tho  nepjroea  down.  They  thought  they 
Bad  no  right  to  have  guns.    That  is  what  they  say  to  them. 

Qveeti&n.  Did  you  understand  from  these  negroe«,  who  reported  to  you,  that  the 
men  who  visited  them  attempted  to  coerce  them  in  their  political  action  t 

Answer.  Before  these  laws  of  Congress  were  passed,  they  made  direct  throats  and 
everything  tlso  of  the  kind  to  them ;  so  the  negroes  reported  to  me  ;  but  after  these 
acts  of  Congress  were  passed,  they  would  do  it  in  an  indirect  way. 
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.   Quevlion,  Do  you  refer  to  the  civil  rights  billf 

Answer,  Yes, sir;  and  the  enforcement  act  of  1870,  and  the  Ku-Klux  bill  of  1671. 

Question,  Do  yon  know  whether  tho  negroes  were  to  any  considerable  extent  intizni- 
dated  and  prevented  from  voting  in  accordance  with  their  sentiments  t 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  think  there  is  to  this  day  considerable  intimidation  among  them. 
In  fact,  they  have  stated  it  to  me  in  the  region  around  Newmarket.  I  have  conversed  with 
two  or  three  men  about  the  election ;  we  are  just  about  having  one  now,  and  taking  an 
interest  in  it.  I  have  seen  a  good  many  men  in  the  last  month.  I  have  had  statements 
from  them  that  they  are  afraid  to  vote  at  this  place.  They  are  not  afraid  to  vote  at 
the  day  of  election,  but  they  are  afraid  of  the  consequences  thereafter  to  them  for 
voting.  This  is  what  they  state  to  me,  and  it  has  been  generally  so  reported  to  me. 
The  practice  at  the  polls  has  been  where  the  negroes  go  to  vote  that  by  some  means  or 
other  their  tickets  would  bo  democratic  tickets.  Men  would  ask  to  see  their  tickets, 
and  they  not  being  able  to  read  their  tickets,  they  could  not  tell  what  was  on  the  ticket, 
and  it  could  be  changed,  and  the  result  would  show  ademocratic  vote;  but  the  negroes 
have,  as  a  general  thing,  all  voted  in  Iluntsville,  just  because  they  were  afraid  to  vote 
at  the  other  precincts.  Ar-  Madison  Station  andTrianna  some  voted,  but  the  general 
body  of  them  always  come  to  Uuntsville. 

Queation,  How  largely  do  you  think  the  negro  vote  would  be  increased  if  they  were 
relieved' of  all  appreljensiou  of  trouble  in  cane  they  vote<l  t 

Answer,  I  can  hardly  t^ll.  I  have  always  contended  that  we  have  a  negro  majority 
in  this  county.  That  is  my  conviction ;  but  the  other  side  always  said  that  they  never 
turn  out  thoroughly  and  voted,  and  if  they  did  they  would  beat  the  negro  vote  by  two 
or  three  hundred  votes.  There  seemed  to  be  a  good  many  white  men  iu  this  region  that 
did  not  want  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  and  were  afraid  to  vote  the  republican 
ticket,  and  did  not  vote  at  all.  I  have  met  several  negroes  in  this  last  week  who  told 
me  that  they  had  not  voted  ;  that  thoy  wanted  to  vott^,  but  were  afraid  to. 

Quesiwiu  We  heard,  yesterday,  from  a  witness,  .that  two  democratic  negro  clubs  had 
been  formed  in  this  county,  of  considerable  strength  in  uumbers*.  Have  you  any  idea 
that  the  negroes  in  this  county  ever  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  except  under  duress — 
under  apprehension  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir;  there  may  be  some  four  or  five  men  in  and  around  Iluntsville,  and 
there  may  be  a  few  scattered  in  the  precincts,  that  vote  that  ticket  willingly ;  but  I 
think,  take  the  general  bod 3'  of  them,  if  they  vote  that  ticket  at  all,  they  vote  it  either 
because  they  don't  know  they  are  voting  the  democratic  ticket  or  by  compulsion  ;  if 
not  direct,  indirect  threats. 

Question.  What  is  the  state  of  feeling  here  in  regard  to  white  men  coming  from  the 
North  and  settling  in  Alabama  f 

Answer,  My  understanding  of  the  matter  is,  that  thoy  do  not  want  anybody  down 
here.  If  a  man  does  come  down  here  with  plenty  of  money,  and  is  a  democrat  and 
votes  the  democratic  ticket,  he  is  a  good  fellow.  That  is  about  the  amount  of  it.  -Bat 
those  that  have  not  plenty  of  money,  and  do  not  vote  the  democi'atic  ticket,  I  don*t 
think  they  have  much  use  for  them. 

Question,  Are  they  under  par  here  ? 

Anstoer,  Well,  I  should  judge  so,  sir,  from  my  exjwrieuci:'. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Did  you  ever  witness  any  attempt  to  mark  citizens  who  voted  the  republi- 
can ticket  and  keep  a  list  of  their  names  ? 

Answer^  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  the  honor  to  belong  to  the  black-list  that  was  published  iu 
Montgomery,  that  voted  for  the  constitutional  convention  in  1867. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  know  any  other  attempt  made  by  any  one  to  keep  a  list  of 
republicans  as  they  voted  at  the  polls  f 

Answer,  At  the  presidential  election  in  1868,  when  I  was  at  Athens,  I  had  not  been 
there  sufficient  time  to  entitle  me  to  a  vote,  and  did  not  vote ;  but  I  was  around  the 
polls  considerably,  and  I  saw  Mr.  Daniel  Coleman  standing  at  the  polls  with  a  x>eDoil 
and  paper  in  his  hand,  and  I  understood  that  he  was  taking  the  names  of  those  who 
voted  tot  General  Grant.  I  went  in  to  the  election-box,  and  called  the  attention  of  the 
sheriff  to  tho  fact,  and  asked  him  whether  Mr.  Coleman  was  not  within  thirty  feet  of 
the  polls,  but  he  did  not  pay  any  attention  to  it. 

Question,  Do  you  know  a  gentleman  in  this  county  by  the  name  of  MossT 

Answer,  I  don't  know  whethpr  I  have  been  introtluced  to  him  or  not. 

^Question,  Is  he  a  man  of  means  f 
,     Answer,  He  is  said  to  be  a  man  of  means.    Ho  was  rex?ommended  by  gentlemen,  and 
is  one  of  the  candidates  as  county  commissioner  upon  our  ticket — the  repubbcan 
ticket. 

Qwation,  Has  he  been  in  the  county  for  some  time  ? 

Anav?er.  He  has  been  here — I  can't  tell  you  how  long—but  two(o?  three  years.  He 
may  have  been  here  when  I  came  here,  in  1869.  Digitized  by  Vj.       ^ 
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Question,  Do  yon  know  whether  he  has  purchased  a  couple  of  plantations  in  this 
eoontyf 

Amwer.  I  only  know  it  by  rnmor.  He  lives  out  in  the  country.  I  have  seen  him 
frequently  at  Mr.  Vandeventer's  hardware  store,  or  the  store  that  used  to  be  Mr.  Van- 
devtnt^s.    I  have  understood  that  he  purchased  two  plantations  here. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuettUm.  What  is  the  feeling  here  toward  native  white  men  of  the.  South  who  vote 
tbo  republican  ticket  T 

An$w€r.  They  look  upon  them  worse  than  they  do  upon  carpet-baggersr-they  used  to, 
Iknow;  that  IS,  taking  the  public  prints  as  guides. 

QuesUan,  What  is  the  feeling  of  native  whites  in  regard  to  universal  suffrage  f 

Anmcer,  I  have  not  heard  them  say  much  about  it.  This  has  been  one  trouble  here. 
They  want  the  negro  to  vote,  provided  he  don't  bother  them.  That  is  the  idea— to  put 
the  negro  off  somewhere  by  himself,  and  let  him  have  all  the  rights  he  wants  there. 
That  is  my  opinion  of  their  notion  of  the  matter.  They  do  not  want  to  go  to  the  polls 
and  vote  with  the  negro  hero.    They  look  upon  hjm  as  not  in  a  condition  to  vote. 

QaestUm.  Are  they  generally  in  favor  of  negro  schools? 

inraxer.  It  was  not  so  at  first,  but  Ibey  begin  to  see  tho  advantage  it  is  to  thorn.  The 
negroes  rather  prefer  to  work  when  their  children  can  go  to  school.  I  think  that  has 
changed  tbo  seutimont,  I  havo  met  a  great  many  persons  in  the  county  that  take  an 
interest  in  tho  matter.  After  I  had  been  here  awhilo  there  was  a  change  made  in  tho 
edocational  part  of  the  Bureau,  and  I  was  appointed  a  kind  of  superintendent  of  edu- 
cation, and  I  saw  a  good  many  ])er6ous  throngh  tho  county.  At  that  time  they  wanteft 
to  get  money  appropriated  by  the  Bureau  to  assist  in  paying  schools  on  their  jdaces, 
hot  it  was  only  here  and  there. 

Qwstion,  Did  I  understand  you  that,  until  quite  lately,  the  democratic  newspapers 
took  no  notico  whatever,  and  published  no  account  of  these  murders  and  whippings 
and  other  outrages  that  you  have  described  T 

Anmcer.  They  used  to  publish  them  now  and  then,  but  there  were  a  great  many  that 
occnrred  that  they  never  took  any  notice  of,  and  whenever  they  saw  anything  pub- 
lifibed  in  tho  North  in  rogard  to  these  outrages,  they  always  denounced  them  ashes  and 
e?erything  of  the  kind. 

Quettum,  You  mean  outrages  described  in  the  northern  papers  as  having  occurred 
heret 

Auwcr.  Yes,  sir;  in  Alabama  and  other  States.  They  denounoed  them  as  fidse. 
They  called  thmn  radical  lies  and  everything  else  of  the  kind. 

Qumtion,  Did  they  attempt  to  cover  up  aud  conceal  the  offenses  which  were  being 
committed  here  f 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  they  did. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Quettum,  When  were  you  informed  that  your  testimony  would  be  taken  f 

Anmcer,  Last  night  they  told  me  to  appear  this  morning. 

Qumtion,  Were  you  not  notified  previously  T 

Aitmcer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  riot  think  I  w|is.  I  was  notified  or  sent  for  yesterday  morning 
tocQfme;  but  yesterday  evening  I  was  notified  to  come  this  morning. 

QwiUon,  Do  you  live  in  this  town  f 

Anmoar,  Yes,  sir. 

QuettUm,  Have  you  been  hero  since  the  committee  came  ? 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuestUm,  Have  you  been  in  the  city  all  the  timef 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qiestion.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  any  member  of  the  committee  t 

Anmc^.  Yes,  sir. 

(imtUm.  When? 

Anmcer,  At  the  rooms  of  the  conunittees. 

QM«rti(m.  I  asked  you  when  it  waa. 

An$wer.  The  night  I  heard  Mr.  Buckley  was  here. 

QvtiUon.  The  first  night? 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir. 

^estioA.  How  long  since  t 

Anmcer,  I  think  it  was  Thursday  or  Friday  night  of  last  week. 

(inesii<m.  Did  you  recite  to  him  any  or  all  of  these  facts  that  you  have  statodf 

Anmcer.  No,  sir. 

QvMtioji.  Did  you  tell  him  what  you  could  prove  generally! 

Anmcer,  No,  sir.  He  asked  me  if  I  had  anything  to  state,  and  I  told  him  a  number 
of  £Kta  that  I  knew,  that  I  had  already  furnishea  to  General  Crawford ;  and  that  I 
luid  given  Mr.  Lakin  some  statements,  and  that  I  didn't  think  I  had  many  additior  jl 
facts  to  state  beyond  those  they  had.    I  asked  him  what  period  of  time  tho  committee 
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would  cover.  He  said  be  did  not  know,  but  be  thought  tho  committoo  would  only 
cover  the  facts  of  1870.  I  said  that  if  I  met  with  any  additional  facts  to  what  I  had 
already,  I  would  send  them ;  and  as  parties  would  come  in  to  me,  hearing  that  the  Ku- 
Klux  committee  was  here,  I  would  send  them  up  here  to  be  examined  from  mv  offloe, 
Mr.  Buckley  told  me  yesterday — I  think  it  was  yesterday — that  they  wanted  me  to 
appear.  They  seut  for  me.  Then  he  asked  me  to  appear  this  morning,  and  I  made 
my  list  out. 

Question,  Was  there  any  intimation  at  the  first  intcrviow  you  had  with  bim  Hiat 
you  would  be  a  witness  t 

Answer,  No,  sir;  be  did  not  so  intimate  to  me.  He  said  if  I  bad  any  fhcts  be  wtMild 
like  to  have  them.  I  said  if  any  cases  came  under  my  notice,  and  I  knew  of  any  par- 
ties, I  would  send  the  parties  to  bim  to  be  examined,  or  to  the  committoe. 

Mr.  Blair:  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  like  to  bavo  an  oppertmiity  of  cmes-ei^anlniDg 
this  witness  at  the  session  this  evening.  He  has  been  called  to  pn>v*e  so  many  &e(B 
that  I  cannot  rebut  his  evidence  in  the  limited  time  allowed  me>  and  the  oommfttM 
proposes  to  leave  here  this  eveniuff.  It  is,  to  say  the  leasts  a  very  reflMtf^able  tUftig 
that  a  witness  of  this  kind  should  be  called  at  such  a  late  periods,  when  the  eomnltttM 
has  been  in  session  here  for  so  many  days,  and  this  witness,  w4io  witt  at  basd  aH  tks 
time,  has  not  been  examined  until  this  the  last  day.  I  hopey  tbe«%fOre,  tbot  IJhe 
ftotber  examination  of  the  witness  will  be  postponed  until  this  evening,  that  I  mm 
have  the  oppoitunity  of  testing  his  knowledge  and  information  bycOfMiiltatiota  ima 
persons  here.  I  think  it  is  a  very  unreasonable  thing  that  this  witness  should  be  fftf- 
duoed  at  tiiis  time,  after  the  determination  of  the  committee  has  been  arrived  at  to 
amonm  from  Huntsville  this  evening.  It  leaves  me  ne  time  whatever  to  pnMmnr  rtf 
butting  evidence.  The  character  of  his  testimony  was  known  to  the  committee  fttXB 
the  first  day  of  our  sojourn,  and  he  might  have  been  called  at  thnft  titu^.  I  a.sk  thai 
bis  further  examination  be  adjourned  until  this  evening. 

Mt.  Bucklby  :  I  would  like  to  ask  the  witness  a  quest  ion. 

The  Chairman  :  You  may  proceed  to  ask  it. 

By  Mr.  Bccklkt  : 

Qpesiion,  Please  state  to  the  committee  whether  or  not  yon  were  notiiied  by  the  mt- 
geant-at-arms  yesterday  morning,  at  nine  o'clock,  that  you  were  wanted  here  Y 

Anmeer.  Yes,  sir,  I  was. 

Question,  Did  you  appear  some  time  in  the  forenoon  T 

Answer.  I  came  in  the  forenoon.  At  the  time  the  sergeant-at-arms  came,  I  was  at 
breakfast,  ai^  I  wanted  to  make  some  change  in  my  apparel  before  coming  «x  I 
went  into  my  room  to  do  that,  and  my  wife  was  going  out  to  spend  the  day,  luid  I  got 
Mr.  Yandeventer's  buggy,  took  her  up  to  Mr.  Vandeventer's  as  quick  as  I  couldy  Mid 
then  came  right  here  and  reported ;  bnt  there  was  another  witness  before  ma»  and  I 
came  here  in  the  afternoon. 

Question,  When  you  came  in  the  forenoon,  you  found  a  witness  who  had  been  aum- 
moned  by  the  minority  already  on  the  stand  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  told  me  that  Mr.  Lowe  was  on  the  stand. 

Question,  And  so  you  could  not  give  your  testimony  Y 

Answer,  1  could  not.  I  came  up  again  after  dinner,  and  then  I  told  Mr.  Green  to  re- 
port to  the  marshal  that  I  was  going  over  to  the  land-office,  and  if  they  wanted  ae  I 
would  be  there.  As  I  came  back,  1  sent  word  to  the  marahal  that  I  was  going  homt, 
and  would  remain  there  at  their  service ;  and  I  remained  all  day  at  the  service  of  tho 
committee. 

By  Mr.  Rick  : 

Question,  Were  you  not  told  by  members  of  the  committee  heretofore  that  if  General 
Crawford  came  here  and  furnished  the  information  he  had,  your  testimony  would  not 
be  wanted  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Prior  to  yesterday  morning  that  was  tho  understanding;  that 
was  what  1  was  told — that  if  General  Crawford  camo  here,  my  t«'8timony  would  not  be 
wanted.  , 

Question.  General  Crawford  has  not  couio,  lias  ho  1 

Answer,  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Mr.  Buckley;  I  would  like  to  state  that  I  was  informed  by  General  Crawford's  as- 
sistant adjutant  general — Captain  Gallagher,  of  this  place — that  General  Crawford 
yesterday  morning  was  still  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  probably  could  not  reach 
here  this  week,  and  probably  not  until  after  tho  committoo  had  left  this  placo.  Up  to 
that  time,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  no  determination  was  had  on  the  partof  tho  committee 
to  summon  Mr.  Wager  before  it.  Captain  Gallagher  reported  to  me  about  nine  o'clock 
night  before  last  that  tbat  was  tho  case.    Ho  had  just  received  the  dispatch  then. 

Tho  Chairman.  Tho  minority  have  tho  same  means  of  cross^xamining  Mr.  Wager 
that  the  majority  have  had  in  cross-examining  Mr.  Day,  Captain  Bicbardson,  aad 
Colonel  Lowe,  who  testified  at  very  considerable  length.    I  do  not,  for  myaol^  seo  fb»t 
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aay  g;ronnd  is  laid  why  the  croes-examination  of  Mr.  Wager  should  not  proceed,  as  has 
beeu  the  timform  cuetom  of  proceeding. 
Mr.  Blaik.  Well,  sir,  I  decline  to  cross-examine  bim  on  the  part  of  the  raiuority. 


IIUNTsviiJLE,  Alabama,  October  14,  1871. 
JOHN  A.  LILE  sworn  and  oiuimiucd. 

The  Chairman.  As  this  witness  is  called  by  the  minority,  I  will  ask  Gleneral  Blair  to 
eiamine  him. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  State  your  residence. 

Answer.  Trinity  Station,  on  the  Memphis  road,  in  Morgan  County. 

QnmtUm.  Is  it  this  side  of  Decatur  ? 

Answer.  It  is  beyond  Decatur,  six  miles. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  employed  upon  that  road  ? 

Anewer.  For  about  five  or  six  ^^ears. 

QumOon*'  Hare  you  been  superintendent  at  that  station  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  have  beeu  merely  freight  agent. 

Qne^Uon,  State,  if  you  please,  whether  there  was  a  democratic  club  of  negroes  at  that 
station  about  three  years  ago. 

Answer.  It  was  not  a  democratic  club  of  negroes ;  it  was  mixed,  white  and  black. 

QnesUon.  Was  Jesse  Brown  a  member  of  that  club  f 

Ansuftr.  Tes,  sir,  Jesse  was  a  member  of  it. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  Henry  Hamlin  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  remember  him. 

QuesUan.  Do  you  recollect  that  about  three  ycnr.s  ago  Je.^^e  Browu  and  other  negroes 
were  whipped  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  recollect  it  very  well. 

Question  By  disguised  men  ? 

Answer.  They  said  they  were  disguised  men,  and  that  they  were  whipped.  I  saw  the 
marks  of  the  whipping.  I  live  within  a  few  miles  of  the  station,  and  that  is  my  placo 
of  boauiess. 

Question.  Why  was  this  attack  made  on  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  At  home. 

Question.  Why  ? 

Anewer.  1  don't  know  why  it  was.  I  talked  with  the  negiocs.  They  ail  came  to  me 
as  soon  as  I  went  down.  There  were  different  reasons ;  some  said  that  I  had  got  them 
into  trouble  by  forming  that  democratic  club.  I  was  president  of  the  club  myself. 
Others  said  that  they  thought  they  had  recognized  some  of  the  men.  One  boy,  in  par- 
ticular, that  was  whipped,  said  that  he  thought  he  recognized  a  man  that  was  going 
to  see  a  mulatto  girl  that  he  was  going  to  see,  and  he  thought  that  was  the  reason  ho 
was  whipped.  But  my  opinion  about  it  was,  and  it  is  the  general  idea  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, that  it  was  a^nst  our  club. 

Question.  It  was  the  intention  to  break  up  your  democratic  club  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  by  intimidation  prevent  these  men  from  remaining  in  the  club  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  about  a  week  after  we  formed  the  club,  aud  I  had  over  a 
hundred  colored  members. 

Question.  Is  that  your  impression  about  the  matter— your  belief? 

Answer.  That  is  my  belief  about  it.  *     ^ 

Question.  What  is  this  belief  founded  upon  ? 

Answer.  My  belief  is  just  founded  upon  this:  It  never  had  happ'jued  Imuoic,  and  wo 
had  just  formed  our  club,  and  I  could  tell  no  other  reason  why,  unless  it  wan  our  club ; 
and  the  negroes  never  would  come  back  to  the  club  any  more.' 

Question,  Then  the  necroes  were  of  the  same  impression,  were  they  f 

Answer,  They  were  oi  the  same  impression.  Now,  aside  from  the  railroad  hands,  a 
^est  many  ipands  were  on  the  farms  a^ljaccnt,  and  one  man,  in  particular,  he  is  tho 
leader  of  the  negroes  in  tho  neiffhborhooil,  and  tho  most  intlueutial  man,  had  a  good 
many  under  his  control,  and  he  hired  a  good  many  to  work,  and  ho  told  me  that  that 
was  tho  impression  that  they  had  formed,  or  the  idea— that  it  was  done  against  them 
beeanso  they  had  joined  tbodemocratic  club.    That  was  his  statement. 

Question,  Who  do  you  eiippoee  did  it  ¥    What  persons,  aud  where  wore  they  from? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  wo  thought  they  were  from  tho  mountain  country,  tho  line  of 
monntains  south  of  us,  and  I  felt  so  much  interest  for  tho  negroes  that  I  got  on  my 
horse,  and  got  several  other  men  to  go  with  me,  tp  follow  the  tracks  and  see  whero  they 
came  from,  and  we  followed  them  several  miles  out  in  that  mountainous  country  and 
iTAine  back ;  we  did  not  make  any  discoveries.    After  several  months  there  was  a  mar 
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hang  on  the  mountain  tboro  at  nigbt.  Tboso  parties  were  discovered.  Some  of  <bem 
were  arrested  and  pat  iu  Jail,  and  tbe  citizens  aroand  tbejail  were  called  on  to  gaard 
them  while  in  Jail,  to  prevent  their  beinp:  released,  and  tl^n  they  were  sent  over  to 
Athens,  in  Limestone  Connty,  and  they  were  released  out  of  that  jail.  Those  men 
wore,  I  think,  the  same  parties  that  visited  our  place  and  visited  these  negroes. 

Question,  Who  were  they ;  were  they  radicals  or  republicans  T 

An&icer,  There  were  some  radicals  and  some  democrats  too.  Their  politics  I  don*t 
know.  I  know  they  are  a  most  trifling  class  of  men.  I  don*t  know  so  much  about 
their  politics. 

QUfCaiion.  They  were  from  the  mountaius  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  the  people  in  that  immediate  neighborhood  sympathize  with  the 
negroes  ? 

Anstccr,  Yes,  sir ;  certainly  they  did. 

Question,  The  people  in  the  neighborhood  were  what  in  politics  ? 

Ansicer.  They  were  all  democrats.  We  lire  in  the  valley  there ;  we  have  tbe  negroe,s 
to  work  our  farms,  and  we  consider  it  our  duty  to  protect  them,  and  we  have  always 
felt  that  sympathy  for  them  that  they  were  entitled  to. 

Question.  Brown  testitieil  here  that  when  ho  was  being  whipped  he  tried  to  raise  bis 
head  up,  and  was  struck  by  a  man  with  a  spur  on  bia  foot,  a  heavy  spur,  that  broke 
his  skull. 

Answer,  I  rocolloct,  ho  told  me  Jibont  that.  lie  did  have  a  scar  on  the  temiile;  he 
showed  me  wliero  ho  said  ho  was  spurred  on  the  temple. 

Question,  Was  it  a  very  serious  injury  t 

Answer,  It  did  not  look  ho  that  morning.  Re  had  a  handkerchief  tied  around  his 
bead.  I  pullc<l  the  handkerchief  to  one  side  aud  examined  it.  He  seemed  to  have 
been  cut  thronjrh  the  skin. 

Question,  What  did  ho  think  he  was  whipi>ed  for! 

Answer,  He  said  he  did  not  know  what  for. 

Question,  He  was  a  member  of  your  democratic  club  f 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir ;  Jcsso  was  a  member  of  our  democratic  club. 

Question.  Was  it  well  known  in  the  neighborhoo<l  that  these  men  were  members  of 
the  democratic  clubf 

Anstcer.  In  the  neighborhood  I  suppose  the  idea  was  that  all  the  negroes  were  join- 
ing  the  club.  They  were  coming  in  every  day.  I  knew  the  negroes  in  the  neighbor- 
hood better  than  anybody  else,  particularly  the  railroad  negroes. 

Question,  The  existence  of  that  club  was  well  known  in  that  neighborhood  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  well-known  in  that  neighborhood.  It  was  increasing  very 
rapidly.     Nearly  everybody  came  in,  white  and  black,  and  joined  the  club. 

Question,  This  had  tne  etlect  of  breaking  it  up  T 

Anstcer,  Most  eflfectually. 

Question,  It  broke  it  up  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  What  year  was  that  T 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  in  1868. 

Question,  How  long  before  the  presidential  election  f 

Answer,  Just  a  short  time  before. 

Question.  This  was  in  Morgan  County,  I  understand! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  all  white  settlers  in  that  region  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  I  under- 
stand you  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  valley. 

Question.  Were  there  a  good  many  negroes  there  ? 

Answer.  A  great  many. 

Question.  And  they  were  all  democrats  ? 

Answer.  No.  sir ;  I  don't  think  they  had  all  joined  the  club,  not  the  negroes.  They 
had  been  in  tne  habit  of  all  voting  all  one  way,  but  I  being  a  democrat,  I  wanted  them 
to  go  my  way,  and  I'formed  this  club  and  respectfully  stated  the  case,  that  I  would 
like  for  the  negroes  to  go  my  way  and  let  us  all  go  together  and  not  be  at  enmity. 

(>uestion.  How  many  negroes  did  you  have  in  your  service  or  employment,  one  way 
and  another  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know  that  I  had  any  one.  I  had  some  living  on  my  land.  I  had 
rented  my  land  to  them. 

Question,  How  many  negro  renters  had  you  T 

Answer.  I  think  I  had  about  fourteen  families. 

Question.  Did  your  democratic  neighbors  have  i  enters  likewise  1  ^^  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  tjzed  by  VjOOQ  IC 

Qiiesiion.  Were  all  the  negroes  that  joined  your  club  the  tenants  of  democratic  land- 
holders  Y 
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Answer.  No,  sir ;  some  of  thorn  were  railroad  bands. 

QuetUon.  Mainly  t<enaut3  of  demooratic  laud-holders  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  wcrcHbo  politics  of  tbo  man  or  mou  who  employed  the  negroes  apbn 
the  railroadf 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know,  rrrfiidcnt  Tate,  I  think,  was  a  democrat  ITe 
was  president  of  the  road. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  :   . 
Question,  Do  you  mean  Colon«>l  Sam  Tato  T 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Ciiairman  : 
Question,  WTio,  upon  the  railroad,  employed  the  negroes!    What  was  the  title  of  his 
oflSce  T 
Answer,  The  overseer,  I  reckon  ;  the  overseer  of  those  hands. 
Question,  What  was  his  name  t 
Answer.  At  that  time  it  was  Troxel. 
Question,  Was  he  a  repuhlican  or  a  democrat  I 

Anstver,  I  never  knew  his  politics;  I  never  learned;  it  seems  to  me  I  learned  it 
afler^vard.    I  think  after  he  lived  there  I  learned  he  was  not  a  democrat. 
Question.  Was  it  Troxel  who  hired  tliem  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so,  generally. 

Question.  Did  he  remain  there  until  alter  tbo  i>reaideutial  election  T 
Jnsicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  a  member  of  your  clit>  1 
Answer.  No,  sir;  I  think  not. 
Question.  Were  the  officers  of  the  road  democrats  f 

Ansioer.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  or  not.  I  know  the  men,  but  never  knew 
their  politic.**.     I  suppose  they  were;  they  are  nice  men. 

Question.  What  arguments  did  you  use  with  the  negroes  to  induce  them  to  come 
into  your  club  ? 

Answer,  I  udrd  this  argument:  that  they  had  been  voting  differently  from  the  white 
people  generally,  and  I  would  say,  "  Boys,  let  us  all  go  tegether  and  be  iriendly,  and 
not  have  any  more  strife  among  ns  in  politics  or  anything  else  abont  it."  They 
readily  consented.    I  thought  it  was  right  that  we  should  have  no  diiheulties- 

Question.  Did  you  use  any  arguments  other  than  you  havo  named  to  induce  them  to 
vote  for  the  ticket  of  Seymour  and  Blair  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  don^t  remember  that  I   did.      I  might  have  used  some  other 
fihnilar  arguments. 
Question.  Did  the  negroes  readily  fall  in  with  your  suggestion  t 
Ausioer,  Readily. 

Question.  Hatl  you  a  written  constitution  f 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Any  ceremony  of  initiation  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  none  at  all. 

Question.  How,  then,  did  they  l>econie  mcml>ers  of  tbo  club  ? 

Answer.  In  tbo  first  place  we  ha^^J  a  meeting.    Mr.  Woldeu,  from  Decatur,  was  there. 
1  being  no  sp<iaker  myself,  invited  him  to  couio  down  and  make  a  siK^ch  to  us,  white 
and  black,  and  when  he  got  through  we  had  a  list  headed ''  IXmocratic  Club  of  Decatur/' 
and  we  all  Bij^ned  our  names. 
Question,  Did  the  negroes  put  their  names  down  f 

Answer.  They  had  them  put  down  ;  none  of  tbem  could  wiite,  I  believe. 
Question,  Do  you  think  they  did  it  willingly  f 
Answer.  Perfectly  so. 

Question.  Do  you  think  they  were  anxions  to  vote  for  Seymour  and  Blair  f 
Answer.  At  tjjat  time  they  seemed  to  be;  but  none  of  them  did  it,  I  uuderstand| 
afterwanl. 

Question.  How  largo  a  body  of  men  in  disguise  visited  the  negroes  at  tho.time  you 
speak  of  ? 
Answer.  The  negroes  thonght  there  were  somo  nine  or  ten. 
question.  How  many  negroes  were  disciplined  by  the  Ku-Klux  that  night f 
Answer.  Wcrewh^tf 
Question.  Were  whipped? 

Answer.  Some  ten ;  as  many  as  that.    They  were  not  only  railroad  negroes,  bat  they 
whipped  around  in  the  neighborhood  on  nloutations. 
Que8ii4m.  How  many  negroes  ha<l  Joined  your  democratic  club  T 
Anmoer.  I  don't  rememl^  the  precise  number ;  but  I  would  state  in  round  numbers 
that  it  was  a  hundred. 

Question.  There  was,  then,  only  a  tenth  part  of  the  demooratio  oegroes  that  were 
whipped  T  ^ 
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An9wcr.  I  should  suppose  so. 

Qu^iion.  What  proportion  did  you  say  t 

AuMvocr,  Ahont  a  tenth  or  twelfth  part. 

QMM^ion.  Do  you  know  whether  the  disguised  men  who  iufiicted  tlieee  whtppii^ 
were  white  or  hlack  t 

Answer,  I  do  not. 

Qwxtion,  It  never  has  heen  determined  to  this  day. 

Anitoer,  The  general  helief  is  that  they  were  white  men. 

QMBiion.  An(f  the  men  who  were  suhseauently  arrested  and  put  in  the  jail  at  Athens 
were  supposed  to  he  a  part  of  that  gang  f 

Aftmoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  said  that  part  were  democrats  and  part  republicans  f 

Anewer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Can  you  give  the  names  of  the  republicans  who  were  supposed  to  be  im- 
plicated in  that  gang  f 

Anewer,  There  is  one  man  by  the  name  of  West ;  I  think  he  was  a  republican ;  he 
always  passed  as  such  in  our  country. 

Qwetion,  Who  else  ? 

Anstocr,  A  man  named  Tucker. 

Question,  Any  one  else  t 

Ansxoer,  I  don't  remember  the  names  of  others. 

Question,  It  was  a  mere  matter  of  supposition;  was  it  f 

Answer,  Of  course. 

Question,  That  these  were  a  part  of  the  gang  who  whipped  the  negroes  ? 

Ansxoer,  Yes,  sir.  Some  time  after  that  th^  waa  a  negro  who  lived  in  that  neigh- 
borhood;  who  was  rather  a  bad  man,  came  up  to  our  little  station,  ononeoecasion,  and 
fell  out  with  these  two  men  I  have  Just  mentioned,  West  and  Tucker.  They  had  a 
difficulty  about  something,  I  don't  know  what,  and  he  ran  home  to  get  his  gun  and 
come  back  there ;  and  these  other  men  went  on  and  armed  themselves ;  and  they  aU 
left  the  place ;  and  I  don't  know  what  became  of  them.  Some  week  or  two  after  that 
there  was  a  raid  of  disguised  men,  I  suppose  dis^ised,  went  to  that  negro's  house  and 
Hurrotmded  it,  and  inflicted  punishment  u|)on  him ;  and  I  thought  that  was  doue  on 
account  of  the  difficulty  that  occurred  at  my  place. 

By  Mr.  Buckt^y  : 
Question,  You  think  that  was  a  personal  matter  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  think  that  was  a  personal  matter. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Question,  Who  was  this  man  that  was  hanged  f 

Answer,  Sapp. 

Question.  A  colored  man  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  a  white  man. 

Question,  What  was  he  hung  for  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  sir. 

Question,  Are  those  the  only  instances  of  visitations  by  the  Ku-Klnx,  so  called,  that 
you  know  of? 

Answer,  No,  sir.  * 

Question,  What  other  instances  have  fallen  under  your  observation  f 

Answer.  I  have  mentioned  twp  oases,  I  believe? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer,  There  was  a  case  of  an  old  man  who  lived  on  my  plantation,  who  was  taken 
out  and  murdered<  killed,  one  Saturday  night,  and  I  suppose  it  was  done  by  disgnieed 
men.  I  talked  with  his  children  about  it  next  day  and  they  said  they  had  sooMthing 
over  their  faces.    There  were  live  men  only  in  tbat  crowd. 

Question.  When  did  that  occur  ? 

Ansioer.  Tbat  occurred  about  three  years  a<:;o. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  cause  for  which  he  was  hung  ? 

Answer.  I  never  could  ascertain. 

Question.  He  was  a  colored  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  old  man  had  made  nine  bales  oi  cotton  that  year,  and  hnd 
brought  it  up  to  my  little  place  of  business  that  day  ;  and  he  was  around  about  the 
store  helping  me  move  freight  and  one  thing  and  another  duriffg  the  day ;  and  my 
supposition  was  that  they  believed  tbat  he  had  sold  me  his  ootton  that  day  and  had 
the  money,  and  that  they  thought  they  would  get  the  money. 

Question.  Do  any  other  instances  occur  to  you  ? 

Answer.  That  is  all  I  know  of.  , 

QmsUon,  Did  you  hear  of  outrages  in  other  parts  of  the  eoontrv  by  the  Ka-Klax 
Klau  that  year?  ^   ^    ^^  CZnna\c> 

Answer.  Yea,  «ir  ;  all  over  the  country.  ^'9'^'^^^  ^v  ^UU^  IL 

Question.  Were  they  very  numerous  ? 
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ijntaiUm,  Wliat  wfts  the  ojiacaoter  of  tlie  outrages  they  oomiaittecl  f 
Answer.  Mostly  robbery, 
j^jsjton.  Any  mikipfAaf^i 
Jmswer.  Yes,  "fre^^  whippiog. 
fsef^i^n.  Any  assassfaiation  ? 

Auwer,  Yes,  of  ooane.    About  three  yean  ago  I  ooold  bear  of  tasawiBatiaas  fro 
([maxQiyf  aU  over  the  ooaniry. 
QueaiUnu  Haye  yoa  beard  of  any  late  distaribaaoes  in  that  part  af  the  coantry  f 
Answer,  None  at  all,  sir.    We  have  been  quiet  for  two  years. 

By  Mr.  Bice  : 

Question,  How  long  had  this  clab  been  organised  before  this  whipping  took  place? 

Answer.  Just  about  a  week. 

Question,  How  far  from  this  neighborhood  were  these  men  liviog  who  wese  sup- 
posed to  have  done  it  T 

Answer.  If  our  suppositions  were  right  they  lived  seven  or  eight  miles. 

Question,  Out  in  the  mountains  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QueaHon.  Was  there  some  idea  on  the  part  of  the  colored  men,  owing  to  the  number 
of  outrages  that  were  being  committed,  that  it  would  bo  safer  for  them  to  be  in  a 
democratic  club  than  not  to  bo  in  it  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  don't  think  that  that  was  their  idea. 

Question,  Was  there  no  apprehension  of  danger  to  those  who  were  acting  with  the 
republicans  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  think  not.  I  think  that  they  just  joined  the  club  through  friend- 
Bhip  for  me. 

By  Mr.  Bucklky  : 

Question,  Do  you  recollect  the  name  of  this  old  colored  man  who  was  killed  on  your 
placet 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Isaac  Gibson. 

Question.  What  was  his  character ;  was  ho  an  industrious  old  man  f 

AM$wer.  Yes.  sir  ;  an  industrious  olif  man ;  I  had  heard  that  he  was  disposed  to  be 
insolent,  but  I  never  thought  so. 

Question.  Ho  had  made  a  good  crop,  had  he  f 

Answer.  He  had  made  a  good  crop. 

Question,  kte  the  negroes  in  your  section  of  country  behaving  very  well  now  f 

Answer.  Very  well.  • 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Quesiion.  You  say  you  followed  the  track  made  by  these  men  T 

Anmoer.  Yes,  sir,  the  horses'  track ;  what  I  suppose  was  their  track.  There  seemed 
to  be  a  good  many  traoka. 

Quation.  You  Allowed  them  as  well  as  you  oould  in  what  direction  f  They  went  out 
^th  toward  the  monntaiua  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  mountains  come  up  close,  to  our  place,  within  half  a  mile  of 
the  railroad. 

Question.  Yon  followed  them  how  far  Y 

Answer.  Two  or  three  miles. 

Question,  You  were  satistied  that  that  was  the  track  made  by  that  party  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  was  satisfied  of  that,  there  being  so  msaiy  horses'  tracks  from 
there,  and  together. 

Question.  In  the  mountain  region,  right  acljaceot  to  you,  the  population  were  mostly 
republicans  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  that  circumstance  inOuczice  your  opinion  as  to  who  the  marauders 
were! 

Answer,  O,  yes. 
•    Question,  Tbat,  together  witli  the  circumstance  that  these  men  were  all  in  the  dem- 
ocratic club  who  were  whipped  f 

Antticer.  Yes,  sir.  I'kuew  very  well  it  was  none  of  our  own  people  there.  The  peo- 
ple in  our  neighborhood  get  along  well  with  the  negroes.  The  negroes  are  not  troub- 
leeomo  to  us,  and  we  are  not  troublesome  to  the  uegroes.  We  uenefit  each  other ; 
mutmJ  benefit. 

Question,  You  were  satisfied  that  that  was  the  disposition  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hoodf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  am  well  satisfied  of  that  £aot. 

^lesiimt.  And  it  has  always  been  so  T  r^  \ 

Anssoer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  has  alwaya  been  the  ease.  Digitized  by  CjOQQ  Ic 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  the  persons  living  in  the  direotion  4dbat  you  h&re  m&i- 
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tioned  whicb  tlieso  raen  took  that  night  after  they  left,  and  some  of  whom  were  subsc- 
qnently  airestetl  for  tlie  murder  of  8app,  had  any  animosity  toward  those  negroes  other 
than  that  tli^y  were  in  a  democratic  club? 

Ansvcr.  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  a  class  of  men,  well  known  to  son  them  people,  who  always 
hatetl  the  negro  before  the  war,  and  they  hate  him  yet.  They  never  owned  slaves 
themselves,  and  they  never  knew  how  to  sympathise  with  or  to  take  care  of  a  negm. 
Now,  my  no|;roes  on  my  plantation  I  owned  before  the  war.  I  take  care  of  them  yet. 
They  cultivate  my  land.  I  rent  my  lands  to  them.  They  get  me  to  transact  all  their 
business.    I  nt  ill  have  a  feeling  of  regard  for  them  that  other  men  do  not  have. 

Question,  What  class  of  men  is  this  of  whom  you  spoke  f 

Ansicer,  The  ignorant,  poor  white  raen. 

Question.  Men  who  are  renters  of  laud,  or  owners  of  land  f 

Anmoer.  If  they  work  at  all  they  rent. 

Question.  Where  do  they  live  genenilly  f 

Ansu}er.  They  generally  live  out  in  those  barrens. 

Question.  In  the  mountains  ? 

Ansiver.    Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  those  men  now  democrats,  generally  1 

Answer.  It  is  mixed  up ;  some  are  radicals,  some  democrats. 

Question.  They  all  alike  have  this  prejudice  against  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  That  is  my  idea,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  About  what  is  the  proportion  of  those  men  living  in  the  mountains  whom 
you  have  dcscribeil  in  their  political  divisions ;  are  there  more  democrats  or  republicansf 

Answer,  I  expect  they  are  pretty  well  divided. 

Question.  Did  you  tn^ce  their  tracks  i\p  to  their  houses  ? 

Ansiccr.  No,  sir.  If  I  could  have  douo  that  I  could  have  taken  some  steps  to  have 
had  them  prosecuted: 

Question.  You  do  not  know,  then,  but  what  they  may  have  oomo  by  that  route  from 
some  considerable  distance  f 

Anstoer.  No;  that  is  so. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  the  negroes  what  thex^wero  whipping  them  for  t 

Ansiocr.  I  don't  n;meml)er,  sir.  It  has  been  along  time,  and  never  being  expecte<l  to 
bo  called  on  about  it  again  I  have  forgotten  it. 


HuNTSViiXE,  Al.\bama,  October  li,  1S71. 

ARCHIBALD  JACKSON  STEELE  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Please  to  states  your  ago,  place  of  residence,  and  occnpation. 

Answer.  I  am  a  preacher,  or  have  l>een  wlien  I  was  able  to  |>reach ;  I  am  not  now 
able  tt».  I  live  in  this  county,  tw^pt^'-two  miles  due  north  of  ttiis.  1  am  now  ih  my 
6ev(Mity-8«?eond  year. 

Qncsiion.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Madison  County! 

AuHicvr.  Since  the  year  ItijiJ. 

Question.  Do  you  livo  in  a  village,  or  in  the  country  t 

Anawcr.  In  tho  country. 

Question.  Do  you  mauage  a  plantation  f 

Ansatr,  Yt«,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  employ  any  colored  men  upon  it? 

AuHWir.  Y(5S,  Hir. 

Question.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  if  you  have  over  been  visited  by  any  bands  of  raen 
in  disguise? 

AuHUKT.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  times  t 

Ausirer.  W<;11,  I  reckon,  some  five  or  six  times. 

Question,  You  may  begin  with  tho  lirbt  timo  and  st^te  to  the  committee  when  that 
was. 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  I  can  do  that,  it  has  been  so  long  back.  My  memory  is  very 
treacherous  now-a-days.  I  have  been  long  atrecte<l  with  chronic  diarrhoea,  and  it  bas 
affecteil  my  memory  mightily.  I  cannot  tell  how  long  back,  but  since  the  war;  but  I 
cannot  identify  the  year. 

Question.  Wlien  they  visitcil  you  at  tho  times  of  which  you  speak,  what  did  they 
announce  was  their  object  or  motive  in  the  visit  f 

Answer.  They  declared  themselves  friends  to  tho  white  men  and  block  men  bath; 
<lid  not  interfere  with  anything  or  anybody.  They  just  came  in  the  yard  sod  rode 
«it>and  the  bouse  and  rode  ofL    All  their  first  visits  were  of  that  oharaoter. 
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Question,  Were  those  yifiits  in  the  day-time  or  at  night  f 

Answer,  At  night. 

(iuesUan,  Did  they  make  any  inquiries  in  relation  to  yonr  negroes  f 

Answer.  Not  at  those  visits. 

Qtt€8iion.  Did  they  ever  take  away  any  guns  from  yonr  negroes  t       * 

AMtcer,  No,  sir. 

QuesUon.  State  if  within  the  last  month  there  has  been  any  yisit  of  disguised  men 
to  joar  plantation  T 

Answer,  In  August  last,  on  the  23d  of  August,  1871,  there  was  a  visit  of  disguiaed 
men  there. 

(i^esiwn.  What  was  their  object  f 

Ansicer.  From  what  they  did,  their  object  seemed  to  be  to  abuse  the  darkeys  that 
lived  with  me. 

Question,  What  did  they  do  T 

Amtwer,  They  arrested  the  darkeys  in.  the  cabins  where  they  were  peaceably  and 
quietly  asleep,  took  them  prisoners,  took  them  to  the  woods  and  beat  tnem  unmerci- 
^y,  and  then  made  them  start  and  run  off  from  them  and  shot  at  them,  and  shot  one 
of  them.  They  shot  at  three  of  them,  and  the  other  one  they  did  not  take  to-  the 
woods.  There  were  four  boys,  or  four  men.  They  shot  one  in  the  left  arm  near  the 
shoulder.  I  have  got  the  bullet  here  that  the  doctor  took  out  of  it.  [The  witness 
produces  and  exlm>its  a  bullet.]    I  thought  maybe  it  was  right  to  bring  the  bullet 


Qimiton,  The  doctor  took  that  out  of  the  colored  man's  arm  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
.  Question,  Was  this  visit  you  have  described  in  the  night-time,  this  last  one  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qnestwiu  At  about  what  hour  of  the  night  T 

Answer,  I  could  not  tell,  for  I  was  asleep.  It  was  after  midnight  when  I  was  notified 
about  it.  They  took  them  to  the  woods  and  abused  them  very  much.  They  were  not 
able  to  work  for  a  week. 

QtustUm.  What  was  the  offense  of  the  negroes  T 

Answer,  Well,  there  was  a  white  str&nger  came  into  the  neighborhood,  and  an  old 
maid  had  a  vacant  house,  and  he  got  leave  to  go  into  that  house  and  stav  a  few  days, 
he  said,  to  look  around,  so  she  says — I  know  nothing  about  this  now-^that  he  might 
find  a  home  somewhere  in  the  community.  I  saw  him  pass  my  house,  but  I  see  so 
many  strangers  I  pay  no  attention  to  tbem.  He  came  among  my  darkeys,  and  one 
youn^  negro,  that  did  not  belong  to  my  negroes,  had  a  banjo ;  he  was  a  visitor.  He 
got  him  to  go  over,  to  the  house  where  ne  was  and  play  the  banjo  for  his  wife,  and 
also  that  the  boys  should  go  alon^  and  dance,  as  she  had  never  heard  a  banjo  nor  seen 
a  dance.  The  boys,  without  thinking  any  harm,  walked  a  quarter  of  a  mile  over  t© 
the  cabin  and  had  a  banio-playing  and  a  dance,  but  did  not  stay  long.  When  they 
started  back  a  man  met  them  and  knew  them  very  well,  and  told  them  it  was  a  good 
thing  they  left,  because  a  company  was  making  up  to  beat  them  and  maybe  would 
kill  some  of  them.  That  was  on  Saturday  night,  and  on  Wednesday  night  this  thing 
occurred.  Now,  if  you  want  the  character  of  these  boys  I  can  tell  you,  if  this  is  the 
place. 

QuesHon,  I  will  come  to  that  directly.  Did  these  disguised  men  tell  these  boys  at 
the  time,  that  they  were  whipping  them  for  having  violated  this  white  man's  bouse 
aod  for  having  played  the  baqjo  and  danced  T 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  as  for  that.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  heard  the  boys  say.  I 
do  not  know  that  I  have  heard  them  say  what  they  said  they  were  abusing  them  for. 
Yes,  I  did  hear  them  say  this :  that  they  told  them  it  was  for  associating  with  white 
people.    But  if  they  were,  they  were  invited  to  the  association. 

QnesHon,  How  many  disused  men  were  there  in  this  gang  ¥ 

AKSwtr,  Five,  so  they  said.    Now  I  am  talking  on  hearsay. 

Question,  Did  they  come  on  foot  or  on  horseback  f 

Ansicer,  It  seemed  some  were  riding  and  some  walking,  as  far  as  I  have  learned. 

Qu^iofu  Now  you  can  go  on  and  give  the  character  of  the  colored  men  who  were 
shipped.    Give  their  names  in  the  first  place. 

Answer,  Henry  Johnson  has  lived  with  me  these  four  years,  and  is  a  young  man, 
married,  in  his  house ;  he  lived  with  me,  and  we  have  never  had  cause  to  give  him  a 
cross  word,  and  there  has  never  been  a  cross  word  passed  to  him  in  the  four  years 
together.  He  has  been  as  punctual  to  the  article  of  writing  as  any  man  could  be.  He 
hn»  never  derogated  to  any  extent  at  all,  in  any  way.  He  is  peaceable  and  quiet,  and 
never  steals  from  anybody,  and  is  not  saucy.  I  have  a  right  to  know.  It  has  been 
going  on  four  years  that  he  has  sustained  as  good  a  character  as  any  man  I  know  with 
me  and  my  family  and  the  neighborhood.  As  far  as  I  know  he  has  never  been  charged 
with  aoytmng.  Peyton  Lipscomb  is  another.  He  has  been  living  with  me  this  is  the 
third  year.    I  have  never  had  a  cross  word  with  him,  nor  my  boys.    He  don't  go^out 

60  a 
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in  the  neighborhood  on  rows,  attends  to  his  own  business,  stays  at  home,  steals  nothing 
from  anybody,  that  I  know  of.  and  behaves  himself  like  a  gentleman. 

Question,  You  say  he  is  an  old  man  Y 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qtiestion,  Give*the  names  of  the  other  two. 

Anstoer.  Washington  Strong.  Wash  has  been  living  with  me  this  year  only.  He  is 
a  very  good  boy.  We  have  had  no  disturbance  with  him ;  never  give  him  a  cross 
word ;  got  along  easily  with  him.  It  is  only  necessary  to  tell  him  what  to  do,  and  ho 
goes  ana  does  it  pleasantly. 

Queatian,  Was  lie  the  one  who  played  the  banjo  t 

Answer,  No,  sir;  it  was  a  different  negro ;  one  out  of  the  neighborhood;  a  visitor. 

Question,  Was  there  not  one  named  Anthony  Steele? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Anthony  was  a  boy  I  owned  before  the  war  some  years,  and  is 
still  with  me ;  a  good  boy.  He  behaves  himself  prudently ;  he  don't  get  drunk 
or  have  fusses  with  anybody,  black  or  white  people,  and  all  that  is  necessary  is  to  tell 
Anthony  *what  to  do  and  he  does  it  cheerfhlly  and  pleasantly. 

Question,  Have  any  of  these  disguised  men  that  inflicted  this  whipping  been  pun- 
ished t 

Answer,  Not  that  I  know  of,  sir. 

(^€stio7i.  Which  one  of  these  men  was  it  that  was  shot  t 

Answer.  Peyton  Lipscomb. 

By  Mr.  Rick  : 
Question,  The  old  man  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  know.why  he  was  shot  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  except  ti^at  I  think  it  was  because  he  went  over  there  along  with 
the  crowd  to  the  house  where  they  were  invited. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  this  gang  or  any  other  committing  any  other  mischief  on 
the  following  night  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    I  wlU  t^U  you  about  that. 

Question.  Very  w^ell ;  go  on. 

Answer.  They  visited  a  negro,  a  neighbor  woman,  a  white  woman's  house  before  that, 
and  that  night  too,  but  before  that,  and  tore  up  her  house  and  broke  all  her  things, 
her  looking-glass,  «fec.  The  same  night  five  men  were  there  and  attempted  entering 
her  house,  but  they  defeated  it. 

Question.  The  same  night  your  boys  were  whipped  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  that  same  night  they  attempted  to  enter  a  poor  white  man's 
house ;  but  be  met  them  at  the  door  with  an  ax  and  told  them  the  first  man  that  put 
his  foot  in  ho  would  split  his  head,  and  he  stopped  them.  The  day  after  this  occurred 
I  went  down,  hearing  from  the  darkeys  that  they,  had  been  at  the  widow  woman's 
house  and  this  other  house,  to  see  what  they  did,  and  if  they  could  identify  any  of 
them,  and  they  were  excited  very  much,  they  talked  as  though  they  could ;  but  since 
I  have  been  subpcenaed  I  thought  I  would  go  and  see,  and  now  they  say  they  cannot 
tell ;  they  think  they  know,  but  they  cannot  identify  them. 

Question.  How  many  did  they  say  were  in  the  crow^d  t 

Answer.  Five. 

Question.  You  suppose  it  was  the  same  men  who  visited  your  negroes  t 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  all  believed  that,  but  who  they  are  we  cannot  tell. 

Question.  What  complaint  had  they  against  the  widow  f  ^ 

Answer.  I  did  not  learn  that. 

Question,  Did  you  learn  what  their  complaint  was  against  the  poor  wliite  man  t 

'Answer.  No.  sir ;  I  did  not.  I  think  they  were  drunk,  and  just  wanted  to  have  sport 
out  of  the  misery  of  others. 

Question.  Was  his  name  Johnson? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  a  man  named  Johnson  having  been  abused  by 
thoKu-Klux? 

Anstcer.  None  but  this  black  boy,  Anthony  Johnson.  As  this  is  going  on — ^may  I  talk 
a  little  and  tell  you  how  this  has  been  going  on  back  for  a  time  t 

Question.  Yes,  sir,  you  may  do  so. 

Anstcer.  It  has  been  going  on  about  twenty  months.  During  the  war  we  had  complete 
peace  and  quietude  except  when  both  armies  were  on  us,  as  a  matter  of  course ;  but  the 
neighborhood  was  quiet  and  the  darkeys  faithful  and  true  as  men  or  women  could 
be ;  but  now  about  twenty  months  this  woman  I  speak  of,  who  had  this  house,  she 
owned  a  little  piece  of  poor  land — I  do  not  know  of  any  other  cause — they  conmienced 
on  her  in  disguise  and  drove  her  from  her  house. 

Question.  What  was  her  name  t  *  ^ 
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• 
Ansica'.  Campbell.  I  think  they  intondecl  to  drive  her  from  her  hoase  and  land  and 
take  possession  of  it.  They  continued  on,  and  nffev  a  while  tliey  assailed  some  people 
in  the  barrens  of  their  own  stock.  They  are  quite  a  poor,  low-down,  uncultivated 
people,  living  in  poor  country,  and  they  whipped  two  of  tnem  up  there  in  a  raid  around. 
1  doD^t  know  why,  but  they  did  it.  They  continued  now  troubling  this  woman,  coming 
in  diagniso  and  throwing  rocks  on  her  house,  and  came  into  her  house  and  to  her  bed 
wbero  she  was  lying.  I  am  the  only  man  living  there  that  sympathized  with  her.  She 
"worild  come  to  me  and  tell  what  tney  did.  I  would  teU.  her,  **Mi88  Becky,  they  will 
not  hurt  you."  She  thought  they  would  kill  her.  I  would  say,  "They  are  just  deviling 
and  plaguing  you ;  don't  get  scared."  She  is  a  mighty  brave  woman,  but  I  found  she 
was  getting  scared  the  way^hey  were  treating  her.  It  went  on  until  a  young  man  came 
there  in  disgnise — he  is  hCTC  in  jail  in  town — and  he  struck  her  on  the  head  with  a 
donble-baneled  shot-gun  and  liked  to  have  killed  her ;  and  still  it  has  been  going  on,  as 
you  see,  until  the  present  time,  and  we  that  are  civil  and  belong  to  civil  society  and  want 
to  be  white  people  have  become  afraid,  to  tell  you  the  trutn.  Wo  don't  know  what 
night  we  are  to  be  invited  out  and  whipped. 

By  Mr.  BuoB : 
Question,  What  was  the  name  of  that  young  man  that  struck  her  with  a  gun  and  who 
ia  flving  here  in  town  ? 
Answer.  He  is  in  jail  here. 
Question,  What  is  his  name  ? 
2n»tcer.  Yarbrough. 

Question.  Is  be  here  on  the  accusation  of  striking  thi.s  woman? 
Anexcer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  disguise. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  How  large  was  the  party  that  struck  this  woman  f 

Answer.  Just  two  of  them,  but  only  one  that  came  into  the  house ;  the  one  that  struck 
her. 

QvesUon.  Did  yon  ever  hear  of  a  Mrs.  Lindsay  who  had  been  whipped  for  marrying  a 
Union  man  f 

Answer,  That  is  the  name  of  this  widow  woman  that  I  could  not  tell  you  who  they 
^ere  that  went  to  the  door  of  her  house  a^nd  broke  her  glass. 

Question,  She  is  a  different  woman  £rom  Mrs.  Campbell  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Tell  us  the  particulars  of  what  they  did  to  Mrs.  Lindsay  T 

Answer.  They  went  in  and  tore  up  her  looking-glass  and  house  and  dresses.  She  is  a 
mighty  poor  woman. 

Question,  What  did  they  do  this  for  ? 

Answer,  I  don't  know ;  I  never  asked  her. 

Question.  Had  she  married  a  Union  man  ? 

Ansicer,  Not  that  I  know  of.  O,  no,  sir,  she  is  a  widow.  It  is  strange  the  way  this 
all  has  occurred.  Wo  are  all  ITuiou.  These  bad  fellows  up  there  and  me,  we  got 
through  the  war  like  brothers ;  wo  are  Union  men.  I  cannot  see  anything  they  abused 
these  negroes  for  except  to  drive  them  off  of  my  pla<;o  so  as  to  get  to  cultivate  it.  I  have 
a  pretty  large  farm.  Sly  doctrine  is  that  a  man  that  never  worked  is  going  to  make 
nothing  for  anybody  else.  1  tried  one  of  them.  I  rented  him  forty  acres  of  land  and 
ho  brought  me'nine  barrels  of  com.  I  have  been  always  used  to  negroes,  was  raised 
^th  them,  and  I  prefer  to  have  the  colored  people  cultivate  my  land.  I  have  more  con- 
fidence in  them  than  I  have  in  a  white  man  that  has  never  made  anything  for  himself. 

Quesiian,  You  do  not  know  who  it  was,  in  point  of  fact,  that  did  whip  your  negroes  1 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  This  is  just  a  matter  of  suspicion  of  yours  ? 

Ansicer.  That  is  all. 

Question,  Nobody  has  been  arrested  for  this  outrage  upon  your  negroes  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  because  it  would  be  guess-work  pretty  much,  you  know,  and  that 
would  not  do. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  like  disturbance  occurring  at  New  Market,  six  or  seven 
miles  from  you  t 

Ansieer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  stated  now  all  the  outrages  that  have  come  to  your  knowledge- 
all  that  yon  can  remember  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  You  stated  that  you  were  a  minister  of  the  Gkwpel,  I  believe  t  ^  - 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  *  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 

Question,  In  connection  with  what  church  t  ^ 

Answer.  Tie  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church. 
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fiy  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qt^Hon,  You  stated  that  yoa  wereck  Union  man  during  the  war  t 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir  ;  born  and  raised  one. 

Question.  And  all  your  neighbors  up  thpre  f 

Answer,  That  is,  just  about  my  place. 

Question,  Those  men  whom  you  suspect  of  this  transaction  t     . 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  am  surprised  at  them,  for  I  have  sustained  them.  I  will  tell 
you  how  I  was  raised.  I  was  raised  in  South  Carolina  by  my  old  father,  and  was 
taught,  first,  to  reverence  my  Qod ;  second,  the  Bible ;  third,  the  Constitution ;  and 
fourth,  the  Union— to  regard  all  these  things  as  sacred ;  and  I  commenced  the  war, 
gentlemen,  in  that  way,  and  I  came  through  that  way,  and  I  am  at  it  to-day.  My  old 
mther  smelt  gunpowder  in  1776  through  that  war ;  and  when  we  were  talking  about 
fighting  here,  I  begged  our  men  let  us  keep  the  flag  of  our  fathers  and  set  our  foot 
upon  me  stafi^  and  if  we  have  to  fight,  fight  for  our  rights  in  the  Constitution  and 
under  our  old  nag ;  never  give  up  the  flag  of  our  fathers,  and  never  give  up  the  Union, 
die  by4t*;  and  I  told  one  of  them,  if  ^ou  will  do  that,  I  am  old  and  worn  out,  but  as 
my  father  fought  for  that  flag,  I  am  willing  to  go  as  far  as  life  and  strength  will  last  to 
fight  under  it  while  I  may  live,  but  I  will  never  turn  my  back  on  it,  I  will  die  first. 

Question.  All  of  your  neighbors  sympathize  with  yoa  in  your  Union  sentiments  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  I  speak  o^ 

Question.  You  think  these  outrs^es  were  committed  by  people  in  your  own  immediate 
neighborhood  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  that  stock,  too ;  not  political  things,  not  a  bit  of  that  in  this,  Just 
bad  fellows.    I  thmk  they  wanted  to  drive  the  negroes  from  my  land  and  get  it.    They 

got  drunk  and  did  this  to  these  poor  white  people,  to  devil  them  and  have  some  fan, 
ut  if  they  could  be  found  I  think  they  ought  to  be  punished  pretty  badly  for  it. 

Question,  Is  this  man  Yarbrough  a  neighbor  of  yours  t 

Answer.  No ;  he  lives  some  two  or  three  miles,  or  his  father  does,  from  me. 

Question.  Was  he  of  the  same  sentiments  T 

Answer.  His  father  was.  He  is  a  young  fellow,  a  green  young  fellow,  raised,  poor 
fellow,  not  as  good  as  the  most  of  our  southern  negroes.  He  never  was  taken  to  church, 
had  no  moral  education  nor  no  legal  education. 

Question.  Among  that  class  of  people  in  the  South,  were  they  not,  and  are  they  not, 
hostile  to  the  negroes  generally  t 


Answer,  O,  yes,  sir ;  and  to  their  masters,  too,  generally,  that  is  so. 

QuesUon,  There  has  been  existing,  from  all  time,  a  feua  between  that  class  of  white 
people  and  the  negro,  before  the  war  and  since  T 

Answer,  Yes ;  that  is  my  impression. 

Question,  Did  they  consider  themselves  aggrieved  that  the  negro  lived  upon  the  best 
land  of  the  country,  and  took  it  up  from  them  t 

Answer,  That  is  what  I  think ;  and  there  have  been  several  attempts  made,  not  of  this 
desperate  character,  though,  to  get  the  darkeys  off  of  our  land  where  I  live. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Do  these  poor  white  men  that  abused  the  negroes  and  whipped  tham  in 
this  manner,  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f 
Answer.  No,  no ;  I  hate  that,  but  I  must  tell  the  truth. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  What  is  your  politics  t 
Answer.  I  am  a  Union  man. 
Question.  Are  you  a  republican  or  a  democrat  ? 

Answer.  I  am  a  democrat ;  for  the  Union  and  the  Constitution ;  the  old  flag,  let  me 
see  it  flutter.    I  think  of  my  old  father  then. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  but  I  am  a  democrat  in  principle.    I  will  not  deny  my  principles, 
gentlemen. 


HuKTSViLLE,  Alabama,  October  14, 187L 
ANTHONY  STEELE  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Where  you  do  live  t 
Answer.  Up  here  above  New  Market. 

Question,  On  the  plantation  of  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Steelfef  C^  r\r\r^\c> 

Answer.  Yes,  sk.  digitized  by  V^OO^  LC 

Question,  Have  you  been  visited  lately  by  men  in  disguise  and  whipped  f 
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Aniwer.  I  have  been  yisited,  bat  I  have  not  been  whipped.  I  happened  to  get  oat  of 
the  wa^. 

QuettKm,  When  was  this  T 

Antwer.  It  was  in  Joly,  I  believe,  as  far  as  my  recollection  goes. 

QuaHan,  How  many  men  were  tnere  came  after  yon  t 

Antwer,  Five. 

Quetthn,  How  were  the^  disgaised  f 

Antwar.  They  had  on  white. 

QueatUm.  White  whatt 

Answer.  White  doth. 

QwtHon.  Did  it  cover  their  bodies  t 

Amwer,  Tes,  sir. 

QwsHon,  Did  they  have  any  covering  npon  their  heads  f 

AMwer.  Tes,  sir ;  they  had  things  hanging  over  their  heads  Jke  male's  ears. 

QuesUon,  So  yoa  ooold  not  see  &eir  faces! 

Antwer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Were  they  on  foot  ? 

Answer.  Horseback. 

QuesOotu  Were  their  horses  di^ised  t 

Ansmer.  Yes,  sir ;  one  or  two  oithem  were. 

Que^oni  Did  yoa  know  any  of  the  horses  t 

Answer,  No,  sir :  I  conldn't  see  them ;  it  was  dark. 

QuesHan.  How  late  at  nisht  was  it  t 

Ansioer.  Between  midnight  and  day. 

Question.  Ton  may  state  the  circumstances  of  their  visit  to  yon  and  what  they  did. 

Answer.  And  what  for  f 

Question.  Tes,  and  what  for. 

Ansioer.  Well^  there  was  a  gentleman  there  iu  the  neighborhood,  and  one  of  the  boys 
in  our  hoose  was  a  banjo-picler,  and  the  old  gentleman  eame  by  oar  house  on  a  Sat- 
urday evening  and  heard  the  ba^jo.  One  of  them  there  was  playing  and  the  other  one 
VM  playing  marbles.  He  stopped  a  few  minutes  and  listened  to  the  bai\jo,  and  then 
he  hired  this  fellow  to  go  over  and  pick  the  banjo  so  that  his  wife  could  hear  it.  Then 
▼ken  he  went  over  to  this  gentleman's,  a  parcel  of  as  boys  went  with  him  for  com- 
pany, about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  crom  our  house.  When  we  started  back  from 
there,  we  met  a  man.  and  he  says,  **  Boys,  where  have  yon  been  f"  We  told  him  we 
had  been  over  to  tnis  gentleman's  house  that  was  camped  over  there.  He  was  only 
a  camper ;  ht  had  been  traveling,  Moving.  He  says,  **  Boys,  don't  you  know  that  was 
wrong  f  We  told  him  no,  sir,  we  didn't  know  it  was  wrong  to  go  and  see  fun ;  it  was 
the  first  time  I  ever  knew  fun  was  wrong :  I  didn't  know  it.  He  says,  "  Yes,  you  did ; 
yoa  know  the  laws  of  this  country  don't  allow  black  and  white  to  mix."  I  says,  **  We 
didn't  mix ;  we  only  went  over  there  to  see  some  fun." 

Quotum.  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  who  told  yoa  this  f 

Answer.  Campbell. 

Question.  Where  does  he  live  t 

Answer.  Two  or  three  hundred  yards  from  where  we  were  ^okim  the  bai\)o. 

Question.  What  does  he  follow  t 

Anstoer.  Farming. 

Question.  A  renter! 

Answer.  No,  sir :  he  owns  a  little  piece  of  land  out  in  the  barrens. 

Question.  Does  he  work  or  employ  colored  men  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Go  on  with  your  stoijr. 

Answer.  I  told  him  we  hadn't  been  mixing  with  them,  only  went  out  <br  a  little  fna ; 
that  the  man  hired  him  to  come  and  pick  the  banjo,  and  we  went  for  cor^pany ;  we 
didn't  know  we  had  done  any  harm.  He  says,  ^'  Well,  yon  have,  and  if  yoo  nadn't  left 
pretty  soon  we  were  just  coming  on  you  to  whip  and  kill  out  the  last  damne4  one  of 
you."  ♦ 

Question.  Was  Campbell  a  democrat  or  a  republican  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know  what  he  is. 

Question.  Had  he  been  in  the  army  during  the  wart 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  had  been  a  little.    Ue  staid  in  a  month  or  two,  I  think. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  Which  armyt 
Answer,  He  had  been  in  the  southern  side. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  He  was  in  the  confederate  army  then  t  Diaitized  bv  GoOqIc 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ^         ^  O 

Question.  Had  he  deserted,  or  what  was  the  cause  of  his  leaving! 
Answer.  He  got  scared  and  ran  home. 
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QutstMn.  Did  be  make  any  threats  as  to  what  wonld  be  done  to  you  colored  people 
for  visiting  that  house  f 

Answer.  1^0 f  sir ;  only  if  we  hadn't  left  as  soon  as  we  did,  they  were  just  coming  on  us 
to  whip  and  kill  out  the  last  one  of  us;  that  was  all  the  threat  that  was  made. 

Question,  Was  this  in  the  day-time  or  at  night? 

Answer.  Saturday  night. 

Qtiestion,  What  toUowed  after  that? 

Answer.  On  Wednesday  night  the  disguised  men  came  on  us  and  took  us  out ;  took 
out  three  and  whipped  them,  and  shot  at  all  three  of  them,  and  shot  one  of  them,  and 
I  run.  I  went  out  by  the  floor — I  had  only  a  puncheon  floor — and  went  out  throngU 
the  house,  and  run  on,  and  run  against  a  little  crib  I  had,  and  pretty  near  bursted  my 
head  open. 

Question.  So  yon  escaped  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  you  came  back,  how  did  you  find  that  the  other  boys  had  been  treated  f 

Answer.  I  found  that  they  had  been  whipped  pretty  badly. 

Question.  How  long  were  they  laid  up  ? 

Anstcei:  Peyton  was  laid  up  a  month,  and  the  other  boys  only  three  or  four  days. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  catched  me.  After  I  run  against  the  crib  and  knocked  myself 
down,  I  couldn't  raise  to  get  away  any  more  before  they  come  on  me  and  cau^t  me. 
Then  I  swore  I  was  not  there.    I  swore  a  solemn  oath. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  That  you  were  not  at  the  house  where  the  bai^Jo  was  played  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did  it  to  keep  from  being  punished.    They  made  me  hold  up  my 
hand  and  swear. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question.  You  took  the  oath  they  administered  to  you  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  But  you  did  not  swear  the  truth? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  consider  yourself  undet  obligation  to  tell  the  truth  under  those 
circumstances  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  that  night  I  didn't.  * 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  this  man  that  was  shot  ? 

Answer.  Peyton  Lipscomb.  '• 

Question.  What  was  he  shot  for  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Question.  Did  they  whip  him  also  ? 

Answer.  They  whipped  nim,  and  gave  them  all  three  ten  steps  to  run,  and  then  they 
shot. 

Question.  How  many  pistols  were  fired  off? 

Answer.  Three. 

Question.  And  he  was  the  only  one  wounded  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  other  boys,  Wash  Strong  and  Henry  Johnson,  when  they  got 
their  ten  steps,  and  they  told  them  to  run,  they  run  right  out  in  the  bushes ;  but  the 
other  one  was  an  old  man,  and  he  couldn^t  run  fast,  and  they  put  it  to  him;  he  jost 
kept  running  right  on  up  the  road. 

Question.  Have  you  ai\y  idea  who  these  disguised  men  were  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  because  it  was  in  the  night,  and  they  had  on  things  I  never  had 
seen  before.  There  never  was  any  at  my  house ;  they  were  the  first  I  had  ev^r  seen. 
I  cannot  have  any  idea  who  they  were. 

Question,  Did  they  tell  you  where  they  came  from  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  titey  never  told  me  where  they  came  from. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  disguised  men  except  them  ? 

Ansiccr,  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  any  except  them. 

Question,  This  happened  in  Madison  County  ?. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  last  summer  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  this  falL  It  was  in  August,  I  think ;  about  the  middle  of  August, 
as  far  as  my  recollection  goes. 

By  Mr.  Rick  : 
Question.  How  long  have  you  been  living  i\pon  that  place  ? 
^ii«cer.  Two  years  Christmas.  C^mr\n\t> 

Question.  The  coming  Christmas  ?  ^'9'^'^^^  ^v  ^^OO^  LL 


ALABAMA — SUB-COMMITTEE.  951 

Question,  You  were  not  down  where  they  were  whipped  T 

Antwer,  No,  sir ;  they  left  me  at  the  house.  They  swore  me  to  stay  there  until  day- 
light, and  if  they  catched  me  away  from  there  that  my  house  would  be  roused  with 
fire. 

QuetUon.  Did  you  see  the  horses  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  hut  they  were  talking  to  me  so  that  I  could  not  look  at  the  horses. 
They  kept  me  busy  talking. 

Question,  You  did  not  recognize  the  voices  of  any  of  them  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 


HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  October  14, 1871. 

PEYTON  LIPSCOMB  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Have  you  ever  been  visited  by  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  have. 

Question.  More  than  once  f 

Answer,  Not  more  than  once  since  I  have  been  living  in  Alabama. 

Question,  Before  you  came  to  Alabama,  were  yout 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question,  Where  t 

Answer,  In  Tennessee. 

Question.  In  what  county  in  Tennessee  t 

Answer.  About  five  miles  this  side  of  Salem. 

Question.  In  what  year  was  that  f 

Answer.  It  was  the  second  year  I  came  home ;  I  was  out  in  the  Army. 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  Union  Army  during  the  war  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  to  you  t 

Answer.  They  abused  me  very  bad ;  they  whipped  me. 

Question.  How  large  was  the  company  t 

Answer.  There  were  four  of  them  together. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  all  of  tnem  were  disguised  men. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  3'ou  what  they  were  whipping  you  for  t 

Answer.  Well,  they  whipped  me  for  voting,  for  one  t£ing. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  you  how  you  had  voted— on  which  side  you  had  voted  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Which  side  was  that  Y 

Answer.  They  said  I  had  voted  on  the  North  side. 

Question,  They  whipped  you  for  that  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  tell  you  you  must  vote  after  thatf 

Answer.  They  said,  if  I  could  not  vote  on  the  other  side,  I  must  not  vote  at  alL 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  Ku-Klux  after  that  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  since  I  have  been  living  in  Alabama,  which  has  been  about  a  month, 
I  reckon,  they  came  and  visited  me  a^ain. 

Question.  What  did  they  tell  you  this  time  t 

Answer.  Well,  they  whipped  me  and  took  me  out.  They  didn't  say  anything  more 
against  me,  only  about  a  man  that  came  in— moved  in— a  new  comer.  We  boys  were 
there  in  the  evening,  picking  a  banjo.  He  came  along,  and  asked  us  to  come  down  there 
to  his  place  in  the  evening  and  pick  the  banjo,  in  connection  of  his  wife  hearing  of  it; 
that  she  never  heard  one,  and  she  would  like  to  hear  it.  We  agreed  to  come  after  so  long 
a  time.  He  told  us  there  Was  no  harm  in  it,  and  we  didn't  think  there  was  any,  and 
we  went  down  there,  and  as  we  passed  by  a  certain  house  they  hailed  us,  and  asked  us 
where  we  were  gping,  and  we  told  them  a  gentleman  had  asked  us  to  ^o  over  and  pick 
the  banjo,  and  ms  wife  wanted  to  hear  it,  and  they  made  a  mighty  'miration  [admira- 
tion] that  we  was  goin^.  \ 

(luestUm,  Who  was  this  gentleman  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Campbell. 

Question.  Had  he  been  m  the  war  f 

Answer.  He  might,  as  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  Did  he  own  a  plantation  near  there  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  lived  on  a  plantation  not  far  from  where  we  went  up  to  pick  the 
banjo  that  night. 

(^tion.  This  was  Wednesday  night,  was  it  t  C^r\r\n]t> 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  was  Saturdaynight.  °  9'^'^^^  by  ^^UUg  IL 

Question,  What  occurred  on  the  We&esday  night  following  t 

Answer,  Wednesday  night! 
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QHestion,  I  mean  the  night  when  yon  men  were  wfaipp«d  f 
Aiuwer.  O,  be  shot  me  uiat  night,  after  whipping  me. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  Who  shot  yon  ? 

Anawer.  One  of  the^men  whipped  me,  and  then  shot  me  too,  in  this  arm ;  my  left 
arm. 

By  Mr.  Bucklby  : 
Question.  What  time  of  night  was  it  ? 

Answer.  I  reckon  it  was  near  abont  midnight,  or  not  that  hite. 
Question.  Where  were  you  when  they  fonnd  yon  f 
Ansioer.  I  was  in  my  house,  and  they  took  me  out  of  my  house. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Did  they  break  in  f 

Answer.  No :  when  I  discovered  them  being  there,  I  heard  the  whistles,  and  th^  were 
sorronndin^  the  house,  and  there  was  a  man  poking  his  pistol  in  the  window,  at  each 
window ;  there  were  two  windows  to  the  house ;  and  they  told  me  to  come  out  or  they 
would  shoot  in  the  house,  and  I  went  out.  When  I  went  out,  he  catched  hold  of  me 
and  walked  me  out  in  the  road,  and  the  other  man  in  there  he  did  the  same  way ;  they 
ordered  him  to  come  out. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  What  was  his  name  f 
Answer.  Washington. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Washington  Strong  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  they  tell  you  they  wanted  to  do  with  you  ? 
Answer.  They  didn't  say  what  they  were  going  to  do  with  me  at  all.    I  told  them  I 
hadn't  done  anything.    They  told  me  to  come  on,  he  had  something  to  do  with  me. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  Go  on,  and  tell  what  they  did  with  you. 

Anstoer.  After  they  took  me  out,  they  took  me  up  the  road,  I  reckon  it  was  about  a 
quarter,  and  there  they  halted  and  stood  about  awhile,  and  then  got  hickories  and 
whipped  me.  ' 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  How  many  licks  did  they  give  you  t 

Answer.  I  couldn't  count  how  many ;  they  gave  me  a  good  many. 

Question.  Did  you  have  your  coat  on  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  took  everything  oflF. 

Question.  How  manv  whipped  you  t 

Anstoer,  There  didn't  but  one  man  whip  me.  He  made  me  get  down  on  the  ground, 
and  he  whipped  me  there ;  as  wejLl  as  I  could  tell,  fifteen  minutes,  as  hard  as  he  could ; 
and  then  another  one  came  up  and  whipped  me  s^ain. 

Question.  Were  the  other  colored  people  also  whipped,  who  were  there  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  whipped  tne  other  two  men  that  were  there  with  me. 

Question.  Did  they  t^ll  you  there  what  they  were  whipping  you  for  t 

Answer,  They  said  it  was  for  picking  the  banjo  for  that  man.  They  said  the  laws 
of  the  country  didn't  allow  black  and  white  to  mix  together. 

Question.  When  was  it  they  shot  you  ? 

Anmeer,  They  shot  me  on  that  Saturday  night. 

Question.  You  mean  on  this  Wednesday  night  f 

Answer.  Wednesday  night  ? 

Question.  After  they  whipped  vou  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  after  they  whipped  me  they  shot  me. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  you  to  run  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  thev  started  nie  off  to  run.  I  reckon  I  hadn^t  got  as  far  as  from 
here  to  that  window  when  they  fired.  *  ' 

Qtu»tion.  And  they  fired  upon  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QueeHon,  Have  you  been  living  upon  that  place  since  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  been  living  there  since. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  been  troubled  by  t^em  since  that  time  1^ 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  any  of  them.  tized  by  GoQqIc 

Question,  Has  anybody  ever  been  puni^ed  for  this  violence  upon  you  f^ 
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,  No,8ir;  not  as  T  hetidoU 
QwmHoH.  Has  nobody  been  ansetodt 
^auMT.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bice: 
QmmHom.  Do  yon  vole  eyeiy  year  f 
Ammttr,  I  have  not  voted  since  that  ^ear. 
QumHon,  The  fiist  year  you  were  whipped  in  Tennessee  f 
AMiwer.  No,  sir. 

Qumtkm.  Why  did  yon  not  vote  f 
Amtwer.  Well,  I  was  afiraid  to  vote. 

Qumkon.  Which  way  would  you  have  voted  if  you  were  not  afraid  to  vote  f 
Answer,  Well,  I  should  vote  on  the  same  side  as  I  voted  before. 

By  the  Chatkman; 
Question.  And  that  was  the  republican  ticket,  as  I  understand  yon  f 
Amtmtr,  Yes,  sir. 

Quettum.  Is  that  the  way  all  the  colored  people  feel  and  talk  f 
Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  that  is  the  way  they  all  feel,  but  all  that  is  interested^ 
10 1  was.  would  do  the  same  way. 

By  Mr.  Rice: 
Question.  Do  yon  know  which  way  this  man  Campbell  votes? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  where  ne  votes. 
QnesUan.  Do  any  of  the  colored  men  on  your  place  there  vote  f 
Answer.  Not  any  that  I  know  of.    None  of  them  has  voted  since  I  have  been  living 
there.  * 


HuNTSvnxB,  Alabama,  October  14, 1871. 
HENBT  JOHNSON  (colored)  sworn  and  examined.        , 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuMtfoa.  Do  yon  live  on  Mr.  Steele's  plantation  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  see  any  Ku-Klux,  or  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  Yea,  sir ;  I  have  seen  men  in  disguise. 

QwesUon.  Did  you  ever  see  them  more  than  once  f 

Answer.  Five  or  six  times. 

(fmeeUon.  Where  first? 

Answer.  At  the  widow  Walker's,  right  there  close  to  Mr.  Steele's. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  that  t 

AnsMfe^.  That  was  year  before  last. 

QuefHon.  What  were  they  doing  t 

Answer.  They  never  did  nothing :  they  said  they  Just  came  to  look  that  night. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  T 

Answer.  Ten  or  twelve ;  I  don't  know  how  many. 

QuaHon.  Were  they  on  horseback  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

QuesHon.  When  did  you  see  them  next  f 

Answer.  I  saw  them  about  a  month  ago  now,  I  think. 

Qnes^on.  Where? 

Answer.  At  BIr.  Steele's. 

QuesHon.  Was  that  the  time  you  were  whipped  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Go  on  and  tell  us  all  about  it. 

Answer.  Do  you  want  me  to  tell  every  bit? 

Ques^on.  Yes. 

Answer.  I  will  tell  you  the  whole  obligation  of  it  now.  I  went,  we  boys  went,  out  to 
a  man  that  had  been  living  in  a  house— he  rented  the  house— and  one  of  the  boys, 
Wash  Strong,  was  picking  the  bai^jo;  and  he  hired  Wash  to  pick  the  haajo,  and  we 
went.  He  kept  at  us  to  go  with  him,  and  we  went  out  with  him  and  staid  there  a  right 
smart  while,  and  broke  up  and  started  on  home.  We  didn't  sauce  or  pester  anybcSy, 
^  Bay  nothing  out  of  the  way ;  and  we  met  a  man  as  we  started  home,  and  he  said  he 
started  there  to  tell  us  to  leave  there,  that  it  would  be  better  for  us.  Ho  said  he  was 
joat  going  there  to  whip  us  all, out.  ^^  I 

QusUon.  What  fort  Digitized  by  LjOOQle 

Answer.  Just  because  we  went  there  with  that  man.  ^ 

Qnestion.  Was  this  Campbell  f 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir,  Aleck  Campbell.  He  jost  as  good  as  told  as  if  we  luiixi't  g«t  a^ray 
as  soon  as  wo  did,  we  all  would  have  got  whipp^;  bat  we  bad  starfced. 

Question.  This  was  Saturday  night  f 

Anaiver.  Yes,  sir. 

QuestUm.  Tell  as  what  took  place  on  the  Wednesday  night  after  that 

Answer.  Well,  I  call  them  Ka-Klax ;  they  came  there ;  they  came  to  my  door.  There 
is  two  doors  to  the  house ;  they  came  on  that  side.  I  was  in  the  room.  I  have  a  fash- 
ion always  to  set  a  chair  against  my  door.  I  didn't  think  of  them.  Tbey  jost  ma  in 
and  pushed  inj  door,  and  1  had  to  go  and  kindle  up  a  Ught.  They  had  their  piiirtalo  on 
me.  While  I  was  kindling  up  the  light,  Anthony,  that  was  in  here  just  now,  coi  4MK; — 
Anthony  Steele — and  they  run  in,  and  I  couldn't  do  nothing.  My  wife  was  in  the  fuooAJky 
way.    I  couldn't  do  nothing,  and  I  just  stood  and  took  it.    I  couldn't  help  myself  no 

Question,  What  did  they  do  to  you  in  your  house  f 

Answer.  They  didn't  do  nothing  in  the  house  except  to  take  me  out;  and  they  took 
me  off  and  whipped  me. 

Question,  How  many  licks  did  they  give  you  t 

Answer,  I  don't  know,  sir;  I  reckon  about  twenty,  to  my  knowledge. 

Question,  Did  they  make  you  lie  down  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  on  my  back ;  they  made  me  and  Wash  Strong  both  lay  on  otur  backs, 
and  while  they  were  whipning  us  they  put  their  pistols  right  here  to  the  forehead^  and 
had  them  cocked  on  us  botn. 

Question*  Did  they  tell  you  what  they  were  whipping  you  fort 

Answer,  They  said,  "The  next  time  you  want  a  dancing  frolic,  you  come  to  my  house." 
We  never  said  nothing,  but  just  stood  there.  When  they  got  through  whipping,  they 
told  us  to  get  up  and  put  on  our  clothes,  and  we  did  so ;  and  they  told  us  firat  to  jump. 
I  reckon  I  run  as  far  as  from  here  to  the  back  side  of  the  house  over  there ;  and  one  of 
them  said,  "  Shoot ;"  and  when  he  said  that,  I  run  out  of  the  road,  up  in  the  woods. 

Question,  Did  they  shoot  ? 

Awnioer,  Yes,  sir,  they  shot. 

Question,  How  many  shots  did  you  hear  f 

Anstcer,  I  heard  them  shoot  three  times. 

Question,  You  were  not  hit  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  hit  with  any  ball. 

Question.  You  have  told  the  committee  of  two  occasions  that  you  saw  the  Ku-Elax  T  * 

Anstper,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  may  tell  of  any  other  occasion  that  you  saw  them. 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  never  saw  them  any  more. 

Question.  I  thought  you  said  you  had  seen  them  five  or  six  times. 

Ansu)er,  I  just  meant  twice.    I  always  try  to  tell  the  truthi  as  far  as  I  know. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  been  bving  with  Mr.  Steele  t 

Anmcer,  Going  on  four  years,  I  think. 

Question,  Where  did  you  live  before  that  f 

Answer.  At  Jimmy  Johnson's.  * 

QuestioH,  Was  that  in  Madison  County  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    They  troubled  me  there  at  his  house. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question,  Were  those  men  disguised  who  whipped  you  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  those  men  that  you  saw  before  that  disguised  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  the  disguises  these  last  ones  had  similar  to  those  on  the  other  party 
you  had  seen  before  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  they  were  disguised. 

Question,  But  were  they  disguised  in  the  same  way  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Had  they  the  same  kind  of  hats? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  the  same  thing  over  the  faces? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question:  Were  the  horses  disguised  ? 

Answer,  Yes.  sir. 

Question,  All  of  them  f 
.    Answer,  One  I  don't  think  was;  to  my  knowledge  I  don't  think  it  waa.     They 
would  not  allow  me  to  look  at  them. 

Question,  You  did  not  know  any  of  them  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  swear  thajb  I  knew  any  of  them.         C^  r\r\n\i> 

Question,  Have  you  ever  voted  t  jitized  by  VjOOg  Ic 

Answer,  I  never  have  voted  but  once. 
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Quettian.  Wlien  was  that  f 
Answer,  It  has  been  about  two  veais  ago. 
i^iuestion.  Why  do  yon  not  votef 

AMwer.  We  ore  jast  afraid.    We  are  just  afraid ;  tbat  is  the  reason. 
QwttUm,  Of  what  r 

Annoer,  Afraid  we  all  will  be  killed  right  in  our  own  houses. 
QaetUon.  What,  by  the  Ku-Klux  f 
Afuwer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuiUoiL  Are  the  colored  men  around  there  generally  afraid  T 

AMwer,  Some  of  them  are  and  some  of  them  ain^t.  If  they  slip  in  there  and  vote, 
tbftt  is  all  the  way  to  vote. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  Do  you  mean  slip  in  here  to  Huntsville  add  vote  f 
^jmoer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Do  the  democrats  ever  threaten  the  negroes  if  the^  t^ote  T 
Answer,  I  never  heard  any  of  them ;  but  the  negroes  are  just  afraid.    Several  of 
tlifiiD  have  been  whipped  about  there,  and  they  are  just  afraid. 

By  Mr.  Bucklky  :* 
Question.  They  think  they  will  be  safer  if  they  do  not  vote  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  tmnk  they  will  be  safer  not  to  vote  j  they  think  they  won't 
be  kflled  or  beat  up. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Yon  did  not  know  aiiy  of  these  men  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  live  in  the  neighborhood  T 

Anstcer.  I  think  tney  lived  in  the  neighborhood. 

Question.  Did  they  talk  as  if  they  knew  all  about  you  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  knew  me.  They  called  me  just  as  plain  as  any  of  these  men 
that  came  with  me. 

Question,  Then  they  must  have  been  from  the  neighborhood  f  • 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  tney  called  my  name  as  good  as  Wash,  yonder,  could  call  it. 

Question.  Yon,  from  that  circumstanoe,  took  it  that  they  were  some  persons  who 
lived  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  and  know  you  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  seem  to  know  about  the  localities  in  the  neighborhood  t 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  they  were  whipping  us,  and  the  white  man  when  he  got  me — he 
got  me  first  before  he  cot  the  balance,  and  carried  me  down,  and  he  said,  "We  give 
that  white  man  a  light  brushing,''  and  ne  started. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  What  white  man ;  the  one  that  you  had  played  the  banjo  for  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr  Kick  : 
Question.  Did  he  live  in  tlie  neighborhood  T 
Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  he  just  moved  in  lately,  and  rented  a  house  and  asked  us  to  go  over. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question:  Is  he  there  still  f 
Answn'.  No,  sir  j  he  started  the  Sunday  morning  after  that  night. 

By  Mr.  Rice  :  .  ^  ' 

Question,  The  morning  after  the  whipping  ? 
Answer,  No ;  the  morning  after  wo  picked  the  banjo. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Did  they  scare  him  off  t 
Antwer.  Yes,  si^;  he  had  gone. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Qiiestum.  Was  Campbell  one  of  the  men  that  whipped  you  t 
Answer,  I  don't  know ;  I  can't  say  it  was  him;  I  am  not  positive  to  say  it  was  hinu 

By  the  Chairman  : 


spustMm,  Did  you  hear  of  anybody  else  in  the  neighborhood  being  w] 
Lindsay,  for  example,  or  Mrs.  Campbell  f 
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irhipped;  Mrs. 
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Ans\er.  I  heard  of  Mrs.  Campbell  beiD|a;  whipped.  I  don't  know  how  tme  it  ia.  I 
have  heard  the  people  tidking  about  it.    1  never  saw  it. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

Question,  What  was  she  whipped  for  f 

Answer,  I  don't  know;  I  oan't  tell  thai. 

Question,  Yon  say  she  was  whipped  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  yon  hear  what  she  was  whipped  forf 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  what  she  was  whipped  for. 

Question,  What  sort  of  a  person  is  she  f    What  sort  of  a  house  does  she  keep  t 

Answer,  Well,  I  don't  know.  I  don't  go  to  the  house.  I  don't  hardly  ever  eo  to  white 
people's  houses  out  that  way.  They  are  sort  of  poor  people,  and  don't  allow  black 
people  to  visit  them. 

Question,  What  do  thev  say  about  herf 

Answer,  Well,  some  of  them  say  she  is  a  mean  woman.  I  don't  know  whether  she 
is  or  not.  ^ 

Question,  Wliat  sort  of  a  woman  t 

Answer,  A  mean  woman ;  but  I  never  saw  her  out  of  the  way  myself.  I  cannot  say 
she  is.    I  Just  heard  people  say  it.    I  never  saw  it  myself. 


HuNTSvnxB,  AXABAJCA,  Octo1>^  14, 1871. 

WASHINGTON  STRONG  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  work  on  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Steele's  place,  do  you  not  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  evei;  see  disguised  bodies  of  men  more  than  onoef 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  When  was  that  t 

Answer,  It  was  the  23d  nieht  in  August. 

Question,  Go  on  and  tell  the  committee  what  you  saw  then. 
'    Answer.  I  was  in  my  house  asleep,  and  they  came  and  took  me  out  and  carried  me 
ofif,  and  they  wore  disguised ;  and  they  carried  me  out  in  the  woods  and  whipped  ine, 
and  shot  at  all  three  and  hit  one. 

Question,  Did  they  give  you  a  fair  chance  to  run  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  after  they  got  done  whipping  me,  they  said,  ''Now  run/'  and  by  the 
time  I  cot  started  they  shot. 

Question,  How  many  licks  did  they  hit  you  t 

Anstcer.  1  don't  Iniow ;  they  hit  me  right  smart. 

Question,  Were  you  standing  or  lying  down  f 

Answer.  Lying  down  flat  on  the  ground. 

Question.  Did  one  or  two  whip  you  t 

Answer.  Two  whipped  me. 

Question.  With  what  f 

Answer.  With  switches,  or  anything  they  could  get  their  hands  on. 

Question,  How  many  minutes  did  they  whip  you  f 

Answer,  1  don't  know ;  I  reckon  three  or  four,  just  as  hard  as  they  could  lay  the 
blows  on.  They  cut  the  blood  out  of  me  and  they  hurt ;  this  left  arm  was  sol  couldn't 
pull  fodder,  and  they  bursted  one  finger,  and  here  is  one  scar  oH  my  arm,  [exhibiting 
it.  ]  My  arm  was  swelled  up  so  I  had  to  split  my  shirt-sleeves  it  hurt  so,  and  the  other  one 
was  hurt  too,  and  here  is  the  scars.  I  had  my  hand  here  [illustrating ;]  they  struck 
across. 

Question,  Were  you  lying  on  yoijr  back  or  on  your  side  t 

Answer.  On  my  side,  like  this ;  and  I  held  my  hand  here,  [illustrating ;]  and  they  cnt 
my  hand. 

Question,  Did  you  notice  the  disguise  t 

^n^trer.  Two  of  them  had  on  white-like  domestic,  and  one  had  on  black  and  red. 

Question,  Black,  with  red  binding  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  something  white  on  the  head,  and  something  away  up  on  the 
head. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question,  A  tall  hat. 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  :  Digitized  by  GoOqIc 

Question,  And  a  device  for  the  face  f  ^ 

Answer,  Something  with  mouth  and  eyes. 
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ByMr.SiCB^ 
Question,  Horns  on  the  hat  f 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  see ;  bnt  I  cannot  say,  I  was  so  bad  scared. 

By  the  Chatbman  : 

QuesHm,  Did  they  tell  you  who  they  were  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QnesHon.  Or  where  they  came  jfrom  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qnesiion.  Did  they  threaten  voa  thftt  they  wonld  come  back  af^n  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  uiey  did  nof  say,  but  jost  when  I  picked  the  banjo,  to  come  to  their 
house. 

QnesH^n.  Did  yon  know  any  of  them  f 

Ansioer.  I  think  I  knew  one,  bat  I  am  not  certain  whether  I  knew  him  or  not. 

QuesHan.  By  the  voice  or  size? 

Answer.  Jnst  by  his  size. 

Question.  Did  yon  see  their  horses  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  disgoised  too  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  About  how  late  at  niffht  was  thisf 

Answer.  It  was  a  little  after  midnight,  I  think. 

Question.  Yon  had  no  notice  at  all  that  they  were  coming  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  a  bit.  The  reason  I  know  it  was  a  little  after  midnight  it  was 
not  very  long  until  day. 

Question.  Uowoldare  youf 

Answer.  Going  on  twenty-two ;  if  I  live  until  the  3d  day  of  August,  I  will  be  twenty- 
two. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  voted  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  the  colored  people,  up  there  in  that  part  of  the  county,  go  to  the  voting 
places  and  vote  ? 

Answer.  Some  of  them  do  and  some  don't. 

Question.  Why  do  they  not  all  go  f 

Answo'.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  You  never  heard  them  say  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  they  afraid  to  vote  f 

Answer.  I  reckon  they  is ;  I  was  never  old  enough,  they  said—the  reason  I  didn't  go 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
Question.  You  say  you  were  not  old  enough  to  vote  t 
Answer,  I  was  not  at  the  time  he  said  o^  when  the  others  were  to  vote,  my  mother 


HuMTSViLLB,  Alabama,  October  14, 1872. 

HOWEIiL  ECHOLS  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Bucklktc 

Question.  Do  yon  live  in  this  place  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  here  f 

Answer.  I  have  lived  here  about  twenty-two  years.  I  came  here  at  Polk's  election, 
that  &11.    I  was  raised  in  six  miles  of  here. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  f 

Answer,  I  am  a  traveling  elder  of  the  Methodist  Church ;  that  is,  presiding  elder. 

Question,  Are  you  familiar  with  the  history  of  the  Methodist  Church  here  in  this 
pUoet 

Answer,  YeSj  sir. 

Quetlion,  Will  you  go  on  and  state  to  the  committee  in  reference  to  the  fbrmation  of 
the  colored  Methodist  church  here  in  this  town  as  briefly  as  you  can  t  In  the  first 
place,  how  did  you  obtain  the  sround  upon  which  the  building  wasplaced  t 

Answer,  Soon  after  I  joined  the  church,  or  Just  at  the  time,  Mr.  William  Moore,  who 
Hyes  on  the  outside,  of  this  town  here,  a  lawyer,  promised  to  give  us  a  piece  ojf^round 
tf  we  would  build  a  house  on  it.  We  then  had  a  church  in. the  grave-yard  down  here. 
Hr.  Billy  Brandttn  promised  to  build  the  church,  he  being  a  member  of  the  church. 
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Mr.  Moore  promised  to  give  the  prpund  if  we  would  put  a  church  on  it,  and  Mr.  Bran- 
dam  promised  that  if  we  wonld  build  the  church,  he  would  build  it  for  us, 

(Question.  Was  he  a  carpenter  t 

Ansicer,  He  was  a  bricklayer,  and  he  would  give  in  so  much  for  the  work.  That 
was  a  mutual  agreement  with  the  colored  people  and  those  two  gentlemen  ;  they  were 
all  members  of  the  same  church.  We  went  forward -then,  and  levied  collections  and 
sent  out  subscriptions  among  the  white  people  and  black,  and  with  those  subscriptioDS 
and  collections  njiid  for  the  house.  The  colored  people  did  it,  and  the  deed  is  down  in 
the  court-houso.*  The  deed  given  by  Mr.  Moore  was  m  the  hands  of  the  Tennessee  con- 
ference, and  provides  that  it  shall  be  for  the  worship  of  the  colored  people  so  long  as  it 
remained  in  that  church  and  for  that  pun)Ose,  but  that  ^Whenever  occupied  for  twelve 
months  for  any  other  purx)ose,  it  reverted  back  to  the  original  owner.  When  General 
Mitchell  came"  in  here,  gentlemen  came  here  named  Meriill  and  Burnside,  and  they 
opened  a  day-school.  The  first  Yankees  went  in  there  and  cooketl  there  for  several 
weeks.    After  they  quit,  they  kept  the  school  there  until  Mitcheirs  evacuation. 

Question,  Do  you  refer  to  General  Mitchell,  of  the  Federal  Army  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  after  he  evacuated.  The  next  that  came  in  was  Wilder,  and  be 
staid  there  awhile,- and  those  two  companies  occupied  the  house  about  twelve  mouths, 
and  then  it  reverted  back  to  Mr.  Moore.  We  worshipped  there  all  the  time  the  school 
was  there.  Mr.  Merrill  preached  for  us.  Presiding  Elder  Stokes  opened  the  door  of  the 
church ;  and  just  about  the  time  General  Mitchell  went  away  he,  the  preacher  in  charge, 
Washington  Duncan,  a  colored  preacher,  preached  under  the  white  preacher  ;  and  the 
elders  ot  the  church  and  the  local  preachers,  and  the  stewards  and  the  clasa-leaders, 
met,  and  it  was  passed  by  a  majority  that  I  should  take  charge.  The  white  preacher 
had  run  off  to  Nashville  in  the  time  of  the  excitement.  Mr.  Plummer,  the  presiding 
elder,  preached  for  us  occasionlly.  After  Mr.  Merrill  commenced  preaching,  Mr.  Plum- 
mer quit.  We  felt  it  our  duty  to  see  him,  and  we  went  and  asked  him  to  come  and 
preach  for  us  to-morrow  evening,  (that  was  Sunday,)  and  he  said,  "  Get  the  Yankees,  as 
you  usually  have  done."  We  replied  thai  we  didn^t  do  it ;  that  we  couldn't  help  our- 
selves ;  that  they  came  there  and  preached,  and  we  heard  them.  We  thought  it  was 
necessary  to  see  the  presiding  elder.  W^o  said  no  more  to  our  preacher  here.  After 
Hood^s  raid,  I  went  to  Stevenson,  and  then  I  came  back  and  took  my  same  position  and 
occupation  and  went  to  preaching  in  the  church,  and  Mr.  Stokes  cajne  back  and 
preached  several  months,  and  held  quarterly  meeting  and  preaching ;  and  when  ho 
left,  he  gave  me  papers  that  I  have  now,  and  in  a  few  days  Mr.  Lakin  came  down  and 
inquired  for  the  colored  local  preacher  in  charge,  and  I  was  introduced  to  him  right  at 
this  comer  up  here.  He  asked  if  I  was  the  preacher.  I  told  him  I  was.  He  asked  if 
Mr.  Stokes  had  the  organization.  I  told  him.  He  asked  if  I  had  a  list  of  all  the  names. 
I  told  him  I  had  of  all  the  names  in  the  country.  That  was  about  the  first  word  that 
passed  between  Mr.  Lakin  and  myself.  Then  he  inquired  after  this  man  William 
Moore,  that  gave  us  the  church. 

QuesUan,  The  man  that  gave  you  the  ground? 

Answer,  The  ground.  He  said  he  learned  there  was  a  trouble  abonjb  the  church.  I  told 
him,  **  Yes,  sir.*'  I  told  him  where  Mr.  Moore  lived ;  his  office  was' fight  on  the  cornex. 
Probably  it  is  there  now;  it  was  his  own  building.  They  got  together  and  they 
talked.  I  was  not  there,  and  I  do  not  know  what  the  conversation  was.  Mr.  Moore 
stated  to  me  yesterday  that  if  there  was  any  other  witnesses  needed,  he  would  be  glad 
to  come  in  and  sustain  me  in  my  statement.  He  went  straight  to  Mr.  Moore.  A  few 
days  after  that,  I  got  two  or  more  of  my  brethren  stewards  to  go  to  Mr.  Moore,  and 
I  said,  **  Mr.  Moore,  I  come  to  see  you  to  ask  in  what  relation  do  we  stand  in  regard  to 
that  church. "  He  says,  *'  Well,  Howell,  you  know  I  gave  you  all  the  ground.  Mr. 
Billy  Brandam  built  the  house,  and  promised  to  give  so  much  in  the  house.  You 
colored  people  robbed  from  your  night's  sleep,  and  raised  so  much  money  to  bnild  the 
house,  and  it  is  yours ;  but  the  land  is  mine."  I  said,  "  Will  you  please  sell  me  a  little 
piece  of  ground  around  the  church  to  make  it  larger?  You  gave  us  the  ground,  but  it 
is  scarcely  more  than  five  feet  around,  and  I  want  it  larger  to  tramp  around."  He 
says,  "  I  will  do  so  if  I  can  conveniently,  without  getting  into  a  fuss  with  my  brethren. 
You  know  the  property  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Tennessee  conference,  and  it  will  not 'do 
for  me  to  tell  you  I  could  give  it  to  you  until  I  saw  them  ;  but  if  it  makes  no  difference 
to  them,  I  will  give  it  to  you,  bnt  there  is  a  little  trouble  here  as  long  as  we  have  a 
part  of  the  congregation  in  that  house;  with  you  being  joined  in  the  Cincinnati  con- 
ference, he  will  turn  5  on  out.  Have  you  got  all  the  names  ? "  I  says,  "  Yes,  every 
Methodist  in  the  townand  country."  He  says,  *'  Well,  the  house  follows  the  churchj'' 
and,  said  he,  "  I  will  let  yon  know  in  a  few  days  whether  I  can  sell  you  any  grouod 
aronnd  the  house;"  but  he  said  I  was  welcome  to  the  house.  The  deed  waa  violated. 
I  says,  "  According  to  your  statement,  as  soon  as  it  was  used  for  twelve  months  for 
any  other  purpose,  it  will  not  be  in  the  hands  of  that  conference,  but  in  your  hands.'' 
He  sayi^  "  Howell,  I  wish  to  go  and  see  them.  I  belong  to  the  same  church,  and  I 
will  have  to  be  careful."  I  says,  "That  is  right:  when  you  get  it  straight,  let  rae. 
know ;"  and  he  promised  me  he  would.    A  tew  days  after  that  I  received  a  note. 
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brought  to  my  house  by  some  colored  person—a  -white  man  gave  it  to  him — demanding 
me  to  give  np  the  property  belonging. to  the  Southern  Church.  After  I  received  that 
note, idid not  know  what  to  do.  I  wrote  down  to  General  Swayne,  that  I  thought 
was  in  office,  to  know  what  to  do.  I  received  word,  in  four  or  j&ve  days,  to  remain  in 
the  honse.  I  preached  on  about  two  weeks,  and  the  sheriff  brought  me  another  note. 
John  Coaltar  was  sheriff,  or  deputy  sheriff,  at  the  time.  I  got  it  read ;  he  would  not 
read  it  to  me ;  I  asked  him,  and  he  would  not.  And  it  road  like  this :  tiiat  I  was  re- 
quested to  come  before  the  court,  and  give  an  account  for  violating  the  orders  of  t^e 
jnstice  of  the  peace,  in  not  giving  the  property  up  the  first  time.  Well,  I  came  up  to 
the  sfjuire's  office.  I  sent  a  young  man  up  to  see  what  they  were  doing  iii  the  house. 
Tboy  wanted  me  to  come  in ;  I  wouldn't  go  in  ;  but  he  went  in,  and  they  kept  him  in 
there  before  Mr.  Gordon  and  Mr.  Wilson.  I  staid  around  here  with  some  other  old 
brother.  I  sent  another,  David  McCauley,  a  local  preacher,  and  they  kept  him.  I 
went  home,  or  started,  and  sent  them  word  that  I  felt  feeble.  I  had  been  having  chills, 
and  I  went  back  home.  Straightway  I  appointed  a  leaders'  meeting.  I  felt  it  my 
duty,  as  preacher  in  charge,  to  get  my.  leaders  together,  to  know  what  to  do ;  and  we 
agreed  to  give  the  house  up,  and  have  no  more  mss  about  it,  for  fear  we  might  be  in 
danger. 
Question,  What  did  you  do  then  ? 

Ansicer.  Then  I  sent  for  Mr.  Burrows,  the  presiding  elder  of  the  Southern  Church,  and 
Professor  Wilson,  that  kept  the  college  up  here,  andMr.  Cherry,  the  preacher  in  charge. 
'Oiey  all  met  me  in  this  leaders'  meeting,  and  I  walked  up  to  Mr.  Burxows's  and  handed 
bim  the  first  iioto  I  received,  not  the  one  I  got  by  the  sheriff,  and  he  told  me  he  didn't 
»want  that  not© ;  that  he  didn't  require  it ;  that  the  last  one  was  the  one  he  was  after. 
He  wanted  me  to  answer  to  the  last  one.  I  told  him  I  did  not  regai'd  the  last  one ;  that 
I  had  not  violated  the  first  one.  He  asked  me  if  I  ha(ln't  had  preaching  in  the  church 
since  I  was  ordered  out.  I  told  him  I  hadn't,  but  the  stewards  had,  which  I  was  not 
accountable  for,  for  I  was  sick ;  and  the  stewards  had  a  right,  and  they  met  in  the 
preacher's  absence.  He  said,  "  Didn't  I  order  it  ?"  I  told  him,  "  No ;  but  as  soon  as  I 
got  np,  I  brought  you  the  note."  Ho  said,  "  You  have  got  to  go  before  the  lawyer, 
lawyer  Davis,  and  if  he  will  let  yon  off,  all  right."  We  came^out  of  the  church,  and 
'w^ent  straight  up  to  this  corner  bouse,  and  Mr.  Davis  came  there,  and  Mr.  Gordon,  and 
Mr.  Davis  addressed  me  this :  "  Echols,  I  have  wanted  to  see  you  before.  I  thought 
yon  had  better  sense  than  to  attempt  to  keep  property  belonging  to  another  church, 
when  you  have  left  the  Church  ana  joined  a  new  organization."  I  told  him  I  did  not 
know  I  had  joined  a  new  organization.  I  always  belonged  to  the  old  Methodist  Church, 
and  f  did  not  know  any  bettor  yet  until  this  fuss,  but  now  you  say  there  is  a  Church 
I  >forth  and  a  Church  South.  He  says,  "  Yes,  there  is."  I  says,  "  I  didn't  know  it,  and 
I  that  proves  that  I  didn't  or^fanize  under  Mr.  Stokes,  because  I  had  a  respect  to  persons ; 
^t  since  it  has  been  explained  to  me  that  I  have  joined  another  organization,  the  Cin- 
cinnati conference,  I  give  the  church  up  freely.  I  don't  want  to  occupy  anything  that 
don't  belone  to  me ;  but  we  built  the  church,  and  it  is  ours." 
QvesiUm.  Did  you  occupy  the  church  after  that  time  T 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir ;  4ie  says,  "  Do  you  agree  to  give  it  up  t"  I  said,  *'  Yes,"  to  Mr.  Bur- 
i^ws,  and  Mr.  Burrows  said,  "Are  ypn  going  to  turn  out  three  persons  in  the  street 
•  that  Mr.  Cherry  took  in  f "    Says  I,  "  He  took  in  three  persons,  and  we  have  three  hun- 
<ired  persons,  and  I  am  called  before  the  justice  of  the  peace  to  give  up  the  house,  and 
1  have  about  three  hundred  persons  in  my  congregation  that  worship  there,  and  he 
has  thLTee."  "  But,"  he  says,  "  tne  house  belongs  to  us  and  the  stewards,  and  we  belong 
to  the  Tennessee  conference,  and  if  you  want  to  worship  there,  leave  that  organization 
and  come  over."    I  replied  to  him,  "  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  believe  in  moving  so  often.    As 
yon  say,  I  have  moved  once ;  I  will  not  move  any  more ;  I  do  not  object  to  joining  you, 
hnt  I  will  not  move  again."    He  says,  "  Will  you  give  up  the  church f"    I  said,  "  Yes; 
hot  I  believe  it  is  my  house ;  it  is  our  house ;  for  we  built  it."    He  says,  "  I  can't  de- 
cide that ;  but  you  give  it  up  t"    I  said,  "  Yes,  I  give  it  up,  for  I  cannot  help  it ;  but 
you  have  got  my  house."    He  says,  "  You  can  worship  there  until  we  want  the  church." 
Mr.  Burrows  says  this,  and  I  says,  **  Thank  you."    "  And  probably,"  he  says,  "  by  that 
tinae  yon  can  get  a  house."  Then  I  thanked  him  for  the  privilege  of  worshipping  thei*e, 
and  we  all  went  home.    Then  I  worshipped  there  three  or  four  weeks,  and  he  met  me  once 
on  Saturday  evening,  and  says,  *'  Echols,  I  want  to  preach  in  the  church  to-morrow  or  to- 
morrow night."  I  says,  **  You  can  preach  there."    He  thanked  me  politely,  and  went  on. 
bnnday  evening  he  preached,  and  after  preaching  he  said  he  would  hold  meeting  there 
every  Sunday,  either  by  a  •^hMc  man  or  a  colored  man,  and,  he  says,  *'  I  invite  you  all  to 
come  to  the  church ;  the  church-door  will  be  open  to  receive  members ;  you  have  left 
our  organization,  and  joined  the  Cincinnati  conference."    He  says,  "  You  were  wrong 
for  it,  and  should  come  back  to  your  own  Church  j  there  will  be  service  every  Sunday." 
Then  he  went  out.    I  says,  ",I  will  preach  for  you  to-night."    He  says,  '*  Well,  you  can 
preach  to-night,  and  then  I  will  take  possession."    I  went  to  him  at  the  door,  and  said, 
*'  I  wonld  have  spoken  about  this  in  the  house ;  but  I  hate  to  raise  a  confusion ;  but  I 
hate  to  hear  you  invite  them  to  come  and  hear  you,  and  that  in  my  own  house  to  talk 
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that  way ;  yoa  know  I  was  ordained  by  the  same  man  that  ordained  yon.''    He  says, 

"  You  may  come,  too."    I  says,  "  This  invitation,  out  of  doors,  I  don't  care  about ;  you 

ought  to  nave  invited  the  conmgation  and  the  minister.''    I  says,  "  1  shall  leave,  and 

\    tfdce  my  congregation  with  mc?'    He  objected  to  that,  and  invited  ns  to  come  there. 

^  I  says,  **  No,  sir ;  I  will  take  them  out,  and  preach  wherever  I  can." 

QuesHon.  Did  you  g;et  a  new  place  of  worship  thenf 

Ansvoer,  Tes,  sir,  this  same  place  down  here  m  about  three  weeks. 

QyMtion.  Do  you  still  continue  to  worship  tiieref 

An»wer,  Tes,  sir ;  in  the  new  place.  We  then  bought  this  house  firom  a  gentleman 
here  in  town  and  rolled  it  on  the  ground. 

Qu€»Uon*  Did  you  ever  know  a  man  here  by  the  nameof  Hanmier,  who  had  charge  of 
a  church  in  this  town  t 

Answer.  I  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Hammer,  but  I  never  knew  him  to  liave 
charge  of  a  church.  He  preached  one  sermon  in  this  court-house  up  here  last  spring  or 
some  time  the  latter  part  of  the  winter. 

QuesUon,  How  long  did  he  live  here  in  this  placet 

Answer,  He  never  had  been  here  since  I  have  lived  here,  in  twenty  years. 

Qiu^tifm,  He  never  has  had  charge  of  a  church  in  this  place  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  that  he  was  run  off  from  this  place  by  Mr.  Lakin  T 

Answer.  No,  sir.    Hammer  came  here  last  winter  and  preached  in  this  court-house. 

(i^iesiwn.  Did  you  over  hear  that  he  had  a  colored  church  here  and  that  it  was  broken 
up? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  never  had  one.    I  know  every  minister  on  the  place,  Baptist  and  * 
Methodist,  and  every  one.    I  ate  at  Brother  Hammer's  in  going  to  my  quarterly  meet- 
ing  last  year.    He  lived  near  Vienna, 

By  the  Chairman: 
Qnesiion.  In  what  county  is  that  t 
Answer.  Jackson.    He  just  moved  here  last  year. 

By  Mr.  Bucklby: 

QuesUon.  Ton  never  heard  or  knew  of  his  church  being  broken  up  here  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Tou  never  knew  that  he  was  driven  off? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  never  knew  him  to  preach  here,  except  in  that  court-house. 

By  the  CHAiRiiAN : 
Queiiion.  If  it  had  occurred  would  you  have  known  it  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir,  I  have  been  here  twenty-odd  years.  I  have  been  in  charge  here 
until  last  year. 


HuNTSViLLB,  At^bama,  October  14, 1871. 
RICHABD  yf.  WALKER  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  Judge  Walker  was  summoned  at  the  request  of  the  miaumfty  of 
the  committee,  General  Blair  may  examine  him. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside,  Judge? 

Answer.  Huntsville,  Alabama. 

Qnes^on.  What  public  positions  have  you  held  in  this  State! 

Answer.  Before  uie  war  f 

QuesHon.  Before  and  after. 

Answer.  I  was  at  one  time  solicitor  of  one  of  the  judicial  circuits ;  was  twice  a  mem- 
ber of  the  legislature ;  was  speaker  of  the  house  at  one  session :  afterward  judge  of  the 
supreme  court.    During  the  war  I  held  positions ;  is  it  proper  to  name  them  f 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  During  the  war  I  was  a  member  of  the  provisional  congreas,  and  the  last 
two  years  of  the  war  I  was  a  member  of  the  confederate  senate. 

Queetion.  Have  you  held  any  public  position  since  the  war  f 

Answer.  I  have  held  no  office  since  the  war. 

Question.  Were  you  not  at  one  time  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court  f 

Answer.  I  have  so  stated. 

Question.  Was  it  prior  to  the  war  t  '         r^  I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  was  before  the  war.  Digitized  by  vjOOQIC 

Question.  You  are  practicing  the  law  now?  ^ 

Answer.  Practicing  the  law. 
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QueitUm,  What  is  the  ciroait  yoa  practice  in  f 

Answer.  I  practice  in  thiB,  the  fifth  circuit;  and  in  the  ac^oining  ciroait,  the  fourth. 

Qwntion.  ComprisinjET  how  many  coanties  f 

Anawer.  I  cannot  teU  yon  at  this  moment— aboot  ten  or  twelve  conntiea,  I  gneas, 
combined. 

iiuestUm,  Do  yon  attend  regularly  most  of  those  courts  f 

Anawer.  I  attend  regularly  the  courts  of  this  county,  Madison,  of  Limestone,  Law- 
rence^ Lauderdale,  and  Colbert ;  I  do  not  attend  the  otner  counties. 

Qvesfion.  The  object  in  asking  you  these  questions  was  to  ascertain  your  means  of 
knowledge  of  the  present  and  past  condition  of  this  country  in  which  you  reside,  and 
where  yoa  practice  law.  I  will  ask  you  now  whether  the  laws  are  executed,  and 
whether  peace  and  good  order  are  maintained  in  this  portion  of  the  State. 

Anmner,  As  a  general  rule,  in  the  counties  I  have  mentioned  and  of  which  I  am  most 
fiuniliar,  the  laws  are  obeyed,  and  peace  and  eood  order  prevaiL  In  Limestone  County 
there  have  been  of  late  some  ^pretty  serious  disorders,  but,  with  the  exception  of  that 
coonty,  I  think  the  laws  are  in  the  main  well  observed  in  the  counties  with  which  I 
am  familiar. 

(hiegtUm.  St^le,  if  you  please,  the  character  of  the  disturbances  in  Limestone  County, 
and  how  they  originated,  if  you  know. 

Antwer,  I  nave  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  origin  of  the  disturbances.  I  only 
know  what  I  have  heard  from  others,  who  I  am  satisfied  are  well  informed  on  the  sub- 
ject and,  accoiding  to  the  information  derived  from  them,  I  am  convinced  that  there 
nas  bton  nothing  political  in  the  origin  of  these  disorders,  but  tliey  have  grown  out  of 
private  matters. 

Quettion,  Feuds  between  individuals? 

Answer,  Yes ;  feuds  between  individuals.  I  have  been  so  informed  by  gentlemen 
who  are  prosecuting  the  persons  supposed  to  be  guilty  of  the  disorders. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qne$tion,  Do  you  refer  to  Captain  Coleman  1 

Answer,  Captain  Coleman  only  mentioned  the  fact  in  my  presence.  I  refer  more* 
particularly  now  to  Mr.  Luke  Pryor,  a  member  of  the  bar  of  Athens,  from  whom  I 
derived  most  of  my  information  in  reference  to  these  disorders. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QvesHon.  State  the  nature  of  the  disorders  you  refer  to. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  do  that  in  any  detail  at  all.  He  has  Just  mentioned* 
to  me  that  outrages  have  been  committed  by  disguised  individuals  there,  but  if  he  told 
me  the  particular  facts,  and  I  do  not  doubt  that  he  did,  they  have  passed  irom  my 
tnemory. 

Question,  Do  ^ou  know  of  the  existence  of  any  political  organizations,  at  this  time,, 
or  heretofore,  since  the  wart 

Answer,  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  such  organizations,  and  never  had  any  knowl- 
edge of  any  such  organizations,  except  what  I  derived  from  i)ublie  rumor.  I  am  satis- 
fied that  at  one  time  in  this  State  there  was  an  organization  known  as  the  Union 
League,  which  I  believe  was  secret,  and  at  one  time  what  has  been  called  the  Eu-Kiux 
orgimization — may  have  had  somewhat  of  a  political  character,  but  I  have  no  knowl- 
edge on  that  subject,  none  whatever.  So  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  it  would  lead  me 
to  the  oontrary  opinion ;  but  some  persons  entertain  the  opinion  that  there  was  an 
organization  oi  that  name,  somewhat  political  in  its  character.  I  am  satisfied  that  if 
there  was  such  an  organization  at  all  political  in  its  character,  it  was  a  very  short- 
lived one. 

QnesHon,  What  is  the  popular  belief  as  to  the  purpose  and  objects  of  that  order  f 

Antwer,  Well,  the  general,  almost  the  universal  conviction,  so  far  as  I  am  acquainted 
with  public  opinion  on  the  subject,  is,  that  its  original  object  was  mainly  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a  sort  of  police  orjganization,  for  the  prevention  and  punishment  of  men  sup- 
posed to  be  guilty  of  crimes,  who,  it  was  believed,  would  not  be  punished  in  the 
vsnlar  eourse  of  me  law. 

QMtMoii.  Was  there  anything  in  the  condition  of  the  country  that  seemed  to  demand 
or  to  give  apretext  to  such  an  organization  Y 

Jimoer.  There  was  very  much  in  the  condition  of  the  country  which,  to  some  persons, 
doomed  to  ftmdsh  a  pretext  for  such  an  organization.  I  never  thought  myself  that 
utere  was  any  Justification  or  oould  be  any  Justification  for  it. 

Qnestisn.  what  was  that  condition  upon  which  those  that  justified  this  oigauization 
OMod  that  opinion  1 

Answer,  Well,  shortly  |Mp  the  war,  acts  of  lawlessness  were  very  frequent  in  all  por- 
1^0118  of  the  8tate,  much  mre  frequent  in  some  parts  of  the  State  than  in  others. 
^^  proceeded,  to  a  very  great  extent,  fii*om  the  demoralization  which  always  results 
^^  a  long  war.  Then  the  negroes  of  the  State  had  Just  been  emancipated.  They  felt 
few  of  tiie  restraints  of  oitizen^p,  and  they  were  disposed,  very  muen  disposed,  to  im- 
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agine  that  liberty  meant  license.  I  think  that  the  commweion  of  offeofles  against  the 
law  by  them  was  mnoh  more  frequent  than  it  has  been  aince  they  became  accoBtomed 
to  liberty. 

Queaium,  In  that  condition  of  thiags  was  property  insecure  T 

Anstcer,  O,  yes,  sir,  property  was  very  insecare,  exceedingly  so ;  for  some  little  time 
after  the  war,  certain  descriptions  of  property  portionlarly  so,  snoh  as  stock  upon  ianus, 
and  everythinff  of  that  kind. 

rtion.  Did  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  people  make  them  &ei  very  restive 
these  continuiU  depredations  upon  their  property  f 

Anstcer,  Tes,  sir,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  that  reeling. 

QMcgUon.  Was  there  any  alarm  felt  as  to  the  seonrity  of  their  families,  ande^Mciaily 
the  woman  1 

Anatoer.  Tes,  sir,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  that  kind  of  apprehension,  more,  perhaps, 
thui  was  justified  by  the  facts ;  and  yet  there  was  a  great  deal  of  jusificstion.  1^ 
negroes  were  in  the  habit  of  assembling,  and  they  were  very  fond  of  public  moetinip. 
They  were  in  the  habit  of  assembling  at  public  gatherings  very  often  m  the  night,  and 
frequently  the  most  inflammatory  harangues  were  made  to  them.  Sometimes  it  wais 
not  very  easy  to  control  them. 

Question.  Added  to  the  feeling  that  existed,  did  the  organization  of  the  neeroes  by 
political  leaders  into  these  Leagues  very  mucn  increase  the  alarm  of  the  people  of  the 
country  t 

Answer,  I  think  that  it  did,  because  the  purposes  of  that  League  were  not  understood 
by  those  who  are  not  members  of  it,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  oljects  were,  in  the  public 
mind,  attributed  to  the  League  which  were  never  entertained  by  those  who  had  control 
ofit 

Question,  What  was  the  popular  belief  as  to  the  intent  and  purpose  of  this  organi- 
zation 1 

Anstcer,  Which  organization  t 

Question.  Tlie  League. 

Anstcer.  So  far  as  my  knowledge  extejids,  it  was  believed  to  be  a  political  oigaoixa- 
tion  for  the  purpose  of  consolidating  the  negro  vote  in  support  of  those  who  were  con- 
trolling the  organization.    That  was  the  main  purpose. 

Question.  In  respect  to  the  final  organization  of  the  State  government  under  the 
reconstruction  acts,  I  believe  it  has  been  in  testimony  before  us  that  the  constitu- 
tion was  submitted  to  the  people  at  the  same  time  that  a  full  set  of  officers  were 
named  and  voted  for  by  one  party,  and  that  the  conservative  or  democratic  party 
abstained  entirely  from  voting,  and  thereby  defeated  the  constitution  in  the  manner 
pointed  out  by  the  act  of  Congress,  by  abstaining  from  voting,  it  not  having  received 
ajnajority  of  the  registered  vote.  When,  notwithstanding  these  facts,  that  constitu- 
tion was  declared  adopted  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  those  officers 
inducted  into  their  places,  did  this  condition  of  things  add  greatly  to  the  irritation 
of  the  people  of  the  State  f 

Ammcer.  Yes,  if  I  were  asked  my  opinion  as  to  what  fact  or  cause  contiibuted  beyond 
any  other  to  the  popular  dissatisfaction  in  this  State,  it  would  be  the  manner  in  which 
our  present  constitution  was  foisted  upon  the  people,  and  the  manner  In  which  our 
present  officers  were  installed  into  office,  with  the  character  of  the  instrument  itself-:- 
the  constitution  itself. 

Qitest44m.  And  the  character  of  the  officials  1 

Answer,  'Yes,  and  the  character  of  the  officials. 

Question.  Now,  I  desire  you  to  state  briefly  to  the  committee  what  was  the  character 
of  the  .administration  of  justice,  and  of  the  finances  of  the  State  and  the  diffisrent 
counties,  under  those  officials  f 

Anstcer,  There  were  some  exceptions  to  the  contrary  of  what  I  shall  state  to  have 
been  the  general  fact,  but  in  the  main  the  judicial  officers,  who  went  into  office  after 
the  organization  of  our  present  State  government,  were  considered  by  the  bar  and  tiie 
people  of  the  State  incompetent  for  the  positions  in  which  they  were  placed,  and  very 
often  they  were  men  of  very  equivocal  reputation  for  integrity.  That,  of  course,  served 
to  impair  anything  like  confidence  in  the  administration  of  the  laws.  Well,  the  Amo 
was  true  to  a  very  great  extent  of  the  members  of  the  legislative  department  of  the 
State  government.  I  will  state  here,  in  reference  to  the  elections  which  took  place  for 
officers  nnder  the  constitution — yon  have  already  implied  in  your  question  that  the 
democrats  or  conservatives  did  not  vote  in  that  election.  They  did  not,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  the  adoption  of  the  non-voting  policy  by  the  conservative  people  of  the 
State,  the  selection  of  all  the  officers  in  all  the  counties  of  the  State,  of  every  kind  and 
character,  was  left  mainly  to  the  most  extreme  element  of  what  was  called  the  rmlical 
party  of  this  State.  I  think  the  elections  in  the  counties  generally  were  exceedingly 
distasteful,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  to  what  is  known  as  the  native  element  of  the 
republican  party  in  this  State.  In  that  way  a  class  of  men  were  elected  to  office  who 
were  by  the  great  mass  of  the  white  people  of  the  State  considered  wholly  unfit  for 
their  positions.    There  were  some  exceptions  to  the  contrary.  ^ 
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QtmUcn,  in  the  administratioxiy  eepecially  of  the  finanoial  affSuis  of  the  State  and  of 
tlie  ooimtiee,  were  the  apprehensioDs.of  the  white  people  of  the  State  justified  in  their 
belief  as  to  Uie  incompetency  of  these  officers  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  they  were.  I  cannot  now  state  particolar  facts  beyond  those 
which  resulted  from  an  investigation  which  I  made  here  fast  fall — in  the  fall  of  1870— 
pendijig  the  canyass  for  the  last  governor's  electio^i.  I  had  occasion  more  particularly 
to  examine  the  comparative  burden  of  taxation  in  this  county  in  the  years  just  before 
ibe  war  and  the  two  years  immediately  succeeding  the  establishment  of  our  present 
State  government;  that  is,  the  years  le59  and  1860,  as  compared  with  1869  and  1870 — 
the  State  and  county  taxation  on  the  people  of  the  countv ;  and  I  made  a  mem- 
-^nrndum  of  the  result  of  my  examinations  in  reference  to  tuose  years,  which  I  have 
here,  [producing  a  paper.]  Before  the  war,  in  the  years  1859  and  1860,  there  were  in 
tikis  county  something  over  thirteen  thousand  slaves,  and  the  average  value  of  those 
■layes.  according  to  what  was  the  price  of  slaves  at  about  that  time,  I  suppose, 
was  about  six  hundred  dollars  a  head,  or  a  little  over  that.  My  estimate,  I  think, 
liis  *  modest  estimate,  for  I  remember  comparing  opinions  on  the  subject  with 
quite  a  namher  of  gentlemen  in  this  town,  and  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
Taloe  of  the  slaves  in  this  county  was,  in  round  numbers,  about  eight  million 
dollars  before  the  war,  in  the  years  1859  and  1860.  Tliat  was  equal  to,  perhaps,  more 
than  the  total  taxable  property  in  this  county  at  this  time,  or  in  the  years  1869  and 
1870.  I  find,  by  reference  to  the  assessment  books  of  this  county  for  those  years, 
that  tile  entire  taxable  property  in  this  county  in  1870  was  about  $7,995,000.  Of 
eouise  all  of  this  slave-praperty  which  I  have  mentioned  was  destroyed  by  the  war. 
In  1859  the  State  tax  on  real  estate  in  this  county  was  $7,596  15 ;  on  personal  estate  in 
this  county,  $17,037  56;  making  the  total  State  tax  on  property  in  this  county 
|M,633  71.  To  this  is  to'be  added  the  tax  collected  firom  licenses,  the  precise  amount 
of  which  I  was  not  able  to  ascertain,  and  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain,  but  I  am  in- 
formed by  Mr.  Daniel  Johnson,,  county  treasurer  for  this  county,  who  has  been  our 
treasurer  for  many  years,  that  he  is  satisfied  that  $2,000  would  considerably  exceed  the 
amount  collected  for  licenses  in  this  county  for  1859  and  1860,  State  tax.  I  have  put  it 
down  here  at  $2,000,  which,  he  savs,  is  in  excess  of  the  amount  raised.  That  makes  the 
total  State  tax  on  the  people  of  liiis  county  in  the  year  1859,  $26,633  71. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  In  that  taxation  were  slaves  taxed  as  property  or  .were  they  taxed  per 

Answer.  There  were  specified  taxes  levied  on  slaves  according  to  the  age. 
By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Is  the  tax  on  slaves  included  in  that  estimate  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  tax  on  slaves  is  included  in  this  estimate.  Under  our  system 
the  commissioner's  court  of  each  county  levy,  in  the  course  of  a  year,  a  certain 
percentage  on  the  State  tax  for  county  purposes.  In  1859  the  county  levy  in 
una  county  was  50  per  cent,  on  the  State  tax,  making  the  total  county  tax 
for  that  year  of  1859,  $13,316  85,  aggregating,  in  the  State  and  county  tax, 
(39,950  56.  But  in  the  year  1860  the  State  tax  on  real  estate  was  $7,800,  and 
on  personal  property  was  $17,692  42,  making  the  tax  on  property,  including 
slaves,  $25,492  42.  Add  to  this  the  taxes  on  licenses,  $2,000,  makes  a  total  of  Stite 
taxes  for  1860  of  $27,492  42.  In  the  year  1860  the  county  levy  was  40  per  cent,  on  the 
State  tax,  making  $10,996  68,  the  total  amount  of  State  and  county  taxes  of  1868  being 
$38,489  10.  In  1869  the  State  tax  on  real  estate  in  this  county  was  $51,445  30 ;  on  per- 
sonal property  it  was  $8,471  75;  the  tax  derived  from  licenses  $5,4^  80;  making  a 
total  of  State  taxes,  $65,410  85.  The  county  levy  in  1869  was  100  per  cent,  on  the  State 
tax,  making  a  total  State  and  county  tax  for  1869  for  this  county  of  $130,821  70.  In 
1870  the  State  tax  on  real  estate  was  $49,942  11 ;  on  personal  property  it  was  $9,737  55; 
the  tax  derived  from  licenses,  $7,065  87 ;  making  $66,745  53,  the  county  ?evy  on  which 
was  db  per  cent.,  which  was  $5(5,733  70 ;  making  a  total  of  $123,479  23,  to  which  is  to 
be  added  a  State  tax  upon  that  portion  of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad  lying 
in  this  county,  $2,786,  making  inr  the  aggregate  State  and  county  tuxes  for  1870, 
$125,^^  23.  The  general  result  being  that,  notwithstanding  the  destruction  of  property 
in  slaves  equal  to  the  present,  taxable  property  of  the  county  of  all  sorts,  the  aggregate 
taxes  paid  m  those  years,  1869  and  1870,  by  the  people  of  this  county,  were  nearly  foui 
times  what  the  taxes  were  in  1859  and  1860,  before  the  war. 

Question.  Do  the  negroes  pay  any  part  of  those  taxes  f 

Ansjcer.  It  would  not  be  literally  correct  to  say  that  they  paid  no  part  of  it,  but 
what  they  do  pay  is  so  insignificant  that  it  amounts  to  but  very  little. 

Question.  Is  there  an  exemption  law  1 

Answer.  O,  yes ;  there  is  an  exemption  of  property  which  "  lets  out,"  as  the  phrase 
is,  nearly  every  negro  in  the  county.  There  arc  some  colored  men  here,  thoucb,  who 
do  pay  taxes,  prosperous  men,  who  have  considerable  property ;  but  then  they  are 
very  few,  very  few. 
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Question.  Then  the  same  class  of  persons  who  paid  taxes  in  1859  and  1860  pay  nearly 
the  entire  tax  now  f 

Annoo'.  O,  yes,  sir ;  most  of  these  colored  men  who  pay  taxes  now  were  free  men 
before  the  war.  I  can  recall  several  in  town  here  now  who  were  free  men  before  the 
war ;  who  were  men  of  some  property,  some  means ;  and  most  of  the  colored  men  of 
this  connty  who  pay  taxes  now  paid  taxes  before  the  war.  There  may  be  some  few 
who  were  emancipated  by  the  war  who  pay  taxes  now,  but  they  are  very  few  indeed. 

QuesUon,  Is  there  in  the  levy  you  have  spoken  of,  for  State  and  connty  pnrposeo,  the 
school  tax  included  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  is  the  school  fiind  distributed ; 

Answer,  I  really,  sir,  would  not  venture  to  give  the  details  of  the  legislation  on  the 
subject  of  schools.  I  nave  informed  myself  on  the  subject,  but  I  have  not  looked  at  H 
for  some  time,  and  I  would  not  like  to  testify  on  a  point  on  which  my  recollection  is  so 
indistinct. 

Question,  (Generally  does  it  include  the  education  of  all  children  f 

Answer,  O,  yes. 

Qtiestion,  And  the  application  of  the  funds  to  the  education  of  the  negroes  as  well 
as  white  children  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  that  much  about  the  system. 

Question,  Is  there  any  general  cause  for  this  increase  of  taxation  that  yon  know  of  T 

Answer:  Well,  I  suppose  the  rate  of  taxes  would  necessarily  be  increased.  The  rate 
of  taxation  on  the  remaining  property  would  necessarily  be  increased  to  some  extent ; 
hut  I  do  not  think  there  has  heen  any  justification  for  the  amount  of  increase  over 
those  former  vears. 

Question,  The  rate  of  taxation  on  the  remaining  property  would  necessarily  and 
properly  be  raised  to  account  for  the  slave  property  that  no  longer  exists  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  But  that  would  not  increase  the  amount  of  the  entire  tax  f 

Answer,  O,  no :  there  would  be  no  necessitv  for  any  such  difference  as  exista  if  the 
expenses  of  the  State  government  were  brought  back  to  the  point  at  which  they  were 
before  the  war— the  legitimate  expenses  of  the  State  government. 

Question,  And  the  expenses  of  the  county  government  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiion,  Do  vou  know  of  any  improvements  made  in  the  .county  roads,  or  anything 
of  that  kind,  which  have  callea  for  so  much  taxation  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  there  have  heen  considerable  improvements  made  in  this  county 
within  tjhe  last  two  or  three  years,  in  the  way  of  building  bridges,  involving  consider- 
able expense. 

QuesUon,  Has  there  been  any  exhibit  of  the  expenditures  of  this  county  during  the 
last  two  years  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  am  really  not  able  to  answer  that  question.  If  there  has  been, 
I  do  not  r^nember  to  have  seen  it,  though  I  will  not  at  all  undertake  to  say  there  has 
not  been. 

Question,  Why  is  it  that  you  consider  this  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  in  yoar 
county  excessive  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  conceive  that,  so  far  as  the  State  tax  is  concerned,  the  legitimate 
expenses  of  conducting  the  State  government  can  have  incre^»ed  so  much  as  to  justify 
the  collection  out  of  tne  people  of  this  county,  when  the  ^ropjerty  of  the  county  has 
heen  reduced  in  value  more  than  one-half,  of  an  amount  which  is  nearly  four  tunes  the 
sum  collected  from  them  in  the  shape  of  taxes  betbre  the  war. 

Question,  Is  the  same  thing  true  in  respect  to  the  county  taxf 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  measurably  true  in  respect  to  the  county,  but  not  to  the  same 
extent.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  condition  of  the  county  in  reference  to  bridges  was 
stich  asto  justify  some  increase  of  expenditure  over  what  it  was  before  the  war,  though 
the  difference,  you  see,  is  very  great.  I  do  not  think  that  the  necessities  of  the  county 
could  possibly  have  justified  such  a  difference.  *    , 

Question,  To  what  do  you  attribute  this  excessive  taxation  ? 

Anmcer.  Well,  sir,  that  is  a  question  not  very  easy  to  answer.    In  various  ways  the 
expenses  of  conducting  the  State  government  hiftve  been  materially  increased,  and  ap- 
propriations of  public  moneys  have  been  made  for  many  new  objects,  and  I  suppose 
til  at  in  that  way  the  demands  upon  the  treasury  have  been  greatly  multiplied. 
f     Question,  Does  this  burden  of  taxation  give  rise  to  discontent  f 

Answer,  It  has  given  rise  to  ^in^eat,  very  great,  discontent. 

Question.  And  the  fact  that  it  is  and  has  been  levied  by  men  who  were  not  chosen 
by  the  people  of  the  State  t 

Answer.  Yes,  that  has  intensified  the  dissatisfaction  very  much,  particularly  the  fact 
that  the  very  great  majority  of  the  men  who  imposed  these  taxes  were  not  tax-nayees 
themselves — ^rolieved,  and  I  can  safely  say  known,  not  to  be  tax-payers  themselves — 
and  that  very  many  of  them  wei-e  strangers  here,  without  any  settled  home  among 
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«» — I  forget  the  nnmber  who  were  negroes,  generally  without  property.   It  very  much 
increases  the  dissatisfaction  that  these  hardens  were  imposed  by  this  class  of  men. 

ihuxiiMi,  Do  yon  attribute  much  of  the  dissatisfkotion  and  discontent  and  the  dis- 
tnrbaDces  which  have  taken  place  in  your  section  of  the  State  to  the  fact  that  these 
excossive  taxes  are  levied,  ana  levied  by  officers  snch  as  yon  have  described  them  to 
be,  and  elected  as  yon  have  described  T 

Aumer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  believe  that  the  burden  of  taxation  has  been  the  proxi- 
znat«  cause  of  any  disturbance  against  the  public  peaoe  or  any  outrages  upon  individ- 
aals,  but  it  has  ^proatly  exasperated  the  people. 

QumiMm.  Inspired  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  officers  of  the  State  f 

An»ser,  Yos,  sir.  There  was  not  much  confidence  to  begin  with,  and  it  has  served  to 
confirm  the  want  of  confidence. 

Qii«9Uoii.  Is  it  believed  that  these  officials  have  made  away  with  the  revenues  of  the 
State  to  their  own  benefit  f 

Antwer^  Well,  such  charges  have  been  made ;  but,  as  to  saying  that  I  have  any  such 
knowledge  on  the  subject  as  would  Justify  me  in  making  that  imputation,  I  cannot 
say  that. 

Quetdon,  Is  it  believed  by  the  people  of  the  State  generally  that  snch  is  the  case  f 

Anmoer.  Yes ;  it  is  universaUy  believed  by  the  people  of  the  State  that  laws  have 
been  passed  by  the  legislature  imposing  further  burdens  on  the  people  by  corrupt  ap- 
pliances.   That  much  I  Can  say  with  confidence. 

QuetHon,  And  for. individual  gain? 

Answer.  And  for  individual  gain.  As  to  the  whole  class  of  laws  known  as  the  rail- 
road laws,  the  laws  granting  aid  to  railroads,  in  thu  session  before  last  of  our  legis- 
lature, I  believe  there  is  a  conviction  among  the  people,  that  may  be  almost  said  to  be 
vnfrersal,  that  those  laws  were  obtained  by  corrupt  appliances. 

QuesHon.  In  reference  to  the  election  laws  of  your  State,  are  they  considered  efficient 
for  the  protection  and  purity  of  the  ballot  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  there  has  been  very  grave  objection  made  vo  our  election  laws,  upon 
Hbb  ground  that  they  facilitated  illegal  voting.  There  is  a  system  of  registration  in 
(his  State,  and  all  voters  under  our  election  laws  may  vote  at  any  precinct  in  the 
ooonty  without  regard  to  residence,  and  the  election  law  in  terms  prohibits  anything 
like  a  challenge  of  voters.  The  universal  impression  of  our  i>eople — and  I  think  that 
has  been  the  general  opinion  of  the  bar,  though  I  have  heard  the  question  somewhat 
controverted  of  late — ^has  been  that  a  man  has  no  right,  under  any  circumstances,  to 
challenge  a  voter. 

Qmevtum.  To  challenge  a  man  who  offers  to  votef 

Answer.  Yes,  to  chaflenge  a  man  who  offers  to  vote.  The  popular  construction  of 
the  law  is,  that  one  who  challenges  a  person  offering  to  vote  is  guilty  of  an  offense 
against  the  laws  of  the  State. 

Question.  Are  challengers  allowed  to  ^o  within  thirty  feet  of  the  polling-places  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  forget  the  exact  distance,  but  I  know  some  distance  is  prescribed, 
axid  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  a  challenge  in  this  State  since  that  law.  I  never 
have  beard  of  a  man's  vote  being  challenged. 

Question.  Boes  not  the  law  prescribe  that  no  person  save  the  one  offering  his  vote 
shall  approach  within  more  than  thirty  feet  of  tne  poll  f 

Answer.  That  is  my  recollection.  * 

Question.  How  is  it  possible  for  a  man  standing  thirty  feet  off  to  challenjge  T 

Answer.  It  would  be  perhaps  not  impossible,  but  it  would  be  quite  a  difficult  under- 
takiog. 

Question.  This,  taken  in  connection  with  the  provision  of  the  statnte  prohibiting  a 
challenge,  has  made  the  custom  universal  in  this  State  not  to  challenge  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  universal ;  and  the  universal  impression  is  that  a  man  would  be 
^nilty  of  an  offense  against  the  law  if  he  attempted  to  challenge  a  voter  who  he  knew 
was  not  a  legal  voter. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question.  Is  that  your  interpretation  of  the  law  f 
Answer.  Have  you  got  the  law  before  you  T 
Question.  No;  but  there  was  a  diversity  of  opinioii  in  regard  to  it.    I  ask  for  your 


Answer.  I  never  kn'ew  that  that  question  had  been  raised  until  within  the  last  day 
or  so.  I  never  considered  the  question  myself.  I  took  it  for  granted  that  the  plain 
letter  of  the  law  made  it  a  penal  offense  for  one  to  challenge  a  person  offering  to 
trote. 

Question.  Whom  he  knew  to  be  disc^ualified  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  though  I  do  not  give  that  as  my  professional  opinion  now,  because 
I  leiJly  have  not  a  formal  one  on  that  point.  I  never  heard  the  contrary  suggestion 
' » mntil  within  the  last  few  days.  0^^^,^^,  .^  GoOg 


966         CONDITION   OP   AFFAIRS   IN  THE  SOUTHERN   STATES. 

By  i3ie  Chaxbh an  : 

QuesUon.  Does  not  the  law  in  terms  apply  to  to  a  qualified  voter,  saying  that  be  shall 
not  be  challenged  f 
Ansxoer,  I  really  do  not  remember  about  that. 

.  ByMr.  BLAtR: 

Question,,  It  does  not  use  the  language  '*  <maMed  voter/'  I  believe  f 

AnnxDer.  I  intended  to  look  at  that.  I  understood  that  Judge  Pettus,  of  this  State, 
had  expressed  the  idea  that  it  did  not  apply  to  a  qualified  voter.  It  was  a  new  idea  to 
me.  I  kuow  that  the  universal  opinion  of  the  people,  and  generally  of  the  bair,  was 
that  it  was  illegal  to  challenge  a  man  who  ofiered  to  vote,  no  matter  who  he  was. 

Ovation,  Have  foxk  ever  heard  of  a  judge  of  election  refusing  to  allow  a  challenge  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  never.    I  never  heard  of  a  challenge  being  made. 

Question,  And  the  belief  is  universal  and  acted  upon  f 

Ansxoer.  O,  yes ;  I  am  thoroujghly  persuaded  of  that.  In  the  last  election,  during 
the  part  of  the  day  that  I  was  in  the  court-house  yard^  when  the  voting  was  going  on, 
and  the  voters  would  come  in  lon^  files,  I  heard  individuals  point  out  persons  offernig 
to  vote,  and  calling  public  attention  to  the  fact,  ^'  There  goes  a  bov  of  fifteen  or  sixteen 
years  of  a^e,"  and  to  all  appearance  the^  seemed  to  be  boys.  I  did  not  know  anything 
about  their  age  except  as  shown  by  their  appearance,  yet  nobody  pretended  to  ohal- 
lenge  them,  because  of  the  impression  that  the  law  forbade  it. 

QueeUon.  This  provision  of  the  law,  taken  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  a  man  can 
vote  in  any  precinct  in  the  county,  is  not  calculated,  you  think,  to  guard  the  purity  of 
the  ballot  r 

Answer.  No,  sir :  I  think  so  £Eur  from  its  being  calculated  to  protect  the  purity  of  the 
ballot-box,  it  facilitates  fraud  to  a  degree  unknown  in  this  State  heretofore. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Still  that  has  always  been  the  law  in  this  State,  or  at  least  for  a  great  many 
years,  that  a  citizen  could  vote  at  ai^y  precinct  in  the  county  1 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  always  was,  so  far  as  I  kuow. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Has  the  general  tranquillity  of  the  State  improved  since  the  election,  by  the 
people,  of  agovemor  of  their  own  choice  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  there  has  been  a  steady  improvement  going  on  ever  since 
the  «lose  of  the  war ;  or  if  not  ever  since  the  close  of  the  war,  for  the  last  three  years 
a  steady  improvement  has  been  going  on  in  public  order. 

Question,  Is  it  understood  and  believed  that  the  so-called  Ku-Klnx,  of  whom  you 
have  spoken,  have  disbanded  and  now  no  longer  exist  as  an  organization  f 

Answer.  O,  I  think  so ;  long  since,  sir. 

Question,  Do  yon  hear  of  any  outbreaks  recently,  or  disturbances,  violations  of  law  ! 

Answer,  The  most  recent  ones  I  have  heard  of  have  been  those  I  have  spoken  of  over 
in  Limestone  County,  and  they  have  been  in  the  last  two  or  three  mouths. 

Question.  Not  originating  in  political  causes  f 

Answer,  Not  at  all,  accoraing  to  the  information  which  I  have,  which  I  am  satisfied 
is  correct. 

By  Mr.  Rick  : 

Question,  When  you  say  there  were  no  disturbances  in  the  counties  you  have  named, 
and  in  which  you  practice,  do  you  mean  that  there  have  been  no  serious  ones  except 
in  Limestone  County,  or  that  there  are  none  of  recent  date  T 

Answer,  I  8i>oke  or  disturbances  by  disguised  individuals. 

Question.  I  refer  to  them. 

*  Answer,  None  that  I  heard  of  that  were  of  recent  date. 

Question,  You  do  not  intend  to  extend  it  back  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  There  was  a  period  when  there  were  disturbances  in  these  other 
counties.    I  expect  that  was  true,  though  at  this  time  I  cannot  recollect  any. 

Question,  Have  there  at  no  time  been  any  disturbances  in  this  county  by  disguised 
menf 

Answer,  O,  yes;  there  have  been  in  this  county. 

Question,  At  what  period  were  they  worst  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  my  memory  of  dates  is  so  bad  that,  answering  oft-hand,  I  shoald 
say  three  or  four  years  ago. 

Question,  Eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-oight  f 

Answer,  Perhaps  before  that :  1867  and  along  there ;  though  there  have  been  some 
outrages  committed  by  disguised  men  of  much  more  recent  date  than  that.  I  can  re- 
member one  now  of  which  I  have  some  knowledge,  having  previously  been  counsel  £>r 
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fbe  man  who  was  killed,  which  oocanred;  I  sappose,  within  the  last  eighteen  months. 

The  man  was  named  Thompson,  and  it  occnrred  in  this  county. 
Qw!8tUm.  Was  he  killed  by  dic^aised  men  f 
Amwer,  Killed  by  disguised  men.    He  had  killed  a  man  by  the  name  of  Douglass  in 

tliis  county,  and  had  been  indicted  for  murder  and  bailed.    He  had  cither  been  indicted 

or  been  tned  before  a  committing  magistrate  and  held  to  bail ;  I  have  forgotten  whether 

he  had  been  indicted  or  not.    While  he  was  on  bail  a  number  of  disgniBod  men  came 

to  his  bouse  at  night  and  killed  him ;  but  bis  political  opinions  and  connections,  and 

those  of  his  fbmiiy  and  friends,  all  showed  that  there  was  nothing  politicid  in  that 

affiur  at  all.    He  was  a  democrat  and  all  his  friends  were  democrats.    It  was  a  wcli- 

known  democratic  family,  and  so  was  (he  man  who  was  killed  a  democrat,  and  all  tbo 

£unily  of  that  man. 
iiue$Hon,  Since  the  dose  of  the  war,  or  Just  after  the  close  .of  the  War,  you  spoke  of 

ft  good  many  depredations  by  the  colored  people.    Were  there  any  grave  or  many  grave 

offenses  committed  by  them  t 
Annper,  Well,  I  think  there  were.    I  cannot  say  there  were  very  many,  but  there 

were  gtave  ofif^^ses.    I  cannot  recall  particular  cases  at  this  time. 
Qn^on,  During  the  years  1865  and  1866,  up  to  tbo  time  the  recoustmetion  acts . 

passed,  was  there  any  trouble  in  arresting  and  bringing  to  punishment  negroes  who 

committed  offenses  t 
Answer,  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  any  i>ersonal  knowledge  of  any  such  trouble. 
Qumiton,  What  is  your  impression  as  to  the  ability,  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 

to  execute  the  laws  as  against  them  very. easily  during  the  years  I  have  named  f 

Answer.  Which  years  did  you  mention  f 

(iuesiwn.  Eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-five  and  186<5,  and  the  early  part  of  1867,  be- 
fare  the  reconstruction  measures  were  passed.  I  confine  my  (question  to  the  time  be- 
tween the  close  of  the  war  and  the  time  when  the  reconstruction  acts  were  passed. 

Answer.  Well,  there  was  a  time  here  when  the  military  interfered  very  extensively 
with  attempts  to  execute  the  laws,  and  their  interference  was  very  frequent  in  the  case 
of  attempts  to  adininister  the  laws  against  negroes. 

Question,  Was  that  prior  to  the  reconstruction  acts  f 

Answer.  It  was  prior  to  the  establishment  of  our  present  State  government. 

(ineeUoH.  That  was  several  months  alter  the  reconstruction  acts  were  passed,  but 
daring  the  time  that  General  Parsons  was  governor,  and  Governor  Patton  was  in  office, 
then  waa  no  military  iuterferonoe  with  the  execution  of  the  laws,  was  th«»'ef 

Ansspor.  I  am  not  sure ;  I  cannot  recollect  about  that. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  their  conunitting  any  other  offenses  aside  from  petit  lar- 
ceny or  Bomethmg  of  that  kindf  Do  you  recollect  any  cases  occurring  in  this  section 
of  country  T 

Anawer,  I  do  not  remember  specific  cases,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  much  greater 
offenses  than  those  were  committed. 

Question,  As  a  class,  were  they  not,  during  that  period,  peaceable  and  well -disposed  f 

Amewer,  Well,  sir,  they  were  more  peaceable  than  it  was  generally  believed  they 
would  be.  I  know  that  the  white  people  of  this  State  were  rather  agreeably  disap- 
pointed by  the  conduct  of  the  negroes,  though  crimes  were  quite  frequent  among  them, 
much  more  so  than  among  the  white  people. 

QueeUon.  But  were  their  crimes  not  of  a  very  petty  character  T 

Anewer.  Well,  they  were  crimes  of  all  grades ;  they  were  mostly  cases  of  larceny,  but 
ihme  were  crimes  of  much  higher  degree.  I  think  rapes  were  sometimes  committed, 
whieh  gave  rise  to  a  great  deal  of  excitement  and  feeling. 

Question,  Do  you  recollect  any  f 

Anewer,  No,  sir;  I  cannot  recall  any  specific  case  within  the  time  you  refer  to. 

Question,  Was  there  during  that  period  such  a  condition  of  affairs  as  to  make  any 
imparent  necessity,  on  account  of  the  action  of  the  negroes,  tor  the  organization  of  the 
Ko-Klnz  order  r 

Anewer.  If  you  ask  my  opinion,  I  do  not  think  there  can  ever  be  a  necessity,  appar- 
ent or  real,  for  any  such  organization  as  that ;  but  that  there  was  felt  among  persons 
who  did  not  have  a  very  great  horror  of  secret  organizations  for  police  purposes  that 
there  was  euch  a  necessity  for  them  I  do  not  doubt  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
QuesHon,  That  was  felt  by  them  T 
Answer,  Yes,  sir;  it  was  fslt  by  them,  I  have  no  doubt 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question,  Were  the  class  of  persons  that  you  supposed  were  in  the  Ku-Elux  order  a 
class  of  men  who  had  such  regard  for  good  order  in  society  as  to  cause  them,  on  that 
account,  to  organize  themselves  f 

Answer.  I  thmk  at  the  outset  of  that  organization,  thouffh  it  was  very  short-lived, 
as  I  sftid  before,  as  a  regular  organization,  and  my  knowledge  of  the  whole  subject  of 
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this  Kn-Klux  organitation  is  exceedingly  limited,  as  I  never  saw  a  man  in  my  Hft 
whom  I  knew  to  be  a  member  of  the  organization — I  think  it  was  short-lired ;  Iratso 
long  as  it  had  any  regular  organization  at  all  I  think,  from  what  I  have  heard,  tbat 
some  very  excellent  men  were  in  it,  some  good  people ;  some  men  whose  sole  purpose 
was  to  preserve  order  and  inflict  punishment  in  cases  where  they  believed  the  ponish- 
ment  would  not  he  inflicted  by  the  law. 

Question,  Had  the  condition  of  afiairs  grown  worse  or  bettor  from  the  close  of  tiie 
war  down  to  the  early  part  of  1867  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  my  belief  is  that  the  material  improvement  in  the  matt^  A'  pub- 
lic order  began  about  1867. 

Question.  What,  in  your  opinion,  was  the  original  leading  cause  for  the  oiganizatioa 
of  that  Ku-Elux  order  t 

Anmoor.  I  can  only  state  the  impression  made  on  my  mind  by  what  I  heard  at  the 
time. 

Q^tisstion.  State  it. 

uJ^uiMr.  I  believe  the  main  object  was  for  the  repression  of  disorders,  and  there  might 
have  been  a  political  element  in  it  to  some  extent,  but  I  do  not  know  about  that. 
.    QvctsUon,  About  what  time  was  it  your  understanding  that  it  was  organized  in  this 
part  of  the  State  ? 

Answer,  I  could  not  give  you  the  date  to  save  my  life. 

Question,  Do  you  recollect  whether  it  was  1867  or  1868  f 

Answer,  No,  I  do  not ;  I  cannot  connect  it  with  any  £su}ts  which  would  refresh  my 
recollection.  » 

Qu£sUon,  In  your  opinion,  has  it  had  any  effect  upon  negro  voters  in  regard  to  caus- 
ing them  to  stay  away  from  elections  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  it  has  not.  But  I  do  not  pretend  to 
say  it  has  not.    I  think  in  this  section  of  tne  State  it  has  had  no  perceptibie  effect. 

Question,  You  think  no  negro  has  been  afraid  of  the  Ku-Khix  and  thereby  been 
restrained  from  attending  the  election  f 

Answer.  I  will  not  say  no  negro,  because  that  is  st^atln^  it  too  strongly ;  but  as  a 
rule  in  our  elections,  since  the  organization  of  the  Ku-Klux  m  thi8i>ortion  of  the  State, 
the  necro  voi;e  has  been  much  more  full  than  the  white  vote ;  the  negroes  have  voted 
more  mlly  than  the  whites. 

Question,  Have  they  not  very  generally  come  to  this  town  to  do  their  voting  f 

Answer,  They  have  very  generally.  I  think  they  have  come  to  this  town  to  do  their 
voting  not  because  they  would  not  be  allowed  to  vote  at  the  various  precincts,  bat  be- 
cause inducements  were  held  out  to  them  to  come  here. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  What  inducements  f 

Answei'.  I  do  not  know  what  inducements  were  held  out,  but  the  supposed  object  of 
bringing,  or  getting  them  to  come  to  town,  was  to  consolidate  their  vote ;  to  get  them 
to  vote  en  masse,  all  together,  all  one  way. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Is  not  that  their  disposition  generally  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  is. 

Question,  Yon  said  in  your  direct  examination  tbat  one  of  the  main  causes,  you 
thought,  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  people,  was  the  manner  in  which  the  eonsta- 
tutiou  was  foisted  upon  the  State  f 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  yon  mean  that  that  was  one  of  the  causes  which  called  into  existence 
the  Ku-Klux  order  T 

Answer,  Not  at  all.  I  think  that  cause  had  nothing  in  the  world  to  do  with  the 
formation  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization.  I  said  that  was  one  of  the  causes  of  the  pop- 
nlar  dissatisfaction. 

Question,  There  was  a  complaint  about  the  officers  that  were  elected  at  the  same 
time,  you  say  f 

^ii«rcr.  Yes,  sir ;  a  very  great  complaint. 

Qu&ition,  How  was  it  possible  to  have  elected  other  officers  than  they  did  If  the  dem- 
ocratic party  wholly  withdrew  from  the  contest  T 

Answer,  Well,  our  people,  relying  upon  the  terms  of  tiie  act  of  Congress  snbmittlBg 

h. 'Miis  constitution  to  the  popular  vote,  believed  that  they  could  most  certainly  defeat 

^\  by  abstaining  from  the  polls.    It  was  i^rovided  by  the  act  of  Congress  that  the  con- 

®^^A^ution  should  not  be  considered  as  ratified  unless  a  majority  of  the  registered  voters 

^*^li.ed  on  the  question  of  ratification  or  rejection.    Well,  the  matter  was  very  mncb 
consi^.i-      -       -  '•  -  -•  •».-..  ' ,    .  *      .»^ 
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BMD  weiEe  the  men  most  violently  opposed  to  the  constitation  ;  and  after  a  great  deal 
of  consideration  it  was  determined  that  the  best  means  of  defeating  the  constitation 
was  to  abstain  from  the  polls.  We  thought  we  conld  get  a  larger  nimiber  of  opponents 
of  the  constitution  to  stay  away  from  the  polls  than  we  could  get  to  go  to  the  polls. 

QueUifm,  Believingthat,  you  took  the  chances  of  these  officers  being  elected  f 

Antwer,  No,  sir.  We  knew  that  if  we  defeated  the  constitation,  if  that  defeat  was 
lecognized,  there  could  be  no  election  of  officers.  "^ 

(JMotion,  But  if  the  constitution  was  adopted^iyou  took  the  chances  of  that,  and 
tiun  the  officers  would  have  come  in,  as  a  matter  of  course  f 

Antwer,  Yes,  sir;  then  the  officers  would  have  come  in. 

By  the  Chairbiak  : 

QvetHon,  Was  it  not  competent  to  have  voted  for  officers  under  the  constitution,  and 
at  the  same  time  have  abstained  from  voting  on  the  question  of  the  adoption  or  rejec- 
tion of  the  constitution  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  certainly  would  have  been  competent  for  our  people  to  have 
voted  for  or  against  the  officers  in  that  election.  That  matter  was  very  much  consid- 
ered also,  but  those  who  favored  the  non-vptine  policy,  of  whom  I  was  not  one,  for  I 
was  in  &vor  of  voting  and  taking  the  chances,  thought  the  best  plan  was  to  advise  our 
people  not  to  vote  at  all ;  that  we  could  not  get  the  people  to  understand  the  differ- 
ence ;  that  if  they  went  to  the  polls  at  all  they  would  vote  on  both  questions,  and  we 
would  lose  the  benefit  of  the  policy  we  had  adopted. 

^y  Mr.  Bice:      * 

QuesUan,  In  your  opinion,  had  yon  all  taken  part  in  the  first  movement  at  the  outset, 
imder  the  reconstruction  laws,  could  you  not  have  got  possession  of  the  convention 
and  made  a  oonstitutiou  that  would  have  suited  yon,  .and  adopted  it  and  elected  your 
own  officers:  were  vou  not  strong  enough  at  that  time  to  have  done  it  f 

Anmoer,  No,  sir ;  I  imagine  not ;  that  was  not  the  opinion. 

By  Mr.  Blaib: 
Qneation*  Large  numbers  were  disfiranohised  f 
Answer.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question,  But  there  would  not  have  been  two  sides  to  the  case  if  you  had  all  joined 
in  reconstructing,  would  there  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  there  were  two  sides  to  begin  with.  You  see  the  negroes,  by  this 
act  of  Congress,  wore  authorized  to  vote,  and  they  voted,  under  influences  which  then 
eontroUed  them,  in  one  solid  body.  A  very  large  number  of  the  white  men  of  the 
State  were  disfranchised  and  could  not  vote  at  aU.  Those  elections  were  held  under 
military  orders. 

Question,  But  they  voted  solid  because  there  was  but  one  side  to  vote  on  f 

Answer,  Well,  the  ne^o  population  of  the  8tate,  sir,  was  at  that  time  under  the 
control  of  influences  which  would  have  made  any  eflbrts  on  the  part  of  the  white  men 
of  ttie  State  vain  in  the  way  of  controlling  them. 

Question.  You  speak  of  county  taxes  here  as  being  about  (39,900,  in  1859  and  1860,  and 
beuig  some  $130,000  in  1869  and  1870  in  this  county.  Is  there  any  pretense  that,  so 
iar  as  this  county  is  concerned,  the  monev  has  not  been  properly  appropriated  f 

Ansioer,  Do  you  mean  the  county  levy  T 

Question.  Yes,  sir ;  for  county  purposes. 

Answer,  For  the  years  I  have  spoken  of,  1869  and  1870, 1  know  of  none  whatever. 
.  On  the  contrary,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  I  think  the  affairs  of  the  county  have 
been  pretty  well  managed. 

Question.  I  will  ask  you  to  account  for  the  difference  in  the  amount  of  taxation, 
whether  the  population  of  the  State  that  is  governed  by  law,  and  over  whom  the  laws 
have  te  be  administered,  has  not  nearly  doubled  by  the  addition  of  the  negro  popula- 
tion as  citizens  between  1860  and  1870  f 

Answer,  The  entire  population  was  governed  by  law  before  the  war. 

Question.  But  the  slave  population  was  mainly  governed  by  their  masters  at  no 
expenso  to  the  State,  and  now  they  are  governed,  and  just  as  expensively  governed  as 
the  white  population,  by  the  State,  and  the  expenses  of  courts  are  correspondingly 
increased.    It  was  not  common  to  have  a  trial  of  slaves  before  the  war  f 

Answer.  No ;  not  for  petty  misdemeanors. 

Question.  Is  not  the  cost  of  the  Judiciary  correspondingly  increased  by  the  addition 
of  the  m^^ro  population  as  citizens  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  would  have  to  take  some  little  time  to  reflect  about  that. 

Mr.  Blair.  These  courts  are  not  paid  by  the  county  but  by  the  State. 

Mr.  EiCE.  Some  by  the  county  and  some  by  the  State.  It  goes  in  to  make  this 
aggregate  of  which  the  witness  speaks,  of  county  and  State  tax.  ^ 
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The  Witness.  Well,  sir,  the  meet  material  increase  woald  be  in  the  matter  of  wit- 
nesses' expenses  who  attend  these  trials ;  that  is,  the  trials  of  prisoners  who  formeriy 
were  slaves,  bat  now  are  free,  for  offenses  which  wefe  generally,  if  committed  by  them, 
not  punished  by  tiie  courts  before  the  war.  That  would  not  begin  to  account  for  the 
difference. 

Qumtion,  But  that  would  account  for  some  of  it  f 

Antwer.  But  it  would  be  a  very  small  portion  of  it,  I  think. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QueaUon,  Are  not  all  these  witness  fees  paid  by  the  State  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  come  out  of  fines  and  forfeitures  from  the  county  treasury.  I 
do  not  see  that  they  would  affect  the  taxation  materially  at  alL 

By  Mr.  Rice: 

Question.  Do  you  not  believe  that  the  increase  of  population  in  the  State  increases 
the  expenses  of  running  the  State  ? 

Answer.  The  increase  of  population  does;  there  it  no  doubt  about  it;  and  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  slaves,  I  have  no  doubt,  did  to  some  extent,  bat  not  to  any  very  great  ex- 
tent, I  think,  except  in  the  matter  of  public  education. 

Question.  I  am  coming  to  that  directly. 

Answer.  Upon  reflection,  I  am  not  sure  that  I  am  not  mistaken  as  to  the  school-tax.  I 
do  not  believe  that  is  included  in  these  items  that  I  have  furnished.  I  believe  that  is 
a  special  tax. 

Question.  1  will  ask  if  the  ordinary  expenses  of  individuals  have  not  increased  neariy 
100  per  cent,  between  1860  and  1870  f 

Anstoer.  There  has  been  a  verv  considerable  increase. 

Question,  I  will  ask  if,  under  the  present  law,  there  has  not  been  an  increase  of  sala- 
ries, and  all  the  expenses  attending  the  State  ffovemmeut,  corresponding  with  that 
increase  in  the  daily  expenses  of  the  individual  T 

Answer,  I  think  there  has  been  an  increase  of  salaries,  and,  to  some  extent,  an  io- 
crease  in  the  ordinary  expenses  of  conducting  the  State  j^vemment.  I  do  not  think 
it  at  all  corresponds  with  the  increase  which  has  taken  plaoe  in  private  expendi tares. 

Question,  Not  as  much  as  that  f 

Answer,  Nothing  like  it. 

Question,  I  will  ask  you  ii^  in  all  improvements  that  have  been  made  in  this  county 
since  1869,  the  cost  has  not  been  double  as  great  as  the  cost  of  similar  improvements  in 
1859 1 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  they  have  been  as  much  as  double.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  not ;  but  they  have  been  considerably  more,  I  have  no  doubt 

Question,  Has  there  not  been  a  greater  amount  of  improvement  hero  in  1869  and  1870 
than  in  the  same  number  of  corresponding  years  previously,  or  in  1859  and  1860  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  did  not  reside  in  this  county  before  the  war,  and  I  cannot  answer 
that  question  from  personal  knowledge. 

Question.  There  has  been  considerable  improvement  in  this  county  f 

Answer.  Considerable  in  the  way  of  building  bridges,  in  some  cases  of  bridges  de- 
stroyed during  the  war,  and,  in  other  cases,  bridges  have  been  built  where  there  were 
no  bridges  before ;  but  before  the  war  a  part  of  the  county  taxes  in  this  county  was  for 
railroad  purposes,  I  think.  I  know  it  was  so  in  onQ  of  those  years  to  which  I  refer— 
the  county  tax  of  this  county  to  pay  the  county  subscription  in  aid  of  the  Memphis 
and  Charleston  Railroad,  which  runs  through  this  county. 

Question,  Are  the  people  taxed  in  anv  way  for  the  building  of 'school-houses  f 

Answer.  I  think  that  comes  under  the  general  school-tax. 

Question,  You  are  not  certain  whether  that  is  included  in  your-estimate  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  is  not,  though  I  am  not  sure  about  that,  really. 

Question,  Do  vou  know  the  amount  of  school-tax,  the  amount  raised  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Question.  Was  there  any  common-school  system  in  this  State  prior  to  the  warf 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  there  a  school  fund  f 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  fhnd  still  in  existence  f 

Answer,  I  say  there  was  a  school  fund. 

Question,  A  school-tax  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  But  there  was  a  school  Aind  that  was  aocumulating  interest  each  year  for 
purposes  of  education  f 

Answer,  The  school  fund,  if  I  recollect  aright,  had  been  lost  by  the  State  long  before 
the  war,  and  the  State  held  itself  as  a  trustee  and  paid  annually,  for  school  purposes, 
the  interest  on  the  fund  which  was  lost,  and  the  matter  so  stands  to  this  day. 
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ByMr.  Buokley: 
QuaUon.  Was  not  Dart  of  that  school  fund  lo^  daring  the  wart 
An9wer.  That  may  have  been  so,  bat  I  am  not  aware  of  it.    I' think  not ;  I  think  it 
was  all  lost  before  the  war. 

ByMr.  Riob: 

QuesHom,  The  school-tax  is  maoh  greater  now  than  prior  to  the  war,  ander  this  sys- 
tem? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  very  mnch  greater. 

QumHan,  Does  this  aim  to  be  a  free-school  system  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUoH.  And  inolades  white  and  eolotedf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  would  increase  the  nnmber  of  children  to  nearly  double,  I  sappose  t 

Answer,  Yen,  sir. 

QuesUon.  I  believe  you  say  you  cannot  state  that  yon  know  of  any  squandering  of 
the  money  on  the  part  of  the  State  ofiScials  f 

Answer,  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  that. 

Question,  Are  the  new  objects  of  taxation,  that  you  speak  of,  meritorious  or  other- 
wise f  You  say  that,  under  the  present  system  of  afifairs,  there  has  been  taxation  for 
nelr  purposes. 

Answer,  I  said  that  the  public  fhnd  had  been  appropriated  for  some  new  purposes. 

QtusUon.  Well,  new  purposes ;  were  they  meritorious  f 

Answer,  Those  appropriations  1  had  mainly  in  my  mind  at  the  time  I  spoke  were  the 
tppropriations  in  aid  of  certain  railroads  in  this  State. 

Qwntion,  Has  the  State  paid  anythiuff  on  account  of  those  roads  f 

Answer,  Whether  the  State  has  actually  paid  any  money  I  am  not  able  to  say.  I  ex- 
p^  it  has,  though.  I  expect  that  the  State  has  paid  one  installment  of  the  iut'Crcst 
lor  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad,  but  I  am  now  stating  only  an  impression. 

Question.  That  railroad  was  built  by  a  loan  by  the  State  of  its  bonds  to  the  amount 
of|l6,000amilet 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  road  has  been  built,  has  it  not  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Under  that  law  does  not  the  State  become  the  owner  of  the  road  in  case  the 
company  fails  to  pay  its  interest  V 

Answer,  The  State,  by  the  law,  retains  a  lien  on  that  portion  of  the  road  in  the  State ; 
bnt  the  fact  that  after  diligent  efforts,  now  for  some  four  or  five  months,  to  obtain  the 
imdispated  control  of  the  road,  the  State  has  not  yet  saccecded,  is  pretty  good  proof 
that  the  security  offered  was  not  effectual. 

Question.  That  is  not  a  very  long  time,  is  it,  four  or  five  months,  to  get  its  rights  es- 
tablished through  the  courts  T 
Answer.  I  think  it  is  quite  a  long  time. 

Question.  You  have  very  speedy  justice  here,  if  {hat  is  regarded  as  a  long  time  in 
soeh  a  liti«ition. 
Answer.  It  is. 

ByMr.  Blair: 

Question.  How  did  it  propose  to  protect  itself?  Was  it  under  the  law  by  )(rhich  the 
road  could  be  sold  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  . 

Question.  Has  the  sale  taken  place  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  difficulty  ig  encountered  in  making  the  sale ;  has  there  been  default  Y 

Answer.  The  company  failed  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  bonds  which  the  State  in- 
dorsed, and  the  State  therefore  became  entitled  to  the  rights  which  it  reserved  in  the 
act  granting  the  aid  to  this  road,  and  it  has  been  making  efforts  ever  since  the  default 
occwed  to  put  itself  in  such  a  position  that  it  could  release  the  securities. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Under  the  law  are  not  the  rights  of  the  State  applied  so  that  it  can  in 
coarse  of  time  enforce  its  remedy  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  cannot  answer  that  question,  because  so  many  imi>ediments 
seem  to  be  thrown  in  the  way  now  of  the  assertion  of  the  rights  of  the  State,  and  on 
aceoonts  which  I  did  not  fully  understand,  that  I  am  satisfied  that  if  the  State  ever 
does  obtain  its  rights  it  will  be  after  very  considerable  delay  and  long  and  great  ex- 
pense in  the  way  of  litigation. 

By  Mr.  BIAIR:  Digitized  by  CjOO^ IC 

Question.  What  obstruction  is  interposed ;  do  you  know  the  character  of  the  obstruo^ 
tianT 
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Answer.  I  do  not;  the  matter  has  been  carried  into  varioas  coarts,  before  varioos 
judges,  State  courts  and  United  States  courts.  It  has  been  before  the  chancery  courts 
in  Tennessee  and  chancery  courts  in  Georgia ;  before  the  United  States  circuit  judge  in 
Montgomery,  and  now  before  the  United  States  district  judge  in  East  Tennessee, 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question,  Have  not  all  the  decisions  so  far  been  ^n  favor  of  the  State  f 
Answer.  I  have  not  kept  up  with  the  controversy  so  as  to  be  able  to  tell  yon. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  Within  the  last  few  days  have  not  the  decisions  put  the  road  in  posseesioii 
of  the  State  of  Alabama  exclusively  f 

Answer.  If  they  have  I  have  not  seen  them ;  it  may  be  so.  I  have  seen  nothing  within 
the  last  week  on  the  subject. 

Question.  Judge  Walker,  in  speaking  of  the  constitution  you  spoke  about  some  objec- 
tions to  the  instrument  itself.  To  what  particular  points  did  you  refer  as  objection- 
able? 

Ansu^er.  Have  you  got  the  constitution  before  you  f 

Question.  I  have  not ;  but  no  doubt  you  remember  them. 

Answer.  Yes :  I  remember  one  particularly.  Doubtless  if  I  had  the  instrument  be- 
fore me  I  could  point  to  others.  Very  great  objection  is  made  to  the  oath  required  of 
voters. 

Question.  Was  there  any  ot^er  point  that  you  heard  of  objected  to  especially  f 

Answer.  Tes ;  there  was  a  provision  made  in  the  constitution,  as  it  was  bebeved,  for 
an  unnecessary  multiplication  of  offices. 

Question.  There  was  only  one  additional  office  made,  was  there  f 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  more  than  one.  I  remember  a  "commissioner  of  indus- 
trial resources,"  I  believe  it  was. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Qtiestion.  Did  it  add  to  the  county  officers  f 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  constitution  did  or  not,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Was  there  any  other  complaint  against  the  constitution  which  you  remem- 
ber? 

Answer,  Yes.  sir ;  there  was  very  great  objection  to  tke  board  of  education,  and 
especially  to  the  legislative  powers  conferred  upon  that  board. 

Question.  Because  of  its  independent  leffislative  character  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  its  independent  legislative  character,  and  it  was  believed  that  it 
was  an  unnecessary  addition  to  the  public  expense ;  and  I  believe  that  opinion  was  not 
then  and  is  not  now  confined  to  the  democratic  party  in  this  State. 

Question.  J  have  a  copy  of  the  election  law  which  bears  on  challenging.  It  is  section 
34  of  the  act  of  1868.  1  would  like  to  have  you  read  it.  Judge  Walker,  because  I  would 
like  to  have  your  opinion  upon  it.  [Submitting  to  the  witness  section  'M  of  the  ael  of 
1868,  which  provides  as  follows : 

"  That  there  shall  be  no  challenging  of  electors  offering  to  vote  at  any  election  here- 
after  held  in  this  State,  and  any  registered  voter  offering  to  vote  at  any  election  in  this 
State  shall  be  allowed  to  do  so  without  question,  challenge,  or  objection  bv  any  person ; 
and  any  person  who  questions,  challenges,  or  objects,  or  who  *nnlawfiilly  hinders  or 
delavs  anv  person  offering  to  vote,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction 
shall  be  fined  tive  hundred  dollars,  and  on  lailure  to  pay  the  same  shall  be  imprisosed 
in  the  county  jail  for  six  months."] 

Now  I  will  ask  you  if  vou  do  not  think  it  would  be  necessary,  in  order  to  make  a 
valid  indictment  under  that  statute,  to  allege  that  the  peison  who  was  challenged  was 
a  qualified  voter? 

Answer.  It  is  a  question  which  I  never  had  occasion  to  consider  before  at  all,  and  I 
cannot  say  that  I  can  express  a  positive  opinion  upon  the  subject  on  so  short  notice. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Have  you  an  idea  that  a  man  could  be  convicted  in  court  for  challenging 
the  vote  of  a  minor  T 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
Question,  Would  it  not  depend  on  the  instructions  of  the  court  before  whom  the  trial 
wa«  held? 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Please  to  answer  my  question  first. 

Anitwer,  I  believe  myself  that  the  better  construction  of  that  act  would  be  that  a 
person  ought  not  to  be  held  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  for  challenging  a  person  who  was 
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not  a  legal  voter.    But  with  saoh  Jndicial  officers  as  we  have  had  in  this  State  since 
tiie  war,  a  contrary  decision  would  not  occasion  in  my  mind  the  least  snrprise. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Snppose  he  should  challenge  thinking  that  he  was  challenging  a  party  who 
was  not  a  qualified  voter,  and  it  should  tarn  out  that  he  was  a  qualified  voter,  could 
he  not  then  he  convicted  of  a  misdemeanor,  although  ignorant  that  he  was  challenging 
a  qualified  voter  t  Suppose  he  should  make  a  mistake  himself  as  to  the  qualification 
of  the  voter  T 

AMwer,  Well,  I  do  not  believe  in  that  case  that  such  a  man  ought  to  be  held  guilty 
of  a  violation  of  the  law  if  the  law  is  proj[>erly  construed. 

ByBlr.  Rice: 
QuesHcn.  He  would  lack  the  criminal  intent.    It  would  have  to  be  shown  that  ho  did 
it  intentionaliy. 
jM9W€r.  Yes,  sir ;  he  would  lack  the  intent. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

QueaHon,  Does  not  the  law  then  really  contemplate  the  protection  of  the  purity  of 
the  ballot-box  by  requiring  the  registration  of  voters,  as  is  contemplate<l  in  the  fourth 
section  of  the  act  which  you  have  before  you  there  in  the  laws  of  1868  f  [Submitting 
the  Laws  of  Alabama  for  1868.1 

An9wer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  understand  your  question.  ' 

Question,  Taking  the  two  sections,  the  thirty-fourth  section  of  the  act  of  1868  in  con- 
nection with  that  act  which  yon  hold  in  your  han<j[,  do  you  not  think  that  the  law 
ntlly  intends  to  protect  the  purity  of  the  ballot-box  in  this  State  f 

Answer.  No ;  I  have  no  such  idea.  I  believe  that  the  law  waa  intended  to  prevent 
any  challenging  of  votes.  The  terms  are  probably  such  that  in  the  hands  of  upright 
jodges  a  man  could  not  be  punished  under  it  for  challenging  a  person  not  qualified  to 
vote,  though  it  is  not  at  all  certain,  as  our  courts  are  now  constituted  in  this  State,  that 
8Qch  an  attempt  would  not  be  punished.  I  want  to  embody  this  lancriage  in  my 
answer :  "  any  person  who  questions,  challenges,  or  objects,  or  who  unlawmlly  hinders 
or  delays  any  person  offering  to  vote,  shall  oe  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor;''  and  I  can 
readily  understand  how  it  might  be  with  our  present  courts  that  a  person  challouging 
anybody  would  be  held  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor.  I  am  satisfied  tnat  the  nni versa!, 
popular  impression  has  becA  that  no  challenge  could  be  made  without  a  violation  of 
law. 

Question.  But  does  not  tho  law  sa^  there  shall  be  no  challenge  of  electors  f 

Answer,  In  one  clause  of  the  section  the  language  is  "  there  shall  be  no  challenging 
of  electors  offering  to  vote,''  and  *'  any  registered  voter  ofiering  to  vote  at  any  election 
in  this  State  shalf  be  allowed  to  do  so  without  qaestion,''  &c.  The  succeeding  clause 
of  the  section  is  in  the  langua<;e  I  have  quoted  above. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  There  is  a  penalty,  I  believe,  for  registering  without  the  proper  qualifica- 
UoBsf 

Answer.  I  think  there  is,  sir;  but,  Mr.  Pratt,  I  really  do  not  know  that ;  I  say  there 
ia,  supposing  that  there  ought  to  be. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Qutslion,  Is  it  not  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  for  the  registration  of  electors,  that 
joii  hold  in  your  hand  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  the  requirement  of  registration  is  in  this.  There  is  a  penalty  for 
^Ise  swearing  in  taking  the  oath  required  in  section  four.    I  find  that  here. 

QuesUom,  Section  four  of  the  constitution  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  section  four  of  the  act.  [Examining  the  section  referred  to.]  Tes,  sir ; 
that  is  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  act ;  there  is  a  penalty  for  false  swearing.  I  do  not 
thiak  there  is  any  other  penal^  provided  for  registering  when  not  qualified,  and  the 
geMrml  election  law,  if  I  recollect  aright,  provides  no  penalty  whatever  for  illegal 
toting. 

Qu^on,  Jud^  Walker,  you  spoke  of  the  Judges  of  our  State.  I  would  like  to  ask 
70a  a  few  questions  in  regard  to  them.  Ton  are  acquainted  with  Judge  Peck,  the  chief 
justice  of  the  State,  are  you  not  f 

Answer.  Very  well,  sir. 

Question,  Is  he  not  regarded  as  an  able  Judge  and  a  very  pure  man  f 

Answer,  Judge  Peck  is  an  excellent  lawyer.  I  do  not  like  to  be  expressing  my 
opinion  about  gentlemen  with  whom  I  am  well  acquainted  and  with  wnom  I  pold 
pleasant  social  intercourse.  I  am  willing  to  answ.er  any  question,  but  in  regard  to 
mdividuals  I  tbiuk  I  should  be  excused. 

Question,  I  will  ask  in  regard  to  the  supreme  court  of  this  State,  generally,  is  it  not 
considered  an  able  court  f 
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Answer,  1  do  not  think  it  iB» 

Question,  Or  in  regard  to  the  circuit  court  of  this  judicial  circuit  heret 

Answer,  1  do  not  think,  Mr.  Buckley,  that  I  ought  to  be  asked  such  questions  as  that. 
I  am  an  attorney  at  this  bar. 

Question,  1  simply  wanted  to  ^et  at  the  faet. 

Answer,  I  have  uo  hesitation  m  answering  any  proper  or  fair  question,  but  any  one 
can  see,  I  think,  that  it  is  not  exactly  fair  to  ask  me  my  opinion  of  a  judge  before  whom 
I  am  under  the  uece^ity  of  practicing. 

Question,  I  want  to  get  at  the  fact  whether  the  courts  of  the  State  administer  the 
laws  of  the  State  in  soeh  a  way  as  to  inspire  confidence  among  the  people.  You  have 
just  referred  to  them  in  your  preceding  remarks. 

Answer,  I  think  there  has  been  an  improvement  in  that  respect,  but,  as  a  general 
fact,  I  do  not  think  they  have  been  administered  in  a  manner  which  has  inspired 
public  confidence.    I  think  the  reverse  is  the  fact. 

Question,  That  yon  apply,  then,  to  the  courts  generally  throughout  the  Stat«  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  said  in  the  outset  that  there  were  some  exceptions,  and  I  make 
that  exception  again. 

Questran,  Do  you  know,  judge,  whether  the  income  from  taxation  in  this  State  during 
the  years  subsequent  to  the  war  has  been  sufficient  to  meet  the  public  expenditiues 
year  by  year  T 

Answer,  Well,  I  suppose,  sir,  without  very  definite  knowledge  upon  the  subject,  that 
for  a  year  or  so  after  the  war  the  income  from  taxation  could  not  have  been  sufficient. 

Question,  Are  you  aware  that  the  income  during  the  vear  IbTTO  only  was  sufficient, 
of  all  those  years,  to  meet  the  expenditures  of  the  State  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  aware  of  that. 

Question,  Is  not  that  the  fact  that  the  receipts  from  taxation  during  1870  met  the 
expenditures  of  the  State,  and  that  that  was  the  first  year  in  which  this  had  occurred 
for  ten  years? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  if  the  income  for  1869  was  not  sufficient,  it  is  certainly  a  matter  of 
great  surprise  to  me. 

Question,  But  the  assessments  are  levied  a  year  in  advance  of  collection  f 

Anmoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Then  the  assessments  were  levied  in  1868  which  were  collected  in  1869  f 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question,  Then  those  assessments  must  have  been  levied  by  the  legislature  elected  at 
the  same  time  that  Governor  Patton  was  elected  ? 

Answer.  When  did  the  present  State  government  commence? 

Questioit,  July,  1868.  They  of  co*urse  could  not  interfere  with  the  assessments  of 
that  year,  which  were  made  by  the  legislature  of  18e7-'68  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  state  now  when  the  revenue  system  devised  by  the  legislature 
which  went  into  office  in  July,  1866,  went  into  operatic. 

Question,  But  the  assessment  had  already  been  made  previous  to  July,  1868,  had  it 
not? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  must  have  been,  sir. 

Question.  Then,  whatever  increase  of  taxation  was  found  necessary  in  1869,  must 
have  been  provided  for  by  the  democratic  legislature  which  met  in  the  fall  of  1867  and 
spring  of  1868? 

Ans\oer,  No,  sir;  the  taxes  referred  to  in  the  tables  I  have  given  were  taxes  assessed 
under  the  law  of  1868,  by  the  legislature  which  went  into  office  after  the  establishment 
of  the  present  State  government. 

Question,  You  referred  to  two  years  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  assessment  of  1869  and  1870. 

Question,  And  think  that  assessment  met  the  expenditures  of  the  State  government  ? 

Answer,  Well,  I  have  not  examined  with  a  view  to  that,  but  I  have  presumed  that 
they  ought  to  have  largely  exceeded  the  expenses  of  the  State  government. 

Question,  Do  you  know  how  much  the  legislature  last  winter  cut  down  the  taxation 
upon  real  estate? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  much  ? 

Answer,  They  brought  it  down  from  75  cents  on  the  hundred  dollars  to  50  cents  on 
t^e  hundred  dollars^  worth  of  property. 

Question,  Are  you  aware  that  the  State  treasury  is  empty  and  that  warrants  are  bein^ 
sold  on  the  State  treasury  in  the  city  of  Montgomery  at  present  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  of  it  before.  I  remember  that  a  reduction  of  the  rate 
of  taxation  was  recommended  by  the  governor  of  this  State,  Governor  Smith,  but  his 
reconunendation  was  not  complied  with  by  the  legislature. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question,  I  will  ask  you  if  the  legislature,  under  the  govemni^t  that  went  into 
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operation  in  1668,  did  not  have  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of  reoonstmction  in  addition 
to  tbe  01  dinaiy  expenses  of  the  government  ? 

Answer,  I  cannot  state  positively  how  the  fact  is,  hnt  my  impression  is  that  those 
expenses  had  heen  provided  for  by  the  previous  legislature.  . 

By  Mr.  Bucklbt  : 

QuetUon.  The  expenses  of  the  constitutional  convention,  at  least,  were  not  provided 
for  by  any  previous  legislature  f 

Answer,  I  am  not  sure  about  how  that  is. 

Question.  It  was  not  known  until  after  the  reconstruction  acts  were  passed  that  there 
would  be  a  convention  f 

Answer,  No ;  but  the  legislature,  you  know,  continued  in  office,  the  provisional  govern- 
ment continned  in  force,  until  July,  1868.    The  convention  met  in  1867,  did  it  nott 

QuesUan,  November,  1867. 

Answer,  November,  1867 ;  and  the  expenses  of  holding  that  convention  were  ascer- 
tained before  the  provisional  government  went  out  of  existence. 

Question,  But  the  tax  was  not  levied? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  but  whether  the  expenses  of  that  convention  were  provided  for  by 
tbe  provisional  government  or  left  to  bo  provided  for  bfr  the  government  established 
under  the  constitution  I  do  not  remember. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question*  Ton  have  stated  that  immediately  after  the  war  there  were  a  ^eat  many 
violations  of  law  by  colored  people.  What  was  the  character  of  those  violations  of 
law? 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  they  were  generally  misdemeanors,  sometimes  graver  ofifenses. 

Question,  Was  there  not  great  destitution  among  the  people  of  this  State,  white  and 
colored,  for  two  or  three  years  after  the  war,  and  did  you  not  have  two  or  three  bad 
crops  after  tbe  war  f 

Answer.  There  was  considerable  destitution,  much  greater  in  some  localities  in  the 
State  than  others,  of  course. 

Question.  Where,  as  you  say,  stock  on  the  farms  was  killed  by  the  negroes,  was  it  not 
OD  account  of  their  destitution  and  in  order  to  relieve  their  hnngerf 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  think  that  at  any  time  there  was  much  destitution  among 
n^roes  who  were  willing  to  work.  There  never  was  a  time  when  a  laborer  could  not 
get  pretty  fair  wages  for  his  labor ;  and  these  depredations  that  were  committed  were 
generally  committed  by  idle  negroes,  not  dispose^  to  work. 

Question,  Was  there  not,  measurably,  a  failure  of  the  cotton  crop  for  two  years  in 
SQccession  after  the  war  t 

Answer,  I  think  there  was. 

Question,  What  means  had  they,  then,  of  relieving  their  wants  f 

Ansieer.  Although  there  was  measurably  a  failure  of  the  cotton  crop,  cotton  com- 
manded pretty  good  prices,  and  they  were  generally  paid  their  wages. 

Question,  Ton  have  spoken  of  the  organization  of  Loyal  Leagues  after  the  war.  Was 
it  understood  that  those  Leagues  embraced  principally  colored  men  f 

Answer,  Principally  colored  men,  though  tnere  were  some  white  men  who  were  mem- 
bers of  it. 

Question.  Their  number  was  infinitesimal,  was  it  not  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  was,  thou;;h  my  kuowlecj^e  as  to  the  number  of  white  men  who 
joined  them  is  very  limited. 

Question,  You  have  said  that  the  purpose  of  the  Loyal  League  wos  not  understood. 
Allow  me  to  inauire  whethft  there  was  any  difficulty  in  worming  from  the  simple- 
hearted  negro  all  the  particulars  of  that  organization,  what  its  objects  were,  what  it 
contemplated,  and  what  it  was  doing  f 

Answer,  1  cannot  answer  that  question,  never  having  made  anj  such  effort. 

Question,  Did  you  understand  that  an^  acts  of  violence,  any  violations  of  law,  were 
ever  countenanced  or  approved  by  this  organization,  or  inspired  by  it? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  did.  My  knowledge  of  the  Loyal  League  is,  as  I  stated 
before,  exceedingly  limited,  only  going  to  the  extent  of  the  fact  that  uiere  was  such  on 
organization,  that  they  met  frequently  at  night,  that  inflammatory  harangues  w  «ro 
made  to  the  negroes :  and  that  in  that  way,  and  through  the  appeals  which  were  made 
to  them  at  these  gatherings,  the  antagonism  of  race  was  very  greatly  excited,  and  thus 
violations  or  disturbances  of  the  peace  were  made  more  likely. 

Question.  IHd  you  ever  hear  any  of  these  inflammatory  appeals  yourself? 

Answer.  Not  in  the  Loyal  League.    I  never  was  at  any  oi  their  meetings. 

Question.  Ontside  of  the  Loyiu  League  did  you  ever  hear  any  inflammatory  appeals 
adoressed  to  the  negroes ;  did  you  ever  hear  any  one  counseling  them  to  acts  of  violence 
in  any  pnblic  address  f 

Answer,  I  have  very  rarely  attended  public  meetings  of  negroes  «»ince  the  war.  Only 
on  one  or  two  occasions  was  I  present,  and  then  only  for  a  few  minutes.    I  did  hear,  I 
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think,  on  two  oocasions,  a  negro  man  of  this  place,  named  Qeorge  Williams,  makiiiff 
speeches  to  neeroes,  and  parts  of  the  speeches  which  I  heard  I  thoaght  were  well  ciu- 
colated  to  at  least  stimolate  a  hostility  to  the  white  people,  and  put  the  negroes  in 
a  state  of  mind  making  them  ready  for  difficalties  with  white  men. 

QiieaHon,  Yon  may  state  the  points  which  he  made  to  his  colored  friends  £rom  which 
you  drew  that  inference. 

Answer,  I  cannot  undertake  to  do  that  at  this  day.  I  only  heard  him  for  a  few  min- 
utes in  passing.  I  simply  stopped  and  heard  his  speech.  I  recollect  he  alluded  to  the 
wrones  of  the  negro  in  days  oi  slavery,  and  the  fact  that  all  the  wealth  of  the  white 
man  had  heen  made  hy  negro  lahor,  and  that  the  negroes  were  entitled  to  their  fair 
share  of  all  these  accumulations ;  and  the  general  tendency  of  what  I  heard  him  say 
was'that  the  white  man  was  the  enemy  of  the  negro ;  that  he  had  been  and  was  stiU 
his  enemy. 

QueatUm,  Did  he  argue  agrarianism  to  his  colored  bearers,  or  aCTarian  doctrines  7 

Answer,  1  thought  me  tendency  of  what  little  I  heard  was  in  tpat  direction. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  democratic  executive  committee  of  this  county 
importing  two  democratic  colored  speakers,  one  from  Tennessee  aud  another  from  some 
Northern  State,  to  address  the  colored  people  here  t 

Answer,  1  know  that,  although  not  here  at  the  time.  I  heard  that  a  colored  demo- 
cratic speaker  from  Tennessee  came  here  to  speak. 

Question,  The  point  is  whether  these  colored  speakers  were  imported  here  by  the 
authority  of  the  democratic  party  of  this  county  f 

Anewei;  1  was  about  to  answer  that  part  of  the  question.  I  have  no  knowledge  in 
the  world  on  the  subject.  I  was  not  here  when  the  man  came,  and  do  not  know  bow 
he  was  brought  here. 

Queetion,  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  good,  respectable  men  of  Madison  County 
were  understood  to  have  Joined  this  Ku-Klux  organization,  and  to  have  adopted  and 
worn  the  absurd  and  grotesque  disguises  of  that  order  f 

Answer,  As  I  stated  oefore,  I  do  not  know  any  man  who  was  ever  in  that  organiza- 
tion ;  but  about  the  time  when  it  was  first  understood  that  there  was  such  an  organi- 
zation, I  heard  and  believe  that  some  very  good  men  were  in  it.  I  never  heard  any 
names  mentioned;  but  that  was  the  character  of  men  I  heard  it  suggested  weie  in  the 
organization. 

Question,  And  rode  about  at  nisht  in  these  fantastic  disguises  with  their  horses  dis- 
guised f    Do  you  think  that  could  be  true  of  good,  respectable  oitizens  t 

Ansroer.  I  have  no  doubt  it  was  to  some  extent.  I  suppose  that  was  more  true  of  the 
young  men  than  the  men  of  more  mature  years. 

Question.  I  wish  to  ask,  in  addition  to  what  my  associates  have  inquired  of  you 
already,  a  few  questions  in  relation  to  the  taxes  of  this  State.  In  the  first  place,  let 
me  inquire  how  often  the  property,  personal  and  real,  of  citizens  of  this  State  is 
appraised  for  taxable  purposes  T 

Ansiocr.  Every  year. 

Question.  I  understood  yon  to  say  that  the  whole  taxable  wealth  of  this  county  in  the 
years  1869  and  1870  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  $8,000,000 1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Now,  what  was  the  rate  of  taxation  for  the  year  1869  upon  every  f  100 
worth  of  taxable  property  t 

Answer,  Seventy-five  cents  on  each  flOO  worth. 

Question.  For  State  purposes  T        « 

Answer.  State  purposes. 

Question,  And  the  same  amount  for  county  purposes  T  ^ 

Answer,  The  same  amount  for  county  purposes. 

Question,  So  that  a  man  owning  $100  worth  of  property,  personal  or  real,  would  i>ay 
for  all  purposes  $1  50  of  taxes  for  that  year  f 

Answer,  For  every  State  and  county  purpose. 

Question.  For  what  other  purpose  did  you  levy  taxes  besides  State  and  oounty  pur- 
poses? 

Answer,  Well,  in  towns  and  cities  like  this  there  are  corporation  taxes. 

Qttestion,  I  am  not  asking  in  relation  to  corporation  taxes,  but  in  relation  to  taxes 
outside  of  cities  f 

Answer,  No  other  purpose ;  no  other  purpose  of  taxes  on  property. 

Question,  The  city  taxes  would  of  course  be  regulated  by  the  common  council  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  A  large  city  would  judge  for  itself  of  the  objects  of  expenditure  and  tb« 
amount  that  should  be  raised  T 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  Now,  before  the  war  what  was  the  rate  of  taxation  for  State  and  what  for 
county  purposes  f 

Answer,  Before  the  war  the  tax  on  real  estate  was  one-fiflh  of  one  per  cent.^20  cents 
on  each  flOO  worth  of  property.  — 
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Quation.  Did  that  inohide  slaveef 

Anmoar.  No,  sir ;  I  said  on  real  estate.  The  tax  on  slaves  was  a  specific  tax  regalated 
bj  the  age  of  the  slaves,  and  the  tAxes  on  personal  property  generally  were  specific 
taxes— no  rec;ular  ad  valorem  tax  on  personal  property. 

QuesHon,  How  is  your  property  valued  for  the  porposes  of  taxation  generally f  At 
about  its  fnir  cash  valne  or  below  that  t 

Anmcer,  Well,  in  this  connty,  for  the  last  three  years,  I  think  it  has  been  valued  at 
fall  cash  valae.  That  is  the  prevailing  impression ;  and  my  impression  is  that  it  has 
been  the  purpose  of  the  present  commissioners  to  value  it  at  the  real  cash  value. 

QuesHon.  Under  your  system  of  State  t-axes  before  the  war,  had  your  State  drifted 
into  debt  T 

Amtwer.  Tue  State  debt  before  the  war  was  not  large  in  comparison  with  the  reeouroea 
of  the  State. 

Qmttion.  About  how  large  was  that  debt  before  the  warT 

Answer.  My  recollection  about  amounts  is  so  imperfect  that  I  dislike  to  state  amounts; 
bat  I  think  that  between  four  and  five  millions  was  the  extent  of  the  bonded  debt  of 
the  State. 

Queition,  Had  you  any  county  debt  before  the  war  f 

Answer,  As  I  stated  before,  I  did  not  reside  in  this  county  until  after  the  war. 

QiieBtion,  I  did  not  kuo\f  but  that  your  examination  of  the  records  in  nreparing  the 
tables  yon  have  presented  here  had  enabled  you  to  answer  that  question  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  but  I  believe  there  was  a  bonded  debt  of  the  county. 

Question.  Has  that  debt  been  reduced  since  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  that  is.    I  presume  they  have  simply  paid  the  interest. 

QuesHon.  How  do  you  know  but  what  some  of  the  amounts  levied  and  collected  for 
county  purposes  for  1869  and  1870  were  applied  to  liquidate  the  principal  of  the  county 
debt? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that.    It  may  have  been  the  case ;  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  I  would  iuquire  of  you  whether  this  county  has  not  since  the  war  purchased  > 
a  iM)or-{arm  of  several  nundred  acres  in  the  neighborhood  of  your  city  t 

Ajtswer.  Yes,  sir ;  purchased  it  and  has  since  sold  it. 

QHestion.  Do  you  know  how  much  was  paid  for  the  poor-farm  f 

Answer,  No ;  I  have  really  forgotten,  sir ;  but  I  have  the  impression  that  the  ooanty 
perhaps  in  the  subsequent  sale  kept  itself  whole ;  that  it  lost  nothing  by  the  transaotiaa 
but  1  am  not  sure  about  that.    I  know  it  was  bought  and  sold. 

Question.  Does  your  county  levy  taxes  to  build  and  improve  highways  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  public  roads ;  it  does  for  th* 
puq>08e  of  building  bridges. 

Question.  Have  you  any  iron  bridges  in  this  county  f 

Answer,  I  think  none. 

Queatitm.  Yon  say  the  bridges  existing  before  the  war  were  some  of  them  destroyed 
during  the  warf 

Answen  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  that  is  the  case.  I  am  pretty  confident  it  was,  though  1 
cannot  speak  from  personal  knowledge  on  that  subject. 

Question..  Will  you  please  enumerate  the  items  of  county  expenditure  T  I  wish  to 
learn  for  what  purpose  your  county  taxes  are  expended.  Please  give  the  difEereut 
heads  of  es^nditures. 

Answer,  Well,  the  county  has  charge  of  all  public  buildings ;  the  erection  and  re- 
pair  of  pablic  buildings,  such  as  jails  and  court-houses ;  the  erection  and  repair  of 
Widfee  across  streams.  Some  portion  of  the  expense  of  the  administration  of  public 
jofttice  is  paid  by  counties ;  criminal  cases  mainly  out  of  funds  which  pass  into  the 
couaty  treasury  from  fines  and  forfeitures  in  criminal  causes. 

Question.  Does  your  county  support  the  poor  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  not  that  usually  a  very  large  item  of  expenditure  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  is,  sir,  though  I  have  never  examined  the  figures  on  that 
nibject.  From  my  impression  as  to  the  number  of  the  destitute  in  this  county  I  should 
not  think  it  would  be  very  large. 

Question.  Does  your  county  pay  the  expenses  of  oaptnnng,  keeping,  and  maintaining . 
criminals  until  trial  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  is  paid  by  the  State. 

Question.  Does  your  county  pav  the  expenses  of  bailiffs  and  officers  of  tilie  court  T 

Answer.  I  think  that  most  of  those  expenses  are  paid  by  the  State. 

QuwUon.  Does  your  county  pay  the  expenses  of  criminal  prosecutions  where  the 
accused  is  acquitted  or  where  the  fine  a^d  costs  in  cases  of  conviction  cannot  be  c?U 
leoted  from  him  T 

Answer.  I  used  to  be  very  familiar  with  all  our  legislation  on  those  sublects,  but  it 
has  bee&  a  long  time  since.  Where  the  parties  are  convicted  \u  criminal  causes  and 
are  unable  to  pay  the  costs,  prove  to  be  insolvent,  I  think  that  the  witnesses'  certiii- 
cates  are  receivable  at  the  county  treasury  in  payment  of  fines  and  forfeitures. 
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Question,  In  payment  of  fines  and  forfeitures  a^ititt  tliat  witness  t 

Answir.  Yes,  sir ;  against  the  defendants  in  criminal  causes  where  the  defendants  are 
•bnvieted  and  fined,  or  where  defendants  are  recognized  for  their  appearance  and  fail 
to  appear  and  default  is  taken  a^nst  them ;  or  forfeitures  of  witnesses. 

Qu$sUon,  Do  yo4  mean  that  witaMseB  are  paid  out  of  that  fondf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

OuesHem.  Suppose  that  Ibind  is  insufficient  T 

Anmoar.  Then  i  donot  thiak  they  are  paid  at  all,  sir. 

QuesUan,  Are  your  county  offiosra  paid  out  of  the  fund  produced  hy  the  county 
iMcesf 

Anstcer,  Well,  the  tax  assessor  and  tax  collector  are  paid  out  of  the  taxes.  They  get 
a  certain  parceotaEe  om  the  taxes. 

Question,  After  they  are  collected  and  paid  into  the  treasury  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  deducted  from  the  taxes  collected ;  they  get  a  certain  com- 
aitesion. 

•  Quesilion.  I  wish  to  understand  that  a  little  more.  Here,  for  example,  in  1870  you 
report  $56,733  70  collected  of  county  taxes.  Is  that  exclusive  of  the  amount  paid  to 
the  assessor  and  collector,  or  inclusive  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  that  is  the  entire  amount.  These  statements  are  takeoi  from  the 
assessment  books  and  show  the  entire  amount. 

Question,  This  does  not  show  t^  amount  actually  coUeoted,  then  T 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  What  is  generally,  one  year  after  another,  the  amount  of  delinquendeB  f 

Answer,  Very  smafi,  sir,  very  small — not  more  than  f2,000  or  |2,500  a  year. 

QuesiUm,  Assuming  the  assessment  to  be  this  sum  which  you  have  given,  t^e  lees  of 
the  assessor  and  collector  must  be  taken  out  of  the  sum  assessedf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon,  What  other  officers  have  you  in  the  county  that  are  paid  out  of  this  fund 
Idt  their  services? 

Answer,  Well,  the  cetmty  treasurer,  I  believe,  is. 

Question,  He  is  paid,  I  suppose,  a  certain  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  collection  t 

Answer,  I  think  he  is. 
'  ^MSBtum.  Have  you  a  ooonty  auditor  T 

Ainswer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  What  officer  atands  im  place  of  county  auditor? 

Answer,  Well,  the  oo«rt  of  eounty  commissimiers ;  and  tkay  are  paid  a  certain  per 
diem  for  their  services. 

Quesiion,  Are  they  paid  out  of  this  county  fund  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  They  have  quarterly  meetings.  They  have  three  or  four  county 
oommissiouers  besides  the  judge  of  probate,  who  is  ex  officio  men^ber  of  the  board  of 
eounty  commissioners  and  prsstding  oifficer  of  that  court. 

QuesUon,  Is  he  paid  out  of  this  fund  ? 

Answer.  I  think  only  as  a  member  of  the  commissiimevB.  His  ordinary  compensation 
is  derived  fix>m  his  fees  in  his  office. 

Question,  Is  anything  paid  to  the  sheriff  from  this  fund  ? 

Answer,  I  think  not.  « 

Question,  How  does  he  derive  his  compensation  for  services  which  he  renders  for  the 
eounty  ? 

Answer,  Well,  now,  perhaps  I  am  mistaken  in  saying  the  sheriff  gets  nothing.  He 
does  get,  I  think,  on  reflection,  an  annual  allowance  for  nis  general  services,  I  am  not 
sure  whether  that  is  paid  by  tne  State  or  county,  but  it  is  for  his  services  in  attending 
prisoners  and  carrying  them  to  tho  penitentiary,  and  feeding  prisoners. 

Question,  And  for  summoning  grand  and  petit  jurors  ? 

Ansujer.  He  g^ts  no  compensation  from  the  county  for  that.  He  gets  an  annual  com- 
pensation. I  do  not  remember  whether  it  is'  paid  by  the  State  or  county,  but  it  is  for 
Ins  ordinary  services  outsAde  of  what  be  gets  as  tees,  such  as  attending  prisoners.  He 
is,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  jailer  lisr  the  county,  although  he  ofben  does  employ  others 
to  keep  the  jail.  He  gets  the  fees,  and  he  presents  his  account  jfor  fees  lor  services 
•f  that  description  to  Uie  legislaiture  at  each  session.  If  his  accounts  are  approved 
by  the  circuit  judge  and  found  to  be  correct,  the  legislature  is  in  the  habit  of  passing 
acts  appropriating  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  off  his  account. 

Quatwt.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  tiiere  had  been  any  new  oounty  offices  created 
under  the  new  constitution  t 

Answer,  Jfo,  sir ;  I  said  not^iing  aibout  oounty  officers  that  I  recollect.  I  do  not  think 
there  have  been. 

Question,  Has  there  been  a  general  increase  in  tiie  fees  of  officers,  witnesses,  and 
Jvrors t 

Answer,  1  have  not  paid  special  attention  to  the  question,  and  I  am  not  able  to  an- 
•worit. 

Question,  Finally,  do  you  think  that  a  tax  of  #56,000  or  167,000,  for  oounty  purposes. 
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vpm  HadisoQ  Coon^  which  has  a  taxable  wealth  to  the  amount  of  neat  |8,000,000,  is 
MD  excessive  Uvx,  or  a  bordeDsome  tax  t 

Answer,  I  think  thai  the  State  and  county  taxes  combined*^— 

Qut$tion.  J  am  not  aaking  now  in  relation  tm  State  taxes  at  all.  My  qnestion  has 
direct  and  Bpecific  relation  to  coonty  taxes. 

Auw€r.  Will  you  rei>eat  it  f 

Question,  Do  yon  think  a  tax  of  $56,000  or  $57,000,  for  county  purposes,  an  exees- 
sive  or  burdensome  tax  npon  Madison  County,  which  has  a  taxable  wealth  of  near 
18,000,000! 

Answer.  As  compared  with  the  county  taxes  to  which  we  were  subject  before  the 
war,  it  is  an  excessiye  tax. 

Questiom,  But  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  are  not  prepared  to  assert  that  this 
expenditure  has  been  unwise  or  uncalled  for  f 

Answer,  No;  I  have  no  such  knowledge  of  the  expenditure  which  has  been  made  of 
the  sums  raised  in  this  county  for  county  purposes  as  would  justify  me  in  assailing  it 
as  unwise  or  improper.  All  that  I  say  is,  that  the  sum  raised  is  greatly  out  of  pro- 
portion to  wbat  our  people  were  accustomed  before  the  war  to  pay  for  the  same  objects, 
or  the  same  class  of  oljects. 

BylCr.BLAiB: 
iinsstkm.  When  they  had  a  much  larger  amount  of  pro^perty  t 
Ansver,  A  mudi  larger  amount  of  property. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Qitctf^os.  They  had  no  burnt  or  destroyed  bridges  to  provide  for  before  the  war,  had 
tbeyf 

AnMoer,  I  do  not  know  of  any.  though  I  was  not  ikmiliar  with  this  county,  not  very 
^miliar  with  it,  not  being  a  citizen  of  it.  I  piesome,  however,  that  it  was  not  at  all 
common  to  have  to  rebuild  burned  bridges. 

Question.  Have  you  a  State  auditor  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHou.  Does  your  law  provide  for  an  annui^  publication  by  the  auditor  of  state  of 
Uie  amounts  received  unoer  your  State  taxes,  aad  of  the  manner  of  their  disbnrse- 
mentt 

Answer,  Such  annual  pnUicatioDS  are  made,  and  I  presume  they  are  required  by 
the  law,  though  I  do  not  remember  to  have  examined  it  with  a  specific  view  to  that 
poist 

Question,  Any  person  can,  therefore,  at  any  time,  inform  himself  for  what  purpose 
e^ery  dollar  piud  into  the  State  treasury  has  been  disbursed  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  cannot  say  that  he  could.  It  would  require  a  kind  <^  iuveetication 
to  which  not  very  many  of  oui'  people  axe  well  fitted.  I  have  looked  at  some  of  these 
editor's  resorts  myseLu 

Question,  liave  you  anv  difficulty  in  understanding  them  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  any  difficulty  in  understanding  them,  but  I  would 
have,  perhaps,  an  insuperable  difficulty  in  asoertaining  from  them  exactly  how  all  the 
pQbhc  moneys  have  been  appropriated. 

Question.  Did  you  take  time  to  refer  to  tiie  laws  under  which  the  moneys  were  ap- 
propriated or  paid  out  f 

Answer.  No ;  I  have  made  no  such  investigation  as  I  might  have  made  if  I  were  bent 
■pon  ascertaining  how  the  public  moneys  had  been  expended. 

Qu^ion.  Does  not  your  law  require  that  an  annual  exhibit  shall  be  made  by  your 
eonnty  officers  of  the  amount  of  money  collected  for  county  purposes,  and  how  the  sum 
baa  been  disbursed :  and  is  not  that  exhibit  regularly  made  every  year,  so  that  every 
iitAun  may  know  Just  where  the  taxes  have  been  applied  f 

Answer.  1  think  that  st^ch  exhibits  are  made — at  least  an  exhibit  showing  the  colleo^ 
tois  and  diBhursements*-and  I  presume  that  they  are  required  by  law. 

Questiots.  I  ue({leoted,  in  the  proper  connection,  to  inquire  of  you  whether  all  matters 
leUtii^g  to  the  fomishi!!^  of  your  public  buildings,  and  fuel,  and  ligLts,  and  stationery 
Mr  the  offices,  are  not  paid  for  out  of  the  county  fund  f 

Antwer.  The  repaira  of  public  buildings  are  paid  for  out  of  the  county  fund. 
•    ^ttefftton.  How  IS  the  fumitifre  paid  fort 

Answer^  And  the  furniture,  to  some  extent,  if  not  entirely ;  but  I  do  not  know  about 
Ibfti.    I  believe  that  the  stationery  is.    . 

Qpie$Uom.  I  suppose  your  court-house  and  yenr  public  offices  are  warmed  and  lighted 
the  county  expense  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir;  I  think  they  are. 

Question.  I  desire  to  learn  your  opinion  as  to  the  number  of  men  in  Madison  County 
vbo  aie  disqualitied  from  holding  office  at  this  time  under  the  fourteenth  amendment  f 

Ansuer.  Well,  sir,  it  would  bo  a  mere  conjecture  if  I  sl^uld  answer  that  question. 

Qu^lon,  I  want  your  opinion. 
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Anncer.  My  answer  to  that,  of  coafse,  would  depend  to  some  extent  on  how  far  the 
dinqnalification  effected  by  that  amendment  would  go.  If  that  amendment  is  held  as 
disqualifying  from  office  all  the  citizens  of  this  county  who  held  any  office  under  the 
8tate  govemment,  including  such  officers  as  justices  of  the  peace,  constables,  and  mem- 
bers of  the  commissioners'  court,  clerks  and  registrars  of  courts,  as  well  as  officers  of  a 
higher  grade,  and  as  also  including  persons  who  bad  held  offices  under  municipal  cor 
porations,  such  as  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  a  city  or  town,  I  should  say  toat  tbe 
number  of  persons  disqualified  by  the  amendment  in  this  county  would  probably  reach 
GOO ;  it  mignt  be  more ;  it  might  be  less.  It  is  a  busty  coqjecture  made  without  tioje 
for  inquiry  or  reflection. 

Question.  Did  your  old  constitution,  or  the  laws  in  force  previous  to  the  rebeBioD, 
require  that  such  officers  as  you  have  named,  cx)n8tab1es,  a'dermen,  &c.,  should  take  an 
oath  to  support  the  Coustitution  of  the  United  States  before  being  inducted  into  office  t 

Answer,  Well,  I  will  not  undertake  to  say  positively,  but  my  best  impression  is.  that 
under  the  old  constitution  and  laws  as  thr;!'  stood  before  the  war,  all  public  officers, 
provided  for  either  by  our  constitution  or  State  laws,  were  required  to  take  an  oath  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Question,  You  think  there  are  that  number  of  men  who  have  taken  that  oath  and 
have  violated  it  by  entering  into  the  rebellion  voluntarily,  do  you  f 

Ansiver.  No,  I  do  not.  I  think  there  are  that  number  of  men  in  this  county  who  had 
taken  that  oath,  and  who  had  engaged  in  the  rebellion. 

Question,  The  distinction  you  mean  to  draw,  I  understand,  is  that  they  did  not  neces- 
sarily violate  their  oaths  in  entering  the  rebellion  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Then  you  do  Uot  regard  such  persons  as  had  taken  that  oath,  and  had  Vol- 
untarily gone  into  the  rebellion,  as  having  levied  war  against  the  United  States  f 

Answer,  Well,  according  to  the  view  which  I  hold — and  on  this  point  I  speak  only  my 
own  view,  not  answering  for  that  of  others,  though  I  believe  it  was  the  prevailing 
opinion  in  this  State— our  citizens  were  absolved  ftom  their  obligations  of  allegiance  to 
the  United  States  by  the  act  of  the  State  in  withdrawing  the  powers  which  it  had 
granted  to  the  United  States. 

Question,  It  followed  then,  as  a  consequence,  of  course,  that  they  ceased  to  be  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  from  the  time  when  the  act  of  secession  was  adopted,  I  sup- 
pose T 

Answer,  In  the  view  which  prevailed  with  the  great  majority  of  the  i>eople  of  this 
State,  I  suppose  that  would  have  been  the  consequence. 

Question.  Not  to  pursue  that  matter  any  further,  I  wish  to  inquire  of  yon  whether 
any  one  of  these  men  who  were  banded  together  in  greater  or  less  numbers  and  dis- 
guised, and  who,  under  cover  of  night,  committed  outrages  upon  i>erson  and  property, 
IJrom  first  to  last,  has  been  convicted  in  the  courts  of  Madison  County  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  recall  any  such  conviction,  nor  can  I  recall  any  case  in  which  the 
perpetrators  of  such  outrages  became  known  to  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  prosecute 
them.  I  know,  in  some  instances,  very  great  efforts  were  made  to  ascertain  who  the 
perpetrators  were. 

Question,  Until  recently,  was  there  any  concerted,  united,  hearty  action  upon  the  part 
of  the  leading  men  of  the  community  to  detect  and  bring  to  jus'ilce  these  criminals  T 

Anstcer,  Latterly,  in  this  community,  there  has  been  no  necessity  for  any  such  con- 
certed action,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  at  any  time  has  there  been  among  the  body  of 
the  people  a  disposition  not  to  prosecute  those  offenders. 

Question,  My  question  is  whether  an  earnest,  determined  effort  was  made,  upon  the 
part  of  the  citizens,  to  ferret  out  and  discover  who  these  offenders  were,  and  to  t»ke 
active  and  energetic  measures  to  secure  them  and  bring  them  to  punishment? 

Answer,  Well,  I  think  that  efforts  were  made. 

QwesUcn,  Will  you  state  by  whom,  and  when,  and  in  what  manner  such  efforts  were 
made? 

Answer,  Well,  in  the  case  which  is  freshest  in  my  reoollection,  the  caae  of  this  man 
Thompson,  to  whom  I  referred  Just  now,  I  know  that  his  relatives  and  friends  made 
very  considerable  exertion  to  ascertain  who  the  offenders  were,  and  I  think  there  waa 
a  very  general  desire  in  the  community  to  prosecute  that  inquiry. 

Question,  He  had  influential  friends  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  had.  * 

Question,  But  in  the  case  of  an  obscure,  helpless  negro,  who  had  no  friends  to  take 
his  part  when  a  gross  outrage  was  committed  upon  him,  if  he  were  cmelly  whipped, 
or  snot,  but  uot  killed,  or  hung,  or  any  other  outrage  committed  upon  him,  was  tbere 
such  a  hearty,  earnest  effort  upon  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  this  ooonty  to  find  out 
and  punish  the  violators  of  the  law  f 

Answtr,  Well,  sir,  I  know  of  no  such  instance  as  ^u  have  described  in  this  cooiity. 
I  cannot  recall  any,  thouffh  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  such  cases  did  not  occur. 

Question,  Would  the  public  heart  have  been  moved  to  any  considerable  extent  if 
Buoh  a  fact  had  been  generally  known  f  ^ 

) 
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Aniwer.  I  think  there  would  have  been  a  general  disposition  to  proBecnte  and  punish 
ttie  offender.  Of  course  the  character  of  public  indignation,  the  amount  of  public 
indignation,  always  depends,  in  these  cases,  upon  the  coaracter  of  the  person  who  baa 
T>een  injnred  or  slain,  and  in  the  case  of  a  very  obscure  man,  or  a  person  of  worthlcsij 
charact-er,  there  would  not  be  the  same  amount  of  interest  fdt  or  manifested  by  tbo 
people  as  in  the  case  of  a  valuable  and  well-known  citizen ;  but  I  do  not  think  there- 
has  ever  been  a  time  in  this  county,  at  least  not  for  the  last  three  or  four  years,  when 
an  i^Jnred  ne^o  would  not  have  found  efficient  friends  among  the  white  men  of  the 
county,  especially  among  those  who,  in  the  days  of  slavery,  were  masters  of  slaves. 

QmeiUon,  Has  there  been,  so  far  as  your  koowledge  extends,  any  effort  upon  tbe  part 
of  ^e  press  in  this  county,  or  any  portions  of  it,  or  on  the  part  of  its  leading  citizens, 
to  bush  up  or  conceal,  or  to  excuse  or  mitigate  these  offenses,  where  they  have  been 
committed  T 

Antwer,  I  know  of  no  such  effort. 

QuestMm,  Where  accounts  have  appeared  in  northern  papers,  furnished  by  corre- 
spondents, of  outrages  here  and  there  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  has  not  the  democratic 
prem  made  studious  effort  to  deny  the  existence  of  these  outrages,  or  if  not  to  deny 
titom,  to  insist  that  they  have  been  greatly  exaggerated  f 

Anmoer.  Well,  so  far  as  I  know  or  believe,  there  has  been  no  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
democratic  press  of  this  State  to  deny  any  outrage  which  has  been  actually  commit- 
ted, but  there  has  been  a  disposition  to  deny  imputed  outrages  falsely  reported  by  cor- 
respondents of  northern  papers. 

^wesUon,  Does  not  the  democratic  press  generally  attempt  to  discredit  all  such  state- 
ments f  * 

Answtr,  I  think  the  democratic  press  of  the  State  has  attempted  to  discredit  the 
numerous  false  statements  on  these  subjects  which  have  appeared  in  the  northern  pa- 
pers. 

Qneition,  How  do  you  know  they  were  false  f  You  assume  that  they  were  false. 
What  means  have  you  of  knowing  that  fact  t 

Amw€T,  From  a  general  recollection  of  the  character  of  such  communications  which 
eame  under  my  own  eye.  In  some  instances  they  stated  offenses  which  had  been,  in 
point  of  fact,  committed,  and  I  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  seen  any  such  state- 
ments assailed  by  the  democratic  papers,  though  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  that  may 
not  have  been  done. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Qmestion.  I  believe  you  stat.ed  that  there  was  a  general  belief  that  there  had  been  a 
misappropriation  of  the  funds  of  the  State  by  officers  of  the  State  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  stated  it  in  those  terms. 

Qiiertion.  State  it  in  the  terms  in  whiol^  yon  wish  to  express  it.  I  simply  wish  to  ask 
another  qnestion  based  upon  that  statement. 

AMwer.  I  stated  that  there  was  a  general  belief  among  our  people  that  the  public 
moneys  had  been  very  wastefuUy  expended. 

Q^vesCioit.  I  will  ask  you  now  if  the  lower  house  of  the  last  legislature  was  not  dem- 
ocratic! 

Answer,  In  the  last  legislature  the  lower  house  was  democratic. 

Question,  Was  there  anything  to  prevent  them  from  ascertaining,  through  a  com- 
mittee of  investigation,  exactly  how  the  moneys  had  been  expended,  if  there  was  any 
real  ground  for  the  belief  that  they  had  been  wastefully  approjiriated  f 

Awswer.  Well,  many  of  the  appropriations  were  in  public  lands,  which  exhibit  on 
their  iiMoe  the  character  of  the  appropriations. 

Qust^UUm,  Then  you  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  officers  themselves  have  appropriated 
money  contrary  to  the  authority  of  law  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  mean  to  express  an  opinion  upon  that  subject,  one  way  or  another, 
having  no  such  personal  knowledge  as  would  justify  me. 

Quss&on,  If  the  legislature  had  such  an  opinion,  the  lower  house  could  have  investi- 
gated that  subject  f 

Answer.  And  possibly  did.  In  the  case  of  the  former  superintendent  of  public  edu- 
cation, there  was  a  wide-spread  belief,  which  I  do  not  think  was  confined  to  the  dem-  \ 
oeratic  party,  that  that  officer  had  been  guilty  of  misappropriation  of  the  public  funds 
in  his  handa  • 

^^•cstlon.  Was  that  investigated  t 

Answer.  I  think  it  was.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  by  the  last  le^slature  or  the 
preceding  one.    I  believe  it  was,  perhaps,  by  both. 

QiMarium.  Then  the  republicans  do  not  attempt  to  cover  up  and  shield  the  men  who 
commit  these  frauds,  where  any  are  known  to  have  been  committed  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  have  no  amount  of  personal  knowledge  on  that  subject  which  makes 
me  wiUing  to  express  a  very  decided  opinion  on  the  question  one  way  or  the  other. 
By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Qi^esHotL.  In  your  testimony  you  alluded  to  the  antagonism  of  races.  Do  you  think 
it  exists  to  any  considerable  extent  at  the  present  time  in  th|s  State  T 
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Anstver.  1  think  that  feeling  i»  gmdaally  dying  out,  and  would  have  been  mnch  less 
St  this  time  but  for  the  porsistent  efforts  of  interested  politicians  to  stimulate  it* 

Que8tU>n.  Do  you  tbink  there  is  any  other  way  for  the  two  races  in  Alabama,  hdi\% 
nearly  equally  divided,  to  live  peaceably  together,  except  upon  the  basis  of  oiTil  and 
political  eouality  before  the  law  f 

Awnoer.  1  think  that  the  right  of  suffrage  having  been  bestowed  upon  the  negroe^ 
any  attempt  now  to  withdraw  it  from  them  would  be  attended  with  very  great  danger 
to  the  public  peace. 


HUNTSriLLLE,  AlABAMA,.  Oc^ikeT  14,  ISfU 

LEWIS  JACK80N  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  Hve  f 

Ansiver.  1  live  in  town  here.  I  had  to  move  away  from  Stevenson.  Theif  tried  to 
get  after  me  in  the  night  once  and  couldn't  get  me,  and  then  they  tried  it  iik  tbe  dajf^ 
time. 

Question.  Who  came  af^er  yon  f 

Answer.  The  Ku-Klnx  disguised,  fn  the  day-time.  I  went  off  on  the  public  works  at 
work,  and  they  came  and  took  me  off  in  the  day-time,  and  carried  me  and  pat  roe  in  the 
old  block-house  iu  Stevenson.  It  was  cold,  and  they  liked  to  have  frozen  me  to  death. 
TUey  wouldn't  allow  me  any  fire.  Some  one  on  Sunday  night  shot  into  Marion  Hack's 
house ;  he  keeps  store  there.  They  came  up  and  allowed  they  could  make  rae  tell 
something  about  it,  and  put  me  in  the  block-house.  Mr.  Van  Horn  tbund  tbev 
wouldn't  have  any  trial;  they  allowed  to  take  me  out  about  two  o'clock.  The  trial, 
they  put  it  off  until  night,  and  Mr.  Van  Horn  saw  they  were  putting  it  off  until  .uight 
for  some  devilment,  and  he  sent  for  some  soldiers,  and  they  came  about  six  o'clock  at 
night,  just  as  these  men  got  me  out  of  the  block-house.  Mr.  Bums,  the  squire  of  the 
town,  put  me  in  there.  He  wouldn't  give  them  the  key  to  get  me  out.  They  oame  witii 
an  ax. 

Question.  The  Ku-Klnx  did  t 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  and  broke  the  staple  off  the  door  and  took  me  out ;  and  about  the 
time  they  got  me  out  the  soldiers  came  up,  and  Marion  Mack  went  up  and  told  them 
the  soldiers  was  coming,  and  they  all  disbanded  and  run  off. 

Question.  How  many  Ku-Klux  were  there  t 

Answer.  I  reckon  there  was  pretty  nigh  a  hundred  of  them. 

Question.  Did  they  have  disignisee  on  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  and  after  they  got  the  door  open  and  came  in  to  me.  (I  was  stand- 
ing at  the  time,)  he  says,  *'  Tell  me  something  about  this  shooting."  I  told  him  I  didn't 
know  anything  about  that;  on  Sunday  night  I  wa8  at  home.  Ho  says, ''  If  you  don't 
tell  me  I  will  blow  your  brains  out."  I  says,  "  Kill  me;  I  have  but  onetime  to  die,  and 
I  will  die  before  I  will  tell  a  lie.  You  can  shoot  roe  down."  He  had  his  pistil  cocked 
in  my  face.  Ho  didn't  have  any  hat  on,  but  his  mask  over  his  face.  I  was  not  any 
more  scared  than  nothing.  If  he  had  killed  me  it  would  have  been  my  time  to  gOr  I 
reckon,  but  they  couldn't  scare  me. 

Questioti.  Abont  that  time  the  soldiers  came  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  run  up  on  the  train.  They  tied  mo  tlien,  and  the  rope  they 
had  to  hang  me  with  they  tied  me  with,  and  carried  mo  down  to  the  soldiers,  and  opive 
me  up  to  the  soldiers  and  carried  me  to  Mr.  Van  Horn's  hotel,  and  they  asked,  **  WbiM; 
does  this  mean  ;  you  liave  this  man  tied  f"  They  said  **  We  took  him  up  on  suspicion : 
we  don't  know  that  ho  did  anything,  but  we  wanted  to  know."    He  says,  "Thai's  a 

Sretty  way  to  do."    They  gave  me.  up  to  the  soldiers,  and  they  went  off.    That  was 
one  by  the  citizens  of  the  town.    The  Ku-Klux  had  run  off  with  the  disguises  on, 
and  were  gone. 
Question.  Did  j'ou  stay  there  after  that  f 

Answer.  They  sent  down  to  Bellefonte  and  got  Snodgrass — ^he  is  what  you  call  a  law- 
yer— and  he  pretended  it  would  not  do  to  have  a  trial,  and  they  sent  down  here  and 
got  the  oflQcer— a  Yankee  officer— and  the  Yankee  officer  came,  and  they  wouldn't  have 
any  trial.  When  they  went  to  Qa  before  Mr.  Rice,  thoy  said,  "  You  had  better  drop  it  ; 
we  don't  know  anything  he  has  ^one.'*  I  said,  ^^  No ;  if  you  can  prove  anything  on  ne, 
do  it.  You  took  me  up,  and  put  mo  in  the  block-house  and  nearly  froze  me,  and  now 
the  officer  has  come,  prove  it.  If  the  law  can  make  anything  off  of  me,  doit."  Then  tbw 
Mr.  Burns  said,  "  Lewis,  you  had  better  drop  it ;  they  are  willing  to  drop  it"  1 8ay%  "  ' 
am  not  willing  to  drop  it ;  carrj'  it  out." 

Question.  How  long  did  you  ntay  there  after  that  t 

Answer.  The  soldiers  came  in  that  niirht,  and  I  came  away  that  niirht ;  I  oame  airafy 
with  them.  Digitized  u  »     ^ 

Question   Have  you  boon  there  since  f 
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AMwer.  I  went  up  there  two  weeks  ago  on  the  sectioD,  loading  iron. 

Qumtion,  Were  you  a  Union  soldier  f 

Ammr.  Yet,  air. 

Question,  lu  the  Federal  Army  f 

Answer,  I  belonged  to  the  Fortieth  U.  S.  Tennessee. 

Qjuntlion.  What  did  the  Kn-Kluz  say  to  you  aboat  yonr  having  been  a  Union  aoldierf 

Answer.  They  said  when  I  was  in  the  field  packing  my  gun  they  di^'t  think  it 
would  be  the^r  time  next,  but  i^  was  their  tiiDe  now. 

QmesUtm,  Did  they  call  you  a  radical,  or  ae«iiM  y«B  of  being  a  repttblkaa  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Qnestion.  Did  they  tell  you  who  they  wanted  you  to  vote  for  f 

Answer.  They  tried  hard  to  get  me  to  vote  for  Seymour  and  BImt,  but  never  cottld 
|et  me  to  do  it.     They  bad  tMt  a^inst  me  at  Stevenson. 

gaarti^w.  How  many  were  there  in  this  Ku-Klax  Klan  when  they  came  to  see  you  f 

Answer.  Only  three.  They  came  on  horses  wiUi  the  horses  wrapped  up  in  sheets  o^ 
•omethin^  of  tiie  sort.  They  were  wrapped  vp  aU  in  white,  and  they  came  to  my  gate. 
I  was  sitting  down%  I  had  just  eome  off  the  road  and  was  eating-  supper,  and  some  one 
helloed  very  rapid,  **  Hillo ! "  I  said  to  my  wife,  "  Who  is  that  holloing  at  me ;  no- 
body has  no  business  with  me  at  home.^  I  went  to  the  door  and  peeked  through  a  hole, 
and  saw  it  was  a  Ku-Klux.  He  had  on  a  high  hat  sitting  on  the  norse.  I  said,  "  Sally, 
Wa  KtFKlux.''  He  says,  **  Come  out  here.  We  want  to  talk  with  you.''  I  said;  *^  I  am 
not  coming  out  there.  I  have  no  business  with  you."  He  says,  ^*  TU  shoot  yon,"  and 
he  jumpeddown  off  his  horse.  I  said,  **  If  you  come  into  my  house  you  will  not  go  out," 
and  I  hustled  about  as  though  I  waa  getting  something,  and  he  rode  off^  and  shot  wheta 
ko  got  off  a  piece.    A§  he  rode  off  I  snot  at  ninu 

^nesHen.  How  long  waa  it  before  they  came  again  f 

Answer.  This  was  on  Friday,  and  the  next  time  they  fixed  up  Saturday  evening. 

Qnesdem.  Bow  many  came  f 

Answer.  About  twenty-five.  They  came  bellowing  just  like  bulls.  I  ran  out  and 
lieard  them  coming  and  bellowing  around  the  fence.  I  says,  **  Sally,  yonder  comes  the 
Ku-KInx,  about  twenty-five  of  them,"  and  I  ran  in  the  house  and  bolted  the  door,  and 
had  my  pistol  all  loaded  six  times,  and  I  had  a  hole  to  shoot  at  them,  and  my  wife 
says,  "  Jackson,  don't  shoot  them ;  they  are  too  many ;  they'll  overpower  you  and  ki)] 
you,"  and  I  wouldn't  shoot.  I  saw  that  if  I  staid  in  the  house  they  would  get  me 
anyhow.  I  had  a  window  at  the  back  part  of  my  house,  and  jumped  out  and  started, 
and  as  I  started  over  the  fence,  he  says,  **  Where  are  you  ffoing  f  I  says, ''  I  am  going 
about  my  business*  I  can't  stay  at  home. "  He  says,  "ion  have  got  to  come  down 
with  us  m  the  woods."  I  says,  '*  What  do  you  want  of  me  there  f  I  have  done  nettl- 
ing." He  says,  **  We  want  to  talk  to  you ;  we  are  Bot  going  to  hurt  you ;  we  want 
to  give  you  good  advice."  I  had  my  gate  locked,  asd  uey  couldn't  get  in  my  yard. 
It  Was  paled  in,  and  this  man  got  in  the  yard  pulling  off  a  paling.  He  says^  "  Gro  and 
vnlook  that  gate,  and  come  on  with  us."  I  waa  sidlitfg  along  as  though  I  was  going  to  that 
gate,  Mid  I  got  to  the  garden  gate  and  jumped  through,  a^  took  off  through  the  garden 
as  hard  as  1  could  run.  My  wife  is  pretty  brave.  She  says,  **  I  am  going  down  to 
Stevenson,  now,  to  see  how  many  is  out  of  Stevenson ;  going  around  to  every  place," 
sad  as  soon  as  she  said  that,  they  all  broke  off  and  run  over  toward  Stevenson,  and  I  was 
running  too,  at  the  same  time,  the  other  way.  I  thought  they  were  after  me,  and  you 
never  saw  any  one  in  your  life  go  for  it  like  I  did  when  they  were  leaving.  ^ 

Question.  Were  they  on  horseback  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  walking  every  one  of  them.  I  reckon  they  were.  I  was 
seared  nearly  to  death.  I  went  off  and  went  clear  to  Chattanooga;  I  walked  all  U|o 
way. 

Question.  How  far  is  it  from  Steveuton  to  Hnntsville  T 

Answer.  I  walked  to  Chattanooga. 

Question.  You  were  living  at  Stevenson  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuestkPn.  How  fiir  is  Stevenson  from  here  f 

Answer.  I  have  no  idea. 

QnestUm.  What  county  is  that  in  t 

Answer.  Jackson  County,  Alabama.    I  believe  it  is  called  seventy-five  miles. 

Qnestien.  Have  the  Ku-Elux  ever  disturbed  you  since  f 

Answer,  Kot  stnoe  I  came  away  fh>m  there.    I  have  been  getting  along  very  well. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  vote  up  there  f 

Answer.  I  voted  for  Qrant.  I  never  has  voted,  no  other  ticket  since  I  has  been  free 
bat  the  radical  ticket.  I  never  expect  to  vote  for  a  democrat  while  I  live.  I  can't 
help  what  they  do.    If  they  kill  me,  1  never  expect  to  vote  any  other  way. 
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HuNTSViLLB,  AtjMUMA,  October  14, 1871. 
ENOCH  ALLDRGDGE  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  tMs  witness  is  called  by  the  minority,  I  will  xeqnest  Qeneral 
Blair  to  conduct  bis  examination. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

iivmHiion,  Where  do  yon  lire  f 

Anmoer,  In  Bloant  County,  in  this  State. 

Qiimtion,  In  what  portion  of  the  county  f 

Answer,  It  is  six  miles  beyond  Summit ;  it  is  four  to  Brookesrille,  and  two  beyond 
that. 
•   QueBHon,  How  long  have  von  lived  there  f 

Anmner.  I  have  lived  in  the  vicinity  and  near  Brookesville  until  last  year  far  tkSrty 
years.  I  have  lived  in  the  county,  with  the  exception  of  eight  months,  ever  aiaoe  D»* 
eember,  1816.    I  was  quite  a  child  when  I  came  in. 

Qmmium.  Have  you  ever  held  any  public  position  T 

AnBwer,  Tes,  sir;  I  have  held  some  little  public  offices  in  my  time. 

QumHan,  What  were  they  T 

Answer,  Various  little  things. 

QueatUm.  Member  of  the  legislature  f 

Ansuj^.  Tes,  sir ;  I  have  been  a  repKeentative  in  the  legislature  at  different  tuDm. 

^uetftUm.  For  how  many  years  f 

Anmoer,  I  have  held  a  seat  in  the  legislature,  or  occupied  a  seat  there,  twenty-twe 
times  in  my  life,  and  I  have  held  other  little  offices  under  that. 

Qntmtion,  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Shapard  f  • 

Answer,  I  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  William  Shapard.  He  is  called  Shef^ierd. 
I  do  not  know  how  he  spells  his  name. 

QuesUtm,  The  same  man  who  has  been  testifying  before  this  committee  heref 

Answer,  I  suppose  so ;  I  do  not  know  any  other  man  in  the  county  by  that  aanie. 
The  man  I  know  is  an  old-like,  tallish  man,  grayer  than  I  am,  but  perhi^m  not  older. 

Question,  What  is  his  character  f 

Answer,  Well,  his  character  is,  as  a  general  thing  in  the  country — ^we  have  not  lived 
fw  apart  a  great  deal  of  our  time,  and  do  not  now ;  it  is  only  five  or  six  or  seven  nrilee 
— ^is  not  reliable  for  veracity  or  fairness  at  all.  I  do  not  think  that  he  is  charged  with 
stealing  things,  but  he  is  charged  with  being  a  meddleeome,  vindictive,  miscmef-mak- 
inff  kind  of  a  man,  and  pretty  artful  in  it,  too. 

liussHon,  From  all  you  know  of  him  and  his  reputation,  would  you  believe  him  on 
his  oath  T 

Answer,  I  could  not,  sir ;  I  regret  to  have  it  to  say. 

QuosHon,  Is  that  his  reputation  in  the  country  f 

Answer,  I  reckon,  sir,  that  that  could  be  proved  by  mMiy  a  one.  That  statement 
would  be  made  here,  if  they  were  o^ered.  It  is  generally  understood  that  Shaphard 
was  a  very  unreUable  man,  and  one  that  men  would  not  trust  in  a  court  of  josttoe  as  a 
witness. 

QussHon,  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Horton  T 

Answer,  Tes,  sir :  several  of  that  name. 

Question,  Samuel  Hortoil ;  an  old  man  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  is  his  character? 

Answer.  His  character  is  not  as  good  as  the  other  man's,  scarcdy.  He  is  thonght  to 
be  as  unreliable  as  to  veracity  on  oath,  or  otherwise,  as  the  other  could  be,  and  then 
he  stands  implicated  as  meddling  with  other  people's  property,  slightly. 

Question,  Howf 

Answer,  Well,  stealing  hogs.  I  do  not  charge  the  old  man  with  it.  I  know  nothing 
about  it  myself. 

Question,  That  is  his  reputation  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  but  in  a  legal  sense,  personally,  I  cannot  tell  you  anythinff  about 
that.  I  never  saw  the  old  man  do  anything  wrong ;  but  he  is  a  very  unrelialMe  man, 
I  know. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  in  regard  to  a  certain  child  of  young  Hwton's. 
that  was  said  to  have  been  exposed  at  a  camp  ground,  at  Gum  Grove  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  hoard  it  siud  there  were  men  there  who  were  supposed  to  bo  dis- 
guised, who  iired  off  guns  that  night,  and  frightened  the  congregation  to  some  extent, 
and  there  was  a  lady  there  that  wnen  her  child  was  bom  it  was  very  deformed,  and  had 
long  ears,  and  a  hood,  and  things  like  a  Kn-Klux  dress :  something  in  that  form.  The 
child  was  bom,  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  neighborhood  talk  about  that.  I  heoitl 
two  ladies  speaking  about  it,  a  Mrs.  Stewart  and  a  Mrs.  Hall,  They  said  they  went  Xo 
see  the  lady  herself,  and  particularly  to  see  the  cliild,  and  they  said  it  was  all  a  lie; 
that  it  was  a  proper  child.  That  is  hearsay  again ;  I  know  nothing  about  that  child. 
I  really  do  not  know  whether  it  is  dead  or  alive,  but  I  think  it  is  dead. 
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By  the  Chairmak  : 
i^tetiUm,  Where  did  they  say  they  saw  the  child  f 

Anawer.  At  Horton's.  They  went  there  on  purpose,  directly  after  it  was  bora.  As  to 
the  tmth  of  what  they  said,  1  know  nothing  about  that. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
QuegUan.  Are  they  reputable  people  f 

Aimeer.  Tes,  sir ;  they  stand  fair,  I  believe,  as  ladies  generally  do  that  behare  them- 
selyes,  in  our  country. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Quesiion.  Did  you  hear  any  one  state  that  it  was  deformed  f 

AMmoer.  No,  sir ;  only  the  neighborhood  rumor.  I  did  not  hear  any  one  say  th^  had 
seen  it,  if  it  was  really  deformed.  I  heard  these  ladies  say  they  did  see  it,  and  it  was 
a  proper  child.    That  was  the  vety  language  they  used. 

By  Mr.  Blair  :  • 

Qaeatum.  Do  you  know  anything,  or  have  yon  heard  anything,  of  any  Ku-Klox  over 
in  that  country  f 

Anmoer.  Last  winter  was  a  year,  I  can  state  in  a  legal  sense,  may  be,  I  saw  a  squad  of 
men  that  were  disguised ;  one  I  know  was;  I  invited  him  down;  they  called  at  my 
{;ate;  my  son  and  mo  were  living  together;  it  was  a  moonshiny  night ;  it  was  early 
m  the  night ;  we  had  not  gone  to  bed  ;  and  one  of  them  said  he  would  get  down  and 
eome  in,  and  he  did  get  down  and  talk  foolishness  awhile,  and  the  others  staid  out 
and  did  not  get  off  of  their  horses;  they  assembled  under  a  large  tree  that  had  no 
leaves  on,  but  the  top  dimmed  the  moonlight,  and  I  could  not  see  them  very  distinctly ; 
bat  I  then  thought,  and  think  still,  that  they  were  disguised  men.    As  to  hearing  of 
men  of  that  sort  doing  anything  in  the  country,  or  committing  anything  like  a  raid  or 
anything  of  the  kind,  I  have  not  heard  anything  of  that  for  some  time,  not  perhaps 
within  this  year ;  may  be,  the  first  part  of  the  year  there  may  have  been  something  of 
the  kind  that  I  heard  of ;  I  think,  may  be,  there  was  one  little  one  that  was  charged  us 
being  men  who  wore  playing  off  upon  Ku-Klux,  but  that  I  know  nothing  about  more 
than  I  heard  the  rumor  in  the  country. 
Qu€$tum.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  executing  the  law  in  your  county  t 
Anmoer,  No,  ur ;  not  any  that  1  know  of;  I  have  been  at  all  of  the  courts. 
Question.  Is  there  peace  and  good  order,  generally,  among  your  people  f 
Amawm;  Yes,  sir ;  peace  and  good  order,  and  more  industry  wad  energy  and  enterprise 
bein^  used  there  than  ever  before,  and  my  opinion  is^  and  I  get  it  from  exchanging 
opinions  with  gentlemen  iill  over  the  country,  without  distinction,  that  all  good  men 
want  law  and  order,  and  they  are  determined  to  have  it  if  they  can  get  the  adminis- 
trators of  law  to  discharge  their  duties,  and  I  think  they  are  faithful  in  their  offices. 
QuettUm,  Is  it  true  that  Horton  was  driven  out  of  the  county  f 
Annoer.  No,  sir ;  it  was  true — but  that  is  a  matter  of  public  record — that  he  engaged 
in  one  of  these  anti-Ku-Klux  raids,  and  was  presented  and  indicted,  and  he  ran  away. 
QueatUm.  An  antt-Ku-Klux  raid  t 
Antwer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  about  that. 
QuesHau,  What  did  he  do  f 

Answer.  He  went  around  to  as  good  men  as  there  are  in  the  county — I  suppose  from 
what  I  heard,  for  I  did  not  see  the  raid,  there  were  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  of 
them — and  gave  these  men  their  time  to  leave,  or  that  they  would  hang  them.  They 
did  not  go.  Well,  Horton  was  one  among  others  who  were  identified  and  indicted 
by  the  grand  ^ury  ;  he  gave  bail  to  the  amount  of  $200,  and  put  property  in  the  hands 
of  his  securities,  and  run  awa3%  and  they  have  paid  it  out,  I  reckon,  and  the  case  is 
thrown  out  of  court  and  he  has  come  back  again. 
Queation,  Do  you  know  Isaac  M.  Berry  f 

Anmter.  1  know  nothing  derogatory  to  his  private  character  as  a  gentleman. 
Quntion.  Was  he  on  that  raid  with  Horton  ? 
Amwer,  1  think  not ;  I  do  not  think  he  was  charged  with  that. 
Question,  He  said  here,  in  his  testimony,  that  the  others  in  his  neighborhood  deter- 
mined to  go  around,  and  did  gather  up  a  band  of  men,  and  went  around  to  the  houses 
of  parties  that  he  suspected  of  being  Ku-Klux,  and  who  were  threatening  him  and 
others.    One  person  he  mentioned  by  the  name  of  Judge  Charlton.    He  said  that  the 
Ko-Klux  bad  threatenetl  Charlton,  and  had  threatened  him,  and  he  and  a  number  of 
other  parties  went  around  and  notified  these  suspected  parties  that  they  would  be 
Oeait  with  if  they  did  not  stop  these  raids.    Was  that  the  anti-Ku-Klux  raid  you 
refer  to? 

Anmcer.  I  do  not  know  as  to  Berry  being  in  that  raid ;  as  to  going  airpund  at  any 
•iher  time,  I  never  heard  of  it;  he  might  have  been  in  it  for  all  linowCjOOQlC 
Qiu$ti0H.  Were  they  disguised  t  "^ 

Atmcer,  1  do  not  know  whether  they  were  or  not ;  not  with  robes,  I  understood,  or 
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anything  of  the  kind,  but  with  the  worst  clotlies  they  could  g^t;  differait  soite  £rom 
what  they  nsnally  wore. 

Question,  Did  they  cover  their  faces  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  as  to  that. 

Question.  You  say  there  was  no  other  raid  t 

Answer,  No  other  anti-Ku-Klux  raid  made  in  that  section  that  I  erer  heard  of  except 
that  one,  and  if  he  went  around  at  all  it  was  with  them. 

QmesUfft^,  He  said  that  they  notified  these  persons  tliat  they  m«st  stop  En-Kluxh)^. 
Tou  say  that  they  notified  persons  in  that  country  that  they  must  quit  the  ooontry  f 

Answer,  Quit  the  country  or  they  would  hang  them< 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qnestion,  How  do  you  know  that  thej  did  thatf 

Ansnoer.  Only  by  hearsay.  I  heard  different  men  iha4  got  tfat  notification  say  8»— 
three  or  four  of  them. 

By  Ml*.  Blair  : 

Question,  And  this  was  the  affair  for  which  Horton  was  indicted  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  would  not  have  run  away  if  he  had  simply,  in  this  anti-Ku-Elnx  nid, 
notified  these  parties  that  they  mUst  behave  themselves  f 

Answer.  I  would  not  think  I  would  mn  away  for  that. 

Question.  That  would  not  be  an  ofi^nse  for  which  a  man  could  be  indict'Cd  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  he  was  identified  as  one  of  the  party  by  these  gentlemen  who 
were  notified.  I  beard  three  or  four  of  them  say,  at  different  times,  that  they  t^ere 
notified  to  leave  the  country  or  these  men  would  hang  them.  Whether  they  told  the 
truth  or  not  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Who  were  these  parties  who  told  you  f 

Answer.  A  man  named  Stewart,  and  a  man  named  Estes,  and  a  man  named  BameU. 
Estes  slipped  out  of  «  back  door  and  laid  out  all  night.  The  old  lady  told  me  they 
ordered  them  to  step  out  and  see  their  force ;  that  they  were  going  to  overawe  every- 
body. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  T 

Answer.  I  suppose  twenty-five  or  thirty. 

Question.  Has  that  been  the  character  of  the  disturbances  in  that  region  of  country  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  Fends  between  individuals  ?  v 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  bodies  of  men  of  that  kind  f 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  that  good  men  on  either  side  of  parties  WQ«kl  coin- 
cide in  such  doings ;  there  may  heve  been  some  such  men ;  I  do  not  know  ;  I  can  say, 
for  one,  that  I  was  always  a  law-abiding  man ;  if  I  do  not  like  the  laws  as  well  as  I 
could  wish  to  like  them,  I  always  seeE  a  peaceable  remedy  and  try  to  have  them 
changed  the  first  chauce  I  get ;  I  believe  that  is  the  prevailing  feeling  of  the  best  men 
in  our  country  there. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  feeling  prevails  with  a  large  miyority  of  your  people  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  think  so  of  both  parties;  they  want  the  law  carried  out  to 
the  letter. 

Quesiion.  Is  there  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  any  large  portion  of  the  people,  cf 
either  |iarty,  to  interrupt  or  disturb  the  others  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  in  my  opinion,  there  is  not. 

Quesiion.  On  account  of  their  political  belief? 

Answer.  Not  at  all. 

Question.  Did  these  disturbances  arise  out  of  political  feeling  or  conflicts  f 

Answer.  If  they  ever  have  I  do  not  know  it;  the  most  that  the  Ku-Klux  have  been 
complained  of  in  that  country,  first  and  last,  ban  been  for  ridding  the  neighborhood  of 
notorious  thieves.  If  there  has  been  anybody  interfered  with  in  consequence  of 
political  opinion,  I  have  not  heard  of  it. 

Question.  What  is  the  political  faith  of  this  man  Horton  and  this  Shapardf 

Answer.  They  are  hoth  republicans,  I  believe,  sir. 

Quntion.  Is  Horton's  son  also  a  republican  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  Horton^s  son  being  Ku-Kluxed  and  whipped  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  of  that. 

Question.  Why  was  he  whipped  f 

Anmcer.  That  was  on  the  road  from  here  to  Blountsville ;  he  lived  upon  it,  and,  I 
suppose,  it  Wiis  close  there  somewhere.  It  is  five  miles  this  side  of  Blountsville,  $i^ 
miles,  or  something  like  that,  beyond  Summit ;  1 6U))pose  that  some  gentlemen  in  Uus 
country  know  something  about  it,  but  you  gentlemen  do  not ;  it  is  on  the  road  leading  to 
Tuscaloosa.  ^ 
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'    (fttestiim.  "Why  i^raalie  KB-Klitx(?d  err  "Wliippecl? 

Answer.  He  bad  married  a  widow,  and  he  treated  the  ohildrcn  mighty  b»dlj ;  ttet 
w»s  Uie  cnuse  alleged ;  that  is  wb^l  he  told  me ;  tb»t  tho  Ks-Klnx  told  him  that  it  was 
in  coDseqaenco  of  the  treatment  of  these  ntep*chiklren.  If  a  man  whipped  his  wife  be 
was  mighty  apt  to  be  hauled  oror  the  ooala  about  it,  and  I  d^BotreoMoilMrof  beadug 
bat  one  instance  of  that,  and  that  was  a  ramor. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Quetftlon,  Where  a  man  was  whipped  by  the  Kn-Klnx  for'  barinff  whipped  bis  wife  f 
Answer.  Where  a  man  whipped  his  wife  these  men  were  apt  to  deal  witii  bim. 
QuesHan.  Do  yotr  recollect  mn  inst>ance  of  tbat  kindY 

Anmoer.  Yes,  sir;  and  but  one ;  and  I  do  not  remember  who  be  was,  bat  I  thiak  tbeco 
was  sach  a  case.  ,  ^ 

By  Mr.  Blaik  : 

Question.  Did  yon  know  James  Hofton,  another  soflf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  living  or  dead  ? 

Answer.  He  is  dead,  1  think,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  live  near  yod  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  lived  within  six  or  seven  miles. 

Question,  Was  he  whipped  T 

Answer.  If  he  was  I  never  heard  it ;  it  escaped  my  memory  if  I  did  hear  it.  I  do  not 
remember  aboat  it.  I  believe  his  name  was  James  that  died.  There  were  two  of  the 
boys;  maybe  it  wasliim  that  was  whipped  about  that  child ;  it  was,' I  think,  or  said 
to  be. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Yon  think  James  was  the  one  who  is  now  said  to  be  dead  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  What  is  the  other  Horton^s  name  f 
Anmrej:  Basil ;  they  call  him  Bass ;  I  reckon  hts  name  must  be  Basil 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Did  yon  ever  hear  that  he  was  whipped? 
Austcer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  I  did. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  There  must  have  been  a  Ku-KIux  order  before  an  anti-Kd-KIax  order  coald 
have  spmnff  up  there  T 

Answer.  There  is  this  about  that :  I  cannot  tell  you^ anything  more  about  seeing  Kii- 
Klux  except  that  one  time,  but  it  is  a  fact  notorious  that  no  man  that  ha^  any-self- 
respect  would  deny  tbat  the  strong  probability  was  that  there  was  such  au  order  some- 
whure. 

Question.  Known  as  the  Eu-Klnx  Klan  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  that  is  true,  but  I  cannot  state  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Question.  I  am  asking  for  your  information.  At  what  time  did  this  anti-Ku-Klux  or- 
ganizatiou  spring  up  t 

Answer.  Tbat  raid  was  made  this  fall  was  a  year  ago,  I  think ;  somewhere  there. 

Question.  You  understood  it  was  got  up  to  counteract  this  other  organization  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  did  from  what  they  said,  and  the  first  trip  they  made  was  the 
oue  I  alluded  to,  and  the  last  one  I  have  ever  heard  of. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  the  anti-Ku-Klux  order  embraced  men  of  both  political 
parties,  or  merely  of  one  political  party  f 

Anstcer.  Well,  they  did  not  make  a  political  thing  of  it  over  there,  or  if  they  did, 
mmor  was  wrong,  for  thev  dealt  more  with  bad  democrats  than  anybody  else. 

Question.  The  anti-Ku-Klnx  did  f  . 

Answer.  No,  sir;  theKu-Klux  did.  As  to  this  little  raid  of  the  anti-Ku-Klux,  I  do 
not  know  anything  more  of  their  object  except  from  these  men  I  heard  speak  of  it, 
whom  they  gave  their  orders  to  leave.    They  were  democrats. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  republican  belongiDg  to  the  Ku-Klnx  ordei  t 

Answer.  No,  siV;  I  do  not  know  that  1  ever  heard  of  any  man  in  particular  belong- 
ing to  it,  for  I  do  not  know  any  of  them,  dejnocrats  nor  anybody  else,  as  tc  whether 
they  were  radicals  or  democrats,  one  side  or  the  other. 

Queittion.  Were  they  reputed  at  one  time  to  be  riding  over  the  country-frequ  totly  ? 

JuttCO'.   Yes,  sir.  Digitized  by  VjOOQ 

^vestioit.  Visiting  people f  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    Lost  year  and  some  years  before  I  think  they  did. 
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Question,  What  was  the  character  of  the  acts  of  violence  that  they  were  Baid  to 
have  committed  f 

Answer.  They  did  not  commit  anything  more  than  I  liave  heen  telling  yoo.  A  man 
t^at  whipped  his  wife,  they  didn't  care  who  he  was,  they  dressed  him  up  some,  it  was 
said ;  and  if  a  mau  was  a  notorious  thief  and  did  not  let  his  ueighhors'  property  alone 
they  were  after  him. 

Question,  How  many  instances  did  you  tiear,  from  first  to  last,  where  the  Eu-Klnx 
hid  undertaken  to  vindicate  the  law  f 

Answer.  1  could  not  tell  you  that 

Question.  A  doeen,  fifteen,  or  twenty  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  that  many ;  they  frequently  rode  ahont  there;  loould 
hear  of  them,  but  nothing  was  said  or  done  to  anybody  disrespectful.  Sometimes  I 
would  hear  that  they  had  done  some  violence  to  some  person. 

Question.  When  did  you  hear  of  the  first  I  * 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  was  in  the  winter  season  of  1869—1868  or  1869. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  them  before  the  presidential  election  in  1868  T 

Answer.  I  am  not  certain  that  I  did. 

Question,  You  think  it  was  after  that  f 

Answer.  After  that,  if  there  was  such  a  thing  in  our  country.  We  heard  of  their 
being  such  a  thing  exhibiting  itself  in  other  countries  through  the  newspapecs,  bat 
there  I  don't  think  they  did. 

Question.  You  belong  to  the  democratic  party  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  been  repeatedly  trusted  by  that  party  f 

Answer.  Yes,  Sir. 

Question.  Sent  by  4hat  party  to  the  legislature  for  twenty-two  years  f 

Answer.  For  twenty-two  sessions. 

Question.  You  have  been  elected  by  that  party  to  other  offices  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Has  party  feeling  in  your  county  been  pretty  strong  since  the  war  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  scalawags  up  there  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  nobody  that  wo  call  a  scalawag. 

Ques1io7i.  All  the  white  men  up  there  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Afiswer.  No,  sir ;  the  calculation  is  now  that  there  are  two  hundred  and  the  rise 
of  wbat  they  call  there  radical  votes  in  the  county. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  White  men  I 

Answer.  White  men ;  good  citizens,  some  of  them ;  some  of  them  are  my  neighbors; 
one  was  at  my  house  yesterday.  t 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Any  of  them  from  the  North  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  any  northern  people  have  settled  there.  I  do  not  re- 
member any. 

Question.  Is  there  any  prejudice  felt  against  the  white  men  who  vote  the  republican 
ticket  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of;  there  is  not  at  my  box,  Brooksville.  We  meet  and  vote 
our  sentiments,  and  are  all  friends.  Wo  help  one  another  in  our  neighborhood  transac- 
tions in  the  back  country,  raising  houses,  <&c. 

Question.  Are  there  many  colored  people  there  f 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  very  few. 

Question.  Is  that  a  hilly  or  mountainous  country  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  \ 

Question.  Do  you  raise  much  cotton  f 

Answer.  They  raise  right  smart  of  cotton.  They  have  some  good  valleys,  and  the 
mountain  land  b(>ats  anything  you  ever  saw  for  noor  land  if  it  is  manured.  In  the 
a^oiniug  beat  tbero  are  a  good  many  negroes ;  that  is  away  from  there. 

Question.  Yon  never  heard  stealing  alleged  against  Shaphard  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

Question.  Has  he  the  reputation  of  being  an  honest  man  as  to  that  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  as  to  laying  his  hands  on  other  men's  property,  he  is  not  charged 
jnth  that. 

Question.  But  he  is  thought  to  be  unscrupulous  as  to  matters  affecting  his  party  orgao- 
Ization  7 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  to  that. 

Question.  Has  he  not  been  something  of  a  politician  f 

Answer.  He  would  make  you  and  me  believe  that  thing,  but  he  has  never  heSd  an 
•office.  ^ 
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QueBHon.  Has  he  not  talked  politics  f 
Anttser.  He  talks  a  great  deal. 

Qwe&tum.  Has  he  Dot  made  himself  offensive  to  bis  neighbors  by  that]? 
inmccr.  I  do  not  know  that  be  did^  but  he  is  an  awlul  misehief-maker,  annoying 
people.    Thai  man  has  done  more  to  get  ap  strife  and  tried  to  keep  it  np  than  any 
otbiT  man  in  the  county. 

Question.  If  be  were  swearing  npon  a  matter  where  be  had  no  interest  one  way  or 
the  other,  or  where  he  bad  as  much  motive  for  telling  the  truth  as  for  telling  a  false- 
hood, would  yon  believe  him  t 

AMfwer,  He  might  accidentally  tell  the  truth  if  be  wanted,  but  if  be  didn't  want  to 
he  wouldn't.  I  say  that,  because  I  beard  him  swear  a  mighty  bad  falsehood  one  day, 
and  a  whole  crowd  beard  him. 

QueaUati.  In  court  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  he  ever  swear  against  youf 

Anstpcr.  No,  sir ;  we  are  on  good  terms. 

Qii«9^ii.  You  never  had  any  trouble? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  no  unkind  feelings. 

Question.  Did  you  know  you  were  sent  for  to  come  down  here  to  impeach  old  man 
8faapbardT 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  also  been  on  friendly  terms  with  Mr.  Horton  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  beard  him  testify  in  a  court  of  Justice  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  him  do  the  same  thing  the  same  day ;  him  and  Sb^pard  both 
swore  false. 

Question.  Did  they  have  a  lawsuit  t 

Answer.  Sbapard  had  sued  Horton  and  Horton  bad  offsets. 

Question.  Were  you  a  juror  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  A  witness  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  both  swore  a  lie  f 

Answer.  The  crowd  knew  that. 

SuesHon.  How  did  the  crowd  know  that  f 
newer.  The  Justice  of  the  peace  cross-examined  them  until  the  thing  showed  itsell 

Question.  Were  they  indicted  for  perjury  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  is  the  difficulty  in  our  county ;  crime  is  let  go  too  loose. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  that  trouble  between  them  f 

Answer.  That  was  last  year,  I  think,  some  time. 

Question.  That  was  the  time  you  became  satisfied  that  neither  of  them  was  to  be 
believed  under  oath  f 

Answer.  I  had  had  no  confidence  in  them  before  that  as  gentlemen  of  veracity. 

Question.  Is  there  anything  alleged  against  Basil  Horton  f 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Is  he  a  decent  young  man  f 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  know,  he  is  an  unsophisticated  man,  almost  a  obUd  in  regard  to 
acquirements. 

Question.  Yon  would  not  hesitate  to  believe  him  if  he  testified  f 

Answer,  I  would  not  impeach  him. 

Question.  You  have  not  heard  anything  against  bis  honesty*  or  truth  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not.     I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Question.  You  are  pretty  well  informed  about  matters  in  your  county  or  in  your 
neighborhood  f 

Answer,  I  used  to  think  I  was. 

QuesUon,  Are  you  now  T 

Answer,  I  think  I  am. 

QuesUon.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  county  courts  and  circuit  courts  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  circuit  court  all  the  time,  as  a  general  thing. 

Question.  Are  you  frequently  upon  Juries  T 

Answer.  I  have  not  been  ui>on  a  jury  since  the  surrender. 

Question,  Do  yon  go  there  as  a  witness,  or  a  looker-on  f 

Ansuwr.  As  a  witness,  sometimes,  and  a  looker-on.  • 

QuesUon,  You  like  the  excitement,  of  course  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  but  I  think  this :  I  have  been  treated  mighty  kindly  by  these  peo- 
ple. I  have  retired  now  from  all  these  effective  scenes  of  public  life  and  I  like  to  meet 
my  old  friends.  ^  i 

Question.  So  you  go  up  on  court-day  T  Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  used  to  be  mighty  friendly,  as  candidates  always  wetv,  aiid  tliev 
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would  laugh  at  me,  and  say  it  would  not  be  so  if  I  was  not  a  candidate,  and  now! 
me<3t  them  more  friendly  than  ever. 

Question,  Yon  go  to  shake  hands  with  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  pass  a  social  minnte  or  two. 

QuegtUm.  Do  ;  on- know  whether  any  of  these  men  that  were  said  to  be  Ka-Klax,or 
engaged  in  that  organization  and  in  its  depredations,  have  been  brought  to  justice  in 
Blount  County! 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  if  there  was  ever  ond  indicted  I  have  not  heard  oi  it,  but  if  thf^e 
was  any  effort  to  ferret  it  out,  as  a  matter  of  course,  I  would  not  know  of  that,  for  I 
have  not  been  on  the  grand  Jury. 

Queeiion,  This  Captain  Berry  was  a  man  of  good  repute,  was  he  not  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    I  have  known  him  from  a  child. 

Question.  A  man  that  attends  to  his  own  business  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  his  duty  as' a  soldier  in  thenar  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  until  he  anit.  He  quit  like  some  of  us.  He  was  badly  treated,  and 
killed  a  man  about  it    I  didn't  much  blame  him  for  that 

By  Mr.  Blais  : 

Question.  Which  side  was  he  on  f 

Answer.  Berry  went  oat  on  the  confederate  side  and  deserted,  and  laid  in  the  woods  a 
good  deal,  and  they  caught  him  a  time  or  two,  and  this  f«Jlow  bad  control  of  him  and 
treated  him  mighty  rough,  and  he  got  away,  and  he  did  do  it. 

Question.  When  did  he  kill  himf 

Answer.  During  the  war.  I  don't  remember  what  year. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qu^Uyn,  Ho  Joined  the  Union  Army  afterward,  did  he  not  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  did  or  not.  He  crossed  the  line— the  Tennenee 
River ;  we  call  that  the  line ;  I  understood  he  did.    I  never  heard  him  say  so. 

Qtiestion,  vHe  is  a  man  whose  word  you  would  not  dispute  f 

Answer,  If  Marion  Berry  was  to  come  up  and  put  his  hand  on  the  Bible,  I  would  not 
impeach  him.    I  might,  if  I  thought  it  was  pretty  strong,  say  I  would  not  say  it. 

Question.  From  his  general  character,  is  he  a  man  of  veracity  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question  Yon  would  not  doubt  his  truthfulness  T 

Answer.  No,  sir.    His  course  and  profession  I  do  not  appreciate. 

QuesUtm,  That  is  to  say,  m  a  politician  f   ^ 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  entirely  as  such.  There  was  a  time  when  he  was  miffhty  violent 
fmd  vindictive ;  be  appeared  to  be  revengeful  on  that  question,  which  I  did  not  appre- 
ciate in  any  way  oi  either  party. 

Question.  On  the  political  question  f . 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir;  but  1  never  heard  of  Berry  bein^  charged  with  anvthing. 

Question.  You  have  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  bright  lights  of  the  democratic  party 
there,  and  an  expounder  of  its  principles  f 

Anstver.  I  don't  know  as  to  that. 

Question.  You  have  been  looked  up  to  as  a  leading  democrat  T 

Answei\  1  have  always  had  friends  enough  to  send  me  to  the  legislature  when  I 
want.ed  to  go. 

Question.  Have  not  your  democratic  neighbors  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  their  opin- 
ions from  you  a  good  deal  f 

Ansu)er,  Possibly  they  have ;  I  do  not  know,  J  always  thought  it  was  bad  sense  for 
^em  to  look  on  me  ««  a  leader. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  You  say  Berry  first  joined  the  confederate  service  T 

Anstcer,  Yes,  air,  volunteered  into  it,  and  was  very  forward  in  it,  and  sbnaed  men 
that  did  not  volunteer  as  readily  as  he  did.    After  awhile  he  quit  with  them. 

Question.  Got  tired  and  quit  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiioiu  You  do  not  know  whether  he  joined  the  othei:  army  or  not,  then  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

4^iestion,  Did  you  ever  hear  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  heard  he  did,  and  I  heard  that  he  did  act  asa  scout  on  that  side 
of  the  river  some,  but  whether  that  is  true  or  not,  I  do  not  know.  Ho  came  back  fre- 
:|uently  after  ho  came  over  hero  during  the  war.  He  came  across  the  river  to  this 
mountain  country,  and  laid  up  from  a  little  below  where  I  crossed  clear  on  to  where  be 
lives,  or  did  live  tnen.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  woods,  and  he  could  go  home 
without  seeing  a  man,  without  he  accidently  staggered  on  one  in  the  woods,  f  am  uot 
certain  as  to  whether  I  heard  him  say  he  was  a  scout  or  not.    I  think,  however,  maybe 


ALABAMA — SUBCOMMITTEE.  991 

I  Mf  but  I  irfll  Dot  sav  that  positively,  abont  his  harins  belonged  to  the  federal  Annv- 
after  be  belonged  to  the  confederate  army  or  not,  or  his  being  across  the  line  back 
a^D,  as  a  spy  or  a  scout,  for  I  do  not  remember  distinctly ;  I  at  hrst  thought  I  did,  but 
my  mind  recurred  back  to  a  different  man. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Jiiesium.  After  the  war  was  there  a  great  deal  of  bitter  feeling  between  those  who 
served  in  the  Federal  Army  and  those  who  had  served  in  the  confederate  army  f 
•  Answer,  I  will  give  yon  the  true  state  of  feeling  in  my  county  on  both  sides ;  there 
was  a  time,  directly  after  the  sun-ender,  when  these  gentlemen  who  diifered  with  the 
Soath  with  reference  to  our  position,  and  had  most  generally  themselves  taken  sides 
with  the  confederates  and  deserted,  undertook  to  run  over  and  brow-beat  and  cut  up  a 
good  deal,  and  that  created  a  difficulty.  I  saw  that  with  my  own  eyes  twice,  ami  I 
went  among  them  and  advised  them,  the  best  I  could,  to  not  do  that  way ;  that  there 
was  DO  necessity  for  it ;  that  the  war  was  over,  and  if  we  did  differ  once,  we  ought  not 
tft  always  differ  about  it.  J  talked  to  them  in  that  way,  but  it  did  not  do  any  good 
until  there  was  some  difficulty.  The  opposite  i>arty — the  confederate  soldiers — resented 
it,  and  they  would  have  resented  it  to  the  death,  if  they  had  not  quit ;  but  there  was 
no  barm  done  at  all.  They  did  quit  it,  and  they  all  became  friendly  and  clever  fellowg 
together,  and  lived  together  \i\  peace. 

Qaiet^ion.  Did  Qovemor  Patton  once  or  twiee  send  some  soldiers  up  in  your  ooonty  t 

Antfwer.  Ko,  sir,  not  into  ours,  I  think.    I  know  he  did  not. 

QuetUam,  Do  you  recollect  of  a  man  being  taken  out  of  jail  xu  Blountsville  f 

Angwer.  Tes,  sir. 

QuesHoH.  Who  was  he  t 

Anstter.  James  Ket^hum. 

QasstUnu  Was  he  ever  tried  f 

Answer.  O,  no.  I  don't  know  who  did  that,  but  I  do  not  renember  of  its  being 
eharged  as  Kn-Klux.  He  was  takeu  out.  Ho  had  murder^  a  man  in  very  cold  blood, 
and  was  put  in  jail,  and  W2us  taken  out  a  few  nights  afterward  and  shot. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qiication,  By  disguised  men  f 

Answer,  I  never  heard  that  it  was  Ku>ElnK  or  charged  on  Ka>]i^lnx. 

Question,  Did  yon  ever  hear  that  he  was  taken  oat  by  disguised  men  f  • 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that  I  did.  I  know  that  the  impression  was  on  my 
mind  that  it  was  some  of  that  sort  of  men,  bat  I  never  heard  anybody  say  ao  that  I 
recollect  ot 

By  Mr.  Bucki.ey  : 

Question,  He  never  had  any  trial  t 

Answer,  O,  no. 

Question,  Did  they  break  open  the  jail  f 

Answer,  Seems  to  me  that  they  made  the  Jailor  give  np  the  key.  They  may  have 
been  disguised,  and  probably  were,  but  I  do  not  remember  of  hearing  it  charged  on 
tbem  at  all.    They  were  men  that  were  not  known  to  the  jailcnr. 

Question,  Do  yon  know  a  man  over  there  named  Thomas  Nation  f 

Answer,  Yea,  sir. 

Question,  Is  he  a  man  of  good  standing  T 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  don't  think  there  is  a  corrupter  man  on  earth. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  his  being  whipped  or  injured  t 

Answer,  Nu.  air,  I  do  not  think  I  heard  of  his  being  whipped,  but  treated  worse  than 
that  They  made  him — 1  only  understood  now  ;  he  told  it  himself,  but  I  did  not  hear 
him  tell  it — they  made  him  straddle  a  female  black  across  his  neck  and  carry  her 
awhile,  and  then  made  her  get  down  and  him  kiss  the  other  end,  bat  I  don't  know  how 
tme  it  was  myself. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
Question,  What  was  this  for  f 
An$wer,  He  is  the  most  violent  msm  in  his  polities  you  ever  saw,  and  he  never  qaits. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  He  is  a  radiealf 

Answer,  The  worst  in  the  world.  The  radicals  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  such  a  mati. 
To  icy  ttiod  be  is  immoderate. 

.  By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  Were  these  disguised  men  who  treated  him  in  that  way  f 
Answer.  I  understood  they  were.  ^  GoOqIc 

By  Ml.  Blair:  ^  d 

Question,  What  was  the  o^ense  he  was  charged  with  having  comrnittet^ 
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Answer.  Nc^hiug  bnt  his  social  equality  and  the  like.  He  was  aU  over  that  wi^. 
They  ought  to  have  let  him  alone  about  it,  but  they  did  not  do  it,  I  suppose. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question,  Was  there  a  good  deal  of  crime — Htoaiing,  &c.— going  on  in  Blount  Conuty 
in  18(58  and  1869  f 

Answer,  There  was  some  more  than  nsual,  perhaps.    I  speak  of  before  the  war. 

Question,  Was  there  any  trouble  in  executing  the  law  on  those  who  committed  crime  f 

Answer,  Not  except  by  the  deficiency  of  our  jail ;  it  is  a  bad  one.  We  had  to  scud 
some  here  sometimes. 

Question.  Was  there  any  difficulty  in  making  arrests  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  necessity  was  there  for  organizing  the  Kn-Elux  f 

Anstver.  None,  sir,  that  L  know  of. 

Question,  No  necessity  for  punishing  offenders  in  that  way  f 

Awnvm;  There  was  more  than  there  had  been. 
.   Question.  But  they  could  have  been  reached  by  the  law  T 

Answer,  I  always  thought  that  if  a  man  ought  to  be  punished,  we  ought  to  be  able  to 
prove  the  crime  a^gainst  him  ;  but  there  was  some  thieving  and  plundering,  and  some 
horse-stealing  going  on,  and  other  things  that  were  worse  than  it  was  before  the  war. 
But  now,  for  the  la«t  year  and  this  year,  I  do  not  see  bnt  what  we  are  about  as  honest 
a  people  as  we  used  to  be. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  radical  sheriff  by  the  name  of  Murphy  who  was  shot  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  shot  because  of  his  politics  f 

Answer,  I  don't  know  whether  he  was  or  not.  I  was  in  Summit  the  very  morning  h« 
wtis  killed,  and  left,  coming  here,  and  he  was  shot  that  day. 

Questio^u  Has  the  roan  been  punished  who  shot  him  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  fled  justice,  and  went  to  parts  unknown. 

Question,  Was  he  indicted  T 

Answer,  He  was,  I  understood. 

Question.  Were  any  efforts  made  to  secure  him  t 

^'oswer.  Nothing  more  than  the  governor's  proclamation.  I  think  he  offered  a  reward 
for  him,  but  I  do  cot  know  that  anybody  pursued  him. 

Question  You  rather  resented  the  idea  that  these  democrats  were  Ku-Klnx  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  rather  wanted  to  leave  the  impression  on  the  mind  of  the  commit- 
tee that  I  did  not  know  about  that.  I  do  not  know,  for  I  do  not  know  a  man  charged 
with  being  a  Ku-Elnx. 

Question,  Was  it  generally  charged  by  the  radicals  that  they  were  all  democrats? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  was. 

Question.  Did  the  democrats  deny  it  t 

Answer.  I  have  heard  them  all  deny  bein^  Ku-Klux  that  were  ever  charged  with  it. 
I  have  heard  of  men  being  charged  with  it  tnat  I  was  satisfied  were  innocent,  and  men 
that  probably  might  have  been  guilty,  bnt  I  do  not  know  anything  abont  that 

By  Mr.  Rice: 
Questiwi.  Was  the  order  supposed  to  be  composed  of  good  men  over  there  f 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that.    I  have  no  opinion  to  express  about  tiiat. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  any  effort  made  by  the  democrats  to  pnt  down  that  order  while  it  was 
in  existence  T 

Answer.  We  held  meetings  in  three  or  four  different  places. 

Qu/estion.  When  T 

Answer.  In  1869, 1  think. 

Qu&tion.  What  did  you  do  at  those  meetings  T 

Answer,  We  passed  a  resolution  disapproving  of  these  organizations. 

Question,  Were  these  meetings  of  the  people,  or  of  the  democratic  party? 

Anewer.  Of  the  whole  people.    This  Mr.  Berry  was  in  one  of  them. 

Question,  Was  that  after  the  anti-Ku-Klux  had  been  or^nised  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  remember.  I  think  it  was  before,  peniaps.  It  was  in  the  fUl^aod 
that  was  lat^r. 

Question.  Still,  the  Ku-Klux  did  not  disperse,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  organifs 
a  counter  organization  in  onlor  to  stop  their  depredations  ? 

Answer.  That  might  have  been  their  motive ;  I  can't  tell. 

By  Mr.  Biair  : 
Question.  What  was  the  reason  alleged  for  this  killing  of  Murphy  t 
Answer.  The  reason  alleged  was  that  Murphy  indicated  him  as  being  a  Ku-Klux,  and 
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fioto  tliat  ill-feeUii^  cot  up,  and  they  said  Murphy  hegan  the  aflfray  by  Jmocking  the 
other  man  down  with  his  nst.    He  was  a  very  stoat  man  and  the  other  one  very  feeble, 
and  while  he  was  nnder  him,  he  got  his  pistol  out  and  shot  him. 
.   Que$tion,  That  was  in  the  testimony  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qaesiion,  Did  you  hear  the  evidence? 
Answer.  No^  sir.    That  is  like  a  great  many  other  things  I  have  said. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  state  of  facts  contradioted  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  heard  the  man  tell  it  that  took  him  off  of  Murphy  after  he  had 
shot  Murphy.    He  is  living  there  yet. 

Question.  That  is  received  as  the  true  account  of  itf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  true  account  of  it  if  this  man  told  me  the  truth.  He  is 
a  man  named  George.  He  is  the  first  man  that  laid  hands  on  Sheriff  Murphy  after  he 
was  shot. 

By  the  Chairman: 
.  QwsUon.  What  did  the  man  run  off  for  f    Why  waa  he  indifted  for  murder  if  he  was 
justifiable  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.    That  is  the  true  state  of  the  thing. 

Question.  But  he  was  indicted  for  murder  and  fled,  and  has  never  been  arrested  f 

Answer.  He  fled  immediately. 

Question.  Was  he  indicted  for  murder  t 

Answer.  They  indicted  him.  I  do  not  know  the  langui^e  of  the  indictment.  I  un- 
derstood there  was  an  indictment  against  him  for  it. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  it  named  whether  it  was  for  murder  or  what! 

Answer.  I  never  heard  what  the  character  of  the  indictment  was,  but  I  understood 
the  grand  jury  found  a  bill. 

Question.  The  man  that  killed  Murphy  was  a  democrat  t 

Answer.  I  suppose  he  was.    He  was  a  stranger  to  me. . 

ByMr.  Blaib: 
Question.  Why  do  you  suppose  so  f 

Answer.  Because  he  and  Murphy  would  not  have  fallen  out  about  Eu-Eluxing,  I 
lecAum,  if  he  hadn't  been. 


HuNTsynxB,  Alabama,  Oetdber  14, 1671. 
SIB.  DANIEL  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  livet 

Answer.  I  live  in  this  place  at  this  time. 

Que^ion.  Where  did  you  come  here  from  t 

Ammver.  I  came  from  Stevenson,  Alabama,  in  the  same  State  and  in  the  acyoiniug 
county  to  this. 

Question.  In  Jackson  County  T 

Answer,  In  Jackson  County,  sixty  miles  from  here. 

QutxHon.  When  did  you  leave  Stevenson  ? 

Answer.  The  3d  of  March.  1870. 

Question.  Have  you  been  living  here  ever  since  t 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  What  was  your  reason  for  leaving  there  t 

Answer.  I  will  tell  you  my  reason,  and  I  will  begin  at  the  first.  About  the  last  of: 
January,  1869,  these  disguised  men  came  to  my  house.    My  wife 

Question.  Was  it  in  1869  or  1870? 

Answer.  Eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-nine.  I  heard  them  after  another  colored  man 
Just  above  me,  that  lived  in  a  little  village  we  called  Avery,  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  east  of  Stevenson.  I  heard  them  after  this  colored  man,  telling  him  to  **  Come 
out.  come  out.''  I  eot  up  and  stepped  to  the  door  and  looked  out,  and  I  saw  three  men, 
all  in  white,  and  the  horses  all  in  white,  and  I  heard  this  colored  man  speak.  His  namu 
was  Lewis  Jackson.  I  heard  him  say,  **  What  do  yon  want  with  me  f  They  said, 
"  Come  out  here :  we  wantfto  talk  to  you,"  I  suppose  he  must  have  called  to  them 
through  the  crack  of  the  house.  He  told  them  he  would  not  come  out.  The  men  said, 
**  Ifyou  come  out  it  will  be  better  for  you."  At  this  time  I  began  to  see.  I  had  heai-d 
of  Ka-Klux,  but  I  never  saw  any  before,  and  I  whispered  to  my  wife  that  the  Eu-Klux 
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was  np  yonder  after  LewiB  Jackson.  In  a  few  minntos  I  heard  them  firing  and  tolling 
him  to  come  out.  They  fired,  I  think  it  was  twice,  two  rounds,  into  his  honse,  three 
or  fonr  apiece,  and  they  told  nim  to  come  out,  and  he  would  not,  and  then  they  came 
riding  on  to  my  house.  I  had  fiwtened  the  door  by  this  time.  My  wife  was  lying-iu 
with  a  young  baby  two  days  old.  She  was  greatly  excited,  and  says,  **  What  aie  yoa 
ffoingtodof'  I  says, '*  I  don't  know  what  to  do.''  She  says,  *'For  the  Lord's  sake 
don't  go  out,  or  I'll  die."  They  rode  right  up  to  my  house,  not  a  hundred  yards  oS,  and 
says,  " Hilloa."  I  says,  "Yes,  sir."  He  says,  "Come  to  the  door."  I  says,  "Who's 
there  t"  He  says,_"  Come  out  here  and  see  who  it  is."  I  says,  "  Gentlemen,  I  already 
see  who  it  is,  and  I  don't  want  to  come."  He  says, "  It  will  be  better  for  you  to  oome 
out ;  we  want  to  talk  to  yon ;  we  want  to  tell  you  all  about  it."  I  says,  "  i  don't  want 
to  come  out ; "  and  I  says  to  my  wife,  "  ^lall  I  gf>  out  ?"  She  cried,  and  said, "  I  would 
rather  fight  them  than  go  out.  I  would  rather  if  I  was  a  man."  I  says,  "  Gentlemen, 
every  man  in  this  conmiunity  knows  I  am  an  inoffensive  man,  and  don't  steal  or  tron- 
ble  anybody  or  interfere  with  anybody,  and  everybody  knows  mo  to  be  strictly  honest, 
or  if  I  am  not  they  don't  know  it"  I  says,  "  Gentlemen,  I  will  tell  you  the  truth  now. 
When  I  tell  you  men  anything,  I  mean  what  I  say.  I  say  I  won't  come  out,  and  if  yon 
want  me,  you  will  have  to  come  and  take  me  at  your  own  risk.  You  will  have  to  Idll 
me ;  but  if  you  will  not  interfere  with  me  I  will  not  interfere  Mth  you ; "  and  I  heard 
one  say,  "  Lef s  go  off  and  let  him  idone,"  and  they  rode  off;  and  as  they  rode  around 
the  lower  part  of  my  fence,  Lewis  Jackson  came  out  of  his  house  and  fired  on  these 
three  men.  Now,  they  had  fired  into  his  house  first  and  then  came  by  my  houi^  and 
after  they  left  my  house  he  fired  into  these  three  men.  They  went  off  across  the  field. 
They  had  all  been,  before  that,  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  or  two  miles  up  the  railioad 
above  where  I  lived,  and  had  whipped  a  younger  brother  of  mine.  They  had  whipped 
him,  and  came  on  from  where  he  lived  to  where  I  lived  in  this  little  village.  Then 
they  went  off  in  the  same  direction  again  after  they  had  come  by  us.  From  that  time 
on,  from  about  the  last  of  Januar.v,  in  1869,  until  I  was  broken  up  there,  we  never 
saw.  any  peace  at  alL  They  would  not  let  us  be  for  a  space  of  three  weeks  without 
.  coming  to  see  us. 

Question,  How  often  were  yon  visited  by  disguised  men  f 

Avstcer,  I  couldn't  tell  how  often ;  it  was  so  dften,  and  they  had  got  so  bold}  I 
couldn't  k^p  count ;  but  they  came  once  in  the  day-time.  Two  of  them  rode  through 
our  little  village,  but  didn't  interfere  with  anybody.  Thoy  stopped  and  talked  with  me 
awhile ;  askea  for  my  account  of  a  colored  man,  a  very  brave  man,  named  Miles 
.Prior.  I  told  them  I  thought  he  was  an  inoffensive  man,  but  a  very  brave  man; 
that  I  thought  he  would  undertake  to  defend  himself  in  the  face  of  a  hundred  men;  I 
thought  he  would  undertake  that.  They  said,  "  That  man  can't  live  here  much  longer ; 
he  h^  better  go  away  from  here."  1  couldn't  tell  who  they  were,  for  they  were  dis- 
guised.   Now,  that  was  in  the  day-time. 

QuesHon,  How  many  <^  ^em  were  there  f 

Answer,  Only  two. 

QueatUm,  Were  they  on  horseback  f 

Ansioer.  No,  sir ;  walking.  At  another  time  they  came  out  to  the  village  after  that, 
and  came  to  bum  our  little-place.  I  was  in  Stevenson  when  they  were  going  to  burn 
it,  and  i  went  ahead  to  let  the  people  know  they  were  coming  to  bum  it.  I  was  ^ere 
when  seven  Kn-Klux  came.  They  came  on  an  engine,  and  they  all  got  out.  They 
came  by  waf^  of  Bridgeport.  They  went  down,  and  went  into  several  stores  sod  gro- 
ceries and  got  coal-o2.  They  were  goin^  to  burn  that  little  town  of  Avery.  I  h^rd 
it  whispertS.  I  hated  to  have  everytmng  burned  up,  and  to  have  everybody  else 
burned  out,  and  ho  I  went  and  told  the  x>eople  so  they  might  move  out.  This  man  Miles 
^  Prior  was  there,  a  very  brave  man.  He  is  living  at  Chattanooga  now,  and  is  as  brave 
a  maaas  I  oversaw.  When  they  came  out  there,  seven  of  them  came,  and  I  reekon 
they  were  three  hours  coming  there.  They  came  crawling  and  dipping  along,  and 
came  every  way  they  could  come ;  they  would  get  down  crawling  and  come  along. 

QuetUon,  How  many  were  there  f 

Answer,  Only  seven. 

QueatUm,  Had  they  disguises  on  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  seven  disguised  men. 

QiusUon,  Were  tney  on  footf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  coming  across  the  field  fh)m  Stevenson  out  to  our  little  village.  This 
:  Miles  Prior  says,  "  Let  tnem  come."  They  wanted  to  burn  the  school-house.  He 
says,  "  Fifty  men  couldn't  burn  the  school-house  and  let  me  live."  When  tiiey  aot 
witl^n  about  two  hundred  yards.  Miles  Prior  he  pulled  off  his  coat  and  rolled  up  sss 
sleevtas,  and  began  to  lau|^,  and  his  wife  began  to  cry,  and  told  him  to  try  to  gd 
awayi  that  they  were  coming.  He  said  he  didn't  care ;  let  'em  come.  They  mM  twc 
were  j^ve  hundred  of  them.  He  said  ho  wasn't  afraid  of  them ;  the  more  that  cone 
the  more  he  could  kill.  There  was  only  four  besides  him  that  would  stand  witii  hi«- 
It  was  day-time,  and  they  thought  there  were  so  many  coming  they  would  not  stay. 

Question,  How  many  families  wore  there  in  that  village  t  — 
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Answer.  About  seventy  people  in  the  village,  bi^  and  little,  yotmg  and  old,  and 
th^  almost  broke  it  np.    it  was  twenty  aores  of  land  there  that  we  bought. 
Qmstion.  Qo  on  with  your  statement. 

AimKr,  They  oame  and  got  right  abont  the  line,  andtheie  was  a  fence  on  onr  line, 
and  a  white  man  then 

QuetHon,  No  matter  abont  these  little  piffticnlars. 

Antwer,  They  came  right  on  that  fence,  and  he  says,  "  Don't  any  man  fire  nntil  they 
mt  their  foot  over  the  fence.''  They  came  right  np  to  the  fence,  and  they  said,  "  Yon 
u^  man,  come  over  here ;  we  want  to  see  yon." 

QueitUm,  Who  did  they  refer  to— Prior  f 

Antwer,  Tea,  sir ;  he  was  a  very  tall,  stont  miui,  and  a  very  brave,  man.  Prior  told 
them  to  come  over  and  see  him ;  he  wanted  to  see  them.  They  staid  there  some  time ; 
anyhow,  it  was  abont  2  o^clock  in  the  evening  when  they  left  and  went  back  to  Steven- 
son, and  didn't  born  the  place. 

Quettitn.  Do  yon  mean  2  o'clock  in  the  night  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  in  the  afternoon.  They  went  back  to  Stevenson  without  burning 
the  place.  They  failed  to  bum  it.  They  would  come  out  then  other  nights.  They 
woold  come  between  midnight  and  day  some  nights,  and  they  would  just  fire  on  the 
place,  and  have  everything,  you  know,  excited.  Sometimes  there  would  be  thirty  or 
fcttty  around  this  man's  house,  according  to  the  reports  givenj  firing  in  the  house. 

Quegiion.  Do  you  mean  into  Prior's  house  ? 

Anttder,  Yes,  sir. 

Qii€sU(m.  Could  you  see  the  balls  the  next  day  t 

Anmoer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  even  where  they  shot  clear  through  the  house.  It  was  a 
ireather-boarded  house,  shanty  fashion.  They  shot  into  his  water-bucket,  and  the  water 
would  run  out ;  they  shot  tlje  posts  of  his  chairs ;  they  tried  to  shoot  him  through  the 
boBse,  and  fired  one  time,  and  scalped  his  leg  Just  across  the  skin,  but  didn't  hurt  him ; 
and  he  be^n  to  holler  for  the  boys  to  come  on.  as  if  he  had  a  big  crowd,  and  then  they 
all  jumped  up  and  went  out,  and  these  men  all  took  out  through  the  bushes  and  made 
their  escape. 

QuesHon.  Were  they  mounted  or  on  foot  t 

Avswer,  They  must  have  been  on  foot;  we  couldn't  see  any  horse-tracks. 

QuistUm.  Could  you  see  how  many  there  were  ? 

Antwer.  No,  sir.  They  said, "  Boys,  come  back,  we  can  whip  them ;  there  is  thirty  of  ur  ; 
we  can  whip  them ;  we  can  take  toem  out  and  whip  them."  They  said  that.  I  don't 
know  whether  there  were  that  many,  but  the  report  of  the  guns  sounded  like  it.  The 
same  night  they  shot  an  old  colored  man  there. 

Qneaiian,  Where;  at  this  village  t 

Aiuwer,  Ybe,  sir ;  at  Avery. 

Question,  Did  they  shoot  him  in  his  house  T 

Answer,  Y^,  sir ;  they  shot  through  his  house,  and  shot  him,  and  the  bullet  struck 
his  wife  about  there,  [illustrating,]  on  the  left  shoulder. 

(iiteBtUm.  Did  it  kill  him  f 

Answer.  No,  sir :  he  is  living  here  now.  They  all  came  here ;  or  what  didn't  come 
here  went  somewhere  else.    Miles  Prior  lives  at  Chattanooga  now. 

ifnmUon.  Qo  on  with  your  statement. 

Answer.  It  went  on  that  way  up  to  the  last  of  February  of  last  year. 

QnesHon,  70? 

Answer .  Yes,  sir ;  1870. 

Question,  More  than  a  year  after  it  flrsr  begun  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  over  a  year  after  it  begun.  Somebody,  on  a  Sunday  night,  goes  and 
ahoots  into  two  citizens'  houses  in  this  little  village  of  Stevenson.  They  shot  Into  the 
hooaea,  and  they  supposed,  you  know.  Miles  Prior  being  such  a  brave  man,  that  ho 
was  at  tbe  head  of  this  thing,  because  he  was  such  a  brave  man  and  shot  into  these 
citizens'  honaee ;  that  was  Sunday  night,  and  Monday  morning  this  man.  Miles  Prior, 
went  into  Stevenson,  and  while  he  was  in  Stevenson  1  suppose  the  civil  authorities  got 
np  a  sqnad  of  men  to  go  after  Miles  Prior  and  surround  him,  and  undertake  to  take 
him,  and  he  ran  away  down  into  Crow  Creek  Valley,  in  the  bottom, in  the  water.  When 
the  water  was  about  up  to  his  breast,  he  says  that  he  bcKan  to  chill,  and  it  appeared 
to  be  chilling  his  heart  so  he  could  not  swim,  and  they  told  him  to  surrender  and  give 
up  hia  arras.  He  had  a  pistol,  and  his  pistol  got  wet— or  the  ammunition  did.  As  be 
came  back — ho  tells  this  himself^  and  others  do ;  I  was  not  thepe — as  he  came  back, 
they  told  him  to  surrender  and  give  up  his  arms,  but  he  still  come  out  and  tried  to 
riioot  all  these  men — all  these  men  who  were  standing  on  the  water-side— and  he 
busted  the  caps  as  he  came  out,  and  they  shot  at  him,  and  he  turned  around  and 
threw  bis  pistol  back  in  the  water ;  he  wouldn't  give  his  pistol  up.  They  then  took  him 
and  carried  him  on  and  put  him  in  prison.  It  was  \^ry  cold.  He  had  his  wet  clothing 
on,  and  they  went  on  up  the  road  and  got  this  Jackson,  a  railroad  man,  and  then  they 
came  snd  eot  me,  and  put  me  in  there  as  a  prisoner.  They  said,  "You  consider  your- 
self our  prisoner."    I  said,  **  Very  well ;  1  will  go  in ;  you  need  not  lock  the  door  on 
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me ;  I  will  go  in  there  and  stay  there  all  ni^ht,"  but  they  tnrned  the  lock  on  me.  Two 
men  hrtd  taken  me  ont,  and  they  asked  me  if  I  didn't  know  anything  about  that  shoot^ 
ing.  I  said,  "  Gentlemen,  I  am  going  to  be  honest  with  yoo.  Now,  I  am  a  man,  and 
I  like  to  defend  my  own  cause,  but  I  would  be  a  nice  man  to  think,  when  I  was  a  man 
bom  and  brought  up  in  a  gospel  land,  that  I  would  shopt  into  houses  where  women 
and  children  weie.  I  am  as  far  from  that  as  anv  man  in  the  world,  gentlemen,  and  I 
would  not  participate  with  any  man  that  could  do  so,  and  if  I  had  known  Miles  Prior, 
as  you  say  he  did  it,  was  going  to  do  such  a  thing,  I  would  not  have  let  him  do  that  it 
it  was  in  my  power.  He  might  £ght  you,  but  not  go  and  shoot  into  a  house  with 
innocent  women  and  children.''  Tney  said  I  must  tell  a  better  tale  than  that,  or  my 
penalty  would  be  the  same  as  bis,  Miles  Prior's,  and, says  he,  '*  That  will  be  death; 
that  will  be  death:  and  not  only  that,  but  we  are  going  to  stop  this  radical  business 
among  you  all."  I  says,  "  Gentlemen,  you  all  know  me.  I  work  for  my  living,  and 
don't  talk  politics,  but  I  am  an  hpnest  man  in  all  my  ways  and  doings,  but  as  £ur  as 
that  is  concerned,  yon  can  never  stop  that  thing  in  the  world ;  it's  impossible."  He 
says,  "  We  are  going  to  stop  it  with  you  niggers,  and  all  you  Grant  niggers  will  have 
to  leave  here  or  else  they  will  all  be  killed.  You  may  just  understand  that ;  yon  must 
leave  here." 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QuesUon.  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  that  said  that  to  you  f 

Anatoer,  Many  a  one  said  that  to  mo. 

Question,  Who  are  they ;  give  their  names. 

Answer.  I  will  give  you  the  names  of  two  of  the  men  that  talked  to  me  when  <iiey 
had  me  out.  One  was  Henry  Buun—he  was  one  of  tho  men  that  took  me— Ran  Hatfield. 
They  imprisoned  me.  I  had  a  good  deal  of  property,  and  all  of  that  was  destroyed. 
I  had  to  get  right  away  from  there  at  ouce,  and  this  man  Jumped  ou  it,  and  said  it  was 
his,  and  another  says  it  was  his,  and  I  owed  him  $70,  and  so  I  lost  it.  I  don't  know 
exactly  how  many  cattle  I  had,  because  I  lefb  my  wife  to  take  care  of  the  cattle,  and 
my  sister  was  down  here  and  said  there  was  cue  little  heifer  that  was  grown  to  be 
almost  a  cow  grown.  I  don't  know  how  many  I  had,  but  ten  or  twelye  h^d,  though. 
I  had  three  milk  cows  I  know.  ' 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  these  men  release  youf 

Answer.  No :  they  put  me  back  in  the  prison.  Then  the  sun  was  about  an  hour  high. 
I  was  very  cold.  It  was  right  on  tl^  grouod ;  it  was  a  bad  underground  place— one 
of  these  stockades.  Some  of  them  come  up  around  there,  and  I  sent  word  to  my  wife 
to  bring  bed-clothes,  and  she  brought  a  blanket,  and  they  wouldn't  let  me  have  the 
blanket  in,  and  so  we  had  to  lay  on  the  ground  until  I  got  chilled  through.  It 
seemed  to  me  I  was  chilled  clear  through,  and  I  have  had  a  pain  in  my  left  side  ever 
since  that  time. 

Question.  When  were  you  released  from  prison  T 

Answer.  I  was  released — they  came  about  9  o'clock,  and  they  whined  around  tho 
door.  They  had  all  the  place  illuminated  with  candles ;  we  could  see  them.  Wo  could 
only  see  disguised  men  through  the  port-holes,  and  they  began  to  carry  on  like  dogs, 


whining  and  growling  and  uoiu2  everything  of  the  kiud,  and  rapping  at  the  door. 
That  was  between  9  and  10  o'clock.  I  will  tell  the  truth  anywhere  about  that.  I  cot 
down  on  my  knees.    I  was  doue  talkiug,  for  I  thought  the  time  was  almost  out,  and  1 


began  to  pray ;  and  I  prayed  to  such  an  excess  that,  I  reckon,  they  got  sorry  for  me, 
for  they  went  off  and  left  me ;  but  they  came  back  again,  I  was  still  praying,  for  I 
thought  that  was  the  last  night  I  had ;  and  then,  when  they  came  the  third  time,  tbey 
said  they  were  going  to  hang  us.  I  will  not  say  it  exactly  as  they  said  it,  but  they 
said  they  would  hang  every  one  of  us  that  night.  They  said  they  would  hang  the  last 
one  of  us ;  I  will  not  use  the  words  they  said. 

Question.  There  were  three  of  you  in  jail  T 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  Lewis  Jackson,  Miles  Prior,  and  Sir  Daniel  were  in  prison  at  that 
time.  Then  they  began  with  axes ;  they  first  -unlocked  the  door ;  they  began  to  pnU 
at  the  door,  and  Miles  Prior  then  asked  me  if  I  would  fight.  I  said,  ^*  No,  I  have  notmng 
to  do  but  trust  Daniel's  God."  Ho  said, "  I  am  no  Christian  man :  I  can't  trust  Daniel'a 
God;  I  must  fight."  I  said,  "How  can  you  fight?  they  are  all  coming  in,  and  they 
have  all  the  time  between  now  and  daylight  to  hang  us."  He  savs,  *^en  men  can^t 
hold  me,  and  a  regiment  can't  shoot  me."  Then  he  catched  right  hold  of  the  door  as 
they  had  hold  of  it.  These  other  men  were  trying  to  pull  it  open,  and  Prior  catched 
hold  of  it,  and  called  to  us  to  help  him  pull,  and  I  says,  **  I  have  no  time  to  hold  the 
door  now ;  I  have  to  pray."  He  turned  around  partly,  to  keep  them  from  shooting 
him  through  the  port-holes,  and  he  was  pulling,  with  his  left  hand  holding  the  door. 
I  could  see  the  otners,  and  they  hAd  a  rope  there  fastened  to  the  door,  and  were  poUiug 
at  it ;  every  man  was  pulling.  And  he  lield  on  to  that  door,  and  held  it  against  all  ot 
them  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  I  suppose,  until  we  could  hear  the  11  oxlock  truiu 
coming  up  from  Huntsville  to  Stevenson.    He  held  on  to  the  door  against  them  uittil 
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the  train  whistled,  and  just  after  the  train  whistled  he  got  tired,  I  reckon,  holding  the 

door  against  so  many  men,  and  he  snddenly  let  loose,  and  all  these  men  that  were  PuU- 

iog  so  hard  fell  hackward  over  one  another,  and  as  they  did  that  he  lunged  out  of  the 

door  and  ran  over  two  or  three  of  them,  and  I  reckon  a  hundred  guns  and  pistols  were 

fired  at  him,  hut  he  made  his  escape,  for  he  was  a  very  brave  man.  Just  as  he  went 
out— it  was  a  dark  night — every  light  they  had — and  they  had  twenty  lights,  I  reckon, 
lit— everything  was  swallowed  in  darkness  that  quick,  [illustrating  by  slapping  his 
hand.]  It  was  as  quick  as  that.  He  got  off  about  two  hundred  yards,  and  came  to  a 
colored  man,  and  asked  him  if  lie  had  a  double-barreled  shot-gun,  and  said  to  let  him 
have  it.  and  he  would  go  back  and  fight  the  hundred  and  fifty  men  for  fifteeen  minutes 
himseli,  and  would  rescue  us  two.  This  other  colored  man  was  afraid  to  let  him  have 
the  gun.  In  the  meantime,  just  as  ho  went  out,  they  lighted  up  another  caudle,  and 
run  back,  and  a  great  tall  fellow,  that  looked  like  a  horse — he  was  disguised  that  way — 
came  in  where  I  was  in  prison.  We  was  like  Paul  and  Silas.  I  determined  not  to  run. 
He  came  in  with  his  pistol  cocked.  He  says,  "  I  want  the  truth  now,  and  nothing  but 
the  truth."  I  says,  '*  You  can  get  the  truth  out  of  me,  if  I  ^ow  it ;  I  will  not  tell  a 
lie  when  I  am  asked  for  the  truth.''  He  says,  "  You  have  to  tell  the  truth,  or  I  wiU 
blow  yonr  brains  out ;  you  know  about  that  firing,  and  you  have  to  tell  it;"  and  he 
held  the  pistol  to  me,  and  says, "  Didn't  that  damned  rascal"— excuse  me  gentlemen ;  I 
say  it  just  like  he  said  it — "fire  into  that  house  last  Sunday  night  ?"  I  says,  "If  be 
did,  I  don't  know  it;"  and  he  wheeled  right  off  from  me  right  straight.  I  looked  at 
him  then,  and  I  felt  as  if  my  brains  were  going  to  fly  out  when  I  denied  that,  but  I  felt 
that  I  would  rather  die  with  the  truth  in  my  mouth.  He  wheeled  right  out.  They 
had  my  right  hand  tied  with  a  rope.  He  asked  me  if  I  would  be  tied.  I  told  him  yes, 
I  would  submit  to  it,  but  I  would  be  honest,  and  tell  the  truth.  They  tied  my  ri^ht 
hand.  In  a  short  time  the  train  ran  up,  the  disguised  men  disappeared,  and  everything 
was  gone  as  quick  as  that,  [illustrating  by  snapping  his  finger.]  I  never  saw  them 
any  more.  •  They  kept  me  there  about  two  days,  as  I  thought,  for  a  triaL  Everybody 
said  there  was  to  be  a  trial  at  some  hour,  and  I  would  go  at  the  time,  but  they  never 
would  have  anv  trial,  because  the  time  had  come,  and  I  spoke  it  just  like  I  tell  it  here 
to  them;  I  talt  one  way  everywhere.  They  saw  I  wanted  justice,  and  so  they  would 
not  have  any  trial.  After  a  while  they  ask^  me  if  I  would  let  it  be,  and  I  said,  "  Gen- 
tlemen, I  don't  want  any  harm ;  during  all  this  war  I  didn't  trouble  any  man ;  I  am 
an  inoffensive  man ;  I  am  an  honest  man ;"  and  I  just  dropped  it  then,  and  went  right 
off.    But  they  sent  me  off,  and  I  was  entirely  naked,  for  I  had  nothing. 

QwetUon.  How  long  after  that  did  you  come  to  HuntsviUe  T 

Answer.  I  arrived  m  this  place  on  the  3d  day  of  Biarch. 

Quotum.  ^701 

Anawer,  Eighteen  hundred  and  seventy. 

(iueeUon.  Have  you  ever  been  back  since  f 

Ansvoer,  Yes.  sir. 

Ques^cn.  WhenT 
.   Annoer.  Last^All. 

QmtHom.  Were  you  maltreated  then! 

AiMwer,  Koj  sir.  # 

QuMUim.  Bid  you  ever  see  the  Ku-Elux  at  any  other  time  f 

Awwer.  Any  other  time  since  then  ? 

Qtt68lum.  Yes. 

Anmeer.  No,  sir;  because  I  have  been  living  here  since  then. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Questiion.  What  made  the  disguised  men  run  away  when  the  train  eame  np  t 
wdnmoer.  There  were  soldiers  on  the  train.    Somebody  had  dispatched  for  soldieiSi 
umL  tiiey  oame  on  up  on  the  11  o'clock  train. 

By  the  Chatbman  : 
Qicesijon.  What  has  become  of  Prior? 
AMtwer.  He  went  t-o  Chattanooga,  Tennessee. 
QttesUon.  Is  he  living  there  now  f 
AMnoer.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  a  few  weeks  ago. 


MoNTGOMEKY,  ALABAMA,  Octciber  17,  1831. 
6E0B6E  W.  HOUSTON  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

l^theCHAIRMAN:  Digitized  by Goode 

<iwwf&on.  Where  are  you  hvmg  now  t  o 

.^JUiMr.  I  am  staying  here  in  Montgomery,  around  about. 
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Question.  Where  did  you  formerly  live  t 

Amtoer.  I  was  bred  and  bom  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  lived  in  Sumter  County 
since  I  was  seventeen  until  I  was  shot  and  driven  away. 

Question,  Were  you  ever  a  member  of  the  legislature  T 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  In  what  year? 

Answer.  In  the  first  election  for  the  legislature  after  emancipation ;  I  forget  exactly 
the  year.  I  was  register  of  the  county  at  the  first  registration.  I  recollect  coming  hore 
the  first  Monday  in  July  at  the  first  session. 

Question.  July,  1868  f 

Answer.  July,  1868 ;  I  came  here  at  the  first  session. 

Question.  Did  you  attend  an^  subsequent  session  of  the  legislature  t 

Ansujar.  I  attended  two  sessions  beibre  I  was  shot,  two  or  three  times :  I  think  we 
met  three  times— anyhow  I  attended  the  summer  and  winter  sessions.    I  know  that 

QuesHon.  What  county  did  you  represent  ? 

Ansioer.  Sumter  County. 

Question.  Were  you  the  only  representative  from  that  county  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  were  three  of  us.  IVIr.  Benjamin  luge,  now  dead ;  Mr.  Hulan— 
but  he  nevec'  did  attend — and  myself.  On  the  last  session  that  I  did  attend,  Mr. 
Eichard  Burke  attended  with  me,  who  has  been  shot  dead  by  the  Ku-Klux  siuioe  that 
time. 

Question.  As  a  member  from  that  county  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  to  fill  the  place  of  Mr.  Hulan.  He  was  shot  dead  directly  after  he 
went  home. 

Question.  State  the  circumstances  of  his  assassination. 

Answer.  I  was  not  there  at  the  time.    All  I  can  tell  is  by  a  letter. 

Question.  From  whom  did  you  receive  that  letter  ? 

Answer.  From  the  circuit  clerk  of  the  county. 

QuesUon.  Do  you  regard  the  information  contained  in  that  letter  as  reliable  t 

Answer.  I  do,  sir.    He  was  shot  dead. 

Question.  What  does  the  letter  state  ? 

Answer.  It  states  his  house  was  broken  into  j  ust  like  mine,  and  he  was  shot ;  five  balls 
were  shot  through  him.  Mr.  Hulan  was  a  white  man,  and  Mr.  Burko  took  his  place, 
filling  the  vacancy.    He  never  came,  and  Mr.  Burke  filled  his  place. 

Question.  You  say  he  was  shot  soon  after  returning  tvom  the  session  of  the  legislature  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  bid  me  good-bye  right  up  here  on  Market  street,  ihad  then 
been  shot,  and  was  wearing  the  same  baU  that  I  am  wearing  now. 

Question.  State  the  circumstances  of  your  own  case. 

Answer.  1  attended  the  session  and  went  home^  There  were  numbers  of  men  in  my 
own  county  who  were  killed. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Colored  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  them  were  leading  men  of  the  county,  but  not  members  ol 
the  legislature,  nor  officers  at  all. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Private  citizens  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  leading,  influential  men  among  the  colored  people  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  pobtically.  They  were,  politically,  men  who  went  through  the 
county  doiuff  the  best  they  could,  keeping  the  party  up.  First  myself,  and  Mr.  Price, 
the  circuit  clerk,  the  only  white  man  in  the  county  that  took  a  real  interest  in  the 
party,  as  I  thought  ought  to  have  been  done.  These  colored  men  were  killed,  two  or 
three  of  them  anyhow.  I  can't  call  their  names ;  one  was  shot  dead,  and  the  other  shot 
three  times,  and  didn't  die. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  What  were  the  names  f 

Answer.  The  first  one — ^the  one  I  talked  with — was  nained  Enoch  Sledge.  He  wab  the 
one  of  the  three  men  that  lived.  The  other  two  were  lulled  dead.  His  brother  Frank 
was  shot  dead  that  Saturday  evening  just  before  sundown,  in  a  swamp.  You  remember 
Mr.  Charles  Hays,  our  Congressman.  These  men  came  and  joined  the  convention  in 
my  county,  ihat  was  called  the  county  convention,  which  was  held  in  every  count v  to 
elect  delegates  to  go  to  the  Alabama  convention.  It  was  what  was  called  the  third 
district  convention.    We  met  in  Marion  to  nominate  our  Congressman. 

Question.  Fourth  district  f 

Answer.  I  thought  it  belonged  to  the  third ;  excuse  me  for  the  mistake.  These  men 
weut  over  to  attend  that  convention  on  a  Saturday  evening.  Ou^ their  tetmn  home 
Frank  was  shot  dead.  .ti^ed  by  CjOOQ 
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By  Mr.  Blair  :  • 

QueitUm,  What  was  his  foil  name  f 

Answer.  Frank  Sledge.  The  next  man  that  was  shot — it  was  jgiven  to  me  by  the 
Bheriff,  and  everybody  else— I  can't  call  his  name.  It  was  Travis  something,  but  I 
caot  call  to  mind  the  other  name ;  he  was  the  man  that  was  sliot  next  to  Frank,  and 
tbe  next  man  to  me  was  Frank's  brother,  Enoch. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  those  men  all  members  of  that  convention  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  men  that  attended  the  connty  convention.  They  every 
one  came  that  Saturday  to  attend  the  conveption. 

Question.  Were  they  shot  on  their  return  home  7 

Asuwer.  Yes,  sir ;  .within  seven  miles  of  Livingston,  in  Snmtcr  County.  They  were 
shot  on  the  Sucamochee  River,  close  to  Horn's  Bridge.  Enoch  was  shot  three  times. 
He  was  Frank's  brother ;  he  was  the  third  man  shot. 

Question,  Were  these  men  shot  before  sundown  f  , 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Enoch  told  me  so  himself.  I  talked  with  one  of  the  men ;  the 
other  two  were  buried. 

QuesHon.  Do  you  know  the  circumstances  under  which  they  were  «hot  t 

Answer.  I  tell  you  what  be  told  me ;  that  is  all  I  can  tell  yon. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  about  it  f 

Answer.  They  were  returning  from  this  convention  home,  when  three  white  men 
rode  up  to  them.  One  of  them  was  young  Mr.  Sledee  and  one  was  Mr.  Kenfro.  Enoch 
knew  him.  The  other  two  he  didn't  know  at  all.  Mr.  Sledge  stopped  back  and  they 
rode  ahead  of  them,  and  when  they  came  to  them  again  they  wore  walking.  They 
had  got  far  enough  to  get  down  and  hitch  their  horses,  and  one  of  tliem  asked  Frank, 
"  You'll  report  me,  will  you  ?"  with  an  oath ;  I  am  not  certain  what  the  word  was,  but 
an  oath.  I  think  he  said,  *•  You'll  report  me,  God  damn  you,"  and  he  raised  a  double- 
barreled  gun  and  shot  Frank,  who  was  a  young  preacher,  right  off  of  his  horse. 

Question.  Were  these  men  disguised  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  this  was  in  the  day-time.    This  was  what  Enoch  told  me  himself. 

Question.  Were  these  three  who  shot  them  white  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  were  two  white  men  who  did  it.  One  of  the  white  men 
stopped  back.  That  was  young  Mr.  Sledge,  and  the  other  two  white  men  interfered 
with  them. 

Question.  When  was  this  f 

Answer.  It  was  the  same  year  I  was  shot,  but  it  was  before  I  was  shot. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Answer.  In  1869, 1  believe ;  yes,  it  was  1869,  because  I  lived  here  la«t  year,  and  this 
is  1871. 

Question.  In  what  part  of  the  year  was  it? 

Answer.  I  am  not  right  certain  now  what  part,  but  it  was  between  spring  and  the 
first  of  the  summer  that  this  took  place — probably  in  the  first  month  in  summer.  I 
can't  swear  to  the  day  or  the  month,  because  I  didn't  take  account  of  it. 

Question.  Go  on  and  tell  your  own  case,  if  yon  have  got  through  with  that. 

Answer.  I  am  not  through  with  it  exactly.  If  you  want  to  know  where  Enoch's 
wounds  are,  I  can  put  that  to  an  inch,  for  I  put  my  finger  on  all  of  them.  One  ball 
was  right  between  the  shoulders  in  his  back ;  the  other  was  right  through  his  wrist — 
that  was  the  second  one ;  I  don't  know  which  wrist  now.  The  other  one  cut  on  his 
forehead  ri^ht  here,  [illustrating,]  up  through  the  center  through  the  hair.  I  put 
my  hands  on  M  of  the  wounds.  That  is  aU  I  know  about  that.  Now,  if  you  are 
through  with  that,  I  will  state  my  own  case. 

Question.  Go  on  and  state  your  own  case. 

Answer.  Men  came  on  in  August,  after  the  election  of  our  Congressman,  Mr.  Charles 
Havs. 

Question.  In  what  year  f 

Answer.  In  1869,  as  well  as  I  can  recollect,  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  between  1 
and  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  before  day,  at  Dr.  Chouteau's  house.  A  few  minutes 
before  I  was  shot  there  was  some  shooting  took  place  at  his  house,  two  hundred  yards 
fiom  my  bouse.    We  both  lived  on  the  outer  edge  of  town. 

Question.  What  was  the  shooting  about  at  Dr.  Chouteau's  f 

Answer.  1  don't  know  any  more  than  I  think  they  were  trying  to  kill  him  out  like 
me. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  shooting  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  wakened  me,  and  I  ^ot  up  and  went  to  m^  window  and  opened 
it  and  looked  out,  and  a  minute  after  heanug  that  I  shut  my  window  and  laid  down 
in  my  bed,  and  I  didn't  get  still  in  my  bed  l^fore  they  were  rapping  on  my  door  and 
•  calling  me  to  come  to  the  door.  I  got  up  and  started  to  the  door.  Sly  wife  hailed  and 
told  me  I  had  better  mind  where  I  waa going;  that  I  didn't  know* who  was  calling 
me.    I  stopped  immediately.    My  son  got  up  and  opened  his  door— we  were  living  in 
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a  doable  house.  He  looked  oat  and  tben  put  his  hand  on  my  shonlder,  and  says,  "  P«, 
that's  a  white  man  with  a  gun  in  his  hand."  He  said  the  white  man  had  his  gnn  right 
up  to  shoot  my  head  off  if  I  opened  the  door,  just  so,  [illustratinp:.]  I  then  sent  him 
back  to  his  door,  and  stove  the  ax  under  my  door  aud  stepped  buck  to  my  bed,  and 
got  my  own  g\in,  aud  stood  still  in  the  floor,  and  never  spoke  anotlier  word.  They  said, 
**  Houston,  am't  you  coming  f"  I  never  made  no  answer.  They  said,  "  Now  if  yon 
ain't  coming,  God  damn  you,  we  are  going  to  bum  your  God-damned  house  down  on 
top  of  you,  and  your  wife  and  children."  1  never  said  a  word  yet.  I  heard  one  of  them 
outside  say,  "  Let  us  break  down  his  God-damned  door,"  and  they  commenced  bursting 
the  door,  and  hit  ten  or  twentv  licks,  and  the  door  fell  in. 

Question.  What  took  place  then  T 

Answer.  This  boy  of  mine,  as  that  door  fell  right  beside  his  bed,  opened  the  window 
and  jumped  out.  As  he  went  out,  I  saw  a  gun  leveled  down  this  way,  [illustrating.! 
I  saw  a  loot  or  a  foot  and  a  half  of  it,  for  it  was  a  starlight  night,  and  the  men  fired 
and  shot  my  child  phimb  through  the  leg  with  buckshot.  As  my  child  went  out,  his 
head  went  do^vu  aud  his  heels  went  up,  for  he  was  frightened  and  the  bnckshot  went 
clean  through  his  leg.  I  saw  one  of  the  men  walking  off  from  the  door.  He  was 
wrapped  u))  in  domestic  or  something,  and  I  shot  him  right  square  in  the  back  at  about 
twelve  steps. 

Question,  Did  you  kill  him  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know  anything  about  that,  for  I  didn't  stay  there.  I  don't  know 
whether  I  did  or  not.  He  looked  like  he  was  wrapped  up  in  some  old  white  cloth,  do- 
mestic or  something. 

Question.  Could  you  see  his  face  t 

Atmver.  No,  sir.  He  had  his  back  to  me ;  as  the  door  fell  he  turned.  This  man  shot 
at  my  son  one  second,  and  I  shot  right  across  his  gun  as  this  man  went  from  the  door. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  then  f 

An8wei\  I  wheeled  back  to  my  other  room — I  had  the  next  barrel  in  the  same  gun — 
and  I  opened  the  window,  and  as  I  opened  it  I  saw  the  crowd,  and  one  said,  **Shnt 
that  window,"  aud  he  fired  at  the  saqie  time  and  hit  me.  The  ball  is  right  here  in  my 
thigh ;  I  can  show  the  place  now.  It  went  in  in  front,  and  there  is  no  sign  of  where  it 
came  out  behind.  As  he  said,  "Shut  the  window,"  I  turned  the- window  loose  aud 
cocked' the  other  barrel,  and  shot  at  his  head  at  fifteen  steps,  but  it  was  only  squirrel 
shot.  My  wife  jumped  aud  fastened  the  window.  Then  they  shot  the  window  fall  of 
holes  and  the  side  of  the  house  beside  that.  As  she  shut  the  window  the  balls  cam© 
in  the  house  and  on  the  house  like  rain.  They  shot  over  fhe  whole  side  of  the  house, 
aud  balls  fell  inside  of  the  house  all  along.  I  was  lying  patient.  The  next  day  the 
people  came  in  aud  picked  the  balls  where  they  had  fallen  inside  of  the  house  through 
the  plank. 

Qtiestion.  How  many  were  there  in  the  crowd  that  attacked  your  house  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell.  It  looked  like  a  great  many  men.  It  was  starlight  And  before 
day.  There  was  a  good  deal  cursing  after  they  shot  and  broke  down  my  door.  The 
reason  they  were  afraid  to  come  in  was,  I  thinkj  because  that  shot  was  fired.  They 
didn't  come  back. 

Question.  Did  you  notice  whefher  they  were  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Only  the  one  that  I  shot  at.  He  looked  like  he  was  wrapped  up  in  some 
white  cloth ;  it  looked  so  by  starlight.    That  is  all  I  could  see. 

Question.  Did  this  man  who  demanded  admission  tell  you  what  ho  wanted  you  to 
come  out  there  for  f 

Answer.  He  said  he  just  wanted  a  word  or  two  with  me ;  that  is  all  he  said.  He 
ordered  me  to  be  quick,  because  he  was  in  a  terrible  hurry.  I  didn't  speak  to  him  but 
once,  and  that  was  when  he  called  me,  **  Houston,  Houston."  I  said,  "  Sir."  He  said, 
"  Gome  hero  for  a  minute."  I  started,  and  before  I  got  to  the  door  it  seemed  Gk)d  him- 
self made  my  wife  stop  me,  and  my  son  came  and  told  me  he  saw  the  man  at  the  door. 
That  was  the  boy  that  got  shot. 

Question.  Was  this  shortly  after  you  came  home  from  the  legislature  t 

Anstoer.  Not  very  shortly ;  I  forget  what  time  in  June,  1869,  that  was.  This  took 
place  in  August ;  not  very  shortly. 

Question.  Had  you  had  any  trouble  with  your  neighbors  f 

Answer.  Nothing  more  than  some  talk  that  I  didn't  like  from  some  wealthy  men  of 
the  county.  One  of  them  had  come  to  me,  and  told  me  if  I  turned  against  them  they 
would  turn  against  me.  They  looked  upon  me  as  being  the  prominent  negro  of  the 
county.  I  know  the  men  that  told  me  that  thing  very  well.  It  was  in  a  dry-goods 
store  m  that  town. 

Question.  What  did  they  want  you  to  do  t 

Answer.  They  want<jd  me  to  deny  what  was  called  the  Union  League.  They  had 
understood  I  belonged  to  it.  The  reason  they  took  a  gi-eat  fancy  to  me  was,  I  was  a 
tailor  in  that  place.  My  master  had  learned  me  th^s  trade  ou  account  of  my  health 
and  crippleness  When  I  was  a  slave.  I  had  run  a  shop  for  sixteen  years  there.  They 
came  to  me,  and  said  I  made  my  living  off  of  them  aud  not  off  of  the  damned  niggers, 
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and  if  I  turned  against  tb^m  they  would  turn  against  me.  I  said  my  belonging  to  tbe 
Union  League  didn't  do  them  any  barm.  They  said,  "Yes,  it  does."  I  said,  ** It's  only 
to  teacb  our  ignorant  colored  men."  Tbis  was  our  talk  privately,  and  this  was  only  a 
few  noonths  before  I  waa  shot.  That  is  all  I  could  assign  for  the  cause  of  it,  and  taking 
the  fact  that  the  other  colored  men  were  shot  down  just  before,  and  I  was  a  represent- 
ative of  that  county.  There  was  a  public  meeting :  we  had  made  some  public  speeches, 
some  white  and  some  black  men,  and  I  told  them  I  was  opposed  to  this. 

Quettion.  Opposed  to  what  ? 

Anwer.  Opposed  to  colored  men  being  shot  down  like  dogs,  when  I  knew  that  the 
officers  of  the  county  could  stop  it.  I  told  the  sheriff  that  to  his  face.  If  they  took 
exceptions  to  me  on  that  account,  that  is  all  I  can  tell,  for  I  was  raised' there,  and  they 
nover  could  put  a  scratch  of  a  pen  against  me  before,  and  nothing  else  could  they  have 
taken  it  from  except  that  I  tried  to  hold  up  the  men  that  had  been  shot  down  by  vio- 
lence; some  at  night,  some  by  daylight;  some  were  found  in  the  stock-x)ools  with 
their  guts  cut  out.    All  this  came  to  my  ears  and  the  other  men's  ears. 

Queilian.  How  many  colored  men  were  assassinated  in  that  county  ? 

Anmcer,  I  think  eight  or  nine,  before  I  was  shot,  were  killed  dead,  according  to  the 
accounts  pf  the  white  men  and  black  men  I  got  through  the  county.  I  stop  at  eight 
or  nine,  but  I  really  think  there  were  a  few  more. 

Question,  How  long  did  you  stay  there  after  you  were  shot  f 

Anmcer,  Five  days,  guarded  there  night  and  day  by  colored  men. 

QuestUm,  Where  did  you  go  then  t 

Ansicer,  I  started  from  there  one  evening  by  the  request  of  my  friends  who  supported 
me.  They  brought  a  buggy  to  my  door  and  wrapped  me  in  a  quilt  in  the  rain,  and  took 
me  off,  and  I  laid  all  nignt  in  the  rain  in  Sucarnoocheo  swamp.  I  laid  there  bleeding 
all  night.  I  got  the  railroad  at  Bennett's  Station,  seven  miles  from  the  court-house, 
and  never  stopped  until  I  got  here.  My  brother  got  four  other  men  to  guard  me  that 
night,  and  put  me  on  the  train  at  sunrise  next  morning.    I  have  not  been  there  since. 

Question.  You  have  never  bben  there  since? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  My  wife  had  to  sacrifice  my  property.  The  circuit  clerk  wrote  me 
letters,  and  I  have  others  also,  that  it  would  not  oe  safe  for  me  there. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  other  violence  to  colored  people  in  that  county  since 
you  left  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  have.  I  understood  by  a  letter  that  fourteen  white  men  >vent 
to  a  colored  man's  house  and  broke  it  open,  and  he  jumped  out  of  the  window  and 
got  away.  I  take  back  fourteen  men ;  it  was  fourteen  shots  were  fired  at  that  colored 
man. 

QuesUon.  That  is  what  you  learned  from  this  writer  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  from  the  circuit  clerk  of  the  county,  by  letter.  I  was  thinking  of 
the  shots  when  I  said  men.  There  were  fourteen  shots  fired  at  one  man,  a  boy  raised 
on  the  plantation  adjoining  to  my  master's  plantation,  and  he  jumped  out  of  the  back 
window  and  got  away.    That  was  written  to  me  by  the  circuit  clerk  of  the  county. 

By  Mr.  Bl^^ir  : 
•  Question.  What  was  the  name  of  that  colored  man  who  waa  shot  t 
Answer.  Alfred  Jolly. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  Which  is  the  most  numerous  in  Sumter  County,  the  white  or  colored  popu- 
lation? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  I  understand  that  word  or  not.  Which  is  the  largest 
peculation  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  The  colored  is  all  ways  the  largest.  The  colored  population  is  heavy  there, 
very  strong  indeed. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  of  the  parties  who  were  shooting  at  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  my  suspicions  would  not  do.  I  suspect  them  any  way.  If  a  sus- 
picion would  do,  I  could  put  my  finger  on  them  satisfactorily  to  my  own  heart  to  do, 
if  I  had  to  have  some  of  them  put  up  on  a  rope ;  but  that  will  not  do  before  you.  I 
have  got  some  of  them  suspected  very  strongly. 

Question.  What  is  your  suspicion  ? 

Answer.  They  are  men  I  can't  swear  to  before  you.    I  could  not  do  it. 

Qnestion.  Did  you  hit  the  man  whose  head  you  shot  at — the  second  man  you  shot  at? 

Ansicer.  I  understood  from  a  white  man  here  in  Montgomery  that  one  of  them  suf- 
fered a  great  deal  in  his  thigh,  and  another  was  buried  six  weeks  after  I  shot  him. 
That  is  all  I  can  tell  you.  I  tell  you  that  as  I  got  it.  I  didn't  stay  there.  I  shot  him 
deliberately  to  kill  him.    I  would  have  done  it  if  I  could;  as  sure  as  he  shot  to  kill  me. 

Quistifm.  Who  was  tbis  man  that  was  buried  ? 
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Answer.  I  can't  tell  yon  now ;  if  I  did,  I  conldn't  provo  it.  It  is  all  hearsay.  I  don't 
tell  one  thin^  I  can't  come  up  to.    I  conld  tell  exactly  who  I  heard  it  was. 

Question.  Who  did  you  hear  was  buried  six  weeks  iifter  that  f 

Answer*  I  heard  that  Dudley  Hart  was.  He  left  Marengo  County  to  come  to  mr 
county  to  kill  me.  I  am  noways  backward  to  tell  you  names.  I  will  t«ll  yon  anything 
I  know,  but  I  hate  to  tell  anything  I  can't  swear  to.  The  probate  jad^e  of  ths  county 
told  me  that — ^Mr.  James  Abrahams ;  six  weeks  after  that  he  was  buried ,  he  told  me 
here  in  Montgomery  that  he  understood  that  Dudley  Hart  was  buried.  I  will  give 
you  the  man's  house  where  he  was  carried  to  and  lodged  ou  the  night  I  shot  him^ 

QuestUm,  That  is  what  I  want  to  know. 

Answer,  I  am  not  ashamed  to  tell  you  what  I  know  of  these  things. 

Question.'  I  do  not  say  yon  are.    The  probate  Jad^e  told  you  Dudley  Hart  was  buried  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  believe  he  was  the  man  I  shot 

Question.  Whose  house  was  he  buried  from  f 

Answer.  If  you  want  the  circuit  clerk's  name  right  beside  that  man's  name,  I  can  give 
Tou  that.  This  Mr.  Daniel  Price  told  me  the  same  night  out  of  his  own  mouth  here  in 
Montgomery.    I  have  that  from  two  white  men's  mouths. 

Question.  At  whose  house  was  he  buried  ?  , 

Anstcer.  He  was  carried  to  I.  Jim  Lee's  house,  four  miles  from  the  oonrt-house — ^m 
Livingston  down  the  Moscow  road,  if  it  is  neoessary  to  put  down  the  whole  tiling.  I 
know  every  one  of  them.  I  have  work^  for  every  one  of  them.  He  was  carrietl  there 
and  kept  until  he  died.  He  was  taken  away  in  the  night  and  buried.  That  was  Dudley 
Hart.  This  man  I  shot  was  said  to  be  shot  in  the  faoe.  I  don't  know  anything  abonl 
Mm  at  all.    I  could  not  keep  up  with  hinu 

Question.  These  friends  of  yours  could  not  find  out  about  him  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  n*t  as  close  as  tliey  could  with  Dudley  Hart.  The  doctors  had  to 
attend  him  so  close  that  they  found  out.  Mr.  Price  told  me  about  that.  They  hid 
this  other  case  up  so  they  could  not  find  out,  but  Dudley  Hart's  case  got  out.  If  yoa 
want  what  Mr.  Abrahams  told  me,  I  can  give  you  something  else. 

Question.  We  want  that. 

Anstcer.  Mr.  Abrahams  told  me  he  heard  from  the  daughter  of  a  man  that  was 
attending  on  these  same  men,  or  staying  there ;  his  daughter  told  some  other  young 
lady — mind  von,  that's  the  way  it  come  out ;  but  I  don't  know  as  then*  is  any  nee4l  for 
that  in  at  all.  It  slipped  out  from  two  young  white  ladies,  but  I  don't  know  that  it 
was  necessary  to  say  anything  about  it  hero.  The  daughter  of  one  of  the  men  waiting 
on  this  man  that  was  shot  (Hart)  told  another  lady,  and  so  Mr.  Abrahams  got  it.  1 
tell  you  that,  so  that  if  you  get  hold  of  it  at  any  time  yon  need  not  be  bothered  at  all. 
Mr.  Abrahams  said  he  has  it  from  the  young  lady,  who  said  Hart  was  in  the  house. 
She  told  her  father ;  that  is,  the  young  lady  that  told  her  father  told  it,  and  so  it  went 
on.  Mr.  Abrahams  told  me  that  at  the  Exchange  on  the  comer,  and  I  will  swear  it 
before  the  God  that  made  us  all.  This  was  a  few  months  after  the  whole  thing  hai>- 
pened. 

By *the  Chairman: 

Question.  Was  there  anybody  proeecated  for  shooting  your  son  or  yourself  f 

AJiswer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  anybody  ever  prosecuted  for  the  shooting  of  Richard  Burke  t 

Answer.  No,  sir.  If  there  were  I  don't  know  it.  It  all  nappened  since  I  left,  if  any- 
thing of  the  kind  was  done. 

Question.  Was  anybody  ever  prosecuted  for  shooting  this  man  in  the  swamp  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  spoke  about  eight  or  nine  men  that  were  killed  before  you  were  shot  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  dead  before  I  was  shot. 

Question.  Was  anybody  ever  prosecuted  in  your  county  for  shooting  them  f 

Aimcer.  Jerry  Clark,  if  you  want  me  to  give  him  now 

Question.  1  want  you  to  answer  that  question.  Was  anybody  ever  prosecuted  and 
convicted  for  shooting  these  men  t 

Answer.  I  want  to  toll  yoo.  Jerry  Clark  was  the  first  man  shot,  after  the  session,  by 
a  young  man  named  Prater.    Prater  was  put  in  Jail,  and  kept  there  several  monthSi 

Questum.  Was  Prater  a  white  manf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  shot  Jerry  Clark  going  fh)m  his  tan-yard  one  evening,  where 
he  had  been  grinding  bark.  He  shot  him  three  times  from  his  mule.  He  fm  dead. 
That  is  the  evidence  of  a  wofnan  in  court.  Prater  was  put  in  Jail  and  kept  th^:e  for 
seversd  months,  and  one  night  a  mob  came  and  took  I^ter  out,  when  I  was  in  Mont- 
gomery. 

QuesUon.  Prater  was  released  f 

ji««ioer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  has  gone. 

Q^tion.  Was  he  never  brought  back  t 

AiLswer.  Never. 

Qxte^tion.  Were  these  eight  or  nine  men,  who  yon  say  were  shot,  all  oolo|ed  menf 
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JfiMMT.  Tea,  sir. 

Qu€9tion,  What  were  the  offenses  alleged  a^inst  these  menf 

Anmver,  I  never  heard  one  single  thing  against  them.  That  man  Jerry  was  one  in 
tbeiist  class. 

Question,  Did  he  vote  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Answer,  He  did,  and  told  these  men  so  that  shot  him  that  evening.  The  man  ashed 
him,  "Are  yon  a  damned  radical  f '  He  replied,  "  Yes.  I  am  not  a  damned  radical,  but 
lam  a  radical,  and  expect  to -die  that;*'  and  the  man  says,  "  I  am  going  to  kill  you 
damned  radicals,''  and  snot  him  three  times.    That  is  the  evidence  of  the  woman. 

Quettion,  Were  these  other  colored  men,  who  were  shot  as  you  have  described,  re- 
pablicans  ? 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  can  swear  to  four  of  them  voting  the  republican  ticket.  What 
was  called  Yankee  Ben,  was  shot.  .  \ 

Question,  Had  any  of  these  colored  men  been  in  the  Union  Army  daring  the  war! 

AMWtr,  I  think  Yankee  Ben  had ;  only  him.  The  others  were  hard-working  men  in 
the  coontry.    One  of  them  was  shot.    They  killed  him  on  his  mole. 

Question,  Has  anybody  been  punished  for  this  shooting? 

Answer.  Not  when  I  was  there. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  since  of  any  one  being  prosecuted? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  because  the  sheriff  came  here  to  see  Governor  Smith  and  Mr.  Dil- 
ler.  The  sheriff  reeiffned  his  office,  and  went  right  away  to  Texas.  That  is  the  man 
I  had  the  quarrel  wi9i.  I  came  this  way,  and  he  w6nt  yon.  That  was  to  keep  iiom 
prosecuting  big  friends  in  the  county 

QuegUon,  Was  he  a  democrat  ? 

Answer,  He  claimed  to  be  a  Union  man,  and  got  the  appointment  of  an  office.    He 
was  not  elected  at  all.    He  got  an  appointment  from  the  govemer.    As  soon  as  this 
developed,  he  put  off  to  Texas.    He  resigned  and  left. 
QuesUon,  Did  he  affiliate  with  the  democrats  in  that  county  ? 

Answer.  I  was  told  by  some  men  he  did.  Doctor  Moore  got  the  appointment  directly 
he  left.    I  have  talked  with  Doctor  Moore  here  since  then. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

QttssUon,  Who  is  Doctor  Moore? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell  you.  I  never  saw  him  until  I  saw  him  in  Montgomery,  since  I 
was  wounded. 

Question,  Is  he  a  radical  ? 

Answer.  He  claims  so,  just  like  the  other  men— just  to  get  a  position.  I  tell  you 
there  are  many  of  them  claim  it,  that  will  not  do  to  depend  on.  I  am  a  man  that 
speaks  square. 

QuestMm.  Where  did  he  come  from  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  is  a  western  man.  I  never  knew  him  until  he  came  here  to  bring 
6ome  prisoners  to  the  penitentiary  this  spring  a  year  ago. 

QuesUon.  You  have  not  much  confidence  in  these  men  who  come  down  here  claiming 
to  be  republicans  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not  much  in  many  of  them— mighty  Jittle  in  any  of  them. 

Question.  They  just  come  down  here  for  office,  you  think? 

Answer,  I  don't  say  northern  men. 

Question.  You  think  they  are  good  men,  all  of  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  don't  trust  all  of  them.  I  pick  them,  wherever  I  try  them,  and  see 
that  they  are  rifi;ht,  and  then  I  am  there.  If  it  is  a  southern  man,  and  he  is  right,  I 
am  there.    That's  my  doctrine.    I  stick  to  the  man  I  see  proves  himself. 

Question,  You  think  the  most  of  these  fellows  are  just  after  office  ? 

Answer.  There  is  a  great  many,  I  think,  in  both  places,  just  after  office.  They  come 
around  colored  men,  talking  about  just  getting  up  an  organization  to  themselves,  and 
Dot  trusting  any  of  the  white  men.  Now,  if  they  do  that,  they  are  a  heap  bigger  fools 
than  I  am.  I  Ueoided  that  point  ri^ht  awa^.  I  am  not  one  who  takes  that  view.  I 
say  the  man  that  helps  me,  I  help  hun,  let  him  come  from  the  south  or  the  north.  If 
he  sticks  to  what  he  promises  to  do,  I  am  his  man ;  but  to  stick  to  a  man  that  tries  to 
make  a  traitor  of  himself  with  me,  and  tries  to  get  me  to  be  used  as  a  tool,  why,  he 
will  find  my  edge  is  going  to  break  off  j  and  if  it  breaks  off  once,  he  never  can  grind 
it  any  more.  I  will  show  you  all,  now,  if  you  have  a  curiosity,  where  I  was  shot 
at.  It  is  no  harm,  [baring  his  leg  and  exhibiting  a  scar.]  There's  where  the  bullet 
^ent  in,  and  it  didn't  come  out  behind. 

By  the  Chairman: 

QuesUon,  Is  the  bullet  there  now  in  the  leg  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  it  will  stay  there  until  God  Almlchty  takes  it  out.  I  had  a 
doctor  fifteen  minutes  probing  to  get  that  out.  The  bcul  went  through  my  child's 
flesh,  too.  My  child  had  to  go  fifteen  miles  to  his  grandfather,  and  I  had  to  suffer  and 
go  ofL   I  had  ta  sacrifice  my  property.    I  had  to  fly  here,  and  yet  I  am  a  republican, 
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and  I  will  die  one.  I  say  the  republican  party  freed  me,  and  I  will  die  on  top  of  it.  I 
don't  care  who  is  pleased.  I  vote  every  time.  I  was  register  of  my  county,  and  my 
master  sent  in  and  lent  me  his  pistols  to  carry  around  my  waist  when  I  was  register, 
to  protect  myself  against  my  enemies.  I  am  a  republican  to-day,  and  if  the  repablican 
party  can't  do  me  any  good,  I  will  never  turn  against  it.  I  can  work  in  the  cotton- 
patch  and  work  at  my  trade,  and  get  along  withont  any  benefit  from  my  party,  and 
BO I  will  stick  to  the  repablican  pany  and  me  in  it. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  Oddher  17, 1871. 

SMI7*H  WATLEY  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman: 

QuesHon,  State  to  the  committee  where  you  are  living  at  this  time. 

Answer,  I  stay  here  at  Montgomery.  I  have  been  here  abont  four  months,  bat  go  to 
my  family  back  and  forth,  anafor  my  crop. 

Question,  Where  did  you  formerly  live  T 

Anstcer.  I  lived  in  Coosa  Countj,  twenty  miles  above  Wetumpka,  at  the  twentieth 
mile-post. 

Question,  How  long  had  you  lived  there  before  the  6th  of  June  last? 

Answer.  About  two  years ;  part  of  the  time  twelve  miles  above  the  place  I  am  living 
now,  above  Allen  Thome's  place,  two  miles  this  side  of  Nixburg,  on  the  old  plank 
road. 

Question.  What  business  were  yoa  employed  in  on  the  6th  of  June  last,  in  Cooea 
County  t 

Answer.  Farming. 

Question.  On  whose  land  f 

Answer.  Allen  Thomas's.    I  rented  from  Allen  Thomas. 

Question.  Proceed  and  state  to  the  committee  what  violence  was  done  to  your  person 
on  or  about  the  6th  of  June  last. 

Answer.  Well,  I  went  to  Nixburg  that  evening,  after  it  got  done  raining.  It  was 
Friday,  in  the  eveninff,  I  went  to  Nixburg.  My  wife  told  me  to  go  and  get  a  good  p^ar 
of  shoes.  I  went  by  Alex.  Smith's,  about  a  mile  from  my  house,  and  he  asked  me  what 
did  I  give  AUen  Thomas  for  that  mule  I  was  riding,  and  I  said,  "  One  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  Christmas."  He  said,  "Smith,  that's  a  good  trade  yon  made,  this  time."  He 
•ays,  "  Who  carried  that  wagon  away  from  your  house,  this  evening  ?"  I  told  him  one 
of  Mr.  Thomas's  black  men,  that  I  wanted  to  buy  the  wagon  of;  1  wanted  to  bny  it, 
but  the  black  man  bought  the  wagon.  Alex.  Smith  asked  nie  ab(>nt  it.  The  next 
thing  he  says,  "  You  know  a  man  in  the  day-time,  but  at  night  you  don't  know  him." 
It  was  abont  sundown,  and  I  went  on  to  Nixburg.  I  said  to  my  wife,  "  Caroline,  what 
do  you  reckon  all  them  men  are  gathering  at  Nixourg  for  f '  She  says,  "  I  don't  know ;  I 
expect  they  are  up  to  some  meanness,  lou  had  better  take  my  son  and  lay  out  to- 
night."   I  said,  "  I  won't  do  it ;"  just  so.    That  is  the  answer  I  gave  her. 

Question.  Dia  yon  notice  many  men  gather  at  Nixburg  ? 

Answer.  I  told  her  about  it.  I  said,  "  What  do  you  reckon  Mr.  Bowen  looked  at  me 
so  under  his  hat — so  ugly  for  f '  She  says.  *'  There's  some  rascaUy  trick  after  yon  by 
the  white  folks,  and  you  take  my  son  and  lay  out  to-night."    I  says,  "  You  have  got  a 

good  pair  of  shoes,  and  don't  want  me  to  sleep  with  you  to-night."    I  said  that  just  for 
evilment.    She  looked  at  the  shoes  and  put  them  on.    She  was  goingj  to  her  dau^k- 
ter's,  and  that  nicht  she  said,  "  You  had  better  go  out  to-night."    I  said,  "  No."    She 
laid  down  before  I  did,  and  in  about  two  hours,  or  three  hour^,  as  near  iis  I  could  tell 
to-day,  they  came  in. 
Question.  Who  did? 

Answer.  The  Ku-Klux.  They  struck  my  dogs,  and  she  jumped,  and  said,  "  La,  Smith, 
here's  the  school  teacher,  Olliver :  here  is  the  Ku-Klux."  I  said,  **>Hu8h."  Ollirer  is 
the  school  teacher.  I  says,  "  Hush,  he'll  kill  you.  I  know  who  it  is,  too.  If  they  get 
in  here,  they  will  kill  you."  She  gets  up  £\pd  puts  on  her  clothes,  and  walks  across  the 
house,  and  takes  me  by  the  left  hand  and  pulls  me  out  of  bed.  I  was  slow  getting  oat 
1  went  to  the  window  and  I  saw  twelve  men  in  the  yard.  I  says,  "  I  can't  whip  all  these 
men."  She  says, "  Don't  open  the  door."  They  were  hauling  at  the  door.  I  went  to 
the  door;  she  kept  hold  of  it,  and  says,  "  Don't  open  it;  don't  open  it."  I  says,"! 
must  open  it.  Don't  you  hear  them  f '  He  says,  **  Open  in  there ;  I  don't  wait ;  all 
my  men  flew  from  hell;  I  am  bound  to  see  you  to-night."  I  said, "  I  had  better  open 
the  door."  She  says,  "  No,  don't  open  it."  I  says  to  her,  "  Open  it."  He  says,  "  Opea 
it,  or  we  will  break  it  down  and  kill  you."  I  says,  "  I  must  open  it."  She  says,  **  Ifo, 
don't  open  it."  He  says,  **  We  come  here ;  we  didn't  ride  ;  we  didn't  walk  ;  our  men  fus^ 
'  from  hell,  and  are  bound  to  see  you  to-night."    She  hung  to  me,  and  I  threw  her  away. 
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and  opened  the  door,  and  Olllver  gathered  me  on  the  right  arm,  and  Doctor  McCler- 
nand  on  this  other  arm,  and  Joe  Leonard  catched  me  in  the  breast,  and  the  next  man, 
I  don't  know  who  he  was ;  and  after  he  turned  me  loose,  Joe  Leonard  had  a  rock  and 
struck  me  on  the  head,  bat  he  didn't  knock  me  down :  they  were  holding  me  up.  They 
took  me  out.  They  made  me  strip  oif  ray  shirt,  and  led  me  outside  of  the  door.  Then 
they  set  in  and  whipped  me.  These  all  went  to  whipping  me  right  off,  all  six  at  once. 
I  took  notice  and  counted  the  men.  Then,  after  Olliver  was  done  whipping,  Joe 
Leonard  took  the  whip  out  of  his  hand  and  whipped  me,  and  that  m^de  seven  men. 
Then  my  wife  went  to  the  horses,  to  see  who  they  were  as  well  as  she  could,  and  she 
saw  two  colored  men.    She  said  one  was  Pomp  Moore,  and  the  other  was  Aleck  Tem- 

Sles.  They  were  not  disguised,  she  said.  I  couldn't  get  there.  She  said  Joe  Thomas 
lowed  a  whistle,  and  made  them  stop  whipping  me  at  the  time  they  were  whipping  me. 

Question,  What  happened  after  that  T 

Answer.  After  that  she  says,  and  her  son  says  the,6ame  thing,  and  swears,  and  her 
daoghter-in-law  swears  she  saw  them.  I  didn't  see  them,  because,  at  the  same  time 
they  whipped  me,  they  had  my  brother-in-law,  and  laid  him  right  down  by  me. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  ? 

Answei\  Jesse  Watson. 

QuesHan.  Was  he  staying  in  your  house  that  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir )  he  was  not  in  my  house,  but  in  a  room  between  him  and  me. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  whipped  f 

Answer.  No ;  they  just  stripped  him  right  beside  me. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  to  him  f 

Answer.  Nothing  but  just  stripped  him.  They  made  him  strip.  This  Foster  Ander- 
son was  one  of  the  men  that  went  to  help  me  hunt  for  my  wife,  and  instead  of  that  she 
was  around  the  horses,  and  I  couldn't  find  her.  There  was  so  many  around  me  I 
couldn't  find  her.  She  run  oflf  to  see  about  the  horses,  and  see  where  they  was.  Jack, 
my  step-son,  says  Mr.  Bowen  was  one  of  the  men. 

Question.  Did  you  count  the  men  that  came  to  your  house  that  night  1 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  counted  sixteen  men  in  my  yard.  I  almost  knowed  the  height  of 
the  men  when  they  went  from  me.    I  knew  them  all  almost. 

Question.  Had  they  any  disguises  on  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Describe  to  the  committee  the  kind  of  disguise  they  wore. 

Answer.  As  near  as  I  could  get  at  them,  they  had  crowns  going  up  from  their  heads 
like  a  crown,  and  they  had  gowns  going  down  like  a  cloak  or  a  sheet.  They  were  not 
Bheets,  but  gowns ;  they  had  sleeves  and  cuffs  to  them,  and  all.    I  noticed  them. 

Question.  Did  they  have  anything  before  their  faces  ?' 

Answer.  Quiver's  came  off.    They  had  the  crowns  coming  down  over,  and  the  mouth 

Sainted,  and  noses  and  eyes,  and  at  the  time  he  was  whipping  me  his  came  loose,  and 
oe  had  to  take  his  place. 

Quefttion.  So  you  could  see  Olliver's  facfe  f 

Answet .  Yes,  sir ;  and  so  I  coidd  sWear  to  him  so  hard.    It  came  loose. 

Question.  Did  they  come  there  on  horseback  f 

Ansxtfer.  Yes,  sir.    I  went  to  where  they* tied  the  horses  next  morning. 

Question.  Were  the  horses  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  had  white  sheets.  She  said  that ;  I  didn't  see  them.  She 
went  close  enough  to  see  what  they  had  on,  but  she  was  afraid  to  go  closer.  John  No- 
lan said  the  horses  was  covered  with  sheets. 

Question.  How  many  licks  did  they  hit  you  f 

Answer.  I  can't  tell ;  they  whipped  me  so  long,  and  so  many  whipped  me,  I  can't  tell. 
They  laid  me  down  right  outside  of  the  steps  at  my  door  and  whipped  me ;  and  they 
took  me  and  my  brother-in-law  outside  on  the  grass  there,  and  whipped  me  some  out 
there,  but  they  didn't  hit  him  a  lick. 

Question.  How  long  were  they  there  f 

Answer.  It  was  an  hour  before  day  when  they  left  my  house,  as  near  as  I  could  tell, 
because  I  never  laid  down  any  more,  because  they  abused  my  back.  They  took  my 
shirt  off. 

Question,  What  did  they  say  they  whipped  you  fort 

Answer,  They  said  it  was  because  I  had  said  the  Ku-Klux  ought  to  be  dead ;  but  I 
said^  a  man  that  burned  up  a  church  ought  to  be  dead,  or  any  one  that  took  a  man  out 
of  his  house  and  whipped  him  ought  to  be  dead. 

Question.  When  did  you  sav  thatf 

Answer.  I  was  a  blacksmith,  and  was  talking  to  some  colored  men  and  white  men, 
but  I  can't  tell  who  told  it. 

Question,  How  Ipng  before  that  time  did  you  sav  it  T 

Answer.  It  was  about  a  week  or  two  weeks  before  that  I  was  talking.  Hysn  I 
^«eked  the  horses  dear  to  Aleck  Smith's  house.  Digmzedby  CjOOQ  Ic 

Qu^ion,  What  did  these  men  tell  you  they  were  whipping  you  for  ?  ^ 

Answer,  They  said  they  were  whipping  me  because  I  said  the  Ku-Elnx  ought  to  be 


1006      CONDITION   OP  APPAIBS  EST  THE   SOUTHERN  STATES. 

dead,  or  men  that  wonld  bnm  up  a  cbtirch,  or  \rhip  a  man.  Then  I  got  a  man  to  m 
-with  me  and  eee  the  hotsea'  tracks  where  they  irere,  and  started  and  went  al(»g.  It 
was  Till  Hardy. 

Question,  What  chnroh  did  yon  refer  to  when  yon  spoh^  to  those  men  about  men  who 
wonld  whip  a  man  or  bum  a  chnroh  ? 

Answer.  It  was  a  Baptist  church  they  burned  up,  in  a  settlement  up  above  me.  Mr. 
Joe  Thomas  was  present  and  heard  it. 

Question.  Heard  you  make  the  remark? 

An9wer.  Yes^  sir ;  Allen  Thomas's  son,  Joe. 

Question,  Tell  about  the  burning  of  that  church. 

Answer.  That  is  another  case.  There  is  a  man  out  of  doors  that  can  tell  about  that, 
and  my  son-in-law  held  the  horse  when  the  church  was  burned.  He  says  he  held  the 
horses,  and  went  with  them  when  they  were  whipping  some  at  Mr.  Willis  Max- 
well's that  night.  Maxwell's  was  where  they  had  most  of  the  whipping  at;  when 
they  burned  that  church,  he  was  holding  tho  horses. 

Question.  How  long  before  you  were  whipped  was  this  church  burned  T 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  in  January,  or  when.  It  was  directly  after  or 
a  little  before  Christmas. 

QuesUon.  Last  Christmas? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  the  6th  of  June  when  they  disturbed  me.  I  heard  of  it,  and 
went  to  Mr.  Thomas,  and  told  him  the  Ku-Klux  would  come  to  my  house;  and  he  said 
no  Ku-Klux  wonld  come  to  my  house  j  and  so  I  made  myself  easy  about  it. 

Question.  When  these  men  were  whipping  you,  did  they  tell  you  they  wonld  teach 
you  to  talk  about  people  burning  the  church  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  said  I  was  the  man  that  said  tho  Ku-Klux  ought  to  be  dead; 
but  what  I  said  was.  an v  roan  that  burned  a  church  ought  to  be  dmd.  They  said 
I  said  Ku-Klnx ;  but  I  didn't  say  them.  They  said  I  was  the  old  devil  that  they  wanted 
to  whip,  because  I  said  the  Kn-Klux  ought  to  be  dead ;  but  I>didnt  say  the  Kn-Klnx. 

Question.  What  did  they  tell  you  they  would  do  to  you  if  ^ou  ever  told  about  this 
whipping? 

Answer,  They  said  they  would  put  a  thousand  balls  in  my  heart,  and  they  pnt  their 
pistols  up  against  my  breast  sure  enon^h,  and  made  me  hold  up  my  hand  and  swear 
that  I  never  would  breathe  it ;  and  I  did  swear  it.  I  held  up  my  hand  before  God  that 
I  wouldn't  breathe  it.  They  made  all  my  folks,  my  brother-in-law  and  all  but  my 
wife,  swear  so ;  they  conld  not  get  hold  of  hor ;  but  all  the  balance  of  them  swore. 

Question.  Swore  that  yon  would  not  tell  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  we  would  never  tell  it;  all  but  my  wife;  they  couldn't  get 
hold  of  her. 

Question,  Did  they  accuse  you  at  the  time  of  being  a  radical  and.  voting  the  radical 
ticket? 

Answer,  Yes.  sir ;  they  knowed  I  was  a  radical. 

Question,  Wnat  aid  tney  say  about  yonr  being  a  radical  ? 

Answer.  They  didn't  say  a  word  about  it.  Now  I  had  been  issuing  tickets  f<Nr  many 
years—ever  since  we  had  been  voting.  I  ^as  the  regular  one  for  giving  oat  tickets. 
They  would  come  down  here  and  get  them  and  send  them  to  my  house. 

Question,  Was  it  generally  known  that  you  were  in  the  habit  of  giving  out  tioketB 
at  the  election  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Had  you  taken  an  active  part  for  the  radical  party  in  that  county  ? 

Answer,  Yes.  sir :  I  was  one  of  the  regular  men  attending  to  that  busineas. 

Question,  What  aid  you  do  after  this  whipping  ? 

Answer.  I  left  there.  They  whipped  me  Friday  night,  and  I  went  and  told  Allen 
Thomas,  and  he  told  me  not  to  leave,  but  finish  my  crop  and  report  them  next  fall, 
when  I  could  report  them  and  leave.  I  said,  '^  No,  they  can't  do  me  any  harm  if  I 
leave  now; "  and  I  took  my  mule  and  came  on  to  Montgomery  Saturday  morning  at 
9  o'clock.  He  took  my  step-son  and  followed  me  down  nere  for  the  mule  to  Mont- 
gomery.   He  made  my  step-son  follow  me. 

QuestiMu  Did  you  leave  any  property  behind  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  all  my  property.  It  is  all  there  now.  I  rented  his  land,  standing 
rent.    I  had  to  give  him  eleven  hundred  pounds  of  lint  cotton  for  twenty-eight  acres* 

Quest/Urn.  Were  yon  able  to  raise  your  crop  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  every  way.  He  plowed  two  or  three.4ays  since  I  left  there,  or 
had  it  done,  and  charged  me  forty  dollars  for  it ;  three  days  and  a  hal£ 

Question,  Who  is  it  that  you  say  knows  about  the  burning  of  this  Baptist  ohurdi? 

Answer,  A  colored  man  out  of  doors  here. 

Question.  What  is  his  name  ?  ^    , 

Answer,  Henry  Qarrett.  He  saw  it  done ;  but  he  has  not  been'baok  and  forward  as 
much  as  I  have.  I  have  been  going  back  and  forward  ever  since^but*  I  have  to  slip 
and  slide.  Digitized  by  CjOOQle 

Ques^4m,  Was  the  church  in  Coosa  County  ?  ^ 


ALABAMA — SUB-COMMITTEE.  1007 

AKSwer,  Tea,  sir ;  near  Socopatoy. 

QuetUan.  Do  yon  know  of  any  other  men  besides  yonrself,  in  Coosa  Comity,  that 
have  been  whipped  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  many  f 

Answer.  Dan  Snshner,  or  Dan  Hurgin.    He  was  whipped. 

Question.  When  was  he  whipped? 

Answer.  A  little  before  I  was ;  a  night  or  two  before  I  was. 

Question.  By  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    Zach  GoldthwaitOi  he  was  whipped. 

Qitestion.  A  short  time  before  yon  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  little  before  I  wao. 

Question.  By  the  Eu-Klax  f 

Ansieer.  Yes,  sir ;  by  Kn-Kloz. 

Question.  Vnio  eloel ' 

Answer.  Diok  Martin. 

Question.  When  was  he  whipped  f 

Answer.  At  the  same  time  Zack  Goldthwaite  was.  That  is  all  I  know  in  Coosa,  the 
settlement  I  live  in.  Old  man  Henry  Garrett  can  tell  you  the  balance  in  his  settle- 
ment. 

QuesHon.  Do  you  know  what  Hurgin,  Garrett,  and  Goldthwaite  were  whipped  for  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  been  watchins  so  I  never  got  there  to  see  them,  to  get  an 
answer  what  it  was  done  for.  You  see  I  have  to  slip  there  back  and  forward  all  the 
time.  • 

(^tesHon.  Did  you  know  any  other  man  in  that  crowd  who  whipped  you  except  those 
whose  names  you  have  given  T 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  only  know  them  that  whipped.  I  didn't  know  anybody  else  but 
them.  I  knowed  them  from  any  of  the  rest,  for  i  have  known  them  for  twenty  years, 
some  of  them.    That  makes  twice  this  Leonard  has  run  afoul  of  me. 

Question.  Has  anylxfd^  been  punished  up  there  for  these  whippings  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  in  the  settlement. 

QmesUon.  Has  anybody  been  indicted  or  prosecuted  for  any  of  these  acts  of  violence? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  nobody  in  the  settlement  at  all  that  I  know  of.  This  Pomp  Moore 
that  held  the  horses,  they  said  they  wanted  him  as  a  witness.  He  didn't  tell  me  he 
held  the  horses,  but  he  told  Henry  Goldthwaite;  but  they  won't  have  that  here,  but 
want  Henry,  and  Henry  Goldthwaite  will  swear  that  he  told  him  he  held  the  horses. 

Question.  Yon  say  you  knew  Olliver  and  MeClemand  and  Jbe  Leonard  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  Foster  Anderson.    I  am  certain  that  they  are  the  men. 

Question.  Did  they  live  in  the  neighborhood  f 

Anstcer.  MeClemand  lives  in  nine  miles;  Joe  Leonard  in  a  mile  and  a  quarter;  and 
this  Foster  Auderson  lives  on  Allen  Thomas's  place,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
across  the  plantation. 

Question.  What  does  Olliver  follow  f 

Answer.  He  is  a  school-teacher. 

Question.  What  is  MeClemand? 

Answer.,  He  has  an  office  and  practices. 

Question.  Joe  Leonard  ? 

Answer.  He  is  a  doctor,  and  practices. 

Question.  What  is  Foster  Anderson  ? 

Answer.  He  is  a  farmer,  working  with  Mr.  Thompson,  the  same  man  I  worked  with. 

Quofiion.  He  is  a  renter  7 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  is  hired  for  standing  wages. 

QuesHon.  Are  these  married  or  single  men  ? 

Anewor.  There  is  Just  one  married  man  in  the  lot;  that  is  MeClemand.  AU  the  rest 
are  sin^e  men. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  When  did  you  say  you  came  down  here? 

Answer.  About  the  6th  of  June,  as  near  as  I  could  get  at  it.  I  then  had  chopped  out 
my  cottxm  the  first  time.  t 

Question.  You  say  yon  did  not  know  Olliver  until  he  took  off  his  marie? 

Answei\  1  knew  his  voice  before  I  opened  the  door.  He  didn't  take  it  oil' ;  it  came 
off  when  he  was  whipping  me. 

Quezon,  You  knew  him  before? 

Anetcer.  Yes,  sir ;  before  I  opened  the  door.  I  knew  his  voice.  That's  the  reason  I 
opened  the  door. 

QmesUon.  Who  is  Joe  Thomas? 

Anstcer.  Allen  Thomas's  son—the  man  I  rented  of.    I  rent  from  his  father.        . 

Queotiofi.  You  say  he  bio  wed  a  whistle  to  make  them  stop?  OOQlC 
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Annver.  Yes,  sir ;  my  wife  says  so,  and  my  step-son  and  my  daughter-in-law  says  so 
but  I  didn't  hear  it.    They  were  whipping  me  so  I  couldn't  tell  anything  about  it. 

Question,  Was  he  with  them  then  ? 

Anetcer,  Yes,  sir.  My  wife  and  them  swore  they  knew  almost  all  of  the  men  tiiai 
were  there.    They  said  there  were  five  men  at  my  son's  house  and  one  np  in  the  road. 

Question.^  You  did  not  see  them  f 

Anstcer.  No.  I  was  down  at  the  house.  I  couldn't  get  away  from  there.  They  said 
this  Mr.  Bowen  was  up  there  in  the  road,  and  they  said  he  hollered  Judgment  at  the 
time  they  were  whipping  me.  Ho  hollered  judgment  all  the  time  they  were  whipping 
me. 

Question,  Who  is  John  Nolan  T 

An9wc7\  He  is  a  white  man  that  lives  adjoining  me,  and  he  saw  them  when  they 
passed  his  house  ^oing  to  my  house.    He  is  a  poor  fellow ;  he  lives  adjoining  me. 

Question,  Who  is  Aleck  Smith  f 

Answer.  He  is  dead  now.  Adam  Freeman  says  he  saw  them  that  night  at  10  o'clock, 
at  Nixburg,  when  they  passed  there,  and  he  says  he  saw  Walker  Walden's  horse  tied 
under  a  tree  this  side  of  Nixburg. 

Question,  You  say  Joe  Thomas  was  present  when  they  bnmed  the  church  f 

Anstoer,  No,  sir  ;*  he  was  p/esent  when  they  whipped  me.  There  is  another  set  did 
that.  This  Lock  Smith  was  with  Walker  Walden  when  they  were  going  to  Nixbur^r 
that  night  at  10  o'clock.  He  said  he  followed  them  up  to  near  about  Nixburg,  to  see 
what  they  were  goin^r  to  do.  He  said  they  were  going  after  him ;  he  was  going  to  leave 
bis  wagon  and  run  off. 

Question.  You  say  you  followed  the  horse-tracks  ?  • 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  far  did  you  follow  them  t 

Answ€i\  I  followed  them  from  my  house  np  to  Aleck  Smith's  house,  and  went  right 
to  Aleck  Smith's  house,  and  this  Olfiver  was  looking  at  me  all  the  time.  He  was  going 
to  saddle  his  horse  up,  and  quit  saddling  him,  because  I  was  following  him.  I  followed 
near  to  Aleck  Smith's  house.  • 

Question,  Who  is  he  t 

Answer,  He  is  dead.  He  lived  right  in  the  settlement.  Olliver  boarded  at  Aleck 
Smithes  house. 

Question,  You  say.  Aleck  Smith  is  dead  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  dead  now.  1  got  this  Till  Hardy  to  go  with  me  and  examine 
the  horses'  tracks,  and  see  where  the  tracks  went  to.  I  thought  that  sure  somebody  would 
go  with  me  to  see  where  they  came  from.  I  went  to  a  hollow  log,  and  I  thought  the 
disguised  clothes  were  there,  but  they  were  not  there.  I  searched  a  chestnut  log,  but 
they  were  not  there. 

Question,  Did  ypu  follow  further  than  Aleck  Smith's  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  Just  right  at  the  house,  and  I  quit  then,  and  went  back,  and 
got  Till  Hardy,  and  took  the  track  from  his  house  way  down  to  the  branch. 

Question,  Did  you  examine  the  track  f 

Answer,  I  didn't  see  but  one  mule-track  in  the  crowd. 

Question,  Have  any  of  these  men  been  arrested  for  this  transaction  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  had  them  fetched  here,  but  they  turned  them  all  loose. 

Question,  You  had  them  fetched  here  T 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir ;  but  they  turned  them  all  loose.  Judge  Minnis  said  he  thought 
some  of  the  men  were  the  men  I  swore  to ;  but  they  turned  ^  them  all  loose,  and  they 
went  back  home. 

Question,  Who  turned  them  loose  ? 

Answer,  1  don't  know  what  party  turned  them  loose.  I  don't  know  no  more  than  a 
stranger,  but  I  had.  them  all  brung  here.  I  had  a  warrant,  and  iiad  the  last  one  bmng 
here. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  before  what  Judge  they  were  carried  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  ? 

Answer,  Mr.  Patrick,  I  think,  that  sits  in  this  room. 

py  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  The  United  States  commissioner  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  men  did  you  have  brought  up  here  t 

Answer.  Mr.  McClcrnand,  Joe  Leonard,  and  Foster  Anderson,  and  Olliver,  and  Pomp 
Moore.  I  had  them  brung  np  here. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Where  is  Pomp  Moore  now  t 

Answer.  He  is  at  home--lie  was  the  day  I  was  there.  I  didn't  see  him,  but  I  lieai^  be 
was  homo.  ^  ^ 
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By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Questian.  Were  you  preseut  when  the  commissioDer  examiDed  them  f 
Aiuicer.  Yes,  sir. 

^ettion.  Did  you  swear  iu  the  case  f 
Amwer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  swore  to  the  men. 

Qutstion.  Did  you  sweai*  to  all  the  facts  you  have  been  swearing  to  here  'to-day  T 
An»wer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  your  wife  here  t  . 

•    Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  she  swear  also  f 

Answer.  She  didn't  swear  to  all  that.    I  wouldn't  let  her  swear  to  Pomp  holding 
the  horses,  for  fear  she  might  be  wrong,  and  she  has  never  been  back  since.    That  is 
the  reason  I  wouldn't  let  her  swear,  for  ff;ar  she  might  be  wrong ;  but  she  swore  to  thtr 
caae. 
Question.  Were  there  any  other  witnesses  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  my  step-daughter,  and  brother-in-laW,  and  step-son. 
Question.  What  did  the  other  party  prove  ? 

Anstoer,  Some  said  they  were  at  Nixbnrg  at  10  o'clock.  Mr.  OUiver  said  he  was  nt 
Xixbarg  at  10  o'clock,  and  got  druuk  and  went  home.  That  is  his  evidence.  Mr.  Leon- 
ard said  he  went  home  at  11  o'clock,  and  laid  down  at  11  o'clock  on  the  bed,  and  read 
bis  doctor>book  until  such  a  time.  Mr.  McClemand  was  at  home,  and  the  colored  man 
said  he  staid  out  on  the  porch  to  lot  Mr.  McCleruand  sleep ;  but  still  be  went  off  home 
to  sec  his  child,  but  ho  staid  on  the  porch  until  McClemand  got  his  sleep.  But  they 
all  were  out  that  night,  and  with  that  evidence  they  turned  them  all  loose. 
Question.  They  all  proved  they  were  not  there ;  was  that  it  ? 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir ;  tney  all  proved  it.    Those  witnesses  came  here  and  proved  it,  but 
the  party  was  at  my  house— part  of  them  men  were  there :  but  I  would  not  put  it  in 
coort,    I  saw  they  wouldn't  give  me  no  justice.    I  thought  I  would  turn  it  loose  and. 
let  it  go,  for  I  wouldn't  get  justice. 
Question.  Is  not  the  commissioner  here  a  republican  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;   but  I  saw  I  had  no  justice  nowhere.    I  couldn't  read  or  write. 
Judge  Miiinis  said  I  didn't  have  justice. 
Question.  Would  he  not  give  you  justice  because  you  could  not  read  or  write? 
Avsicer.  I  just  'lowed  that  they  made  out  I  didn't  know  the  men  that  whipped  me  ; 
bat  I  knew  them.    I  told  them  to  their  face.    I  didn't  have  no  mealy-mouth  about  it. 
Question.  May  you  not  have  been  mistaken  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  know  the  men  that  whipped  me.  I  didn't  make  any  mistake.  1 
koew  the  men.  I  don't  make  no  mistake  in  anything  I  do,  because  I  have  known  some 
of  them  twenty  year's.  I  have  known  Joe  Leonard  twenty-two  years.  I  knew  Foster 
Anderson  seven  or  eight  years.  That*s  the  reason  I  know  there  is  no  mistake  in  it. 
My  people  didn't  put  the  evidence  in,  because  they  saw  there  was  no  justice,  and  there 
was  no  use.  Wo  didn't  get  justice,  and  thought  we  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
Bat  I  suppose  it  will  come  up  a^ain,  and  we  will  have  to  stand  it. 
Question.  It  will  come  up  agam  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  had  to  stay  at  home  to  get  my  crop.    I  had  to  go  to  see  my  crop 
gathered,  and  it  was  done  on  account  that  I  would  vote  that  ticket.    I  know  it  was 
done  to  get  me  out  of  the  way. 
Question,  How  do  you  know  f 

Anstcer.  Because  I  had  been  the  main  man,  running  \vith  tickets  all  the  time.    The 
sheriff  would  give  them  out,  and  the  solicitor  would  give  them  out.    They  sent  them 
to  me. 
Question.  What  sort  of  a  man  is  Alien  Thomas  ? 


body  ImmI  it  done,  because  his  son  was  there.  He  rented  me  the  land,  and  I  was  work- 
ing prettj'  faithfully  for  him.  I  made  him  a  good  crop  the  year  before  that— eleven 
bales  of  cotton,  which  weighed  550  pounds  all  around,  and  I  got  $100,  and  half  of  it 
was  mine ;  and  500  bushels  of  corn  ;  and  then  I  bought  from  nim.  I  bought  a  mule 
A-om  him.  Me  and  him  never  has  no  difficulty  at  ail.  I  say  thut  about  Mr.  Thomas. 
AH  that  is  in  it  was,  he  charged  me  $40  for  three  days'  plowing. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  17, 1871. 
HENRY  GILES  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 
QuefUon.  Are  you  over  called  Garrett  f  Digitized  by  vjOOQIC 

Anmcer.  No,  sir ;  not  now.    I  went  by  that  naine  when  I  first  registered.  ^ 
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Question.  Where  do  you  live  now  t 

Jimcer.  Here  in  Montgomery,' since  Cliristmas.  I  could  not  go  back  home  to  see  my 
folks. 

Question,  Where  did  you  live  before  Christmas  last  f 
^w»M?f»\  In  Nixburg  beat. 
iQuestion,  In  -what  county  is  that  f 
.3)i8icer.  Coosa. 

.  Question.  How  long  did  you  live  in  that  county  ? 
.Jiiwjcer.  Near  about  twenty  years. '  .        • 

Question.  Were  you  a  deacon  of  a  colored  Baptist  church  in  Nixburg  beat  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Tell  the  committee  what  you  know  about  the  burning  of  that  church— 
'when  and  how  it  happened,  and  who  did  it. 

Answers  I  will,  as  near  as  I  can.    They  said  we  were  too  strong  republicans. 

Question.  Who  said  that  t 

Answer.  Jesse  Thomas  and  all  them  white  men  in  the  beat;  that  was  the  word  that 
they  sent  to  me.  Jerry  Webb  said,  about  two  months  before  they  burned  the  church, 
**  I  know  the  men  that  is  going  to  bum  down  this  church,  but  no  man  can  make  me 
telK" 

Question.  Who  did  he  tell  that  to  f 

Answer.  To  the  whole  crowd,  on  Sunday,  two  months  before  it  was  burned. 

Question.  That  be  knew  who  was  going  to  bum  it  down  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  that  nobody  could  make  him  tell. 

Question.  How  long  had  the  church  been  built  ? 

Answer.  Better  than  a  year,  1  think. 

Question,  Who  built  it  t 

Anstver.  We  all  built  it. 

Question.  Was  it  a  colored  church  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  the  colored  people  built  it. 

Question.  Go  on  and  state  the  particulars  of  its  being  burned  down. 

Ansioer.  Sam  Maxwell,  when  we  first  began  to  meet  there  Sundays,  said  we  should 
not  have  meeting  there.  It  was  dangerous,  because  of  the  threats ;  they  would  take  us 
some  nights  when  we  couldn't  tell ;  that  the  Ku-Klux  would  come  there*,  and  kill  uaall 
some  of  these  nights,  and  we  would  have  no  warning  of  it.  Then  from  that  there  was 
a  general  report  all  the  time — we  might  expect  that  these  Khi-KIux  would  come,  hut 
we  didn't  know  when  they  would  come.  "  But  you,  Henry  Giles,  w^e  intend  to  give 
you  more  particular  than  the  rest."  That  was  the  understanding  that  come  to  me,  be- 
cause I  was  head  deacon  of  the  church,  that  they  intended  to  get  me,  and  to  hnrn  me 
up  in  the  church. 

Question.  Go  on  and  stat'O  what  took  place  about  the  burning  of  the  church. 

Answer.  They  said,  "  We  ain't  got  nothing  against  you,  only  you  all  are  too  strong 
republicans" — that  is  the'great  misfortune  wc  have  at  that  beat — "and  we  intend  to 
break  up  this  arrangement  of  the  republicans  in  Coosa  County." 

Question.  Who  said  that  t 

Answer.  That  was  general  report  with  all  the  colored  population  whenever  they  get 
them.    We  run  a  mighty  risk  when  we  were  going  to  Nixburg  to  the  polls  to  vote. 

Question.  What  day  was  that  ? 

Answer.  The  dav  of  the  election. 

Question.  Last^all? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  kind  of  risk  did  you  run  t 

Answer,  Why  we  expected  some  of  us  to  get  killed  on  the  way. 

Question.  Did  anybody  threaten  you  t 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir ;  all  the  time  before  the  election  and  after  the  election. 

Question.  What  kind  of  threats  ? 

Answer.  Because  we  voted  the  republican  ticket. 

Question.  Were  these  threats  against  all  the  colored  people  there  f 

An^er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  all  vote  the  republican  ticket  that  went  to  the  polls  ? 

Answer.  Yea,  sir;  all  vote<l  it  when  I  was  there,  but  I  didn't  stay  long,  and  the  crowd 
that  went  with  me  came  away ;  they  were  uneasy  anyhow. 

Question.  Did  the  white  men  say  anything  to  you  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  the  white  party  was  far  a  fuss  with  the  colored  party,  and  we  didn't 
stay  more  than  half  an  hour  after  we  voted.    We  left  as  quick  as  possible. 

Question,  Was  that  last  fall  f 

Ansxccr.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Wnen  was  this  church  burned  ? 

Answer.  The  Ist  of  January ;  it  was  the  last  Saturday  night  in  the  Christmas ;  that 
was  the  the  Ist  of  January,  1  think.    Christmas  came  on  Sunday,  and  the  next  Satur- 
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day  night  it  was  burned  down,  and  Sunday  night  I  came  down  here,  and  I  haven't 
been  back  there  since. 

Question,  Did  you  see  the  church  burning  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  far  did  you  live  £h>m  the  church  t 

Ansteer.  I  reckon  about  five  hundred  yards.    I  saw  them  when  they  set  fire  to  it. 

Question.  How  many  men  did  yon  see  at  the  church  ? 

Aimcer.  It  appeared  to  me  like  it  was  about  sisteen.  I  was  close  to  them,  but  I  had 
to  hide  down  pretty  close ;  but  I  saw  them. 

Question,  Had  they  disguises  on  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  all  or  them  were  disguised  men. 

Question.  Did  they  go  there  on  foot  or  on  horseback  f 

Answer.  On  horses. 

QujestUm.  Did  you  know  any  of  them  T 

Anmer.  No^  sir;  I  djdn't  know  any  of  them. 

Questioiu  Did  you  know  any  of  the  horses  t 

Ans\cer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  dressed  with  white  on  them. 

Question,  Were  their  horses  disguised  also  T 

Anstc^sr.  Yes,  sir ;  the  horses  were  disguised. 

Question,  At  what  time  of  night  was  that  f 

Answer,  About  11  o'clock. 

Question.  That  was  Saturday  night  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Ben  Eenshaw  was  shot  at  the  church  jnst  before  they  burned  the 
church  down. 

Question.  Who  was  het  • 

Answer,  He  lived  on  Maxwell's  place,  close  by  the  church. 

Question,  Was  ho  a  colored  man  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  killed  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Where  did  they  shoot  him,  out  of  doors  or  in  his  house  T 

Answer.  Out  of  doors. 

Question.  What  was  he  doing  f 

Answer.  They  wanted  to  carry  him  alongto  the  church  to  help  set  fire  to  it,  and  he 
tKdn't  want  to  go,  and  they  shot  at  him.    The  doctors  took  out  of  him  some  shots. 

Question.  What  sort  of  shot  f 

Anstcer.  Squirrel-shot.    He  showed  me  two  that  they  took  out. 

Question,  i  on  say  they  wanted  him  to  go  along  with  them  and  help  them  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  he  refused  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  he  attempted  to  make  his  escape,  and  they  fired  at  him  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  commit  any  other  mischief  that  night  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  whipped  Wiley  Williams, 

Question,  Who  was  he  t 

Answer,  Wiley  Williams  was  a  colored  man. 

Question,  What  was  he  whipped  for  f 

Answer.  Because  he  voted  tne  republican  ticket. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  him  that  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that's  what  he  said. 

QuesUon,  How  many  licks  did  they  strike  him  f 

Answer.  1  don't  know  how  many. 

Question.  Was  he  hurt  much  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    And  Aleck  Sheely,  they  whipped  him  too. 

Question,  Was  that  the  same  night  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  was  he  t 

Answer.  He  was  over  in  Tallapoosa  County.    Yon  see  Tallapoosa  and  Coosa  joins. 

Question.  Did  they  go  to  his  cabin  f 

Anstte,'.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  call  him  out  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  far  was  that  from  the  church  f 

Answer,  I  reckon  about  three  miles. 

Question.  How  far  was  Williams's  cabin  from  the  church  f 

AnsUfer.  It  was  about  three  miles.    They  both  lived  in  the  same  place. 

QuestUm.  Did  these  men  do  any  other  mischief  f  (^ r\r^ri\r> 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    Big  Maxwell,  they  whipped  him.      *  Digitized  by  VjOOQ  Lc 

Question,  Whore  did  he  live  f 
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Anmoer,  He  lived  on  Willie  Maxwell's  place. 

Question,  What  was  he  whipped  for  ? 

ATisicer,  Becanse  he  voted. 

Question.  Did  he  vote  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that's  what  he  said. 

Question,  Did  they  tell  him  that  was  what  they  were  whipping  him  foi  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that's  what  they  all  said. 

Question,  Did  they  whip  anybody  olse  that  night  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  Green  Sturdeway.  He  went  by  his  old  master's  name.  Hid  old 
master  was  a  preacher.    They  whipped  him. 

Question.  Did  he  live  near  Wiley  Williams  and  Alexander  Sheely  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  all  lived  in  the  same  beat  pretty  much;  not  far  apart. 

Question.  What  was  he  whipped  for  ? 

Answer,  Because  he  voted. 

Question.  Was  any  other  one  whipped  ? 

Ansicer,  Little  Bill  Maxwell.  Ho  was  not  whipped,  but  he  was  knowing  of  Frank 
being  with  the  Ku-Klux  that  niffht.  little  Bill  was  knowing  that  Frank  was  withtbe 
Ku-Klux.  The  next  morning  when  he  came  in  with  the  disguised  clothes  on,  ho  took 
the  gun  and  was  going  to  kill  Frank,  when  his  father  took  it  out  of  his  hand.  Charley 
Mosely  said  he  knew  four  of  the  Ku-Klux,  but  he  couldn't  tell  without  he  had 
backers. 

Question.  Was  there  anybody  else  whipped  excei)t  those  you  have  named  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  Jerry  Webb  was  whipped. 

Question.  Where  did  Jerry  Webb  live  t 

Answer.  Right  there  at  Allen  Maxw^U's. 

Question,  Was  he  whipped  the  same  night  ?  ~  ' 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  was  he  whipped  for? 

Answer.  Because  he  voted. 

Question.  Did  all  of  these  colored  men  that  were  whipped  vote  the  republicaD 
ticket  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  that's  what  they  said. 

Question.  You  say  they  were  whipped  by  these  Ku-Klux  because  they  voted  that 
ticket? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  we  all  went  to  Nixburg  and  voted  together. 

Question.  You  say  they  voted  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  went  up^to  the  polls  with.  them. 

Question,  Were  they  all  wliipped  the  same  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question,  And  that  night  was  the  same  night  that  the  church  was  burned  ? 

Answe}',  Yes.  sir. 

Question,  And  that,  you  think,  was  the  1st  of  January  last  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  any  others  whipped  that  night? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  some  more ;  but  I  don't  know  them  like  these  witnesses  do.  They 
live  far  ofi';  th^y  went  further  on. 

Question.  You  understood  that  the  Ku-Klux  party  went  further  up  the  road  and 
whipped  others  ? 

Answei'.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  you  cannot  tell  who  they  were  ?    , 

Answer.  They  went  on  until  day,  I  understood  by  good  authority,  but  I  couldn't  tell 
the  rest  of  th^m. 

Question.  Did  all  these  men  you  have  named  as  being  whipped  live  in  Coosa  County  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  right  close  around  me. 

Question.  Did  they  stay  there,  after  they  were  whipped,  or  leave  ? 

Answer,  Some  of  them  came  down  hero  and  staid  part  of  the  time,  and  some  of 
them  went  back.  Some  went  back  not  loug  ago.  They  said  the  rest  might  go  back, 
but  I  must  not  go  back,  because  death  would  be  my  portion. 

Question.  Are  you  afraid  to  return  ? 

Answer.  Yes;  unless  there  is  a  better  arrangement. 

Question,  Did  you  leave  any  property  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  my  family;  niy  wife  and  seven  children  in  the  family. 

Question.  And  you  are  afraid  to  go  back  and  live  with  your  family  for  fear  that  these 
Ku-Klux  will  molest  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Here  is  a  letter  I  have  received  from  my  wife.  FExhibitiug  a 
letter.  1 

Question.  Y'ou  say  they  have  made  threats  that  they  would  kill  you  if  you  wrcuJ 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir ;  that's  the  fair  understanding.  Digitized  by  VjOOglC 

Quetition.  You  have  been  working  here  ? 
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Anmer.  Yc5e,  sir ;  they  stripped  me  of  everything  since  I  came  here. 

Qu&tion.  Who  stripped  you  of  your  property  f 

Annnr.  1  couldn't  tell.    My  wife  said  they  just  took  everything. 

Qu&tihn.  Vvliat  property  did  they  take  ? 

Justrtr.  They  took  a  cow  and  calf  from  me,  and  my  com  and  my  meat  I  bad  there— 
a  piece— and  all. 

Quatlon,  How  was  it  taken ",  was  it  generally  stolen  after  night  from  the  place,  or  in 
what  way  was  it  taken  T 

AMica-,  She  said  it  was  taken.in  the  day-time.   She  sent  me  word  so. 

(^ention.  Did  she  know  who  took  it  I 

Jiwifcr.  Yes,  sir. 

Qu($tio».  Were  they  neighbors  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  tlie  neighbors  are  not  close  by. 

Que$tioiu  On  what  ground  did  they  take  them  f 

Anwer,  I  don't  know.  They  had  no  fear,  because  they  bad  run  me  off,  and  they  took 
it  w  they  pleased.  I  don't  know  the  men  that  took  them  from  me.  They  did  it  be- 
cause I  was  too  strong  a  republican,  and  they  would  do  anything  to  injure  me. 

QuesHoiL  Did  any  white  men  ever  tell  you  that  t 

AMiter.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  gathered  that  from  others  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  got  the  report.  They  wouldn't  tell  me  themselves,  but  I  got  the 
leport  of  what  they  intended  to  do  with  me,  gentlemen. 

(Jtiestion.  Who  would  bring  you  that  word ;  whit«  men  or  color^  men  T 

AnsKcr.  Charley  Carter  fetched  that  word  to  me  the  last  morning— Sunday  morning — 
thai  Jesse  Thomas  said  he  couldn't'  get  me  on  Saturday  night,  but  intended  to  get  me 
the  coining  week.    He  was  the  head  of  the  Ku-Klux  banoT 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 
Question,  Do  you  know  who  took  your -cow  f 
i»«r«'.  Yes,  sir. 
QuestioH.  Whof 

Answer,  Mr.  Maxwell  is  got  my  cow,  so  I  understood.  He  lives  about  a  mile  from 
where  I  live. 

By  Mr.  Buckley^ 
(Iwstion.  Did  you  rent  land  from  him  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  worked  with  Mr.  Ezra  Pinson.  I  have  been  working  his  land  for 
three  years.  ^ 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qvestion.  How  do  yon  know  that  Mr.  Maxwell  has  your  cow  t 

An$wer,  That's  the  word  ray  wife  sent  me,  and  I  have  two  reports  that  he  got  the 
eow. 

Question.  DM  you  owe  liim  anything  T 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  couldn't  tell  what  terms.  I  couldn't  co  back  to  fix  up  nothing. 
That  is  the  word  she  sent  me.  I  had  ta.leave  my  business  all  undone,  and  run  away  to 
nmkc  my  escape.   I  had  no  clothes  to  take. 

Question.  Who  is  Sam  Maxwell? 

Awncer,  A  colored  man  living  at  Allen  Maxwell's. 

Question.  Who  has  your  other  property  f 

Answer.  I  couldn't  tell  who  pot  my  other  property.  It  is  just  scattered,  so  I  under- 
staud.  My  wife  had  jnst  to  hide  the  children  out,  and  do  about  some  way  or  another 
to  keep  them  fromperishing. 

Question.  Have  any  of  the  other  people  got  any  of  your  property  besides  Mr.  Max- 
well? 

Answer,  Not  as  I  know.  I  couldn't  tell.  I  hadn't  seen  her.  She  hasn't  been  here  to 
tell  me  the  particulars,  and  1  couldn't  tell. 

Question,  What  other  property  have  you  lost  f 

Answer.  They  took  all  my  meat  and  all  my  com ;  I  didn't  have  any  horse. 

Question.  Did  she  not  tell  you  who  took  your  meatf 

Answer,  She  didn't  tell  me,  but  I  understood  that  Dave  Henley  took  the  meat.  Ho 
lived  close  by. 

Question.  A  colored  man  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  a  white  man ;  but  I  couldn't  tell  you  how  it  was  doue.    The  thincs . 
are  ill  Rcattcrod  from  east  to  west.   They  even  took  the  church  papers  out  of  the  tnmk 
I  had  there,  and  all  the  wine,  and  all  the  bottles,  and  the  tumblers,  and  everything. 
They  took  tliem  all  out. 

Question.  Who  did  that  T  CZr\r\cih> 

Answer,  Joe  Henderson  ;  that's  what*!  understood.  I  couldn't  go  batfe  w^^^lseo 
huw  it  was.     They  were  afraid  to  send  me  any  word,  it  looked  like,  and  everything 
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lias  been  open  so  ever  since  Christmas.  I  couldn't  get  back  to  see  my  little  children, 
or  make  no  arrangement  no  way. 

(Question,  Did  these  people  come  to  your  house  the  night  the  church  was  burned ! 

Answer,  Ycs^  sir ;  one  man  came  to  the  gate,  but  didn't  come  iu  that  time,  bat  he 
came  there  before  that,  before  the  church  was  burned.  That  was  about  a  month.  lie 
came  before  they  began  to  shoot,  and  after  they  shot  aU  the  ammunition,  they  turued 
around  and  shouted,  and  got  on  the  church  and  pulled  off  the  boards,  and  then  set  it 
on  fire. 


By  the  Chairman 
»/to?i.  Dii 
Anstver,  Yes. 


Question.  Did  you  say  there  was  a  firing  of  guns  at  the  church  f 
!'es,  sir ;  I  never  heard  such  finng  before. 


By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Who  was  that  man  who  came  to  your  house  ? 

Ansicer.  I  couldn't  tell ;  he  was  disgaised,  and  I  made  my  wife  and  children  lay  down 
iu  the  back  of  the  orchard  and  hide  themselves,  because  I  understood  they  were  com- 
ing, because  ^Ir.  Maxwell  came,  and  let  me  know  they  were  coming  that  night 

Question.  Is  that  the  same  man  who  has  your  cow  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  did  he  know  they  were  coming  f 

Answer,  He  didn't  tell  mo ;  he  said  they  were  coming ;  Green  Sturdeway  came  after- 
ward and  told  me  the  same  thing. 

Question.  That  they  were  coming  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  that;  I  might  just  look  out ;  but  I  told  him  I  couldn't  help  it; 
if  they  came,  I  didn't  know  what  to  do. 

Question,  Did  he  tell  you  they  were  going  to  burn  the  church  f 

Anmcer.  He  didn't  tell  me  what  they  wore  going  to  do,  only  they  were  coming; 
when  they  came,  they  came  by  Allen  Maxwell's  and  over  to  the  church  and  burned  it ; 
they  passed  his  ])lace  and  run  the  people  from  his  house,  all  around  the  house,  and  shot 
at  them ;  that's  what  they  said  themselves  the  next  morning  at  church  when  they 
came  there  :  that's  what  the  crowd  said  that  were  there  that  night. 

Question,  Was  Mr.  Maxwell  with  them  that  night  t 

Answer,  He  was  at  Allen  Maxwell'^  house  that  night ;  they  gave  a  little  party  there, 
and  he  was  there,  and  saw  them  serenading  in  the  house  there. 

Question.  You  didn't  know  any  of  these  people  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  any  of  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question,  How  many  did  you  say  there  were  of  them  T  ^ 

Anstcer,  There  wert^  sixteen  or  seventeen  of  them. 

Question.  Did  you  see  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  saw  them ;  and  Sam  Maxwell  says,  and  Charley  Maxwell,  that 
they  came  out  pretty  much,  and  there  was  a  white  preacher ;  he  came  out  of  thehonse 
and  wont  through  'the  gate,  through  the  Ku-Klux,  and  went  down,  and  they  didn't 
disturb  him.  ^ 

Question.  Who  was  that? 

Answer.  Frank  Moss,  I  think,  is  his  name — his  given  name. 

Question.  He  is  a  preacher  ? 

Anstver,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Did  he  preach  to  the  colored  people  at  that  church  f 
Anstcer,  No,  sir.  . 

Question,  Had  they  a  colored  preacher  f 
Anstcer,  Yes,  sir  j  we  had  a  colored  preacher. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Did  this  Frank  Moss  know  who  they  were  ? 

Anstcer.  That  was  not  ascertained  by  me ;  I  don't  know.  He  may  have  knowu  tbem ; 
I  can't  say,  because  he  was  in  the  house  there,  and  the  Ku-Klux  never  disturbed  him 
and  his  wife*;  but  I  know  Adams  Johnson,  a  colored  man,  had  been  down  there,  and 
he  told  me,  and  he  says  that  Mr.  Moss's  wife  told  him  that  if  I  went  back  there  I  would 
be  sure  to  go  up,  aft«r  I  put  in  the  report  hero  that  1  would  certainly  bo  killed.  That's 
what  Johnson  says  he  will  swear  iu  court  if  he  is  called  again.  He  put  it  in  once  be- 
fore. 

Question.  They  did  not  whip  you  t 

Answer.  No,  sir.  They  said  they  were  not  going  to  whip  me,  but  burn  me  up.  That 
was  the  general  report,  and  understanding. 

Question.  Did  they  come  to  you  1 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  they  didn't  come  to  me,  but  they  sent  threats  tfrne^xiQaat  they  would 
do.    They  didn't  come  themselves.  „t,zeS*tyVJ«30^ 
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QMtttion,  Who  bronght  joa  tb«ee  threats— Sam  Maxwell  T 

Anttcfr.  They  were  coming  to  me ;  wo  had  a  prayer-meetiug  there  Sunday  night— 
the  colored  people  had — and  these  threats  were  coming  every  time  we  met  for  a  solid 
month. 
QuertioH,  Who  brought  you  word  about  thoso  threats  f 

JtutttT.  Sometimes  the  women-folks  would  fetch  it.  Eliza  Marbury  would  fetch  the 
word  sometimes,  and  sometimes  Charley  Maxwell  would  fetch  the  word ;  sometimes 
Green  Stnrdeway  would  fetch  the  word  of  the  threats  on  Sunday  night,  and  it  kept  on 
until  I  couldn't  name  bow  many  reports  were  coming  from  time  to  time,  to  tell  us  to 
look  out,  and  beware  of  these  things.  Well,  we  went  on  to  do  the  best  we  could ;  we 
didn't  want  to*  have  any  fuss  with  anybody,  but  to  attend  to  our  business  as  well  as 
we  could,  and  we  kept  on  so  until  the  church  was  burned  up. 

Queation,  Did  you  ever  hear  any  of  those  white  men  make  any 'threats  f 

Jii^trer.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  hear  none  make  any  threats,  myself. 

QwBiioH,  Who  made  the  threats  f  f 

Anncer.  Jesse  Thomas  was  making  threats,  they  said.  They  didn't  tell  me  who  put 
it  when?  I  could  get  it. 

Queitioti.  Who  is  Jesse  Thomas  t 

Juntrr.  He  is  a  white  man  lives  up  there. 

QucBtion.  Is  he  a  brother  of  Allen  Thomas  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  as  ho  is  any  kin  at  all.    He  is  a  poor  man  there. 

Question.  Who  else  did  you  hear  of  making  these  threats? 

Ansicer.  Several  of  them,  but  I  don't  know  like  the  I'est.  The  threats  were  coming 
»ll  the  time,  but  I  understood  he  was  the  captain  of  this  Kn-Klnx  arrangement— Jesse 
Thomas  was. 

Question.  You  didn't  know  any  of  these  Ku-Klnx? 

Answtr.  No,  sir;  I  didn't  know  them  myself.  They  didn't  range  over  in  our  beat.  I 
didn't  go  about  there  much,  anyhow ;  only  go  to  church  and  go  back  Jiome ;  but  in  all 
the  rest  of  that  beat  they  fetched  the  report  to  the  church  oi  what  they  heard  these 
men  said  they  would  do. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  was  the  cause  of  these  people  taking  offense  at  your  colored  church ; 
was  it  so  near  the  white  settlement  as  to  disturb  them,  or  what  was  the  matter  f 

Answer.  They  got  it  into  their  minds,  from  all  I  heard,  that  we  were  all  too  strong 
republicans  right  there  in  that  beat.  I  know  the  man  I  was  living  with  told  me  so, 
myself. 

Question,  Did  they  complain  that  yoU  sang  too  loud  f 

Answa:  Yes,  sir ;  they  complained  a  heap  of  limes ;  I  am  confident  of  that.  They 
said  we  prayed  too  loud. 

Question.  Sang  too  loud  and  prayed  too  loud  f 

Amskct.  Yes,  sir ;  and  preached  too  loud.    I  am  confident  of  that  word. 

Question   What  was  that  church  worth  f    How  much  did  it  cost  .you  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  don't  know  exactly.  We  had  not  finished  paying  for  it,  because 
we  owed  some  ten  or  fifteen  dollars  for  the  lumber.  We  were  to  have  collected  that 
Sunday,  when  it  wus  burned. 

Question.  Suppose  it  had  been  paid  for,  what  would  the  church  have'been  worth  f 

Answer.  Four  or  five  hundred  dollars,  if  not  more. 

Question.  Had  the  whites  helped  you  at  all  in  building  it  f 

-kii#ir«-.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  built  exclusively  by  the  colored  people  f 

Answer.  YVs,  sir;  by  our  own  labor. 

Question.  Has  anybody  ever  been  prosecuted  for  burning  that  church  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Has  anybody  been  arrested  ! 

Answer.  Not  as  1  know  of. 

Question.  Yon  have  spoken  of  several  whippings  committed  on  that  same  night  when 
the  church  was  burned.    Has  auybixly  been  punished  for  those  whippings  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  they  have  done  a  thing  with  anybody.  Everj^thing 
stands  open  just  as  it  was.     Nothing  at  all  has  been  done  no  way. 

Question.  What  efiect  has  all  this  had  upon  the  colored  people  f  Has  it  intimidated 
tii«?m,  or  made  them  afraid  to  go  to  the  polls  and  vote  ? 

Answer.  It  looks  like  it ;  it  appears  so,  by  their  acts  to  me.  They  seem  to  not  know 
what  to  do  for  the  best. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anv  other  reason,  except  that  you  were  all  republicans  and 
voted  the  rt^publican  ticket  7    * 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  don't;  I  could  not  sa/.  ^ 

Queniion.  Do  you  know  anything  about  Smith  Watley  being  whipped  fV^OOQlC 

Annwef.  Yes,  sir;  I  know,  because  he  came  down  here  and  let  me  know.  Ho^  was 
whipped  in  June.    He  came  here  hunting  me  up,  and  found  me  on  Sunday,  and  didn't 
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know  which  way  to  go.    He  told  mo  his  circnmstatioeSy  and  I  fetched  him  to  Judge 
Minnis. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  yon  all  the  circumstances  of  his  being  whipped? 

Jnswer,  Yes,  sir. 

Queatimi,  That  was  soon  after  he  had  left  there  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question.  Did  you  see  the  marks  where  he  had  been  whipped? 
AnsKier,  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  Where  were  they  ? 

Anstcer.  Horo,  on  the  back  and  breast  and  shoulders.  I  saw  them  all  over  there ;  we 
didn't  live  far  apart  over  there. 

By  Mr,  Blair  : 

Queatiotu  What  did  ho  tell  yon  about  it  ? 

Answer.  He  told  me  he  was  whipped  very  badly  by  the  Ku-Klux  on  that  night;  cut 
up  very  badly.  I  tbiuk  he  said  seven  of  thorn  whipped  him,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
and  by  his  swearing  that  he  would  not  tell,  I  suppose  that's  the  reason  they  didn't  kill 
him.  * 

Question.  What  did  he  say  they  whipped  him  for? 

Answer.  I  understood  it  was  because  he  was  a  republican. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  that  ? 

Anmcer.  That's  what  I  understood  him. 

Question.  Anything  else? 

Ansxcer.  No,  not  particular,  as  I  could  recollect  at  this  time.  We  all  vote  at  the  same 
poll,  I  know. 

Question.  You  are  sure  he  told  you  it  was  because  he  was  a  republican  ? 

An»\cer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  all  voted  at  the  same  poll. 

Question.  You  are  sure  he  did  not  tell  you  anything  else  that  they  whipped  him  for. 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  recollect.  They  whipped  him  because  he  was  a  republi- 
can.   That  was  the  strongest  e\ideuce  they  wanted  to  find  out. 

Question.  You  are  sure  they  told  you  that  ? 

Amwm'.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairi^ian  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  Dan  Sturgeon  ? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  Zack  Goldwaite  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir )  I  know  him. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  Zack  was  whipped  by  the  Ku-Elux  ? 

Answer.  If  he  was  whipped  it  was  since  I  came  away. 

Question.  Dick  Martin  ? 

Answet*.  I  know  him. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  his  being  whipped? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  it  down  here ;  and  there's  Uncle  Joe  Baker,  I  underBtood 
he  was  whipped. 

Question.  Was  that  in  Coosa  County? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  was  he  whipped  ? 

Answer.  After  Smith  Watley,  or  the  day  before,  I  don't  know  whioh.  John  Baker, 
too. 

Question.  Was  he  whipped? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  so  I  understood.  There's  more  than  that,  bnt|  I  couldn't  tell  you, 
and  I  don't  want  to  tell  any  more  than  I  know.  There  are  sevond  cases  that  were 
whipped  since  I  came  down  here.    The  rest  of  them  can  tell  more  than  I  can. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  17, 1871. 
JAMES  H.  ALSTON  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Anstcer.  I  have  been  living  here  about  sateen  months,  but  my  ^aoe  ot  readeoee  Is 
Tuskegee.    I  have  been  forced  to  live  here  for  sixteen  montha 

Question.  Your  former  place  of  residence  was  Tuskegee  ?  ^^.    . ,    GoOqIc 
Answer.  Yos,  sir.  "'         ^  o 

Question,  How  came  you  to  leave  there? 
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Aimoet.  I  was  representative  of  that  .connty,  and  I  was  cansed  to  ran  away  from 
ib«re.  I  bad  to  leave  there  to  keep  from  being  shot,  and  to  keep  my  wife  from  being 
Bbot. 

Quation,  Go  on  and  tell  the  committee  all  the  particulars  of  your  being  shot. 

jH9wcr.  [Prodncing  a  paper.]    This  is  about  the  first  thing  that  caused  it. 

Qnettion,  What  is  that  f    Your  commission. 

Ansver.  Yes,  sir,  as  chief  of  the  county. 

[The  witness  exhibits  to  the  committee  the  following  i>aper :] 

"UNION  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICA. 
[  Vignette.] 

"LIBERTY,  UNION,  EQUALmr. 

i^ToaUto  whtm  fkt^e  presents  shall  come  greeting : 

"Know  ye.  that  we,  the  State .  Grand  Council  of  the  Union  League  of  America, 
for  the  State  of  Alabama,  do  grant  unto  James  H.  Austiu,  J.J.  Martin,  aud  their  asso- 
ciates, this  charter,  constituting  them  a  council,  to  be  known  as No. U.L. 

of  A,  to  be  located  in  Tuskegee,  county  of  Macon,  State  of  Alubama: 

"  Know  yc,  therefore,  that  this  charter  gives  the  above-named  x>ersens  and  their 
asmiciutes,  who  may  become  regular  members  of  this  League,  full  power  to  receive  male 
citizens,  over  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  initiate  aud  instruct  them  in  the  work  of  the 
U.L.  of  A.,  upon  such  inilcs  and  terms  as  the  constitutiou  of  the  League  will  permit. 
Also  gives  them  full  power  to  make  such  by-laws  as  they  can  agree  upon,  provided 
tbey  do  not  conflict  with  the  constitutiou  and  rules  of  the  Grand  National  Council  of 
the  Union  League  of  America,  or  with  the  constitution  and  rules  of  the  State  Grand 
Coaucil  of  Alabama.  Also  gives  them  power  to  elect  such  oflScers  as  they  think  worthy  ' 
and  suitable  for  the  good  of  the  League.  Also  gives  tbem  full  power  to  perform  all 
duties  of  a  Council  ofthe  Union  League  of  America,  while  they  conform  to  all  the  laws 
and  rules  of  the  League. 

"  In  witness  v/hereof,  we  have  caused  this  charter  to  be  signed  by  the  grand  pres- 
ident and  grand  seci-etary  of  the  State  Grand  Council  of  Alabama,  U.  L.  of  A^  and  the 
»eal  of  the  said  State  Grand  Council  to  be  affixed  thereto,  at  the  Grand  Council  Chamber, 
in  Moutgomery,  Alabama,  this  third  day  of  December,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty-seven. 

[8KAL.]  THOS.  O.  GLASCOCK, 

"  Grand  Pi'csident, 

"John  C.  Keffer,  Grand  Secre^ry." 

Qnestian,  You  say  yon  were  a  representative  of  what  county  T 

Answer,  Macon  County.    I  was  elected  a  representative  of  Macon  County,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  and  Mr.  Martin  receive  a  charter  from  the  Grand  Council  of  the 
Union  League  of  America,  constituting  yon  and  your  associates  a  council  at  Tuskegee  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  yon  institute  such  a  council  as  that  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  that  give  offense  to  the  white  people  in  that  neighborhood? 

Answer,  It  did  at  the  first,  and  at  the  last  we  changed  it  to  be  a  republican  club,  after 
the  Leajgne  died  out,  you  know. 

Question,  Was  that  club  composed  exclusively  of  colored  people? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Was  it  comtK>sed  entirely  of  republicans  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  said  they  were  republicans. 

Question,  You  stated  that  that  was  the  cause  of  some  violeAce  that  was  offered  to 
yoa! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  what  violence  was  offered  to  you,  and  under  what  circumstances, 
stating  all  the  particulars. 

Answer,  I  have  been  shot.  I  have  now  in  me  buck  and  ball  that  injures  me  a  good 
deal,  and  I  think  it  will  be  for  life ;  and  my  wife  has  been  injured  a  good  deal. 

Question,  Tell  us  first  about  your  own  case.    State  when  you  were  shot. 

Answer,  1  was  shot,  I  reckon,  about  sixteen  months  ago.  It  was  somewhere  about 
May  or  June,  1870 ;  I  think  it  was  June. 

Question,  Were  you  at  home  at  the  time? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  sitting  on  the  side  of  my  bed. 

Qnai^on,  Was  in  the  day-time  or  night  ? 

Answer,  At  night,  about  ten  minutes  beforei  1  o'clock  at  night,  on  Saturday  night. 

Question,  Who  did  it? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  it  was  doae  by  a  band  of  men,  who  were  against  my  politics,  as  a 
lopublican. 


1018      CONDITION   OF  AFFAJSB  IN  THE  SOUTHERN   STATES. 

Question.  Were  tbcy  disguised  men? 

Ansicei',  Well,  sir,  so  far  aa  tbe  disgiiisemeut  was  concerned,  my  shutters -were  closed, 
and  I  was  in  the  boose,  and  they  fired  through  the  windows;  and  I  didn't  see  the  men 
at  the  time. 

Question.  Had  yon  a  light  in  tbe  house  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  siV. 

Question.  Had  you  blinds  to  your  windows  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
I      Question.  They  shot  through  the  blinds  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  bit  you  in  the  back  f 

Ansim\  In  the  back  and  tbrough  the  right  hip. 

Question.  How  many  shots  were  fired  t 

Anstver.  Two  hundred  and  sixty-fivo  shots  were  counted  outside  in  the  weather- 
boarding  of  my  bouse  tbe  next  day,  and  sixty,  as  near  as  we  could  count,  passed  tbrough 
tbe  wiudow,  and  five  through  the  bead-board  of  the  bed  I  was  sitting  bn,  and  two 
throngb  tbe  pillow  that  my  head  would  have  laid  on,  and  four  in  tbe  loot-roll  of  my 
bed,  and  two  in  my  body. 

Question.  Was  your  wife  bit! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  one  of  my  children.  She  was  hit  in  her  right  heel,  and  it  is 
lying  in  her  fbofnow. 

Question,  Was  she  in  the  bed  at  the  time  f 

Anstcei\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  see  any  of  tbe  men,  yon  say  f 

Answer.  Not  at  the  time.    I  saw  them  before.    They  threatened  my  life  before  that. 

Question.  Did  tbey  come  to  yonr  house  on  horseback  or  on  foot  f 

Ansicer.  Tbey  caine  on  foot,  sir. 

Question.  Did  tbey  demand  admittance  into  tbe  house? 

Answe)'.  No,  sir,  tbey  shot  from  the  gate  right  through  the  window. 

Question.  Was  there  a  bright  light  in  tbe  house  at  the  time  f 

Aitswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  the  light  made  by  the  fire  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir  j  I  had  a  lamp  with  kerosene,  pretty  bright.  It  was  struck  just  as  I 
got  in. 

Question.  You  say  yon  had  been  threatened  before  that  ? 

Ansicer.  Many  a  time. 

Question.  Who  threatened  you  t 

Anmcer.  I  was  threatened  by  a  good  many  white  persons,  and  that  night  I  was 
threatened  by  colored  persons  that  they  had  appoinlbd.  They  came  into  my  lodge ;  I 
was  made  president  of  the  lodge,  or  my  club.  I  run  against  several  white  men — I  reckon 
six  of  them — and  by  trying  to  be  as  t  intended  to  be,  a  republican,  I  was  looked  upon 
well  by  tbe  constitnents  I  bad  there,  and  they  elected  me.  I  had  in  the  lodge  a  white 
secretary,  I  was  offered,  by  Mr.  liobort  Johnson,  $3,000  to  use  my  influence  in  the 
county  against  my  constituency. 

Question.  What,  in  tbe  legislature  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,  in  tbe  county. 

Question.  To  use  your  influence  where? 

Answer.  To  use  my  influence  in  my  own  county.  I  will  tell  you  how  it  happened. 
I  was  appointed  by  Governor  Smith,  myself  and  the  fellow  called  William  Turner,  at 
Wetumpka,  to  canvass  tbe  third  district.  He  thought  I  could  do  some  service  irith 
tbe  pai'ty,  I  suppose. 

Question.  Governor  Smith  did  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  Mr.  Johnson ;  he  offered  me  $3,000  to  use  my  influence  in  favor  of 
tbB  democrats. 

Question.  What  did  you  tell  him  ? 

Amivcr.  1  told  him  that  Jesus  Christ  was  betrayed  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  only 
one  to  the  thousand  to  what  be  offered  me ;  that  he  wanted  me  to  do  the  like ;  but 
that  I  wouldn't  do  it  for  $3,000  or  to  save  my  life ;  that  I  held  my  life  more  dear  to  me 
than  anbody  else,  but  I  wouldn't  betray  my  people  to  save  my  life. 

Question,  *Wbo  was  Robert  Johnson  f 

Answer.  A  gentleman  that  stays  up  in  Tuskegec,  in  my  place.    Misfortunately  he 
happens  to  bo  my  wife^s  father,  I  believe.    I  don't  know  that,  but  I  think  he  is. 
By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Yon  think  that  Mr.  Johnson  is  your  wife's  father  ? 
•       Auffwer.  Y'ca,  sir.    He  wanted  me  to  have  something  though;  he  was  a  democrat,  ww 
he  thought  ^3,000  would  help  us  a  little  if  I  would  change  my  politics. 

By  tbo  CiiAiUMAN :  ^.^.^.^^^  ^^  GoO^h 

Question.  What  was  your  occupation  ?  , 

Answer.  I  was  a  shoemaker  before  I  was  a  musician.  At  that  time  I  was  a  represent* 
ative  from  that  county. 
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Question,  In  the  legislature  ? 

Aumei',  Yes,  sir.    When  I  was  shot  I  was  a  representative  of  the  State. 

Question,  Did  you  have  a  good  deal  of  influence  with  the  colored  people? 

Answer.  I  had  them  every  one,  jnst  from  my  authority ;  that  is  true.  I  U8e<l  the  in- 
fluence ;  I  was  threatened  every  day,  but  I  rode  around  and  I  got  them  aU,  and  insured 
them  as  constituents  with  my  authority  ;  from  my  assurance  to  them  that  I  had  acted 
for  them  where  they  placed  me  as  my  constituents,  I  had  them  right  with  me  to-do 
whatever  I  wanted  done  in  the  county.  I  had  that  commission  from  the  grand  lodge, 
pud  I  took  a  vote  to  that  thing.  I  worked  altogether  by  that,  and  I  never  varied  from 
it  a  letter  up  to  the  time  I  was  shot. 

Qnestion.  How  much  of  a  club  did  you  form  f 

Answer.  I  reckon  between  three  or  four  hundred  or  five  hundred,  I  reckon. 

Qucstian.  You  were  about  telling  the  committee  the  cause  of  your  being  shot.  You 
may  go  on  now  and  statt^  what  warnings  you  received  and  the  tJireats  that  were  made. » 

Anmcr,  I  received  a  Ku-KIux  letter  from  them  once.  I  brought  that  down  and  gave 
it  to  the  general  in  command  here. 

Question.  What  did  thoy  write  to  you  ? 

An8tcei\  That  I  had  better  leave — wait  and  let  me  get  it  together;  it's  a  long  time 
ago—that  the  bloody  moon  and  the  highway  murderers  was  seeking  my  blood;  that 
the  tombs  in  the  grave-yard  was  rumbling  together  against  each  other  to  receive  my 
hody — have  >  on  got  the  midnight  robbers  anamurders  down  ? — and  I  had  better  leave. 
Now,  sir,  I  was  told  by  a  gentleman  named  Harper,  in  Tnskegee,  that  there  was  a  letter 
of  that  kind  in  the  office  for  me,  which  he  knew  all  about.  Mr.  Harper — I  hope  you 
will  take  that  name  down,  particularly — I  told  him  I  was  a  representative  of  the  State 
then,  and  had  a  box,  and  I  went  for  my  letters  every  day ;  I  didn't  think  I  ou^t  to  be 
taught  what  time  to  go  to  the  office.  I  went  there  and  got  the  letter,  and  Mr.  Phelps 
was  the  postmaster  at  that  time  in  Tuskegee.  I  wanted  him  to  notice  that  I  got  that 
letter  out  of  the  office. 

Question,  Did  you  show  him  the  letter  f 

Amicei'.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  open  it  in  the  office  ? 

Ansicer.  No.  sir.  I  opened  it  and  handed  it  to  the  sheriff,  and  be  read  it,  and  after  I 
took  the  letti.v  out  and  handed  it  to  the  sheriff,  and  got  him  to  read  it»a  gentleman  by 
the  name  of  Mr.  Moore  was  the  sheriff  at  that  time  ;  I  don't  know  tlie  initials  of  hfs 
name,  but  I  think  it  was  James  Moore — after  the  letter  was  taken  out,  Mr.  Henry  Fos- 
ter and  ^Jr.  Bill  Dougherty,  which  is  a  republican  now — ^he  has  changed  since — met  me 
on  the  street,  and  told  me  that  they  were  Ku-Klux.  In  the  day-time  that  was  done : 
they  bud  no  disguises  on ;  they  had  pistols  though,  plenty  of  them.  One  had  four  and. 
the  other  had  two.  They  told  me  that  they  had  Jesus  Christ  tied,  and  God  Almighty, 
the  damned  old  son  of  a  bitch,  chaiu^,  and  they  were  Ku-Klnx.  This  was  in  the  day- 
time. They  told  me  that  they  were  going  to  kill  me,  but  if  1  would  join  the  Kn-Klnx 
they  would  spare  my  life.  Then  they  asked  me  if  I  didn't  see  them  leading  Jesus  Christ 
aud  God  Almighty  through  Tuske;^ee  as  an  elephant  f  I  told  them  no,  and  if  they 
were  at  the  place  I  was  at,  in  their  beds,  at  that  time  of  night,  they  would  not  have 
HHitL  them.  They  persuaded  mo  then  to  burn  up  the  Ku-Klux  letter  that  I  had.  I  told 
them  no,  I  would  hand  it  over  to  the  general,  which  1  did.  I  told  them  I  would  bring 
it  down  to  tho  general  and  wouldn't  bum  it,  and  1  did  so. 

QxiOftion.  What  general  was  that  ? 

Ansvccr.  I  can't  recollect  now  who  was  in  command  here  at  the  time.  It  was  tho 
Kencral  that  came  after  this  cripple-man  they  h(ul  down  hei-e.  I  could  tell  in  the  morn- 
ing which ;  I  will  make  a  report  if  you  want  it. 

Queaiion,  Was  that  the  only  waniing  you  had  that  the  Ku-Klux  were  coming? 

AuHwer.  No,  sir.  My  house  is  between  The  court-house  and  a  church  they  call  Zion 
church,  which  they  posted  it  up  on  the  bridge.  I  was  compelled  to  cross  over  going 
to  my  house. 

Question,  What  did  they  post  ui>? 

Anmcer.  That  if  ever  I  attempted  to  cross  the  bridge,  my  throat  should  be  cut,  and 
thiit  a  daumcd  nigger  that  was  a  republican  should  not  live  anywhere  about  them.  1 
was  persuaded  by  several  of  the  citizens  not  to  cross  the  bridge.  I  told  them  that  on 
the  thirteenth,  fpurteenth,  and  fifteenth  amendments,  I  thought  I  had  a  right  to  cross 
any  place  that  would  lead  me  to  property  I  had  bought  and  paid  for,  and  1  would  go. 
I  crossed  the  bridge  several  nights,  and  the  notice  was  there,  but  I  never  was  attacked 

Question.  Did  you  receive  any  other  notice  f  i 

Ansicer,  Gentlemen,  there's  only  three  things  I  want  to  say :  I  want  yon  to  under 
stand  what  General  Battle,  the  gentleman  1  was  with  in  the  command,  which  bought- 
me  as  a  slave  and  cmTie4  me  into  the  army,  and  even  went  near  enough  to  send  on 
the  capital  at  Washington,  General  Battle — I  suppose  you  have  heard  of  the  name — 1 
want  to  tell  you  what  he  said,  to  me  the  second  or  third  night  after  I  was  sliot. 
Q,ue9tian.  Were  you  a  soldier  in  the  wart  •^ 

AnstPtr,  Well,  sir,  X  was  for  awhile  with  them,  because  I  was  a  slave. 
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Qticstion.  In  the  confederate  armyT 

Anmctr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  cairj'  a  mnsket  f 

Ansxptr.  No,  sir ;  I  always  have  been  a  mnsician.  I  fought  in  the  Mexican  army,  a 
boy.  I  never  did  anything  else  in  my  life.  They  forced  me  to  enlist  then.  I  will  tell 
you  what  General  Battle  did.  The  sheriff  of  Macon,  Mr.  Paget,  after  I  was  shot,  Son- 
day  morning,  got  that — ^that,  I  think,  is  the  most  particnlarest  thing  you  gentlemen  has 
got ;  that  is,  his  action  with  me,  a  colored  man.  The  probate  judge  of  the  connty,  on 
the  Sunday  morning  after  I  was  shot,  came  to  my  house.  His  name  is  Mr.  Mennifee^ 
He  told  me  that  I  attempted  to  celebrate  the  fifteenth  amendment ;  which  I  did.  I 
will  own  that.  He  wanted  to  show  me  that  a  nigger  couldn't  hold  no  office  in  that 
county  no  longer,  and  he  knew  that  I  was  ^ing  to  oe  shot ;  that  a  nigger  wasn't  fit 
for  nothing  else  than  to  drive  oxen,  and  drive  the  carriage  of  white  folks.  I  refbsed 
then  to  have  any  arrests  made  of  men  that  had  threatened  my  life  the  night  before.  I 
told  them  I  couldn't  get  justice,  and  I  didn't  want  any  arrests  to  be  made.  He  brongfafe 
the  soldiers  there,  and  forced  me  to  make  arrests  of  the  men  that  shot  me,  or  threat- 
ened my  life,  formed  a  counsel  for  me  against  my  wishes,  which  was  a  white  man  that 
hud  lost  all  his  property  on  .account  of  the  fire,  and  I  had  some  property,  and  he  wanted 
to  get  hold  of  my  house  and  lot.  They  had  me  taken  out.  After  two  days  after  I  w^as 
M-ounded  they  took  ma  out  of  my  house  and  hauled  me  in  the  wagon,  in  the  rain,  to 
the  court-house,  and  they  examined  me  from  8  o'clock  in  the  moruing  until  6  in  tho 
evening,  drawing  gallowses  and  everything  before  me  to  keep  from  getting  in  tho 
right  ©videnco  tliat  I  knowed,  but  it  didn't  effect  nothing  with  me.  They  told  mo 
I  had  made  myself  so  conspicuous  in  tho  county,  I  made  my  way  to  Washington, 
which  I  did.  I  went  to  Washington,  sir,  and  I  came  back,  and  they  said,  **  We  intend 
to  kill  you  before  you  shall  rule  this  county  any  longer."  A  gentleman  by  the  name  of 
Tom  Dryer,  on  Monday  morning  after  I  was  shot,  on  Saturday,  living  on  the  next  lot 
to  my  lot,  my  own  property,  had  a  woman  that  was  a  cook,  came  and  told  nie,  or  sent 
word  to  me,  that  if  I  am  not  dead,  I  should  die ;  and  the  sheriff,  Mr.  Paget,  on  the  Sun- 
day night,  came  there,  and  put  a  guard  of  twelve  colored  men — he  took  the  names 
down —to  guard  nio  and  my  property.  I  was  wounded  at  the  time,  and  my  wife  was. 
He  said  there  would'nt  be  any  more  disturbance  at  all ;  they  would  show  me  that  there 
wouldn't  be  any  more.  He  instructed  these  men  to  stay  right  in  my  yard,  and  take  . 
care  of  me  and  my  property.  About  ten  minutes  after  he  left.  I  was  fired  on  that  nigbt 
by  the  same  crowd.    I  will  tell  you  exactly  what  I  did. 

Question.  How  did  you  know  it  was  the  same  crowd?  • 

Answer.  General  Battle  was  the  man  that  was  appointed  by  Governor  Smith  to  get 
up  a  posse,  they  call  it,  and  said  ho  meant  to  quiet  the  thing ;  and  he  told  me  aftei*- 
ward  they  did.    On  Monday  night  I  was  shot  at  a^in.    Gentlemen,  I  am  going  to  tell 
you  tho  truth.   I  was  wounded,  lying  on  wet  clothing. 
QitesUon.  Where  was  the  guard  t 

Answer.  Lying  on  my  floor,  and  all  aronnd  my  bed,  knowing  I  was  a  man  that  al- 
ways did  right.  When  they  fired  on  uie,  I  heard  the  words,  "God  damn  you,  follow 
uie,  and  we  will  show  you  what  wo  will  do  with  you;"  Being  lying  in  the  bed,  and 
hearing  the  shciiff  of  tho  connty  taking  the  names  of  these  men  that  he  had  plaoed  to 

fiard  me,  to  see  that  I  should  not  be  hurt  any  more  after  I  was  shot  on  Monday  night, 
jumped  up.  I  had  an  old  sword,  that  was  made  me  a  present  by  a  colored  man,  and 
I  went  in  the  yard  and  commanded  the  men,  how  the  sheriff  had  placed  them  in  the 
aid,  and  told  them  not  to  go  out  of  the  gate.  I  fastened  the  gate  with  this  hand,  and 
held  the  sword  in  this  hand,  and  then  I  kept  them  back.    I  had  done  made  them 

fx>und  their  arms  in  my  house  two  days  before  that,  but  the  sheriff  put  them  there, 
held  the  gate,  and  said,  "  Don't  go  out  of  that.  Obey  the  orders  of  the  officer  of  tho 
county." 

Question.  You  told  the  guard  that  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  kept  them  in  your  house  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  in  the  yard. 

Question.  How  long  after  that  before  yon  left  the  county  ? 

Answer.  It  was  the  week  afterward. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  live<l  there  since  f 

Answer.  I  have  been  away  ever  since. 

Question.  Have  any  persons  been  prosecuted  for  shooting  at  yon  * 

Anstcer.  Well,  the  first  time  they  took  them  up,  they  tried  to  prosecute  thein  in  a 
way  to  blind  me.  But  they  could'nt  blind  anybody,  because  we  have  no  republicans 
in  that  county  but,  I  think,  Mr.  Jake  J.  Martin  ;  he  is  the  Fifth  Auditor,  I  believe,  in 
the  TR'aaury  Department.  He  left  the  county  in  my  hands,  as  yon  will  see  in  the 
pap<n-.     1 1 /egged  him  to  put  juries  there. 

Question.  Has  anybody  been  punished  for  shooting  at  you  f    Please  to  answer. 

^'inrntr.  No,  sir ;  they  were  punished  in  this  way :  they  were  given  whisky  and 
cigars,  and  congratulated  by  white  men  that  night  for  theu*  bravery  for  attacking  me, 
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and  the  only  thing  they  had  acaiust  them  wae,  I  was  not  killed.  I  have  boon 
in  this  place  sixteen  mouths,  not  allowed  to  go  to  my  own  proiwrty,  and  I  am  sufferiu;;. 
My  horses,  one  of  them,  is  killed;  taken  away  from  me  and  the  buggy  cut  up.  My 
Loose  and  lot  is  there,  and  I  am  not  allowed  to  go  near  the  county.  Now,  sir,  I  want  to 
tell  you  one  thing  more ;  I  went  there  six  months  §fter  that.  I  went  to  Governor  Smith, 
the  governor,  which  has  sent  for  me  while  he  was  up  there,  to  settle  this  question.  I 
am  sorry  to  tell  you,  but  from  the  station  I  took  in  tnat  county  I  carried  it  republican 
every  time.  I  was  register  and  then  representative.  I  camecl  it  so  that  every  black 
man,  woman,  and  child,  and  everything  else,  was  for  me,  and  I  was  offered  |3,000  to 
change  the  thing,  and  because  I  wouldn't  tase  it  I  was  shot.    I  want  to  tell  yon  this. 

Question,  That  is  information  I  have  not  asked  for.  Will  you  please  answer  my  ques- 
tions ? 

Mr!  Blair.  Tell  us  all  about  that. 

Awncer,  After  they  offered  all  this  money,  they  said  they  would  send  a  man  that 
would  do  it,  bragging  over  it ;  that  they  had  a  man  up  here  that  would  represent  to 
soit  them.  I  am  not  a  r^reseutative  now.  That  man  has  got  the  county  so  that  the 
negroes  are  all  leaving  it.  Now  they  want  to  use  me  as  a  Tennessee  man  would  use 
a  my  horse  among  mules.  They  would  give  me  fifty  dollars  to  get  me  to  use  my 
iflflaence  as  a  democrat  in  that  county :  but  if  I  was  shot  for  any  crime,  I  want  to  stay 
away.  I  shan't  go  back  there,  to  lead  them  people  to  the  democratic  party.  I  don't 
belong  here ;  I  am  a  South  Carolinian,  bom  and  raised  in  Charleston,  and  I  will  not 
do  it.  But  1  will  go  back  there  when  I  have  the  authority  to  caAy  that  county  repub- 
lican; whenever  I  am  protected  by  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  amend- 
ment as  a  man  amongst  men,  I  am  willing^to  ^o  back  any  day,  if  1  have  the  authority 
to  do  as  Mr.  Colfax  told  me  to  do  when  I  was  m  Washington  last.  I  was  in  a  conven- 
tion, sir.  I  was  one  of  five  men  that  went  up  to  Washington  City  when  one  hundred 
white  men  went,  and  I  am  the  only  man  that  is  living.  Every  one  is  killed  or  dead 
that  went  there  to  the  inauguration  of  Grant.  Mr.  Abercrombie  said  I  should  not  live, 
but  God  Almighty  said  I  should,  and  I  am  living. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Robert  Abercrombie  said  you  should  not  live  T 

Austeer,  Yes,  sir.  9 

Question,  You  say  that  all  the  other  men  who  went  to  Washington  City  are  deadf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  not  from  Macon  County,  but  from  th«  State. 

Question,  How  many  of  you  went  f 

Ansicer.  Five ;  only  five  of  us,  and  the  auditor,  here,  Mr.  Reynolds,  took  us  arouud, 
and  gave  us  introductions  to  the  officers  in  Washington  and  Governor  Smith. 

Question.  Who  were  the  other  four  men  who  went  up  with  you  ? 

Answer.  A  fellow  named  Berry,  from  Mobile;  a  fellow  named  John  Caryoway,  a 
member  of  the  legislature. 

Question.  Where  did  he  live  f 

Answer,  Ho  is  dead ;  he  lived  in  Mobile,  and  Jones  and  Alston — that's  my  name — and 
Gregory.  * 

Question.  Does  Judge  Battle  live  in  Tuskegee  T 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  he  is  there  now  or  not.  He  got  into  some  little 
difficulties  there  and  left.  I  don't  whether  he  is  there  or  not.  Mr.  Bowon  is  there. 
He  is  the  only  man  I  could  say  is  a  republican  in  the  whole  county. 

Question.  The  only  white  man  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  postmaster  there  now.  Well,  sir,  Mr.  Battle,  after  fighting 
me  on  that  night,  or  fighting  those  boys,  canio  in  on  Tuesday  morning:  Monday  night 
was  the  last  time  they  fired  on  nie.  Tuesday  morning  General  Battle  came  m.  He 
felt  my  pulse  and  he  felt  my  head,  and  he  told  me  I  haxl  a  very  hot  fever.  I  told  him 
I  had.  He  says  to  me,  "  Jim,  I  have  found  that  negroes  will  figlit.  I  come  now  to  you 
to  make  a  compromise.  1  want  to  compromise  with  you.  The  county  is  big  enough 
for  all  of  us  to  live,  and  if  you  will  quiet  your  men,  I  will  quiet  mine."  I  told  him  I 
bad  no  men  but  the  colored  men  in  Macon,  and  the  colored  men  in  the  State  of 
Alabama,  and  the  colored  men  in  the  United  States  was  looked  upon  to  be  the  only 
law-abiding  and  quiet  men  by  the  sense  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  That 
is  what  I  told  him.  Then  there  was  a  committee  sent  to  wait  on  me,  to  make  me  sign 
something,  that  I  didn't  do.  It  was  to  show  that  I  had  got  up  a  conspiracy  in  Macon 
Comity,  and  that  I  was  willing  to  leave  the  county  and  go  away  to  Georgia  or  some 
other  State.  I  told  them  I  had  some  money  invested  in  Montgomery,  and  I  was  com- 
pelled to  get  that  money  before  I  could  leave  the  State.  They  .asked  me  how  many 
days  then  it  would  take  me  to  aet  this  money  I  had  in  Montgomery  f  I  told  them 
two  or  three  days.  That  committee  then  allowed  me  two  or  three  days  to  come  down 
here  and  get  the  money  I  had  invested,  and  then  I  could  get  away  from  here  and  go 
to  Georgia  or  some  other  State.  But  tney  said  if  I  sfaid  any  time  over  that  two  or 
three  days,  they  had  friends  down  here  to  take  me  up  and  hang  me.  They  tried  to  fool 
me  in  that  way.    Of  the  eight  men  they  sent  to  wait  on  pie,  not  one  of  them  was  an 
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officer  of  that  connty  or  any  other  connty,  and  I  thought  the  best  way  I  coald  do  to 
save  my  life  was  to  acknowledge  or  agree  to  whatever  they  said;  to  do  the  best  I  could, 
nnd  get  away.  They  pursued  me  so  close  I  had  to  take  the  woods.  I  run  and 
jumped  my  fence  out  of  my  own  house  and  run. 

Qmstion,  Was  that  in  Macon  County  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qtiesiiifm,  I  thought  that  was  in  Tuskogee  f 

Ansicer,  It  was  in  Maoon  County ;  Tuskegee  is  the  county-seat  of  Bfacon  County. 

Question.  Yon  had  to  run  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  run  and  staid  in  the  swamp  ten  days. 

Question.  Who  were  the  men  of  this  committee  f 

Ansicer,  Mr.  Carlos,  Mr.  Johnson » 

Qtiesiion,  Was  it  Robert  Johnson  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Who  were  the  others  t 

Answer,  General  Gunn,  Thomas  Dryer,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  McMullen,  Doctor  Grigg. 

Question,  Did  you  quit  the  county  then  f 

Answer,  I  didn't  quit  right  then.  I  was  in  the  swamp  ten  days  before  I  quit.  Thoy 
had  men  hunting  me  every  day.  Orders  was  given  by  Mr.  Abercrombie  for  me  not  to 
be  taken— but  I  was  too  sharp— wherever  they  found  me  to  kill  me ;  that  the  dead 
couldn't  tell  tales.  TbaVs  what  he  has  told.  1  staid  in  the  swamp,  and  dodged  him 
in  it,  and  dmlged  every  time  I  saw  them  coming,  and  I  made  my  escape  by  walking 
fifty  miles,  all  night  and  day,  going  to  Montgomerj\ 


Montgomery,  Alabaica,  October  16, 1671. 

WM.  DOUGfHERTY  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  State  where  you  reside  at  this  time.  ^ 

Answer.  At  Opelika,  Lee  County,  Alabama. 
'  Question,  Of  what  State  ai*e  you  a  native  ? 

Answer,  Of  the  State  of  Geor^a. 

Question,  Where  were  you  living  in  June,  1870  f 

^R^ire?'.  In  Macon  County,  Alabama,  at  Tuskegee. 

Question,  What  was  your  occupation  at  that  time  ? 

Answer^  Practicing  attorney — I  am  a  little  too  fast,  it  might  be  said  I  was  a  practic- 
ing attorney  at  that  time,  but  I  was  doing  no  business ;  I  had  got  a  commission  as 
assistant  marshal  to  take  the  census  for  that  county. 

Question,  Did  you  take  the  census  for  Macon  County  ? 

Answer,  I  did,  sir,  for  a  large  portion  of  the  county. 

Question,  Yon  may  state  to  the  committee  whether  you  were  ever  molested  or  inter- 
fered with  in  the  discharge  of  ^our  duties  as  assistant  marshal. 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  some  time  m  the  month  of  Juno,  after  I  had  been  engaged  in  my 
work  about  a  week,  I  received  a  communication  from  the  chairman  'of  the  executive 
State  committee.  General  Healy,  requesting  my  attendance  in  Montgomery,  to  confer 
with  certain  members  of  the  republican  parry  in  relation  to  the  political  status  of 
Macon  Connty,  to  see  what  could  be  done  to  restore  confidence  among  the  republicans 
there ;  they  had'been  disorganized  by  an  attempt  to  assassinate  J.  U.  Alston,  in  the 
night-time,  in  his  house,  somewhere  about  the  first  o  the  month  of  June,  probably  the 
first  Saturday  in  June ;  I  know  it  was  on  Satnrday  night  when  it  was  done. 

Question,  Was  this  Alston  the  colored  representative  in  the  legislature  of  Alabama 
from  Macon  County  f 

Answer,  He  was,  sir. 

Question,  You  may  state  the  particulars  of  the  outrage  upon  him,  so  finr  as  you  know 
or  learned  them  from  reliable  sources  at  the  time. 

Ansurer,  All  that  I  state  now  is  what  I  learned  and  what  was  generally  reported  in 
the  community.  There  had  been  a  meeting  of  the  republican  party,  or  the  Central 
Republican  Club  of  the\;ounty,  as  I  understood,  at  Zion  church.  Alston  had  attended 
there,  and  there  was  quite  a  full  attendance.  After  the  meeting,  and  after  the  congre- 
gation had  dispersed,  about  between  12  and  1  o'clock — it  might  have  been  1  o'clock— ft 
party  of  armed  men  fired  into  Alston's  house.  He  was  about  retiring  to  bed  with  his  wife. 
As  I^  understand,  he  blew  out  the  light  immediately  upon  the  discharge  of  the  first 
gun,  or  about  that  time.  Alston  was  wounded  in  one  or  two  places.  His  wifo  was 
wounded  in  the  ankle.  She  wis  then  in  a  critical  condition,  endente;  and  the  head- 
board and  the  wall  were  .marked  with  bullets,  buckshot,  and  pistol-balls.  Three  or 
four  freedmen  were  taken  up,  charged  with  this  attempted  assassination  of  Alston,  and 
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confined  in  jail.  When  the  report  of  what  had  happened  had  gone  ont  into  the 
coauty^  freediueu  assembled  there  on  Sunday  (the  day  following)  from  all  sections  of 
the  coanty,  and  there  were  at  least  seven  or  eight  hundred  people  in  the  place,  and 
their  object,  as  they  said,  was  to  take  these  freedmen  from  the  jail  and  execute  them 
sdmmarily.  The  sheriff  interposed,  collected  his  posse,  and  held  them  in  check  for 
some  time.  The  governor  was  notified,  and  a  company  of  United  States  troops  went 
np  there  with  the  governor.  As  I  understand,  the  governor  made  them  a  speech.  It 
was  not  necessary  to  call  out  the  military.  The  crowd  dispersed  at  the  notice  of  the 
government,  or  warning  of  the  governor ;  and  immediately  after,  or  within  a  few 
days  afterward,  those  parties  who  had  been  imprisoned  were  bailed.  They  were  sub- 
sequently discharged,  no  true  bill  ever  having  been  found  against  auy  one  of  them  for 
that  offense.  This  shooting,  and  the  subsequent  action  there  of  the  court,  had  a 
tremendous  effect  upon  the  republican  party  in  Macon  County.  Men  said  there  pub- 
licly that  they  should  not  meet  unless  they  met  at  the  court-house,  and  in  the  day- 
time, or  at  such  other  place  as  they  gave  them  permission  to  meet  in. 

Q«cstion.  Who  said  this  f  '  ' 

Answer.  Members  of  the  democratic  party ;  white  men  whom  I  knew  belonged  to 
the  party.  I  was  taunted  with  it  frequently  myself.  That  was  the  state  of  affairs  in 
Hacon  County  about  the  time  I  received  this  notice  to  appear  here  in  Montgomery,  to 
consult  with  the  members  of  the  republican  party  here  relative  to  restoring  confidence 
in  Macon  County. 

(^fUitUm,  Before  you  pass  firom  that,  state  what  your  information  is  as  to  the  size  of 
the  crowd  that  assaulted  Alston  and  his  wife,  and  its  composition. 

Answer.  Well,  there  could  not  have  been  less  than  three,  and  might  have  been  as 
many  as  seven.  That  is  just  my  idea  from  the  bullet-marks  and  the  number  of  shots 
that  were  fired. 

Qtugtion,  Did  you  see  the  shots? 

Angwer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  the  shots.  I  was  not  in  Tuskegee  at  that  time.  I  got 
home  that  night  after  supper. 

Quaiion,  Did  you  understand  what  was  the  cause  of  this  assault  upon  Alston  f 

Antwer,  No,  sir ;  it  was  chargjed  against  the  parties  who  were  committed  on  ac- 
count of  it,  tnat  it  .was  some  misunderstanding  at  the  meeting. 

Question.  You  say  the  parties  who  made  the  assault  were  never  identified  T 

Answer.  Ifo,  sir ;  members  of  the  republican  party,  and  good  men  in  Macon  County, 
always  had  a  suspicion  of  who  did  it,  but  they  never  had  any  positive  proof. 

Question.  You  may  proceed  with  your  narrative,  Mr.  Dougherty. 

Answer.  About  that  time  there  was  considerable  rejoicing  thete,  and  a  short  time 
after  that,  that  the  republican  party  had  been  scattered  to  the  four  winds  and  their 
leader  had  been  shot ;  and  I  received  a  notice,  as  I  said  before,  to  appear  here  for 
the  purpose  of  reorganizing  the  party.  I  came,  and  on  my  return  I  went  back  on 
the  accommodation  train,  and  got  to  Chohaw  a  short  time  after  dark.  My  horse 
and  buggy  were  waiting  for  me.  After  I  got  my  supper  at  the  hotel,  and  gave  the 
servant  an  opportunity  to  get  his,  I  started  for  Tuskegee.  Not  quite  half  a  mile,  be- 
tween a  quarter  and  a  half,  three-eighths  of  a  mile,  parsing  through  a  swamp,  I  was 
fipod  into  rather  in  the  rear  of  my  left  flank.  The  ball  passed  through  the  sleeve  of 
my  coat  in  two  places— cut  my  coat  and  my  shirt  of  the  hand  that  I  had  my  linos  in,  my 
elbow  being  bent.  It  passed  into  the  side  of  my  coat  and  linen  duster,  and  struck  a 
letter  memorandum-book  in  my  left  breast  pocket,  which  glanced  the  ball  in,  and  it 
struck  me  in  the  side,  and  came  out  about  au  inch  and  a  half  from  my  umbilicus.  I 
was  only  fired  at  once,  but  heard  the  party,  whoever  it  was,  endeavoring  to  cock  his 
gun ;  but  my  impression  was,  from  the  sound,  that  he  had  got  the  cylinder  of  his 
weapon  about  half  moved  around,  and  it  had  stopped  from  some  obstrliction ;  that  was 
the  impression  formed  upon  my  mind  from  what  I  heard.  There  was  only  one 
lilt.  This  was  in  a  swamp,  an  unfrequented  place,  and  it  was  so  dark  that 
1  could  just  see  a  little  break  in  the  timber  overhead,  indicating  the  road. 
I  hurried  off  immediately,  and  got  home.  I  stopped  at  Colonel  Bowen^s, 
and  left  some  things  there  that  I  had  got  for  him  in  Montgomery,  and  told 
him  I  had  been  shot,  and  ho  was  very  much  alarmed,  and  requested  me  to  get  out  as 
quickly  as  possible,  and  go  home.  I  went  over,  home— but  I  had  better  go  back  in  my 
Btory— when  I  was  first  shot,  this  little  boy  was  sitting  on  the  left-hand  seat ;  I  sup- 
pose he  was  a  lad  between  fourteen  and  sixteen ;  he  fell  down  instantly  in  the  foot  of 
the  buggy,  and  I  thought  he  was  killed.  After  driving  half  a  mile,  when  I  got  out  into 
tb©  open  woods,  I  saw  hiqa  peep  over  the  side  of  the  buggy,  and  made  him  get  up, 
and  inquired  if  he  was  hurt.  When  I  stopped  at  Colonel  Bo  wen's,  I  told  the  boy  to 
take  my  buggy  and  go  down  town,  and  get  Dr.  Johnson ,  and  bring  him  ont  home  imme- 
diately. I  came  over  home,  and  the  negro  was  there  sitting  in  the  buggy  in  the  back 
}'an1,aud  the  cook- woman  was  out  there  to  help  him  unharness.  I  asko<i  him,  ''Isaac, 
have  you  been  forthe  doctor ;  don't  you  know  I  have  been  shot,  and  I  sent  you  after 
the  doctor  f"  As  soon  as  I  told  him  I  had  been  shot,  he  jumped  out  of  the  buggy,  and 
nu  for  town  very  much  alarmed,  and  the  cook-woman  left  me,  and  ran  into  a  house 
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aud  closed  the  door.  My  mother  went  over  to  Colonel  Bowen*8,  and  got  a  freedman 
from  there  to  go  down  t^wn  after  Dr.  Johnson.  The  boy  went  out  of  the  front  gate,  ijot 
down  to  the  lower  end  of  the  lot,  jnmpeil  over  the  fence,  and  went  hack  home  ;  they 
were  afraid.  I  mention  these  facts  to  show  you  the  state  of  the  people  about  there 
with  i-egard  to  these  things.  I  never  got  a  doctor  until  next  day.  1  may  state  further 
that  tlie  plans  I  proposed  were  carried  out  by  the  republican  party,  in  Macon  County, 
successfully,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  this  eAbrt  was  an  attempt  to  take  my  life,  to  x)iv- 
veut  the  accomplishment  of  anything  of  the  kind. 

(Question,  Hav©  you  any  knowledge  or  information  as  to  who  made  or  inspired  that 
attempt? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  I  know  pretty  well  who  did  it ;  the  man  was  named  Smith, 
J.  S.  Smith.  Ho  was  an  employd  at  a  li very-stable  in  Taskegeo,  and  had  previonsly 
hung  me  in  effigy,  as  also  other  members  of  the  republican  party.  I  have  no  positive 
evidence  that  it  was  him ;  but  circumstautial  evidence  of  the  strongest  character. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  acts  of  violence  perpetrated  in  Macon  County 
during  that  year  ?  • 

Attswer.  I  do,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  may  state  them  to  the  committee. 

Answer.  On  the  night  of  the  3d  of  October  last — October,  1B70— Hon.  J.  W.  Norris, 
Judge  Rice,  and  myself,  made  republican  speeches,  in  the  court-house  at  Tuskegee,  to 
ji  very  large  crowd  of  republicans.  Nearly  all  those  at  the  meeting  were  fre^huen. 
Judge  Rice  was  interrupted  frequently,  and  insulted  most  outrageously,  and  was  given 
the  damned  lie  in  au  undertone.  Major  Norris  aud  myself  were  allowed  to  speak  witb- 
out  interruption.  Aft^r  the  speaking  was  over,  and  some  other  business  connected  with 
the  meeting,  M^i'or  Norris  was  gi*ossly  insulted  and  pressed  upon  by  a  party  of  half- 
grown  boys,  headed  by  the  marshal  there  in  Tuskegee.  Major  Norris  staid  all  night 
with  me,  iiud  after  I  had  put  him  to  bed,  I  went  over  to  my  neighbor's,  Colonel  Bowen, 
to  talk  about  the  events  of  the  day,  aud  matters  generally  in  the  county — county  mat- 
ters particularly.  I  left  Colonel  Bowon*s  about  half-past  11  o'clock,  and  got  back  to 
my  i*oom,  lighted  a  lamp,  and  commenced  reading.  I  generally  kept  a  light  burning 
in*  my  room  all  ni^ht,  and  would  read  myself  to  sleep.  I  hacl  not  more  than  com- 
menced reading  fairly  before  1  heard  the  discharge  of  guns  of  some  kiud.  I  got  up 
and  went  to  the  door.  This  Zion  church  was  within  probably  thVce-fourths  of  a  mile 
«if  my  house.  I  heard  firing  into  the  church  like  the  opening  or  commencement  of  a 
skirnnsh.  I  counted  at  least  ten  or  fit'tceu  shots,  and  then  they  got  so  fast  1  could  not 
count  them.  There  were  two  negroes  killed ;  one  was  killed  almost  instantly,  another 
died  in  the  course  of  a  week  afterward,  and  five  or  six  were  wounded.  This  was  a 
meeting  of  the  stewards  of  the  church,  for  the  puri)ose  of  attending  to  some  church 
matters,  and  I  ascertained  afterward  that  the  party — but  before  I  get  to  that,  I  will 
.stati;  that  I  ran  to  the  door,  and  stood  there  until  the  crowd  had  passed.  They  sepa- 
i-ated  ;  some  of  the  crowd  passed  right  by  my  honse.  The  moon  was  shining  so  bright 
I  could  read  print ;  £  could  read  the  paper  very  easily  oat  in  the  moonshine.  I  saw  the 
horses,  but  I  did  not  go  close  enough.  1  did  not  go  out  in  front  of  the  house.  They 
])a.ssed  ou  by  my  house,  and  after  tney  hatl  got  about  forty  or  fifty  yards  beyond,  they 
st<>pi^»ed  and  shouted  and  hooted  and  made  all  kinds  of  noises,  and  jdid  the  same  when 
they  got  opposite  Colonel  Bowen's  house. 

Qnesiion.  Is  Colonel  Bowen  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  He  is ;  he  is  postmaster  at  Tuskegee. 

Question.  Was  this  crowd  disguised  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  see  them. 

Question.  Could  you  notice  whether  their  horses  were  disguised  t 

A»>iwer.  I  could'uot  see  them  either ;  the  road  goes  around,  and  I  saw  them  on  the 
opposite  hill ;  it  goes  down  a  hill,  and  up  another  one  j  my  house  is  on  the  second  hill; 
I  was  afraid  to  go  into  the  front  part  of  the  yard  ;  in  fact,  I  had  made  arrangements 
for  hiding,  and  after  they  passed  beyond  my  house,  I  weut  into  Major  NorritTs  room, 
and  told  liim,  "  They  are  here ;  there  is  no  doubt  about  that ;  they  have  be^n  firing  uj) 
town  and  they  have  ])assed  on  by  here."  He  asked  for  fire-arms  j  I  told  him  I  did  not 
have  anything  there  but  an  old  gun  I  had  not  shot  for  some  time,  and  did  not  know 
whether  it  would  shoot  or  not.  I  was  very  much  alarmed.  I  told  him,  "  Hold  per- 
fectly still,  and  not  allow  anybody  to  know  you  are  here."  I  said ,  "  I  do  not  think  they  art* 
going  to  attack  you  or  attack  the  house."  I  went  back,  and  I  suppose  sat  up  about  ao 
hour  and  a  half  or  two  hours  and  heard  nothing  more  of  them,  and  went  to  bed. 

Qucsiion.  How  large  was  that  part  of  the  crowd  which  passed  your  house  thai 
night  ? 

Ahsicer.  There  were  four  or  five,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect  or  ascertain. 
ijHdfition.  This  was  the  same  night  of  the  political  meeting  f 
AusiU^r.  It  was. 

Questiffn.  State  who  Mr.  Norris  was;  and,  if  he  was  a  candidate  iforoffice^jwhat  oflSct 
he  was  rVinning  for.  ^jzed  by  VjOOQ^IC 

Answer,  Mr.  Norris  was  the  regular  nominee  of  the  republican  party  of  tue  third  con- 
gressional district  for  Congress.    ' 
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Question,  And  who  was  Jnd^e  Rice  f 

Anmcer.  Judge  Kice  is  a  resident  of  the  second  congressional  district,  a  republican, 
ftfid  ft  lawyer  of  some  note  and  distinction. 

QuesHon.  Is  be  the  same  Judge  Bice  who  was  chief  Justice  of  the  supreme  court 
before  the  war  T 

Anmer,  Yes,  sir ;  for  several  years  a  Judge  of  the  supreme  court,  and  chief  Justice; 
he  worked  his  way  tp  to  the  position  by  resigpatiou  of  other  judges. 

Question.  You  speak  of  Zion  church :  was  that  burned  that  night  f 

Answer.  No,  sir :  I  think  it  was  not  burned. 

Question.  Was  this  a  colored  church  f 

Answer.  It  was,  sir ;  it  was  desecrated  awfully. 

Question.  The  stewards  of  the  church  were  holding  a  meeting  that  night  in  the 
buUdiugt 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  attending  to  some  church  matters,  and  they  had  collected 
a  kind  of  a  purse  there  to  purchase  a  bell,  and  had  the  money  counted  out  on  the  table 
tberej  they  were  straightening  up  their  accounts  when  that  happened. 

Question,  This  churdi  was  situated  in  Tuskegee,  was  itf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  corporate  limits  of  the  town. 

Question.  You  say  two.  negroes  were  killed  outright,  and  one  was  wounded  and  died 
afterward  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  shot  in  the  moulji  and  head. 

Question.  And  several  others  wounded  t 

Anmer.  Yes,  sir.    There  was  a  black  mask  picked  up,  also  a  note. 

Question.  Where  was  this  mask  picked  up  t 

Answer.  It  was  picked  up  about  the  church. 

(^Uon.  Did  yon  see  the  mask  ? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  it. 

Question.  Did  yon  see  the  note  T 

Answer.  I  never  saw  it ;  I  could  have  seen  it  if  I  had  desired. 

Question,  Did  you  understand  what  were  the  contents  of  the  note  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Qwstion,  Wiiat  were  they  t 

Answer,  It  was  a  note  written  by  some  young  ladies  to  some  young  gentleman  in 
Tuskegee,  decliuing  an  invitation  to  attend  them  to  church,  or  attend  him  to  church : 
maybe  one.  or  maybe  two.  This  note  was  picked  up  by  the  pBstor  there— the  colored 
pastor  of  tnat  church — and  repeated,  and  strenuous  efforts  were  made  by  certain  gen- 
tlemen in  Tuskegee  to  obtain  possession  of  it ;  and  by  my  advice  and  counsel,  the 
parties  having  possession  of  the  note  brought  it  down  to  this  place,  and  delivered  it  to 
General  Healy.  My  object  in  that  was,  to  ascertain  who  they  were,  and  have  tiiese 
parties  brought  before  the  United  States  court. 

Quntion.  Did  you  understand  how  large  the  party  was  that  fired  on  the  church  and 
the  negroes  inside  T 

Answer.  It  was  generally  believed  that  there  were  about  fifteen  ;  they  separated  into 
three  parties  after  leaving  the  place. 

Question.  Were  they  all  masked  t^ 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell. 

Question.  You  have  no  information  upon  that  subject  f 

Answer.  I  have  no  information  upon  that  subject. 

Question.  What  was  the  cause  of  their  hostility  to  the  church  or  the  members  of  the 
church  t 

Answer.  The  church  had  been  used  as  a  place  for  political  meetings ;  the  League  had 
Met  there ;  I  never  belonged  to  the  League,  but  I  know  the  League  did  meet  there, 
uid  I  have  met  there  frequently  in  political  meetings  after  the  League  had  discon- 
tinned  its  regular  meetings. 

Qu^tion.  Did  it  ever  transpire  who  committed  this  outrage  upon  the  church  f 

Anmrer.  It  never  has. 

Question.  Has  there  never  been  any  judicial  inquiry  into  the  matter  T 

Answer.  There  was  a  coroner's  investigation  over  one  of  the  freedmen  who  were 
killed  at  the  church,  but  if  they  ever  did  anything  I  am  not  advised  of  it;  I  do  not 
think  any  efforts  have  ever  been  made  to  asceitain  who  did  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  other  instance  of  outrage  upon  colored'  people  or  Union 
men  in  that  county  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do ;  nearly  every  colored  church  and  school-house  in  the  county 
^as  burned  up. 

Question.  Wnat  number  T 

Answer.  The  Arbor  at  Warrior  Stand  was  burned ;  it  is  an  Indian  name,  named  after 
the  Big  Warrior  that  used  to  be  in  that  vicinity  ;  the  Sweet-Gum  church,  on  Caleebee 
Creek,  also ;  then  there  was  another  church  and  school-house  burned  down — I  am  try*- 
ing  to  think  of  the  uamej  it  has  been  so  long  since  that  time,  that  I  had  dismissed 
these  matters  from  my  mmd  ;  but  there  was  one  other  burued  down,  but  the  name  I 
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caunot  now  call  to  mind.  That  Arbor,  at  Warrior  Standi  I  suppose,  was  the  best  prop- 
erty that  was  bnrued  up ;  that  had  been  used  there  at  a  camp-meetiug  by  the  wbit6 
people,  and  they  gave  it  to  the  colored  i^eople  there  after  they  had  discontinued  their 
camp -meeting ;  but  the  Sweet-Gura  church,  at  Caleebee,  was  purchased  by  the  freed- 
men.  I  canvassed  Macon  County  during  the  campaign,  and  the  freedmen  would  inva- 
riably request  me  not  to  hold  my  political  meetings  in  their  churches,  or  about  them, 
or  their  school-houses ;  they  feared  they  '\|rould  be  burned  up. 

Qu^tion.  When  were  those  churches  and  school-houses  burned  t 

Answer,  They  were  burned  before  the  election,  in  the  fall  of  1870— of  last  year. 

Question.  Your  election  took  place  in  November,  1870  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  November,  1870. 

Question.  And  this  burning  took  place  during  the  pendency  of  the  canvass  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  avowed  purpose  for  burning  them  f 

Answer,  There  was  no  purpose  avowed  at  all,  but  it  was  done ;  1  understood  that  it 
was  a  spleen  against  the  freedmen — more  against  the  republican  party  than  anything 
else. 

Question.  What  was  the  relative  stren^h  of  the  two  parties  in  that  county  f 

Answer.  Well,  it  was  about  between  three  and  four  to  one. 

Question.  Which  had  the  mjyority  f 

Answer.  Republicans  have  largely  the  m^ority. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  What  was  their  m.alority  in  the  Grant  election  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect ;  the  statistics  will  show  that ;  I  cannot  call  to  mind,  bat 
I  know  this  much  :  I  made  myself  exceedingly  active  in  the  election  before,  ana  the 
election  in  1869,  when  Mr.  R.  S.  Heflin  was  returned  from  that  district ;  there  was  con- 
siderable feeling  in  1870 ;  I  am  told  there  were  at  least  600  republican  voters  in  Macon 
County  who  did  not  vote  at  all. 

Question.  What  was  the  cause  of  that  T 

Answer.  On  account  of  threats  and  actual  deeds  of  violence  that  had  been  commit- 
ted, and  because  they  were  told  they  should  not  do  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Do  you  say  men  were  deterred  from  voting  f 

Answer.  Yes, sir;  I  know  a  white  man,  one  of  the  most  Intelligent  men  in  Macon 
County,  who  had  been  a  republican,  and  he  came  up  and  voted  an  open  ticket— an 
open  democratic  ticket  out  and  out.  He  said  the  reason  he  did  so  was,  because  he  was 
afraid  to  do  otherwise. 

Question.  Who  was  he  T 

Answer.  Dr.  W.  J.  Gautier. 

By  the  Chairman: 

QuesiioUf  Do  you  say  he  was  a  republican  in  principle? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  had  acted  with  the  republican  party,  and  he  came  up  to  the 
polls  and  voted  the  democratic  ticket  out  ana  out,  and  said  the  reason  was  he  was 
afraid  to  vote  otherwise ;  that  the  Government  could  not  protect  him  against  pnbbc 
opinion  in  this  matter  ;  that  all  he  had  was  here ;  he  was  certainly  afraid  of  his  prop- 
erty being  destroyed  and  his  life  taken.  I  can  state,  furthermore,  that  after  this  Alston 
affair,  no  member  of  the  republican  party  in  Tuskegee  felt  safe ;  Colonel  Bowen,  the 
present  postmaster  there,  for  several  nights  did  not  pull  off  his  clothes ;  most  of  them 
slept  with  double-barreled  guns  and  pistols  about  them,  and  Colonel  Bowen  slept  in 
another  room  from  the  room  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  sleeping  in,  and  kept  a  lamp 
burning  in  a  different  room  from  the  room  he  slept  in  ;  I  changed  my  room  at  home  on 
account  of  some  female  members  of  the  family  coming  home,  and  was  on  the 
ground-floor.  I  was  afraid  to  keep  a  lamp  burning  in  my  room  after  dark,  and  never 
went  out  of  the  house  after  dark. 

Question  Do  any  other  instances  of  violence  occur  to  you  now  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  I  can  particulm-ly  call  to  mind  any  now,  there  were  so 
many  occurring  that  I  heard  of;  but  these  I  give  you  as  authentic. 

Question,  You  may  state  to  the  committee  what  prosecutions,  if  any,  have  ever  been 
instituted  in  the  courts  for  punishing  the  men  who  committed  these  offenses. 

Anstcer.  None  whatever;  as  I  previously  stated,  these  parties  I  mentioned  were 
arrested. 

Question.  I  do  not  refer  to  the  Alston  affair,  but  the  others. 

Answer.  None  whatever. 

Question,  With  that  exception,  no  attempt  has  been  make  to  bring  these  meo  to 
justice  f  r^  I 

An^cer.  None  whatever.  ^  Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 

Question,  After  the  election  did  things  quiet  down  f  ^ 
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Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  migbt  mention  two  other  things  that  occnr  to  my  mind  now  that 
I  Lave  some  recollectioD  of.  I  had  been  advertised  to  speak  at  certain  points  in  the 
county  in  connection  with  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Booth,  from  Autauga,  the  solici- 
tor of  that  county,  and  Mr.  Knox,  of  this  place ;  they  were  to  attend  me  in  my  circuit 
around  the  county.  Mr.  Knox  never  came,  but  Mr.  Booth  did,  and  he  attended  one 
meeting  with  me,  and  I  am  satisfied,  from  the  demonstration  there,  that  Mr.  Booth  was 
afraid  to  attend  any  other. 

Question,  What  was  the  nature  of  the  demonstration,? 

Answer.  We  got  down  there  in  the  morning — got  there  early— and  Mr.  Booth  went  over 
to  a  store.  I  went  to  Mr.  Glass,  the  republican  senator  from  Macon  County.  I  went  to 
his  store  and  stopped  there;  Booth  walked  about,  and  one  man  insulted  and  cursed 
him  without  any  provocation  whatever,  and  they  took  out  their  shot-guns  and  fired 
off  their  squirrel-loads,  and  put  in  buck-shot. 

Question.  Before  the  meetmg  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  could  hear  them  calling  to  each  other  across  the  street  to  bring 
powder  and  buck-shot  over.  I  regarded  it  merely  as  a  piece  of  business  to  terrify  me, 
or  something  of  the  sort ;  they  went  ofif  down  just  ofi"  the  main  street,  and  fired  off 
their  guns,  and  came  back  and  loaded  them,  and  when  we  went  down  to  the  place 
where  the  speaking  was,  this  crowd  came  dowu  there ;  one  man  brought  a  gun  to  the 
Bp«aking,  and  several  had  their  pistols  buckled  upon  them. 

Question.  Was  this  a  day  or  night  meeting? 

Anstcer.  It  was  in  the  day-time.  I  apprehended  some  difiQculty  down  there,  and  had 
a  gun  and  pistol  myself,  and  Mr.  Booth  threw  his  cloak  over  my  gun  to  hide  it,  and  I 
palled  it  otf.  I  made  my  usual  speech  to  the  freedmen  there,  and  Mr.  Booth  made  a 
very  conciliatory  speech. 

Question.  Was  there  any  interruption  of  the  meeting? 

Answer.  None  at  all,  sir ;  there  was  not  a  word  said  that  I  heard  ;  Imnderstood  that 
while  I  was  speaking  a  man  rode  up  on  horseback,  and  made  some  demonstrations  with 
a  pistol,  but  I  never  saw  them  ;  that  was  behind  my  back.  Mr.  Booth  left  then,  and 
we  traveled  to  our  appointments  in  the  night-time  ;  we  would  leave  before  day;  we 
started  at  unseasonable  times,  and  we  had  a  purpose  in  doing  it ;  that  was  one  time 
when  I  thought  there  was  an  elfort  and  intention  to  intimidate,  to  terrify  during  the 
canvass.  At  another  point,  at  Hunnicutt  Precinct,  in  Macon  County,  I  got  down  Siere 
expecting  to  see  a  large  audience ;  there  ought  to  have  been  at  least  three  hundred 
there;  I  found  about  fifty  or  sixty,  and  they  were  all  armed,  either  with  guns  or  with 
pistols. 

Question.  Do  yon  mean  the  freedmen  ? 

Answer.  The  freedmen  were  all  armed  with  guns  or  with  pistols.  I  drove  up  to 
the  store,  and  asked  what  was  the  cause  of  it.  The  justice  of  the  peace  there,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  republican  party,  came  out  and  told  me  that  three  men  had  been 
down  there  the  Saturday  previous,  and  had  cursed  him,  using  very  profane  and  inde- 
cent language  to  him,  and  had  dared  him  to  do  so  and  so,  even  to  speak,  and  then  went 
op  to  the  door  and  tore  down  a  notice  that  had  been  posted  up  there  of  my  coming 
there  to  speak,  and  spoke  of  me  in  very  harsh  and  rude  terms,  and  said  they  would  be 
tbeie  to  meet  the  gentleman  when  he  came. 

Question.  Were  they  democrats  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Leading  men  in  that  part  of  the  country  ? 

Answer.  1  cannot  say  they  were,  but  they  came  from  very  good  families ;  they  were 
young  men ;  one  of  them  was  a  married  man ;  they  tore  down  the  advertisement,  and 
this  one-armed  man  I  spoke  of,  Morrison,  threw  some  bread  and  crackers  he  had  been 
eating  into  the  magistrate's  face,  and  one  of  the  young  men  I  think  drew  his  pistol, 
and  told  him  to  kids  him.  to  kick  the  magistrate;  that  he  was  a  coward  and  dared  not 
resist,  and  notified  him,  "We  will  be  dowu  here  to.  meet  the  eentlemen  when  they 
come  f  when  Y  got  down  there  and  found  the  freedmen  all  armea,  I  felt  very  bad;  I  do 
not  know  that  I  ever  felt  worse  on  any  occasion  of  the  kind ;  I  was  afraid  these  par- 
ties would  come ;  if  they  had  come  I  could  not  have  restrained  the  freedmen  from 
killing  them ;  they  were  prepared ;  they  had  their  guns  there,  and  I  know  I  would  have 
been  immolated  before  I  could  have  got  back  to  town,  or  to  Montgomery,  or  anywhere  . 
where  I  could  have  been  protected. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  meeting  on  the  3d  of  October,  1870 ;  when  Mr.  Norris  and 
Judge  Rice  spoke ;  what  was  the  nature  of  the  interruptions  made  while  Judge  Rice 
was  speaking? 

Answer.  They  would  hiss  him,  and  say,  "You  know  that  is  not  so,*'  and  "That  is  a 
damned  lie,''  and  various  interruptions  of  that  character. 

Quesiion.  Did  you  kpow  the  parties  who  interrupted  him  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  now  say  that  I  do.  #  r^  i 

Questiofi.  Were  they  armed  ?  pigitizPd  by  C^OOQ  IC 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  if  they  were ;  I  saw  no  weapons  produced  at  aUj  thm  were 
some  weapons  drawn  upon  Mtgor  Norris,  or  exposed  rather,  after  the  meeting. 
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Question,  Was  there  any  democratic  paper  published  at  Toskegee  at  that  timef 

Answer,  There  was  the  Tuskegee  News. 

Question,  Did  that  paper  report  these  several  outrages  that  you  have  described  T 

Answer.  Yes,  ^ir ;  they  reported  them,  and  charged  them  upon  republicans. 

Question.  On  what  ground  did  they  charge  them  on  republicans  T 

Afistoer.  On  various  grounds ;  they  said  when  I  was  shot  in  the  swamp  at  that  time, 
tliat  I  was  drunk  and  shot  myself;  they  sent  a  man  over  there  to  borrow  my  pistol  the 
next  day,  a  particular  friend  of  mine,  and  I  had  not  a  pistol ;  I  never  had  one^  and  I 
never  secured  arms  until  after  ttiat  occurrence. 

Question.  What  were  the  comments  of  that  paper  upon  the  shooting  of  Alston  f 

Aimcer.  1  cannot  now  recollect,  sir ;  people  seemed  to  have  lost  si^ht  of  the  aggrava- 
tion of  the  offense,  the  heinousness  of  the  offense  asainst  Alston,  because  the  pe^le 
were  alarmed  there  when  the  negroes  came  in  in  such  crowds ;  they  thought  they  wct6 
going  to  burn  the  town  or  commit  some  other  devastation,  and  they  seemed  to  lose 
sight  of  this  other  offense  altogether,  in  their  anxiety  for  their  own  safety;  and  the 
moment  this  crowd  dispersed  at  the  instance  of  the  governor,  on  his  suggestion  par- 
ties just  stepped  forward  and^gave  bond  for  those  freedmen  charged  with  shootiug 
them,  and  they  bragged  there  they  could  give  a  million  dollars  bond  if  they  wanted  it 

Question.  Was  it  the  habit  of  this  democratic  paper  to  make  light  of  these  outrages 
or  excuse  them  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  deny  them,  or  say  they  were  ordinary  casualties  happening 
every  day,  and  when  one  would  break  out,  a  thing  like  the  shooting  of  Alston  or  the 
firing  into  the  church  or  a  pei-son  firing  at  a  man,  they  would  say  republicans  did  it, 
or  he  did  it  himself. 

Question.  Did  that  paper  discountenance  these  acts  of  violence! 

Answer.  They  never  did  so  openly;  they  have  never  published  it  in  their  paper.  I 
do  not  know  any  democrat  in  the  State  of  Alabama  who  ever  has,  and  I  have  repeat- 
edly told  them,  **  If  you  will  just  hold  an  indignation  meeting,  and  frown  down  such 
a  thing  as  this,  you  can  stop  it ;  but  if  vou  do  not,  you  never  can.'' 

Question.  .\^h&t  would  be  their  reply  f 

Answer.  They  would  say,  ^'  It  does  not  concern  mo,  and  I  have  got  nothing  to  do  with 
it."    . 

Qitestion.  Is  it  your  opinion  if  leading  influential  democrats  of  that  county  had  set 
their  faces  against  those  outrages,  and  made  a  determined  effort  to  repress  them,  they 
could  have  done  sot 

Answer.  1  am  satisfied  they  could,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  on  account  of  the  course 
they  have  pursued  they  may  be  said  to  have  connived  at  these  things. 

Question.  1  understand  you  to  say  that  the  result  of  these  various  acts  of  intimida- 
tiou  that  you  have  described  was  to  reduce  the  republican  msgority  of  that  county 
about  600  r 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  to  break  it  up  entirely,  and  did  reduce  it  in  the  last  election. 

Question.  That  number  of  republican  voters  staid  away  who  otherwise  would  have 
attended  the  polls  and  voted  the  republican  ticket  f 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  not  your  republican  majority  in  1869,  at  the  congressional  election, 
about  1,100  in  Macon  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  1,160.  I  recollect  Mr.  Heflin's  majority  was  very  near  1,160. 
I  think  1,160  were  polled,  but  some  were  cast  out  by  the  board  of  supervisors. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  what  it  was  last  year,  at  the  State  election  f  -       ^ 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  750,  all  polled.  The  board  of  supervisors  threw  out  a  great 
many.  I  think  they  threw  out,  probably,  over  300.  I  will  not  be  certain,  now,  about 
that. 

Question.  So  that  the  ofiBcial  migority  was  reported  about  500,  was  it  not  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  about  that. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  other  disturbance  in  the  counties  acyoining  Macon  f 

Answer,  None,  sir,  but  what  1  have  heard  of  I  have  heard  that  Mr..Hyman  was  run 
away  from  Chambers  County,  and  Mr.  Ward  was  mobbed  there.  Mr.  H^onaA  is  hen^ 
and  will  be  brought  before  the  committee.  He  told  me  he  had  a  subpoena  to  attend 
here  this  morning ;  and  I  heard  or  got  newspaper  accounts  of  all  these  reports  in 
Middle  and  Western  Alabama. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  school-houses  being  burned  and  schools  broken  up 
in  Macon  County  f 

A  nswer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  mentioned  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Was  this  Alston  you  have  referred  to  a  leading  influential  man  among  the 
olored  people  of  Macon  County  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  niore  so  than  any  other  man  in  the  State  or  county.    I  think  he 
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had  a  strouger  infloenoe  OT«r  the  minds  of  the  colared  men  in  Maoon  County  than  ever 
I  saw  exerted  or  used  by  any  man  in  any  case. 

Queatiom,  Was  he,  on  that  account,  very  obnoxious  to  the  democratic  party  of  that 
conutyt 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  very. 

Qitestion,  Have  you  heard  him  frequently  denounced  f 

Answer,  Frequently. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  threats  made  against  him  f 

Amewer,  No,  sir;  I  heard  of  threats,  communicated  to  me,  that  were  made  against 
myself.  Mr.  Harmonnt,  a  member  of  the  legislature  from  this  county,  was  going  down 
from  Tuskegee  on  the  train,  and  two  gentlemen  were  sitting  immediately  in  front  of 
him,  and  talking  about  things  in  Macon  County,  and  one  of  them  said  they  had  run 
Alston  off,  and  if  they  could  get  rid  of  Alley,  the  present  representative,  and  Dougherty, 
tiiey  could  manage  the  freedmen ;  and  the  other  said,  ^'  Yes,  we  have  got  to  get  rid  off 
them,  and  if  we  cannot  get  rid  of  them  in  one  way,  we  will  do  it  in  another.''  I 
remained  there  for  three  months,  and  probably  would  never  get  down  town  but  once  or 
twiee  during  tjbe  whole  time. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question,  Has  Alston  ever  returned  to  that  county  to  live  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  One  thing  I  forgot  to  mention  in  connection  with  this  shooting 
aSaiif  many  arrests  were  made  on  account  of  the  mob  or  unlawful  assembly. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  What  unlawful  assembly  t 

Answer.  The  meeting  of  the  freedmen  after  Alston  was  shot,  to  punish  these  parties, 
and  protect  Alston  also  j  they  had  a  double  purpose ;  many  arrests  were  made,  and 
they  were  arrests  of  the  most  prominent  republican  leaders  in  the  coonty  among  the 
colored  men ;  those  parties  were  kept  in  jail  for  two  or  three  days,  and  then  liberated 
upon  condition  that  they  would  leave  the  county,  or  leave  the  State.  Henry  Cook, 
and  a  shoemaker  there,  and  very  prominent  leader  of  the  republicans  among  the 
freedmen,  a  freedman  himself,  was  told  that  if  he  would  leave  he  might  do  so  ;  if  he 
did  not,  they  would  enforce  the  law  against  him. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

QuesUon,  Who  told  him  so? 

Answer,  Members  of  the  democratic  party  there  in  Tuskegee. 

Qu^tUm,  Who  were  the  men  that  told  him  so  ? 

Ansxcer,  I  do  not  know  who  they  were. 

Question,  How  do  you  know  they  were  members  of  the  democratic  paity  f 

Ans\cer,  I  was  told  so  by  Cook  himself. 

Question,  Did  he  tell  you  who  they  were  t 

Answ&r.  I  do  not  think  I  asked  him  ;  he  is  in  Columbus,  Georgia,  now ;  he  can  be 
hrought  here  by  the  next  train ;  he  will  tell  you. 

QuesHon,  I  wanted  to  know  what  he  told  you,  and  how  you  knew. 

Answer.  He  told  me. 

Qu^tUm,  Is  this  man  Alston  a  man  of  character  and  standing  T 

Answer,  Among  the  colored  men,  he  is. 

Question,  Is  he  a  man  of  truth  and  veracity  f 

Answer.  I  think  he  is. 

Question.  He  stated  that  you,  in  company  with  Mr.  Henry  Foster,  that "  Mr.  Bill 
DoQgherty,  now  a  republican,  met  me  in  the  streets,  immediately  after  this  attack  was 
rtide  upon  me,  and  told  me  they  were  Ku-Klux,  and  were  going  to  kill  me ; "  did  you 
wy  that  t 

Answer.  Immediately  after  what  attack  T 

QuestUm.  Upon  him  t 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  never  said  it. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  tell  him  on  any  occasion  that  you  were  a  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer,  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  doing  so. 

Question.  Did  you,  in  company  >vith  Mr.  Henry  Foster,  ever  have  any  such  conversa- 
tion with  him  at  any  time  f 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  having  had,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  not  recollect  whether  you  ever  told  him  that  you  were  a  Ku-Klux  T 

Answer,  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  doing  it ;  I  never  belonged  to  any  such  organ- 
ization. 

Question.  Then  he  could  not  have  told  the  truth ;  did  he  tell  the  truth  t 

Answer.  I  say,  if  I  ever  told  him  so,  I  was  jesting ;  but  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever 
telling  him  so. 

Question,  Is  not  that  a  matter  you  would  bo  likely  to  recollect,  if  you^^iad  ever  told 

him  so  f  ,  tized  by  VjOOQ 

,  Answer,  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  telling  him  so. 
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QuetifUm.  Would  not  yon  be  likely  to  recollect  such  an  oocnneDcef 

Armi'cr.  I  cantot  say  that  I  would. 

Question.  Is  yonr  memory  as  bad  as  that,  that  yon  cannot  remember  an  important 
matter  of  that  kind  f 

Answer.  I  know  Foster  may  have  said  such  a  thin^  to  him  in  my  company,  but  I  do 
not  think  I  ever  did  ;  I  have  no  recollection  of  it,  if  1  ever  did.  Foster  is  one  of  these 
foolish,  hair-brained  sort  of  fellows,  and  most  f^enerally  under  the  influ^ioe  of  hqnor, 
and  says  and  does  a  great  many  things  that  are  not  so. 

Question.  In  a  matter  of  that  kind,  and  with  refevence  to  a  subject  abont  which  there 
was  so  much  feeling  and  excitement  as  you  have  described,  is  it  possible  that  youeoold 
have  held  that  language  and  not  remember  itf 

Answer.  I  state  this  to  you,  General  Blair,  that  I  am  satisfied,  that  after  the  shooting 
of  Alstin  in  his  house  there,  I  never  made  at  any  time,  under  any  circumstances,  any 
such  statement  in  Henry  Foster's  company,  or  the  company  of  anybody  else. 

Question.  Did  Henry  Foster  ever  make  any  such  statement  to  him  in  your  oompaayf 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell. 

Question.  Could  not  you  remember,  if  you  had  been  in  the  company  o^  Henry  Foster, 
and  he  should  state  such  a  thin^  as  this,  under  such  circumstances  f 

Ansteer.  Well,  Foster  does  ana  says  so  many  foolish  thin^  that  I  do  not  know  that 
I  would  pay  itfuch  attention  to  what  he  would  say  at  any  time. 

Questi<tn.  The  statement  he  made  was :  "  Mr.  Henry  Foster,  and  BiU  Dougherty,  now 
a  republican,  met  me  in  the  street  and  told  me  they  were  Ku-Klux,  and  were  going  to 
"kill  me ;"  that  implies  that  both  of  you  made  the  statement? 

Answer.  I  never  made  it. 

Question.  "  They  persuaded  me  to  bum  up  the  letter  that  I  had  received  or  just  taken 
out  of  the  post-oflSce,^  giving  a  circumstantial  account  of  the  letter,  a  threatening 
letter,  directed  to  him,  which  came  to  his  hands  through  the  post-office ;  and  he  says 
he  called  the  attention  of  the  postmaster  to  this  letter  at  the  time  he  received  it,  and 
that  you  and  Foster  persuaded  him  to  bum  it  up  t 

Answer.  I  never  did. 

Question.  You  do  not  remember  that  t 

Anstcer.  I  never  knew  that  he  received  a  letter ;  I  have  firequently  received  Ku- 
Elux  communications. 

Question.  That  is  not  the  point  now.  I  want  you  to  answer  the  question  I  am  ask- 
ing you.  If  you  have  anything  to  say  about  Ku-Klux  communications  there  is  ample 
time  for  it.     You  never  knew  that  he  received  such  a  letter  f 

Answer.  Never. 

Question.  You  never  persuaded  him  to  destroy  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  su-. 

Question.  Then  he  did  not  tell  the  truth  abont  that  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  whether  he  does  or  not ;  but  when  he  says  I  did  that»  be  i» 
mistaken  about  it. 

Question.  He  says  he  brought  it  down  and  showed  it  to  the  general  in  command  here ; 
that  he  refused  to  be  iJersuiSed  by  you.  You  state  that  the  majority  of  Macon  Coon^, 
in  1869,  was  1,100,  and  in  1870,  at  the  congressional  election,  was  500  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  stiictly  accurate,  General,  but  that  is  my 
best  recollection. 

Question.  Do  not  you  know  the  fact  to  be  that,  in  the  testimony  taken  in  the  coo- 
tested  election  between  Mr.  Norris  and  the  sitting  member,  it  was  proven  that  crowds 
of  negroes  came  over  from  Georgia  and  voted  at  Tuskegee,  and  in  other  election  pre- 
cincts of  Macon  County  T 

Answd'.  There  was  no  such  testimony  with  regard  to  Macon  County ;  there  Wksm 
effort  made  with  regard  to  Russell  County,  which  is  separated  from  Georgia  by  Chat- 
tahoochee Hiver ;  there  was  testimony  to  that  effect,  and  testimony  against  that  I 
recollect  the  testimony  distinctly,  because  I  was  repi'esenting  Mtgor  Morris  as  his  coun- 
sel at  the  time.    I  recollect  the  testimony  upon  both  sides. 

Question.  You  say  there  was  no  such  testimony  as  to  Macon  County  t 

Answer.  None  whatever. 

Question.  Mr.  Dougherty,  were  you  ever  indicted  for  a  crime  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  crime  for  which  you  were  indicted,  aad  what  was  yonr 
defuse  T 

Answer.  I  was  indicted  for  murder. 

Question,  What  was  your  defense  t 

Answer.  The  defense  was,  that  at  the  time  the  deed  was  committed  I  was  under  th« 
influence  of  morphine  to  such  an  extent  as  destroyed  my  reason.  That  was  the  evi- 
dence admitted  by  the  State. 

Question.  Was  not  the  defense  that  you  were  insane  f 

^?i«toer.  No,  sir.  O  r\r\a\o 

Question.  Where  were  you  tried  t  Digitized  by  VjUU^  IC 
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Antwer,  In  Macon  County! 

Question,  When  was  tliis  occurrence  t 

Anmcer.  The  occurtrence  was  Sunday  evening,  in  my  room,  the  12th  day  of  January, 
18(J8,  and  I  was  tried  in  December  of  the  same  year. 

Qnf»iion.  1869? 

Ansxrer.  No,  sir ;  December,  1868. 

^!M9iion.  Who  was  the  offeose  committed  upon ;  who  was  the  person  killed? 

Answer.  One  Timothy  Davis. 

Question,  Was  he  a  white  man  ? 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir. 

Qitestion,  Wlio  charged  these  freedraen  with  the  outrage  upon  Alston  ? 

Answer,  1  do  not  remember,  sir.  At  the  time  these  parties  wore  arrested,  and  during 
almost  all^the  time  that  this  disturbance  was  going  on  in  Tuskegee,  I  was  in  a  differ- 
ent part  of  the  county,  taking  the  census. 

Question,  The  negroes,  you  say,  assembled  from  all  parts  of  the  county  to  execute 
the  freedmen  charged  with  the  crime  ? 

Anstver.  Ye8,.sir  j  and  also  to  protect  Alston,  their  representative. 

Question,  They  had  a  distinct  purpose,  to  execute  these  men  ? 

Answer,  After  they  got  there  they  had  so  much  so  that  the  sheriff  had  to  stimmon  a 
posse  to  protect  them. 

Question,  The  parties  were  bailed,  and  subsequently  discharged  upon  bonds  given  by 
whom? 

Aneteer,  I  do  not  remember.  I  did  recollect,  too.  I  do  not  recollect  now  ;  but  I  had 
a  certified  copy  of  the  record  attached  to  the  testimony  in  the  Norris  and  Handley  con- 
tested-election case,  but  I  cannot  call  to  mind  the  testimony  on  that  point  now. 

Question,  You  say  that  the  charge  was  that  there  was  a  misunderstanding  in  the 
meeting  of  the  freedmen  prior  to  this  assault  upon  Alston  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qu^lion,  And  that  by  reason  of  this  misunderstanding  the  parties  made  this  attack  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  there  such  a  misunderstanding  at  the  meeting  ? 

Answer.  Not  more  than  was  ordinary  among  them  at  the  meetings  there. 

Question.  They  generally  have  a  misunderstanding,  do  they  ? 

Answer,  There  was  generally  a  good  deal  of  confusion  and  excitement  at  their  meet- 
ings. They  were  organizing  a  club  theje,  and  there  were  some  parties  there  who 
wanted  the  ascendency,  and  there  was  a  party  that  wanted  to  get  some  of  Alston's  in- 
fluence that  were  really  oijposed  to  Alston — one  or  two. 

Question,  Upon  whose  affidavits  were  these  men  arrested  ? 

Ansu^er.  I  cannot  now  call  to  mind.  I  never  examined  the  record.  I  had  it  taken, 
and  had  it  attached.  I  do  not  think  I  examined  the  affidavits ;  if  I  did,  X  have  for- 
gotten it  entirely. 

Question.  They  were  arrestod  on  affidavits,  were  they  not  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  they  were.  I  cannot  say  now  whether  they  were  arrested 
upon  affidavits,  or  Just  simply  taken  up  on  suspicion  by  the  sheriff  without  a 
waiTaut. 

Question.  Was  the  sheriff  a  republican  ? 

Ansujer.  Yes,  sir  ;  not  a  very  zealous  one,  but  he  claimed  to  be  in  the  republican 
pwty.  Ho  did  not  vote  the  republican- ticket  at  the  last  congressional  election.  I  did 
not  consider  him  a  republican,  and  would  not  let  him  have  any  of  the  tickets  for  dia- 
tribution.    Ho  called  on  me  for  them. 

Question.  You  had  recently  become  a  republican,  then? 

Answer,  I  was  a  republican  in  1867,  but  I  never  manifested  it.  I  was  a  republican 
before  my  trial,  in  1868,  but  I  never  let  it  bo  known.  I  talked  with  some  members  oi 
the  republican  party,  intimate  friends  of  mine. 

Question.  Yon  had  not  announced  yc^nrself  as  a  republican  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  never  announced  myself  as  a  republican  until  after  my  trial. 

Question.  At  the  time  that  Alston  ways  you  told  him  you  were  a  Ku-Klux  you  had  not 
announced  yourself  then  as  a  republican  ? 

Ansiver.  Of  yes 'j  I  had. 

Question,  His  language  is  that  "  Bill  Dougherty,  now  a  republican,  met  him,  and 
told  him  he  was  a  Ku-Klnx."  That  seems  to  imply  that  he  did  not  know  that  you  bad 
announced  yourself  then  as  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  Well,  it  must  refer  to  some  other  time.  If  I  ever  did  such  a  thing  it  was  a 
long  time  before  1868. 

Question.  You  think  it  probable,  then,  that  you  did  do  such  a  thing  ?    . 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  it.  I  have  no  recollection  on  that  subject ;  if  I  ever 
did  such  a  thing  I  do  not  remember  it.  I  never  belonged  to  any  such  organization. 
The  Ku-Klux  papers  were  posted  on  my  door  in  1867.  I  do  not  know  /whether  they 
were  intended  for  me,  or  a  party  who  was  right  under  me.         Digitized  by  Vj 


1032       CONDITION   OP  AFFAIBS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

,    Question,  Ton  gave  an  acconot  of  an  attempt  to  assassinate  yoa,  and  stated  it  was 
your  belief  that  J.  8.  Smith  was  the  party  I 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qut»tion,  What  were  the  circumstances  that  led  yon  to  that  belief,  f 
Answer,  Mr.  Smith  I  bad  never  spoken  to  in  my  life ;  he  hang  me  in  effigy,  or  Colonel 
fiowen  and  myself,  on  the  coui-t-house  square,  for  the  interest  we  had  taken  in  the 
town  election  in  Tnskegee.  This  was  done  during  my  absence  from  home.  Upon'my 
return  I  ascertained  that  he  was  the  man  who  did  it.  I  said  nothing  to  Mr.  Smith  at 
all,  and  did  not  give  the  matter  any  consideration  or  care  about  it.  The  day  I  went 
to  come  down  to  Montgomery  here — it  was  the  27th  day  of  June  that  I  came— I  car- 
ried my  books  along — my  oensns  papers,  and  got  down  to  Chehaw  to  take  the  statis- 
tics 4>f  that  county  close  around  there.  I  wanted  to  work  until  the  train  came ;  I  was 
pushed  for  time.  As  I  passed  up  by  warehouse  this  man  Smith  was  there..  He  came 
out  and  looked  at  me  and  went  back ;  his  wagon  was  loaded ;  he  was  hauling  Ua  Mr. 
J.  L.  Adams.  I  went  down  to  the  hotel.  When  1  came  back — the  hotel  is  two  hundred  or 
two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  distant  from  the  warehouse — Smith's  wagon  waa  still  there. 
He  was  sitting  in  the  wagon  with  his  lines  and  whip  in  his  hands,  and,  as  I  passed 
around  by  him  to  get  into  the  shadow  of  the  house — it  was  a  very  warm  dJny — ^he  ^ve 
me  a  very  mde,  insolent  stare,  so  much  so  that  it  was  insulting  to  me,  and  Ideiennmed 
to  call  him  to  account  for  it  right  there ;  but  after  I  had  got  in  the  shadow  of  the 
house,  I  concluded  not  to  pay  any  attention  to  him,  as  he  had  not  said  anythiaj^  to 
me,  and  I  might  be  arrested  there  if  I  raised  a  difficulty  with  him,  and  it  miglut 
InteHere  with  my  trip  to  Montgomery.  I  said  nothing  to  him ;  aod,  as  I  got  out,  I 
told  this  little  boy,  ^^  Do  yon  ta^e  my  horse  home  now,  and  walk  him  every  step  of 
the  way,  and  come  back  here  to-morrow  evening  to  meet  the  accommodation  train.'* 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Did  Smith  hear  that  f 

Answer,  Smith  was  sitting  right  there  in  his  wagon,  and  I  was  as — well,  he  had 
room  to  turn  around  but  he  did  not ;  he  let  the  boy  go  ahead.  I  told  him  to  take  the 
buggy  to  the  shop  and  have  it  mended,  some  traps  put  on,  and  come  back  the  next  day 
to  meet  the  accommodation  train,  and  I  left  him.  He  drove  right  on  behind  the 
boy.  The  boy  did  not  travel  the  regujar  road  to  town,  but  turned  oat  to  the  right, 
which  carried  him  out  by  my  house,  and  Smith  asked  him,  **  Is  that  the  way 
yon  got"  The  boy  answered,  "  Yes,  sir."  He  says,  "  Why  don't  you  go  this  wayf" 
The  Doy  said,  ''This  is  the  nearest  wa.t  to  Mr.  Dougherty's  house;  he  always 
travels  this  road."  When  I  got  back  after  I  was  shot  the  boy  came  in  and  toM 
me  this.  He  was  a  boy  I  hir^  expressly  to  carry  my  things  over.  He  told  me  these, 
things;  he  told  me  that  when  he  went  down  next  day  to  meet  the  train,  he  got  there 
some  time  before  the  train  arrived,  and  concluded  to  water  the  horse,  and  started  back 
on  the  road  to  Tuskogee,  a  diifereut  road  from  the  one  I  travel.  He  really  went  back 
to  drive  the  horse  more,  and  he  met  Smith  coming  in  his  shirt-sleeves,  with  a  pistol 
on  him,  a  Colt's  revolving  rifle.  He  asked  him, ''  Has  the  accommodation  train  comet" 
The  boy  told  him  "  no."  He  hurried  on  ;  the  boy  watered  his  horse,  and  tamed  around 
and  went  right  back  to  Che  haVv^  and  did  not  see  Smith  there.  He  asked  a  freedman 
there,  named  Jacob  Dodge,"  Have  you  seen  Mr.  Smith  t  He  has  left  his  wagon  that  be 
has  been  hauling  over  with,  and  inquired  of  me  if  the  accommodation  train  had  come," 
Jacob  said,  "  No,  I  suppose  Mr.  Adams  has  turned  him  off."  Adams  was  a  very  strict 
man  in  matters  of  buniness.  Smith  did  not  appear  when  the  train  came ;  he  came  up 
and  staid  all  night  at  Higginbotham's  tavern ;  he  was  recogni7.ed  there.  There  was 
a  friend  of  mine,  a  Mr.  Bryan— a  personal,  but  not  a  political  friend — who  saw  him 
there  early  next  morning,  and  he  said,  "  What  are  you  doing,  Smith  ;  have  you  come 
from  Tuskogee  this  morning  t"  He  said,  yea,  he  had.  No  omnibus  had  come  in,  no 
hack  or  wagon  of  any  kind;  it  was  just  abont  sun-np ;  there  had  been  no  train  either 
way  on  the  road,  llie  track- walker  said  that  he  staid  there  all  night,  and  so  did 
some  freedmen  who  were  waitera  at  the  hotel.  The  sheriff  saw  him  there  next  morn- 
ing, and  so  did  Greneral  Gunn,  an  attorney  there,  who  lives  in  Opelika.  The  sheritf 
examined  his  gun,  and' asked  him  what  he  was  doing  with  it.  He  said  ho* brought  it 
to  kill  game.  After  I  had  passed  him  at  the  warehouse,  and  gone  down  to  the  hotel, 
he  walked  in  and  says:  to  Mr.  Kennedy,  the  warehouse-keeper,  "  There  is  that  God 
damned  census-taker  going  along  tliere."  Mr.  Kennedy  says,  "  If  you  do  not  trouble 
William,  he  will  not  bother  you"— Kennedy  has  a  peculiar  way  of  talking — "he  will 
not  trouble  you  unless  you  trouble  him."  He  says,  *•  What  has  he  done  to  you  f 
Smith  says,  "Well,  he  is  a  God-damned  radical ;"  and  then  he  used  other  words  in  con- 
nection with  my  lameness,  my  infirmities.  He  said  he  hated  me  on  that  account,  and 
thlkt  the  first  opportunity  he  got  he  intended  to  give  me  hell,  or  words  to  that  effect. 
A  short  time  afterward,  when  I  began  to  get  well  enough  to  go  down  town,  I  was  so 
well  satisfied  that  he  was  the  man,  that  I  at  once  took  a  buggy  and  went  an  nnbtr 
qnented  way  to  General  Gunn's  one  Sunday  to  have  this  man  arrested.  I  went  by  the 
most  out-of-the-way  route  1  could  find,  and  employed  Gunn  and  Colongl  R.  F.  Ligon 
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to  prosecnte  him  ;  bnt  he  got  Intimation  of  it  from  some  canse,  I  do  not  know  what— I 
cannot  tell  how  he  did — bat  he  left  that  day,  and  has  never  been  back  to  Tuskegee 
tince.  He  came  in  on  the  hack  next  morning  after  the  shooting,  and  Colonel  Bowen 
and  others  saw  him  on  the  hack.  Mr.  Adams,  his  employer,  was  asked  why  it  was  he 
was  down  there,  and  Adams  replied  that  he  had  gone  down  there  to  see  a  Miss  Henr^', 
a  young  lady  ;  and  I  took  occasion  to  inqnire  of  the  Henry  family,  and  they  said  he 
never  was  in  their  honse  in  his  life.  He  was  a  stranger  abont  there ;  he  had  very 
recently  come ;  1  had  no  acquaintance  with  him  whatever,  bnt  I  could  frequently  bear 
of  his  making  harsh  remarks  about  me.  I  never  paid  any  attention  to  him,  because 
be  was  a  man  in  a  very  menial  occupation,  and  I  did  not  care  about  having  any  diffi- 
culty with  him. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Yon  consider,  then,  that  this  attempt  upon  you  grew  out  oi  the  hostility  of 
this  individual  T 

Aiuwer.  Well,  he  could  not  have  had  any  personal  animosity  against  me,  because  I 
nerer  gave  him  any  cause.  When  I  first  saw  the  man  there  about  the  stable,  I  thought 
abta  to  myself,  **  There  is  some  poor  confederate  soldier  who  is  wounded,  and  cannot 
do  any  other  sort  of  work  than  to  clean  out  stalls,  and  I  will  make  his  acquaintance, 
and,  if  he  is  the  right  sort  of  man,  I  will  let  him  know  he  has  a  friend  in  me.''  But 
before  I  ever  got  acquainteH  with  him,  I  found  him  cursing  and  abusing  me.  He  shot 
St  a  man  there  simply  because  he  was  a  republican,  an'd  &r  nothing  else.  He  made 
bis  brags  that  he  had  taken  three  shots  at  him  before  he  could  kiU  him ;  ho  said  he 
waB  the  hardest  man  to  kill  he  ever  shot  at. 

QitesUim,  Who  was  the  man  he  shot  at  f 

Aiuwer,  J.  H.  Hodnett. 

Question,  Who  did  he  tell  that  he  shot  at  Hodnett  t 

Anmcer,  I  heard  P.  R.  McRinzie — I  will  not  be  positive  whether  it  was  Mr.  McKin- 
lie ;  but  now  I  recollect  that  the  circumstance  was  mentioned  in  the  presence  of  Mr. 
HcEinzie,  and  he  said,  "  Yes,  Hodnett  had  complained  of  being  shot  at  one  night  as  he 
left  his  billiard-room. 

Qwstion,  You  say  McKlmeie  said  that  Hodnett  had  complained  of  being  shot  at  after 
leaving  his  billiard-room,  and  that  this  man  told  McKinzie  that  he  had  shot  at  him  f 

Answer,  It  was  told  there  in  the  presence  of  severaL  I  do  not  remember  who  were 
present.    I  cannot  call  to  mind  who  were  present. 

Question,  Were  you  present? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  was  there. 
*    Question,  Were  yon  present  when  this  man  declared  thatT 

Answ^,  O  no,  sir;  I  was  not  present  when  he  declared  it ;  I  was  not  present  then.  I 
have  been  trying  to  think  who  it  was  I  heard  say  it.  It  was  some  man  who  was  ac- 
quainted with  him  there. 

Question.  Who  did  Smith  tell  that  Hodnett  was  a  hard  man  to  kill ;  that  he  had  shot 
at  him  three  times  f 

Answer.  That  all  came'  up  in  the  same  way ;  I  got  it  from  the  same  man. 

Question,  You  cannot  remember  whom  f 

Answer,  Ho,  sir ;  I  do  not  remember. 

Question,  When  did  you  hear  that  f 

Answer,  I  heard  that  after  I  came  down  town. 

Question.  After  yon  had  been  shot  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  after  I  got  well,  and  came  down  town.  I  was  making  some 
further  inquiries.  I  presented  this  man  Smith  to  the  grand  jury,  but  I  do  not  know 
whether  they  ever  got  a  true  bill  against  him  or  not ;  their  proceedings  are  all  secret. 
I  would  not  be  apt  to  know  unless  they  should  arrest  him. 

Question.  He  said  that  he  shot  at  him  three  times,  and  that  he  was  very  hard  to  kill| 
and  that  be  had  shot  at  him  because  he  was  a  republicau  simply  f 

Answer.  No ;  he  did  not  state  that  he  shot  at  him  because  he  was  a  republican. 

Question,  Yon  said  so. 

Answer.  I  did  not  mean  to  be  understood  that  the  word  *^  republican "  was  used  in 
that  connection,  but  that  was  the  real  cause  of  his  shooting  at  him.  I  do  not  know 
that  he  stated  the  cause. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  it  was  the  cause  f 

Answer,  For  this  reason  :  that  Hodnett  was  rendering  himself  peculiarly  obnoxious 
to  the  people  there  in  his  political  course,  and  was  doing  some  very  improper  things,  as 
I  thought  myself. 

Question,  What  were  those  improper  things  t^at  he  was  doing,  as  you  thought  f 

Ansioer,  Well,  there  are  some  things  that  he  did  there  which  I  thought  were  im- 
proper. Ho  encouraged  the  freedmen  to  go  to  town  after  Alston  was  shot.  I  thought 
that  IK  as  improper. 

Questum,  And  for  that  reason  you  know  that  it  was  Smith  shot  at  him,  although  Smith 
did  not  say  that  he  had  shot  at  him  because  he  was  a  republican  f 
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Answer,  Another  reason — Smith  was  ahusing  repnblicans  fj^enerally,  and  threateoing 
them  generally.    I  could  hear  of  these  things  in  different  ways. 

Question.  And  for  that  reason  you  know  that  he  shot  at  him  because  he  was  a 
republican  t 

Answer.  If  he  shot  at  him  at  alL  I  hare  only  Mr.  Smith's  word  that  he  did  shoot  at 
him,  and  I  would  not  likely  believe  Mr.  Smith  unless  he  was  corroborated. 

Question,  Did  Smith  tell  you  that  he  shot  at  him  f 

Anstoer,  I  never  spoke  to  him  in  my  life. 

Question,  Who  did  he  tell  that  he  shot  at  him  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question,  You  stated  that  after  a  certain  meeting,  at  which  you  had  spoken,  and  ako 
Major  Norris  had  spoken,  Mtgor  Norris  was  grossly  insulted  by  a  crowd  of  boys  and 
men  headed  by  the  marshal. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Who  is  the  marshal  f 

Answer,  His  name  is  Avery,  I  believe.  I  know  this  only  from  what  I  heard  M^or 
Norris  say.  I  want  that  so  qualified.  Major  Norris  went  over  everything  that  had 
transpired  when  ho  c^ot  to  me.  I  was  not  with  him  at  the  time.  He  saw  me  and  cane 
across  the  street,  and  was  very  glad  to  meet  me,  and  then  told  me  about  the  insolts 
that  had  been  heaped  upon  him  there. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  a  note  that  was  picked  up  at  the  clureh  on  the  occasion  of  the 
assault  upon  it,  which  note  you  say  was  by  a  young  lady ;  to  whom  was  that  noto 
addressed? 

Answer,  As  I  never  saw  the  note  I  can  only  state  what  I  heard.  If  my  recollectioD 
is  correct,  the  note  was  addressed  to  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Morrison,  and  a 
young  man  by  the  name  of  Barton. 

Question,  Addressed  to  two  young  men  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.'  I  will  not  be  positive  about  that,  as  I  never  saw  the  note,  I  did 
my  best  to  have  that  note  secured,  and  sent  down  here  before  the  district  court,  not 
for  any  political  purpose,  but  to  preserve  law  and  order  up  there. 

Question,  Who  are  Messrs.  Morrison  and  Barton  f 

Answer,  Mr.  Morrison  1  do  not  know,  but  Mr.  Barton  was  a  lad,  I  suppose,  nineteen 
years  old.  • 

Question,  Did  he  live  in  Tuskegee  f 

Ansiocr,  Yes,  sir;  his  father  lives  there  now.  I  think  his  father  was  a  candidate  for 
sheriff— that  he  is  a  candidate  now,  or  was,  I  do  not  know,  but  he  is  living  there  with 
his  father  still.  He  staid  probably  down  on  the  plantation,  on  his  father^  place,  and 
superintended  matters. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  who  Morrison  wast 

Answer,  I  never  saw  Mr.  Morrison — this  gentleman  that  was  spoken  of ;  be  bad  a 
married  brother  who  waa  living  there  not  far  from  Tuskegee ;  he  had  a  farm  in  the 
country.  I  never  saw  the  young  man,  and  would  not  know  him  if  I  was  to  see  him 
now.  I  knew  the  married  one.  He  was  a  one-armed  man,  and  the  same  man  that 
threw  the  faggots  in  the  magistrate's  office  in  Hunnicnt. 

Question,  Were  any  proceedings  taken  or  had  against  these  two  young  men  t 

Answer.  None  at  all,  sir.  Now,  Dr.  J.  G.  Griggs,  as  I  am  informed,  made  repeated 
efforts  to  cet  hold  of  that  note.  I  don't  know  by  what  authority  he  wanted  it,  but  I 
advised  the  parties  in  possession  of  it  not  to  let  him  have  it,  but  to  keep  the  note 
secure  and  pass  it  about  among  them  until  they  had  a  safe  opportunity  to  deliver  it  to 
the  United  States  marshal.  They  wanted  to  give  it  to  me,  but  I  would  not  have  it, 
and  would  not  even  look  at  it. 

Question.  Why  would  you  not  look  at  it  f 

Answer,  I  did  not  want  to  be  connected  with  it  in  any  way ;  I  was  afraid  to  have  it 
in  my  possession,  or  to  let  it  be  known  that  I  had  it  in  my  possession. 

Questio^u  Did  you  regard  it  as  an  evidence  of  the  guilt  of  those  parties  f 

Answer,  I  could  not  tell  how  it  would  be  regarded,  but  it  bore  date  on  Sunday  and  it 
was  found  about  the  church  there  on  Tuesday  morning,  I  think — the  following  Tues- 
day. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  When  was  the  church  fired  upon  f 
Answer,  On  Monday  night  between  12  and  1  o'clock. 

V 

8        By  Mr.  Blair  : 

'^^Question,  Why  was  it  not  put  before  the  grand  jury  T 

tWjwtrer.  The  note! 

A  ^I'iestion,  Yes. " 

well  mcer.  Well,  I  did  not  counsel  them  to  put  it  before  the  crand  jury,  because  I  did 

quent<nk  the  grand  jury  would  take  any  notice  of  it.     Digitize(Pu  *^ 

most  Of  j(>,|.  ^e  the  officers  of  the  county  all  republicans  T 
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Antwer.  Well,  they  were  elected  by  the  r^nblioan  party;  the  probate  indge,  sheriff 
and  circuit  clerk,  but  the  Qircnit  clerk  was  merely  Dominally  the  clerk :  ne  got  a  man 
there  to  do  the  business  of  his  ofBce.  The  circuit  clerk,  really  was  his  deputy,  who 
was  not  a  republican ;  he  is  a  very  clever  man  ;  I  would  not  have  been  afi-aid  to 
have  tmsted  the  paper  with  him  myself— with  this  deputy — but  I  did  not  think  it 
would  do  any  good ;  I  really  was  not  advised  as  to  the  proper  place  to  leave  the  note, 
for  investigation. 

Question.  Who  summoned  the  grand  jury  T 

Answer,  The  sheriff,  the  probate  judge,  and  the  circuit  clerk. 

Question.  These  parties  were  all  elected  by  the  republicans  t 

Answer,  The  sheriff  and  circuit  clerk  were  elected  ;  the  probate  judge  was  appointed 
by  the  governor — Governor  Smith. 

Question,  You  did  not  think  the  grand  Jury  selected  by  these  gentlemen  would  take 
any  notice  of  it? 

Ansicer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Why? 

Answer,  Well,  for  this  reason :  that  they  were  composed,  or  generally  had  been  com- 
posed, principally  of  democrats  there,  men  who  were  bitter  in  their  political  feelings  ; 
there  had  been  one  or  two  republicans  upon  the  grand  jury  there — white  men. 

Question.  Are  there  not  always  negroes  upon  the  grand  jury  ? 

Awtwer,  There  never  has  bfeen  a  negro  upon  any  jury  of  any  kind  in  Macon,  except 
one ;  the  coroner's  jury  there  empaneUed  some  negroes  upon  one  occasion  when  1  was 
acting  as  coroner. 

Question,  You  think,  then,  that  a  grand  jury  consisting  of  a  m^ority  of  democrats 
in  that  county  would  refuse  to  indict  a  man  guilty  of  assassination  and  murder? 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  it  where  the  evidence  was  plain  and  manifest  j  I  do  not  be- 
lieve they  would  then. 

Question,  In  this  particular  instance,  this  flagrant  outrage  you  have  described,  an 
sfiioult  upon  inoffensive  men  in  a  church,  was  not  put  before  the  grand  jury  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  say  it  was  not  put  before  the  grand  jury,  but  I  say  if  the  grand 
jnry  ever  took  any  action  in  the  matter  I  am  not  advised  of  it,  and  would  not  be  untU 
a  capias  had  been  issued  to  the  party  arrested ;  there  have  never  been  any  arrests  made, 
and  nobody  has  ever  left  the  county,  as  I  know  of,  except  Smith. 

Question.  You  know,  in  fact,  that  a  very  important  piece  of  evidence  which  was  in 
the  hands  of  republicans,  to  wit,  the  letter  to  which  yon  refer,  never  was  put  before 
the  grand  Jury  ? 

Answer,  I  am  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  that  that  paper  never  was  before  the  grand 
jnry. 

Question,  It  never  was  in  the  custody  of  any  one  except  republicans  ? 

Answer.  It  never  was  that  I  know  of.  Now,  the  preacher  there,  John  Butler,  who 
had  charge  of  that  paper,  came  to  me,  and  told  me  he  was  going  to  deliver  it  to  Mr. 
Paget,  the  sheriff,  and  I  advised  him  not  to  do  it.  Says  I,  "Do  not  do  it ;  the  United 
States  marshal,  is  the  proper  custodian  of  that  paper  :  carry  it  to  him.'' 

Question,  Yon  were  asked  the  question  by  Senator  Fratt  if  there  were  any  prosecu- 
tions against  the  parties  who  conimitted  these  acts.  You  replied  that  there  were  not, 
to  your  own  knowledge. 

Ausicer,  Yes,  sir. 

(^lestion.  I  ask  you  the  question  if  all  the  officers  through  whom  a  prosecution  could 
he  instituted  were  not  republicans,  and  all  the  evidence  in  regard  to  that  transaction 
in  the  hands  of  republicans  ? 

Answer,  Well,  the  county  officers,  as  I  before  stated,  were  republicans,  and,  "^ith  ref- 
erence to  that  particular  act,  the  paper  was  in  the  hands  of  republicans. 

Question.  And  republicans  only  ? 

Answer,  Eepublicans  only,  so  Tar  as  I  know. 

Quesfjon.  Who,  then,  is  responsible,  if  any  one  is  responsible,  for  these  prosecutions 
not  having  been  instituted  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  might  be  said  to  be  responsible  for  that  paper  not  having  cone  be- 
fore the  grand  jury,  because  I  advised  a  contrary  course.  And  the  reason  wny  I  ad- 
vised it  was,  that  I  was  afraid  that  justice  would  not  be  meted  out  to  the  parties.  I 
'^^  uncertain  as  to  the  best  manner  of  proceeding  in  regard  to  it ;  I  thought  future 
events  might  develop  more  facts,  and  I  wanted  the  paper  in  a  safe  place. 

Question,  Did  Dr.  W.  J.  Gautier  tell  you  he  was  afraid  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer,  He  did  not ;  we  have  not  been  on  intimate  terms,  and  at  several  times  there 
"SB  been  a  coolness  existing  between  us. 

Question.  Who  did  he  tell  ? 

Answer,  I  got  my  information  from  Colonel  W.  B.  Bowen. 

Question.  The  postmaster  ? 

.  Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Colonel  Bowen  and  myself  were  together.  I  recollect,  the  occa- 
^Q  on  which  he  told  me  ;  we  were  talking  abotit  the  lamentable  state  of  affairs  in 
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the  cocintjy,  and  the  fear  on  the  xwot  of  the  people?  to  express  their  true  seothnentSy 
and;  among  other  things,  he  just  mentioned  that  as  a  yeiy  sad  thing  in  this  country. 

Question.  Bid  you  kuow  that  Gautier  "was  a  repnhhoan  7 

Answer.  He  helonged  to  the  Leagne.  and  met  frequently  in  republican  meetings.  I 
have  been  in  repabhcan  meetings  with  him.  I  do  not  know  what  his  politics  are  now. 
He  is  a  man  of  influence;  standing,  and  property. 

Question,  How  did  you  know  he  was  in  the  League  f 

Answer.  From  information ;  from  having  heard  him  say  so ;  I  heard  him  say  so  in  a 
speech. 

Question.  Ton  have  seen  him  in  republcan  meetinjra  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    I  never  was  in  a  League  myself. 

Question.  How  long  since  did  yon  see  him  in  a  republican  meeting  f 

Answer.  1  saw  him  in  republican  meetings  in  the  winter  or  spring  of  1870 ;  I  know 
that  I  saw  him  in  two  political  meetings. 

Question.  That  was  prior  to  the  last  conj^essional  election  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  prior  to  the  congressional  election  in  1869 — no ;  let  me  see— not 
prior  to  the  congressional  election  in  1B69 ;  it  was  prior  to  the  last  congressional  elec- 
tion, before  the  month  of  June. 

Question.  You  had  never  attended  republican  meetings  prior  to  that  yourself,  had 
youf 

Anstoer.  I  commenced  in  1869, 1  think ;  I  made  myself  active  in  the  cou^essiooal 
campaign  of  1869 ;  1  did  all  that  I  could  honestly  and  conscientiously  do  for  the  success 
of  the  republican  ticket. 

Question.  You  stated  that  the  people  were  alarmed  at  the  crowd  collected  to  defend 
Alston  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  to  kill  the  men  charged  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  understand,  also,  and  it  was  a  general  report  there,  that 
Hodnett  and  Alston  had  sent  out  runners  through  the  country  for  the  freedmen  to  eo^ 
lect  there,  to  protect  Alston's  life.  He  was  ve^  much  alarmed,  and  many  of  them 
came  fit  his  bidding. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  who  went  on  the  bond  of  these  parties  t 

Answer.  Who  shot  at  Alston  f 

Question.  Yes. 

Anstver.  I  think  I  do. 

Question.  Give  their  names,  will  you  f 

Answer.  I  think  they  were  Jesse  L.  Adams  and  B.  A.  Johnson ;  if  there  were  any 
others,  I  do  not  remember ;  there  may  or  may  not  have  been. 

Question.  Is  R.  A.  Johnson  Robert  Johnson  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Robert  A.  Johnson.  I  think  he  belonged  to  the  commissioners' 
courts  of  roads  and  revenues  of  the  county.  This  is  the  same  Adams  who  owned  the 
livery  stable,  and  had  J.  R.  Smith  employed. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Were  Adams  and  Johnson  democrats  f 
Answer.  Both  of  them  were. 

Question.  They  were  bondsmen,  as  you  understand,  upon  the  recognizances  of  tiie 
mon  who  were  arrested  for  firing  upon  Alston  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

Question.  Your  statement  is,  that  the  people  were  alarmed  at  the  crowd  that  otA- 
lected  to  defend  Alston,  and  execute  those  charged  with  his  attempted  assassinatioD, 
and  after  the  dispersion  of  this  crowd  these  men  gave  bond  for  these  parties  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  infer  that  the  bond  was  given  because  they  were  alarmed 
at  the  demonstration  which  the  negroes  made  to  take  their  lives  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  held  them  in  custody  for  a  day  or  two,  until  it  was  safe  to 
release  them,  and  then  they  took  their  bond.  My  idea  is,  that  they  would  have  had 
the  investigation  right  away,  but  the  excitement  was  so  great  in  town  there,  that  they 
thought  it  prudent  to  detain  them  in  custody  for  several  days,  and  then  have  a  pro- 
liminary  tnal,  which  was  had,  I  understood,  before  the  circuit  judge  and  the  probate 
jndge,  who  is  ex-officio  county  judge ;  and  these  parties  were  bailed ;  1  do  not  remember 
the  amount  of  the  bond ;  I  would  say  $400,  anyway. 

Question,  They  were  subsequently  discharffeaf 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  the  grand  Jury  ever  found  any  bills  against  them. 

Question,  Was  there  any  examination  f  r^  i 

oSii  ^es^^  ^^  grand  jury  f  Digitized  by  GoO^lc 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of.    In  the  regular  course  of  things,  these  bonds  ought  to 
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have  been  returned  by  the  cinmit  clerk  to  the  grand  jury,  and  I  think  they  were,  and 
I  tbink  tbat  was  developed  in  the  Norris  and  Handley  investigation— that  no  bills 
w^ere  funnd  agaiust  them. 

Que$ti&n,  You  do  not  know  the  testimony  upon  which  the  arrests  were  originxilly 
made? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Questum,  You  can  form  no  opinion  aa  to  whether  there  was  any  ground  for  the  arrest 
of  those  parties  f 

Anstcer,  No,  sir ;  well,  yes ;  they  say  that  the  lie  passed  between  Alston  and  John 
Adams,  one  of  the  parties,  before  the  meeting  broke  up.  There  was  some  bad  feeling 
between  them  before  the  meeting  broke  up,  engendered  by  something  that  transpired 
in  the  meeting. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  were  asked  by  Greneral  Blair  whether  you  had  been  indicted  for  mur- 
der, and  what  your  defense  was ;  you  may  state  whether  your  defense  prevailed — 
whether  you  were  ac(|nitted. 

Answer,  I  was  acquitted.  The  jury  staid  out  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  and 
returned  a  verdict  of  not  guilty. 

Question,  I  will  ask  you  to  state  if  you  ever  heard  a  rumor  that  the  democrats  insti- 
gated the  attempt  npon  Alston. 

Answer.  O,  yes ;  that  was  very  common  among  the  republicans  there. 

Question.  That  they  instigated  these  freednien  to  attack  him  f 

Answer.  Well,  no  particular  persons  were  instigated ;  among  the  republicans  there, 
there  was  a  general  belief  with  every  one  tbat  I  had  any  talk  with,  that  there  were 
white  men  connected  with  the  shooting  at  Alston,  and  that  this  man  Smith  was  one  of 
them. 

Question.  The  Smith  who  subsequently  fired  upon  you  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  he  was  one  of  them.  About  that  time,  all  these  difficulties 
and  misdemeanors  that  were  committed  there  in  town,  were  traced  right  there  to  that 
hvery  stable — the  buraing,  and  the  hanging  in  efflgy,  and  all. 

By  Mr.  Blaik  : 

Question.  Was  that  a  misdemeanor  f 

Answer.  I  beg  your  pardon ;  that  was  not  a  misdemeanor,  but  a  violation  of  the  town 
ordinances  there ;  there  were  other  misdemeanors  committed ;  I  think  it  is  a  misde- 
nieanor  under  the  laws  of  Alabama,  if  I  am  not  mistaken. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  know  of  no  cause  for  your  being  hung  in  effigy,  except  that  yon  were  a 
prominent,  active  republican  t 

Answer.  None  at  alt ;  we  carried  the  town  at  the  town  election. 

Question.  This  Smith  was  a  violent  democrat  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  you  have  frequently  received  Eu-Klux  letters  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

^  Question.  Will  you  give  the  purport  of  those  letters  to  the  committee,  how  they  were 
agned,  and  how  you  received  them  t 

Answer,  I  will  state  as  to  the  first  letter  I  received.  Mr.  Heflin  notified  lue  that  he 
had  secured  the  place  of  postmaster  at  Tuskegee  for  me ;  I  made  no  a]>plication  to  Mr. 
Heflin  at  all,  but  they  ran  the  postmaster  off  from  there ;  he  was  afraid  to  remain  in 
the  place. 

Question,  Who  ran  him  off? 

Answer.  Well,  he  left  there  about  the  time  of  this  Alston  difficulty.  He  was  a  northern 
Dian,  named  Gilberflr  Ho  left  there,  and  Mr.  Hefliu,  I  suppose,  to  do  something  for  me 
for  my  zeal  in  his  behalf,  secured  me  the  appointment  of  postmaster  of  Tuskegee,  and,  as 
Won  as  it  was  ascertained  that  I  was  postmaster,  afU^r  1  bad  returned  my  oath  and 
was  preparing  a  bond,  I  received  this  first  Ku-Klux  letter.  They  told  me  that  the 
^9Xpopuii  was  opposed  to  my  holding  that  position  ;  that  they  understood  that  I  had 
made  application  and  had  received  the  appointment ;  and  that  if  I  had  not  received  it, 
I  had  bett^  withdraw  my  application,  and  if  I  had  received  it  I  had  better  resign ;  and 
they  woula  advise  me  to  travel  for  my  health.  They  gave  nie  three  days  to  pack  up 
and  leave  the  county,  and  stated  that,  if  I  did  not,  the  angel  of  death  would  visit  me 
in  my  chamber ;  it  was  signed  K.  B^  K.,  and  a  sort  of  postsciipt  stating,  "A  word  to 
the  wise  is  sufficient." 

Question.  Did  you  receive  any  subsequent  communications  of  similar  purport  * 

JiiticCT*.  ■  I  received  a  filthy,  profane  sort  of  one,  threatening  to  kill  me,  but  I  paid  no 
attention  to  that,  and  I  offered  a  reward  for  the  man  that  wrote  that.  I  received  a  let- 
ter out  of  the  post-office  at  Tuskegee.  When  I  went  to  the  post-office,  I  saw  a  crowd 
gathering  around,  I  suppose  fifty  or  sixty ;  I  got  the  letter  out  and  broke  it  open,  and 
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stood  in  the  door  and  announced  pnblicly  that  I  would  give  $500  to  know  the  man 
who  wrote  it ;  that  I  would  cowhide  bim  ;  and  nobody  made  me  any  reply  at  all,  and 
I  got  in  the  buggy  and  drove  off. 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  existence,  in  the  year  1870,  of  a  Ku-Klax 
organization  in  Macon  County,  or  of  an  organization  similar  in  its  objects  and  prac- 
tices to  that  of  the  Ku-Klux  order  t 

Answer,  It  could  only  be  a  matter  of  belief,  Senator,  a  matter  of  opinion.  If  I  ever 
saw  a  Ku-Klux  I  do  not  know  it ;  I  could  not  point  him  out ;  but  I  am  satisded  that 
there  was  such  an  organization  in  Macon  County  at  the  time  of  which  you  spoke. 

Question,  In  1870! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  any  idea  how  widely  it  extended— how  many  members  it  em- 
braced t 

Answer,  I  cannot  say,  sir.  I  think  it  extended  all  over  the  county.  I  will  state  this 
much — I  do  not  know,  really,  as  I  ought  to  state  it — I  do  not  believe  I  will,  because  I 
considered  it  confidential,  and  I  do  not  want  to  bring  in  the  man  who  said  it  to  me,  and 
it  would  prove  very  little. 

Question.  Were  you  active  at  the  polls,  in  1870,  distributing  tickets  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Doing  all  you  could  to  promote  the  election  of  the  republican  ticket  f 

Answer.  I  was.  I  had  the  whole  of  the  tickets  for  Macon  County,  and  I  sent  them 
out  and  put  them  in  safe  hands.  The  large  majority  of  the  republicans  voted  at  Tus* 
kegee.    They  were  requested  to  vote  there. 

By  ^Ir.  Blair  : 

Question,  In  1868  f 

Answer.  In  1870.  I  received  the  tickets,  and  put  them  up  in  packages  of  about  iifty, 
and  I  selected  trusty  freedmen,  members  of  the  republican  party,  and  stationed  them 
at  the  different  avenues  going  into  town,  and  told  them  to  distribute  these  tickets,  and 
M  soon  as  they  got  out,  to  come  to  me  and  get  some  more ;  and  not  to  give  any  white 
man  a  single  ticket;  that  if  any  white  man,  a  republican,  wanted  a  ticket,  to  send  him 
to  me.  In  that  way  they  were  all  given  out,  and  the  democrats  did  not  get  hold  of  any 
of  our  tickets  until  about  3  or  4  o^clock  in  the  evening.  I  had  repeated  requests  for 
tickets  to  make  alterations.  The  sheriff,  in  fact,  wanted  ticket-s,  and  I  asked  him  par- 
ticularly, '^Do  you  want  to  take  any  name  off  the  ticket  f''  He  said  be  did.  I  said, 
"  Yon  cannot  have  them.''  He  said  he  was  a  member  of  the  republican  party.  I  told 
him,  ^'I  do  not  know  that  you  are;  you  did  not  pay  anything  for  the  printing  of  these 
tickets,  and  do  not  attend  the  meetings.  If  you  will  give  me  your  word  of  honor  that 
you  will  vote  the  ticket  as  it  is,  or  give  them  to  such  men  as  will,  you  can  have  them.^' 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  manifestation  of  feeling  did  yon  observe  on  the  part  of  the  demo- 
crats on  account  of  your  activity  at  that  election  T 

Answer,  Well,  men  passed  me  there  in  town  during  the  election,  and  would  not 
speak  to  me.  I  gave  a  ticket  to  an  old  freedman  who  had  formerly  belonged  to  a  Mr. 
Howard,  and  he  told  me,  ^'  Bill,  don't  you  vote  that  man,  or  I  will  have  him  indicted, 
and  vou  will  be  responsible  for  sending  him  to  the  penitentiary.''  He  was  a  man 
clearly  entitled  to  vote,  and  Mr.  Howard  was  very  active  on  the  other  side,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  polls,  when  they  were  being  counted  out,  and  they  saw  the  majority  the 
republican  ticket  would  get  there,  I  passed  around — wo  had  two  polling  places  in  the 
grand  jury  room,  lower  floor — I  passed  around  from  one  window  to  the  other,  to  asc^^r- 
tain  as  soon  as  I  could  how  the  thing  would  run,  and  as  I  jrassed  by  a  crowd  of,  I 
reckon,  of  some  fifteen,one  of  the  party — some  man — said  in  rather  an  undertone, 
'^  You  damned  scalawag."  I  heard  it  distinctly,  bnt  concluded  tf>g^ay  no  attention  to 
it.  I  passed  on  a  little  further,  and  it  was  repeated  in  a  still  louder  tone — perhaps  just 
such  a  tone  as  I  am  talking  now.  I  still  paid  no  attention  to  it,  and  it  was  again  re- 
peated in  a  loud  tone.  I  turned  around  and  looked  at  the  crowd ;  I  had  not  noticed 
them  particularly  until  then ;  and  I  saw  several  men  in  it  who  I  knew  were  very  bitter, 
and  I  knew  generally  wont  armed.  I  tried  to  ascertain  who  it  was  that  made  the  ob- 
servation ;  it  was  not  repeated  after  I  turned  and  looked  on  them.  The  marshal  was 
standing  right  there ;  the  marshal  and  myself  did  not  speak ;  wo  had  not  Ibeen  upon 
speaking  terms  for  a  year.  He  seemed  to  be  restraining  these  fellows.  I  passed  within 
three  feet  of  hi  m  going  back.  I  went  back  by  him  to  see  what  they  would  do,  and  whether 
they  intended  to  follow  up  their  insults.  There  was  a  portion  of  a  company  of  Uniteil 
States  troops  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  and  I  knew  they  were  there  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  peace  and  order,  and  I  was  not  afraid  of  these  fellows  at  all  on 
that  account.  I  passed  back  by  them,  but  they  said  nothing  about  it ;  the  marshal 
was  talking  to  them.  I  paid  no  further  attention  to  it,  and  went  around  to  the  other 
door,  and  they  sent  a  drunken  man  to  devil  and  harass  me.  I  was  told  since  then,  by 
Mr.  W.  G.  Brewer,  the  hotel-keeper  of  Tnskegee,  while  I  was  there  attending  the 
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Korris  and  Handlej  contested  election  caae,  that  Avery,  the  marshal,  told  him  on  that 
occnHion  that  he  saved  my  life ;  that  he  prevented  those  fellows  from  killing  me. 

Question,  That  was  upon  election  day  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  day  I  referred  to  when  they  called  me  a  damned  scalawag. 
Arery  and  myself  were  not  upon  speaking  ierms  at  the  time. 

Question.  You  may  now  speak  of  the  composition  of  the  grand  and  petit  juries  of 
Macon  County—  whether  they  were  composed  mostly  of  democrats  or  republicans. 

Answer.  Most  generally  all  democrats.  I  cannot  call  to  mind  but  one  republican  that 
I  ever  knew  on  a  grand  jury  there ;  that  was  Colonel  Bowen ;  but  I  do  not  pretend  to 
say  that  there  were  not  others. 

Question.  State  whether  you  have  ever  noticed  any  discrimination  on  account  of  color 
or  political  opinion  in  the  administration  of  Justice  in  your  courts,  in  the  verdicts 
which  your  justices  render. 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  I  have ;  I  recollect  on  one  occasion  of  defending  a 
freedman  who  was  charged  with  shooting  at  another — assault  with  intent  to  murder. 
Igot  nim  off  with  a  fine  of  about  $20,  and  I  really  thought  myself  that  he  ought  to 
have  been  acquitted,  but  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  unbiassed  in  a  case  of  that  sort ;  my 
feelings  were  enlisted  in  his  behalf,  and  one  of  the  jurors  afterward  was  laughing  at 
me ;  ho  is  a  good  friend  of  mine  and  a  eleven  man,  but  one  of  the  strongest  demo- 
crats you  ever  saw;  he  was  laughing  at  me  and  complimenting  me  on  my  defense  of 
this  boy,  and  said  in  a  laughing  way,  **  I  do  not  know  as  I  was  a  competent  man 
on  that  jury,  for  I  do  not  know  whether  I  could  do  a  negro  justice  under  any  circum- 
stances.''   Whether  he  was  in  fun  or  in  earnest,  I  cannot  tell. 

\iuestion.  State  what  the  condition  of  public  sentiment  in  that  county  is«on  the  part 
of  the  democrats  as  to  the  maintenance  of  colored  schools. 

Anstcer.  I  cannot  tell  what  it  is  now,  but  there  were  some  few  of  the  democrats  who 
thought  it  was  a  good  thing,  and  others  were  opposed  to  it.  Some  people's  prejudices 
prevented  them  from  espousing  anythiu|5  of  the  kind^  or  nven  tolerating  it. 

Question.  To  what  cause  do  you  ascnbe  the  burning  of  the  colored  churches  and 
schools  you  have  spoken  ot  t 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  done  to  prostrate  and  disorganize  the  republican  party  as  much 
as  possible.  Now,  I  do  not  charge  the  better  people  of  Macon  County  with  doing  the^e 
things  directly ;  but  I  think  they  are  to  blame  indirectly,  because  they  x)ermittea  these 
things  to  be  done  by  young  men  and  reckless  men,  without  ever  censuring  or  mani- 
festing any  displeasure  at  all  in  regard  to  them,  because  I  have  asked  them;  and  when 
.we  felt  unsafe,  when  Colonel  Bowen  and  myself  and  other  republicans  in  Macon 
County  felt  that  our  lives  were  liable  to  be  taken  at  any  moment.  I  have  requested  him — 
I  never  made  any  such  application  myself—  I  requested  him  to  go  and  see  these  men, 
and  ask  them  to  frown  down  such  thii\gs  as  that. 

Question.  1  understand  you  to  say  there  has  been  nq  such  effort  made  on  the  part  of 
the  democratic  party  in  Macon  County  to  frown  down  or  discountenance  these  parties  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  if  there  ever  has,  I  do  not  know  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  You  stated  that  you  were  acquitted  on  the  trial  for  murder  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  was  no  dispute  about  your  doing  the  killing  t 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  they  say  I  did  it.    I  have  no  recollection  of  it  at  all. 

Question.  You  do  not  dispute  the  fact? 

Answer.  O,  no,  sir. 

Question.  You  were  acquitted  on  the  plea  you  stated  to  the  committee  you  put  in  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  told  the  State  we  would  be  ready  for  trial  if  they  would  admit 
the  ijict  that  at  the  time  the  killing  was  done  I  had  eight  or  nine  grains  of  morphine 
in  me,  which  waa#ie  fiict.  The  druggist  who  had  sold  the  morphine  to  me  was  then 
in  Pennsylvania.    He  had  moved  North. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  I  find  by  reference  to  the  vote  in  the  secretary  of  state's  office  here,  that 
for  Grant,  in  1868,  the  vote  was  2,327 ;  for  Seymour,  1,075  in  Macon  County. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  find  the  next  year,  in  the  election  held  August  3,  1869,  R.  S.  Heflin,  the 
republican  candidate,  received  1;,043  votes ;  J.  C.  Parkinson,  the  democratic  candidate, 
received  877  votes,  which  is  a  decrease  in  the  majority  as  well  as  in  the  total  vote  cast 
last  year. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then,  in  the  congressional  election  held  November  8,  1870,  B.  W.  Norris, 
republican  candidate,  received  1,701  votes,  and  W.  A.  Handley  1,240.       ^  j 

^fWVfr.  Yes,  sir.  *\ze6by\^OOQi^ 

Question.  To  what  cause  do  yon  attribute  the  large  diminution  of  the  repuolioau 


1040      CONDITION   OF  AFFAIBS  IN   THE  SOUTHERN   STATES. 

m^jurity  between  the  Grant  election,  when  it  was  1,352,  and  the  election  of  1869,  when 
it  was  l,166f  and  1870,  when  it  was  only  461  migority  t 

Answer.  When  Mr.  Heflin  was  elected  in  1869,  Major  Norris  was  the  unanimoos  choice 
of  the  republicans  of  Macon  County  for  Congress.    And  a  good  many  of  them  at 

Question.  1  mean  to  what  cause  do  yon  attribute  the  great  falling  off  in  the  vote  of 
last  year— the  falling  off  of  the  miyority  f 

Answer.  I  was  going  to  state  that  M^or  Norris  was  the  unanimous  choice  of  the 
people  of  that  county,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  for  Congress,  if  ho  had  been  treated 
fairly  in  the  convention  at  Opelika ;  and,  of  course,  they  were  not  as  zealous  in  the  sup- 
port of  Mr.  Heflin  as  they  would  have  been. 
I    QuesHon.  That  refers  to  1869 1 
^    Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  Now,  in  regard  to  the  election  of  1870. 

Answer.  I  think  the  shooting  of  Alston,  the  burning  of  eolored  school-houses,  and  the 
threats  of  discharge  &om  employment  and  other  intimidation  practiced  by  democrats 
toward  republicans,  and  the  murders  and  lynching,  prevented  them  from  voting,  and 
iVightened  them  so  they  would  not  vote. 

QuesHon.  If  it  had  not  been  for  those  things  of  which  you  speak,  do  yon  think  the 
republican  vote  of  Macon  County  .would  have  been  as  large  in  1870  as  it  was  in  1868  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  would,  and  I  think  Mijor  Norris  would  have  received  a  larger 
minority,  because  there  has  been  a  great  exodus  of  people  from  this  portion  of  the 
country  to  Texasj  and  there  have  been  some  ireedmen  brought  in  here  from  North  Car- 
olina and  Virginia  as  laborers.    I  think  it  would  have  been  larger  both  years. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

QuesHon.  You  were  Migor  Norris's  counsel  in  taking  testimony  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Queetion.  That  was  the  th^^ory  you  were  endeavoring  to  establish  in  the  contested 
election,  that  you  are  testifying  to  now  I 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  point  was  raised  at  all. 

Queetion.  Did  not  your  proo&  or  attempt-ed  proofs  in  that  case  go  to  establish  that 
theory! 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  I  ever  mentioned,  or  that  any  witnesses  ever  mentioned, 
the  facts  I  have  just  stated. 

Question.  It  seems  that 'Major  Handley's  vote  was  increased  over  two  hundred 
votes ;  does  not  that  account  for  the  diminution  on  the  other  side  f 

Answer.  We  have  never  regarded  that  as  a  fair  vote.  I  think  likely  Handley,  in  the 
county  of  his  residence,  Randolph,  may  have  gotten  more  votes. 

Question.  I  am  not  talking  about  Randolph,  but  the  statement  here  as  read  ftt>m  the 
returns,  if  they  be  true,  and  I  presume  they  ard,  shows  that  the  vote  was  at  least  two 
hundred  more  than  received  by  the  democratic  candidate  at  the  preceding  election. 

Anstcer.  I  attribute  that  to  this  fact :  Mr.  Parkinson,  democratic  candidate,  was  an 
Ohio  man.    He  moved  down  here  about  the  close  of  the  war. 

Qtiestion.  When  did  Norris  move  down  here  f 

Answer.  I  think  Mi^or  Norris  was  here  before.  The  first  knowledge  I  had  of  Mr. 
Norris  being  in  the' State  at  all,  was  a  short  time  after  the  surrender^  I  think  Mr. 
Parkinson  came  here  in  1866.  The  object,  as  I  understand,  in  having  Mr.  Parkin- 
son on  the  ticket,  was  to  control  the  negro  vote.  That  was  the  policy  of  the  demo- 
cratic party. 

Question.  Mr.  Parkinson  received  877  votes ;  Major  Handley  1,240,  an  excess  of  300 
votes ;  the  increase  of  the  vote  on  the  democratic  candidate  being  near  about  the  same 
as  the  decrease  of  the  vote  of  the  republican  candidate.  There  is,  therefore,  no  de- 
crease absolutely  to  be  accounted  for  T 

Anstcer.  It  would  look  so,  arguing  from  those  premises ;  but  you  will  see  a  decrease 
of  near  six  hundred  votes  from  that  received  by  General  Grant.         "* 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  it  not  a  fact  that,  in  the  Grant  election,  there  was  a  freer  vote  cast 
than  at  any  other  time  in  Macon  County  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  no  question  of  it. 

Question.  Less  intimidation  f 

Answer.  There  was  none  at  all. 

Qtiestion.  Less  violence  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  democrats  manifested  no  interest  at  all  in  that  election,  aar&r 
as  I  know ;  and  I  do  not  think  all  the  republicans  voted  then ;  and  I  am  satisfied  in 
my  own  mind  that  they  never  have  all  voted  in  Macon  County. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Is  not  that  the  case  everywhere  t  j^tdhGoO^lc 

Anstcer.  lu  some  places,  sometimes  it  is;  but  I  think  tnmf  we)re  more^re  who  did 
not  vote  than  ordinary. 
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Quiium.  You  stated  that  the  supervisors  of  election  threw  oat,  in  your.oongressioniil 
election,  three  hundred  votes  t 

Anewer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Who  were  the  supervisors  f 

Asmcer,  The  probate  judge,  sheri£f,  and  circuit  clerk. 

Question.  All  republicans  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  all  were  republicans. 

Quesiion.  What  were  the  votes  thrown  out  for  t 

Ansxner,  I  think  about  three  hundred  were  thrown  out. 

Question.  Wbat  for  ? 

Answer.  Well,  this  fact  transpired  in  the  investigation  in  Macon  Connty  between 
Migor  Norris  and  Mr.  Handley,  that  there  were  many  names  on  the  registration  list 
that  were  written  so  badly  that  the  boaixl  of  supervisors  could  not  identify  them  with 
the  names  written  down  on  the  poU-list. 

Quesiion.  Who  were  the  registrars — were  they  republicans  t 

Answer.  Mr.  Allen  was  the  registrar :  he  was  a  republican ;  but  Mr.  BrOoks,  his  son- 
in-law,  a  violent  democrat,  did  all  the  business.  He  is  solicitor  of  Macon  County.  I 
will  state  that  I  do  not  believe  Mr.  Brooks  did  anything  of  the  sort  intentionally,  but 
lie  writes  a  miserable  hand. 

Quesiion.  Did  he  register  the  whole  county? 

Answer.  No,  sir :  he  did  not  register  all,  only  a  portion  of  it;  there  were  other  regis- 
ters. I  think  Mr.  Allen  got  the  registration  for  the  whole  county  and  got  other 
parties  to  do  it  for  him.    He  got  a  Mr.  Kyle  to  do  a  portion  of  the  registration.  * 

Question.  What  is  Kyle's  first  name  f 

Answer.  Ponsonby  Kyle. 

Question.  According  to  the  election  law  here  in  operation,  the  board  of  supervisors 
has  a  right  to  throw  out  a  portion  of  the  votes  if  they  see  proper  t 

Answer.  Well,  they  have  a  right  to  purge  the  ballot-box,  and  throw  out  all  illegal 
votes ;  that  is  my  understanding  of  the  law. 

Question.  Now,  if  these  300  votes  had  been  added  to  the  list,  the  vote  would  have 
beea  about  the  same  as  it  was  in  the  Grant  election,  would  it  not  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  would  have  lacked  over  600  votes.  Grant's  majority  was  about 
1,300  and  something ;  there  were  750  votes  polled,  and  the  supervisors  cast  out  nearly 
300,  and  if  yon  add  that,  about  000,  which  was  really  the  number  in  the  county  who 
did  not  vote  at  all,  to  the  750,  counting  in  this  300  thrown  out  by  the  board,  you  will 
have  nearly  the  same  as  General  Grant  got. 

Question.  The  vote  cast  for  General  Grant  was  2,327,  for  Seymour  1,075  f 

Answer.  That  would  leave  about  1,300  for  Grant. 

Question.  The  whole  vote  would  have  been  3,402,  and  the  vote  cast  for  Handley  was 
1,240,  for  Norris  1,701,  making  2,941 ;  then  300  votes  were  thrown  out  by  the  supervisors, 
which,  if  added  to  the  total,  would  be  3,241,  leaving  the  excess  in  the  Grant  election 
about  ItiO  over  that  of  1870— is  not  that  correct  t 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  you  counted  in  the  300  thrown  out  twice. 

Question.  No,  I  did  not. 

Answer.  The  return  made  by  the  board  of  supervisors  was  returned  this  way ;  they 
retomed  a  full  statement  of  what  they  had  done — ^the  whole  number  of  vot«s  cast  and 
the  number  thrown  out. 

Qutstion.  We  have  the  official  statement  of  Macon  County,  as  filed  in  the  secretary 
of  state's  ofiice ;  that  official  statement  gives  Handley  1,240,  Norris  1,701,  which  makes, 
added  together,  2,941 :  the  300  votes  you  have  te^tih<^  were  thrown  out  by  the  super- 
visors make  3,241 ;  toat  is  only  an  excess  of  16i  over  the  presidential  election  vot^. 

Answer.  It  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  two  hundred,  according  to  that  calculation. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  the  marshal  in  Tuskegee  a  democrat  or  republican  f 

Answet.  He  was  a  democrat. 

Question,  A  very  decided,  strong  democrat  f 

Answer.  .Yes,  sir ;  I  think  he  was.  He  was  a  mAn  who  stood  very  well,  but  he  was  a 
hitter  democrat. 

QuesUon.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  you  whether,  under  the  laws  of  Alabama,  the  marshal 
is  a  conservator  of  the  peace ;  is  he  In  the  nature  of  a  policeman  t 

Answer.  He  is.  Under  the  election  law  of  the  State,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  sheriff 
to  detaU  a  special  police,  and  to  have  them  wear  badges,  so  that  the  crowd  may  know 
them  when  they  see  them ;  and  the  marshal  on  this  occasion  was  made,  I  think,  the 
chief  of  this  special  police,  in  addition  to  his  being  a  conservator  of  the  peace,  marshal 
of  the  town. 
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Statement  ofcffiddl  vote  of  Maeon  County,  Aldbamaj  at  the  presidential  Section  keUd  on  tJke 

3d  day  of  Novembery  1868. 

For  Grant 2,327 

Fop  Seymour 1,075 

Congressional  election  Md  August  3, 1869. 

FopR.8.Heflin - 2,043 

For  J.  C.  Parkinson 877 

Congressional  election  held  November  8, 1870. 

B.W.Norris 1,701 

W.A.Handley 1,240 

Election  for  representative  to  general  assembly  held  Xovemher  8, 1870. 

Republicans : 

Wm.  Alley 1,694 

Henry  St.  Clair. 1,702 

l^moorats : 

H.  C.  Armstrong 1,242 

F.S.Ferguson .- 1,243 

Office  of  SECitEXARv  of  State, 

Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  18,  1871. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  statement  of  the  official  vote  of  Macon 
County,  Alabama,  as  transcribed  from  the  original  returns  on  file  in  this  office. 
[SEAL.]  J.  J.  PARKER, 

Searei4ary  of  State, 


MONTOOMBRT,  AUkBAMA,   OctohOT  18,  1871. 

OSCAR  JUDKINS  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Where  do  you  live  T 

Anstoer.  In  Lee  County,  Opelika. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  lived  there  f 

Answer,  I  was  living  there  ever  Biuco  January  of  this  year. 

Question,  Where  did  you  live  before  you  went  to  Lee  County  t 

Ansicer,  Chambers  County. 

Questian,  How  far  is  that  from  here  f 

Answer,  I  don't  know  exactly  how  far  it's  from  here ;  it  was  in  Chambers  I  lived  last 
year. 

Question,  Is  Fredonia  in  that  #ounty  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  is.    I  live  between  Fredonia  and  La  Fayette. 

Question,  La  Fayette  is  also  in  Chambers  County  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  it  the  county  seat  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question!  State  what  you  know  of  a  colored  man  being  killed  near  Fredonia,  ftod 
when  it  was,  and  how  it  happened. , 

Answer.  It  was  done  last  year.  I  don't  particularly  know  the  day  of  the  month,  but 
I  know  it  was  done  last  year — that  he  was  killed  last  year. 

Question.  Where,  at  his  own  house  f 

Ansu>er,  Yes,  sir';  in  his  bed. 

Question.  In  the  night-time  f 

Ansv)er.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  By  whom  t 

Answer,  I  don't  know ;  they  said  it  was  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question,  How  many  men  did  you  understand  visited  him  f 

Answer,  Visited  of  the  night,  or  just  his  friends  t 

Question.  How  many  men  did  you  understand  attacked  him  that  night  f 

Answer,  1  didn't  understand  no  certain  quantity  of  men ;  not  how  many  or  ho^ 
little ;  only  men  went  there  and  killed  him. 
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Qitt9Uom,  Did  yon  onderstaDd  they  went  there  in  disgnieef 

Armcer.  They  said  they  were  Ku-Klax. 

QuetiUon,  What  did  they  kill  him  for  t 

Amswer.  For  feeding  of  a  white  lady  that  was  teaching  school,  and  heing  a  republi- 
can at  the  same  time ;  that  is  what  I  heard.  That  was  t-he  only  place  she  coald  get  to 
board. 

Qneatian,  She  was  hoarding  a|  his  honse,  was  she  f 

AMSwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  did  he  Uto,  in  the  town  or  conntry  f 

Answer.  In  the  country. 

Question.  Has  it  ever  been  known  who  killed  him  f 

Answer.  Not  as  I  know  of,  it  has  not. 

Question.  Was  anybody  taken  up  for  it  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  any  effort  made  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  to  find  oat  who  killed 
himt 

Answer.  No.  sir ;  not  as  I  know  ofl 

QuesOoH.  Wliat  was  his  name  f 

Answer.  America  Trambliee. 

Question.  Was  this  a  young  ladv  that  was  teaching  school  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  an  old,  settlea  lady. 

Question.  Did  she  live  in  the  countiy  t 

Answer.  She  moved  from  West  Point  up  there  to  teach  school. 

Question.  What  became  of  that  school ;  was  it  broken  up  ? 

Answer.  It  was  burned  down. 

Question.  When  was  that  done  f 

Answer.  It  was  done  dnriug  last  year.    I  don't  know  exactly  what  time  it  was  done. 

Question.  How  long  was  it  after  Tramblies  was  killed  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know  exactly  how  long,  but  it  was  afterwards. 

QuesHon.  Had  the  colored  people  built  this  school-house  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know  how  the  school-house  got  up,  but  they  claimed  it. 

Question.  Was  it  ever  found  out  who  burned  the  school-house  f 

Answer.  Not  as  I  know  of. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  the  men  were  disguised  who  burned  it  f 

Anstver.  I  don't  know  if  they  ever  found  that  any  men  in  disguise  went  there,  only 
tbey  found  the  house  a-fire  and  all'the  things ;  that  is  all  I  know  about  it.  * 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  attempt  made  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  find  out  who 
burned  the  school-house  T 

Answer.  Not  as  I  know  of.    I  have  not  heard  anything  about  it. 

Question.  What,  if  anything,  do  you  know  of  a  colored  man  being  killed  at  La  Layette, 
the  county  seat  of  Chambers  County  f 

Answer.  That  was  in  the  time  of  the  meeting. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Answer.  That  was  last  year,  before  the  election. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know  his  name ;  I  never  heard  his  name  called ;  I  know  he  was  killed, 
that  was  all.    They  got  up  a  meeting  there. 

Question.  What  kind  of  a  meeting,  a  political  meeting  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  speaking. 

Question.  Was  he  in  the  meeting  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  killed  while  he  was  in  the  meeting,  or  going  home  f 

Answer.  He  was  killed  while  he  was  in  the  meeting. 

Question.  Who  was  addressing  the  meeting  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know  the  colored  man,  but  it  was  a  colored  man ;  I  don't  know  his 


Question.  Where  was  the  meeting  held  t 

Answer.  It  was  held  out  on— I  don't  know  how  LaFiiyette  sits  from  here— but  it  was 
beld  oat  on  a  little  pine  grove,  a  piece  from  town. 

Question.  Not  in  a  building  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  in  a  grove ;  they  had  a  little  stand. 

Question.  Was  it  in  the  day-time  or  night  f 

Answer.  Day-time. 

Question.  Were  you  where  he  was  killed  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  right  where  he  was  kiUed.  « 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  meeting  f 

Answer.  I  was  at  the  meeting  when  he  was  killed,  but  I  never  saw  him  after  he  was 
killed,  nor  beifore.  [^ 

(tuestion.  Go  on  and  state  the  particulars  Just  as  you  heard  them  at  that  time. 
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Answer.  He  was  killed,  and  at  the  same  time  after  he  was  killed  I  saw  several  otbera 
arrested  andgoing  to  jail. 

Question.  What  were  they  arrested  for — for  killing  this  colored  man  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,  it  was  a  white  man  killed  the  colored  man ;  they  did  not  arrest 
him ;  the  man  that  killed  the  colored  man  did  not  get  arrested,  hut  these  other  partiee 
got  arrested,  and  were  put  in  jail.  I  know  that  much.  That  was  hefore  the  election 
came  off. 

Questian.  If  I  understand  you,  a  white  man  killed  the  colored  person,  whose  name 
^ou  cannot  remember,  and  several  colored  men  who  were  attending  this  political  meet- 
ing were  arrested  by  the  white  men  and  taken  to  jail  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  on  what  account  they  were  arrested — what  was  chaiged 
against  them  f 

Answef.  1  don't  know  what  they  had  charged.  I  know  they  were  arrested  right  away 
and  carried  to  jail. 

Quesium.  Had  they  misbehaved  themselves  f 

Ansicer.  Not  as  I  know  of. 

Question.  You  were  in  the  meeting  t 

Anstcer.  1  was  not  exactly  at  the  meeting  when  it  commenced  ;  I  was  there  after  the 
man  got  killed,  and  I  saw  them  going  to  jail  with  these  other  men.  I  know  some  of 
the  men  they  put  in  jail. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  white  man  that  killed  this  colored  man! 

Answer.  Bill  Adams. 

Question.  What  was  his  excuse  for  killing  this  man  f 

Answer.  1  never  heard. 

Question.  You  say  nothing  has  ever  been  done  with  him  from  that  time  to  this? 

Antncer.  Not  as  I  know  of    I  have  not  heard  anything. 

Question.  How  long  were  the  colored  men  kept  in  jail  T 

Anstcer.  There  was  one  kept  in  there  until  this  year.  If  I  am  not  mistaken  he  was 
kept  in  there  until  about  June,  I  think.  Allston  Askew,  I  think,  was  the  last  one 
came  out,  and  if  he  came  out  at  all  he  came  out  very  late  in  this  year. 

Question.  Did  they  ever  have  a  trial  ? 

Anstcer.  1  don't  know  whether  they  ever  did  or  not ;  it  is  -out  of  my  power  to  say 
that. 

Question.  Was  there  a  disturbance  at  the  meeting,  did  you  understand  f 

Anstcer.  'Yes,  sir.  I  think  there  was  a  disturbance  at  the  meeting,  but  how  it  got  up 
I  don't  know,  only  a  man  was  killed. 

Question.  What  was  the  politics  of  this  Bill  Adams  f  Was  he  a  republican  or  demo- 
crat f 

Anstcer.  He  was  a  democrat,  I  think ;  in  fact,  I  don't  know  the  politics  of  either  one 
of  them. 

Question.  How  long  was  this  mass  meeting,  you  speak  of,  before  the  election  t 

Anstcer.  You  know  about  the  time  the  election  came  off,  afterward ;  you  can  tell  the 
day  of  the  month  bettei*  than  I  can. 

Question.  The  diection  was  on  the  8th  of  November;  how  long  was  this  before  that! 

Anstcer.  This  was  a  meeting  intended  for  the  election ;  I  didn"t  notice  the  nnmber  of 
days ;  I  didn't  think  I  would  be  called  up  for  anything  of  the  sort,  and  this  was  all  a 
kind  of  a  frightening  thing  when  that  man  got  killed,  and  I  wasn't^paying  attention  to 
such  things  as  that. 

Qtiestion.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  colored  men  being  killed  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  the  republicans  have  any  torch-li^ht  procession  that  night  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  the  republicans  did  not.  After  the  election  was  off  the  white 
people  ffot  tip  a  torch-light  procession . 

Question.  The  white  people  got  up  a  torch-light  procession  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qtiestion.  Did  that  procession  abuse  anybody  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  abused  a  man ;  they  went  down  to  a  man's  honse  with  their 
torches  and  they  cursed  him  and  shot  through  his  house,  and  threw  a  torch  over  od 
the  honse,  and  some  one  slipped  in  and  got  it  off;  some  man  went  in  and  got  It  off; 
they  coaxed  him  to  come  out ;  he  happened  not  to  be  in  his  house. 

Question.  Who  was  he  f 

Anmcer.  Mr.  Isaac  Hyman. 

Question.  A  white  man  or  a  colored  man  f 

Anstcer.  White  man. 

Question.  Was  he  a  republican  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  he  take  an  active  part  in  the  election  f  r^  i 

Question.  What  other  house  did  this  procession  visit  f  °'^'^'^^^  ^^  o 
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Jntwer,   I  don't  know  exactly ;  I  think  at  Mr.  John  Ward^s. 

Question.  What  was  done  t 

Answer,  That  was  ahout  what  they  did ;  tbey  shot  through  the  honse,  and  cars* 
him;  deviled  around  as  lon&p  as  they  wanted  to,  and  came  out  and  called  hi 
a  damned  radical  son  of  a  bitch,  a  nigger-loving  son  of  a  bitch. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
Queatian,  Was  this  Hymanf 

Awtcer,  It  was  at  his  dwelling  they  were  talking ;  they  did  not  show  him  any 
respect  in  the  procession  at  all.  • 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Did  they  break  open  his  doorf  * 

'  Answer,  Not  at  that  time.    • 

Question,  Did  they  after  that  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  somebody  did  after  that. 

QuesHon,  Tell  the  committee  all  about  it. 

Answer,  This  was  done  after  that  procession  was  over ;  they  came  on  the  Christmas 
eve  night ;  he  was  gone  to  supper,  and  called  mo  and  told  me  to  stay  in  the  office  until 
he  came  back,  and  mind  the  fire — it  was  a  very  cold  night  and  dark— until  he  came 
back  from  supper :  while  ho  was  ^one  to  supper  there  came  a  crowd  of  men  to  the 
gate  and  hoUered  very  loud,  *'  Hello,  God  damn  you."  I  stepped  to  the  door  and 
opened  the  hall  door  next  to  the  street,  and  he  says,  "  God  damn  you,  if  you  cannot 
answer,  I  will  make  you  answer,"  and  I  got  to  the  door,  and  locked  the  door  and  the 
office  door,  and  carried  the  keys  in  my  hand,  and  slipped  out  of  the  back  door,  and 
they  broke  open  the  door  and  entered. 

QuesUoH,  Ilow  f 

Anstcer.  They  broke  the  chain  bolt  at  the  top,  and  split  off  the  bottom  piece,  where 
it  was  held  by  the  bolt.  AVhen  I  locked  it  I  kept  right  on  to  the  back  door,  and 
slipped  under  the  house.  I  saw  after  they  used  that  kind  of  language  that  I  had  bet- 
ter not  stay  there,  no  matter  whether  I  was  white  or  black,  or  who  I  was — "  Grod 
damn  youj  If  you  don't  answer  I  will  make  you  answer." 

QuestioH,  What  threats  did  they  make  f 

Answer.  They  broke  on  in  the  house,  and  went  in  ;  by  that  time  Mr.  Hyman's  dog 
got  afoul  of  them,  and  he  says,  "  God  damn  you,  I  don't  want  you»  nor  own  you.  God 
damn  you,  bring  your  master,  I  want  to  kill  him  j  he  is  the  one  I  want  to  see." 

Question,  How  large  was  this  crowd  T 

Answer.  Six  or  seven  deep. 

(^teslion.  Did  you  notice  whether  thev  had  disguises  on  f 

Answer.  I  never  got  to  see  one  of  their  faces. 

Qncsiian,  How  long  did  they  stay  there  T 

Answer,  About  three-quarters  of  an  hour  or  an  hour.  He  did  not  hurry  back  from 
sapper,  and  they  staid  and  waited  for  him. 

QnesHon,  Did  they  wait  until  he  came  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  they  were  there  when  he  came. 

Question,  What  did  they  say  to  him  t 

Answer,  They  didn't  say  nothing  to  him ;  I  was  squatting  under  the  side  of  the 
house,  and  I  heard  him  go  and  snap  his  fingers  to  his  dog,  that  went  to  nieet  him,  and 
1  crawled  to  the  front  side  of  the  st^ps,  and  near  the  step  he  stopped,  and  when 
he  came  he  spoke  to  me,  only  a  word,  "  What  are  you  doing  there  t "  I  whispered  to 
him,  "  Don't  go  in  there ;  your  house  is  full  of  men."  He  didn't  pay  any  attention,  and 
walked  up  thw  steps.  1  run  before  him,  and  grabbed  him  by  the  shoulder,  and  whis- 
pered to  him,  "  It  will  not  do  to  go  in  there  ;  they  might  kill  you ;  they  broke  open  the 
house  and  went  in."  He  started  in,  and  I  had  to  pull  him  off  to  carry  him  off,  to  keep 
him  from  going  in ;  he  stood  and  studied  a  while,  and  went  on  back. 

Question.  Was  he  deputy  revenue  collector  of  that  county  t 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  the  same  office  that  he  commands^  now. 

Question,  This  was  his  office  that  they  broke  into  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  So  they  never  got  to  see  him  f  , 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  far  was  his  house  from  the  office  f 

Answer.  His  office  f  he  had  the  whole  lot,  and  his  office  was  in  the  frx)nt  room,  right 
at  the  gate. 
Question.  Yori  have  spoken  about  the  Ku-Klux.    Did  you  ever  see  the  Ku-Klux  ? 
Answer.  I  never  saw  them  no  further  than  for  sure  to  know  who  they  were.      I  have 
see  men  walking,  off  in  the  dark,  and  people  that  was  them,  but  I  never  saw  tneir 
faces,  nor  saw  one  fixed  up.  ^ 

Question,  Was  it  understood  that  there  were  a  good  many  i9|itfeh«»e^  vine  Chambers 
County!  - 
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Answer.  Tea,  sir ;  I  hare  seen  a  heap  of  black  men»  that  I  didn't  know,  and  don't 
know  yet,  since  I  have  been  in  Lee  County,  that  said  they  bad  left  Chamben  ol 
aconnt  of  the  Kn-Elnx. 

Question.  What  did  they  tell  you  the  Ku-Klux  did  to  them  1 

Answer.  They  said  if  they  worked  at  a  place  this  year,  and  came  out  at  the  end  of 
the  year  and  didn't  get  nothing,  and  didn't  feel  Uko  working  there,  the  Ku-Klux 
would  come  and  make  them  work  there,  whether  or  not,  and  so  they  ran  away. 

Question.  Did  they  speak  of  having  been  whipped— any  of  them-f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  said  they  wnipped  them,  and  they  ran  away  to  keep  from  be- 
ing whipped. 

Question.  How  many  of  them  told  you  that  they  had  been  whipped  T 

Anstter.  There  has  been  a  good  many,  first  and  last,  during  last  year  and  this  y«ff— 
a  good  many  of  them. 

Quesium.  Is  the  whipping  kept  up  this  year  t 

Ansicer.  I  have  not  heard  so  much  talk  of  it  this  year  as  I  did  last;  yon  see  I  Utb  in 
the  town  this  year ;  last  year  I  lived  in  the  country. 

Question.  Arc  you  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  colored  men  of  Chambers 
County  t 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  no  great  deal. 

Question.  Did  those  that  you  talked  with  tell  you  they  were  afraid  to  vote  their  sen- 
timents f 

Ansicer.  Tes,  sir ;  I  heard  men  say,  at  the  time  the  election  was  going  on,  that 
the  whole  county  of  colored  people  was  republican  people,  and  that  the  best  part  of 
them  were  afraia  to  vote  their  sentiments  about  it.  for  fear  they  would  get  hurt. 

Question^  Do  you  know  how  much  falling  off  there  waa  on  the  vote  of  that  countr 
on  account  of  their  staying  away  T 

Answer.  I  judged  from  three  to  four  hundred,  from  what  they  say,  but  you  know  a 
good  many  people  lives  in  a  connty. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  acts  of  violence  within  the  last  two  years,  be- 
sides these  you  have  stated  f 

Anstecr.  No,  sir. 

Qikestion.  You  have  heard  of  a  good  many,  but  you  do  not  know  them  f 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  them. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Qttestion.  You  spoke  of  Mr.  Ward ;  what  did  those  men  do  to  him  f 
Answs^.  The  night  they  came  there  I  did  not  see  them  at  his  house,  only  I  hoard 
they  did  get  around  there ;  I  saw  them  at  Mr.  Hy man's  house. 
Question.  Where  did  Mr.  Hyman  live  at  this  time  f 
Answer.  He  lived  right  on  the  line  of  Alabama  and  Georgia. 
Question.  In  Bluffston  t 
Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  became  of  the  teacher  that  was  teaching  that  school  T 
Answer.  She  went  clear  off.     I  have  never  heard  of  her  since.  ' 
Question.  What  was  the  colored  man's  name  that  was  killed  at  that  time  f 
Answer.  America  Tramblies. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  colored  school-houses  being  burned  f 

Anstver.  There  were '  two  burned  up  in  Chambers  County,  as  I  told  you.  I 
don't  know  who  built  them  ;  the  regular  people  owned  them  before*  I  don't  know 
who  built  them,  but  I  know  they  were  burned  down. 

Question.  Two  colored  schools  f 

Anstcer.  They  said  there  was  a  school-house  and  a  church.  I  know  very  well  that 
they  didn't  have  any  colored  church ;  I  staid  up  there  a  year. 

Question.  Were  both  of  them  burned  last  year  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  one  was  burned  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  tbib  other 
along  after  the  man  was  killed. 

Question.  Are  the  white  people  up  there  opposed  to  colored  schools? 

Answer.  Very  much. 

Question.  Are  they  opposed  to  colored  churches  t 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  they  are  or  not.  I  didn't  hear  them  say  anything 
about  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Was  this  white  woman,  who  taught  the  school,  living  in  the  houBe  of 
America  Tramblies  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  she  there  at  the  time  he  was  killed  f  OnDoIp 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  she  was  in  the  back  room  with  hiaP'^!i^|fetM,^ecwy^ copies  for 
them. 
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Question,  Was  it  ever  known  who  killed  him  f 

Anmter,  No,  sir;  not  as  I  heard. 

QueaUoH,  What  were  the  ciroumstances  attending  it? 

Anstoer.  Sir! 

QuaUon.  How  did  it  happen  t 

Answer,  I  don't  know  that.  They  just  took  a  prejudice  to  kill  him,  and  because  he 
was  boaidinff  her  and  was  a  republican|-and  they  had  an  obiection  to  it.  He  was  a 
minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  I  never  heard  auyt^iiug  amiss  of  him.  Both  qualities  and 
classes  of  people,  democrats  and  radicals,  spoke  well  of  him — that  he  was  an  honest, 
kind-hearted  man— -a  minister  of  the  Gospel.  I  never ^  heard  anything  against  him 
until  he  was  killed.    They  said  the  men  just  walked  in  iuid  killed  him  in  his  bed. 

QuestiofL  How  many  were  there  f 

Answer,  I  never  beard  how  many. 

Question,  Were  they  disguised  f      ^ 

Answer*  They  said  they  were.  * 

Question,  How  do  you  Know  anything  about  it ;  were  you  there  f 

Answer,  I  wasn't  at  his  house ;  I  heard  it. 

Question.  Who  from  ? 

Answer,  From  everybody — everybody  that  lived  in  that  neighborhood,  white  and 
black. 

Question,  It  was  not  known  who  killed  him  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Nor  why  he  was  killed  f 

Answer,  That  is  what  they  said—that  he  was  killed — them  that  I  heard  talking 
aboul  it,  and  that  was  the  most  of  the  statement  that  was  given,  that  it  was  for  board- 
ing that  school-teacher  and  being  a  strong  republican.    That  is  all  I  ever  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Who  did  you  hear  say  that  f 

Ansicer,  1  heard  so  many  I  couldn't  go  on  and  tell ;  and  I  heard  a  heap  of  white  peo- 
ple say  he  was  one  of  the  leading  negroes  of  the  republican  party. 

Question,  You  heard  them  say  he  was  a  leader  of  the  republican  party  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  them  say  he  was  killed  because  he  was  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  but  I  heard  his  color  say  he  was  killed  for  that;  the  principal  part 
of  the  county,  the  colored  people,  all  laid  it  to  that ;  that  he  was  killed  because  he  was 
a  repablican  and  boarding  that  woman. 

Question.  That  is,  they  thought  so  t 

Answer.  I  reckon  so.    That  is  what  they  put  it  to.    I  am  stating  what  I  heard. 

Question.  If  they  did  not  know  who  killed  him,  how  could  they  tell  what  he  was 
kiUedfor? 

Answer,  That  is  what  they  said  he  was  killed  for.  I  know  he  was  killed,  and  the  old 
woman  was  run  off  through  the  woods. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  The  school  mistress  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr,  Bucklby  : 
Question.  She  got  frightened  and  ran  off  that  samd  night  T  * 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  and  the  children ;  and  one  of  his  sons  got  shot. 
Question.  The  same  night  t 
Answer.  The  same  night. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  One  of  this  colored  preacher's  sons  got  shot  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  where  she  went  to  after  that  t 

Answer,  I  heard  she  went  to  La  Fayette  and  reported  it.  and  got  her  situation  and 
went  back  to  West  Point ;  but  she  didn't  do  any  more  business  Mter  that. 
Question.  She  came  from  Georgia  up  to  Fredonia  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Was  it  said  that  she  was  sleeping  ;writh  this  man  f 

Ansioer,  No,  eir;  this  man  was  in  the  bed  with  his  wife,  I  am  told.    Him  and  his 
wife  in  one  room,  and  his  daughters  and  the  school-teacher  was  in  the  other  room. 
Question,  What  was  the  name  of  the  school  mistress f  (^r>.r^ri]^ 

Answer,  I  don't  know,  sir.  Digitized  by  VjOU^IL 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  Was  she  teaching  a  public  school  f 
Answer,  Yeft,  sir. 

Question,  Employed  by  the  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  thiuk  that  was  what  she  was  teaching ;  she  coold  not  get  boud 
anywhere  else  but  at  his  house. 
Question.  The  white  people  wouldn't  board  "her  t 
Answer,  They  wouldn't  board  her.     « 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  Odcher  18, 1871. 

JOHN  TAYLOE  COLEMAN  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Please  state  your  residence  and  occupation. 

Answer,  My  residence  is  Demopolis,  Marengo  County,  Alabama :  I  am  a  mail^agent; 
I  suppose  I  did  not  lose  my  citizenship  by  being  on  the  North  and  South  road  here. 

Question.  You  mean  you  are  a  mail-route  agent  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qttestion.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position  f 

Answer.  1  think  I  received  my  commission  in  January  last. 

Question.  What  was  your  first  road  t 

Answer,  I  was  first  assigned  to  duty  on  the  road  from  Selma,  Alabama,  to  Meridian, 
Mississippi. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  upon  that  road  f 

Answer.  I  think  I  was  there,  sir,  about  two  weeks,  as  near  as  I  can  rememb^. 

Question,  What  was  your  next  route  t 

Answer,  My  present  route  from  here  to  Colera,  on  the  South  and  North  Alabama 
Railroad. 

Question,  While  von  were  running  on  the  route  from  Selma  to  Meridian,  were  you 
ever  disturbed  in  the  performance  of  your  duty  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  State  the  particulars  of  that  disturbance. 

Answer,  In  February  last,  between  the  16th  and  the  last  of  the  month,  the  exact  date 
can  be  found  by  reference  to  the  Post-Offlce  Department  at  Washington,  at  Kewaunee  Sta- 
tion, or  Kewaunee  Wood-pile,  in  Mississippi;  I  was  making  up  my  mail,  that  is, closing 
up  my  mails,  for  Meridian,  Mississippi ;  and  if  you  all  know  the  jKisition  of  mail-cais,  yoa 
know  how  tney  are  fixed ;  I  stood  with  my  back  to  the  entrance,  t^  the  door  that  leads 
into  the  mail-car,  all  the  time.  I  felt  a  pressure  on  my  shoulders,  as  if  some  one  had 
come  in  and  laid  his  hand  on  my  shoulder.  I  turned  around  and  there  stood  a  man  dis- 
guised from  head  to  foot  in  a  gown  that  was  drawn  together  at  the  top,  just  like  a 
common  tobacco-bag,  and  it  just  fell  over  him  and  nearly  reached  to  his  teet,  and  was 
bound  around  with  red — ^around  the  eyes  and  mouth  in  some  way.  The  plan  of  the 
disguise  was  white.  If  there  was  any  other  red  about  it  I  don't  remember  it.  I  should 
have  stat^  that  he  stood  in  this  position  with  a  pistol  in  each  hand,  with  his  arms 
extended  toward  mo,  and  as  I  turned  around  I  came  right  upon  these  two  pistols. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  to  you  f 

Ansicer.  Of  course  I  was  very  much  frightened,  and  I  halloed  to  him  not  to  shoot 
He  stei)ped  back  as  I  turned  around,  and  I  shut  the  door,  and  he  called  to  me,  '*  Who 
is  in  there  t"  I  says,  **  The  express  agent  is  in  there."  The  express  agent  and  myself 
are  the  only  two  persons  in  that  part  of  the  train  at  all,  and  it  is  a  night  train.  Mr. 
Flemming,  the  express  agent,  had  come  in  there  and  asked  me  to  let  him  eome  and 
lie  down  by  the  stove  where  he  would  be  warm.  I  answered,  "  The  express  agent  is 
in  there."  He  says,  "  Open  the  door."  I  opened  the  door.  He  says,  "  Come  forward, 
Mr.  Express  Agent."  Mr.  Flemming  cot  up,  then,  and  walked  in,  and  this  man  re- 
marked to  me,  "  Do  you  know  where  this  is  T"  I  says,  "  Yes,  sir."  **  What  place  is  it  T 
he  asked.  I  says,  "  Kewaunee  Wood-pile,"  or  "Kewaunee  Station."  He  says,**  You 
are  perhaps  aware  that  there  was  a  mail  agent  killed  here,  shot  right  here  at  this 
place."  I  told  him  I  was  aware  of  that  fact.  He  says,  "  You,  in  your  actions,  will 
govern  yourself  in  Huch  a  way  that  you  will  attend  to  your  own  business  and  nobody 
else's,  or  else  ^ou  will  look  out  for  the  same  fate."  He  then  commenced  some  sort  of 
mystical  flourishes  with  his  pistols  and  shoved  them  up  against  me.  I  think  one  of 
them  was  capped  and  the  other  was  not,  because  he  snapped  it  several  times  in  my 
face,  and  in  the  express  agent's  face,  and  against  my  person  also. 

Question.  He  shoved  them  against  yon  and  the  express  agent,  both  f        | 

^n^trer.  Yes,  sir ;  Mr.  Flemming.  30QIC 

Question.  What  else  occurred  t  ^ 
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Answer,  He  then  went  onty  and  in  a  few  minntes  returned  again  and  went  through 
the  same  performancei  flouriahing  his  pistols,  and  shoving  them  up  against  niy  person, 
ftnd  snapping  one  of  them  several  times.    The  other  one  I  thought  was  capped. 
Question,  Did  he  repeat  his  threats  f 

An$mr.  Not  at  that  time.    He  remarked,  ^'Just  keep  quiet ;  I  don't  wish  any  noise 
made.    Til  not  harm  you  now.'' 
(^uestum.  Was  this  after  night  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  , 

Questum.  How  late  in  the  n|ght  f 

Answer,  It  was  ahout  half-past  10  o'clock. 

QaaHon,  Was  the  night  light  or  dark  t 

Answer,  It  was  rather  stormy  night,  to  the  hest  of  my  recollection.  It  was  in  Feh- 
'  nary ;  the  exact  date  could  be  ascertained  at  the  Selma  office. 

QuesHon,  Did  you  see  any  of  his  confederates  f 

Answer,  I  saw^^no  other  disguised  men.  The  train  was  full  of  men  that  night.  It 
was  a  very  few  nights  before  that  Meridian  riot,  and  they  were  goin^  down  that  night. 
They  were  expecting,  so  they  said,  there  would  be  trouble  in  Meridian,  and  said  that 
they  were  going  down  there  to  help  out. 

QnesHon.  Did  you  hear  that  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  that  on  the  train. 

Qnestwn.  You  heard  men  aboard  the  train  say  that  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QnesiioH*  Were  they  strangers  to.  you  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QnesiUm,  .Undisguised  or  disguised? 

Answer,  Undisguised;  they  were  strangers.  I  didn't  hear  the  disguised  man  say 
that 

QnesHon,  Do  you  know  whether  he  got  on  the  train  at  Kewaunee  Station  or  was 
aboard  before! 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Qifesftoft.  Where  did  he  disappear? 

Answer.  He  went  back  as  if  ue  was  going  into  the  passenger-car  through  the  bag- 
gage-car. 

{^estion.  Did  you  go  through  the  cars  afterwards? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  left  my  mail-car.  ' 

Question,  Do  you  know,  from  information,  that  there  were  disguised  men  on  that 
train  that  night? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  only  saw  this  one.  He  said,  "It  is  not  worth  while  to  do  any- 
thin?.  I  could  have  a  tnousand  men  in  fifteen  minutes ;  they  are  all  out  here  in  the 
woodB."    That  is  all  he  said  about  that. 

Question,  You  wei*e  running  westward? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesU&n,  How  far  from  Meridian  ? 

Answer.  It  is  twenty-seven  miles  from  York  Station  to  Meridian,  and  I  was  between 
five  and  seven  miles  west  of  York.  In  about  four  days  or  a  week  perhaps  after  that — 
I  didn't  leave  my  route  then — returning  from  Meridian,  at  York  Station  [  was  informed 
by  the  watchman,  and  telegraph  operator,  and  train  conductor,  and  baggage-master, 
that  there  had  been  a  party  of  disguised  men— eighteen — watching  my  return  from 
Meridian,  coming  this  way.  That  happened  about  four  days  or  a  week  after  that. 
We  were  behind  time  that  morning  going  east,  and  near  day — they  said  it  was  very 
near  day — they  got  restless  and  left,  and  left  this  message  for  me :  *'  Tell  Coleman,  the 
new  ronte  agent  on  this  route,  to  stay  on  the  east  side  of  the  Bigbee  River" — that  is 
OD  this  side — "  and  if  he  does  not,  he  can  decide  to  leave  his  shoe*8tring  here  with  us." 
That  is  exactly  the  language  they  used. 

By  Mr.  Bucklet  : 
QuesHon.  Whom  did  you  get  that  from  ? 

Answer,  From  the  telegraph  operator,  the  watchman,  the  conductor,  and  the 
baggage-master. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Who  did  they  say  left  that  message  with  them  for  yon  ? 

Answer,  These  eighteen  disguised  men.  Mr.  W.  H.  English  was  the  conductor:  he 
is  now  in  Sclma.  We  were  behind  time,  and  it  was  ve^  near  day,  and  they  had  to 
leave.  They  said  they  had  seen  a  great  many  Ku-Klnx,  but  these  wore  the  most  desper- 
ate looking  set  they  had  seen.  I  went  to  Mr.  English ;  we  were  friends,  and  had 
known  each  other  a  considerable  time,  and  I  said,  "  Do  you  think  there  is  any  danger  f ' 
He  says,  "  I  have  not  thought  there  was  any  danger  heretofore ;  I  have  no  policy  iu 
what  I  say,  but  I  advise  you  not  to  go  back  there ;  they  say  no  man  under  Mi.  Hays's 
patronage  shall  run  over  that  road." 
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Qu£8tion,  He  is  the  member  of  Congress  from  that  district  t 

Jnawer.  Yes,  sir ;  be  secored  my  appointment.  I  did  not  see  them.  He  said  they 
bad  a  cowhide  for  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mx.  Furguson,  two  young  meu  on  the  road,  and 
that  they  were  not  to  come  back  there  on  the  road,  and  if  they  did  they  wonld  while 
them  and'  bang  them.  That  is  what  they  meant  by  the  shoe-string  business.  They 
warned  me  not  to  come  back. 

QuesUon,  What  attention  did  you  give  to  this  warning  f 

.  Answer.  1  left  the  route  and  was  transferred  to  this  j)lace.  I  left  the  ronte  at  the 
8u&;gestion  and  judgment  of  men  who  I  believed  woulujell  me  the  truth  about  any- 
thiug. 

Question.  Did  you  leave  because  of  the  apprehension  that  your  life  was  in  danger  if 
you  continued  to  run  over  that  road  as  route-agent  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qtiestiok.  Do  you  believe  they  intented  to  kill  you  t 

Answer.  I  do ;  because  they  Just  before  that  killed  a  route-agent. 

Question.  Who  was  that  f 

Answer.  Frank  Diggs. 

Question.  When  was  he  killed  t 

Anstcer.  He  was  killed  in  October  or  November  last. 

Question.  Was  he  the  mail-route  agent  on  that  road  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  took  his  place. 

Question.  Was  his  appointment  procured  by  Mr.  Hays  f 

Anstcer.  I  don't  know ;  I  think  not :  I  think  it  was  secured  by  Mr.  Buck. 

Question.  At  what  point  on  the  road  was  Mr.  Diggs  killed  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Diggs  waB  killed  at  the  exact  place  where  these  dis^ised  men  came  to 
my  car,  at  Kewaunee  Wood-pile,  and  said  if  I  did  not  mind  my  business  my  fate  would 
be  Digg8*s. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  circumstances  of  his  death  f  . 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  he  was  killed? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  shot;  he  was  shot  in  his  car ;  the  baggage-master  witnessed 
the  shot.  He  said  the  man  walked  up  to  the  car  with  a  double-barreled  gun  and  shot 
him  through  the  window.  He  shot  him  with  eighteen  buck-shots  in  the  side  and 
walked  off  and  said  "  That  is  all  right." 

Question.  Was  that  in  the  day-time  or  night-time  T 

Answer.  In  the  night ;  the  baggage-master  told  me  that ;  he  said  he  was  in  five  steps 
of  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  Was  this  man  disguised  f 

Ansioer.  I  think  he  was  not.  I  think  he  said  he  was  not  disguised.  It  was  a  man  that 
did  live  over  there.    I  think  they  told  me  he  was  living  at  Livingston. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Was  it  known  who  the  man  wasf 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  the  man. 
Question.  You  say  he  was  known  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  known  to  the  parties  that  lived  over  there.    They'told  me 
be  lived  in  Livingston. 
Question.  Who;  Diggs t 
Answer  No,  sir ;  the  man  that  killed  Diggs. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
QtiesUon.  The  baggage-master  told  you  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  the  man  that  killed  Diggs  lived  in  Livingston  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Did  the  baggage-master  know  who  he  was  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  did.    He  told  me  his  name,  but  I  don't  remember  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Was  any.  one  ever  taken  up  for  the  killing  of  Diggs  f 
Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Was  any  effort  made,  to  your  knowledge,  to  find  out  the  murderer! 
Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of.    I  don't  know  anything  more  about  it  than  what  I  told 
you. 
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Question.  Toa  did  not  know  this  man  who  assaulted  and  qnestioned  yon  f 
AnBioer,  I  could  not ;  he  was  disgnised. 
Qneation,  Yon  did  not  know  his  voice  f 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  saw  no  part  of  his  face  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.    I  have  not  been  over  there  since  before  the  war  and  during  the  war. 
Question.  State  if  you  are  a  crippled  man,  and,  if  so,  describe  h6w  f 
Answer.  I  am  a  crippled  man,  with  a  left  leg  off,  three  inches  and  a  half  below  the 
knee. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Were  you  bom  in  the  South  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  raised  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  came  to  Alabama  November  21, 

1859. 
Question.  Have  you  been  living  at  Demopolis  since  then  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Demopolis  and  Uniontown ;  they  are  near  together. 
Question.  Were  you  known  in  that  section  of  country  where  you  were  assaulted  f 
Answer.  No.  sir ;  I  cannot  say  that  I  was^  that  was  in  Mississippi ;  bub  I  had  been  a 

colored  school  teacher  in  Demopolis  for  two  years ;  and  this  conductor  told  me  he 

guessed  my  active  part  in  securing  Mr.  Hays's  election,  and  teaching  colored  children. 

was  one  of  the  reasons  why  I  oould  not  run  there.    I  don't  know  whether  they  tola 

him  that,  but  he  told  me  so. 

By  Mr.  Blaxr  : 
Question.  Who  was  that,  the  baggage-master  f 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  conductor. 
Question.  What  was  his  name  f 
AnstDsr.  W.  H.  English. 

Question.  What  was  the  baggage-master's  name  f 
Answer.  Sim  Richardson. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  He  told  you  the  reason  you  could  not  run  there  was  because  you  had  been 
the  teacher  of  a  colored  school  and  was  a  republican  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  did  not  say  because  I  was  a  republican,  but  he  said  I  could  not 
nin  there  under  Mr.  Hays's  patronage,  which  was  equivalent  t<^the  same  thing. 

Question.  What  was  the  offense  of  Mr.  Diggs,  and  the  reason  he  was  killed  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  any  given  at  all,  only  this  in  general  remark— I  didn't  hear  it 
from  them,  but  on  the  train — ^that  they  did  not  intend  to  allow  no  negro  route  agents, 
or  negro  firemen,  or  negro  brakesmen,  which  I  know  to  be  the  fact ;  they  did  not  allow 
them  to  ran. 

Question.  Was  Diggs  a  colored  man  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  l  have  heard  them  say  that  that  was  one  of  their  laws — ^that  no 
negro  should  be  a  fireman  or  brakesman.  I  noticed  that  no  negro  fireman  or  brakes- 
oum  did  run  over  there  while  I  was  there. 

QuesHon.  Is  this  the  only  time  you  have  ever  seen  the  Eu-Elux  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  omy  time.  I  received  a  written  message  from  them  the 
other  day.  If  I  had  a  messenger,  I  could  send  up  to  my  wife  now,  Mr.  Buckley,  and 
have  it  brought  down. 

Question.  Will  you  tell  the  particulars  of  it  f 

Answer.  It  reads  in  this  way :  **  Damn  your  so,ul,  our  Grand  Cyclops  has  just  arrived, 
&Qd  we  learn  from  him  that  you  recommend  a  negro  route  agent  for  our  new  road, 
which  is  the  North  and  South  Alabama  Railroad.  You  may  make  up  your  mind,  if  he 
goes  on,  to  stretcji  hemp."    [See  page  1054.] 

Question.  Where  did  you  eet  that  letter  f 

Answer.  I  got  that  from  the  Calera  post-office.  I  opened  the  bag  in  the  presence  of 
the  postmaster,  who  was  in  the  crowd  at  the  same  time.  I  saw  a  letter  addressed  to 
^o»  and  said,  "Where  did  this  come  from?  Do  you  knowf  He  said,  "It  came 
^roQgh  the  regular  channels  of  the  office  down  the  road  between  Selma  and  Calera. 
The  postmaster  was  T.  H.  Thompson. 
,    Question.  How  was  the  letter  signed  f 

'^xnrer.  By  a  number  of  men,  I  don't  remember  who— the  Grand  Cyclops  and  a  num- 
her  of  fictitious  names.    I  can  have  it  here  in  a  few  minutes. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  date  of  it  f 
Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  was  dated. 

By  the  Chairman  :  C^mr^n]t> 

QmUon.  Were  there  any  signs  or  insignia  upon  it  T  °  9'^'^"^  ^^  V^OO^  LC 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  elaborately  penciled  off  at  the  head  of  it  with  a  coffin,  a 
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stamp,  an  owl  sitting  on  it,  and  a  dajj^S^^  i^  %  ^"^  cross-bones,  anda  sword  and  skoU, 
&c.  It  was  on  the  Sa.j  before  tlie  last  State  election,  tlie  general  election ;  I  dou't  re- 
member the  date. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  ItSvas  the  8th  of  November  last. 

Anstcer,  I  went  to  the  precinct  of  Lioden,  Marengo  County,  to  distribnte  tickets  and 
work  for  the  election  of  my  candidates,  or  my  father's  candidates,  the  repubhcan  can- 
didates. On  that  day  I  was  cursed  and  abused  promiscuously,  particularly  by  a  man 
named  Robinson,  living  in  the  neighborhood.  They  stood  around  a  circle  all  daylong 
nearly,  with  knives  out,  apparently  whittling. 

Qticstion,  What  did  he  say  to  youf 

Anmcer.  General  political  arscument  and  very  abusive ;  he  cursed  me  a  good  many 
times  and  used  abusive  language.  That  evening  when  I  left  and  got  about  a  mile 
from  town,  in  the  Chickasabogue  swamp,  this  man  Robinson  and  a  man  named  Sann- 
ders  followed  me  to  that  place  and  inquired  of  a  colored  man  in  the  buggy  with  roe, 
where  did  he  live.  He  knew  very  well  where  he  lived,  for  he  is  an  old  settler.  Charka 
Hall  was  the  name  of  the  colored  man.  He  remarked,  '^  Charles,  I  am  coming  up  to 
where  you  live."  He  told  him  he  lived  on  Mr.  Coleman's  plantation.  He  says, 
"  I  am  coming  np  there  before  long  some  of  these  nights,  and  I  want  to  bring  a  rope 
with  mo ;  I  want  to  purify  the  country."  This  was  the  man  that  had  been  abusing  me 
all  day  long.  While  teaching  school  in  Demopolis  I  received  JCu-Klux  notices  that  I 
might  look  out :  that  I  would  be  hung  at  some  midnight  hour. 

Quesiian.  When  was  it  that  you  were  teaching  and  received  these  notices  f 

Answer.  1  taught  there  in  1868  and  1869. 

Question.  What  did  I  understand  was  the  purport  of  these  threats,  if  yon  continned 
to  teach  a  colored  school  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  if  I  continued,  but  if  I  did  not  mind  what  I  was  aboot.  I 
didn't  know  what  they  meant,  but  they  didn't  like  my  style,  and  if  I  didn't  mind  what 
I  was  about  I  would  be  hung  up  at  the  midnight  hour  to  the  nearest  limb. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  causi  for  this  except  that  you  w^ere  teaching  a  colored 
school  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  j)f  any  cause  at  all,  sir.  Now,  in  relation  to  this  Kewanoee 
Ku-Klux  business  over  there,  this  conductor  told  me  they  said  they  had  every 
man's  name  down  that  had  taken  any  j)rominent  part  in  the  republican  party.  Mr. 
W.  H.  English  told  me4,hat.  Another  express  agent,  whose  name  I  cannot  remember, 
but  it  was  not  Flemming,  it  was  another  messenger  that  ran  at  the  same  time,  said  that 
they  had  every  man's  name  down,  and  he  says,  **  Bill  Jones  in  particular ;  we  intend 
to  kill  him  if  it  takes  ten  years  to  do  it." 

Qtiestion.  Who  is  Bill  Jones  f 

Answer.  W.  B.  Jones,  senator  from  the  twenty-sixth  Alabama  district ;  and  that  if 
they  ever  caught  him  they  intended  to  kill  him,  if  it  took  ten  years ;  him  and 
Pierce  Burton. 

Question.  Who  was  Pierce  Burton  f 

Anewer.  He  was  editor  of  the  Southern  Republican,  printed  in  Demopolis,  Alabama, 

Question.  Is  it  still  published  there  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  has  discontinued  the  publication  of  it  and  left  the  State.  He 
was  severely  beaten  in  Eutaw  and  received  a  En-Klux  warning  to  le^ve  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  he  left  about  three  days  afterward. 

•  By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  Was  he  the  man  nominated  as  lieutenant  governor  by  the  republican 
party  f  , 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  these  officers  of  the  train  who  gave  you  this  information  relative  to 
the  Ku-Klux  and  their  intentions  republicans  or  democrats  f 

Answer.  Democrats,  sir.  ' 

Questiom  What  was  the  offense  for  which  they  were  going  to  kill  Bill  Jones  f 

Answer.  For  his  politics. 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  cause  against  either  him  or  Burton  than  that  tl»<y 
were  leading  republicans? 

Answer.  No,  sir :  I  never  heanl  of  any  other.  Dr.  Jones  was  born  and  raised  in  Ma- 
rengo County.  They  said  he  was  a  damned  negro  lover  and  they  intended  to  kill  him 
if  it  took  ten  years  to  do  it. 

Question.  Have  you  any  information  as  to  any  violence  committed  by  men  banded 
together  in  dis^ise  in  the  western  part  Of  Alabama  f 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  no  other  information  that  I  J^J^^^^h^J^'GoOqIc 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  At  the  time  when  this  first  assanlt  was  made  apon  yon  did  yoasee  any  other 
diBguised  men  about  the  train  f 

Armcer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Question,  From  what  was  said  to  you  do  yon  apprehend  that  there  were  other  dis- 
goised  men  about  there  ? 

Answer,  From  what  was  remarked  to  others,  I  would  infer  that  there  were  abont  forty 
on  that  night  who  could  have  been  disguised  in  a  very  short  time.  He  remarked  to 
ma,  *•  You  could  do  no  good  if  I  wanted  to  do  you  violence.  I  could  raise  a  thousand 
men  in  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes ;  they  are  all  out  here,  all  about  here,  all  in  these 
woods." 

Queition,  While  in  that  part  of  the  State,  did  you  hear  of  other  persons  being  whipped 
er  disturbed  by  disguised  men  ?  ' 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  it  from  others— from  the  baggage-master  and  the  train  hands. 
They  said  it  was  a  common  thing  to  take  a  negro  fireman  off  and  whip  him,  and  threat- 
ened the  engineer  that  if  he  brought  him  back  again  over  there  he  might  look  out  for 
fiimUar  treatment. 

QuesHon,  You  heard  of  similar  instances  of  treatment  on  that  road  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  not  of  my  own  knowledge,  but  I  hoard  so. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  been  molested  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties  on  this  new 
roadf 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  been  doing  very  well  except  this  late  warning. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  What  did  you  understand  was  the  reason  that  these  Ku-Klux  were  nnwill- 
ing  that  colored  men  should  be  employed  upon  the  train  or  upon  the  roadf 

Answer,  Social  equality  and  republicanism.    That  is  what  they  said. 
By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QueetUni,  Where  does  this  express  agent  Flemming  live  f 

Answer,  At  Jacksonville. 

Question,  In  what  part  of  the  State  is  that  f 

Answer,  Cherokee  County,  I  think,  on  the  Selma,  Rome  and  Dalton  Railroad.  I  think 
hiA  name  is  J.  H.  Flemming.  He  was  in  the  car  with  me  at  the  time.  He  has  been 
relieved  since  that  as  express  agent,  but  that  is  his  home.    I  saw  hiiiy  not  very  long  ago. 

QiiestMHt.  Where  does  the  conductor  on  that  train  live  ? 

Answer,  Mr.  William  H.  English  lives  in  Selma.  He  is  conductor  on  the  Selma  and 
Meridian  railroad  then,  Alabama  Central  railroad" now.  He  very  distinctly  remarked 
tome,  "They  have  determined  that  no  man  under  Hays's  patronage  shall  run  over 
here,"  and  he  advised  me  not  to  go  back  there  at  all ;  that  he  thought  it  was  dangerous. 
1  received  a  message  firom  him  and  the  watchman  and  the  telegraph  messenger. 

Qv^ftion,  Did  he  tell  you  so  himself  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  told  me  so  himself.    I  would  like  to  have  him  here  now. 

Que^ium.  What  was  the  name  of  the  baggage-master  f 

Answer,  Mr.  Sim  Richardson.  He  is  English's  brother-in-law.  I  don't  think  his 
name  is  Sim,  but  he  goes  by  that  name. 

Queslion,  Where  does  he  live  t 

'Answer,  He  lives  in  Selma,  or  he  did  at  the  last  advices.  I  think  he  is  still  baggage- 
master  on  that  road. 

Question,  What  is  the  watchman's  name  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  what  his  name  is. 

Question,  Is  he  on  the  road  now  f 

Answer,  I  think  not.  I  think  he  killed  his  wife  and  his  father-in-law  in  a  difflcultjr, 
and  has  run  off.  I  have  heard  his  name,  but  I  do  not  remember  it  now.  Captain 
Dimick  can  tell  it.  The  telegraph  operator  was  named  Charles  something,  I  cannot 
think  of  the  name ;  but  the  telegraph  operator  is  still  at  the  place,  at  York  Station. 
You  can  find  out  his  name  in  a  very  few  minutes  by  sending  down  to  the  telegraph 
office  here.    It  is  Charley  somebody ;  I  have  heard  it  fifty  times. 

Question,  You  say  all  these  men  are  democrats  f 

Answer,  They  expressed  themselves  that  way.  I  don't  know  whether  the  disguised 
man  was  a  democrat  or  not.  I  don't  know  what  he  was.  I  don't  know  anything  now 
«f  who  these  disguised  men  were.  These  men,  whose  names  I  give  you,  on  the  train, 
the  baggage- master  and  conductor,  and  so  on,  were  democrats. 

Question,  Which  baggage-master  was  it  saw  Diggs  killed  7 

Answer,  The  baggage-master  belonging  to  Mr.  Stanton's  road— -the  Alabama  and 
Chattanooga  Railroad. 

Question,  What  is  his  name  ? 

Answer,  I  was  over  there  onl  v  about  two  or  three  weeks  ago,  as  I  stated,  but  I  don't 
remember  his  name.  Mr.  English  or  Mr.  Charley  Marsh,  now  in  this  city,  would  re- 
member his  name.  Charley  Klarsh  was  the  conductor  on  that  road,  and  saw  more  of 
this  man  than  I  did. 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

QMsHon.  Is  he  in  the  city  nowf 

Answer,  He  was  Sunday  morning.    He  was  conductor  on  the  road,  and  I  think  he 
received  some  letters  that  if  he  did't  ran  the  road  another  way  he  oonld  not  stay 
there.    There  was  a  conductor  run  off  irom  there,  a  northern  man.    Mr.  Charley  Marsh 
could  give  the  baggage-master's  name. 
By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Where  does  Robinson  livet 

Answer,  In  Marengo  County,  near  Linden,  the  county  seat. 

Qtiestion,  Is  he  there  now  f 

Answer.  I  reckon  so. 

QtiesUon.  Where  does  Saunders  live  f 

Answei\  In  that  neighborhood.  I  don't  know  either  of  them  personally;  the  names 
were  given  to  me.  • 

Question.  Is  Charles  Hall,  the  negro  that  rode  with  you,  living  there  T 

Answer.  He  lived  on  a  plantation— my  plantation ;  part  of  it  is  mine.  It  is  an  eetate 
place,  and  I  have  an  interest  in  it.  He  was  living  on  it  at  that  time,  and  he  was  on 
the  same  place  with  me.  This  man  said  I  came  there,  and  was  a  damned  radical  and  a 
damned  scoundrel,  and  was  paid  for  what  I  waa  doing,  and  was  working  against  my 
country.    That  was  about  the  pith  of  his  conversation,  that  and  abuse. 

'By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  yon  lose  your  leg  in  the  confederate  army  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  lost  my  leg  when  I  was,  I  think,  about  eighteen  years  (dd,  in  a 
thrashing-machine— -in  the  horse-power  of  a  thrashing-machine — in  the  State  of  Vir- 
gina.  General  Blair,  the  name  of  that  baggage-master  I  remember  now;  it  is 
GooNdloe. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
Question,  Where  does  he  live  f 
Answer,  I  think  in  Meridian. 


'X  )C 


J^ 


"Dam  Your  Soul.  The  Horrible  Sepulchre  and  Bloody  Moon  has  at  last  arriTed. 
Some  live  to-day  to-morrow  "  Die."  We  the  undersigned  understand  through  our 
Grand  "  Cyclops  "  that  you  have  recommended  a  big  Black  Nigger  for  Male  agent  on 
our  nu  rode ;  wel,  sir,  Jest  you  understand  in  time  if  he  get«  on  the  rode  you  can 
make  up  your  mind  to  pull  roape.  If  you  have  any  thing  to  say  in  regard  to  the 
Matter,  meet  the  Grand  Cyclops  and  Conclave  at  Den  No.  4  at  li  o'clock  midnight^ 
Oct.  1st,  1871. 

**'  When  you  are  in  Calera  we  warn  you  to  hold  your  tounge  and  not  speak  so  much 
with  your  mouth  or  otherwise  you  will  be  taken  on  supprise  and  led  out  by  the  Klan 
and  learnt  to  stretch  hemp.    Beware.  Beware.  Beware.  Beware. 

(Signed)  "  PHILLIP  ISENBAUM, 

"  Grand  Cvdopt- 
"JOHN  BANKSTOWN. 
"ESAU  DAVES. 
"MARCUS  THOMAS. 
"BLOODY  BONES. 
"  You  know  who.    And  all  others  of  the  Klan.'^ 
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MONTQOMBRT,  Atjjbaita,  Oetohtr  18;  1871. 

WILLIAM  R.  NOBLE  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Quetrtion,  Will  yon  pleaae  state  to  the  committee  yonr  residence  and  occupation  f 

Answer,  I  live  m  Montgomery.    I  am  chief  clerk  in  the  auditor's  office. 

Queeiion.  You  are  familiar^  are  you,  with  the  records  of  that  office? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Que9U<m,  How  long  haVe  you  been  in  your  present  position  f 

Answer,  Since  July^  1868. 

Question,  That  is,  since  this  State  was  readmitted  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Mr.  Noble,  there  have  been  some  charges  of  wastefiil  expenditures  of  pnblio 
moneys  in  this  State,  and  the  committee  desire  to  get  from  yon  some  statements  as  to 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  public  moneys  at  the  times  of  the  close  of  the  war,  of 
{he  readmission  of  the  State,  ana  at  the  present  time.  If  you  have  any  knowledge 
pertaining  to  the  State  indebtedness  for  the  years  1865, 1866, 1867,  up  to  July,  18to, 
we  would  be  glad  to  have  you  give^snch  information  to  the  committee. 

Answer,  The  bonded  debt  on  the  80th  of  September  of  this  year  was  $5,442,300. 

Question,  At  what  period  was  that  f 

Answer,  That  was  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  September,  1871. 

Question,  Is  the  auditor  of  this  State  required  by  law  to  make  an  annual  report  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman; 

Question.  Where  is  the  auditor  of  the  State  at  present  f 

Answer.  He  left  for  New  York  City  on  Monday  last.  As  to  the  bonded  debt  for  1865, 
there  was  due  in  London  $688,000:  in  New  York  $168,000 ;  due  in  1883  in  New  York 
$1^1,000.  • 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Can  you  give  the  aggregate  State  debt  without  giving  the  items  I 

Answer.  These  three  amounts  will  make  up  the  aggregate  $2,797,000.  One  million 
nine  hundred  and  forty-one  thousaad  dollars  were  issued  io  1866.  They  were  bonds  that* 
fell  due  in  1863  and  were  renewed  in  1866,  and  they  now  fall  due  in  1883.  They  only 
nm  seventeen  years  from  the  date  of  issue.  I  do  not  think  I  can  give  the  informa- 
tion exactly  in  regard  to  these.  The  bonds  that  fell  due  after  the  close  of  the  war 
were  renewed,  but  I  cannot  tell  from  the  record  which  I  have  here  whether  they 
were  old  or  new  bonds. 

Question,  Can  you  give  us  the  total  amount  of  the  bonded  debt  of  the  State  at  this 
timet 

Answer,  I  cannot  give  it  for  1865  without  going  to  the  office  to  see  the  record  of  the 
original  register  of  bonds. 

Question,  Can  you  give  it  for  July,  1868,  the  date  when  the  constitution  went  into 
effect! 

Answer.  Four  million  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight  thousand  four  hundred  dol- 
lars. That  is,  when  the  new  constitution  was  adopted.  On  the  30th  of  September, 
1870,  the  bonded  debt  amounted  to  $5,382,800.  The  bonded  debt  at  present— 30th  of 
September,  1871— is  $5,442,-300.    That  is  the  actual  bonded  debt  of  the  State. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  issue  of  bonds  has  been  made  since  the  present  State 
government  has  gone  into  operation  f 

Answer.  Since  1868? 

Question,  Yes,  sir. 

Anstcer,  Five  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  State  bonds.  Of  that  amount  there  has 
been  $499,000  sold,  and  $1,000  remaining  on  hand. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  other  indebtedness  of  the  State  in  July,  1868 1 

Answer.  On  the  24th  of.  July,  1868,  there  was  due  for  temporary  loans  $109,350,  and 
accmed  interest  on  trust  funds  for  the  years  1866  and  1867,  $245,411  46.  That  was  the 
amount  that  had  to  be  provided  for  in  inoneyr 

Question.  Was  there  any  interest  on  the  public  debt  of  the  State  falling  due  at  that 
time  or  soon  alter  f 

Answer.  There  was  the  interest  on  the  bonded  debt  falling  due  in  November. 

Question.  November,  1868  f 

Answer.  November,  1868,  $64,570. 

Question.  Any  interest  falling  due  in  January  of  the  following  year? 

Answer.  The  interest  on  the  bonded  debt  due  January  1, 1869,  was  $68,467.  There 
was  at  the  same  time  interest  due  on  trust  funds  for  school  purposes  tbat  fell  due  on 
the  1st  of  December,  1868)  at  the  beginning  of  the  scholastic  year  of  this  State. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  amount  of  that  fundT  OoOCjIp 

Answer.  I  have  not  the  amount  down  here ;  it  was  $220,000,  or  over.  ^  ^^^^g^^ 
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Que$ti(m.  Was  there  any  other  indehtedDess  that  'the  oew  goyemment  had  to  pro- 
vide for  t 

Answer.  Konebnt  small  amoants,  amounting,  I>erbaps,  to  $10,000,  that  were  due  before 
the  24th  July,  1868. 

Qiiestian,  Will  yon  state  the  preparation  made  for  the  payment  of  this  indebtedness 
of  which  yon  have  spoken  f    Was  a  temporary  loan  effected  for  the  purpose  ? 

Anstoer.  There  were  temporary  loans  negotiated,  by  Governor  Smith,  of  small  amoauU; 
I  have  not  the  information  with  me  to  give  the  exact  amount. 

Queslion.  Will  you  state  the  total  amount  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  years 
1869  and  18701 

Answer.  The  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  September,  1869,  were  |I,306,31I  33. 
Of  that  amount,  there  were  $498,748  04  received  from  the  sale  of  Alabama  bonds,  aud 
$120,000  from  temporary  loans.    The  disbursements  were  $1,394,960  30. 

Question.  Is  that  for  1869  f 

Answer.  For  the  year  1869.  For  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1870,  the  receipts 
were  $1,283,586  52.    The  disbursements  were  $1,366,398  85. 

Question.  What  was  the  balance  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  f 

Answer.  The  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  30th  September,  1870,  was  $44,325  85. 

Question.  That  was  about  two  months,  or  one  month,  before  Governor  Lindsay  was 
inaugurated. 

Answer.  It  was  nearly  two  months  before  the  inauguration  of  the  present  governor. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  some  trust  funds.  Explain  to  the  committee,  Mr.  Noble, 
what  those  trust  funds  are,  and  how  they  have  been  used. 

Answer.  Under  an  act  of  Congress  of  March  2,  1827, 1  think,  the  State  received  educa- 
tional funds,  known  as  the  sixteenth  section  funds.  There  was  due  the  sixteenth 
section  fund  on  the  Ist  of  December,  1860,  $1,499,343  83 ;  there  was  due  the  valueless 
sixteenth  section  fund,  $97,091  21 ;  there  was  due  what  was  called  the  university  fund, 
$300,000,  making  a  total  of  $1,896,435  04.  The  surplus  revenue  fund,  under  the  act  of 
Congress  of  23d  June,  1836,  was  $669,086  80.  Tlie  interest  on  this  last  amount  is  a  part  of 
the  educational  fund  of  thiB  State.  On  the  30th  September,  1871,  the  total  amonnt 
due  by  the  State  to  the  educational  fund  was  $2,795,995  05.  That  amount  includes 
the  surplus  revenue  fund  not  included  in  the  other  tot^al.  The  increase  of  the  different 
education  funds  came  from  the  sixteenth  section  fond  which  was  turned  into  the 
treasury  and  credited  to  the  educational  fund,  and  then  the  State  paid  the  schools 
8  per  cent,  on  the  amount. 

QuesUon.  That  8  per  cent,  is  to  be  raised  now  by  taxation  on  this  amount  you  have 
just  named  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  that  the  State  had  sold  the  sixteenth  section  of  eveiy 
congressional  township,  commonly  known  as  the  school  section,  had  collected  tht* 
money,  and  the  money  had  been  paid  into  the  State  treasury,  and  the  State  had  used 
that  money  and  paid  interest  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent,  on  it  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  different  townships  upon  the  fund  t^Us  collected  and  used  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  same  with  the  United  States  surplus  revenue  fund  granted  in  1836? 

Answer.  The  State  assumed  that  as  a  debt  also,  and  paid  interest  on  the  amonnt  to 
the  schools,  and  money  now  paid  for  sixteenth  sections,  or  notes  that  are  being  paid 
now  with  interest,  goes  into  the  general  fund  of  the  treasury,  and  the  school  rand  is 
oredite^  with  eight  per  cent,  from  year  to  year  on  amount  paid  in  each  year. 

Questto7i.  So  that  the  entire  purchase-money  upon  the  sale  of  these  school  sections 
has  not  been  collected  yet  f 

Ansioer.  No,  sir ;  small  amounts  are  still  being  collected  f 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Do  you  know  what  the  rate  of  taxation  upon  property  was  here  during 
'1868,  1869,  and  1870 1 

Answer.  The  rate  of  taxation  on  the  assessment  for  1868  was  three-tenths  of  one  per 
cent.  That  was  under  the  revenue  law  of  1866-^67.  Jhe  Ip^islature,  at  its  first  session 
of  1868,  legalized  the  assessment  of  1868,  with  the  exception  of  the  poll-tax,  which 
was  cut  down  to  a  dollar  and  a  half  in  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  Uie  eoo- 
stitution.    The  other  assessment  remained  the  same. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  the  assessment  was  in  1869-70  f 

Answer.  On  the  31st  day  of  December,  1868,  the  i*ate  of  taxation  was  raised  to  three- 
fourths  of  one  per  cent.,  aud  that  was  the  estimate  made  on  all  the  taxable  property 
in  the  State,  an  ad  valorem  tax  for  1869,  and  the  same  rate  of  taxation  remamed  ice 
the  year  1870.  The  revenue  from  the  assessment  of  1870  has  been  collected  aoAtlf ; 
some  balances  are  out  yet.  ,  tized  by  vjOOC 
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Question,  Did  the  iocome  from  taxation  dnring  the  yean  1865, 1866,  and  1867  meet 
the  pnblic  expenditures  of  the  State  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  they  did  not. 

Question.  Can  yon  tell  ns  how  far  short  in  these  years  the  Income  fell  of  meeting  the 
expenditures  f 

Answer,  The  auditor's  report  for  the  year>ending  30th  September,  1870,  gives  the  per 
eent.  of  receipts  from  taxes  and  licenses  for  the  years  1860, 1866, 1866, 1867, 186ri,  1869, 
and  1870.  The  receipts  from  taxation  and  licenses  for  1868  were  $1,788,982  43 ;  the 
disbursements  in  payment  of  claims  against  the  State,  not  inclnding  repayments  of 
temporary  loans,  were  $2,233,781  97.  For  1865  the  receipts  from  the  same  sources  were 
$1,626,782  93,  add  the  disbursements  were  $2,282,355  97.  In  1866  the  receipts— and  I 
will  remark  that  all  of  these  receipts  are  from  taxation  and  licenses,  aiid  the  dis- 
barsemente  are  for  the  payment  of  legitimate  claims  against  the  State — in  1866  the 
receipts  were  $62,967  80,  the  disbursements  $606,494  39.  For  1867  the  receipts  were 
$€91,048  86;  the  disbursements  were  $819,434  85.  For  1868  the  receipts  were  $724,760  56; 
the  disbursements  $1,066,800  24.  For  1869  the  receipts  were  $686,451  02 ;  the  disburse- 
ments were  $1,286,231.  For  1870  the  receipts  were  $1,242,261  25 ;  the  disbursements 
wefe  $1,336,  396  85. 

Question,  In  .that  year  the  receipts  met  the  expenditures,  did  they  f 

Answer,  Not  quite. 

Question,  How  was  the  rate  of  taxation  that  year  f    Three-fourths  of  one  per  cent.? 

Answer.  Three  fourths  of  one  per  cent. 

Question,  How  were  the  revenue  laws  altered  last  winter  f 

Answer,  The  tax  on  real  and  personal  property  was  reduced  to  one-half  of  oue  per  cent 

Quefftion.  How  have  the  taxes  been  collected  for  the  last  year  f  Is  there  a  large 
delinquent  tax  t 

Answer,  There  are  very  close  collections  this  last  year. of  the  assessment  of  1870, 
closer  than  for  years  past,  I  think. 

Question.  This  tiscal  year  closes  the  30th  of  last  month  f 

Answer,  The  30th  of  September. 

Question,  State  the  condition  of  the  treasury  at  the  present  time. 

Answer.  Ou  the  30th  of  September,  1871,  there  were  outstanding  auditor's  warrants 
to  the  amount  of  $217,622  32.  There  is  also  outstanding  $300,000  of  State  certificates, 
isBQed  in  1866  or  1867. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  the  Patton  money  f 

Answer.  It  is  what  is  called  State  money ;  they  are  evidences  of  debt ;  they  are  State 
certificates  issued  under  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  1866-'67. 

Question,  How  does  this  compare  with  the  indebtedness  of  the  State  one  year  ago  f 
•  Answer,  The  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  30th  of  September,  1870,  as  shown  by  the 
records  of  the  auditor's  ofBce,  was  $44,325  85.  The  actual  balance  in  the  treasury 
amounted  to  something  over  $53,000,  from  warrants  not  presented  at  the  treasury  for 
payment,  leaving  the  treasurer's  balance  larger  than  the  auditor's.  The  outstanding 
warrants  that  had  not  been  presented  on  the  30th  September,  1870,  were  $9,260  01. 

Question,  The  auditor  is  required  to  make  a  report  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  is  he  f 

Answer.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  code  he  is. 

Question,  And  to  keep  a  list  of  the  expenditures  of  the  State  I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  also  to  keep  an  acconnt  of  all  the  receipts  into  the  State  treasury. 

Question.  He  knows,  therefore^  how  every  dollar  of  money  is  paid  out  1 

Answer,  Yes.  sir ;  the  money  is  paid  out  on*  the  warrant  of  the  auditor  upon  the 
treasurer.  When  claims  are  presented  to  the  auditor,  and  found  correct,  a  warrant  is 
drawn  by  the  auditor  upon  the  treasurer  for  the  amount. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Was  there  an  appropriation  of  two  or  three  millions  of  bonds  to  what  is 
known  as  the  Staunton  road  in  this  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  an  act  of  the  legislature  authorizing  and  directing  the 
governor  to  issue  two  millions  of  State  bonds  for  railroad  purposes  to  the  Alabama  and 
Chattanooga  Railroad. 

Question.  When  was  the  act  passed? 

Answer,  I  think  at  the  session  of  1869-70. 

Question,  Is  that  amount  of  bonds  included  in  your  estimate? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Why  not? 

Answer.  It  is  considered  as  a  contingent  liabilitv  only  of  the  State,  and  not  included 
in  the  actual  bonded  debt  of  the  State.  It  is  included*  in  the  report  of  the  auditor  for 
this  fiscal  year,  among  the  contingent  liabilities  of  the  State,  with  the  indorsed  bonda 
of  that  road  and  others.  • 

Question,  Nevertheless,  these  bonds  are  State  bonds,  and  hare  been  delivered  out  un- 
der that  act? 

Answer,  1  have  never  seen  a  copy  of  the  bonds.  It  is  my  impression  that  they  ara 
67  A 
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State  bonds,  signed  by  the  governor  and  treasnrer  of  the  State,  I  tiiink,  and  by  eaeh  of 
the  trustees  of  the  railroad. 

Question,  In  what  sense  can  they  be  called  contingeiUi  liabUitiee  f  Did  not  fke  act 
make  them  a  donation  to  that  road  on  certain  termsT 

Anstcer,  I  have  not  studied  the  act  very  carefully,  but  my  impression  is,  that  they 
are  to  be  paid  by  the  railroad  company,  and  only  become  a  State  debt  when  the  rail- 
road company  fails  to  pay,  and  they  are  paid  by  the  ^vomment. 

Question.  Has  not  the  railroad  company  actually  failed  to  pay  f 

Answer.  There  is  no  record  in  the  office  of  the  anditor  that  tli^  company  has  fUM  to 
pay  the  interest  on  their  bonds  at  all. 

Question.  How  many  additional  bonds  were  indorsed  by  the  State  for  that  and  other 
railroads  f 

Answer.  1  have  not  the  memorandum  of  that  with  me.  The  laws  requiring  the  in- 
dorsement of  railroad  bonds  do  not  require  the  auditor  to  keep  a  record  <^  them ;  nor 
does  he  know,  except  from  information  received  from  the  governor,  what  bonds  are 
indorsed.  I  have  uown  in  the  hands  of  the  State  printer  a  statement  showing  the 
amount  of  bonds  indorsed  for  each  railroad,  which  I  can  get  if  the  committee  desire  it 

Question.  There  is,  as  I  understand  it,  a  general  law  authorizing  and  requiring  ^ 
State  to  indorse  bonds  of  any  railroads  ooouneaced  and  put  in  (^ration,  upon  wi^eh 
there  is  a  certain  amount  of  work  done  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  amount  which  they  indorse— how  mnoh  per  milef 

Answer.  Sixteen  thousand  dollars  per  mile. 

Question.  What  railroads  have  received  the  indorsement  of  the  State  f 

Anstcer,  I  cannot  recollect  the  names  of  them  now.    There  are  some  eight  or  ten. 

Questio7i.  You  do  not  remember  the  amount  which  has  been  indorsed  for  these 
roads  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir.  I  can  get  the  exact  amount  in  a  very  few  minutes,  if  your  cominlt- 
tee  desire  it.  "^^ 

Question.  Have  any  of  these  railroads  made  default  upon  their  bonds  f 

Answer.  None,  so  far  as  the  auditor  is  informed.  The  Alabama  and  Chattanooga 
road  failed  to  pay  the  interest,  it  is  said,  and  the  amount  necessary  to  pay  the  inter^ 
has  been  raised  by  the  governor;  so  it  is  reported,  but  that  I  know  nothing  of  except 
from  hearsay. 

Question.  In  that  case  of  contingent  liability,  the  liability  has  already  accrued  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  how  that  would  be  considered.  The  governor  has  not 
drawn  a  cent  from  the  State  treasury  to  pay  interest  on  these  bonds. 

Question.  In  what  way  has  he  provided  for  them  f 

Anstoer.  I  have  heard  it  said  that  he  had  made  a  temporary  loan  in  New  T<n%,  <fr 
raised  the  money  there  in  some  manner. 

Question.  Was  he  authorized  by  law  to  do  this  f 

Answer.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say.    I  have  never  stndied  the  law  in  regard  to  that. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  how  the  State  is  secured  against  any  loss  by  reason  of  these 
bonds,  and  what  kind  of  a  lien  is  provided  upon  the  roads  f 

Answer,  The  State,  1  think,  holds  the  first  mortgage  on  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga 
road  on  the  rolling  stock  and  road-bed,  and  certain  lands  belonging  to  the  road. 

Question.  How  is  it  as  to  these  other  roads  to  which  the  State  has  issued  bonds;  is 
there  a  similar  lien  f 

Answer.  I  think  the  State  has  a  similar  lien  on  all  of  them — a  first  mortgage  on  aH 
the  property  of  the  road. 

Question.  Is  this  aid  given  to  unfinished  railroads,  to  enable  them  to  complete  their 
roads  and  to  equip  them  f 

Anstcer.  I  think  it  is.  I  would  like  to  say  there  was  a  loan  made  to  the  Montgomery 
and  Eufanla  Railroad  Company  of  $300,0(10,  which  was  recorded  in  the  oflioe  of  the 
auditor,  and  signed  by  the  governor,  auditor,  and  treasurer,  as  the  law  i-eqnires. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question.  The  president  of  that  road  has  promptly  paid  the  interest,  has  he  notf 
Anstver,  I  think  he  has.    I  have  heard  nothing  to  tlie  contrary. 

By  the  Chairmax  : 

Question.  Is  the  security  supposed  to  be  ample  to  save  the  State  from  any  eveataal 
loss  by  reason  of  her  bonds? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  generally  considered;  so.  There  isa  great  difference  d  apinioai 
however,  in  regard  to  the  Alabama  aud  Chattanooga  Road.  1  have  heard  quite  a  naia- 
ber  of  persons,  who  were  familiar  with  the  road,  say  that  the  State  woold  not^  intMr 
opinion,  lose  anything  by  the  indorsement.  ^ 
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By  Mr.  Buckley: 
QumUBtu  That  road  is  bnilt  entirelyi  I  believe  f 
Annoer,  It  is  completed  throagh. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Has  the  State  aoy  lien  npon  the  maohine-shops,  depots,  and  other  buildings 
erected  at  Chattanooga  f 

Jhmow.  I  nnderstand  the  lien  or  first  mortgage  to  cover  all  the  property  of  the  road 
Id  the  Sti^tes  of  Tennessee,  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi. 


MoNTGOMERT,  ALABAMA,  October  18, 1871. 
CtfliLEN  A.  BATTLE  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  General  Battle  was  subpcdnaed  by  the  minority  of  the  committer 
his  ftiafnination  will  be  conducted  by  G^eral  Blair. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qwftion.  Please  state  where  yon  reside. 

AnBwer,  I  reside  at  Tnskegee,  Macon  County,  Alabama. 

QutftUon.  How  long  have  yon  resided  there.  General  f 

Answer,  About  twenty  years,  sir. 

Queetiati,  I  believe  you  were  in  the  confederate  service  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QmBstion,  Did  von  serve  as  a  general  officer  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  entered  the  confederacy  as  a  private  and  came  out  as  a  migor 
^neral,  and  held  all  positions  intermediate  above  the  grade  of  mf\)or.  I  held  no  po- 
utioD  lower  than  migor ;  I  was  elected  to  that  from  the  ranks. 

Question,  Have  you  resided  constantly  in  Macon  since  the  wi^  closed  f 

Anmcer,  Ye&  sir. 

Question,  Wnat  is  your  profession  now  f 

Answer,  The  profession  of  the  law,  sir ;  though  for  the  most  part  since  the  war  I 
haTe  been  engaged  in  planting,  up  to  the  last  year.    I  am  not  planting  now. 

Question,  We  have  had  some  testimony  before  the  committee  as  to  some  disturba^ices 
io  your  county,  given  by  a  negro  man  who  calls  himself  James  H.  Alnton.  He  made  a 
statement  here  that  he  was  fired  upon  and  wounded  in  his  house.  Were  there 
any  persons  arrested  for  that  outrage  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Please  state  who  they  were. 

Answer,  There  were  five  negroes  arrested — I  think  five.  I  will  try  to  give  you  their 
immes.  John  Adams  ;  Joe  Fitzpatrick ;  Richmond  Campbell ;  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Marquis ;  his  first  name  is  Marquis ;  his  surname  I  cannot  recall.  I  think  his  name 
is  Marquis  AUen.    The  other  name,  if  there  were  five,  has  entirely  escaped,  me. 

Question,  Were  these  men  arrested  upon  affidavit  t 

Answer,  They  were  arrested  upon  the  affidavit  of  piston. 

Question,  What  was  the  purport  of  the  affidavit  f 

Answer,  The  purport  of  it  was  that  he  had  been  shot,  and  that  he  believed  that  these 
were  the  parties  who  shot  him. 

Question,  Were  those  parties  ever  tried  f 

Answer,  They  had  a  preliminary  trial,  sir. 

Queeiion.  What  was  developed  m  the  preliminary  trial  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  it  was  developed  in  that  preliminaxiy  trial  that  there  had  been  a 
series  of  political  meetings  held  over  at  a  church  known  as  Zion  church,  near  there ; 
they  were  republicans ;  that  there  were  two  factions  of  that  party :  and  that  John 
Adams  was  considered  as  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  faction  opposed  to  Alston.  They  had 
held  a  meeting  on  the  night  upon  which  this  shooting  occurred,  which  was  represented 
as  being  boisterous  in  its  nature.  The  specific  threats,  that  were  stated  to  have  been 
made  I  do  not  remember.  I  Just  remember  the  general  characteristics  of  the  meeting. 
It  was  stated  that  after  the  adjournment  of  the  meetiug,  I  think  about  half  na  hour 
after  the  a^Jonmmcnt,  and  just  after  Alston  had  gone  home  and  undressed  and  was 
geiog  to  bed,  the  firing  in  which  he  was  wounded  took  place. 

QnetU&n,  Was  this  the  only  circumstance  that  tended  to  implicate  these  negroes  in 
the  assault  f 

Anmoer,  Yes,  sir,  all' that  I  am  aware  of. 

Qwention,  Was  it  believed  by  the  negroes  especially,  that  these  men  were-guilty  fj 

Anmset,  ^  the  negroes  of  tne  community  f   ^  tjzed  by  vjOOQ  IC 

Question,  Yes. 

Antwer,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  sir.    I  think  the  sentiment  was  rather  divided, 
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ancl  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  prevailing  opinion  among  the  negroes  was  that 
they  were  not  guilty. 
Question,  Was  there  not  a  tnmnlt  amomr  them  f 
Answer,  Very  great,  sir,  inmiediately  following. 

Question.  Did  a  large  body  of  negroes  get  together  for  the  purpose  of  taking  res- 
geanco  upon  these  negroes  f 

Answer,  Well,  a  large  body  of  negroes  assembled,  and  it  was  thought  that  these  ne- 
groes were  in  dfanger.  It  was  also  thought  that  the  town  itself  was  in  danger,  and 
an  organization  was  effected  for  the  protection  of  the  town.  Would  you  like  to  have 
the  particulars  of  that  t  " 

Question.  Yes,  sir,  without  further  questioning,  if  you  will  give  us  an  account  of  the 
whole  thing. 

Anstoer.  Well,  sir.  this  shooting  took  place  upon  Sunday  night ;  the  date  I  do  not 
remember.  I  heara  of  it  Monday  morning,  I  think  it  was.  I  believe  now  it  was  Sat- 
urday night,  and  that  I  heard  of  it  Sunday  morning.  At  all  events,  soon  after  bear- 
ing of  it  I  went  into  town,  and  the  negroes  continued  to  increase,  and,  stieh  wastbe 
report,  going  over  to  Alston,  and  at  night  it  was  reported  that  they  had  increased  to 
the  number  of  two  or  three  hundred  there.  There  was  an  impromptu  town  meeting? 
of  the  citizens  called  at  a  law  oflQce,  and  after  some  considerable  debate  with  regard  to 
the  best  measures  to  be  adopted,  the  committee  resolved  that  General  Battle  be  re- 
quested to  take  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  town.  That 
was  all  that  the  meeting  did.  I  immediately  organized  a  squad  .of,  I  suppose,  aboat 
forty,  moved  out  and  armed  them.  I  rex>orted  to  the  sheriff  first.  Ho  approved 
of  the  organization  and  Joined  our  party.  I  requested  him  to  take  command  of 
the  party,  but  he  appointed  me  special  deputy  for  the  occasion  and  went  with  us. 
I  halted  within  about  fifty  or  one  hundred  yards  of  Alston's  house,  where  this  crowd  had 
assembled.  Alston  had  been  shot,  and  the  crowd  had  assembled  arounQ  his  hoo8& 
I  contented  myself  with  simply  establishing  a  patrol  on  the  various  streets  lead- 
ing out  from  that  party,  and  nothing  was  done  that  night  except  the  firing  of  a 
gun  from  one  of  my  picket  posts.  The  next  morning  about  sunrise,  or  between  dajiight 
and  sunrise,  I  went  up  a  little  nearer,  so  as  to  ascertain  the  number  of  negroes  and 
their  character ;  and  believing  that  I  had  a  very  great  influence  with  Alston,  as  he  had 
once  belonged  to  nie,  was  my  drummer  at  the  commencement  of  our  difiSculticSf  I  went 
up  to  have  a  personal  interview  with  him.  I  wont  into  the  house  and  spoke  to  bin 
kindly,  pleasantly,  and  he  agreed  that  if  I  would  guarantee  to  him  protection,  his 
friends  might  disperse.  He  said  that  their  object  was  for  his  protection,  and  not  for  the 
destruction  of  the  town.  I  gave  him  my  personal  assurance  that  he  would  l>e  protected, 
and  requested  him  to  send  on  his  people,  assuring  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  if  he  did 
not  I  should  certainly  attack  them,  because  I  was  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  sheriff 
and  at  the  request  ot  the  citizens.  They  every  one  soon  dispersed.  I  rode  through  tb« 
crowd  solitary  and  alone.  I  suppose  there  were  over  two  hundred  negroes  there  with 
guns.  The^  dispersed,  though,  pretty  soon.  - 1  then  retired,  came  back  to  town,  and 
after  being  in  town  an  hour  or  so  I  heard  that  there  were  combinations  at  two  or  three 
other  points  in  the  country,  large  combinations  of  negroes.  I  then  got  a  squad  of  about 
twenty  horsemen  and  rode  out  to  these  various  points  and  had  no  uiflBculty  in  di^re- 
ing  them.  We  did  not  fire  a  gun ;  they  retired  upon  being  ordered  to  do  so.  When  I  got 
back  to  town  Governor  Smith  had  arrived.  I  reported  to  him  in  person  immediately- 
He  appointed  me  as  special  aide-de-camp  for  the  occasion,  during  the  ccmtinuance  of  Ib^ 
ditiiculties.  I  received  some  orders  from  him.  In  a  very  little  while  after  that  the  Fed- 
(Bral  garrison  arrived.  They  reported  to  the  sheriff,  and  the  sheriff  then  requested  me 
to  make  such  dispositions  as  1  thought  necessary.  I  communicated  with  the  officers, 
and  got  a  squad  of  Federal  soldiers  and  arrested  those  whom  I  considered  the  ring- 
leaders there,  and  the  thiifg  quieted  down. 

Question,  What  was  done  with  the  negroes  who  were  arrested  on  the  charge  of  shoot- 
ing Alston  f 

Answer,  They  were  tried  in  a  preliminary  examination.  Two  of  them,  Pitzpatrick 
and  Marquis,  were,  I  think,  discharged.  Joe  Fitzpatrick  I  know  was,  and  I  think  Mar- 
quis was  discharged  on  the  preliminary  exammation,  and  the  others  were  bound  over. 

Question,  What  was  the  impression  as  to  their  guilt  or  ionocencef 

Answer.  At  the  time,  the  impression  was  pretty  strong  as  to  the  guilt  of  three  of  the 
parties,  John  Adams,  Richmona  Campbell,  and  a  man  whosename  I  cannot  recall,  if  tbeita 
were  three.  I  have  been  under  the  impression  that  there  were  five  in  the  whole  nam- 
•>er,  but  Marquis  and  Fitzpatrick  were  discharged. 

Question.  Alston  stated  that  a  ffuard  was  put  over  his  house  by  the  sheriff. 
^  Answer.  I  think  We  left  a  guara  there. 

Question,  He  says  that  he  was  fired  upon  a  second  time  soon  aHerwardB. 

Answer,  I  know  nothing  of  that. 

Question,  You  heard  nothing  of  it  f  .  r^  T 

Answer.  "So,  SIT.  Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 

Question.  He  states,  also,  that  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Carlos,  &bert  Johosooi 
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Genonil  Gann,  Mr.  Tbomas  Dryer,  Mr.  Campbell,  Dr.  McMnllen,  and  Dr.  Grigg,  waited 
on  him  and  ordered  him  out  of  the  county. 

Aimocr.  I  think,  sir,  that  a  committee,  or  some  of  those  gentlemen,  did  wait  on  him. 
I  do  not  think  they  ordered  him  out  of  the  county.  I  think  they  advised  him  to  leav<) 
theeoiiDty  npou  the  ground  that  they  did  not  consider  him  safe  there.  I  am  quite  sure 
that  they  believed  that  the  diflSculty  was  on  the  part-  of  tlie  colored  people  entirely. 
These  gentlemen  whom  vou  have  mentioned,  especially  Mr.  Carlos  and  one  or  two  oth- 
ers, are  remarkable  for  their  kindness  of  heart.  If  you  were  to  pick  out  a  gentleman 
as  an  amiable  man  in  our  community,  yon  would  be  very  apt  to  pick  out  Carlos,  and  I 
think  he  felt  that  Alston  was  really  in  danger  from  his  own  color. 

Qmttiou.  You  do  not  think  that  any  of  these  gentlemen  apprehended  thiit  the  white 
people  would  inflict  any  iiy ury  upon  him  t 

Ana^^er.  O,  no,  sur. 

Qu€stiem,  There  was  no  feeling  of  that  kind  f 

Jbuwer,  I  think  not.  I  think  it  was  regarded  as  a  Jealousy  among  the  negro  mem- 
hets  of  the  republican  party  there. 

Qiuation,  If  there  had  been  any  feeling  of  imeasineas  or  apprehension  that  the  white 
people  wonld  make  an  attack  upon  him,  would  yon  have  known  it.f 

Antwer.  I  think  I  would;  I  think  either  party  would  have  communicated  it  to  me. 

Qtuitum*  Yon  are  acquainted  with  all  these  gentlemen  whose  names  I  have  called  ? 

ia«tper.  Intimately,  sir. 

QuesUfm,  Yonr  understanding  from  them  was  that  their  advice  to  him  to  leave  was 
gioukded  entirely  upon  their  apprehension  of  danger  to  him  from  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  That  is  my  understanding,  sir.  I  now  remember,  since  I  have  been  thinking 
over  the  matter,  what  I  understood  was  the  cause  of  the  faction  over  there  at  that 
ehareb.  It  was  reported  to  us,  and  was  developed  upon  that  trial,  that  there  was  a 
portion  of  the  negroes  there  who  were  in  favor  of  having  white  men  connected  with 
the  League,  and  tbere  was  a  party  of  them  who  were  opposed  entirely  to  the  presence 
of  white  men  in  the  Leagues  and  meetings.  That,  I  suppose,  was  the  grand  cause  of 
distarbanco  between  the  two  factions.    That  was  the  idea  developed. 

QnetUtm.  Do  you  know  Thomas  Dryer  f 

Answer.  Very  well,  sir. 

Quesium^  This  man  Alston  stated,  on  examination  here,  that  Thomas  Dryer  sent  word 
by  his  cook  to  him  that  he  should  die — sent  a  threatening  message  to  him. 

Answer,  Of  course  I  cannot  say  anything  aboj;it  the  messaj^e ;  I  know  nothing  about 
it;  bat  from  the  character  of  Dryer,  I  can  say  that  Dryer  is  not  at  all  a  yiolent  man. 
He  is  a  remarkably  conservative  man  in  his  feelings  and  sentiments.  Indeed,  you  may 
jadge  that  he  is  a  man  of  not  the  slightest  violence  in  political  sentiments  from  the 
&ct  that  he  is  the  mercantile  partnei'and  associate  of  the  leading  radical  of  our  county, 
Judge  Menifee.    Judge  Menifee  is  the  partner  and  associate  of  Captain  Dryer. 

QnesHim,  Is  Menifee  the  probate  judge  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  This  man  stated  that  you,  in  company  with  Judge  Menifee,  called  upon  him 
and  told  him  that  if  he  alTtempted  to  celebrate  the  flfteenth  amendment  he  would  be  in 
gnat  danger  there. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  is  not  true.  Indeed,  I  do  not  remember  to  have-ever  heard  of 
any  celebration,  or  proposed  celebration,  of  the  fifteenth  amendment. 

(iuestian.  Did  you  ever  call  upon  him,  upon  any  account,  with  Judge  Menifee  ? 

Answer,  I  think  it  is  poKsi^le  that  Judge  Menifee  was  with  me  when  I  went  up  to  him 
that  morning  after  the  firing  to  request  him  to  order  his  friends  away.  I  know  Judge 
Menifee  was  acting  rather  as  my  staff  officer  during  part  of  these  difficulties.  I  think 
it  is  probable  that  he  went  with  me  on  one  occasion  to  Alston's  house,  but  there  was 
nothing  or  that  kind  said,  because  it  was  just  simply  an  order  for  him  to  have  his 
friends  diaperse. 

Qumion.  Ho  says  that  after  the  sheriff  put  twelve  men  as  a  guard  and  assured  him 
there  would  be  no  disturbance,  within  ten  minutes  he  was  shot  again. 

Anjswer.  There  is  no  truth  in  that ;  there  cannot  be,  or  I  certainly  should  have  heard  it. 

Quesiien.  You  say  this  man  Alston  was  with  you  during  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Not  during  the  war.  I  bought  him  at  the  time  we  were  organizing  troops. 
I  bought  him  aa  my  drummer,  and  he  was  in  my  service  as  a  drummer  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  troops  in  the  early  ^art  of  the  war,  and  "was  very  much  ofiended,  I  think,  that  I 
did  not  take  him  to  Virginia.  He  wanted  to  go  out  as  the  drummer  of  a  company  to 
Virginia,  and  I  declined  to  take  him  there. 

^^nestion.  What  is  this  man  Alston's  character  f 

Amsw«t.  When  I  knew  him  before  the  war,  when  he  belonged  to  me,  he  was  quite  an 
orderly  negro,  a  good  boot-maker  and  a  valuable  servant.  Since  then  I  have  heard  of 
bis  being  exceedingly  turbulent  and  sometimes — let  me  see  how  I  will  express  that — 
oyerbearing  in  his  manner  to  his  own  people  and  insolent  in  his  manner  toward  white 
people,  though  that  is  not  his  manner  toward  me.  He  is  uniformly  courteous  to  me, 
Md  luM  always  been  so. 
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Question,  How  in  respect  to  bis  character  for  truth  and  yeracity  f 

Aiww€i\  I  have  never  heard  it  discussed. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  f 

Answer,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say.  If  you  bring  it  to  the  old  law  rule  as  to  his  gen- 
eral character  in  the  community,  I  cannot  answer,  because  I  do  not  know  what  bis 
ideas  about  the  sanctity  of  an  oath  are.  There  are  many  of  these  people  who  have 
very  loose  ideas  on  that  subject. 

Question,  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  William  Dougherty  t 

Answer,  Very  well,  sir. 

Question,  What  is  his  occupation  f . 

Answer,  He  is  a  lawyer,  sir. 

Question,  Does  he  practice  law  now  f 

Answer,  He  keeps  an  office,  or  has  up  to  a  late  date,  at  Opelika.  He  has  lived  the 
greater  portion  of  his  life  at  Tuskegee,  Macon  County. 

Question,  It  never  has  been  ascertained,  as  I  understood  you,  who  did  the  sbootlDg 
on  that  night  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  never  satisfactorily  ascertained. 

Qiiestion.  Mr.  Dougherty,  in  his  testimony,  gave  an  account  of  an  attempt  to  aaaassi- 
nate  him  in  a  swamp  soon  after  this  occurrence ;  do  you  know  anything  of  that? 

Answer,  I  know  the  report  that  was  in  existence.  • 

Question,  I  believe  he  stated  that  you  employed  him  to  prosecute  some  whom  he 
suspected  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  I  may  be  mistaken  about  that  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  any  prosecution  was  attempted  at  all. 

.Question,  He  stated  here  that  he  went  through  tbe  woods  one  night  very  secreUy  to 
reach  your  house,  and  I  understood  him  to  say  that  he  did  reach  the  house  and  em- 
ployed you  to  prosecute,  and  tftiat  the  man  had  found  it  out,  and  disappeared. 

Answer,  I  never  heard  of  it  at  all. 

Question,  You  never  heard  of  his  having  any  such  intentions  f 

Ansvier,  No,  sir. 

Question.  He  never  told  you  sot 

Anstver.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  6 
Question,  This  man  Smith  fled  the  country  soon  after  that  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  Spiith  left  soon  after  that 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  He  was  a  man  engaged  in  a  livery  stable  ? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir.  I  know  he  is  not  there  now  and  has  not  been  for  a  consideral^e 
length  of  time.  If  you  wish  anything  said  in  regard  to  him  I  will  simply  state  tb^t 
Smith  was  regarded  as  a  remarkably  reckless  man,  and  was  very  reckless;  that  I  had 
him  put  under  special  guard  during  this  disturbance  to  keep,  him  from  doing  mischief. 
His  disposition  appeared  to  be  to  do  mischief,  and  ho  cared  very  little  how  he  did  mis- 
chief. He  was  regarded  as  a  naturally  depraved  man — a  very  l)ad  man.  When  I 
started  out  I  found  that  Smith  was  in  myparty,  and  I  had  him  put  under  fecial 
charge  of  somebody,  to  keep  him  strnight.  He  was  only  there  in  our  community  about 
a  month,  and  he  impressed  everylnxly  with  the  idea  that  he  was  an  exceedin^y  reck- 
less, bad  man.    I  think  he  did  not  care  very  much  whom  he  shot. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  The  impression  sought  to  be  conveyed  by  Mr.  Dougherty  was,  ihat  hss  as- 
sassination was  attempted  by  this  man  at  the  instigation  of  others  on  account  of  his 
politics,  on  account  of  his  being  a  republican. 

Answer,  Well,  at  the  time,  immediately  afterwards,  the  impression  prevafled  there 
in  town  that  Dougherty  shot  himself. 

Question,  I  believe  he  stated  that  the  democrats  said  he  was  drunk  and  shot  bimseif  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  ^ucklky  : 
Question.  I  think  he  said  that  the  paper  there  made  that  statement  T 
Answer,  I  do  not  remember  what  the  publication  in  the  paper  was. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QuesHoH,  He  stated  distinctly  that  he  had  come  to  Chehaw  and  to  this  place  respond- 
ing to  an  invitation  on  the  part  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  State,  and  in  eonsol- 
tation  with  them  he  had  devised  plans  for  prosecuting  theur  political  campaign,  and 
this  attempt  to  assassinate  him  was  in  order  to  prevent  those  plans  fix>m  beuig  canned 
out.    That  was  his  statement. 

Answer,  I  have  no  idea  that  there  was  any  party  in  it  or  any  ooacert  of  our  fiiends 
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up  there  or  any  party  inflnence  that  led  to  that  attack  upon  Dongherty.  I  do  not  see 
how  it  eonld  be ;  our  people  did  not  know  what  plans  were  devised  down  here.  I 
shoold  not  think  so. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  burning  of  Zion  church  there,  and  the  killing  of  some 
negroes  f 

Anmcer,  The  church  was  not  bnmed. 
Question.  An  attack  made  on  the  chhrch  t 

Anmoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qu&flion^  Give  us  an  account  of  that. 

Ansvrer,  Do  you  desire  a  history  of  the  oircnmstancesf 

Qitettion.  Yes,  sir. 

Amw^.  Well,  sir,  that  attack  was  upon  the  night  following  the  republican  meetine 
in  Tuskegee.  There  had  been  a  meeting  of  the  republican  party,  or  it  was  jm)  stated 
and  commonly  believed,  and  not  denied,  I  believe,  at  Hunnicntt,  for  the  purpose  of 
nominating  candidates,  and  they  had  nominated  candidates.  Among  others  they  nom- 
inated Dougherty  as  a  candidate  for  the  legislature.  This  meeting  at  Tnskegee,  it  was 
announced,  was  for  the  purpose  of  ratifying  the  Hunnicntt  meeting.  The  meeting  was 
callod  to  order  by  Dongherty,  as  the  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  there ;  he 
made  a  speech.  Mr.  Norris  made  a  speech,  and  then  Dougherty  requested  all  present 
who  were  not  members  of  the  republican  party  to  withdraw,  inasmuch  as  the  republi- 
can party  wished  to  transact  some  business  of  their  own.  Nearly  everybody  with- 
drew, except  about  eight  of  us,  who  were  there  as  a  special  police.  On  the  occasion  of 
nearly  all  these  meetings  tliere  is  a  special  police,  and  on  that  occasion  I  chanced  to  be 
one  or  them,  and  about  eight  of  ns  remained.  Dougherty  then  stated  to  them  that  the 
ol^t  of  the  meeting  was  to  ratify  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  at  Hunnicntt,  and 
'  that  all  those  in  favor  of  ratifying  that  action  would  say  '*  ay.^  No  response  was 
given.  He  then  got  np  and  stated  ne  supposed  they  must  have  misunderstood  him  ; 
that  he  had  used  the  wrong  word,  the  word  **  ratify,"  which  he  supposed  they  did  not 
nnd^rstand,  and  he  said  ^*  All  who  are  in  favor  of  voting  f6r  the  ticket  nominated  at 
Hnnnicutty  and  who  are  going  for  it,  rise."  Not  a  soul  rose ;  there  was  a  total  failure. 
Whereupon  Alley,  a  white  man  up  there,  I  think,  put  himself  in  nomination.  At  all 
events,  that  meeting  there  nominated  Alley  and  St.  Clair,  and  did  not  ratify  the  nomina- 
tions made  at  Hunnicntt.  There  was  very  considerable  feeling,  but  it  was  not  necessary 
for  the  police  t<>  interfere  at  all.  There  was  very  marked  feeling  manifested  between  the 
friends  of  the  people  from  Hunnicntt  and  the  people  there  at  Tuskegee.  That  night, 
at  the  adjournment  of  that  meeting,  the  shooting  took  place  at  the  Zion  church.  A 
Tery  general  opinion  prevails  that  it  was  an  attack  by  the  Hunnicutt  neighborhood 
against  the  town  people,  who  had  broken  up  their  orffaoization 

Qucftion.  He  says  there  were  two  negroes  killed  and  five  or  six  wounded  f 
,  JiMtoer.  Yes,  sir;  onen^^owas  killed  and  another  mortally  wounded;  he  died,  I 
sappose,  within  a  week  or  twp :  and  some  two  or  three  others  were  shot.  The  next 
iiominc  after  the  occurrence,  tne  shootiufj^,  I  went  over  there  in  company  with  two  or 
three  oUiers,  and  saw  John  Butler,  the  minister  over  there,  and  asked  him  if  any  of  ^ 
his  people  were  able  to  identify  any  of  these  parties.  I  said,  *^Now  Butler  "—1  was 
pretty  active  in  arresting  this  party  some  time  ago  for  violence  here  in  town-— "now, 
if  yoQ  ore  satisfied  that  any  of  our  people  have  done  this  and  will  put  me  on  the  truck 
of  them,  I  will  certainly  catch  them,  if^you  will  give  me  the  slightest  evidence  in  the 
World."  He  said  he  oould  not  tell.  I  then  went  to  see  Columbus,  one  of  the  negroes 
who  was  shot ;  I  questioned  him  closely ;  he  was  not  able  to  tell  anybody  in  the  party 
at  all.  Columbusrs  wife  seemed  to  have  a  better  idea  perhaps  than  almost  any  one 
else.  She  said  she  was  in  her  yard  near  by  when  a  party  of  horsemen  came  up  to  the 
ehnreh,  b«t  she  could  not  identify  any  of  them  at  all  to  know  any  of  them. 

Q^taUon,  Were  they  disguised  f 

Antwer,  Not  that  I  then  learned.  They  did  not  tell  me  so  then.  I  afterwards  heard 
it  reported  t^at  sonae  of  them  were  disguised,  bnt  I  did  not  hear  it  in  my  first  inter- 
view over  there.  No  one  ever  told  me  there  was  any  one  disguised.  I  remember  ask- 
ing Columbus  the  question  whether  or  not  he  did  not  believe  he  would  have  recog- 
nized any  man  residing  about  Tnskegee  there  if  he  had  come  in  the  house.  They 
represented  thom  as  coming  in  and  firing  in  the  house.  He  si^d  he  did  not  see  any 
fiice  he  was  fu miliar  with  tnat  night. 

(iue^tUm.  He  did  not  say  that  they  were  disguised  t 

Antw&r,  No,  sir,  he  did  not. 

Que$Uon,  Dougherty  says  there  was  a  mask  and  a  note  picked  up  therb. 

Answer,  It  was  so  reported  ;  I  never  saw  either. 

Otfe»h'<m.  A  note  written  by  a  yonng  lady  to  two.  young  gentlemen  named  Morrison 
and  Burton. 

Answer,  I  hei^  it  said.  I  inqnired  for  the  note  and  tried  to  see  it,  bnt  never  found 
it ;  never  saw  it.    I  oould  never  get  any  definite  information  in  regard  to  it  at  all. 

^nesHon,  He  also  stated  that  every  colored  choroh  and  school-house  in  the  county 


1064       CONDITION   OP   AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES, 

was  burned — not  every  one,  bat  he  mentioned  three,  Warrior'B  Stand,  Sweet  Gum 
church,  and  another,  the  name  of  which  I  do  not  remember. 

Jmtver.  Sweet  Gum  church  was  burned ;  I  do  not  remember  as  to  the  others.  I 
will  state  that  inmiediately  afterwards  the  white  people  in  its  neighborhood  subecaribed 
for  its  rebuilding,  and  the  church  has  been  rebuilt. 

Qu^tion.  Do  you  know  a  Dr.  W.  J.  Gautier  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  very  well. 

QuestUm,  What  are  his  political  sentiments  f 

Answer,  He  is  a  republican. 

Question,  This  man  Dougherty  said  that  Gautier  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  beeaose, 
he  said,  he  was  afraid  to  vote  the  other  way. 

Anmoer,  I  do  not  think  Gautier  did ;  but  I  will  just  state  an  affair  that  was  regarded 
as  very  amusing  at  the  time,  but  simply  as  amusing.  When  I  was  moving  out  wilh 
my  squad  of  horsemen,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  these  assemblies  of  men  and  dispers- 
ing them,  Gautier  met  us  and  called  out  to  us,  about  fifty  yards  distant,  **  I  am  a  dem- 
ocrat, gentlemen  f  but  he  did  it  in  a  very  pleasant  way ;  he  did  not  seem  to  be  in  the 
slightest  degree  intimidated.  Indeed,  he  and  I  are  on  vecy  social  terms.  He  said,  ^I 
am  a  democrat,''  but  I  have  never  heard  of  his  voting  the  democi-atic  ticket. 

Question,  Is  it  understood  there  that  he  voted  the  oemocratic  ticket  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  is  a  very  decided  republican.  I  think  the  only  time  it  has  been 
mentioned  was  on  that  occasion. 

Question.  Does  he  attempt  to  conceal  his  sentiments  t 

Anstcei:  Not  at  all,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  think  he  is  under  apprehension,  then  ? 

Amwer.  Not  the  slightest.  My  opinion  is  that  he  rather  plumes  himself  upon  the 
fiopct  that  he  does  not  hesitate  to  avow  his  sentiments. 

Question,  Mr.  Dougherty  said  that  after  this  Alston  affair  no  republican  felt  safe  at 
all. 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  as  to  that,  but  there  was  no  occasion  whv  they  should  not  have 
felt  safe.    Does  ho  say  anything  about  his  being  hung  in  efiSgy  T 

Question,  Yes,  he  said  he  was  hung  in  efiSgy,  and  by  this  man  J.  C.  Smith,  whom  be 
suspected  of  the  attempt  upon  his  life. 

The  Witness.  Is  it  proper  that  I  should  say  anything  in  regard  to  Dougherty's  char- 
acter here  f 

Question,  Certainly,  I  was  going  to  ask  you  as  to  his  character  in  the  community. 

Answer,  I  will  state  this,  that  I  suppose  that  I  treat  Dougherty  with  more  consid- 
eration than  any  other  man  of  my  party  in  our  section  of  the  country.  His  father  and 
I  were  devoted  friends,  but  he  is  regarded  as  the  worst  man  who  ever  lived  in  our  com- 
munity. Some  time  ago  Dougherty  was  appointed  postmaster.  An  inspec^r  of  the 
Post-Office  Department  came  to  Tuskegee,  for  the  purpose  of  looking  into  the  condi- 
tion of  affairs  there,  some  protest  having  been  made.  H|e  called  a  meeting  of  the  cit- 
izcMS,  not  a  general  meeting,  but  a  meeting  of  prominent  citizens,  for  conference,  and 
said  he  would  not  impose  upon  us  any  man  who  was  personally  objectionable ;  that  they 
would  have  a  republican,  of  C/Ourse,  but  not  a  man  personally  obnoxious  to  the  people. 
That  conference  consisted  of  myself,  Colonel  Abercrombie,  Dr.  Gautier,  and,  I  think, 
W.  B.  Bowen,  though  I  am  not  absolutely  sure  of  that,  and  perhaps  one  or  two  othws. 
Republicans  and  democrats  all  stated  that  they  wore  not  willing  for  Dougherty  to  be 
in  the  office,  and  that  they  would  not  be  willing  for  any  valuable  matter  of  theirs  to 
pass  through  that  office  if  he  had  charge  of  it. .  Upon  that  reprefieutation,  upon  the 
statements  made  in  that  meeting,  his  appointment  was  not  oonhrmed,  but  WiliiaDi  B. 
Bowen,  now  the  postmaster,  was  appointed,  and  is  acting. 

Question,  Dougherty  stated  before  the  conmiittee,  in  response  to  a  question  of  mine, 
that  he  had  been  indicted  once  for  murder. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  had  put  in  the  plea,  as  he  stated,  that  he  had  taken  eight  or  nine 
grains  of  morphine;  that  that  was  his  defense  upon  which  he  was  cleared. 

Answer,  He  was  cleared  upon  the  general  plea  of  insanity,  occasioned  by  excessire 
drink. 

Question,  That  was  the  plea — insanity  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  there  no  doubt  about  the  murder  f 

Answer.  No  doubt  at  all,  sir.  He  killed  a  very  inoffensive  young  man  down  there 
with  a  door-bar. 

Question.  Who  was  the  young  man  f 

Anstver.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Davis.  ^ 

Question.  What  were  the  circumstances  attending  the  killing  f 

Answer,  I  can  only  tell  you  by  general  report  what  the  circumstances  were. 

Question.  That  is  admissible,  if  the  report  you  give  is  one  that  you  place  reliance  upon* 

Answer,  Dougherty  and  Davis  were  in  a  room  together,  and  some  very  shgbt  mat- 
ter of  disagreement  or  altercation  occurred  between  them,  and  Dougherty  says  to  bint, 
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"  Tom,  I  am  going  to  kill  you ;  damned  if  I  doif*  kill  yon."  Davis  said,  "^o,  Bill,  you 
must  not  do  that?  Dougherty  says,  "  I  will,"  and  he  got  up  and  picked  up  the  door- 
bar,  and  knocked  him  in  the  head.  I  was  not  present  at  the  tnal,  hut  that  is  the 
statement  which  I  have  uniformly  heard. 

Quettion.  What  were  Davis's  politics  f 

Answer.  I  think  he  was  a  democrat,  hut  I  do  not  think  that  politics  had  anything  to 
do  with  that  killing. 

QtteatUm.  What  was  Dougherty's  politics  at  that  time  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  rememl^r,  sir. 

Qm$tian.  I  think  he  stated  that  he  was  a  republican,  but  that  he  was  very  particular 
not  to  disclose  before  this  trial  what  he  was.  I  would  like  yon  to  now  state  ^our 
knowledge  of  this  man's  character  and  reputation  in  the  community  in  which  he  lives, 
for  truth  and  veracity  f 

Ansfcar.  It  is  bad,  sir. 

Qtu$ti<m,  Would  you  believe  him  on  his  oath  f 

Answer,  I  could  not,  sir,  upon  his  general  reputation.  I  believe  that  is  the  way  the 
Itw  question  is  always  put. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  are  your  personal  relations  with  Mr.  Dougherty  f 

Answer.  They  have  always  been  kind ;  that  is,  there  has  ^en  no  personal  feeling  out 
between  us;  as  I  stated  just  now,  I  meet  him  with,  I  suppose,  more  cordiality  thiui 
any  man  of  my  party  in  the  county. 

Question.  Is  he  regarded  as  a  very  ultra  party-man  now  f 

Answer.  He  was  regarded  so  up  to  the  time  he  left  our  community.  His  present 
residence  is  Opelika. 

Question.  I  speak  of  the  time  when  you  knew  him  in  your  community. 

Answer.  He  was  regarded  as  an  ultra  partisan. 

Question,  As  such,  did  he  provoke  any  hostile  feeling  fix>m  the  opposite  party  f 

Answer.  How  do  you  mean  f 

Question.  1  mean  to  ask  whether  there  was  a  feeling  of  hostility  against  him,  on  the 
part  of  the  members  of  the  democratic  party,  on  account  of  his  ultra  character  as  a 
republican  f 

Amwer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  there  was  ;  that  and  the  manner  in  which  he  conducted  his 
political  campaigns.^  His  manner  of  canvassing  was  regarded  as  having  in  a  High 
degree  an  incendiary  tendency  to  put  at  war  the  two  classes  in  the  community. 

Question,  He  was  very  active  at  the  polls,  was  he  not,  in  distributing  tickets  and 
iiMtuc'mg  as  many  as  possible  to  vote  the  republican  ticket  f 

Answer.  1  think  it  is  highly  probable  that  he  was.  I  do  not  remember  of  having 
8een  him  at  any  election. 

Question,  He  was  deputy  census*taker  in  that  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  he  was. 

Question.  And  deputy  marshal  t 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir,  for  that  purpose ;  specially  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Question,  You  do  not  doubt  the  fact  that  he  was  hung  in  effigy  in  your  town  of  Tus- 
k^eef 

Answer.  I  think  that  is  true. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  his  statement  under  oath  that  he  was  fired 
upon,  when  returning  from  Tuskecee  to  Moutgomerjr  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  he  was  Bred  upon.  That  is  my  personal  feeling  in  regard  to 
it,  that  he  was  fired  upon.  t 

Question.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  Mr.  Smith,  the  man  that  he  believed  to  be  the  person 
that  fired  upon  him,  left  that  community  shortly  afterward  f 

Answer.  He  certainly  loft^  but  how  soon  afterward  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

Question,  Mr.  Dougherty  is  right,  then,  in  the  main  fact  he  states,  that  Zion  church 
vas  fired  into  upon  a  certain  night  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  same  night  a  political  meeting  was  held  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  the  meeting  was  held  durmg  the  day,  and  they  were  also  holding 
a  meeting  at  the  time  of  th«  firing,  but  the  people  at  Zion  church  represented  that  it 
was  not  a  political  meeting,  but  was  a  church  meeting. 

Question.  Was  it  not  a  meeting  of  the  elders  of  the  church  f 

Ansxcer.  So  they  represented. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  that  is  not  true  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir,  I  know  nothing  about  it. 

Question.  Was  not  the  political  meeting  at  an  end,  and  had  not  the  parties  gone 
home? 

Answer.  For  the  most  part,  I  think  so.  ^   ,    , ,  C^  nnn](> 

Question.  Dougherty  himsilf  was  not  there  f  °'9'^'^^^  ^^  ^^^8  ^^ 

Answer,  1  cannot  say,  sir. 
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Question,  What  is  your  information  as  to  the  number  who  were  assembled  Ib  the 
church  at  the  time  this  party  fired  into  it  f 

Answer.  1  have  no  dennite  information.  The  church,  I  suppose,  would  seat  about  a 
hundred ;  I  do  not  suppose  that  it  would  seat  over  that ;  and  the  idea  I  obtained  was, 
that  it  was  a  pretty  full  meeting  over  there. 

Qtiestion,  Was  it  the  understanding  thai  the  party  who  fired  upon  the  church  Qftme 
there  upon  horseback  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

(Question.  What  was  the  number  supposed  to  be,  as  ascertained  &om  the  tracks  or 
other  means  f 

Answer.  I  think  I  asked  Columbus's  wife  her  estimate,  and  I  think  she  was  the  only 
person  I  did  ask.    I  think  she  estimated  it  at  about  twenty. 

Question.  Were  the  tracks  of  the  horses  traced  to  ascertain  in  what  direction  they 
wentt 

Anstcer.  It  was  reported  that  they  were  traced  up  and  out  in  the  direction  of  that 
Sweet-Gum  church,  to  the  vicinity  of  that  Sweet-Gum  church. 

Question.  What  evidence  is  there  that  the  defeated  Hunnlcutt  party  had  anything  to 
do  with  that  outrage  f 

Answer.  The  only  evidence  I  can  conceive  of  is,  that  they  were  defeated  in  the  first 
place,  their  party  organization  defeated;  the  fact  that  they  came  in  about  that  num- 
ber upon  horseback  up  to  the  meeting,  and  that  the  direction  to  their  home  was  the 
direction  in  which  the  tracks  led  off. 

Question.  Sweet-Gum  church  is  a  point  in  what  direction  T 

Anstcer.  Between  Tuskegee,  on  the  usual  road  to  Hunnicutt. 

Question.  Was  the  colored  church  or  school-house  at  Sweet-Gum  burned  that  night  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Had  it  been  burned  before,  or  was  it  bumed  subsequently  f 

Answer.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

Question.  What  effort  was  ever  made,  on  the  part  of  the  community,  to  ascertam  who 
were  the  authors  of  this  crime  f 

Answer.  The  firing  at  the  church  f 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  The  ou]y  effort  that  I  am  aware  of  was  the  fact  that  individuals,  myself 
among  the  number,  went  over  there  and  attempted  to  find  out,  by  conversation  with  the 
people  there,  who  were  the  parties. 

Qitestion.  You  went  over  to  Hunnicutt  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  to  the  church,  where  the  firing  took  place. 

Question.  This  church  was  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  Tuskegee  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  right  at  Tuskegee.  We  went  over  there,  and  inquired  among  the 
people  who  worshipped  there,  their  pastor  among  the  rest,  and  requested  them  to  fur- 
nish us  any  evidence  they  had,  and  stated  that  we  were  ready  to  follow  out  any  traces 
they  would  put  us  upon. 

Question.  That  was  the  next  dayf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  your  conservators  of  the  peace  in  that  county  ever  make  an  eaineat, 
diligent  effort  to  ascertain  who  were  the  authors  of  that  crime! 

Answer.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

Question.  Do  you  think  there  was  the  same  zeal  manifested  in  learning  who  the  mis- 
creants were,  as  there  would  have  been  if  white  men  and  democrats  had  been  mur- 
dered! 

Answer^  I  do  not  know,  sir.    The  officers  there  were  all  republicans. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  the  community  generally.  I  limit  my  inquiry  to  the  im- 
meidiate  conservators  of  the  peace. 

Answer.  I  think  this:  If  a  number  of  white  men  had  been  killed,  the  community 
would  have  been  more  incensed.  I  think  it  is  very  natural  that  such  would  have  been 
the  consequence. 

Question.  Were  not  the  negroes  who  were  killed  that  night  harmless  and  inoffensive 
people  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  was  nothing  against  their  character! 

Answer.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of 

Question.  Are  the  negroes  in  that  community  generally  republicans! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  they  vote  the  republican  ticket! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  almost  entirely ;  there  are  very  fidw  exceptions. 

Question.  Are  you  aware,  or  were  you  at  the  time,  of  the  existence  of  any  feeling  of 
hostility  aeaiust  the  blacks  on  account  of  the  feict  that  they  thus  unanimously  voted 
the  radicalticke  t !  C^  r^r^n\t> 

Answer.  No,  sir.  .  Digitized  by  VjOO^  IC 

Quwtion.  You  have  heard  of  no  expressions  of  hostility  upon  t^e  part  of  demoontst 
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jMwer.  No,  air;  I  think  onr  people  have  been  nnanimonsly  disposed  to  conciliate. 
It  would  be  naturally  the  tendency  of  a  connty  in  which  the  whites  were  k^rgely  is 
the  ndnority.    Onr  policy  has  been  conciliation. 
*  Qveaium.  In  the  hope  of  winning  the  negroes  oyer  to  yoor  party  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QwmHon,  Has  it  been  raccessfiil,  general  f 

Amwer.  Not  mnch ;  yery  little. 

Quatian,  Tour  party  has  succeeded,  howeyer,  in  that  connty,  in  greatly  reducing  the 
BUdber  ot  o<^red  men  who  yoted  at  your  elections  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  think  there  are  as  many  as  formerly. 

QBtetion,  Do  you  trace  any  connection  between  these  outrages  and  the  fact  of  that 
diminution  of  the  yotef 

Answer,  I  think  there  is  some ;  it  may  haye  its  effect,  but  I  think  the  principal  reason 
why  the  colored  yote  does  not  realize  what  they  expected  to  realize  is,  because  they 
are  losing  interest  in  the  politics  and  elections  of  the  county. 

QHesiion,  The  reduction  of  the  colored  yote,  in  your  county,  is  numbered  by  hundreds  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  I  think  it  is. 

QuestUm,  If  it  be  true  that  not  only  the  Sweet-Gum  church,  but  two  other  colored 
ohurches  or  schools  were  burned  in  your  county,  do  you  recognize  in  those  fftcte  the 
eridenoe  of  the  existence  of  any  hostility  upon  the  part  of  the  white  people  of  your 
oounty  to  the  education,  religious  or  otherwise,  of  the  black  race  f 

Answer,  I  do  not,  sir. 

QmesiUm.  To  what  cause,  then,  do  you  ascribe  the  fact,  if  it  be  a  fact,  that  these  tiiree 
schools  and  churches  were  burned  f 

Anstoer,  WeU,  really,  I  am  unable  to  say.    Ton  must  recollect  that  at  the  same  time,  . 
or  during  the  same  summer,  the  Bi^ist  female  college  in  Tuskegee  was  burned.  The 
burning  was  not  con6ned  to  the  churches  or  academies  of  colored  people,  but  the  finest 
collegiate  building  in  East  Alabama  was  burned  at  th^  same  time. 

Question.  By  an  incendiary  f 

Answer,  It  was  so  supposed. 

(inestian.  Yon  haVe  no  direct  eyidence  f 

Answer,  No  direct  eyidence  as  to  the  burning  of  any  one  of  them.  All  I  know  is, 
the  eyidence  that  the  Sweet-Gum  church  was  not  burned  by  the  whites ;  a  strong  rea- 
ton  to  belieye  so  is,  that  they  at  once  proceeded  to  subscribe  and  furnish  meuis  for  the 
oonstruction  of  another  building. 

Questum,  Hie  entire  means,  or  only  a  part  f 

Answer,  I  think  the  larger  portion. 

QueaHon,  About  how  much  T 

Answer,  I  cannot  tell  you.    I  heard  it  in  general  terms. 

QnesHon.  What  was  the  yalue  of  the  church  destroyed! 

Answer,  It  was  a  yery  old,  inferior,  wooden  building,  about  40  by  60  feet.  I  remem« 
ber  that  in  the  Breckinridge  campaign,  or  the  Buchanan  campaign,  I  had  a  discussion 
in  that  church  with  General  Gunn ;  he  and  I  differed  in  politics  in  those  days,  and  I 
then  obeeryed  that  the  old  house  was  a  yery  rickety  one.  That  was  seyeral  years  ago. 
Tlie  present  building  I  consider  yery  much  superior  to  the  one  which  was  burned.  I 
have  just  heard,  in  general  terms,  that  that  church  has  been  rebuilt  by  the  white  people 
of  that  community ;  indeed,  I  think  I  subscribed  something  to  it  myself. 

Question,  Ton  haye  spoken  of  the  case  of  Alston;  was  not  Alston  a  yery  influential 
■lan  among  his  people  in  Macon  County  f 

Answer,  oo  regarded,  sir. 

Question,  He  was  a  man,  I  think  you  said,  who  was.a  shoemaker  by  trade  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Subsequently  a  musician  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  drummer. 

Question,  A  man  of  some  intelligence  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  he  would  be  regarded  as  a  shrewd  man. 

Question,  He  had  been  sent  by  the  people  of  that  county  to  the  legislature,  had  he 
not? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Had  attended  some  two  or  three  sessions  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  often  he  had  been  here.    I  do  not'remember. 

Question.  Was  there  another  colored  member  from  your  county  in  the  legislature  f 

Answer.  Not  at  the  time  Alston  was  there. 

Question.  Was  there  subsequent  to  him  f 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir ;  St.  Clair  is  the  present  colored  member  from  Macon. 

Question.  Was  there  not  hostility  felt  on  the  part  of  the  democrats  of  that  county 
against  Alston  on  account  of  his  known  influence  with  his  own  people,  ap4  the  manner 
iu  which  he  exerted  it  t    Was  there  a  bad  feeling  against  him  t     tized  by  vj* 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  a  bad  feeling  against  Alston,  both  among  some  of  the 
white  democrats  and  a  very  considerable  number  of  his  own  people. 
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Queslion.  1  think  yoa  said  be  came  to  be  insolent  to  the  whites  and  overbeaiiiig  to 
his  own  people  f 

Answer.  So  it  was  said.  I  have  heard  that  character  ascribed  to  him.  As  I  stated 
))ef(>re,  to  roe  he  has  uniformly  been  courteons. 

Quetttion,  If  that  be  a  fact,  did  it  provoke  unfriendly  feeling  toward  him  f 

Answer,  I  think  that  was  the  ground  that  led  this  committee  to  advise  him  to  IttaTe; 
that  he  bad  provoked  both  whites  and  blacks. 

Questwn,  Did  he  take  their  advice  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know.  He  has  not  been  there  since.  I  think  they  assursd  him 
that  if  he  would  agree  to  leave,  they  would  give  him  a  safe-conduct  to  the  depot.  I 
think  he  agreed  to  that,  but  afterward  left  clandestinely.  I  think  he  has  been  baek 
there  since. 

Qnesiion,  Did  you  examine  the  house  in  which  he  lived  to  ascertain  thennmbttof 
shots  that  were  fired  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  numerous  did  they  seem  to  be  T  ' 

Answer,  I  just  made  a  general  estimate.  I  did  not  count  the  shots.  I  remember  that 
it  impressed  me  as  appearing  to  have  been  fired  by  about  four  shot-guns.  Yoa  knew 
the  usual  number  of  buck-shot  which  a  shot-gun  contains  is  about  twelve  to  fifteen,  or 
sometimes  more.  Just  looking  at  the  honeej  my  inference  was  that  about  four  shot- 
guns had  been  fired. 

Question,  How  was  he  wounded  f 

Answer,  He  was  shot  in  the  shoulder,  I  think,  sir,  and  in  the  heel,  I  undentood.  I 
did  not  examine  his  wound  at  all. 

Question,  Was  his  wife  likewise  hitt 

Answer,  His  wife  was  shot  in  the  foot.  I  do  not  remember  whether  he  was  shot  in 
the  foot  or  not. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  evidence  of  the  shot  on  the  head-board  and  the  foot-board  of 
the  bed? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  there  were  some  two  or  three  shots  in  the  head-board. 
There  seemed  to  be  an  evident  determination  to  kill  him  by  those  who  did  tiie  shoot- 
ing.   I  think  there  was  a  desire  to  kill  him. 

Question,  Has  it  ever  been  ascertained  whether  the  men  who  made  this  attempt  were 
white  or  black  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  it  ever  has. 

Question,  Did  the  tracks  show  next  morning  whether  they  came  on  foot  or  on  hoae> 
back! 

Answer,  I  think  I  now  remember  to  have  h^rd  it  stated  that  there  were  tracks  of  a 
person  on  foot,  and  leading  off  across  a  little  cotton-patch  immediately  in  front  of 
Alston's  house.  That  is  the  only  allusion  to  tracks  I  remember  to  have  heard.  One 
person  crossed  a  little  cotton-patch. 

Question,  About  what  time  was  this  occurrence  f  Was  it  during  the  pendency  of  the 
canvass  in  18701 

Answer,  I  expect  it  was. '  It  was  during  the  pendency  of  some  canvaaSy  and  it  wai 
about  that  time. 

Question,  Did  not  his  friends  regard  it  as  a  political  attack  f  * 

Answer.  I  should  think  that  they  did  not,  at  first,  from  the  fact  that  these  men  vevs 
arrested  upon  his  own  affidavit.  I  think  that  eventually  the  feeling  got  to  be  that  it 
was  political. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  Did  you  state  that  these  men  were  arrested  on  Alston's  own  affidavit! 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  on  Alston's  own  affidavit. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  were  proceeding  to  state  what  the  sober  second  thought  of  the  people 
was. 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  as  to  sober  thought,  but  I  think  that  there  was  among  Al- 
ston's friends  a  very  general  disposition  to  lay  it  to  the  charge  of  the  white  peofJe. 
Question,  The  democrats! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  though  the  community  never  recognized  the  Justice  of  that 
charge. 

QuesUiOn,  You  speak  of  two  men  having  been  discharged  upon  the  preUmiaary  ex- 
amination f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  three  recognized  to  appear  at  court  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  think  there  were^  but  I  cannot  recollect  the  names. 
Question.  Were  you  attorney  upon  either  side!  ^c\cs\c> 

Answer.  I  was  attorney  for  Fitzpatrick.    I  know  I  got  my  man  off.     ^X*^^ 
Question,  Do  you  know  who  became  the  bail  of  the  men  who  were  admitted  to  hail  f 
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Jmwet.  I  think  Jesse  Adams  was  bail  of  John  Adams.  I  am  very  sure  he  was,  for 
he  was  his  bhicksmith. 

Qnnrtion,  Was  Mr.  Johnson  bail! 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember. 

Qu§9tioH.  Was  Mr.  Adams  a  democrat  f 

Anmver,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  Johnson  a  democrat? 

Answer.  Bobert  Johnson  is  a  democrat. 

Question,  Is  he  a  leading  democrat? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  is  not  prominent  at  all  in  politics.    He  is  a  very  quiet  man. 

Question.  Have  these  men  thos  admitted  to  bail  ever  been  brought  to  triid? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say ;  I  do  not  think  they  have. 

Question.  This  occunred  last  fall,  some  time? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  They  have  been  indicted  ? 

Answer,  1  do  not  think  they  have. 

Question.  Haye  they  been  discharged,  or  are  their  recognizances  still  operatiye  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say.  I  was  not  counsel  for  those  retained,  and  I  haye  not  given  it 
eepeeial  attention. 

Question.  Did  the  whites  take  much  interest  in  discovering  who  these  men  were  who 
attempted  to  murder  Alston  ? 

Answer.  A  very  great  interest  at  the  time. 

Question.  Was  general  sympathy  felt  for  him  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  very  great,  and,  I  mi^y  say,  universal  feeling  of  condemnation 
of  the  act,  and  every  sympathy  for  Alston,  and  very  great  sympathy  for  Alston's 
wifew    Alston's  wife  was  very  much  regarded  there  by  some  of  our  people. 

Question.  Was  she  a  mulatto? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  His  father-in-law  and  mother-in-law  were  people  very  much  liked 
by  quite  a  number  of  white  people  in  onr  community,  and  the  sympathy  for  her  was 
very  marked,  more  so  than  for  Alston  himself. 

Question.  In  this  case  of  the  attempt  to  murder  Alston,  and  in  that  case  of  the  mur- 
der at  Z ion's  church,  if  the  men  who  thus  were  murdered,  or  attempted  to  be  mur- 
dered, had  been  white  men  of  good  standing  in  the  community,  do  you  not  think  that 
a  persevering  effort  on  the  part  of  the  whole  community  to  ferret  out  the  authors  would 
have  been  successful  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  whether  it  would  have  been  successful.  I  think  it  would  have 
been  persistent. 

QuesHoH.  As  it  is,  has  not  all  interest  in  those  crimes  disappeared  ? 

Answer.  For  the  most  part,  it  has  subsided. 

Question.  Does  that  ^ult  from  a  feeling  of  indifference  toward  the  negro,  eithei: 
on  account  of  his  natflbal  inferiority  or  because  of  his  sympathy  with  the  radical 
party? 

Answer.  I  think  this :  that  if,  as  I  said  before,  they  had  been  prominent  white  people, 
the  interest  of  the  white  people  would  have  been  continued,  and  persistent  efforts 
would  have  been  made  to  brin^  the  offenders  to  justice.  I  think  that  time  has  neces- 
sarily, modified  the  feeling  as  it  is,  and  that  their  immediate  firiends  have  taken  no 
steps  to  brin^  the  matter  forward,  and  it  has  quietly  subsided.  These  men,  of  course, 
taking  a  position  up  there  of  quasi  hostility  toward  the  whites,  the  mass  of  the  com- 
munity do  not  feel  themselves  to  be  the  special  custodians  of  them,  you  know ;  inas- 
much as  their  own  people  have  not  pressed  this  matter  and  brought  it  forward,  it  has 
been  permitted  quietly  to  die  out.  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  in  the  world  that 
the  negro  would  have  got  perfect  and  complete  justice  at  the  hands  of  our  people  if 
the  matter  was  brought  up ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  course,  take  a  prominent  member  of 
any  community,  and  his  killing- will  have  more  effect  than  the  Killing  of  a  person  of 
less  prominence. 

Question.  Suppose  a  civil  contest  existed  between  such  a  man  as  Alston,  a  black 
man,  a  prominent  republican,  a  man  who  had  made  himself  offensive  to  the  democrats 
by  reason  of  his  activity  and  zeal  and  influence,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  a  white  man 
of  good  standing  in  the  community.  I  desire  to  know  whether  in  your  opinion  there 
would  be  in  a  jury  trial  any  discrimination  against  the  black  man,  on  account  of  his 
color  and  radical  proclivities  ? 

Answer,  1  do  not  think  there  would.  I  think  that  was  evinced  about  two  weeks 
ago,  in  the  trial  of  a  negro  upon  a  charge  of  rape  upon  a  little  white  girl.  I  never 
saw  in  my  life  a  fairer  trial.  (General  Clanton  and  mvself  defended  that  negro,  and 
brought  to  bear  every  particle  of  evidence  we  could  find  tending  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree to  mitigate  his  crime. 
Question.  Was  the  jury  composed  exclusively  of  democrats? 

Answer.  I  connot  say ;  I  reckon  not.  It  was  composed  entirely  of  white  men.  We 
QevOT  have  had  a  colored  jury  in  Macon  County.  ^ 

Question.  General  Clanton  was  a  very  prominent'democrat,  was  he  not  ? 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quettian,  It  may  be  fairly  presamed,  1 6nppo6e,that  the  influenoe  of  Q^ieial  Claaton 
and  yourself  had  somethiDg  to  do  with  producing  the  result  f 

Afiswer,  We  did  all  we  could  to  get  him  a  fair  trial.  The  iacia  were  very  stevBg 
against  him.  and  he  was  convictecT  I  have  never  seen  a  trial  there  in  which  t  did  net 
think  they  did  perfect  and  complete  justice. 

Question,  Do  you  think  there  would  be  the  same  strict,  serere,  impartial  jn^se 
in  favor  of  that  class  of  white  men  in  the  commnnitv  ^necally  called  scalawags  f 

Answer,  1  think  at  the  court-house  there  would  be.  I  think  that  in  the  cowrt^hcrase 
the  terms  of  equality  are  complete.  There  are  some  distinctkms  in  social  hid,  but  I 
have  never  aeeu  it  exhibited  in  the  court-house. 

Question.  You  have  heard,  I  suppose,  of  £a-Elux  ovtrages  in  yariona  parts  of 
Alabama! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Queetion,  Have  yon  ever  heard  of  any  in  your  part  of  the  State! 

Answer,  Not  unless  these  were  Ku-Klux  outrages.  I  have  never  known  of  the  ok- 
istence  of  any  Ku-Klux  or^nization  in  Alabama.  I  do  not  believe  any  Ku-EIbx  or<> 
ganization  ever  existed  in  East  Alabama,  because  I  do  not  think  it  oonld  or  weald 
have  existed  without  my  knowing  it. 

Question.  My  point  of  inquiry  is,  whether  you  ever  knew  a  reputed  Kn-Klux  brougjit 
to  trial  and  judgment  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  a  reputed  Kn-Klux,  never  saw  a  Kn-Klnx. 

Question.  The  general  impression  of  the  democraticparty  is,  that  that  organiaafttoiL 
is  a  myth  ! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  In  our  part  of  the  State  I  have  no  qnestion  that  it  is  a  mytiu 
Speaking  of  Ku-Klux,  I  do  not  know  a  solitary  man  in  East  Alabama  whom  I  know  ni 
anybody  suspecting  of  being  a  Ku-Klux — not  a  man. 

Question.  You  are  not  informed  of  the  existenoe  of  any  organized  bands  riding  about 
the  country  after  night  in  disgnise  ! 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  at  all. 

Question.  You  have  not  heard  of  any  such  in  Eastern  Alabama  ! 

Answer.  Not  any.  I  have  heard  a  rumor  of  it  in  Western  Alabama.  I  do  not  re- 
member the  exact  locality. . 

Question.  It  was  a  mere  rumor  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  read  the  democratic  papers  principally  ! 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  try  to  read  them  all. 

Question,  You  do  not  read  any  account  in  the  democratic  papers  of  Kn-Klax 
^  operations  f 

Answer.  I  sometimes  see  a  rumor  of  Kn-Klnx  operations  in  them.  There  is  one  peint 
~       ■  ~~  1  biS  as 


I  have  been  considering  about  Dougherty.  While  I  regard  biC  as  a  very  depraved 
man,  I  Have  been  (questioning  in  my  mind  whether  or  not,  under  the  sanctities  of  an 
oath,  he  wonld  deliberately  swear  falsely,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  b9,j  that  he  would. 
His  reputation  is  bad,  but  if  yon  ask  my  individual  opinion,(becau8e  I  knoV  there  $tt 
some  good  traits  in  Dongh^r^,)  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  he  would  deliberately, 
nnder  the  sanctities  of  an  oa^,  swear  fialsely,  although  I  disagree  with  him,  in 
some  statements  that  he  has  made,  totally.    His  reputation,  however^  is  very  bad, 

Bylklr.  Bucklet: 

Questiom,  The  bad  repatation  of  which  yon  speak  oomes  in  part  from  his  intsoi- 
perancef 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  am  going  to  qnaliiy  that  too.  I  do  not  know  as  his  rep* 
ntAtion  affects  his  veracity  so  much  as  it  does  other  qualities.  He  is  regarded  as  • 
man  of  very  little  moral  sense,  very  little  true  estimate  of  the  proprieties  of  life.  He 
is  regarded  as  a  very  wicked  man,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  he  has  gone  to 
that  step.  I  think  a  man  has  to  go  very  far  to  reach  that  step  wh^e  I  wonld  say  that 
I  would  not  believe  him  upon  his  oath. 

Question.  Yon  spoke  of  some  ringleaders,  who  were  arrested.  I  did  not  fully  nDdtft- 
stand  yon  in  r^ard  to  that.  Did  you  have  reference  to  the  leaders  of  the  colored  men 
— the  three  or  £nr  hundred  oolored  men  who  assembled! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  men  who  had  been  prominent  in  that  affair. 

Question.  How  many  were  arrested  at  that  time  ! 

Answer.  Let  me  count  them  np.    I  suppose  I  had  arrested  abont  six. 

Question.  What  was  done  with  tiiem  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  anytiiing  was  done  much.  I  reeolleet.  one  was  named  Asm 
Philpot,  another  was  named  Cook,  another  Walker.  Philpot  and  Qook  said  if  ttiey^  wtfe 
not  prosecuted  they  would  leave,  and  I  think  they  voluntarily  left  the  eommnnii^. 

Question.  They  are  not  living  in  Macon  now  ! 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  they  are.  I  think  it  was  left  optional  with  them  wlietintf 
they  would  be  prosecuted  or  volvntarily  leave,  and  they  left. 
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Question,  Yon  think  some  of  the  colored  people  came  np  from  Hanniontt  to  Tnske- 
gee  to  the  ratification  meeting  there  f 

Answer,  I  have  no  donbt  of  it.  , 

'  Question,  Do  yon  think  they  attended  the  meeting  f  , 

Answer,  Tea,  sir  f  I  am  pretty  sure  they  did. 

Qnesiion.  Would  it  not  have  been  quite  natural  for  the  Hunnicutt  x>eople,  if  in  the 
meeting,  to  have  expressed  their  preference  fbr  the  Hunnicutt  nominees  when  the  op- 
portoni^  was  given  for  them  to  g^t  up  or  stand  up  f 

Anmeer,  Tea,  sir ;  it  would  seem  so.  I  was  surprised,  but  it  seemed  that  Alston  got 
coDtfol  of  the  meeting  at  Tuskegee  by  some  means,  and  the  colored  people  seemed  to 
vote  en  wMsee  that  day,  as  Alston  indicated.  They  seemed  to  be  afraid.  I  think 
Dougherty  was  president  of  the  meeting,  and  they  seemed  to  be  afraid  of  the  influ- 
eDce  of  the  whit«  members  of  the  party,  for  awhile,  but  eventually  Alley  seemed  to 
get  control  of  the  chair,  Alley  and  Alston,  and  they  nominated  Alley  and  St.  Clair. 

Quesium,  Alley,  who  was  afterward  nominated,  was  a  white  man  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qsesiion,  Then,  do  you  think  these  people  who  came  frt>m  Hunnicutt  to  revenge 
themselves  went  to  Alston's  house? 

Answer,  Ko,  sir ;  that  was  not  the  night ;  they  went  to  the  church.  I  am  merely 
speaking  of  a  popular  opinion.  I  have  not  given  my  opinion  ;  indeed,  I  was  utterly 
nimble  to  form  an  opinion.  I  went  over  there  with  the  deliberate  determination  of 
fonning  an  opinion,  and  if  I  found  any  of  our  people,  to  prosecute  them  as  vigorously 
as  the  other  party,  but  I  got  upon  no  track  whatever,  and  have  never  been  able  to  get 
OQ  a  track. 

Quesium.  Did  yon  never  hear  reported  in  the  community  that  there  were  some  white 
men  identified  in  either  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  attacking  parties — I  do  not  know 
whether  it  was  the  time  of  the  attack  on  Alston  or  the  time  of  the  attack  on  the 
cborchf 

Answer.  It  was  the  attack  on  the  church,  but  those  that  I  questioned  were  unable  to 
give  me  any  information  at  all. 

Question,  You  had  heard  some  report  of  that  kind  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  they  had  said  so,  but  not  that  they  identified  anybody.  I  did 
not  know  who  they  were  that  they  had  reco^ized  parties.  When  I  called  upon  Butler 
to  aesist,  that  I  might  prosecute  them,  which  I  should  have  done,  he  was  unable  to 
give  me  any  names. 

Question,  How  is  Mr.  Butler  regarded  there  as  to  truth  and  veracity  f 

Answer,  Butler  is  regarded  variously.  In  all  communities  there  are  a  few  individu- 
ftk  who  never  regard  with  favor  their  opponents,  but  1  think  that,  with  the  majority 
of  the  community,  Butler  is  regarded  as  a  good  man. 

Question.  He  has  been  there  a  long  time  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  a  minister  that  attends  to  his  own  business.  Although  he  is 
regarded  as  considerable  of  a  partisan,  he  is  not  regarded  as  so  ofifensive  as  some  others. 

Question,  W.  B.  Bowen,  of  whom  you  have  spoken,  is  he  called  Colonel  Bowenf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    He  is  the  only  man  of  that  name  in  the  county. 

Question.  The  present  postmaster? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  he  the  same  man  who  was  hung  in  efilgy  at  the  time  Dougherty  wasf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  Bowen  a  man  of  pretty  good  character? 

Answer,  I  think  a  great  deal  of  Bowen  myself,  and  he  has  some  very  warm  friends 
in  our  party.  Bowen  had  an  i^>pointment  on  my  staff  at  one  time.  Of  course  these 
iotimacies  once  created  are  not  easily  disturbed,  and  I  am  one  of  Bowen's  best  friends. 

Question.  Was  it  a  simple  difference  of  political  opinions  that  caused  the  burning  in 
eflSffy? 

Answer,  I  think  so.  He  was  hung  in  effigy.  I  do  not  think  there  were  more  than 
half  a  dozen  men  engaged  in  that  affair.    I  cannot  think  there  wore  half  a  dozen. 

Question.  You  think,  because  of  his  political  sentiments,  that  he  was  obnoxious  to 
balf  a  dozen  at  least  ? 

Answer,  He  was  obnoxious  to  all,  but  there  were  not  exceeding  half  a  dozen,  I  think, 
in  that.  It  was  universally  condemned,  and  Bowen  felt  that  he  was  personally  in 
<^ger  after  this  a£^ir.  As  soon  as  I  found  that  was  his  feeling,  I  went  to  him,  and 
Dr.  Tbomton  did,  and  we  told  him  that,  if  he  felt  any  hesitancy  about  coming  down 
towu,  we  would  be  his  escort ;  and  we  laughed  over  the  matter,  and  he  has  been  going 
ahout  since. 

Question.  With  the  exception  of  ihese  occurrences,  has  your  portion  of  the  State  been 

Anewer.  Very  quiet,  as  far  as  I  know  and  as  far  as  I  am  advised. 

Question.  What  is  the  eeneral  conduct  of  the  colored  people  at  the  present4ime?  | 

Answer,  It  is  very  good,  I  think.  ,  tized  by  VjOOQIC 
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By  Mr.  Blair: 

Questum,  Yon  were  asked  by  Senator  Pratt  whether,  if  a  white  person  of  good  char- 
acter and  standing  had  beeti  served  in  this  way,  there  wonld  not  have  been  a  mor^ 
Tigorons  and  ^rsistent  effort  to  ferret  oat  the  criminals.  Is  not  that  the  case  eyery- 
wheret 

Answer.  Everywhere,  in  consequence  of  the  social  status  of  the  parties,  not  from  the 
difference  in  political  opinion. 

Question,  Is  it  not  so  m  the  Northern  States!  Do  they  not  seek  to  convict  men  for 
crimes  committed  against  men  of  good  standing  more  vigoronsly  than  in  a  case  of  men 
of  low  character  f 

Answer,  I  think  so,  sirJl 

Question,  Then  I  understand  yon  that  yon  do  not  think  Tnskegee  is  an  exception  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  think  that  is  a  natural  result  of  the  constitution  of  society  every- 
where. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  18, 1871. 
C^SAR  SHORTER  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  this  witness  is  called  by  the  minority,  his  examination  wiH  be 
conducted  by  General  Blair. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Ceesar,  do  you  live  in  this  town? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  here  t 

Answer,  I  have  been  livmg  here  ever  since  the  surrender,  or  emancipation,  as  ^re 
call  it. 

Question.  Ctesar,  do  you  vote  the  democratic  ticket? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  been  threatened  by  people  of  your  color  for  exercising  yonr 
own  choice  in  that  matter  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  has  ever  been  said  or  done  to  you  by  people  of  your  color! 

Ansxoer.  Well,  I  have  been  stopped  right  here  on  the  street,  and  caught  hold  of  by 
the  coat.  A  colore^  man  come  up  to  me  one  morning  and  asked  me  if  I  was  a  con- 
servative. I  told  him,  **  Yes."  I  didn't  know  him.  He  grabbed  me  by  the  coat  and 
said,  "  God  damn  you,  I  have  a  mind  to  stamp  your  life  out."  I  lerked  away  and  nm 
my  hand  in  my  pocket,  and  said,  "  I  don't  want  to  raise  no  fuss ;"  and  1  took  a  second 
thought,  and  went  to  the  marshal,  and  had  him  arrested.  Then  I  was  attacked  in  the 
telegfaph  office  by  the  crowd  one  day.  A  gentleman,  now  that  is  dead — General  James 
Clanton— came  up  at  that  time  and  defended  me.  Another  difficulty  was,  and  I 
couldn't  begin  to  tell  the  time  when,  that  I  was  on  business,  and  passing  a  crowd, 
there  would  be  some  remarks  made  like  this:  ''There  goes  a  damned  rascal,"  bnt  I 
wouldn't  notice  them.    I  couldn't  keep  up  with  everythinjj  said. 

Question.  You  have  been  frequently  threatened,  then,  with  violence,  as  I  understand 
you,  by  people  of  your  own  color,  because  you  were  a  democrat  f 

Answer,  Yes,  that's  the  only  objection  they  have  to  me.  They  would  like  me  very 
well,  they  say,  with  the  exception  of  that. 

Question,  Do  you  know  some  other  men  of  yonr  color  who  would  vote  the  democratic 
ticket  except  for  the  feeling  which  the  people  of  their  color  generally  have  against 
themf 

Answer,  There  is. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  that  many  persons  of  your  color,  or  a  number  of  them,  would 
vote  the  democratic  ticket  except  for  the  violence  and  threats  of  other  persons  of  their 
own  color! 

Answer,  I  don't  knew,  sir.  I  have  talked  with  a  good  many  colored  men  here  in 
town,  and  they  seem  to  talk  sometimes  as  if  they  were  in  favor  of  that,  but  they  seem 
afraid  of  their  own  color.  They  said  to  me  they  would  be  afraid  to  take  the  peiseca- 
tions  I  had  taken. 

Question.  Has  any  violence  ever  been  used  to  yon  by  them  t 
'  Anstcer.  No,  sir.  The  nearest  was,  there  was  speaking  out  here  once  at  the  hall,  and 
a  man  from  Tennessee  or  Huntsville,  or  somewhere — ^Williams — was  there,  and  aft» 
the  speaking  at  night  they  were  about  to  kick  up  a  row,  and  all  got  in  a  crotrd 
together— the  soldiers  were  here  at  the  time— and  I  got  struck,  but  I  don't  know  wiio 
struck  me ;  it  was  in  the  night. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  meeting  f  {^  \ 

Anstver,  Yes,  sir.  Digitized  by  vjOOQIC 

Question.  Democratic  meeting  f  ^ 
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duwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Que$tUm,  And  there  was  a  riot  raised  there,  and  you  were  struck  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir, 

Quetiion.  Who  made  the  disturbance  f 

Anmver.  One  of  these  colored  men.  I  staid  at  home  four  months  on  account  of  mobs 
at  sight ;  afiraid  to  go  to  church  on  that  account— a&aid  of  my  people. 

'     By  the  Chairman  : 

Questkm.  Do  you  live  in  the  city  or  connty  f 

An8W€r.  I  bought  a  lit£le  place  a  year  ago  jost  beyond  Perry  street. 

QHottion.  Where  have  you  been  living  for  two  or  three  years  t 

Answer.  In  the  city. 

Questi(m.  Were  you  a  body-servant  before  the  war  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  of  (Jovemor  John  Gill  Shorter,  who  lived  in  Barbour  Connty. 

Question,  That  is  where  you  learned  your  democracy — from  Governor  Shorter  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  was  not  the  place.  I  thought  I  was  a  republican  when  the 
ballot  was  given  to  the  colored  people. 

Question,  You  thought  you  were  a  republican  then  f 

Awnoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  did  yon  continue  in  that  faith  f 
•    Answer.  About  four  months. 

Question,  Do  you  read  and  write  t 

Answer.  1  can  read  a  little— just  learning  to  read. 

Question.  What  converted  you  to  the  democracy  t 

Answer.  When  I  was  defeated  in  my  expectation  in  getting  into  the  secret  organiza- 
tion—the secret  society.    I  was  defeated  m  that — ^in  the  expectation  I  went  in  with. 

Question.  What  secret  organization  did  yon  go  into  f 

Answer,  The  Union  League. 

Question.  You  became  a  member  of  that  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  yon  expect  to  become  an  officer  of  i£  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Vou  had  no  ambitions  designs  f 

Anstper.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  want  any. 

QuesUon,  How  long  did  you  stay  in  the  League  f 

Answer,  Four  months. 

Question,  Did  you  join  as  soon  as  you  became  a  republican  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  because  soon  after  emancipation  we  all  were  republicans ;  but  the 
Union  League  had  started,  and  I  was  staying  in  the  telegraph  office,  and  friends  came 
to  me  and  advised  me  that  it  was  a  very  good  thing  for  colored  men  to  co  into,  but  he 
"Wouldn't  tell  me  what  it  was.  I  thought — ^so  many  of  them  kept  coming  that  I  knew — 
at  the  time  that  the  heart  of  the  colored  man  and  white  man  was  sort  o'  entangled. 
I  knowed  the  colored  man's  mind  was  in  enmity  to  the  white  race ;  I  thought  it  would 
l>e  good  t^  go  and  join,  and  eet  some  instruction  how  to  meet  the  white  race  in  friend- 
Muess.  We  all  were  living  nere  together,  but  I  was  defeated  there ;  it  was  not  that 
^^ay.    They  said  our  old  master  was  our  enemy,  and  wanted  to  make  slaves  of  ub« 

Question,  Who  said  that  f 

Answer.  John  C,  Keffer. 

Qnestion.  Your  constitution  did  not  say  that  f 

Answer,  I  don't  know  about  that,  bnt  our  teacher,  addressing  us,  said  that,  and  at 
the  time  he  spoke  that  I  knew  the  best  firiend  I  had  was  John  Gill  Shorter,  and  I  looked 
around  to  see  some  friends  and  whispered  to  some  friend — I  was  afraid  to  talk  much — 
I  whispered,  "  This  in  not  the  place,  I  think,  for  a  colored  man."  They  said,  "  Yon  are 
Beared.'*  I  said,  "No.  I  think  this  thing  is  going  to  do  harm."  They  said,  "What 
makes  you  think  so  f  "  I  says,  "  We  have  got  to  live  with  the  white  folks,  and  we  will 
have  to  take  up  with  strancers,  and  I  will  not  go  back  on  my  old  boss,  and  this  won't 
do."    I  went  over  to  Eufanla  and  saw  master  John,  and  had  a  long  talk  with  him. 

Qwstion,  Was  he  a  good  democrat  at  the  time  ? 

Anewer,  Yes,  sir.  I  told  him  I  wanted  him  to  give  me  some  advice;  that  we  all  were 
free,  and  I  wanted  to  know  now  what  was  the  best  otep  for  the  colored  men  in  this 
country  to  get  along  with  the  white  people. 

Question.  What  did  he  tell  yon  f 

Anmoer,  He  says, "  I  havegot  two  plantations  runnins^ne  with  my  hired  men,  and  the 
other  working  on  shares— and  on  the  plantation  worlinff  on  shares,  the  middle  of  the 
yeai*,  before  the  crop  is  gathered,  if  we^et  triangled  I  will  lose  money,  and  the  others  will, 
too:  but  if  wo  doirt,  we  will  all  make  money.  All  you  colored  people  are  living  here 
with  the  white  race ;  you  make  your  living  out  of  them,  and  you  ought  to  keep  mends 
with  them.  There  may  be  many  people  coming  down  here  to  get  office ;"  and  he  re- 
ferred me  to  the  Know-Nothing  Society.  He  says,  "You  will  not  say  anything  to  any- 
body now  abont  such  things,"  I  didn't  tell  him  I  belonged  to  the  Union  League,  ^e 
68  A 
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says,  "  Go  on  and  dictate  that  for  yourself,  and  vote  for  the  best  man.  Dictate  it  for 
yourself.  The  law  calls  upon  you  to  attend  to  your  family  as  much  as  mo  to  mine.'' 
I  came  down  and  whispered  to  some  of  the  best  friends  I  had  around  here  that  I  vras 
done  with  the  Union  League.  They  asked  me  why.  I  told  them  it  was  not  the  place 
for  the  colored  man ;  that  I  had  done  taken  my  decided  stand,  and  would  stand  with 
the  southern  man ;  that  I  had  to  make  my  living,  and  I  was  going  to  stay  with  him. 
He  says,  "  You  can't  quit  the  Union  Leaciie."  I  asKed  why.  He  says,  "  You  have  taken 
the  oath."  I  says,  **  I  am  a  free  man."  He  says,  "  You  have  got  to  go  down  there."  I 
said  I  wouldn't  go.  Two  of  them  came  to  me ;  they  said  they  came  after  me,  and  they 
were  going  to  bring  me.  I  said,  "  If  you  will  open  the  door  and  let  me  bring  ten  of 
my  white  friends  in  I  will  go,  and  I  will  tell  my  reasons."  They  wouldn't  do  thit 
They  said,  "  Come ;  we  will  get  you  an  office."  I  said,  "  I  don't  want  nothing  about 
that."  They  said,  "  The  street  may  come  on  your  children  if  you  keep  on  that  way."  I 
said,  "  I  will  have  to  bear  it."  They  said,  "  Will  you  give  us  your  oath  that  yon  will 
not  say  anything  against  the  Union  League?"  I  said,  *^I  will  do  this  :  If  they  don't 
interfere  with  me,  I  won't  int-erfere  with  them ;  but  if  a  friend  comes  asking  my  advice, 
I  would  advise  him  like  a  brother  to  keep  out  of  it ;  that's  all."  They  said,  "Tha« 
will  not  do."  I  said,  "  It  will  do.  I'll  not  tell  a  lie ;  and  I'll  tell  them  to  keep  out;  TU 
not  expose  it,  though,  in  any  other  way  but  to  tell  men  to  keep  out."  Then  they  all 
got  mad  with  me.    I  was  the  first  colored  man  ever  come  out  in  public  against  tnem. , 

Qtiestion,  How  many  were  there  in  that  colored  League?  ] 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  there  was  a  gre^t  many. 

Question,  Yon  do  not  know  how  many  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  read  its  constitution,  or  hear  it  read? 

Answer.  I  heard  it  a  good  deal,  but  somehow  since  I  quit  I  let  it  all  pass  off.  I  never 
bothered  much  about  it. 

Question.  There  was  nothing  in  the  constitution  of  the  Union  League  that  made  war 
on  the  white  race  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  was  very  well ;  but  somehow  I  got  a  distaste  against  it 

Question.  Did  ^our  old  master  toll  you  you  had  l>etter  vote  the  democratic  ticket! 

Ansicer.  He  said  I  must  dictate  all  those  things  for  myself;  that  men  were  coming 
down  here  to  hold  office. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  to  beware  of  carpet-baggers  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  j  he  just  told  me  to  be  particular  who  I  voted  for,  and  let  them  be 
good,  honest,  upright  men,  that  can  understand  what  to  do. 

Question.  You  never  could  find  any  right  man  to  vote  for  since  that  except  a  demo- 
crat? 

Answer.  It  seems  so  to  me. 

Question.  You  could  not  find  any  of  your  own  x>eople  fit  for  office? 

Answer.  O,  no,  sir ;  not  in  this  country. 

Question.  You  do  not  think  there  are  any  of  your  colored  race  fit  to  hold  any  office! 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  a  State  office.  They  can  make  out  here  as  policemen,  but  they 
have  to  stop  at  that.  I  am  this  way :  I  am  in  favor  of  any  man  holding  office,  I  don't 
care  for  his  color ;  but  I  don't  want  to  throw  away  my  vote  on  a  man  who  don't  know 
nothing. 

Question.  Are  you  in  favor  of  colored  schools? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questioti.  Do  you  want  all  the  colored  children  educated  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  not  the  democrats  against  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  down  here.    The  leading  democrats  are  in  it.        ' 

Question.  Are  all  of  the  republicans  in  favor  of  it  ? 

Ansicer.  I  believe  so. 

Question.  Are  not  some  persons  against  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  ae  I  know  of. 

Question.  Are  all  the  people  here  with  their  hands  up  for  educating  the  colored  chiWreni 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  so. 

Question.  Then  why  do  they  bum  down  tho  colored  churches  and  schools  ? 

Answer.  1  don't  know. 

Question.  Who  does  that? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Have  you  not  heard  that  democrats  did  it? 


Answer.  They  said  so:  but  nobody  knows  who  it  was  did  it. 
Question.  You  do  not  believe  the  radicals  did  it  ? 


Answer.  I  can't  say. 
Question.  You  do  not  know  who  did  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir.    I  only  say  it  was  a  mighty  low-down  man  that  could  do  sQcb  • 
thing  as  that.  r-^  j 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  colored  churches  being  burned  ?  y  vjOOg  IC 


ALABAMA — SUB-COMMITTEE.  1075 

Jmmoer.  Tea,  sir. 

Quettion.  And  believed  it  f 

J«MP0r.  Tea,  sir. 

^ue$tum.  Tou  have  heard  of  Ea-Kloxf 

Amwer.  Yes,  sir. 

QicestioM.  And  yon  have  heard  that  they  have  bnmed  the  colored  schools  and 
choroheaf 

Antwet,  Tee,  sir. 

QmstUm.  Yon  have  heavd  that  the  Eo-Klnx  have  whipped  colored  people? 

JiuMMT.  YeSy  sir.  • 

QmnHim.  And  yon  have  heard  that  the  Eu-Klaxare  all  democrats  f 

Annoer.  I  have  heard  them  Say  so. 

QwttM(m.  And  yet  you  think  it  is  safer  for  yon  to  vote  nniformly  -with  the  democratic 
party  than  to  go  with  your  own  people  t 

Anmper.  Yes,  sir ;  I  can't  tie  to  my  jpeople— to  my  race. 

QuesiunL,  Yon  have  not  a  good  opinion  of  them  7 

2n9wer.  My  race  is  this  way :  I  think  they  want  to  go  further  than  is  really  comfort- 
ablfi  going  for  a  while. 

<^ii«*ftoii.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be.better  to  have  them  back  again  in  slavery, 
and  let  them  have  good  masters  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know  about  that ;  we  all  want  to  be  free ;  not  to  be  tied  up.  I  love 
it ;  I  think  I  had  a  good  master. 

Qu^ion,  Do  you  think  the  colored  people  now  have  sense  enough  to  vote  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  much. 

Question.  You  are  not  in  favor  of  the  fifteenth  amendment  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  am  not.  J  believe  if  that  had  been  put  oflf  five  years  longer  my 
people  would  have  been  better  ofif. 

(i^Uon.  If  you  think  it  was  wroug  for  the  colored  race  to  be  allowed  to  vote,  why 
do  you  vote  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  is  a  privilege ;  the  colored  people  say  if  I  was  not  allowed  to 
vote  I  couldn't  get  my  rights. 

Questum.  If  you  do  not  think  the  colored  man  ought  to  be  aHowed  to  vote,  do  you 
not  also  think  that  these  men  who  challenged  you  on  account  of  your  voting,  and 
caUed  yon  a  **  danmed  rascal,"  were  right  f 

Answer.  No.  sir ;  I  think  the  man  that  said  that  was  sensible  he  ought  to  let  me  dic- 
tate for  myself  and  him  for  himself,  as  wo  are  on  free  soil. 

QuestUm.  You  spoke  of  a  political  meeting  where  Williams  made  a  speech  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questum.  He  was  a  democratic  colored  speaker  imported  from  Michigan  ? 

Answer.  He  was  a  speaker  frx)m  Tennessee  brought  Jiero  from  there.  I  don't  know 
where  he  was  from  on  the  other  side  of  that. 

Qnestion.  The  white  democrats  brought  him  here  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  sent  for  him ;  did  they  listen  to  him  t 

Mswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  listen  to  him  with  great  unction  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QunHon.  Did  they  clap  their  hands  and  cheer  him,  and  hurrah  for  the  colored  man's 
speech  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  saw  all  the  magnates  of  the  democracy  there  in  the  hall,  listening  to 
this  colored  orator  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. '  That  was  the  first  speech  I  ever  made  was  there. 

Question.  Were  you  called  in  to  exhort  after  Brother  Williams  had  done  the  import- 
ant preaching  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  opened  the  meeting,  as  I  was  at  the  head  of  the  colored  club. 

Question.  Were  yon  greatly  applaudea  by  the  white  democrats  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  left  with  the  idea  vou  had  made  a  great  impression  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know  ;  it's  the  first  time  I  snoke.  They  knew  I  was  not  an  educated 
man  and  they  were  educated  people,  but  I  could  tell  them  what  I  thought. 

Question.  Were  all  the  leading  democrats  up  there  to  hear  you  and  your  friend  Wil- 
liams? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

The  WmfBSS.  Is  this  General  Blair  that  asks  me  the  questions  now  T 

The  Chairman.  No  ;  that  is  General  Blair  sitting  across  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Blair:  ^      ,    ^.  Digitized  by GoOqIc 

Question.  Did  you  think  that  such  a  large,  fine-looking  man  as  our  chairmattonghl 
to  be  General  Blair  f 
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Anstcer.  I  donH  know  about  that :  but  I  have  some  of  General  Blair's  speeches  at  my 
house  that  he  made  in  1868,  and  I  tnought  I  would  like  to  know  him  when  I  saw  him. 

•   By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  you  any  that  he  made  before  the  war  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  was  then  serving  Governor  Shorter.  It  is«trael  looked  at  the 
papers  during  the  war,  but  I  didu't  t&e  any  interest  in  the  war. 

Question.  Your  republicanism  only  lasted  about  four  months  f 

Answer.  That  was  all,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  enjoy  favor  now  with  the  white  democrats? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  patronize  you  in  your  business,  I  suppose  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  a  servant  waiting  on  Governor  Lindsay  at  the  capitol. 

Question.  He  is  as  good  a  democrat  as  your  old  master  was,  is  he  notf 

Answer.  I  reckon  he  is ;  ho  appears  to  be,  so  far. 

Question.  And  General  Clan  ton  befriended  you  t 

Answer.  He  was  a  noble  son  of  this  State  that  we  belong  to,  and  every  thne  I  paas 
his  office  my  heart  feels  like  I  had  lost  a  father. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  General  Clanton  was  a  real  friend  of  the  colored  people  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  in  favor  of  their  education? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  white  people  pay  all  the  money  for  the  education  of  the  colored  peo- 
ple in  this  State,  dc^  they  not  i 

Answer.  Yes,  &ir ;  with  the  taxes.    We  all  pay  a  little  tax. 

Question.  But  the  white  people  pay  about  all  the  tax  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  own  the  property. 

Question.  Do  they  build  a  great  many  of  these  school-houses  and  churches  for  the 
colored  people  ? 

Answer.  I  haven't  been  out  in  the  country  to  see  how  they  manage  that.  I  am  sorto* 
skittish  about  going  into  the  country  too  far. 

Qmstiim.  Are  you  afraid  of  your  colored  brethren  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  1  don't  go  out  in  the  conntry. 

Question.  If  the  colored  people  display  that  kind  of  spirit,  that  hostility  to  those  of 
their  own  color  who  vote  tlie  democratic  ticket,  is  it  not  calculated  to  arouse  a  simOar 
animosity  or  hostility  toward  them  in  others  f 

Anstver.  O,  yes,  sir ;  a  great  many  times  I  believe  if  I  had  taken  up — indeed  I  know 
if  I  had  taken  up  things — I  would  have  been  a  dead  man  now  if  I  had  taken  op  every 
time  I  heard  expressions  when  I  Vas  passing  attending  tQ  my  business ;  but  I  toldt^ieu 
I  intended  to  bo  a  man  of  God ;  and  I  intended  it  should  never  be  said  that  Cssar 
Shorter  opene*!  a  riot  or  mob  in  Montgomery.  But  I  have  taken  a  great  deal  more  than 
I  expected  I  woald  take  from  my  race.  1  have  done  it  for  peace,  because  I  know  if  I 
started  a  riot  here  there  would  be  a  heap  of  us  killed. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  All  the  colored  men  between  twenty-one  and  forty-live  pay  $2  poll-tax,  do 
they  not  f 

Answer.  I  believe  they  do. 

Question.  Does  not  that  go  to  the  education  of  the  colored  children  ? 

Answer.  That's  what  I  understand ;  I  can't  say  for  certain,  because  I  don't  know 
much  about  the  State  matters ;  but  that  is  what  we  are  told. 

Question.  Now,  Caesar,  is  it  not  possible  that  because  you  are  the  body-servant  totke 
governor  of  the  State  the  other  colored  people  think  you  put  on  some  little  airs  over 
them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  We  wore  just  as  friendly,  and  got  along,  and  I  never  expected  to 
be  treated  as  I  was,  until  they  said  I  was  opposed  to  my  race  and  tried  to  put  them 
in  slavery ;  and  that  was  the  i)oint  with  them,  that  every  democrat  negro  was  opposed 
to  his  race. 

Question.  Is  not  your  fnll^name  Julius  Csesar  Shorter  ? 

Answer.  ITiat  had  been  the  name,  but  for  short  they  always  called  mo  Csesar  Shorter. 

Question.  But  your  proper  name  was  Julius  Ciesar  Shorter  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  whole  name ;  but  tlie  short  way  was  Julius  Shorter, 
or  Csesar  Shorter.  Julius  Csesar  Shorter  was  the  whole  name,  but  we  couldn't  carrr 
all  that  in  slavei-y  times.  I  used  to  sign  my  name  Peter,  because  my  father  was  named 
Peter. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  with  the  Julius  then  t  C^r^r^n]o 

Answer.  I  didn't  pay  any  attention  to  that.  ^'9'^'^^^  ^v  VjUU^IV^ 
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By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question,  Tou  Dever  have  had  way  trouble  in  putting  your  vote  in,  have  you  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  have  always  voted  the  democratic  ticket  here,  have  you  not  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  •Tou  see  I  always  tried  to  take  the  near  cut  for  peace,  and  at  the 
time  when  I  went  to  vote,  I  didn't  have  anything  to  say  to  any  person,  but  only  to  go 
and  put  it  in  and  walk  right  off.    I  wouldn't  stop  ami  palaver. 

Qwation,  You  always  voted  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  never  voted  any  other. 

Question,  The  governor  has  given  you  a  position,  which  yon  hold  now,  up  at  the 
capitol  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  I  must  lay  that  to  General  Clanton.  Before  the  governor  came, 
and  after  he  was  elected,  I  was  draying,  and  ho  told  me  he  wanted  me  to  wait  on  the 
governor,  and  I  told  him  J  would  do  so.  ' 

Question.  You  never  have  heard  of  colored  men  being  taken  out  at  night  by  disguised 
men  lor  voting  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir ;   I  have  heard  it 

Question.  Where! 

Answer.  Out  through  the  country. 

Question,  That  colored  men  took  out  their  own  race  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  they  laid  it  to  democrats— white  men.  They  didn't  know  who 
did  it. 

Question.  Perhaps  you  did  not  understand  me.  Have  you  ever  known  of  colored 
men  going  out  at  nieht  and  taking  one  of  their  own  colored  people  out  of  his  house 
and  whipping  him,  because  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer.  I  mive  seen  such  as  that  in  the  papers ;  that's  all.  Where  colored  men  have 
been  taken  by  their  own  people  and  whipped. 

Question.  In  democratic  papers  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  our  leading  papers ;  but  not  about  here  j  it  was  away  off. 

Question.  You  think  the  colored  man  is  fit  to  hold  the  position  of  policeman  T 

Answer.  There  are  some  few  of  them  so. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  a  colored  man  here  on  the  police  until  we  elected  a  repub- 
lican mayor  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  used  to  see  a  colored  man  on  the  police  under  the  democratic 
mayors  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  When  yon  went  to  consult  your  former  master,  he  did  not  say  much  to  you 
about  voting  f  ^ 

Answer.  He  didn't  tell  me  who  to  vote  for,  only  I  must  be  particular  to  know  what  I 
was  doing. 

Question.  Was  he  in  £ftvor  of  your  Toting  at  all  f 

Answer,  fie  didn't  say  he  was' opposed  to  it. 

Question.  Was  he  not  about  of  your  opinion,  that  colored  folks  had  better  not  vote 
at  all  f 

Ansufer.  He  didn't  tell  me  that.  He  said  there  would  be  many  of  my  race  wouldn't 
know  how,  and  would  be  led  by  others,  and  that  was  not  people  dictating  for  them- 
selves. 

Question.  Yon  say  you  were  rather  pleased  with  your  condition  of  freedom  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Now,  Ctesar,  do  you  think  a  fi-ee  man  can,  without  the  right  of  voting,  pro- 
tect himself  as  well  as  one  who  does  vote  ? 

Answer.  Now,  I  dont  know  much  about  that. 

Question.  How  does  your  race  look  upon  it  f  Do  they  not  regard  the  right  of  voting 
as  a  sort  ofprotection  f 

Answer.  They  say  so ;  but  I  can't  see  why  it  is  to  keep  them  from  any  protects  n  if 
they  don't  vote. 

Question.  You  have  not  solved  that  problem  f 

Answer.  No.  sir. 

Question.  You  have  no  trouble  here  now  in  expressing  your  sentiments  as  yon 
choose? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  am  a  man  who  has  never  any  talk  on  political  mktters  upon  the 
streets  with  anybody. 

Questiofn.  While  you  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  you  are  perfectly  willing  the  other 
colored  men  should  vote  the  republican  ticket  if  they  want  to  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  never  tned  to  persuade  any  one  to  vote  with  me.  I  said  every 
man  shonld  suit  himself.  i^  r\f\cs\(> 

Qwstion.  You  are  willing  that  every  man  should  vote  as  he  wants  tof^Ovj^lL 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  Justify  the  Eu-Elux  for  whipping  anybody  f 
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Answer.  No,  elr;  I  am  opposed  to  any  Buch  outrages  as  that.    Let  every  man  Rotate 

for  himself. 

Question,  In  regard  to  this  meeting  which  you  attended,  and  where  you  spoke,  was 

that  a  riot  f 
Answer.  It  was  going  to  be  a  mighty  riot.  «  ^ 

Question.  Was  anybody  hurt  f  * 

Answer.  Nobody  was  hurt.    I  can't  think  of  the  general  that  was  commanding  here. 

He  had  a  fiax-maned  pony,  and  he  had  some  troops  close  by,  and  ordered  them,  and 

they  scattered  oyer  so  quick  that  nobody  was  hurt. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  18, 1871. 

CHABLES  MAHONE  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chaibmak.  As  this  witness  has  been  called  by  the  minority,  his  eyamination 
will  be  conducted  by  General  Blair. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.' Do  you  live  here  in  the  city  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  here  f 

Answer.  Nearly  four  years. 

Question.  What  are  your  politics,  Charles  f 

Answer.  My  politics  t 

Question.  Which  side  do  you  take  in  politics  T 

Answer.  1  have  always  voted  the  republican  ticket. 

Question.  Have  the  people  of  your  color  ever  shown  any  violence  toward  those  colored 
people  who  vote  the  democratic  ticket  t 

Answer.  Not  any  great  deal.  I  have  been  accused  of  voting  the  democratic  ticket, 
it  is  very  true,  by  people  in  the  citv,  and  could  have  been  got  in  a  big  row  coming 
down  from  the  capitol  one  day,  if  I  had  paid  any  attention  to  it. 

Question.  You  could  have  gotten  into  a  row  if  you  had  paid  any  attention  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  to  what  they  were  saying. 

Question.  Did  they  abuse  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Sam  Hareford,  he  said  he  could  whip  any  colored  man  that  voted 
the  democratic  ticket. 

Question.  Did  ho  use  insulting  language  toward  you  f 

Answer.  He  seemed  to  follow  me  down  the  street.  Some  white  men  told  me  to  go  on 
down  the  street.  I  told  him  I  didn^t  want  any  fuss  with  him  al)out  polities ;  I  said  my 
politics  was  to  my  own  satisfaction,  of  course,  let  it  be  a  republican  vote  or  democratic 
vote ;  I  voted  to  suit  myself. 

Question.  That  did  not  seem  to  be  satisfactory  to  him  that  you  should  vote  to  pleaso 
yourself  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  didn't  seem  to  bo  satisfied  with  it  at  all.  I  told  them  if  the^ 
were  not  satisfied  with  them  they  could  go  to  Aaron  Phillips.  ITiey  said  they  wouldn't 
believe  me  on  my  oath ;  that  they  shouldn't  be  satisfied  with  what  I  should  say  except 
Mr.  Phillips  sai(l  so  himself. 

Question.  Did  he  go  to  Phillips?* 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  did. 

Question.  Was  that  the  only  occasion  on  which  you  were  insulted  and  threatened 
because  you  wore  thought  to  be  a  democrat  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  only  occasion,  I  guess;  I  don't  know  of  any  other  oue. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  other  colored  peojue  who  are  insulted  and  threatened 
for  voting  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  any  others— not  particularly  any  others. 

Question.  Is  there  a  general  feeling  of  hostility  toward  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Against  those  who  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  threats  besides  those  you  have  spoken  off 

Answer.  None  against  me,  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Against  others  T 

Answer.  I  have  heard  CoDsar  Shorter  abused  right  smartly  for  voting  the  democratic 
ticket.  I  have  heard  people  passing  through  the  city— colored  people  of  course — speak 
of  him  as  a_grand  rascal,  and  he  had  done  this  and  the  other.  ^  ^  i    nnn]f> 

Quetttion.  For  voting  the  democratic  ticket  f  '^"^^  ^^  Vj VJ^^g  l\^ 

Ansv)er.  Yes,  sir. 
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QruitUnu  Are  the  colored  people  generally  afraid  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  T 

JMtwer,  I  don't  know,  sir;  I  guess  not ;  I  don't  know  why  they  should  be.  I  don't 
know  aa  they  are  afraid  to  vote  either  way  when  they  see  proper.  I  never  have  sees 
no  fi^reat  deal.  I  think,  though,  if  a  man  was  to  iust  vote  a  democratic  ticket  right 
boldly  out,  and  try  to  get  others  to  go  with  lum,  he  would  be  in  a  little  difficulty,  to 
my  best  knowledge. 

Qnegtion,  You  think  he  would  be  in  danger  f 

Antwer,  I  think  so,  to  my  best  knowledge ;  I  think  so ;  I  don't  kndw. 

Quettion,  You  think  so  from  the  temper  you  have  seen  displayed  by  the  colored  peo- 
ple! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  from  the  action  of  the  colored  people,  I  would  think  so.  I  have  a 
light  to  tliink  so. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuetUan.  Were  you  a  slave  before  the  war  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Who  was  your  master  T 

Answer.  William  Mahone. 

Qnesti&n,  Whom  do  you  work  for  f 

Anstcer,  For  Tom  McCrary,  a  colored  man,  on  Market  street 

(juestum.  How  long  have  you  been  in  his  employ  f 

Answtr,  About  a  week  now.  I  worked  here  in  the  city  for  Mr.  Kirkland,  down  Tier^ 
in  his  shoe-store. 

Question.  Were  you  in  his  employ  for  some  time  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  about  a  year. 

Question.  Is  he  a  white  man  and  a  democrat  f 

Answer.  I  think  he  is.    I  don't  know  what  his  politics  is,  to  tell  the  truth. 

(Inestion.  Have  you  talke<l  much  with  white  people  ux>on  the  subject  of  your  duty  in 
votingT 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  a  ^reat  deal. 

QuesHon.  Have  any  white  democrats  counseled  you  how  you  should  vote  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  General  Clanton  ever  speak  to  you  on  that  subject  t 

Ansvoer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Or  your  old  master  T 

Answer.  No,  sir.    My  master  is  now  in  Mississippi,  at  Edwards'  Station  Depot. 

QuesUou.  Have  you  ever  voted  the  democratic  ticket  at  any  election  f 

Ansteer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  prefer  to  vote  the  republican  ticket  to  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  made  your  people  suspect  you  of  voting  the  democratic  ticket  t 

Answer.  Well,  that  was  reported  by  my  saying  at  the  court-house,  when  I  was  voting, 
that  I  had  some  democratic  tickets  in  my  hand,  and  I  said,  "  Here's  the  ticket  that  I'm 
going  to  vote,"  jesting ;  and  I  had  some  radical  tickets  in  my  hand,  and  I  said,  *'  I 
Believe  I  will  vote  this  one  to-day"— that  is,  the  democratic  ticket— and  I  never  gave 
any  satisfaction  but  what  I  would  have  voted  that  ticket,  and  they  seemed  to  look 
pretty  angry,  in  passing  by,  that  I  didn't  give  the  party  satisfaction.  I  gave  all  the 
conntry  people  their  tickets  so  they  could  vote  and  go  back  homo.  I  lived  in  the  city. 
1  said  then  to  Phillips,  "  Come  in  hero  and  see  how  I  vote."  He  said,  "  Haven't  you 
voted f  I  said,  "No."  He  said,  "Somebody  tohl  me  you  voted  the  democratic 
ticket"    I  told  him  I  didn't,  but  I  went  in  and  voted  the  republican  ticket 

Question.  Who  gave  you  the  democratic  tickets  to  distribute  t 

Answer.  I  think  John  Holtzclaw. 

Question.  Did  you  tell  him  you  would  vote  one  of  them  T 

Answer.  I  didii't  tell  him  whether  I  would  or  not.  I  had  the  ticket,  and  if  anybody 
banted  to  vote  it,  I  had  one  to  give  to  him. 

Question.  Did  you  offer  them  to  any  one  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Why  did  you  take  them,  if  you  were  not  going  to  distribute  them  f 

Answer,  I  didn't  think  it  was  my  place  to  distribute  them. 

Question.  Was  it  at  that  election,  or  shortly  afterward,  that  Sam  Hareford  told  you  ho 
could  whip  any  colored  man  that  voted  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  shortly  afterward. 

Question.  You  say  you  have  heard  Csesar  Shorter  abused  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  said  he  was  a  great  rascal  t 

Answer.  Ye«,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  say  he  had  done  this  and  that  f  Diaitized  bv  CjOOQIc 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  o 

Question.  What  did  they  accuse  him  of  doing  f 
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Aniwcr.  They  said  he  was  a  democrat. 

Quettion.  What  mean  thing  did  they  charge  him  with  doing  f    Ton  said  tbey  i 
him  with  being  a  ^at  rascal. 

Anmeer,  For  voting  the  democratic  ticket. 

Question.  Had  they  any  other  cause  of  offense  against  him  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  any  other. 

Question.  Does  Ctesar  carry  a  preM,y  high  head  on  aecoont  <^  being  the  body-sermtt 
of  the  governor  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  sir. 

Qiiestioti.  Do  not  the  colored  people  think  so  f 

Answer.  1  don't  know.  1  don't  tliink  he  is  very  familiar  in  the  oHy  now.  I  think  he 
stays  up  there  at  his  basiness.    I  hardly  ever  see  him  now,  hot  he  vused  to  be  here. 

Question.  What  is  his  business  T 

Answer.  He  stays  up  at  the  state-honse ;  I  don't  know  what  his  business  is ;  I  sup- 
pose it  is  waiting  on  Uovemor  Lindsay.  He  didn*t  say  it  was  this  evening,  but  be 
seemed  to  signify  it  was. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  The  colored  people  here  mostly  vote  the  republ^caa  ticket  f 

Answer.  I  thiuk  they  do. 

Question.  Yon  never  heard  that  Cesar  suffered  any  violence  for  voting  the  demoemtic 
ticket  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  nobody  ever  hurt  him.  They  abused  him,  of  course,  but  tbey  didn't 
hurt  him. 

Quettion.  They  talked  to  him  a  little  f  • 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that's  what  we  all  expect. 

Question.  You  colored  people  think  a  ooloied  man  who  votes  the  demoerstio  ticfcet 
rather  goes  against  his  race  f 

Answer.  That's  what  thev  generally  think.    They  say  so. 

Question.  But  you  never  heard  of  anv  ouo  being  whipped  or  injured  in  any  way,  or 
punished  for  voting  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  I  have. 
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IGNATIUS  A.  FEW  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  f 

Answer.  In  Opelika,  Leid  County,  Alabama. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  f 

Anstcer.  1  am  a  butcher,  sir. 

Question.  Where  did  you  live  before  going  to  Opelika  f 

Answer.  1  lived  in  Russell  County. 

Question.  In  this  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  your  occupation  there  T 

Answer.  I  wai  a  teacher  most  of  the  time. 

Question.  Of  white  or  colored  schools  t 

Answer.  Colored. 

Question.  You  may  state  whether  you  were  molested  or  disturbed  In  your  occupation 
as  teacher. 

Answer.  I  was  upon  one  occasion,  at  Crawford,  seriously  molested. 

Question.  Yon  may  give  the  particulars. 

Anstcer.  Shall  I  tell  why  they  professed  to  disturb  me  f 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  I  had  commenced  to  teach  a  school  under  a  gin-shed,  about  three-quarteFS 
of  a  mile  from  Crawlord,  a  small  village.  I  went  out  aii^ong  th/e  citiaMins  and  tried  to 
X)urcha8e  a  lot  upon  which  to  build  me  a  school-house.  Captain  Healj%  who  was  aswst- 
ant  superintendent  of  the  Bureau,  had  proffered  to  pay  for  that  lot  and  furnish  me 
means  to  build  me  a  school-house.  They  refuseil  to  sell  me  a  lot.  I  theu.  rented  the 
hotel,  Captain  Healy  paying  for  it,  ancl  I  went  into  that  and  taught  school  in  tbe 
dining-room.    That  was  in  February  that  I  moved  into  that  school-house. 

Question.  February  of  what  year  f 

Answer.  Eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-nine.  After  staying  in  there  I  consulted  tbe 
ncighboi-8  if  they  were  opposed  to  it.  A  few  of  them,  the  nearest  ones,  they  said  they 
were  not  opposed  to  it  upon  conditions.  I  complied  with  these  conditions.  A  crowd 
of  young  men  seemed  to  become  very  much  agitated  against  me,  calling  me  varioos 
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ugly  names  as  I  passed  about  the  streets.  Finally  my  first  quarter  ended  for  teaching 
bSmoI,  Baad  I  made  my  aoeonnts  and  sent  them  down  to  Girard  to  be  paid,  and  they 
were  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  trustees ;  not,  however,  until  in  June ;  and  when  they 
were  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  trustees,  who  had  no  right  to  receive  them,  they  re- 
fosed  to  pay  them  to  me. 

Question,  The  trustees  did  f 

A»swer.  Yes,  sir.  After  examining  into  the  matter,  it  was  found  that  one  of  the  re- 
ports I  had  made  was  made  from  a  different  district :  that  half  of  my  pupils  were  from 
OBe  district  and  half  from  another.  I  had  not  specined  fhe  number  of  the  reports,  but 
the  county  superintendent  had  done  it  himself.  I  did  not  know  them,  but  sent  them 
to  him^  directing  him  by  Judge  Allen,  who  was  the  trustee,  to  till  the  reports,  as  I  did 
not  know  iu  what  township  I  was  teaching.  He  did  so.  They  brou^t  then  a  great 
many  charges  against  me ;  that  I  was  trying  to  swindle  the  white  children  out  of  their 
money  there  for  the  negroes,  and  trying  to  create  social  equality  among  them ;  and 
finally  it  grew  to  such  an  extent  that,  on  the  night  of  the  19th  or  Jnly,  they  came  to 
my  house — I  think  they  numbered,  from  the  appearance  of  them  where  they  stood, 
about  five  men — and  threw  twenty-two  rocks,  weighing,  I  suppose,  from  a  pound  to  a 
poond  and  a  ludf,  through  the  windows,  demolishing  the  sash,  and  after  that  fired  into 
the  room  several  times,  two  balls  taking  eflfect  at  the  edge  of  one  window,  within  two 
feet  of  my  wife's  head,  and.  one  bursting  a  bottle  of  ink  on  the  mantel  and  throwing 
the  ink  in  my  bosom.  I  jumped  out  of  l>ed  at  that  instant  and  asked  for  my  gun,  ana 
they  fled. 

QHettknu  When  was  this  t 

Amgtoer.  On  the  19th  of  Jnly,  in  the  morning.    It  was  between  1  and  ^  o'clock. 

Question,  Could  you  see  the  men  t        * 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  any  person.  When  I  went  out,  I  found  my  garden  palings  were 
also  torn  down. 

Question,  Were  any  prosecutions  instituted  against  the  offenders? 

Answer,  I  wrote  to  tne  gov|mor  to  send  me  assistance,  and  he  wrote  to  me  it  was  my 
imperative  duty  to  call  upon  the  sheriff  and  solicitor,  and  if  they  did  not  discharge 
their  duty  he  would  then  force  them  to  do  it ;  but  I  was  afraid  to  call  upon  them. 

QuestUm.  Why? 

Answer,  Because  I  believed  that  they  were  in  sympathy  with  the  others;  that  I  had 
DO  friends  at  all  there. 

QuesUon.  Were  the  sheriff  and  county  solicitor  democrats  t 

Anawer,  I  think  they  were,  sir,  both  democrats ;  in  fact,  I  know  they  were.  I  can 
give  the  names  of  them  if  it  is  necessary.  ^ 

QtbesUon.  Did  these  men  who  stoned  your  house  and  fired  into  it  tell  you  what  their 
porpose  was? 

Answer,  I  have  no  knowledge  who  they  are  myself.  I  was  told  I  could  prove  it  if 
I  woald  call  for  certain  witnesses.  I  never  knew  anything.  I  and  my  wife  were  asleep, 
and  a  simdl  boy,  in  the  room  they  threw  and  fired  into.  All  the  firing  was  done  in  the 
tumult.  We  were  asleep  when  they  began  and  until  the  rocks  commenced  flying  into 
the  house.  • 

Question,  Did  not  these  men  tell  you  what  they  were  doing  this  for? 

^Answer,  They  never  spoke  a  word )  they  came  up  and  commenced  the  work,  and 
ended  it  and  left. 

By  Mr.  BuOkley  : 
Q^e»^on,  Do  you  know  whether  they  were  in  disguise  or  nott 
Answer,  I  do  not. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  were  living  at  that  time  in  Crawford! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  in  Crawford,  Russell  County,  Alabama. 

Question,  Was  it  a  thickly  settled  neighborhood  where  you  lived  f 

Answer.  Not  very  :  just  moderately. 

QuesUon,  Do  you  Know  of  any  cause  for  this  assault  on  your  house  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  of  any  cause ;  I  could  only  consider  it  a  political  cause.  The 
object  was,  I  think,  t-o  break  up  the  school,  and  get  me  out  of  the  way. 

Question,  Were  you  teaching  at  that  time  f 

Answer,  I  was  teaching  at  that  time.  I  taught  the  day  before  and  the  day  after- 
ward. 

Question.  Still  a  colored  school  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  continued  in  the  same  house. 

Question,  Did  you  continue  to  teach  after  that  f 
'Answer,  I  did,  sir,  until  I  ended  ray  school  in  November. 

Qv^estion,  Were  you  ever  molested  by  anybody  again  f 

Answer^  Only  by  a  few  rocks  being  thrown  into  my  yard,  and  such  things  as  that, 
and  into  my  house  at  day-times ;  that  was  done  mostly  by  boys  though,  lads.    I  would 


1082      CONDITION   OP  AFFAIRS   IN    THE   SOUTHERN  STATES. 

Just  state  that  next  morniDg  after  that  occnrred,  I  went  out  amonff  some  of  the  good 
citizens  there,  and  told  them  plainly  that  there  was  but  one  way  to  break  up  my  scnool, 
and  that  was  to  kill  me ;  that  I  never  would  leave  until  my  term  was  out. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  in  answer  to  that  t 

Answer.  One  gentleman  said— but  I  do  not  consider  him  a  man  who  had  any  inflnencc 
in  society — I  would  lie  killed  if  I  did  not  leave  ;  others  treated  it  coolly ;  generally,  in 
fict,  they  all  treated  what  I  said  coolly. 

QueatioH.  Did  any  of  them  give  yon  assurance  of  protection  f 

Answer,  1  had  no  assurance  of  protection  until,  several  days  afterward,  perfaara  a 
week  or  two,  Judge  John  A.  Lewis  came  to  me  and  offered  to  let  his  wife  and  daughter 
Bleep  in  my  house,  and  I  refused  such  protection,  and  told  them  I  would  try  and  st^  it 
out  from  tnat  time. 

Question.  How  large  a  village  is  Crawford  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  there,  are  two  hundred  inhabitants. 

Question.  Were  the  citizens  generally  of  that  village,  the  white  portion  of  them, 
opposed  to  colored  schools  f 

Answer.  From  all  appearances,  they  were. 

Question.  You  say  from  appearances ;  what  appearances  do  you  refer  to  t  What  did 
you  hear  them  say  f    What  did  they  do  t  * 

Ansujer.  Well,  their  mistreatment:  they  scorned  me, and  would  not  visit  me  or  as- 
sociate with  my  wife  or  anything  of  the  kind.  My  wife,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
church,  did  not  visit  the  church  during  the  year. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  remain  at  Crawford  t 

Answer.  1  went  there  in  August,  1868,  I  think,  and  remained  there  until  the  last  day 
of  1869. 

Question.  Were  the  people  of  Rnssell  County  opposed  to  colored  schools,  in  your 
opinion  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  they  were  very  generally.   • 

Question.  What  influence,  if  any,  was  exerted  in  that  j^ounty  upon  the  negroes  to 
induce  them  to  abstain  from  going  to  the  polls  and  voting  f 

Answer.  Upon  the  occasion  of  the  election  we  had  in  iSfjQ,  I  cannot  state,  because  I 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  did  not  go  out;  I  did  not  pretend  to  associate  with  the 
last  people  at  all ;  never  left  home  unless  it  waste  go  off  somewhere  on  business j  in  the 
election  1  was  living  at  Traywick's  Cross-Roads ;  tnere  was  an  election  there,  I  think, 
in  November,  and  such  threats  were  made  for  me,  that  the  negroes  declined  to  vote,  any 
of  them.  What  occurred  at  the  election  I  do  not  know.  I  lived,  I  suppose,  within 
five  hundred  yards  of  the  election  precinct,  and  a  great  many  negroes  came  down  and 
asked  me  to  go  up  with  them  to  the  polls  and  see  them  vote.  I  told  them  I  could  not 
do  it,  and  thev  went  away  without  voting. 

Question.  Tney  went  away  without  votmg  t 

Answer.  The  polls  showed  that  they  did. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
^e8/tOf».  What  election  was  that  t 
Answer.  The  election  tor  members  of  the  legislature. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  In  1870! 
Answer.  In  1870. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  stq  to  the  polls  yourself  t 

Answer.  I  was  afraid  to  go  there,  for  fear  of  being  molested  or  insulted 

Question.  What  cause  of  fear  had  you  f 

Answer.  I  expected  perhaps  I  might  be  beaten,  or  cursed,  or  abused,  at  least  cnrsfd 
and  abused,  for  I  never  went  out  anywhere  but  what  I  was  cursed  and  abused  by  any 
man  that  had  whisky,  and  they  had  plenty  at  Tray  wick's  Cross-Roads. 

Question.  What  threats  had  been  used  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Richard  Buchanan  told  me  that  I  would  1)e  killed  because  I  said  I 
would  not  veto  for  Mr.  Hines,  who  was  the  nominee  of  the  democratic  i)arty.  I  will 
Just  state  that  he  was  drinkiug  at  that  time. 

Question.  Were  there  any  other  threats  made,  or  any  that  came  to  your  knowled^  t 

Answer.  I  was  told  at  that  time— there  were  never  any  threats  made  to  me — bat  I 
was  told  by  some  colored  people  that  if  I  went  to  the  election  I  would  be  killed. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  you  now  they  derived  their  information  f 

Answer.  They  did  not  that  I  now  recollect,  but  advised  me  not  to  gq. 

Question.  You  say  a  great  many  colored  people  refused  to  go  to  the  i>olls  and  vota 
because  you  staid  away  t  '  r^  i 

^nsxcer.  Yes,  sir.      ^  .^  ,  ^,        ^^  Digitized&yGopQlc        . 

Question.  And  you  staid  away  because  yon  thought  your  life  was  in'aauger  m 
you  went  and  voted  f 
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Antwer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quettum,  Now,  who  were  these  men  who  deterred  you  from  going  to  the  polls ;  were 
they  demoorats  or  repnhlicans  t 

Atttwar,  There  were  no  other  white  men  in  that  country  but  democrats  that  i  knew. 

Question.  How  much  less  at  that  poll  was  the  negro  vote  than  it  would  have  been  if 
they  had  all  yoted  t 

Antwer,  I  think  at  least  fifty  or  sixty. 

Q\te$tiui.  Were  you  pretty  well  acquainted  with  Bussell  County  t 

Anmer,  My  knowledge  was  confined  mostlv  to  the  upper  portion  of  the  county, 
though  I  was  acquainted  about  Silver  Run  and  Crawford,  and  the  precinct  I  spoke  of. 
I  have  lived  in  the  county  twenty  years ;  that  is,  I  moved  to  it  twenty  years  ago,  and 
hftve  Uved  out  of  it  some  time  during  that  time. 

QuetUon,  Are  the  white  people  of  Kussoll  County  opposed  to  negro  suffrage  t 

Answer.  I  think  they  are,  sir. 

QuesUoiL  What  have  you  heard  them  say  t 

Answer.  I  have  heard  them  say  they  were  generall^^  opposed  to  it. 

Quesiicn.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  they  use  their  innuence,  habitually,  to  prevent, 
BO  £ur  as, they  can,  the  colored  people  from  voting  ? 

Antwer.  I  think  they  do.    That  is  my  opinion. 

Question.  Where  allowed  to  vote,  how  do  the  negroes  generally  vote  t 

Answer,  They  vote  by  ballot,  as  others. 

Question.  What  ticket,  republican  or  democratic  t 

Answer.  They  almost  entirely  vote  the  republican  ticket. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

QuesUon.  Was  this  a  public  /school  you  were  teaching  at  the  time  the  assault  was 
made? 

Answer,  Y^  sir. 

Qjuestion.  Wno  was  your  county  superintendent  of  education? 

Answer.  It  t\  as  Captain  Edmunds. 

Question.  You  received  your  pay  from  the  county  superintendent  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  what  I  did  receive,  I  received  through  the  county  superintendent. 

Question.  From  the  public  school  fund  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  ever  take  any  action  in  regard  to  the  assault  that  was  made  upon 
yoQf 

Answer.  He  did  not. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  schools  in  your  county,  or  Bussell,  being  dis- 
turbed? 

Answer.  I  have  not,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  in  that  county  at  the  time  of  the  election  of  Judge  Heflin,  in 
1869? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
QuesUon.  Is  Silver  Bun  in  Bussell  County  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Are  you  a  native  of  the  South  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  bom  and  raised  in  Georgia. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  you  know  who  it  was  that  molested  you,  at  that  difficulty  ? 

Answer.  I  really  did  not. 

Question.  You  can  form  no  idea  who  it  was  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  can  form  an  idea  who  it  was. 

Question.  Who  do  you  suppose  it  was  ? 

Answer.  I  supposed  it  was  five  young  men,  two  by  the  name  of  Baker,  one  Lewis,  who 

▼as  a  postmaster  there  at  that  time,  and  one  by  the  name  of ;  he  was  a  recent 

wmor ;  I  do  not  remember  his  name  at  pre-sent ;  the  other  waa  Judce  WaddelVs  son, 
Hash  Waddell.  Those  were  the  ones  I  supposed  it  to  be.  They  did  not  deny  it  or 
acknowledge  it.  One  of  the  young  men  left  the  country ;  the  others  laid  out  for  sev- 
^m  days,  and  did  not  ceme  about  town,  to  see  them  as  usual  at  their  common  places'; 
bU  of  them  did,  in  ^act ;  the  postmaster  closed  the  office. 

Question.  Yon  say  Lewis  was  postmaster? 

Answer.  His  name  was  Lewis.  We  had  a  tri-weekly  maiL  On  the  days  of  the  mail 
be  would  slip  in  and  open  the  office,  and  leave  immediately.  Another  reason  I  believe  it 
iras  him  was,  a  negro  boy  told  me  he  was  at  their  house,  my  nearest  neighbor,  Mr.  Sears,* 
uid  that  the  balance  of  them,  naming  them  all,  had  said  they  were  going  to  m  v  house 
to  kill  me,  and  asked  a  young  man  who  was  Mr.  SeM»*s  brother-in-law  to  go  witli  them, 
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• 

and  ke  refused.  He  named  every  one  of  the  men  I  have  named.  The  other  joong 
man's  name  was  White ;  I  now  recollect  it. 

Question,  Did  you  lay  any  information  against  th^u,  or  attempt  to  have  tliem 
arrested  f 

Anstoer,  I  sent  to  the  governor,  as  I  before  stated,  to  have  them  arrested  or  send  me 
some  assistance,  and  he  declined,  and  referred  me  to  the  sheriff  and  county  soUcitor, 
and  I  was  afraid  to  attempt  it  in  that  way. 

Question.  Who  was  governor  at  the  time  f 

Answer,  Ck)vemor  Smith. 

Question,  Yon  say  Jnd^e  Lewis  off^ed  to  protect  yon  f 

Anmocr,  He  offered  to  bring  his  wife  and  daughters  to  sleep  in  my  house  for  protec- 
tion, some  time  afterward. 

Question,  Was  this  Lewis,  the  postmaster  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  this  was  Judge  John  A.  Lewis.    They  were  no  relation  at  alL 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

QuesHon,  You  have  named  certain  persons  that  yon  supposed  to  be  the  ones  who  fired 
into  your  house,  and  given  your  reasons  for  supposing  tney  were  the  ones;  j^onmay 
tell  the  committee  what  pobtical  party  they  belonged  to. 

Ansu)er,  They  belonged  to  the  democratic  party. 

Question.  Wore  they  leading,  influential  men  there  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  were  the  men  that  did  the  dirtv  work. 

Question.  You  say  a  son  of  Judge  Waddell  was  one  of  the  number  t 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Does  he  belong  to  a  respectable  family  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Is  he  probate  judge? 

Answer,  He  was  formerly  probate  judge  of  Russell  County,  and  colonel  of  a  regiment 
of  artillery  in  the  confederate  war. 

Question.  Did  yon  leave  Russell  Ck>unty  because  of  your  apprehension  of  danger  if 
you  remained  there  f 

Answer.  1  did.  The  day  I  came  to  Opelika  for  the  purpose  of  moving,  my  wife 
begged  me,  with  tears,  to  leave  there. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  disturbed  on  any  other  occasion  ? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir :  on  no  other  occasion.  I  have  been  abused  when  I  was  at  publio 
places,  cursed  ana  called  a  radical,  &c 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  ascribe  this  persecution  you  were  subjected  to  in  Russell  County 
to  the  fact  that  you  were  a  radical,  and  outspoken  in  your  sentiments,  and  the  fhrtber 
fact  that  you  had  taught  colored  schools  f 

Answer.  I  am  satisfied  that  was  it.  I  was  popular  as  a  man,  and  tried  to  convince 
the  people  of  Russell  County  that  I  was  not  a  radical ;  I  never  have  voted  a  radical 
ticket  in  my  life,  and  after  all  that,  ^hey  persecuted  me,  and  called  me  a  radical,  and 
'^  half  nigger,  half  Yankee,'^  and  all  such  persecutions  and  slings  at  me  as  I  passed  the 
street. 

Qitestion.  Do  jou  think  this  was  countenanced  by  the  older  men  of  the  community ! 

Answer.  1  think  they  could  have  i)revented  it  if  they  would;  yes,  I  believe  they 
could,  for  I  heard  them  on  one  occasion  when  I  went  put  to  protect  my  childno— 
these  negro  children— when  this  same  son  of  Judge  Waddell  was  throwing  stones  at 
them,  and  Jud^e  Waddell  was  there.    Ho  drew  his  knife  on  me. 

Question.  Judge  Waddell  did  f 

Anstcer.  His  son  did,  and  came  up  to  me  to  cut  me,  and  I  could  only  prevent  it  bv 
taking  out  mine,  and  tellingh  im  if  he  took  another  eten  I  would  cut  him  in  two.  I 
heard  another  gentleman  remark,  as  he  turned  to  go  back  to  the  house,  that  ho  woold 
like  to  pve  me  a  good  hickory  stick. 

Question.  The  fudge's  son  said  thatf 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  this  gentleman  in  company  with  others.  There  is  one  tiling  i  had 
forgotten  to  toll,  the  committee  might  want  to  hear.  • 

Question.  What  is  that  f 

Answer,  After  this  persecution,  throwing  rocks  and  shooting,  they  bronght  the  fkaat^ 
against  mo  that  I  was  trying  to  create  social  equality  there,  and  that  I  mid  stolen  thit 
money.  I  went  to  some  of  the  prominent  citizens  there  at  that  place,  and  told  them  I 
was  not  guilty  of  it ;  that  it  was  then  vacation,  and  if  they  would  SustMo  the  ehargei 
I  would  not  open  my  school  again.  They  asked  me  how  long  I  would  give  theoDk  I 
♦told  them  I  would  give  them  whatever  time  they  required  that  was  reasonable.  They 
took  until  the  next  Friday.  That  was  on  Friday,  I  think,  when  I  had  this  oooveKa- 
tion.  On  Sunday,  at  meeting,  the  minister  got  up,  and  said  that  1  had  proposed  tbmX^  a 
committee  of  five  mevt  me,  and  it  was  honorable,  and  as  much  as  any  gentJeniaa  could 
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• 
offer ;  that  if  I  did  not  prove  the  cbar^  false,  I  wonld  desist  from  teacbiug  school, 
and  some  of  them  remarked  to  bim,  if  tne  charges  are  proven,  he  will  not  break  op  his 
Bcbool.  He  said  to  them,  "  He  will,  for  he  offers  to  bind  himself  to  do  it  by  oath,  if  you 
require  it."  And  ho  said,  "  Now,  I  advise  you  to  accept  it,  for  ho  is  a  pretty  sharp  fel- 
low, and  if  yoa  do  not  do  it,  it  will  injure  Crawford,  injure  the  citizens  of  Crawford." 
And  upon  that  they  appointed  a  committee  of  five,  consisting  of—lot  me  remember  the 
names-— Captain  Brinsou,  Henry  Benton,  Judge  Waddell — I  cannot  remember  the  other 
names.  The  committee  met,  and  Mr.  Hayes  reported  to  me  after  they  had  met  on  Fri- 
day morning,  that  they  refused  to  meet  me  as  a  committee,  but  they  would  meet  me  as 
citizens.  I  agreed  to  meet  them  as  citizens  at  the  court-house.  I  took  my  wife  and 
repaired  to  the  court-house.  When  I  was  up  there,  they  told  me  they  would  hear  me,  and 
I  got  up  and  denounced  those  who  had  maltreated  me  in  the  way  they  did,  and  then 
denied  the  charges,  and  told  them  if  they  would  prove  them  I  would  do  what  I  said— 
mv  school  should  never  open  again  in  Crawford  j  I  would  move  immediately  away. 
After  making  these  remarks,  the  Kev.  Air.  Hay«^8  got  up,  and  remarl^ed  that  there  was 
another  charge  brought  against  me ;  that  I  was  charged  with  trying  to  create  social 
eqoality  among  the  negroes.  I  told  him  it  was  a  lie,  and  the  origin  of  it  was  in  hell. 
Jpdge  Waddell  sprang  up  out  of  the  window  and  told  me  I  should  take  it  back.  I  told 
him  I  never  would  do  that  while  there  was  breath  in  ray  body.  He  then  remarked  to 
me,  "You  shall  not  call  our  old  father  a  liar."  I  said  to  him,  "I  am  so  far  from  it,  I 
would  get  on  my  knees  to  him  before  I  would  insult  him  for  any  cause,  but  I  merely 

S've  the  man  the  lie  who  made  those  statements.  Mr.  Hayes  did  not  understand  me  so, 
dyouf  He  replied  he  did  not.  "No,"  said  I,  "nor  Judge  Waddell  did  not."  At 
that,  Judge  Waddell  got  up  and  made  a  very  flaming  speech  to  the  colored  people 
against  the  party  he  supposed  I  belonged  to.  He  told  them  they  ought  to  be  iu  slav- 
ery ;  he  had  fought  four  years  to  put  tuem  there,  and  they  pught  to  be  there  now. 

Question.  Did  they  offer  any  proof  of  the  charges  they  had  made  against  you  f 

Afuwer.  Not  a  particle  of  proof:  they  did  not  pretend  to. 

^HeBtion,  What  was  meant  by  the  charge  brought  against  you  that  you  were  in  flavor 
ofnegroeqnalityf 

Answer.  Judge  Waddell  passed  my  house,  I  was  informed  aiterward,  in  company 
with  Mr.  Benton,  and  a  negro  girl  was  sitting  iu  the  room  with  my  wife,  a  girl  I  had 
liad  in  my  bouse  since  she  was  five  years  of  age.  She  had  eaten  in  my  dining-room 
and  slept  there  since  she  was  five  years  old,  until  ske  was  free,  and  she  came  down 
there  from  her  mother  home  on  a  visit,  and  was  sitting  in  the  room  talking  with  my  wife, 
ind  Jadge  Waddell  came  by.  When  negroes  came  into  my  house,  they  were  as  respect- 
fiU  asto  any  citizen  in  that  place.  I  told  them  they  must  be  even  moro  respectful  with 
me,  and  they  never  dared  approach  after  that  nearer  thau  the  back  portico  of  the 
house,  even  when  on  business. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  19, 1871. 
JOHN  M.  WARD  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  State  your  occupation  and  place  of  residence. 
Answer.  West  Point,  Georgia ;  postmaster. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Qiuttion.  You  live  near  the  line  of  Alabama  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir.    I  did  live  in  Chancers  County,  Alabama,  up  to  last  Christmas. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Quttion.  Is  West  Point  near  the  line  dividing  Alabama  from  Georgia  f 

Axncer,  Yes,  sir.  My  former  residence  was  iu  Bluffton,  Alabama.  A  mere  imaginary 
Ine  divider  the  places. 

Question,  Yon  may  state  to  the  committee  any  acts  of  violence  or  outrages  upon  per- 
ou  or  ]droperty  that  have  occurred  in  that  section  of  country  that  you  know  yourself 
t  of  which  ^^ou  have  been  informed  by  reliable  authority. 

Answer.  Since  when.  Senator  ? 

Question.  I  will  not  confine  you  by  my  questions ;  anything  within  the  last  two  or 
hreeyoais. 

Answer.  A  day  or  two  after  the  election  last  fall  for  members  of  Congress  in  Alabama, 
[r.  Robert  W.  Richards  came  into  the  post-office  while  1  was  distributing  the  mail, 
[e  walked  up  to  the  post-ofiice  and  cursed  and  abused  me,  in  company  with  a  crowd 
fmen. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  to  you?  ^.         GoOfflc 

Answer,  He  called  me  a  damned  radical  son  of  a  bitch,  and  epithets  dl^Bmrcnaia^r. 

Quettion.  Who  was  this  Robert  W.  Richards  f 
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Answer,  He  is  a  dry-goods  merchant  in  West  Point.  • 

Question.  What  are  his  politics  ? 

Answer.  Democratic.    Chamhers  County,  Alahama,  is  his  residence. 
Question,  Is  he  a  prominent  and  active  man  in  that  county  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  he  is  prominent ;  he  is  an  officious  memher  of  it.  He  is  a  part 
ner  of  the  mayor  of  the  town. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
Question,  Of  what  town  f 
Anstcer,  Of  West  Point,  in  the  dry-goods  business. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Were  these  remarks  caused  by  your  activity  at  the  election  f 
Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  took  offense  at  that  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  had  done  nothing  elset 
Answer,  It  was  on  account  of  that  election. 

Mr.  Blair.  This  is  outside  of  our  jurisdiction,  and  in  the  State  of  Creorgia.  This  siib- 
committee  is  confined  to  the  States  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Tennessee. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Qttestion,  Is  not  the  post-office  located  in  Alabama  t 

Answei',  No,  sir ;  the  post-office  is  in  Geoi^ia,  but  my  residence  at  the  time  was  in 
Alabama,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  post-office. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Does  the  State  line  run  through  the 'town  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir.  I  will  say  that  most  of  the  business  men  in  West  Point,  Ge(ffgi% 
reside  in  Alabama. 

Question,  Were  you  abused  at  any  other  time  on  account  of  your  politics  t 

Answer,  1  night  or  two  after  that  a  torchlight  mob  visited  my  house. 

Question.  A  torchlight  procession  of  what  party! 

Ansicer.  The  democratic  party. 
Question.  What  did  they  do  T 

Answer.  I  was  partially  undressed.  My  wife  had  not  retired.  They  surrounded  the 
house,  and  used  all  kinds  of  abusive  epithets,  and  so  alarmed  her  that  she  ran  oat  in 
the  piazza  and  up-stairs. 

Question.  State  the  epithets  they  used,  as  well  as  you  remember. 

Anstcer.  Some  voices  in  the  crowd  saidj ''  Go  back  in  the  house,  you  damned  radical 
bitch." 

Question,  What  else  f 

Answer.  About  that  time  some  one  in  the  crowd,  I  think  Mr.  Robert  Chisholm,  rose 
up  or  called  out  in  a  loud  voice,  and  asked  them  to  respect  ladies.  They  quieted  down 
and  moved  off. 

Question.  Is  that  all  of  it  f 

Answer,  They  used  many  epithets  toward  me  around  the  house. 

Question.  Can  you  repeat  some  of  them  f 

Answer.  "  Radicals,  to  your  holes !"  **  You  had  better  leave  town ;"  and  many  things 
of  that  character. 

Qtiestion.  How  long  did  the  crowd  continue  there  f 

Anstcer.  I  suppose  they  were  around  the  house  some  five  or  ten  minutes. 

Question,  They  wei:e  celebrating  a  democratic  victory  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir,  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  *  Caricatures  were  carried  by,  obscene 
caricatures  were  carried  by,  by  colored  democrats,  of  myself  and  also  Mr.  Isaac  HymaB' 

Question,  So  there  were  colored  democrats  in  the  crowd,  were  there  7 

Anstcer,  There  were  two,  who  bore  the  caricatures  on  that  occasion. 

Question.  Did  they  seem  to  be  in  full  fellowship  with  their  white  brethren  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  had  been  made  presents  of  fine  suits  of  clothes.  One  of  tbem 
who  is  a  mechanic  received  a  tool-chest.  They  got  that  for  their  labor  on  the  occa- 
sion. 

Qttestion,  Did  those  two  colored  men  in  that  procession  comprise  the  fall  streogth  of 
the  democratic  colored  vote  in  that  neighborhood  f 

Anstcer.  My  opinion  is,  that  it  would  not  exceed  ten  or  a  dozen  democratio  colofcd 
men.    I  cannot  say,  though,  how  many. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qticstion.  Most  of  the  colored  people  were  entirely  too  intelligent  to  go  for  the  dem- 
ocratic ticket,  were  they  not  f 

Anstcer.  I  cannot  say,  sir.  I  suppose  that  they  vote,  like  every  one^lse,  acoordiDg  to 
the  best  of  their  judgment  of  what  is  right. 
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By  the  Chaibman  : 

Question,  You  may  state,  if  you  know,  what  means  were  employed  by  the  democrats 
of  that  part  of  the  State  to  prevent  colored  men  from  voting  the  republican  ticket. 

Answer,  I  have  heard  Sbme  of  the  fanners  of  the  vicinity  say  they  would  not  employ 
hands  another  year  who  voted  the  radical  ticket,  and  that  when  they  hired  them  here- 
after that  was  to  be  in  the  contract. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  Did  they  boirow  that  idea  from  the  New  England  manufacturers  t 

Answer,  Ko,  sir ;  I  got  that  idea  from  Mr.  James,  near  West  Point.  He  was  a  demo- 
crat.   I  don't  know  where  he  cot  his  idea. 

Question,  I  ask  yon  whether  lie  did  not  borrow  it  from  the  northern  manufacturers, 
who  make  all  their  men  vote  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  where  he  borrowed  it  from. 

Question.  Ton  have  heard  of  that  practice  up  there,  have  you  not  ? 

Answer.  I  never  have  been  North  m  my  life. 

Question.  I  ask  you  if  you  have  not  heard  of  that  practice  up  there  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  heard  of  that  particular  practice.  I  know,  of 
coarse,  that,  generally  speaking,  there  are  all  kinds  of  arts  and  devices  used  by  design- 
ing politicians  in  all  parties. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  the  negroes  as  a  general  thing  vote  at  the  election  last  fall  ? 

Answer.  In  Alabama  they  did,  sir.  The  election  occurred  in  Georgia  about  a  month 
after  the  Alabama  election. 

Question.  Are  the  democrats  in  that  part  of  Alabama  opposed  to  negro  suffrage  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  so  express  themselves  to  me. 

Question.  Are  they  in  favor  of  getting  rid  of  it  now,  if  they  can  f 

Answer.  They  are  not  very  ready  to  express  their  future  plans.  They  often,  in  speak- 
ing of  republicans  or  radicals,  as  they  call  them,  will  ask  me  the  question,  for  instance, 
if  I  am  in  favor  of  negro  rule.  If  I  tell  them  no,  which  I  am  not,  they  then  ask  me 
bow  I  can  vote  with  the  republican  party,  which  gives  them  the  privilege  of  voting. 
I  tell  them  I  do  it  upon  the  broad  gronnd  that  every  man  is  a  freeman,  ana  in  a  repub- 
lican form  of  government  I  think  is  entitled  to  the  franchise.  They  wijl  generally 
say,  **  Well,  we  are  not  in  favor  of  negroes  voting  or  ruling  us." 

Question,  What  are  their  sentiments  in  relation  to  colored  schools  ? 

Answer.  I  think  within  the  last  six  months  they  have  moderated  very  much.  I  think 
they  are  now  in  favor  of  educating  the  colored  children. 

Question,  Were  they  formerly  opposed  to  those  schools  f 

Answ^'  I  think,  sir,  they  were  opposed  to  any  advancement  of  the  colored  popula- 
tion ;  they  were  disposed  to  keep  tnem  as  mere  ser^ 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  any  attempt  made  to  burn  your  house  at  the  time  the  assault  was 
made  upon  it  by  this  torch-tight  procession  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  heard  they  tnrew  a  torch-light  under  Mr.  Hyman's  house. 

Question.  Did  they  make  the  assault  upon  Mr.  Hyman  at  the  same  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  visited  his  house  iirst  and  then  mine.  W^o  were  about  three 
hundred  yards  apart. 

QiieBifum.  The  same  night  t 

Answer.  Y^  sir. 

Question.  You  were  informed  that  they  attempted  to  burn  his  house  t 

Answer.  That  they  threw  a  torch-li^ht  on  his  house  or  on  the  piazza. 

Question.  Did  you  know  of  any  similar  occurrence  in  the  county  of  Chambers  f 

Answer.  Mrs.  Kandall,  who  was  teaching  a  colored  school  near  Fredonia,  Alabama, 
about  a  month  before  the  election  last  fall,  came  down  to  West  Point,  and  told  me  that 
a  party  of  disguised  men,  or  a  party  of  men — I  do  not  think  she  said  disguised— vis- 
ited the  yard  of  the  house  in  which  she  was  living,  and  in  which  resided  a  colored  man 
and  his  family  by  the  name  of  Trammel. 

Question.  What  was  done  on  that  occasion  ? 

Answer.  Thev  abused  him  and  finally  killed  him  by  shooting  him.  After  killing  him 
they  went  to  tue  bedstead  where  his  daughter  was  lying,  and  took  their  knives  and  cut 
her  vest  all  to  pieces,  and  ordered  her  to  leave,  and  she  left  at  night  about  10  o'clock. 

Question.  Did  they  kill  Trammel  or  Tramblies? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  break  up  the  school! 

Answer.  Yes.  sir ;  she  left.    They  all  had  to  leave,  and  she  left. 

Quation,  What  cause  did  you  hear  assigned  for  this  assault  t  C^  nnn]p^ 

Ansteer,  They  accused  her  of  teaching  radical  politics,  and  so  on.  <  tized  by  VjOVJglL 

Question.  Were  you  acqi^ainted  with  Mrs.  Randall? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  she  formerly  taught  a  colored  school  in  Blufftcm,  Alabama,  previoiu 
to  goin^  there. 

Question,  Where  did  she  come  from  f 

Answer*  She  came  from  some  part  of  Georgia.  I  think  from  Merriwether  County, 
Greenville,  Georgia.    She  was  the  divorced  wife  of  Dr.  Randall. 

Question,  Had  she  heen  successful  in  her  school  at  Blufi^on  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  she  had  heen  uudisturhed  there. 

Question,  Was  she  teaching  a  puhlio  school  at  the  time  ? 

Answer,  She  was  near  Fredonia.  Her  school  in  Clufitcta,  Alahama,  was  a  private 
schooL 

Question,  Did  this  colored  family  frimlsh  her  with  her  meals  t 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  she  living  in  a  portion  of  the  house  T 

Answer,  1  never  was  on  the  place.  She  said  she  was  living  in  a  house  that  was  btnH 
in  the  same  yard,  and  built  especially  for  her  by  a  Mr.  Trammel,  the  former  owner  of 
this  colored  man. 

Question,  Mr.  Trammel,  then,  was  in  favor  of  the  school? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  these  parties  were  ever  arrested? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  were  never  arrested. 

Question,  Was  any  attempt  ever  made  to  bring  them  to  trial  ? 

Answer,  There  t^  as  a  coroner's  inquest  held,  so  I  heard ;  of  course,  I  was  not  present; 
and  their  decision  was  that  he  was  killed  by  parties  unknown.  Mrs.  Randall  said  that 
she  knew  two  of  the  parties ,  and  they  lived  near  Fredouia,  or  in  Fredonia. 

Question,  She  finally  abandoned  her  school  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  she  never  returned.  The  last  I  heard  of  her  she  was  in  Ameiicns, 
Georgia. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  similar  transaction  in  that  county  ? 

Answer,  Not  that  I  remember  of ;  not  of  an  aggravated  character. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  disturbance  that  took  place  at  a  public  meeting  in 
La  Fayette,  the  county  seat  of  Chambers  County  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  present  at  a  republican  mass-meeting. 

Question,  Please  state  what  occurred  there. 

Answer,  Mr.  Rapier,  who  was  the  colored  candidate  for  secretary  of  state  on  the  re- 
publican ticket,  had  commenced  to  address  the  audience.  He  was  frequently  inter- 
rupted at  the  commencement  of  his  address  by  a  colored  man.  The  marshal  of  La  Fay- 
ette attempted  to  arrest  him.    He  broke  and  run. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Who  broke  and  run  ?  • 

Answer,  The  colored  man.  He  proceeded  some  distance  out  of  my  sight  through  the 
woods,  firin;^  at  him  with  a  pistol,  and  finally  ho  shot  him  down.  It  broke  up  tbe 
meeting.  There  were  many  prominent  republicans  there  to  speak  on  the  occasion,  and 
in  consequence  of  the  excitement  they  were  unable  to  address  the  meeting. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Knowing  the  public  sentiment  of  Chambers  County,  do  yon  think  republi- 
cans are  safe  in  advocating  their  principles  in  that  county  T 

Answer,  Not  with  that  freedom — not  with  i>erfect  freedom,  I  will  say.  They  are  not 
safe  to  speak  with  perfect  freedom — only  in  moderation.  If  they  were  what  was 
called  very  moderate  republicans,  they  might  be  tolerated.    I  think  they  would  be. 

Question.  Do  you  think  republicans  there  are  allowed  to  cast  tbeir  votes  withontiear 
of  intimidation  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  are  not.  The  day  of  the  last  election,  while  at  the  polls,  Mr. 
Robert  W.  Richards  would  frequently,  speaking  in  an  insulting  manner,  say  that  he 
would  rather  vote  for  the  damned  meanest  negro  in  the  country  than  for  Ward  or  for 
Hyman. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  The  marshal  attempted  to  arrest  this  negro,  you  say,  who  was  interrnpt- 
ing  Rapier  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  attempted  to  arrest  him  and  knocked  him  down,  I  think,  wHb  a 
dub.  and  then  the  negro  jumped  up  and  ran. 

Question.  And  then  he  shot  him  ? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  after  pursuing  him  a  short  distance. 

Question.  And  killed  him  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 


By  the  Chairman  :  ^  j 

Question,  Was  that  the  marshal  of  the  town  f  Digitized  by  VjOOglC 

Question,  Yes,  sir  ]  not  of  the  meeting. 


/ 
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ByMr.  Blaib:  ' 

Qumtion,  Who  was  this  marshal ;  what  is  his  Dame  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  his  name  just  now,  sir. 

Question.  Rapier,  who  was  speaking,  was  a  colored  man  t      * 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  candidate  for  secretary  of  state  of  Alabama. 

Question.  A  republican  candidate  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  negro  interrupted  him  t 

Aunfcn:  Yes,  sir. 

Qu4f<:ioH.  Soveral  negro  men  interrupted  him? 

An«mr.  No»  sir  5  only  one. 

Qutstion.  What  did  he  sayf 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  heard.  It  was  loud  talking,  ''That's  not  so/'  or 
something  of  that  kind.    I  do  not  remember  his  exact  language. 

Question.  He  was  then  knocked  down  with  a  club  by  the  marshal  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  by  the  white  marshal  of  the  town  of  La  Fayette. 

Question.  And  then  shot  dead? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  does  not  look  as  if  there  was  much  intimidation  by  democrats  on  that 
day. 

Queetion.  I  do  not  know  the  politics  of  the  colored  man  that  was  killed,  sir;  I  un- 
derstood that  they  were  democratic. 

Question.  The  intimidation  was  rather  on  the  other  side,  was  it  not,  in  that  instance  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say,  sir. 

Question.  You  could  not  express  an  opinion  about  that  f 

Answer.  I  knew  nothing  of^  either  the  marshal  or  the  colored  man.  It  was  the  opin- 
iou  of  the  colored  men  generally  that  it  was  done  to  disturb  the  meeting.    - 

Qwsstion.  Would  not  the  knocking  him  down  and  driving  him  on  with  a  club 
probably  have  been  sufficient  punishment  for  an  interruption  of  that  kind  of  a  public 
meeting  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  circumstances  would  justify  him  in  knocking 
him  down  or  usinff  such  harsh  means  as  he  used. 

Question.  Knocking  him  down  certainly  did  not  justify  him  in  killing  him  f 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Qne^tion.  That  is  not  a  circumstance  which  goes  to  show  that  colored  men  are  in- 
timidated by  democrats? 

Answer.  That  was  the  opinion  of  the  colored  men  on  that  occasion,  that  it  was  in- 
terference with  a  republican  meeting. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Who  was  this  marshal  ? 
Answer.  I  have  forgotten  his  name.    I  heard  it  at  the  time,  but  I  never  knew  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  his  politics? 
Ansicer.  I  understood  he  was  a  democrat. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Who  shot  a  democrat  for  interfering  with  a  republican  meeting  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  two  diiferent  tales  about  the  negro.  Some  negroes  said  he  was  a 
democrat,  some  said  he  was  a  republican. 

Question.  And  you  heard  that  the  marshal  was  a  democrat  ? 

Anst^er.  Yes,  sir.  I  never  knew  the  negro.  I  think  the  negro  was  intoxicated  on 
the  occasion ;  he  looked  so,  and  I  heard  also  that  he  had  been  drinking. 

Question.  Was  anything  ever  done  to  i^nnish  the  marshal  for  this  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  not.  I  have  visited  La  Fayette  several  times  since,  and  I 
have  seen  him  walking  about  there,  and  have  heard  that  nothing  was  ever  done  with 
him. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Why  was  the  meeting  abandoned? 

Aiisirer.  In  consequence  of  the  excitement  that  grew  out  of  the  killing  of  the  negro. 

Question.  Was  there  any  threatening  demonstration  afterward  ? 

Answer.  A  great  many  whites  from  La  Fayette  came  there  to  the  crowd  and  remarked 
that  if  any  such  meeting  was  ever  gotten  up  again  they  would  kill  the  leaders  of  it,  such 
men  a«  Powell  and  others.  Powefl  was  the  minister  of  the  colored  church  there  and 
tho  chairman  of  the  meeting. 

Question.  And  in  view  of  those  threats  the  meeting  was  abandoi^6d:>  after  this 
occurrence?  Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 
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Question,  So  that  there  was  no  speaking  f 

Answer.  No  speaking.  Late  in  the  afternoon  the  crowd  quieted  down  and  there  was 
some  little  speaking.  I  think  Mr.  William  Y.  Tomer,  of  Wetnmpka,  made  »  few 
remarks  some  four  or  fiiK  houk«  afterward  to  a  few.  There  were  probably  tbree  or 
four  hundred  lefb  of  the  fifteen  hundred  that  had  been  there,  I  suppose.  Mr.  WHliam 
y.  Turner  got  up  and  made  a  few  pleasant  remarks  to  those  who  were  left 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  it  supposed  that  the  marshal  who  inflicted  this  pnidshment  upon  the 
negro  designed  to  interrupt  and  break  up  the  meeting  f 

Answer.  That  was  th^  supposition  among  the  colored  men  who  expressed  their 
opinion  to  me.    It  was  not  my  own  opinion. 

Question.  What  justification  was  there  for  his  pursuing  the  negro  into  the  woods 
when  he  had  lefb  the  house  and  ceased  to  disturb  the  meeting?  What  pretext  was 
there  for  running  after  him  and  firing  upon  him  t 

Anvicer.  The  meeting  was  in  a  grove,  not  in  the  house.  In  my  ofiinion,  I  did  not 
think  there  was  any  pretext,  and  that  in  pursuing  him  he  pursued  him  perhaps  firom 
the  excitement  of  the  moment. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  negro  interfered  with  and  interrupted  the 
meeting  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  interrupted  the  speaker  by  replying  to  him  or  saying  that  such 
a  thing  was  not  so. 

Question.  And  that  the  negro  was  drunk  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  looked  intoxicated. 

Question^  That  the  mai^shal  attempted  to  prevent  this  interruption,  and  interfered  to 
arrest  the  negro  who  made  the  interruption  t  • 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qttestion.  And  knocked  him  down,  and  then  pursued  him  and  killed  him  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  the  negro  was  a  democrat? 

Answer.  I  heard  some  negroes  say  he  was  a  democrat,  and  I  have  heard  some  say  he 
was  not.     I  am  not  able  to  say  what  he  was ;  I  do  not  know. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Were  there  many  whites  present  at  that  meeting  t 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  suppose  some  twenty-five  or  thirty. 
Qwestion.  Were  they  democrats  f 
Answer.  About  half  of  them,  I  presume,  were  democrats. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  None  of  them  interrupted  the  meeting,  did  they  t 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Mr.  Holmes,  John  F.  Holmes,  the  editor  of  a  La  Fayette  paper  at 
the  time,  was  there.  I  invited  him  myself  to  take  a  seat  on  the  speaker's  stand,  which 
he  did.  He  afterward  published  a  piece  giving  a  description  of  the  affair,  in  which 
he  spoke  of  mo  as  trying  to  allay  the  difficulty.  He  said  that  I  made  a  strong  effort  to 
allay  and  quiet  the  affair. 

-^^     By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  What  was  Rapier  saying  at  the  time  he  was  interrupted  t 
Answer.  I  don't  remember  positively ;  it  was  upon  general  things.     His  ideas  were 
.general  at  the  time ;  it  was  upon  the  general  policy  or  the  republican  party.     ^ 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  colored  people  who  were  there  on  the 
^ound  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  arrest  of  this  man  was  made  as  a  pretext  for  break- 
ing up  the  meeting  f 

Answer.  That  was  the  ojiinion  of  many  of  the  colored  men. 

Question.  The  most  of  tliis  audience  was  colored  people  ?  • 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  of  fifteen  hundred  present,  I  do  not  suppose  there  were  over  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  white  persons. 

Question.  They  baa  got  together  two  or  three  colored  orators  to  address  them  1 

^fisicer.  Yes,  sir :  Mr.  Rapier,  Mr.  William  V.  Turner,  of  Wetnmpka ;  Migor  Norris, 

/^^didate  for  Congress,  was  invited,  and  was  present  and  addressed  them. 

Ansfi*^^'  ^  ^"<l®r8^>id  you  to  say  that  Mr.  Rapier  did  not  speak  long  t 
o*.  No,  sir ;  he  had  not  spoken  more  than  five  or  ten  minutes. 
Mm.  There  was  no  other  speaking  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  some  four  or  fire 

QuesA^rward,  when  Mr.  Turner  made  some  remarks  f 

QuesCT'  There  was  no  other  speaking.    That  broke  up  Mr.  Rapier's  speaking. 


ALABAMA — SUB-COMMITTEE.  1091 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

Questitnu  Do  you  know  this  woman  Randall  T 

Answer,  I  knew  her  some  several  months  before  she  went  to  Fredonia  to  teach 
school. 

Question.  You  say  she  was  the  divorced  wife  of  some  one  f 

Answer,  Of  Dr.  Kandall,  once  grand  master  of  the  lodge — of  the  Masonic  Lodge  of 
the  State  of  (Georgia. 

Question,  What  was  her  character  f 

dnswer,  I  never  heard  anything  against  her  character,  so  far  as  virtne  is  concerned. 


MoNTGOMEEY,  ALABAMA,  October  19,  1871. 

JOHN  M.  BUTLER  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Will  you  state  your  residence  and  occupation  f 

Answer,  Tuskegee,  Alabama ;  I  am  a  minister. 

Question,  Of  the  Methodist  Church  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  The  object  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Butler,  is  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  the 
laws  are  executed  in  Alabama,  and  to  what  extent  life  and  property  are  safe  hero. 
We  wish  that  you  would  state  to  the  committee  any  disturbances  that  have  occurred 
in  your  neighborhood,  of  which  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge,  or  upon  such 
information  as  you  deem  reliable.  This  investigation  covers  a  space  of  two  or  three 
y^rs,  as  the  occurrences  have  taken  place. 

Answer,  I  have  been  in  Tuskegee  for  going  on  six  years.  This  last  gone  June  was  a 
year  ago,  and  the  4th  of  June.  The  first  disturbance  that  I  had  any  particular  knowl- 
edge of  was  the  so-called  riot  of  Mr.  James  H.  Alston. 

Question,  Will  you  give  the  particulars  of  that  affair  t 

Answer,  They  had  a  meeting  over  to  my  church,  where  they  had  formerly  met,  hav- 
ing nowheres  else,  and  on  that  night  I  was  not  with  them.  There  was  some  aisturbance 
took  place  at  the  church,  and  my  residence  not  being  very  far  from  the  church — I  was 
pastor — it  called  my  attention.  There  was  a  little  aisturbance  among  the  men  down 
there,  talking  a  little  louder  than  I  thought  was  right.  I  went  down  to  the  church  to 
see  what  was  the  circumstances,  and  I  was  informed  that  it  was  a  little  talk  between 
the  men,  the  parties,  the  colored  men  of  the  church,  and  I  went  back  home.  After 
that  the  meeting  broke  up  and  they  all  retired  home.  I  went  to  bed,  and  in  about  an 
hour,  I  reckon,  after  I  got  to  bed  tnere  was  an  alarm.  A  little  giii  at  my  door,  from 
Mr.  Alston's  residence,  was  crying  for  help,  that  Mr.  Alston  and  wife  was  shot,  as  I 
could  understand  it.  I  got  up,  but  m^  wife  would  not  permit  me  to  go  out.  I  did  not 
know  hardly  what  was  the  matter ;  everything  appeared  to  be  excited  right  then. 
That  excitement  continued  until  day,  after  which  time  it  circulated  around  in  the  sur- 
rounding country.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Alston,  the  colored  people,  of  course,  thought 
that  he  would  be  killed,  and  they  came  to  assist  him,  I  suppose.  They  passed  my 
house  in  squads,  a  good  many  of  his  friends,  and  some  would  speak  a  word  to  me  as 
they  passed  on.  M^ing  some  little  inquiries  where  they  were  going,  I  learned  that  they 
were  going  to  Mr.  Alston's.  They  had  heard  he  was  murdered,  or  shot,  or  assassinated, 
and  they  were  going  to  protect  him.  That  continued,  and  they  went  to  work  as  beet 
they  could,  and,  from  what  I  know,  several  of  the  colored  men  (!ame  down  here,  some 
afoot,  at  night,  to  see  the  governor,  and  I  saw  them  on  their  return.  They  came.back 
with  advices  that  they  must  try  to  do  the  best  they  could  to  protect  themselves ;  that  they 
had  a  right  to  protect  themselves,  or  something  like  that,  and  they  continued  to  protect 
Mr.  Alston.  The  white  citizens  got  a  little  alarmed  and  they  armed  themselves. 
Everything  was  in  a  roar  of  excitement.  I  tried  to  stay  as  close  as  I  could.  I  did 
not  know  what  would  take  place.  Then  the  governor  came  up.  Aftei;  the  governor 
came  up  and  made  a  little  speech — I  did  not  hear  it  at  all,  bat  I  saw  what  followed — 
there  was  a  patrol  gotten  up  there  then  of  whites  that  I  cannot  tell  the  number  of 
exactly ;  but  I  never  saw  such  excitement  in  all  my  days  in  time  of  p^^*  I  did  not 
know  whether  to  stay  at  home  or  not,  everything  was  so  excited.  The  colored  men 
were  arrested  in  every  direction  and  taken  up,  those  who  knew  anything  and  those 
who  did  not.  I  do  not  know  how  I  escaped :  I  cannot  tell  how  I  did  escape.  I  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it  anyway,  more  than  I  have  told  you  about.  I  advised  a  little 
as  to  peace.  The  white  friends  then  took  me  in  their  midst  to  try  to  keep  down  what 
they  called  the  riot,  to  advise  the  people  as  to  the  best.  I  did  what  I  could  to  advise 
them  when  I  saw  it  was  necessary,  the  men  who  were  protecting  Mr.  Alston,  as  they 
thought,  to  not  make  any  more  threats  than  they  possibly  could  or  carry  their  arms 
out,  those  that  were  there  to  protect  him.  I  did  what  I  could  in  that  direction ._  There 
wae  nobody  killed,  except  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alston  were  shot.  % 
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Questioiu  How  many  shots  were  fired  tbat  night  at  his  house  f 

Answer.  The  night  they  shot  I  could  not  t«ll ;  they  just  all  went  off  at  once. 

Questian,  How  was  Alston  shot  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  Who  tired  the  shot  that  struck  him  ? 

Ansicer,  There  wa»  one  shot,  and  then  the  others  fired  afterward,  so  I  was  infiNrmed, 
and  they  said  the  firing  was  from  the  outside,  Irom- white  gentlemen ;  a^  the  colored 
people  were  around. 

Question,  Could  you  see  the  party  that  made  the  attack  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  my  house  was  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 
Question,  You  are  now  speaking  of  the  subsequent  attack  on  the  church  f 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  am  speaking  of  the  so-called  riot  a  little  over  a  year  ago. 
Question.  Of  the  time  when  Alston  was  shot! 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  then  representative  of  the  county. 

By  Mr.  Bdciclky  : 

Question,  How  waa  Alston  injured  f 

Answer,  He  was  shot  in  the  back  as  he  was  sitting  upon  his  bed  smoking  his  cigar. 
He  was  shot  in  his  back  and  the  left  side. 

Question.  Were  the  rest  of  his  family  injured  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  his  wife  now  has  a  shot  in  the  foot.  She  was  then  in  the  family^ 
way,  soon  to  be  delivered.  She  was  lying  in  bed,  talking  with  him.  Bb  had  J8st 
undressed  to  go  to  bed. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  cause  was  assigned  for  this  attack  on  his  bouse  aud 
family  f 

Anstcer,  I  do  not.  • 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  it  stated  ? 

Anstcer.  I  have  heard  so  many  different  tales,  I  never  knew  what  to  do  with  any  oi 
them. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  formed  an  opinion  in  regard  to  them  ? 

Answer,  Well,  no,  sir ;  I  never  have. 

Question.  Were  any  of  the  parties  arrested  f 

Ar.  w.:-.  Yes,  sir ;  some  three  or  four  colored  men,  who  differed  a  little  that  night  in 
their  debates  in  the  meeting. 

Question.  Was  there  an  attack  made  subsequently  to  this  on  the  church? 

Answer,  I  will  come  to  this  now.  I  have  got  through  the  other  riot,  with  Alston. 
Now,  the  3d  of  this  month  one  year  ago,  on  Monday,  there  was  spelling  at 
Tuskegee,  Judge  Bice  and  others,  and  all  before  that  up  to  October  there  had 
been  regular  patrol  of  the  white  friends,  after  Alston^s  riot,  and  sou^e  of  the 
men  broke  jail  and  they  searched  it,  and  evei^rthing  put  together  kept  the  excite- 
all    '       "  '  " 


ment  up  all  the  time.  I  was  perfectlv  quiet  in  mv  feelings  as  to  the  patroL  I 
did  not  think  anybody  was  going  to  nurt  me.  I  had  the  regular  official  board 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  the  finances  of  the  church  monthly,  and 
this  board  meeting  was  the  first  Monday  in  each  month,  (Monday  night,)  for  the  par- 
pose  before  stated ;  and  that  Monday  there  was  a  spirit  such  as  I  did  not  know  among 
the  people.  They  seemed  to  be  mad ;  but  I  did  not  think  anything  about  myself  that 
I  was  in  any  danger  at  all,  (I  was  friendly  to  everybody,)  or  I  should  not  have  met  that 
night.  My  board  came  together  as  usuiJ,  at  the  usual  hour,  Monday  night,  the  3d  of 
October  last,  and  we  went  on  very  well  and  got  nearly  through  with  the  matteca  of 
tiie  meeting,  when  it  was  near  about  11  o^clock,  as  well  as  I  can  Judge,  and  I  had  got 
tired'  of  sitting  in  the  chair.  I  was  chairman  of  the  meeting  as  pastor  of  the  church. 
I  had  an  old  man,  a  father  of  the  chuich  there,  to  come  up,  and  I  ^ve  him  my  chair 
for  a  few  minutes  and  went  out  for  a  purpose,  and  the  moon  was  shining  dimly.  Whea 
I  got  to  the  door,  stepping  out  in  the  shade  of  a  little  tree  in  front  of  the  door,  I  dis- 
covered two  men.  They  seemed  to  be  locked  heads,  walking  toward  me  to  the 
church.  I  looked  at  them  and  saw  they  were  white  friends— friends,  aa  I  supposed. 
I  did  not  feel  the  least  afraid.  In  a  short  time  after  I  turned  around.  Just  beyond  my 
church  there  is  a  beautiful  grove  of  woods ;  school  used  to  be  there.  It  is  just  at 
the  edge  of  the  grove  I  heard  a  horse  snort,  and  I  looked  there  and  I  could  see  any  quan- 
tity of  horses'  feet  and  legs,  but  I  could  not  see  the  bodies.  I  did  not  feel  frightened 
then.  I  turned  around  and  had  one  mind  to  meet  these  gentlemen  comingr  towaid 
me.    I  thought  it  was  just  the  regular  patrol.    Then  again  I  thought  I  would 

go  in  the  church,  and  I  went  in  the  church  and  went  to  my  seat  and  sat  dowo. 
>y  this  time  they  had  gathered  all  right  around  the  church  as  quick  as  tbat 
My  men  were  about  eighteen  in  number,  I  think.  The  official  bosfd  consist* 
of  about  eighteen  members,  the  class -leaders  and  the  trustees  of  the  ohoreh. 
Some  of  them  began  to  get  frightened.  They  heard  the  horses  around  the  chnveb. 
They  got  up  and  commeiyed  going  to  the  windows,  and  I  said,  **  Take  yonis 
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ft  ie  nobody  but  the  white  brethren ;  nobody  to  harm  yon."  They  obeyed  mo, 
and  some  of  them  went  back  to  their  seats,  and  in  about  one  or  two  minutes 
from  that  time  I  was  advising  a  man  that  passed  his  character  before  me.  I  was  just 
with  his  hand  in  mine.  He  was  just  about  to  go  to  take  his  seat,  and  one  of  the 
disinterested  men,  sitting  off  a  piece,  belonged  to  the  board — he  is  here  in  town  now, 
and  is  shot — Columbus  Mitchell— he  was  going  to  be  reinstated  that  night,  for  bo 
had  been  turned  out  of  the  church,  and  he  was  sitting  off  a  little.  He  had  the  priv- 
ilege to  walk  to  the  door,  and  he  walked  to  the  door.  About  the  time  I  let  the  man's 
hand  go  the  firing  come  at  the  door— a  pistol  fired.  When  that  pistol  fired  at  that  door 
ail  the  excitement  in  the  world  was  squandering  my  men  in  the  church.  The  men  en- 
tered^ and  I  could  hardly  have  a  chance  to  see ;  but  I  saw  one  man  enter  and  he  began  shoot- 
ing nght  aw^.  I  fell  over  my  seat  and  went  under  my  pulpit ;  fortunately  it  had  a  hole 
underneath.  One  of  the  men  inside  of  the  altar  says,  ^^  Elder,  what  shall  I  do  f '  And  another 
says  to  me,  "  Get  under  the  pulpit,"  and  I  got  under  the  pulpit,  and  there  was  about  three 
of  us  got  under  there,  and  thea  there  was  such  firing  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  whole 
world  was  turned  loose ;  such  shooting  of  guns  and  nring,  I  reckon,  I  never  heard  as 
there  was  for  three  or  four  seconds ;  it  was  as  fast  as  I  ever  heard.  During  this  time 
they  shot  and  wounded  five,  killing  two.  They  killed  one  instantly ;  at  least  he  died 
that  night.  When  we  found  him  he  was  dead.  The  other  one  died  about  three  days 
afterward.  While  I  was  lying  under  the  pulpit  and  flinching  from  being  shot,  if  I 
wrould  try  to  see,  and  thought  to  save  my  head,  I  would  stick  it  out  and  down  it  would 
go.  The  church  altar  has  a  kind  of  bench  with  a  box  so  you  can  get  into  it.  One 
fellow  went  In  there.  He  did  not  know  I  was  there.  I  saw  the  danger  and  I  said, 
"Out  the  light."  This  fellow  found  out  where  I  was  and  tried  to  get  under  there.  I 
Bcolded  him,  and  he  obeyed  me  when  I  said  "  Out  the  light,"  and  raised  up  then  and 
catched  the  light.  There  was  only  one  light  on  the  altar  and  he  raised  up  and  catched 
it  and  blowed  the  light  out.  If  he  had  not  done  that  we  would  have  been  dvery  one 
killed.  Then  the  firing  ceased  and  one  of  those  men  called,  **  Mount  your  horses,  men," 
and  they  mounted  and  left,  and  I  was  glad  to  hear  it.  My  wife  and  nine  or  tfen  that 
lived  right  around  the  church  heard  this,  and  of  all  the  squealing  you  over  heard  in 
the  world  that  was  the  worst.  I  crawled  out  from  under  the  altar  then.  The  secre- 
tary was  gone  from  the  table,  and  all  the  papers  and  all  the  church  money,  which  was 
about  $40,  was  lying  there  in  the  dark.  I  found  that  and  all  the  pai>ers,  and  got 
everything  in  my  arms,  and  slipped  to  the  door  and  got  out  and  got  away  to  my  house. 
Question.  How  many  men  do  you  think  were  in  the  company  that  made  this  assault 
at  that  time  f 

Answer.  I  could  not  tell;  I  could  not  make  a  near  guess,  there  looked  to  be  so  many. 
It  looked  like  there  were  twelve  or  fifteen  horses,  and  1  saw  these  two  men  afoot. 
Qnestion,  Do  you  know  how  many  shots  were  fired  T 

Answer.  I  could  not  tell  you  exactly.    I  counted  afterward  in  the  church,  and  I  could 
8<*e  the  marks  of,  I  think,  between  twelve  and  fifteen.    They  are  there  now. 
Question,  Did  you  see  one  man  enter  the  door  of  the  church  f 
Answer.  I  saw  that  man  myself. 
Question.  Did  you  recognize  him  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  a  stranger  to  you  f 

Answer.  He  might  not  have  been,  but  I  hadn't  time  to  know  him.    Aq  soon  as  I  saw 
his  face  I  turned  over. 
Question.  Was  be  a  white  man  or  a  colored  man  f 

Answer.  He  was  a  white  man ;  he  had  a  white  face ;  I  saw  that  plainly. 
Question.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  this  party  were  disguised  ? 
Ansu^er.  There  was  a  mask  found  at  the  church  the  next  day ;  some  one  found  it. 
Question.  Supposed  to  have  been  dropped  there  that  night! 
Anstver.  They  supposed  so ;  they  never  made  any  particular  inquiries  about  that. 
Qu&tion.  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  who  was  killed  f 

Answer.  Andrew  Geary,  one  of  my  class -leaders.    He  was  class-leader  No.  6,  and  a 
splendid  wheelwright. 
Question.  What  were  the  names  of  those  wounded  ? 
Answer. .  The  other  one  that  died  was  Abram  Moss. 
Question.  Ton  say  one  man  that  was  wounded  is  here  now  t 

Anstcer.  Y^,  sir.    He  has  a  ball  in  him  now.    His  name  is  Columbus  Mitchell. 
The  other  one  was  shot  through  the  arm ;  that  was  Felix  Wright.    Another  was  Adam 
Goehe  ;  he  was  wounded. 
Question.  Were  any  of  these  jmrties  who  made  the  assault  arrested  f 
Answer.  Not  one. 

Qnestion,  Do  yon  think  that  these  men  were  the  men  who  came  from  Hunnicutt  to 
at^nd  the  pubUo  meeting  that  day  at  the  court-house  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not,  sir. 

Question.  Some  witnesses  have  thought  that  colored  parties  from  Hunnicutt,  who 
were  in  favor  of  the  nominees  who  were  nominated  at  Huni^cutt,  came  up  to  the  pub- 
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lie  meeting  at  Tnskegee,  and  that  at  Tuskegce  other  parties  were  uominatedy  and  that 
on  that  account  the  Hnnuicntt  people  were  offended  and  made  this  assault. 

Anatoer,  That  is  a  wide  mistake.  I  have  had  a  private  interview  with  prominent  gcD* 
tlemen  of  the  town  since,  and  they  told  me  the  general  opinion  of  the  citizens. 
They  told  me  this,  hut  the^  did  not  care  ahout  their  names  being  mentioned.  They 
'  told  me  they  were  rightly  informed  that  day  by  some  mean  persons  that  there  was 
ffoing  to  be  a  League  meeting  held  over  at  the  church  that  night ;  that  this  man  Alston, 
from  Montgomery,  would  be  there.  Alston  was  here  then,  you  see.  He  had  left  Tns- 
kegee  and  come  down  here ;  he  had  had  to  run  off.  They  had  been  going  on  and  ar- 
resting men  during  that  proceeding  on  the  riot,  and  were  going  to  arrest  him,  and  he 
in  his  afdictions  got  away  from  there. 

Questian.  They  supposed  he  was  coming  back  to  hold  a  meeting  that  night  in  the 
church  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  informed  me  that,  that  he  would  be  there  in  that  church  that 
night.  That  is  what  I  was  informed,  and  for  that  purpose ;  they  knew  nothing;  of  niv 
ofiicial  church  meeting.  This  was  the  opinion  of  good  friends.  They  supposca  that  if 
they  had  known  that  my  meeting  was  such,  the  shooting  would  not  have  beeu.  That 
was  the  opinion  of  good  white  friends. 

Queation,  You  spoke  about  these  patrols.  You  say  the  patrol  company  was  organized 
in  June  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  it  was  continued  until  November  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    They  were  out  at  any  time  riding :  they  always  had  the  post^. 

Question,  Did  they  go  riding  through  the  county  preceding  the  election  ! 

AnsiGer,  I  did  not  meet  them  much;  I  was  on  my  mission  a  good  deal;  but  still  I 
^lily  knew  them  about  town,  and  three  or  four  or  live  miles  distant. 

Qvesiion,  You  spoke  about  some,  persons  being  arrested  at  the  time  of  this  riot ;  who 
were  they  ? 

Answer.  1  cannot  call  all  the  names ;  there  was  a  great  many.  They  were  sent  to  the 
chain-gang  to  the  railroad. 

Question.  They  arrested  people  who  came  in  from  the  country  around  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Supposed  to  be  leaders  T 

Answer.  Ye^^,  sir. 

QuMiion.  What  was  done  with  them  f 

Answer.  They  were  convicted. 
•  Question.  How  many  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you  exactly  the  number ;  it  was  a  good  many. 

Question.  What  was  done  with  them? 

Answer.  They  were  carried  off  to  the  railroad. 

Question,  They  had  to  work  out  their  fines  there  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  some  of  them  have  just  got  out  lat-ely. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  any  were  let  off  on  the  pledge  that  they  would  leave 
the  county  ? 

Answer.'  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  exactly  how  many,  but  two  to  my  knowledge ;  Henry  Cook,  that 
wa^  cleared  with  the  pledge  that  he  would  leave  the  county,  was  one. 

Question.  Henry  Cook  had  been  quite  a  prominent  man  there  f 

Ansteer.  O,  ye^,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  one  who  was  a  candidate  for  the  legislature — ^for  the  nomination  at 
the  convention  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  don^t  think  he  was;  Henry  St.  Clair  was.  Henry  Cook  was  a  lead- 
ing man  of  the  colored  people  there. 

Question.  But  the  men  who  were  arrested  for  firing  upon  Alston^s  house  were  ac- 
quitted f 

Answei'.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  arrested  and  all  proved  clear ;  at  least  they  are  out  there 
now. 

Question.  Thejr  still  remain  in  the  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Some  are  out  on  bond,  and  some  have  beeu  cleared  ? 

Answet\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  disturbances  in  that  county  ? 

An.sncer.  I  do  not  know  particuhirly  of  any  others  than  those  two  I  spoke  of  that  I 
know  of.   There  are  others,  but  1  do  not  know  the  particulars. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  others  t 

Answer.  1  could  not  turn  in  my  mind  ri^ht  away  to  others. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  schools  being  broken  up  in  the  county,  or  any  school- 
houses  being  burned  ?  ^ 
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Answer.  I  had  two  churches  burned.  One  of  them  w^  burned,  but  I  could  not  say 
how  that  was  burned.  There  was  two  parties.  A  gentleman  wanted  to  teach. 

Que^i^on,  Which  one  was  that  f 

Jn^icer.  The  one  down  at  Franklin.  We  could  not  tell  exactly  how  that  got  burned 
down.  Two  young  men  wanted  the  school,  and  they  were  running  against  each  other, 
and  we  didn't  know  how  the  thing  happened.  One  gained  it,  and  before  he  got  into 
it,  to  te^hing,  it  burned  up. 

Questidn.  How  was  the  teacher  employed  f 

Answer,  Well,  Independent.  I  believe  it  was  for  an  independent  school.  I  can't  say 
particularly  now ;  I  think  it  was  an  independent  school. 

Question,  What  was  the  other  instance  T 

Answer,  That  was  directly  after  the  shooting  in  my  cjiurch.  The  church  was  shot 
into  on  Monday  night.  Monday  was  the  3d,  and  about  the  6th  of  that  month  I  got 
news  of  the  burning  of  that  church  of  mine,  just  below  me.  It  seems  that  the  same 
parties  burned  it.    I  never  got  the  news  until  afterward. 

Question,  Was  it  burned  tne  same  night  t 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  seemed  that  they  went  on  down  that  way,  and  didn't  turn  back 
iato  town. 

Question,  Tour  impression  is  that  it  was  homed  on  the  same  night  of  the  firing  at 
the  church  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  tell  exactly  the  night. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  What  church  was  that  T 

Anmrer,  The  Sweet  Gum  church  on  the  Zion  road,  ten  miles  from  Tnskegee ;  also  a 
laige  shed  that  I  kept  as  a  church.  The  property  did  not  belong  to  me  or  the  colored 
people.    The  Warrior  Stand,  it  was  burned ;  that  was  some  time  before  that. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

QuesHo^i,  Did  you  ever  hear  who  that  was  burned  by  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  we  never  got  the  particulars  about  that. 

Question,  Was  it  burned  in  the  nignt  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  all  this  was  done  last  year. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  that  Judge  Dougherty  was  shot  at  in  that  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  don't  remember  the  time  ne  was  shot  at,  but  it  was  on  leaving 
Chehaw  he  was  shot. 

Question,  You  are  pretty  well  acquainted  with  Macon  County  f 

Answer.  Pretty  well.  ^ 

Question,  From  your  knowledge  of  the  county,  do  you  think  that  republicans  are  safe 
there  iii  advocating  their  sentiments  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  if  I  were  to  speak  freely,  I  would  say  not  at  this  time. 

Question,  Are  republicans  free  there  to  vote  in  accordance  with  their  wishes  without 
any  intimidation  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  are. 

Question.  Do  you  think  there  was  any  intimidation  used  at  the  last  State  election 
held  last  fall  in  that  county  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  particularly. 

Question.  What  would  be  the  effect  of  these  raids,  and  the  fact  that  these  patrols 
were  going  over  the  county ;  would  it  not  have  a  tendency  to  keep  a  great  many  col- 
ored people  away  from  the  polls  f 

Answer.  I  have  a  very  large  district.  I  go  over  a  good  portion  of  the  county.  There 
are  some  twenty-six  churches  in  my  district ;  and  since  last  June  a  year  ago  there  has 
been  quite  a  change  in  my  people.  What  little  conversation  I  had  with  them  showed:, 
quite  a  change  in  them. 

Question,  They  seem  more  timid,  do  they  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  a  great  many  are  leaving  the  county,  or  speaking  of  leav- 
ing it. 

Question,  Leaving  because  of  the  unsettled  feeling  they  have,  and  the  insecurity 
there  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  find  much  opposition  to  the  education  of  your  race  in  your  county 
now? 

Anstwer,  Not  much  now. 

Question,  That  has  diminished  very  much  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  You  spoke  of  several  people  who  were  arrested  and  convicted  and  carried 
off  to  the  railroad,  and  made  to  work  out  their  fines ;  on  what  charge  were  they  ar- 
rested? 
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Answer.  The  charge  of  tliat  riot. 

Question,  At  Alston's  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  they  aU  colored  people  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  all  colored  people. 

Qu€sti4m,  Were  you  present  at  the  investi^tion  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  go  into  the  court-house  either  time ;  I  kept  dose  about 
my  own  house.    I  was  very  much  alarmed. 

QuesHan,  You  did  not  hear  the  testimony  t 

Answer,  I  did  not  hear  the  testimony  of  either  party. 

Question,  What  is  your  Opinion  as  to  who  made  that  attack  upon  Alston's  house  f 

Answer,  Well,  judge,  I  could  not  say ;  I  hardly  have  an  opinion  about  it. 

Qvkestion,  Do  you  believe  it  was  made  by  the  colored  people,  or  by  the  white  people? 

Answer,  It  is  mightily  mixed  up^^sir ;  I  cannot  tell.    Alston  had  so  many  enemies. 

Question,  Enemies  among  his  own  people  f 

Answer.  Some  among  his  own  and  a  great  many  among  the  whites.  He  is  very  free- 
spoken,  and  always  speaks  his  mind  upon  everything,  and  it  caused  him  to  have  a 
great  many  enemies. 

Question.  Was  he  particularly  obnoxious  to  the  white  people  on  account  of  the  influ- 
ence which  he  exerted  over  the  minds  of  the  colored  people  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  could  not  say,  judge,  particularly ;  he  was  a  straight,  go-forward 
kind  of  a  man. 

Qtiestian,  Was  he  representative  at  that  time  from  Macon  County  in  the  State  legis- 
lature f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  the  democrats  very  much  opposed  to  him  on  that  account  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  there  any  white  people  arrested  and  punished  for  that  attack  f 

Answer,  None  as  I  know  of,  sir. 

Question,  Has  anybody  ever  been  arrested  for  firing  upon  your  people  that  night  sii 
the  colored  church  t 

Answer,  There  has  been  no  man  ever  arrested  yet. 

Question,  What  efforts  were  made  by  the  community  to  discover  who  had  committed 
this  outrage  f 

Answer,  I  never  saw  but  very  little  effort  made ;  they  said  they  could  not  discover 
anything.    They  held  an  inquest  over  the  body  of  that  dead  man  the  next  morning. 

Question,  Did  the  coroner  examine  witnesses  f 

Anitcer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  little ;  most  of  the  men  who  were  present  in  the  church  at  the 
shooting. 

Question,  Did  the  matter  drop  there ;  was  there  no  fhrther  effort  made  i^ter  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  coroner  to  discover  the  authors  of  this  mischief? 

Answer,  Very  little,  sir.  The  day  I  was  going  to  bury  this  man,  General  Battle  and 
some  other  gentlemen  with  him  in  company  met  me  on  the  street  aa  I  started  to  the 
grave-yard,  and  offered  me  any  assistance  I  wished  in  the  world.  They  would  give  me 
aid,  they  said. 

Question.  Is  General  Battle  a  leading  democrat  in  that  part  of  the  country  f 

Anstver,  Yes,  sir.    He  was  at  the  head  of  that  patrol  squad;  he  had  that  post. 

Question,  You  say  that  patrol  was  continued  until  November  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  as  it  was  dispersed  at  all ;  it  was  ready  at  any  moment.  I 
could  meet  up  with  men  at  any  time  that  belonged  to  it. 

Question,  Did  they  ride  at  night,  or  during  the  day  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  principally  rode  at  night. 

Question.  How  strong  a  force  had  they  T 

Anstcer,  At  first  I  think  it  was  about  forty  strong. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  of  anything  they  did  in  these  various  ridings ;  did  they  make 
any  arrests  Y 

Answer.  They  arrested  these  men  I  told  you  of  that  were  carried  to  the  chain-gangs. 
They  made  nearly  aU  those  arrests. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Those  arrests  were  made  of  parties  that  came  in  to  defend  Alston  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  These  men  who  were  arrested  and  convicted  were  not  there  at  all  when  the 
house  was  fired  upon  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  at  all.    They  only  came  in,  and  were  arrested. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  :  Digitized  by  CjOOQIc 

Question.  After  the  fight  ? 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qmet^on,  Those  who  came  in  to  protect  Alston  were  arrested  for  inciting  a  rioty^md 
tried  upon  that  f 
Amwer,  Tes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairican  : 

i^tesHoH.  How  many  do  you  think  were  convicted  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember.  I  cannot  turn  to  the  number  right  now  in  my  mind, 
hot  there  were  a  good  many.  Afterwards,  just  wherever  they  could  hear  of  a  leading 
colored  man,  whether  he  was  there  or  not,  they  took  him  up.  There  are  no  leading 
colored  mon/principally,  about  there  now. 

Question,  They  have  left  the  county  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  principally  all  the  leading  colored  men  have  left — those  of  the  most 
account. 

QneaHon,  Is  it  your  opinion  that  that  was  the  effect  that  they  intended  to  produce 
upon  the  colored  people,  to  drive  them  from  the  county  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  was  it  at  all,  to  drive  them  from  the  county. 

Question,  Do  you  think  it  was  their  intention  to  drive  them  from  the  polls,  and  pre- 
vent them  from  expressing  their  political  sentiments  at  the  elections  ? 

Answer,  That  is  the  opinion. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qnesiion,  Were  not  the  men  who  were  arrested  on  the  charge  of  attempting  to  assas- 
onate  Alston  arrested  upon  his  own  afiQdavit  T 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  but  what  they  were.  I  was  not  present  when  they  were  arrest^xl* 
even.  I  didn't  go  over  at  all.  The  judge  and  sheriff,  I  learned,  visited  his  room  the 
next  morning,  and  it  must  be  on  affidavit.  They  made  him  make  an  affidavit  in  some 
way  or  other. 

Question,  He  then  must  have  believed  that  those  were  the  parties  who  made  the 
attack  T 

Answer,  It  was  his  belief  that  they  were  engaged  in  it,  I  suppose. 

Question,  That  was  his  belief  unquestionably,  if  he  made  affidavit  to  that  effect  and 
caused  the  arrest  of  these  men  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  It  was  found  the  next  day  a  little  distance  from  his  gate  in  an> 
other  lot,  not  altogether  opposite  to  his — there  is  a  vacant  lot  in  front  of  his,  but  a  little 
distance  beyond  is  a  lot  inclosed,  and  briers  and  grass  inside  the  fence,  and  there  the 
l^rass  was  mashed  down  where  the  parties  were  waiting,  and  there  were  the  signs  where 
It  seems  they  were  in  liquor.    That  sign  remained  there  for  several  days. 

Question,  Tqo  men  who  came  in  to  protect  Alston  came  on  his  invitation,  didi  they 
not? 

Answer,  I  think  they  did,  sir. 

Question,  He  sent  out  for  them  generally  f 

Answer,  As  soon  as  they  heard  of  it  they  came  to  his  assistance,  whether  he  sent  for 
them  or  not.    I  cannot  say  that  he  sent  for  them  particularly,  because  I  don't  know.    • 

Question,  You  think  so,  though  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  the  belief  of  all  these  men  that  these  parties  who  were  arrested 
upon  the  affidavit  of  Alston  were  guilty  of  a  crime  f 

Answer,  I  think,  sir,  they  believed  it. 

Question,  And  there  was  apprehension  that  they  would  inflict  punishment  upon  them ; 
that  thev  would  deal  with  these  negroes  who  were  arrested  without  giving  them  a 
chance  lor  trial  ?, 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qu^tion.  And  that  was  the  cause  of  the  riot,  as  I  understand  f 

Answer,  It  might  have  been  the  cansc,  sir. 

Question.  I  nnderstand  that  Qeneral  Battle  after  the  governor  came  up  there  was 
appointed  by  the  governor  to  take  charge  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  something  that  way. 

Question.  Governor  Smith  appointed  General  Battle  to  take  charge  of  this  patrol  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  force. 

Question,  And  to  present  any  riot,  and  to  arrest  those  who  were  threatening  riotf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  Alston  was  fired  upon  afterward  t 

Answer.  I  never  heard  anything  afterward. 

Qucstioti.  Ho  represents  to  the  conunittee  that  immediately  after  this  attack  a  guard 
'wae  placed  at  this  house  to  defend  it,  and  that  be  was  fired  upon  subsequently  f 

Answer,  That  is  the  same  firing  that  I  spoke  of,  where  some  men  tired  from  the  out- 
side, and  then,  I  think,  fired  in  the  inside  from  the  colored  men,  apparently,  protecting 
him.  That  is  the  firing  I  spoke  of.  I  was  not  up  there.  Ho  claimed  that  that  was 
fired  on  him ;  that  they  wanted  to  kiU  him  any  way,  and  that  they  would  have  done  so. 

QuesUon,  Did  General  Battle,  when  your  church  was  fired  upon,  call  to  see  yon  f 
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Answer,  The  next  day  he  did.  However,  he  came  up  just  abont  the  time  I  wan  start- 
iog  off  with  the  corpse  to  the  ^ve-yard,  and  in  an  exciting  way  called  my  attention. 
He  told  me  if  I  needed  any  assistance  in  the  world  he  would  give  it  to  me. 

Questi&n,  Did  he  ask  yon  if  you  knew  who  had  committed  the  crime  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  he  asked  me  that. 

Question.  He  asked  you  for  the  particulars  of  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question  He  expressed  anxiety  to  find  out  about  it  f 

Answer.  Apparently  he  did. 

Question.  And  he  assured  yon  that  he  would  arrest  the  parties  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  his  pledge  to  me. 

Question,  were  you  able  to  point  out  anybody  to  him  f 

Anstcer*  I  could  not. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  any  of  the  party  T 
-  Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  recognized,  apparently  to  me — ^but  a  good  many  lawyers 
always  got  me  out  of  that — I  recognized  the  voices  of  some  gentlemen  on  the  outside 
when  they  were  talking.  The  tone  I  knew  I  had  heard  before,  but  I  could  not  locate 
the  man ;  I  could  not  say  who  he  was ;  but  I  knew  the  voice.  In  the  time  of  excite- 
ment it  all  went  away  witji  me. 

Question,  You  had  a  strong  impression  that  yon  recognized  the  tone  of  the  voice  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  you  could  not  locate  it  T 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  could  not  locate  it ;  the  gentlemen,  you  know,  were  hallooing  in 
the  time  Of  shooting,  and  cursing  and  swearing,  and  hallooing,  and  calling  every  oae, 
'and  going  on  so. 

Question.  Was  there  a  letter  found  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  was  it  for  T 

Answer.  The  verv  day  I  was  carrying  that  man  to  the  grave-yard  there  was  picked 
up  a  letter:  I  don't  remember  now  whether  I  picked  it  up  myself  or  some  one  else;  I 
won't  say  for  certain  but  what  I  picked  it  up  myself;  and  there  was  a  flask  found  up 
not  far  from  this  cork.  This  paper  was  rolled  up  in  a  cork  for  a  flask  of  whisky ;  I 
think  1  picked  it  up ;  I  unfolded  it,  and  it  smelt  of  whisky,  and  it  looked  like  it  might 
be  a  note.  It  was  on  good  paper,  and  I  unfolded  it,  not  thinking,  and  found  it  was  a 
note  written  and  signed  on  the  2d  of  October,  on  Sunday,  and  written  to  certain  parties 
in  town.  I  did  not  know  what  to  think.  I  thought  it  might  not  be  of  any  acconnt, 
and  some  one  mentioned  you  had  better  preserve  it,  and  it  was  handed  over  to  some 
friends,  nigh  by,  into  the  yard  of  this  man  Cjolumbus  Mitchell,  who  was  shot,  that  I 
mentioned.    I  handed  it  to  his  wife,  or  some  inmate  of  the  house,  that  kept  it. 

Question.  Why  was  not  that  piece  of  evidence  submitted  to  General  Battle  f 

Answer.  Well,  we  never  thought  about  that  at  the  time  he  spoke  to  me.  Afterwards, 
there  was  a  great  fear  in  that  place  of  discovering  anything.  I  believe  if  a  man  that 
was  in  the  church  knew  any  of  the  parties  he  would  not  have  told  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  From  fear  would  he  keep  it  a  secret  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  every  one  seemed  to  be  afraid.  They  were  under  some 
fear.  I  noticed,  the  morning  before  the  jury,  every  man  that  was  brought  up  before 
that  jury  seemed  to  not  have  his  mind  about  him ;  he  was  af^id  to  say  anything;  he 
was  afraid  to  say  really  what  he  thought,  whether  he  knew  it  or  not. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  You  are  speaking  now  of  the  coroner's  inquest  T 
Anetcer.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  church  that  morning. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  There  had  been  a  political  meeting  on  the  <fay  preceding  this  attack! 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  public  speaking  at  the  court-house. 
Question.  Were  nominations  made  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  there  were  nominations  on  that  day. 
Question.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  feeling  about  it  f  * 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir ;  a  good  deal. 
Question.  It  was  a  meeting  of  fireedmen  T 
Answei\  It  was  in  the  court-house. 
Question,  But  it  was  a  republican  meeting  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A  contest  between  candidates  for  the  nomination  f 
Answer.  Y'es,  sir. 

Question.  By  the  parties  who  had  received  the  nomination  at  Hunnicutt,  and  theotkec 
party !  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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QMetHait.  Was  a  great  deal  of  bitter  feeling  expressed  T 

Anwer,  Dorinff  the  time  I  remained  in  tl^  court-house  I  saw  right  smart,  but  after 
Judge  Rice  got  done  speaking  I  went  away.  They  made  the  uominatiou  after  I  lefc 
that  day— Monday. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
QnetHon,  Was  there  a  good  deal  of  bitterness  while  Judge  Rice  was  speaking? 
Anncer.  Right  smui;.    Some  gentlemen  interfered  with  him  while  he  was  speaking ; 
8ome  prominent  citizens;  they  were  friends  of  his. 

By  the  .Chairman  :  ^ 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  note  you  found  in  the  bottle,  written  on  the  2d  of  October; 
do  you  recollect  the  contents  of  that  noteT 

Answer.  I  cannot  think  of  all.    There  was  but  little  in  it. 

QuesHoH,  Give  the  substance  of  it  so  far  as  you  can. 

Answer.  If  my  mind  serves  me— it  has  been  some  time  since  I  read  the  note,  I  think 
it  xras  b^ging  certain  parties  to  excuse  them.  It  seemed  on  the  face  of  the  note  that 
certain  parties  promised  to  go  with  some  somewhere,  to  some  meeting — some  choir 
meeting,  or  something  of  the  kind,  and  they  begged  to  be  excused.   I  know  that  was  it. 

(inestUm.  What  was  the  handwriting — that  of  a  man  or  a  woman  T 

Answer.  It  appeared  to  be  a  lady's  handwrite  to  nje,  if  I  recollect  aright. 

(inestvm.  Who  was  it  addressed  to  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  the  names ;  but  one,  I  think,  was  Bowden,  and  Morrison. 

QnesiUm.  Those  were  the  persons  to  whom  the  note  was  addressed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  cry  of  the  men  who  entered  your  meeting  that  night,  wjien 
the  eighteen  leaders  were  assembleil ;  state  what  that  cry  was.  What  exclamations  did 
the  men  make  when  they  entered  the  house  and  commenced  firing  their  pistols? 

Answer.  The  first  cry  1  heard  made  at  the  door  was,  *^  Stand  back,''  and  the  use  of 
|>ro&ne  language,  cursing,  "  stand  back."  This  man  Mitchell  got  to  the  door.  Both 
»^med  to  have  catched  the  knob  at  the  same  time,  and  he  opened  it  once  and  shot  hiui 
right  there,  and  oaths  followed. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  That^  you  say,  was  a  white  man  who  entered  the  door  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  As  the  crowd  rushed  in,  what  outcries  did  they  make  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell  you  particularly,  because  I  was  so  excited  I  fell. 

QuesHon,  You  said  something  about  some  one  crying  out,  ^' Shoot  the  damned 
niMe«." 

^Mwer.  Yes,  sir:  "Shoot  them;  kill  them  every  one."  That  was  what  the  voices 
said  outside,  too,  that  I  heard.  That  was  one  of  the  times  I  thought  that  my  time  had 
come,  but  I  escaped.  * 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  19, 1871. 

WILSON  WILLIAMS  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  This  witness  has  been  called  by  the  minority,  and  his  examination 
"Will  be  conducted  by  Greneral  Blair. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  State  your  residence.  ^ 

Answer.  Opelika,  Lee  County,.  Alabama. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  resided  there? 

Answer,  1  have  been  residing  there  since  May,  1869.  I  lived  there,  however,  during 
a  part  of  1865,  but  I  have  been  permanently  residing  there  since  May,  1869. 

Question.  Your  county  adjoins  the  county  of  Russell? 

^ft^ir^r.  Yes,  sir.    A  considerable  portion  of  Lee  County  was  taken  from  Russell. 

Question,  What  is  your  occupation  or  employment  ? 

Answer.  1  am  a  lawyer  by  profession. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything,  sir,  of  an  outrage  said  to  have  taken  place  at  or 
near  a  place  called  Fredonia,  in  Chambers  County  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  outrages  in  your  county  of  late? 

Answer.  Any  time  specified ;  do  you  mean  since  the  county  was  organizedT^^^I^ 

Question.  Yes,  sir ;  r^ntly.  '^^^^  bfOOOg LC 

Answer.  None  that  I  know  of. 
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Qu^iion,  Has  it  been  entirely  quiet? 

Answer,  Our  county  had  been  free  from  disturbance  as  a  general  tbing. 

Question,  Has  there  been  any  violence  by  any  organized  bands  of  disguised  men  in 
your  county  ? 

Answer.  None  that  I  know  of,  and  none  that  I  have  heard  of. 

(Question,  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Few  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Does  he  live  in  your  county  ? 

Answer,  He  lives  in  our  town  at  this  time. 

Qnesiion,  He  gave  us  an  account  of  ai^outrage  committed  upon  him.  Do  yon  know 
anything  about  it,  or  have  you  heard  anything  about  it  f 

Ansjcer,  At  what  point  was  he  outraged? 

Question,  At  Crawford. 

Answer.  That  is  in  Russell  County.  That  was  after  I  left  Crawford.  I  lived  there 
formerly.  That  was  said  to  have  been  committed  after  I  left  there.  I  know  nothing 
of  it  of' my  own  knowledge. 

Question,  What  do  you  know  from  information  that  you  deem  reliable  upon  the  sub- 
ject? 

Ansicer,  The  only  information  I  have  upon  the  subject  is  from  my  father-in-law, 
Judge  Lewis,  who  lived  at  Crawford  at  the  time.  Mr.  Few  was  teaching  a  negro 
school  at  Crawford,  and  on  one  occasion  when  I  visited  my  father-in-law,  at  Crawfijd. 
he  told  me  that  some  boys  from  about  Crawford  had  disturbed  Mr.  Few ;  that  the 
boys  had  done  so  improperly,  as  he  thought,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that 
they  had  done  this  thing — whQ,t  it  was  I  do  not  know,  nor  did  he  tell  me,  exc^t  that 
:  t  was,  perhaps,  rocking  his  house,  or  something  of  that  sort — the  citizens  expressed 
their  disapprobation  ot  that  course  of  conduct  of  these  young  men  or  boys  who  did 
this  thing.  As  to  what  was  done  I  do  not  know.  That  was  about  the  sum  and  sub- 
stance oi  what  ho  stated  to  me. 

Question.  Mr.  Few  stated  that  on  the  19th  of  July  they  threw  rocks  into  his  room 
where  he  slept,  and  afterward  fired  into  the  house.  Did  you  ever  hear  thiit  there  was 
any  firing  of  gnns  into  his  house  ? 

Answer.  If  Judge  Lewis  said  there  was  any  firing  I  do  not  remember  it  now. 

Question.  Ho  said  Judge  Lewis  ofi^ered  to  protect  him  by  sleeping^ in  his  house? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  father-in-law. 

Question.  What  did  he  complain  of  to  Judge  Lewis  ?  Did  he  ever  complain  of  any- 
body firing  into  the  house  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  recollect.  If  Judge  Lewis  told  me  he  complained  of  that  I  do 
not  remember  it.    As  to  their  rocking  the  house,  I  recollect  that  he  told  me  that.  • 

Question.  Would  you  have  recollected  about  the  firing  if  he  had  mentioned  it? 

Anstoer.  I  reckon  I  would. 

Question.  This  man  lives  now  at  Opelika? 

Answer.  Mr.  Few  lives  at  the  same  town  I  do— Opelika. 

Question,  He  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  pei-sons  who  did  this  were  two  Bakers 
and  Lewis,  who  was  the  postmaster,  and  Judge  Waddell's  sou.  He  says  they  se- 
creted themselves  about  at  that  time.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  such  circumstance  as 
that? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  know  those  boys  that  he  mentions  there;  I  am  acquainted  with 
all  of  them.  I  will  state,  in  addition  to  what  I  stated  just  now  about  what  Juil;:e 
Lewis  told  me,  that  it  was  not  so  much  to  damage  Mr.  Few  as  to  annoy  hiui.  Under- 
stand me,  gentlemen,  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it  of  my  own  knowledge,  only 
what  he  told  me. 

Question.  You  understood  from  him  that  he  got  this  accx)unt  from  Few  himself? 

Ansfoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  his  statement  to  Judge  Lewis,  that  this  was  not  so  much  to  ii\jiire 
as  to  annoy  him  ? 

Ansxeer.  That  was  what  I  understood  as  coming  from  Mr.  Lewis,  as  liis  opinion;  not 
that  Mr.  Few  himself  thought  that,  but  that  Judge  Lewis  himself  did  not  think  that 
the-se  boys  had  any  intention  of  hurting  Mr.  Few. 

Question.  He  could  not  have  held  such  an  opinion  if  they  had  fired  a  gun  into  his 
house  ? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir.  I  do  not  think  that  Mr.  Lewis  said  anything  to  me  about  finng  a 
gun. 

Question.  What  character  does  Mr.  Few  bear  in  your  community  ? 

Anstoer.  His  general  character  ? 

Question.  Yes. 

Anstcer.  He  is  a  man  that  is  quiet,  and  as  a  general  thing  is  a  peaceable  man.  He  is 
a  man  subject  to  dissipation  a  good  deal. 

Question.  He  says  that  the  hostility  to  him  arose  from  his  keeping  a  colored  schooH 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  what  gave  rise  to  the  hostility.  If  Mr.  Lewie  told  me,  1  do 
not  remember  it  now.    He  did  teach  a  colored  school  there. 
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Question,  Are  the  people  of  that  part  of  the  country  hostile  to  men  who  texich  colored 
schools  simply  ? 

Answer,  1  think  not.  I  have  heard  them  express  themselves  as  being  in  favor  of  col- 
ored schools,  they  being  taken  charge  of  afid  conducted  properly.  1  do  not  think  they 
are  hostile  to  a  man  taking  charge  of  colored  schools. 

Mr.  BL.UR.  I  called  this  witness  from  Opelika,  as  Mr.  Few  was  called  from  the  same 
place.  I  had  no  knowledge  of  what  Mr.  Few  would  testify  to,  and  I  called  this  gentle- 
man simply  as  a  person  who  would  be  likely  to  know  of  any  occurrences  in  that 
re<^on.  Mr.  Few,  as  it  turns  out,  was  called  to  testify  to  transactions  in  a  different 
part  of  tiie  country,  and  I  have  not  now  the  opportunity  of  calling  witnesses  upon 
that  transaction  from  the  point  where  he  lives.  I  was  misled  by  his  being  called  from 
Opelika,  without  knowing  that  he  was  to  testify  as  to  transactions  elsewj^re. 

Mr.  Bl'CKLEY.  Opelika  is  Mr.  Few^s  residence,  as  it  was  given. 

Hie  Witness.  May  I  make  one  remark,  explanatory  of  why  I  do  not  know  more 
about  the.matter.  I  formerly  lived  at  that  town,  and  married  Judge  Lewis's  daughter, 
aud  about  the  last  time  I  visited  him  at  that  place  was  when  he  told  me  about  this 
transaction.  That  is  the  reason  I  do  not  know  more  about  it.  I  was  there  only  a  shor-t 
time,  and  all  that  I  know  is  from  hearsay. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  How  far  is  Opelika  from  Crawford  f 

Answer.  Nineteen  or  twenty  miles,  I  think. 

Question.  Do  you  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  Mr.  Few  was  engaged  in  teaching  a 
colored  school  in  Russell  County  f 

Ansxcer.  I  know  that  he  did  have  charge  of  a  colored  school  at  that  place.  I  saw  him 
teaching  it. 

QuesHon.  Do  you  know  how  long  he  was  employed  there  in  that  business  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Question.  Mr.  Few  is  regarded  as  a  truthful  man,  is  he  not  f 

Anstcei'.  I  think  he  is,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  after  this  occurrence  was  it  that  Judge  Lewis  had  this  conversa- 
tion with  you  ? 

Answer,  1  cannot  give  yon  the  time.  I  do  not  remember  it.  It  would  be  a  mere  sup- 
position, but  I  do  not  suppose  it  was  a  month  afterward.    That  is  mere  guess-work. 

QmsUoH.  Have  yon  charged  your  memory  specially  with  all  that  Judge  Lewis  said  on 
that  occasion,  or  may  you  not  have  forgotten  some  of  the  particulars  Judge  Lewis 
related  in  regard  to  this  assault  on  Mr.  Few's  house  f 

Answer.  I  may  have  forgotten  some  of  them. 

QwsUon,  If  Mr.  Few  has  stated  under  oath,  as  a  t&ct  within  his  own  knowledge,  that 
the  men  or  boys  who  threw  rocks  into  his  house  at  the  same  time  fired  into  it,  you 
would  not  hesitate  to  believe  Mr.  Few  f 

Answer.  I  would  believe  that  he  thought  they  had  done  so. 

^Question.  You  spoke  of  boys  as  being  concerned  in  this  firing.    What  aged  boys  are 
they! 

Answer.  Give  me  the  names,  if  you  please. 

Mr.  Blair.  The  two  Bakers;  Lewis,  the  postmaster;  and  Judge  Waddell's  son. 

The  Chairman.  And  he  remembered  afterward  a  man  named  White. 

Answer.  I  suppose  one  of  the  Bakers  is — you  will  have  to  let  me  infer  which  Baker 
it  was — I  suppose  one  of  the  Bakers,  the  oldest,  is  twenty,  and  the  other  eighteen ; 
Lewis  is  twenty,  and  young  Waddell  is  sixteen  years  old.    These  are  about  their  ages. 

QuenUon.  How  old  is  White  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  his  age.  I  know  White,  but  I  do  not  know  which  White  it 
was ;  there  are  two  or  three  families  of  Whites  there. 

QuesHon.  Yon  say  Judge  Lewis  expressed  the  opinion  to  yon  that  the  intention  of 
these  young  men  was  not  so  much  to  injure  Few  as  to  annoy  him  f 

Answer.  That  is  what  he  expressed  to  me. 

QuesHon.  Did  he  tell  you  why  they  annoyed  him  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  he  did,  sir. 

Question,  Did  he  tell  you  that  he  had  offered  protection  to  Few,  offered  to  go  and  stay 
in  his  house  f 

Answer.  I  think  he  did,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  about  stapng  in  his  honso,  but  I  think  he 
told  me  he  went  to  Few  and  told  him  that  not  only  be,  bnt  the  balance  of  the  good 
citizens,  would  protect  him,  and  that  he  should  not  be  uneasy  in  consequence  ot  the 
conduct  of  these  boys.    That  is  my  recollection  of  what  he  told  me  on  the  subject. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think,  from  the  fact  that  he  offered  protection  to  Few,  that  he 
must  have  considered  that  Few  was  in  some  danger  ? 

Answer,  Well,  I  hardly  think  so,  sir. 

Question.  Why  should  this  protection  have  been  tendered  upon  his  part,  and  upon|(i^e 
part  of  other  good  citizens  in  that  town,  unless  it  was  needed  in  their  judgment  ? 

Answer.  I  was  going  to  give  a  reason  in  answer  to  the  other  question,  and  that  may 
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explain  it.  That  was  a  small  village,  and  it  was  very  essential  to  peace  and  good  order 
that  there  should  be  no  distarbance,  and  he  knew  other  good  citizens  were  willinj^  to 
frown  down  anything  that  would  make  a  disturbance  in  this  small  village ;  it  wm  a 
very  small  place. 

Question,  Did  yon  infer  from  yonr  conversation  with  him  that  this  attack  was  made 
on  Few^s  house  because  of  his  oeing  engaged  in  the  business  of  teaching  a  colored 
school  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  it  was,  sir. 

Question,  What  was  the  cause,  then  f 

Anstver.  I  think,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  the  cause  was  that  in  addition  to  his  teaching 
that  colored  school,  they  were  opposed  to  the  place  where  it  was  taught.  They  were 
not  so  much  opposed  to  his  teaching  the  colored  school  as  to  his  teaching  it  in  the  hotel 
which  was  on  the  side  of  the  public  square.  In  addition  to  that,  as  I  have  stated,  Few 
was  a  man  subject  to  dissipation,  and  that  is  the  reason,  I  understood  from  Judge  Lewis, 
why  they  wanted  it  farther  away.  The  court-house  had  been  moved  away  and  tbe 
hotel  was  on  the  side  of  the  public  square,  and  he  was  occupying  it  and  teaching  the 
negro  school  in  it,  or  had  been.    He  was  living  in  it. 

QiMXiion,  Was  dissipation  a  very  rare  vice  in  that  community  t 

AnsiKer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  On  the  contrary,  it  was  a  very  common  vice,  was  it  not  ? 

Answer,  I  should  say  not.  There  were  some  instances.  Ton  ask  me  if  dissIpa^*on 
was  a  rare  thing ;  I  will  tell  you  it  was  not,  because  there  were  two  or  three  persons 
who  dissipated  a  good  deal,  while  the  balance  were,  as  a  general  thing,  sober  citizeus. 

Question,  How  many  groccfries  were  in  the  town  ? 

Answer,  At  that  time  there  was  one,  and  sometimes  two. 

Question,  In  a  village  of  two  hundred  souls  ? 

Ansxoer,  My  reason  for  saying  sometimes  two  is,  there  was  one  sometimes  kept  open 
and  running  and  sometimes  shut  up ;  and  I  will  say  there  was  one  running  constantly, 
and  at  other  times  another. 

Quesiion,  That  was  in  a  village  of  two  hundred  inhabitants? 

Answer,  Not  so  many  at  that  time.  I  will  say  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  twohnndred, 
but  not  exceeding  two  hundred. 

QuMtion,  Did  A&.  Few  drink  to  excess  f 

Answer,  He  did.  Now  whether  he  drank  to  excess  right  at  that  time  or  not  I  do  not 
know,  but  he  was  in  the  habit  of  drinking  to  excess  or  had  been  so  before  that,  and  has 
been  since. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  now  of  the  time  when  he  wnS  engaged  in  teaching  this  col- 
ored school.    Did  ne  drink  to  such  excess  as  to  disqualify  him  from  teaching  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know,  because  I  did  not  live  there.  I  speak  generally  of  his  dissipa- 
tion. 

QuesUon,  Did  you  say  this  attack  was  inspired  by  the  fact  that  he  was  a  dissipated 
manf 

Answer,  I  did  not  say  that ;  I  only  state  what  I  heard.  * 

Question,  Do  I  understand  that  that  was  an  element  in  his  offense,  that  he  drank 
liquor  f 

Answer,  I  understood  that  to  be  one  of  the  causes,  and  the  other  was  what  I  spoke  of; 
that  is,  teaching  a  negro  school  on  the  public  square. 

Question,  Were  other  persons  stoned  or  fired  upon  because  they  drank  whisky  in  tliat 
place  f  • 

Answer.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Quesiion,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  one  being  molested  in  that  village  of  Crawford 
from  the  simple  iact  that  he  had  patronized  that  grocery  or  had  drank  too  much  whiskr  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  * 

Question,  That  is  not  reganled  in  Alabama  as  a  vice  to  be  punished  in  that  way  if  a 
man  gratifies  bis  taste  for  ardent  spirits  ? 

Answer.  It  is  not  an  offense  that  would  authorize  a  man  to  take  the  law  into  his  ovs 
hands. 

Question,  You  never  heard  before  of  a  man  in  Alabama  being  stoned  or  fired  npoa 
simply  because  he  loved  whisky  t 

Answer.  Not  that  I  recollect  of. 

Question,  Did  you  understand  that  was  the  only  place  in  the  village  which  Mr.  Fe^ 
could  find  in  which  to  teach  a  colored  school,  and  that  he  had  made  repeated  efforts  t* 
find  a  room  in  other  places,  but  could  not  get  a  room,  and  could  not  even  buy  a  lot  tor 
the  purpose  of  building  a  school-house  there  f 

A  nswer,  I  do  not  know  anything  about  his  concerns.  I  do  not  think  I  heard  anythiol" 
on  that  subject. 

Question,  What  was  there  in  the  location  of  the  school  which  gave  offense  ? 

Answer.  As  I  have  said,  the  hotel  was  on  the  side  of  the  public  square,  the  old  coQ^' 
bouse  in  the  middle.  He  occupied  that  building  as  a  residence,  and  was  teaobi^f 
school  in  it. 
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Question.  Was  tLero  a  hotel  kept  there  f 

^»*?rer.  Not  at  that  time. 

Question.  What  was  there  in  the  fact  that  ho  occupied  this  building  as  a  residence^ 
and  for  teaching  school,  that  should  give  offense  ? 

Answer,  The  public  thoroughfare  ran  along  by  the  "hotel  there ;  that  was  the  busi- 
De«s  part  of  the  to\vn ;  on  the  corner  of  the  public  sqnai*e  the  grocery  was  kept. 

Question,  Did  yon  understand  that  it  was  the  patrons  of  that  grocery  who  took 
offense  specially  at  this  school  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Well,  there  was  nothing  then  in  the  location  of  the  school-room,  except  the 
fact  that  it  faced  the  court-house  upon  the  public  highway,  and  in  the  neighborhood 
of  this  grocery  T 

Answer,  As  to  the  court-house,  the  records  were  all  removed  from  there ;  but  it  was 
just  there  on  a  public  thoroughfare,  and  the  people  generally  assembled  about  that 
grocery,  or  somewhere  about  there,  when  the  village  was  assembled  at  all. 

Question.  They  assembled  about  the  grocery  t 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  this  is  on  week  days. 

Question.  You  mean  to  say  that  it  was  the  most  central  point  in  the  community  f 

Answer.  It  was  about  the  only  open  place  of  any  business,  of  any  account. 

Question.  Mr.  Williams,  was  not  the  teaching  of  colored  schools'  in  July,  1869,  odi- 
ous to  that  community  ? 

Answer,  I  think  not,  judge;  that  is,  I  will  state  that  as  my  opinion,  and  as  what  I 
beard  at  the  time,  that  the  teaching  of  colored  schools  was  not  odious .  to  the  citi- 
zens. 

Question.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the  condition  of  public  sentiment  now,  but  in  July, 
1869. 

Answer.  I  mean  to  so  answer,  and  I  am  speaking  in  reference  to  that  community. 

Question.  Was  there'not  public  prejudice  against  white  men  teaching  colored  schools 
at  that  time  f 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Few  regarded  as  a  radical  in  his  political  sentiments? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  at  that  time,  if  I  heard  his  political  sentiments  mentioned,  I  do 
sot  remember  it. 

Qnesiion.  If  he  were  a  radical  at  that  time,  and  that  fact  was  known  to  the  commu- 
nity, do  you  think  that  would  have  been  an  element  in  the  prejudice  existing  against 
him  7 

Answer.  Not  in  the  immediate  community,  I  do  not  think.  I  am  speaking  of  the 
villagers. 

Question.  Were  there  any  radicals  in  the  community  beside  him  t 

Answer.  Not  at  that  time ;  there  had  been,  but  at  that  time  I  do  not  think  there 
were  any  others.  % 

Question,  Did  you  understand  from  Judge  Lewis  that  the  garden  palings  were  torn 
down  at  the  same  time  T 

Answer.  If  ho  mentioned  that  fact  I  do  not  remember  it. 

Question.  You  are  a  democrat,  yourself,  Mr.  Williams  f 

Ausicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  your  father-iri-law.  Judge  Lewis,  is  likewise  a  democrat? 

Answer.  Well,  I  suppose  you  mi^ht  say  he  was  a  democrat.  He  was  an  old  whig, 
hut  is  acting  in  concert  with  the  cfomocratic  party. 


Montgomery,  Alabama^  October  19,  1871. 
ROBERT  H.  ABERCROMBIE  sworn  and  exammed. 

The  CH.URMAN.  This  witness  being  called  by  the  minority,  General  Blair  will  con- 
duct the  examination. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  State  your  place  of  residence. 

Ansicer.  Tnskegee,  Macon  County,  Alabama. 

Quistion.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Tuskegee  ? 

Answer.  I  have  lived  in  the  town  of  Tuskegee,  sir,  about  fifteen  years.  1  was  bom 
near  the  town ;  I  have  lived  in  the  county  all  my  life. 

Question.  Practicing  law  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  an  outbreak  or  disturbance  in  your  town,  in  which  a 
negro  man  named  Alston  was  involved  ?  r^  j 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  I  remember  it.  Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 

Qttcstion.  State  the  particulars  of  it  as  far  as  you  know.  o 
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^nffirer.  I  remember  that  on  Sunday  morainff  after  the  night  of  the  difficulty  on  6at- 
nrday  niglit,  aomo  negroes  came  into  town  cany  in  the  morning,  and  reported  that 
Alston  had  been  shot.  A  number  of  citizens,  with  myself,  went  over  to  Alston's  hoose 
to  inquire  about  it,  to  learn  who  the  perpetrators  were,  and  he  stated  that  he  believed 
them  to  be,  and  was  satisfied  they  were,  several  colored  men  who  were  in  a  Leogae 
meeting  with  him  the  night  before. 

Question.  Alston  said  so  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  make  any  affidavit  of  these  facts  f 

Answer.  I  was  goin^  to  state ;  the  Judge  of  probate  court  then  came  over  a  little 
while  afterwards,  ana  the  same  statement  was  made  to  him,  and  he  told  him  the  par- 
ties must  be  arrested,  and  to  make  affidavits  of  these  facts,  and  he  made  the  affidavit 
alleging  that  the  perpetrators  were  the  colored  men  whom  he  named  in  the  affidavit, 
and  who  were  afterwards  tried  for  the  offense  on  a  preliminary  investigation. 

Question.  Was  there  any  information  from  Alston  at  that  time,  that  uie  attack  was 
made  by  white  menf 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  No  suspicion  of  it  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  he  said  he  was  satisfied  that  they  were  not  white  men ;  that  they 
were  the  negroes  who  were  in  the  League  meeting  with  him,  and  came  near  raising  a 
difficulty  with  him  about  the  appropriation  of  the  funds  that  had  been  raised  by  the 
League.  There  was  to  be  a  collection  raised,  and  a  question  was  raised  about  the  col- 
lection of  the  funds,  and  these  men  wanted  to  inquire  about  what  had  become  of  the 
funds  already  collected  before,  and  he  told  them  it  was  out  of  order,  or  something  of 
the  sort,  and  that  produced  the  disturbance  in  the  meeting.  They  told  him  they  were 
not  to  be  hushed  up  at  his  bid.  He  was  chairman  of  the  meeting,  or  the  president  oi 
the  League ;   hence  the  difficulty  in  the  meeting. 

Question.  Was  there  much  violence  in  this  altercation  in  the  meeting  f 

Answer.  He  said  that  there  were  some  guns  brought  into  the  house  by  the  n^roes, 
or  probably  one  gun,  I  do  not  remember,  by  members  of  the  League  in  his  party,  to 
preserve  order — by  parties  whom  he  said  were  officers  of  the  League,  to  keep  order,  and 
quiet  was  restored. 

Question.  What  became  of  the  prosecution  against  these  negroes? 

Answer.  Some  of  the  negroes  charged  by  Abton  were  discharged  upon  preliminary 
investigation ;  others  were  bound  over  to  appear  at  the  next  term  of  tne  circuit  court. 

Question,  Were  they  ever  tried  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  think  not. 

Question.  What  was  developed  in  the  preliminary  investigation  upon  which  these 
men  were  held  t 

Answer.  The  examination  was  a  pretty  lengthy  one  and  consumed  several  days.  A 
igreat  many  witnesses  were  there,  all  negroes  who  were  at  the  League  meeting  the 
night  before,  and  some  i^om  town.  The  only  testimony  before  the  court  was  against 
these  colored  men,  those  who  were  bound  over.  Many  negroes  swore  positively  they 
saw  them,  and  after  the  shooting  they  saw  these  negroes  running,  some  with  guns  and 
some  with  pistols,  running  away  from  Alston's  house.  They  were  the  negroes  who  were 
not  discharged ;  they  were  bound  over. 

Question.  Have  they  been  tried  ? 

Answer.  They  have  never  had  a  final  trial.  There  was  some  arran^ment  made  with 
the  solicitor.  There  were  quite  a  number  of  prosecutions  grew  up  immediately  aftc^ 
ward.  To  make  it  intelligent  to  yon  I  will  state  that  Alston,  when  he  was  shot,  sent 
out  runners  all  over  the  county,  telling  the  negroes  to  come  into  town,  and  hundrwls 
of  them  came  in  with  arms  and  staid  about  the  town  for  three  or  four  days,  threat- 
ening to  bum  the  town  and  do  other  violence  to  the  town.  The  leading  parties  who 
had  excited  aud  made  up  this  mob  there  that  was  threatening,  and  who  irritated  the 
negroes  to  remain  there,  were  arrested  by  the  sheriff  for  inciting  a  riot.  Some  of  these 
parties  during  the  time  were  tried  before  the  probate  judge,  who  has  criminal  jnrisilic- 
tion  in  our  county,  and  who  is  a  republican  judge,  and  they  were  convicted.  In  the 
first  trials  there  were  convictions  by  him  of  some  two  or  three  parties,  but  as  there 
were  so  many  other  cases,  prosecutions,  it  was  deemed  best  that  these  convictions  werp 
enough  to  set  an  example,  and  the  other  parties  made  application  through  their  atto^ 
neys  to  have  their  cases  discharged,  and  that  they  would  not  disturb  the  community 
any  more ;  they  would  go  from  that  community  themselves,  and  would  not  disturb  tb* 
community  any  more,  if  the  prosecutions  would  be  dismissed.  The  solicitor  oonsultotj 
with  the  judge  aud  other  parties  about  it,  to  see  whether  to  accept  the  projpositioiu 
and  did  so,  and  thus  got  rid  of  a  whole  mass  of  prosecutions  that  were  pending;  8d4 
these  other  cases  were  also  uoUe-^rossed. 

Question.  The  cases  of  the  men  implicated  by  Alston  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  been  bound  over  on  the  same  terms ;  that  was  my  under* 
standing  of  the  disposition  of  all  these  cases.  ^ 

Question.  Those  officers  were  republicans  f 
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Answer.  All  republicans,  eir. 
Question.  The  judge,  sheriff,  and  solicitor  ? 

Answer,  I  will  not  say  either  whether  tte  solicitor  is  uow  a  republican;  he  was 
elected  as  a  republican ;  I  do  not  know  yrhat  his  politics  are  now.  Ho  was  elected  at 
an  election  when  there  were  no  democratic  nominees  or  candidates  in  the  county ;  at 
the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  State  constitution,  I  think,  or  directly  afterward. 

QuesHon.  Subsequent  to  that  there  was  an  attack  upon  a  church  of  the  Rev.,  Mr. 
Batler,  a  colored  man :  do  you  know  anything  of  the  circumstances  disclosed  ? 
Answer.  I  know  notning  except  what  1  heard  from  other  parties. 
(Question.  Did  ^ou  talk  with  them  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  talked  with  the  negroes  who  were  over  there. 
Question.  Who  were  present  f 
Answer^  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  account  do  they  give  of  that  ? 

Answer.  There  were  conflicting  statements  made  by  those  who  were  present,  and  the 
inferences  or  conclusions  of  those  who  were  present.    A  day  or  two,  or  probably  more 
days,  before,  but  a  very  short  time  before — and  it  could  not  have  been  but  a  few  days— 
tber^  had  been  a  jiolitical  meeting  in  the  town  of  Tuskegee  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
fiideriug  a  nomination  that  had  been  already  made  by  the  republican  party  at  a  place 
called  JUunnicutt.    The  nomination  made  at  Hunnicutt  was  not  satisfactory  to  tho 
uegroes  in  that  portion  of  the  county  at  Tuskegee.    At  the  meeting  in  Hunnicutt,  Mr. 
Dougherty, was  nominated  as  a  candidate  for  the  legislature.    The  negroes  about  Tus- 
kegee were  very  much  opposed  to  it,  and  held  a  meeting  in  Tuskegee,  for  the  purpose 
of  reconsidering  that  nomination,  and  they  did  so  reconsider  that  nomination,  and 
loade  another  nomination.     The  negroes  from  Hunnicutt  were  present,  protesting 
against  a  reconsideration  of  the  nomination,  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  feeling  and 
excitement  about  it  among  the  negroes,  and  threats  of  violence,  &c.,  and  the  fmnni- 
cutt  ne^oes  were  seen  to  purchase  on  that  evening,  after  the  ngpaination,  and  after 
tho  adjournment  of  the  meeting  in  Tuskegee,  powder  and  shot :  and  a  few  miles  from 
town,  on  the  road  that  leads  from  Tuskegee  toward  Hunnicutt,  they  gathered  together; 
they  assembled  and  seemed  to  be  very'  much  disturbed,  and  very  angry.   Nothing  more 
was  heard  from  them.    I  am  of  opinion  that  that  was  the  very  evening  of  the  night 
that  this  disturbance  occurred  in  the  church — the  evening  of  the  day  on  the  night  of 
which  the  disturbance  occurred  in  the  church. 
Question.  That  is  stated  bj  the  other  witnesses,  that  it  was  the  same  night. 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  think  it  was  upon  reflection.    Some  negroes  who  were  there  in  the 
house  at  this  time  of  this  disturbance  thought  it  was  the  negroes  who  had  become 
dissatisfied,  from  Hunnicutt,  while  others  thought  there  were  some  white  persons. 
There  was  a  conflict  among  the  statements  of  the  negroes  who  were  in  the  house.    A 
majority  of  the  negroes  I  talked  with  thought  they  were  the  negroes  from  Huimicutt 
who  were  dissatisfied  with  that  nomination  in  town  that  day. 
Question.  Did  you  make  efforts  to  ascertain  from  them  ana  others  the  fact  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.     I  went  over  with  other  gentlemen,  the  sheriff'  of  thq  county  and 
others,  talked  with  them,  and  asked  them  the  names  and  appearance  of  the  individuals 
who  were  there ;  they  said  they  knew  no  names  at  at  all.  Did  not  know  who  they  were. 
They  said  they  were  all  black;  some  thought  the  black  was  assumed,  while  the  majority 
of  them  thought  it  was  not. 

Question.  Was  the  track  of  this  party  followed  ? 

Answer.  There  were  horse-tracks  there  and  mule-tracks.  There  were  more  mule- 
tracks  than  horse- tracks  among  the  number  of  tracks  that  led  off  from  tho  church,  and 
they  were  said  to  have  been  the  tracks  of  the  animals  ridden  by  the  parties  who  came 
there  that  night.  I  intended  to  have  stated  before  that  this  party  from  Hunnicutt, 
tho  dissatisfied  party,  came  riding  horses  and  mules;. there  were  but  few  hoi-ses 
among  the  animals  they  rode ;  the  majority  of  them  were  mules.  Of  the  tracks  that 
went  oft*  from  this  chilrch  the  majority  were  mule-tracks. 
Question.  In  which  direction  did  they. go  T 

Answer,  They  went  off  in  the  direction  of  this  Hunnicutt  country.    We  made  efforts 
to   find  who  they  were.    When  the  circuit  court  sat  atlterward  they  had  the  names  of 
^dX   the  negroes  who  were  there  given  to  the  grand  jury,  and  they  were  all  brought 
before  the  grand  jury,  and  during  the  isession  of  the  district  court  here  the  names  were 
given  to  the  officers  here ;  the  witnesses  were  brought  here.    There  was  never  a  true 
bill  found  against  them  either  in  the  State  court  or  the  United  States  court  here. 
Question,  Do  you  know  Butler,  the  preacher  t 
JinsiDer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  him. 
Question^  He  is  a  man  of  good  character? 

Answer.  He  has  that  reputation.    I  am  noij,  familiar  with  him.    I  know  him  vrhen  I 
see  him.    He  has  that  reputation  among  his  i>eople,  among  his  color. 
QuesiUm  Did  you  converse  with  liim  at  the  time  about  this  matter  t 
Answer.  There  were  some  twelve  or  fifteen  negroes  in  a  crowd  ;  he  wa^n^^€d^them. 


1106      CONDITION   OP  AFFAIRS  IN  THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

I  do  not  know  that  I  had  a  personal  conTersation  with  him  directly ;  he  was  in  th& 
crowd  of  other  negroes  with  whom  we  were  conversing. 

QueatUm.  Do  you  know  anything  in  regard  to  an  attack  said  to  have  heen  made  upon 
a  man  hy  the  name  of  Bill  Dougherty  T 

Answer,  Nothing  at  all,  sir,  except  what  I  heard  him  say. 

iji^tion.  There  was  a  church  called  the  "  Sweet-gum  church^'  humed ;  do  you  know 
who  that  was  burned  by! 

Answer,  I  do  not,  sir.  I  know  the  church  very  well ;  I  know  its  location,  know 
where  it  was.  It  was  an  old  church  that  was  occupied  by  what  was  called  the  Hard- 
shell Baptists,  or  Primitive  Baptists,  and  had  been  disused  for  a  good  long  while.  It 
was  on  a  very  lovely  plain,  near  a  creek,  and  had  been  a  camping-ground  for  wagons. 
There  was  no  fence  around  it ;  the  only  use  made  of  it  was  as  a  camping-ground  for 
wiuzoners,  ^ho  would  sleep  in  the  church  at  night. 

QHeetum,  Was  it  rebuilt  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  it  has  been,  sir.  There  was  a  subscription  cot  up 
among  the  citizens  for  the  colored  people  there  to  rebuild  it,  but  I  do  not  know  whether 
tJiey  have  ever  done  so. 

Question,  Was  there  a  committee  raised  of  Mr.  Carlos,  Robert  Johnson,  General  Gunn, 
Thomas  Dryer,  Mr.  Campbell,  Dr.  McMillan,  and  Dr.  Grigg  and  yonrself,  to  order  thia 
man  Alston  to  leave  the  town  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  • 

Question,  No  such  committee  ? 

Answer,  No  such  committee  organized  and  constituted  ;  we  went  to  Alston^s  house 
because  some  of  these  necroes  who  had  been  arrested  stated  that  they  were  induced  to 
go  up  with  their  guns  T)ecau8e  Alston  thought  his  life  waa  in  danger.  We  went  to 
Alston's  house  and  told  Alston  that  he  was  not  in  danger ;  that  if  he  was  the  white 
citizens  of  the  town  would  guard  him,  and  we  would  put  a  guard  around  his  house, 
and  to  tell  bis  colored  friends  to  go  home  and  disperse;  that  we  would  guard  him  at 
his  house,  and  we  did  put  a  guard  of  white  citizens  there,  and  the  negroes  did  dis> 
perse. 

Question,  Was  there  any  attempt  made  to  assassinate  him  after  the  first  attempt  f 

Answer,  There  was  no  attempt  made  to  assassinate  him.  His  father-in-law  lived  in 
the  same  house  with  him.  His  father-in-law  gave  asja  reason  why  he  left  that  some- 
body had  told  Alston  that  he  was  going  to  be  arrested  as  an  inciter  of  the  riot,  and 
that  he  left  to  avoid  arrest.    That  was  his  explanation  of  his  leaving. 

Question,  What  was  Alston's  character? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  his  character  was  not  good :  it  was  very  bad  among  those  who 
knew  him  well.  I  had  known  him  for  a  long  while ;  I  knew  him  when  he  was  a  slave. 
I  had  charge  of  him  when  a  slave,  and  knew  him  after  his  freedom.  His  character 
was  not  good,  sir ;  it  was  very  bad. 

Question,  What  was  his  character  for  truth  and  veracity  f 

Answer,  It  was  not  g6od,  sir ;  he  is  reckless  in  his  statements,  extravagant  in  his. 
statements ;  he  mixes  a  good  deal  of  falsehood  with  some  truth. 

Question,  What  is  the  character  of  Bill  Dougherty  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  what  is  his  character  in  the  community  where  he  now  Uvea. 
He  lived,  though,  a  long  while  in  Tuskegee,  until  about  two  years  ago.  His  character 
was  very  bad  while  he  fived  there — very  bad,  from  a  boy  up  to  his  present  age;  tJiat 
is,  the  age  he  waa  when  he  left  there. 

Question,  What  was  his  character,*  among  those  who  knew  him,  for  truth  and  veracity 
in  the  community  in  which  he  then  lived  f 

Answer,  WeU,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  an  expression  about  his  truth  and 
veracity.  He  was  a  man  ©f  notorioas  bad  character  generally — notorious  bad  char- 
acter, but  in  regard  to  any  specific  expression  of  opinion  in  regard  t-o  his  character  for 
truth  and  veracity,  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  it  questioned.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  ever  heard  of  his  being  a  witness,  and  hearing  that  matter  discussed. 

Question,  He  was  indicted,  was  he  not,  for  some  crime  f 

Anstver.  Yes.  sir;  he  has  been  indicted  several  times. 

Question,  Was  be  indicted  for  murder  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  indicted  and  tried  for  murder. 

Question.  What  was  the  plea  interposed  ? 

Answer.  Insanity. 

Qtiestlon.  What  was  the  proof? 

Answer,  Insanity  from  drunkenness.  The  proof  was  that  he  had  been  drunk  for 
some  two  or  three  weeks  before  that — in  a  confused  state  of  intoxication  for  two  or 
three  weeks  before  the  crime  or  offense  with  which  he  was  charged  waa  committed.. 

Question.  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  the  trial  T 

Answer,  I  was  present  during  the  trial. 

Question.  He  alleged  that  he  proved  on  the  trial  that  he  had  taken  a  large  dose  of 
morphine,  and  that  that  was  the  immediate  cause  of  his  insanity.  Was  there  any  such 
irooff  ^ 
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Answer,  I  do  not  remember  any  snch  proof,  sir ;  it  may  be  possible.  ApbysJoiui  was 
introdaced  to  prove  the  effect  of  long  intoxication  npon  tbe  mind.  I  do  not  lemember 
that  there  -was  any  proof  as  to  the  administering  any  morphine,  sir;  if  there  was,  I  do 
not  remember  it.  i  am  satisfied,  however,  that  that  was  not  the  plea— that  that  was 
not  the  defense,  that  it  was  morphine ;  but  the  defense  was  insanity  £rom  long^cou- 
tinned  intoxication— drunkenness. 

Question,  Was  he  acquitted  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  discharged  on  that  plea. 

Question,  What  other  crime  was  he  indicted  for  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  cannot  tell  you ;  he  has  been  before  tbe  courts  there  so  often, 
before  the  town  courts  and  the  circuit  courts,  that  I  cannot  remember  what  otiber 
charges  have  been  prefenred ;  various  charges,  though,  of  violence— I  declare  I  do  not 
remember— in  the  town  courts.  In  the  council  courts,  it  was  for  living  in  adultery 
with  negro  women.  Such  charges  were  preferred  there,  but  I  do  not  Imow  whether 
there  was  ever  an  indictment  in  the  circuit  courts. 

Question,  What  was  tbe  charge  t 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  living  in  adultery  with  lewd  t^ouhh ;  they  were  colored 
women. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Do  you  spealf  of  Mr.  Dougherty's  character  at  tbe  present  time,  or  in  the 
pastf 

Anstcer,  In  the  past,  I  say  ;  tbe  last  year  and  a  half  or  two  years  it  has  been  since  he 
left  our  town. 

Question,  Is  not  he  a  correct  and  sober  man  at  this  time  ? 

Answer,  If  he  is  he  has  commenced  it  in  the  last  three  or  four  months ;  I  saw  him 
beastly  drunk  within  three  or  four  months,  within  the  summer  past. 

Question,  Does  his  bad  character  grow  principally  from  the  fact  of  his  being  a  dissi- 
patted  man  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Ton  sav  he  has  a  general  bad  character ;  specify  in  what  respects  it  is  bad. 

Ansfoer,  It  would  be  difficult  to  commenoe.  I  will  state  some  faots  or  circum- 
stances. He  is  a  very  violent  man  whenever  he  has  the  advantage  of  another,  and  a 
very  powerful  man  in  bis  chest.  He  is  defoimed ;  his  legs  are  somewhat  deformed,  and 
he  gets  about  badly  on  that  aecoont.  He  was  indulged  when  a  boy  very  much  and 
his  violince  winked  at  until  it  ctow  to  such  a  habit  with  him  that  it  formed  a  part  of 
his  character.  He  was  a  very  obeceDe  and  profane  man,  and  would  sometimes  fp>  and 
join  the  church,  and  profess  the  most  devout  piety,  and  become  remarkable  for  it,  and 
laugh  at  it  afterward  and  say  it  was  all  a  joke,  and  go  on  the  streets  and  swear  that  he 
believed  the  Virgin  Mary  was  a  whore  and  Jesus  Clmst  a  bastard,  and  talked  it  out 
publicly  in  the  streets  among  citizens,  and  was  guilty  of  agreat  many  aots,  I  caanot 
teU  you  what,  but  violations  of  decency,  law,  and  order,  ae  was  considered  in  the 
town  a  very  dangerous  man,  and  a  very  bad  man ;  his  father  before  he  died  could  not 
control  him,  and  ceased  to  attempt  to  control  him. 

Question,  But  yorf  never  heard  bis  character  for  truth  called  in  question  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  have  heard  it  called  in  question.  I  do  not  re- 
member his  ever  having  been  a  witness  in  any  case.  I  do  not  remember  any  circum- 
stances calling  it  in  question  at  all. 

Question,  From  your  knowledge  of  the  man  would  you  hesitate  to  believe  him  when 
testifying  to  any  matter  in  which  he  had  no  personal  interest ;  would  you  hesitate  to 
believe  him  when  testifying  under  oath  f 

Answer,  Well^  sir.  whenever  any  man  has  established  a  notorious  bad  characterfor 
anything  affecting  nis  general  character  I  could  not  believe  him  whether  his  veracity 
was  questioned  or  not.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  Dougherty  I  do  not  know — I  will  make  the 
general  remark,  however,  that  I  would  believe  no  man  who  bad  established  so  bad  a 
character  as  Mr.  Dougherty  had  in  the  community. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  bis  beiug  before  the  courts  frequently;  was  be  ever  convicted 
of  any  crime  f 

Answer,  I  think  not ;  he  used  to  be  confined  frequently  before  tbe  town  courts.  I  do 
not  know  that  he  was  convicted  in  tbe  circuit  court;  his  father  used  to  be  the  judge 
there ;  his  father  used  frequently  to  send  him  to  jail,  imprison  him. 

Question,  These  convictions  were  for  mere  misdemeanors  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  before  the  town  courts.  As  another  evidence  of  his  bad  character,  I 
bavo  heard  him  curse  his  father  very  bitterly  for  sending  him  to  jail.  Uis  father  was 
jadge  of  the  circuit  court  there  for  a  number  of  years  belore  bis  death. 

Question.  Alston,  I  suppose,  rendered  himself  very  obnoxious  to  the  white  people  up 
in  that  section  of  countr^  on  account  of  the  influence  he  exerted  ovez-the  colored  peo- 
ple, and  the  zeal  he  manifested  in  the  republican  cause,  did  he  not  f  VriOO^ 

Answer,  Whenever  that  influence  was  exerted  badly,  exerted  to  incite  riots,  or  to  ex- 
cite ill-will  to  the  whites ;  but  so  long  as  he  exerted  himself  simply  to  increase  his 
party's  strength  in  a  legitimate  way,  there  was  no  prejudice  against  Alston. 
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QuestUm,  What  riot  did  he  incite  T 

Answer.  The  one  I  have  just  epoken  of. 

Question.  Were  any  previons  riots  ever  incited  by  hioi  ? 

Answer,  He  has  incited  gatherings  at  the  hotel ;  expressions  were  used  and  iiiflam- 
matory  speeches  made  by  him. 

Question.  Any  subsequent  riots  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  left  and  has  not  been  back  there  since. 

Question.  The  only  riot  you  can  lay  your  finger  upon  incited  by  him  is  the  one  you 
have  described  ? 

Anstver.  Using  the  Tvord  riot,  it  was  too  strong  an  expression,  probably.  There  were 
frequent  a8S(*mblies  at  his  instance. 

Question.  Were  you  at  those  assemblies  f 

Answer.  I  was  at  one. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  him  8i>eak  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  make  an  inflammatory  speech  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  he  spoke  of  the  whites  as  enemies  of  the  bla^k  race,  and  trying  to 
cheat  them  out  of  their  rights,  and  that  the  blacks  must  look  upon  them  as  enemiesi 
and  such  as  that. 

Question.  Did  he  denounpe  the  white  race  for  opposing  negro  suffrage  in  that  speech? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  it.  • 

Question.  On  what  ground  did  he  charge  the  whites  with  being  the  enemies  of  his 
race? 

Ansicer.  He  was  cndcavorinlf  to  unite  and  consolidate  the  blacks  and  prevent  any  of 
them  from  voting  the  democratic  ticket,  and  his  purpose  in  doin^  so  was  to  excite  en- 
mity to  the  white  race,  without  any  particular  reason  being  assigned. 

Question.  He  assigned  no  ground  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir.  His  purpose  was  to  get  a  unanimous  vote  against  the  whites,  and 
to  do  that  he'instilled  hatred  against  the  whites,  and  whenever  he  did  so  of  coorse  he 
excited  the  ill-will  of  the  whit^ 

Question.  That  ill-will  continued  down  to  the  time  he  was  fired  upon,  did  it  not  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  he  was  held  in  any  favor:  but  he  was  never  interfered  with, 
and  nothingever  said  to  him  by  the  whites — notmng  ever  in  a  hostile  manner. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  five  men  arrested  fi>r  this  assault  upon  his  house,  two  as  hav- 
ing l^n  discharged,  and  three  as  having  been  bound  over. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  who  became  the  bail  of  those  who  were  bound  over  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  You  know  Mr.  Adams  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Jesse  Adams  ?  I  do.  One  of  the  men  bound  over  had  been  in  Mr. 
Adams's  employ  as  his  blacksmith  for  years. 

Question.  Did  Adams  become  his  bail  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Robert  Johnson  ? 

Answer.  I  know  him  very  well.  ^ 

Question.  Do  you  know  he  became  bail  for  one  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that. 

Question.  Are  they  both  democrats  I 

Anstoer.  Adams  is,  I  think.  Robert  Johnson  is  a  republican  ;  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  commissioner's  court  for  a  good  while.  I  do  not  know  really  what  his  political 
status  is. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  that  the  prosecutions  against  these  three  men,  who 
.were  bound  over,  were  dismissed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  at  the  same  time  that  the  others  were  dismissed  against  these  par- 
ties who  aided  in  bringing  these  negroes  nji  to  the  town. 

Question.  So  that  no  one  at  this  time  is  under  prosecution  for  this  attack  upon 
Alston's  house? 

Anstcer.  None  that  I  know  of ;  I  think  none. 

Question.  No  one  has  ever  been  punished  for  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  all  efforts  ceased  to  discover  who  the  criminals  were  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  that. 

Question.  This  occurred  in  June,  1870,  did  it  not  ? 

Answer.  It  occurred  the  summer  of  last  year ;  I  cannot  tell  what  month  exactly. 

Question.  Is  not  the  latest  public  opinion  upon  this  subject  that  this  attack  was  mado 
by  white  men  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  is  not.  The  opinion  has  always  prevailed  there,  among  all  I  have 
ever  heard  express  an  opinion,  that  it  was  done  by  negroes. 

Question.  You  never  heard  an  expression  of  opinion  that  it  was  by  white  mea  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  that  Jim  Alston  has  said  since  he  has  been  here,  in  a  publio 
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epeecb,  or  a  public  examination,  I  think  it  was,  or  an  examination  in  a  contest  between 
Mr.  Norris  and  Mr.  Handley,  or  expressed  the  belief,  that  it  was  white  men. 

QuesUan,  This  attack  npon  his  hoase  was,  I  nnderstand,  upon  the  evening  of  the  day 
of  this  public  meeting  at  the  court-house  1 

Amwer.  I  think  it  was,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  count  the  number  of  shots  that  were  fired  into  the  house— count 
the  marks  npon  the  walls  or  inside  T 

Answ^,  No,  sir;  but  there  were  quite  a  number  of  them,  different  sized  shot — ^bird- 
shot,  squirrel-shot,  duck-shot,  and,  I  think,  one  or  two  balls  in  the  side  of  the  house. 

Question,  Did- the  proof  say  how  mau^  were  concerned  in  that  attack  f 

Answer.  No,  sir :  the  only  proof  was  in  regard  to  these  five.  Alston  swore  to  these 
five,  and  some  otner  negroes  swore  to  seeing  some  of  them  afterward. 

Question.  Was  there  any  proof  upon  the  point  of  whether  they  came  thereupon  horse- 
back or  on  foot  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  proof  was  that  they  did  come  on  horseback ;  some  on  horseback 
and  some  on  mules. 

Question,  Was  there  any  proof  as  to  whether  they  were  disguised  or  not  T 

Answer,  In  the  attack  on  Alston's  house  f  There  was  no  proof  that  there  was  any  dis- 
guise, and  no  proof  of  coming  on  horseback  at  Alston's  house.  The  proof  of  going  on 
horsoDack  was  at  the  attack  on  the  church. 

Question.  The  only  men,  then,  that  have  been  punished  for  that  affair  were  negroes 
who  were  not  present  at  the  time  of  the  attack  on  Alston's  house,  but  came  subse- 
quently, at  his  request,  to  town  f 

Answer.  They  were  not  punished  for  that  offense,  but  for  the  offense  of  going  around 
over  the  county  and  inciting  the  negroes  to  come  up  armed ;  and  when  the  sheriff  or- 
dered them  to  disperse,  they,  with  inflammatory  remarks,  urged  them  not  to  do  so,  but 
to  stay  there  and  bum  down  the  town.  They  were  the  negroes  punished,  and  only  two 
or  three  ot  them  were  punished ;  the  balance  were  discharged.  They  were  not  panishcd 
for  the  offense  of  shooting  at  Alston. 

Question.  The^  were  not  present  at  the  attack  npon  Alston':^  house  at  ail  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  there  was  no  proof  of  their  presence. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  the  county  officers— the  county  judge,  Hhe  sheriff,  and  the  cir- 
cuit clerk — as  being  republicans ;  do  they  vote  the  republican  ticket  t 

Answer,  They  do ;  they  are  very  zealous  republicans. 

Question,  All  of  them  I  • 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  name  of  the  probate  judge  f 

Answer.  J.  T.  Menifee.  L.  B.  Strange  is  the  circuit  judge ;  Howell  R.  Hayes  is  the 
cireuit  clerk,  and  is,  a  very  zealous  republican. 

Question,  who  is  sheriff? 

Answer.  The  sheriff  is  dead ;  he  died  about  a  month  or  six  weeks  ago. 

Question.  I  do  not  speak  of  the  present  sheriff. 

Answer.  Joel  D.  Paget 

QuesUon.  Did  he  act  with  the  republican  party  at  that  time  T 

Answer,  He  did;  he  was  considered  the 'leader  of  the  republican  party  there,  I 
believe. 

Question,  Do  you  say  the  county  solicitor  was  considered  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know.  He  was  a  quiet  man,  who  never  tfdked  politics.  He  was 
elected  by  republicans  at  the  same  election  where  Judge  Strange  was  elected  and  the 
sheriff.    There  were  no  democratic  nominees  at  alL 

Question.  How  long  after  this  attack  on  Alston's  house  before  the  assault  was  made 
on  Butler's  church  f 

Answer.  I  declare  I  do  not  remember  how  long  it  was. 

Question,  You  say  Mr.  Butler  is  a  man  of  truth,  whose  statement  can  be  relied  upohf 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  any  of  the  whites  sa^  anything  about  him  at  all.  I  have 
heard  his  people  say  it  was  good.  He  never  associates  with  the  whites.  I  have  never 
hesxd  his  veracity  drawn  in  question.    I  never  heard  anything  said  against  it.  • 

Question.  If  he  should  testify  that  he  saw  a  white  man  or  \diite  men  in  the  church, 
with  pistols  in  their  hands,  you  would  not  hesitate  to  believe  it,  would  you  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  in  his  character  that  would  cause  me  to  exclude  it. 
I  would  believe  that  he  thought  so  at  least.  He  has  been  before  the  State  grand  jury 
and  United  States  grand  jnry,  or  was  subpcBuaed  before  them,  and  came.  I  reckon 
he  went  before  them.  I  do  not  know  what  he  testified  on  those  occasiens ;  but  I  would 
argue  that  if  he  had  testified  in  that  way  before  the  grand  Juries  in  those  two  courts 
there  would  have  been  some  arrests  made,  If  he  had  told  them  who  the  parties  were. 
He  is  pretty  well  acquainted  with  all  the  white  persons  about  Tusk^ee. 

Question.  You  say  this  matter  was  brought  before  the  United  States  grand  jury  at 
this  place  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  ^ 
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Question.  And  the  negroes  who  were  present  in  the  cliarcli  that  nigbt  were  brought 
here  as  witnesses  ? 

Aimver.  Yes,  sir ;  subpoenaed. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  they  came  before  the  grand  jury  f 

An9wei\  They  came  here  for  the  purpose.  Whether  they  were  carried  before  tho 
grand  jury  or  not  I  cannot  say.  A  number  of  persons  were  brought  here— the  parties 
who  held  the  coroner's  inquest  and  a  number  of  members  of  the  republican  party. 
Colonel  Bo  wen,  the  postmaster  there,  was  subpcsnaed— I  do  not  know  whether  he  oame— 
and  other  members  of  the  party.  Very  strenuous  efforts  were  made  by  the  State's 
authorities,  as  well  as  the  United  States  authorities  here,  to  find  out  who  it  was. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  the  meeting  of  the  blacks  that  night  at  tlus 
colored  church  f    Was  it  a  political  meeting  f 

Atmoer.  They  were  holding  a  League  meeting,  as  they  called  it.  I  guess  its  objects 
were  political. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  they  were  holding  a  League  meeting  f 

Answer.  It  was  tho  testimony  of  Alston  and  all  the  witnesses  who  testified  in  tliis 
matter. 

Question.  I  speak  of  the  night  the  church  was  fired  into. 

Anstcer.  O,  I  do  not  know,  sir.  There  has  been  no  trial  about  that ;  no  sworn  testi- 
mony in  regard  to  the  matter. 

Question.  I  was  asking  what  was  tho  character  of  the  meeting  that  night  wheu  two 
were  killed  and  three  wounded  f 

Answer.  The  report  I  heard  from  those  who  were  there  was  that  it  was  a  lea^erB* 
meeting.  I  infer  from  that  that  it  was  some  other  meeting  than  the  League  or  politi- 
cal meeting;  a  church  meeting,  I  presume.  They  callod  it,  thoa|^,  a  leaders* 
meeting. 

Question.  A  meeting  of  the  leaders  of  the  church  ? 

Answer.  I  guess  so.    I  infer  so. 

Question.  Vou  spoke  of  an  effort  being  made  to  follow  the  tracks  of  the  horses  and 
mules  from  the  church  that  night.  How  far  on  the  road  toward  Hunnicutt  were  those 
tracks  followed  up  T 

Answer.  They  wBr6  only  followed  out  to  where  it  led  into  the  public  road,  I  suppose 
a  distance  of  about  half  a  mile,  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile. 

Question.  How  far  was  it  from  the  church  to  Hunnicutt  f 

Anmoer.  I  suppose  it  was  about  ten  or  twelve  miles. 

QuesUon.  Were  there  any  diverging  roads  f 

Ansu}er.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  one  diverging  road,  that  led  to  this  place,  but  that  load 
was  at  right  angles  to  the  road  to  Hunmcutt ;  it  turned  off  at  right  angles  coming  in 
this  direction ;  if  the  parties  had  intended  to  go  in  this  direction,  they  would  liave 
gone  from  the  church  in  an  opposite  direction  from  the  way  thety  did. 

Question.  Do  you  say  that  between  Tuskegee  and  Hunnicutt  there  is  only  one  road 
that  leads  off  from  the  thoroughfare  t 

Anstoer.  Only  one  main  public  road :  there  are  roads  into  plantations ;  I  speak  of  the 
road  now  to  where  we  tracked  the  mujes ;  there  are  three,  or  four,  or  five,  or  six  roads, 
very  near  Zion  Church,  but  the  road  where  the  horses'  tracks  led  to  leads  right  on  to 
Hunnicutt,  and  I  do  not  remember  but  one  main  public  road  that  diverges  from  that, 
and  that  leads  off  to  Montgomery,  five  or  six  miles  from  this  church. 

Question.  So,  for  aught  you  know  to  the  contrary,  these  tracks  may.  have  taken  that 
diverging  road  f 

Answer.  They  may  have ;  it  was  improbable,  but  it  was  possible. 

Question.  Is  the  country  pretty  thickly  settled  between  Tnskegee  and  Hunnicutt  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  there  are  very  few  white  persons  living  in  that  section  ;  it  i6  what 
is  called  a  lime-mud  country,  settled  up  with  large  plantations,  and  most  of  the  whites 
have  moved  out  upon  the  healthy  ridge  that  Tuskcgee  is  built  upon ;  all  of  that 
country  is  settled  up  with  negroes ;  a  few  white  superintendents  of  farms  remain  there, 
bnt  it  18  settled  up  almost  entirely  by  negroes.  I  believe  one  precinct  votes  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty,  and  there  are  only  eight  or  ten  white  votes  in  the  precinct,  and  that 
is  this  Hunnicutt  preclhct  that  I  am  speaking  about. 

Question.  Was  there  not  a  committee  that  waited  upon  Alston  to  advise  him  to  leave 
that  part  of  the  country  ;  that  his  life  was  not  safe  there  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  That  it  would  be  better  for  Lim  to  Icavo  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  never  hear  of  such  a  committee  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  If  there  had  been  such,  do  you  think  you  would  have  heard  of  it  t 

Answer.  1  think  so,  sir.  There  was  an  application  made  by  Alston's  &ther-in4aW'- 
80 1  have  heard  since  he  left — that  if  there  would  be  no  prosecution  against  Akton,  if 
he  would  not  be  arrested,  that  he  would  never  trouble  the  oommuntty  any  mon,  but 
what  the  extent  of  the  proposition  was  I  do  not  know ;  I  heard  of  no  committee  ap- 
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r>iuted  for  that  purpose,  and  I  am  satisfied  there  was  no  such  committee ;  if  there  WQS 
never  heard  of  it  at  least.  I  know  this,  that  the  people  of  the  town  were  very  indig- 
napt  at  his  going  away,  and  indignant  that  those  other  prosecutions  were  dismissed. 
The  people  in  the  town  who  had  been  so  alarmed  and  excited  about  this  riot  desired 
Alston's  trial  and  conviction,  and  they  were  very  indignant  about  it. 

Que9ti<m.  Bow  large  a  place  is  Tuskegee  f 

Answer,  I  reckon  uiere  are  now  about  two  thousand  inhabitants. 

Question.  Do  you  take  an  active  part  in  politics  yourself? 

Anatcer,  I  have  for  the  last  year;  I  did  not  until  about  two  years  ago. 

Question,  With  whicH party  do  you  affiliate? 

Answer,  With  the  democratic  party,  sir. 

Question,  Were  yon  in  the  army,  sir,  during  the  civil  war  ? 

Answer,  I  was,  until  its  close. 

Question.  In  tiie  confederate  army  ? 

Answer,  I  was.        ^ 

Question,  Did  yon  hold  any  rank  or  office  ? 

Answer,  I  commanded  a  regiment  in  the  confederate  service,  sir ;  I  was  with  the 
army  till  it  surrendered.  I  would  like  to  state  to  the  committee,  inasmuch  as  these 
ontx8ge&  or  these  incidents,  have  been  referred  to  befoi:e  civil  tribunals,  the  commit- 
tees in  the  congressional  matter,  and  here,  and  in  the  public  prints,  to  state  the  condi- 
tion of  affairs  m  our  county.  Since  these  troubles,  there  has  not  been  a  more  quiet,  ft 
more  orderly,  a  more  prosperous  county  in  the  State,  or  a  county,  I  think,  where  there 
is  better  feeling  between  the  blacks  and  whites  than  in  my  county  now.  Perfect 
41iuQt,  peace,  and  harmony  now  prevail  between  the  whites  and  blacks---that  is  Macon 
Comity. 

Question,  Since  you  have  volunteered  that  statement  to  the  committee,  I  will  ask  you 
what  has  been  the  reduction  in  the  vote  polled  in  the  county  aince  the  time  of  this 
attack  upon  Alston's  house  and  the  subsequent  attack  upon  the  colored  church  ?  Has 
there  not  been  a  reduction  in  your  county  of  several  hundred  votes  ? 

Answer,  There  has  been  a  reduction^  sir ;  I  do  not  remember  the  number  of  votes. 
Yes,  sir ;  there  has  been  a  reduction ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  amounts  to  several  hun- 
dred votes  or  not ;  I  will  state  one  reason  of  the  reduction. 

Question,  In  the  first  place,  I  would  like  to  get  your  opinion  about  the  amount  of 
the  reduction ;  how  much  the  vote  is  less. 

Answer,  I  cannot  now  tell. 

Question,  Is  not  the  reduction  entirely  on  the  republican  side  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  was  just  going  to  state  to  you  that  at  one  precinct  that  has  never 
cast  a  republican  vote  at  all— and  there  never  has  been  since  the  surrender  a  republi- 
can vote—at  the  last  election  there  was  not  a  single  vote. 

Question,  Are  there  not  any  negroes  there? 

Answer,  Yes^ir :  fifteen  or  twenty,  but  it  is  almost  entirely  settled  by  whites.  The 
negroes  go  to  Tuskegee  to  vote.  The  negroes  in  the  county  concentrate  at  one  place, 
except  at  the  Hunnicutt  beat,  where  they  are  almost  unanimous.  The  negroes  at  the 
other  end  come  to  the  county  seat.  They  have  to  distribute  all  tickets,  and  they  are 
instructed  to  come  to  the  county  seat.  In  this  beat,  called  the  Texas  beat,  it  is  unani- 
mously a  democratic  precinct ;  there  has  not  been  a  republican  vote  since  the  war,  and 
at  the  last  election  it  did  not  poll  a  vote  at  all. 

Question,  On  either  side? 

Answer,  On  either  side;  not  a  vote  was  polled  there  at  all. 

Question,  1  was  asking  you  to  give  me  a  statement  of  the  reduction,  and  which  party 
lost  most  by  it. 

Answer,  I  think  in  the  reduction  the  republican  party  lost  most,  because  the  repub- 
lican is  so  largely  in  the  minority  in  my  county.  I  will  say  this,  however,  that  I  am 
of  opinion  that  these  instances,  these  affairs,  did  not  influence  the  negroes  to  go  away 
from  the  polls,  but  rather  stimulated  them  to  come  out  to  the  polls,  xbelieve  the  vote 
would  have  been  smaller  if  these  occurrences  had  not  taken  pliice ;  it  produced  more 
agitation  and  excitement. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  The  negroes  are  generally  losing  interest  in  the  election  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  losing  interest  in  the  elections,  and  almost  throughout  this 
State,  there  are  very  large  numbers  of  democratic  negroes ;  there  are  now  in  my 
connty. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  You  say  there  are  now  in  Macon  County  a  large  number  of  democratic 
negroes? 
JM^icer.  Yes,  sir;  a  large  number. 

Answer,  1  heard  say  between  six  and  eight  hundred  democrauc voters,  anafpnninber 
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of  others  woald  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  bnt  believed  that  the  oath  tliey  took  vihem 
they  joined  the  League  prevents  them  from  votine  it.  I  hea^  a  very  ioflaential  ne- 
gro  ask  Colonel  Bowen^  the  postmaster  in  my  connw,  and  who  is  a  leadinj;  repoblican 
uiere,  if  he  could,  consistently  with  the  oath  he  took  when  he  joined  the  League,  vote 
ibr  the  democrats ;  that  he  wanted  to  do  it ;  that  he  was  tired  of  voting  the  republi- 
can ticket,  an^  wanted  to  know  if  it  was  consistent  with  his  oath ;  that  he  did  not 
want  to  peijure  himself,  and  that  a  number  of  others  would  do  the  same  thing  if  they 
bought  they  could  do  it  consistently  with  their  oath. 

Question.  When  did  the  democratic  party  acquire  this  great  accession  of  strength 
from  the  colored  voters ;  within  the  last  year  or  two  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  It  has  been  principally  Since  these  attacks  on  the  colored  church  and 
Alston  t 

Answer,  It  may  have  been  since  the  riots,  but  not  induced  by  the  riots. 

Qutcstion.  How  do  you  know  t  • 

Answer,  I  was  going  to  tell  yon.  They  give  as  a  reason  that  they  have  had  many 
promises  held  out  to  them  by  those  for  whom  they  voted,  who  influenced  them ;  prom- 
ises of  great  good  that  they  never  realized,  and  think  that  the  course  they  have  pur- 
sued has  kept  them  estranged  from  the  whites  who  are  their  best  friends,  and  they 
ore  satisfied  it  is  the  wrong  policy,  and  they  want  a  different  policy,  to  become  the 
friends  of  the  whites,  and,  since  they  have  manifested  that  spirit,  they  see  there  is 
more  harmony,  peace,  ana  quiet,  and  prosperous  times,  and  they  are  disposed  to  go 
with  the  whites  now. 

Question,  You  never  heard  it  said  they  wanted  to  buy  their  peace  by  entering  the 
democratic  fold? 

Answer,  Never. 

Question,  You  never  heard  that  this  chfiDge  in  political  sentiments  resulted  from 
terrorism  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  never. 

Question,  You  have  no  suspicion  that  any  of  these  conversions  were  brought  around 
by  intimidation  t 

Answer,  I  have  not,  for  the  reason  that  the  intimidations  would  come  from  the  other 
side  in  my  county ;  they  so  largely  outnumber,  and  they  have  all  the  ofiScers  in  the 
countv  of  their  own  party,  who  are  very  zealous  partisans,  and  the  intimidation  would, 
thereiore,  come  from  their  side ;  it  would  be  a  very  poor  game  for  the  democrats 
in  my  county  to  attempt  intimidation :  it  would  be  suicidal  policy. 

(^kcstion.  Have  you  not  heard  it  said  that  a  great  many  negroes  have  been  induced 
to  leave  your  codnty,  because  of  their  apprehensions  that  they  were  m  danger  of  per- 
8onal  violence  f 

Anewer,  No,  sir.  The  only  negroes  I  have  heard  who  left  there  were  refugees  ftom 
crimes,  who  have  left  to  avoid  prosecutions,  and  who  have  left  on  their  own  proposi- 
tions to  leave,  provided  the  prosecutions  would  be  dismissed  against  them.  Those  are 
the  only  ones  I  have  heard  of;  there  may  have  been  such  cases,  but  they  have  not 
come  within  ray  knowledge. 

Question,  What  is  the  comparative  strength  of  the  two  parties  at  this  time  in  your 
county  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  don't  know,  sir.  Taking  into  account  the  accession  from  the  republi- 
can ranks  to  the  democratic  ranks  in  my  county,  I  suppose  we  have  some  three  or  fbor 
hundred  majority,  where  they  probably  had  eighteen  hundred  before. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Mr.  Abercrombie,  how  many  colored  men  came  up  from  Hunnicutt  and 
Taskegee  at  the  time  of  the  county  convention  there,  of  which  you  have  spoken  t 

Answer,  Altogether  f 

Question,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer,  I  cannot  tell.  They  came  from  different  sections  and  I  cannot  tell.  I  think 
I  heard,  however,  that  the  number  that  were  in  the  crowd  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town, 
that  had  assembled  and  were  talking  in  a  hostile  and  angry  manner  about  the  nomi- 
nees, and  about  the  town  negroes  overslaughing  them  when  they  had  the  strongest 
lieat  in  the  county,  were  some  ten  or  fifteen,  that  had  stopped  in  the  road  and  were 
bragging,  and  flourishing  pistols  about  and  drinking. 

Question,  They  seemed  dissatisfied  with  the  action  at  Tuskcgee  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Their  dissatisfaction,  of  course,  grew  out  of  their  political  defeat  in  that 
convention  t 

Answei^,  I  suppose  so,  sir ;'  I  heard  of  nothing  else.  There  was  no  disturbance  in  the 
'iown,  no  collision,  or  hostile  expression  from  any  one  else. 

Question,  If  they  were  dissatisfied  with  the  action  of  the  convention  which  nominated 
coontv  officers,  how  did  they  expect  to  get  redress  by  m<dung  an  attack  on  a  c<doied 
churcn,  occupied  by  the  pastor  and  his  board  of  trustees  and  stewards  at  the  cbordi 
meeting  t 
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Anstcer,  I  cannot  answer  that,  sir. 

QiKstUm,  DM  you  ever  hear  it  reported  in  your  town  that  there  were  any  white  men 
connected  with  the  attacking  party  upon  the  church  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not. 

QueBiion,  Did  you  ever  hear  it  stated  that  the  man  who  entered  the  church-door  with 
a  pistol  in  his  hand  and  shot  Columbus  Mitchell  was  a  white  man  t       -« 

Ajiswer,  Let  me  explain.  I  stated  ^l^at  a  few  of  these  negroes  who  were  in  the 
church  said  that  some  of  them  were  white  men  in  disgnise^  wmle  a  m^Jorilj  of  them 
said  they  were  satisfied  they  were  negroes.  It  was  a  suspicion  on  the  part  of  some  of 
them,  that,  while  they  were  all  black,  for  they  said  they  were  all  black,  that  they  had 
assumed  this.  • 

Qu€8ti<m,  That  they  had  discolored  their  faces? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  the  majority  said  they  were  satisfied  they  were  black  men — 
neCToes. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  it  reported  that  a  mask  was  foun4  the  subsequent  day 
about  the  church,  near  there  ? 

Ansicer,  I  heard  one  negro  said  so  ;  I  did  not  hear  him  say  eo. 


•  Montgomery,  Axabama,  Octubcr  19, 1871. 

CHARLES  LOPER  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  this  witness  has  been  called  by  the  minority,  General  Blair  will 
please  conduct  his  examination. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Charles,  state  to  the  committee  where  you  live. 

Answer.  I  live  eight  miles  irom  here,  sir,  on  the  RoUand  BrasscL  plantation— it  used 
to  be  that. 

Question.  I  want  you  to  state,  Charles,  to  the  committee,  if  you  have  ever  been 
threatened,  or  have  any  threats  been  made  against  any  man  of  your  color  for  wanting 
to  vote  the  democratic  ticket. 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  haven't.  They  have  never  threatened  me.  I  never  heard  any 
threats  about  voting,  but  they  went  so  far  as  to  say  this :  I  have  heaxd  many  a  one 
say,  if  they  did  vote,  that  they  would  have  no  equal  rights  in  law,  and  such  as  that. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  them  say  they  would  be  reduced  to  slavery  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  something  worse  than  slavery;  they  wouldn't  have  any  protection, 
and  so  on. 

Question.  Is  your  neighborhood  peaceable  and  quiet  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  never  has  no  altercations  in  our  neighborhood  at  all. 

Question.  Is  there  good  feeling  between  the  whites  and  blacks  Y 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  apparently  warm ;  there  is^o  difficulty  in  our  neighborhood,  and  I 
have  been  living  in  it  or  where  I  am  almost  since  the  surrender.  It  is  quiet  and 
I»eaceable. 

Question.  Are  the  white  people  in  your  neighborhood  all  democrats  t 

Answer.  Ye8,9ir; 

Question,  Are  black  people  all  the  other  way  f 

Answer.  No;  I  can't  say  alL 

QuesHon.  Most  of  them  are  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  laigest  majority  are. 

Question.  Yet  you  say  you  are  getting  along  quietiv  and  peaceably  tbgetiier  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir;  we  get  alons  quiet  and  peaceable. 

Question.  Who  do  you  live  with  T 

Answer.  I  am  renting  this  place  I  told  you  of,  of  the  estate. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  You  vote  the  democratic  ticket  yonrself ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  a  slave  before  the  war  T 

Answer.  O,  yea,  sir. 

Question.  Whose  slave  were  you  t 

Answer.  E.  D.  Leper's.    I  came  here  in  1658,  from  South  Carolina— Mr.  Harwell. 

Question.  A  ^ood  many  other  negroes  up  in  that  part  of  the  country  vote  the  demo> 
cratio  ticket  with  you  Y 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  there  are  some  few. 

Questiou.  You  are  not  molested  at  all  in  voting  your  sentiments  t    C^  r\r\r^\o 

Answer.  No,  sir.  ^  ^  ^^^^  ^v ^OO^IC 

Question.  You  find  you  get  along  better  with  the  white  people  bv  voting  the  demo- 
cratic ticket  than  the  others  have  who  voted  the  republican  ticket  f 
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Answer,  So  far  as  myself  is  concerned,  I  get  along  just  as  good  as  if  I  was  as  'whito 
as  them,  and  if  I  get  scarce  of  money  I  could  go  to  Mr.  Carrico,  er  Mr,  Meadows,  or 
Mr.  Tom  Crawforp.,  or  Mr.  Lewis,  and  get  anything  I  ever  asked  for,  just  as  if  I  was 
as  white  as  they  are. 

Question,  They  respect  you  for  the  way  you  vote  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUoH,  Db  you  not  think  the^  treat  you  a  little  better  than  thoy  do  those  colored 
gentlemen  who  vote  the  radical  ticket  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  there  is,  maybe,  more  thought  of  me. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  20, 1871. 

JEFFERSON  FALKNER  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  This  witness  having  been  called  by  the  minority,  the  examination 
will  be  conducted  by  General  Blair.  « 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Qmslion,  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Answer,  "Mj  residence  is  in  this  city. 

Question.  State,  judge,  if  you  were  in  Chambers  County  on  the  occasion  of  the  shoot- 
ing and  killing  of  a  negro  man  by  the  name  of  Tramblies.  ' 

Answer,  Americus  Tramblies  t 

Question,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer,  I  was.  I  was  at  La  Fayette,  in  attendance  upon  the  circuit  court,  at  the  time, 
sir. 

Question.  State,  if  you  please,  the  circumstances  attending  the  occurrence. 

Answer.  I  only  know  from  what  I  heard  at  La  Fayette.  I  was  not  up  at  the  i^aco 
where  the  killing  occurred.  I  saw  a  nu mber  of  persons  from  there,  though ,  and  I  talked 
with  the  solicitor  who  was  in  attendance.  Colonel  Hudson,  and  also  Judge  Strange, 
who  was  presiding  in  the  court  up  there,  about  the  information  they  had  in  rm^rd  to 
it.  I  also  talked  with  Colonel  Jones,  or  Major  Jones  they  called  him ;  he  llveain  ti>e 
neighborhood,  and  was  at  the  coroner's  inquest.  I  also  had  an  interview  with  the 
sheriff  and  depnty  sheriff  both,  vdio  went  to  investigate  it;  the  sheriff  went  in  person 
first,  and  then  took  his  depnty  with  him  perhaps,  and  some  other  persons,  and,  as  I 
understood  from  these  various  parties  I  have  spoken  of,  who  investigated  the  matter, 
it  was  stated  that  some  time  in  the  night— the  hour  of  the  night  I  do  not  remember, 
but  perhaps  after  midnight— persons  came  to  the  house  where  these  negroes  were  liv- 
ing; it  seems  to  have  b^n  a  double  cabin,  with  two  rooms,  according  to  the  descrip- 
tion, the  white  woman  living  and  sleeping  in  one  end,  and  the  n^^roes  in  the  other. 

Question,  She  was  a  school-teacher  f  ^ 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  she  was  teaching  a  colored  school. 

Question.  Mrs.  Randall— was  that  her  name  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  I  never  was  acquainted  with  her ;  they  knocked  at  the 
6oor;  she  asked  who  was  there,  and  perhaps  refused  to  let  them  in;  they  told  her  it 
was  the  depnty  sheriff  and  some  men  with  him  searching  for  a  notorious  negro  thie^ 
whose  name  I  do  not  remember,  who  was  in  the  jail  at  La  Fayette ;  they  stoted  that 
that  negro  had  got  away  from  the  sheriff  that  evening,  and  they  believed  he  was 
there,  and  they  wanted  to  search  the  house :  she  stated  if  it  was  an  officer,  he  had  a 
right  to  come  in,  and  she  got  up  and  opened  the  door ;  some  other  parties  went  to  the 
other  door  where  the  negroes  were,  and  made  substantially  the  same  statement,  and, 
I  think,  the  negroes  refused  to  open  the  door  at  all  for  some  time,  until  the  old  woman, 
the  wife  of  this  old  man  who  was  killed,  went  and  opened  the  door  eventually,  and 
they  came  in.  There  was  a  light,  and  an  altercation  was  gotten  up  between  them  in 
regard  to  this  negro ;  they  accused  the  negro  of  knowing  where  this  prisoner  was  ;  he 
dehied  it ;  an  altercation  arose  between  them,  which  resulted  in  some  of  them  s]MM>t- 
ing  him,  and  also,  perhaps,  shooting  his  son  ;  his  son  was  wounded  at  the  same  time ; 
there  were  several  shots  fired ;  in  that  way  he  was  killed  ;  that  was  my  information  at 
the  time — ^what  I  learned  from  all  these  parties. 

Question,  You  were  there  in  the  county  at  the  time  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  this  evidence,  of  which  you  speak,  come  out  on  the  coroner's  inquest  T 

Answer,  1  so  understood.  I  learned  some  or  the  facts  previously  to  the  coroner's  in- 
quest being  held ;  I  learned  it  from  Colonel  Hudson  and  from  Judge  Strange,  who  had 
their  information  from  this  white  woman,  who  came  down  to  town,  and  they  bad  aa 
interview  with  her.  I  am  acquainted  with  them  both.  I  afterward  saw  the  sheriff, 
and  the  coroner  who  held  the  inquest,  and  talked  with  them,  and  thev  all  snbeiantiaUj 
gave  the  same  statement.    I  do  not  think  there  was  any  contradiction  with  regard  ta 
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these  facta  as  I  have  now  stated  them.  I  tbink  thoy  all  agreed  with  regard  to  these 
facts.  Minor  Jones,  who  lived  in  the  immediate  neighborhood,  was  at  the  inquest^  and 
I  think,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  was  one  of  the  jury  of  inquest.  .1  cot  substanti- 
ally the  same  statement  from  him,  and  substantially  the  same  from  all  tbe  parties  I 
conversed  with.  Perhaps  it  is  proper  I  should  state  that  I  lived  at  La  Fayette  twelve 
years  and  practiced  law  tbere,  and  I  am  very  intimately  acquainted  through  the 
country  and  in  that  particular  neighborhood,  and  know  almost  everybody  there. 

Question,  Were  any  of  the  parties  identified  by  any  of  the  witnesses  f 

Anitoer.  My  information  is  that,  vrhen  this  woman,  this  school-teacher,  first  came 
down,  she  stated  she  knew  two  of  the  parties,  but  I  learned  afterward  from  some  of 
them,  I  do  not  remember  who,  but  perhaps  Major  Jones  and  the  sheriff— I  think  it  was 
them  I  learned  it  from — that  on  the  coroner's  inquest  she  could  not  state  who  any  of 
the  parties  were ;  that  the  guilty  parties  were  not  identified  on  the  inquest ;  that  was 
'what  I  learned. 

Queaiion,  Had  the  family,  the  old  negro  and  the  old  negro's  wife,  lived  along  time  in 
the  neighborhood  t 

Anmner,  Yes,  sir ;  long  before  the  -war.  They  had  belonged  to  old  Mr.  Tramblies,  and 
the  ^Eunily  was  rather  a  favorite ;  the  family  of  the  Tramblies  thought  a  great  deal  of 
them ;  they  had  lived  there  in  the  neighborhood,  I  reckon,  twenty  or  thirty  years. 

Quntion.  They  knew  everybody  in  tne  neighborhood  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  so. 

^hiesti^n,  I  understand  that  these  men  were  not  disguised  ? 

Annoer,  Not  at  all. 

Que$Uon,  They  would  have  been  able  to  have  identified  any  one  that  had  been  a 
neighbor  t 

Answer,  From  my  knowledge  of  the  people  up  there  and  these  neeroes,  I  should  say 
they  would  have  been  able  to  have  identified  any  of  the  men  of  that  neighborhood, 
they  having  lived  there  aS  long  as  they  had,  and  it  being  on  a  public  road,  a  very  pub- 
lic Toad,  from  La  Fayette  leading  up  to  Fredonia  and  Hickory  Flat ;  it  was  a  very  public 
road,  and  they  had  lived  there  many  years.  I  think  they  would  be  likely  to  know 
almost  everybody  in  that  neighborhood. 

QuesHan,  Was  diligent  search  made  to  discover  the  parties  f 

An$wer,  From  what  I  could  see  and  hear  from  the  sheriff  and  others,  X  think  there 
was ;  the  sheriff,  Mr.  Bobert  J.  Kellum,  himself,  went  first,  and  his  deputy,  Thomas  J. 
Martin ;  they  have  an  arrangement  by  which  Mr.  Kellum  attends  to  the  business  in 
^e  upper  pi^  of  the  county,  and  the  other  in  the  lower :  this  was  in  the  nppor  part 
of  the  county ;  he  went  first  himself,  but  afterward  took  Martin  with  him ;  I  saw  them 
both  after  they  returned,  and  they  told  me  they  had  got  other  persons  to  assist  them, 
and  iikey  had  made  very  diligent  inquiry  all  about  the  neighborhood  to  try  and  ascer- 
tain who  the  parties  were. 

Quesium,  The  testimony  here  was  that  this  woman,  who  boarded  at  Tramblies's,  the 
negro's,  boarded  there  because  she  could  not  get  board  anywhere  else  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, as  no  one  else  would  take  her.    Was  that  the  case  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  was,  sir.  I  think  there  were  several  persons  in  that  neighborhood. 
I  do  not  know  that  no  one  else  would  take  her,  but  I  heard  it  stated  there  by  some  one 
that  she  had  tried  to  get  board  at  some  places,  two  or  three,  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
they  reftised  to  board  her,  and  she  went  to  this  place  to  board  with  tbe  negro. 

Quefiwn.  What  was  the  reason  they  refused  to  board  her ;  was  it  because  she  was 
teaching  a  negro  school  t 

Answer,  Tcannot  say  about  that ;  my  information  in  fhe  community  up  there  was 
that  she  was  a  woman  of  low  character ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  in  consequence 
of  her  teaching  a  negro  school  or  other  thinies.  I  heard  it  stated  on  tbe  streets  pretty 
generally  tha^  while  she  staid  about  West  Point,  respectable  people  did  not  associate 
with  her  at  all,  and  the  impression  left  on  me  was  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  her 
character  that  she  was  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  boarding  at  that  house. 

QuesUom,  Is  it  your  belief  that  if  the  parties  could  have  been  discovered,  they  would 
have  been  brought  to  justice  and  punished  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  seemed  to  be  so.  A  good  many  persons  were  in  attendance  on 
the  circuit  court<.  which  was  in  session  at  the  time.  The  grand  jury  was  in  session  at 
the  time,  as  well  as  I  remember,  and  I  think  very  strong  efforts  were  made  to  investi- 
gate the  facts  ;  and  I  heard  but  one  sentiment  in  the  entire  community,  and  that  was, 
the  great  desire  that  the  parties  should  be  identified  and  brought  to  justice.  I  am 
satisfied  that  that  was  the  prevailing  wisb,  so  far  as  I  could  learn. 

Question,  Did  this  woman  go  before  the  grand  jmy  ? 

Answer,  I  think  she  did,  sir. 

QnesiUm,  Of  course  you  do  not  know  the  testimony  she  gave  there  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

QnesUcn.  But  before  the  coroner's  jury  she  failed  to  identify  any !  ,  CjOQQIc 

Answer,  That  was  what  I  was  informed.  I  was  not  present  at  the  coiner's  in- 
quiries. 
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Question.  You  conversed  with  officers  of  the  law,  thought 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  conversed  with  the  coroner,  and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  one  of 
theJQiyof  inqoest;  I  think  Major  Jones  was  one  of  the  jnry  of  inqnest.  There  ia 
another  fact  perhaps  I  Ought  to  state.  At  the  time  when  this  thing  was  first  known, 
there  was  a  man  hy  the  name  of  John  Lawrence  up  in  that  country,  sometimes  in  Ala- 
bama and  sometimes  on  the  Georgia  side,  rather  notorious  as  a  bad  man.  and  it  was 
suspected  that  it  was  him  and  some  of  his  friends.  Two  young  men  that  lived  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood  were  suspected  by  the  community  generally  about  town  there, 
but  I  learned  m  a  day  or  two  that  on  that  identical  night  JohnXtawrence  had  staia 
all  night  up  in  Randolph  County,  at  Rock  Mills,  and  it  could  not  have  been  him  ;  bat 
I  think  the  general  impression,  general  idea,  was— and  that  seems  to  be  the  impression 
yet,  so  far  as  I  am  advised,  and  I  have  been  attending  the  court  there,  and  been  there 
on  business  frequently,  as  I  am  the  executor  of  a  large  estate  up  there — the  impression 
got  to  be  there  during  the  court,  and  is  yet,  I  think — that  those  parties  who  did  this 
thing  were  irom  Georgia ;  that  they  were  not  from  Alabama  at  all,  but  parties  from  over 
on  the  Georgia  side.  They  first  thought  Lawrence  and  a  couple  of  young  men  named 
Barnes  were  three  of  the  parties,  but  the  subsequent  opinion  was  that  they  were  Geor- 
gians. 

Queetion,  This  county  is  a  border  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  It  joins  Troup  County. 

Question.  The  woman  came  from  Georgia  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  she  came  from  Georgia,  over  there. 

Question.  When  did  this  qccur  f 

Answer.  My  recollection  i^  that  it  was  oitlier  in  the  ppri^g  or  fall  of  1870;  I  am  not 
sure  as  to  the  date. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  :     • 
Que^ti4>n,  Was  it  about  October  of  last  year  ? 

Answet'.  It  was  in  the  time  of  the  circuit  court  there,  the  spring  or  fall  term;  I 
think  the  fall  term. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qnestion.  Do  you  recollect  the  killing  of  a  negro  which  occurred  at  a  political  meet- 
ing in  that  comity,  in  which  the  negro  candidate  for  lieutenant  governor.  Rapier,  was 
speaking,  at  La  Fayette  or  Fredonia  f 

Answer.  There  was  one  killed  at  a  public  meeting  at  La  Fayette. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  anything  of  that  f 

Answer.  I  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  it  ? 

Answer.  1  only  know  from  what  I  heard  in  the  community  up  there,  and  I  know  tbo 
young  man  who  killed  him  very  well. 

Question,  Who  was  that  f 

Answer.  His  name  was  Adams. 

Question.  He  was  the  marshal  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  town  marshal.  He  was  sent  out  there  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing order. 

QuesUon.  Tlie  negro  was  making  a  disturbante  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  my  information,  and  he  arrested  him ;  the  other  negroes 
attempted  to  rescue  him  from  the  marshal,  and  a  fight  ensued,  as  to  the  negro  that  he 
had  arrested.  I  have  forgotten  whether  the  negro  shot  at  nim  or  nol,  bnt  he  was 
armed — ^that  is  my  recollection — and  was  making  fight  at  the  marshal,  and  the  marshal 
shot  him  and  killed  him ;  they  would  have  killed  the  marshal,  I  reckon,  had  it  not 
been  for  persons  interfering.    A  portion  of  the  negroes  present  interfered. 

Question.  The  testimony  given  by  Mr.  Ward  was,  that  he  was  present,  and  that  ti^e 
negro  interrupted  the  speaker,  Rapier ;  that  it  was  supposed,  or  some  said,  that  the 
negro  who  interrupted  Rapier  was  a  democrat;  that  the  marshal  knocked  him  down, 
and  that  he  ran,  and  was  shot  by  the  marshal  when  he  was  running. 

Answer.  I  never  heard  that  the  negro  was  a  democrat. 

Question.  He  said  that  some  said  he  was  a  democrat  and  others  said  he  was  not.  He 
was  interrupting  the  meeting  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  he  was  interrupting  the  meeting,  and  the  marshal  had  gone  oat  there 
by  reonest ;  the  thing  occurred  over  at  the  colored  academy,  that  has  been  built  for  the 
use  or  the  colored  people  near  the  limits  of  the  town — at  the  edge  of  tho  town ;  he  had 
gone  out  there  to  keep  order,  and  had  some  other  men  with  him^  and  this  negro  became 
60  disorderly  that  he  felt  it  nis  dnty  to  arrest  him,  and  did  arrest  him,  and  my  opinion 
was  that  the  negro  then  made  fight  at  him,  and  he  shot  the  negro  in  self-defense.  The 
matter,  I  learned,  had  been  before  the  grand  jury  up  there,  and  the  grand  Jury  investi- 
gated it,  and  there  was  no  bill  against  the  marshal  at  alL  I  think  the  grand  Jury 
ignored  the  bill ;  that  he  did  it  in  selfKlefense.  There  were  some  indictments,  though, 
against  some  other  parties,  I  think,  but  not  against  the  marshal  who  shot  the  negro.    I 
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know  the  yoimg  mani  the  marshal,  very  well ;  his  name  is  Adams ;  I  have  known  him 
Bince  he  was  a  child. 

Qu^itUm,  What  is  his  character  ? 

Aiuwer.  He  is  a  young  man  of  as  good  character  as  any  in  that  community. 

Queaiion.  What  are  his  politics  ? 

Answer,  I  suppose  he  is  a  democrat ;  his  father  is.  I  have  known  his  father  for  many 
years. 

QuesUon,  Tou  say  there  are  indictments  against  some  others? 

Answer,  So  I  understood.  I  saw  him  at  a  recent  term  of  the  court  up  there.  I  saw 
Mr.  Adams  going  to  court,  to  attend  court  as  a  witness  against  some  other  parties  who 
had  heen  indicted  by  the  grand  ^jury. 

QuesUoH,  What  were  they  indicted  for  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  is  the  character,  if  I  was  told,  of  the  indictments 
against  them,  for  I  did  not  inquire  into  it  particularly.  It  is  for  connection  with  the 
matter  in  some  way,  but  I  cannot  say  what  the  charges  in  the  indictments  are. 

Queaiion,  For  aiding  in  resisting  the  arrest  of  this  man  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  understood  what  the  charge  in  the  indictment  was. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

Question,  Did  this  Tramblies  live  in  La  Fayette  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  far  from  the  corporation  did  he  live  ? 

Answer,  I  think,  sir,  it  was  about  eight  miles— seven  or  eight  miles. 

Question,  In  the  open  country  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  I  understand  you  to  say  you  know  nothing  personally  of  the  killing  of 
Tramblies,  and  of  the  wounding  of  his  son  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  at  all. 

Question,  Were  you  in  La  Fayette  at  the  time  this  occurrence  happened  T 

Answer.  I  was,  sir. 

Question,  Had  there  been,  in  fact,  an  escape  from  jail  of  a  negro  thief  f 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  That  was  only  a  pretense  on  the  part  of  the  party  who'visited  Tramblies' 
house  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  must  have  been.  I  do  not  know.  I  cannot  say  about  that. 
They  may  have  had  information  to  that  eflfect,  or  may  not.  I  cannot  say.  *  They  stated 
that,  as  I  un<lerstood. 

Question,  Was  the  leader  of  the  band,  in  point  of  fact,  a  deputy  sherift'f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  know  of  no  threat  upon  the  part  of  any  oue  to  go  to  Tramblies'  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  search  f 

Answer.  None  whatever,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  how  large  this  party  was  ? 

Answer.  ¥es,  sir;  but  I  do  not  think  my  memory  serves  mo  correctly  at  this  time.  I 
think,  though,  that  there  were  two— that  was  my  opinion  and  information— that  two 
persons  went  into  the  house  where  this  white  woman  was,  and  I  think  three  went  into 
the  house  where  the  negroes  were.  I  think  my  information  was,  perhaps,  that  it  was 
supposed  there  were  one  or  two  others  outside  holding  horses.    I  thiuk  that  is  about  it. 

Question.  The  party  went  there,  then,  on  horseback  *.  / 

Answer,  That  is  m^  information,  sir. 

Question,  And,  according  to  your  information,  did  not  exceed  five  or  six  ? 

Answer,  Well,  perhaps,  seven — ^not  exceeding  seven,  I  reckon. 

Question.  Were  the  horses'  tracks  followed  to  ascertain  where  the  party  came  from 
and  went  to  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  that.  I  cannot  state  aljout  that.  I  remember  this, 
however,  that  it  was  stated  there  that  a  short  distance  this  side,  between  La  Fayette 
and  where  Tramblies  lived,  they  stopped  and  went  to  a  fire,  where  there  were  some 
parties,  one  or  two  of  them,  and  lit  their  pipes  and  had  some  conversation ;  but  both 
the  negroes  there— for  these  were  neexoes  at  the  fire,  I  do  not  know  how  many, 
where  they  lit  their  pipes— said  they  aid  not  know  either  of  the  parties;  that  they 
were  going  then  in  the  direction  of  where  Tramblies  lived  and  was  killed. 

Question,  They  were  on  their  way  there  t 

Anstcer.  Thev  were  on  their  way  from  La  Fayette  to  that  direction. 

Question.  W^hat  was  your  information  on  the  point  whether  they  were  disguised  or 
notf 

Answer.  My  information  was  that  they  were  not  disguised. 

Question.  Neither  their  horses  nor  persous  f  >^^  t 

Qu^on,  From  whom  was  this  information  that  they  were  no^'cfilgiliis^  domreaf 
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Aftswer.  I  think  I  got  it  iVom  all  the  persons,  pretty  much,  that  I  talked  with  on 
that  subject. 

Question,  These  persons  you  talked  with  on  that  subject  had  not  seen  this  party 
themselves,  I  understand  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  talk  with  any  one  who  had  seen  these  x>artie8.  I  talked 
with  Colonel  0.  D.  Hudson,  the  solicitor,  and  Judge  Strange,  who  was  presiding  at  ooart, 
and  had  had  interviews  with  this  white  woman  who  haa  given  the  information. 

Question,  From  what  original  source  did  the  information  proceed,  that  they  were  not 
disguised  f 

Ansyoer,  From  the  family  of  Tramblies,  who  was  killed,  and  from  this  white  woman. 

Question,  That  they  were  not  disguised  t 

Answer,  That  was  my  information  t 

Question,  What  became  of  that  white  woman  f 

Answer,  I  am  not  able  to  say. 

Question,  Did  she  not  leave  the  country  immediately  after  this  occurrence  t  / 

Answer,  I  am  not  able  to  answer,  sir. 

Quesiion,  Were  you  not  informed  that  she  was  so  frightened  that  she  ^tfl.  to  the 
woods  t 
^     Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  she  went  and  lay  in  the  woods  the  balance  of  the  night,  ac- 
cording to  my  inforraation,  and  next  morning  came  down  to  La  Fayette,  and  was  going  on 
to  Opelika,  perhaps  to  Montgomery. 

Quesiion,  Was  she  present  at  the  coroner^s  inquest  ? 

Answer,  I  think  she  was.  I  am  not  sure.  It  has  been  some  time  ago,  and  I  did  not 
expect  ever  to  have  to  testify  about  it ;  but  my  best  recollection  was,  that  she  had  re- 
turned to  Opelika.    She  did  not  go  to  Montgomery,  but  went  back. 

Quesiion,  How  long  did  you  understand  that  she  remained  there  if  she  returned  T 

Answer,  1  do  not  know;  I  have  no  information  whether  she  remained  or  left;  I  have 
not  inquired. 

Question,  How  soon  after  the  killing  was  this  coroner's  inquest  held  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  the  first  or  second  day  after  the  killing,  bat 
it  was  pretty  soon  after. 

Question,  What  parties  went  down  from  La  Fayette  to  attend  it? 

Answer,  1  do  not^remember  distinctly,  except  the  sheriff  and  the  coroner ;  I  reooUect 
their  going.    Mr.  Mitchell  was  the  coroner  and  the  sheritf  was  Mr.  Kellum. 

Question.  Did  the  proof  develop  how  many  shots  were  fired f 

Answer,  I  think  so. 

tiuestion.  You  mav  state  the  number  of  shots. 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  state  positively  now,  but  I  think,  as  w^  as  I  re- 
collect, that  there  were  three.  I  am  not  positive  as  to  the  number,  but  I  think  I  re- 
member of  three.    I  think  the  old  man  was  hit  twice,  perhaps,  and  his  son  oaea. 

Question,  How  badl^  was  the  son  wounded  Y 

Answer,  1  do  not  thmk  his  son's  was  a  dangerous  wound,  sir. 

Question,  What  other  members  comprised  the  negro's  household  besides  the  negro 
and  his  son  f 

Answer.  His  wife  and  daughter,  I  think. 

Question,  At  what  hour  did  these  parties  visit  the  house  f 

Answer,  I  think  in  the  night-time,  and  I  think  it  was  something  alter  12  o'clock. 

Question,  This  white  woman  was  teaching  a  colored  school  at  that  time  f 

Answer,  Thkt  was  my  information. 

Question,  Did  you  understand  that  she  was  teaching  in  the  other  end  of  the  double- 
log  building  f  • 

Answer,  Well,  now,  I  do  not  know  that  I  heard  anybody  say  what  house  she  was 
teaching  in  ;  the  impression  on  my  mind  is — I  do  not  know  that  I  heard  anybody  say 
it — that  there  was  a  school-house  there  in  the  immediate  neighborhood. 

Question,  A  colored  school-house  f  , 

Anstcer,  A  colored  school-house :  that  was  the  impression  on  my  mind;  I  know  the 
neighborhood  there,  but  I  do  not  know  that  I  heard  it  mentioned. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  that  school-house  was  burned  down  soon  afterward  t 

Answer,  I  did  not. 

Question.  You  never  have  heard  of  its  being  burned  ? 

Answer,  I  have  not,  sir. 

Quesiion,  You  do  not  dispute  the  fact,  but  simply  say  you  never  have  heard  of  sncli 
occurrence  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  anything  at  all  on  that  subject. 

Question.  If,  in  point  of  fact,  the  school-house  was  burned  soon  afterward,  it  would 
tend  to  show  that  there  was  local  dissatisfaction  with  the  school,  would  it  not  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  should  think  so,  sir ;  that  is,  upon  the  part  of  somebody. 

Question,  And  yon  would  infer,  also,  that  the  party  who  had  shot  this  negro  and  hifl 
son  were  concerned  in  the  burning  or  the  school-house  that  occurred  soon  after  ih»>t 
event,  would  you  not  1 
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Answer,  Well,  it  would  be  a  circDmstance  that  would  seem  to  point  in  that  direction, 
sir,  I  shonld  think.  I  woul^  state  this,  however,  that  there  would  be  a  possibUity  of 
one  or  two  persons,  or  even  a  single  persoiK  having  a  prejudice  against  the  school  and 
destroying  the  school-house,  or  anything  of  the  sort,  when  the  community  did  not  par- 
ticipate in  any  such  feeling  at  all. 

Queation.  Were  yon  aware  of  any  prejudice  at  that  time,  on  the  part  of  any  portion 
of  the  community,  against  colored  schools  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  Know  there  was  a  colored  school  at  La  Fayette  at  that  time,  and  a 
^ntleman  was  teaching  there ;  and  I  know  another  thin^,  that  that  j^ntleman  was 
recognized  as  a  clever,  genteel  man.    He  was  teaching  a  c<3ored  school  in  La  Fayette. 

Question,  Was  he  a  colored  man  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  a  white  man.  He  was  a  Baptist  minister,  and  was  recognized  there 
by  the  Baptist  church,  and  preached  occasionally  in  the  Baptist  church  in  the  town. 

Question,  State  whether  this  Tramblies  who  was  killed  was  not  a  preacher  to  the  col- 
ored people.  • 

Answer,  He  had  been  a  preacher,  sir ;  my  information  was  that  he  had  been.  They 
liad  had  him  up  in  the  church,  perhaps,  and  had  expelled  him  for  the  doctrines  he 
had  been  preaching. 

Question,  Was  ho  a  man  held  in  good  esteem  in  that  community  t 

Answer,  He  was  when  he  was  a  slave,  for  a  colored  man. 

Questi<nh  Not  after  he  had  become  free  f 

Answer,  He  was  for  a  time,  until  he  had  got  to  preaching  a  doctrine  that  his  church 
disapproved  of,  and  they  took  him  up  and  expelled  him ;  and  it  was  believed  then  that  he 
was  exerting  an  influence  upon  the  colored  population  in  his  preaching  that  was  del- 
eterious. • 

Question,  What  was  that  doctrine  f 

Answer,  My  information  was  that  he  preached,  pretty  generally,  that  Christ  never 
died  for  the  southern  people  at  all ;  that  he  only  died  for  the  northern  people. 
.     Question,  That  made  him,  then,  very  odious  to  the  white  people  in  that  part  of  the 
country,  did  it  not? 

Afmcer,  It  particularly  did  to  the  people  of  the  church  of  which  he  was  a  member. 

Question,  A  colored  church  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  it  was  a  colored  church.  I  do  not  think  the  churches 
were  separated  at  that  time.  I  think  the  white  and  colored  were  all  in  the  same 
church,  up  to  that  time,  in  that  community. 

Question,  Were  the  churches  mixed,  colored  and  white,  in  that  community  f 

Answer.  I  think  so,  sir ;  thev  are  vet  in  many  portions  of  the  community ;  I  do  not 
know  whether  in  that  particular  neighborhood  they  are  now  or  not. 

Question,  They  associate,  then,  togetj^er  in  their  religious  assemblies,  without  any 
distinction  as  to  ooIot  or  politics  Y 

Answer,  I  did  not  say  that,  sir,  so  far  as  their  social  relations  are  concerned ;  but  so 
far  as  church  matters  are  concerned,  in  churches  that  have  a  mixed  membership, 
there  is  a  part  of  the  house  designated  for  the  colored  people  and  the  other  part  for 
th%  white  people. 

Question,  Do  such  religious  assemblies,  in  part  of  whites  and  in  part  of  blacks, 
allow  a  colored  preacher  to  teach  them  f 

Answer,  Occasionally  they  do,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Do  they  not  have  separate  services  f 

Answer,  They  do  sometimes ;  most  generally  they  do ;  most  generally  they  have  sep- 
arate services ;  but  it  has  always  been  the  case  up  to  the  close  of  the  war  that  the 
churches  were  mixed  in  that  way.  There  were  very  few  colored  churches  anywhere  in 
the  South  that  were  entirely  of  colored  people,  and  there  were  a  few  colored  preachers, 
who  were  men  of  better  information  than  the  common  run  of  them,  who  frequently 
preached  to  white  people,  and  white  people  have  gone  to  hear  them.  I  have  gone  fre-' 
quently  myself.  It  was  not  common  in  tlie  South,  until  a  few  years  before  the  war, 
to  have  separate  services  for  the  colored  people ;  that  was  not  common  in  the  South. 
It  was  a  practice  that  was  adopted  a  few  years  before  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
and  became  pretty  general  all  over  the  South,  that  separate  services  were  held  for  the 
colored  people ;  but  it  did  not  use  to  be  so  in  my  earlier  days. 

By  the  Chairman  j 

Question,  I  now  recur  to  the  question  you  have  not  answered,  whether  this  new  doc- 
trine on  the  part  of  Mr.  Tramblies,  in  his  religious  teaching,  did  not  make  him  very 
obnoxious  to  the  white  people  of  that  neighborhood! 

Answer,  So  far  as  I  heard  any  expression,  it  did  seem  to  have  that  effect.  I  beard 
but  a  few  persons  speaking  of  it.  I  heard  some  of  them  speak  of  it  up  there—that 
he  had  been  preaching  that  doctrine,  and  had  been  dealt  with  by  his  church,  and  ex- 
peUed  for  preaching  that  doctrine ;  and,  so  far  as  those  x^ersona  I  heard  speak  of  it  were 
concerned,  I  shouluthtnk  they  approved  the  action  of  the  church. 
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Question.  Was  he  not  also  a  zealous  republican  f 

Answer,  I  think  he  was,  sir. 

Question,  Was  he  recognized  as  a  sort  of  political  leader,  m  that  part  of  the  county,  of 
the  colored  people  t 

Answer.  I  think  the  colored  x>^ople  so  regarded  him.  I  think  he  was  active,  like 
most  of  their  preachers  here. 

Question.  How  long  had  he  been  under  the  ban  of  popular  disfavor,  on  account  of  his 
sentiments,  before  his  killing  occurred  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  I  can  answer  that.  When  I  was  informed  about  the  doctrines 
he  was  preaching,  and  about  his  haviug  been  expelled,  I  do  not  think  I  was  informed 
how  long  it  had  been,  but  my  impression  is  it  had  not  been  a  great  while.  I  think  up 
to,  perhaps,  some  considerable  time  after  the  close  of  the  war,  he  was  held  in  very  good 
esteem  by  the  people  generally.    He  had  been  regarded  as  a  very  good  old  man. 

Question,  Except  for  those  sentiments,  do  you  know  anything  against  himf 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  His  moral  character  w'as  good,  I  understand  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  anything  agaiust  him. 

QuesHon.  His  habits  were  all  good  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  any  tiling  against  him. 

Question.  Did  you  learn  what  the  immediate  provocation  to  his  assassination  was  T 
I  understood  you  to  say  that  what  these  men  said  was  all  a  mere  pretext  t 

Answer.  They  at  first  stated  that  they  believed  this  negro  thief  was  in  his  house, 
which  he  denied,  and  they  came  in  ostensibly  to  make  search,  and  did  make  search. 
They  then  accused  him  of  knowing  wjiere  this  negro  was,  and  demanded  that  he  should 
tell  them,  and  he  persisted  that  he  knew  nothing  about  him  at  all,  and  they  got  to 
bandying  words  blick  and  forth,  disputing  what  each  other  said,  and  in  that  way  it 
resulted  in  his  being  shot.  They  accused  him  of  knowing  where  this  negro  thief  was, 
but  he  denied  it. 

Question.  All  that  was  a  mere  pretext,  I  understand — that  there  had  been  no  negro 
thief  who  was  secreted  anywhere  f  , 

Answer.  O,  this  negro  thief  was  in  jail ;  he  had  been  brought  out  during  the  evening 
up  to  the  court-house  foi^some  purpose — perhaps  to  settle  a  day  for  his  trial — and  car- 
ried back  ;  that  had  occurred  and  they  identified  this  particular  man,  whose  name  I 
do  not  remember  now.  I  think  this  thief  was  in  there  for  some  felony ;  he  was  notori- 
ous as  a  thief. 

QuesHon.  But  he  did  not  escape  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  That  was  a  mere  pretext  ? 

Answer.  They  stated  that  as  the  jailor  or  sheriff  had  carried  him  back,  he  had  made 
his  escape,  but  that  was  not  true  in  point  of  fact. 

Qtiesiion.  Is  it  likely,  that  if  this  attacking  party  were  citizens  of  Georgia,  they  would 
have  known  t  hese  facts,  which  had  transpired  at  La  Fayette  f 

Answer.  I  should  think  it  was ;  court  was  in  session  and  it  was  in  the  afternoon  that 
this  negro  was  brought  up  to  the  court-house  and  carried  back  to  the  jail  again ;  and 
the  information  I  had  was  that  they  traveled  the  road  from  La  Fayette  up  in  that  direc- 
tion that  night ;  the  impression  on  my  mind  is,  that  they  were  in  all  probability  in 
La  Fayette  during  the  day. 

Question.  Why  may  they  not  have  been  citizens  of  La  Fayette  ? 

Answer.  They  may  have  been.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say.  I  merely  speak  of  the  im- 
pression of  the  community — that  they  were  persons  from  Georgia. 

Qtiestion.  Beyond  the  coroner's  inquest  and  the  investigation  which  had  attended  it, 
was  there  any  effort  made  on  the  part  of  the  community  to  discover  who  these  crimi- 
nals were  f 

Answer,  I  think  there  was  a  very  general  inquiry.  There  was  a  large  number  of 
persons  in  attendance  on  the  court  there  during  the  time,  and  I  saw  a  good  many  per- 
sons who  seemed  to  be  engaged  in  inquiring  and  making  investigations }  trying  to 
ascertain  who  it  was.  I  recollect  seeing  some  young  men  who  were  very  active ;  one 
man  whose  two  sons  had  been  suspected,  took  a  very  active  part.  I  suspected  at  the 
time  he  was  trying  to  ascertain  whether  his  sons  were  in  it  or  not,  but  from  my  knowl- 
edge of  the  nian.  who  is  a  clever  man  and  a  good  citizen,  subsequent  events  rather 
satisfied  me  that  ne  was  in  good  faith  trying  to  find  out  who  it  was. 

Question.  Suppose  instead  of  Trambliea  some  prominent  leading,  respectable,  whit« 
citizen  of  that  community  had  been  killed  under  similar  circumstances,  do  you  not 
think  that  the  efforts  to  discover  the  criminal  would  have  been  successful  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know,  sir.  I  would  say  this  in  answer :  that  if  a  very  promineni 
iluan  in  any  community  were  to  be  murdered  by  any  person  I  suppose  there  would  be 
greater  efibrts  made  than  in  case  of  the  murder  of  a  person  who  did  not  stand  so  high; 
and  it  might  be  more  likely  to  be  successful  under  such  circumstances.  My  impres- 
sion is,  Ifom  whajt  I  know  of  that  community,  that  about  as  much  effort  has  been 
made  to  ascertain  the  murderers  of  this  man  as  is  miual  in  almost  any  commtmity,  and 
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there  may  be  now,  for  aDythlDg  I  know,  an  indictment  pending,  found  by  that  grand 
jary. 

Question.  Would  yon  not  have  been  likely  to  have  heard  of  it  ? 

Ansvcer,  No,  sir,  not  unless  the  parties  had  been  aiTested ;  there  is  a  fine  of  $500 
agaiuHt  the  clerk  or  solicitor  or  any  member  of  the  grand  jury  who  discloses  the  fact 
of  an  indictment  being  found  afi^nst  a  party  until  the  party  is  under  arrest ;  and  the 
officers  are  bound  under  their  official  oaths,  and  it  is  required  to  keep  it  a  secret  until 
the  ])arties  are  in  custody.  I  understand  diligent  efforts  have  been  made  by  the  sherift 
and  Martin,  his  deputy,  to  discover  these  parties. 

Qu€*tti(yn,  How  do  you  know  of  the  character  and  extent  of  the  diligence  they  em- 
ployed f 

A  nawer.  I  only  know  from  what  they  said. 

Queaiion.  Are  they  democrats  f 

Ansxcer    I  think  they  are  now,  sir. . 

Question.  Do  you  belong  to  that  party  T 

A  nswrr.  Yes,  sir,  I  do. 

Question.  Are  you  an  active  member  of  that  party  T 

Anstcer.  I  have  taken  no  particular  part  in  political  life  since  the  war. 

Question.  You  are  a  native  of  the  South  ? 

Answer.  I  am,  sir.  I  never  was  in  a  northern  State  iu  my  life.  I  have  been  a  demo- 
crat all  my  life. 

Question,  You  have  not  much  faith,  thcn^  in  the  existence  of  this  Ku-Elux  organisa- 
tion t 

Ansiccr.  Yes,  sir,  a  good  deal;  but  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  no  such  organization 
in  Chambers  County.  My  relations  with  the  people  of  that  county  are  such  that  if 
there  was  such  an  organization  there  I  am  satisfied  I  should  know  it. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  good  deal  with  that  organization  as  it  is  with  the  milk-sickness 
in  a  neighborhood — that  it  is  jdways  a  little  beyond—that  there  is  none  in  that  particu- 
lar locality  ? 

Answer.  Well,  no,  I  reckon  not ;  as  I  stated,  my  relations  with  the  people  of  that 
county  are  such  that  I  would  know  it.  I  should  also  state  that  I  lived  in  Eastern  Ala- 
bama ever  since  it  was  settled  until  I  came  to  Montgomery,  in  December,  1864,  and  I 
used  to  know  almost  everybody  in  that  community — in  the  county.  I  lived  in  Ran- 
dolph, immediately  north«  ten  years.  I  was  one  of  the  first  settlers ;  I  lived  in  Talla- 
poosa six  years,  and  then  iu  La  Fayette  twelve  years ;  so  I  have  lived  in  that  region  of 
the  country  almost  all  my  life,  and  I  have  not  only  been  a  pretty  active  lawyer,  and 
practiced  in  all  the  courts  up  there  for  the  last  thirty  years,  but  I  have  also  acted  in 
the  capacity  of  a  minister  of  the  Gk)spel,  and  I  have  done  a  great  deal  of  preaching 
throngn  all  that  country. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  disturbances  of  the  peace  in  Tallapoosa  County,  and 
where  you  formerly  practiced  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  disturbances  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Serious  in  their  character  ? 

Anstcer,  Some  of  them  were. 

Question.  By  men  in  disguise  7 

An8w&.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  the  violence  inflicted  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  heard  of  but  one  case  of  particular  violence ;  that  was 
the  killing  of  a  negro ;  I  heard,  though,  of  men  traveling  about  in  disguise  up  there. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  upon  what  mission  or  errand  f 

Answer.  I  think  from  the  information  I  could  get  that  there  were  persons  traveling 
around,  and  where  they  had  heard  of  any  one,  white  or  black,  guilty  of  cutting  up 
particularly,  that  they  were  after  them  ;  but  I  will  also  state,  that  in  the  neighborhood 
in  which  this  thing  occurred,  some  of  the  citizens  there  who  suspected  who  they  were, 
just  went  to  them  and  told  them  that  thing  had  to  be  stopped,  to  stop  right  short ;  and 
from  other  information  I  received  I  am  satisfied  that  the  leaders  of  that  concern  have 
left  the  State,  and  are  gone,  and  I  think  are  now  in  the  State  of  Texas.  They  went 
from  Tallapoosa  County  to  New  Orleans.  By  the  way,  one  of  them  was  a  man  that  I 
have  known  very  intimately  for  many  years ;  I  was  with  him  iu  the  confederate  service, 
in  the  army ;  he  was  in  my  regiment. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  the  outrages  committed  by  this  band,  or  by  those 
banfls,^ade  any  distinction  on  account  of  color  or  i)olitical  opinions,  in  the  violence 
they  committed  f 

Anstcer,  My  information  was  in  reference  to  that,  that  their  object  in  traveline 
around  was  to  get  at  persons  who  had  been  guilty  of  flagrant  violations  of  law  and 
public  morals,  especially  where  colored  men  had  insulted  white  ladies ;  I  think  that 
was  the  principal  thing  that  they  were  disposed  to  make  examples  for. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  tbey  usurped,  in  any  degree,  the  frinctions  of  the 
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oourtS;  or  that  they  ouly  visited  paniBbment  upon  that  class  of  offcDses  not  cognizable 
liy  the  court  f 

Anmcifr,  I  do  not  think  I  am  well  informed  as  to  what  their  real  objects  were.  Those 
instances  I  heard  of,  in  which  they  took  any  real  action  at  all.  were  where  persons  had 
been  guilty  of  very  flagrant  outrageous  crimes :  but  even  that  was  stopped  by  the 
community,  because  the  laboring  population  had  become  alarmed,  and  were  about  to 
leave  the  community — the  negroes  particularly. 

Question,  Were  these  outrages  committed  uniformly  upon  blacks  f 

Anstoer,  As  I  stated,  I  do  not  remember  now  of  but  one  outrage  that  I  heard  of  com- 
mitted by  them ;  but  that  they  were  riding  around. 

Question,  Would  a  single  outrage  be  sufficient  to  intimidate  the  whole  community  of 
laboring  i>eople  so  as  to  cause  them  to  make  an  exodus  f 

Anmeer.  No,  sir;  they  went  to  other  places.  I  spoke  of  one  particular  act  only ;  but 
they  went  in  their  disguises  to  other  places,  and  inquired  for  other  parties,  and  this 
fact  of  their  traveling  about  in  disguises  produced  a  terror.  There  was  so  much 
said  about  Ku-Klnx ;  it  has  been  a  theme — ^like  the  old  plan  of  scaring  children  with 
raw-head  and  bloody-bones. 

Question,  Did  you  understand  that  these  men  were  in  the  habit  of  sending  threaten- 
ing letters,  or  of  leaving  notices,  or  anything  of  that  sort  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  I  heard  anything  of  the  sort.  There  was  one  man  up  in 
that  community  who  just  took  his  double-barrelled  gun,  (he  had  a  large  farm,)  and  be 
rode  around  to  the  houses  where  he  believed  the  respective  parties  lived,  and  gave 
notice  that  this  thing  must  stop,  or  he  would  shoot  the  last  one  of  them.  He  was 
lather  a  terrible  man,  and  they  thought "  discretion  the  better  part  of  valor,"  and 
desisted. 

Question.  How  long  was  it  before  they  desisted  ?    Was  it  a  year  or  so  f 

Answer,  O,  no,  sir ;  only  a  few  weeks. 

Question,  Anjr  houses  burned  down  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  heard  of. 

Question,  Any  assemblies  of  the  people  visited  f 

Answer,  None  at  all. 

Question,  Were  there  instances  of  violence — families  visited  after  night  ? 

Answer,  I  heard  of  their  riding  the  road,  and  calling  at  houses,  and  inquiring  for 
particular  parties,  but  no  violence  was  offered.  It  was  supposed  that  this  same  partr 
killed  a  negro  after  that.    I  do  not  know  certainly  by  any  means. 

Question,  To  return  to  the  case  of  Tramblies.  Do  you  know  anything  against  the 
character  of  this  lady  teacher  f 

Answer,  As  to  any  particular  act  f 

Question,  Anything  against  her  moral  character  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  anything  about  her  at  all,  only  just  what  I  have  heard  said 
of  her  in  the  community :  that  she  was  a  woman  of  low  character.  I  do  not  know  mj 
specific  charges. 

Questiofi,  Was  that  the  subject  of  conversation  until  after  Tramblies's  death  t 

Anstcer,  1  do  not  think  I  knew  anything  about  her  until  after  that.  I  do  not  think  1 
had  any  knowledco  of  her  until  then. 

Question,  Would  the  mere  fact  that  she,  a  white  woman,  was  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness of  teaching  a  colored  school  .put  her  under  the  ban  of  the  community,  or  any  por- 
tion of  the  community  f 

'  Anstcer.  I  should  think  likely  it  would  with  some  x>ortion8  of  the  community.  I 
should  think  likely  it  would  have  that  effect. 

Question,  Please  desi^at^  the  portion  of  the  community  you  refer  to  T 

AnsuHir.  I  cannot  designate  the  persons. 

Question,  I  ask  you  to  classify  them  T 

Ansicer,  I  say  this,  that  throughout  the  South  there  are  a  few  persons,  in  almost  auf 
community,  that  would  be  prejudicial,  to  some  extent,  against  a  lady  engaged  in  t^ 
business  of  teaching  a  colored  school ;  that  has  been  the  sentiment ;  it  is  not  so  stnHi^ 
now  as  immediately  after  the  war. 

Question.  Is  this  class  composed  of  persons  of  wealth,  intelligence,  and  influence! 

Answtr,  Not  as  a  general  rule.  I  think  the  persons  of  more  intelligence,  who  were 
better  infonned,  entertained  a  different  opinion ;  but  I  spoke  of  that  for  the  reaA'J, 
that  I  have  occasionally  met  these  questions  in  the  associations  of  the  church  organifv- 
tion  to  which  I. belong;  and  these  questions  have  frequently  come  up, from  the  ckH 
of  the  war  until  the  present  time.  I,  as  an  individual,  have  advocated  the  idea  of  «* 
southern  ladies  and  gentlemen  turning  out  and  taking  charge  of  these  colored*8ch«**f 
and,  sometimes,  I  have  been  pretty  hotly  assailed  by  some  of  my  brethren  for  my  ««^ 
timents  on  the  subject.  Generally,  persons  that  are  well  enough  educated  entcrtM 
the  same  views  I  do ;  but  the  more  iguoraut  are  not  so  likely  to  have  that  sort  d 
views;  they  have  their  prejudices,  and  they  are  strong. 

Qttesiion,  Did  those  persons  who  assailed  your  views  entertain  the  opinion  tii»t  4 
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was  a  low  business,  a  low  occupation,  for  a  white  person  to  be  engaged  in  teaching 
colored  children  f 

Anmcer.  That  seemed  to  be  their  idea ;  the  first  time  I  recollect  anything  of  the  sort 
occarring  was  in  the  fall  of  1865,  when  I  attended  an  association  down  there  at  Orion, 
in  Pike  County,  in  which  I  made  a  speech  in  the  association  advocating  that  idea.  I 
heard  many  persons  say  if  I  wanted  southern  ladies  to  turn  out  and  teach  ne^x>es  I  had 
better  put  my  own  daughters  at  it — I  had  grown  daughters.  I  replied  that  I  was  yery 
willing  to  do  it  when  their  services  were  needed.  ' 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Judge,  at  that  time  you  were  a  little  in  advance  of  the  public  sentiment  of 
the  community  on  that  subject  7 

Answer,  I  think  I  was. 

Question,  That  spirit,  you  say,  has  died  out,  however  f 

Answer,  Very  much  indeed.  I  think  the  people  generally,  all  over  this  country,  are 
beginning  to  entertain  the  same  sentiments  I  did  then.  There  are,  though,  a  few  per- 
sons who  entertain  these  same  sentiments ;  there  would  be  some  in  almost  any  com- 
munity, and  I  suppose  it  would  be  so  up  there. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  I  understand  you  to  say  that  your  information  was  that  this  white  lady 
had  ineffectually  made  application  in  white  families  for  board ;  that  she  was  refused, 
and Yor  that  cause  was  compelled  to  take  board  in  this  negro  man's  house  f 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  said  that ;  I  understood  that  she  had  applied  for  board 
in  some  families  in  the  neighborhood,  and  had  been  refused. 

Question.  Did  yon  understand  that  the  ground  of  refusal  was  her  occupation— the 
fact  that  she,  a  white  woman,  was  engaged  in  teaching  a  colored  school  ? 

Answer,  T  did  not  understand  that  that  was  the  reason,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  opinion  as  to  whether  that  was  the  reason,  or  not  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  altogether  likely,  from  what  I  heard,  that  that  was  partly  the 
reason  j  and  it  was  partly  on  account  of  her  character ;  that  respectable  people  did  not 
want  such  a  woman  as  they  understood  her  to  be,  possessing  such  a  character  as  she 
possessed  ;  they  would  not  want  her  as  a  boarder  under  any  circumstances. 

Question.  What  were  the  specific  objections  against  the  woman  T  What  was  urged 
against  her  at  West  Point,  where  she  came  from  ? 

Anstcer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  heard  any  particular  charges  against  her  except  the 
fact  that  her  associates  about  West  Point,  and  where  she  came  from,  were  oi  a  low 
class  of  persons ;  that  she  associated  with  a  low  class  of  persons,  and  not  with  those 
who  stood  well  in  society.  I  do  not  know  that  I  heard  any  specific  charges  against 
her  at  all ;  the  only  thing  was  that  her  associations  since  she  had  been  in  tne  country 
were  of  such  a  class  that  respectable  people  did  not  like  to  associate  with  her. 

Question,  Did  not  this  killing  occur  shortly  before  the  election  last  fall  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  did.  I  think  it  was  in  October  j  it  may  have  been  .at  the  spring 
term  of  the  court,  but  I  think  it  was  at  the  fall  term  in  October. 

Question.  Was  the  public  meeting  at  La  Fayette,  at  which  the  colored  man  was  killed, 
also  upon  the  eve  of  the  election  T 

Answer,  1  think  so ;  it  was  a  public  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  nublic  speaking. 

Question,  Ton* did  not  hear  that  the  negro  killed  had  been  knocked  down  by  Adams 
with  a  club,  and  that  he  was  in  the  act  of  making  his  escape  from  the  crowd  at  the 
time  he  was  shot  downf 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  about  the  knocking  down ;  he  may  have  been  knocked 
down  ;  my  information  was  that  he  made  battle  at  Adams. 

Question.  And  that  he  was  shot  in  the  act  of  resisting  his  arrest  f 

Answer.  Adams  may  have  struck  him ;  the  impression  made  upon  me  was  that  Adams 
was  acting  in  self-defense. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  the  man  killed  had  a  weapon  ? 

Answer,  I  think  so. 

Question.  A  pistol  or  knife  t 

^-li?«Trer.  I  am  not  sure.  • 

Question,  And  that  he  had  drawn  his  weapon  out  there  at  the  time  f 

Answer,  I  think  so,  and  I  think  that  Adams  was  regarded  in  the  community  there  as 
iiistifiable  in  shooting  in  order  to  protect  his  own  life ;  and  Adams  came  near  being 
lulled  there  at  that  time,  and  was  laid  up  for  a  good  while. 

Question.  By  whom ;  by  this  man,  or  others  t 

Answer,  I  think  perhaps  by  the  mob  generally.  I  do  not  know  whether  by  this  man 
or  others ;  they  would  have  assassinated  him — there  is  no  doubt  about  it  in  the  world — 
if  other  negroes  as  well  as  white  people  ha<l  not  protected  him ;  there  weBB  not  white 
yeople  enough  to  protect  him.  Digitized  by  VjOOC 

"  (i^estion.  Did  you  understand  that  this  assault  upon  him  was  made  exclusively  by 
^negroes  f 
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Aruwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  This  was^a  negro  meeting? 

Anmcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  some  whites  attended  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  AVere  the  whites  democrats  or  republicans  ? 

Ansicer.  Some  of  both  ;  it  was  a  republican  meeting,  however. 

Question:  Y'ou  never  understood  that  the  interrupting  negro  was  a  democrat  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  I  ever  did. 

Question,  You  never  heard  that  he  was  sent  there  by  the  Democrats  to  intemipt  the 
speaker  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  such  a  thing  hinted  by  anybody. 

Question.  How  many  were  engaged  in  this  effort  to  rescue  the  man  killed,  or  in  tlie 
assault  upon  the  marshal,  which  was  attempted  T 

Answer,  1  cannot  say  as  to  number.    It  was  a  very  large  number ;  it  was  a  mob. 

Question,  Was  this  in  a  gi'ove  or  building? 

Answer.  It  was  in  a  grove,  sir,  out  near  a  building — ^the  school  edifice  they  have  there 
for  the  colored  people.  I  say  a  school  edifice  ;  it  is  used  both  for  school  and  church 
purposes  ;it  was  formerly  the  female  academy  of  La  Fayette. 

Question.  What  has  become  of  the  prosecutions  against  the  negroes  who  were  con- 
cerned in  this  rescue,  or  attempt  to  rescue  ? 

Answer,  I  expect,  sir,  that  they  are  still  pending,  and  will  be  tried,  likely,  this 
week ;  that  coiit  is  now  in  session,  and  this  is  the  criminal  week  of  that  court. 

Question,  Were  they  committed  to  jail  ? 

Answer.  I  think  one  is  in  jail ;  I  do  not  know  but  others. 

Question,  Do  you  recollect  the  number  under  prosecution  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  I  have  been  informed.  The  matter  was  before  the  grand  jury 
at  the  last  term  of  the  court,  I  think,  but  I  do  not  know,  not  having  been  employed  in 
any  of  the  cases.  I  never  looked  into  them  at  all,  but  knowing  Mr.  Adams  as  I  did,  w 
a  clever,  nice  young  man,  and  knowing  his  father,  and  having  known  his  father  and 
mother  many  years,  particular  friends  of  mine,  I  felt  some  interest. 

Question.  If  it  should  transpire  that  the  man  killed  was  unarmed,  and  had  no  weapon 
on  his  person,  would  you  regard  it  as  a  case  of  self-defense  on  -the  part  of  Adams  to 
shoot  this  man  down  ? 

Answer,  It  might  be  connect-ed  with  the  other  facts  ;  if  this  man  was  making  at  him 
to  make  fight,  as  one  of  the  mob  that  were  making  fight  and  making  an  effort  to  res- 
cue him,  and  their  numbers  were  greater  than  Mr.  Adams  could  contend  with,  I  think 
it  might  be  self-defense ;  but  if  he  was  only  endeavoring  to  get  away,  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be. 

Question,  In  what  way  was  Adams  injured ;  was  he  shot  or  knifed  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  whether  he  was  shot  or  cut  with  a  knife ;  he  was  beaten 
over  the  head  with  sticks,  and  had  a  number  of  wounds  upon  him,  and  was  severely 
injured,  and  confined  to  his  bed  a  long  time. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  Upon  whose  application  was  Adams  present  ? 
Answer.  The  application  of  the  persons  who  had  gotten  up  the  meeting. 
Question,  The  republican  managers  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Do  you  know  or  have  you  ever  heard  of  any  attempt  of  employers  of  col- 
ored men  to  control  their  action  and  will,  as  voters,  by  threats  of  dischai^  or  other 
oppressive  means  ? 

Anstcer,  I  do  not,  sir,  know  of  any  such  instance  at  all. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  noticed  any  discrimination  made  on  account  of  color  or 
political  opinion  in  the  administration  of  justice  in  the  course  of  your  practice  or 
otherwise  Y  ^ 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  of  any  instance  of  it,  sir.  I  have  occasionally — ^but  no, 
I  do  not  think  it  was  hardly  on  account  of  color,  either,  but  on  account  bf  character. 
I  think  an  upright  colored  man  can  get  as  full  and  ample  justice  in  the  courts  where  I 
practice  as  a  white  man,  and  I  think  that  a  republican  can  in  any  of  our  courts,  so  iar 
as  I  know,  if  he  is  a  man  of  good,  correct  chai-acter. 

Question.  Do  you  think  Mr.  Tramblies,  with  his  odious  doctrines,  would  have  stood  ft 
fair  chance  in  a  court  of  justice  ? 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  think  he  would  if  he  held  those  doctrines,  nor  do  I  think  he  wonW 
if  he  had  been  a  white  man  either. 

Question,  Have  you  known  of  any  case  in  which  men  banded  together,  whether  dis- 
guised or  undisguised,  and  committing,  under  cover  of  the  night  or  in  the  daylight, 
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Tiolence  upon  tlie  persons  of  Union  men,  black  or  white,  Lave  ever  been  brought  to 
punishment  ? 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  think  I  have,  for  I  do  not  thiuk  I  have  known  of  the  instances  in 
which  those  things  have  occurred. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  20, 1871. 

D^VNIEL  TAYLOR  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Please  to  state  your  residence. 

Answer.  My  residence  has  been  Tallapoosa  County  for  fourteen  or  fifteen  years.  At 
this  time  my  family  is  living  in  Opelika.  I  spend  most  of  my  time  in  Tallapoosa 
County,  I  thiuk.  1  do  not  know  which  would  be  my  residence,  for  I  have  my  family 
there,  to  school  my  children ;  but  I  spend  most  of  my  time  on  my  plantation,  where 
my  business  is. 

Question,  Are  you  a  native  of  the  South  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir;  I  was  bom  in  Georgia,  and  principally  raised  in  Alabama. 

Question.  Is  your  occupation  that  of  a  planter  ? 

A  nstoer. .  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  With  which  party  do  you  affiliate  f 

Answer.  With  the  democrats.    I  have  been  a  democrat  all  my  life. 

Question.  Wo  wish  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  that  part  of  Alabama  where 
you  live,  so  far  as  regards  the  execution  of  laws  and  the  safety  of  the  lives  and 
property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Please  give  the  committee  any  information 
you  have  on  that  subject  derived  from  your  personal  knowledge,  or  from  such  sources 
of  information  as  you  deem  reliable. 

Answer.  Right  now,  at  this  time,  I  do  not  know  of  anything  of  the  sort  being  in 
existence,  but  some  nine,  ten,  or  twelve  months  ago  there  was,  as  I  thinlt  and  believe, 
on  organization  of  that  sort. 

Question.  Do  you  refer  to  an  organization  i>opularly  kuown  as  the  Ku-Klux  organi- 
zation ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  name  it  went  by. 

Question.  Now,  you  may  give  the  evidence  upon  which  you  base  that  opinion  that  it 
once  existed  there. 

Ansxvei\  What  caused  me  to  believe  that  such  a  thing  was  in  existence  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  Well,  the  first  knowledge  I  ever  had  of  such  a  thing  was,  I  heard  of  a  man 
named  John  T.  Wright;  I  knew  him  when  I  saw  him;  he  was  called  the  leader  of  a 
concern  called  the  Black  Cavalry  soon  after  the  surrender,  and  which  lasted  for  a  while  ; 
I  do  not  know  how  long;  I  never  saw  any  of  them  when  they  were  out  on  duty.or  any- 
thing of  the  sort.  After  a  while  that  seemed  to  die  out,  and  we  had  no  more  talk  of  it, 
and  the  next  thing  I  heard  of  was  the  Ku-Klux.  Last  year  I  had  a  man  living  on  my 
place,  named  Simeon  Orr,  and  a  couple  of  his  sons,  during  the  court — I  do  not  know 
whotlior  at  the  spring  or  fall  term  of  the  circuit  court — when  this  John  T.  Wright  was 
there ;  as  this  man  Orr  told  me,  Wright  was  drumming  up  for  recruits,  and  asked 
Sim  Orr  to  join  it. 

A  nswer.  Rrcruits  for  what  organization  f 

Question.  To  the  Ku-Klux,  and  he  ^ave  Orr  a  copy  of  the  obligation  that  they  all 
took,  one  to  another,  explaining  that  if  they  divulged  on  each  other  they  would  suffer 
their  brains  to  be  shot  out.  Orr  got  drunk,  and  he  was  a  man  who  drank  up  a  good 
deal  ol  whisky,  and  went  up  to  Daviston,  and  was  trying  to  enlist  some  men  in  the 
order  and  became  very  zealous.  He  approached  some  men  and  tried  to  get  them  to 
join  it,  aitd  they  told  him  they  did  not  know  whether  they  wanted  to  jom  it  or  not* 
bat  he  inisted,  and  went  so  far  as  to  tell  them  that  he  would  read  the  obligation  to 
them,  and  leave  it  optional  to  them  to  accept  or  not.  After  hearing  it  they  refused. 
Right  there  I  got  my  starting-point.  But  just  before  I  came  in  possession  of  this  last 
thing  that  I  have  stated,  one  of  my  neighbors,  named  Meadows,  had  some  negroes 
hired  to  work  on  his  farm  with  him,  and  this  company  went  there  one  night  in  dis- 
ralee  and  called  Meadows  out  and  talked  to  him,  and  threatened  him  pretty  severely.  * 
After  they  got  through  with  him  they  went  and  took  a  negro  girl  out  that  he  had  and 
whipped  her  pretty  severely,  and  told  her  that  she  had  to  leave  the  country,  and  they 
did  not  intend  any  negro  should  stay  in  the  community.  She  took  them  at  their  word, 
suid  the  next  day,  Sunday,  she  put  out.  After  they  had  whipped  her  they  went  back. 
They  took  Meadows  out  a  second  time  and  told  him  if  he  did  not  behave  himself  what 
they  would  do  with  him.  The  next  Saturday  night  following,  a  company  of  them 
paeeed  my  place  and  went  up  to  a  widow  lady's  that  I  had  on  my  place ;  her  little 
boys  worked  with  me ;  they  ciilled  her  out  and  pretended  that  ihey  were  strangers  in  the 
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country  and  did  not  know  the  way  to  Dariston,  and  made  some  inquiries,  and  plagued 
the  old  lady  right  smartly,  and  they  went  on  to  Daviston.  There  is  a  Squire  Brewer 
up  here  that  drinks  too  much  whisky,  and  is  said  to  be  cruel  to  his  family  at  times. 
They  called  him  out  and  gave  him  a  lecture ;  told  him  if  he  did  not  treat  his  family 
better  what  they  would  do  with  him.  They  scared  him  pretty  badly,  but  did  not  hurt 
him,  and  went  on  about  their  business.  The  next  Monday  morning,  one  of  these  yoong 
Orrs  came  by  my  place,  going  to  another  place  on  the  plantation ;  the  plantation 
reaches  four  miles  and  a  half  up  the  creek.  It  seemed  that  this  yoong  man  was  afraid 
that  they  had  passed  my  place,  without  the  negroes  knowing  anything  aboiig^t.  At  all 
events  he  asked  the  negroes  if  they  knew  the  Ku-Klux  had  passed  by  there  Saturday. 
The  negroes  told  him  they  had.  Then,  when  his  father  came  on,  I  do  not  remember 
whether  it  was  Monday  evening  or  Tuesday  evening,  I  stopped  him  and  interrogated 
him.  I  took  him  off  to  himself,  and  put  some  very  direct  questions  to  him  in  a  positive 
way,  and  drew  out  of  him  by  myself,  when  we  were  alone,  about  this  man  John  Wri^t 
initiating  him  at  Dadeville  court.  I  do  not  remember  whether  it  was  the  spring  term 
or  fall  term,  but  this  took  place  iu  the  fall  of  the  year,  not  tar  from  twelve  months 
ago.  There  I  drew  out  of  him  how  he  came  to  his  position  as  captain  of  the  concern  ia 
my  neighborhood,  and  I  told  him  I  thought  the  thing  was  injuring  the  men  who 
wanted  to  have  their  farms  cultivated  by  freedmen  ;•  that  I  wanted  my  negroes  let 
alone  as  long  as  they  behaved  themselves,  and  when  they  did  not  behave  themselves 
I  was  in  favor  of  making  them  do  it,  as  well  as  anybody  else.  Right  there  is  where  I 
got  from  him  the  position  he  held.  .That  is  about  as  much  as  I  know  that  I  could  testify 
to  positively.  I  have  heard  a  good  many  outside  reports.  This  man,  John  T.  Wright, 
has  now  gone  to  Texas,  as  I  understand. 

.  Question,  Have  you  relate  to  the  committee  all  the  instances  that  you  now  remem- 
ber, of  which  you  have  any  information,  of  the  visits  made  by  thtse  Ku-Klux  T 

Answer.  1  have  heard  of  others  by  rumor. 

Question.  You  may  state  the  rumors,  if  you  deem  them  reliable.  You  may  state 
their  substance. 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  similar  organizations  passing  about  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Youngsville,  sixteen  or  seventeen  miles  from  my  neighborhood.  I  heard  of  a  com- 
pany riding  over  in  there  one  night.  I  could  not  say  whether  I  heard  that  tbey 
whipped  any  negroes  that  I  know  of,  but  they  ran  a  good  many  of  them  out  into  the 
woods  and  got  them  pretty  badly  scared.  I  heard  that  some  of  the  negroes  were  goin^ 
to  leave  that  portion  of  the  country,  and  I,  being  a  little  scarce  of  hands,  thought  it 
was  a  good  time  for  me  to  drive  into  that  section  of  the  countrv  and  get  some  of  these 
hands  who  were  going  to  leave.  That  led  me  to  that  neighbornood  a  few  days  after- 
wards. While  I  was  there  I  saw  some  negroes  who  seemed  uneasy.  I  did  not  find 
any  bod  V  hurt,  but  they  were  scared,  and  talked  about  leaving.  I  went  to  a  man's 
plantation  named  Harroll,  and  I  was  talking  to  him  about  it.  He  said  that  when  he 
nrst  saw  me  he  concluded  I  was  one  of  these  Ku-Klux,  and  sent  these  men  over  ^ere 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  about  this  disturbance  among  the  negroes,  in  order  to  get 
them  away^  but  after  talking  with  him  a  while  I  satisfied  him  on  that  point.  I  gave 
him  my  opinion  of  the  Ku-!^ux ;  assured  him  that  I  hated  them  as  bad  as  I  did  the 
devil  himself,  and  I  told  him  the  truth  when  I  said  so.  After  talking  with  him,  «od 
getting  him  to  fully  understand  my  position,  I  told  him  I  did  not  come  there  to  take 
his  hands,  or  anybody  else's  hands,  but  that  if  they  were  going  to  change  homes  I 
thought  I  had  as  much  right  to  get  them  as  anybody  else.  Then  ho  went  on  and  told 
me  what  he  knew  about  these  men,  and  he  went  over  a  good  many  names  in  his  neigh- 
borhood that  he  knew  belonged  to  the  order,  and  he  said  that  he  had  seen  them  oat  on 
duty  in  their  uniforms,  and  that  in  one  or  two  instances  they  were  a  little  free.  He 
did  not  recognize  them  properly,  but  they  held  up  their  veils  over  their  faces  and 
asked  him  if  ne  knew  who  they  were,  and  he  told  them  he  did.  That  is  about  all  I 
know  about  that  section  of  country. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Where  did  Harroll  live  ? 

Answer,  I  think  he  lived  right  over  on  the  line  in  Coosa  County;  I  don't  remember 
how  far  from  Youngsville,  but  I  think  his  post-office  in  Nixbuvg.  His  name  is  R-  D. 
Harroll. 

^  By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  What  kind  of  men  went  into  this  organization,  so  far  as  you  ascertainsA 
from  Harroll  and  other  sources  T 

Answer.  As  far  as  my  opinion  and  observation  extend,  they  are  the  loweat^owu* 
meanest  characters  that  we  have  got  among  us.  I  do  not  know  any  honorable  wtm 
that  belongs  to  them,  or  who  was  ever  connected  with  them  in  any  way. 

Question.  All  whit©  men  T 

^M«ti'er.  All  white  men.  ^        .^C^nnn](> 

Question.  Generally  renters  ?  °'9'^'''^  ^^  ^^OO^  IL 
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Anatcer.  Some  of  them  were,  and  some  of  them  own  little  places  of  their  own  ;  some 
of  Buch  men  2W  you  have  seen  from  pillar  to  post,  with  no  occnpation  of  any  sort. 

Question.  What  seemed  to  be  their  purpose  in  alarming  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  could  answer  that  question  satisfactorily  or  not.  I 
do  not  know  that  I  have  an  opinion  to  satisfy  myself  about  that.  Sometimes  I  thought 
that  that  class  of  men  believed  after  the  surrender,  when  the  negroes  were  set  free, 
that  they  would  fetch  everybody  else  down  to  a  level  with  themselves.  Instead  of 
trying  to  build  up,  I  think  their  intention  was  to  pull  down,  thinking,  maybe,  that  by 
running  the  negroes  out  of  the  neighborhood  it  would  make  labor  scarce,  and  they 
could  pick  a  choice  of  the  land  in  the  neighborhood.  They  will  not  cultivate  any- 
body else's  land  if  you  wiU  let  them  have  it.  They  will  go  and  butcher  it  up  and 
make  their  expenses,  but  not  more  than  their  income.  They  are  no  benefit  to  them- 
selves or  anybody  else. 
^Question.  Would  you  prefer  negro  labor  to  that  class  ? 

Anstcer.  Ne^oes  are  the  best.    I  have  tried  both. 

Question.  Did  they  seem  prejudiced  against  the  negroes  oa  account  of  their  being 
Tested  with  the  privilege  of  suffrage  f 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  say  that.  I  do  not  believe  that  when  that  thing 
was  first  thought  of,  when  it  first  commenced,  they  had  any  bad  intentions  in  view. 
When  the  negroes  were  first  set  free,  you  know  there  were  some  men  around  here 
rather  demoralized  the  negroes,  and  made  them  think  that  negroes  were  better  than 
white  folks.  If  you  do  not  know  so  I  do.  This  class  of  men  raiued  a  sort  of  prejudice, 
thinking  that  there  was  going  to  be  an  attempt  made  to  put  the  negro  above  the  white 
man.  I  think  that  when  that  thing  first  started,  it  was  to  make  the  negroes  behave 
themselves.  Some  of  the  negroes  were  mighty  saucy  and  impudent,  and  hard  to  put 
up  with.  I  think  the  thing  started  to  let  the  negro  know  that  he  must  keep  his  place, 
but  they  went  on  from  one  step  to  another.  There  was  at  one  time,  I  think,  better 
men  engaged  in  it  than  toward  the  last.  As  the  time  passed  off  for  such  things  as  that, 
when  they  thought  it  was  necessary  to  make  the  negro  behave,  the  good  men  dropjpKed 
out,  and  it  went  into  the  hands  of  these  other  characters  I  spoke  of.  I  think  their  in- 
tention was  to^un  the  negro  labor  entirely  out  of  the  country,  making^  the  men  that 
had  land  let  them  have  it  as  they  pleased.  I  do  not  know  whether  that  is  correct  or 
notr  but  that  is  my  idea. 

Question.  When  was  it  that  you  visited  Mr.  Ilarroll,  and  had  this  conversation  with 
him,  and  he  imparted  this  information  to  you  in  regard  to  the  existence  of  this  order 
in  Cooea  County  f 

An9wer.  I  reckon  it  was  in  Deceinber  last.    I  know  it  was  just  before  Christmas, 
while  I  was  trying  to  get  up  hands  to  make  this  present  crop. 

Question,  Did  you  find  that  the  alarm  was  pretty  general  in  that  neighborhood  among 
ihe  negroes  on  account  of  these  Ku-Klux  ridings  T 

Answer.  Well,  I  did  not  see  a  great  manjr  negroes,  but  I  saw  this  man  HarrolL  I 
Mtkw  the  impression  I  made  upon  him  in  putting  myself  right  with  him.  I  was  taUdng 
with  him  in  presence  of  the  ne^oes.  I  told  him  that  I  wanted  him  and  the  negroes  to 
know  exactly  my  position,  and  m  explaining  it  to  him  it  seemed  to  satisfy  the  negnroes, 
and  I  said,  **  Mr.  UarroU,  if  your  negroes  are  satisfied  I  would  not  take  one  of  tnem. 
They  should  not  go  with  me  if  they  wanted  to.''  My  satisfying  Mr.  Harroll  seemed  to 
satifiiy  them,  and  they  remained.  I  said,  *^  If  they  are  willing  to  remain  I  will  go  right 
off,  and  not  try  to  get  any  more  hands."  I  had  seen  two  or  three  negroes  before  I  saw 
this  man  Harroll.  The  two  or  three  I  had  seen  before  this  talked  like  they  were 
frightened.  The  others  seemed  to  think  that  if  they  behaved  themselves  they  would 
be  m  no  further  danger.  I  think  that  was  the  general  impression  among  the  negr6es> 
that  as  long  as  the  negro  behaved  himself  he  was  safe. 

Question.  Have  you  any  information  as  to  the  condition  of  that  neighborhood  since  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  been  back  since,  but  not  hearing  of  any  disturbance  I 
take  it  for  granted  there  has  been  none. 

Question.  You  spoke  about  Meadows's  daughter  being  shipped  ? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  it  was  a  negro  girl  he  had  with  him. 

Question.  Was  Meadows  a  white  man  f 

Anstcer  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  she  whipped  for  ? 

Anstcer.  That  is  rumor,  but  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that  as  a  fact. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  how  numerous  that  band  was  who  visited  Meadows's 
Louse  and  inflicted  this  whipping? 

Anstcer.  There  were  eight  or  ten  of  them,  Meadows  told  me. 

Qttesiion.  Disguised? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Armed? 

Anstcer.  Not  that  he  saw.    He  did  not  see  any  armed.  ^^  , 

Question.  What  did  they  do  at  Brewer's  ?  Dinitized  by  CjO.OQ  Ic 

Anstcer.  They  only  called  him  and  asked  him  how  he  and  his  wire  weregettingaloog^ 


1128      CONDITION    OF   AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

Question.  Did  they  leave  any  threats  t 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  think  they  left  any  threats.  If  they  did  I  do  not  remember  now. 
They  asked  if  he  had  not  been  mistreating  his  wife. 

Question,  Did  they  interfere  with  your  negroes  at  the  time  they  came  past  your  place  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  got  a  talk  with  a  man  after  that,  and  was  rather  accusing  him  of 
being  in  the  company,  though  rather  in  a  friendly  way.  I  was  satisfied  then,  and  am 
yet,  that  he  was  one  of  the  men. 

Question,  I  shoald  like  you  to  give  the  names,  as  far  as  yoa  are  able  to  recall  them, 
of  the  men  whom  yon  suppose  to  belong  to  that  organization  in  Tallapoosa  County  ? 

Answer.  That  did  belong  to  it  or  who  belong  to  it  now  ? 

Question.  Those  who  belonged  to  it  and  those  who  belong  to  it  now  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  whether  there  is  such  an  organization  at  this  time  or  not.  I 
have  not  heard  of  it  since  last  fall ;  that  place  over  in  Harroll's  neighborhood  is  the 
last  riding  that  I  have  heard  of.  Sim.  Orr  is  the  man  I  have  been  speaking  about 
and  Lonz.  Bosworth.  Orr  was  captain,  and  Bosworth  the  lieutenant ;  they  called  him 
Lon.  Then  there  was  John  Orr,  Lon.  Orr,  William  Patridge,  Neil  Harkins,  Red  Gal- 
loway— they  called  him  "  Red ; "  I  hardly  know  what  his  name  was;  Rufus  Sturdevaut, 
John  T.  Wright,  he  has  now  left  the  country  and  gone ;  B.  L.  Coker,  Frank  Moore,  Bob 
Yates,  Ben.  Jarvis,  Taylor  Jarvis,  Newton  Jarvis,  John  Harkins,  and  Bob  Harkins. 

Question.  At  what  time,  so  far  as  your  information  extends,  were  these  men  members 
of  that  order  f 

Ansicer.  Well,  they  were  all  on  duty  last  fall. 

Question.  Was  that  order  in  a  greater  state  of  activity  before  the  election  in  Novem- 
ber than  afterwar4  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  it  all  occurred  after  the  election. 

Question.  You  have  not  heard  of  any  operations  of  this  order  this  year  I 

An8tva\  No,  sir ;  not  a  wonl  of  them. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Do  you  employ  quite  a  number  of  hands,  Colonel  Taylor,  upon  your  planta- 
tion? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  employ  right  smart  of  them. 

Question.  What  effect  has  this  riding  over  the  county  by  disguised  men  had  upon  the 
labor  of  that  section  of  your  county  f  Does  it  have  a  tendency  to  disturb,  or  to  make 
labor  scarce  ? 

Answer.  The  freedraen  you  speak  of?  ^ 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  It  has  run  the  larger  portion  of  the  frecdmen  out  of  our  neighborhood. 

Question.  That,  of  course,  is  injurious  to  the  planting  interests  of  the  county? 

Answer.  1  think  so,  sir. 

Question.  Do  they  leave  because  of  this  feeling  of  insecurity  ? 

Answer.  That  is  what  they  say. 

Question.  Is  that  your  own  opinion  ? 

Ansiver.  That  is  my  own  opinion,  and  I  have  some  negroes.  Now  when  they  whipped 
this  negro  girl,  she  put  out  the  next  day,  she  and  her  mother,  and  when  they  were 
going  on  between  there  and  Opelika  she  met  some  negroes,  as  those  negroes  have  told 
me  since,  who  were  on  their  way  up  to  my  place,  coming  up  to  look,  and  if  they  liked  it, 
they  were  going  to  bring  up  a  good  many  others.  When  they  met  these  women  and 
heard  their  statement,  they  turned  around  and  went  back,  and  never  came  at  all. 
This  fall,  not  more  than  four  or  five  weeks  ago,  I  saw  those  two  fellows  that  were 
coming  up,  and  they  told  me  about  the  circumstances.  They  said  they  intended  to 
como  back  this  fall ;  they  understood  the  thing  had  all  blown  over ;  that  there  were  no 
Ku-Klux  there  now,  and  if  that  was  the  case  flioy  would  come  up  there  this  fall. 

Question.  Do  you  think  if  there  is  no  more  Ku-Kluxing,  or  riding  about,  you  will  he 
able  to  stock  your  place  with  hands  ? 

Answer.  1  think  so,  and  my  neighbors  will  too. 

Question.  Where  has  this  labor  gone  ? 

Answer.  Down  to  Opelika  and  aronnd  there. 

Question.  Gone  to  towns  ? 

Answer.  Near  towns ;  some  go  one  place  and  some  another. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  this  obligation  of  the  organigation  read? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  I  have  seen  men  who  have  hoard  it  read. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  nature  of  that  obligation  or  oath  ? 

Answer.  The  parties  were  telling  me  about  it.  I  cannot  recollect  it  all  very  weH 
They  took  a  solemn  obligation  that  if  they  divulged  or  told  anything,  they  would 
'snfier  their  brains  to  be  shot  out.  That  was  about  the  strongest  obligation  that  I 
remember. 

Question.  Is  not  that  about  as  strong  as  it  could  be  made  ?        ^ 

Ansicer.  I  think  so.  They  had  pass- words  too,  by  which  thev  ^oidlik^iecocuize  each 
>ther  in  the  dark,  if  they  heard  them  speak.  ^  x:=»v^v^g 
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Question,  What  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  colored  people  up  in  that  county  for  two 
or  three  years  back  ? 

Answer,  As  a  general  thing  it  has  been  tolerably  good.  Once  in  a  while  there  were 
some  that  would  not  behave  well,  and  did  a  great  many  thin^  they  ought  not  to. 
Some  would  steal,  and  some  would  sauce  white  folks,  and  once  in  awhile  I  have  heard 
of  them  attempting  to  commit  rapes,  &c.  But  that  is  rather  a  seldom  occurrence;  as 
a  masSf  tney  behave  themselves  generally  better  than  they  do  about  the  towns. 

Question,^ Are  they  generally  liKed  as  laborers  by  the  planters  f 

Answer,  The  most  of  them  are.  Some  of  them  are  lazy,  but  generally  they  work 
well.  I  work  sixty  to  seventy  hands,  and  for  two  years  I  have  worked  white  labor 
altogether,  but  this  year  I  have  had  about  half  of  my  labor  negroes,  and  the  other  half 
white^  and  I  like  the  negroes  the  best ;  they  make  me  better  hands. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  relation  to  this  obligation,  as  it  was  repeated  to  you,  was  it  a  part  of 
tbat  oath  that  they  were  to  execute  or  carry  into  effect  the  order  of  the  den,  or  Klan, 
or  order,  whatever  it  was  f 

Ansicer,  No,  sir ;  my  recollection  is  that  there  was  nothing  obligatory  upon  them  to 
carry  out  anything  at  all,  only  they  enjoined  it  on  themselves  that  they  should  tell 
nothing.  Their  object  was  that  they  did  not  want  anybody  to  know  who  these  men 
were. 

Question.  Do  yon  understand  how  they  formed  their  plans  by  executing  any  partic- 
ular piece  of  mischief,  who  controlled  the  action  of  the  members  of  the  order,  whether 
tbey  had  a  chief  or  not  f 

An8W(T.  This  man  Wright.  I  understood,  was  the  chief. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  they  had  regular  meetings  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  hear  that  they  had  regular  meetings ;  I  heard  that  when 
they  went  riding,  to  go  anywhere,  they  had  a  place  appointed  to  meet.  I  do  not  know 
whether  they  met  at  the  same  place  every  time,  but  of  course  they  had  some  place 
where  they  all  got  together. 

Question.  Whatever  they  did  on  their  raid,  did  you  understand  it  was  the  result  of  a 
joint  consultation  when  they  met  together,  or  did  some  chief  direct  the  operations  ? 

Answer.  I  am  of  opinion  that  each  squad  had  his  own  fun  and  amusement  whenever 
they  got  together.  For  instance,  this  man  Orr  was  captain,  and  when  they  took  a  no- 
tion to  have  an  amusement  they  would  see  each  other  a  day  or  two  before,  and  ap- 
XK)int  a  place  of  meeting,  and  all  meet  together.    That  is  my  idea  about  it. 

Qu£stion.  Has  any  effort  been  made  in  the  courts,  so  far  as  you  know,  to  break  up 
this  organization  or  punish  them  for  any  misdeeds  they  have  committed  ? 

Anstuer.  None  that  I  know  of.  I  have  made  the  only  effort  that  I  know  of  to  stop  it. 
I  do  not  know  of  anything  else  except  what  I  did  myself.  I  told  this  man  Orr  that  if 
he  rode  there  again  it  would  be  the  last  riding  he  would  ever  do  ;  that  he  should  not 
ride  there  any  more.    I  wanted  him  to  quit  it,  and  I  told  him  he  must  quit  it. 

Question,  Who  is  this  Orr ;  what  is  his  occupation  ? 

Answer.  Well,  he  is  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  sometimes  farms  it.  He  is  a  tolerable 
workman,  and  a  pretty  good  farmer,  and  a  pretty  good  whisky-drinker. 

Question.  Is  he  a  young  man? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  an  old  man.  He  has  grown  children.  He  has  three  sons  about 
grown. 

Questioti.  Is  he  a  man  prejudiced  against  negroes  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  do  not  know  whether  he  is  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Do  you  think  this  organization  had  any  political  object  ? 

Answer,  1  do  not  think  it  did,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  it  did.  As  to  the  most  of  the  men 
who  were  in  it,  I  do  not  think  they  had  any  politics  at  stake  at  all.  I  think  it  was 
lust  a  notion  to  run  the  negroes  out  of  the  country,  that  they  might  butcher  up  the 
land  themselves. 

Question,  Was  this  man  Brewer  a  republican  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  They  threatened  him  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  any  of  the  parties  that  were  threatened  there  republicans  f 

Answer.  No^  sir;  all  democrats.  Mr.  Meadows  was  a  democrat,  and  always  haa 
been,  and  so  is  Mr.  Brewer. 

Question,  Over  in  Coosa,  where  you  went,  did  you  find  that  there  was  any  political 
oljeot  there  t 

Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Was  this  gentleman,  with  whom  you  talked  there  about  the  Ku-Klux^  dis- 
turbing his  labor,  a  democrat  t  ^ 

Answer.  I  could  not  say  whether  he  was  or  not. 
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Question.  What  was  his  uame  ? 

Answer,  R.  D.  Harroll. 

Question,  Did  he  say  anything  on  the  subject  of  politics  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  he  intimate  in  his  corax)laints  against  these  peojile  that  they  had  any 
political  objects  whatever  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  , 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  it  stated  in  reference  to  either  of  these  counties  that 
these  people  had  political  objects  to  subserve  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  have  heard  it  connected  with  politics  at  all,  and  my  honest 
opinion  is  that  it  had  no  connection  with  politics. 

Question.  I  would  ask  yon  in  reference  to  the  farming  interests  of  that  country, 
whether  it  is  not  very  diflficult  for  you  to  keep  stock  of  any  kinds  upon  your  farms  now  T 

Answer,  My  stock  is  not  interfered  with.  They  are  neglected  to  a  very  considerable 
extent.  I  am  not  as  successful  in  raising  my  stock  as  I  would  be  if  I  could  have  them 
better  attended  to.  I  hear  a  great  deal  about  negroes  stealing  stock  and  killing  them 
np  in  other  sections  of  the  country,  but  not  on  my  place  and  neighborhood. 

Qu4isti4>n.  Is  it  not  a  general  complaint  7 

Answc)'.  Yes,  sir :  I  think  it  is  a  general  complaint  through  the  country. 

Question.  That  there  is  a  kind  of  lawlessness  among  the  negroes,  and'that  it  is  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impossible,  to  raise  meat  through  the  country  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  know  a  number  of  farmers  that  used  to  be  very  suceeaefiil 
farmers,  and  always  raised  plenty  of  their  own  meat  and  com,  who  say  they  cannot 
raise  hogs  or  cows ;  that  the  negroes  kill  them  up.  I  know  a  number  of  farmers  who 
say  that, 

QuesHan,  What  do  they  attribute  it  to  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  attribute  it  to  the  fact  that  they  cannot  control  the  negroes 
and  keep  them  from  stealing  it. 

QuestUm,  They  will  steal  T 

Answer,  The  negroes  will  not  work,  will  not  make  something  to  eat,  and  they  most 
live. 

Question,  And  do  steal  ? 

Answer,  They  do  steal;  there  is  no  doubt  about  that. 

Question,  Does  this  condition  of  affairs  produce  dissatisfaction  f 

Answer,  Well,  of  course  it  does,  and  it  has  a  great  tendency  to  dishearten  a  great 
many  farmers.  Men  who  had  been  successful  farmers,  a  great  many  of  them  are 
wanting  to  abandon  their  business  and  go  at  something  else. 

Question,  Is  it  because  of  the  ill-treatment  which  negroes  hi  many  instances  receive? 

Answa:  I  think  not. 

Question,  What  is  the  cause  of  this  ill-treatment  of  the  negroes,  if  that  is  not  the 
cause? 

Answer,  1  do  not  think  the  negroes  are  ill-treat«d. 

Question,  In  the  instances  in  which  they  are  ? 

Answer,  It  is  the  conduct  on  the  negro's  part;  where  he  commits  an  outrage  of  any 
sort,  of  course  the  white  people  do  not  like  it,  and  they  want  to  try  to  make  him  do 
better. 

^  Question.  Is  there  a  belief  that  there  are  persons  in  the  country  who  think  poUtifial 
parties  put  the  negroes  up  to  this  kind  of  devilment  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  has  been  thought  so. 

Question,  Is  there  ground  for  that  belief? 

Answer.  I  have  thought  so  some  time  back. 

Question,  Everything  that  causes  ill-feeling  between  the  whites  and  blacks  is  availed 
of  by  a  certain  class  of  politicians  for  political  purposes,  is  it  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  as  I  stated  some  time  back,  there  was  a  time  when  there  were  some 
men  going  through  the  country  who  made  the  negro  believe  that  he  was  the  white 
man's  superior,  and  that  he  ought  not  to  listen  to  what  a  white  man  would  say,  but 
go  along  and  have  his  own  way.  They  made  them  impudent,  and  caused  mhoy  of 
them  to  commit  crimes,  I  think,  that  they  never  would  have  thought  of — talking  to 
them  in  that  way. 

Question,  Did  thjey  talk  to  them  in  a  way  to  make  them  believe  it  was  right  for  them 
to  take  this  property  ? 

Ansiccr,  I  have  heard  of  such  things  being  stated,  and  I  heard  one  or  two  negroes 
say  that  there  had  been  men  who  had  passed  through  the  country  and  told  them  that 
the  Government  was  going  to  take  the  white  men's  land  away  uom  them  and  give 
every  negro  forty  acres  of  land  and  a  mule,  and  divide  the  stock  out  among  them ;  aad 
the  negroes  fully  expected  for  a  time  that  they  would  get  it. 

Question.  What  class  of  persons  was  it  that  distilled  these  ideas  into  the  negroea  ? 

Answer,  Well,  I  saw  a  man  here  to-day  that  I  think  has  done  m^re  of  it  man  anj 
othjJT  man  I  ever  saw  or  heard  of.  oi  iti.^d  by  LiOOQ 

Question,  Who  is  that  man  ?  O 
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Anstcer.  Mr.  Norri8.  I  have  beard  more  talk  of  Lim  amoug  tlio  negroes  thau  all 
the  other  men  put  together. 

Question.  In  this  respect  ? 

Answ^;  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  distracting  the  negroes  with  these  false  ideas  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  the  negroes  that  had  not  talked  with  him  had  talked  with  other 
negroes  J:hat  had  talked  with  Mr.  Norris,  and  it  all  came  from  him,  I  understand.  I  can- 
not state  that  that  is  correct,  but  the  negroes  came  to  me  and  gave  it  second  or  third 
handed  from  him  that  these  forty  acres  of  land  and  a  mule,  and  other  stock,  were  to 
be  divided  out  among  them  ;  that  they  had  worked  to  help  the  former  master  to  get 
all  this  property,  and  had  a  better  right  to  it  than  he  had ;  and  that  the  time  had  come 
when  they  were  to  get  it. 

Question,  And  they  might  supply  themselves  in  the  mean  time  f 

Anstcer,  Well,  that  was  the  idea  that  was  held  out  to  them ;  that  is  what  I  had  ref- 
erence to  when  I  said  there  were  men  talking  to  the  negroes  and  trying  to  make  them 
believe  they  were  the  white  man's  superior,  and  that  all  these  things  would  come  to 
pass  after  a  while. 

Question.  Does  not  this  kind  of  talk  do  as  much  to  disorganize  the  labor  as  the  opera- 
at  ions  of  this  band  you  spoke  of? 

Answer,  1  think  so. 

Question,  Has  it  not  more  influence  with  the  negro  than  anything  else  that  is  said. 

Answer.  Yes ;  and  I  have  always  believed  and  said,  time  and  again,  that  if  there  waa 
not  such  an  influence  being  used  among  the  negroes  from  the  start  they  would  have 
behaved  themselves  and  worked  better,  and  we  would  aU  have  been  in  a  better  condi- 
tion to-day.  I  do  not  think  they  would  have  left  their  homes,  or  if  they  had  left  their 
homes,  they  would  have  gone  to  some  neighbor  and  complied  with  their  contracts  and 
been  settled  down  and  been  doing  well ;  much  better  than  they  are  doing. 

Questi(m,  This  you  consider  the  prolific  source  of  the  discontent  and  disturbance 
among  the  negroes  in  this  State  f 

Answer,  I  do  think  so. 

Question,  You  say  this  man  Wright  has  gone  from  the  State  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  think  there  is  any  organization  of  this  kind  in  your  county  now  f 

Answer,  Kot  that  I  know  of.    I  have  not  heard  a  word  of  it  since  last  winter. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  that  if  there  had  been  a  combined  effort  upon  the  part 
of  the  influential  men  in  the  community  to  put  down  this  Ku-Kluxism,  that  if  otners 
had  done  as  you  did,  it  might  have  been  stopped  Ions  ago  f 

Answer,  Kthey  had  known  how  to  get  at  it.  I  feel  that  I  am  the  first  man  who 
ever  got  any  of  their  names.  You  see  they  idways  tried  to  keep  secret  and  not  let 
anybody  out  of  their  companv  know  who  they  were,  or  at  what  time  they  went,  or 
-where.  They  had  these  disguises,  and  their  horses  were  disguised.  They  had  a  white 
sheet  of  some  description  tlm>wn  over  the  horses,  and  they  put  some  goods,  a  sort  of 
anufif-colored  goods,  on,  and  had  a  large  wrapper  made  that  came  around  the  throats 
and  around  the  shoulders  and  dropped  down  to  below  the  knees,  that  covered  them ; 
and  a  larffe  hat  of  some  description,  and  veil  that  came  down  over  the  face  and  breast, 
with  eye-holes  cut  through  ;  that  was  the  veil  that  one  or  two  of  these  men  raised  to 
this  man  Horrall,  and  asked  him  if  he  knew  them ;  but  I  never  saw  one  of  these  uni- 
forms in  my  life. 

Question,  Supposing  the  good  men  in  the  community  had  met  together  and  adopted 
resolutions  denouncing  this  organization  and  its  practices,  and  resolved  that  they 
would  use  every  effort  to  ferret  out  their  crimes  and  bring  them  to  justice,  do  you  not 
think  that  such  a  decided  and  earnest  step  would,  of  itself,  have  caused  this  organi- 
sation to  disband  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  do  not  know  what  to  say  about  that ;  it  is  right  hard  for  men  to  go 
and  take  a  stand  against  something  they  know  so  little  about.  They  once  in  a  while 
hear  of  these  men  nding,  but  do  not  know  where  they  come  from,  or  who  they  are,  or 
anything  about  it. 

Question,  But  they  knew  they  were  exercising  a  very  pernicious  effect  upon  their 
labor,  and  injuring  the  industries  of  the  country? 

Answer,  They  ought  to  have  known  it. 

Question,  If  they  had  obeyed  the  law  of  their  own  interests,  and  done  as  I  have  said. 
do  you  not  think  it  would  have  had  the  eft'ect  of  intimidating  these  Ku-Klux,  and 
causing  them  to  desist  f 

Anmcer,  Yes ;  but  then,  you  know,  if  every  man  would  do  his  duty  we  would  have  a 
heap  better  time  than  we  do.  But  there  is  a  great  disadvantage  about  that.  There 
are  so  many  men  who  are  slow  to  act,  who  are  so  slow  to  do  what  they  even  know  they 
ought  to  do,  that  these  little  things  go  by.    What  is  everybody's  business  is  nobody'e 
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business ;  and  then  men  were  really  afraid  they  might  insult  or  offend  some  neighbor, 
and  sustain  some  little  injury  from  it  some  day. 

Qti€8tion,  Afraid  that  these  Ku-Klux  might  visit  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  did  not  know  but  what  they  might  do  it. 

Question,  You  say  there  was  great  complaint  about  negroes  killing  stock ;  how  far 
back  was  this  f 

Answer >  I  have  heard  of  that  complaint  ever  since  the  surrender,  and  I  even  hexir  it 
up  to  the  present  time,  but  not  right  immediately  in  my  neighborhood,  because  we 
have  comparatively  few  negroes  up  here ;  as  I  say,  they  have  been  run  out. 

Question,  Is  there  any  more  difficulty  in  discovering  the  men  who  have  stolen  or 
killed  stock  than  there  is  in  proving  ordinary  crimes  and  misdemeanors  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  know,  sir ;  not  having  anything  of  the  sort  to  ferret  out  myself,  I 
do  not  know  how  to  answer  that  question. 

Question,  Have  you  known  any  negroes  being^arrested  and  punished  for  killing  stock  ? 

Answer,  I  know  one  negro  who  was  arrested  a  short  time  back  for  going  into  a  man's 
smoke-house  and  stealing  out  a  side  of  meat. 

Question.  Did  not  these  petty  larcenies  exist  before  the  war  T 

Answer,  To  some  extent  they  did. 

Question,  Was  not  stealing  meat  out  of  smoke-houses  a  very  common  offense  Y 

Answer,  I  heard  of  such  things  before. 

Question,  Does  it  exist  to  a  greater  degree  since  the  war  than  before  T 

Answer,  Not  in  stealing  meat  from  meat-houses.  I  do  not  think  it  is  as  much  aa 
before. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  They  do  not  have  a  groat  deal  T 

Ansxcer,  No,  sir;  but  out  in  the  woods,  or  on  the  plantations,  it  does  go  to  a  ^eat  deal 
greater  extent ;  so  much  so  that  many  planters  have  given  up  raising  provisions. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Have  not  many  planters  given  up  planting  com,  &c.,  in  order  to  plant  cotton, 
which  is  higher  priced  f 

Answer,  Yes.  I  have  asked  my  acquaintances  out  in  my  immediate  neighlwr- 
hood  their  reasons  for  doing  that.  I  have  been  somewhat  opposed  to  that  kind  of 
farming ;  before  the  war,  I  never  bought  a  bushel  of  corn  or  pound  of  bacon ;  I  always 
raised  it  at  home ;  but  since  then  I  have  been  falling  into  the  channel,  like  my 
neighbors.  Now  I  am  planting  a  little  more  com,  and  raising  more  stock.  I  asked  my 
neighbors  why  they  dia  not  do  it.  They  told  me  they  would  do  that  thing  if  they  had 
any  assurance  of  keeping  the  hogs  after  they  started,  but  when  they  jjot  them  in  a  good 
thrifty  condition,  they  began  to  drop  off,  and  the  first  thing  they  knew  they  were  all 
gone,  and  it  was  the  same  way  even  with  the  cows. 

By  the  Cilvirman: 

Question,  Was  there  not  a  failure  of  crops  for  three  years  after  the  war,  and  a  great 
deal  of  destitution  among  the  negroes? 

Afistvcr,  Yes,  sir  ;  but  negroes  that  would  go  and  settle  down  on  plantations  and 
work  and  stay  there  always  had  plenty  to  eat.  The  white  men  who  employed  them 
felt  bound  to  keep  them  in  plenty  to  eat  and  good  clothes  to  wear  when  they  would 
stay  with  them ;  but  if  a  man  was  trying  to  make  a  negro  work,  and  talked  a  little 
short  to  the  negro,  he  would  pick  up  and  go  somewhere  else,  very  often  when  a  man 
had  made  preparations  to  go  on ;  and  when  they  left  him  it  would  sometimes  leave 
him  a  little  scanty. 

Question.  Was  it  not  possible  that  actual  destitution  immediately  after  the  war  was 
often  the  cause  of  their  taking  stock  in  order  to  supply  their  immediate  wants  T 

Anstver.  It  may  be  that  because  they  got  hungry  they  w^ould  go  and  steal,  but  I  do 
not  think  there  was  any  necessity  for  getting  hungry. 

Question.  Was  not  labor  very  much  demoralized  after  the  war,  and  was  it  not  some 
time  before  the  industries  of  the  country  were  regularly  organized  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  eir ;  but  I  have  never  known  the  time  when  a  negro  could  not  get  work 
to  do,  if  he  would  do  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Did  they  not  have  the  Freedraen's  Bureau  to  apply  to  to  feed  them  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  Did  not  the  Freedmen*s  Bureau  feed  a  great  many  white  people  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  caused  them  to  do  without  a  great  deal  of^  labor  that  they 
could  have  got  before  that.    The  ne^oes  would  quit  and  go  off  for  this  Bureau  when 
they  should  have  had  a  dependence  in  the  country.    They  depended  upon  the  Bureaa 
''>r  rations. 
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By  the  Chaihman  : 

Question,  Were  there  not  many  cases  where  the  employers  cheated  the  negroes  oat 
of  their  labor  f 

Answer.  That  has  been  said;  but  I  do  think  the  case  was  that  the  negroes  cheated  the 
owners  oat  of  their  work.  In  my  honest  opinion,  the  truth  is,  the  negroes  cheated  the 
farmers  oat  of  their  labor.  The  planters  hiad  nothing  to  pay  them  with.  The  negroes 
generally  hired  for  a  part  of  the  crop,  and  then  they  fed  themselves.  The  negroes 
were  to  pay  for  their  provisions  out  of  their  part  of  the  crop,  and  they  did  not  go  on 
making  their  crop,  so  that  their  part  of  the  crop  was  not  sufficient  to  pay  the  owner 
the  amount  that  was  due  him  for  the  land  and  stock  and  the  advance.  None  of  the 
farmers,  or  few  of  them,  are  making  anything  now.  I  think  they  are  every  day  losing 
ground;  that  is  my  experience;  not  getting  pay  for  their  land  or  stock  either. 

Queaium,  You  never  heard  any  white  men  advise  the  negroes  that  they  had  the 
right  to  supply  themselves  as  they  needed  from  the  property  of  the  white  owners,  did 
you? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  the  white  men  advise  them  that  way,  but  I  have  hoard  ne- 
groes say  they  had  advised  that  way. 

Question.  In  public  addresses  by  speakers  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  by  private  counsel. 

Question.  You  have  referred  to  M%jor  Norris.  You  never  heard  him  utter  any  such 
sentiment  as  you  have  ascribed  to  him,  did  you  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  always  tried  to  keep  from  hearing  anything  he  had  to  say. 

Question,  You  never  heard  any  of  his  political  addresses? 

Answer.  I  did  hear  something  of  a  speech  one  time  in  DadesviUe,  or  part  of  it;  not 
much. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  understand  that  he  gave  any  such  advice  to  the  negroes  in 
any  of  his  public  addresses? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  did. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  any  white  man  had,  in  any  public  address,  advised 
the  negroes  that  the  Government  would  supply  them  with  forty  acres  of  land  and  a 
mule? 

Answer,  Not  that  I  remember. 

By  Mr.  Blaik  : 

Question.  Was  not  the  belief  almost  universal  among  the  negroes  that  these  forty 
acres  of  land  and  a  mule  were  to  be  given  to  each  of  them  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was,  as  far  as  I  was  able  to  ascertain ;  and  I  have  been  told  that 
there  were  men  that  sold  the  negro  a  little  striped  stick  for  four  or  five  dollars,  and 
would  tell  the  negro  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  ao  and  stick  that  down  some- 
where in  the  forty  acres  he  wanted,  and  that  would  be  SkOonafide  title  to  the  land. 

Question,  People  traveled  around  with  these  sticks  and  sold  them  to  the  negroes, 
telling  them  that  they  were  to  stake  out  their  land  with  them  ? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  it  possible  that  such  an  impression  could  have  got  abroad 
among  the  negroes  unless  propagated  by  white  persons  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  thiuK  they  would  have  ever  thought  of  it. 

Qitestion.  It  never  would  have  occurred  to  them  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  would.  I  do  not  think  they  would  have  ever  conceived 
the  idea  at  all  that  they  would  have  got  anything  that  their  former  owners  ever  had. 
I  think  they  would  not  have  thought  of  anything  else  but  their  freedom.  They  had 
that  much,  and  would  have  been  content  with  it,  and  thought  that  was  all  they  had 
any  right  to,  if  these  tales  had  not  been  toI&  to  them. 

Question.  If  the  people  who  went  around  propagating  this  idea,  and  the  other  mis- 
chievous notions  you  have  spoken  of  in  regard  to  their  right  to  take  the  property  of 
their  neighbors,  had  not  been  rewarded  with  all  the  offices  of  the  State,  and  seats  in 
Congress,  and  thus  encouraged,  do  you  not  think  the  condition  of  affairs  in  this  State 
would  have  been  better  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  that  is  the  crying  evil  in  the  condition  of  the  southern 
people  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  that  has  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  Thskt  that  character  of  men  have  obtained  power  and  position  by  conduct- 
ing themselves  as  you  have  represented,  prowling  around  among  the  negroes  propa- 
gating among  them  these  ideas  to  which  you  have  referred  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  :  ^^  j 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  any  such  characters  were  put  in  office>1^00glC 
Answer.  Well,  I  have  heard  that  Mr.  Norris  was  put  in  office. 
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By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  He  was  your  member  of  CoDgress  T 
Amtcer,  I  think  he  was  sent  to  Congress  from  my  district. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  What  other  men  that  propagated  snch  ideas  have  been  elevated  to  office  f 
Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir.    Most  of  these  things  I  have  been  telling  yon  come 
firom  this  man  Mr.  Norris.    I  could  never  trace  it  back  to  anybody  but  him,  but  I  have 
heard  it  rumored  that  there  were  other  men  going  about  on  the  same  business. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  Selling  sticks  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  that  he  sold  sticks  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  but  they  had  the  idea,  of  course.  If  they  have  the  idea  that  they  oaa 
go  to  a  place  and  enter  forty  acres  of  land,  a  man  might  tell  them  where  to  go,  and 
send  them  to  another  man  to  have  their  title  fixed  up.  We  were  told  when  we  came 
as  pioneers  that  we  could  have  land  for  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  an  acre,  but  then  we  had 
to  learn  where  to  go  and  get  our  titles  to  our  places. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Queslum,  You  think  Norris  opened  the  business  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  they  went  tQ  somebwly  else  to  get  the  title. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Is  it  not  possible  that  Major  Norris  has  been  very  much  slandered  ? 
Answer,  It  may  be. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  But  it  is  impossible  that  such  an  idea  could  have  got  such  a  hold  on  the 
negroes  without  having  been  propagated  from  some  source  T 

Answer,  I  think  there  is  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  what  I  beard,  from  the  fact  that  it 
had  such  an  effect.    I  am  obliged  to  think  so. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  There  was  a  general  refusal,  was  there  not,  on  the  part  of  the  active  w^hltes- 
to  take  office  after  the  new  constitution  had  been  adopted,  the  outside  pressure  being  ao 
great  that  no  respectable  white  man  living  here  in  the  South  would  be  allowed  to  hold 
office? 

Answer,  I  think  the  general  impression  was  that  a  respectable  man  could  not  get  aa 
office.    That  is  what  I.  thought,  and  that  is  what  I  heard  them  say. 

Question,  Do  you  not  know  of  cases  where  respectable  men,  natives  of  the  Soatb, 
had  been  nominated  in  convention  to  offices,  and  were  compelled  to  decline  on  account 
of  their  fear  of  ostracism  Y 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  have. 

Question,  You  know  of  no  such  case  f 

Anstoer,  Not  that  I  remember. 

Question,  You  Jiave  heard  of  none  f 

Answer,  None  that  I  remember.  Now  there  may  have  been  men  nominated  and 
started  on  the  race  who  began  to  think  they  could  not  get  elected,  and  backed  down, 
but  I  do  not  know  any  such  case  just  now? 

Quejstion,  The  white  people  did  not  present  any  candidates  of  their  own  under  that 
constitution,  did  they  f 

Answer,  What  portion  do  you  speak  off  What  part  of  the  constitution  have  you 
reference  to  ? 

Question,  I  refer  to  the  constitution  of  1868. 

Answer,  What  sort  of  an  oath  would  a  man  have  had  to  have  taken  before  he  could 
have  had  an  office,  even  supposing  he  had  been  elected  ? 

Question,  I  have  not  that  oath  before  me  now;  I  suppose  you  have  read 'the  oath, 
required  of  registered  voters.    You  refer  to  that  oath,  I  suppose  f 

Answer,  I  have  heard  of  so  many  oaths  and  seen  them  that  I  do  not  know  which  ones 
you  have  reference  to,  and  I  hardly  know  how  to  answer  your  questions. 

Question,  Do  you  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  the  white  people  of  Alabama  refused 
to  take  any  part  iu  nominating  persons  to  fill  the  offices  under  the  new  State  constitu- 
tion? 

Answer,  My  opinion  is  that  the  reason  they  refused  to  do  that  was  becan^  they  could 
not  hold  the  offices.    They  did  not  think  they  had  the  right  to  have  an  office. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  they  all  regarded  themselves  as  disqualified  from  hold- 
ng  office?  *        ^  fe  ^ 
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Answer.  I  think  they  would  have  had  to  take  some  kind  of  an  oath  they  did  not  feel 
disposed  to  take. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  They  conld  not  truthfully  have  taken  it  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  To  hring  it  to  your  memory,  was  it  not  the  fact  that  the  democrats  in 
Alabama  decided  upon  the  policy  of  abstaining  from  voting  npon  that  constitution,, 
because,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  it  required  a  majority  orthe  registered  voters  to 
adopt  it,  and  they  hoped  to  defeat  it,  and  did  defeat  it  in  that  way  T 

Answer,  Now  I  understand  you.  Yes,  sir.  I  know  of  large  numbers  of  men  that  did 
not  vote,  thinking  that  they  would  win  the  election  by  not  voting. 

Question,  They  actually  won  it,  and  the  constitution  was  defeated ;  and,  neverthe- 
less, it  was  forced  upon  them  by  Congress,  with  a  whole  batch  of  officers  elected  under 
it  in  that  way  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Conld  you  not  have  vo4ed  for  officers  without  voting  for  or  against  the  con- 
stitution t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  we  could  or  not,  taking  that  view  of  the  case.  We 
did  not  examine  the  case  very  minutely ;  some  of  the  men  were  of  opinion  they  could 
do  some  things,  and  others  doubted  it,  and  the  impression  got  out  that  it  was  best  to 
do  nothing,  but  keep  the  minority  of  the  registered  voters  from  the  polls  and  we 
would  gain  the  election.  With  that  view,  people  did  not  do  so  much  as  they  might  if 
they  hiKl  thought  they  must  go  and  vote. 

Question,  Acting  upon  that  principle,  the  white  people  of  the  State  abstained  from 
going  to  the  polls  at  all,  did  they  not! 

Answer.  To  some  extent  they  did. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  And  if  Congress  had  kept  faith  with  them — the  faith  it  pledged  in  the  law 
•  under  which  that  constitution  was  adopted — they  never  would  have  been  afflicted  with 
this  class  of  office-holders  who  were  elected  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so.  I  think  if  Congress  had  acted  in  good  faith  with  us, 
we  gained  the  election ;  that  has  been  the  idea  I  have  had  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Colonel  Taylor,  did  you  ever  hear  that  these  men  who  rode  in  disguise 
through  your  county  declared  to  the  negroes  that  they  must  scatter  out,  and  not  too 
many  work  on  one  plantation  ?    Was  there  a  disposition  to  control  labor  in  that  way  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  1  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  heard  anything  of  that  sort.  When 
they  whipped  that  negro  girl,  they  told  her  she  had  to  leave. 

By  the  ChairhalN  : 

Question,  Was  there  any  opposition  in  your  part  of  the  country  to  the  establishment 
of  negro  schools  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  none  that  I  know  of;  to  the  contrary,  I  have  made  a  little  effort  in 
that  direction  myself,  and  one  or  two  men  have  been  speaking  very  favorably  of  it, 
bat  negro  children  are  rather  scarce,  and  we  have  not  succeeded.  We  did  have  a  little 
ne|pro  school,  I  think,  for  a  short  time. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  negro  churches  being  burned  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  if  I  have,  I  do  not  remember  it  now. 

Question,  If  the  people  in  that  part  of  the  country  have  such  an  opinion  of  the  ne- 
gro's disposition  to  steal,  why  should  they  try  to  prevent  their  leaving  the  country  and 
make  efibrts  to  retain  them  here  f 

Answer,  We  want  them  to  cultivate  our  lands. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  20,  1871. 
JOHN  J.  HOLXiEY  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  State  your  place  of  residence  and  occupation,  if  you  please. 
Answer.  I  reside  at  Dadeville,  Tallapoosa  County,  Alabama.    I  am  a  planter  and 
farmer.  ^ 

Question.  Are  you  a  native  of  the  South  f 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir;  bom  and  raised  in  Geor«;ia. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Tallapoosa  County  T 

Answer.  Since  1835. 

Question,  The  committee  desire  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  Tallapoosa  County, 
and  all  that  region  of  Alabama,  so  far  as  regards  the  execution  of  the  law6  and  the 
safety  of  the  lives  and  property  of  citizens.  You  will  please  give  us  any  information 
you  have  on  that  subject,  derived  from  your  personal  knowledge,  or  sources  you  deem 
reliable. 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  in  the  portion  of  the  county  I  live  in — at  the  court-house — we  have 
had  no  disturbances  at  aU  that  I  remember  of.  The  people  are  quiet,  and  are  a  law- 
abiding  people.  There  are  some  portions  of  the  county  in  which  there  have  been  some 
disturbances.  As  to  my  own  knowledge  now,  I  reckon  I  know  as  little  about  it  as 
perhaps  any  man  in  the  county.  All  I  know  is  from  information  and  from  what  Ibave 
heard. 

Question,  You  may  state  what  disturbances  of  the  peace  have  occurred,  creat^jd  by 
combinations  of  men,  disguised  or  otherwise,  committed  upon  the  highways  or  premises 
of  individuals. 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  it  is  said  that  there  is  an  organization  in  Tallapoosa  County,  and 
I  presume  it  is  so — men  that  so  in  disguise,  and  whip  white  people  and  negroes  too.  I 
never  knew  many  white  people  to  be  whipped.  I  never  knew  any  one  to  be  whipped, 
except  from  information.  I  have  heard  of  their  being  whipped,  and  of  a  good  many 
negroes  being  ^whipped,  and  of  school-houses  being  burned,  and  churches,  «&4X.  and  it 
was  said  to  have  been  done  by  men  in  disguise. 

Question.  Over  what  portion  of  time  does  this  state  of  things  range  T 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  for  the  last  two  years  j  I  might  say,  indeed,  pretty  much  ever  since 
the  surrender.  In  my  own  county^  there  were  some  men  that  were  called  "Black 
Cavalry,"  and  they  did  some  mischief  in  some  portions  of  the  county ;  they  run  off  the 
negroes.  After  that  this  Ku-Klux  organization  has  been  in  existence  for  two  or  three 
years  past. 

Question,  Did  the  Black  Cavalry  go  about  disguised  t 

Answer,  It  was  so  said,  sir. 

Question,  How  extensive  was  the  Ku-Klux  organization  reputed  to  be  T 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  it  was  said  by  some,  and  there  was  a  gentleman  told  rae,  that  in 
two  beats — ^Youngsville  beat  and  Hillby  or  Hackueyville — the  organization  amounted 
to  three  hundred.    I  always  thought  that  was  an  extravagant  estimate,  however. 

Question,  What  was  your  opinion  as  to  the  extent  of  the  organization  t 

Answer,  Well,  I  can  hardly  tell  you  whether  I  had  an  opinion  or  not.  I  just  thought 
that  was  extravagant.  I  should  think,  however,  that  one  hundred  in  each  beat  would 
have  covered  it.  Perhaps  that  may  have  been  over  it,  or  extravagant.  A  gentleman 
^Mr.  Barnes)  told  me — he  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  Ku-Klux,  and  fell  out  with 
them,  and  had  several  fights,  and  he  whipped  two  or  three — he  told  me  there  were 
about  a  hundred  and  fifty  in  each  of  the  two  beats. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  You  say  Barnes  whipped  two  or  three  of  them  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir  j  he  whipped  two  or  three  of  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  How  many  beats  are  there  in  the  county  f 

Answer,  There  are  sixteen  or  seventeen  beats,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  similar  organization  in  any  other  beat  of  tlie 
county  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  there  are  two  other  beats,  or  I  might  say  three  beats.  One  i« 
known  as  Newsite  beat,  and  other  as  Poplar  spring  b€»t,  and  the  other  Davldsoa 
beat ;  all  in  the  upper  part  of  the  county,  ac^j oining  Coosa  and  Clay  and  Talladeea. 

Question,  How  strong  was  the  organization  considered  in  these  three  last  beats  V 

Anstoer.  I  never  heara  it  estimated. 

Question,  Proceed  and  describe  to  the  committee  the  operations  of  this  organisati<»i. 
What  violation  of  good  order,  and  law,  and  the  peace  of  the  community  did  ^tey 
commit  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  my  understanding  is  that  they  would  whip  negroes.  They  wwrid 
fi:o  to  the  negroes'  cabins  and  take  them  out  and  whip  them  for  some  allied  offense. 
They  would  oring  up  some  kind  of  charge  against  them  and  whip  them  ver^  severely- 

Question,  What  generally  was  the  nature  of  the  charge  as  brought  up  against  them  7 

Answer,  That  they  had  been  dishonest,  and — well,  really,  gentlemen,  I  don't  know 
how  to  describe  it.  Now  in  the  county  I  live  in  politics  has  Ead  a  good  deal  to  do  with 
this,  in  my  opiniou.  Nearly  all  the  negroes  in  the  county  were  repuolicans,*  and  alinsei 
-all  the  white  men  in  the  county  are  democrats.  Well,  I  have  understood,  I  do  wC 
really  kuow  anything  about  it  personally,  for  there  never  has  been  a  disguised  man  in 
the  section  I  am  living  in,  that  I  am  aware  of;  and  I  never  he,ard  dT  their  p«Min^ 
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through  there  nearer  than  sixteen  or  fifteen  miles  of  -where  I  live.  I  have  never  heard 
of  any  nearer  than  that ;  bat  the  employers  would  say  to  the  negroes,  *'  Yon  must  not 
go  to  the  election,"  or  "  If  you  go  the  election  you  must  vote  with  me."  If  the  negroes 
faileil  to  do  it  they  have  very  frequently  suffered  by  it;  either  have  been  run  off,  or 
been  whipped,  or  something  of  the  sort. 

Question.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  this  information  was  true  f 

An9*jcer.  Well,  yes.  sir )  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  true 

(iue^iwn.  What  effect  did  these  visitations  and  these  whippings  have  upon  tho 


Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  run  the  negroes  out  of  certain  beats.  Now  in  this  Youngs vi lie 
beat  and  Hackneyville  beat  there  were  a  great  many  negroes  formerly.  It  is  a  good 
section  of  country,  a  good  farming  country,  and  the  farmers  there'  were  generally 
men  of  some  property  and  owned  a  good  many  negroes.  Well,  the  Black  Cavalry  and 
Kn-Klux  together  have  run  nearly  aS  the  negroes  out  of  that  portion  of  the  country, 
and  they  cannot  get  labor ;  and  many  men  there  that  were  considered  rich  before  the 
war  have  not  a  ne^o  about  them,  and  they  cannot  get  them. 

i>ius1ion.  Has  this  state  of  things  prbduced  a  reaction  in  that  part  of  the  county, 
ana  a  di8X>osition  to  put  down  the  organization  ? 

Answer.  There  are  a  great  many  men  there,  good  citizens,  who  do  desire  to  put  it 
down.  They  have  used  all  the  means  that  are  in  their  power  to  do  so.  I  remember 
very  well  a  gentleman  who  lives  in  Hillby  beat ;  I  have  known  him  ever  since  he  was 
a  boy ;  he  is  a  good  citizen — Dr.  Slaughter.  He  and  myself  were  talking  about  it,  and 
he  said,  "  The  grand  jury  must  put  it  down."  He  was  very  much  opposed  to  it,  but 
he  said  the  grand  jury  must  take  action.  I  told  him,  "  Doctor,  the  grand  jury  cannot 
reach  them ;  they  cannot  do  anything  with  it.  If  the  good  citizens  in  your  beat  would 
meet  together  and  say  to  them,  *  It  must  be  stopped, '  and  all  of  you  got  right  after 
them,  I  uiink  that  would  put  it  down.  But  if  you  wait  for  the  law  and  the  grand  jury  to 
find  bills  against  them,  it  will  never  be  stopjJed."  My  mind  has  never  undergone  any 
change  on  that.  I  did  not  think  the  grand  jury  could  ever  reach  them  at  all.  May- 
be they  could  reach  a  case  once  in  a  while,  but  my  idea  was  that  if  the  good  citizens 
would  all  meet  together  and  tell  them,  **  This  thing  must  stop ;  we  are  afl  opposed  to 
it ; "  and  make  efforts  to  not  only  put  it  down,  but  to  find  out  who  these  men  were, 
and  arrest  them  and  have  them  punished,  it  would  stop.  Well,  the  good  citizens  of 
Tallapoosa  County,  I  think,  are  really  all  opposed  to  this  thing. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  such  concerted  action  as  you  advised  t  • 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  has  been  any  public  meeting ;  I  do  not  think 
there  has ;  but  men  would  meet  in  groups  about  and  talk  this  thing  over  and  agree  to 
try  to  put  it  down. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  in  your  own  mind  that,  if  your  advice  had  been  fol- 
lowed, and  a  public  meeting  had  been  called  of  the  good  people  of  your  i>art  of  the 
county,  and  they  had  resolutely  set  their  faces  against  the  operations  of  this  gang  of 
men,  it  would  have  resulted,  just  as  you  said,  in  discountenancing  and  putting  tnem 
down? 

Answer.  I  do  believe  that  if  they  had  done  that  it  would  have  put  them  down ;  that 
if  the  ^ood  people  of  Tallapoosa  County,  in  those  beats,  had  met  together  and  passed 
reaolations,  and  let  these  men  know  that  they  were  opposed  to  It  and  would  put  them 
down  and  punish  them,  I  believe  it  would  have  stopped  them  to  a  considerable  extent 
anyhow.  But,  gentlemen,  there  are  a  great  many  good  men  there  that,  in  my  opinion, 
-were  afraid  to  act.  They  did  not  want  these  bad  men  to  fall  out  with  them.  They 
did  not  know  but  these  men  would  do  them  some  private  injury ;  consequently  they 
-were  afraid  to  come  forward  and  move  in  this  matter.  They  did  not  know  but  what 
tliey  wonld  be  burnt  out.  There  is  a  gentleman,  who  has  just  been  before  you,  whose 
lioase  was  burned,  and  I  believe  it  was  done  by  the  Kn-Klux ;  at  least  he  has  told  me 
so  forty  times. 

Question,  Who  do  yon  refer  to? 

Answer,  Colonel  Taylor,  the  gentleman  who  was  here  just  now. 

Question.  Was  his  house  burned? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  told  me  that  he  charged  a  man,  **  I  believe  yon  and  anothei 
znsn  did  it." 

Question.  Did  he  suppose  that  this  burning  was  caused  by  the  Kn-Klux? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir :  he  nas  no  doubt  about  i^  I  reckon. 
jQuestion.  What  house  was  it  that  was  burned? 

Answer.  It  was  bis  dwelling-house. 

Question,  Were  his  family  in  the  house  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  burned  over  his  head  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  When  did  that  occur?  C^r^r^n]o 

Answer,  That  occurred  some  time ;  a  year  ago.  Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 

Question.  Had  he  made  himself  obnoxious  to  the  Ku-Klux? 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir.  What  I  mean  by  making  himself  obaoxiooB  is,  he  was  vexy  mveh 
opposed  to  the  organization,  and  said  a  great  many  hard  things  about  them. 

Question.  And  that  was  generally  known  ? 

Anmcer,  It  was  perfectly  known.    He  carsed  them  out  wherever  he  came  to  thera. 

Question.  And  it  was  supposed  that  they  burned  his  house  in  revenge  and  retaliationf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  thiuKS  so,  and  a  great  many  others  think  so  too.  I  will  not  ppe> 
tend  to  say  it  was  so,  but  he  thinks  so.  He  told  me  so  last  night ;  ho  has  told  me  so  a 
dozen  times.  I  am  very  familiar  with  him.  We  have  two  gentlemen  in  that  ooon^ — 
Colonel  Taylor,  and  a  man  named  Barnes,  known  as  Doctor  Barnes ;  I  do  not  know  bis 
given  name;  he  is  a  cousin  of  Colonel  William  Barnes,  and  is  a  very  eood  citixen — 
these  two  are  very  resolute  kind  of  men,  and  they  took  a  decided  stand  against  this 
Ku-Klux,  and  I  reckon  they  have  done  more  to  put  it  down  than  all  the  rest  in  Talla- 
poosa County. 

Question,  Was  Mr.  Barnes  ever  nio}ested  f 

Ausicer.  They  burned  a  school-house  there  and  a  church,  and  he  showed  me — I  don't 
know  how  many — letters  that  he  has  received,  signed  "  Ku-Klux,"  stating  what  tkey 
would  do  if  he  continued  thus  and  so. 

Question.  Had  he  any  interest  in  this  church  and  school-house  which  were  bomed  f 

Answer .  Yes,  sir ;  his  wife's  sister  was  teaching  a  school  in  the  house. 

Question.  Was  the  school  broken  up  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember.  I  think  they  went  to  another  house  somewhere  and  car- 
ried on  the  school ;  but  it  was  broken  up  at  that  place  for  the  time,  of  course.  It  iraa 
burned  out. 

Question.  Did  that  seem  to  be  one  of  the  objects  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan,  to  break  up 
colored  schools  f 

Answer.  Well,  yes,  sir.  There  is  a  lady  in  ray  town — ^that  is,  she  did  live  in  my  town— 
aud  she  went  over  to  Youngsville  boat  and  took  a  colored  school.  She  was  a  very  posr 
womau.  She  was  competent  to  teach.  I  was  there  some  two  months  ago,  and  tho  nan 
she  boarded  with — Mr.  Young — told  me  she  had  received  notice  that  if  she  did  u&t 
abandon  the  school  they  would  burn  it  out. 

Question.  Was  it  supposed  that  this  Klan  was  opposed  to  negro  education  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qu^tion.  Were  the  teachers  of  these  schools  generally  white,  or  black  ? 

Anstver.  Generally  white,  in  my  county^  There  has  never  been  a  coined  teacher  ia 
%the  county  that  I  know  anything  about. 

Question.  Were  there  any  instances  in  which  negroes  were  killed  by  this  orderf 

Answer,  I  suppose  so.    I  never  saw  one  killed,  but  I  have  heard  of  it. 

Question,  I  am  asking  you  for  such'  information  as  you  deem  reliable. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  there  is  no  doubt  about  it. 

Questum.  How  many  instances  do  you  think  occurred  in  Tallapoosa  County  f 

Anstcer,  1  really  cannot  call  to  mind  now.  I  remember  one  particularly,  where  tlie 
negro  was  killed. 

Question.  You  may  describe  it. 

Answer.  I  cannot  remember  the  negro*s  name ;  I  know  who  he  used  to  bekmg  to 
when  he  was  a  slave,  aud  I  presume  he  went  by  that  name — Williams.  He  used  to  be> 
long  to  Josiah  Williams.  He  was  said  to  be  a  very  good  negro.  In  the  first  piaoe  it 
was  said  that  they  whipped  him,  aud  afterwards  killed  him ;  killed  him  dead. 

Question.  What  was  his  oiiense,  as  you  understood  ? 

Answer.  My  understanding  was  that  he  was  a  republican ;  that  was  all  the  charge  I 
ever  heard ;  there  may  have  been  other  charges  against  him. 

Question.  Was  he  a  leading  man  among  his  peopl&f 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  he  was.  He  was  quite  a  young  man,  and  I  do  not  think 
he  was  a  leading  man. 

Question,  Are  there  any  other  instances  that  you  remember  ? 

Anstcer.  I  cannot  call  to  mind,  sir,  any  particular  instances.  There  was  a  gentlemaa 
in  the  Hackney  ville  beat  by  the  name  of  Squire  Dunn,  a  very  good  citizen,  one  of  our 
*  best  citizens.  1  was  at  his  house  last  summer  a  year  ago— a  litt  lo  over  twelve  months 
ago-— and  he  had  not  a  negro  on  his  place.  There  was  uot  one  at  the  time  I  was  thoei 
Before  the  suiTeuder  he  owned  negroes,  and  was  a  good  planter,  in  good  circnmstanees^ 
and  he  »aid  that  the  Ku-Klux  came  there  and  run  his  negroes  all  oif  in  foddej>piilliag 
time.  He  was  telling  me  about  his  saving  no  fodder ;  that  thoy  shot  one  or  two  or 
three  times,  and  rim  the  whole  of  them  on ;  every  one  left  him.  They  were  afraid  t» 
stay  there. 

Question.  Did  Squire  Dunn  tell  you  what  the  motive  of  the  Ku-Klux  was  in  makiag 
this  assault  on  his  negroes  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  did  not  tell  me. 

Question.  Has  any  considerable  number  of  negroes  left  Talla]>oosa  County  on  aooouit 
of  this  ^lersecution  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so.  Some  have  left  the  county,  and  a  great  many  have  left  the  por- 
tions of  the  county  where  they  have  been  riding  about  at  night  in  diaguiae. 
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QuesUan,  What  is  your  inibnnatioD  as  to  the  character  of  the  men  who  have,  at  any 
time,  been  members  of  this  order,  as  to  respectability  and  standing  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  my  opinion  is,  that  these  men  who  have  gone  in  disguise,  travel- 
ing over  the  country,  are  men  of  not  much  character.  Now  I  have  understood  that 
there  were  respectable  men  that  seemed  to  aid  and  abet,  who  did  not  go  with  the 
crowd.  It  was  generally  a  kind  of  reckless  men,  drinking  men,  and  men  uiat  did  not 
have  a  great  deal  of  character. 

QuesUon.  White  men  exclusively  f 

Jinsicer.  Of  course;  altogether  white  men. 

Question.  Did  they  generally  own  property  ? 

Answer.  Not  much,  sir ;  not  a  great  deaL 

Qjteation.  What  seemed  to  be  their  object,  so  far  as  yoiir  infonnation  extends? 

Answer.  There  was  an  idea  with  a  great  many  of  iheee  poor  white  people,  who  did 
not  own  any  i)roperty,  that  they  could  not  come  ip  competition  with  the  negroes ;  that 
tbo  negroes  could  work  cheapei*  than  they  could  work,  and  they  said,  '^If  we  can  run 
the  negroes  out  of  the  couutiy  we  can  get  our  own  price  for  our  labor."  I  think  that 
seemed  to  be  the  prevailing  opinion.  But  then,  as  I  observed  awhile  ago,  I  am  satis- 
fied in  my  own  mind  that  politics  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  fact  that  the  negroes  visited  were  republicans,  and  voted 
the  republicjin  ticket,  had  anything  to  do  with  their  persecution  t 

Answer.  I  think  so,  sir ;  it  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  To  what  extent  do  you  think  the  employers  of  negroes  upon  plantations 
sought  to  influence  their  political  action  ? 

Answer.  You  see,  these  gentlemen  that  owned  the  land  and  stock,  and  cot  the  negroes 
to  farm  it  with  them,  either  gave  them  a  portion  of  the  crop  or  standing  wages,  for 
the  negroes,  yon  know,  were  poor,  and  they  had  nothing  to  go  upon,  and  the  employer 
furnished  their  provisions — meat  and  bread,  and  clothing,  &c.— and  they  were  under  a 
goo<l  many  obligations  to  him.  Now,  if  the  white  man  was  a  democrat,  and  wanted 
to  control  these  negroes,  do  you  not  see  that  he  would  tell  them  to  go  to  the  polls  with 
him  and  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  The  negroes,  as  I  observed  at  the  outset,  wore 
mostly— indeed  I  might  almost  say  all  of  them— were  republicans,  and  wanted  to  vote 
tbo  republican  ticket.  There  were  a  good  many  men  that,  as  soon  as  the  election  was 
over  and  they  found  out  that  the  negroes  had  fooled  them  and  voted  the  republican 
ticket,  drove  their  negroes  oft*  of  the  plant^ion. 

Question.  How  far  has  thiS  been  carried  out  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir ;  it  was  not  invariably  the  case  that  they  drove  them  off,  but  in 
some  instances  they  just  drov^  them  oft*.  They  said,  *  *You  shan't  stay  on  my  planta- 
tion,'' and  a  great  many  of  them  made  the  threats  before  the  election,  '^  If  you  do  this 
thing  you  can't  stay  on  my  place." 

Question.  Did  that  species  of  coercion  induce  the  negroes  sometimes  to  vote  with 
their  employers? 

Ansica-.  I  think  sOj  sir. 

Question.  Whore  violations  of  the  peace  have  occurred,  such  as  you  have  described, 
has  there  been  an  earnest  effort  made  on  the  part  of  the  community  generally  to  dis- 
cover the  offenders  and  bring  them  to  justice? 

Answer.  No ;  I  do  not  think  there  has  been,  and  for  the  reason  that  I  stated  awhile 
ago — a  great  many  men  were  afraid  to  step  forward.  They  feared  they  would  render 
themselves  obnoxious.  There  are  a  few  men  who  were  not  afraid,  these  gentlemen  I 
spoke  of  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Barnes  are  fearless  men,  and  they  did  step  forward,  and  have 
dune  a  great  deal,  in  my  opinion,  to  put  it  down  in  Tallapoosa  County.  But  most  of 
tho  men  I  have  heard  speak  of  it  frequently  were  afraid  to  say  anything  for  fear  they 
would  suffer  some  private  injury  themselves.  As  I  observed  before,  wo  have  a  great 
many  good  men  in  Tallapoosa  County  as  much  opposed  to  lawlessness,  I  reckon,  as  any 
people  in  tho  world,  who  would  do  anything  to  put  a  stop  to  it ;  but  a  great  many  of 
them  were  afraid  to  move  in  the  matter.  I  remember  yesterday,  Colonel  Taylor  told 
mo  as  we  wei-e  coming  down  in  tho  cars  that  he  was  advised  by  his  best  friends  to  hold 
bis  peace ;  to  not  say  anything;  to  not  act  in  that  way ;  that  these  men  would  do  him 
^eat  injni-y :  that  they  would  kill  him,  shoot  him,  or  something  of  the  sort ;  but  he  is 
SA  man  that  don't  fear  anything,  and  he  persecuted  them  wherever  he  could.  He  would 
go  right  up  to  them  and  tell  them,  **  You  are  a  Ku-Klux.  I  know  yon  are  a  Kn-Klnx 
and  belong  to  the  organization."  Ho  showed  me  a  list  of  their  names,  and  I  knew 
nc^arly  all  the  men. 

Question.  How  late  is  the  last  disturbance  of  the  kind  that  you  have  heard  of  in 
your  county?  ^ 

Answer,  Well,  sir;  I  don't  remember.  It  has  been  a  few  months  back  though.  I 
tbink  the  notice  that  these  white  women  received  about  the  schools  was  not  more  than 
t^vo  or  three  months  back,  and  tho  burning  of  that  school-house  and  the  difficulty  with 
Barnes,  and  all  that  over  there  took  place  this  spring.  ^  i 

QuesiUm,  Did  she  pay  any  attention  to  that  notice t  Digitized  by  vriOOQlC 
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Answer,  No,  sir ;  she  went  ahead,  and  her  friends  told  her  to  pay  no  attentioa  to  it, 
but  to  go  ahead  and  they  would  stand  up  to  her. 

Mutation.  How  many  colored  schools  and  churches  in  all  have  been  burned  f 

Answer,  I  can't  tell  yon.    I  have  kept  no  account  and  can't  remember. 

Question.  You  say  Mr.  Barnes  was  once  a  member  of  this  organization  f 

Answer,  O,  no,  sir. 

Question,  I  understand  you  to  say  that  he  had  fallen  out  with  the  Ku-Elnxf 

Answer.  He  has ;  but  never  was  a  member,  by  any  means.  He  has  been  fighting  it 
all  the  time. 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  prosecutions  so  far  as  yon  know  against  any  of  the 
men  concerned  in  these  Kn-Klnx  outrages  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Question.  Is  ther6  more  or  less  terrorism  still  existing  over  the  minds  of  the  negroes 
in  that  part  of  the  country  f 

Answer,  I  presume  there  is  some,  sir ;  but  not  as  much  as  there  has  b^en. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  Colonel  Holly,  did  you  ever  hear  of  any  disturbance  near  the  line  of  Coosb 
County,  about  the  Sacopatoy  precinct  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  a  good  deal  of  disturbance  there. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  nature  of  it  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  coidd  tell  you  the  particulars  about  it  now.  Thei»  has 
been  a  good  deal  of  disturbance  along  on  the  line — that  is,  near  Youngsville— near  tbe 
line  and  in  Tallapoosa  County  about  Youngsville  and  the  adjoining  beat  in  Coosa ;  thero 
haA  been  a  Kood  deal  of  disturbance  there. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  of  a  church  being  burned  there  and  a  school-hotite  f 

Atisioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  some  negroes  whipped'f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  all  of  that.  I  could  not  tell  you  the  particulars,  for  it  was 
a  good  ways  from  me,  and  it  has  got  to  be  such  a  very  common  thinj^  that  a  man  would 
hardly  be  able  to  teU  the  particulars,  unless  he  charges  his  reoolleotion  about  it.  Tlifire 
has  been  a  good  deal  of  disturbance  over  there. 

Question,  These  outrages  have  been  committed  mostly  by  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  understanding;  altogether  by  men  in  disguise. 

Question,  Is  it  difficult  to  identify  them  ?  * 

Answer,  Very,  I  suppose.  I  never  have  seen  one  in  my  life  in  disguise.  I  have  seen 
men  that  were  said  to  be  Ku-Klux,  and  I  believe  that  they  were,  but  they  were  not  in 
disguise  when  I  saw  them. 

Question,  It  would  be  difficult  for  the  grand  Jury  to  get  definite  information  in  regard 
to  them  f 

Answer,  A  grand  jury  cannot  get  at  them  at  all,  that  I  see,  sir.  I  cannot  see  any  way 
to  get  at  them  by  a  grand  jury. 

Question.  From  a  long  residence  in  Tallapoosa  County,  and  a  very  general  knowledge 
of  the  county,  do  you  think  that  republicans  feel  entirely  free  there  to  express  thecr 
sentiments  and  to  vote  in  accordance  with  their  sentiments  at  the  elections  which  have 
been  held  heretofore  f 

Answer.  I  know  they  do  not. 

Qtiestion,  Is  there  some  intimidation  f 

Aiiswer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Even  on  the  part  of  white  people,  as  well  as  colored  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  know  a  good  many  white  men  that  are  republicans  in  sentiment 
and  feeling  who  do  not  go  to  the  election  at  all ;  and  some  that  went  to  the  election 
did  not  vote,  just  because  they  did  not  want  to  be  pointed  out  and  ostracised. 

Question.  Attention  would  be  directed  to  them  if  they  voted  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  that  to  be  so.    That  has  come  under  my  own  knowledge. 

Question,  And  they  abstained  from  voting  from  fear  of  personal  violpv.ce? 

Answer.  If  not  violence,  they  did  not  have  the  nerve  to  come  out  r.ad  do  what  they 
really  wanted  to  do.    I  know  that  is  so. 

Question.  That  was  so,  I  suppose,  more  among  the  colored  people  than  the  whites  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  both  white  and  black. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Are  you  a  republican  f 

Answer.  I  am  a  republican. 
•  Question.  You  always  voted  that  ticket  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  ever  since  I  have  been  allowed  to  vote.  *At  the  close  of  the  war  I 
was  not  allowed  to  vote. 

Question. JYon  were  disfranchised  by  act  of  Congress  ?     ti^o^Lhu  OoOC 


Ansmer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  since  then  I  was  relieved  by  act  of  ^b&fbgie« V my  disabilitieB 
^ere  removed. 
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^nesHon.  And  yon  have  always  nnifonnly  voted  the  repnblican  ticket  since  f 

Anatoer,  Well,  sir,  I  was  bom  a  democrat,  and  acted  with  the  democratic  party. 

Question,  Bat  since  the  removal  of  your  disabilities  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  never  been  interfered  with  1 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  No  violence  has  been  offered  to  you  1 

Answer,  Never  in  the  world. 

Question,  No  one  ever  attempted  to  intimidate  you  f 

Ansu)€r.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  have  never  been  intimidated.  I  am  one  of  that  kind  of  men 
that  go  wherever  I  please.  I  will  state  one  thing — you  made  me  thiuk  of.  A  yeai 
ago  from  now  there  was  an  election  ^oing  on  for  Congress,  and  M^or  Norris,  of  this 
puMe>  or  Wetnmka  rather,  was  a  candidate,  and  was  canvassing  the  county  or  the  dis- 
trict. He  wrote  to  me  to  meet  him  at  Newsite  and  bring  him  down  to  Dadeville,  which 
I  did ;  and  it  was  understood  that  Bill  Turner,  who  was  a  negro  politician  at  Dade- 
ville, was  to  accompany  Major  Norris,  but  was  not  with  him.  I  brought  no  person  but 
Major  Norris.  The  next  day,  in  Dadeville,  there  was  a  good  personal  friend  of  mine  in 
DiKleville  took  me  to  one  side  and  asked  me  if  I  believed  there  was  such  an  organiza- 
tion as  the  Ku-Klux.  I  told  him  I  believed  there  was,  and  he  told  me  that  there  was;' 
and  said  he,  "  If  you  had  had  that  negro  with  you  yesterday  evening  or  last  night, 
neither  you  nor  him  nor  Norris  would  ever  have  got  to  Dadeville."  Whether  he  was 
trying  to  scare  me,  or  whether  that  was  really  so  or  not,  I  do  not  know,  but  that  is 
what;  he  told  me.  He  advised  me  to  stay  at  home.  I  told  him  I  had  not  thought  I 
would  go  anywhere,  but  now,  since  I  had  heard  that,  I  expected  to  go  every  day  until 
the  election,  and  I  believe  I  did  go  every  day  until  the  election. 

Question,  That  was  the  only  effort  to  intimidate  you? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  By  your  friend  coming  to  you  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. '  He  was  a  ^^ood  democratic  friend ;  he  was  a  democrat.  He  advised 
me  to  stay  at  home,  and  that  if  this  negro  had  been  with  myself  and  Major  Norris  we 
would  never  have  got  to  Dadeville.  Whether  his  object  was  to  scare  me  and  keep  me 
at  home  I  do  not  know.  I  was  inclined  to  think,  however,  that  his  object  was  to  scare 
me,  to  make  me  stay  at  home. 

Question,  Mr.  Taylor  is  a  democrat,  is  he  notf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  ana  a  pretty  rigid  one  too. 

Question,  Pretty  outspoken  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  a  clever  man  too. 

Question.  What  is  Mr.  Barnes  f 

Answer,  Mr.  Barnes  is  a  democrat. 
.  Question,  And  this  young  lady,  a  member  of  his  family,  teaches  the  negro  school  T 

Answer.  O,  no,  sir ;  ,not  a  member  of  Mr.  Barnes's  family.  Mr.  Barnes^  wife's  sister. 
Miss  Wagner,  taught*  a  school  where  the  house  was  burned  up,  but  this  Mrs.  Goolsby 
was  teaching  another  school,  a  colored  school.  Miss  Georgia  Wagner  was  teaching  a 
white  school,  and  the  school-house  was  burned  up.  •• 

Question.  There  was  no  prejudice  in  the  community  against  teaching  white  schools  f 

Anstcer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  suppose  the  Ku-Klux  burned  that  house  ? 

Ansiver,  I  do  not  know.  Brown  said  it  was  them.  He  accused  them  of  it,  and  there 
were  the  letters  I  saw.  Brown  showed  me  two  letters — not  letters  either,  but  posters 
stuck  up  about — that  in  the  event  that  he  x)er8isted  in  his  course,  Tshat  they  would  do 
and  saying  that  they  had  burned  up  this  house  and  would  commit  other  outrages. 

Question,  You  say  Barnes  had  whipped  two  or  three  of  them  1 

Answer,  He  has  whipped  them  since  these  outrages.  He  told  them  he  would  whip 
them,  and  wherever  he  does  meet  one  he  docs  whip  him.  He  just  wollops  them  out. 
He  has  whipiied  two  or  three  of  them. 

Question.  He  is  a  good  democrat  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  it  is  so  said.  He  acts  with  the  democratic  party.  He  is  a  lawyer 
and  a  justice  of  the  peace  where  he  lives,  and  he  is  a  very  good  citizen. 

Questiem,  Yon  say  when  these  fellows  whipped  negroes  they  generally  alleged  some 
offense  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Stealing? 

Answer,  Stealing  or  laziness,  or  something  that  way. 

Question,  There  is  a  great  deal  of  stealing,  is  there  not  f 

Answer,  I  can't  say  that  there  is ;  I  don't  know  that  there  is. 

Question.  Is  it  not  very  difficult  for  farmers  to  keep  stock  1 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  in  my  country.  You  see,  General  Blair,  we  have  not  got  a  great 
many  negroes  up  there  like  they  have  here — no  large  bodies  of  negroes.  They  are  gen- 
erally two  or  three,  eight  or  ten,  fifteen  or  twenty  at  a  place,  and  maybe,  at  some 
places,  more  than  that,  but  no  large  bodies  whatever.    A  great  many  of  our  negroes 
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up  there  have  left  and  come  dowu  here  to  Montgomery  or  somewhere  else.  I  have  no 
doubt  myself  that  tJiie  Black  Cavalry  run  off  more  negroes  than  the  Ku-Klux  ovaEmn 
ofl.  I  am  satisfied  of  it,  becanse,  soon  after  the  surrender,  they  used  them  pretty 
roughly,  and  the  negroes  broke  and  left  the  country  for  Wetumpka  and  Montgomery 
and  other  places,  and  some  have  gone  back  and  some  have  not. 
Question.  You  say  you  believe  that  the  men  engaged  in  this  business  of  Ku-Kluxing 

fenerally  want  to  get  rid  of  the  negroes,  so  that  they  may  have  an  opportoiuty  <u 
eing  employed  themselves  f 

Answer,  A  good  many  of  them ;  I  have  no  doubt  of  it ;  so  I  have  undorstood. 

Questian.  And  the  farmers  want  to  keep  the  negroes  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    They  are  the  best  laborers  we  have  got. 

^tiestion.  All  the  farmers  are  desirous  of  that  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  all.  but  the  major  part  are,  I  will  say.  They  want  the  negEoee 
there.    They  are  the  best  laborers  we  M&u  get. 

Question,  Then  they  are  not  likely  to  be  members  of  this  organization  f 

Answer,  I  think  so,  sir.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  good  man  in  Tallapoosa  County 
that  is  a  member  of  it. 

Question.  The  farmers  that  want  the  negroes  there  are  not  engaged  in  driyiag  them 
oat? 

Ansivei\  No,  sir ;  by  no  means. 

Qitestion,  They  are  other  characters — people  without  farms  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so.    It  is  confined  to  that  class  of  men  mostly. 

Question,  Whose  obioct  is  to  get  the  employment  themselves  f 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir ;  that  has  something  to  do  with  it,  I  have  no  doubt ;  and  it  is  said. 
General  Blair,  in  my  own  county — I  don't  know  whether  it  is  so  or  uo^— that  there  are 
a  good  many  men  now  that  are  consider^  very  good  citizens,  who  are  rather  backing 
these  men  up,  and  it  is  said  by  some  that  they  really  belong  to  the  organization,  bat 
do  not  go  in  disguise — do  not  go  with  them  at  all. 

Question.  Who  are  they  f    Axe  they  farmers  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  farmers,  I  presume.  They  are  all  farmers  as  far  as  I  knew.  There 
is  a  man  now ;  I  will  give  yoti  his  name ;  it  is  no  secret  with  me ;  he  lives  at  Youngs- 
ville,  and  carries  on  a  little  farm,  I  believe,  and  has  a  little  store  and  so  on.  I  have 
heard  it  said  that  he  belongs  to  the  Ku-Klux,  and  the  reason  that  he  is  supposed  to 
belong  to  the  Ku-Klux  was,  that  tht^y  would  come  by  his  house  in  disguise,  and  curse 
him  and  tell  him  to  come  out,  and  make  him  get  up  behind  thetn,  and  make  him  go  to 
the  grocery  and  let  them  have  liquor,  and  then  they  would  turn  him  loose.  It  wa*} 
supposed  from  that  circumstance  that  he  was  really  a  Ku-Klux,  althou^  he  never 
went  in  disguise.  I  don't  suppose  that  any  man  that  didn't  know  something  about  it 
would  do  what  he  did.  I  would  Qot  like  to  go  at  night  and  get  up  behind  disguised 
men  and  go  off  with  them,  and  I  would  not  do  it.  Tney  would  have  to  put  me  up  if  I 
was  to  go  off.  I  have  heard  that  that  was  done.  I  don't  know  that  it  was.  I  presume 
it  was. 

Question,  What  is  his  name  ? 

Anaaer.  GriflSn  Young — R.  G.  Young. 

Question.  That  is  the  only  circumstance  that  makes  you  suppose  that  he  is  a  En- 
Klux? 

Answer.  That  is  all  that  makes  me  think  he  was  a  Ku-Klux.  I  heard  several  say  they 
thought  he  was  from  that  circumstance.  That  they  would  come  by  his  house  and 
ocdl  him  out  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night  and  curse  him,  and  tell  him  he  would  have  to 
go  to  the  grocery  with  them,  and  make  him  get  up  behind  them  and  ride  down  to 
the  grocerj',  a  quarter  or  a  half  a  quarter. 

Question.  You  say  it  was  the  habit  of  the  farmers  there  to  tell  the  negroes  they  want 
them  to  vote  with  them  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  in  case  they  will  not  do  it,  to  discharge  them  f 

Ansicer.  Not  in  every  case. 

Question.  But  in  other  cases  they  did  t 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir;  in  some  cases. 

Question,  Have  they  not  as  good  a  right  to  discharge  them  as  the  mill-owness  in 
New  England  have  to  discharge  their  operatives  for  voting  in  any  way  that  does  not 
suit  the  owner  ? 

Answer,  I  suppose  so.  I  am  not  acquainted  in  New  England.  I  never  was  there.  I 
have  heard  it  was  done  there.    I  never  was  there. 

Question,  You  say  they  first  whipped  and  afterwards  killed  a  negro  who  formerly 
belonged  to  a  man  named  Williams  i 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quention.  And  his  offense  was  being  a  republican.     How  do  you  know  that  f 

Ansiver.  I  did  not  say  that  was  the  offense,  and  I  did  not  iutend  to  say  it.  I  say  I 
understood  that  w^as  the  offense,  that  he  did  not  vote  to  suit  them,  and  they  uudertook 
to  whip  liim,  and  whipped  him. 
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QmB^tUm,  Did  yon  know  who  it  waa  f 

An9wer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Then  how  do  yon  know  what  they  killed  him  for  f 

An9wer,  All  I  know  about  it  is  what  romoT  said,  and  rumor  said  it  was  done  by  dis- 
guised men.  * 

Questkm,  It  was  a  mere  rumor  f 

Aiuwtr,  Yes,  sir.  Of  course,  I  was  not  there.  The  negro  was  killed ;  that  was  no 
rumor. 

QuegHcn,  But  it  was  a  mere  rumor  that  that  was  the  reason  for  it  f 

Anstper,  Yes,  sir ;  precisely. 

Question,  You  have  no  knowledge  of  it  yourself? 

Answer,  None  whatever.  I  observed  at  the  outset  that  I  reckon  I  know  as  little  of 
my  own  knowledge  as  any  man  in  the  countv  on  this  subject,  for  I  have  been  in  a 
neighborhood  where  there  has  been  nothing  of  the  sort  going  on. 

By  the  Chairman: 
QuestUm,  Was  that  rumor  ever  contradicted  f 
Answer.  Not  that  I  am'  aware  of. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  Do  people  make  it  their  business  to  go  around  contradicting  idle  rumois  f 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  think  not.    Not  in  my  county. 
Question,  There  has  been  no  disturbance  at  all  in  your  neighborhood  f 
Answer,  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  there  has  been  any  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Did  you  say  that  you  live  at  the  county  seat  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
QuesUon,  Did  you  ever  see  a  Ku-KluxT 
Anhver.  I  don't  know  whether  I  ever  did  or  not. 
Question,  I  mean  in  disffuise^ 
.Answer.  Never  in  my  life. 
Question.  Men  that  you  knew  were  Eu-Elux? 
Answer.  No,  sir,  never. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  spoke  of  whites  as  well  as  negroes  having  been  whipped  by  the  Ku- 
Krax.     Doyou  know  what  the  offense  or  imputed  offenses  of  the  whito  men  were  T 

Answer,  well,  sir,  I  have  heard  what  they  were  accused  of.  The  only  case  I 
remember  well,  was  a  case  some  twenty-five  miles  irom  where  I  live.  It  was  said  that 
a  man  had  been  too  intimate  with  a  girl  that  was  a  sort  of  idiot.  He  got  her  preg- 
nant, and  they  went  and  whipped  him  into  fits,  and  told  him  if  he  did  not  co  and  tell 
it  tbey  would  whip  him  over  again,  and  they  said  he  went  around  and  told  it.  I  did 
not  know  the  man  myself  nor  never  saw  him  that  I  know  of. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Do  yon  know  the  man's  name  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  believe  I  can  tell  you  his  name.  It  is  close  to  Newsite.  I 
don't  know  the  man  nor  the  woman. 

Question.  Where  was  it  ? 

Answer,  Near  a  little  village  in  Tallapoosa  called  Newsite.  It  is  close  by  where 
Colonel  Taylor  lives.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Joe  Irvin,  that  lives  close  b^  where 
he  was  whipped,  told  me  about  it.  I  happened  to  stay  all  night  with  bim,  and 
he  told  me  about  it.  It  had  Just  happened  a  little  while  before  I  was  there,  and  he 
told  me  that  was  the  charge  they  had  against  him ;  that  he  had  not  been  **  toteing  fairff' 
that  he  was  too  intimate  with  a  woman  said  to  be  not. bright — sort  of  an  idiot  woman. 
It  is  said  that  he  told  her  that  she  was  diseased  and  be  could  cure  her,  and  that  was 
the  medicine  he  used  for  a  remedy. 
By  Mr.  BucacLEY : 

Question,  Colonel  Holly,  what  is  your  age  t 

Answer.  I  am  sixty-two. 
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Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  20, 1871. 

LYMAN  W.  MARTIN  swora  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  this  witness  was  called  by  the  minority,  Geoeial  Blair  will  pleaie 
examine  him. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QuesUon.  Will  yon  state  yonr  residence  and  oceapation,  if  you  please  f 

Amicer,  I  live  at  the  county  site  of  Russell  County,  Alabama.  The  name  of  the 
place  is  Scale  Station.    I  am  a  lawyer  by  profession. 

Qti€9tioH.  Do  you  know  of  any  violations  of  law  committed  in  your  county  by  penons 
in  disguise  f 

Answer,  In  disguise  f    None,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  of  the  case  of  a  man  named  Few  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  It  has  been  reported  to  the  committee.  Will  yon  give  the  facts  in  relerance 
to  that  case  f 

Answer,  1  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  facts.  I  have  heard,  however,,  of  the 
circumstances  and  the  facts.  I  say  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  faeta.  I  haro 
no  personal  knowledge  of  any  violence :  but  I  knew  Mr.  Few,  and  have  known  kin 
for  years.  I  have  been  very  friendly  witn  Mr.  Few  for  years.  He  was  teachinf(  a  col- 
ored school  in  Crawford,  in  Russell  Connty,  and  Sot  some  cause  or  other,  I  do  not  kmonr 
what,  there  had  got  up  a  considerable  feeling  in  the  community.  He  was  atfeacfced 
there  at  night,  as  I  have  be^n  told,  by  a  parcel  of  boys  *,  and  tbin^  came  to  saoh  a 
pass  that,  for  the  safety  of  the  community,  they  called  a  meeting  ot  the  oitisens  in  an 
old  court-house,  (Crawford  bein^  the  former  county-site  of  the  county,)  at  which  1^. 
Few  and  all  the  prominent  citizens  were  present.  Mr.  Few  related  to  them  that  he 
had  been  attacked  at  night  there,  he  did  not  know  by  whom.  The  citizens  diaaTOwed 
any  complication  whatever,  or  any  participation  whatever,  in  the  matter,  and  aasored 
him  that  as  long  as  he  pursued  a  legitimate  avocation  in  their  community  he  was  to 
and  should  receive  their  protection.  With  that  assurance  ou  their  part,  he  went  on, 
taught  his  school  to  its  close,  and  was  hired  the  succeeiTing  year  by  a  set  of  trustees  in 
the  adjoining  township,  all  of  whom  were  leading  democrats  in  the  county.  Since 
then  I  have  heard  of  no  attack  upon  Mr.  Few,  neither  in  one  shape  nor  another.  • 

Question,  Was  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  such  state  of  intimidation  indnoed  by 
threats,  among  the  negroes  at  Trawick's  Cross-roads,  in  your  county,  as  to  prevent 
their  voting  in  1870  T 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  have  no  knowledge  and  no  information  of  any  threats,  or  any  vio- 
lence, or  threats  of  violence,  in  that  community.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  a  remarkably 
peaceful  community. 

Question,  The  negroes  do  vote,  do  they  not  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  the  negroes  vote  in  that  precinct. 

Question,  Are  they  unmolested  ? 

Answer,  So  far  as  I  know,  sir,  and  so  far  as  I  believe.  There  are  not  many  negroes 
in  that  precinct.  It  is  a  poor,  piney- woods  country,  bordered  by  two  or  three,  or  per- 
haps more,  large  plantations,  upon  which  there  are  a  good  many  negroes ;  but  a  large 
majority  of  the  voters  at  that  precinct  are  white  men ;  and  I  know  of  no  violence  or 
throats  of  violence  in  that  community  whatever. 

Question,  Are  you  familiar  with  the  ]people  of  that  community  f 

Answer,  1  am.  I  own  a  plantation  m  that  vicinity  myself,  and  have  lived  within 
nine  miles  of  the  precinct  lor  twelve  years. 

Question.  What  are  the  relations  between  the  white  and  colored  x>eople  of  yoor 
connty  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  considering  the  transition  from  master  and  slave  to  the  present  re- 
)|ibtion  which  exists  between  the  races,  I  have  often  had  occasion  to  express  a  perfect 
surprise  at  the  good  manner  in  which  both  races  have  acted,  in  so  far  as  they  have 
come  under  my  observation. 

Question,  In  that  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  the  condition  of  the  county,  so  far  as  regards  the  execution  of  the  law^ 
good  or  bad  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  it  is  very  indifferent.  We  have  very  incompetent  oflBcers  in  onr 
county,  and  the  law  is  not  executed  as  it  should  be,  because  the  officers  have  neither 
the  intelligence  nor  the  will  to  do  their  whole  duty. 

Question,  The  great  part,  then,  of  the  discontent,  if  any  exists,  is  by  reason  of  the  fact 
that  those  officers  were  put  upon  you  against  your  consent  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  discontent  in  my  county,  sir,  more  than  there  is 
in  every  community,  because  since  Cain  killed  his  brother  I  have  never  known  a  com- 
munity that  was  free  from  every  crime  and  vice.    We  have  bad  men  in  our  county  of 
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all  parties  and  all  races,  but  a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  oar  county,  of  all  races 
and  classes,  are  law-abiding  and  peaceable  citizens. 

Queaiian,  For  the  preservation  of  peace  and  order  and  the  good  condition  that  exists 
in  your  society,  you  are  not,  then,  under  obligations  to  the  efficiency  of  your  officers  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  by  no  means  y  it  is  the  virtue  of  the  people  of  all  classes  and  all 
parties  that  sustains  the  law  in  our  county. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Did  you  vote  for  any  of  these  officers  of  "whom  you  make  complaint  f 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

QuesUan.  Did  you  vote  against  them  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  vote  at  aUf 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  had  the  opportunity  of  choosing  good  officers,  but  declined  to  exercise 
the  right,  did  you  ? 

Answer.  The  facts  are,  that  a  convention  assembled  here  in  1867,  and  adopted  a  con- 
stitution which  is  now'the  constitution  of  this  .State,  and  it  was  submitted  K)r  the  rati- 
fication of  the  people,  and  the  election  of  State  and  county  officers  and  the  election  on 
the  constitution  came  off  at  the  same  time.  A  convention  of  the  democratic  party  of 
Alabama  met  in  the  city  of  Montgomery  and  recommended  the  policy  of  non-action, 
and  the  democratic  party,  including  a  large  msgority  of  the  white  people  of  the  State, 
abstained  entirely  from  voting  for  either  county  officers  or  State  officers,  or  on  the 
qo68tion  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  and  our  county  officers  were  elected  at 
that  time  or  have  been  subseouently  appointed  by  Governor  Smith. 

Question.  There  was  no  legal  obstacle  m  the  way  of  voting  for  or  against  any  partic- 
ular ticket,  and  at  the  same  time  desisting  from  voting  on  the  question  of  the  ratifi- 
eation  or  rejection  of  the  constitution  t 

Answer.  Isfone  whatever. 

Question.  It  .was  a  measure  of  policy,  and  the  democratic  party  abstained  from  the 
poUs  at  that  election  ? 

Answer.  Entirely,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  They  did  that  relying  on  the  good  faith  of  Congress  t 
Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  In  which  they  were  disappointed  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  badly. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  The  officers  of  your  county  are  republicans,  are  they  f 

Ans%eer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  they  democrats ;  how  did  that  happen  T 

Anstcer.  It  is  a  mixed  ticket  over  there,  sir. 

Question^  Who  formed  that  ticket  f 

Answer.  Our  judge  of  probate  and  sheriff,  two  of  our  most  important  officers,  were 
elected  by  the  negroes,  or  colored  vote,  in  1868.  The  judge  of  probate  has  no  politics; 
the  sheriff  claims  to  be  a  democrat.  The  clerk  was  appointed  by  Governor  Smith,  a 
republican  governor,  but  he  now  claims  to  be  a  democrat.  But  none  of  them  hold 
ofnce  either  under  democratic  appointment  or  democratic  election,  and  none  of  them 
are  the  choice  of  either  party  in  my  county. 

Question.  But  the  clerk  and  the  sheriff  co-operate  with  the  democratic  party  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  they  recognized  as  democrats  in  good  standing? 

Answer.  They  are.  I  say  they  are  recognized  as  democratic  voters ;  I  will  not  say 
in  good  standing. 

Question.  Why  not  in  good  standing  f 

Answer.  Because  they  are  inefficient  officers,  and  have  failed  to  give  satisfaction  in 
the  offices  which  they  now  hold. 

Question.  It  is  not  because  of  the  manner  in  which  they  derived  their  title  to  tiie 
offices? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  we  would  respect  a  good  republican  officer  there  as  much  as  any- 
body, and  we  would  hate  a  poor  democratic  officer  as  bad  as  anybody* 

Question,  You  say  the  sheriff  was  elected  as  a  republican,  and  has  gone  over  to  the 
democratic  party! 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  he  was  elected  as  a  republican ;  he  was  elected  by  the 
republicans. 

Question.  And  the  clerk  was  appointed  by  Governor  Smith,  and  has  gone  over  to  the 
democratic  party  ? 

Answer.  Ye^sir.  I  do  not  know  that  he  ever  was  a  republican;  I  am  not  certain 
about  that.    He  now  votes  the  democratic  ticket. 


1146       CONDITION   OP  AFFAIRS   IN  THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

QumiUm,  Then  it  might  happen  that  a  clerk  and  a  sheriff  were  elected  or  appointed 
without  any  reference  to  their  political  status  f 

Answer,  It  may  be  so ;  I  know  nothing  to  the  contrary. 

Question,  Is  yoor  circuit  judge  a  republican  or  a  democrat  f 

Answer,  Republican. 

Question.  Is  he  not  an  efficient  Judge  ? 

Answer,  He  is  a  good  man. 

Question,  Is  he  a  good  lawyer  f 

Answer.  He  is  on  the  pooriy-thank-God  order,  if  you  will  allow  the  expression. 

Question.  1  do  not  understand  the  expression. 

Answer.  If  you  will  allow  me  to  explain  it,  there  is  a  very  old,  illiterate  man  in  mv 
county  who,  when  you  meet  him^  and  ask  how  he  isj  always  answers,  "  Poorly,  thank 
God.''  He  says  he  thanks  his  Lord  that  it  is  no  worse.  So  we  are  thankful  our  cireoit 
judge  is  no  worse. 

^Mstion.  Is  he  an  honest  man  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

^w«»<ion.  He  tries  to  administer  Justice  f  ' 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  does  the  best  he  knows  how  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  he  is  no  mean  lawyer,  but  he  is  not  a  first-rate  lawyer. 

QuesUon.  Is  he  generally  successful  in  administering  justice  in  cases  that  come  be- 
fore him  ? 

Answer.  He  is  a  little  too  tardy ;  that  is  the  only  complaint  I  have  heard  against 
him.    He  is  impartial  and  just  in  all  cases  that  he  tries. 

Question.  You  might  be  a  good  deal  worse  off,  Mr.  Martin,  then  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  very  much  so. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Is  that  the  reason  you  thank  God  when  you  look  around  apd  see  other 
things  that  are  ^oing  on  ? 

Answer.  That  is  the  point  of  my  joke.  We  could  be  hurt  very  seriously  by  a  swifter 
and  worse  man. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  You  have  never  heard  of  any  bands  of  men  going  about  the  county  in  the 
night-time,  disguised  or  undisguised,  and  alarming  negroes,  have  you  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  never  alarming  negroes,  excepting  the  attack  made  upon  Mr.  Few, 
to  which  I  have  already  referred.  I  have  never  known  anything  of  the  kind  in  th^ 
county. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  such  a  state  of  things  ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  of  such  a  state  of  things  in  that  county. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  the  existence  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  and  I  have  no  earthly  idea  that  any  such  organization  ever  existed 
in  my  county. 

Questian.  Does  that  county  border  upon  Coosa  or  Tallapoosa  ? 

Answer,  No, sir;  neither. 

Question.  How  remote  f 

Answer.  There  are  two  counties  between  Coosa  and  Russell,  and  one  between  Raas^ 
and  Tallapoosa— Lee  County. 

Question.  Russell  County  is  situated  right  upon  the  line  of  Georgia,  and  is  ea^  of 
Macon  County  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  disturbances  of  the  peace  in  Macon  County  acUoin- 
ing  you  f 

Answer.  Well,  there  was  some  excitement  over  there  two  or  three  years  ago,  but  I  do 
not  remember  what  it  was  about.    It  was  in  Tuskegee. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
Question.  Was  that  the  celebrated  Alston  case  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  was  the  matter. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qu^estion.  Has  there  been  at  any  time  a  prejudice  on  the  part  of  any  portion  of  your 
community  against  colored  schools  ? 

Answer.  I  think,  sir,  that  there  was  perhaps  some  prejudice  against  it  soon  afiber  the 
war  closed,  for  a  year  or  two. 

Question.  Is  there  any  prejudice  against  the  teachers  of  colbred  schools  t 

Answer,  None  whatever. 

Question.  Has  there  been  f  ^   ,    ^^  CZc^na\c> 

Answer.  There  may  have  been  a  year  or  tr^o  ago.  Dgtzedby^OOglC 

Question.  Was  there  at  the  time  Mr.  Few  was  interfered  with  f 
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Anmoer,  I  think  not  on  that  acoonnt.  I  think  the  dijfficulty  that  Mr.  Few  got  into 
grew  out  of  his  personal  bearing  toward  the  community,  and  not  out  of  the  avocation 
that  he  followe4i. 

Question.  What  were  the  particulars  of  his  case  f  You  have  spoken  of  some  attack  by 
a  parcel  of  boys  upon  Mr.  Few  in  the  night-time. 

Answer.  1  gave  the  particulars  in  my  direct  examination  as  fully  as  I  know  them. 
It  is  all  information  except  so  far  as  I  know  Mr.  Few  personally  and  know  that  he 
lived  at  Crawford. 

Que&Uon.  He  was  a  man  of  &mily  ?  « 

Anmoer.  He  had  a  wife  but  no  children. 

Q^f»U9n.  And  he  was  attacked  at  his  house  in  the  night-time  f 

Jai^wer.  Yes,  sir.  . 

QHMtion.  By  a  crowd  of  boys  t 

Anwoer.  By  a  gang  of  bad  boys,  as  I  understand. 

Quesiicm.  How  many  of  them  were  there,  as  you  understood  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  any  number  mentioned. 

Question.  Did  they  ever  ftre  upon  his  house  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  they  did. 

Question.  Did  they  rock  it  also  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  how  many  gun-shots  or  pistol-shots  were  discharged  t 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  there  were  several— several  gun-shots  or  pistol-shots,  but  how  many 
I4o  not  know  that  I  ever  heard. 

Question.  How  long  was  this  continued  f 

Answer.  1  suppose  it  was  the  work  only  of  a  short  time,  perhaps  less  than  an  hoar ; 
I  do  not  know,  however,  that  I  am  accurate  in  that. 

Question.  Are  you  informed  who  the  boys  were  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  but  one  name  nientioned. 

Question,  How  old  was  he  f 

Answer.  He  was  a  young  man  about  eighteen  or  twenty  years  old. 

Question.  Of  a  good  family  f 

Answer.  WelJ,  1  know  nothing  against  his  £Eiinily ;  I  know  very  little  of  his  family. 

Question.  What  was  the  pique  that  this  crowd  of  boys  had  against  Mr.  Few  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  what  the  precise  pique  was.  There  had  been  some  growl- 
ing in  the  community  there  between  Mr.  Few  and  the  citizens,  and  he  had  had  one  or 
two  diflBculties  with  some  young  men — boys,  they  thought  themselves  men,  and  were 
ordinarily  called  so,  but  were  mere  boys.  He  had  had  one  or  two  difficulties  with  them 
and  I  have  no  doubt  there  was  a  general  prejudice  against  Mr.  Few  in  that  neighbor- 
hood. 

Question^  On  what  account  f 

Aimcer.  On  account  of  his  personal  character  and  bearing  in  the  community. 

Question.  What  was  his  personal  character  t 

Answer.  It  was  not  very  good. 

Question.  What  was  alleged  against  him  t 

Answer.  Well,  he  was  quarrelsome.  He  was  a  drinking  man,  a  man  who  had  been 
separated  from  his  wife,  who  had  maltreated  his  wife,  so  rumor  went.  He  had  had  a 
difficulty  with  his  brotlier-in-law  in  which  pistols  and  knives  were  used ;  and  he  was 
disposed  to  insult  democrats  ;  in  fact  he  was  imported  to  that  locality  as  a  desperado, 
and  came  there  to  provoke  difficulties  with  democrats. 

Question.  Who  imported  him  t 

Answer.  Judge  Applebee,  who  was  a  relation  of  his  by  marriage,  and  judge  of  pro- 
bate of  the  county. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  he  was  imported  to  provoke  difficulties  t 

Answer.  That  is  my  conclusion,  sir,  from  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  from  the 
conduct  of  the  parties. 

Question.  Do  yon  think  a  single  man  was  well  calculated  to  provoke  difficulties  with  , 
the  whole  community  f 

Answer.  I  think  Mr.  Few  was.  I  have  known  him  for  years  and  know  him  to  be  a 
fearless  man,  utterly  fearless,  and  a  man  who  had  neither  interest  enough  in  this  world 
nor  enough  hope  of  neaven  to  be  afraid  of  dying  at  any  moment. 

QuesUon.  Then  you  had  not  a  good  opinion  of  Mr.  Few  f 

Answer.*!  was  cdways  personally  friendly  with  him,  and  was  the  only  man  in  that 
community  that  could  quiet  a  difficulty  between  him  and  other  parties. 

Question.  Were  the  democrats  friendly  with  him  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  very.    I  was,  personally,  on  account  of  old  relations. 

Question.  They  regarded  his  preeeuee  there  as  a  standing  insult  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  , 

Question.  Is  it  not  possible  then  that  the  boys  took  their  eue  from  their  &ther8[|> 

Answer.  That  is  possible ;  I  could  not  say  that  it  was  not.  ^ 
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Questum,  I  suppose  the  demoeratic  portion  of  the  commnnity  there  did  not  grievo 
very  much  over  the  visitation  that  he  received^  did  they  f 

Anmger,  I  do  not  know  that  they  grieved  at  all,  bnt  the  community  called  a  meeting 
to  a^jnst  all  differences  for  protection. 

Question,  Do  you  not  think  that  was  done  as  a  matter  of  policy  fbr  the  purpose  of 
quieting  and  hushing  this  thing  up  f 

Answer.  I  do  not.  I  think  it  was  done  to  save  the  commnnity  from  aijy  further  law- 
lessness. I  do  not  think  that  the  people  of  the  community  (and  I  lived  m  the  town  for 
thirteen  years  and  knew  the  community  well)  would  tolerate  lawlessness.  I  do  not 
think  they  approved  of  what  was  done,  and  ^he  meeting  was  called  in  the  interest  of 
peace,  law,  and  order. 

Qiiesiion,  Was  it  called  by  democrats  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  and  Mr.  Few  was  invited  there,  and  all  tho differences  were  adjusted^ 
and  nothing  more  was  ever  heard  of  it. 

QuesHan.Was  there  any  fear  felt  that  this  thing  would  get  abroad  and  make  a  \yad 
record  against  the  democratic  party  of  Russell  County  f 

Answer,  None  whatever ;  there  was  no  attempt  to  conceal  it. 

Question,  Was  there  any  policv  in  calling  that  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  testifying 
to  the  world  that  the  skirts  of  the  democratic  party  there  were  clear  of  this  offense  T 

Anstoer,  It  may  have  been  the  policy  of  those  who  called  the  meeting.  I  was  not  of 
that  number,  for  I  had  changed  my  residence. 

Question,  Do  you  not  know  that  that  was  the  motive  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  it,  and  I  do  not  believe  it. 

Question,  You  do  not  believe  that  was  the  motive  f 

Anstoer,  1  do  not. 

Question,  Were  not  the  democrats  very  anxious  to  get  rid  of  him  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  that  they  were. 

Question,  You  say  his  presence  there  was  regarded  as  a  standing  insult  to  them  f 

Answer,  For  Boine  time  before  that,  yes.  sir. 

.Question,  Had  it  ceased  to  be  an  insult  7 

Answer,  It  may  or  may  not  have  ceased.  I  had  removed  from  the  neighborhood,  and 
cannot  judge  nor  testify  as  to  what  took  place  in  the  neighborhood,  except  from  my 
general  knowledge  of  the  community. 

Question,  You  were  not  in  the  meeting  t 

Answer,  No.  sir:  nor  in  the  neighborhood  at  the  time. 

Question.  How  long  had  you  removed  t 

Answer,  I  had  removed  from  there  about  nine  months  previous.* 

Question,  What  means  have  you  of  knowing  the  animus  of  the  conmiunity  toward 
Mr.  Few  at  that  time  f 

Answer,  From  my  knowledge  when  I  did  reside  there. 

Question,  But  that  was  nine  months  previously  f 

Ansu>er.  Y&a,  sir. 

Question,  What  means  have  you  of  knowing  the  sentiment  of  the  community  at  the 
time  the  outrage  was  committed  upon  him  f 

Answer,  Only  the  conclusions  I  drew  fix>m  previous  knowledge,  and  what  I  have 
heard. 

Qu^Uon,  Was  there  any  prejudice  against  him  on  account  of  the  fact  that  he  was 
teaching  a  colored  school  f 

Answer,  Not  that  I  know  ot 

Question,  Were  you  not  so  informed  t 

Answer.  Never  informed  that  there  was  any  prejudice  on  that  account,  never. 

Question,  From  the  information  you  have  do  you  suppose  it  was  the  intentioa  of  this 
crowd  of  young  men  to  kill  himt 

Answer,  I  would  not  have  been  surprised,  sir,  if  they  had  killed  him  if  they  had  goi 
an  opportunity,  sir.  I  do  not  know ;  I  just  give  that  as  my  judgment.  Any  men  tfin^ 
will  do  as  they  did  would  do  worse. 

Question,  You  think  there  was  a  considerable  feeling  in  the  community  after  this 
attack  on  Bfr.  Few.    What  was  the  nature  of  that  feeling  f 

Answer.  Considerable  feeling. 

Question,  Yes,  you  spoke  about  considerable  feeling  in  the  community  ? 

Answer,  1  do  not  thmk  there  was  any  feeling ;  there  was  considerable  excitement 
about  the  matter.  I  do  not  know  that  the  feeling  was  against  Mr.  Few ;  it  was  against 
the  occurrence. 

Question,  Do  you  think  the  community  heartily  and  sincerely  deplored  the  attack 
upon  him  f 

Answer,  I  do ;  it  led  to  a  meeting  and  adjustment. 

Question,  As  you  were  not  present  at  that  meeting  nor  in  the  community  for  nine 
months  previously,  how  long  after  this  did  you  visit  there  f 

Answer,  I  have  a  plantation  near  there ;  I  do  not  remember  the  time,  but  I  am  in 
that  conmiunity  very  frequently.    I  do  not  now  remember  the  time  that  elapsed. 
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There  is  Almost  constant  communication  between  that  place  and  the  present  connty 
site. 

QuesHoH,  Were  there  many  ne^oes  in  that  commanity  ? 

AiMiver.  The  population  there  is  about  equally  divided. 

Question,  Had  he  taken  an  active  part  in  political  matters,  in  marshaling  the  negroes 
to  the  polls  and  distributing  tickets,  &c.  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  never  had. 

Questwn,  What  political  activity  on  his  part  had  given  umbrage  to  the  democrats 
there?  ' 

An^iver,  It  ^aa  not  a  political  activity,  but  his  relatite,  Judge  Applebee,  brought 
him  to  Crawford  and  kept  him  there  about  his  office  for  several  months,  and  wmle 
Few  took  no  active  part  in  politics  he  was  always  ready  to  take  up  and  often  provoke 
a  miarrel  on  the  subject  of  Judge  Applebee,  who  was  ms  personal  friend  and  relative, 
ana  a  republican. 

Question.  He  was  judge  of  probate  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  known  of  several  personal  altercations  which  grew  out  of 
remarks  which  had  been  made  about  Applebee  and  resented  by  Few. 

Question,  Then  if  I  get  your  idea  aright  he  was  imported  there  as  the  champion  of 
Judge  Applebee  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  as  a  sort  of  desperado  or  champion  of  the  Judge  of  probate. 

Question,  Was  the  judge  of  probate  in  danger  t 

Answer,  He  fancied  himself  in  danger. 

Question,  On  what  account  ?  ' 

Answcf;  I  cannot  tell. 

Question,  Were  the  democrats  hostile  to  the  probate  judge  f 

Answer,  They  were  politically  hostile  and  personally  not  £ftvorable. 

Question,  Had  ho  been  molested  or  iusultea  in  any  way  f 

Answer,  Never  maltreated ;  he  may  have  been  roughly  spoken  to ;  in  fact,  I  have 
cursed  him  a  few  times  myselfl 

Question.  I  infer  from  your  testimony,  Mr.  Martin^  that  you  afi&liate  with  the  demo- 
ctatic  party? 

Answer,  Well,  sir ;  I  was  never  a  hide-bound  partisan.  I  have  had  the  misfortune 
to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ever  since  the  war. 

Question.  You  regard  it  as  a  misfortune? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  ;  because  it  was  not  successftd. 

Question,  Were  you  in  the  war  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question,  In  the  confederate  service  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  was  your  rank? 

Answer,  1  was  a  private,  sir. 

Question,  Was  any  notice  taken  by  the  courts  of  this  attack  upon  Mr.  Few  ? 

Answer,  None  that  I  ever  knew  of,  sir.  I  may  safely  say  that  there  was  none,  or  I 
should  have  known  it. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  20, 1871. 
BURTON  LONG  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Where  do  you  live  ? 
Answer,  Russell. 
Question,  Russell  County  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  At  what  place  in  Russell  County  ? 
Ansewer,  In  two  miles  of  Silver  Run. 
Question.  Were  you  a  slave  before  the  war  ? 
Answer,  I  was,  sir. 
Question.  Who  did  you  belong  to  ? 
Answer,  Colonel  Nimrod  Long. 
Question,  Were  you  raised  in  Alabama  7 

Answer.  I  can't  say  I  was  raised  in  Alfthama.    I  was  partly  raised  in  Virginia.    I  was 

sixteen  years  old  when  I  left  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  was  brought  here  bv  speculators. 

Question,  Have  you  at  any  time  attempted  to  vote  and  been  prevented  uom  doing  it  ? 

Answer.  I  haven't  attempted  to  vote  and  been  prevented,  but  I  have  *been  driven 

.from  the  polls.  C^  r^r^t-i\r> 

Question.  When  was  that  ?  Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 

Answer,  That  was  in  the  last  election,  though  I  voted. 
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Question.  State  to  the  committee  the  circnmstancee  of  yoar  being  drlTen  ^nom  the 
polls. 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  when  I  went  to  the  polls  and  commenced,  I  was  the  candidaite  of 
that  election,  and  I  staid  at  that  poll  that  day  myself,  and  when  I  went  there  I  was 
the  only  man  that  had  the  republican  tickets  in  hand  to  issae  it  amon^  the  people ;  i 


there  was  another  gentleman  belonging  to  the  other  party  that  had  some  tickets  pr^irted 

grecisely  like  mine.  He  had  cot  hold  of  one  of  mine  by  my  giving  them  out  beforehatid. 
[e  stepped  out  before  me  and  said  "  Here's  your  republican  tickets."  I  saye  "  Let  me 
look  at  one."  He  handed  one  to  mo  and  it  was  headed  **  Republican,"  aAd  in  the  body 
of  it  was  democratic  nominees.  Says  I,  "  Mr.,  you  can't  call  this  a  republican  ticket 
with  democratic  nominees  upon  it,"  and  I  opened  it  then  to  the  people.  I  says,  "  Hore's 
two  tickets  now  saying  republican ;  it  is  to  induce  you  men  that  cannot  i>eald  to  Tote 
them  that  has  pn  the  bottom  of  them  the  democratic  nominees ;  but  there  is  only  one 
full  republican  ticket  here  on  the  ground  and  Ihave  that,  and  if  you  vote  any  o^ier 
one,  whoever  wants  to  vote  a  republican  ticket  can't  vote  a  republican  ticket  except  be 
gete  it  from  my  hands,  and  if  you  want  to  vote  the  democratic,  there  it  is  in  that  gentle- 
man's hands."  Then  this  man  couldn't  pass  any  more  of  his  tickets,  and  then  my  yonns 
boss,  named  Frederick  Long,  came  up  to  me  and  says,  ''  Burton,  we  have  been  raised 
together,  and  now  you  have  come  to  opposition  against  me  and  my  rights."  Sa^  I, 
**  No,  sir ;  I  have  no  opposition  with  your  rights."  Says  I,  "  We  are  standing  like 
church  people,  as  if  I  am  a  Baptist  and  yon  a  Methodist,  and  if  I  gain  the  most  mem- 
bers for  my  society,  wo  ought  not  to  fall  out  about  it ;  and  another  thing,  you  ought  to 
spoken  to  me  and  told  me  how  to  do.  When  I  met  yon  all  I  shook  hand£  withyoa  and 
asked  you  *  how  do  you  do  and  all  your  friends  and  people,'  and  you  seemed  mad  about 
it."  And  he  says,  "  Yes,  damn  you  ;  I  don't  expect  to  s]>eak  to  you  another  time.'*  I 
says,  **  Let's  not  fall  out  about  political  matters ;  let's  speak  and  talk  together  as  we 
always  have  done."  He  siiys,  **  Well,  you  have  gone  against  the  democratic  party  and 
I  never  expected  that,  and  I  never  expect  to  shake  hands  with  you,  or  speak  with  yon, 
as  long  as  you  live."  After  a  while  he  came  again  and  says,  "  Let  me  see  one  of  t-hem 
tickets  ;  you  have  plenty  of  them."  I  says  '*  I  have,"  and  I  gave  him  one.  The  &ig 
was  sort  o'  tore  oflf  of  that  ticket  and  he  says  **Give  me  another ;"  and  I  gave  him  anolber. 
He  went  off  with  them  and  came  back  and  got  another  one.  I  says,  "  Look  b«re, 
roaster  Fred  " — we  always  called  him  Bunk  when  we  lived  together — I  says,  "  Are  you 
going  to  vote  that  ticket!"  He  says,  "No,  damn  you,  not  to  save  your  life.^  I  eays, 
**  What  do  you  want  for  it  T  I  wanted  to  get  a  dot  for  it,"  and  he  came  back  a  thml 
time  and  says,  "  Let  me  have  another  ticket."  I  says,  **  I  haven't  got  them  to  spare ; 
here's  a  heap  of  people  want  tickets  and  you  are  not  going  to  vote  them  tickets  any 
how."  He  says,  *'  Give  me  one,  you  have  plenty  of  them,"  and  he  took  the  ticket  and 
he  says  "  Do  you  want  to  see  what  I  do  with  it  ?"  I  said  "  Yes."  Then  he  jast  took 
the  ticket  and  doubled  the  flag  down  and  pasted  the  other  ticket  over  it.  He  says,  **  I 
am  going  to  beat  you  in  that  way."  I  says,  "  Do  you  call  that  honest  or  fair  f"  He 
says,  *•  I  don't  care  whether  you  do  or  not.  I  intend  to  beat  you  in  that  way."  Th«i 
it  raised  a  row  there  and  he  said  he  would  whip  me  off  of  the  ground,  and  I  must  leave. 
I  said,  "  I  don't  want  no  fuss.  I  am  just  handing  out  my  tickets."  The  ganison  was 
there.  ^ 

Question.  Do  you  mean  troops  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  made  at  me  to  cut  me.  He  said  he  intended  to  cut  me  to  death  if 
I  didn't  leave  the  ground.  Then  the  colored  people  run  up  and  surrounded  me,  to  protect 
me  ;  and  by  that  time  the  garrison  ran  up  apd  said  they  were  sent  there  to  command 
the  peace,  and  there  should  be  no  fuss;  that  was  about  11  o'clock.  At  12  o'cloek 
the  managers  of  the  polls  stopped  for  dinner.  I  st<aid  around  until  after  they  b»<l  eat 
dinner,  ajid  I  says  to  Mr.  Pollard,  which  was  J.  L.  Pollard,  *•  Will  you  open  the  dooff '' 
He  says,  "  I  have  no  more  registration,  and  they  can't  vote  here  any  longer ;  if  tiM^T 
vote  without  this  registration  it  is  a  penitentiary  offense,  from  two  to  five  y^wrsJ^ 
There  was  two  hundred  voters  standing  around  there  then,  with  their  tickets  ia  their 
hands,  ready  to  vote,  and  couldn't  vote.  1  says,  **  Can't  they  go  over  here  to  Uohee  V 
that  was  a  precinct  called  Uchee.  He  says,  **  I  don't  think  they  can  j  it  is  some  eighteen 
or  twenty  miles  from  here  to  Uchee.  If  they  walk  there  the  polls  may  be  closed, 
so  that  they  can't  vote,  and  they  will  have  to  walk  clean  across  the  country  back  to- 
night ; "  and  some  of  them  had  done  walked  across  one  precinct  to  get  to  this  place 
where  the  garrison  was  to  protect  them.  I  says,  "  What  time  is  it  ?"  He  says,  *»Otie 
o'clock."  I  says,  "It  is  a  mighty  bad  state  of  business  that  I  have 'to  k»«e  all  these 
voters  because  of  the  registration  giving  out."  He  says,  **  Aint  the  republicatie  able 
to  furnish  you  paper  enough  to  register  f  I  have  been  furnishing  it  myself,  and  I  doQ*t 
intend  to  furnish  any  more."  Then  because  I  swore  to  what  my  own  i)erBonal  eyes  wnr 
that  day,  I  was  taken  up  and  put  in  prison,  and  was  in  prison  eight  days,  and'almo^ 
lost  my  crop,  which  was  just  because  I  swore  to  what  I  saw  and  knew  to  be  the  fi«t, 
and  can  now  prove  it  was  so.  They  arrested  me  and  carried  me  to  jail  for  peijsry,  and 
everything  I  possess  is  now  taken  from  me  because  of  that  Section.         ^ 
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Qu«9ii0m*  Were  those  two  hundred  voters,  who  were  there  to  vote,  prevented  from 
doing  so  on  that  day  f 

Am^wer,  Yes,  sir :  right  there. 

QuesiioH,  What  old  he  mean  hy  saying  that  the  registration  had  given  oat  f  Did  he 
BMan  he  had  no  more  paper  to  roister  the  voters  on  f 

Ammccr.  Yes,  sir ;  that  ne  had  no  more  paper  to  register  the  voters  on.  They  couldn't 
veto  without  that  registration,  and  I  understood  that,  and  I  wonldn't  give  one  ticket 
out  until  they  all  came  up  to  the  platform  and  was  registered  hefore  I  would  put  a 
tieket  in  their  hands.  They  found  I  was  about  to  carry  the  poll  at  that  time  of  day, 
and  so  they  closed  the  registration  on  me  and  stopped  the  voting. 

Qu^ian.  Had  the  democrats  all  voted  at  that  precinct  f 

Answer.  I  can't  say  whether  they  had  or  not. 

Quetftion,  Did  he  refuse  to  receive  any  more  votes  after  1  o'clock  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  these  colored  men  have  an  opportunity  of  voting  that  day  at  all  f  Did 
they  go  to  another  precinct  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  because  they  had  done  past  one  precinct  to  come  to  that  precinct, 
allowing  that  they  would  have  protection  at  tbat  precinct,  and  that  they  could  vote 
that  wanted  to  vot'C.  If  they  had  walked  on  twenty  miles  farther,  it  would  have  been 
a  mighty  walk  on  them. 

Question.  Who  was  this  Mr.  Pollard  1  Was  he  a  judge  of  election ;  the  man  that 
received  the  votes  1 

Answer.  No,  sir :  he  was  the  registration  man.  Mr.  Long  was  one ;  he  was  one  of  my 
7oang  bosses,  and  he  was  one  of  the  managers  of  the  poll. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Pollard  a  democrat  1 

Answer.  All  of  them  were  democrats ;  but  I  carried  the  election,  and  was  elected  in 
the  county,  and  they  left  it  to  me,  the  night  they  were  going  to  count  oat  this  box,  to 
ebooee  three  republican  men,  and  I  chose  three  intelligent  black  men  and  sent  them  in 
there.  The^  threw  off  of  the  list  all  that  were  not  registered,  and  these  men  saw  there 
tbat  something  had  to  come  off  of  the  democratic  list  as  on  the  republican  list,  and  the 
next  morning  Ihey  discharged  these  men  and  wouldn't  have  them  any  more,  and  then 
ran  on  themselves*  and  nobody  knew  what  they  did.  It  has  never  been  decided  what 
they  did.  After  I  had  it  tested  here,  and  had  the  boxes  brought  here,  they  didn't  open 
them  here ;  and  we  had  another  testing  of  the  boxes  in  Girard,  and  took  the  boxes 
there  from  this  place,  and  when  they  did  get  there  they  had  done  robbed  them,  and 
the  votes  were  all  gone. 

QuesUon,  Did  you  get  a  certificate  of  election,  or  were  you  defeated  ? 

Answer.  I  was  defeated ;  none  of  us  got  the  certificate.  Mr.  Henry  was  the  democratic 
man ;  I  was  the  only  republican  man. 

Question.  What  were  you  running  for  f 

Answer.  Legfslature ;  I  think  he  beat  me,  I  am  not  certain,  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  votes,  the  way  they  decided  it ;  but  there  were  three  boxes  they  wouldn't  open 
for  me,  and  when  I  pushed  it  up  to  have  them  opened,  they  robbed  them  before  they 
were  opened. 

Question.  Would  you  have  had  a  majority  if  all  of  the  votes  cast  in  your  favor  had 
been  counted  fairly  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  caased  vou  to  be  arrested  for  perjury  f 

Anstcer.  Judge  Waddell,  the  leading  man  of  the  democratic  party  there.  He  said  to 
me  the  day  the  boxes  was  counted  out,  that  God  Almighty  never  made  a  nigger  to 
legislate  for  a  white  man,  and  he  woala  be  damned  if  ever  I  should  do  it ;  and  after  I 
puushed  it  up  here  to  have  my  rights,  he  told  me  I  must  leave  the  county,  right  here  in 
this  place.  I  told  him  I  didn't  intend  to  leave  the  county.  He  says,  "  If  you  don't 
leave  this  county  you  will  stay  in  a  damned  horrible  place ; "  and  then  I  received  a 
Ka-Klux  letter. 

Q^estion.  Have  you  got  that  letter  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  sent  it  about  amongst  my  friends,  and  it  got  lost. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  how  it  read  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  its  contents. 

Answer.  It  said,  "  Kn-Klux,  Ku-Klux :  Look  out  for  death,  hell,  and  Judgment,  the 
whole  host  of  you."    It  had  two  coffins  on  it,  and  two  heads  on  it. 

Question.  Death-heads  ? 

Answer.  **  Death,  hell,  the  whole  host  of  you ; "  that  is,  all  the  leading  men  who  were 
lapoblicans. 

Question.  n*»w  many  colored  men  were  prevented  from  voting,  so  far  as  your  inform 
mation  extends,  at  that  election  ? 

Answer.  1  can't  say  for  any  other  poll  except  where  I  was.  I  heard  many  others  say 
at  their  polls  they  didn't  get  justice;  but  I  can't  say  it  for  myself,  except  the  one 
where  I  was. 
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QvesHon.  At  that  precinct,  yon  Bay  there  were  abont  two  hundred  prevented  from 
voting  f 

A7i8wer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Would  they  all  have  voted  the  republican  ticket  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  all  received  them  from  my  hands. 

QueeHan.  Have  you  been  ill-treated  by  the  democrats  since  the  election  T 

Answer.  Horrible ;  almost  dead ;  I  have  been  put  in  jail,  and  been  done  everything  to 
that  a  man  could,  have,  and  live. 

Question.  Have  you  had  your  trial  yet  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  bound  over  to  court  T 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  to  answer  the  charge  of  penury,  though  they  asked  me  to  dismiss 
it.    They  said  they  would  dismiss  it  at  court. 

Question.  Who  said  that  ? 

Answer.  This  same  man  you  had  here  in  court  to-day. 

Question.  Mr.  Martin  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  said  he  would  dismiss  it  in  court.  I  said,  "  I  don't  believe  that 
would  be  justice,  because  they  put  me  in  jail  falsely,  and  I  ought  to  have  justice." 

Question.  Is  Mr.  Martin  a  leading  democratic  politician  there  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  Mr.  Waddell  is ;  he  is  the  man  that  had  me  arrested  an8  put  in  jail. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Waddell  say  anything  to  you  at  the  time  you  were  being  examined 
in  the  con  tested -election  case  between  Norris  and  Handley  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  day  he  made  these  remarks. 

Question.  What  remarks  did  he  make  ? 

Anstoer.  He  met  me  there  in  Coluinbus  and  said,  "  Burton  "—calling  me  to  him— 
"  come  here,"  and  I  went  to  him.  He  says,  "  Yon  remember  that  sickly  smile  you  made 
in  the  house? "  Says  I,  "  No,  sir."  Says  he,  " If  you  don't  remember  it,  I  will  make 
you  remember  it.  If  I  don't  penitentiary  yon  the  next  court,  then  GJod  damn  ray 
heart."  That  was  for  testifying  against  Handley  for  Major  Norris.  "  You  expeo*  to 
live  in  that  county  with  us,  and  then  go  against  Handley  for  M^or  Norris  ?  If  I  don't 
penitentiary  you,  then  God  damn  my  lieart." 

Question.  He  threatened  you  in  that  way  after  you  had  given  testimony  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir ;  he  threatened  me  in  that  way. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  he  accuse  you  of  swearing  falsely  on  that  occasion  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  threaten  to  put  you  in  the  penitentiary  for  swearing  falsely  in  that 
case  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  the  charge  made  against  you  for  perjury,  for  swearing  f^dsoly,  in  that 
oasef 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that's  why  it  was. 

Question.  You  say  these  votes  were  refused  because  they  were  not  registered  T 

Answer.  Not  registered. 

Question.  They  are  not  allowed  to  vote  without  previous  registration  in  this  State, 
are  they  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Quesiion.  The  law  requires  that  there  shall  be  a  registrar  of  voters  near  the  pollings 
place  to  register  voters  upon  the  day  of  the  election  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  upon  the  day  of  the  election.  That  was  done  on  the  day  of  tb« 
election.  I  put  the  voters  on  the  platform  in  front  of  the  registrar's  ofBce  to  be  regis- 
tered^ and  when  they  came  down  from  there  they  received  the  ticket  out  of  my 
hands.  . 

By  Mr.  BLAm : 

Question.  Who  was  the  registrar  there  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  J.  L.  Pollard  nad  the  registration  office. 

Question.  Who  appointed  him  registrar  f 

Answer,  That  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Was  there  any  disturbance  during  the  election  in  the  county  by  ansed 
negroes? 

Answer.  There  was,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  go  out  at  the  request  of  the  inhabitants  to  see  those  armed  i 
marching  through  the  county  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  was  in  the  city  of  Silver  Run  at  the  time  I  heard  it. 
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Quegtion,  Were  yon  reqaested  by  the  people  of  Stiver  Ron  to  go  out  and  see  these 
colored  men  who  were  marching  over  the  coonty  ^th  arms  on  that  day  f 

Answer,  I  was  not,  sir. 

Question,  Did  yon  go  to  see  them  1 

Anmcer,  I  did  not.    I  saw  them,  thongh,  when  they  came  in  the  city. 

Question,  How  many  were  there  f 

Answer,  I  can't  tell  yon  how  many  there  were — I  reckon  abont  thirty. 

Question,  Why  were  they  marching  about  on  the  day  of  the  election  wil^  arms  in 
their  hands  f 

Answer,  It  wasn't  on  the  day  of  the  election.      • 

Question,  When  was  it  f 

Answer,  It  was  five  days  after  the  election-— abont  five  days.  It  was  the  next  day 
after  we  met  together  to  count  out  the  ballots ;  I  think  it  was  five  days  after  the  elec- 
tion. -^ 

Question,  What  was  their  object  in  moving  about  with  arms  in  their  hands  and  in  a 
bodyf 

Answer,  Their  object  t  Well,  ihey  had  heard  that  the  white  people  said  that  they 
shoold  not  have  the  right ;  even  if  I  was  Aected  I  shonld  not  have  it,  which  Judge 
W^addell  had  told  me  in  the  presence  of  them,  on  the  day  of  the  election,  that  God  Al- 
mighty ne^er  did  make  a  damned  nigger  to  legislate  for  white  men,  and  he  would  be 
damned  if  I  ever  should  do  it.  When  the  day  came  to  count  out  the  ballots,  there  was 
a  little  boy,  named  Billy  Thweat— wo  were  there  on  Saturday  night— and  he,  out  of 
mischief,  I  reckon,  gave  out  the  reports  to  the  colored  people  that  they  had  killed 
Bichard  Mack,  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  republican  party,  and  taken  Burton 
Long  and  put  him  in  prison,  because  they  had  contended  for  the  right  of  these  ballots. 
Then  the  people,  after  it  got  out  over  the  county,  came  to  see  whether  it  was  so  or  not ; 
and  after  they  came  and  found  out,  and  met  the  sheriff,  and  the  sheriff  told  them  there 
was  nothing  in  it,  and  to  cive  up  their  anns,  they  all  submitted, ''and  gave  up  their 
arms,  and  went  back  peaceably  and  quiet.  They  didn't  hurt  no  person,  nor  threaten 
any  person,  as  they  came  on,  but  came  to  see  whether  this  thing  Avas  so  or  not ;  to  see 
whether  they  had  killed  Richard  Mack  and  put  me  in  prison,  and  what  they  did  that 
way  for.  They  came  up  in  town  there,  and  saw  me  then  in  the  town,  and  put  up  their 
arms,  and  went  back.    They  saw  me  living,  which  they  expected  to  find  me  dead. 

Question,  Did  you  vote  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sur. 

Mr.  Blair.  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the  grand  jury  of  the  city  court  of  Mont- 
gomery, as  it  appears  in  the  Montgomery  Advertiser  of  October  20, 1871 : 

"  Grand  jury  report.— The  grand  jury  of  the  city  court,  after  a  faithful  session  of 
nearly  two  weeks,  adjourned  yesterday.    The  following  is  their  report  : 
•*  To  the  Hon,  John  D,  Cunningham,  judge  of  the  city  court  of  Montgomery : 

"  We,  the  grand  jury,  impaneled  by  law,  under  your  honor's  direction,  to  inquire 
into  all  offenses  committed  a^inst  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  in 
the  county  of  Montgomery,  within  the  past  twelve  months ;  and  also  to  inquire  into 
the  condition  of  the  jail  of  the  county,  tbe  county  hospital,  and  also  into  the  condition 
of  the  different  offices  of  the  'county,  as  well  as  the  books  in  the  several  offices,  and  of 
the  bonds  of  the  various  officers,  and  iind  all  matters  affecting  the  peace  of  said  county, 
after  a  protracted  and  patient  investigation,  do  on  our  oaths  make  the  following 
report: 

"  Having  examined  the  books  in  the  offices  at  the  court-house,  we  find  them  all  kept 
in  a  neat  and  basiness-like  manner.  We  find  the  fee-books  in  the  offices  of  the  circuit 
and  city  courts  properly  kept  in  books  suitable  for  such  accounts,  and  also  in  the 
fiberiff's  office.  On  careful  examination  of  the  official  bonds  submitted  by  the  Hon. 
George  Ely,  judge  of  probate,  these  bonds  being  filed  in  his  office,  we  are  of  the 
opinion  that  all  of  the  bonds  are  good  and  sufficient  except  that  of  M.  T.  Brainard, 
clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  and  those  of  R.  W.  Graham,  niarshalj  of  W.  G.  Huddleston, 
constable,  Chas.  E.  Hogan,  justice  of  the  peace,  Robt.  Parker,  coroner,  Aug.  C.  Rose, 
T.  R.  Carter,  G.  H.  Cochrane,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  Robt.  JParker,  Green  H.  Coch- 
rane, and  B.  H.  Hill,  notaries  public. 

'*  Since  the  last  session  of  the  grand  jury  (in  July,  IWl)  we  find  that  the  sum  of 
$4,349  25  has  been  paid  to  the  hospital  physician  :  that  t^51  15  have  been  paid  for 
repairing  Haynes's  bridge  ;  that  ^1,485  57  have  been  paid  for  books,  siationery,  and 
printing  by  order  of  the  commissiouers'  court. 

'*  We  further  find  great  inconvenience,  if  not  injustice,  visited  upon  the  State  wit- 
neaees  in  the  management  of  the  fine  and  forfeiture  fund.  The  certificates  for  witness* 
xnoney,  when  presented  by  the  witnesses,  are  seldom  or  never  paid.  The  consequence 
is  that  parties  originally  obtaining  these  certificates  aie  glad  to  part  with  them  at  a 
very  heavy  discount  to  brokers  in  the  business,  who  manage  to  discover  the  fine  and 
forfeiture  fund^  from  which  they  invariably  obtain  payment  at  par.  We  deplore  the 
existence  of  this  great  evil,  and  think  some  remedy  should  be  applied  in  the  case. 
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"  We  further  find  that  the  commifisioners'  court  have  invested  |850  belonging  to  the 
convict-labor  fund  in  the  stock  of  the  Montgomery  and  Eufaula  Railroad  Company. 
Since  the  last  session  of  this  court,  Hon.  Geo.  ElyMudge  of  probate,  has  paid  into  tbe 
county  treasury  $535  45  belonging  to  the  convict-labor  fund.  We  find  that  $302  20, 
^m  tbe  same  fund,  have  been  paid  to  the  sheriff  by  order  of  the  court  of  county 
commissioners  for  official  services.  We  find  that  the  money  for  which  the  two  poor- 
houses  were  sold  on  the  7th  and  16th  of  February,  1870,  amounting  to  |2,900,  was 
paid  into  the  county  treasury  by  the  judge  of  probate  on  the  23d  of  August,  1871,  with 
|125  97  interest.  We  find  that  only  $135  75  have  been  paid  into  the  treasury  by  tax 
collector  Falconer,  since  the  last  ceart,  and  that  a  large  balance  for  moneys  coUeAted 
is  still  due  by  said.  Falconer,  and  that  the  treasury  is  empty  and  overdrawn  to  the 
amount  of  $6«062  60.  It  also  appears  that  $18,076  99  of  the  bonded  and  scrip  debt 
have  been  paid  to  Josiah  Morris,  and  that  $120  of  the  bonded  debt  have  been  paid  to 
Gleorge  Ely,  and  that  the  bonded  and  scrip  debt  has  been  reduced  to  the  sum  of 
$53,101  44. 

"  We  find  that  great  irregularity,  to  say  the  least,  is  practiced  by  many  justicee  of 
the  peace  and  notaries  public,  in  failing  to  pay  into  the  treasury  the  fines  and  for- 
feitures assessed  and  collected  by  them  in  tases  tried  before  them,  and  retaining  80ch 
collections  until  they  have  made  costs  on  frivolous  and  vexatious  suitSf  sufficient  to 
absorb  all  the  moneys  received  by  them  from  fines  and  forfeitures.  We  also  think  that 
the  practice  of  compromising  frivolous  and  vexatious  suits  against  innocent  and 
ignorant  persons  in  justices'  courts  deserves  the  strongest  reprehension. 

"  We  respectfully  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  couuty  work-house  in  or  near 
the  city,  for  the  benefit  of  female  and  juvenile  vagrants  and  onendecs.  We  reconamend 
that  slA  public  works,  hospit^  and  poor-house  burials,  be  let  out  to  contraotoiB,  After 
adverti^ng  for  the  same. 

"  Upon  examination,  we  discovered  that  the  county  hospital  was  in  good  condition, 
with  abundant  provisions  and  good  medical  attention,  while  it  presents  an  appearance 
creditable  to  the  parties  in  charge.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  its  expenses  in  the  pay- 
ment of  physicians'  fees  are  too  large,  calling,  as  they  do,  for  an  unnecessary  tax  of 
several  thousand  dollars  on  the  overburdened  people  of  the  county. 

**  OA  visiting  the  iail  we  found  51  persons,  both  male  and  female — all  colored  exoept 
two — incarcerated  for  various  offenses.  Tne  prisoners  were  well  clothed  and  cleaoly 
in  appearance,  and  all  seemed  healthy  except  one,  who  was  afflicted  with  rheumatism. 
In  this  connection  it  is  proper  to  state  that  Sheriff  James  H.  Taylor  deserves  great 
credit  for  the  order  and  cleanliness  perceptible  throughout  the  prison  building,  as  well 
as  throughout  the  entire  inclosure  within  the  prison  walls. 

**  We  regret  to  state  that  the  building,  as  a  place  of  security  for  criminals,  is  unsafe. 
Indeed,  in  its  dilapidated  state,  it  would  appear  almost  impossible  for  the  sherifiT  to 
retain  a  prisoner,  desirous  of  escaping,  outside  of  the  cells.  The  floors  of  several  of  the 
wards  were  very  much  decayed,  so  much  so  that  the  floor  might  bo  stamped  io  with 
the  heel  of  a  boot,  and  the  blade  of  a  pocket-knife  could  be  forced  through  the  pla&ks  , 
at  almost  any  point.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  as  soon  as  tbe  county  treasury  uiay ' 
justify  it,  a  new  and  more  substantial  Iail  should  be  erected,  and  that,  in  the  mean  time, 
the  rear  and  side  walls  of  the  jail  inclosure  should  bo  raised  at  least  four  feet  higher, 
as  a  present  necessary  precaution  against  the  escape  of  criminals. 

"Only  one  apportioner  has  reported  upon  the  condition  of  the  roads.  It  is  the  opin- 
ion of  the  body  that  the  present  system  of  road-working  is  ineffective,  and  should  be 
abolished,  and  that  the  roads  in  the  county,  as  in  the  city,  should  be  worked  by  oon> 
tract. 

**  We  cannot  conclude  this  report  without  referring  to  the  deplorable  extent  of  petty 
thieving  going  on  in  every  part  of  the  county.  Hogs,  poultry,  cattle,  com  in  the 
fields,  cotton,  u'oni  both  fields  and  gin-houses,  ore  constantly  appropriated,  to  tbe  de^ 
riment  of  the  owners,  the  discouragement  of  the  planters,  the  irritation  of  the  oommQ- 
nity,  and  the  general  comiption  ot  society.  A  regard  for  truth  compels  us  to  state 
that  this  system  of  thieving  is  principally  carried  on  by  unprincipled  colored  jieople, 
at  the  expense  not  only  of  the  white  planters,  but  of  the  industrious  menoftkeir  •tm 
race,  of  whom,  we  are  glad  to  sayj  there  are  many  notable  examples  in  our  midety 
whose  interest  it  is  that  this  condition  of  things  should  cease  to  exist.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  wisdom  of  our  rulers  will  find  some  proj^r  remedy  for  wrongs  whidi  no  aooiety 
can  be  expected  to  permit  to  go  on  with  impunity.  We  believe  it  to  be  the  deaare,  as 
it  is  the  interest,  of  all  good  men  in  the  community,  both  white  and  black,  that  those 
who  toil  shall  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  labor,  and  that  they  shall  not  be  subject  to  the 
constant  and  costly  depredations  that  are  committed  by  those  who  prefer  to  live  by 
pilfering  rather  than  by  honest  work. 

"  In  conclusion,  we  return  our  sincere  thanks  to  vour  honor,  the  county  solicitor,  the 
sheriff,  and  his  assistants,  for  courtesies  extended  to  us  during  the  performance  of 
our  duties  as  grand  jurors.  ^  t 

"  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  Digitized  by  vjOOQ  IC 

«C.  B.  FERRELL,"^ 
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Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  20, 1871. 

BOBEBT  W.  HEALT  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Quation.  State  yoorofQcial  position. 

Anmter,  United  States  marsnal  for  the  sonthem  district  of  Alabama. 

Qmsstion.  What  is  yoor  place  of  residence  f 

^^Mwer,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

Question.  You  are  acquainted,  of  course,  with  Richard  Bosteed,  judge  of  the  United 
8t»toe  district  court  of  Alabama  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  yon  had  anjr  conversation  with  him  in  relation  to  the  existence  of 
the  order  known  as  Eu-Klnx  m  the  State  of  Alabama  and  the  disturbances  growing 
oat  of  that  organization  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  and  the  immunity  which  the 
Federal  officers  enjoyed  from  visitations  from  that  order? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  have  had  conversations  with  him  in  relation  to  the  outrages  dona 
k  this  State. 

QuesHon,  More  than  one  conversation  ? 

Answer.  I  may  have  had  more  than  one,  I  do  not  remember  exactly. 

Question,  Have  you  had  any  particular  conversation  with  him  wmch  is  now  in  your 
ndndf  , 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  When  did  that  occur  f 

Answer,  It  occurred  in  the  latter  part  of  March  last.     ■ 

Question,  Was  that  during  the  session  of  the  district  court  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  beiore  the  court  was  acyoumed. 

Question,  Was  it  in  this  place  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesOon.  What  did  Judge  Busteed  say  to  you  in  the  conversation  .upon  that  sub* 
Jectf 

Answer,  My  recollection  is  that  he  appeared  to  admit  the  condition  of  thin^  spoken 
ot,  and  said  that  he  made  it  possible  for  republicans  to  live  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Question,  Do  you  remember  what  led  to  that  observation  f 

Answer,  I  tbink  what  may  have  led  to  it  was  a  conversation  in  relation  to  his  con- 
nection with  the  republican  party  and  his  influence  in  it. 

Question,  In  that  conversation  did  he  express  a  doubt  of  the  existence  of  that  order 
in  this  State  f 

Answer.  My  recollection  is  that  we  were  speaking  generally  of  outrages,  not  partic- 
ularly of  any  order. 

Question,  Did  he  doubt  the  existence  of  outrages  committed  by  bands  of  disguised 
men? 

Answer,  It  did  not  appear  to  me  so. 

Qwsiion,  Have  you  nad  any  conversation  with  him  in  relation  to  the  disturbances 
in  Western  Alabama  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  remember  that  I  have  particularly  of  these  outrages.  We  were 
speaking  generally. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  any  one  present  with  you  and  the  Judge  when  he  made  that  remark  f 

Answer.  1  think  «ludge  Minnis  was  present,  sir. 

Question,  In  speaking  of  himself^  did  he  speak  of  himself  as  constituting  the  United 
States  court—as  the  officer  of  the  court— or  of  his  political  influence  that  gave  yon  or 
gave  republicans  protection  ? 

Amswst,  I  understood  it  to  be  both. 

Question,  You  then  understood  him  to  mean  that  it  was  through  his  court  and 
tfarongh  his  influence  that  the  lives  of  republicans  were  safe  here  f        * 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.. 

iiuestion.  Did  he  intimate  that  they  would  be  driven  frx>m  the  State  if  it  were  not 
fox  himself  f 

Answer,  He  did  not  state  so  in  so  many  words.  He  said,  "If  it  were  not  for  me  a 
vepublican  could  not  live  in  the  State."    I  think  those  were  his  identical  words. 

Question,  Pointing  to  himself  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    He  said,  "  If  it  Were  not  for  me.'' 

Question,  Was  this  before  the  23d  day  of  June  last  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  Yon  did  not  believe  that,  did  you  f  r^  i 

Answer.  Not  ftilly.  Digitized  by  CjOOQIc 

Question,  Yon  do  not  think  that  he  believed  it,  do  you  f  o 
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Armcer,  I  do  not  know  that,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  have  some  idea,  now,  whether  he  was  or  waa  b(^  tiying  to  hamhiig  yoa 
or  himself  with  the  idea  that  he  had  all  this  power  f 

Aiiswer.  He  might  have  heen. 

Question,  Was  it  not  simply  an  attempt  to  humhog  yon  or  himself  t 

Answer,  That  might  have  been. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  it  most  probable,  knowing  him  as  yon  do,  and  fiMniHar 
with  his  wfi^s,  and  the  grand  style  he  pats  upon  occasions  f 

Answer,  He  sometimes  exaggerates  in  his  terms  in  conYeroation. 

Question.  It  was  merely  a  pleasant  exaggeration,  tending  to  hmnbng  lums^  was  it 
not? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  could  not  exactly  say  whether  it  was  or  not. 

Question.  You  can  sa^  what  you  think  about  it. 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  he  meant  it,  to  the  extent  his  langai|ge  implied. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Does  not  the  United  States  Judge  of  this  district  generally  mean  whmt  he 
says? 

Answer.  I  think  he  does,  barring  occasional  exaggerations  in  his  language. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  was  a  piece  of  exaggeration  when  he  gave  a  specific  ac- 
count of  the  state  of  affairs  here  in  his  examination  at  Washington  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.    I  haven't  seen  his  testimony. 

Mr.  Clair.  He  was  under  oath  when  he  gave  his  statement  at  Washington. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  would  make  any  difference  with  a  Judge  of  a  United  States 
district  court  whether  he  was  under  oath  in  any  statement  he  saw  proper  to  make  T 

Ansicer.  I  presume  it  would,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  Imply,  then,  that  he  was  not  always  reliable  in  his  atote- 
ments  when  he  was  not  under  oatb  ? 

Anstoer.  No ;  I  mean  that  a  person,  be  he  Judge  or  no,  would  be  more  careful  in  hia 
8tat<ements  under  oath. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt,  from  your  various  conversations  with  Judge  Busteed, 
that  he  believed  in  the  existence  of  these  outrages  committed  by  ^eu  in  disguise  in 
different  parts  of  the  State  of  Alabama  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  think  that  he  believed  so,  sir. 


Demopolis,  Alabama,  October  23, 1871. 

General  SAMUEL  W.  CRAWFORD  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Please  to  state  yonr  name,  your  rank  in  the  military  service,  and  to  what 
portion  of  the  Department  of  the  South  you  have  been  assigned  for  duty. 

Answer.  Samuel  W.  Crawford ;  colon^  Second  Regiment  of  Infautiy  and  Br«rret 
Major  General  United  States  Army.  1  am  stationed  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  in  com- 
mand of  the  section  known  as  Northern  Alabama. 

Question.  What  number  of  troops  have  you  under  your  command,  and  how  are  they 
distributed  ? 

Answer,  The  whole  of  the  force  in  the  State  of  Alabama  at  present  consists  of  Imt 
4hree  companies.  One  stationed  at  Huntsville,  consisting  of  between  fifty  and  sixty 
men,  and  two  %t  Mobile.  1  have  command  of  my  reeiment,  which  is  scattered  over 
four  different  States ;  but  except  the  troops  in  North  Alabama,  I  have  no  power  to 
move  or  dispose  of  any  of  them.  That  is  done  at  department  headquarters,  Jay  tlie 
general  commanding  the  department.  •.  There  is  one  company  at  Spartanburgh,  Sontli 
Carolina;  there*  are  two  companies  at  Atlanta,  under  the  major, 'and  there  ara  two 
companies  in  Florida.  Within  the  last  week,  I  may  say,  upon  the  requisition  oif  t^ 
governor  of  Alabama,  a  company  has  been  sent  from  Atlanta,  by  the  orders  of  tbe 
general  commanding  the  department,  to  Mar^igo  County,  on  account  of  some  dii- 
turbances  there,  and  they  are  now  stationed  at  a  place  called  MoEinley. 

Question.  Do  yon  speak  of  Marengo  County,  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Marengo  County,  Alabama.  , 

By  Mr.  Blair:  C^ r\r\n\o 

Question.  Tbat  is  this  county  f  ^'9'^'^^^  ^v  V^OOg  LC 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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By  the  Chaibman  : 

QmmH&i^  How  loDg  have  yon  been  iu  command  in  Alahama^  and  where  are  your 
beadqnarters? 

Answer,  I  came  into  Alabama,  with  my  regiment,  in^  April,  1869.  I  was  placed,  by 
the  order  of  Greneral  Terry,  in  command  of  Worth  Alabama,  and  have  exercised  that 
cdmmaikl  continually  ever  since,  except 'at  the  period  of  the  last  election,  when  I  was 
plaead  in  command  of  all  the  troops  in  the  State. 

Question,  Your  headquarters  are  at  Hontsville  f 

Answer,  Tee,  sir ;  iny  headqaarters  are  at  Huntsville. 

Questifm,  What  opportunities  or  means  have  you  had  of  informing  yourself  of  the 
condition  of  the  different  parts  of  Alabama  as  to  peace  and  order  and  the  enforcement 
of  the  laws  f 

Answer,  The  nature  of  my  duties  has  called  me  to  different  sections  of  the  State  re- 
peatedly,  and  the  instructions  that  I  have  received  from  my  military  superior  directed 
that  whenever  it  became  necessary,  I  was  to  confer  directly  with  the  governor  of  the  State 
m  all  matterrpertaining  to  the  interfBrenoe  of  the  military  with  the  civil  authorities. 
TWs  has  carried  me  to  Montgomery,  upon  the  requisition  ot  the  governor,  a  great  many 
times,  and  I  have  been  in  dinerent  portions  of  the  State  frequently,  and  have  had  free 
conferences  with  its  people  of  all  conditions,  with  the  exception  of  the  extreme  south- 
ern part  of  the  State.  The  southern  section  of  the  State  I  have  been  but  very  little 
in,  except  in  Mobile.    I  have  been  there  once  or  twice,  but  not  on  military  duty. 

Question,  If  there  have  been .  disturbances  of  the  peace,  occasioned  by  men  banded 
together,  which  have  been  reported  to  you,  or  have  otherwise  come  to  your  knowl- 
edge, you  may  furnish  the  committee  with  a  statement  of  the  cases,  and  the  par- 
ticnlars,  so  far  as  you  are  able  to  do  so. 

Answer.  When  I  came  first  to  Alabama,  and  for  some  months  afVer  the  establishment 
of  my  headquarters  at  Huntsville,  reports  of  disturbances  in  different  portions  of  the 
State  were  made  to  me  under  the  impression  that  the  military  had  authority  to  act 
directly.  Those  documents  I  have  preserved  *,  I  have  been  the  custodian  of  them. 
Some  are  originals,  but  generally  the  originals  have  been  transmitted  at  once  to  my 
superiors  for  their  action ;  these  extend  over  a  period  from  the  spring  of  1869  until 
the  end  of  1870.  Gradually  they  diminished  in  number,  both  in  consequence  of  the 
instructions  I  received,  and  from  the  gradual  knowledge  of  the  fact  by  the  people  of 
the  State,  that  the  military  had  not  authority  to  act  directly,  and  in  fact  that  never 
was  done.  These  applications  gradually  ceased  to  come  to  me,  until  now  I  receive 
scarcely  any.  During  my  stay  at  Huntsville,  and  particularly  in  the  early  part  of  it, 
I  was  constantly  sought  by  persons  who  complained  that  outrages  had  been  committed 
upon  them,  principally  negroes,  some  white  men,  and  who  were  anxious  to  make  state- 
ments. I  req^uirea,  in  all  cases,  that  they  should  make  these  statements  under  oath. 
These  affidavits  constitute  a  part  of  my  papers ;  several  of  them,  indeed  most  of  those 
affidavits,  I  have  here.  Some  I  have  sent  on,  but  I  have  retained  copies  of  all  I  received. 
It  was  my  object  to  do  so.  Some  of  these  disturbances  and  outrages  upon  people  I 
was  directed  to  examine.  Wherever  they  occurred  in  North  Alabama,  I  did  not  require 
that  authority,  but  examined  them  myself,  not  personally,  because  I  could  not  do  that, 
but  I  sent  officers  to  examine  them,  and  I  have  their  reports  among  these  papers. 
At  once  after  my  arrival  I  asked  General  Terry,  who  was  'then  placed  in  command 
of  the  department,  for  written  instructions  for  my  guidance,  and  I  received  from 
him  a  letter  which  I  submit  to  the  committee.  [The  witness  here  submits  to  the 
committee  a  document  which  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  his  testimony,  en- 
titled, "  Instructions  by  General  Terry  to  General  Crawford."]  These  instructions 
were  transmitted  with  copies  of  some  printed  instructions  sent  to  some  officer  acting 
in  (Georgia.  They  simply  required  the  constitutional  use  of  the  military,  and  that  we 
were  to  initiate  nothing  ourselves,  but  to  await  the  call  of  the  proper  civil  officers. 
Upon  this  letter  and  upon  these  instructions  my  action  in  the  whole  of  my  command  has 
been  based.  I  have  never  received  anything  which  has  tended  directly  or  indirectly 
to  set  them  aside.  I  therefore  told  the  most  of  these  people,  when  they  came  present- 
ing these  complaints  to  me,  that  they  must  first  apply  to  their  own  courts,  to  the  civil 
aathorities ;  that  I  could  not  assist  them  directly  by  military  aid.  In  almost  every 
instance  they  preferred,  and  the  negroes  especially  sought,  the  strong  arm  where  they 
eonld.  The  negro  did  not  seem  to liave  much  confidence  in  the  civil  authorities,  and 
did  not  know  what  to  do ;  they  were  ignorant  of  the  processes  of  the  courts  and  of  the 
laws.  Therefore  when  they  came  in,  my  habit  has  been  to  send  them  to  the  probate  judge 
of  Madison  County  or  the  clerk  of  the  court,  who,  without  charging  them,  would 
take  these  affidavits,  and  they  have  then  been  returned  to  me.  Subsequently  I 
pursued  this  plan,  as  I  was  required  to  do  by  the  geueral  commanding  the  depart- 
ment; I  would  send  these  papers  to  him  with  any  notes  in  the  case  that  1  thought 
proper  to  make,  and  frequently  I  would  send  copies  of  them  to  the  governor  of  the 
State,  and  in  one  or  two  instances  I  called  his  attention  directly  to  certain  things 
that  nad  been  done.  This  was  the  case  in  1869  especially.  A  very  aggravated  case 
occurred  in  Morgan  County.    A  man  from  there  came  directly  to  me,  1  believe,  be- 
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fore  he  had  been  anywhere  else.  His  name,  I  think,  was  Dean  Reynolds.  Hip  had 
been  attacked  by  disguised  men  in  a  place  called  Somerville,  in  Morgan  Coantj, 
where  he  lived ;  and  according  to  his  own  8 worn  statement,  which  I  had  no  oppor- 
tunity to  test,  and  he  had  never  been  cross-questioned,  he  had  been  much  maltreated 
by  disguised  men,  and  had  got  into  a  furious  fight  with  them,  in  which  he  had  torn 
the  disguise  j&om  their  faces  in  defending  himself  and  his  wire.  He  did  not  hesitate 
to  go  and  make  complaint  before  the  proper  authorities.  Warrants  were  issued ;  I 
was  called  upon,  and  sent  some  troops  there  under  an  officer  whose  report  was  made 
of  the  occurrence.  The  facts  app^r  in  the  report  of  the  officer  to  me.  I  know  noth- 
ing of  the  matter  personally.  This  man,  (Reynolds,)  after  making  the  statement 
against  these  parties  on  which  warrants  were  issued  and  put  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff 
for  their  arrest,  was  sent  down  by  me,  and  the  officer  was  directed  to  protect  him  while 
he  gave  his  evidence.  Judge  Ford,  the  probate  judge  of  the  county,  told  this  man  on 
his  appearance  in  court  that  the  arrests  had  not  yet  been  made.  In  the  afternoon  the 
sherin  came  in  with  these  men.  The  judge  had  told  Reynolds  he  had  bett^  go  home 
to  Madison  County,  and  he  would  apprise  him  when  the  arrests  were  made.  When  in 
the  afternoon  the  sheriff  came  in  with  these  men  against  whom  the  warraols  had  been 
issued,  the  judge  dismissed  the  case,  saying  that  there  was  no  public  prosecutor.  I 
called  the  attention  of  the  governor  to  this  case,  and  told  him  I  thought  it  ought  to  be 
investigated ;  but,  as  far  as  I  know,  that  was  the  last  of  it.  I  have  the  governor's  let- 
ter, and  the  report  of  the  officer  in  the  case,  if  the  committee  desire  them.  That  was 
in  the  earlier  part  of  my  service  here. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

QuestUm.  Have  you  the  report  here  which  that  officer  made  f 

Answer,  1  have.  Afterward,  as  I  stated  before,  it.  was  impossible  for  the  military,  ' 
under  their  instructions — for  me,  under  my  instructions — to  initiate  any  movement  in 
regard  to  the  matter.  I  simply  filed  all  these  papers  without  examination.  A  great 
many  of  them  are  of  importance  undoubtedly ;  others  I  do  not  think  are  of  great  im- 
portance. The  object  of  the  general  commanding  the  department  was  as  indicated  by 
his  instructions  to  me,  and  my  object  was,  as  far  as  possible,  to  commit  all  these  thiogs 
to  the  operation  of  the  civil  law  and  of  the  court-s.  It  was  when  that  could  not  be 
obtained,  and  it  was  so  declared,  that  troops  were  used  in  support  of  the  civil  officers, 
and  in  that  way  alone. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Are  you  able  to  furnish  the  committee  with  a  statement  of  the  cases  that 
were  reported  to  you  t 

Answer,  I  can,  sir ;  I  have  them  all  with  me. 

Question,  I  would  be  glad  if  you  would  take  them  up  case  by  case. 

Answer.  They  are  all  in  sequence  since  the  time  I  took  command.  There  is  a  large 
quantity  of  thetai,  and  about  many  of  the  cases  I  know  nothing  whatever  personally. 
Those  documents  have  been  divided  into  two  classes.  The  first  class  consists  of  those 
documents  and  papers  that  have  been  furnished  by  officers,  but  all  bear  upon  the  civil 
relations  of  the  State. 

Question.  Your  subordinate  officers  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Will  you  please  give  the  committee  the  substance  of  those  reports  t 

Answer,  The  first  class  consists  of  reports  of  investigations,  &c.,  by  officers,  with 
appended  documents,  for  the  year  1809.  The  second  class  for  that  year  consists  of  the 
applications  for  military  aid,  affidavits,  statements,  &c.,  from  civilians.  [The  docn- 
ments  mentioned  by  the  witness  will  be;  found  at  the  end  of  his  testimony,  classified 
and  numbered.] 

The  first  of  these  papers  is  dated  August  11,  1869,  and  was  written  by  myself  to 
Colonel  Joseph  H.  Taylor,  assistant  adjutant  general.  Department  of  the  South,  for- 
warding documents  in  the  case  of  Dean  Reynolds,  whom  I  spoke  of,  and  appended  to 
my  letter  are  the  official  report  of  First  Lieutenant  Keller,  who  was  In  charge  of  the 
detachment  at  Somerville ;  the  affidavit  of  Dean  Reynolds ;  my  appeal  to  the  governor 
of  the  State,  and  the  reply  of  his  excellency. 

The  second  paper  is  dated  August  23,  1809 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Before  leaving  that  case  I  would  like  to  ask  if  Dean  Reynolds  and  ihe 
other  party  in  that  case  are  within  the  reach  of  the  committee  t 

Answer,  De:in  Reynolds  is  at  Huutsvillo,  I  think.  He  left  that  part  of  the  countiy 
where  he  was  living,  Morgan  County,  and  came  away.  He  staid  about  Huntsville  un- 
til4ong  afterward,  coming  to  me  to  get  something  done  about  his  case,  but  I  felt  that 
I  had  no  authority  whatever  to  interfere  with  it.  I  had  left  it  with  the  governor. 
This  case  of  Judge  Ford,  or  Dean  Reynolds,  was  laid  before  the  foreman  of  tue  grand 
jury.  Judge  Charlton,  who  was  afterward  killed.    He  came  to  my  headquarters  at  the 
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session  of  the  spring  of  1870, 1  think,  and  asked  me  all  about  this  case.  Judge  Bus- 
teed  recalled  his  grand  jury,  which  was  unusual,  and  charged  them  on  the  civil-rights 
bill,  and  hold  that  this  case  or  this  action  of  Judge  Ford  came  directly  under  ttiat. 
Judge  Charlton  came  and  asked  me  for  the  circumstances,  and  they  had  my  papers  lie- 
fore  the  grand  jury.  What  was  done  I  do  not  know,  except  that  I  heard  that  the  grand 
Jury  found  several  bills  in  regard  to  Judge  Ford  and  others,  but  that  no  capias  was  ever 
issued  by  the  court.,  I  asked  the  marshal  subsequently  what  was  done,  and  he  snid 
he  did  not  know  that  anything  was  done ;  that  he  had  never  received  any  process.  I 
lost  sight  of  it  then. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qnesthn,  No  persons  were  ever  arrested  to  your  knowledge  t 
Answer,  No,  sir.  * 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  The  question  I  wanted  to  ask  was  whether  these  parties  are  not  all  within 
the  reach  of  this  committee  now,  so  that  they  could  take  that  testimony  direct  f 

Ansteer.  As  far  as  Dean  Reynolds  is  concerned,  I  do  not  know ;  but  all  the  others  are. 

Mr.  Blaih.  Then  I  wish  to  make  the  point  that,  if  these  parties  are  within  the  reach 
of  the  committee,  we  should  have  them  here,  and  nc^  take  these  ex  parte  statements. 

The  Chairman.  We  have  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  secondary  evidence  from  the 
beginning,  and  1  think  this  is  inaugurating  no  new  rule.  I  propose  to  examine  Gen- 
eral Crawford  upon  such  cases  as  have  been  reported  to  him,  supported  by  the  affida- 
vits of  the  parties  injured,  and  that  tbis  testimony  go  into  our  record  for  what  it  is 
worth.  Of  course,  where  it  is  practicable  to  reach  the  parties  themselves,  it  is  desiriv- 
ble  tbat  we  should  do  so,  and,  so  far  as  the  majority  of  the  committee  is  concerned, 
there  will  be  no  obstacle  interposed  to  having  them  brought  before  the  committee ; 
but  I  think  that  we  would  not  be  doing  the  duty  which  Congress  sent  us  here  to  per- 
form if  we  did  not  avail  ourselves  of  such  testimony  as  was  reported  to  General  Craw- 
ford, and  of  which  he  made  memoranda  at  the  time  and  has  kbpt  a  record. 

Mr.  B1.AII1.  I  have  no  objection,  as  a  matter  of  course,  to  this  testimony,  if  I  am  at 
liberty  to  call  parties  for  explanation  of  what  has  occurred  in  these  cases. 

The  Chairman.  No  obstacle  will  be  interposed,  if  it  is  desired  to  have  the  parties 
before  us  wherever  it  is  practicable.  You  are  aware,  of  course,  tbat  our  time  is  limited, 
and  we  have  to  visit  other  States,  so  that  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  the  committee 
could  reach  one-half  of  the  parties  who  have. complained  to  General  Crawford. 

Mr.  Blair.  Then  I  submit  that  we  should  not  attain  what  Congress  has  desired  of 
OS.  We  should  only  get  partial  statements  in  this  manner,  when  it  is  in  our  power  to 
make  a  thorough  investigation.  I  think  that  it  is  not  what  Congress  and  the  country 
desire  in  this  investigation. 

The  Chairman.  It  is  evidence  of  a  respectable  character,  since,  as  I  understand,  affi- 
davits of  these  facts  were  made  to  the  commanding  officer ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that, 
under  the  circumstances,  this  is  the  best  attainable  evidence,  since  it  is  quite  imprac- 
ticable to  get  all  these  parties,  now  scattered  through  different  portions  of  this  State 
and  other  States,  before  the  comifkittee. 

Mr.  Blair.  These  papers  do  not  profess  to  give  anything  more  than  one  side  of  the 
cases.  They  are  the  complaints,  and,  in  some  instances,  the  action  of  the  officers,  but 
do  not  profess  to  sift  the  matters,  or  to  give  any  real  result.  They  are  not  judicial 
investigations,  and  mislead  for  that  reason. 

The  Chairman.  I  cannot  think  that  it  was  in  the  contemplation  of  Congress  that  the 
committee  should  visit  the  locality  of  every  particular  outrage,  or  limit  itself  to 
simply  examining  the  party  outraged,  or  the  witnesses  who  actually  saw  the  violence. 
In  the  majority  of  cases  it  would  be  impossible  to  produce  the  witnesses,  inasmuch  as 
they  consist  frequently  of  the  very  persons  who  have  committed  the  outrages,  and  who 
were  hi  disguise. 

Mr.  Blair  :  I  supposed  that  we  were  sent  here  for  the  purpose  of  going  upon  the  ground 
to  verify  the  statements  and  obtain  the  actual  facts  in  the  case,  and  not  to  cram  our 
record  with  ex  parte  statements  of  persons  who  jprofessed  to  have  been  outraged,  with- 
out examining  into  the  case,  to  see  whether  tbeir  statements  were  true  or  false. 

The  Chairman:  Wherever  it  has  been  practicable  to  do  so,  the  committee  have  pre- 
ferred to  have  the  parties  outraged  or  those  who  were  witness  of  tbo  outrages  before  them ; 
half  as  you  are  aware,  it  is  quite  impracticable  to  do  that  in  the  great  majority  of 
cases,  and  we  must  content  ourselves  with  secondaiy  evidence,  the  vei-y  best  attainable, 
unless  we  choose  to  go  into  every  uegihborhood  where  the  law  has  been  violated. 
However,  your  objection  will  be  plac<^  on  the  record,  if  you  desire  a  vote  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Blair  :  I  desire  my  objection  to  be  placed  on  the  record.  I  do  so  in  this  case  on 
the  ground  that  we  have  left  the  neighborhood  where  these  transactions  took  place,  and 
there  is  no  possibility  of  my  getting  witnesses  in  regard  to  these  transactions  to  show 
their  real  nature,  and  whether  the  complaints  were  well  or  ill  founded. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Proceed  now  with  the  statement  of  the  cases. 

AnM%tfer.  After  this  complaint  was  made  in  August 

QwB8tian.  Is  that  the  Dean  Reynolds  case  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  already  submitted  his  affidavit.  After  that  was  made,  Isent 
an  officer  tb^re  to  make  an  examination  of  the  case,  and  on  August  7,  Iiieutenaitt 
Keller  returned  the  report  which  I  submit  to  you. 

Quetiion,  What  jud^e  does  Lieutenant  Keller  refsr  to  in  his  report  f 

Answer.  Judge  Ford,  the  probate  judge,  who  had  made  the  examination  in  this  eaie. 
My  letter  to  Governor  Smith,  asking  him  to  interfere  andiiave  these  men  arrested,  fol- 
lows, together  with  his  reply  that  he  would  call  upon  the  civil  authorities  to  do  theb 
duty.  That  was  all.  No  nirther  statement  was  brought  to  me ;  of  course,  it  would 
not  have  been  brought  to  me,  and  these  reports  were  all  sent  to  the  headquarters  of 
the  department.    I  never  heard  what  the  other  side  ha4  to  say  at  all. 

Question,  What  were  the  politics  of  Judge  Ford  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  be  certam.  I  think  he  was  rated  as  a  republican  for  a  long  time, 
but  I  do  not  know. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question,  Was  he  the  judge  who  was  appointed  after  Judge  Charlton  was  killed  t 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  was  elected  judge  before  Judge  Charlton  was  killed. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  He  was  elected,  I  presume,  at  the  election  when  the  constitution  was 
placed  before  the  people  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was. 

Question,  And  when  the  democrats  had  no  candidates  for  any  of  the  offices  f 

Anstver,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  that,  and  that  the  democrats  declined  to  make  vay 
nomination. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  Was  not  Judge  Charlton  the  judge  elected  and  afterward  killed? 
Answer.  Judge  Charlton  was  not  a  judge  at  the  time  he  was  killed.    He  had  been 
judge  of  probate  of  Morgan  County,  but  his  term  had  expired. 
]k&.  Pratt  :  This  man  Ford  signs  himself  probate  judge. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  I  believe  you  have  stated  everything  you  know  in  reference  to  this  case  t 

Answer.  Everything.  I  was  merely  the  medium  of  communication.  I  ordered  the 
investigation  in  accordance  with  orders  in  this  case,  and  sent  the  papers  up  to  head- 
quarters, and  I  asked  the  governor  to  interfere. 

Question.  Governor  Smith  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  at  that  time  governor  of  the  State.    He  replied  very  promptly. 

Question,  Yon  do  not  know  whether  the  case  was  really  investigated  before  the  ooort 
subsequently,  or  not  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not.  I  have  never  heard  of  it  since.  I  would  like  to  say  to 
the  committee  that  this  result  is  -characteristic  of  a  large  proportion  of  these  papers: 
that  is,  that  cases  more  or  less  similar  to  this  were  filed  with  me,  and,  unless  ordered 
to  Investigate  them,  I  heard  no  more  of  them. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  If  General  Blair  has  no  further  questions  concerning  that  case,  you  may 
proceed  to  the  next  case  on  your  list. 

Answer,  The  next  case  was  August  23, 1869.  Lieutenant  William  M.  Wallace,  United 
States  Army,  reports  regarding  an  outrage  upon  George  Moore  and  Robert  Roondtree, 
colored  citizens  of  Cherokee  County.  Api>ended  are  the  affidavits  of  Cynthia  Brvant 
and  Rienna  Barry,  colored,  and  the  statement  of  George  Moore,  colored,  with  the  affida- 
vit of  Joshua  L.  Belot-e,  white,  and  the  statement  of  Joshua  Hamilton,  white.  I  know 
nothing  about  that  case  myself.  I  do  not  think  it  was  ever  examined  at  all.  Here  is 
the  report  that  the  officer.  Lieutenant  Wallace,  made  to  me.     [See  Appendix.] 

Question.  Have  you  the  statement  of  the  girl  that  was  ravished? 

Ansu}€r,  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  statement  of  Cynthia  Bryant ;  she  does  not  confirm 
their  statements  ;  she  says  nothing  about  it.  That  occurred  near  Alpine  church,  Chenh 
koe  County,  Alabama ;  there  were  troops  sent  there  and  detaiued  there  for  some  tirae. 
I  believe  Alpine  is  right  across  the  State  line ;  Summerville  is  in  Georgia,  and  Alpine 
quite  close  to  it,  in  Bahama ;  that  report  I  transmitted,  and  I  know  nothing  foitber 
about  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  any  regular  proceedings  were  ever  taken  in  thit 

"^^  T^         ^^.  .  izedbyGoOQle 

Answer,  I  do  not  know,  sir.  o 

Question,  You  may  proceed  with  the  next  case  on  your  list. 
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Anmoer.  The  third  case  k  dated  August  24, 1869.  Captain  Ceorge  H.  McLoaghlin, 
Second  Infantry;  reports  the  arrival  of  John  Henry  Evans  at  his  camp,  at  McClnng 
Springs,  which  is  in  Madison  County,  and  his  statement  of  «  skirmish  between  the 
oolored  men  and  the  Ku-Klnx.    [See  Appendix.] 

Question,  Is  that  report  accompanied  by  anv  affidavits  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  is  jnst  a  statement  of  the  officer.  He  sent  the  man  back  with 
instructions,  that  if  the  disturbances  were  not  quelled,  let  him  know  by  courier ;  but 
they  were  quelled,  and  I  heard  nothing  more  of  them. 

Question,  You  may  proceed  with  the  next  case. 

Anmoer.  The  next^  or  fourth  case,  is  a  report  by  Captain  McLougfalin,  of  a  dtstorb- 

aaoe  at  Vienna,  in  the  northern  part  of  Alabama.    [See  Appendix.]    At  that  time  the 

northern  part  of  the  county  was  very  much  disturbed.    These  Evanses  gave  a  great 

deal  of  trouble,  but  it  was  all  changed  al^erward,  and  there  is  no  trouble  there  now, 

f  and  has  not  been  for  a  long  while. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Was  it  reported  that  these  Evanses  were  members  of  the  Ku-Klux  organi- 
zation T 

Answer,  No ;  not  by  any  evidence  that  I  regarded  as  reliable  at  all.  Indeed,  I  do  not 
know  that  it  was  reported  at  all ;  they  were  just  bad  men  in  thatsection  of  the  country, 
lawless  men,  who  were  constantly  in  trouble.  In  some  of  these  documents,  subsequently, 
you  will  find  where  the  best  citizens—indeed,  every  one  of  them  democrats— call  upon 
me  for  assistance,  and  I  sent  troops  there,  and  things  were  quieted. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  Will  you  proceed  with  the  next  case  f 

Answer,  Tne  n^xt  case,  No.  5,  of  class  first,  [see  Appendix,]  is  a  report  by  Lieuten- 
ant M.  Frank  Gallagher,  Second  Infantry^-he  was  re^mental  quartermaster  at  the 
time — dated  August  27, 1869,  regarding  the  state  of  affairs  in  Greene  County,  Alabama. 
I  sent  him  down  there  for  that  purpose;  I  am  not  certain  whether  I  received  an  order 
to  send  him  or  not.    There  was  complaint  from  there,  of  a  serious  character. 

Question,  Was  this  subsequent  to  the  killing  of  Boyd  f 

Answer,  No,  sirj  it  was  before  the  killing  of  Boyd;  that  was  done  in  1870.  I  sent 
Lieatenant  Harkms  to  exaipine  into  that  murder,  and  his  report  is  here.  I  received 
constant  application  from  the  civil  officers  there,  desiring  to  have  an  examination,  and 
I  sent  one  of  my  officers  there  to  examine  and  report.  This  officer.  Captain  Gallagher, 
in  this  report,  is  giving  his  own  opinion,  as  yon  see.  He  was  a  young  officer ;  he  waa 
with  General  Sibley,  in  Georgia,  and  was  in  charge  of  civil  matters  from  the  very  end 
of  the  war.  I  do  not  think  the  troops  were  at  that  time  sent  to  Greene  County.  I 
think  the  reason  was,  we  didn't  have  them  to  send,  but  persons  were  constantly  ap- 
plying for  ti-oops  to  be  sent  there,  and  to  be  stationed  m  that  section  of  the  State. 
The  Hon.  Charles  Hays  applied  at  Washington  and  applied  to  me.  I  have  his  letter 
aome  where. 

Question,  Will  you  proceed  with  the  next  case  f 

Answer,  The  sixth  case  is  dated  October  1, 1869,  and  is  a  report  of  First  Lieutenant 
James  Miller,  Second  Infantry,  regarding  the  intimidation  of  voters ;  appended  to  it 
is  a  list  of  registered  colored  voteis,  together  with  the  affidavits  of  John  Stewart  and 
Isadas  H.  Davis.  [See  Appendix.]  It  is  a  case  in  De  Kalb  County,  Alabama.  These 
were  political  matters,  election  matters ;  though  they  came  to  me  in  my  papers,  I  took  no 
action  in  regard  to  them,  as  being  not  within  the  scope  of  my  duty.  That  officer.  Lieu- 
tenant Miller,  was  down  there  during  the  election,  and  took  these  notes  and  sent  t^em 
up  for  my  general  information.  ^ 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  Do  you  know  Mr.  Dox  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  very  well  Indeed. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  be  ever  used  any  such  language  as  is  stated  in  these  papers  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  is  very  doubtful,  indeed.  I  have  spoken  to  him  on  that  subject;  I 
told  him  I  had  such  a  paper.  He  came  to  me  once  about  it,  and  said  it  was  utterly 
untrue ;  that  he  had  never  made  any  such  statement. 

Question.  lYom  what  you  know  of  Mr.  Dox,  and  his  conduct,  living  right  in  Hnnts- 
ville,  or  near  there,  his'  conduct  as  a  matter  of  course  has  been  under  your  observa- 
tion  

Answer,  It  has  been. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  one  word  of  this  statement  from  what  you  know  of  him  f 

Answer,  1  must  say  there  is  nothing  that  I  have  ever  known  of  Judge  Dox  which 
would  make  me  believe  that  it  was  true.  I  had  a  long  talk  with  him  about  it ;  we 
discussed  it  very  thoroughly,  and  I  told  him  I  was  very  much  surprised  to  hear  it. 
Bat  one  thing  I  would  Ime  to  sa^  about  the  judge — when  he  gets  on  the  stump  he  says 
some  very  reckless  tilings  sometimes,  and  what,  in  the  heat  of  the  campaign,  &o.,  nt 
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misht  say,  I  cannot  tell.  This  I  never  investigated,  because  I  have  tried,  as  far  as  I 
had  any  iidminiQtration  in  Alabama,  to  avoid  any  political  matters  at  all.  It  was  their 
own  affair,  and  except  where  I  was  called  upon  in  my  office  as  a  soldier  to  interfsre,  I 
have  kept  oat  of  it.  I  do  not  believe  that  Judge  Dox  ever  made  the  statement  attriba- 
t^  to  him. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

QuesUan.  Was  Jndge  Dox  a  candidate  for  Congress  at  the  time  of  this  alleged 
statement  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  he  was  making  the  canvass.  I  asked  Lieutenant  Miller  if  he  bud 
talked  to  these  men  that  made  the  affidavit  about  him ;  he  said  he  had,  and  the  men 
Adhered  to  it. 

QuestUm,  Was  the  officer  of  opinion  that  t^e  witnesses  were  to  be  believed  t 

Afiswer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  asked  that  question.        '  i 

Question.  He  saw  them  and  conversed  with  them  ? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  they  confirmed  the  statements  made  in  the  affidavits? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  whether  he  questioned  them  on  that,  but  he  said  he  believed 
them. 

Question.  Well,  proceed  to  the  next  case. 

Answer.  The  next  case,  No.  7,  class  first,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  dated  October  2, 
1869,  and  is  a  report  made  by  Lieutenant  Charles  Keller,  Second  Infantry,  transmitting 
certificate  of  Judge  Huunioiitt,  which  is  appended  to  it,  certifying  that  no  election  was 
held  in  precinct  No.  1,  Cleburne  County,  nfth  congressional  district  of  Alabama,  and 

flving  the  reason  rendered  by  the  inspector  therefor.  That  is  another  political  paper 
do  not  know  anything  about,  except  what  may  appear  on  its  face ;  indeed,  I  do  not 
know  that  I  ever  read  it  before. 

Question.  Proceed  to  the  next  case. 

Answer.  Case  No.  8,  class  first,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  a  report  of  Lieutenant  Keller, 
dated  October  26,  1869,  of  the  murder  of  a  negro  in  Calhoun  County,  and  Che  measures 
taken  to  arrest  the  murderers. 

The  next,  or  No.  9,  of  class  first,  is  also  a  report  of  Lieutenant  Keller,  dated  Novem- 
ber 14,  1869,  Cross  Plains,  Calhoun  County,  Alabama,  of  outrages  ijerpetrated  by  dis- 
guised men.  These  are  all  the  papers  of  the  first  plass,  as  I  filed  them,  belonging  to  the 
same  class  of  things  and  covering  the  time  to  the  end  of  1869. 

The  second  class  are  applications  for  rtiilitary  aid,  affidavits,  statements,  &c.,  ttom 
civilians,  and  covering  the  same  period  of  time. 

The  first  of  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  of  date  June  15, 1869,  and  is  tb© 
affidavit  df  Diana  Williams,  concerning  a  Ku-Klux  outrage,  in  which  she  was  whipped, 
three  miles  from  Rodgerville,  Lauderdale  County,  Alabama,  on  the  12th  of  June. 

The  next  case.  No.  2,  of  class  second,  [see  Appendix,]  is  the  affidavit  of  G.  Comoros, 
in  regard  to  the  Ku-KInx  taking  arms  from  tue  plantation  on  which  he  was  working 
and  also  from  adjoining  plantations ;  also  searching  all  houses  for  money  and  arms, 
June  5.  1869. 

No.  3,  of  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  a  letter  dated  Hnntsville,  July  7, 1869, 
from  L.  M.  Douglass,  probate  judge,  stating  that  the  civil  authorities  of  Madison 
County  are  insumcieut  to  check  outrages,  and  requesting  that  troops  be  sent  to  locali- 
ties where  depredations  are  most  frequently  committed.  I  would  like  to  say  to  the 
committee  that  this  letter  came  to  me  in  consequence  of  a  refusal  on  my  i>art  to  act 
with  the  military,  as  I  regarded  my  duty  under  my  instructions,  unless  the  civil  officers 
would  call  upon  me  for  aid,  either  the  governor  of  the  State,  or  the  probate  Judge,  or 
the  sheriff,  or  a  Justice  of  t^e  peace,  or  some  one  authorized  to  call  a  posse. 

Question.  Did  you  take  any  action  in  consequence  of  that  letter  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  sent  troops  to  the  point  where  they  were  recjuired.  I  do  not 
remember  what  particular  point  it  was,  but  I  sent  them.  There  is  still  another  letter, 
which  Judge  Douglas  transmitted  to  me. 

No.  4,  of  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  an  affidavit  of  Daniel  Vix,  dated  Jnly 
12, 1869,  concerning  an  attack  upon  his  house  by  disguised  men,  on  the  Idth  of  July, 
1869.  It  was  to  such  papers  that  I  referred  when  I  said  that  some  of  them  had  no 
weight  whatever.  I  recollect  this  man  indistinctly,  -but  I  know  he  was  very  much 
frightened,  and  that  he  knew  scarcely  anything  of  his  own  knowledge,  but  his  affidavit 
was  made,  and  I  filed  it. 

The  next  case  is  No.  5,  of  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  and  is  dated  Jnly  28, 
1869,  and  is  the  stat'Cment  of  the  deputy  sheriff,  Joseph  Lee,  concerning  outrages  in 
Lawrence  County.  I  endeavored  always  to  obtain  a  positive  statement  and  atfldarits 
from  the  civil  officers  of  the  counties,  and  in  nearly  every  instance  I  got  them. 

No.  6,  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  an  affidavit  of  James  Sanford,  Jnly  94« 
1869,  concerning  the  murder  of  Lewis  Campbell  by  disguised  men.  The  statement  of 
Mary  Campbell,  the  widow  of  Lewis  Campbell,  is  No.  9,  which  we  will  come  to  la  a 
moment.    Bhe  went  to  court  and  made  that  statement.    Sanford  had  made  his  state- 
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meat,  and  was  told  by  the  probate  Jadge  that  the  wife  most  come  in  and  give  her  tee* 
iiiQony,  and  her  f^davit  is  document  No.  9. 

The  next  case.  No.  7,  of  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  a  letter  of  Joseph  P. 
Doyle,  sheriff  of  Madison  County,  askinfi;  for  military  aid  to  arrest  certain  murderers. 
Upon  the  receipt  of  a  letter  like  that,  I  considered  that  the  entire  conditions  were 
complied  with  under  the  law  and  my  instructions,  and  upon  such  a  demand  it  was  my 
duty  to  furnish  all  the  troops  I  could.  The  sheriff  of  Madison  County  did  this,  because 
I  lived  there  and  I  knew  the  people.  To  all  outward  appearances  everything  to  me 
seemed  quiet,  but  in  that  early  period  there  were  serious  disturbances,  which  have 
since  qmeted  down  remarkably. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QuesHon,  What  d^d  yon  do  when  you  received  that  letter  f 

Anmoer.  I  sent  for  the  sheriff,  and  asked  him,  "  Where  are  these  murderers,  and  where 
do  you  want  troops  ? "  He  said  he  wanted  to  make  some  arrests,  and  wanted  some 
men.  I  gave  him  some  men.  He  wanted  some  troops  stationed  in  Vienna,  I  think,  or 
at  Madison  Station.  I  sent  them  down  at  once,  as  soon  as  I  found  that  he  was  going 
to  control  them  himself. 

Question.  Did  you  find  such  a  condition  of  af(iEkirs  as  is  described  in  that  letter  f 

Answer.  I  did  not ;  I  scarcely  ever  investigated.    K  the  civil  officers  wanted  the 
troops,  that  ended  my  investigation. 
.    Question.  You  knew  the  resmt  of  the  operation  of  your  own  troops? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  for  I  considered  them,  then,  a  posse  in  the  hands  of  the  civil  officer. 

Question.  They  never  reported  to  you,  then  ? 

Answer.  The  civil  officers  scarcely  ever  reported  to  me. 

Question,  l^o  you  not  know  outside  of  any  report  of  that  civil  officer  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  If  there  had  been  such  a  state  of  affairs  in  the  county  as  reported  Athere, 
woiUd  it  not  have  been  the  duty  of  that  officer  to  report  it  f  ' 

.     Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  while  the  civil  officers  never  made  me  any  report,  my  officers  always 
reported. 

Question.  Did  your  officers  report  any  such  condition  of  affairs  as  was  reported  by  the 
sheriff? 

Answer.  General  lawlessness  that  was  exhibited  or  tangible  ?  No.  But  particular 
instances  there  were,  and  some  very  bad  cases,  which  undoubtedly  required  the  assist- 
ance of  troops.  That  opens  a  question  that  I  would  be  glad  to  speak  of  to  the  com- 
mission ;  ana  that  is,  the  general  character  of  the  civil  officers  throughout  the  State 
where  I  came  in  contact  with  them.  This  man  Doyle  was  very  generally  looked  upon 
by  the  people  as  wanting  in  stability  and  character.  He  had  neither  influence  nor  au- 
thority.  He  was  a  man  who  was  intoxicated  nearly  all  his  time,  and  I  sometimes  hesitated 
very  much  in  regard  to  letting  him  have  the  use  of  the  military,  simply  on  account  of 
his  personal  character.  I  would  let  the  probate  judge,  Douglass,  have  them  when  he 
would  say  it  was  necessary  in  order  to  '*  preserve  tne  peace.''  At  that  time,  in  the 
beginning  of  1H70,  and  in  1869,  it  was  necessary.  * 

QuesHon.  In  reference  to  this  loose  application  of  Doyle,  in  which  case  you  furnished 
him  troops  upon  his  requisition,  do  you  recollect  anything  at  that  time  that  justified 
the  declarations  that  he  made  in  his  application,  of  general  lawlessness  and  the  neces- 
sity for  troops  ? 

Answer.  As  to  general  lawlessness  over  that  entire  county,  no ;  bnt  at  particular 
points  there  was  lawlessness,  and  to  those  particular  points  he  addressed  himself  with 
these  troops. 

Question.  What  report  was  made  to  you  in  reference  to  this  particular  application  by 
the  officer  whom  you  employed  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  quite  certain  now  whether  that  was  a  general  requisition  upon  me, 
that  at  any  time  when  he  wanted  them  he  could  get  them,  or  whether  it  was  for  par- 
ticular instances  specified.  I  know  he  began  to  send  here  and  there  and  everywhere. 
In  Meridian,  eight  miles  from  my  headquarters,  disguised  men  made  their  appearance,  and 
the  civil  officers  wanted  troops.  I  said,  "  Very  well,  if  the  civil  officers  cannot  execute 
the  law,  let  the  sheriff  apply,  and  state  that  fact,  and  he  shall  have  every  man  I  have;" 
and  finally  they  got  Doyle  to  do  this.  I  was  alive  to  the  fact  that  the  use  of  the  mili- 
tary, cfepecially  under  my  instructions,  required  the  civil  officer  to  satisfy  me  that  a 
condition  of  things  existed  in  which  he  was  powerless ;  and  I  think  they  virtually  made 
that  statement  to  me,  and  such  I  found  to  be  the  faet. 

Question.  Didr  you  not  ascertain  whether  the  statement  was  justified  either  at  the 
time  or  subsequently  ? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  not  in  all  instances.  I  had  no  legal  right  to  do  that.  I  did  that 
for  my  own  information  and  guidance ;  but  it  did  not  infiuence  me  in  sending  troops, 
because  I  was  acting  as  a  ministerial  officer  for  the  execution  of  the  laws. 

(^iestion.  As  to  your  private  information,  was  this  application  justified  j  did  you  dis- 
cover afterward  that  it  was  ? 

Answer.  In  every  case,  no,  sir. 
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ByJfaeCHATRMAK: 
Question.  1  nnilerstand  yoa  to  say,  however,  that  there  were  repeated  instaneei^f 
lawlessneiss  in  Madison  County  by  bands  of  men  disgaised,  dming  1869  f 
Afuwer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Madison  County  is  a  large  county,  Is  it  not  f 
Answer,  Yes,' sir. 

Question,  Some  portions  of  it  are  mountainous  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Did  not  the  necessity  for  employing  troops  result,  in  your  opinion,  from  the 
worthless  character  of  those  officers  as  much  as  from  anything  else  f 

Answer,  I  think  so,  decidedly. 

Question.  If  he  had  been  a  faithful  and  efficient  officer,  would  troops  hare  been  neces- 
sary? 

Anstcer.  If  he  had  been  such  an  officer,  and  had  possessed  the  confidence  of  the  people, 
I  think  he  could  have  executed  the  laws  in  the  mtgority  of  instances,  but  not  in  alL 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  he  sheriff  very  long  of  that  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  he  is  sheriff  still.  I  went  down  to  Montgomery,  and  there 
tried  to  get  some  sort  of  an  act  passed  by  which  they  could  reUeve  these  worthless 
sheriffs,  because  I  found  that  this  was  the  great  stumbling-block  in  the  State — the  in- 
efficiency of  these  civil  officers.  They  woula  get  into  difficulty,  and  could  not  execnte 
the  law,  and  the  only  course  was  to  call  a  posse  to  enforce  it.  The  first  desire  wa*  to 
call  for  soldiers,  and  as  soon  as  they  got  them  they  would  get  behind  them,  expectmg 
the  soldiers  to  do  everything. 

Question.  Did  not  Mr.  Doyle  resign  some  time  ago  f 

Answer,  I  believe  he  did.  It  will  be  seen,  when  we  come  to  investigate  some  mat- 
ters in  Morgan  County,  that  a  state  of  lawlessness  existed  there—not  political  at  all 
but  there  was  great  difficulty,  and  you  will  see  the  action  of  that  sheriff  there^  aoa 
what  he  did. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuestUm.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  sheriff  could  have  commanded  the  services  of  an 
efficient  civil  posse  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  arrests  of  these  lawless  men  f 

Answer,  I  t£ink  a  ^eriff  who  had  the  confidence  of  the  people  there  could  havedooe 
BO ;  in  other  words,  I  think  if  the  sheriff  had  been  a  democrat,  he^could  have  done  it, 
against  persons  distasteful  to  the  community. 

Question.  I  was  about  asking  whether  this  want  of  confidence  in  the  sheriff  arose,  in 
ft  measure,  from  his  political  sentiments  f 

Answer.  That  that  had  something  to  do  with  it,  I  believe.  I  certainly  think  so ;  bat 
it  had  not  all  to  do  with  it.  There  was  also  the  worthless  character  of  the  man— the 
utter  want  of  confidence  by  the  people  in  him. 

Question.  Proceed  with  the  next  case. 

Answer.  The  next  case,  No.  8.  of  class  second,  [see  Appendix,]  is  that  of  E.  M.  Mnlli- 
gan,  a  school-teacher,  who  makes  an  affdavit,  July  30, 18G9,  in  regard  to  a  Ku-Klux 
outrage  near  New  Market*  in  Madison  County,  July  26. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
^^Question.  Did  you  make  any  examination  of  that  case  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  the  man ;  he  came  to  see  me,  and  reiterated  the  statement  contuned 
in  this  affidavit. 

Question.  Did  you  make  any  fhrther  examination  than  that  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  what  was  the  reason.  I  do  not  know  whether  it 
was  in  that  case  or  a  similar  one,  jnst  about  that  time  that  I  called  the  attention  of  the 
civil  officers  to  it.  I  sent  for  Doyle,  and  told  him  of  this  thing,  and  I  think  the  civil 
officers  did  make  an  examination.  I  would  not  have,  under  the  circumstances,  any  ia- 
formation.  I  did  not  feel  that  it  was  right  in  me  to  have  anything  to  do  with  it,  un- 
less I  was  called  upon  by  the  civil  officers.  I  sent  this  paper  to  department  head- 
quarters. This  man  left  that  part  of  the  country  at  once  and  came  down  to  Huntsvflk. 
Isaw  him  f.wo  or  three  times  about  this  thing. 

The  document  No.  9,  of  class  second,  [see  Appendix,]  is  the  affidavit  x)f  Mary  Camp- 
bell, in  regard  to  the  murder  of  her  husband,  Wm.  Campbell,  by  the  Ku-KIux,  of  wbidi 
I  spoke  before  in  connection  with  No.  6. 

No.  10,  class  second,  1870,  [see  Appendix,]  is  a  letter  from  Captain  G.  H.  McLangUia* 
August  4, 18G9,  inclosing  a  statement  of  Isham  Henry,  in  regard  to  au  outrage  ofOfi 
his  person  by  the  Ku-Elux,  in  March,  and  a  second  visit  in  August,  1869. 

No.  11,  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  an  affidavit  of  Samuel  Maatiii,  Amwt 
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7, 1869,  in  regard  to  his  being  robbed  by  the  Kn-KIcix  of  his  guD,  watch,  and  othei 


JTo.  i2y  class  second,  1669,  [see  Ajjpendix,]  is  an  affidavit  of  Moses  B.  Sullivan,  ^ 
minister,  concerning  warning  and  ill-treatment  received  by  him  from  the  Kn-Klux 
on  the  11th  of  May,  1H69,  in  Marshall  County,  Alabama. 

By  Mr.  Buckley.  I  think  that  affidavit  has  already  been  filed,  and  is  attached  to  the 
tesdmouy  of  Mr.  Lakin,  which  was  taken  at  Washington. 

The  Chairman.  Then  it  may  be  omitted  here. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  Did  you  have  anything  done  in  reference  to  that  affidavit  of  Sullivan  f 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qu€9tio7i,  Was  no  examinaticni  made  into  tlie  flMts  stated  by  him  f 
JiiMPer.  No,  si#;  I  think  not. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Proceed  with  your  statement  of  cases. 

Answer.  The  next  case,  No.  13,  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  the  affidavit  of 
Henrv  Rivers,  August  25, 1869,  in  regard  to  his  being  shot  by  Benjamin  Evans,  on  the 
23d  of  August,  1669. 

Qumfiofi,  Did  you  ever  cause  that  case  to  be  investigated  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  directed  it  to  be  investigated,  but  there  was  some  difficulty  about 
it ;  the  man  ran  away.  It  was  in  a  part  of  the  country  which  is  very  si^arsely  settled,  up 
in  Marshall  County.  That  place  got  so  bad  that  I  subsequently  stationed  troops  up 
there,  and  everythmg  has  since  become  quiet. 

The  next  case,  No.  14,  class  second,  1%9,  [see  Appendix,]  is  the  affidavit  of  W.  C. 
Btephens,  August  26,  1869,  in  regard  to  an  attempt  to  arrest  W.  !^.  Evans,  John  Evans^ 
Robert  Ice,  Burgers  Finell,  and  Green  Morton,  on  the  21st  of  August,  1669,  for  disgnis- 
ingjfchemselves  and  going  to  a  house  and  forcibly  taking  a  shot-^un. 

The  next  case,  No.  15.  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  the  affidavit  of  Nathan  • 
Meeks,  September  1, 1869,  in  regard  to  dis^vuised  men  or  Ku-Klux  entering  a  house 
forcibly,  on  the  night  of  August  31, 1869.  I  immediately  sent  this  to  the  civfi  officers, 
and  informed  them  about  it,  and  turned  the  case  over  to  them  for  examination ;  it  was 
in  the  town  of  Huntsville.  I  inquired  of  other  citizens  if  they  knew  anything 
about  these  men,  but  I  could  learn  nothing. 

Qwsstion.  Was  any  action  ever  taken  in  the  case  by  the  civil  aothorities  f 

Answer,  That  I  do  not  know. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  There  would  have  been  no  difficulty  in  that  last  case  in  Huntsville,  in 
arresting  the  parties  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  a  bit. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  they  were  or  wer6  not  arrested  t 
Answer.  They  were  not. 

Question.  Was  no  action  taken  by  the  judicial  authorities  at  all  f 
.iiiitic^.«No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question,  Had  yon  any  reason  to  doubt  the  truth  of  Nathan  Meeks's  statement  T 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Are  the  authorities  at  Huntsville  all  republicans  f  Is  the  judge  of  pro- 
bate T 

Anstcnr.  The  judge  of  probate  is  a  republican. 

Question.  The  sheriff  T 

Ansicer.  He  is  not  now :  he  was  at  that  time.  .  . 

Question.  At  that  time  they  were  all  republicans.  Could  there  have  been  the  slightest 
difficulty  in  arresting  these  men  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  were  ready  to  give  them  any  force  necessary  f 

Answci',  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  They  made  no  application  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir.  I  may  say  that  on  occasions  of  that  sort,  a  great  many  people  are 
apt  to  look  upon  it  as  of  not  much  importance ;  I  asked  in  regard  to  those  disguised 
men,  if  it  was  possible  that  ni^en  would  put  on  disguises  there,  right  in  town.  A  great 
many  men  rejected  the  idea  at  once,  and  gave  some  explanation  of  it,  I  do  not  know 
what :  and  they  told  me  young  Scruggs  was  a  wild  young  fellow,  and  so  on  ;  and  that 
nrobajbly,  if  it  was  done,  it  was  mermy  to  frighten  some  man,  and  not  with  the  inten- 
tion of  doing  anything  wrong.    I  may  say  this,  that  generally  throughout  that  whole 
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district,  I  do  not  mean  the  congressional  district,  but  that  district  of  country  they 
were  taking  arms  from  the  negroes.  That  was  the  general  information  that  I  got  at 
that  time. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

^u£8tion.  Did  yon  understand  that  there  was  a  systematic  effort  to  disarm  the  negroes 
previous  to  the  election  f 

Answer,  I  could  scarcely  say  it  was  systematic,  hut  it  was  done ;  I  heard  of  it  at  so 
many  different  points.  Tbey  were  going  to  negroes^  houses,  and,  without  ii\juring  them, 
would  take  away  their  guns. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  That  grow  out  of  an  apprehension  of  trouble  from  that  source  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  they  would  make  a  misuse  of  them — a  w Ang  use  of  these 
arms. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuestUm,  Do  you  mean  by  wrongful  use,  defending  themselves  in  their  cabinaf 

Anstver,  I  do  not  know  about  defending  themselves  in  their  cabins,  but  if  they  got 
together  they  would  be  formidable  with  arms,  they  not  being  able  to  use  the  ahna 
with  judgment  as  an  armed  body.    This  was  the  alleged  reason. 

Questian,  Was  there,  in  your  opinion,  any  well-founded  ground  of  apprehension  l^t 
the  negroes  would  use  their  arms  except  in  self-defense  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  they  not  use  them  on  a  very  noted  occasion  in  1866,  in  the  city  «f 
Huntsville,  during  the  riot  there  f 

Answer,  That  was  before  I  came,  sir,  and  I  know  nothing  about  it.  Yoa  mean  when 
»  the  Eu-Klux  came  in  there  f 

Question^  Yes,  sir ;  when  they  rode  around  the  square. 

Answer,  I  know  nothing  of  it  except  as  I  have  heard ;  I  was  not  there. 

Q,uesUon,  I  understand  that  you  know  nothing  of  any  of  these  matters  to  which  yoa 
are  testifying,  except  from  information  f 

Answer,  From  information. 

QuesUon.  You  must  have  had  information  in  regard  to  that  f 

Answer.  But  my  information  has  been  more  carefully  acquired  since  I  have  beea  in 
the  State  and  had  responsibility.  I  have  heard  them  say  that  these  negroes  were  armed, 
and  at  this  riot  wei-e  shooting. 

Question,  And  that  they  commenced  firing  on  that  occasion  f 

Ansv)er,  So  I  have  heard  it  stated. 

S Question.  Hence  there  was  an  apprehension  that  they  would  use  these  arms  wrongs 
y,  growing  out  of  that  instance  of  recent  origin  in  that  part  of  the  State  and  ofio- 
ers.    It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  they  took  these  arms  merely  for  the  value  of  them  f 
Answer.  No ;  I  think  not 

By  the  Chairman  :  • 

Question,  Is  it  your  opinion  that  these  arms  were  taken  from  the  negroes  in  view  ci 

the  election  that  was  to  come  off  in  the  fall  of  1869 ;  that  is,  that  the  disarming  of  ihd 

negroes  had  an^  reference  whatever  to  that  eleotion  f 
Answer,  No,  sir  j  I  do  not  know  that  it  had. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  How  were  these  guns  obtained  by  the  negroes  generally ;  were  they  arms 
thev  had  brought  from  the  war  with  them  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  them  were. 

J3y  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Others  they  procured  to  shoot  game— birds,  squirrels,  and  the  like  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  nad  bought  a  great  many. 

Question,  The  white  people  of  Madison  County  generally  have  arms  in  their  hoaaes, 
have  they  not  f 

Ansu^er,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  they  generally  carry  arms  upon  their  persons  so  far  as  your  knowleds^ 
extends  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  a  certain  class  of  them  do ;  I  think  the  young  men  do. 

Question,  Do  they  generally  go  armed  t 

Ansujer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  generallv  go  armed. 

Question,  You  may  proceed  with  the  next  case.  ^       ^^  C^  nnc 

Answer.  No.  16,  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  ^Me'g^^rJaek  White,  iriw 
makes  affidavit  September  20,  1869,  in  regard  to  disguised  men  entering  bis  Mse 
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forcibly  on  the  night  of  Angnst  31, 1669,  taking  his  pistol,  maltreating  Tom  Hawkine,* 

QfUsHon.  In  this  connection,  I  wonlcl  like  to  inquire  of  yon,  general,  whether,  so  far 
M  yonr  information  extends,  these  negroes  who  were  thus  deprived  of  their  arms  ever 
obtained  anv  legal  redress  in  the  coarts,  or  recovered  their  arms  or  compensation  for 
their  value  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  of  an  instance  in  which  they  did. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qn^iHon,  As  these  parties  were  identified  by  the  negroes  in  some  of  the  instances  in 
the  aflBdavits  which  you  have  submitted,  was  there  any  cause  why  they  did  not  obtain 
a  remuneration  for  them  except  the  inefficiency  of  the  officers? 

Antwer.  That  I  do  not  know.  I  simply  turned  over  these  statements  when  they  were 
made  to  me  to  the  sheriff,  and  directed  the  people  when  they  applied  to  me  to  go  to 
the  State  officers,  saying  that  the  Stato  officers  were  the  proper  ones  from  whom  to 
seek  redress.  I  did  that  in  every  instance.  Frequently  I  saw  the  sheriffs  and  other 
offieers,  and  asked  them  if  they  would  look  into  these  things. 

By  the  Chairmak  : 

Qnestum.  Does  your  information  enable  you  to  state  to  the  committee  what  was  done 
by  these  bands  of  disguised  men  with  these  arms ;  whether  they  appropriated  them 
to  t^eir  personal  use  or  destroyed  them,  or  stored  them  away  ? 

AfUfcer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know.  Reliable  Information  of  that  character  is  very  dif- 
ficult to  obtain. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
QwsHom,  Is  it  your  information  that  in  most  instances  these  arms  were  taken  by  dis- 
guised men  f 
Mtmoer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Queation,  What  was  the  pretext  generally  assigned  for  taking  them  from  the  ne- 
groest 

Anmctr,  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  any  reasons  given.  They  just  pressed 
themselves  of  them.    They  did  not  want  the  negroes  to  have  them. 

Question.  Proceed  with  ^onr  statement  of  cases. 

Anmper.  The  next  case  is  No.  17,  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  and  is  an  appli- 
cation for  troops  from  thirty-three  citizens  of  Vienna,  who  desire  military  protection  for 
themselves  and  their  property.  Nearly  all  of  them  are  members  of  the  democratic 
party. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  subscribers  to  that  paper  were  white 
men  and  democrats  T 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  a  ^eat  majority  of  them  were  democrats }  that  I  took  occasion  to 
find  out;  indeed,  they  informed  me  so. 

Question.  What  action  was  taken  by  yon  on  that  application  f 

Answer.  I  sent  troops  to  them,  and  they  remained  there  and  produced  a  good  effect 
in  that  county.    We  nave  had  no  trouble  there  since. 

Question.  Does  Marshall  County  adjoin  Madison  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Go  on  with  your  statement. 

Answer,  The  next  case.  No.  18,  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  an  application, 
September  20, 1869,  from  several  gentieraen  at  Terrapin  Creek,  Cleburne  County,  in- 
cluding W.  R.  Hnnnicutt,  judge  of  probate,  asking  a  cnange  of  troops,  and  that  they 
be  brought  from  Edwardsville  to  Cross  Plains,  in  Calhoun  County,  in  that  neighbor- 
hood. Cross  Plains  is  only  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Patona.  The  troops  were  with- 
drawn and  sent  to  that  place. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  character  of  the  signers  of  that  application  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  indorsed  by  .Jud^e  Hannicuttf 

Answer.  It  was  indorsed  by  the  oivil  officers,  and  that  induced  me  to  act. 

The  next  case.  No.  19,  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  a  letter  of  Robert  Feam, 
a  gentleman  well  known  in  Huntsville,  he  is  a  planter,  requesting  military  protection 
for  the  Vienna  district.  This  refers  to  the  former  application.  That  was  followed  by 
a  person  who  came  in  and  confirmed  the  whole  thing ;  though  Mr.  Feam's  statement 
would  have  been  sufficient  for  me.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  high  social  prominence  and 
an  old  resident  of  Madison  County.  He  has  a  large  place  which  he  plants,  nearly  op- 
posite to  Guutersville,  on  the  Tennessee  River. 

Question.  What  was  his  political  status  f 

Answer.  He  is  a  democrat,  and  always  has  been,  I  sent  the  troops,  and  went  up 
there  to  look  into  the  condition  of  things.    It  was  very  bad,  indeed.    There  had  been 
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H  roand-robjn  signod  b^  a  great  many  white  men  in  the  ooanty,  and  among  them  some 
prominent  ones,  directing  every  neero  to  leave  that  section.  The  crops  were  in  such 
condition  that  if  protection  had  not  been  given  they  would  not  have  gathered  a  parti- 
cle. I  sent  the  troops  up,  and  located  them  on  Mr.  Fearu's  plantation.  It  haa  beoa 
entirely  peaceable  from  that  day  to  thid: 

Question.  Was  that  in  Madison  County  f 

Anstcer,  No,  sir ;  in  Marshall.  Mr.  Feam  adds  (as  he  says)  his  own  request  to  tiiat 
of  the  gentlemen  from  Vienna. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  who  were  the  signers  of  this  round-robin  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  men  were  well  known.  Some  were  prominent  men  in  their 
locality.    They  had  just  got  tired  of  the  negroes,  and  wanted  them  all  to  leave. 

Question.  Was  it  a  strong  organization  there  f 

•Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  ddn't  think  so.  They  had  a  very  erroneous  idea  and  view  of  the 
military  power,  perhaps,  and  that,  of  course,  produced  a  great  efEect.  They'did  not 
know  how  far  the  military  could  go.  An  ofiScer  could  have  done  almost  anything,  and 
a  great  mtgority  of  thorn  there  would  have  thought  he  was  doing  nothing  but  what  he 
h£^  a  right  to  do ;  but  the  mere  presence  of  the  troops  and  the  knowladse  of  what 
they  might  accomplish  was  the  cause  of  inestimable  good.  It  was  cheerfouly  teetified 
to  by  everybody  up  tll^re. 

The  next  case,  No.  20,  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  that  of  John  Leslie,  wbo 
makes  affidavit  September  23, 1869,  in  regard  to  preaching  being  broken  up  by  dis- 
ffuiaed  men  on  the  4th  of  September,  and  his  being  shot  at  on  the  13th,  his  house  lieing 
forcibly  entered.  Ids  wife  struck,  his  son  whipped,  &g, 

The^ext  case.  No.  21,  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  the  affidavit  of  William 
Blair  in  regard  to  violence,  whipping,  cutting,  4&x}.,  committed  upon  him  by  diagnisrd 
men  in  Limestone  County,  Alabama,  in  December,  1868. 

Mr.  Buckley.  There  is,  attached  to  tbe  testimony  of  Mr.  Lakin,  the  affidavit  of 
Eliza  Jane  Blair,  a  sister  of  William  Blair,  and  this  sub-committee  have  taken  tlte 
testimohy  of  Augusta  Blair,  his  father,  at  Huutsville. 

Answer.^^hskt  case.  No.  21,  includes  all  that  came  to  my  knowledge  in  1869,  and  I 
know  nothing  of  what  became  of  the  majority  of  them.  I  turned  them  over  to  the 
civil  au^orities. 

By  the  Chaibmax: 

Question,  You  may  now  take  up  your  list  for  1870. 

Answer,  The  cases  for  WO,  like  those  for  1869,  comprise  two  classes,  the  first  of  which 
includes  reports  by  officers  under  my  command,  with  various  documents  appende<l ;  and 
the  second  class  is  composed  of  applications  for  military  aid,  affidavits,  statements,  d:c, 
from  civilians. 

No.  1,  of  class  first,  1870,  [see  Appendix,]  is  a  letter  from  myself  to  the  aasistant  ad- 
jutant wneral  of  the  Department  of  the  South,  January  12,  1870,  forwarding  doeu- 
ments  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  regarding  disturbances  in  Blount  County,  consisting  of  letters  to 
me  from  Rev.  A.  S.  Lakiu,  and  letters  to  Mr.  Lakin  by  Rev.  A.  B.  Watson  and  Rev.  T. 
W.  White ;  also,  a  letter  to  me  from  William  Shapard,  of  Blount  County.  This  gentle- 
man, Lakin,  wrote  also  to  General  Sherman  at  the  same  time.  I  sent  these  papers  on 
to  General  Terry.  There  were  no  troops  sent  there.  I  examined  into  the  matter  as 
far  as  I  could.  I  got  some  testimony  in  regard  to  Mr.  Shapard^  and  I  found  that  Im 
statements  were  questionable ;  but  I  thought,  on  the  whole,  as  it  came  from  so  many 
sooroes,  the  troops  had  better  go  over  there,  but  General  Terry  did  not  decide  to  send 
them. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  What  do  yon  know  about  Lakin  f 

Anstcer.  Very  little.  I  have  seen  him  several  times.  At  first  he  came  to  see  me,  and 
I  listened  to  his  statem*ent,  as  he  was  a  clergyman.  I  began  to  inquire,  and  found  tbe 
very  moment  I  commenced  to  inquire  that  certain  persons  were  violently  opposed  w 
hifii,  and  would  listen  to  no  good  about  him.  People  of  his  denomination  spoke  well 
of  him,  and  I  believe  he  maintained  a  fair  standing,  but  I  think  there  are  people  in 
Huutsville  who  detest  him,  and  would  not  listen  to  anything  good  about  him.  I  would 
credit  his  statements.  I  think  he  has  had  a  great  deal  of  tronble.  I  think,  to  come 
down  to  the  absolute  facts,  that  he  *has  had  a  very  hard,  rough  time  of  it.  He  bis 
been  out  preaching ;  what  he  preaches  or  says  I  do  not  know,  but  ho  has  many  and 
violent  enemies.  I  have  heard  nothing  against  his  standing  as  a  minister,  though  I 
vried  to  find  out  whether  he  was  a  reliable  and  truthful  man.  Though  his  statement 
nay  be  decidedly  colored,  yet  I  believe  him.  I  have  not  seen  anything  of  him  for  a 
long  while.  He  came  last  to  tell  me  the  story  of  the  En-Klnx  baby ;  he  was  just  gobg 
on  to  appear  before  your  committee  in  Waahington  at  that  time.  ^ 
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By  the  CuAiRiiAN : 
Question.  As  to  his  eueraies  in  Hnntsville,  are  they  ii(*  political  enemies  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are.    Whether  they  would  be  enemies  to  him  aloue  on  that  ac-; 
eoout  T  do  not  know,  but  they  are  on  the  other  side  in  politics. 

By  Mr.  Bi^ur  : 

QuesHon,  Is  it  not  a  conflict  between  the  North  and  South  churches  t 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir ;  unquestionably,  the  church  difl'erence  hacj  a  great  deal  to  do  with 
it ;  and  I  think  much  of  the  trouble  in  the  country  is  owing  to  the  division  of  tho 
churches.  I  think  these  church  people  have  a  more  intense  hatred  to  each  other  than 
any  other  classes. 

QitesHan.  1  see  an  allusion  in  there  to  the  Church  South  by  one  of  tho  parties  who 
writes,  and  he  attributes  to  the  Church  South  a  desire  to  take  possession  of  their 
church  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
•   Question.  1  do  not  see  any  allusion  to  politics  in  the  letter :  state  whether  all  this 
bnnness  is  not  more  a  quarrel  between  the  North  and  South  Church  than  anything 
elset 

Anstoer.  No,  sir ;  it  never  came  to  me  in  that  shape ;  but  my  convictions  are  that  that 
has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it.  But  I  never  had  any  occasion  to  call  in  question  any 
srtatement  Mr.  Lakin  made.  At  first,  I  was  disposed  to  listen  to  him,  hecause  the  man 
liad  had,  or  professed  to  have  had,  so  much  actual  experience,  in  consequence  of  his 
office ;  he  knows  so  much  from  what  he  has  seen  himself.  He  states  that  he  has  been 
driven  away,  his  churches  burned,  and  his  school-houses  burned,  and  he  has  been  up 
amoDfif  the  people  all  the  time ;  but  he  is  so  distasteful  to  the  people  at  Hnntsville,  that 
I  wouid  hesitate  long  before  I  would  believe  everything  that  is  said  against  him,  be- 
cause I  know  that  they  are  violently  prejudiced  agjainst  him,  and  it  has  been  all  stirred 
up  lately.  They  saw  in  the  papers  a  statement  of  his  testimony  given  at  Washington, 
and  it  set  everybody  alive  against  him.    • 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Has  not  this  prejudice  principally  arisen  since  he  gave  his  testimony  at 
Washington  ? 

Answer.  Lately  f  Yes,  sir ;  it  has  all  revived.  It  did  exist,  but  it  had  got  quiet.  It 
was  known  that  he  was  going  to  leave  and  go  North.  • 

Question.  Was  it  known  that  he  was  a  very  earnest  republican  f 

Answer.  Decidedly  so  ;  everybody  knows  it ;  he  has  no  hesitancy  about  it.  He  is  said 
to  be  an  effective  man  before  a  negro  audience. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  In  his  testimony  he  declared  under  oath  that  he  took  no  part  in  politics 
wlu^Ter. 
Answer.  What  did  he  consider  taking  part  ? 
Mr.  Blair.  That  is  more  than  I  can  say. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  do  not  know  of  his  making  political  speeches  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  he  is  recognized  by  everybody  as  a  very  earnest  republican.  As 
these  letters  show,  he  was  riding  all  through  that  country.  I  took  care  to  inform  my- 
self about  that.  I  asked  unprejudiced  men  if  what  he  said  was  not  correct  j  if  he  was. 
nc^  to  be  relied  upon. 

The  next  case.  No.  2,  of  class  first,  1870,  [see  Appendix,]  is  a  letter  from  myself  to  the 
assistant  adjutant  general,  Department  of  the  South,  January  20,  1870,  inclosing  a 
letter  from  Circuit  Judge  Haralson,  in  which  the  iudge  reqiiests  the  assistance  of 
United  States  troops  for  the  civil  ofiicers  in  Blount  County,  Alabama,  and  states  var 
rioas  facts  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  affairs  there. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Huntsville  is  in  his  circuit,  I  believe  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir:  Huntsville  is  in  Judge  Haralson's  judicial  circuit. 

The  next  case,  No.  3,  class  first,  1870,  is  a  report.  March  3,  1870,  from  Lieutenant  P. 
H.  Flood,  in  reference  to  disturbances  in  the  iieighborhood  of  Stevenson,  Alabama, 
that  upon  investigation  he  finds  the  chief  cause  to  be  a  negro  living  with  a  white 
woman,  but  thinks  it  only  a  pretext  for  the  disturbance.  He  gives  a  full  report  in 
reference  to  it. 

The  next,  No.  4,  class  first,  1870,  is  a  report,  March  5, 1870,  from  Lieutenant  Charles 
Harkins,  Second  Infantry,  on  the  state  of  affairs  at  Somerville,  Morgan  jQounty,  Ala- 
bama. ;tized  by  VjOOQ IC 
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By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Did  yoa  make  any  farther  efforts  to  ascertain  the  tme  state  of  affikiis  in 
that  county  f 

Answer,  I  did.  I  informed  Governor  Smith,  who  seemed  to  be  ignorant  of  what  was 
going  on,  that  law  was  set  at  defiance.  People  came  in  with  most  exaggerated  repocts 
to  Huntsville.  There  was  nothing  anthorizing  these  people  to  call  directly  on  the  mili- 
1  ary.  I  sought  the  sheriff.  The  sheriff  came  up  to  mo  secretly  and  at  night,  and  made 
the  most  extraordinary  statement  to  me ;  he  said  he  was  going  to  suspend  the  fimc- 
tions  of  his  office. 

Question.  Had  yon  reason  to  believe,  from  your  subsequent  investigation,  that  tiie 
cause  of  the  disorders  in  that  county  arose  from  personal  and  family  feuds  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  came  to  that  conclusion,  and  that  politics  hacflittle  to  do  with  it. 
though,  strangely  enough,  certain  people  .on  one  side  were  of  one  political  complexioD, 
and  certain  others  on  tue  other,  but  it  was  so  mixed  np  that  it  was  hard  to  telL  I 
thought  no  political  cause  appeared  in  it,  but  it  was  all  personal ;  it  had  been  going 
on  for  years.  One  man  had  been  shot  a  long,  long  time  ago  by  one  side,  and  these  pai^ 
ties  were  watching  each  ot^er  all  the  time. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Was  not  Judge  Charlton  a  very  active  republican  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quejstion.  Had  he  not  been  foreman  of  a  Federal  grand  jury  and  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  bringing  these  lawless  men  to  justice  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  had. 

Question.  Had  he  not  also  been  very  earnest  in  putting  down  these  disgnised  bands 
known  as  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  he  not  even  assisted  in  forming  an  anti -Ku-Klux  party? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  called  the  anti-Ku-Klux  party. 

Question.  Had  not  these  things  made  him  very  obnoxious  to  the  democrats  or  con- 
servatives up  in  that  part  of  the  country  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  had ;  but  he  was  generally  regarded  as  a  good  man  by  every- 
body. 

Question.  He  had  been  probate  judge  T 

Answer.  He  had  been  a  probate  judge.  He  came  to  see  me  himself  while  he  was  fore- 
man of  the  grand  jury,  and  asked  for  my  papei*s  in  connection  with  the  Ford  case  and 
Dean  Reynolds  case. 

Question.  Was  it  not  supposed,  at  the  time  of  his  assassination,  that  that  was  due,  in 
a  great  measure,  to  his  active  efforts  as  foreman  of  the  grand  jury  to  bring  the  mem- 
bers of  these  disguised  bands  to  justice f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  that  stated  several  times. 

Question.  If  none  of  the  committee  have  further  questions  to  ask  in  relation  to  that 
report  you  may.proceed  to  the  next  case. 

Answer.  The  next,  No.  5,  class  first,  1870,  is  my  own  report,  March  30, 1870,  to  the 
headquarters  of  the  department,  in  regard  to  affairs  at  Jacksonville,  Alabama. 

No.  6,  class  first,  1870,  is  a  report,  April  13,  1870,  of  First  Lieutenant  Charles  Har- 
kins,  Second  Infantry,  in  regard  to  the  murder  of  Mr.  Samuel  Boyd,  solicitor  of  Greene 
County,  Alabama,  to  which  are  appended  statements  of  the  sheriff,  tax  assessor,  and 
others. 

No.  7,  class  first,  1870,  is  a  report,  April  21, 1870,  of  Mr.  Harkins,  on  the  causes  of  the 
disturbances  at  Eutaw  and  the  vicinity. 

Question,  Does  that  relate  to  the  riot  of  1870  f  * 

Answer.  No,  sir;  that  was  at  Eutaw,  in  Greene  County;  it  was  after  that. 

Questimi.  Does  it  relate  to  Boyd's  murder  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  was  about  some  rumor  that  they  were  going  to  have  the  town 
burned,  and  various  other  mattei*s. 

The  nextu  No.  6,  class  fijrst,  1870,  is  a  report,  June  29, 1870,  of  Captain  George  H.  Mc- 
Loughlin,  Second  Infantry,  in  regard  to  disturbances  at  Stevenson,  &c.,  statins  diat 
he  had  notified  the  sheriff  of  the  county  and  the  mayor  of  his  arriviJ  and  his  re2i^ine;<s 
to  proceed  to  Bridgeport.  Stevenson  was,  for  a  long  time,  a  troublesome  and  disordeiiy 
place,  but  it  has  been  quiet  now  for  a  good  while. 

The  next,  No.  9,  class  first,  1870,  .is  a  report  from  Lieutenant  M.  Frank  Gallagher. 
July  12,  1870,  concerning  disturbances  at  Ashville,  Saint  Clair  County,  Alabama,  and 
to  it  is  attached  an  afiidavit  of  Charles  A.  Ritchey.  This  is  an  official  report,  and  a 
matter  that  caused  a  great  deal  of  trouble  one  way  and  another.  I  found  that  thcw 
were  parties  there  armed  against  each  other.  The  people  there  had  attacked  a  mm 
named  Springfield,  who,  with  his  friends,  were  in  a  house,  and  there  was  a  regular 
siege.  The  report  explains  it  very  fully.  I  sent  troops  down  there.  But  it  is  proper 
to  state,  in  this  connection,  that  an  examination  was  made  by  the  civil  authoiitiei 
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there ;  and  a  very  different  statement  of  affairs  was  made  and  published  in  the  paper 
by  some  man — I  forget  his  name—that  gave  the  other  side  of  this  story. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Qumiion,  Did  yoo  hear  that  Mr.  Springfield  was  afterwards  wounded  in  the  arm  t 

Jmmver,  I  did. 

Qme$U4nu  And  that  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  county  t 

Antfwer,  I  did.    I  saw  him. 

Qu^atton.  Did  you  hear  that  he  was  shot  in  a  buggy,  his  wife  by  his  side  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  that. 

Question.  Did  you  uuderstand  that  he  was  the  deputy  mxurshal  taking  the  census  oi^ 
Ssmt  Glali*  County  f 

Jbtstver,  No,  sir ;  he  says.  "  The  United  States  assistant  marshal  told  me  it  was  unsafe 
for  me  to  take  the  census.'' 

Question.  Did  you  bear  that  Mr.  Spnngfield  was  the  man  appointed  United  Stat^ 
marshal  for  the  northern  district  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  I  know  that  fact. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Was  Mr.  Springfield  a  native  of  the  South  f 
Answer,  Tes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  He  had  been  a  republican  member  of  the  Alabama  legislature,  had  he  not  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  And  had  been  in  the  Union  Army  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  the  statement  that  you  refer  to,  giving  the  other  view  of  the  case, 
published  in  a  democratic  paper  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  published  in  all  the  papers.  It  was  certainly  published  in 
the  democratic  Papers  everywhere  through  the  State ;  and  I  think  it  was  published  in 
the  Advocate,  of  Huntsville,  though  I  aui  not  certain. 

Question.  Have  you  any  other  information  in  regard  to  the  facts  reported  by  Lieu- 
tenant Gallagher  tending  to  show  whether  his  conclnsions  were  correct  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  I  have  the  report  of  the  officer  whom  I  sent  there  in  charge  of  the 
troops,  Lieutenant  McLoughlin,  which  I  will  submit  to  you  presently,  on  the  state  of 
affairs  in  Saint  Clair  County ;  it  is  No.  12 ;  he  made  several  reports. 

The  next  case.  No.  10,  July  20, 1870,  is  a  report  of  Captain  McLoughlin  in  regard  to 
afiairs  in  Stevenson.  It  ought  to  be  considered  with  the  others  from  Stevenson.  In 
it  he  states  concerning  outrages  on  John  McManmau.  I  turned  that  over  to  the  civil 
authorities  there;  I  do  not  know  what  was  done  with  it. 

No.  11  is  also  a  report  from  Captain  McLoughlin,  July  31, 1870,  in  which  he  states 
that  his  camp  at  Ashville  was  fired  on,  and  an  attempt  made  to  capture  his  guard ; 
that  there  is  only  mob  law  in  the  county,  and  he  appends  the  affidavit  of  a  Union 
soldier,  Colomay  Smith,  who  has  taken  refuge  in  his  cainp  for  protection,  having  been 
hunted  out  because  he  was  a  Union  soldier. 

No.  12  is  another  report  from  Captain  McLoughlin,  of  which  I  spoke  a  few  moments 
since,  regarding  the  state  of  afiairs  at  Ashville,  Alabama.  To  it  are  appended  a  letter 
frt>ni  Judge  De  Berry,  requesting  that  the  town  of  Ashville  be  placed  under  martial 
law,  and  an  affidavit  of  Wm.  Starkey,  detailing  a  Ku-Klux  outrage  upon  himself. 
There  is  an  instance  of  a  civil  officer  making  such  an  application  as  I  have  mentioned. 
He  was  a  judge  of  the  probate  court.  I  wrote  to  Captain  McLoughlin  immediately, 
forbidding  him  to  take  action  on  the  communication,  and  informed  him  that  he  had 
no  right  to  consider  such  a  request.  I  was  at  Patona  at  that  time  in  compliance  with 
the  request  of  the  governor,  while  the  investigation  of  the  murder  there  was  going  on. 
I  replied  to  Captain  McLoughlin  when  he  forwarded  to  me  this  request  of  Judge  De 
Berry,  as  stated.  I  directed  this  officer  to  confine  himself  to  the  orders  he  well  under- 
stood, and  if  he  fifhnd  that  the  civil  officer  could  not  keep  order,  to  assist  him  as  a 
posse  in  making  arrests,  but  no  more.    Quiet  was  restored. 

No.  13  is  Captain  McLoughlin's  report  relative  to  the  state  of  affairs  in  Saint  Clair 
Connty,  Alabama. 

No.  14  is  his  report  of  August  15, 1870,  from  Ashville,  Saint  Clair  Connty,  that  Cap- 
tain Springfield  was  wounded  whilo  coming  to  town,  by  a  party  in  ambush ;  requesting 
a  doctor  to  be  sent  to  him  immediately,  in  case  of  accident,  as  his  men  were  scouring 
tbe  woods.    I  believe  these  papers  are  all  I  have  in  regard  to  that  affair. 

The  next.  No.  15,  class  first,  1870,  is  rather  a  lengthy  report,  August  20, 1870,  of  an- 
other officer.  Lieutenant  John  C.  Bateman,  who  was  sent  to  Courtland,  where  there 
were  disturbances. 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Court  land,  in  Lawrence  County  f 

Ansiper.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  in  Lawrence  County.  He  gives  an  account  of  a  figbt  betwecai'' 
negroes  and  disguised  men  at  Courtland,  and  appends  a  statement  of  W.  W.  Baker, 
notary  public  and  justice  of  tbe  peace,  and  a  statement  of  C.  H.  Foster,  of  J.  C.  Baker, 
of  John  Phelan,  and  of  C.  J.  Simmons,  with  a  diagram  of  the  scene  of  action.  Tbal 
really  'was  one  of  tbe  most  complete  instances  where  the  people  took  up  tbe  caae  and 
assisted  tbe  officers  of  tbe  law.  It  was  not  necessary  for  me  to  send  soldiers.  The 
fact  that  these  ne>;roes  succectled  in  killing  one  of  the  disguised  men  elated  tbem,  and 
they  have  bad  no  trouble  since,  I  think. 

•  No.  16  is  a  report  of  Captain  McLoughlin,  August  28, 1870,  in  regard  to  tbe  murder 
of  Mr.  Frank  Harrison,  a  citizen  of  Ferry ville.  Saint  Clair  County,  and  tbe  supposed 
reason  for  his  assassination.  I  was  at  Patona  at  the  time,  and  sent  word  to  headquar- 
ter that  additional  troops  were  needed  there,  and  asked  that  a  company  be  sent.  This 
was  done  at  once. 

No.  17  is  a  report  from  Lieutenant  Bateman,  at  Fayetteville,  October  24,  1970,  iu 
regard  to  Ku-Klux  depredutious  in  Faj'ette  Couuty,  and  the  organization  of  a  counter 
party  styling  themselves  "  Mossbacks,"  and  their  encounters. 

I  have  one  paper  here.  No.  18,  which  is  another  report  from  Lieutenant  Batemm 
dated  October  30, 1870,  of  bis  operations  in  capturing  Ku-Klux,  while  aiding  the  sheriff. 
An  affidavit  by  the  sheriff  is  attached.  He  details  the  arrest  and  confessions  of  six  of 
tbe  Kn-Klux  Klan  and  their  captain,  and  sends  two  of  the  uniforms,  and  states  that 
process  could  not  be  issued  there. 

No.  19  is  another  report  from  Captain  McLoughlin,  Asbville,  Saint  Clair  Coun^, 
November  20, 18T0,  in  which  be  states  that  Jesse  Ingram  was  driven  irom  his  house  on 
tbe  14th,  went  to  Springville,  and  swore  warrants  out  against  some  of  tbe  parties; 
some  lived  in  SpringvilTe.  irpon  seeing  Ingram,  fired  at  him,  shooting  him  pretty 
eflectually.  They  were  tunied  loose,  as  there  were  no  witnesses  against  them.  That 
concludes  the  first  senes  of  tbe  documents  of  1870,  consisting  of  reports  by  officers  in 
tbe  military  service,  with  documents  appendetl  to  those  i-eports. 

[The  committee  having  taken  a  recess  of  one  hour  for  dinner,  the  examination  of 
Oeneral  Crawford  was  resumed.] 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  may  proceed,  general,  with  the  statement  of  cases  upon  which  you 
were  engaged  before  the  recess. 

Answer.  I  now  come  to  cIuks  second,  of  1870,  of  documents  which  consist  of  applica- 
tions from  civilians  for  military  aid,  affidavits,  statements,  «fcc 

No.  1  is  a  letter  from  Judge  Haralson,  January  8,  1870,  applying  for  troops  to  be  sent 
to  De  Kalb  County  to  report  to  the  sheriff,  and  assist  him  in  enforcing  tbe  laws*.  I 
sent  tbem,  but  I  do  not  know  what  they  did.  I  have  previously  submitted,  in  connec- 
tion with  document  No.  2,  of  class  first,  1870,  a  communication  from  Jmlge  Haralson 
in  regard  to  affairs  in  Blount  County,  in  which  he  requests  troops. 

No.  2,  class  second,  1870,  is  an  anonymous  letter,  referred  to  me  by  Governor  Smith, 
and  to  which  I  did  not  pay  any  attention.  It  is  signetl  **Many  Citizens,"  and  tb<»agb 
it  has  some  strange  statements,  and  contained  many  curious  things,  using  the  names 
of  a  great  many  people,  there  was  no  respectable  name  attached  to  it,  and  I  never  took 
any  notice  of  it. 

The  Chai«man.  I  do  not  think  that  ought  to  be  received  as  evidence,  and  you  need 
not  submit  it. 

The  Witness.  No.  3  is  an  affidavit  of  Samuel  Lawlor,  also  of  Robert  Barbee,  February 
26,  1870,  concerning  Ku-Klux  outrages  in  Averyville  near  Stevenson,  Jackson  County. 
TroopR  woi-e  sent  there  and  staid  till  things  became  quiet ;  after  that  they  were  then 
withdrawn. 

No.  4  is  another  anonymous  communication,  February  26,  1870,  in  regard  to  Ku-Klux 
outrages,  and  asking  for  guard  or  arms  and  ammunition.  I  did  not  pay  much  attentloo 
to  that,  for  X  had  already  ordered  troops  there.  The  paper  is  not  signed  by  any  name ; 
it  is  merely  "  Citizen."    He  says  his  son-in-law  is  a  wounded  man. 

The  Cuaikman.  You  may  omit  that.  « 

The  JVrrNESS.  No.  5  is  an  affidavit  of  Frank  Bell,  February  28, 1870,  in  regard  toKu- 
KUix  violence  at  his  house  on  the  plantation  of  Mr.  Frank  Bell,  Miwlison  County. 

No.  6  is  an  affidavit  of  James  Bell  and  Joshua  Harris,  February  28,  1870,  detailing 
outrages  on  the  plantation  of  Houston  Bell,  on  the  Whitesburgh  pike,  Madison  Couuty, 
Alabama. 

No.  7  is  a  report  by  H.  G.  Thomas,  sheriff  of  Morgan  County,  March  31,  1870,  that 
tbe  disturbance  iu  that  county  is  unsettled  ;  that  ho  is  unable  to  preserve  onler ;  iwid 
that  he  is  obliged  te  resign,  or  at  least  suspend  business  for  the  present.  This  paper 
is  one  to  which  I  desire  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  committee.  I  think  that  ai>pl|ca- 
tion  a  very  remarkable  paper,  ^t  that  time  these  people  were  out  and  regularly  anned 
against  each  other  in  two  parties.    The  sheriff  could  not  and  did  not  do  anything. 
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No.  8  is  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Charles  Hays,  June  24, 1870,  concerning  outrages  in 
Sumter,  Greene,  and  the  adjoining  counties,,  and  urging  me  to  keep  troops  in  Eutaw 
after  the  election,  to  send  a  company  to  Livingston,  Sumter  County.  I  endeavored  to 
keep  troops  there,  hocanse  I  have  thought  ever  since  I  liave  been  in  the  State  that  that 
waa  whore  they  ought  to  be ;  that  they  ought  to  be  in  Greene  and  those  border  coun- 
ties. I  referred  this  letter  to  the  commandmg  general  of  the  department  for  his  action, 
and  troops  were  kept  there  until  after  the  election  of  1870, 1  think. 

No.  9  Is  a  letter  of  Judge  De  Berry,  the  probate  judge  of  Saint  Clair  County,  from 
AshviUe,  JulylO,  1870,  requesting  that  troops  be  sent  U>  that  county  at  oncb  for  their 
protection.  That  was  on  account  of  the  general  troubles  and  difficulties  there.  I  sent 
the  troops  there  and  things  quieted  down. 

No.  10  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  E.  G.  Barney,  general  superintendent  of  the  Selma,  Rome 
and  Balton  Railroad,  dated  Patona,  Alabama,  July  12, 1870,  asking  for  a  force  of  at 
least  one  hundred  men,  to  be  sent  there  at  once,  in  consequence  of  the  disorders,  stating 
the  banging  of  a  Mr.  Luke,  teaching  a  negro  school;  also  of  two  negro  men,  at  same 
time  andplace,  two  others  being  shot  dead.  He  says  that  the  State  officers  are  power- 
leas.    I  sent  troops  immediately. 

No.  11  is  an  application,  of  the  same  date,  from  W.  S.  McElwain,  general  freight 
agent,  at  the  same  place,  on  the  same  subject. 

No.  12  is  an  affidavit  of  John  McManman,  taken  by  Judge  Lewis  M'.  Douglass,  pro- 
bate judge  of  Madison  County,  concerning  the  outrage  on  McManman,  on  the  night  of 
the  12th  of  July,  near  Scottsborough,  Jackson  County,  Alabama. 

No.  13  is  a  statement  of  A.  D.  Bailey,  July  19, 1870,  with  aecorapanying  statements 
of  C.  I.  Sharpe  and  E.  L.  Hesterby,  concerning  a  massacre  at  Cross  Plains,  Alabama, 
on  the  night  of  Sunday,  July  10.  Mr.  Bailey  is  a  school-teacher  there ,  a  man  of  some 
local  importance,  I  believe. 

By^  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Q«e»<um.  Were  you  present  at  the  investigation  of  that  caseT 

Amwer.  Tee,  sir;  I  was.  I  did  not  enter  the  court-room  at  any  time,  but  I  was  at 
Pat<ma. 

No.  14  is  a  communication  of  S.  Crawford,  the  mayor  of  Stevenson,  Alai>ama,  to  me, 
December  2, 1870,  referring  to  the  disturbances  there.  This  was  sent  when  I  was  not 
at  mj  headquarters,  and  it  was  forwarded  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Department  of 
the  South.  Upon  it  J.  H.  Taylor,  assistant  adjutant  general,  puts  the  following  in- 
dorsement: ''The  time  has  arrived  ^hen  Alabama  should  be  able  to  enforce  her  own 
laws,  and  protect  her  citizens  without  reference  to  the  military  force  of  the  United 
States.  The  troops  applied  for  will  not  be  furnished.  By  order  of  Brigadier  General 
Terry." 

Question.  How  did  he  know  the  time  had  arrived,  and  what  became  of  that  paper  t 

Anmoer,  I  understood  that  Grov^mor  Smith  forwarded  that  paper  with  that  indorse- 
ment to  the  War  Department. 

Here  is  No.lS,  class  second,  an  affidavit,  October  15, 1870,  of  Lucinda  Ford,  concern- 
ing a  Ku-Elux  outrage  upon  herself  and  family,  on  the  plantation  of  William  Saunders, 
in  Madison  County,  Alabama.  It  was  taken  before  James  H.  Bone,  clerk  of  th6  circuit 
court. 

No.  16  is  a  letter  to  me  from  D.  L.  Dalton,  the  governor's  secretary,  October  15, 1870, 
forwarding  a  letter  from  W.  B.  Bowen,  dated  Tuskegee,  Alabama,  October  13. 

By  the  Chauiman  : 

QuestUm,  Is  Mr.  Bowen  the  postmaster  at  Tuskegee  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  It  is  in  relation  to  some  firing  upon  a  colored  congregation.  That 
completes  the  series  of  class  second,  1870.  Here  are  some  of  the  telegrams  which  I 
have  received,  and  which  I  will  submit.  I  do  not  think  the  set  is  entirelv  complete. 
I  snbmit  them  in  connection  with  the  documents  which  I  have  already  laid  before  the 
committee.  [Telegrams,  eleven  in  number,  submitted  by  the  witness,  will  be  fonnd 
printed  in  the  Appendix  to  his  testimony  at  the  end  of  the  documents  previously  re- 
/erred  to,  class  second,  of  1870.]  The  last  telegram,  you  will  obbcrv^e,  is  from  Governor 
Lindsay ;  it  was  sent  on  to  General  Terry  and  complied  with.  I  have  here  an  affidavit 
by  Wille  McGregor,  dated  the  18th  of  May,  1871,  which  I  receive^l,  and  which  I  also 
8ubmlt.  [Said  affidavit  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  the  testimony  of  this  wit- 
ness, printed  after  the  telegrams  aforementioned.] 

Question.  Did  I  nnderstand  you  to  say  that  some  tiihe  ago,  or  after  it  became  gene- 
rally known  that  you  would  not  comply  with  any  applications  for  troops  unless  the 
application  was  made  by  the  civil  officers,  people  ceased  to  make  reports  to  yon  of 
outrages  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  have  generally  ceased  to  report  thcin  to  me. 

QneetUm,  The  list  you  have  fomished  the  committee  to-day  embraces,  then,  only  such 
cases  as  have  been  reported  to  you  by  your  subordinates,  and  by  civil  officers,  and 
from  civilians  t 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  within  yoar  knowledge  that  a  great  many  cases  of  lawlessness  and 
outrage  have  occurred  in  Alahama  which  are  not  embraced  in  the  lists  you  have 
farnisned  f 

Answer,  It  has  been  so  stated  to  me.    I  have  heard  it  so  stated. 

Qitea/tan.  From  your  information,  in  what  parts  of  the  State  do  disturbances  princi- 
pally exist  now,  and  what  seem  to  be  their  character  f 

Ansxcer,  I  think  there  has  been  a  very  great  improvement  in  things  in  Alabama— a 
very  perceptible  improvement,  durini;  the  period  of  time  that  I  have  been  in  this  State. 
I  mean  to  say  that  the  passage  of  time  has  improved  the  condition  of  things  very  per- 
ceptibly. I  think  it  has  been  going  on  for  a  long  time.  The  fact  is  that  there  are  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  State,  certain  counties,  where  these  disturbances  take  place  more 
frequently  than  in  othei*8,  ^and  it  is  these  disturbances,  in  these  counties,  that  give  an 
idea  of  a  disordered  condition  of  afiairs  in  the  State ;)  but  I  think  that  the  State  of 
Alabama  is  one  of  the  very  best  of  the  reconstructed  States,  as  far  as  I  know.  1 
think  there  has  been  a  very  great  and  material  improvement.  Matters  in  North  Ala- 
bamii  are  quiet,  and  have  been  so  for  many  months,  as  far  as  I  know. 

Question,  My  question  was,  in  what  parts  of  the  State  do  disturbances  principally 
exist  now  t 

Answer.  I  was  about  to  answer.  I  think  the  counties  of  Fayette,  of  Pickens,  of 
Sumter,  of  Greene,  and  of  Choctaw  are  the  mosf  troublesome.  The  western  countii'^ 
of  Alabama  are  the  most  disturbed  of  all.  We  have  but  little  disturbance  nov  iu 
North  Alabama,  and  none  that  I  hear  of  in  the  South  at  all. 

Question.  Do  you  hear  of  any  in  Coosa  and  Tallapoosa  Counties  T 

Ans%cer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  hear  of  any  there  at  aU.  Of  course  I  heard  of  the  disturb- 
ances that  were  there  not  very  long  ago,  when  they  took  place,  but  they  were  never 
brought  directly  to  me. 

Question,  What  is  the  character  of  the  disturbances  that  are  said  to  provail  in  the 
western  counties  which  you  have  named  f  •  * 

Answer,    Well,  the  troubles  with  the  negroes  principally,  interference  with  them. 

Question,  Committed  by  bands  of  disguised  men  f 

Answer,  By  disguised  men  sometimes,  and  by  others,  too,  who  were  not  disguised. 

Question.  As  a  general  rule,  Avbat  has  been  the  disposition  of  the  communities  in 
which  the  outrages  you  have  detailed  have  been  committed,  to  bring  theii-  authors  to 
justice,  and  to  prevent  their  recurrence  ? 

Answer.  1  think,  as  a  general  rule,  the  sentiment  of  the  best  men  in  the  different 
counties  has  been  to  bring  these  men  to  justice.  I  think  that  all  prefer  that ;  they  all 
say  so;  all  that  I  have  talked  to  do,  and  I  have  talked  with  the  prominent  men  of 
both  political  sentiments.  I  think  that  is  the  desire.  They  all  say  bo,  at  least ;  but  I 
know  that  crimes  have  been  committed  iu  which  there  has  been  no  effort  to  bring  men 
to  justice  at  all.  • 

Question.  I  desire  to  have  your  opinion  on  this  question.  If  the  good  men  of  the 
community  in  which  these  disturbances  exist  were  to  coml^ine  earnestly  together  to 
prevent  them,  to  put  a  stop  to  them,  is  it  your  opinion  that  they  could  accomplish  it ! 

Answer.  I  think  so  decidedly  now,  and  have  always  thought  so. 

Question.  So  far  as  your  information  goes,  have  respectablo  men,  men  of  property  in  ^ 
the  communit/,  been  engaged  in  these  disturbances  f 

Answer.  Not  at  all.  1  had  heard  that  they  had  beem  and  I  took  every  occasion  I 
could  to  find  out,  if  possible,  but  I  have  never  been  able  to  find  it  out.  I  mean  land- 
holders, the  men  who  give  tone  to  society,  considered  as  a  class.  They  would  say  that  | 
this  was  all  wrong,  and  in  a  mild  way  deprecate  it,  yet  they  would  not  take  any 
trouble  to  give  help  in  fiindingout  these  men.  They  did  not  think  it  was  their  affair. 
They  have  often  said  to  me  that  all  the  offices  were  in  the  hands  of  the  repnblicAOs; 
let  them  preserve  the  peace ;  it  was  their  business. 

Question.  They  did  not  seem  to  think  it  was  any  concern  of  their  own  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Did  they  not  say  that  they  were  themselves  under  disabilities  f 
Answer,  They  so  said ;  many  of  them. 

Question,  And  as  banned  by  the  Government  itself,  of  course  were  not  called  upop  to 
help  it  r 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  that  a  great  many  times  at  a  great  many  places. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Did  they  make  their  disabilities  a  plea  why  they  should  not  assist  in  m- 
serving  the  peace  f 

Answer,  Often ;  but  they  would  not  state  it  as  a  reason.  I  would  talk  to  them  9S^ 
say,  "You  could  put  this  down  if  you  chose  to.''  I  invariably  tried  to  argue Tifb 
these  gentlemen  that  this  thing  was  a  machinery  that  would  work  back  upon  tbeo- 
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selTes  if  they  did  not  stop  it.  I  believe  they  are  to-day  more  inclined  to  take  that 
view  of  it;  and  to  pnt  it  down,  than  ever  before.*  I  have  heard  gentlemen  in  the  streets 
of  Hnntsville,  young  gentlemen  whom  I  did  not  think,  two  years  ago,  would  have  ex- 
pressed any  dislike  to  this  thing,  or  reprobation  of  it,  eay  they  would  be  willing  to 
shoot  npon  disguised  men  that  came  into  the  streets.  I  heard  a  young  gentleman  say 
that,  a  son  of  one  of  the  first  people. 

Quesiipn.  Has  not  this  reaction  of  public  sentiment  proceeded  in  a  great  measure 
irom  the  loss  of  labor  they  are  scnsiole  they  are  sustaining  in  consequence  of  l^e  in- 
timidation of  the  negroes,  and  is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  negroes  have  left  these  disturbed 
localities  in  considerable  numbers,  so  much  so  t^at  the  planters  are  becoming  alarmed 
lest  there  will  be  a  scarcity  of  labor  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so.  In  some  localities  that  has  been  the  case.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  planter  has  any  antagonism  to  the  negro  at  all;  I  think  he  wants  his 
labor.  I  think  it  is  a  class  of  white  men,  not  possessed  of  wealth  or  real  estate,  that 
exists  in  Alabama,  many  of  them  in  the  mountains,  that  is  hostile  to  the  negro.  Those 
people  see  him  on  the  rich  lands  and  possessed'  of  political  privileges,  whicn  increases 
the  old  jealousy,  and  they  know  that  if  they  can  get  rid  ot  the  negro,  have  him  col- 
onized mr  instance,  it  will  be  better  for  them  both  on  the  point  ^  association  and  the 
division  of  political  rights.  I  believe  that  the  planter  has  no  antagonism  whatever 
to  the  negro ;  he  wants  his  labor. 

Question,  Do  you  not  think  that  the  planters  have  consented  thus  far  that  this  state 
of  things  should  be  allowed  to  succeed,  for  the  purpose  of  deterring  the  negro  from  ex- 
ercising his  privilege  of  voting ;  do  you  not  think  that  they  were  willing  that  the  ne- 
groes should  be  Ka-Kluxed  far  enough  to  make  them  democnits. 

Answer,  That  would  be  merely  a  matter  of  speculation.  I  have  no  evidence  upon 
wliich  to  say  that;  on  the  contrary,  in  talking  to  them  about  that,  I  never  heard  one  of 
them  say  that  he  obiected  to  the  voting  or  the  negroes.  Many  believe  that  if  the 
question  was  put  to  the  people  of  Alabama  to-day,  they  would  not  deprive  the  negro  of 
the  right  of  voting.  I  think  they  would  like  to  control  him,  and  I  think  they  look  for- 
ward to  the  time  when  he  will  vote  in  their  interest,  but  I  do  not  think  that  they  now 
want  to  take  the  vote  away  from  him  by  violence. 

QuesHtm.  Do  you  not  think  that  many  outrages  have  been  committed  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  ncCToes  from  voting  the  republican  ticket? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so,  in  many  cases.  That  is  my  conviction.  I  think  that  in 
those  counties  I  have  mentioned  that  is  so,  though  I  coula  not  prove  it  I  have  known 
instances — instances  have  been  relaited  to  me — where  colored  men  have  been  kept  awa^ 
from  the  polls.    There  is  no  question  about  that. 

QitesHon.  Do  you  not  think  that  a  duress  has  been  exercised  over  the  ne^o  by  the 
planter  by  threats  of  turning  him  off  from  the  plantation  unless  he  voted  m  accord- 
ance with  the  land-owner  t 

Answer.  I  did  think  so,  but,  on  inquiring  into  that  flatter,  especiaUy  of  these  men  at 
HuntsviUe,  with  whom  I  have  associated  more  than  anjr  others  in  that  respect,  they 
told  me»  no.  I  think  the  planters  generally  decline  to  give  the  negro  any  advice ;  the 
negroes  have  told  mo  so.  I  think  in  certain  places  in  the  State  this  low  class  of  whito 
men,  and  sometimes  these  young,  wild  fellows,  of  good  connection,  have  kept  the  negro 
from  voting ;  I  do  not  think  the  land-owner,  the  general  planter,  cares  ranch  whether 
the  ne^ro  votes  or  not.  The  planters  look  fof  ward,  and  hope  to  get  him  to  vote  on 
their  side  and  in  their  interest. 

Question.  So  far  as  your  observation  has  extended,  is  there  any.  discrimination  made 
on  account  of  color  or  political  opinion  in  the  administration  of  justice  f 

Answer.  In  reference  to  that  I  have  but  little  information.  I  know  nothing  about 
the  operations  of  the  State  courts — I  have  never  followed  them—  but  of  the  United 
States  courts  I  do ;  I  have  followed  them  somewhat. 

Question.  Let  mo  ask  this  question,  which  will  bring  what  I  want  directly  to  a  point. 
What  instances  have  occurred  in  which  negroes  or  white  men  have  been  visited  by  the 
Eu-Klux,  and  the  authors  of  the  outrage  have  been  brought  to  conviction  and  punish- 
ment t    Do  you  know  of  any  such  cases  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  possible  that  such  a  state  of  things  could  exist  in 
any  community  if  public  sentiment  was  in  earnest  in  putting  down  outrages  of  this 
kind? 

Answer.  No,  sirj  I  think  that  the  juries  have  most  of  them  been  drawn  from 
hostile  communities ;  I  think  that  there  is  no  question  about  the  sort  of  men  that 
p)  upon  them,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  a  grand  jury  to  indict  these  men  ;  that 
has  been  the  constant  complaint,  and  if  indictments  are  found,  it  is  very  difficult  to 
get  a  petit  jury  to  convict. 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  adequacy  of  the  military  force  under  your 
control,  for  properly  preserving  the  peace  of  the  State  in  these  disturbed  regions  at 
this  time  t 

Answer.  Just  at  this  present  time  I  do  not  think  there  is  necessity  for  a  large  body 
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of  troops  in  Alabama.  But  npon  the  approach  of  the  ©lection,  I  do  think  troope  are  uec- 
ecnary  m  certain  sections,  in  order  to  preserve  the  peace  and  to  give  the  people,  esp*^ 
cially  the  colored  voters,  protection.  There  are  some  parts  of  the  State  where  I  thtuk 
it  is  absolutely  necessary,  but  not  in  all. 

QueslUm,  Will  >ou  give  the  committee  the  reasons  for  this  opinion  which  you  now 
express  f 

Ansioer.  In  regard  to  the  troops  being  necessary  t 

Qwestion.  Yes,  sir :  in  view  of  the  election  next  year. 

Answer,  I  think  tnere  are  certain  portions  of  the  State  that  have  teen  and  we  now 
disorderly.  The  negroes  are  there  in  large  numbers,  especially  in  those  counties  that 
I  have  mentioned—Greene,  Sumter,  Pickens,  and  Choctaw  ;  and  I  do  not  heWeve  and 
never  have  believed  that  at  the  last  election  there  was  a  fair  opportunity  for  the  negro 
to  poll  his  vote  in  those  counties.  On  the  election  day  I  commanded  all  the  troop*  in 
the  State,  and  received  telegrams  from  every  part,  and  though  the  election  was  re- 
markably quiet,  yet  the  change  of  the  vote  in  some  of  these  counties  seemed  ahnort 
miraculous.  Greene,  which  had  given  3,500  for  the  republican  candidate— was  it  not, 
Mr.  Backley  ? 

Mr.  Buckley.  Ab^t  2,700.  ,  v     xx       . 

The  Witness.  About  2,700  majority  for  the  republican  candidate,  to  the  utter  aston- 
ishment of  all  who  were  awaiting  election  retui^js,  gave  forty-five  democratic  m^or- 
ity. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

Question.  Is  it  possible  to  account  for  that  result  upotoany  other  theory  than  that 
the  colored  people  were  deterred  from  expressing  their  opnajons  ut  the  polls  ? 

Answer,  That  is  the  natural  and  only  sonsible  inferenc^s^hough  I  have  never  seea 
anything  which  would  prove  or  substantiate  that  in  a  court.^^^ 

Question.  And  you  argue  from  your  past  experience  that  in  tW^uture  it  will  be  nec- 
essary to  have  troops  in  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  that  iWl  men  are  allowed 
to  express  their  opinions  at  the  polls  t  ^^^ 

Answer,  Well,  1  would  hardly  like  to  say  that,  because  the  great  pr8to>ortion  of  Ala- 
bama, I  think,  is  now  quiet,  and  I  believe  there  would  generally  be  a^fwr  electiou : 
but  I  thiuk  at  certain  points 

Question.  1  refer  to  the  disturbed  districts.  ^  •     • 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  thiuk  decidedly  that  troojm  would  be  needed  in  that  wistnct.  I 
think  it  is  the  fourth  congressional  district  of  Alabama — Mr.  Hays's  district.^ 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  What,  in  your  opinion,  general,  has  been  the  effect  of  the  presence  ad 


tion  of  the  military  in  Alabama  f  \ 

Anstoer,  1  think  it  has  been  tnMaqnillizing  and  good.    I  think  that  in  certain  parf(^^ 
the  State  the  mere  presence  of  the  troops — the  mere  fact  of  their  being  there — | 


Answer,  1  think  it  has  been  tnMaqnillizing  and  good.    I  think  that  in  certain  pan 
he  State  the  mere  presence  of  the  troops — the  mere  fact  of  their  being  there- 
tended  to  repress  the  people  inclined  to  lawlessness,  and  g/ve  encouragement  to  ot 


persons  there,  and  the  negroes  especially,  to  exercise  the  new  rights  conferred  uiff 
them.  I 

Question,  Do  you  have  this  opinion  upon  petitions  received  irom  citizens  in  differei^ 
counties  of  the  State,  or  from  the  maniler '  in  which  troops  are  welcomed  as  they  ar 
sent  to  the  different  points  in  the  State  f 

Answer,  From  both.  Matters  have  changed  very  much  since  I  came  in.  I  find  now 
in  sending  troops,  that  almost  everybody  is  glad  to  have  the  United  States  troops 
come.  The  men  who  were  on  the  confederate  side  during  the  war  are  kind  to  our  mtii. 
and  oflQcers  in  several  parts  of  the  State  have  been  most  kindly  treated.  At  Tuskege«' 
our  officers  were  gladly  welcomed.  They  say,  of  course,  if  they  must  have  troops,  they 
prefer  the  best  they  can  get,  the  organized  force. 

Question,  Have  yon  ever  had  applications  for  troops  from  the  city  of  Selma  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  last  winter  I  had  an  application  from  some  of  the  very  best  men 
there.  I  sent  down  a  force  from  Patona  immediately.  There  seemed  to  be  a  very  bad 
state  of  things  there.  This  officer  told  me  he  was  received  most  kimlly.  Passing  there 
the  other  day,  some  gentlemen  referred  to  it-,  and  said  to  me  how  glad  they  were  to  re- 
ceive them ;  how  important  their  action  was. 

Question.  Then  you  think  the  troops  have  acted  as  conservators  of  the  peace  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  as  conservators  of  the  peace  alone. 

QuMtioit,  How  much  truthfulness  is  there  in  the  clamor  which  is  made  thronghon* 
the  press  that  the  troops  are  here  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing  tho  people,  and  depriv- 
ing them  of  any  portion  of  their  rights  f 

Answer,  1  have  never  been  able  to  take  that  view  of  it  at  all ;  never  for  a  moment. 
I  do  not  think  any  action  of  the  troops-— certainly  not  since  I  have  been  in  Alab**"**" 
will  support  that  argument  a  moment. 

Question.  Yet  you  have  seen  the  charges  made  in  the  newspapers,  have  you  "<**       ^ 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir.  ^ 
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QM$tion,  Are  the  troops  now  located,  and  have  they  generally  been  located,  in  dis- 
tudied  portions  of  the  State  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  always.  In  this  district  -we  have  been  speaking  of,  in  replying 
to  tbe  question  of  Mr.  Pratt,  there  arc  no  troops;  there  is  not  a  soldier  in  the  whole 
dititrict.  There  are  some  in  Mississippi,  at  Aberdeen,  and  one  or  two  other  places  along 
the  line,  but  not  in  Alabama. 

Question,  Is  it  not  quiet  in  North  Alabama  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes. 

Question.  Is  the  necessity  for  troops  there  as  great  as  in  West  Alabama  f 

Answer,  I  know  of  no  necessity  for  troops  in  North  Alabama  at  all. 

Quesiiim,  Do  you  think  it  would  tend  to  peace  and  good  order  to  have  them  trans- 
ported from  that  place  to  the  western  portion  of  the  State  f 

Answer,  1  think  so.  I  would  like  to  say  there  is  but  one  company.  I  have  but  fif- 
koD  men  for  duty  at  Huntdville ;  but  I  believe,  so  far  as  I  know  the  sentiment  of  that 
section  of  the  State,  that  they  are  decidedly  in  favor  of  law  and  peace  and  order,  and 
tbe  punishment  of  crime  by  law. 

Qucstum.  That  sentiment  is  increasing  and  growing  stronger  f  / 

Answer,  Decidedly  so.  * 

Question,  Have  you,  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties,  found  it  necessary  to  recommend 
tlie  presence  of  troopt»  in  certain  points  in  this  State  f 

Answer,  I  have,  sir.  I  made  an  earnest  recommendation  that  troops  should  be  sent 
to  the  town  of  Eutaw,  and  permanently  kept  there ;  that  I  thought  that  the  comple- 
tion of  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad,  and  the  easy  communication  of  Tusca- 
loosa and  Livingston,  would  answer  all  purposes. 

Question,  Were  troops  sent  in  accordance  with  your  recommendation  T 

Answer,  They  have  not  been,  yet.  ^ 

Question,  From  your  knowledge  of  the  public  sentiment  in  Alabama^  and  the  feeling 
of  the  people  here,  do  you  think  that  a  republican  can  advocate  his  prmciples  publicly 
all  over  the  State  without  any  apprehension  of  )>ersona1  violence  or  injury  t 

Anstrer,  I  think  he  can  do  it  now  a  great  deal  better  than  ho  ever  could  before.  I 
think  in  some  porta  of  the  State  he  could  do  it  without  the  least  hesitancy ;  they  would 
all  listen  to  him ;  but  I  think  that  in  other  portions  of  the  State  there  would  be  a  little 
hesitancy,  if  not  open  opposition. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  speeches  at  Eutaw  last  year  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  them  all. 

QucsiioR.  Did  you  hear  anything  inflammatory  or  exciting,  disturbing  the  citizens? 

Answer,  The  tone  of  all  the  speeches  I  heard  was  the  reverse.  I  heard  General 
Warner  and  Governor  Parsons,  and  their  tone  was  entirely  to  the  contrary  ;  their 
speeches  were  exceedingly  conciliatory  and  judicious. 

Question.  Some  witnesses  have  expressed  the  view  that  had  it  not  been  for  that  riot, 
Governor  Lindsay  would  have  carried  the  county  by  about  five  hundred  democratic 
majority.    Are  you  of  that  opinion  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  all.    I  do  not  see  how  they  argue  in  that  way. 

Question,  Of  course  yon  heard  exhaustively  of  that  aflfair  f 

^fi^trr?'.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  present.  There  was  a  large  number  of  negroes  at  that  meet- 
ing.   I  did  not  often  go  to  these  }K)litical  meetings. 

Question.  Politicians  are  in  the  habit  of  speaking  of  troops  being  quartered  on  com- 
munities, and  the  people's  action  being  controlled  by  bayonets  at  their  throats.  Will 
you  please  explain  all  that  is  done  when  troops  are  sent  to  localities  on  the  request  of 
the  civil  officers? 

Answer,  At  the  request  of  the  civil  officers,  I  have  generally  issued  an  order  and  the 
troops  have  started.  They  come  to  the  place,  and  take  their  position.  It  has  been  a 
complaint,  constantly  made  to  me  by  the  officers,  that  when  they  arrive  they  find  no- 
body. A  sheriff  sometimes  conies,  but  very  often  does  pot  come.  They  generally  send 
and  inform  him  that  they  are  there.  In  almost  every  instance,  they  stay  there,  and  it 
ii)  just  a  mere  moral  effect  produced  by  their  presence.  The  people  whose  applications 
bring  them  there  do  not  often  appear.  Officers  have  frequently  complained  that  they 
find  nobody  to  show  them  any  attention.  I  presume  it  is  on  account  of  the  feeling 
which  the  civil  officers  have,  not  wanting  to  identify  themselves  with  the  troops  right 
away,  lest  they  mi^ht  get  the  credit  of  having  brought  them  there,  but  occasionally 
some  one  comes  ana  makes  his  appearance  in  the  camp ;  very  frequently  it  is  the  gen- 
tleman on  whose  place  they  are  camped.  Very  often  it  is  a  democrat;  he  tells  them 
that  he  is  glad  to  see  them  come ;  that  he  does  not  know  the  necessity  for  their  coming, 
but  if  they  must  have  troops  there,  they  would  rather  have  United  States  troops  than 
any  others,  and-  then  he  would  show  them  some  better  place  to  camp.  I  know  in 
Livingston,  when  our  troops  went  there,  they  did  not  meet  the  sheriff  or  any  civil 
officer.  Mr.  Hale  took  them  to  his  place,  where  they  staid.  I  have  been  struck  by 
this  fact,  that  wherever  I  have  had  troops  stationed,  when  I  came  to  take  them  away 
the  people  generally  wanted  them  to  stay.  ^ 

Question,  You  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  democrats  wanted  them  to  st^y  ? 
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Anncer,  Yes,  sir ;  both  sides ;  the  men  spend  money,  and  they  have  found  that  the 
troops  were  not  used,  except  in  the  most  legitimate  way,  as  preservers  of  peace  and 
order.  They  saw  there  was  no  ground  of  complaint  against  them ;  that  they  were  as 
much  their  friends  as  of  anybody  else.  It  is  fair  to  say  that  many  of  the  soldiers 
are  democrats,  if  they  have  any  politics.  They  dislike  the  negroes,  and  have  no  affilia- 
tion with  them. 

Question,  So  that  there  is  no  foundation  for  this  allegation  that  the  troops  are  qnar- 
tered  upon  any  community  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Or  that  the  action  of  the  community  is  controlled  by  bayonets  T 

Ansicer.  No,  sir.  I  think  that  is  so  far  irom  being  the  fact,  that,  as  a  general  thing, 
the  people  of  this  State  and  all  other  Southern  States,  where  1  have  been,  would  rather 
see  the  troops  go  away  because  the  very  fact  of  their  being  here  addresses  itself  to 
them  as  an  evidence  that  they  are  here  to  keep  them  in  order ;  but  as  they  are  finding 
out  that  they  are  simply  to  control  the  lawless,  and  prevent  the  bad  from  committing 
violence,  the  people  have  ceased  to  have  any  such  opinion  about  it.  I  don't  think  the 
people  of  Huntsville  to-day  would  willingly  see  the  troops  removed,  and  I  have  been 
with  them  a  long  while,  and  have  considerable  attachment  for  them.  I  speak  of  the 
community  generally — the  citizens  of  the  town. 

Question.  Have  your  troops  ever  been  used  for  any  other  purpose  in  Alabama  than  as 
conservators  of  the  peace  f 

Answer.  Never,  on  any  occasion,  have  they  been  used  for  any  other  purpose. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  You  spoke  of  a  large  republican  majority  that  there  was  in  Greene  County— 
2,700. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  between  two  and  three  thousand. 

Question,  Wore  you  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  democratic  vote  was  much  larger  at 
the  last  election,  and  that  that  was  one  of  the  causes  of  the  reduction  of  the  radical 
vote  in  Greene  County  f 

Answer,  No,  general,  I  was  not  aware  of  that.  I  never  gave  any  particular  attention 
to  it.    That  is  merely  what  I  have  heard ;  it  struck  everybody  as  very  remarkable. 

Question,  That  is  a  fact  that  was  in  testimony,  that  the  democratic  vote  wa^  much 
■  larger  at  the  last  election  in  Greene  County  than  it  had  been  previously,  and  that  the 
diminution  of  the  radical  vote  was  to  a  certain  extent  ;iccounted  for  by  it ;  and  the  tes- 
timony spoken  of  by  Mr.  Buckley,  in  which  the  opinion  was  expressed  that  but  for  that 
riot  which  inflamed  the  negroes  and  brought  them  out,  the  democratic  vote  would  have 
been  still  larger,  is  the  explanation  that  was  offered. 

Answer.  Which  excited  the  negroes  and  brought  them  out  to  vote? 

Question,  Was  there  not  hostility  to  the  democrats  by  reason  of  this  riot  f 

Anstcer,  I  never  heaid  of  that  before. 

Question,  You  have  been  asked  the  question  if  the  good  men  of  the  community  had 
sot  their  faces  agrinst  these  disturbances,  in  different  sections  of  the  State,  could  they 
not  have  controlled  and  put  ^  stop  to  them,  and  you  have  expressed  an  opinion  that 
they  could  ? 

Anstcer,  I  have. 

Question,  I  will  ask  yon  whether  if  the  officers  of  the  law  had  been  efficient,  if  they  had 
been  fairly  elected,  instead  of  being  thrust  upon  the  people  by  an  act  of  Congress,  and 
had  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  community,  they  would  not  have  been  much  more 
efficient  in  preserving  the  peace  T 

Anstcer.  I  think  there  is  no  question  about  that ;  I  do  not  make  any  decision  in  my 
mind  in  regard  to  the  specitic  points  in  that  question,  because  these  are  subjects 
upon  which  I  ought  not  to  decide,  but  I  am  of  the  conviction  that  if  the  civil  officere, 
from  proper  reasons,  had  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  community,  they  would  have 
been  far  more  efficient,  and  there  would  have  been  less  of  these  troubles. 

Question,  They  were  in  great  part  utterly  inefficient  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so.  The  great  maijority  with  whom  I  had  to  deal  were 
inefficient  men.  When  I  would  answer  their  call  for  troops,  they  would  get  behind  the 
troops  when  they  got  there,  expecting  them  to  do  their  duty  for  them;  that  was  what 
Tendered  me  so  cautious. 

Question,  You  have  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  portion  of  the  State  in  which  there 
was  the  greatest  hostility  to  the  ne^o  was  the  mountain  region  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so ;  particularly  that  class  that  live  in  what  they  call  tbe 
beats,  and  in  the  mountain  region  generally. 

Question,  Were  these  people  generally  Union  men  during  the  war  T 

Answer,  That  I  do  not  know.  I  do  not  know  of  what  politics  the  men  were  in  Ala- 
bama and  Mississippi. 

Question,  Do  you  know,  as  a  matter  of  history,  for  instance,  that  we  enlisted  lai^e 
bodies  of  men  in  North  Alabama  ?  ^ 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
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Question,  You  know,  as  a  matter  of  history,  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  and  he* 
ibre  the  outbreak  of  the  ^ar,  Northern  Alabama  was  almost  unanimously  for  the 
Union? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  There  were  very  few  exceptions  to  the  rule.  I  believe  it  is  a  matter  of 
hi8(t)ry  that  their  entire  delegation  in  the  convention  called  for  secession  were  elected 
as  Union  men.    Do  you  not  know  that  as  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  State  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  remember  that  that  is  so.  The  first  Alabama  regiment  was  raised 
there.    It  fought  upon  our  side. 

Question,  It  is  not  true,  then,  that  this  spirit  of  hostility  to  the  negro  exists  among  the 
old  slave-holders,  or  in  that  portion  of  the  State  where  secession  was  most  popular  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  the  planter  hostile  to  him  in  that  sense  at  all.  He 
wants  his  labor ;  he  knows  he  is  still  valuable  to  him,  and  he  does  not  want  to  kill  him 
or  drive  him  away. 

Question,  The  other  class  have  always  had  hostility  to  the  negro  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  always ;  they  were  jealous  of  him  before  the  war. 

Question,  They  considered  negroes  as  persons  who  interfered  with  their  labor  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  their  rivals. 

Question.  This  is  especially  observable  on  the  lines  of  railroad  that  penetrate  through 
that  country  ? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  These'  troubles  of  which  you  speak  in  Calhoun  County  have  arisen,  as 
appears  from  these  affidavits,  from  the  negro,  as  one  of  them  expresses  it,  and  the 
hostility  especially  is  to  these  negroes  working  upon  our  Toads  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  noticed  that. 

Question,  I  have  forgotten  the  names  of  the  parties  connected  with  these  railroads 
whose  affidavits  you  read. 

Answer,  Mr.  Barney,  of  the  Selma,  Rome  and  Dalton  road,  applied  to  me. 

Question.  He  uses  the  expression  that  they  are  especially  hostile  to  the  "  negroes  em- 
ployed on  our  road." 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  infer,  from  your  knowledge  of  these  matters,  and  the  character  of 
these  affidavits^  that  the  hostility  of  that  class  of  white  men  to  the  negro  is  more  on 
account  of  his  mterference  with  their  occupations,  their  labor  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  It  is  from  that  more  than  from  political  considerations  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  that  to  be  the  case  in  North  Alabama,  where  I  am  more 
particularly  acquainted  with  the  fact. 

Question.  Would  there  be  any  necessity  for  troops  if  the  civil  officers  in  the  State  of 
Alabama  were  efficient  in  performing  their  duties  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  in  some  cases  there  would  be. 

Question.  If,  in  addition  to  that,  the  officers  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  white  peo- 
ple, would  there  be  any  need  for  troops  ? 

Answer.  I  should  think  so :  there  are  places  where  I  would  still  keep  troops. 

Question.  In  speaking  t)f  tne  quartering  of  troops  upon  the  people,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  which  you  have  stated,  and  of  which  I  have  no  doubt,  that  the  troops  under 
your  command  have  never  interfered  except  in  a  case  where  called  upon  by  official 
authority,  is  it  not  regarded  as  a  stigma  by  the  people  at  large  of  the  Sta^e  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  it  is ;  that  is  what  1  have  said,  that  they  would  prefer  not  to  have 
them,  because  every  time  they  see  a  soldier,  they  regard  the  fact  that  he  is  there  to  keep 
them  in  order.  That  was  the  case,  but  is  not  so  much  so  now.  I  think  they  have  dis- 
covered that  the  troojps  are  used  so  decidedly  in  accordance  with  law,  that  they  do  not 
care  anything  about  it,  and  in  some  places  they  decidedly  prefer  to  have  them,  because 
they  spend  money. 

Question.  They  prefer  troops  infinitely  to  the  militia  that  would  have  been  put  upon 
them  by  previous  governors  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question.  Have  any  militia  ever  been  raised  m  this  State  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  never.  Governor  Smith  made  several  attempts  to  raise  volunteer 
militia,  but  he  could  not  get  anybody  to  take  it  in  hand. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  he  have  a  draft  f 

Answer.  No,  sir:  he  never  drafted  any  militia  at  all.  General  Dustin,  here,  is  the 
jBoioT  general.  He  has  no  militia  ;  no  staff.  He  said  he  called  Governor  Lindsay's  at- 
tention to  the  law  the  other  day,  and  th^t  he  was  proceeding  to  organize  this  volunteer 
militia.  He  said,  at  least,  that  that  was  a  good  thine,  and  he  wouldliave  it  done.  There 
is  a  law  now  on  the  statute-book  lyhich  requires  Uiat  v^^^i^^  forty  men  or  more  enroll 


1180      CONDITION   OF   AFFAIRS   IN    THE   SOUTHERN    STATES. 

themselves  and  choose  their  officers,  the  governor,  upon  application,  shall  take  them  ia 
as  volunteer  companies. 

Question,  In  referring  to  the  probability  of  disturbances  at  the  election  approaching, 
you  do  not  mean  the  election  of  next  year,  but  the  election  for  local  officers  this  yeaif 

Atmcer.  1  mean,  geiiercd,  any  election  for  some  time  to  come,  and  especially  a  gei^nil 
election,  a  presidential  or  congressional  election  particularly. 

Question,  There  are  a  great  man>  causes  of  irritation  in  the  election,  growing  out  of 
what  is  considered  a  fraudulent  and  unfair  election  law,  is  there  not  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  An  election  law  which  forbids  challenging ;  which  forbids  the  scrutiny  of 
any  man's  right  to  vote  who  presents  himself  and  demands  it ;  is  not  that  the  casef 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  a  good  deal  of  complaint. 

Question,  Is  that  naturally  a  cause  of  irritation  to  those  who  think  the  elections  are 
conducted  unfairly  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  General,  you  have  submitted  a  great  many  affidavits,  and  spoken  of  the  io- 
formafion  which  haa  been  laid  before  you,  as  an  officer  in  command  m  this  State,  of 
outrages  committed  upon  a  certain  class  of  people ;  had  it  not  come  to  your  knowledge, 
since  yon  have  been  a  resident  of  this  State,  that  there  have  been  gross  and  flagrant 
outrages,  especially  in  the  way  of  pilfering,  and  stealing,  and  plundering,  by  the  civil 
officers  of  the  State  f 

Answer,  I  have  heard  such  accusations,  sir — I  have  heard  of  them,  and  have  read  the 
discussions  in  regard  to  them  in  the  papers. 

Question,  In  your  association  with  the  people  of  this  State,  have  you  not  observed 
that  among  the  causes  of  discontent  and  of  irritation,  that  plays  a  most  conspioooos 
part? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  it  does.    It  is  a  constant  subject  of  complaint 

Question,  That  the  new  condition  of  things  has  exposed  them  to  have  everything 
swept  away  from  them  by  the  thieves  who  have  been  let  loose  upon  them,  and  by  the 
appropriations  of  public  moneys  f 

Answer,  They  do  make  that  complaint.  The  whole  Government  are  called  fools  and 
thieves  from  the  stump,  and  in  the  declamation  of  the  party— by  General  Clauton,  f<tt 
example. 

Question.  I  do  not  refer  to  any  declamation  on  the  stump,  or  even  what  appeared  in 
the  newspapers  as  matter  of  electioneering;  but  in  private  association  with  the  peo- 
ple of  this  iState,  has  it  not  been  spoken  of  as  a  deep-seated  cause  for  discontent,  that 
they  were  helpless  and  exposed  to  plunder  ? 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  From  strangers  who  had  come  among  them,  put  in  office  by  the  negroeet 

Anstce}'.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  heard  those  statements  and  complaints. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  to  be  a  just  complaint  f 

Answer.  I  think,  sometimes,  the  complaints  were  very  reckless ;  indeed,  generally 
very  reckless,  and  I  cannot  answer  the  question  a«  to  whether  I  believe  them  just,  be- 
cause I  never  examined  into  the  matter  at  all.  I  never  considered  that  it  was  a  mat- 
ter with  which  I  had  anything  to  do,  but  that  the  complaint  is  general,  and  was  cod- 
Btantly  made  to  me,  is  a  fact. 

Question,  Do  you  not  think  it  is  something  of  a  hardship  for  the  people  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  services  of  their  best  men  in  office — those  in  whom  they  have  oontidencef 

Answen\  Yes,  sir ;  but  all  of  their  good  men  are  not  under  disabilities. 

Question.  And  to  be  ruled  by  men  who  are  entire  strangers  to  themf 

Answer,  I  do,  decidedly^  as  an  abstract  proposition — unquestionably. 

Question,  You  think  it  is  natural  that  those  people  should  be  restive  under  such  a 
system  being  imposed  upon  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir:  from  their  stand-point,  I  should  think  so. 

Question,  If  you  had  to  stand  on  that  point  and  survey  your  own  country 

Answer,  I  would  },hink  so ;  but  I  do  not  stand  on  that  point. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  General,  I  will  ask  you  if  you,  as  a  military  officer,  had  taken  an  oath  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stat^ ;  had  been  educated  at  the  public  ex- 
pense ;  had  afterwaitds  voluntarily  engaged  in  rebellion  against  the  Government,  and 
sought,  for  four  ^ears,  by  all  your  skill  and  your  every  effort  of  mind  and  body,  So 
break  up  the  Union,  would  you  regard  it  as  a  very  great  penalty  that  you  should  ke 
prevented  from  holding  office  again? 

Ansxcer,  No,  sir :  I  would  not. 

Question,  Would  you  regard  it  as  a  just  cause  of  complaint  against  the  Govenunoot 
that  you  were  not  allowed  again  to  hold  a  commission  from  the  Government  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  anybody  in  the  State  of  Alabama  that  is  now  disabled 
m  holding  office  except  that  class  of  men  who  have  once  taken  an  oath  to  support 
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the  Constitntion  of  the  United  States,  and  have  violated  that  oath  by  engaging  in  the 
rebellion  f 

Anstcer.  No ;  I  know  of  none. 

Question.  Is  not  the  secret  and  principal  canse  of  discontent,  npon  the  part  of  the 
democratic  portion  of  the  people  of  Alabama,  that  they  have  not  now  the  political 
control  of  the  affairs  of  the  State  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  is. 

Qvestioii.  And  is  not  a  great  deal  of  this  vituperation,  of  which  you  have  spoken, 
caused  by  the  fact  that  they  are  a  little  envious  of  the  happy  possessors  of  the  offices? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  that  has  a  good  deal  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  You  were  asked  whether  Northern  Alabama  did  not  elect  members  to  the 
secession  convention  who  were  openly  opposed  to  secession,  and  you  have  stated  that 
it  did.  I  will  ask  you  to  state,  further,  if  those  members  did  not  afterwards,  as  a 
general  thing,  vote  for  the  ordinance  of  secession,  and  become  ardent  and  determined 
aeoessionistsT 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  majority  of  them  did. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  feeling  against  the  soldiery  in  the  Stat«  of  Alabama. 
Does  this  feeling  arise  against  them  asj^he  representatives  of  the  poAver  of  the  Govem- 
niect,  or  as  a  part  of  that  Army  againSt  which  the  people  of  tbo  South  fought f 
•  Anstoer.  No,  sir;  it  is  against  them  as  the  representative  of  the  military  power  of  the 
GoTemment. 

Question.  You  have  stated,  in  your  answer  to  General  Blair,  that  yon  think  many  of 
tb^  disturbances  exist  and  are  not  put  down,  and  the  offenders  are  not  brought  to 
punishment,  on  account  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  civil  officers  f 
'  Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Now,  I  ask  yon  to  state  whether  you:  think  there  is  a  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  democratic  portion  of  the  community  to  forrn  a  posse,  at  the  instance  of  a 
radical  sheriff,  in  order  to  put  down  these  disturbances  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  how  that  may  be,  generally,  I  could  not  answer  ;  but  I  know  that 
in  particular  instances  a  great  many  such  men  as  would  form  a  posse,  told  me  they 
were  perfectly  willing  to  go. 

Question.  To  put  the  .question  in  another  form,  so  as  to  get  yonr  views  fully  upon 
this  point,  I  will  ask  you  whether  there  is  a  sustaining  public  sentiment  to  help  a  radical 
jndge  and  sheriff  to  put  down  these  offenses  and  stop  this  lawlessness  f 

Answer,  In  all  parts  of  the  State  f 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

Question.  And  if  there  were  such  a  sustained  public  sentiment  in  these  disturbed 
localities,  do  you  not  think  the  perpetrators  of  these  acts  of  violence  could  be  arrested 
without  the  interference  of  the  military  authorities  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  have  expTe8se<l  the  opinion,  general,  that  if  you  were  an  educated  and 
sworn  officer  of  the  United  States,  you  would  not  consider  it  a  very  great  penalty 
if,  for  violating  that  oath,  you  should  be  deprived  of  your  employment.  I  will  ask  you 
whether  if  a  citizen  of  this  country  you  would  like  to  be  deprived  of  anj'  position 
which  he  occupies  without  a  fair  trial  before  a  court  of  justice,  and  a  due  conviction 
according  to  law. 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

Question.  Whether  with  the  Constitution  of  the  country  to  shield  you,  you  would 
coisider  that  you  were  fairly  treated  if  you  were  simply  dismissed  from  your  employ- 
Bient,  and  rendered  perpetually  ineligible  by  a  bill  of  attainder  and  ex  post  facto  law  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not ;  but  whatever  might  be  the  question,  if  its  issue  wore 
siibmitted  to  battle,  I  should  be  prepared  to  abide  by  the  result. 

Question.  That  is,  probably,  what  every  man  has  been  compelled  to  do  ;  but  there  is 
no  issue  of  battle,  as  to  whether  you  should  hold  office  or  not,  and  whether  you  should 
be  rendered  ineligible  or  not ;  the  issue  of  battle  was  not  predicated  upon  that. 

Answer.  But  is  it  not  one  of  the  results  of  that  iss«e  f 

Question.  I  do  not  see  that  any  such  results  can  be  drawn  from  it.  I  understand  that 
the  Constitntion  of  the  country  says  that  no  man  shall  be  condemned  without  atrial, 
and  I  mean  not  a  trial  by  battle,  but  a  trial  by  the  law,  according  to  the  forms  of  law, 
and  I  do  not  understand  that  any  of  these  gentlemen  have  been  put  under  disabilities 
for  holding  office  by  reason  of  any  trial  by  law,  but  simply  by  an  act  of  Confess 
which  has  rendered  them  ineligible,  and  when  they  are  thus  disabled  from  participat- 
ing in  the  benefits  of  the  Government,  is  it  reasonable  to  call  upon  them  to  execute 
the  laws  and  maintain  order  when  they  are  not  to  have  the  benefit  of  them  T 

Answer.  When  they  are  not  to  have  the  benefit  t  )OqIc 

Question,  No,  sir ;  when  they  are  disabled  by  the  verj'  laws  themselves  1        o 

Answer.  That  disability  is  temporary  only. 
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Question,  It  remains  for  their  lives  unless  sooner  removed 

Anmoer.  If  they  choose  to,  they  can  have  it  removed  themselves,  by  their  own  impli- 
cation. 

Question.  I  have  not  found  that  to  be  the  experience  of  a  good  many  of  them. 

Answer.  In  reference  to  that  other  question  on  which  I  said  my  stand-point  was 
different  from  theil^  I  will  say,  I  have  no  objection  in  the  world  to  admitting  all  these 
men;  I  think  it  is  a  hardship  to  deprive  the  people  of  their  best  men,  but  if  the  admis- 
sion of  these  men  is  to  be  dangerous  to  the  Union,  they  should  be  kept  out. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Did  yon  understand  that  this  was  meant  as  a  measure  of  safety  or  of  pun- 
ishment f 

Answer,  As  a  measure  of  safety.  I  have  always  looked  upon  it  in  that  way ;  safety 
to  the  Union,  and  that  its  life  must  not  again  beimperiled. 

Question,  It  was  not  intended,  then,  as  a  punishment  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  it  was  not  a  punishment,  in  my  judgment. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Regarded  as  a  punishment,  do  you  not  think  it  was  the  very  lightest  pen- 
alty that  their  great  crime  admitted  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  very  lightest. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  1  understand  that  you  look  upon  this  matter  as  it  affects  the  State  and 
society,  and  not  as  specially  applicable  to  the  individual  himself;  whereas  it  might  to 
a  man  of  ability,  who  is  able  to  take  care  of  himself,  be  a  veiy  light  punishment  to 
debar  him  from  oflQco  that  he  did  not  want ;  yet  to  deprive  the  State  of  the  services  of 
all  of  its  ablest  men,  and  to  intrude  strangers  unknown  to  the  people,  and  mostly 
adventurers,  to  conduct  their  affairs,  is  a  grievance  against  the  whole  body  politic,  and 
not  simply  a  punishment  of  a  few  individuals;  is  not  that  th<^  most  objectionable 
aspect  in  which  this  policy  is  to  be  viewed  f 

Answer,  I  would  like  to  hear  exactly  the  point  of  that  question  again. 

Qiiestion,  The  point  of  the  question  is,  that  the  greatest  grievance  is  not  so  much 
that  of  the  individuals  who  are  deprived  of  the  power  of  holding  office,  as  that  of  the 
State  which  is  deprived  of  the  services  of  its  ablest  and  best  men.  Do  you  not  con- 
ceive it  to  be  so  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  those  men  who  are  excluded  from  office  include  the  whole  of 
the  able  men  in  any  one  of  the  States  at  all ;  they  are  a  very  small  fraction ;  other 
men  in  the  State  are  qyite  as  able  who  did  not  happen  to  have  been  in  political  life  or 
to  have  held  conspicuous  positions.  I  do  not  think  it  sets  the  State  back  at  all ;  there 
are  other  men  quite  as  able,  if  the  people  would  elect  them. 

Question,  It  includes  all  who  held  any  State  offices  f 

Anewer.  It  includes  all  who  violated  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

Question,  That  is,  all  State  officers  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  it  possible  that  all  the  men  who  have,  in  the  past  history  of  this  State, 
held  any  office  of  any  consequence  do  not  include  the  largest  portion  of  the  most  able 
and  experienced  ? 

An9wer,  I  have  not  thought  so. 

Question,  I  think  if  you  will  ponder  the  matter  you  will  come  to  that  conclusion.  * 

Answer,  It  appeared  to  me  that  the  whole  number  thus  excluded,  over  the  whole 
South,  did  not  amount  to  so  very  many. 

• 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Has  not  Congress  been  very  liberal  in  removing  these  political  disabilities 
whenever  these  men,  excluded  bv  the  operation  of  the  fourteenth  amendment,  have 
made  application  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

Question,  Is  there  not  a  sentiment  of  pride  among  this  class  of  persons,  that  as  a 
general  thing  induces  them  to  abstain  from  applying ;  do  they  not  expect  the  Govern- 
ment to  come  to  them  and  extend  amnesty  voluntarily  to  them  as  if  they  were  a  cla» 
very  much  wronged  ? 

Answer.  What  their  inferences  may  be  I  cannot  tell,  but  it  is  very  possible  that  you 
are  right.    That  is  certainly  the  case*;  they  do  not  apply. 

By  Mr.  Blair :  ^         ^^ GoO^Ic 

Question,  Might  that  not  arise  from  the  fact  that  they,  not  being  republictos,  have 
no  hope  of  their  application  being  favorably  considered  t 
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insurer.  There  are  many  instances  inhere  men  -who  were  very  ardent  secessionists 
and  prominent  in  the  confederate  cause  have  had  their  disabilities  removed. 
QuegtUm.  They  have  since  become  republicans  f 
Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  some  of  them  have  not 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.'  Was  not  the  present  governor  of  the  State  relieved  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  and  Judge  GJoldthwaite  and  Representative  Sloss  were  relieved. 

Question,  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  republican  party  of  this  State  are  very  much  in 
£ftvor  of  the  removal  of  all  political  disabilities  T 

Anmoer,  Decidedly ;  and  I  was  about  to  say  that  a  general  amnesty  would  be  the  very 
beat  act  that  could  be  done  whenever  Congress  thinks  it  time  to  do  it. 

By  the  Chauuian  : 
QuesUofL  Reaching  up  the  whole  line  to  the  head — ^the  president  of  the  confederacy  t 
Answer,  I  think  there  are  certain  exceptions,  which,  even  if  they  are  left  to  the 
people  of  the  South,  they  would  make.    I  think  we  could  very  well  do  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  You  have  been  asked,  if  the  civil  authorities  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the 
people,  would  there  be  any  necessity  for  troops  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  I  ask  if  there 
be  not  localities  where  no  republican,  however  good  an  officer,  could  gain  the  confidence 
of  the  people,  and  especially  the  white  people  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  there  are  some  parts  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Then  the  officer,  in  order  to  be  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  must 
enjoy  that  confidence,  must  he  not  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Does  not  the  efficiency  of  a  public  officer  depend  very  much  on  the  hearty 
support  of  the  public  sentiment  which  surrounds  him  f 

Answer.  Certainly  it  doe^s. 

Question,  Does  not  the  civil  law  generally  receive  its  strength  from  a  correct  public 
sentiment  in  the  community  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  does. 

Question,  Are  there  not  localities  in  this  State  where,  even  if  an  officer  were  efficient 
and  discharges  his  duty,  there  would  yet  be  a  failure  to  execute  the  law  on  account  of 
the  trouble  m  selecting  jurors  of  which  you  have  spoken  T 

Answer.  I  think  there  are. 
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APPENDIX  OF  DOCUMENTS  REFERRED  TO  IN  THE  TESTIMONY  OF  GEN- 
ERAL S.  W.  CRAWFORD. 

Index  to  civU  documents  for  1869, 

CLASSIFICATION. 

Class  first — Reports  of  investigations,  &c.,  by  officers,  with  appended  docnmcnts. 
Class  second. — Applications  for  military  aid,  affidavits,  statements,  &c.,  from  civiliana 

Class  first. — Reports  of  intfestigationSf  ^c,  by  offlcerSj  itiih  appended  doannents. 


No. 


Bate 


Writer. 


Purport. 


1809. 
Aug.  11 


Aug.  23 


Aug.  24 


Aug.  20 
Aug.  27 


Oct      1 


Oct     2 


Oct    96 
Nov.  14 


a  W.  Crawford,  colo- 
nel Secoud  Inuuitry, 
brevet  ms^oT  gene- 
ral 


Lieut  TV.  M.  Wallace, 
United  States  Army. 


Capt  G.  H.  McTiOugh- 
liD,  Second  United 
States  lufantty. 

do , 

M.  F.  Gallagher,  lieu- 
tenant Second  In- 
fantry, brevet  cap- 
tain. 

JamoB  Miller,  lieu- 
tenant Second  In- 
fantry. 


Charles  Keller,  lieu- 
teuuut  Second  In- 
fantiy. 


.do, 
.do. 


Letter  to  CoIonelJ.  H.  Taylor,  Msiatant  a4Jntuit  preoenl,  De- 
partment of  the  South,  forwarding  documents  in  the  case  of 
Dean  IJeynolds  (colored)  vs.  Kn-KIux. 

Appended :  Keport  of  Lieutenant  Keller,  note  from  Judge  Fovd. 
affidavit  of  Dean  Keynolds,  and  appeal  of  General  Crawfo^ 
to  the  governor  of  the  State ;  also,  his  excellency's  reply 
thereto. 

Reports  regarding  outrage  upon  George  Moore  and  Robert 
Koundtree,  (colored,)  citisens  of  Alpine,  Georgia. 

Appended:  Affidavits  of  Cynthia  Bryant,  Riena  Barry,  (col- 
ored ;)  statement  of  George  Moore,  (colored.)  affidavit  of 
Josluia  L.  Belote,  (white,)  and  statement  of  John  Hamihiwi 
(white.) 

Rejwrts  arrival  of  Henry  Evans,  and  statement  r^arding skir- 
mish between  colored  men  and  Ku-Klux. 

Reports  result  of  investigation  of  disturbances  at  Viama. 
Reports  regarding  state  of  affiurs  in  Greene  County,  Alabsma. 


Report  regarding  intimidation  of  voter* 

Appended :  List  of  registered  colored  voters  and  votes  cast  in 

De  Kalb  County,  Alabama ;  affidavits  of  John  Stewart  and 

Isadas  H.  Davis. 
Letter  transmitting  certificate  of  Judge  Hnnnicntt 
Appended :  Certificate  of  Jud^c  Uuuuicutt  certifying  to  the 

fact  that  no  election  was  held  in  precinct  No.  1,  Cleburne 

County,  fifth  congressional  district  of  Alabama,  and  giving 

reason  rendered  by  inspector  therefor. 
Reports  the  murder  of  a  negro,  and  measures  taken  to  arrtet 

tuo  murderers. 
Reports  outrage  penetrated  by  disguised  men. 


Class  second. — JppHcaiions  for  military  aid,  affidavits,  statements,  <f*c,  from  otrtltoM. 


S^o. 

Date. 

1 

1869. 
June  15 
June  15 
July    7 

4 
5 
6 
7 

July  12 
July  22 
July  24  ' 
July  29 

8 
9 
10 
11 
12 

July  30 
Aug.    4 
Aug.    4 
Aug.    7 
Aug.  18 

13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

Aug.  25 
Aug.  26 
Sepl.    1 
Sept    2 
Sept  18 

18 

Sept.  20 

19 
20 
21 

Sept.  22 
Sept  25 
Oct    27 

Nature  and  purport  of  communication. 


Affidavit  of  Diona  Williams  concerning  Ku-Klux  outrage. 

Affidavit  of  G.  ComeliouH  concerning  Ku-Klux  taking  arms,  &c. 

Letter  of  L.  M.  Douglas,  judge  of  probate,  rcquesting  that  troops  be  sent  to  certain  lo- 
calities ;  states  that  the  civil  authorities  are  unable  to  preserve  the  peace. 

Affidavit  of  Daniel  Vix  cor.ceming  attack  on  his  house. 

Statement  of  Deputy  Sheriff  Joseph  Lee  concerning  outrages  in  Lawrence  County. 

Affidavit  of  J.  Sanford  conceiiiing  the  murder  of  l^wis  CamplK^ll  by  disguised  men. 

Letter  of  J.  V.  Doyle,  sheriff  of  Madison  County,  asking  for  military  aid  to  arrest  oer 
tain  murderers,  &c- 

Mnlligan,  £.  M.,  makes  affida\*it  regarding  Ku-Klux  outrage. 

Affidavit  of  Mary  Campbell  concerning  the  murder  of  her  husband. 

Letter  (if  Captain  G.  II.  McLouj^hliu  inclosing  affidavit  of  Isliam  Henry. 

Affidavit  of  Samuel  Mastin  concerning  n>bbery  by  Kn-Klux. 

Affidavit  of  Moses  B.  Sullivan,  minister,  concerning  ill-treatment  received  from  Ku- 
Klux.     [See  testimony  of  A.  S.  Lakin.) 

Affidavit  of  Henry  Rivers  regarding  his  being  shot  by  Benjamin  Evans. 

Affidavit  of  W.  C  Stephens  concerning  attempt  to  arrest  w.  M.  Evans  and  others. 

Affidavit  of  W.  Meeks  eonccniing  forcible  entry  of  his  bouse  by  Ku-Klux. 

Affidavit  of  J.  "White  concerning  Ku-Klux  outrage. 

Petition  of  thirty-four  citizens  of  Vienna  for  military  protection  for  themselves  and 
property. 

Petition  of  W.  R  Hunnlcutt.  judge  of  probate,  and  twelve  other  citizens  of  Cteborne 
County,  Alabama,  for  military  prot<'ction.  • 

Letter  of  Robert  Feam  requestinjr  military  protection  for  Vienna  district 

Affidavit  of  J.  Leslie  concerning  Ku-Klux  outrages. 

Affidavit  of  William  Blafr  concerning  Ku-Klux  outrages. 


ALABAMA — SUB-COMMITTEB.  1185 

InitrucHons  b}f  Oenerdl  Terry  to  Oenefal  Crawford, 

Headquarters  Department  of  thA  South, 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  June  12, 1869. 
General:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  lOth  instant,  inclosing  letter  from 
the  probate  Judge  of  Maidison  County,  Alabama,  I  a|Q  instructed  by  the  department 
commander  to  imbrm  you  that  whenever  proper  application  for  assisnmceor  protection 
in  the  execution  of  any  writ  or  process  of  law  is  made  upon  you  by  any  officer  charged 
with  its  enforcement,  such  as  sheriff,  bailiff,  or  constable,  you  will  ^ant  it,  in  the  sense 
and  by  the  means  indicated  in  general  instructions  heretofore  furnished  for  your  guid- 
ance, reporting  the  circumstances  in  each  case^  with  your  action  thereon,  to  these  head- 
quarters. You  are  further  authorized,  when  m  your  judgment  it  may  be  deemed  ad- 
visable, to  communicate  direct  with  the  governor  of  Alabama  in  matters  pertaining  to 
the  execution  of  the  laws  requiring  the  action  of  the  military  anthyities. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  TAYLOB, 
AMiitani  Adjutant  Oen^rdL 
Brevet  M%)or  General  8.  W.  Crawford, 

Colonel  Second  United  Stat^  Infantry, 

Commanding  Poet  ofBuntaville,  HunteviUe,  AlaibawM. 


[No.  1.— ClMt  first,  laao.] 

Headquarters  Post  op  Huntsvilljb,  Alabama, 

Auguet  11,  1869. 
COLOITEL :  Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  report  from  the  officer  in  command 
at  Somerville,  Morgan  County;  also  communication  of  Judg^  Ford  in  regard  to  the 
execution  of  warrants.    It  is  but  a  sample  of  the  manner  in  which  justice  is  meted 
out  in  this  section. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Brevet  Major  General,  Commaimng, 
Colonel  Jos.  H.  Tatlor, 

Aeeiatant  Ai^utant  GenerdL 


Somsrvillb,  Alabama,  August  7, 1869. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  investigated  the  matter  contained  in 
indoeed  communication,  as  to  delay,  and  find  the  facts  as  follows :  The  warrants  were 
executed  on  the  same  day  (August  2)  that  Judge  Ford's  note  was  written,  and  long 
before  the  mail  left  this  place  for  Huntsville.  The  prosecutor,  Mr.  Raynolds,  was  at  the 
court  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant,  and  the  judge  stated  that  the  warrants  had 
not  been  executed,  and  there  would  be  no  trial,  or  words  to  that  effect,  whereupon  the 
prosecutor  left  for  home ;  not  more  than  an  hour  thereafter  the  prisoners  were  brought 
in  before  the  court,  and  the  judge  discharged  them,  stating,  as  a  reason,  that  there  was 
no  prosecutor,  when,  upon  his  (the  judge's)  own  statement,  the  prosecutor  had  left  for 
home,  and  there  was  not  even  an  attorney  appointed  by  the  court  to  represent  the 
State.  From  what  I  can  learn,  it  was  premeditated,  or  at  least  it  looks  so,  and  .makes 
the  inclosed  note  of  Judge  Ford's  a  prevarication  and  the  law  a  nullity. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  KELLER,  Jr., 
FIret  Lieutenant  Second  InfamHry, 
Lieutenant  James  Ulio, 

Second  Infantry,  Poet  Adjutant, 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
JBUnt  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  AtfjutasU, 


Someryille,  Alabab£a,  August  2, 1869. 
Dear  Sir  :  The  sheriff  has  not  executed  the  warrants  as  yet ;  and  if  he  should,  I  tr  iU 
75  a 
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bind  them  over  to  the  circait  court;  and  if  he  fails  to  get  them,  Dean  Reynolds  had 
better  come  before  the  grand  jury. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

JONATHAN  FORD. 
Hr.  John  H.  Wager. 

A  true  copy:  \ 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  lAmtmant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant 


Si:ate  of  Alabama,  County  of  Madison : 

On  this  5th  day  of  August,  1869,  personally  appeared  before  me,  a  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court  in  and  for  tiro  county  and  State  aforesaid,  Dean  Reynolds,  late  of  Morgan  County, 
but  now  living  in  Madison  County,  State  of  Alabama,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  says  that  on  or  about  the  I5th  of  January,  1869,  on  Saturday  night,  between 
the  l^onrs  of  10  and  U  o*clock,  I  was  aroused  from  sleep  by  hearing  knocks  against  the 
door  of  my  house,  which  is  on  the  plantation  of  Mr.  Henry  Davis,  four  miles  below 
Whitesburgh,  south  side  of  Tennessee  River,  in  the  couuty  of  Morgan,  State  of  Ala- 
bama, and  voices  saying,  "  God  damn  you,  ^et  up  and  open  this  door ;"  I  said,  "  Who  is 
there  f"  some  one  replied, "  By  God,  we  are  just  from  hell ;  get  up  and  open  the  door."  I 
said,  "  No  one  who  goes  to  hell  ever  returns  back  again ;"  the  voice  said,  **  By  God,  we 
have  come  out  of  the  moon  to-nigbt,  and  are  come  to  kill  you;"  then  they  tried  to 
burst  the  door  open.  I  put  a  prop  against  it,  and  then  they  knocked  down  some  boards 
which  were  nailed  over  a  window,  and  came  into  my  house  that  way;  five  men  dis- 
guised ;  their  faces  were  covered  with  masks  of  different  colors.  One  of  the  men 
caught  me  by  my  shirt  collar,  saying,  '^  God  damn  you,  whatever  you  are  going  to  do, 
do  it  now.''  I  knocked  him  down  with  my  fist ;  then  another  man  jumped  on  me,  pot- 
ting his  arms  around  me  trying  to  throw  me  down,  but  I  threw  him  down ;  while  I  had 
these  two  men  dow^n  t^vo  others,  with  guns  in  their  hands,  which  they  used  as  clubs, 
struck  me  over  the  head  with  them.  I  saw  the  blows  coming,  and  raised  my  right  arm 
to  defend  my  head,  and  the  blows  broke  my  arm  above  the  wrist,  and  my  head  was 
eut  by  the  blow.  I  hollowed  murder ;  then  they  hollowed  out,  "  Kill  him,  kiU  him,*' 
and  one  of  the  other  men  came  up  saying,  '^  Is  he  dead  ?"  The  others  said,  '*  No  f  he  then 
struck  at  me  with  his  gun ;  I  then  raised  my  left  arm  up  to  defend  my  head :  the  blow 
broke  my  arm  in  two  places  above  the  wrist ;  this  was  done  by  the  third  man  with 
his  gun;  one  of  the  party  said, ''Is  he  dead!"  another  said  ''No;"  the  first  one 
said,  "Let  us  kill  him,"  and  the  second  said."  Come,  let  us  go;  it  will  betray  us ;"  and 
the  one  who  had  spoken  first,  saying,  "  Lers  kill  him,"  struck  me  in  the  side  with  his 
gun,  knocking  me  over ;  they  then  left.  In  the  fi^ht  I  tore  the  masks  off  the  faces  of 
three  of  the  men,  and  I  recognized  Davis  Bell  as  being  the  first  man  who  attacked  me, 
David  Teny  as  the  second  man  who  did  so,  trying  to  throw  mo  down.  John  Moore 
and,  Tom  Travis  struck  me  over  the  head  with  their  guns,  breaking  m^*  right  arm,  at 
the  same  time  the  masks  had  fallen  off  their  faces.  George  Sisscomb  is  the  one  that 
struck  me  over  the  head  and  broke  my  left  arm ;  in  doing  this  his  mask  felltyff  of  his 
iaoe,  and  I  recognissed  him  as  well  as  the  rest  of  them  ;  they  all  live  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. My  wife  ran  out  of  the  house  crying  murder,  and  Fi'ank  Dunlap,  who  was  hold- 
ing his  horse,  which  is  cream-colored,  and  guarding  the  horses  for  the  other  men, 
struck  my  wife  over  the  head  with  his  gun,  knocking  her  down,  and  hurt  her  very 
badly.  He  did  not  have  on  any  mask.  I  was  in  bed  for  over  twelve  weeks  from  the 
injuries  received  that  night,  and  am  unable  to  do  work  even  at  this  day,  and  I  am  in  a 
destitute  condition,  being  compelled  to  leave  that  neighborhood,  and  my  crops  to  the 
mercy  of  these  men.  I  inrther  swear  that  I  had  been  warned  by  many  persons  thas 
these  men  had  threatened  my  life,  and  it  was  not  safe  for  me  to  stjw  there ;  bat  I 
staid,  hoping  to  get  my  crops  gathered  and  sold  so  as  to  leave  there.  I  am  a  preacher, 
and  preached  in  that  community ;  had  been  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  as 
a  soldier ;  that,  they  said,  was  the  reason  they  -were  going  to  kill  me. 

his 
DEAN  -f  REYNOLDS. 
mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1869,  and  I  hereby 
certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  was  carefully  read  to  the  affiant  before  signing  Im 
name  by  making  his  mark. 

JAS.  H.  BONE, 

Clerk  Cir<adt  Comt, 

A  true  copy  of  the  original  forwarded  to  headquarters  Department  of  South. 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
BrecetMuijor  QeierttL 
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Headquabtbrs  Post  of  Huntsville, 

AlabaffMf  August  19, 1869. 
Gotbrkor:  IncloBod  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  exoellency  a  commonioa- 
tion  from  one  of  mv  officers  at  Somerville,  Morgan  Connty. 

It  is  extremely  desirable  that  the  perpetrators  of  the  attack  npon  Reynolds  should 
be  re-arrested,  and  brought  to  Jostice.  Rejrnolds  is  here,  and  I  can  and  will  send  him 
to  testify  in  the  case.  I  have  no  power  to  interfere  or  I  should  certainly  do  so.  The 
civil  officers  should  be  forced  to  do  their  duty.  Not  one  of  these  disguised  assassins 
has  ever  been  brought  to  Justice. 

I  hope,  if  you  have  the  authority,  that  you  will  direct  the  re-arrest  and  examination 
of  these  men. 

With  great  respect,  I  am  yonr  excellency's  obedient  servant,        

8.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Brevet  Major  C^eneraly  Commtrnding. 
His  Excellency  Qovemor  Wm.  Hr  Smith, 

Montgomerifj  AJdbama. 
•A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Seeond  Infantry^  Fost  Acffuteutt 


ExBCUTTVE  Department,  State  op  Alabama, 

Montgomery,  August  26, 1669. 
GtemsRAL :  By  direction  of  the  ^vemor  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commn* 
nication  of  the  *19th  instant,  with  mclosures  in  regard  to  lawlessness  in  Morgan  County. 
Tlie  governor  directs  me  to  express  to  you  his  sincere  thanks  for  the  information  you  so 
kindly  Aimish  upon  this  subject. 

Official  communications  will  bei  immediately  sent  to  the  proper  civil  officers  in 
Morgan  Connty,  in  which  they  will  be  peremptorilv  directed  to  employ  all  lawful  means 
in  their  power  to  brin^  offenders  to  Justice  and  take  all  needful  precautions  to  preserve 
life  and  property  in  the  future. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Brevet  M%]or  General  8.  W.  Orawfcmid, 

HwnttvilUj  Alabama. 


[No.  2...01aH  Ural,  1869.) 


D.  L.  DALTON, 

Qovemor^s  Seeretarff. 


Headquarters  Detachment  Second  Infantry, 

Camp  near  AljnnSf  Georgia,  August  23, 1869. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  made  every  effort  to  ascertain  the  facts 
relative  to  the  alleged  outrage  committed  upon  the  persons  and  property  of  George 
Moore  and  Robert  Ronndtree,  colored,  who  lived  at  this  place. 

It  would  appear,  by  the  testimony  obtained,  that  Moore's  report  was  much  exaggerated; 
it  is  possible,  however,  that  the  witnesses  examined  by  me  have  been  tamper^  with. 

George  Moore's  propertv  amounts  to  fifteen  hogs  and  one  cow.  His  part  of  the  crop 
will  be  worth  about  $40.  George  Moore  and  Robert  Ronndtree  leit  their  property 
with  Mr.  Belote  to  be  disposed  of  by  him ;  they  were  working  his  land  on  the  share 

grstem.     Inclosed  please  find  affidavits  of  Cynthia  Bryant,  Rina  Barry,  and  J.  S. 
olote,  with  also  Moore's  statement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  WALLACE, 
First  LieiUenant  United  States  Infantry,  Commanding  Detachment 
Lieutenant  John  Uuo, 

Second  United  States  Infantry,  Adjutant  Post  ofHtmtsviUe,  AUOama. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  the  inclosed  statement  of  John  Hamilton. 
He  sent  me  word  that  he  knew  something  about  Moore's  case,  but  was  afraid  to  see 
ine»     I  directed  him  to  communicate  through  Smith,  which  he  has  done^r^  i 

A  true  copy:  ^  ^ 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Ii^fantry,  Fost  A€{jutttnt 
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Cynthift  Bryanty  being  duly  sworn,  testifies  as  follows : 

I  was  staying  at  George  Moore's  house  on  the  night  of  the  3lst  of  July.  I  slept  in 
the  bed  with  Aunt  ^na  Bairv;  at  about  midnight  I  was  waked  up  by  hearing  knock- 
ing at  the  door }  the  door  was  knocked  down.  Then  one  man  asked  George  if  he  was 
Boundtree':  he  told  them  his  name  was  Georee  Moore;  they  then  made  him  go  out, 
and  I  heard  them  whip  liim ;  then  they  asked  him  who  he  voted  for ;  he  told  them 
Grant,  and  they  cursed  him  and  told  him  to  shut  the  door ;  then  they  made  him  open 
it,  and  made  George  show  them  the  wf^  to  Eoundtree's.  The  men  did  not  trouble  me 
nor  Aunt  Eina,  only  one  of  them  sat  on  the  bed  and  asked  who  was  in  bed  with  me. 
I  told  them,  and  they  went  away.  We  were  not  troubled  any  more.  About  a  week 
after  t^is  occurred,  George  Moore,  his  wife,  and  Eoundtree  went  off  to  Eome. 

CYNTHIA  4-  BEYANT. 

mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  26tii  day  of  Angust,  1869. 

Ji^IES  McCULLOUGH. 

Justice  of  ike  rmc$, 

JAMES  MILLEE, 
First  Liwtmant  Second  Ififcmiry,  Post  Jc{jutamL, 


A  tme  copy: 


Statement  of  Oeorge  Moore,  (colored.) 

I  live  near  Alpine,  Cherokee  County,  Alabama.  On  the  night  of  the  dirt  July  last, 
about  forty  disguised  whit«  men  came  to  my  house.  They  knocked  at  the  door,  asd 
receiving  no  reply,  they  bursted  the  door  open  with  rails.  They  then  ordered  me  out, 
and  after  coming  out,  struck  me  over  the  head  with  a  pistol.  They  then  ordered  me 
to  deliver  up  my  weapons.  I  gave  them  a  gun  I  had  in  the  house.  They  then  made 
,me  kneel,  and  beat  me  with  a  peach-tree  "branch ;  they  then  drove  me  up  and  down  the 
road  before  their  horses.  I  was  afterward  struck  over  the  eye  and  knocked  down. 
Four  men  then  guarded  me  while  others  went  in  and  ravished  a  young  girl  (Cynthia 
Bryant,  aged  seventeen)  who  was  visiting  my  wife.  They  then  ordered  my  wife  out  to 
gratify  their  passions,  and  she  escaped  by  stating  that  she  was  just  recovering  from  a 
miscarriage.  They  also  burst  open  the  house  of  my  neighbor,  Eobert  Eoundtree,  struck 
him  with  a  pistol,  kicked  him,  and  jabbed  him  in  the  eye  with  muzzle  of  a  pistoL  He 
attempted  to  escape  by  running,  and  they  shot  him  through  the  thigh ;  they  also  shot 
one  of  his  cattle.  The  cause  of  this  treatment,  they  said,  was  that  we  voted  the  rad- 
ical  ticket.  I  have  eighteen  head  of  stock,  and  twenty  acres  of  com,  ootton,  and  po- 
tatoes, which  I  cannot  go  back  to  recover. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MTT.T.V.R, 
First  Ue^Uenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  AdjfOamL 


Sina  Barry,  being  duly  sworn,  testifies  as  follows : 

I  am  the  mother  of  George  Moore,  and  was  living  at  his  house  on  the  3lBt  d«y  o£ 
July,  1869.  On  the  nig^ht  of  that  day  the  occupants  of  the  house  were,  Geoq^ 
Moore,  his  wife,  Cyntma  Bryant  Leatti,  and  myself.  Cynthia  slept  in  the  bad 
with  me.  Between  tbe  hours  of  midnight  and  day.  a  party  of  men,  I  don't  know  how 
many,  come  to  our  house,  knocked,  and  called  for  the  door  to  be  opened.  G«ocge  did 
not  open  it  quick  enough ;  they  got  a  rail  and  knocked  the  door  down ;  two  of  the 
men  came  in  and  told  me  to  make  up  a  light.  Moore^s  wife  made  the  light  upu  They 
then  told  George  to  go  out ;  I  heard  them  ask  George  where  Eoundtree  lived,  then  ese 
said,  "  God  damn  him,  he  don't  want  to  tell,''  and  he  then  hit  him  several  licks.  Af- 
terwards two  of  the  men  came  to  the  bed  where  me  and  Cynthia  was,  and  one  of  thsm 
asked  Cynthia  who  was  in  the  bed  with  her ',  she  told  them  Aunt  Eiua  Bany ;  then 
they  said  to  me,  '*  Who  is  that f  I  told  them,  and  they  left;  wo  were  not  tiottbled 
any  more.  The  next  day  I  saw  Eoundtree ;  he  told  me  the  men  had  been  to  his  kootMi, 
knocked  the  door  down,  and  called  him  out;  they  had  got  a  stick  to  whip  hufli.  iVjMv 


ALABAMA — SUfi-CfOMMITTEE.  1189 

Imt  he  saw  •  cbanee  to  mn,  and  made  off;  they  fired  at  him,  and  he  thought  he  was 
Aot,  hut  I  saw  the  pants  he  had  on  at  the  time,  and  there  was  no  hole  in  them. 

her 
RINA  -f  BARRY. 

mark. 

Bwom  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  86th  day  of  Angost,  1869. 

Ji3i£8  McCULLOUQH, 

JutUo$  of  ike  Peace. 

X  tnie  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
lirei  Lienteiw»t  Second  Jf^antryf  Poet  Adjutant. 


Joshua  L.  Belote,  being  duly  sworn,  testifies  as  follows : 

I  live  near  Alpine,  Cherokee  Gonnty,  Alabama.  George  Moore  (colored)  and  Bob 
Roundtree  (colored)  did  live  on  my  place.  On  the  night  of  the  Slst  of  Jnly  I  was 
awakened  about  l^  o'clock  by  a  noise,  as  of  guns  firing.  Soon  afterwards  Sarah  Kound- 
tree  eame  to  my  house  and  besged  to  be  admitted,  saying,  "  They  are  trying  to  kill  my 
husband/'  at  the  same  time  I  heard  men  about  the  kitchen,  calling  out,  ''Get  up,  old 
man."  Boon  afterward  they  left.  I  did  not  get  up.  On  the  followiuc  day  I  saw  both 
Roundtree  and  Moore.  They  told  me  that  the  night  before  the  Ku-Klux  had  been  at 
their  house.  Moore  said  that  they  had  whipped  him,  but  did  not  hurt  him ;  they  then 
told  Moore,  after  whipping  him,  that  he  was  not  the  man  they  were  after.  Roundtree 
said  that  they  came  to  nis  house,  called  him  out,  and  asked  for  a  rope.  He  saw  that 
they  had  a  rope.  He  thought  they  were  going  to  hang  him,  and  concluded  to  risk  run- 
ning. He  ran,  and  they  fired  upon  him,  and  ne  said  they  hit  him  in  the  thigh.  I  did 
not  ezamime  nim,  but  don't  thmk  he  walked  lame.  I  did  not  hear  either  of  the  boys 
say  how  many  men  th^re  were. 

JOSHUA  L.  BELOTE. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  26th  day  of  August,  1869. 

JAMES  McCUI 

JueUoe  of  the  Peace. 


McCULLOUGH. 
sPi 
A  true  copy: 


JAMES  MHiLER, 
First  lAeutenant  Second  Infantry,  Poet  Adjutant. 


Broomtown,  Alabama,  August  39, 1869. 
LzBUTKNAiVT— Sir:  I  learn  through  mj  friend,  J.  S.  Smith,  that  yon  wanted  him  to 
see  me  concerning  the  way  the  Ku-Klux  had  been  cutting  up.  All  the  information  I 
can  give  is  what  I  got  from  the  blacks  Tuesday  after  they  were  abused  on  Saturday 
night.  I  had  a  conversation  with  Reaner ;  she  told  me  that  some  disguised  men  came 
there  in  the  night,  and  ordered  them  to  open  the  door,  and  before  she  could  get  her 
son  George  awake,  they  bursted  down  the  door,  and  some  came  in  and  others  sur- 
rounded the  house;  and  they  took  George  out  and  gave  him  somewhere  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  lashes,  and  one  came  to  the  bed  where  she  and  a  neighbor  woman  were 
sleeping,  and  wanted  to  get  in  bed  with  them,  and  they  refused  him,  but  he  said  if  the 
girl  that  was  in  bed  with  Reaner  did  not  submit  to  him,  he  would  shoot  her,  and  had  a 
gun  in  his  hand.  The  girl  commenced  crying,  and  said  she  did  not  want  to  die ;  and 
then  he  set  his  gun  down  by  the  bed  and  stripped  off  the  cover  and  got  on  the  girl  in  bed 
with  Reaner ;  and  some  of  the  rest  tried  to  get  George's  wife  out  doors  to  some  of  the 
other  men  and  let  them  have  to  do  with  her,  or  they  would  whip  her  nearly  to  death. 
She  told  them  that  she  bad  just  miscarried,  and  couldn't.  They  then  took  one  of 
George's  children  up  by  the  heels  and  dragged  it  over  the  floor,  bumping  its  head,  and 
said  it  would  make  good  pot  of  soup ;  and  then  knocked  George  down  and  left.  They 
wont  some  three  or  four  hundred  yards,  to  Robert  Roondtree's,  and  broke  down  his 
door  and  ordered  him  up.  It  frightened  him  till  he  broke  to  run.  They  shot  fifteen 
or  twenty  rounds,  slightly  wounding  him  in  the  thigh,  then  took  off  his  gun  and  a 
fine  hat.  This  was  lul  J.  L.  Belote's,  or  on  his  lands,  on  Saturday  night  before  the  con- 
gressional election.  On  Monday  night  there  were  some  fifty  or  sixty  at  the  foundcry^ 
and  shot  one  colored  man  there.  The  doctors  said  ho  would  be  bonnd  to  die,  but  ho  is 
yet  alive.  The  ball  is  lodged  against  his  neck  vein.  Now  this  about  all  t^e  informa- 
tion I  can  give  you.  I  got  my  information  from  Reaner  Barry  (colored)  then,  but  I 
lea^  she  has  since  married  Asten  Belote ;  also  from  George  Moore,  her  sou,  that  they 
whi^>ed  and  knocked  him  down.    I  learn  from  Squire  Alexander,  that  ho  went  and 
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investigatod  the  case,  but  wben  I  saw  Reaner  and  George,  and  some  other  ootoved 
folks,  I  told  them  not  to  tell  anything,  unless  H  was  to  some  one  of  the  repnblieaiL 
party,  and  they  told  me  they  would  not.  I  told  them  if  they  told  what  had  taken 
place,  they  might  kill  some  of  them.  I  also  told  Reaner  she  had  better  not  tell  any- 
body else,  for  the  most  of  the  people,  if  they  did  not  belong  to  the  party,  they  seem  to 
favor  it.  If  they  have  not  stated  to  you  Just  as  I  have,  I  BaTe  no  doubt  but  what  it 
is  from  the  caution  I  gave  them  as  a  friend. 

There  was  a  meeting  in  the  settlement  of  where  X  live  the  very  dav  this  devilment 
was  done  at  night,  and  several  of  my  neighbors  were  gone,  but  whether  that  was 
what  the  meeting  was  for,  I  ain't  able  to  say.  Now,  sir,  naving  all  confidenoo  In  my ' 
friend 'Smith,  I  write  this  to  you  in  confidence  that  you  will  not  reveal  my  name.  I 
have  been  called  all  the  hard  things  that  a  poor  man  ever  did  hear,  and  have  been 
nearly  murdered  by  a  crowd  holding  me  and  cutting  me  with  their  knives.  I  would 
have  come  to  see  you  before  now,  but  I  would  be  in  aauger  of  my  life  if  it  was  known. 

You  will  do  me  the  favor  to  not  let  any  one  know  that  I  wrote  you.  If  there  is  any- 
thing more  you  wish  to  know  from  me  at  any  time,  please  send  me  J.  S.  Smith,  for  he 
is.  a  tried  friend. 

I  would  like  very  much  to  see  you  if  I  could. 
Yours  truly,  evermore, 

JOHN  HAMILTON. 

A  true  copy: 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  LieiUenant  Second  Infantry,  Posi  AdjuUmt, 


[No.  3.-Ohws  flnt,  I860.] 

Headquarters  Camp  at  McCluno^s  Springs, 

August  24,  ld69---9  a'cUfck  a.  m 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  John  Henry  Evans  has  this  moment  arrived  in 
camp,  and  reports  that  he  had  to  fly  yesterday  from  Wild  Goat  Cove^  said  to  be  41s- 
tant  from  here  about  twelve  miles,  and  five  miles  from  Vienna ;  that  Willis  Stevens,  a 
white  man,  had  a  company  of  about  thirty- four  colored  men ;  that  he  had  a  skirmish 
with  some  white  men,  who  call  themselves  Ku-Klux  Klan ;  one  of  the  white  men, 
Willis  Monroe  Evans,  was  killed,  one  colored  man,  Henry  Rivers,  wounded,  and  the 
fight  was  still  going  on  when  Evans  left.  The  man  who  was  killed  was  brother  of  the 
man  who  carried  the  news,  and  from  what  I  can  learn  he  also  belongs  to  the  Ku-Klax 
Klan,  and  Stevens  is  after  him.  They  sent  to  me  for  assistance ;  I  await  the  geo^^nil's 
instructions  in  the  case. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHUN, 
Captain  Sownd  Ififantry,  Brevet  Major,  U»  3.  A,,  Ckmmant^M1f  Camp. 
Lieutentant  James  Ulio, 

Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant,  Huntsville,  Alabama. 

P.  S. — ^I  sent  the  man  back  with  instructions  that  if  the  disfcurbaace  was  not  qaelled, 
to  let  me  know  by  oourier. 

G.  H.  McL.,  CapUtbu 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjut4mL 


LNo.  4.-^1089  first,  18G9.] 

Headquarters,  Camp  at  McClung's  Springs, 
Thirteen  miles  southeast  of  Huntsville,  Alabama,  August  26, 1869. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  about  3  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  in- 
stant I  received  General  Crawford's  note  directing  me  to  go  to  the  vicinity  of  Vienn*, 
and  quell  the  disturbance,  if  any  existed  there,  and  make  reports  of  the  facts,  ^bc 
Most  daylight  same  day  I  started  to  Vienna  with  two  officers  and  fifty  men.  I  arrived 
at  Vienna  about  9  o'clock  a.  m. ;  the  inhabitants  of  which  were  in  a  ferment,  as  tbo 
two  Evanses  were  reported  about  two  miles  distant  from  the  town,  and  had  threatened 
to  burn  it  up.  So  soon  as  I  arrived  at  Vienna,  about  half  a  dozen  of  the  inhalikaiits 
mounted  and  followed  the  desperadoes— driving  them  from  Madison  County  to  tbe 
mountains  of  Marshall  County,  where  they  came  from.     I  went  to  Wild  Qoit  OovB^ 
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Abont  Dine  miles  distant  from  Vienna,  where  the  distarbanoe  originated.    I  inclose  yon 
the  result  of  my  labors.    I  returned  to  camp  about  11  o'clock  to-day,  the  26th  of  June, 
ld68^  having  traveled  with  my  men  nearly  forty  miles  in  thirty  hours. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN, 
Captain  Second  Ir^fantry,  Brevet-Mqjor,  U.  8,  A.,  Commanding  Camp. 

Lieutenant  James  Uuo, 

Second  Infantry^  Post  Adjutantj  BuntsvUlej  Alabama, 

A  troe  eopy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry y  Fost-AdjuUxnt, 


[No.  5.— Cbwa  first,  1860.  J 

HuNTSviLLE,  Alabama,  August  27, 1869. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  instructions  firom 
the  commanding  officer,  post  of  Huntsville,  I  proceeded  to  Eutaw  and  other  points  in 
Greene  County,  Alabama,  to  investigate  the  conditiou  of  affairs,  and  report  as  to  the 
necessity  of  stationing  troops  in  that  section,  and  respectfully  submit  the  following  re- 
sult <rf  my  observations : 

I  found  considerable  excitement  existing  among  all  classes  of  citizens,  and  a  bitter 
spirit  of  hostility  prevailing  against  all  white  and  colored  citizens  who  voted  the  re- 
publican ticket  throughout  the  several  counties.  I  traversed  en  route  to  Greene.  This 
feeling  of  enmity  against  republicans  has  been  greatly  increased  and  embittered  by  the 
result  of  the  recent  election,  and  in  lien  of  the  calm  which  usually  succeeds  these  occa- 
sions of  political  excitement,  I  found  the  majority  of  the  white  people  encouraging, 
tacitly,  by  their  lethargy  and  feeble  condemnation,  the  lawless  spirit  that  prevails,  and 
pursuing  an  unjust  system  of  proscription  against  the  freedmen,  who  differ  with  them 
politiosuly.  The  m^ority  of  these  outrages  are  perpetrated  upon  the  more  industrious 
fioid  intelligent  freedmen  of  the  county,  and  evince  a  determination  to  prevent  the 
prosperity  of  this  race,  and  eventually  crush  out  entirely  this  class,  in  order  that  the 
tai^er  number  of  ignorant  freedmen  may  be  more  completely  controlled  by  the  whites. 

The  civil  authorities  of  the  several  counties  through  which  I  traveled  have  done 
very  little  towards  bringing  the  perpetrators  of  these  outrages  to  justice,  and  are  pas- 
Mve,  through  policy  or  intimidation.  Some  inst-ances  were  related  to  me  by  Hon. 
Chides  Hays,  M.  0.  fourth  district,  and  other  gentlemen  of  Greene  County,  where 
l^eedmen  had  endeavored  to  indict  white  men  for  assaults,  <&c. ;  but  the  latter  had, ' 
without  difficulty,  proven  anaZt^i,  and  then  arrested  the  complaining  freedmen  for  per- 
jury, and  thrown  them  into  prison,  to  languish  for  months,  until  the  proper  courts 
could  investigate  the  charge,  ouch  justice  deters  the  freedmen  from  complaining,  and 
places  them  entirely  at  tiie  mercy  of  unscrupulous  men,  and  in  districts  where  the 
blacks  predominate,  as  in  Greene  County,  these  deleterious  practices  must,  sooner  or 
later,  arouse  the  dormant  sensibilities  of  this  race,  and  they  will  cease  to  bear  this 
burden  of  ii^justice  and  oppression,  with  the  patient  endurance  which  now  chtiracter- 
izes  them ;  and  though  I  consider  affairs  in  Greene  much  more  satisfactory  than  in  the 
a^oining  counties,  and  believe  the  civil  officers  are  desirous  of  protecting  all  in  their 
rights,  regardless  of  race  or  color,  I  would  recommend  that  a  company  of  troops  be 
stationed  at  Eutaw,  to  aid  them  in  accomplishing  this,  and  prevent  the  possibility  of 
outbreaks  between  the  races,  which  are  inevitable  as  matters  now  stand. 
I  am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  FRANK  GALLAGHER, 
Brecet  Captain^  U,  S,  A,,  Second  Lieutenantf  Second  Infantry, 

lieutenant  Jambs  Uijo, 

Post  Adfutantf  HuntiviUef  Alabama, 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant,  Second  Infantry. 


pro.  6.— Class  first.  1869.] 
Lebanon.  DeKalb  County,  Alabama,  October  1, 1869. 
SiB :  In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  your  communciation  of  the  20th, 
and  in  completion  of  my  report  of  the  29th,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following : 
A  copy  of  two  affidavits  regarding  the  use  of  threatening  and  intimidating  language,  in 
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togard  to  oolored  voters,  is  iDdosed,  (marked  A.)  Of  themselyes  they  may  not  be  iiBpoiw 
tant,  bat  taking  into  aoooant  the  position  of  the  person  who  recommended  that  the  ne- 
groes should  not  be  allowed  to  vote,  the  time  aod  place  when  spoken,  and  thefact  of  Dox'e 
recommendation,  and  the  promise  of  his  adherents  that  it  should  be  complied  with, 
were  carried  out,  they  become  decisive  of  this  point :  That  so  far  from  these  utter- 
ances and  acts  being  those  of  a  few  ignorant  and  lawless  men,  for  which  no  party  thej 
might  attach  themselves  to  would  be  jostly  held  responsible,  they  were  the  reanlts 
of  a  settled  policy,  advocated  and  encouraged  by  the  representative  men  of  the 
party. 

The  conversation  alluded  to  in  the  affidavit  was  held  in  a  portion  of  the  eonnty 
known  as ''  Langford's  beat,"  district  No.  9.  In  this  district  there  ifirere  eleven  colored 
voters  registered ;  not  one  of  them  voted. 

In  the  entire  county  there  are  seventy-two  colored  voters ;  of  this  number  thirfy- 
eight  voted,  or  little  more  than  hall    (See  document  B.) 

Of  these  thirty-eight  votes,  nineteen  were  cast  at  Lebanon,  and  were  all  republican. 
In  the  other  thirteen  districts  only  nineteen  votes  (colored)  were  cast  altc^gether,  and 
of  these  a  large  proportion  were  for  Dos,  the  democratic  candidate.  The  reason  §ac 
this  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  Lebanon  was  strongly  republican,  and  it  was  known 
that  the  republicans  of  the  village  and  vicinity  had  organized  and  armed,  to  put  down, 
with  a  strong  hand,  any  attempt  at  the  intimidation  of  voters  npon  the  diy  of  elec- 
tion. •  * 

It  may  be  as  well  for  me  to  state  that  the  person  by  the  name  of  Dox,  alluded  to  in 
the  affidavits,  was  the  democratic  candidate  for  district  judge. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  LieiUenanif  Second  United  States  Iitfaniry. 

Lieutenant  S.  K.  CRUiiBAUOH, 

Second  Infantry ^  Poet  Adjutant^  SwnievUU, 


State  of  Alabama,  De  Kalb  County  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  A.  J.  Horton,  judge  of  probate  in  and  for  said  Stato 
and  county,  Jomi  S.  Stewart,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  some  tiiae 
in  the  latter  part  of  Julv,  or  the  iirst  of  August,  1869,  at  the  Gibson  meeting4iou8e,  in 
said  county,  he,  the  said  Stewart,  heard  P.  M.  Dox  say  to  a  small  squad  of  so-called 
democrats  that  if  ho  (Dox)  were  tbem,  the  negroes  ^ould  not  vote. 

hi» 
JOHN  -I-  STEWART. 
mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  8th  day  of  September,  18tJ9. 

A.  J.  HORTON, 

Jwdge  ^  ProbaU. 

IDsadas  H.  Davis,  the  same  day,  at  a  different  place,  heard  Dox  make  the  same  remaite 
as  sworn  to  by  Stewart,  and  a  number  of  the  people  to  whom  his  remarks  were 
addressed  replied,  '<  No ;  they''  (the  negroes)  "  shan't  vote  about  here." 

Mb 
ISADAS  -f  H.  DAVIS. 
mail:. 

Sworn  to  the  8th  of  S^tembw,  1869,  before  me. 

A.  J.  HORTON, 

Judge  of  iVoftote. 
A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
LieiUenant,  Second  Ittfantry, 


B. 

List  of  the  colored  registered  voters  in  different  districts  in  De  KaJh  County. 

District  No.   5....* .^^il'^^lS?^^  5 

District  No.   6 8 

District  No.   7  (Lebanon) 14 
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DlBtrtet  No.  8..... 3 

DtetrictNo.  9(Langford'8b«at) 11 

Dittrict  No.  10 ; 6 

IHitriotNo.ll 10 

District  No.  12 6 

District  No.  13 3 

District  No.  14 2 

District  No.  19 2 

TotiJiegisteiedTotera 72 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  votes  polled  in  different  districts  in  sjdd  county : 

District  No.  5 4 

District  No.  6 11 

District  No.  7  (Lebanon) 19 

District  No.  8 2 

District  No.  12 2 

Total  colored  Tote  as  cast  in  different  districts 38 

Given  under  my  hand  this  Ist  day  of  October,  1869. 

A.  J.  HORTON, 

Judge  of  Pro}>aie, 


[No.  7.-Gla88  first,  1869.J 

Camp  Detachment  Second  Infantry, 
EdwardaviUef  Cleburne  Cowntyy  Alabama^  October  2, 1869. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  certificate  of  Judge  Hannicutt,  in  com- 
pliance with  your  communication  of  the  20th  of  September,  1869,  which  is  the  only 
reliable  information  on  the  subject  of  threats  that  are  known  here,  although  reports 
say  that  the  Ku-Klux  were  riding  on  the  precincts  of  this  county  bordering  on  Cal- 
houn County,  and  threatening  a  great  many  negroes,  thereby  preventing  their  going 
te  election.    This  county  is  greatly  republican  in  politics. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAa  KELLER,  Jr., 
Fir$t  lAetUaumt,  Second  Infantry ,  CommoMding  Detadkment 
Lieutenant  8.  R.  Cruubauoh, 

Second  Lieutenant  and  Atffutant,  Second  Infantry,  Poet  A^^utant. 


"  Edwardsvuxb,  Cleburne  County,  Alabama,  Cktcb&r  2, 1869. 

^'I,  W.  R.  Hunnicutt,  Judge  of  the  probate  court  of  Cleburne  County,  Alabama, 
hereby  certify  that  there  were  no  returns  made  to  this  office  from  precinct  No.  1,  of 
Cleburne  County,  of  an  election  which  should  have  been  held  in  said  precinct  on 
Tuesday,  the  3d  day  of  August,  1869,  for  a  member  to  Congress  from  the  fifth  district 
of  Alabama ;  and  I  further  certify  that,  upon  inquiry  of  one  of  the  inspectors  of  the 
election  in  said  precinct  why  an  election  was  not  held  on  said  day,  I  was  told  that, 
owinff  to  the  excitement  caused,  and  threats  made  by  Ku-Eluz  in  that  section  of  coun- 
try, ^at  the  l^al  citizens  were  fearfbl  to  undertake  to  hold  an  election. 

"  Calvin  M.  Wheeler,  John  Borden,  Gardner  Wheeler,  inspectors  of  election  precinct 
No.  1,  Cleburne  County,  Alabama. 

''  Given  under  my  hand  and  private  seal  (there  being  no  oMcial  seal  of  office)  October 
2, 1869. 

«W.  ft.  HUNNICUTT, 

"  Judge  of  Probate. 


[Ko.  8.— Cluft  flnt^  180Q.] 

Cabip  Detachment  Second  Infantry, 

Cross  Plains,  Alabama,  October  26, 1869. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  colored  man  was  cruelly  murdered  about  '^ 
mile  from  here,  secreted  in  woods  and  brush,  and  partially  buried.    He  was  shot  in 
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heacL  The  person  who  is  suspected  of  having  killed  bim,  and  who  was  last  seen  with 
the  negro,  was  C.  C.  Mooney ,  a  white  man,  and  bad  character.  As  soon  as  it  was  reported 
to  me  that  a  colored  man  was  missing  under  suspicious  circumstances,  and  baa  been, 
since  the  22d  instant,  I  sent  out  some  men  with  the  negro  who  reported  facts  to  me^ 
and  they  soon  found  the  lost  negro.  I  then  sent  out  several  detachn^ents  to  arrest  the 
man  suspected  of  the  murder,  and  at  the  same  time  notifying  the  civil  authorities  of 
the  affair.  The  detachments  were,  however,  not  able  to  nnd  the  murderer,  he  having 
l^t  that  morning,  the  25th  instant.  I  had  a  detachment  secreted  near  the  house  where 
the  murderer  boarded,  all  last  uight,  supposing  he  might  come  back  during  the  night 
after  his  effects.  I  also  sent  a  detachment  on  the  last  night^s  up-txain  to  watch  closely 
all  men  that  came  on  the  train  at  different  stations  from  here  to  Rome,  Captain  Bar- 
ney, superintendent  of  the  road,  kindly  furnishing  a  pass  for  the  detachment.  All 
efforts,  so  far,  have  been  fruitless. 

The  civil  authorities  held  an  inquest,  and  came  to  t^e  conclusion  that  the  negro  was 
killed  by  being  shot  in  the  head  by  C.  C.  Mooney,  ^c^  but  thev  made  no  efforts  to 
arrest  him,  (Mooney,)  nor  even  made  efforts  to  bury  the  murdered  man.  If  it  had  not 
been  for  some  negroes  the  man  would  not  have  been  buried.  The  feeling  against 
negroes  ^s  yery  bitter,  and  especially  negroes  that  work  on  this  railroad. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  KELLER,  Jr^ 
First  LumieMmt,  Second  I^fainiry. 
S.  R.  Crumbaugh, 

Setxmd  lAeutenant  and  Begimental  Adjukmt,  Second  Infantry ^ 

Fast  A^utanif  HuntsvUle,  AUibawM, 


[No.  9.— CUm8  first.  1869.] 

Camp  Detachment  Second  Infantry, 

Cross  Plains,  AUtbaniOf  November  14,  18|69l 
Lxeutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  night  of  the  13th  instant,  two 
colored  men  named  Scott  Grifiin  and  Dick  Hays,  living  at  Amberson  Station,  on  the 
railroad,  about  three  miles  from  here,  were  taken  out  of  their  houses  and  whipped 
with  hickory  switches,  and  one  of  them  beaten  on  the  head  with  a  pistol,  by  a  puty 
of  disguised  men,  about  twenty  in  number.    They  also  ordered  another  colored  man  to 
leave  his  house  in  a  day,  or  they  would  kill  him.    These  colored  men  came  and  reported 
these  £aK)ts  to  me,  and  wanted  the  parties  arrested.    I  gave  them  all  the  information  I 
could  how  to  procure  a  warrant  for  their  arrest,  and  shall  see  that  they  procure  one. 
I  think,  from  the  information  I  got,  that  a  good  number  of  the  parties  can  be  oonvieted. 
I  would  also  report  that  some  time  ago  my  camp  was  fired  into,  two  shots  beioK  fired 
from  a  distance,  and  came  near  hitting  some  of  the  guard  standing  by  the  guaro^fire. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  KELLER,  Jr., 
First  lAetUenant,  Second  Infa/niry,  Commanding  DeUuikmenU 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant,  Second  Infantry^  Foet  Adlmiemt, 
James  M.  Ingalls, 

First  JAeutenani,  Second  Infantry,  Fost  Adjutant, 


[No.  1.— Claw  Mcond,  1869.] 

State  of  Alabama,  County  of  Madison,  ss : 

On  this  15th  day  of  June,  1869,  personally  appeared  before  me,  a  clerk  of  th«  eb^oit 
court  in  and  for  sai4  county  and  State  aforesaid,  Dinah  Williams,  widow  of  Jease 
Williams,  a  soldier  who  died  in  the  United  States  service,  a  resident  on  Mr.  Thomas 
Neara's  plantation,  three  miles  from  RogersviUe,  Lauderdale  County,  Alabama,  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  Some  time  in  the  early  part  of  May  I  was  sent  \xj 
the  man  for  whom  I  am  working  to  the  spring  to  get  watery  after  I  left  the  spiiiig 


with  the  water,  and  upon  reaching  where  the  hands  were  at  work,  a  Mrs.  Susan  1 
come  and  accused  me  of  vtealin^  some  soap  she  had  left  at  the  spring,  which  I  de 
doing ;  I  told  her  I  did  aot  take  it— you  can  search  me ;  and  then  she  said  that  she  wo«ld 
not  let  any  nigger  bitch  sass  her,  and  if  I  did  not  shut  up  she  would  shoot  me,  baring 
a  ^uu  in  her  hand  at  the  time ;  the  gun  was  cocked.  I  continued  my  work,  and  abe 
said  she  would  have  me  whipped  \  I  heard  from  several  of  the  other  hands  on  tlie  ]^1ao« 
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thai  Mr.  James  Perry,  husband  of  the  said  Mrs.  Snsan  Perry,  told  them  that  he  would 
bikve  me  whipped.  On  Saturday  ni^ht,  the  12th  instant,  about  midnight,  while  I  was 
asle^  in  my  bed  in  the  honse  in  which  Alfred  Bowen  lives,  I  heard  some  noise  which 
awoke  me — some  one  knocking  on  the  door  of  a  honse  a  little  way  off  from  the  one  I 
was  in ;  I  called  to  Alfred  Bowen,  saying  the  Ku-Klnx  are  out  there.  I  heard  a  voice 
calling  to  other  parties  saying,  *^  Come  here,  the  woman  is  here  f  then  some  one  knocked 
at  the  door  and  voices  said,  '*  Open  this  door  f  after  they  had  knocked  awhile  Alfred 
said,  "Who  is  there f*  some  one  replied,  "  Open  this  door,  God  damn  you,  or  we  will 
break  it  down  f  then  they  wanted  to  know  who  was  in  the  house.  Alfred  opened  the 
door,  and  five  men  came  into  the  honse ;  they  were  covered  with  a  white  colored  shroud, 
faces  covered  with  yellow  masks ;  I  was  up  in  the  loft;  two  of  the  men  came  up  in  the 
loft,  and  one  of  them  struck  me  with  a  gun  oil  the  side  of  the  head,  knocking  me  sense- 
less ;  when  I  come  to  my  senses  they  asked  me  what  I  was  doing  up  there ;  I  said,  "  You 
fiiguteued  me  so,  I  ran  up  there ;''  they  said  come  down  here  with  us,  and  I  followed 
them  down.  One  of  them  put  his  gun  to  my  breast,  saying  that  if  I  did  not  go  he  would 
kill  me.  I  followed  them  out  four  or  five  hundred  yards  trom  the  house,  and  one  of  the 
men  said,  **  What  shall  we  dof '  another  said, "  Let  her  go  f  but  another,  whom  I  believe 
to  be  Mr.  James  Perry,  and  who  acted  as  commander  of  the  squad,  said  take  her  out- 
side the  gate,  and  said  *' Diana,  come  along."  I  said  I  would  not  go;  this  man  said 
take  her  up  and  carry  her  out,  then  all  of  them  strock  me  with  sticks  and  took  hold  of 
me  and  carried  me  out  of  the  gate.  Putting  me  down  they  commenced  to  beat  me  over 
the  head  and  back  with  sticks  until  I  fell  on  thecround ;  then  they  said,  "  Yon  go  back 
home,  and  if  ever  you  say  anything  about  the  Kn-Kluz  bein^  here  we  will  kill  you." 
I  believe  that  Mr.  James  Penr,  Seteny  and  James  Morris,  Dennis  Morris,  Paisou  Barbee, 
and  Bad  N.  Harkins,  who  did  the  act.    They  were  all  disguised. 

her 
DIANA  +  WILLIAMS. 
mark. 

JOHN  H  WAGER,  • 
Agent  Bureau  of  Refugees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands. 

A  trae  eopy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieuienantf  Second  Infantry f  Poet  Adjutant 


[No.  3.--Cla88  seoond.  I860.] 

TwR  Statk  of  Alabama,  Madison  County: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Lewis  M.  Douglass,  judge  of  probate,  in  and  for  said 
county,  George  Comelous,  who,  after  being  duly  sworn,  states  that  on  Saturday  night, 
June  5,  1869,  the  Ku-Elux  Klan,  numbering  twelve,  came  to  the  plantation  upon  which 
he  was  working,  and  took  four  guns  off  the  plantation,  and  took  eight  guns  from  an 
adjoining  plantation.  They  also  examined  all  the  houses  for  money,  and  asked  if  we 
knew  who  nad  guns,  pistols,  and  money.  And  further  says  that  there  is  not  a  colored 
man  in  the  Big  Cove  that  had  a  ^n  or  pistol,  they  all  having  been  taken  by  the  Ku- 
Klax;  and  says  that  the  plantation  upon  which  he  is  working  belongs  to  the  Widow 
Waid. 

his 
GEORGE  +  CORNELOUS. 
mark. 

Sobeeribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  15th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  18()9. 

LEWIS  M.  DOUGLASS, 

Judge  Probate  0(ntrt, 

Atnie  copy: 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenantf  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant 


[No.  3.— Class  second,  1809.] 

Office  Probatb  Court,  Madison  County,  Alabama, 

HuntsviUe,  July  7, 16 

Sir  :  It  having  come  to  my  knowledge,  in  many  instances,  that  depredations  have 
been  committed  upon  citizens  of  this  county,  and  as  I  am  made  one  of  the  conservator* 
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of  the  peace,  by  section  787  of  the  revised  code  of  Alabama,  and  haring  become  i 

fied  that  the  civil  authorities  in  this  county  are  insuffiotent  to  check  the  outrages  upon 
its  citizens,  I  most  respectfully  request  you  to  send  troops  to  those  localities  where 
depredations  are  and  have  been  most  frequently  committed ;  denning,  in  making  tiiis 
request,  that  it  is  the  only  means  left  by  which  quiet  can  he  restored. 
I  remain,  very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  M.  DOUGLASS, 

Judge  Probate  ComrL 
General  Crawford, 

Canmandinff  Forces  United  States  in  Alaibama. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Liemtena/iU,  Seeovtd  Ittfdntry,  Post  AdfviemL 


[No.  4.-Gla88  fieoond,  1869.] 

The  State  op  Alabama,  Madison  County: 

Personally,  appeared  before  me,  Lewis  M.  Douglass,  Judge  of  probate  cocut,  Daniel 
Tix,  who,  after  being  duly  swoin,  says  that  on  Saturday  evening,  July  10, 18G9,  he  was 
informed  by  one  John  Glass,  another  colored  man.  that  J.  M.  Mahew  was  gathering  a 
crowd  of  men  together  to  attack  his  house  and  faim,  (Daniel  Vix,)  for  the  purpose  of 
having  a  frolic  with  him,  the  said  Vix,  and  steal  or  take  his  arms  away  £rom,  and 
then  sell  them  for  whisky.  And  in  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  information,  the  said 
Vix  went  up  the  mountain  and  secreted  himself  about  two  hundred  yards  from  his 
house,  but  80  tbat  he  could  hear  them  at  his  house ;  and  he,  the  said  Vix ,  says  that  he  has 
good  reason  to  believe  that  J.  M.  May  hew,  Robert  Arsbem,  and  John  Somner  were  part 
of  the  crowd  of  men,  and  that  they  were  all  in  disguise,  that  attacked  his  house ;  and 
the  said  Vix  further  swears  that  he  has  not  been  back  to  his  house  at  night  since  he 
was  informed  that  he  Would  be  attacked  by  the  men  whose  names  are  mentioned  above, 
were  engaged  with  others  in  the  attack,  and  that  he,  the  said  Vix,  is  laboring  nndcr 
great  bc^ily  fear,  caused  by  the  demonstrations  made  against  him  on  last  Saturday 
evening  or  night.    All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

Ids 
DANIEL  -f  VIX. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1869. 

LEWIS  M.  DOUGLASS. 

Judge  of  Probate  Court 

A  true  copy: 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Ii^antry,  Poet  AtffuimnL 


OSo,  5.— Class  second,  1869.J 

Sheriff's  Office,  Moulton,  Alabama,  July  22, 1869. 
Kind  Sir  :  This  is  to  inform  you  of  the  outrages  that  have  been  and  are  being  per- 
petrated since  October  last  in  our  county.  There  has  been  three  colored  priaoners 
taken  out  of  our  county  jail,  two  executed  and  one  set  at  liberty,  by  a  party  of  dfs- 
guised  men ;  the  one  set  free  made  an  attempt  to  munler  one  of  the  nK>st  loyal  citizeas, 
and  one  who  took  an  active  part  in  the  President's  election.  This  freedman  was,  no 
doubt,  prevailed  on  to  murder  this  gentleman  by  this  clique.  This  gentleman  to  whom 
I  allude  was  Dr.  William  B.  Irwin.  He  was  confined  to  liis  room  three  or  four  months 
on  account  of  the  wounds  received.  We  cannot,  without  being  molested,  have  any 
public  speaking,  especially  while  being  discussed  by  the  republican  party.  In  Urn 
month  of  April  last  there  were  six  houses  consumed  by  the  torch,  and  women  aq4 
children  driven  from  their  homes  without  permission  to  remove  anything  from  their 
houses,  especially  if  they  were  in  possession  of  fire-arms  or  whisky,  or  anything  of  that 
kind.  The  wines,  money,  and  fire-arms  were  always  distributed  among  the  aisgoised 
party.  In  the  month  of  May  last  a  man  by  the  name  of  Sapp  was  hung  by  Uie  neck 
with  hickonr  bark  until  dead,  by  a  disguised  party.  In  the  month  of  June  a  parigr^ 
consisting  of  eight  in  number,  was  arrested  and  carried  to  jail  to  await  their  triia,aod 
while  in  jail  three  of  the  numl^er  turned  State's  evidence,  and*  a  few  days  previous  to 
the  trial  fifteen  or  thirty  disguised  men  made  a  raid  on  the  jail,  for  the,  purpose  of  re- 
leasing a  part  of  the  prisoners  and  executiuff  the  remainder,  who  had  turned  State's  evi- 


ALABAMA — SUB-COMMITTEB.  1 197 

sent  to  Limestone  County  to  jail  for  safe  keeping.  On  the  1 4th  of  this  month  a  disused 
party  went  and  demanded  the  keys  of  the  Jail,  and  released  the  murderers  and  uouse- 
Dumers.  We  have  many  truly  loyal  citizens  who  wish  to  execute  the  laws,  but  are 
60  intimidated  l>y  this  Klan  that  they  are  afraid  to  expreSb  their  sentiments  or  give  aid 
to  the  sufiferers.  I  do  not  think  these  are  the  original  Ku-Klnz  Klan,  but  onl^  assume 
their  uniform  to  do  their  own  mischief  Captain  W.  C.  Garrett,  the  shenfif  of  the 
county,  has  endeavored  his  utmost  to  suppress  this  lawless  band  and  enforce  the  law. 
This  band  of  disguised  men  has  been  pressing  horses  into  service  while  in  pursuit  of 
mischief.  I  have  been  acting  as  deputy  sherid  since  October  last,  and  have  ascertained 
that  afiBairs  get  no  better,  but'  worse  continually. 
Yours,  most  respeotfhlly  and  obediently, 

JOSEPH  LEE, 
Deputy  Sheriff  of  LawrefMe  County ,  AldbavM, 
General  CRAWfOBB, 

Commanding  United  8Mee  Jbroet^  HwnteffUle,  Alabama, 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
Lientenani  Second  United  SUUea  Infantry. 


[Ko.  6.— Class  aeoond,  1869.] 

Tbb  Statb  of  Alabama,  Madison  County: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Lewis  M.  Douglass,  Judge  of  the  probate  court  in  and 
for  said  county  and  State,  James  Sanford,  who,  after  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and 
says,  that  about  midnight  on  the  night  of  the  34th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1869,  a  band  of 
armed  men,  in  diseuise,  came  to  my  house  and  asked  if  a  man  named  William  Camp- 
bell lived  on  my  place :  I  told  them  there  was ;  they  then  asked  if  there  was  not  a  dif- 
ficulty between  myseli  and  him:  I  told  them  that  there  had  been,  but  that  it  was 
settle^],  and  that  there  was  no  oifBoulty  between  us  now ;  they  said  there  was  a  diffi- 
culty between  us  that  is  not  settled,  meaning  the  disguised  men,  and  then  asked  for 
water,  and  they  loft ;  the  next  morning  a  black  man  came  to  my  house  and  told  me 
that  William  Campbell  had  been  killea  that  night  by  a  band  of  disguised  men,  and  that 
he  wanted  to  get  some  lumber  to  make  a  coffin  out  of;  I  went  to  the  house  and  found 
that  the  man  had  been  shot  three  times,  and  was  dead^  and  on  that  day  he  was  buried. 
I  also  found  a  pistol  cylinder  that  was  broken,  laying  in  the  yard ;  the  wife  of  the  man 
who  was  shot  says  that  there  was  about  fifteen  of  the  disguised  men  in  the  gang  that 
did  the  shooting. 

JAMES  SANFORD. 

Suboeribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  26tl^  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1869. 

LEWIS  M.  DOUGLASS, 

Judge  of  Pi'obtUe. 
A  traeo<my: 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  A^tant 


[No.  7.— Class  second,  1869.] 

HuNTSVUXE,  Alabama,  July  29, 1869. 
I  am  the  sheriff  of  Madison  County,  Alabama.  I  respectfnllv  inform  you  that  law- 
lessness prevails  to  such  an  extent  in  this  county  that  armed  forces  are  necessary  to 
suppress  violence.  Murders  are  perpetrated  by  armed  bands  of  disguised  outlaws,  and 
without  the  aid  of  armed  men  I  cannot  arrest  the  x>erpetrators  or  execute  process.  I 
ask  for  such  force  as  you  can  give  me,  mounted,  for  the  purposes  stated  above. 

JOS.  P.  DOYLE,  SkeHff, 

I  further  ask  that  ^ou  distribute  your  troops  in  such  numbers  as  you  can  spare  at 
Heridianville,  Ma^sville^  and  Madison  Station,  in  this  county,  also  at  Newmarket,  and 
this  request  to  exist  until  order  is  restored. 

JOa  P.  DOYLE,  Sheriff, 
General  S.  W.  Crawtord, 

Commanding  Post  at  HuntsmHe, 

JAMES  MILLER,  l^ 
First  Ueutenant  Second  Infantry ^  Post  Adjutant 
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[No.  a— CU88  seoond,  18ttL] 

The  State  of  Alabama,  County  of  Madison : 

Before  me,  James  H.  Bone,  clerk  of  the  city  court  of  Huntsville,  county  and  State 
aforesaid,  personally  appeared  E.  M.  Mulligan,  wbo,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  h» 
was  employed  to  teacb  a  colored  school  near  New  Market,  in  said  county  of  Madison, 
and  that  he  opened  said  school  Monday,  26th  July,  1869 ;  that  about  8  o'clock  Wednes- 
day night  following,  he,  while  sitting  in  the  house  with  the  family  with  whom  be  was 
boarding,  heard  a  noise  as  if  some  one  was  blowing  a  whistle,  and  remarked  to  them, 
''Don't  that  sound  like  a  Ku-Klax  whistle f  and  stepped  to  the  door  and  saw  about 
fonr  or  five  disguised  men  ride  up  to  the  gate  in  front  of  the  door,  (they  had  three  or 
four  colored  men  with  them  as  prisoners;)  the  disguised  men  dismoantcd,  holding  pis- 
tols in  their  hands  pointed  toward  me,  and  walked  up  to  the  door,  cursing  and  swear- 
ing, and  demanding  all  the  guns  or  pistols  in  the  house.  I  said,  "  W%  have  no  arms;^ 
they  said,  "  God  d— n  you,  you  have  arms ;  we  will  kill  every  Gk)d  d — d  one  in  the  hoofie 
if  we  did  not  give  them  up  instanter ;  that  the^  expected  to  kill  three  or  four  uegroee, 
and  whip  as  many  more  to  death,  before  morning ;''  they  swore  that  Saturday  ui^t 
before  they  whipped  a  white  mau  nearly  to  death ;  they  then  ordered  me  to  go  wxUi 
them,  cursing  me  all  the  time,  saying,  we  will  make  you  tell  where  your  pistols  are,  or 
we  will  break  your  neck  and  stop  your  damned  school ;  we  do  not  intend  that  any 
schools  shall  be  organized,  or  allow  any  school-teachers  to  stay  or  live  in  this  portion 
of  the  country.  They  took  me  and  the  three  other  men  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile, 
to  the  residence  of  Coleman  Kelley,  and  there  demanded  all  arms  he  had,  saying  ff  he 
did  not  deliver  them  up  instanter  they  would  kill  him ;  one  of  the  women  at  Kellers 
said  there  was  no  arms  there ;  they  ordered  her  not  to  speak  again  or  they  would  give 
her  five  hundred  lashes ;  the  woman  then  slipped  oat  of  t-he  house.  As  soon  ba  the  dis- 
guised men  missed  her  from  the  room  they  demanded  to  know  of  said  Kelley  where 
the  woman  had  gone.  He  answered  and  said,  "  I  do  not  know."  They  then  told  Kel- 
ley he  was  a  God  d— d  liar,  and  we  will  whip  you  to  death  if  you  do  not  tell  us  where 
she  has  gone.  They  then  stripped  the  clothes  from  Kelley's  person ;  forced  him  down 
on  his  belly,  and  beat  him  on  the  bare  back  with  a  gun-rod ;  said  rod  was  iron-tipped. 
They  then  turned  to  me  and  said,  "  Come  up  here,  you  God  d — d  school-teacher,  it  is 
your  turn  next."  I  then  sprang  away  fi'om  them,  and  as  I  ran  they  fired  two  shots  at 
me,  the  shot  and  bullets  passing  over  my  head,  but  near  me.  They  also  ssud  that  there 
was  fifty  men  only  a  short  distance  in  the  rear. 

E.  M.  MULLLIGAN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  30th  July,  A.  D.  1869. 

JAS.  H.  BONE,  CZert. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
Fir$t  UmkiMMt  Second  Iitf4mtryf  Fwt  A^tOmd. 


[No.  9.— Class  second,  186d.] 
B. 

State  of  Alabama,  County  of  Madimm, 
On  this  4th  day  of  August,  1869,  personally  appeared  before  me,  a  clerk  of  the  cir- 
cuit court  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  Mary  Campbell,  of  the  county  of 
Madison,  State  of  Alabama,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  on  Saturday 
night,  the  24th  day  of  July,  1869,  while  she  and  her  husband,  William  Campbell,  were 
asleep  in  their  bed  in  a  house  on  the  plantation  of  Mr.  James  Sanford,  we  werearo«9ed 
from  sleep  by  the  report  of  a  pistol-shot  and  I  saw  that  my  husband  had  been  shot  in 
the  left  side ;  I  saw  the  blood  running  out  of  his  side ;  it  ran  on  my  clothes ;  he  cried 
out, "  Oh,  Lord,"  and  I  saw  six  or  seven  men  in  the  room  around  our  bed,  wttch  ^ms 
on  the  floor ;  they  had  their  faces  covered  over  with  black  masks  and  their  bodi^  were 
covered  with  blaek  gowns.  These  men  said,  ^'You  are  the  damned  rascal  who  has 
been  keeping  up  all  the  fuss  in  the  Cove,"  and  one  of  them  reached  around  me  and  shot 
my  husband  in  the  side  of  the  head  with  a  pistol-ball.  They  told  my  husband  to  go 
out  of  the  room,  saying,  "  Go  out  of  this  room,  God  damn  you  ;  you  are  the  one  that 
has  been  keeping  up  aU  the  fuss  in  the  Cove."  He  went  out  with  them  and  leaned  op 
against  the  fence,  and  I  saw  and  heard  some  three  or  four  of  them  shoot  at  him.  He 
was  hit  in  the  small  of  his  back  by  one  of  the  shots ;  he  fell  on  the  grouiid  and  ti>e 
men  shut  at  him  again  while  he  was  lying  on  the  ground.  I  saw  some  otbers  oolwde 
of  the  yard,  about  three  or  four  that  I  could  see  after  they  had  fired  the  lost  4|w^ 
One  of  them  said,  <'  Come,  let's  go,"  and  they  left.    I  helpoid  to  carry  my  ImalMilAinfeo 
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the  honse  and  fonnd  that  he  had  been  shot  some  six  times ;  he  died  in  about  an  hour 
after  he  was  shot.  I  am  abont  seTen  months  with  ohild.  I  coald  not  tell  any  of  the 
men*  I  farther  swear  that  about  three  weeks  before  that,  on  a  Sunday  morninp^,  Mr. 
James  Sanford  came  down  to  our  house ;  I  was  not  there  when  he  first  came  in ;  woe 
aft  my  brother's  below  it  and  I  saw  he  had  a  pistol  in  his  hand.  Then  I  went  to  my 
bouse ;  my  husband  was  sitting  in  a  chair  but  set  leaning  against  the  house  near  the 
door;  Mr.  James  Sanford  was  leaning  against  the  fence  around  the  grounds  on  which 
our  house  is  situated.  He  had  in  his  hands  a  pistol  resting  on  the  top  of  the  fence, 
pointed  toward  my  husband.  He  accused  my  husband  of  stealing  his  cniokens,  which 
tny  husband  deni^  doing.  Mr.  James  Sanford  wanted  him  to  pay  for  the  chickens ; 
iny  husband  reflised  to  do  so.  Then  Mr.  James  Sanford  said  if  he  did  not  he  would  shoot 
his  infernal  black  heart  oat  of  him.  He  continued  to  curse  and  abuse  my  husband.  When 
I  got  to  my  house  I  sat  down  in  tho  door-way  and  my  child  was  by  my  side.  Mr. 
James  Sanford  told  me  to  take  my  child  away  from  there,  that  he  did  not  want  to  shoot 
-^e  child.  I  took  my  child  in  the  house ;  then  my  husband  t^ld  him  he  would  come 
to  town  and  report  him  for  saving  he  would  take  his  life,  and  for  drawing  his  pistol 
over  him.  Mr.  James  Sanford  said  if  he  did  come  here  and  report  it  he  would  have  to 
leave  ite  county.  Mr.  Sanford  left  for  his  house;  my  husband  left  our  house  Sunday 
evening  for  town  to  report  what  Mr.  Sanford  said. 

her 
MARY  +  CAMPBELL. 
mark. 
Witnesses : 

John  Leb  Bogbrs. 
John  H.  Wager. 
8w«m  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1869, 

JAS.  H.  BONE, 

Clerk  drcmt  Court. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  a£Qdavit  was  carefully  read  to  the  afiSant  before 
she  signed  her  name  by  making  her  mark. 

JAS.  H.  BONE, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court, 


[No.  10.--C1MS  seoond,  1660.] 

E. 

Camp  near  Gdntbrsvuxb, 

Alabama,  August  4,  1869. 

Sm :  For  the  information  of  the  brevet  m^for  general  commanding  the  post,  I  have 
the  honor  to  inclose  a  sworn  statement  of  a  colored  man  named  Isham  Henry.  He  did 
not  like  to  swear  before  a  magistrate  for  fear  of  his  life.  I  therefore  took  down  his 
statement,  and  made  him  make  affidavit  to  it.  He  states  that  bodies  of  men,  armed 
and  masked,  have  passed  and  repassed  his  house  very  frequently  during  the  past  two 
weeks,  and  that  their  object  was  to  intimidate  colored  people  from  voting,  unless  they 
would  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  and  I  have  learned  that  ten  out  of  the  sixty-odd 
colored  men  who  voted  in  this  town,  on  the  second,  were  influenced  to  do  so  by  those 
night^prowling  vagabonds. 

The  sheriff  I  have  not  seen  for  a  month. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN, 
Captain  Second  Infantry,  Brevet  Major,  V,  5.  ^.,  Commanding  the  Camp, 

Lieutenant  James  Uuo, 

Second  Infantry,  Post  Adfutanty  Huntsville,  Alabama, 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MH^LER, 
Firet  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Poet  Atfjutant, 


^   Statement  of  lekfon  Henry,  (colored,) 

In  the  month  of  March  last  six  men  came  to  my  house ;  they  were  all  masked :  two 
^  them  wore  scarlet  stockings ;  they  took  me  from  my  house  to  the  road,  made  me 
strip,  and  gave  me  ten  lashes. 

Cm  the  Sa  of  August,  1669|  three  men  (masked)  came  to  my  house ;  they  made  me 
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ffive  them  my  gon,  (army  riil«;)  the  gon  was  again  letimied  me  with  the  qnestknt, 
'^  Is  it  loaded  f  I  wbh  made  to  fire  it  off;  the^r  tiien  coeked  and  presented  their  flie- 
armsat  me,  saying,  "  Take  your  gnn  and  break  it  on  that  log,"  (meaning  a  log  near  by,) 
«  or  we  will  shoot  yon."    To  save  my  life,  I  broke  the  gon. 

I  did  not  dare  to  go  to  vote  yesteroay,  for  fbar  that  on  my  return  I  would  get  kiBed. 

One  of  the  men  who  made  me  break  my  gun  I  recognized  as  a  neighbor,  a  white  man 
named  Jesse  lioQee,    The  others  I  did  not  recognise. 

ISHAM  +  HENBT. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  August,  1869,  at  Gimteisvms^ 
Jabama. 

A  true  copy : 


GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN, 
Captaki  Second  htfanOry,  Breed  Mt^jor,  U.  3.  A,,  Commanding  cSsstp. 


JAMES  MTT^T.V.R, 
Fir$t  LiwtmmU  Seoond  Inftmtry^PoU  Adjuimi, 


[No.  IL— ClsM  second,  18W.) 

F. 

State  of  Alabama,  C^mitty  ({/^  Madison : 

On  this  7th  day  of  August  personal! v  appeared  before  me,  a  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  Samuel  Mastin,  resident  on  the  plan- 
tation of  Mr.  Frank  Mastin,  three  miles  from  Huntsville,  Alabama,  Madison  County, 
State  of  Alabama,  who,  being  dnly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  Sunday  night,  16th 
July,  1869,  while  I  was  asleep  in  my  house,  I  heard  some  persons  knocking  at  my  door, 
and  said  for  me  to  open  my  door,  which  J  did.  I  found  there  one  of  my  fellow-serrantB, 
Henry  Johnson,  and  two  men  dressed  in  disguise,  a  black  gown  on.  their  faces  were 
masked.  They  said,  <'  I  want  your  gun:''  which  I  got  and  gave  to  tnem.  They  said, 
''All  right,  Sam,  you  shall  not  be  hurt.''  Then  they  left  my  house,  carrying  my  gnn 
with  them.  Tbey  also  took  a  double-barrel  gnn  from  Washington  Pope,  ana  a  wafeeh 
from  Tom  Mastin.    There  was  another  man  holding  the  horses. 

hU 
SAMUEL  +  MASTIN. 


Witnesses: 

John  Lbs  Rogers. 
John  H.  Wager. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  August,  1669 ;  and  I  certify  lliat 
the  foregoing  affidavit  was  carefhlly  read  to  the  affiant  before  signing  his  name  by 
making  his  mark. 

JAS.  H.  BONE, 

CUHi  CinmU  Cmtrt 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MTT.T.TCT^ 

Fvnt  Lieatenani  Seoond  Infantry,  Poet  A^^Utmt 


[No.  ia.-4na8S  second,  I860.] 

•  Affidavit  of  Moses  B.  Sullivan,  Marshall  County,  concerning  Ku-Elux  outrage.    [Ses 
appendix  to  testimony  of  A.  S.  Lakin,  page  146.  ] 


[No.  ]3.-4nM8  Moond,  18B9.] 


On  the  23d  day  of  August,  1869, 1  was  returning  from  my  brother's  to  where  I  fire, 
about  two  miles  and  one-half  fVom  Deposit,  toward  Vienna,  two  men  met  me  on  the 
road;  one  of  them  was  white,  the  other  a  mulatto.    I  believe  that  the  white  bsb^  i 
name  was  Benjamin  Evans,  the  colored  man's  name  was  Bob  Ice.    The  white  Man  J 
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cooked  his  rifle  antl  fired  at  me,  the  ball  passiog  through  my  thigh.    I  never  gave  the 
maa  any  provocation  to  shoot  me. 

hU 
HENRY  -f  RIVERS, 
mark. 
Witness :  Milton  G.  Young. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  an  officer  of  the  United  States  Army,  at  ShanruU 
plantation,  near  Paint  Rock,  this  25th  day  of  August,  18(39. 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN. 
Captain  Second  Infantry^  Brevet  Major,  U,  S.  A, 

A  tme  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
Mrst  Lieuienant  Second  Infantryy  Post  Adjutants 


[No.  14.— Class  second^  1869.] 

On  the  21st  of  August,  1869, 1  had  a  warrant,  and  tried  to  arrest  on  it  W.  M.  Evans, 
John  Evans,  (white,)  Robert  Ice,  (colored,)  Burgers  Finncll,  and  Greene  Horton, 
(colored.)  I  arrested  Fiunell  and  Horton.  I  also  arrested  W.  M.  Evans,  but  he  sue* 
ceede4l  in  getting  away.  The  warrant  for  arrest  was  issued  against  the  above-nam€»d 
men  for  dis^uisin^  themselves,  and  going  to  the  house  of  N.  Stevens,  (my  father,)  and 
forcibly  taking  from  him  a  shot-gun.  On  Monday  last,  the  23d  of  August,  I  summoned 
about  twenty  men  as  Sk posse  comitatuSj  (they  were  white  and  black,)  and  tried  to  arrest 
W.  M.  Evans  (white)  and  Bob  Ice,  (colored.)  They  were  at  Squire  Bronson^s,  at  Wild 
Goat  Cove.  I  surrounded  the  house,  but  they  broke  and  run  out  the  back  part  of  it, 
accompanied  by  Ben  Evans,  his  brother.  They  were  halted  by  a  colored  man  (one  of 
my  posse)  named  Elliott  Cotrell,  when  L.  A.  Bronson  leveled  his  gun  and  fired  at 
Cotrell,  wounding  him  slightly.  Cotrell  and  others  then  fired,  shooting  W.  M.  Evans 
*jn  the  arm.  The  parties  then  got  away,  and  up  to  this  date  I  have  not  succeeded  in 
arresting  them.    All  of  this  was  at  Wild  Goat  Cove,  near  Fearn's  Ferry,  Alabama. 

W.  C.  STEPHENS. 

Witness:  O.  H.  Morrow. 

Sworn  and  sobscribed  to  before  me,  an  officer  of  the  United  States  Army,  at  Mo- 
dung's  Spring,  Alabama,  August  26, 1869. 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN, 
Captain  Second  Infantry ,  Brevet  Major,  U,  8,  A, 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant, 


[No.  15.— Glass  second,  18C9.1 

State  of  Alabama,  County  of  Madison,  ss: 

On  this  1st  day  of  September  personally  appeared  before  me,  a  Judge  of  probato 
court  in  and  for  the  county  and  Stute  aforesaid,  Nathan  Meeks,  resident  of  Huntsville, 
Wadison  County,  State  of  Alabama,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  on 
_  the  night  of  the  lUst  of  August,  1869,  as  I  was  returning  from  work,  to  my  home  in  the 
northwest  part  of  the  city,  (across  the  railroad,  on  Holmes  street,  my  house  is  situated,) 
about  8  p.  m.,  as  I  was  going  from  the  bridge  to  cross  the  railroad  on  Holmes  street,  I 
saw  on  the  street  four  young  men,  whom  I  recognized  to  be  Samuel  Clark,  John  Hardy, 
William  Allen,  and  James  Scruggs.  Samuel  Allen  had  under  his  arm  a  large  black 
roll ;  after  I  had  passed  them  I  Mt  uneasy,  fearing  that  they  were  there  for  no  good 
Xmrpose ;  when  I  reached  my  home  I  was  still  worried,  and  as  the  Kn-Klux  had  been  to 
my  house  once  before,  broke  into  my  house  and  took  my  gun,  breaking  my  gun — this 
occurred  about ,  1869 ;  I  thought  I  had  not  better  stay  there— so,  attor  drink- 
jog  a  cup  of  coffee,  I  went  out  or  my  house,  crossing  the  street  opposite  the  door  of  my 
boose ;  I  laid  down  in  the  grass ;  1  had  been  there  about  two  hours  when  I  saw  four 
men  walking  from  tlie  eastern  part  of  the  city  toward  my  house;  these  men  I  saw  wore 
black  gowns  on  their  persons.  As  they  came  to  the  front  of  the  house  my  dog  ran  to 
the  fence  barking  at  them ;  one  of  these  men  shot  his  pistol  off  at  my  dog ;  I  saw  him 
point  it  at  him  and  shoot ;  they  then  opened  the  gate  and  went  into  my  yard,  un  to 
my  house ;  knocked  at  the  door ;  it  not  being  opened,  they  commence^l  kicking;  the  door 
open,  when  I  fired  my  pistol  at  them ;  aft^r  they  got  the  door  opeu  they  all  w,^t  in 

76  A 
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the  honse,  staid  there  about  five  minates,  and  when  thej  all  come  ont  of  the  gate  to- 
gether two  walked  on  the  railroad  toward  the  depot.  I,  from  their  voicee,  and  from 
what  I  saw  afterwards,  believe  them  to  be  John  Hardy  and  William  Allen ;  one  other 
of  them  went  np  the  railroad,  that  is  west,  and  from  his  voice  and  actions  I  believe 
him  to  be  James  Scruggs.  The  other  one,  the  fourth  one,  I  followed  him  to  &lr.  Clark's, 
westward,  on  the  opposite  side  of  my  honse ;  he  got  over  the  fence  at  the  side  of  the 
lot,  and  raised  the  window  at  the  side  of  the  hoiise,  and  got  into  the  house  that  way, 
ana  I  heard  him  walk  through  the  house,  up  the  stairs,  and  into  a  room.  He  bad  on 
when  he  went  into  the  house  a  black  gown,  but  when  he  came  to  the  window  to  poll 
down  the  curtain  I  recognized  him  to  be  Samuel  Clark ;  before  he  came  to  puU  the 
curtain  down  he  turned  up  the  light  in  the  room,  and  I  was  able  to  fully  recognize 
him ;  then  he  had  no  disguise  on.  When  these  men  were  in  my  house  I  heard  them 
ask  my  wife  where  I  was ;  they  said,  *'  Where  is  Nathan?"  She  said,  "  I  do  not  know 
where  he  is."  **  Damn  you,  I  want  you  to  tell  me  where  he  is,  and  if  he  has  got  any 
arms  we  mean  to  kill  him,  damn  him." 

his 
NATHAN  H-  MEEK8. 
mark. 
Witnesses: 

John  H.  Wager. 

Justin  Ronayne. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1st  day  of  September,  1869,  and  I  certify  the 
affiant  heard  the  foregoing  carefully  read  before  signing  his  name  by  making  bis 
mark. 

LEWIS  M.  DOUGLASS, 

Judge  of  Frobaie. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
lirst  Lieutmant  Second  Infantry,  Post  AdjutanL 


[Ko.  16.--ClaM  Mcond,  1889.] 

Statr  of  Alabama,  County  of  Madison,  ee: 

On  this  2d  day  of  September,  1869,  personally  appeared  before  me,  Lewis  M.  Don^ 
lass,  a  J ud^e  of  probate  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  Jack  White,  resident 
of  HuntsviUe,  Madison  County,  State  of  Alabama,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  depoeea  and 
says  that  on  the  night  of  the  31st  of  August,  1869, 1  was  aroused  from  sleep  by  aome 
persons  pounding  against  my  door,  and  a  voice  saying,  "Get  up  and  open  the  door."  I 
replied,  **  I  cannot  get  up  and  open  the  door  at  this  time  of  night."  The  voice  said  if 
I  did  not  they  would  break  it  down.  I  did  not  op^  it,  and  they  bursted  it  open.  Two 
men  came  into  my  room ;  their  faces  and  heads  were  covered  with  black  cloth.  They 
said,  "Give  us  your  pistol,"  coming  to  my  bed-side,  pointing  their  pistols  at  me.    I 

Five  my  pistols  to  one  of  them;  from  his  voice  and  what  I  saw  of  his  face  and  beaid 
believe  him  to  be  John  Hardy.  As  I  gave  it  to  him  I  said,  "  Mr.  Hardy,  I  know  yoo, 
sir;  I  have  never  done  you  any  harm,  and  you  should  not  take  my  pistol  from  nae."  1 
believe  the  other  man  to  be  William  Allen.  I  saw  three  other  men  outside,  in  front  of 
my  door ;  they  had  masks  on  their  faces.  As  soon  as  they  got  my  pistol  they  went  oat 
of  my  house,  and  I  saw  them  striking  Tom  Hawkins,  who  lives  with  me ;  he  went  out 
of  the  house  when  the  two  men  came  in,  and  they  beat  him,  saying  "  You  are  going 
to  run."  ^ 

his 

JACK  -f  WHITE. 
mark. 
Witnesses: 

John  H.  Wager. 
Wm.  a.  McDonald. 
John  G.  Blackweix. 

Subacribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2d  day  of  September,  1869;  and  I  hereby 
certify  that  the  foregoing  affidavit  was  carefully  read  to  the  affiant  before  he  signtea 
his  name  by  making  his  mark. 

LEWIS  M.  DOUGLASS, 

Judge  of  ProhaU. 

A  true  copy  ^ 

DigitizeJl^MES  MILLEB, 

First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  AdgiisaL 
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[So.  17.— ClMt  second,  1889.] 

Vienna,  Alabama,  September  18, 1869. 
DxAR  &SR :  We,  the  nndersigned,  citizens  of  Vienna  and  vicinity,  in  view  of  the 
existing  st«te  of  affairs  in  Marobali  Connty,  adjacent  to  this  section,  to  wit,  the  mnr- 
den  and  other  outrages  that  have  recently  been  committed  in  said  coanty,  and  threats 
of  violence  upon  this  place  and  vicinity,  thereby  rendering  life  and  property  insecure, 
and  having  a  desire  for  peace,  order,  and  quiet,  do  respectfully  petition  you  to  send  a 
BOffieient  force  of  United  States  soldiers  to  this  place  immediately. 
Very  re^eotlhlly, 

Robert  W.  Peevy.       J.  H.  AlcUey. 
A.  Whited.  B.  A.  Nowlin. 

J.  W.  Grayson.  Joseph  W.  Grayson. 

D.W.Parker.  F.M.Stone. 

.  Wm.  J.  Wallace.  F.T.Butler. 

Lot.  S.  Ledbetter.        £.  C.  Lnsk. 
James  Latham.  James  W.  Allison. 

J.  M.  Ledbetter.  Jacob  Owens. 

James  Edge.  Henry  Wann. 

James  L.  Ledbetter.    G.  L.  T.  Lusk. 
H.  B.  Gabor.  John  T.  Haden. 

J.G.  EllBtt.  Louis  Vann. 

W.  D.  Collins.  T.  M.  Fennell. 

Isaac  D.  Wann.  J.  B.  Dickey. 

S.  M.  Nabors.  Joseph  A.  Uaden. 

R.  E.  Cochron.  W.  P.  Lisk. 

S.  W.  Kennemore.       B.  F.  Walker. 
Higofr  General  Crawford, 

Ckmmandmg  United  States  Fweea  at  Huntmlley  Alabama. 

A  true  copy : 

L.  R.  CRUMBAUGH, 
Second  Lieutenant  and  AdjtUant  8€0(md  Infantry ,  Post  Adjutant 


[No.  la— Class  second,  1869.] 

Terrapin  Creek,  Cleburne  County,  Alabama, 

September  20, 1869. 
Commanding  Oj/ioer  United  States  Troops,  Edwardsville,  Alabama : 

We,  the  undersigned,  would  respectfully  ask  that  the  troops  be  brought  into  this 
neighliorhood.  The  Ku-Klux  are  continually  threatening  Union  men  in  this  commu- 
nity, and  will  carry  their  threats  into  execution  against  those  Union  men  who  shot  into 
them,  and  them  Union  men  cannot  live  in  the  country  unless  protected  by  United 
States  troops.  The  troops  are  twenty  miles  from  here,  and  all  the  Ku-Klux  who  com- 
mit th^e  outrages  in  this  neighborhood  live  in  Calhoun  County,  or  near  the  line ;  and 
if  the  troops  were  near  here,  these  Ku-Klux  who  have  warrants  out  against  them  can 
be  arrested  in  the  night,  without  them  knowing  that  the  soldiers  or  arresting -officers 
were  near  them.  Cross  Plains,  in  Calhoun  County,  is  on  the  railroad,  and  is  the  near- 
est'point  to  where  the  outrages  have  been  most  frequently  committ>ed. 

CM.  WHEELER.  '     ELI  B.  HATFIELD. 

G.  WHEELER.  E.  W.  BOWNING. 

J.  A.  WHEELER.  J.  B.  CAMP. 

R.  H.  WHEELER  W.  J.  ELKINS. 

M.  L.  HATFIELD.  JOHN  WHEELER. 

HANSFORD  HATFIELD.  A.  H.  WILKINS. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  within  petition  is  entitled  to  consideration,  and  that  the 
proposed  change  of  the  United  States  troops  from  Edwardsville  to  Cross  Plains  is 
necessary  under  existing  circumstances. 

W.  R.  HUimiCUTT, 
Judge  of  Probate,  Cleburne  County,  Alabama. 

[Indorsoment.] 

Camp  Detachment  Second  Infantry, 

Edwardsville,  Alabama,  Septemibcr  25, 1869. 
Respectfully  forwarded,  suggesting  that  the  move,  if  ordered,  be  ordered  before  the 
end  01  the  month,  as  it  will  save  the  expense  of  hauling  rations  to  this  place  from  the 
railroad ;  and  I  believe  the  within  application  to  be  well  founded  in  fact. 

CHAS.  KELLER,  Jr., 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Commanding  Detachment. 
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[No.  19.--Clas8  second,  1869.1 

Monte  Sano,  September  22, 1869. 
My  Dear  General  :  Inclosed  I  send  you  a  distressing  letter  from  Wild  Goat  Covo, 
which  I  trast  yon  can  decipher.  I  write  to  add  my  earnest  solicitations  to  the  appli- 
cations for  troops  sent  yon  from  the  Vienna  district.  The  negroes  on  my  place  send 
me  word  by  the  messenger  bringing  Mr.  Furgeson*s  letter  to  tefl  them  what  to  do.  In 
your  reply,  which  I  woSd  forward  to  them,  I  would  like  to  assure  them  of  protection 
to  themselves  and  property.  We  need  not  look  to  State  authority  for  it.  All  good 
men,  white  or  black,  will  welcome  the  United  States  forces,  and  feel  secure  in  flieir 
neighborhood.  They  are  powerless  to  protect  themselves  from  assassins,  and  onr  sec- 
tion is  fast  lapsing  into  anarchy.  If  not  already  sent  forward,  I  beg  of  you  to  locate 
one  company,  at  least,  in  our  place.  I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  come  down,  being 
confmed  by  sickness. 
•    Sincerely,  yours, 

ROBT  t^AEN. 
M^j or  General  Crawford, 

Huntsville,  Alabama, 


[No.  S0.~Claa8  second,  1869.] 

State  of  Alabama,  County  of  Madiaoti : 

On  this  23d  day  of  September,  1869,  personally  appeared  before  me,  clerk  of  city 
court  of  Huntsville,  iu  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  John  Leslie,  resident  on 
the  Boiling  place,  two  miles  from  Clnttsville,  Madison  County,  State  of  Alabama,  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  on  Sunday  morning,  the  12th  of  September,  I 
was,  with  other  colored  people,  att-endiug  preaching  at  the  Widow  Bland^s,  when  our 
services  wer^roken  up  by  tfve  men  dressed  in  disguise  riding  into  the  grove  where 
we  were  holding  our  meeting,  pointing  their  pistols  at  us  sayiug,  "  We  will  give  you 
all  ten  minutes  to  get  away  from  here ;  we  are  going  to  stop  this  nigger  preaching; 
there  shall  not  be  any  more  under  two  months; ''  and  we  all  left.  At  the  same  time 
there  came  from  the  opposite  side  some  five  or  six  white  men,  not  disguised,  but  arm€»d. 
I  asked  two  of  them  wnether  we  could  not  hold  our  meetings  there.  Mr.  Coon  Wil- 
liamson and  one  Alfred  Clutcher  said  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  were  not  the 
men.  On  the  following  Monday  night,  the  13th  of  September,  about  9  o'clock,  I  think, 
as  I  stopped  from  my  house  into  the  yard,  I  saw  over  twenty  men  disguised  riding 
up  to  the  fence ;  they  came  through  the  gate  into  the  yard.  When  I  saw  them  I  ran 
away,  upon  which  they  called  upon  me  to  halt,  but  I  continued  to  run  and  they  fired 
eight  shots  at  me.  I  ran  into  the  woods  and  staid  there  till  near  daylight.  On  my 
return  home  I  learned  that  they  had  left  after  shooting  at  mo,  but  they  or  another 
party  returned  about  midnight,  broke  open  the  door  of  my  house,  searching  all  over 
the  bouse  for  guns ;  they  hit  my  wife  iu  the  face,  took  my  son,  who  is  thirteen  yean 
old,  out  of  the  house  into  the  road,  made  him  take  ofi  his  shirt,  beat  him  with  switches, 
and  carried  off  a  gun  he  had  borrowed  from  a  neighbor.  I  am  afraid  to  stay  there 
irom  threats  made  by  this  band  of  disguised  men  against  my  life. 

bis 
JOHN  -f  LESLIE. 
mark. 

Witness :  John  G.  Blackwell. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  23d  day  of  September,  1869,  and  I  hereby 
certify  that  the  foregoing  was  carefully  read  to  the  affiant  before  he  signed  his  name 
by  making  his  mark. 

JAMES  H.  BONE, 
Clerk  City  Court  of  Huntsville. 

A  true  copy  : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  It\fantry,  Post  AdjutanL 


[No.  21.— Claaa  second,  18601 

State  of  Alabama,  County  of  Madison j  ss: 

On  this  day,  27th  of  October,  1869,  personally  appeared  before  me,  a  clerk  of  tht 
circuit  court  iu  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  William  Blair,  lato  of  Lime- 
stone County,  now  a  resident  of  Madison  County,  State  of  Alabama,  who,  being  duly 
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Bworn,  deposes  and  says  tliat  on  or  abont  the  night  of  the  —  of  December,  1868, 1  was 
asleep  in  bed  and  was  aroused  from  sleep  by  some  parties  breaking  down  the  door  of 
the  house.  Two  men  came  toward  my  bed;  one  caught  me  by  my  right  ann  saying, 
"Get  up  and  come  with  me ;  we  want  to  see  you."  I  not  moving  at  once,  one  of  them 
hit  me  on  the  head  with  a  pistoL  I  then  got  up  and  followed  them  out  of  the  house. 
I  saw  nine  men  outside ;  in  all  eleven  men.  Those  men  had  on  white  gowns,  but  their 
£ftce8  were  not  masked.  The  two  men  who  came  into  the  house  and  made  me  follow 
them  I  recognized  to  be  Ruff  Wray  and  Dick  Hines,  and  the  other  men  outside  of  the 
house  I  recognized  to  be  Bunk  and  Poney  Hines,  Dave  Friend,  Bill  Northern,  Hugh, 
George,  Cube,  and  Sim  Hudson,  and  James  Henry  Cox.  As  soon  as  I  got  out  of  the 
house  these  men  surrounded  me  and  beat  mo  on  the  head  with  their  pistols.  Some  of 
them  said,  **  Keep  Jim  Henry  back,  or  he  will  cut  his  throat."  This  man  Jim  Henry 
Cox  ran  up  toward  me  with  a  knife  in  his  hand  and  struck  at  me  with  it  over  the 
heads  of  the  other  men.  Two  men,  Dick  Hines  and  Kuff  Wray,  held  me  by  the  arms 
all  the  time;  they  dragged  me  some  distance  from  the  house.  When  about ^ne 
hundred  yards,  this  man  Jim  Henry  Cox  was  behind  me  sticking  me  in  the  back  and 
le^  with  a  knife.  I  called  to  them,  stating  he  was  cutting  me  with  a  knife.  They 
said,  *'  You  are  a  damn  liar;  come  on."  He  did  not  cease  sticking  me  with  his  knife. 
They  carried  and  dragged  me  about  fifty  yards  further,  and  they  took  all  my  clothes 
off  of  me,  and  commenced  beating  me  with  sticks ;  some  beat  me,  some  choked  me, 
and  others  sticking  and  cutting  me  with  their  knives.  I  could  not  tell  who  the  parties 
were ;  I  mean  I  could  not  distinguish  one  from  the  other.    They  laid  me  down  on  the 

Cund,  and  held  me  there  with  my  face  to  the  ground ;  they  cut  my  legs,  arms,  and 
k,  with  their  knives ;  across  the  other  way  tuey  cut  deep  gashes  crosswise ;  they 
split  open  my  feet  with  their  knives  and  cut  deep  gashes  iu  my  thighs  and  calves  of 
iQy  l^g^  ^^i  up  and  down,  and  then  across.  After  they  had  done  beating  me  they  told 
me  to  stand  up,  but  I  could  not,  from  weakness  caused  by  loss  of  blood  from  the  cuts 
they  gave  me  in  the  back,  legs,  a^d  arms ;  then  two  of  the  men  held  me  up,  and  some 
ef  them  knocked-  me  down  by  hitting  me  on  the  head  with  their  pistols.  I  have  been 
confined  almost  all  the  time  to  my  bed,  under  medical  treatment,  since,  and  now  am 
not  able  to  do  any  work  to  support  myself,  and  I  am  still  under  medical  treatment. 
I  am  not  able  to  travel  any  distance.  I  was  beaten  and  cut  in  this  way  while  living 
with  my  father  on  the  plantation  owned  by  Mr.  John  Floyd,  in  Limestone  County, 
State  of  Alabama.  They  told  me  to  go  home  and  tell  my  father,  old  Gns,  if  he  did  not 
leave  they  would  return  and  kill  all  and  burn  up  the  whole  plantation ;  that  they 
would  kill  all  of  Gus's  family  if  they  were  there  two  weeks  longer. 

bis 
WILLIAM  -f-  BLAIE. 
mai'k. 
Witnesses: 

Justin  Ronayne. 
John  H.  Wagbb. 

Sworn  and  saheoribed  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  October,  1869^  and  I  hereby 
ioertify  that  the  foregoing  was  carefully  read  to  the  affiant  before  he  signed  his  name 
by  making  his  mark. 

JAS.  H.  BONE, 

Clerk  CircuU  Cemrt 

Office  of  the  Clerk  op  the  Circuit  Court, 

HuntsHllef  Alabama^  November  5, 1869. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  original 
alfidavlt  made  in^this  office  October  27,  IdS. 

JAS.  H.  BONE,  Cleric 
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Index  ofdvil  documents  for  1870. 

CLASSIFICATION. 

doss  first — Beports  by  officers,  with  appended  dociments. 

Cliiss  teoond.— Application  for  military  aid,  affidavits,  statements,  &c.,  firom  civiliaoA. 

Class  first. — Reports  by  officers,  teiih  appended  dootwients. 


No.      Date. 


1870. 
Jan.   n 


Jan.  90 

Mar.  3 
Mar.  5 
Mar.  30 

April  13 


April  31 
Jane  29 
July  12 

July  SO 

July  31 

Aug.  18 


"Writer. 


Aug.  15 
Aug.  20 


Aug.  90 
Oct  24 
Oct.    30 


S.  W.  Crawford,  colo- 
nel Second  la  fan  try, 
brevet  m^jor  general. 


.do. 


Lieut  P. H. Flood.. 

Lieut.  Cbarlea  Harkins 

S.  W.  Crawford,  colo- 
nel  Seoond  Infantry, 

Lieut.  Charles  Harkins 


Purport. 


19  I  Nov.  20 


do 

Capt  McLooghlin . 
Lieut.  Gkdiagner . . . 

Capt  McLougbiin . 

do 


.do. 


do 

do 

Lieut.  Bateman. 


Capt  McLougbiin  . 
Lieut  Bateman  — 
do 


Capt.  McLottgfalin . 


Letter  to  assistant  adjutant  general,  Department  of  the  Sooth. 

forwarding  documents  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  regarding  dlstorb- 

ancea  in  Blount  County.  

Appended  letters  from  A.  a  Xakia,  A.  JL  Watson,  "WlUlan 

Shepard,  and  F.  W.  White. 
Letter  to  assistant  adjutant  general.  Department  of  the  SooUi, 

in  regard  to  civil  affaii-s. 
Appended  letter  of  J.  W.  Haralson  in  regard  to  dvil  aflhira  m 

Blount  County,  requostiug  troops,  &o. 
Boports  result  of  investigation  of  disturbance  at  Sterenaoa, 

Alabama. 
Reports  result  of  investigation  of  disturbance  at  SomervUle, 

Alabama. 
Eeports  regarding  state  of  afCiirs  at  JaeksonTiUe,  CaWnw 

County. 

Reports  result  of  investigation  into  the  murder  of  Samuel  Boyd, 

late  solicitor  of  Green  County,  Alabama. 
Appended  statements  of  Sheriff  Cole,  A.  A.  Smith,  ciroait  derk 

S.  K  Bown,  county  assessor,  copy  of  testimony  before  and 

proceedings  of  corfmer's  inquest. 
Hex>orting  cause  of  disturbance  at  Entaw,  Alabama. 
Report  regarding  distarbances  at  Stevenson.  Alabama. 
Report  regarding  disturbances  at  Asbville,  Alabama. 
Appondeuaffidavlt  of  Charles  A.  Eitchoy. 
Reports  regarding  outrage  on  J.  McMannan. 
Reports  that  his  camp  has  been  fired  on. 
Civil  law  a  dead  letter,  ex-union  soldier  living  in  his  eamp  fat 

protection. 
Appended  affidavit  of  Colomay  Smith. 
Reports  regarding  state  of  a£fkirs  at  Ashville,  i^laliama. 
Appended  letter  from  Judge  DeBerrv  reqnostins  that  the  town 

be  placed  under  martial  law.    Aindavit  of  William  Starkej 

concerning  Ku-Klnx  outi'ages. 
Reports  regardin*:  state  of  aflbirs  in  Saint  Clair  County. 
Reports  the  shooting  of  Mr.  Springfield. 
Reports  re{»rdine  fight  between  negroes  and  dlsgolaed  mem  at 

Conitlanu,  Alabama. 
Appended  statement  of  Mr.  Baker ;  loint  statement  of  Messn. 

Foster,  H.  Baker,  Mr.  Phalen,  and  Mr.  Simmons.    Diagram 
.    of  scene  of  action. 

Reports  regarding  the  murder  of  Mr.  Harrison. 
Reports  regarding  disturbances  in  Fayette  County,  Alabama 
Reports  action  in  assisting  civil  officers. 
Appended  affidavit  of  HT  M.  Treadaway,  sherifiT  of  Fayette 

Countv,  Alabama. 
Reports'the  shooting  of  Jessie  Ingiam. 
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Class  si^CO^D.—ApplicatUmfor  nUliiary  aid,  affidavits,  statements,  ja,,  from  ciUzens. 


Ka 


Date. 


Writer. 


Purport. 


1870. 
Jan.     8 
Jan.   15 
Tob.  96 

Feb.   26 

Feb.  28 
Feb.   28 

Mar.  31 
June  24 

July  10 
July  13 
July  12 
Julv  14 
July  19 

Sept.  2 
Oct.  15 
Oct    15 


Judge  Haralson 

Anonymous 

S.  Lawler  and  R.  Bar- 
ber. 
Anonymous 

Frank  Bell 

James  Bell  and  Joshua 

HarrisL 
H.  6.  Thomas,  sheriff. . 
C.  Hayes,  member  of 
Conicress. 

Judge  DeBerry 

E.G.  Barney 

W.  8.MoElwain 

J.  McManuan 

A.  D.  Bailey,    C.  I. 
Sharp,  £.  L.  Hesterby. 

S.  Crawford 

Lucioda  Ford 

D.L.Dalton 


Applies  for  troops  for  DeKalb  County,  Alabama. 

Bejnirding  Ku-Klux  outrages  at  Summit,  Alabama.    [Omitted.J 

Amdavit  regarding  disguised  men.  ^ 

Begardin^  Ku-KInx  outrages,  requesting  a  guard,  or  arms  and 

ammunition.    |  Omitted.] 
Affidavit  i-egarding  Ku-£luz  outrages. 
Do. 

Reporta  that  he  must  resifpi  or  susxx^nd  business. 
Letters  regarding  murders,  Ac.,  in  Sumter,  Greene,  and  Tusca- 
loosa Counties,  Alabama.  * 
Bequesting  troops  for  Saint  Clair  County,  Alal>ama. 
Requesting  at  least  100  troops  for  Patono,  Alabama. 
Requesting  troops  for  Patona,  Alabama. 
Affidavit  regardmi^  outrage  on  him. 
Statement  concerning  disturbance  at  Crosse  Plains,  Alabama. 

Requesting  garrison  for  Stevenson,  Alabama. 
Amdavit  concerning  Ko-Klnx  outrage.     . 
Forwarding  letter  of  W.  B.  Bowon. 

Appended  letier  of  W.  B.  Bo  wen  concerning  firing  upon  colored 
congregations. 


[No.  1.— Class  first,  1870.] 

Headquarters,  Huntsville,  Alabama, 

January  12, 1870. 
Colonel:  Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  documents  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  report- 
ing disturbances  in  Blount  County,  Alabama,  and  the  urgent  request  of  the  citizens 
for  protection.    • 

I  have  long  been  of  the  opinion  that  a  detachment  of  troops  should  he  stationed  in 
Blount  County,  and  would  have  sent  them  there  under  the  general  instructions  which 
^ve  heretofore  guided  my  action,  but  there  is  no  disposable  force  whatever  at  this 
post  at  present,  and  I  am  unable  to  send  any  detachment  to  Blonnt  County. 

I  would  respectfully  draw  the  attention  of  the  commanding  general  to  the  commu- 
nication  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lakin,  a  Methodist  clergyman,  whose  opportunities  for  obser- 
vation have  been,  and  are,  better  that  those  of  any  other  single  observer. 

This  section  has  been  until  now  entirely  quiet,  but  disturbances  are  beginning 
again  at  various  points,  and  I  have  no  force  to  scud  in  aid  of  the  civil  authorities. 

I  would  recommend  that  a  detachment  of  twenty-five  men  and  two  ofiScers  bo  sent 
to  Blonnt  Springs  to  protect  the  loyal  and  law-abiding  citizens  of  that  section. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Brevet  Major  General,  Commanding, 
Colonel  Joe.  H.  Tayix)r, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Mr.  White  is  pastor  of  Village  Spring  circuit,  and  superintendent  of  public  instruo- 
tion  for  Blonnt  County. 

Mr.  Watson  is  presiding  elder  of  Ely  ton  district  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 


Huntsville,  Alabama,  January  11, 1870. 
Dear  Sir  :  Having  recently  returned  from  a  six  weeks'  tour  in  the  counties  of  Jack- 
son, De  Kalb,  Etowah,  Blount,  Marshall,  and  Morgan,  I  take  the  liberty  to  state  that 
in  portions  of  all  these  connties  disguised  and  armed  men  are  constantly  raiding,  rob« 
bing,  whipping,  and  in  Blount  County  assassinating  Union  men.  In  Blount  there  is  a 
perfect  reign  of  terror ;  Union  men  are  hunted,  waylaid,  warned  to  leave  the  county, 
Boveral  of  whom  are  now  refugees  from  home  and  family  ;  others  are  "  lying  out."  All 
are  armed  and  rea<ly  for  defeuse,  and  but  few  dai-e  leave  their  houses  at  nignt ;  the 
bark  of  a  dog,  the  sound  of  foot-fall,  is  an  occasion  of  alarm.  I  have  private  letters 
from  men  of  standing,  also  personally  trom  the  solid  men  of  the  county,  urging  me 
to  use  my  iuflucDco  with  the  commandant  of  the  post  (youraelf)  to  send  tiX)op8  *'" 
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Blonnt  Coanty  at  ODce.  The  people  have  appealed  to  the  civil  antiiorities  in  vain. 
The  probate  judge,  Wesley  More,  and  his  fother-in-law,  Oscar  Murphy,  sheriff,  and 
other  officials,  are  all  in  sympathy  with  the  Ku-Rlux  Klan,  if  not  of  them.  They  now 
appeal  to  the  military  as  a  last  resort,  and  only  hope  for  protection.  If  thia  appeal  is 
nn heeded  tbey  will  be  driven  to  take  the  law  in  their  own  hands. 

From  personal  observation,  and  men  of  the  first  standing  in  the  county,  I  ani  decided 
in  the  opinion  that  troops  ought  to  be  sent  at  once  to  Blount  County,  and  prevent 
iesolation  and  further  bloodshed. 

I  a^snre«yon,  general,  this  appeal  is  a  most  painful  task,  but  I  feel  that  I  would  ba 
mlpable  in  the  eyes  of  all  good  and  honest  men,  knowing  these  facts  and  keep  silence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  most  sincerely, 

A.  S.  LAKES'. 
General  S.  W.  Crawford, 

HuntamlUf  Alabama. 

^  true  copy  of  the  originaL  

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Brevet  Mt^  General,  V.  S,  A.,  Colonel  i^econd  Infantry,  Commamdin^, 

A  true  copy : 

JAS.M.INGALL8, 
Unt  Lieutenant^  Second  Infantry,  Poet  A^utaM. 


B. 
Blount  County,  Alabama,  December  26, 1869. 
Dear  Brother  :  I  understand  that  yon  have  $100  in  your  hands  of  mlssionaij 
money.  The  appropriation  made  to  the  Village  Springs  circuit  is  not  enough  to  support 
him,  owing  to  the  rent  made  in  the  w\)rk.  I  wish  yon  to  write  to  Bishop  Simpaoor 
reqnesting  him  to  grant  to  Brother  White  JlOO  more  for  his  support.  Please  to  attend 
to  this,  if  you  please,  as  eoou  as  possible. 

A.  B.  WATSON. 
Mr.  A.  S.  Lakin. 

Mr.  A.  8.  Larkin  :  Please  assist  Brother  White  in  getting  the  requisition  of  some 
troops  for  Blount  County  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  county.  There  are  a  great  many- 
threats  circulating  through  the  county,  and  we  must  have  help  if  we  can  get  it.  Please 
attend  to  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

A.  B.  WATSON,  Presiding  Elder. 

P.  S.—Answer  in  haste.    I  need  your  help.  

T.  W.  WHITE. 
A  true  copy  of  the  original  forwarded  on  the  13th  instant. 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Brevet  Major  General,  U,  S.  A,,  Colonel  Second  Infantry,  Commanding. 

A  true  copy : 

JAS.  M.  INGAIXS, 
Firet  Lieutenant,  Second  Infantry,  Poet  Adjutant. 


C. 

Hunts viLLE,  Alabama,  January  1, 1870. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  been  here  nearly  two  weeks,  and  I  cannot  leave  until  I  see  yoa. 
The  loyal  men  of  Blount  County  are  becoming  discouraged.  If  any  people  have  sub- 
mitted to  wrongs  and  injuries,  they  have.  I  appear  here  as  the  representative  of  suf- 
fering and  oppressed  people  seeking  relief  and  assistance  at  your  hands ;  and  extreme 
and  extraordinary  necessity  compels  me  to  urge  a  speedy  conference  with  you.  As  all 
of  it  will  necessarily  have  to  be  gone  over  again,  I  will  not  trouble  with  the  details. 
I  can  generally  be  found  at  the  office  of  Judge  Douglass.  A  speedy  compliance  will 
confer  a  very  great  favor  on  others  as  well  as  myself. 
Most  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  5HEPARD. 
General  Crawford,  Comnumding  at  Huntsville, 

A  true  copy  of  the  original  forwarded  to  headquarters  of  the  department  on  the  15tfe 
January. 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Brevet  M<\jor  GenenL 
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D. 

Balm,  Alabama,  January  11, 1870. 
Brother  Lakin  :  I  was  cominp^  to  see  yon,  but  the  "weather  is  so  bad  I  caDDofc  come. 
Please  go  to  the  land-office  and  find  if  the  sontheast  quarter  of  southwest  quarter  of 
section  18,  of  township  14.  of  range  1  west,  has  been  entered,  and  if  it  has  been,  by 
"whom,  as  we  have  a  church-house  on  it.  The  Church  South  is  tryiug  to  get  the  house 
by  entering  us  out.  The  house  has  been  there  for  years,  and  the  party  that  left  us  is 
doing  the  work  of  the  smutty  devil.  I  was  coming  to  get  troops  for  this  county.  My 
lift  is  in  danger.  The  Eu-Kluz  came  near  getting  me  last  week.  I  go  when  I  please. 
Excuse  my  hand ;  it's  cold. 

F.  W.  WHITE. 

A  true  copy  of  the  original  forwarded  to  department  headquarters  on  the  13th  in- 
stant. 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Brev^  Major  General,  U.  S^A,,  Colonel  Second  Infantry ,  Comnuinding. 

A  true  copy: 

JAS.  M.  INGALLS, 
First  lAeutenant,  Second  Infantry^  Post  Adjutant 


[No.  3.— Class  first,  1870.J 

Montgomery,  Alabama,  January  20, 1870. 
Colonel  :  Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  communication  from  Judge  W. 
J.  Haralson,  of  the  fifth  judicial  district  of  this  State,  in  reference  to  Blount  County. 

After  a  conversation  with  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  State  to-day.  he  re- 
quested me  to  state  to  the  commanding  general  of  the  department  that  he  would  offer 
no  obstacle  to  the  removal  of  the  troops  from  Tuscaloosa,  and  that  he  would  be  glad,  if 
consistent  with  the  view  of  the  department  commander,  should  they  be  sent  to  Blounts- 
ville,  Blount  County.  The  distance  by  road  is  about  ninety  miles,  and  1  am  informed 
it  is  a  fair  road. 

The  governor  thinks  that  a  force  in  Blount  County  would  be  suflflciently  near  Tusca- 
loosa to  exercise  a  restraining  influence.  He,  however,  is  determined,  upon  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  disturbances  and  the  violation  of  law  which  prevailed  last  year  in  that  sec- 
tion, to  have  recourse  to  the  militia  of  the  State. 

A  force  at  Blountsville  would  have  to  be  supplied  by  way  of  GuntersviUe,  Tennessee 
Biver. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Colonel  Second  Infantry ,  Brevet  Major  General,  U,  S,  A, 
Colonel  Jos.  H.  Taylor, 

AsHstaiU  Adjutant  General,  Department  of  the  South. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant,  Second  Infantry ,  Post  Adjutant, 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  January  20, 187^. 

Dear  Sir:  Upon  information  which  I  derived  from  Blount  County,  in  this  State,  and 
-which  I  deem  entirely  reliable^  I  am  constrained,  under  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  country, 
to  call  on  you  to  assist  the  civil  officers  by  an  adequate  force  to  execute  the  law  in  that 
locality. 

I  am  informed  by  the  Hon.  George  White,  a  member  of  the  legislature  firom  that 
county,  that  he  is  in  apprehension  of  danger  to  himself  personally  if  he  ventures  to 
retnm  to  his  home  in  that  county.  He  did  not  return  during  the  recess  of  the  legisla- 
ture. I  am  also  informed  by  Mr.  White,  the  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  in 
tbat  county,  that  he  could  establish  one  or  more  schools  for  the  benefit  of  the  chil- 
dren of  fre^lmen,  but  he  is  afraid  to  do  so  himself,  and  the  same  considerations  of  fear 
-^ould  prevent  him  from  procuring  teachers. 

I  have  implicit  confidence  in  the  statement  of  Mr.  White ;  lie  is  a  minister  of  the  Gos- 
pel in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  veracity  and  integrity.  I  am  also  informed 
by  letters  from  other  gentlemen  that  there  have  been  some  three  or  four  men  killed 
tber6  within  the  last  three  or  four  months,  under  circumstances  of  great  aggravation* 
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These,  sir,  with  the  other  facts  which  might  be  added,  are  the  reasons  why  I  iDToke 
the  interposition  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  and  I  hope  that  it  may  be  conso- 
naut  with  yoar  views  to  afford  the  reqaired  assistance. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  HARALSON, 
Judge  of  the  Circint  Courts  Fifth  Cireuit  in  ike  Sta^. 
General  S.  W.  Cbawford, 

Commanding,  HuntsviTlef  Alalama, 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
Fint  Lieutenani  Second  Infanirg,  Poet  A^uU$U, 


[No.  3.— Claas  flrat,  1870.] 

Headquarters  Post  of  Hutttsville, 

HunUvilk,  Alabama,  March  3,  iS70. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  verbal  orders  from  the  i>o8t  commander  of  date  March  I,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  Stephenson,  Alabama,  for  the  purpose  of  iuvcsti^atiu;;  the  trouble  in  that 
neighborhood. 

I  found  on  my  arrival,  by  conferring  with  thej^ayor  of  the  town,  the  probate  judge,  the 
sheriff,  the  mai'shal,  and  reliable  citizens,  that  the  animus  which  culminated  iu  the  late 
disturbance,  and  is  said  to  be  the  chief  cause  of  the  difficulties  iu  tliat  viciuity,  arose  fn»m 
the  fact  of  a  negro  man  liviu^iu  marital  relation  with  a  woman  thought  to  l>e  of  the  white 
race.  But  my  own  opinion  is  this  is  only  a  pretext  for  maltreating  the  coloi'ed  people 
against  whom  a  disguised  party  of  men,  known  and  commonly  called  Ku-Elux  Elan,  ap- 
pear to  have  a  special  animosity,  and  the  determinutian  of  driving  them  away.  Iu  cou- 
sequence  of  the  feeling  against  this  negro  man,  whose  name  Is  Prior,  a  mob  of  these  dis- 
guised men  proceeded  from  the  town  to  the  negro  settlement,  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  distant,  on  last  Friday  night,  the  25th  of  February,  fired  into  the  si^ttlemeut.  afid 
wounded  one  colored  man.  The  next  day,  Saturday,  the  settleuient  was  again  visited 
by  these  men,  and  the  arms  of  the  negroes  were  taken  away.  It  is  supposed  that  in 
retaliation  for  this  outrage  a  party  of  colored  men  fired  into  the  houses  ofMessre.  Buiin 
and  MacMahon,  two  merchants  of  the  town,  on  the  following  Sunday  night,  thoug;h 
neither  were  iujurecl.  On  last  Monday,  the  1st  of  March,  a  warrant  was  issued  by  the 
proper  civil  officer^  and  three  colored  men,  Prior,  Jackson^  and  Daniels,  were  arrested 
on  suspicion  of  being  guilty  of  this  last  act,  and  confined  in  a  log  stockade  adjacent  to 
the  town. 

The  same  evening  the  marshal  summoned  every  available  citizen  of  the  town  to 
guard  the  prisoners,  and  protect  them  from  an  anticipated  forcible  liberation  and  vio- 
lence by  this  disguised  band  of  men  before  referred  to.  About  9  p.  m.  that  night  these 
men  did  appear,  and  in  number  estimated  between  thirty  and  fitty,  and,  notwithstand- 
ing the  remonstrances  of  those  on  guard,  liberated  the  prisoners,  though  in  doing  so 
the  principal  object  of  their  vengeance  (Prior)  made  good  his  escape.  The  two  i«- 
maining  prisoneitj  were  turned  over  a  short  time  thereaft^T  to  the  guard  of  soldiers 
sent  up  from  Iluntsville  by  the  post  commander  on  Monday  night,  and  tliia  guard  hatl 
the  men  iu  custody  on  my  an-ival  the  following  day,  at  4.15  p.  m. 

I  detained  the  guard  for  the  purpose  of  giving  protection  to  the  prisoners,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  civil  authorities,  and  then  used  my  best  efibrts  to  hasten  an  immc^ate 
trial  or  examination,  which  was  effected,  and  the  prisoners  released  on  Wednesday 
morning  for  the  want  of  evidence  to  convict  them.  It  seems  to  ho  the  opinion  of  the 
town  civil  officers  that  as  soon  as  Prior,  the  colorwl  man,  leaves  the  settlement  all  un- 
due excitement  will  subside.  If  this  were  all  that  is  needed,  quiet  might  soon  be  re- 
stored, for  the  colore<l  people  have  received  such  a  shock  by  the  outrage  committed 
thsi  all  are  resolved  to  remaiu  no  longer  where  they  arc  so  cruelly  i)ersecuted. 

On  my  departure  many  of  them  were  selling  their  little  effects  preparatory  to  remov- 
ing elsewhere,  one  of  the  female  teachers,  together  with  several  families,  leaving  on  the 
same  train  with  myself  for  Huntsville. 

I  wish  to  add  that  the  sheriff  states  that  he  was  in  no  manner  apprised  of  the  dis- 
turbance, and  seems  to  be  quite  confident  of  his  own  ability  and  power  to  act  when- 
ever called  upon  so  to  do. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  H.  FLOOD, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Jnfantrg,  U,  S.  A. 

First  Lieutenant  James  M.  Ingalls^ 

Fost  A^utant, 

A  true  copy : 

Digitize^j^^ES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry^  Post  A^tanL 
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[No.  4.-<aaM  flnt,  1870.] 

HuiiTsviiXB,  Alabama,  March  b,  1870. 
Sir  :  I  bare  the  honor  to  state  that,  in  compliance  with  paragragh  2,  Special  Order 
No.  4$,  headquarters  post  of  Hantsville,  Hantsville,  Alabama,  April  2, 1870,  and  addi- 
tional verbal  instraotions  from  the  brevet  major  general  commanding,  I  proceeded  to 
Somerville,  Morgan  County,  Alabama,  where  I  arrived  at  12  o'clock  on  the  3d  in- 
stant, and,  in  compliance  with  my  Instructions,  immediately  commenced  to  investigate 
the  disturbance  which  has  for  some  time  agitated  that  county.  I  found  most  of  the 
citizens  eith^  so  pr^udiced  in  their  views  or  intimidated  by  fear  of  consequences  that 
bat  little  reliable  Information  could  be  elicited  from  them.  From  a  few,  whom  I  be- 
lieve gave  me  an  account  of  the  true  state  of  affairs,  I  base  this  report. 

The  difficulty  originated  about  eighteen  months  ago,  in  a  personal  quarrel  between 
Jndj^e  Charlton  and  a  Mr.  Bagland,  both  of  whom  have  been  killed  by  unknown 
parties  since  then.  Family,  political,  and  personal  quarrels  have  been  so  blended  and 
mixed  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  ascertain  where  the  one  commences  and  the  others 
end.  These,  and  other  conflicting  interests,  have  kept  the  spirit  of  discord  and  ani- 
mosity alive,  and  have  engendered  such  deadly  fends  to  such  an  extent  that  at  the 
present  time  law  and  order  are  set  at  defiance.  The  civil  officers  are  paralyzed  with 
fear,  and  make  no  effort  to  discharge  their  duties.  Public  sentiment  is  suppressed, 
men  are  afraid  to  denounce  or  expose  criminals,  lest  for  doing  so  thoy  would  incur 
the  displeasure  of  the  malefactors,  and  ^hereby  jeopardize  tl^ir  lives.  As  proof  of 
this  the  following  named  citizens  have  been  murdered  in  the  county  since  the  first  of 
Januaiy  last :  James  Simmons,  Elijah  McClenehau,  Jefferson  Knight,  William  Clem- 
mens,  Judge  Charlton,  and  Alexander  Tarer.  The  murderers  of  Clemmons  and  Sim- 
mons were  brought  to  trial,  and  acquitted  on  the  plea  of  committing  the  acts  in  self- 
defense.  I  have  been  credibly  informed  that  the  laots  in  these  cases  did  not  justify 
sQch  decisions:  that  the  juries  were  packed,  and  that  their  trials  were  mere  mocke- 
ries of  law  and  justice.  r(o  effort  has  been  made  to  discover  and  bring  to  justice  the 
murderers  of  the  other  men  mentioned,  although  for  cold-blooded,  premeditated  assas- 
sinations they  stand  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  crime.  The  facts  connected  with 
the  murder  of  Judge  Charlton  prove  it  to  be  the  work  of  a  strong,  well-organized, 
secret  society,  andnot  the  acts  of  a  few  individuals,  as  supposed  by  some  of  the  citi- 
zens. 

About  a  week  before  my  arrival  at  Somerville  there  were  two  opposing  armed 
bands  in  the  county,  one  under  the  command  of  Ponder  and  Robinson,  the  other  under 
the  leadership  of  Robert  Gamer;  the  former  consisting  of  about  sixty  men,  and  the 
latter  about  eight.  Gamer,  with  his  men,  is  reported  to  have  left  the  county.  Ponder 
and  Robinson,  with  their  men,  are  still  under  arms,  and  are  scouting  through  the 
county  in  small  bands ;  a  squad  of  them,  consisting  of  about  fifteen  men,  were  in 
Somerville  on  Saturday,  the  2d  instant,  and  are  reported  as  having  made  threats 
against  the  citizens  of  the  county.  The  majority  of  the  citizens  of  Somerville  with 
whom  I  conversed  on  the  subject  sympathize  with  Robinson  and  his  party,  and  exult 
in  the  death  of  Judge  Charlton. 

The  civil  officers  of  the  county  have,  in  my  opinion,  failed  to  discharge  their  duties, 
the  result  of  Which  is  that  at  the  present  time  their  lunctions  are  ignored  and  their 
aathority  set  at  defiance. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectihlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  HARKINS, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  United  States  Infantry, 

Lieutenant  P.  H.  Flood, 

Post  Adjutant^  Huntsville,  Alabama, 


Headquabterb  Second  Infantry. 

HuntsvUUj  Alabama,  March  30, 1870. 
Coix>kel:  On  Wednesday  last  I  proceeded  to  Jacksonville,  Calhoun  County,  in 
order  to  inquire  into  the  disturbances  in  that  section.  At  Chattanooga  I  was  joined 
by  the  governor  of  the  State,  whom  I  accompanied  to  Jacksonville.  I  found  the  k>11ow- 
iD^  condition  of  things :  About  two  weeks  ago  a  party  of  disguised  men,  numbering 
Biteea  or  twenty,  aU  mounted,  made  their  appearance  near  Jacksonville.  They 
T-isited  the  houses  of  a  Mr.  Reed,  a  Mr.  Jason  Scott,  and  also  the  house  of  his  father. 
Tboy  visited  also  some  negro  cabins.  At  the  houses  of  Mr.  Reed  and  Mr.  Scott  the 
men  were  summoned  and  ordered  to  dance,  and  were  made  to  answer  trifling  questions. 
At  the  house  of  Mr.  Jason  Scott  a  negro  was  demanded.  He  attempted  to  escape, 
wben  they  shot  at  him,  wounding  him  twice  in  the  leg.  Another  negro,  at  whose 
iii^use  they  stopped,  escaped  without  ii^ury.  It  was  impossible  to  trace  the  perpetra- 
tors of  these  outrages.    I  had  an  interview  with  the  principal  persons  in  the  town 
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in  company  with  the  governor,  and  although  all  united  in  condemnation  of  ancli  pra 
ceedings,  there  had  been  no  effort  to  make  any  arrests  whatever. 

As  is  the  case  in  many  connties,  the  sherifif  is  inefficient,  and  a  very  general  eom 
plaint  is  made  in  regard  to  the  neglect  of  the  civil  officers  to  execute  the  law. 

The  counties  of  Calhoun,  St.  Clair,  and  Etowah  were  strongly  rebellious  in  eentiiiiea 
during  the  war.  Hostility  to  the  Government  in  sentiment  and  feeling  still  ezisti 
although  no  overt  act  is  committed,  as  it  is  recognized  to  be  hopeless,  and  qoie 
ordinarily  prevails.  At  present  there  is  no  regular  active  association  of  disguised  mtfi 
The  example  set  at  one  time,  however,  by  the  best  men  in  the  community  has  beci 
followed  by  a  younger  and  more  lawless  set,  who  assume  disguises  from  time  to  tim 
for  the  gratification  of  private  ends,  and  in  defiance  of  all  law.  The  governor  of  tbn 
State  is  fully  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  using  every  lawful  means  to  sopprefl 
those  constantly  recurring  instances  of  lawlessness.  I  have  urged  upon  him  tnat  tkt 
militia  of  the  State  should  be  organized.  It  is  this  force  that  is  dreaded  by  tia 
perpetrators  of  these  outrages,  and  under  the  restrictions  imposed  upon  the  troops  d 
the  United  States,  It  is  well  understood  that  their  influence  is  dependent  upon  Um 
demand  of  the  civil  officers,  and  is  almost  wholly  negative. 

While  I  was  at  Jacksonville  a  party  of  young  men,  in  open  day,  came  to  the  lio«A 
and  warned  a  gentleman  named  Luke,  one  of  the  employes  upon  the  Selma,  Borne  aoi 
Dalton  Railroad,  and  who  was  in  Jacksonville  to  hire  laborers  for  the  Selma  and  Gulf 
Railroad,  that  he  must  leave  the  town  and  section,  because  he  had  taught  a  .  negiA 
Sunday-school  at  Patona.  The  }lrompt  and  unexpected  arrival  of  the  troopa  bad 
oansied  an  excitment  among  the  people.  The  old  native  population  were  hoatile  M 
their  coming,  but  the  Union  people,  and  especially  the  negroes,  were  all  encooraged 
by  their  presence. 

1  inclose  to  you  a  paragraph  from  the  Hnntsville  Advocate,  of  the  29th,  showing 
the  condition  of  things  in  Morgan  County.  The  full  details  I  will  receive  to-daj  and 
forward. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  - 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Colonel  Second  Infantry,  Brevet  Mqfor  General^  U,  5.  A. 
Colonel  Jos.  H.  Taylor, 

Astistani  Adjutant  General f  Department  of  the  Souik. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infanti-y,  Post  AdjutamL 


[No.  6.— Cla«8fir«t,  18TO.] 

EuTAW,  Alabama,  April  13,  1870. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  in  compliance  with  Special  Order  No.  49,  head- 
quarters, post  of  Hnntsville,  Hnntsville,  Alabama,  April  H,  1870,  and  additional  iDstmc- 
tions  from  the  brevet  major  general  commanding,  of  the  same  date,  I  proceeded  to 
Eutaw,  Alabama,  but  owing  to  necessary  delays  did  not  reach  there  until  the  evemn^ 
of  the  I2th  instant,  where  on  my  arrival  I  immediately  proceeded  to  investigate  the 
circumstances  connected  with  the  murdet  of  Samuel  Boyd,  late  solicitor  of  Greeae 
County,  Alabama,  and  the  condition  of  civil  afiairs  in  this  section,  and  find  them  to  he 
as  foUowTs : 

Mr.  Boyd  was  murdered  in  a  room  at  the  hotel  in  this  town,  about  11  o'clock  p.  m., 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1871,  b^  a  band  of  abont  thirty  armed  and  masked  men,  said 
to  belong  to  a  secret  political  society  known  as  the  Kn-Klux  organization.  They  were 
seen  entering  the  hot«il  and  committing  the  deed  by  several  of  the  citizens  and  the 
sheriff  of  the  county,  and  no  attempt  m£^o  to  arrest  or  prevent  them  from  carrying 
their  atrocious  design  into  execution.  Civil  affairs  are  in  a  very  disturbexi  and  agitated 
condition ;  seven  murders  have  been  committed  in  this  county  within  the  past  three 
months,  and  but  little  effort  made  to  arrest  and  bring  to  justice  the  perpetrators  of 
these  crimes ;  the  civil  officers  seem  to  be  powerless  to  restore  and  maintain  law  and 
order.  For  further  and  more  complete  information  on  these  subjects,  I  would  respect- 
ftilly  invite  your  attention  to  the  papers  hereto  appended,  which  I  believe  to  be  true  in 
every  particular.  They  give  a  correct  account  or  the  murder  of  Mr.  Boyd,  and  partly 
represent  the  feelings  of  the  people  and  the  state  of  affairs  in  this  section.  These  papers 
are  classified  and  marked  as  follows : 

Statement  of  the  sheriff,  Mr.  Cole,  marked  A. 

Statement  of  A.  A.  Smith,  circuit  clerk,  marked  B. 

Statement  of  Samuel  B.  Brown,  tax  assessor  of  the  county,  marked  C. 

A  true  copy  of  the  testimony  and  proceedings  of  the  coroner's  inquest,  in  the  caae  of 
Mr.  Boyd;  marked  D. 
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The  force  under  my  oommand  (ten  men)  is  not  sufficient  to  awe  and  keep  in  obeck 

he  tnrboleut  element  which  is  de^ng  law  and  murdering  at  will.    I  wonlo,  therefore, 

espNBCtfully  recommend  that  It  be  increased  to  at  least  twenty-five  or  thirty  men,  and 

tationed  here  until  after  the  election  for  county  and  State,  which  takes  place  next  fall 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  HARKINS, 
First  LieuteHani  Second  Infantry. 
Post  Adjutant,  HuntmUe,  Alabama, 


A. 

EuTAW,  Jpril  12, 1870. 
On  the  night  of  the  3l8tof  March  ultimo,  a  body  of  armed  and  disguised  men  rode 
Into  this  place,  and  some  twelve  or  fifteen  dismounted  just  below  the  hotel,  and  pro- 
ceeded at  once  to  the  hotel ;  took  possession  of  the  office,  placing  guards  at  the  door; 
uidftt>m  thence  they  went  to  the  room  of  Alex.  Boyd,  forcing  the  clerk  to  conduct  them 
ffiere,  and,  bursting  open  the  door,  a  scuffle  ensued,  wheu  Mr.  Boyd  was  shot  at  the  door; 
le  was  then  shot  several  times  in  the  hall  leading  to  the  room.  They  at  once  left, 
poiinted,  and  rode  around  the  public  square ;  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  iu  that  body ; 
hiere  were  others  in  difieront  parts  of  the  town ;  they  left  town  by  different  roads ;  so 
thear. 

I  was  notified  at  once  of  the  killing  of  Mr.  Boyd  by  Mr.  Clearland,  proprietor  of  the 
hotel ;  I  went  theTe  at  once,  and  summoned  a  jury  to  hold  an  inquisition  over  his  body; 
went  in  person  for  Mayor  Roberts  to  act  as  coroner;  Dr.  Meriwether  as  the  examining 
snr^eon.  The  people  were  all  much  excited  and  horrified  at  the  murder,  and  it  being 
at  the  dead  hour  of  night,  and  the  Ku-Klux  Ix^ing  before  thought  only  a  myth,  it  was 
impossible  to  do  anything,  they  being  in  such  force  that  it  would  have  taken  u  large 
body  of  well-armed  men  to  have  done  anything  with  them.  The  deed,  so  far  as  I  have 
heard,  is  condemned  by  all ;  the  feeling  not  being  bitter  against  any  parties  on  account 
of  political  opinion.  It  is  thought  the  reason  Mr.  Boyd  was  sought  for,  was  on  account 
of  his  having  had  a  great  deal  to  say  about  the  killiug  of  a  negro  at  Union  some  time 
ago.  Our  town  and  county  is  quiet  and  peaceable  now. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  H.  COLE, 
Sheriff  Greene  County, 
Captain  Hawkins, 

United  States  Army, 


State  op  Alabama,  Greene  County : 

Office  Clerk  op  the  CiRCurr  Court. 
I,  A.  A.  Smith,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  said  county,  and  also  county  superintend- 
ent of  education,  deem  it  my  dutjr  to  present  to  whom  it  may  concern  a  brief  statement 
of  afiairs  as  they  now  exist  in  this  county  as  regards  the  murder  of  Alexander  Boyd, 
oar  county  solicitor  and  register  in  chancery,  on  the  night  of  the  Slst  of  March,  1870. 
The  inquest  held  over  the  body  reveals  the  whole  matter ;  there  are  many  things  con* 
nected  with  the  murder  which  as  yet  are  hid.  The  sherifl'  of  the  ccyunty  saw  the  par- 
ties in  disguise  ride  around  the  public  square  after  the  murder  was  committed,  and  did 
not  make  any  attempt  to  arrest  them,  I  suppose,  from  fear  or  some  other  cause.  The 
people  of  this  county,  or  a  large  number  of  them,  bid  defiance  to  law,  and  I  am  free  to 
say  that  the  laws  cannot  bo  executed  here  under  the  existing  state  of  aifairs.  The 
people  say  openly  that  there  shall  not  be  a  court  held  at  this  place  this  spring.  My 
brother,  the  judge  of  this  circuit,  cannot  come  hero  and  hold  a  court  and  be  safe. 
Freedmen  are  almost  daily  being  killed,  school-houses  in  which  freedmen*s  schools  are 
being  taught  are  burned,  and  the  teachers  of  said  schools  are  being  driven  from  the 
county,  or  made  afraid  to  continue.  My  life  has  been  threatened,  as  the  original  note 
^hich  I  append  will  show ;  I  send  the  original  and  keep  an  exact  copy.  I  am  informed 
by  the  freedmen  that  persons  whom  we  least  suspect  were  engaged  m  making  the  plot 
to  kill  Mr.  Boyd.  The  paper  published  in  tliis  place,  and  edited  by  Joseph  W.  Taylor, 
is,  in  my  opinion,  the  main  cause  of  all  the  bloodshed  in  tliis  county.  It  advises  the 
people  to  end  the  guilty  career  of  the  radical  members  of  the  legislature  of  Alabama, 
and  also  the  radical  officials,  by  the  ballot-box  "  if  it  can,  but  the  cartridge-box  if  it 
must;''  it  calls  every  radical  officer  a  thief  and  other  pet  names,  and  all  because  they 
<^im  the  right  to  think  and  act  as  they  please  in  regard  to  the  great  political  issues 
of  the  day.  Murderers  are  running  at  large,  and  no  one  attempts  to  arrest  them.  No 
man  or  men  in  the  county  dare  say  one  word  iu  opposition  to  this  Ku-KIux  band;  no 
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one  dare  make  any  complaint  to  the  civil  aathoritiee,  for  they  well  know  that  it  i« 
utterly  imposBible  to  convict  any  one  of  that  class  in  this  county  by  any  Jur>  that  we 
can  ret.  We  are  at  their  mercy,  and  the  "  black  flag''  is  hoisted  against  all  radiettla. 
Northern  men  (unless  they  be  democrats)  are  denoun^  as  usurpers,  who  ought  to  be 
driven  from  the  county.  Let  us  have  protection  here,  or  we  must  eventually  meet  the 
same  fate  of  Mr.  Boyd.  I,  as  an  officer,  feel  that  there  has  already  been  enough  duiie 
in  this  county  to  justify  the  most  stringent  measures;  if  that  be  martial  law,  for  God's 
sake  let  us  have  it. 

This  is  a  brief  statement  of  affairs  as  they  exist  in  this  county,  made  to  Lieutenant 
Harkins,  at  his  request,  April  13, 1B70. 

A.  A.  SMITH. 


NOTE. 

Slip  taken  from  paper  sent  by  A,  A.  Smith. 

The  Eutaw  Whiff  denounces  the  road  act,  passed  by  the  legislature  and  approred 
by  Governor  Smith,  for  the  counties  of  Sumter,  Greene,  and  Perry.  Denunciation 
doesn't  reach  the  question.  Only  the  hanging  of  the  perpetrators  of  such  crimes  will 
bring  relief,  (Southern  Argus.)  We  are  amiid  they  are  in  no  danger  of  hanging  either 
here  or  hereafter.  Radical  indges  and  juries  would  let  them  off  this  world,  and  their 
father,  the  devil,  would  beiriend  them  as  his  dearly  beloved  sons  in  the  next.  The 
ballot-box  if  it  can,  the  cartridge-box  if  it  must,  should  end  their  guilty  career. 

Alabama,  Grrbnb  Countt,  April  2, 18T0. 

IN  C0U17CIL. 

Mr.  A.  A.  SMirn: 

Sir  :  Tour  conduct  and  conversation  generally  is  obnoxious  to  the  people  of  Ijhis 
county.  A  small  minority  of  this  assembly  propose  giving  you  fifteen  days  to  take 
your  carpet-bag  and  travel.    Take  heed. 

K.  K.  E. 


Office  op  Tax  Assessor, 

Eutaw,  AlabamOj  April  13, 1870. 
The  State  of  Alabama,  Greene  Cauntjf  : 

As  an  ofllcial  of  this  county,  and  a  resident  for  the  past  ten  years,  and  formerly  a 
rebel  soldier,  I  deem  it  my  duty,  not  only  as  a  citizen  and  official,  as  well  as  a  lanr- 
abiding  citizen,  to  present,  for  the  candid  consideration  of  all  concerned  in  the  restora- 
tion of  law  and  order,  the  state  of  affairs  really  existing  in  this  county  at  the  present 
time,  and  the  utter  inefficiency  of  the  civil  authorities,  unaided  by  the'military,  to  en- 
force the  law  and  protect  the  county  officers  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 

On  the  31st  of  March  last,  of  this  year,  a  band  of  disguis^  men,  variouHly  estimsted 
from  thirty  to  seventy-five,  entered  this  place  and  proceeded  to  the  hotel,  where  they 
entered  the  bed-room  of  Alexander  Boyd,  esq.,  the  solicitor  of  this  county,  and  bmtaUy 
murdered  him  by  completely  riddling  his  l)ody  with  pistol-shots.  The  sheriff  of  this 
county,  George  H.  Cole,  either  from  fear  or  i>olicy,  failed  to  make  any  effort  whatever  to 
effect  their  arrest. 

In  the  neighborhood  of  Union,  in  this  county,  the  following- named  persons  have 
been  assassinated  within  the  short  space  of  the  last  three  months: 

James  Martin,  (colored.)  was  shot  by  a  man  in  or  near  Union,  and  while  the  physioiaa 
was  extracting  the  shot  from  his  body,  an  unknown  party  forcibly  took  his  body,  and 
since  that  time  he  has  never  been  heard  from.  An  affidavit  was,  I  am  informed,  made 
against  an  old  colored  man  named  Sam  Colvin,  charing  him  with  having  threatened 
the  life  of  a  party  calling  himself  Kyle,  and,  while  in  custody,  the  party  making  t^e 
arrest  asserts,  the  same  Sam  Colvin  was  forcibly  taken  from  their  possession,  as  be  was 
afterward  found  dangling  from  a  tree  with  some  half-dozen  pistol-shots  through  his 
body.  Sam  Colvin,  ir.,  the  son  of  the  old  man,  and  Henry  Miller,  (colored,)  charged 
with  murder,  have  been  made  way  with — supposed  to  have  been  taken  from  jailf«r 
the  purpose  of  murdering  them.  The  body  of  Henry  Miller,  I  am  informed,  has  been 
found  and  buried.  Carr  Davis  (colored)  was  badly  wounded  by  disguised  men,  aod 
narrowly  escaped  with  his  life.  Other  instances  could  be  meutioned  in  the  county  of 
acts  of  lawlessness,  and  no  effort  on  the  part  of  our  truly  inefficient  sheriff  to  do  his 
duty  by  summoning  a  posse  to  arrest  the  law-breakers.  ^ 
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The  alarming  aspect  which  crime  has  assamed  in  this  connty,  and  the  organized 
agency,  the  Ku-Klux  Klan,  throngh  which  it  is  perpetrated,  call  for  tJie  most  rigid 
measures  to  arrest  its  progress ;  and,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  civil  law  can  only  as- 
sume its  supremacjr  by  the  timely  aid  of  the  military  op  the  intervention  of  martial 
law.    I  am  unable  in  person  to  discharge  my  duty  as  an  officer  without  protection. 

With  the  hope  that*  something  will  be  done  at  an  early  day  to  arrest  this  lawless 
band  in  its  operations,  and  bring  back  these  men  to  respect  the  law  and  the  legally 
constituted  authorities, 

I  remain,  most  respeotfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  B.  BROWN, 

Tax  Assessor,  Greene  C&uniy, 
Lieut.  Chas.  Harkins. 


TesUwwnp  tdkei^  htfore  the  jury  of  inquest 

SiATB  OF  Alabama,  Greeme  Ceuntjf : 

Mayor's  Office,  Eutaw,  April  1, 1870. 
Testimony  of  W.  A.  Lyerla,  a  witness  before  the  jury  of  inquest  on  the  death  of 
Alexander  Boyd,  sworn,  says :  About  fifteen  minutes  before  11  o'clock  on  the  night  of 
Thursday,  the  3l8t  of  March,  1870,  he  went  into  the  bar-room  or  office  of  the  hotel  of 
George  Clearelacd,  in  the  town  of  Eutaw^  and  a  short  while  afterward  there  followed 
in  the  same  room  a  party  of  men  in  disguise ;  after  standing  a  very  short  time,  one  or 
more  of  the  party  took  hold  of  J.  W.  Freeman,  the  agent  of  the  proprietor  of  said 
hotel,  and  together  with  the  whole  party,  except  two  or  three,  through  a  door  which 
opens  into  the  bed-room  adjoining  the  said  bar-room.  The  number  of  the  party  was 
about  twelve,  to  the  best  of  my  belief.  About  two  minutes  after  they  left  the  bar- 
room witness  says  he  heard  hallooing  and  shooting.  The  whole  party  were  unknown 
to  witness.  Some  of  them  he  thinks  were  white  men  from  what  he  could  see  of  th^ir 
necks.  After  the  firing  and  hallooing  above  alluded  to,  the  party  of  men  in  disguise 
came  out  through  the  bed-room  adjoining  the  bar-room,  and  through  the  bar-room, 
thence  out  into  the  street,  which  was  the  last  witness  saw  of  them.  One  of  the  psatj 
had  a  grass  rope  in  his  hand. 

W.  H.  LYERLA. 

Testimony  of  J.  W,  Freeman. 

At  the  same  time  and  place  as  stated  in  the  evidence  of  W.  H.  Lyerla,  a  party  of 
men  in  disguise  appeared,  and  one  or  more  of  them  took  hold  of  witness  and  went 
with  him,  together  with  the  balance  of  the  party,  through  the  bed- room  adjoining  the 
bar-room  of  the  hotel,  and  thence  up  the  stair-steps  leading  to  the  upper  gallery,  and 
told  him  they  wanted  a  light;  one  of  the  party  then  asked  him  which  rooms  were 
Kos.  4  and  5.  A  few  minutes  after,  while  he  was  standing  in  a  little  alley  in  the  midst 
of  the  party  of  men,  he  heard  screaming,  and  immediately  after  he  heard  shooting ; 
witness  did  not  recognize  any  of  the  members  of  the  party.  Ho  does  not  think  that 
any  of  the  party  were  citizens  of  Eutaw  or  vicinity.  Witness  was  carried  up  the  stair- 
steps by  force  and  against  his  will. 

J.  W.  FREEMAN. 

Testimony  of  5.  E.  Falconer, 

Abont  11  o'clock  in  the  night,  as  stated  by  the  witnesses  Lyerla  and  Freeman,  wit- 
ness was  standing  on  the  comer,  at  the  bar-room  of  Hickman  &  Thompson,  and  his  at- 
tention was  attracted  by  considerable  noise  in  the  second  story  of  the  hotel  of  Georse 
Cleareland.  He  heard  some  one  halloo  "  Murder,"  about  three  times,  and  immediately 
after  he  heard  shooting ;  abont  the  same  place  he  heard  hallooing.  He  then  went  across 
to  the  hotel,  and  as  he  reacheil  it,  he  saw  a  party  of  men  in  disguise  coming  out  of  the 
bar-room  of  the  hotel  and  going  down  the  street  leading  to  Springfield.  A  short  time 
afterward  there  came  back  from  the  direction  of  Springfield  a  party  of  men  on  horse- 
back, abont  twenty-five  in  number,  who  appeared  to  have  been  in  disguise ;  their 
horses  were  also  disguised.  The^r  then  rode  around  the  public  square,  and  then  left 
town  on  the  street  leading  to  Springfield. 

S.  E.  FALCONER, 

Testimony  of  Rufus  Butlcdge.  ^^^^^^^^^  ^^  GoOglc 

About  11  o'clock  on  same  night,  witness  was  standing  on  the  sidewalk  about  twenty 
yards  east  of  the  comer  of  Hickman  &  Thompson's  bar-room,  and  saw  a  party  of  six 
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men  on  horseback  standing  at  the  corner  of  the  circuit  clerk's  office  on  the  northeast 
comer  of  the  public  square ;  their  horses  ir ere  in  disguise ;  a  short  time  afterward 
there  came  down  the  street  from  the  direction  of  Cleareland's  hotel  another  party  of 
men  on  horseback,  men  and  horses  both  disguised,  who  Joined  the  party  of  six  stand- 
ing at  the  corner  of  the  clerk's  office ;  they  all  together  rode  around  the  public  S(|)iarf , 
all  disguised,  and  left  on  the  street  leading  to  Springfield ;  this  was  the  last  witness 
saw  of  the  party. 

RUFUS  RUTLEDGE. 

The  tmtimany  of  J,  B.  Head 

Corresponds  identically  with  that  of  W.  H.  Lyerla. 

Testimony  of  Dr.  John  S.  Meriwether, 

The  examining  physician  of  the  inquest  held  on  the  body  of  Alexander  Boyd,  who 
being  examined,  says :  About  half  past  12  o'clock  on  the  ni^bt  as  stated  by  the  preoed- 
'ng  witnesses,  he  was  summoned  by  the  coroner  to  examine  the  body  of  Alexander 
Boyd,  whom  he  found  dead,  lying  in  a  passage-way  in  the  second  storjr  of  Cleareland's 
hotel,  and,  upon  examination,  found  three  shots  in  the  head  and  four  in  the  abdomen, 

either  bf  which  would  have  been  sufficient  to  produce  death.  

JOHN  S.  MERIWETHER. 

State  of  Alabama,  Greene  County : 

An  inquisition  indented  at  the  residence  or  boanling-house  of  the  deceased,  Alexander 
Boyd,  in  this  county,  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1870,  before  Thomas  W.  Roberts,  maybr  of 
Entaw,  and  cx-officw  justice  of  the  peace,  in  absence  of  the  coroner  of  said  county,  upon 
the  views  of  tbo  body  of  said  Alexander  Boyd,  then  and  there  being  dead,  and  ux>on  tlic 
oaths  of  J.  P.  Clark,  James  C.  Uslick,  George  H.  Place,  James  D.  Duncan,  and  George 
H,  Dunlap,  jr.,  good  and  lawful  men  of  said  county,  who,  being  charged  and  sworn  to 
inquire  for  the  State  of  Alabama,  when,  where,  and  after  what  manner  the  said  Alex- 
ander Boyd  came  to  his  death,  upon  their  oaths  say  and  present  that  the  said  Boyd 
came  to  his  death  on  the  night  of  the  31st  of  March,  1870,  at  and  in  his  own  boarding- 
house  in  the  Eutaw  House,  by  fire-arms  of  some  kind,  in  the  hand  or  hands  of  some 
party  or  parties  to  this  jury  unknown. 

J.  P.  CLARK. 

J.  C.  USLICK. 

G.  H.  PLACE. 

J.  D.  DUNCAN. 

G.  H.  DUNLAP,  Jr. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  1st  <^  April. 

THOS.  W.  ROBERTS,  Mayor,  ^ 

State  of  Alabama,  Greene  County : 

Witnesses  before  a  jury  of  inquest  held  on  the  body  of  one  Alexander  Boyd,  de- 
ceased, do  each  agree  to  appear  at  the  next  term  of  the  circuit  court  to  give  evidence 
before  said  court  in  said  cause,  and,  failing  so  to  do,  to  pay  to  the  Stiate  of  Alabama 
one  hundred  dollars. 
Dated  this  Ist  of  April,  1870. 

RUFUS  RUTLEDGE. 
JOHN  S.  MERIWETHER. 
S.  E.  FALCONER. 

A  true  copy : 

C.  A.  DEMPSEY, 
Firet  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Acting  Regimental  Adjutant 


[No.  7.— Class  first,  1870.] 

Eutaw,  Greene  County,  Alabama, 

April  2lylS70. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  instant,  several  reports 
were  brought  to  this  town,  by  both  colored  and  white  men,  to  the  eflect  that  a  band 
of  armed  colored  men  intended  burning  this  town  that  nigbt.  The  rumor  seemed  to  be 
generally  credited  by  the  citizens,  which  caused  great  alarm  and  excitement*  Armed 
parties  of  citizens  were  immediately  formed,  under  the  direction  of  the  8befiff,»nd 
mtrols  and  pickets  sent  to  the  suburbs  of  the  town,  where  they  remained  all  mght 
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No  demonstration  was  made  by  the  colored  men,  if  they  had  any  snch  intention,  which 
I  am  inclined  to  doubt.  The  excitement  has  abated,  but  there  is  still  a  feeling  of  dis- 
trust and  anxiety  among  all  classes. 

The  real  facts  of  the  case,  and  cause  of  the  present  alarm,  I  believe  to  be  as  follows ; 
The  colored  men,  and  republicans  generally  of  this  county,  feeling  aggrieved  at  the 
many  murders  and  outrages  perpetrated  on  men  of  their  party  by  the  Ku-Klux  organi- 
zation, have  determined  to  protect  themselves  in  future,  and  banded  together  for  that 
purpose  onlv,  not  to  assume  the  offensive,  or  interfere  with  the  peacefm,  law-abiding 
portion  of  the  community. 

I  received  rations  for  my  detachment,  to  include  the  9th  of  next  month,  from  Captain 
Mills,  commanding  the  post  of  Tuscaloosa.    My  detachment  is  quartered  in  a  building 
attached  to  the  county  court-house,  and  used  as  a  grand  jury  room.    The  men  nnder 
my  command  have  deported  themselves  well,  and  are  under  good  discipline. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  HARKINS, 
lirat  Lieutenant  Second  Infantryy  Commanding  Detachment. 
Post  Adjutant, 

HmUmlle,  Alabama, 

Offloial : 

JAMES  ULIO, 
Second  lAeuienant  Second  Infantry y  Poet  Adjutant, 


(N0..8.— Cliiw  firat,  1870.] 

Headquabters  Company  G,  Second  Infantry, 

Steveneonf  Alabama j  June  29, 1870. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  Special  Order  No.  74,  headquar- 
ters post  of  Huntsville,  Alabama,  June  27,  It^O,  I  arrived  and  took  post  at  this  station 
on  the  28th  of  June,  1870. 

In  obedien<5e  to  letter  of  instructions,  dated  headquarters  post  of  Huntsville,  Ala- 
bama, of  June  27, 1870, 1  wrote  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  at  Scottsborough,  notifying 
him  of  my  arrival  here.  I  also  notified  the  mayor  of  Stevenson.  I  made  inquiry  of 
him  and  others  of  the  number  of  outrages  committed  by  disguised  men  upon  residents 
and  other  parties  at  this  place.  He  states  that  men  disguised  ride  in  here  at  least 
twice  a  week,  but  have  done  no  outra^s  except  the  following :  About  the  12th  of  May 
Dr.  Bousaleux  came  here  to  practice  his  profession.  Among  the  number  of  his 
patients  was  a  man  with  sore  eyes.  He  promised  to  pay  the  doctor  $100  if  he  cured 
him.  The  doctor  would  not  do  anything  for  him  unless  the  man  deposited  |100  in  a 
bank  at  Huntsville,  payable  to  the  order  of  the  doctor  when  the  patient  was  cured. 
The  man  having  been  restored  to  health,  and  the  doctor  having  drawn  the  money,  came 
here  again  to  practice  on  others.  Meeting  the  doctor,  he  st-ated  that  the  charge  wa^ 
too  high  for  the  work  done,  and  it  is  presumed  that  on  that  account  disguised  men 
went  to  the  hotel  and  asked  to  see  the  doctor.  They  made  several  attempts  to  go  up 
Btairs,  but  did  not  snoceed ;  they  finallv  went  away. 

About  two  weeks  ago  two  men,  disgnised,  went  to  a  house  about  two  miles  from 
town,  and  committed  rape  upon  a  young  girl.  The  parties  were  arrested  by  the  civil 
anthorities,  and  are  now  nnder  bonds  to  appear  before  the  civil  court 

About  two  weeks  since  a  half  dozeu  of  disguised  men  amused  themselves  by  snap- 
ping caps  at  the  door  of  the  hotel,  about  midnight,  because  they  would  not  be 
allowed  in. 

On  last  Saturday  night  four  men  in  disguise  presented  pistols  at  a  Mr.  Ashelly,  who 
keeps  a  refreshment  stand  on  the  platform  of  the  depot,  to  intimidate  him  to  give  them, 
without  payment,  refreshments.    No  arl*est. 

I  shall  go  to  Bridgeport  whenever  the  commanding  officer  thinks  it  necessary,  and 
sends  me  an  order  to  do  so. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  M'LOUGHLIN, 
Captain  Second  Infantry,  Brevet  Major,  U.  S,  A, 

First  Lieutenant  James  Miller, 

Second  Infantry,  Poet  Adjutant,  Huntwille,  Alabama, 


[No.  9.— Clais  fint,  1870.] 

Huntsville,  Alabama,  July  12, 1870. 
Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  t^)  report  that,  in  compliauce  with  verbal  instruc- 
tions from  the  brevet  msgor  general  commanding,  I  proceeded  on  the  8th  instant  to 

77  a 
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Ashville.  St.  Clair  County,  Alabama,  to  investigate  the  distnrbances  in  that  vicinity. 
I  arrived  at  Ashville  Station,  on  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad,  at  2  p.  m.  on  the 
9th  instant,  and  there  met  a  body  of  about  thirty  young  men  armed  with  rifles,  shot 
guns,  and  revolvers,  who  boarded  the  train  in  a  noisy  and  turbulent  manner.  I  ascer- 
tained that  they  were  just  from  the  village  of  Ashville,  en  route  to  their  homes,  a  texr 
miles  below  the  station,  and  claimed  to  be  part  tif  the  sheriff's  posse,  who  had  attacked 
the  Hon.  H.  I.  Springfield's  bouse  the  night  and  day  previous.  I  proceeded  on  foot  to 
Ashville  village,  distant  about  three  and  a  half  miles  from  the  station,  arriving  abont 
3  p.  m.  The  village  presented  a  very  desolate  aspect,  all  the  business  and  dwelling 
bouses  were  closea,  and  a  few  men  with  rifles  and  revolvers  riding  around  the  square 
were  the  only  persons  visible.  I  approached  a  group,  and  inquired  for  the  sheriff,  who 
they  informed  me  had  just  left  the  village  for  bis  home  some  three  miles  distant. 
Judge  Stanniford,  who  accompanied  me,  secured  a  horse  and  wont  after  him,  while  I 
remained  and  endeavored  to  elicit  from  the  citizens  the  origin  and  cause  of  the  diffi- 
culty. No  person,  however,  could  name  any  offense  that  Springfield  had  committed 
cognizable  of  by  law  or  warranting  the  extraordinary  course  the  sheriff  had  pursned,  but 
they  denounced  Springfield  bitterly  as  a  dangerous  man  and  a  "  scalawag."  The  &ct 
that  he  had  done  excellent  service  in  the  Union  Army  during  the  late  war  acconnted  in 
a  great  measure  for  their  hatred,  for  I  conversed  with  many  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
county  after  this  of  aJl  parties,  and  their  united  testimony  was  that  Sprin^eld  was 
one  of  their  best  citizens.  Judge  Stanniford,  accompanied  by  the  sheiift,  John  C. 
Brown,  returned  in  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  the  latter  gave  me  in  substance  the 
following  account  of  the  origin  of  the  disturbances :  Some  days  before  he  had  received 
information  that  the  Hon.  H.  I.  Springfield  had  assembled  at  his  house,  abont  a  mile 
from  Ashville,  a  number  of  armed  men,  and  fearing  Springfield  intended  disturbing 
the  peace  of  the  county,  he  had  summoned  a  posse  oomitatus  of  about  two  hnndrea 
citizens  to  arrest  Springfield  and  friends,  and  bind  them  to  keep  the  peace.  In  the 
meantime,  while  these  men  were  assembling  at  Ashville,  Sheriff  Brown  sent  a  note  to 
Springfield,  directing  him  to  disperse  the  party  at  bis  house,  and  send  all  their  arms 
to  him  at  Ashville ;  no  mention  what-ever  was  made  of  aiw  legal  process  against 
Springfield,  and  he  was  not  requested  to  report  to  the  sheri^  served  with  any  legal 
instrument,  or  any  explanation  given  of  the  armed  assemblage  at  Ashville,  except 
that  Brown  stated  that  all  the  men  assembled  in  Ashville  had  delivered  to  him, 
Brown,  their  arms,  and  he  further  stated  to  me  that  he  had  sixty-six  stand  of  arms 
locked  up  in  the  court-house.  I  was  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  he  should  disarm  his 
posse  if  they  were  assembled  for  a  legal  object  to  enforce  the  laws,  and  asked  his 
reasons  for  what  appeared  to  be  a  very  extraordinary 'proceeding :  the  only  reason  he 
could  give  was,  that  he  desired  to  avoid  bloodshed,  and  trusted  tuat  when  Springfield 
heard  of  his  action  he  would  disperse  his  friends,  and  tranquillity  be  again  restored. 
In  reply  to  Brown's  note,  Springfield  ^  stated  that  he  was  oonfiaent  that  the  parties 
assembled  by  Brown  desired  nis  blood,  and  he  would  not  put  himself  in  their  power,  but 
at  the  same  time,  if  charged  with  any  offense,  he  was  ready  to  respond  promptly  to  a  pro- 
per legal  process.  Afler  this  correspondence,  Sheriff  Brown's  posse,  on  the  morning  of 
the  8tTi  instant,  between  8  &nd  9  o'clock,  numbering  about  two  hundred  men,  surrounded 
the  residence  of  Springfield,  and  opened  fire  upon  the  inmates.  I  cross-examined  Brown 
closely  at  this  stage  of  his  statement,  and  he  admitted  that  he  did  not  accompany  the 
so-called  posse ;  that  no  demand  or  le^al  process  was  made  or  served  on  the  Spring- 
fields,  and  that  he  did  not  join  the  besieging  party  for  several  hours  after  hosmitioa 
had  commenced.  These  admissions  of  Shenff  Brown  surprised  me,  and  excited  a  very 
strong  suspicion  that  the  peace  and  welfare  of  St.  Clair  County  was  not  the  incentive 
which  animated  this  official.  The  beseigers  erected  defenses  by  destroying  the  fencing 
around  Mr.  Springfield's  property,  and  kept  u^  a  continuous  firing  until  after  daylight 
on  the  morning  of  the  9ih  instant,  at  which  time  Springfield  cafled  to  the  attacking 
arty,  and  asked  if  Sheriff  Brown  was  with  them ;  ueing  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
e  asked  to  see  him ;  firing  cea^d,  and  Brown  and  Springfield  met ;  the  latter  asked 
the  former  if  ho  had  any  civil  process  against  him  or  his  friends ;  Brown  said  he  had  a 
peace  Warrant,  issued  by  the  judge  of  probate,  and  desired  him  and  his  followers  to 
lay  down  their  arms ;  Springfield  acquiesced,  pi'oviding  his  arms  were  not  removed 
until  after  a  legal  investigation.  Sheriff  Brown  consented,  and  immediately  left  for 
town  to  obtain  the  warrant,  under  which  he  purported  to  act,  and  which  *had  been 
inadvertently  left  behind.  (In  this  connection,  attention  is  invited  to  affidavit  of 
Charles  A.  Richey,  appended  hereto.)  On  his  return  he  found  his  posse  in  a  very  excited 
condition,  threatening  the  life  of  Springfield,  and  it  required  all  his  influence  and 
authority  to  restrain  them :  eventually  he  succeeded  in  dispersing  them,  and  left 
Springfield  and  friends  without  any  farther  proceedings;  he  did  not  even  require 
the  peace-bond  which  he  claimed  was  the  original  object  of  the  assembling  of  liW 
])osse,  and  informed  me  that  he  was  surprised  to  find  only  fourteen  men  in  Spring- 
field's house.  After  receiving  this  statement  of  Sheriff"  Brown,  I  walked  out  to  Sprinfl'* 
field's  house,  met  him,  and  examined  his  premises.  His  statement  differed  but  little  fr 
the  sheriff's ;  the  only  material  difference  was,  that  he  assured  me  that  a  Mr.  Box,  a  yoij 
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attorney  of  the  viUi^e,  had  written  the  warrant  after  he  had  interviewed  Sheriff  Brown, 
and  that  Mr.  Box  admitted  this  fact  also,  that  the  judge  of  probate  had  been  absent 
from  the  village  since  about  the  4th  instant.  This  latter  allegation  I  found,  upon 
inquiry,  entirely  correct,  and  I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  the  warrant  was  never 
signed  bv  the  judge  of  probate.  Sheriff  Brown  showed  it  to  me,  and  I  found  it  based 
on  no  affidavit,  as,  I  believe,  is  general  with  warrants.  It  simply  set  forth,  in  a  gene- 
ral preamble,  that  certain  armed  bodies  of  men  were  represented  as  being  assembled, 
threatening  the  ^eace  of  the  country,  and  commanding  him  to  disperse  them.  I  think 
it  was  rather  an  informal  paper  to  base  such  serious  proceedings  upon.  Mr.  Springfield 
also  stated  that,  at  the  time  the  ai'med  party  were  approaching  his  house,  he  was 
engaged  in  answering  a  note  from  the  sheriff,  requesting  again  the  dispersion  of  his 
friends,  and  a  gentleman  named  Stewart,  an  envoy  from  Brown,  was  awaiting  his 
answer,  which  was,  he  says,  an  agreement  to  conform  to  the  request  of  Sheriff  Brown. 
The  approach  of  the  armed  party  was  announced  to  him,  and  he  requested  his  wife  to 
go  down  the  road  and  ask  them  not  to  fire  on  his  house,  but  they  gave  no  heed  to  her 
request — advanced  and  opened  fire.  I  was  not  able  to  see  Stewart,  to  confirm  by  his 
voice  this  statement,  but  all  in  Springfield's  honse,  among  whom  were  some  old  rebel 
soldiers,  who,  though  they  differed  politically  from  Springfield,  attested  to  his  state- 
ments. I  examined  his  house,  and  found  on  the  side  winaow  of  his  bed-room,  twelve 
distinct  bullet-holes ;  in  the  front  window  of  same  room,  ten  ;  in  the  side  wall  of  same 
room,  thirty-five  ;  in  the  front,  fifty,  all  of  which  passed  clear  through  the  room  and 
partitions,  and  cut  many  of  his  wife's  dresses  which  were  hanging  on  the  partition. 
The  other  portions  of  the  honse  and  out-houses  were  riddled  with  bullet-holes^  ^d 
shot  to  such  an  extent  that  I  could  not  count  them. 

I  have  given  the  substance  of  the  statements  of  the  principals  in  this  disturbance 
in  the  foregoing,  and  wlU  conclude  with  a  few  facts  elicited  from  the  minor  actors  in 
what  was  very  nearly  a  tragedy,  and  may  yet  prove  one.  I  conversed  freely  with  both 
parties,  and  the  universal  sentiment  among  Brown's  adherents  was,  that  the  Spring- 
fields  must  be  killed  or  leave  the  county.  All  this  party  was  composed  of  young  men 
ranging  from  seventeen  to  twenty-six  years,  who  had  seen  some  little  service  m  the 
rebel  army,  and,  when  armed  with  a  navy  revolver  and  supported  by  a  half  dozen  sym- 
pathizing friends  similarly  equipped,  felt  all  their  native  chivalry  in  arms  against 
men  like  Springfield,  who  had  been  true  and  loyal  to  his  country ;  and  this  hatred  to 
him  and  friends  was  increased  by  the  fact  that  ne  was  to  the  ^^  manor  born,"  as  were 
most  all  his  friends.  As  an  encouraging  support  to  this  vendetta,  in  the  background  I 
found  some  old  lawyers  and  politicians,  who,  prevented  from  political  disabilities  from 
monox)olizing  all  the  offices  oithe  county,  as  in  the  olden  time,  stormed  and  railed  against 
this  loyal  element  who  robbed  them  of  their  accustomed  influence  and  spoils.  I  found, 
upon  careful  inquiry,  supported  even  by  testimony  of  Sheriff  Brown,  that  the  Hon.  H. 
I.  Springfield  is  looked  upon  by  all  the  respectable  and  influential  men  of  the  county 
as  one  of  their  best  citizens ;  and,  I  am  confident,  from  my  observations,  that  the  organ- 
ization known  as  Ku-Klux  appeared  for  the  first  time  without  disguises  at  the  house  of 
Mr.  Springfield  on  the  day  and  night  of  the  8th  and  9th  instant.  All  the  county  offi- 
cers who  dared  remain  at  or  near  Ashville  assured  me  of  the  terrible  condition  of 
affairs  in  that  county,  and  the  United  States  a^istant  marshal  told  me  that  it  was 
unsafe  for  him  to  take  the  census.  All  the  people  in  the  adjoining  counties  are  intimi- 
dated by  this  band,  and  numerous  speculations  and  wagers  were  offered  that  I  would 
never  return,  as  I  passed  down  the  railroad. 

My  investigation  was  necessarily  hurried  and  unsatisfactory  to  myself,  but  I  am  con- 
fident, with  sufficient  protection  and  time,  many  astonishing  facts  would  be  developed, 
which  would  throw  much  light  on  the  numerous  outrages  now  being  perpetratea 
throughout  the  State.  I  have  never,  with  an  experience  of  four  years  in  this  country, 
seen  a  more  complete  subordination  of  the  civil  authorities  of  a  county  to  the  mob 
element  than  I  witnessed  in  St.  Clair,  and  I  would  earnestly  recommend  troops  in  the 
vicinity  of  Ashville,  if  the  preservation  of  peace  and  protection  of  loyal  citizens  de- 
volves upon  the  General  Grovemment. 

M.  FRANK  GALLAGHER, 
Brevet  Capi.  U,  8,  A,,  Begimental  Q.  if.  Second  Infantry ^  Acting  Adjutant, 

Lieutenant  James  Milleb, 

Second  Infantry,  Poet  Adjutant, 

State  op  Alabama,  (knmty  of  St,  Clair : 

Personally  appeared  before  me.  Brevet  Captain  M.  F.  Gallagher,  acting  adjutant 
Second  Infantry,  on  the  10th  day  of  July,  1870,  Charies  A.  Ritchey,  of  said  county  of  St 
Clair,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  in- 
stant, between  8  and  U  o^clock  a.  m.,  I  went  to  the  house  of  A.  H.  Springfield,  near  Ash- 
villej  Alabama,  and  he  asked  me  to  remain  with  him,  as  he  anticipated  trouble,  and  might 
require  me  as  a  courier.  A  short  time  after  this  a  namber  of  armed  men  were  reported 
approaching  the  house,  and  Mr.  Springfield  requested  his  wife  to  go  down  the  road  and 
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ask  them  not  to  fire  on  his  honse.  They  gave  no  heed  to  this  request,  bnt  continned 
advancing,  and,  without  making  any  demand  whatever  on  Springfield  or  other  in- 
mates of  the  honse,  commenced  firing  upon  it,  even  before  the  tnree  ladies  of  the  house 
got  beyond  danger ;  they  surrounded  the  house  and  grounds,  and  continued  firinc  all 
that  day  and  night.  About  daylight,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant,  Sprin^cld 
called  out  to  the  attacking  party  and  asked  if  Sheriff  Brown  was  w^ith  them  ;  they 
answered  in  the  affirmative,  and  he  requested  an  interview  with  the  sheriff!  The 
Idtter  objected  at  first,  but  at  last  consented,  and  they  met.  Springfield  said  to 
Brown  he  desired  peace;  that  he  done  nothing  warranting  the  attack  made  upon 
him.  After  some  further  parley,  Springfield  ordered  his  men  to  lay  down  their  arms, 
and  the  sheriff  and  myself  started  for  the  town,  leaving  all  the  others  at  Springfield's. 
Upon  reaching  the  town,  he,  the  sheriff^  asked  me  to  give  the  names  of  the  fifteen  men 
in  Springfield's  house,  which  I  gave  to  Mr.  Box,  attorney  of  the  village,  who  attends  to 
the  business  of  the  probate  judge  during  his  absence.  He  made  out  a  peace-warrant 
for  Springfield  and  friends.  I  saw  no  affidavit  to  base  a  warrant  upon ;  nor  did  Bfr. 
Box  qualify  any  person.  After  this  the  sheriff  returned  to  Springfield's  and  the  attack- 
ing party.    In  the  attacking  party  I  think  there  were  about  two  hundred  men. 

CHAS.  A.  RITCHEY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  10th  day  of  July,  1870. 

M.  FRANK  GALLAGHER, 
Brevet  Captain  andBegimental  Qiuirtermaster,  Second  Infantry, 

AoHng  Adjutant 
A  true  copy : 

M.  FRANK  GALLAGHER, 

Brm^et  Captain,  U,  8.  A. 


[No.  10.-<na88  first,  1670.] 

Headquarters  Company  G,  Second  United  States  Infantry, 

Stevensville,  July  20, 1870. 
Sm :  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  post  headquarters,  dated  July  18, 1870. 1 
went  to  Scottsborough  aud  made  investigations  relative  to  the  outrage  upon  John  Mc- 
Mamman.    I  have  tne  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  the  result  of  my  investiga- 
tions : 

On  the  1 1th  of  July,  1870,  Thomas  Wallace,  George  Stealie,  and  John  McMamman, 
were  employed  in  a  tan-yard  in  Scottsborough.  A  difficulty  arose  between  the  two 
former,  and  Stealie  murdered  Wallace  by  striking  him  with  a  paddle  over  the  head. 
Stealie  made  ^ood  his  escape,  and  is  now  a  fugitive  from  justice. 

The  same  night  a  party  of  men  went  to  the  house  of  S.  R.  Stealie,  father  of  the  boy 
who  committ^  the  murder ;  they  asked  for  him,  and  when  told  that  he  was  not  at 
home  they  left. 

The  next  night,  (12th  July,  1870,)  another  party,  unmasked,  went  to  the  same  house, 
and  again  asked  for  Stealie.  Not  finding  him  at  home,  they  took  from  the  house  George 
McMamman,  and  whipped  him  about  two  hours  with  hickory  sapplings.  Said  thsA  he 
received  over  five  hundred  blows. 

The  parties  recognized  who  did  the  whipping  were  McClung,  Stratton,  Andrews, 
Dobbs,  and  Edwards,  aud  three  others  unknown.  The  reasons  alleged  for  the  whipping 
was  his  bad  conduct  in  church  during  service,  aud  to  fijad  out  where  the  mu^krer 
Stealie  was. 

Upon  my  arrival  there  yesterday  McMamman  was  arrested  as  an  accomplice 
in  the  murder  of  Wallace.  The  parties  who  preferred  the  indictment  against  him  are 
the  parties  whom  he  states  whipped  him.  Evidently  the  man  does  not  bear  a  good 
character.  He  might  have  saved  Wallace  from  being  murdered  had  he  chosen  to  do 
BO,  as  he  was  a  spectator  of  the  whole  transaction. 

The  marshal,  Mr.  Kirk,  states  that  if  McMamman  was  not  an  accomplice  to  the 
murder,  he  was  an  accessory  to  it. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  MclLOUGHLIN, 
Brevet  Mt^or  Second  Infantry,  Cowmandmg, 
First  Lieutenant  James  Miller, 

Second  Infantry,  Post  Acfjutant,  Euntsville,  Alabama. 
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[Xo.  Il.-<:;iaa8  first,  1870.] 

Headquarters  Company  G,  Second  Infantry, 

Ashville,  St.  Clair  County^  Aldbamaf  July  31, 1870. 

Sir  :  Aboat  10  o'clock  last  night  my  camp  was  fired  on  by  a  mob.  They  then  stealth- 
Dy  tried  to  capture  my  goard,  who  fired  on  them,  when  they  took  to  the  hills.  Their 
exact  number  could  not  be  ascertained,  on  account  of  the  thick  woods  and  darkness  of 
the  night.  Mv  guard  states  that  they  saw  between  the  trees  about  ten  men ;  they  also 
say  that  they  heard  others  in  rear  of  them  talking. 

Civil  law  is  dead  in  this  county.  The  mob  rules.  The  officers  of  the  law  are  afraid 
to  execute  their  duties,  on  account  of  the  consequences  resulting  therefrom  when  the 
military  are  withdrawn. 

I  receive  threats  every  day  of  their  intentions  to  clear  me  out.  My  men  are  on 
guard  during  the  day  to  preserve  order  between  the  belligerents,  and  to  protect  the 
officers  of  the  law.  The  town  is  crowded  from  morning  tiU  night  with  men  from  the 
countrv,  each  man  with  a  brace  of  revolvers  around  him,  and  some  with  shot-guns 
upon  their  shoulders. 

As  a  matter  of  prudence,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  remainder  of  my 
company  be  ordered  here.  I  inclose  an  affidavit  from  a  Union  soldier  who  was  driven 
from  his  family  and  his  home  a  few  days  since,  and  who  now  for  protection  has  to  live 
in  my  camp. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN, 
Captain  Second  Infantry^  Brevet  Major,  U.  S,  ^.,  Commanding  Company. 

Lientenaiit  James  Miller, 

Second  Infantry,  Poet  Adjutant,  Eunteville,  Alabama, 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  lAeutenant  Second  Infantry,  Poet  Adjutant. 


Ashville,  St.  Clair  County,  Alabama, 

July  29, 1870. 
Sir:  I  beg  most  respectfully  to  make  the  following  statement,  in  hopes  that  my  life 
may  be  proSscted  from  a  number  of  citizens  of  this  county,  who  have  driven  me  from 
my  home  and  family,  and  attempted  my  life  for  the  reasons :  I  was  a  member  of  the 
Fourth  Ohio  Infantry  four  years  and  nine  months  during  the  late  war,  which,  becoming 
known  to  the  citizens  where  I  live,  is  the  cause  of  my  complaint  and  c^  for  pro- 
tection. On  the  22d  of  July  last,  at  9  o'clock  p.  m.,  five  men  broke  into  my  house, 
armed  with  revolvers,  I  being  at  the  time  in  bed  with  my  wife ;  they  seized  me  by  the 
arms,  and  dragged  me  out  of  bed,  kicked  me  out  of  the  house,  then  knocked  me  down, 
and  when  I  attempted  to  rise,  they  shot  at  me  three  times,  but,  it  being  dark,  they 
missed  me.  I  then  took  to  the  woods,  quite  naked,  and  from  that  time  up  till  this 
morning,  July  29,  they  have  hunted  me.  with  shot-guns  and  dogs,  like  a  wild  beast, 
seeking  to  kill  me.  F  have  been  obliged  to  leave  my  family  without  any  means  of 
living,  and  do  not  know  what  to  do  myself,  being  a  poor  man,  without  means  to  move 
away  from  this  place,  if  you  cannot  give  mo  protection. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  four  of  the  five  men,  viz,  John  Allen,  James  Steel, 
Hiram  Steel,  Richard  Kasort ;  the  other  I  do  not  know. 
This  occurred  in  Attawa  [Autauga]  County,  about  twelve  miles  from  here. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

COLOMAY  SMITH. 
The  CoMMAKDiNO  Officer 

Of  the  United  States  Troops,  at  Ashville,  Alabama, 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,'  the  undersigned,  an  officer  of  the  United  States 
Army. 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN, 
Captain  Second  Infantry ^  Brevet  Major,  U,  S.  A. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant. 
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[No.  19.--C1M8  first,  1870.1 

Headquartbrs  Company  G,  Second  Infantry, 

AshvUle,  SL  Clair  County,  Aldbamaf  August  18, 1870. 
Colonel:  Id  reply  to  your  hotter  dated  the  13th  instant,  received  last  night,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inclose  you  a  copv  of  a  letter  received  by  me  on  the  10th  instant  from  the  probate 
jodfife  of  this  county,  H.  De  Berry.  While  I  cannot  corroborate  Judji^  De  Berry^  state- 
ment, I  must  sav  that  there  is  a  terrible  excitement,  especially  since  Captain  Spring- 
field was  shot.  Mv  men  are  about  worsted  out.  People  are  afraid  even  to  go  to  the 
depot  unless  I  sena  a  guard  with  them.  I  furnish  a  guard  for  the  protection  of  Captain 
Springfield  while  he  is  unable  to  leave  bis  bed. 

I  inclose  you  the  deposition  of  a  colored  man  who  was  flogged  a  few  nights  since 
about  five  miles  from  here. 
If  it  was  not  for  the  troops  being  here,  blood  would  flow  freely. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN, 

Captain  Second  Infantry. 
Colonel  S.  W.  Crawford, 

Second  infantry,  Patona. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILIiER, 
I%r8t  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Poet  Adjutant. 

AsHTiLLE,  Augnst  16, 1870. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  is  reported  to  me  this  morning  that  men  are  bringing  gnns  in  town 
this  morning,  and  also  that  armed  bands  of  men  were  skirmishing  the  county  a  few 
miles  distant  and  have  done  considerable  damage  to  the  persons  of  citizens,  and  I  be- 
lieve, under  the  circumstances,  it  is  best  that  you  put  this  town  under  strictly  martial 
rule ;  and  I  believe  that  the  civil  authorities  of  the  State  will  approve  of  the  coarse. 
If  such  is  not  done,  I  will  be  compelled  to  close  my  office,  as  I  cannot  do  my  business  in 
office  with  such  confusion. 
Yours,  &c., 

H.  Db  berry,  J.  C.  C. 

M^jor  McLouGHLiN. 

A  true  copy  of  the  original : 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Coionel  Second  Infantry. 


State  of  Alabama,  County  of  St  Clair: 

William  Starkey,  a  colored  man,  deposeth  and  says:  That  about  10  o'clock  on  the  night 
of  the  15th  of  August,  1870,  a  party  of  Ave  disguised  men  took  me  from  Mr.  Caloweir^ 
house,  where  I  was  getting  my  washing  done,  distant  from  the  town  of  Ashville 
about  six  miles.  They  then  tied  a  rope  about  my  arms  and  neck,  swinging  the  end  of 
the  rope  over  the  limb  of  a  tree.  I  was  hoisted  to  the  top  of  the  limb  seven  or  eight 
times,  and  each  time  they  would  let  my  feet  touch  the  ground.  As  soon  as  they  did  so, 
they  would  ask  me  what  a  white  man  named  Washington,  with  whom  I  worked,  said 
about  the  shooting  of  Mr.  Springfield ;  also  what  the  other  radicals  said,  (meaninjr  a 
son  of  Mr.  Washington,  Jim  McClellen,  a  school-teacher,  and  Martin,  who  works  for  Mr. 
Washington.)  They  then  asked  me  what  the  niggers  said  about  the  Yanks  being  here ; 
when  1  could  not  answer  the  questions  the  way  that  they  wished  me  to  do,  they  would 
hoist  me  up  again  to  the  end  of  the  rope,  until  I  was  about  choked,  and  then  again  let  me 
down,  saying,  as  they  did  so,  "  Now  you  will  tell  the  truth,  Gk>d  damn  you."  They  said 
that  they  came  about  five  thousand  miles  to  do  this ;  toat  they  let  me  off  lightly  to 
what  the  rest  of  the  white  men  and  blacks  would  get,  unless  they  voted  for  the  dem- 
ocrats. To  save  my  life,  I  had  to  say  that  I  would  do  so.  They  then  said  that  they  woald 
give  me  twenty- four  hours  to  get  away  from  this  section  of  country.  They  then  whipped 
me  with  hickory  sticks,  and  struck  me  over  the  head  and  shoulders  with  their  guns  and 
pistols. 

his 
WILLIAM  +  STARKEY. 
mark. 

Witness:  Geo. H. McLouohlin. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  17th  day  of  August,  1870. 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN, 

Captain  Second  Infantry. 
A  true  copy : 

A.  McINTYRE, 
Second  Lieutenant  Second  Ii^tmtrjfm 
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r^t).  13.--C1M8  tint,  1870.J 

AsHvnxE,  St  Clair  County,  Alabama, 
Sir  :  About  11  o'clock  last  night,  the  house  occupied  by  the  wounded  man  (Captain 
Springfield)  was  fired  into  bv  unknown  parties.  Some  of  the  Springfield  party  who 
were  on  the  watch  returned  the  fire.  I  did  not  hear  of  any  person  being  hit  on  either 
side.  I  had  a  guard,  and  at  the  time  was  myself  at  the  house ;  a  picket  was  thrown 
forward  by  me  on  the  east  and  south  side,  but  it  appears  they  stole  up  on  the  west  side 
of  the  house.    My  men  did  not  fire. 

All  of  the  county  and  town  officers  have  left ;  therefore  I  will,  until  other  arrange- 
ments can  be  made,  endeavor  to  keep  the  peace.  Daring  the  day  everything  is  quiet. 
Of  course  I  know  one  of  the  parties  have  taken  to  the  woods,  bat  if  I  conld,  I  have  no 
authority  to  arrest  them,  as  there  are  no  officers  here  competent  to  issue  the  proper 
warrants. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  McLOUGHLIN, 
Captain  Second  Infantry, 
Colonel  S.  W.  Crawford, 

Second  Infantry,  Patona,  Al^ibama, 

A  true  oopy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
Firat  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Poet  Adjutanl. 


[No.  14.-CUwe  first,  1870.) 

AsHviixE,  St.  Clair  County,  Alabama, 

August  15,  1870. 
Major  :  About  9  o'clock  this  morning.  Captain  Springfield  was  shot  through  the 
wrist,  across  the  breast,  and  through  the  fleshy  portion  of  the  upper  arm,  while  on  his 
way  from  bis  house  to  town,  distant  about  one  mile.    The  parties,  whoever  they  were 
thatshot  him,  were  in  ambush.    His  brothers  and  two  others  were  riding  with  him, 
his  wife  a  little  in  rear  of  him,  riding  with  other  ladies. 
My  men  are  now  scouring  the  woods.    Send  me  a  doct'Or  at  once,  in  case  of  accident. 
I  am,  msgor,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN, 

Captain  Second  Infantry, 
Msgor  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Aeexetant  Adjutant  General,  Headquartere  Department  South,  AtlaMa,  Georgia, 

A  true  copy : 

J.  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant. 


FKo.  15.-Cla88  first,  1870.1 

Post  of  Huntsville,  Alabama, 

August  20,  1870. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  Special  Order  No.  101. 
dated  headquarters,  post  of  Huntsville,  August  17, 1870,  and  received  by  me  about  9 
o'clock  p.  m.  same  date,  I  proceeded  bv  the  2  a.  m.  train,  on  the  morning  of  the  18th 
instant,  to  Courtland,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  cause  of  the  disturbances  at 
that  place. 

I  received  written  and  oral  statements  from  numerous  citizens,  both  white  and  col- 
ored. A^\  their  statements  agree  upon  the  main  facts  of  the  case.  The  substance  of 
the  oral  statements  received  by  me  was  substantially  as  follows : 

Some  negroes  were  suspected  of  having  killed  some  sheep,  the  property  of  Mrs.  Bor- 
den, who  resides  about  three  miles  from  Courtland,  upon  a  rented  plantation.  One  of 
the  parties  suspected,  Wash  McDaniel,  was  arrested,  and  brought  before  Justices  Pey- 
ton and  Baker  for  examination.  He  was  discharged,  on  account  of  inforratUity  in  tho 
warrant,  a  search-warrant  having  been  issued  by  mistake  for  a  warrant  of  arrest.  The 
examination  took  place  abont  the  9th  of  August  of  the  present  year.  Upon  the  12th, 
about  noon,  one  Bosey,  a  white  man,  came  to  the  Foster  plantation,  where  McDaniels, 
and  others  suspected  of  complicity  with  him,  were  employed,  and  gave  utterance  to 
threats  against  the  negroes,  at  the  same  time  exhibiting  his  revolver. 
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At  about  11  p.  m.  a  party  of  disgnised  men  yisited  the  plantation  of  Mr.  Hemmen- 
way,  sitaated  in  the  road  between  Courtland  and  the  Foster  place,  and  commenced 
robbing  and  maltreating  the  negroes.  Information  of  this  having  reached  the  nec;roe8 
at  Foster's,  they,  suspecting  that  the  marauder^  might  visit  them  next,  armed  them- 
selves, and  laid  in  ambush  m  a  lane  leading  from  Lamb's  Ferry  road  to  Mr.  Foster's. 
Between  12  and  1  a  party  of  about  sixteen  disguised  men  advanced  np  the  lane. 
Upon  perceiving  them,  one  of  the  negroes  ran ;  seeing  him,  the  disguised  men  fired  at 
random,  and  ineffectually.  The  negroes  returned  the  fire,  wounding,  it  is  supposed, 
Ihree  of  the  party,  from  the  fact  that  this  number  of  disguises  were  found,  marked 
with  blood.  The  disguised  men  broke  and  ran,  and  were  pursued  by  the  negroes  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile,  to  the  Lamb's  Ferry  roa<l,  where  they  found  and  captured  six 
mules  and  horses,  which  had  been  left  at  this  poiut  by  the  marauders.  They  also 
found  at  this  point  the  man  Bosey,  mortally  wounded.  He  was  supposed  to  have  been 
first  wounded  in  the  lane,  and,  running  to  regain  his  horse,  failed  to  answer  the  chal- 
lenge of  the  sentinel  left  over  the  animals,  and  was  again  shot  bv  him.  The  pursuing 
netrroes  beard  the  challenge  of  the  sentinel,  heard  him  fire,  and  then  exclaim,  '*I  have 
kiUed  my  brother." 

Upon  the  affair  being  reported  to  the  civil  authorities,  every  measure  appears  to 
have  been  taken  to  arrest  and  bring  to  justice  the  guilty  parties.  For  particulars  of 
their  measures,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  statement  of  Mr.  Baker,  notary  public, 
&c.,  whase  statement,  taken  down  by  me  from  his  dictation,  is  hereto  appended, 
marked  A,  and  made  part  of  this  report.  I  also  refer  to  the  joint  statement  of  MeestB. 
E.  H.  Foster  and  C.  Baker,  (B  ;)  Mr.  John  Phalan,  (C ;)  Mr.  E.  L  Simmons,  (D ;)  and 
diagram  of  the  scene  of  action,  drawn  byHr.  W.  W.  Bjiker.  (E.) 

In  conclusion,  I  would  state  that  every  facility  was  offeretl  me  by  the  gentlemen 
above  named,  and  other  citizens  of  Courtland  and  vicinity,  for  ascertaining  all  the 
facts  of  the  case ;  and  that  the  citizens  of  the  county  seem  to  be  alive  to  the  import- 
ance of  vindicating  the  outraged  majesty  of  the  law  against  these  displays  of  vmlenoe, 
and  fully  determined  that  no  effort  of  theirs  shall  be  wanting  to  bring  the  perpetrators 
to  justice. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  BATEMAN, 
Second  Lieutenant  Second  lirfantry. 

Lieutenant  James  Miller,  Poet  Adjutant, 

A  true  copy: 

J.  MILLER, 
Lieutenant  Second  Iitfaniy, 


CoURTLAiO),  Alabama,  August  18, 1870. 
On  Friday  morning,  the  I2th  of  August,  about  sunrise,  Wash  McDaniel  came  to  me, 
and  said  that  a  party  of  Ku-Klux  had  attacked  him,  and  that  he  had  killed  one  of  them 
the  night  before,  stating  that  it  was  after  12  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  wanted  to  know  what 
to  do.  I  told  him  to  surrender  himself  to  the  deputy  sheriff.  As  soon  as  1  could  get  to  my 
office,  I  heard  his  complaint,  and  issued  a  warrant  for  parties  supposed  to  belong  to  the 
party  of  disguised  men,  and  said  to  be  by  the  man  who  was  killed.  Their  names  were 
Doggett,  two  Bordeus,  and  one  Bosey,  and  others;  the  namesto  be  ajscertained  on  evidence. 
I  summoned  a  coroner's  jury,  and  went  with  them  to  view  the  body,  whose  verdict  was, 
viz:  "That  the  deceased  came  to  his  death  by  a  gun-shot  wound  in  right  breast,  Ibnr 
buck-shot  or  small  balls  entering ;  that  the  said  wounds  were  inflicted  by  parties  un- 
known, a  dozen  or  more  shots  having  been  fired  by  the  negroes  living  on  the  Wash 
Foster  place,  three  miles  north  of  Courtland,  into  a  body  of  men  in  disguise,  who  came 
with  apparent  intention  of  attacking  them,  (the  negroes,)  about  1  o'clock  p.  m., 
August  12, 1870 ;  that  the  disguised  men  first  fired  at  the  negroes,  and  that  the  dece- 
dent was  in  disguise,  and  was  so  foimd  when  in  a  wounded  and  dying  condition,  from 
wounds  given  by  the  negroes  in  repelling  the  attack  of  the  disgiiised  men."  Signed  by 
E.  F.  Comegys,  jr.,  S.  Parshall,  J.  J.  Beemel,  J.  W.  Thom,  Geo.  C.  Hicksoft,  T.  L. 
Schultz,  and  J.  M.  McGee.  At  the  same  time  1  authorized'  the  deputy  sheriff  to  take 
with  him  three  or  more  men,  and  arrest  any  party  or  parties  against  whom  suspicion 
might  rest,  as  having  been  implicated  in  the  affair.  In  the  afternoon  the  deputy 
sheriff  came  back  to  town,  reporting  that  he  had  found  ten  or  more  suspicious  charac- 
ters armed  with  double-baiTeled  shot-guns  and  repeaters,  who  he  was  not  able  to 
arrest.  I  directed  him  to  summon  a  posse  of  men  to  aid  in  arresting  the  parties.  The 
posse,  some  twenty-six,  went  out  under  the  direction  of  the  deputy  sheriff,  and  failed 
to  find  any  party  that  was  implicated  or  guilty.  On  the  next  morning  I  directed 
the  deputy  sheriff  to  make  a  general  levy,  and  to  summon  every  white  man  to  Aid 
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him  in  arresting  any  man  who  mi^ht  have  been  or  was  implicated  in  the  affair, 
nnder  which  order  he  summoned  thirty  or  forty  citizens.  They  scoured  the  county. 
I  was  informed  the  following  Sunday  morning  that  they  had  arrested  one  John  Odom 
on  suspicion.  On  Monday  Justice  Pattou  and  myself  tried  and  investigated  the  case. 
There  were  four  white  and  four  black  witnesses  for  the  State ;  the  said  mack  witnesses 
were  present  when  the  conflict  took  place;  no  witnesses  for  the  defendant.  Upon 
having  all  the  testimony  that  could  be  adauced,  Odom  was  discharged,  as  there  was 
no  testimony  to  justify  bindiug  him  over  to  the  court.  I  am,  by  appointment  of  the 
governor  of  Alabama,  a  notary  public,  ex-offldo  justice  of  the  peace,  and,  by  virtue  of 
the  office,  acting  coroner  in  the  absence  of  the  regular  coroner.  A  warrant  in  my  hand 
has  been  issued,  and  is  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff,  for  the  arrest  of  several  parties  imr 
plicated  in».the  affair,  and  accused  thereof;  The  citizens  hold  themselves  ready  to 
respond  to  any  call  of  the  civil  officers  in  keeping  peace  in  their  vicinity,  and  are  using 
their  utmost  endeavor  to  bring  these  and  all  other  maraudiug  parties  to  justice.  For 
this  statement  I  have  numerous  assurances.  All  the  prominent  citizens  will  sustain 
me  in  this  statement. 

W.  W.  BAKER, 
Notary  PuhliOj  ex-officio  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

A  true  copy : 

J.  MILLER, 
Lieutenant  Second  Infantry. 


B. 

CouRTLAND,  August  18, 1870. 

statement  of  what  I  know  about  the  difficulties  in  Lawrence  County  the  last  pre- 
ceding^ week,  made  at  the  req^uest  of  Lieutenant  Bateman,  United  States  Army. 

I  thmk  the  disturbances  originated  in  the  killing  of  some  sheep,  belonging  to  a  poor 
woman  named  Borden,  by  Wash  McDonald  and  some  other  negroes  on  the  plantation 
of  George  W.  Foster,  Ihree  miles  north  of  Courtland.  The  sous  of  Mrs.  Borden  ascer- 
tained m>m  the  statements  of  other  negroes  on  the  place  that  the  parties  charged  had 
killed  eight  out  of  a  flock  of  twelve  sheep,  running  on  the  place.  The  evidence  against 
Wash  McDonald  was  conclusive.  They  got  out,  as  they  supposed,  a  warrant  against 
him,  but  the  justice,  by  mistake,  issued  a  search-warrant  instead  of  a  warrant  of  ar- 
rest. He  was  brought  before  the  justice  on  this  warrant.  The  Borclons  employed  me 
as  their  attorney  to  prosecute,  and  so  soon  as  I  saw  the  pai)ers,  I  advised  them  that  the 
prisoner  was  improperly  under  arrest,  and  advised  them  to  make  affidavit,  and  sue  out 
a  warrant  of  arrest  m  a  proper  form.  This  occurred  about  the  9th  instant.  They  con- 
cluded that  they  would  await  the  return  of  a  certain  justice,  then  absent  from  home, 
who  they  preferred  should  try  the  case,  and  then  institute  a  prosecution.  On  the 
night  of  the  12th,  or  rather  at  1  or  2  o'clock  a.  m.  of  August,  it  is  reported  (and  I  think 
the  report  is  true)  that  about  nine  white  men,  in  disguises,  repaired  to  the  plantation 
of  George  W.  Foster,  hitched  their  horses  in  the  public  road  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
£rom  the  dwellings,  and  advanced  to  a  point  near  the  residence  on  said  plantation.  In 
consequence  of  some  previous  threatening  indications,  the  negroes  had  gotten  together 
some  thirty  or  forty  armed  men,  and  laid  in  ambush,  awaiting  the  attack.  These  ne- 
groes flred  on  the  disguised  men,  who  fled  and  dispersed.  Only  one  man  got  back  to 
where  the  horses  were  hitched — a  man  named  Posey.  Ho  neglected  to  give  the  coun- 
tersign to  the  man  left  in  charge  of  the  horses,  and,  when  challenged,  either  did  not 
hear  or  was  too  much  excited  to  give  the  word,  or  likely  took  it  for  granted  that 
he  was  known  to  the  sentinel.  Thereupon  the  man  in  chargt^  of  the  horst^s  shot  him 
down.  The  man  who  fired  upon  him  tunied  out  to  be  his  own  brother,  who  was  then 
driven  away  from  him  by  the  approach  of  the  negroes.  The  wounded  man  lingered  a 
few  hours,  and  died  in  the  hands  of  the  negroes.  Six  horses  were  captured  by  the  ne- 
groes. Mr.  E.  I.  Simmons,  the  deputy  sheriff,  took  charge  of  their  horses,  hoping  that 
they  would  lead  to  the  detection  of  the  offenders  against  the  law.  Parties  of  the  of- 
fenders came  forward,  and  claimed  the  horses  and  mules,  and  they  have  all  been  de- 
livered up.  They  were  recovered  from  the  deputy  sheriff  by  proceedings  under  section 
2593  of  the  revised  code  of  Alabama.  Some  of  the  parties  claiming  such,  revealed 
the  names  of  persons  they  suspected  of  taking  itfor  thatespecial  occasion.  It  isgeneraljy 
understood  that  all  the  persons  suspected  m  engaging  in  the  raid  have  fled  the  coun- 
try. It  is  sufficiently  well  known  who  they  are  to  enable  the  grand  jury  to  investigate 
the  matter  effectually.  It  was  reported  on  Saturday  evening  i-hat  a  wounded  man  was 
at  a  house  about  six  miles  from  Courtland,  and  some  ten  or  twelve  armed  men  with 
him.  The  citizens  of  Courtland  held  a  sort  of  meeting  or  consultation,  and  concluded 
that  they  wordd  all  go  and  assist  the  deputy  sheriff  in  arresting  these  men.  A  crowd 
of  negroes,  greatly  excited,  and  numbering,  perhaps,  one  hundred,  collected  on  the 
Btreets,  and  declared  that  they  would  go  and  assist  ua  in  making  the  arrests.    They 
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were  told  by  the  white  citizens  that  it  was  unnecessary  for  them  tt  go ;  that  it  wonld 
excite  the  suspected  men  to  resistance  for  them  to  go,  &c.  They  were  not  satisfied, 
and  still  persisted  in  going,  and  about  sevent>'-five  colored  men  started  with  the  in- 
tention of  going,  bnt  changed  their  purposes,  and  did  not  reach  the  place.  Twenty- 
four  of  the  most  respectable  citizens  of  Courtland  went  with  the  deputy  sheriff,  but 
found  no  wounded  man  and  no  armed  men  there ;  indeed,  none  of  the  parties  sua- 
peoted.  This  posse  of  citizens  continued  their  search  during  Saturday  and  part  of 
Sunday.  On  Saturday  night  they  arrested  a  man  who  was  suspected,  and  brought  him 
before  a  justice.  The  proof  being  insufficient  to  detain  or  commit  him,  he  was  dis- 
charged. The  excitement  incident  to  this  affiAir  has  subsided.  The  negroes  are  satis- 
fied with  the  exertions  made  by  white  citizens  to  preserve  law  and  order  and  break  up 
lawless  bands.  The  men  composing  these  bands  are  regarded  as  bad  men,  intent  oa 
bad  purposes.  i 

E.  H.  FOSTEEL 

A  true  copy : 

J.  MILLER, 
Lieutenant  Second  Infantry* 


CouiiTLAND,  Alabama,  August  18, 1870. 
Mr.  E.  H.  Foster  having  written  a  statement  in  regard  to  the  difficulties  which  took 
place  on  the  Foster  plantation,  I  simply  add  that  the  citizens  acted  promptly  upon  the 
call  of  the  sheriff,  and  went  with  him  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  these  parties,  re- 
ported to  have  been  in  disguise.  The  freedmen  wished  to  go,  but  uteiv  sheriff  and  cit- 
izens thought  it  best  for  tnem  not  to  go,  as  they  were  very  much  excited,  and  it  was 
believed  that  if  they  went  it  would  exa8x>erate  the  law-breakers,  and  be  the  cause  of  a 
conflict ;  this  could  only  result  in  loss  of  life,  and  that  if  the  white  men  went  alone 
and  found  the  party,  they  could  arrest  them  without  loss  of  life.  I  have  been  a  citizen 
of  Courtland  for  thirty  years,  and  have  never  known  the  people  of  Courtland  and  vi- 
cinity so  unanimously  determined  to  aid  the  officers  of  the  law  in  preserving  peace  and 
quiet,  and  determined  to  put  down  lawlessness,  whether  committed  by  white  or  black. 
m  the  late  difficulty  the  citizens  have  done  their  duty  promptly  and  cheerfully. 

J.  C.  BAKER. 

A  true  copy: 

J.  MILLER, 
lAeutmant  Second  Infantry. 


Courtland,  Alabama,  August  17, 1870. 

At  the  request  of  Lieutenant  Jno.  I).  Bateman,  United  States  Army,  I  make  the  fol> 
lowing  statement  in  regard  to  the  recent  disturbances  around  Courtland : 

Some  ten  or  twelve  days  ago  certain  negroes  op  0.  W.  Foster's  plantation,  near 
Courtland,  were  charged  bv  certain  white  men  with  having  stolen  some  sheep,  lunl 
the  said  negroes  were  brought  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  to  investigate  the  charge ;  the 
negrt)e8  were  discharged  by  the  justice.  After  this— shortly  afterward— four  white  men 
went  to  the  said  plantation,  and  one  of  them  pulled  out  his  pistol,  and  said  to  the  De- 
grees that  that  pistol  had  whipped  many  a  negro,  and  would  whip  many  more,  or  words 
to  that  effect.  The  negroes  thinking,  from  their  manner,  that  this  was  a  threat,  pre- 
pared themselves  with  guns  and  pistols,  and  watched  the  place.  These  men  supposed 
to  be  present  some  eight  or  ten  negroes — perhaps  more.  That  night,  about  12  or  1 
o'clocK,  some  twelve  or  fifteen  men  m  disguise  were  seen  approaching  the  house,  near 
which  the  negroes  were  in  tfmbush,  watcning  their  coming.  As  soon  as  the  disguised 
men  came  within  fifty  or  one  hundred  yards,  the  negroes  opened  fire  upon  them,  and  the 
disguised  men  returned  the  fire.  As  soon  as  the  negroes  fired  the  disguised  men  broke 
and  ran  back  through  a  cotton-field  about  half  a  mile  to  the  public  road,  the  negroes 
pursuing  them,  and  firing  as  they  fled.  When  the  negroes  got  to  the  public  road,  they 
found  a  man  mortally  wounded,  who  proved  to  be  the  man  who  had  threatened  them 
with  a  pistol  the  evening  before.  They  also  found  six  horses  and  mules  hitched  to  the 
fence.  The  next  morning  the  negroes  reported  these  facts,  and  that  they  had  killed  a 
white  man  in  disguise.  The  white  man,  before  he  died,  reported  the  names  of  aotne 
four  or  five  others  who  were  with  him  in  the  raid.  The  next  day  a  warrant  was  issncd 
for  the  arrest  of  these  men.    In  the  morning  a  coroner's  inquest  was  had  over  the  dead 
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man,  and  the  &ct8  substantially  of  this  paper  developed.  After  the  inquest — some 
time  after — some  ten  or  twelve  men  came  and  demanded  the  body  of  the  dead  man, 
which  was  eiven  to  them.  Soon  after  their  departure  with  the  corpse,  £.  I.  Simmons, 
deputy  shenfl^  pursued  tbem  with  three  or  four  young  men,  and  caught  up  with  them 
at  Hemingway^  some  two  miles  from  Foster's.  They  would  not  be  arrested.  Some  of 
t^ese  men  demanded  of  the  deputy  a  mule  that  he  was  riding,  being  one  of  the  same 
captured  the  night  before.  Simmons  refused  to  deliver  the  mule,  tilling  them  that 
the  mule  was  in  the  custody  of  the  law.  Simmons  then  returned  to  Courtland,  and 
reported  the  facts,  when  the  white  citizens  determined,  aft^r  consultation,  to  get  up  a 
posse  and  arrest  them  by  force,  if  necessary.  A  short  while  before  dark  the  posse,*  of 
•ome  twenty-five  or  thirty  of  the  best  citizens,  arrived  at  Hemingway's,  but  found 
that  the  men  had  all  left  about  two  hours  before  their  arrival.  The  posse  thereupon 
returned  to  Courtland.  The  next  day  a  posse  of  fifty  men  turned  out  and  scoured  the 
country  for  five  or  six  miles  around  the  town,  and  learned  that  all  of  the  men  whose 
names  they  knew  had  crossed  the  Tennessee  River.  They  thereupon  returned  without 
arresting  any  one. 

These  are  about  substantially  the  facts.  The  excitement  among  all  classes  has  been 
allayed,  and  all  the  stood  citizens  are  unanimous  in  urging  the  punishment  of  the  dis- 
guised men,  and  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  have  them  arrested. 

JOHN  PHELAN. 

A  true  copy: 

J.  MILLER, 
Lieutenant  Second  Infantrjf. 


ConRTLAND,  Alabama,  August  18, 1870. 

On  the  request  of  Lieutenant  Bateman,  of  the  United  States  Army,  I  make  this  state- 
ment in  reference  to  an  affiray  that  took  place  about  three  miles  from  this  place  on  the 
night  of  the  11th  instant : 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant  Wash.  McDonald  rode  up  to  my  house  about  sun- 
rise. I  rose  fh>m  my  bed  and  went  out,  and  Wash,  stated  to  me  that  he  had  killed  a 
white  man  in  disguise.  He  said  he  had  come  to  give  himself  up.  I  took  him  in  cus- 
tody, went  into  town,  and  told  the  citizens  of  the  affray.  They  willingly  volunteered 
to  go  with  me  in  pursuit  of  the  party,  and  I  was  ordered  by  W.  W.  Baker,  acting  jus- 
tice of  the  peace^  to  summons  a  coroner's  jury,  and  I  accompanied  them  with  about  fif- 
teen men  to  the  place  where  the  depredation  had  been  committed,  where  there  was  an 
inquest  held ;  and  after  this  was  done  I  took  the  fifteen  men  and  went  in  pursuit  of 
the  party.  I  divided  my  party  into  squads  of  four,  and  affcer  four  or  five  hours'  ride, 
my  squad  came  up  to  a  house  where  there  were  nine  well-armed  men  on  the  outside ; 
and  as  to  the  whole  number  I  am  unable  to  sav.  By  being  such  a  great  odds,  I  thought 
it  was  not  prudent  to  try  to  arrest  them.  I  left  the  place  and  came  to  town,  and  stated 
what  I  baa  seen,  and  the  citizens  willingly  volunteered,  and  went  to  the  place  where 
I  had  seen  the  men,  and  on  my  return  the  men  had  disappeared.  It  being  late  in  the 
night  we  returned  home.  On  the  next  morning  I  heard  at  the  party  about  ten  miles 
firom  this  place.  I  stated  the  fact  to  the  citizens.  I  summoned  thirty-six,  and  we  scat- 
tered, and  scoured  the  whole  county  for  twelve  miles,  but  without  any  information, 
with  the  exception  of  one  man  that  had  been  out  in  the  connty  the  same  night,  and 
hod  got  his  horse  sni^^ed ;  he  left  him  about  Ioyo  miles  firom  the  place,  at  a  gentleman's 
house  by  the  name  ofJames  l>anieL  Mr.  James  Daniel  told  me  that  a  gentleman  by 
^e  name  of  Mr.  J<An  Odam  left  his  horse  there  the  same  night,  wounded  by  a  snag.  I 
took  fiYo  men  and  arrested  him,  and  brought  him  to  our  town,  where  his  tnal  came  off. 
I  went  into  the  country  and  summoned  eight  witnesses  for  the  State ;  the  defendant 
had  none.  By  a  close  trial,  they  coold  not  prove  anything  on  the  man,  and,  of  ooursci 
he  was  dischMged. 

This  is  a  toue  statement,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

E.  J.  SIMMONS, 

Deputy  Sheriff. 

Atnieoopy: 

J.  MILLER, 
Lieutenant  Second  Infantry, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 
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At  *  U  where  frecdmen  claim  the  man  to  haTO  heen  killed,  or  received  the  wonnd,  and  ran  to  A,  hekw. 
At  D,  man  wonnded.  who  afterward  died ;  foand  by  Areedmen,  according  to  their  statements. 
At  (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,)  horses  picketed.    (Six  horses  captured.) 

Compared  with  original  and  foand  correct. 


rt^.*s^^^*  o. 


J.  MILLER, 
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[No.  16.-^la88  first,  1870.) 

Headquarters  Company  G,  Second  Infantry, 
,  AahvillCf  St  Clare  County ,  Alahamay  August  20, 1870. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  hoDor  to  report  that  another  man  was  shot  this  morning  as  he 
was  entering  the  town.  In  this  instance  it  has  proved  fatal.  The  man's  name  is  Frank 
Harrison ;  lives  at  Ferryville,  about  twenty-five  miles  from  here.  It  is  presumed  that 
he  came  here  to  attend  a  democratic  convention,  which  is  to  be  held  here  to-day.  He 
belongs  to  the  anti-Springfield  party.  I  understood  that  he  made  threats  no  later  than 
yesterday  that  Springfield  would  be  killed  to-day.  It  is  not  yet  known  who  did  the 
shooting,  but  presumable  that  it  was  one  of  the  Springfield  party. 

Without  horses  it  is  useless  for  me  to  try  to  make  arrests  out  of  town.  I  have  gone 
to  several  places,  from  two  to  eight  miles  distant,  to  make  arrests,  but  accomplished 
nothing,  as  the  parties  got  wind  of  our  coming.  The  Springfield  party  has  possession 
of  the  town ;  the  opposite  one  has  cleared  out,  but  whether  to  the  woods  or  to  parts 
unknown,  no  one  here  knows. 

Captain  Cook,  with  a  portion  of  his  company,  arrived  here  on  the  18th.  He  has  not 
reported  to  me.  for  duty.  He  stated  to  me  unofficially  that  he  was  ordered  to  report  to 
Colonel  Crawford. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN, 
Captain  Second  Infantry,  Commanding  Company. 
Colonel  S.  W.  Crawford, 

Second  Infantry ,  Patona,  Alabama, 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Liemtentmt  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant 


[No.  n.~Cla88  first,  1870.] 

Fayetteville,  Fayette  County, 

Alabama^  October  24, 1870. 
Lieutenant  :  In  compliance  with  my  directions,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  regarding  the  late  disturbance  which  occurred  not  far  from  this  place. 
Upon  my  arrival  here  i  communicated  with  the  sheriff  of  the  county  and  the  judge 
of  probate,  from  whom  I  obtained  the  following  items : 

For  some  time  a  party  of  men  known  as  Ku-Klux  have  been  committing  depreda- 
tions, and  to  counteract  this  an  anti-Ku-Klux  party  has  been  organized,  styling  them- 
selves **  Mossy-backs."  Men  of  both  of  these  parties  went  to  a  meeting,  and  coming 
away  met  and  shot  at  each  other  several  times^  wounding  two  men  very  slightly  and 
killing  one  horse  dead  and  wounding  another  fatally.  I  am  informed  that  as  yet  no 
steps  have  been  made  to  arrest  either  party.  No  calls  have  yet  been  made  upon  the 
military  for  assistance,  but  will  be  made  as  soon  as  horses  can  be  had  upon  which  to 
mount  my  men. 

I  woula  also  report  that  the  troops  and  myself  are  occupying  the  court-house :  that 
the  troops  are  well  supplied  with  clothing,  ammunition,  and  rations,  and  are  well  kept 
in  hand ;  that  I  have  three  men  unfit  K>r  duty  on  account  of  sickness.  1  would  re- 
^peetfnlly  inclose  list  of  calls  as  directed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  BATEMAK, 
Second  lAeutenant  Second  Iftfaniryf  Commanding  Detachment 
Lieatenant  James  Miller, 

Post  At^futant,  HuntsvUUf  Alahama. 


fNo.  18.-Cla88  first,  1670.] 

Fayetteville,  Fayette  County, 

Alabama,  October  30, 1870. 
Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  affidavit  made  by  the  sheriff  of  this  county 
before  the  probate  Judge,  calling  upon  me  to  assist  him  in  arresting  certain  parties  in 
this  vioini^. 

On  the  2oth  instant  I  fUrnished  twelve  men  to  the  sheriff,  who  succeeded  in  arresting 
two  men,  one  of  whom  belonged  to  the  Ku-IQux  organization,  and  who  made  to  me  a 
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full  and  entire  confession  in  regard  to  who  composed  the  organization  in  their  ox>era- 
tions.  He  was  taken  before  the  probate  Judge,  who  dismissed  him  on  bail,  to  appear 
next  March  term  of  the  circuit  court. 

Yesterday  I  furnished  six  men,  who  went  with  the  sheriff  and  his  posse,  and  they  ar- 
rested six  of  the  Ku-Klnx,  (including  their  captains,)  two  complete  uniforms  and  part 
of  another,  and  of  which  I  have  possession.  The  six  prisoners  were  turned  over  to  me 
for  safe  keeping,  as  there  is  no  Jail  here,  and  will  probably  have  their  trial  to-morrow, 
the  31st. 

I  am  requested  to  say  that  it  seems  impossible  to  bring  these  parties  to  Justice  any 
farther  than  to  release  them  npon  bail  to  appear  before  the  next  term  of  the  oirooit 
court,  and  that  this  plan  has  been  tried  so  frequently,  and  has  Aiiled  in  each  case,  for 
the  reason  that  the  witnesses  leave  the  country  at  the  time  of  trial,  and  thus  the  case 
is  compelled  to  stand  over  or  be  dismissed. 

The  men  in  my  charge  now  are  some  of  the  leading  men  concerned  in  this  lawleae- 
ness,  and  their  guilt  is  clearly  proven,  and  each  one  has  confessed  it. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  BATEMAN, 
Second  LimUenant  Second  Infaniryj  Commanding  DetadmenL 

Lieutenant  Jambs  Miller, 

Fast  A€^u4antj  EwitsvUlej  Aldbanuu 


I 

State  of  Alabama,  Fayette  County  : 

Personally  came  before  me,  B.  W.  Wilson,  Judge  of  the  probate  court  of  said  county, 
F.  M.  Treadaway,  sheriff  of  said  county,  and  m&es  oath  that  be  is  unable,  as  he  be- 
lieves, with  his  posse  to  arrest  the  various  violators  of  the  law  without  the  assistance 
of  the  military  lorce. 

F.  M.  TREADAWAY,  Skenf. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  30th  October,  1870. 

B.  W.  WILSON, 


RespeotflQly  referred  to  Captain  John  C.  Bateman. 


Judge  of  Frobate, 

B.  W.  WILSON, 
Judge  of  Fribaii. 


[No.  19.— Class  first,  1870.] 

Headquarters  Company  G,  Second  Infantry, 

AshrilUt  Alabama,  November  20, 1870. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  man  named  Jessie  Ingram,  hving  some  eight 
miles  from  here,  was  driven  from  his  home  by  a  band  of  disguised  men  on  the  14tJi 
instant.  Ingram  went  to  Springville  next  day  and  swore  warrants  out  a^inst  some 
of  the  parties,  whom  it  is  said  he  recognized  as  being  at  his  house  the  night  before. 
The  parties  whom  the  warrants  were  issued  against  live  in  ^ringville,  and  aeeing 
Ingram  there  they  commenced  to  fire  at  him,  snooting  him  pretty  effectofdly.  The 
parties  were  arrested,  brought  to  trial  in  Ashville,  and  let  loose,  there  being  no  witness 
to  testify  against  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN, 
Captain  Second  If^antry,  Comwumdm^. 
Lieutenant  Jambs  Miller, 

Second  Infantry,  Poet  Adjutant,  JSuntsville,  Alabama, 

A  true  copy : 

J.  MILLER, 
Lieutenant  Second  InfanU^,  Poet  Atffutant 

Official  copy  respectfully  furnished  for  civil  file. 

J.  MILLEB, 
M^tenant  Second  Infk90y» 
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[No.  1.— Olaas  second,  1870.1 

Officb  Alabama  aio)  Chattakooga  Railroad, 

Chattanooga^  Tennetaee,  January  8, 1870. 
Dbar  Sir  :  From  yarious  representations  made  to  me  by  citizens  of  ondoubted  verac- 
ity, I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  small  force  of  soldiers  to  assist  the 
sheriff  of  De  Kalb  County,  Alabama,  in  the  ezecntion  of  the  law.  There  has  been 
many  depredations  committed,  and,  among  others,  many  thefts.  There  are  many  other 
offenses  which  have  been  committed,  and  it  is  difficult,  if  not  dangerous,  in  many  in- 
stances for  the  sheriff  to  make  arrests.  I  hope  that  you  can  send  a  sqnad  of  some  six 
men  under  an  officer  to  assist  the  sheriff.  Let  them  report  here  to  J.  B.  Wilkinson.  On 
Wednesday,  the  12th  instant,  he  will  conduct  them  on  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga 
Railroad  to  Lebanon,  or  to  some  other  point  in  DeKalb  County,  as  circumstances  may 
require. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  J.  HARALSON, 

General  Crawford, 

HuntsvUlCy  Aktbama, 

A  true  copy : 

JAS.  M.  INGALL8, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantinjy  Poet  Adjutant, 


[No.  3.-<;ia0a  aeoond,  1870.) 
State  of  Alabama,  County  of  Madteon : 

On  this  26th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1870,  personally  appeared  before  me,  Lewis  M. 
Douglas,  judge  of  probate  court  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  Samuel 
Iiawler,  resident  of  Avei^villo,  near  Stevenson,  Jackson  County,  State  of  Alabama, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  on  the  night  of  the  18th  of  January. 
1870, 1,  with  my  family,  were  asleep  in  my  house,  and  about  midnight  we  were  aroused 
firom  sleep  b^  some  persons  breaking  down  the  paliug  fence,  which  was  surrounding 
the  lot  on  which  I  live,  and  these  persons  knocked  and  jumped  against  the  door  of  my 
house,  trying  to  break  it  down  to  get  in.  At  the  same  time  some  of  them  said  if  I 
did  not  open  the  door  they  would  ourn  the  house  down ;  but  after  they  fonnd  that  I 
would  not  open  the  door,  and  they  could  not  break  it  open,  they  left.  I,  while  they 
were  trying  to  break  down  the  door,  looked  through  the  cracks,  and  saw  some  men 
dressed  in  disguise.  They  had  white  cloths  on  their  heads,  and  black  gowns  covering 
their  bodies.  1  could  not  count  them,  bat  from  the  number  of  voices  think  there  were 
seven  or  eight.  They  also  peeped  into  my  house  through  the  cracks  in  the  door,  and 
when  they  saw  me  would  say,  **  I  see  him :  close  up,  and  let's  get  into  the  house  to  him.'' 
My  wife  was  standing  near  the  door  with  the  fire-shovel  in  her  hands,  and  when  they 
saw  her  they  said  the  same,  "  Close  up ;  I  see  the  woman  with  a  shovel ;  let's  get  in  to 
her."  About  8  or  9  o'clock  this  same  evening  I  was  out  in  theyard,  and  saw  some  men 
poing  up  the  road,  coming  from  the  direction  of  Stevenson.  When  I  saw  them  I  ran 
into  my  house.  These  men  were  disguised  with  white  cloths  on  their  heads  and  dark 
gowns  over  their  bodies.    They  were  afoot — walking ;  there  were  seven  of  them. 

I  further  swear  that  on  the  night  of  the  25th  of  February,  1870.  about  2  o'clock, 
while  myself  and  family,  consisting  of  myself,  wife  Sarah,  my  dauguters  Matt,  Mary, 
and  Amanda,  and  the  husband  of  the  latter,  Robert  Barbee,  also  my  son  Henry,  were 
asleep,  we  were  aroused  by  persons  trying  to  break  down  the  door  of  my  house,  and 
shots  fired  into  the  house,  through  the  weather-boarding,  near  the  fire-place.  These 
parties  did  not  say  anything  before  they  shot  at  and  into  my  house.  They  fired  about 
sixteen  shots,  one  of  w  hich  shots  hit  me  on  the  left  arm  below  the  elbow.  Another  shot 
hit  «ny  wife  on  the  left  side  of  the  neck,  grazing  the  skin.  When  I  was  shot  I  hollowed 
out,  *^  O,  Lord  I"  Then  these  men  ran  away.  I  did  not  see  them ;  do  not  know  how 
many  there  were.  The  shots  wore  fired  one  after  the  other.  The  wound  is  very  seri- 
ous, and  will  cause  me  to  keep  many  days  from  my  work.  I  believe  this  treatment  was 
done  to  me  because  I  was  living  on  the  ground  near  the  new  school-house  for  colored 
children,  which  has  just  been  built  by  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  to  replace  one  that  was 
there  before  and  was  burnt.  The  colored  people  in  and  around  Avery  ville  and  Steven- 
son are  so  constantly  being  beaten  and  shot  at  by  men  in  disguise  at  night  that  we  have 
no  security  for  our  lives  or  property,  being  in  dread  constantly  of  receiving  such  treat- 
ment at  the  hands  of  these  disguised  men. 

his 
g^UEL  -f-  LAWLER. 
^  mark.     ^ 

Witness: 

John  H.  Wagbr. 


1232   CONDITION  OP  APPAIES  IN  THE  SOUTHERN  STATES. 

At  the  same  time  and  place  alBo  personally  appeared  before  me  Robert  Barbee,  resi- 
dent of  Ayeryyllle.  near  Stevenson,  Jackson  County,  Alabama^  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposes  and  says  tnat  on  the  night  of  the  25th  of  February,  1870,  he  was  in  the  bouse 
of  nis  father-in-law,  Samuel  Lawler,  at  Avery ville,  where  be  and  his  wife  live«  About 
2  o'clock  that  night  I  heard  some  men  talking  outside  of  the  house,  and  then  shots  were 
fired  into  the  house.  The  shots  were  fired  one  after  the  other.  About  sixteen  ^ots 
were  fired,  I  think,  one  of  which  hit  mv  mother-in-law,  Sarah  Lawler,  on  the  left  side 
of  the  neck ;  another  hit  my  father-in-law,  Samuel  Lawler,  in  the  left  arm,  below  the 
elbow*  When  he  was  hit  he  hollowed  out.  Then  the  men  cried  out,  "  Rally,  boys  i 
let's  get  away  from  here,"  blowing  a  whistle.  They  all  left.  I  did  not  see  them ;  do  not 
know  how  many  there  were.  These  things  are  being  constantly  done  to  the  colored 
people  in  that  part  of  the  county.  We  are  in  continual  dread  of  our  lives  from  these 
disguised  men. 

his 
ROBERT  -f  BARBEE. 
mark. 
Witness: 

John  H.  Wagbr.    ' 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  26th  day  of  February,  1870 ;  and  I  certify 
that  the  foregoing  affidavits  were  carefully  read  to  the  affiants  before  they  signed 
them. 

LEWIS  M.  DOUGLAS, 
Judge  of  Probate  Court,  Madison  Count^f. 

A  true  copy: 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry^  Post  AdjutaanU 


[No.  5.«Cla88  second,  1870.] 

State  of  Alabama,  Counts  of  Madison : 

On  this  28th  day  of  February,  1870,  personally  appeared  before  me,  a  clerk  of  theeir- 
cuit  court  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  Frank  ^11,  resident  on  the  pluu* 
tation  of  old  Frank  Bell,  Madison  County,  State  of  Alabama,  who,  being  dulv  sworn 
according  to  law,  deposes  and  says:  That  on  Saturday  night,  the  29th  of  January, 
1870,  between  the  hours  of  12  and  1  o'clock,  my  wife,  who  was  up  by  the  fire  sewing, 
awoke  me  from  sleep,  calling  to  me  and  saying  that  there  was  some  one  at  the  door. 
When  I  got  out  of  bed  I  saw  three  men  disgnis^.  Over  their  heads  and  &oee  they 
had  white  cloth,  and  over  their  persons  black  cloth  gowns.  They  were  pointing  their 
pistols  at  my  wife,  telling  her  to  hush  np  or  thev  would  shoot  her.  I  told  them  to  let  \mx 
alone,  for  they  could  not  make  her  hush,  as  when  she  got  into  those  crying  spells  she 
could  not  be  stopped.  They  turned  around  to  me,  saying,  '^  You  are  the  man  we  aro 
in  search  of;  you  are  the  man  who  has  been  killing  stock  and  cutting  up  horses  of  the 
people  around  here."  I  said  I  had  never  done  anytning  but  shoot  at  a  cow  which  had 
been  destroying  my  crop  for  over  four  months.  I  could  not  keep  her  out  of  it.  She 
had  been  a  pest  to  all  of  us  there.  They  pointed  their  pistols  at  me,  saying,  "  Come 
out  of  the  house.  If  you  do  not  come  out  we  will  shoot  you  all  to  pieces.''  I  went  out 
of  there,  fearing  they  would  kill  me.  One  of  the  men  got  a  piece  of  a  board  about 
three  feet  long  and  four  inches  wide,  half  inch  thick,  and  beat  me  with  it  until  he  was 
tired,  the  other  two  men  pointing  their  pistols  at  me.  He  beat  me  from  my  knees  up  to 
my  shoulders  with  the  board,  usmg  both  hands  to  it,  sayinghe  wanted  a  rope  to  han^ 
me  with.  When  he  stopped  another  took  it  and  beat  me.  Then  the  third  man  beat  me 
until  he  was  tired.  Then  they  made  me  take  my  gun  and  break  it  to  pieces,  saying  \t 
I  did  not  they  would  kill  me.  Then  they  left.  I  was  so  beaten  np  that  I  cofud  neither 
lay  nor  sit,  and  was  in  bed  a  week  before  I  could  do  anything  or  more.  • 

his 
FRA17K  4- BELL, 
mark. 

Witnesses: 

John  H.  Wagbr. 
John  Lee  Roobrs. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  2dth  day  of  February,  A.  B.  1870. 

JAMES  H.  BONE. 

Clerk  Oireuit  Qmrt. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Umtei^ant  Second  Infantry,  Post  A^ffutmt. 
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[No.  6.— Class  second,  1870.] 

Statb  of  AiMAMA,  County  of  Madison  .* 

On  this  2Hth  day  of  Febraary,  1870,  personally  appeared  before  me,  a  clerk  of  the 
circnit  court  in  and  for  the  court  and  State  aforesaid,  James  Bell,  resident  on  the 

Slantation  owned  bv  Huston  Bell,  on  the  Whitesburch  Pike,  in  the  county  of  Madison, 
tate  of  Alabama,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  That  between  the  hours  of 
10  and  11  o'clock  on  Saturday  night,  the  29th  of  January,  1H70, 1  was  aroused  from 
sleep  by  my  wife,  who  has  been  an  invalid  for  some  time,  saying  that  there  was  some 
one  in  the  yard.  I  got  np  and  opened  the  door.  I  found,  on  its  being  opened,  three 
men  with  pistols  in  their  hands,  which  they  pointed  at  me.    They  asked  me,  in  a  dis- 

Fiised  tone  of  Yoice,  whether  I  had  a  gun.  I  said,  "  Yes.''  One  said,  "  Give  it  to  me." 
not  moving  at  once,  one  of  them  got  down  off  of  his  horse,  (there  were  two  others, 
in  aU  five,  on  horses  dissuised,  covered  with  white  cloth  over  their  heads  and  persons, 
and  their  horses  were  also  covered  with  white  cloth,)  and  came  into  the  house,  (one 
of  the  others  said, ''  Kill  him,  God  damn  him,")  and  I  gave  him  my  ^n,  and  he  then 
handed  it  out  of  the  house  to  one  of  the  other  men.  The  man  who  was  m  the  house  then 
asked  me  if  I  had  a  pistol.    I  said,  "  Yes."    He  said,  "  Give  it  to  me."    I  not  liking  to 

f' ve  it  up,  these  men  outside  said,  *'  Kill  him,  God  damn  him ;  do  not  wait  a  moment." 
,  being  in  fear  of  my  life,  gave  it  to  him.  Then  he  said,  "  Come  out  of  the  house." 
Being  still  afraid,  I  cUd  not  go  out ;  these  men  said,  "  God  damn  him,  kill  him ;  do  not 
wait."  I  went  out.  and  they  told  me  to  break  my  gun.  They  made  me  hit  the  fence 
with  it,  breaking  the  stock  and  bending  the  barrel.  They  kept  my  pistol.  They  shot 
my  dog. 

his 
JAMES  -f  BELL, 
mark. 
Witnesses: 

John  H.  Waokr. 

W.  M.  BOPEB. 

Also,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  personally  appeared  before  me  Joshua  Harris,  a 
resident  on  the  plantation  of  Huston  Bell,  on  the  Whitesburgh  Pike,  in  the  county  of 
Madison,  State  of  Alabama,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  That  on  the 
night  of  January  29, 1870,  between  the liours  of  10  and  11  o'clock,  I  was  asleep  in  bed ; 
was  aroused  by  some  men  who  broke  my  door  open,  and  came  into  my  house.  There 
were  two  men  who  came  into  the  house.  I  jumped  up  as  soon  as  I  heard  them,  and  saw 
one  of  them  take  my  gun  from  the  comer  of  the  room,  and  told  me  to  come  out  of  the 
boose  and  break  it,  which  I  did.  They  then  asked  me  if  I  had  a  pistol.  I  said,  ''Yes." 
He  told  me  to  get  it,  but  I  did  not  go  at  once.  One  of  the  other  men  said,  *'  Where  is 
the  rope  t  hang  him."  I,  fearing  for  my  life,  then  got  my  pistol,  which  they  carried 
off  with  them ;  they  left  as  soon  as  I  gave  them  my  pistol.  There  were  three  men 
ontside  of  the  honse,  in  all  five  men ;  they  were  on  horses,  disguised,  covered  their 
beads  and  persons  with  white  cloth ;  also,  their  horses  were  covered  with  white  cloth. 

his 
JOSHUA  4-  HABBI8. 
mark. 
Witnesses: 

John  H.  Waoibb« 

W.  M.  BOPEB. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  26th  day  of  February,  1870 1  and  I  hereby 
certify  that  the  foregoing  afiBdavits  were  carefully  read  to  the  afiftants  before  they 
signed  their  names  by  making  their  marks. 

JAMES  H.  BONE, 
Clerk  Cireuti  Court, 

A  tmeoopy: 

JAMES  MHiLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Iitfantry,  Post  AtfjutanL 


(No.  7.-Second  class,  1870.J 

Decatuh,  Alabama,  March  3i 
DsAR  Gbnbral:  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report  to  you  ''^' 
tied  state  of  affairs  in  our  (Morgau)  county :  C^  r^r^n]o 

There  are  two  armed  parties  of  armed  men  camped  *»      Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
parties  are  very  hostile  to  each  other,  and  some  are  ^'^    ^ 
bnt  blood  will  do  them. 
78  A 
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I  haye  been  notified  by  the  probate  Judge,  throngh  another  man,  that  I  mnst  not 
come  to  Somerville,  or  in  the  upper  end  of  the  county,  as  it  would  not  be  safe ;  that 
I  oould  not  execute  the  law.    It  is  impossible  for  me  to  preserve  order,  and  I  am 
obliged  to  resign,  or  at  least  to  suspend  business  for  the  present 
Most  respectfully, 

H.  G.  THOMAS, 
Sheriff  of  Morgan  dmni^. 
General  S.  W.  Crawfow^ 

Conw^mdmg  UwUed  Stakt  Droops  mi  HumitvUU, 

A  true  oopy4 

P.  H.  FLOOD, 
JSrti  lAmtenamt  Scoomd  IttfamUy,  Po9t  Atffutamt. 


[No.  a— Class  second,  1870.] 

HOUSB  OF  BEPKBSkRTATTVIS, 

W(uitm§[tim,  Z).  C.,  Jiuie  24,  1870. 

Dbab  Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  almost  daily  of  letters  fh)m  the  counties  of  Sumter,  Greene, 
and  Tuskaloosa,  giving  accounts  of  murders  secretly  committed  by  the  organizatfon 
known  as  Ku-Klux.  Especially  does  Sumter  take  the  lead  at  this  particular  time  in 
these  diabolical  outra(^  upon  unoffending  citizens .  I  write  you  this  to  insist  that  yon 
assume  the  responsibility  of  keeping  the  troops  in  Eutaw  till  after  the  election,  and 
also  send  a  company  of  troops  to  Livingston,  Sumter  County.  I  know  full  well  tiiat 
the  entire  delegation  hero  will  indorse  this  course.  And,  if  necessary,  I  can  get  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  issue  an  order  to  this  effect,  though  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  Pres- 
ident and  Secretary  of  War  would  prefer  not  making  such  an  order,  as  it  would  be  said 
that  he  was  assuming  the  responsibility  of  carrying  the  election  by  armed  force,  and 
it  would  raise  a  howl  against  the  President.  As  to  the  present  executive  of  the  State 
doing  anything,  I  have  long  since  despaired.  Dr.  Cloud  has  just  returned  fh>m  a  toor 
throngh  that  part  of  the  State,  and  his  accounts  to  me  in  a  letter  received  this  evening 
are  indeed  discouraging. 

We  are  already  indebted  to  you  for  the  little  peace  and  order  that  has  been  in  onr 
State,  and  my  constituents  are  writing  me  the  most  imploring  letters  to  use  my  infln- 
ence  to  have  the  troops  retained  in  Greene,  and  others  sent  to  Livingston  immeoiatelT. 
Will  you  do  our  suffering  people  this  simple  act  of  justice  T  I  know^full  well  your  fel- 
ines on  this  subject,  and  I  do  nope  you  will  not  hesitate  to  comply  with  the  request  of 
a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  these  counties  by  giving  them  the  protection  they  so 
much  need.  You  have  no  doubt  seen  an  acconnt  of  the  recent  murders  of  Eldridge  and 
Blowse  in  Sumter  County.  Eldridge,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  respected  citizens  in 
the  county,  murdered  in  cold  blood,  like  Boyd  and  a  hundred  others,  because  they  were 
but  true  to  the  Government  which,  thus  far,  through  the  imbecility  of  a  weak-kneed 
governor,  has  failed  to  give  them  relief.  How  onr  people  have  suffered  for  the  want  of 
some  one  who  would  dare  to  do  his  duty  as  the  chief  executive  of  the  St«(e.  Thabk 
God,  the  next  election  will  be  held  by  the  United  States  marshal,  and,  if  ho  will  bulds 
his  duty,  balloting  can  go  on  at  the  polls  without  fear,  threat,  or  intimidation. 

If  we  can  but  have  a  fair  vote  the  State  will  go  republican  20,000.    I  am  confident  of 
These  results.    I  know  that  you  will  do  your  whole  duty,  and  all  that  we  request  is  a 
fair  vote.    I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  Arom  you  at  an  early  day. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  HATa 

General  S.  W.  Crawford,  HuntwilUf  Alabama, 


(No.  9.— OlMO  seeood,  1670.] 

AflHVILLB,  AULBAMA,  JMjf  10,  1870. 

ICy  Dbab  Sm :  It  is  impossible  and  useless  to  attempt  to  give  detail,  but  I  can  assure 
you  that  it  is  a  settled  fact  that  troops  must  be  sent  at  once  for  the  protection  of  tii6 
Mmnty.    I  wish  you  could  know  a  tenth  part  of  the  fiact«. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself  your  obedient  servant. 

SANDERS, 

CMb  CireuU  Cotcrt,  Saint  Clabr  Coun^,  JMmm. 
General  Crawford. 
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"We  most  heartily  cononr  in  all  that  ICr.  Sanders  has  said,  and  most  earnestly  ask 
yoor  early  attention  in  the  premises. 

HENRY  DEBERRY, 
July  10, 1870.  Judge  of  Probate, 

JOHN  H.  NELSON. 

Postmast^, 
Atmeoopy: 

JAMES  MILLER, 
Hr9t  Lietitenantj  Second  Infantry,  Post  Jdjutant, 


[No.  10.— Class  second,  1870.] 

Selma,  Rome  and  Dalton  Railroad, 
•     General  Superintendent's  Office, 

Paiona,  Alabama,  July  12, 1870. 
Dear  Sir  :  Matters  in  this  section  have  assumed  so  serious  a  nature  tliat  I  apply  for 
a  force  of  at  least  one  hundred  men  to  he  sent  here  at  once.  The  officers  of  the  Stote 
are  powerless.  Last  night  a  Mr.  Luke,  teaching  a  negro  school,  was  hung  near  heret 
He  was  engaged  in  teaching  at  this  place.  Also  two  negro  men  were  hung  at  same 
time  and  place,  and  two  others  shot  dead.  These  were  arrested  yesterday  b^  the  civil 
aathorities,  on  account  of  some  disturbance  which  occurred  on  Sunday  eveuiug ;  and, 
the  trial  not  being  through,  they  were  left  in  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  and  deputy 
sheriff,  with  a  posse  to  support  them.  About  midnight  a  gang  of  some  fifty  to  sixty 
disguised  men  took  from  the  sheriff  and  others  Mr.  Luke  and  the  four  colored  men, 
-whom  they  carried  about  one-half  mile,  and  hung  Mr.  Luke  and  two  colored  men,  and 
shot  the  other  two.  The  sheriff  says  he  can  do  nothing.  We  must  have  help  at  once. 
Excitement  very  high,  and  strongest  kind  of  threats  made  towards  employes  here, 
including  northern  men  and  colored  men. 
Let  me  know  by  telegn^h,  on  receipt  of  this,  what  I  may  expect  from  you. 
Very  respectfully,  ^ 

E.  G.  BARNES. 

Oeneral  Supetiniendent^ 
General  Crawford, 

MwUwiUe,  AlaiavML 


[No.  IL^mass  second,  1870.] 

Helma,  Rome  and  Dalton  Railroad, 
Qensral  Superintendent's  Office, 

Paiona,  Alabama,  July  12, 1870. 
]>ear  Oeneral  Crawford  :  I  write  the  inclosed  hurriedly.    Act  for  us  at  once  if 
possible ;  I  have  not  time  to  give  all  particulars ;  it  is  worse  than  I  can  pen. 

Let  me  hear  the  instant  you  receive  this.    I  cannot  wait  on  the  governor;  he  has 
been  misled,  and  I  appeal  to  you  direct.    Captain  Barry  is  still  East. 
Truly,  yonr% 

W.  8.  McELWAIN. 

The  bearer.  Captain  Tonne,  can  be  depended  on  under  all  circumstances. 

W.  a  McELWAIN. 


[No.  1S.-C3M0  seoond,  1870.1 

State  of  Atj^bama,  Madi8(m  County : 

Before  me,  Lewis  M.  Douglass,  judge  of  the  probate  oenrt  in  and  for  said  county 
and  State,  this  day  personaSly  came  John  MoManman,  who  makes  oath  that  on  the 
night  of  July  12, 1870,  near  Scottsborough,  Jackson  County.  Alabama,  about  the  hour 
of  11  or  12  crdook,  be  was  taken  out  of  his  bed,  and  from  tne  house  of  James  Stealie, 
bqr  the  following-named  persons,  to  wit,  James  Stratton,  George  Dobbs,  Dick  Andrews, 

iSU  Edwards, McCfelland,  and  three  others,  whose  names  to  affiant  are  unknown, 

<me  of  whom  affiant  says  is  a  dentist  by  profession,  and  resides  in  the  city  of  Hunts- 
yiUe,  and  was  forced  by  them  to  go  about  one-half  a  mile  from  said  Stealie's  house, 
on  the  road  leading  to  Scottsborough.  They  then,  after  making  him  take  all  his  clothes 
ofl^  forced  him  down  on  his  side,  James. Stratton  standing  on  his  head  with  his  feet 
while McClelland  beat  him  with,  sticks  and  brushy  cut  at  the  time  by  the  other. 
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persons  present,  and  named  as  aforesaid.  They  then  assisted  him  to  rise  to  his  feet 
Dick  Andrews  took  him  about  five  or  six  paces  from  the  road  in  the  bushes.  James 
Stratton  ordered  Andrews  to  cock  his  gun,  and,  as  he  gave  the  order  to  fire,  toshoothim 
down.  Stratton  then  ran  up  to  him  with  pistol  in  hand,  cocked,  and  struck  it  agaiost 
his  head,  saying  that  he  intended  to  kill  him ;  said  McClelland  and  Stratton,  assisted 
by  others  of  the  party,  again  forced  him  down  on  bis  stomach,  and  he  was  again  beaten 
by  McClelland  and  Stratton  until  his  back,  sides,  arms,  and  legs  were  badly  laoer«U;ea, 
and  many  other  acts  of  violence  were  committed  on  the  person  of  affiant. 

^  his  • 

JOHN  +  McMANMAK./ 
mark. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  by  making  his  mark  this  14th  July,  1870. 

LEWIS  M.  DOUGLASS, 

Jttdge  Probate  Cwurk , 


(No.  13.— Class  second,  1870.1 

Cross  Plains,  Aldbamaj  July  19, 1870. 

Lieutenant  :  In  accordance  with  your  request,  I  proceed  to  furnish  you  with  the 
following  details  of  what  I  know  in  regard  to  the  late  lamentable  disturbance  between 
the  whites  and  blacks  of  this  place. 

On  Sunday  night,  IQth  of  July,  I  was  awakened  from  sleep  at  my  residence  by  the 
sound  of  guns  or  pistols.  While  getting  up  and  putting  on  my  clothes  I  was  called 
and  told  that  there  was  some  terrible  lighting  going  on  in  Cross  Plains.  In  a  short 
time  I  was  on  the  spot,  in  the  center  of  our  village,  and  found  several  of  our  com- 
munity collected  there,  and  a  state  of  intense  excitement  prevailing.  I  naturallj 
wished  to  know  the  cause,  and  gathered  from  the  cro^d  the  following ;  A  short  time 
previous,  and  immediately  after  the  close  of  services  at  church,  tboae  persons  (men, 
Avomen,  and  children)  who  lived  in  that  part  of  the  village  were  returning  quietly 
to  their  tiomcs,  when  they  were  fired  on  by  a  large  band  of  negroes ;  that  some  of  tAfi 
men  in  the  party,  beinc  armed,  returned  the  tire,  and  that  the  negroes  began  to  retreat, 
firing  as  they  retreated,  toward  Patina,  where  quite  a  number  of  negroes  live.  I  aUo 
learned  that  danger  was  reasonably  apprehended  of  a  return  to  the  attack,  with  greatly 
increased  force. 

The  prevailing  sentiment  seemed  to  be  to  follow  up  the  party  and  kill  or  capture  the 
rioters.  I  was  unanimously  chosen  leader  of  the  citizens,  and  accepted  the  position, 
with  the  understanding  that  I  must  be  obeyed  throughout  until  some  of  the  civil 
officers  could  be  summoned  to  the  scene  of  action.  I  immediately  stationed  pickets  at 
different. points,  with  instructions  to  watch  for  the  approach  of  the  marauders,  and  to 
give  the  alarm.  A  messenger  was  at  once  dispatched  for  Slade  Nobors,  justice  of  the 
peace,  who  lives  some  miles  in  the  country.  I  then  wrote  a  note  to  Mr.  Williams,  the 
sheritf  of  the  county,  stating  briefly  what  had  occurred,  and  begging  his  immediate 
attendance  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  offenders  to  trial.  The  names  of  quite  a 
number  of  citizens  were  signed  to  the  request.  I  instructed  a  young  man  to  proceed 
by  next  train  to  Jacksonville,  with  a  note  to  tlie  sheriff.  The  train  came  down  in  about 
■one  and  a  half  hours— at,  I  presume,  about  3  o'clock.  Previous  to  that  time,  on  consul- 
tation, I  had  determineil  to  go  dQwn  on  train  to  Patona,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
any  of  the  offenders  from  leaving  on  the  train.  I  took  ten  or  twelve  men  with  me,  1 
caught  none  at  the  trains,  but  being  informed  by  a  railroad  man  present  that  one  af 
the  negroes  had  been  slightly  wounded  in  the  a£»ir  of  the  previous  evening,  I  deter- 
mined to  take  him  into  custody,  for  fear  of  his  escaping  before  a  warrant  could  be 
procured.  His  wounds  were  very  slight — with  small  bird-^ot.  We  were  starting  back 
to  Cross  Plains  with  this  one,  when  others  were  seen  and  recognized  by  some  of  the 
men,  all  with  either  guns  or  pistols  in  their  hands,  and  on  either  side  of  the  railroad. 
After  some  difficultv  two  more  of  them  were  arrested,  and  the  whole  party  then  or- 
dered to  return  witn  prisoners  to  Cross  Plains.  About  this  thne  I  discovered  armed 
men  ^negroes)  approaching  in  a  very  threatening  manner.  I  ordered  them  to  halt, 
and  tnreatened  to  let  the  men  fire  on  them  if  they  advanced  another  step.  Tbey 
halted,  and  we  proceeded  to  Cross  Plains  with  prisoners,  where  we  found  the  justice  oi 
the  peace,  Slade  Nabors,  to  whom  the  prisoners  were  immediately  turned  over.  A 
warrant  was  immediately  issued  for  these,  and  many  others  believed  to  be  concerned 
in  the  riot.  I  was  deputed  by  the  magistrate  to  summon  a  posse  and  execute  tbe 
warrant.  I  summoned  every  man  on  the  streets,  (a  good  many  had  collected  by  this 
time,)  and  returned  to  Patona,  where  I  arrested  quite  a  number  of  negroes.  Some 
asked  to  come  along,  saying  they  wished  to  prove  themse  ves  not  connected  with  tbe 
affair.  There  was  also  one  white  man  arrested.  His  naml  was  Luke,  and  was  i«^* 
nizeil  by  some  of  the  men  as  one  of  the  attacking  party  of  the  night  l>eforo.  1 4^1^ 
returned  to  Cross  Plains,  bringing  prisoners.    I  found  the  sheriff  of  the  coonl^lir. 
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Witliams,  ancl  his  deputy,  Mr.  Smith,  both  there,  having  promptly  started  on  receipt  of 
taiy  note  of  nigbt  before.    All  the  prisoners  were  imm^itely  taken  charge  of  by  tlio 
Fheritf,  and  1  went  home  for  rest.    I  understand  there  were  other  arrests  made  by  tlio 
Blierift'  during  the  day,  but  cannot  tell,  as  I  was  not  on  the  street  any  more  until  lato 
Tn  the  evening.    At  that  time  I  found  the  court  adjourned  until  next  morning,  and 
soine  accused  persons  in  charge  of  the  sheriff's  guard.    Among  them  was  the  white 
man,  Luke.    I  believe  there  were  iive  negroes  besides,  but  didn't  count  them.    I 
returned  home,  and  after  supper  walked  down  town  again.    Found  prisoners  and 
guard  in  charge  of  deputy  sheriff  Smith,  on  the  piazza  in  front  of  Nelson's  new 
store.    Several  persons  were  standing  around  talking  over  recent  occurrences.    I 
went   down  to  the   hotel   and   sat  nir  a  lonff  time  in  conversation   with  Sheriff 
Williams  and  other  gentlemen  on  the  front  gallery.    Pretty  late,  probably  between 
11  and  12  o'clock,  and  after  Mr.  Williams  had  gone  up  stairs,  to  bed  I  suppose,  I 
asked  a  gentleman  present  to  walk  up  home  with  me.    We  started,  but  had  gone  but 
a  short  £stance  across  the  railroad  when  we  encountered  a  large  company  of  disguised 
people,  who  passed  us  almost  noiselessly.   They  were  on  foot,  and  went  rapidly  towaixl 
hotel  we  had  just  left.    We  each  expressed  our  belief  that  they  would  take  the  prison- 
ers from  the  guard,  and  we  said  to  each  other  that  it  ought  to  be  prevented,  it  possi- 
ble.   We  returned  immediately  to  hotel ;  found  it  completely  surrounded  by  them, 
some  of  them  making  low,  strange  noises.    The  hotel-keeper  begged  them  not  to  enter 
his  house,  as  there  were  ladies  there,  and  they  would  be  frighten^,  &c.    I  told  them 
if  they  were  after  the  prisoners  that  they  would  not  find  them  there.    One  of  them 
then  asked  me  where  they  were.   I  replied  that  I  did  not  know.    By  this  time  the 
whole  street  seemed  to  be  ftill  of  them.    Most  of  them  were  making  their  way  up  town 
.    toward  the  stores.  All  that  X  saw  had  pistols ;  some  had  guns,  and  some  a  pistol  cocked 
in  each  hand.    When  I  got  up  near  the  place  whero  the  guard  and  prisoners  were,  I 
heard  the  deputy  sheriff,  Mr.  Smith,  expostulating  with  them  in  the  most  earnest  man- 
ner to  desist  from  what  he  supposed  to  be  their  design.    He  told  them  that  resistance 
on  the  part  of  himself  and  guard  to  such  numbers  would  be  a  useless  sacrifice  of  life. 
If  they  were  determined  ;  but  he  plead  with  them,  as  he  was  an  officer  of  the  law,  to 
be  allowed  to  discharge  his  duty,  and  keep  the  prisoners  in  custody,  saying  that  when 
they  were  proved  guilty  they  would  suffer  the  penalties  of  the  law.    All  this  time  they 
were  standing  close  to  him  and  the  guard,  with  their  guns  and  pistols  cocked  almost 
in  their  faces.  1  walked  around  to  one  end  of  the  piazza,  and  found  some  enga|^l%utting 
tip  rope  into  several  pieces.  As  the  deputy  closed,  I  stepped  up  quickly  to  his  side,  and, 
in  as  earnest  a  manner  as  I  could,  told  them  that  I  believed  they  had  come  here  think- 
ing that  they  would  do  this  community  a  service,  but  it  was  believed  that  such  pro- 
c<^lingB  would  not  only  not  benefit  us,  but  would  prove  to  be  a  very  serious  injury. 
I  told  tnem  that  it  was  no  time  to  inquire  into  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  parties: 
that  the  proper  law  officers  would  do  that.    I  closed  by  st-ating  that  I  felt  authorized 
b^  the  community  to  say  that  they  were  committing  an  outrage  that  would  be  perni- 
cious in  its  effects,  and  to  entreat  them,  by  every  feeling  of  humiuiity,  to  go  away  and 
leave  everything  as  they  had  found  it.    While  I  was  speaking,  some  appeared  to  be 
listening,  while  others  seemed  to  be  getting  a  little  closer  to  the  prisoners.    I  heard  no 
response,  except  that  common  slang  expression,  "  Shoo,  fly,"  tvom  some  of  them,  in  a 
low  tone  of  voice.    Before  I  ceased  speaking,  some  oi  them  fell  upon  the  prisonera 
from  behind,  and  began  putting  ropes  around  their  necks,  while  others  forced  the 
guard  off  the  end  of  piazza,  with  pistols  at  their  breasts  and  faces.    These  things 
transpired  quicker  than  it  requires  to  write  then.   Thev  hurried  off  the  prisoners  down 
the  street,  some  of  them  in  rear  of  the  party,  walking  backwards,  with  their  fire-arras 
leveled  at  the  crowd. 

This  is  as  plain  and  truthful  a  statement  of  what  I  know  in  regard  to  the  matter  as 
X  can  make  m)m  my  observation;  and  is  very  respectfully  submitted. 
Yours,  truly, 

A.  D.  BAILEY. 
I     Lieutenant  Uuo, 

Commanding  United  States  Droops, 


Stakmmi  of  C  J,  Sharp  im  regard  to  the  recent  disturbance  at  this  place  on  Sunday  ^ightj 

the  lOtA  insta/nU 

Cross  Plains,  Alabama,  July  19, 1870. 
About  8  o'clock  on  the  night  mentioned  I  waa  attracted  by  an  unusual  noise  at  or 
Dear  my  store,  and  went  to  see  about  it.  On  coming  to  the  horse-rack,  near  my  store, 
I  met  Mr.  Gira,  who  wa«  about  starting  to  church,  and  in  a  few  moments  a  crowd  of 
negroe^  about  one  dozen,  appeared  at  the  old  well  near  the  cross  street.  They  stood 
ana  talked  H  few  moments ;  neard  them  say,  *^  They  are  not  the  ones  we  are  after  f  they 
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then  went  off  up  the  White  Plains  street.  I  then  went  home  and  lay  down  on  the  bed, 
near  a  window,  to  watch  what  might  be  going  on.  I  then  heard  two  or  three  shots 
fired  in  the  direction  the  negroes  went.  About  the  time  service  at  church  was  closine 
I  saw  two  negroes  returning  and  ^oing  toward  the  depot  or  hotel,  when  soon  I  heard 
a  keen,  loud  whistle  in  the  direction  the  two  went,  and  a  few  moments  seven  moro 
came,  and  when  they  got  near  Mr.  Johnson^s  store-house  they  commenced  firing  to- 
ward a  party  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  as  they  were  returning  from  church,  at  a  distance 
of  not  more  than  sixty  feet  from  them.  Yer^  soon  one  shot  was  made  by  the  whites 
in  return,  when  the  negroes  retreated,  turning  back  to  fire  as  they  retreated  or  run. 
Several  other  shots  were  fired  by  the  whites  as  they  were  retreating. 

C.  J.  SHABP. 


Cross  Plains,  Alabama,  July  19, 1870. 
I  herein  submit  a  statement  of  what  I  know  about  the  disturbance  at  this  place  on 
Sunday  night,  the  10th  instant.  Having  gone  after  a  doctor,  about  8  o'clock,  to  come 
and  see  my  wife,  who  was  quite  sick ;  on  my  return,  when  about  the  well  at  the 
cross  street,  I  saw  near  about  one  dozen  armed  negroes.  I  drew  near  them.  They 
appeared  to  be  angry  and  excited ;  heard  one  say, "  Boys,  let  us  go  back ;"  don't  kno^ 
which  one ;  another  replied,  with  an  oath,  that  he  came  to  attend  to  matters  and  would 
do  it  before  he  left ;  that  he  did  not  come  here  to  be  vun  off;  to  which  all  seemed  to 
give  their  consent  or  sanction.  I  then  set  down  at  Mr.  Dailey's  store,  waiting  for  the 
doctor  to  come  in.  While  sitting  there  Oliver  Dukes,  a  colored  man  employed  at  the 
hotel,  came  and  told  me  that  the  negroes  were  preparing  for  a  fuss.  I  then  went  to 
the  church  to  let  it  be  known  there.  I  then  returned  home,  when,  immediately,  a  sig- 
val  shot  was  fired  at  or  near  the  railroad,  and  then  the  firing  seemed  to  be  general  near 
the  center  of  town.   I  did  not  see  anything  of  it. 

E.  L.  HESTEEBY, 


.»  No.  14.~Cia8S  second,  187D.J 

Stevexson,  Alabama,  Septembfr  2,  11370. 
To  General  Crawford,  HuntwiUe,  Alabama: 

The  within  statement  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Roache  was  handed  t-o  me  to  be  sent  to  you, 
through  the  corporate  authorities  of  this  town,  and  the  statements  therein  made  (I 
am  sorry  to  say)  are  true.  The  corporation  of  Stevenson  is  a  one-horse  concern,  and 
not  able  to  protect  any  man  when  a  dozen  or  more  disguised  men  come  to  do  anythiiw 
with  him.  There  are  citizens  here  who  want  a  garrison  of  troops  here,  bat  are  afrail 
to  put  their  names  to  a  petition  for  the  same. 

Hoping  that  you  may  examine  this  statement  in  a  fiskvorable  light,  I  remain  youis, 
truly, 

S.  CRAWFORD,  Ma^. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
JEirat  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry^  Po9t  Adjutant 

[Indorsements.] 

Headquarters  Post  of  Huntsville, 

Hunisville,  AlahamOy  September  4,  1870. 
Respectfully  forwarded   to    the   assistant  a^utant  general.  Department  of  the 
South. 

C.  FRED.  TROWBRIDGE, 
Captain  Second  Infantry,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 
'  Atlanta f  Georgia^  September  6, 1970. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  commanding  officer,  post  of  Hunts ville,  Alabama. 
The  time  has  arrived  when  Alabama  should  be  able  to  enforce  her  own  laws  and  pro- 
tect her  citizens  without  reference  to  the  military  force  of  the  United  States.  The 
troops  applied  fbr  wtU  not  be  furnished. 

By  order  of  Brigadier  General  Terry :  (^ . 

Digitized  by  ^^  TAYLOR, 

Assistant  At^futant  General 
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Hbadquarters  Post  of  Huntsville,  Thomas  Barracks, 

Huntwille,  AlabawM,  September  S,  1870. 
BtapeotfttBy  returned  to  Mr.  James  J.  Boohe,  inviting  attention  to  the  foregoing  in- 
doraement  from  headquarters  Department  of  the  South. 
By  order  of  Captain  Trowbridge : 

J.  MILLER, 
F^^t  Lieutenant  Second  IitfaiUryj  Post  Atyutant. 


;  [No.  15.-Cla8S  second,  187a] 

The  State  of  Alabama,  Madison  County: 

Before  me,  James  H.  Bone,  clerk  of  the  clronit  conrt  in  and  for  said  county  of  Madi- 
son and  State  of  Alabama,  personally  came  Lncinda  Ford,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  saith 
that  she  and  her  brother,  Jesse  Ford,  and  John  Fuller,  live  on  the  plantation  of  Wil- 
liam Sanders,  in  Madison  Countyt  Alabama;  that  they  cultivated  and  raised  a  crop  of 
ootton  and  com  on  said  plantation  during  the  present  year,  (1870.)  Affiant  further 
says  that  about  10  o'clock  on  the  night  of  October  8, 1870,  while  she  and  her  brother, 
Jesse  Ford,  and  John  Fuller  were  in  their  house  on  said  plantation,  some  persons  came 
to  their  door  and  knocked,  at  the  same  time  demanded  admittance,  and  said,  '*  God 
damn  you,  if  you  do  not  open  the  door  we  will  break  it  down,  and  kill  you  all  when 
we  get  in.*'  John  Fuller  then  asked,  "  Who  are  you,  and  what  do  you  want  with  us  t^ 
The  person  on  the  outside  answered,  "  We  want  John  and  Jesse."  After  a  time,  fear- 
ingtbat  the  door  would  be  broken  open,  and  all  inside  killed,  John  Fuller  opened  the  door. 
As  t-he  door  opened  two  men  came  in  the  house ;  they  wore  masks  or  disguises,  both, 
on  their  faces  and  persons ;  they  had  pistols  in  their  hand^,  and  placed  them  to  the 
breast  of  John  Fuller  and  Jesse  Ford,  saying  at  the  same  time  that  they  would  kill 
them  if  they  did  not  leave  the  house  and  go  with  them ;  that  they  wanted  to  give 
them  a  good  whipping  this  time,  and  that  tnoy  would  come  again,  and  if  they  found 
them  on  the  plantation  they  would  hang  them  all.  The  men  with  the  masks  on  said 
there  was  a  company  outside  of  the  house,  and  if  John  and  Jesse  resisted  they  would 
call  more  men  inside.  One  of  the  persons  in  mask  struck  John  Fuller  in  the  face  with 
a  heavy  stick  or  club,  and  forced  him  from  the  house.  As  they  were  passing  from  the 
house  Jesse  Ford  escaped  to  the  bushes  near  the  door.  The  men  in  masks  continued 
to  curse  Fuller  till  they  were  out  of  hearing.  Affiant  further  swears  that  John  Fuller 
did  not  return  until  about  2  o'clock  the  next  morning,  and  when  he  did  return  his  head, 
face,  and  body  was  badly  cut  and  lacerated.  Affiant  further  says  that  he  (John  Ful- 
ler) was  so  seriously  bruised  and  cut  on  his  legs  that  he  was  almost  unable  to  walk,  . 
but  left  the  plantation  soon  after  he  returned  to  the  house.  Affiant  further  says  that 
the  men  in  disgnise  swore  that  they  would  return  soon,  and  if  they  found  John  Fuller 
and  Jesse  Ford  on  the  plantation  they  would  kill  them.  Affiant  further  says  that  she 
has  not  seen  John  Fuller,  or  her  brother,  Jesse  Ford,  since  said  night,  as  aforesaid, 
nor  can  she  find  any  traeet  of  them. 

her 
LtrCINDA  +  FOKD. 
mark. 

Witnesses: 

Madison  Hutchinson. 
John  M.  Cross. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  15th  day  of  October,  1870. 

JAM£S  H.  BONE, 
Clerk  Cvreuii  CowrU 


INa  l«.— CIms  second,  1870.] 

Statb  of  Alabama,  Executive  Department, 

Montgomery f  October  15, 1870. 
General  :  Herewith  I  send  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  W.  B.  Bowen,  of  Macon 
County,  to  Hon.  John  D.  Cunningham,  judge  of  the  city  court  of  Montgomery,  and  by 
Judge  Cunningham  submitted  to  the  executive  department.  The  letter  explains  itself. 
I  will  merely  add  that  Mr.  Bowen  is  one  of  the^best  citizens  of  Macon  County.  What- 
ever he  writes  is  entitled  to  the  ftdlest  aredit. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  L.  DALTON, 

Oovemar'i  Secretary* 

A  true  gopy : 
JAMES  MH^LER, 
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TusKEOEE,  Alabama,  October  13, 1870. 

Sir  :  On  Monday  nlglit,  the  3d  of  the  month,  a  party  of  armed  men  went  to  the  coI-> 
ored  church  in  this  place  and  fired  into  the  congregation  while  they  were  quietly  en- 
caged in  attending  to  some  church  matters,  killing  two  and  wounding  sevc^  others^ 
I  am  glad  to  say  the  wounded  are  all  up  and  doing  welL  Since  which  I  hear  that  a 
church  and  a  school-house  belonging  to  the  colored  people  have  been  burnt  down. 
Other  places  of  worship  were  burnt  before.  Judge  Strange,  as  you  know,  is  ab- 
sent on  his  circuit.  If  ne  were  present  I  do  not  know  what  he  would  do  in  trying  to 
ferret  out  the  evil-doers.  But  the  other  officers  of  the  county  are  making  no  efibrt 
whatever  to  find  out  the  evil-doers,  except,  they  say,  that  they  are  making  inquiries 
on  the  street  comers  to  find  some  evidence  upon  which  to  proceed. 

Of  one  thing  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  that  is  that  all  the  republicans  of  this 
county  are  depressed  and  flurried  at  the  hands  of  the  lawless.  There  is  a  system  of 
espionage  exercised  toward  what  few  of  us  whites  there  are  who  propose  to  vote  the 
State  republican  ticket,  so  we  dare  not  move  except  in  the  most  qniet  and  secret  mao- 
ner.  I  believe,  unless  something  is  done  to  assure  the  c<ilored  people  from  Interrup- 
tion in  voting,  we  will  not  poll  one  thousand  votes  in  this  county  for  the  republican 
candidates,  either  on  the  State  ticket  or  for  county  officers. 

I  would  write  the  governor,  who  I  know  would  receive  it  kindly,  but  the  mails  are 
watched,  and  I  shall  nave  to  content  myself  with  asking  you  to  show  him  this  letter. 
What  is  best  to  be  done,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know.  The  local  officers  will  never  ferret 
out  the  evil-doers.  As  to  what  is  the  best  course  to  give  confidence  to  the  colored  peo- 
ple that  they  will  be  allowed  to  vote^  I  am  inclined  to  think  blue  coats  and  brass  but- 
tons the  best  argument  to  their  mmds.  I  would  that  you  knew  how  things  were 
in  this  county. 

I  am,  very  truly, 

W.  B.  BOWEN. 

Hon.  John  D.  Cunningham, 

Montgomery,  Alabama, 

A  true  copy: 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Colonel,  Second  If{faniry,  Brecet  Major  QemmroL 


(Telegram  dated  Montgomery,  A.labftma,  August  14, 1869;  received  at  HnntsTille,  Alabama,  14th.] 

Jb  QenmH  Crawford: 

Doctor  Collins,  arrested  here,  is  on  way  to  Lawrence  County  for  preliminary  trial, 
on  charge  of  shooting  Doctor  Haugbey.  Please  dispose  troops  so  as  to  insure  him  sa£» 
conduct  from  Chattanooga,  and  trial  free  from  molestation. 

WM.  H.  SMITH, 

Governor  of  Alabama. 


[Telegram  dated  Montgomery,  Alabama,  August  14, 1869 ;  received  at  Honteville,  Alabama,  14th.] 

^  General  Crawford : 

Have  troops  at  Chattanooga  Sunday  morning,  to  accompany  Dr.  Collins  to  Coort- 
laud,  and  protect  him  from  apprehended  mob  violence. 

C.  W.  BUCKLET, 

M.  a 


[Telegram  dated  Montgomery,  Alabama,  Angost  S3, 1869 ;  received  at  Hontsville,  Alahama,  SSd.] 

Jb  General  Crawford : 

Please  order  immediately  a  portion  of  troops  here  to  Fort  Deposit,  Lowndes  County 
to  be  in  readiness  to  assist  sheriff,  who  is  about  to  proceed  against  numerous  offenders. 
This  is  deemed  imperatively  necessary  to  enforcement  of  law  and  preservation  of  peace. 
Answer. 

WILLIAM  H.  SMITH, 

Governor  of  Alabama, 
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[Telegram  dated  Stevenson,  Alabama,  February  28, 1870 ;  reoeiyed  at  'Suntsville,  Alabama,  28tb.] 

2b  Commanding  Officer : 

There  are  three  negroes  arrested  here  for  firing  into  dwelling-houses  last  night ;  fear 
disguised  men  will  attempt  to  take  them  out  Siis  ni^ht  to  hang  them.  Will  you  not 
send  a  squad  of  soldiers  to  guard  them?  Send  on  special  train  immediately.  I  do  this 
at  request  of  citizens.    Answer. 

S.  CEAWFORD, 

Mayor. 

f Telegram  dated  StevenaoD,  Alabama,  March  1, 1870 ;  received  at  Huntsville,  Alabama,  March  1.] 

To  General  Crawford,  commanding ; 

Guard  needed  here ;  civil  js^ard  overpowered  and  prisoner  taJsen  out  by  Ku-Kluz ; 
our  livds  in  danger.    Officer  in  charge  refused  to  stay. 

R.  STARKWEATHER, 

Teadier, 


[Telegram  dated  Montgomery,  Alabama,  April  1, 1870 ;  received  April  1.] 

To  General  S,  W,  Crawford : 

Lawlessness  in  Morgan  County  is  reported  to  this  department.  You  will  please  to 
put  it  down  by  the  military ;  do  whatever  you  deem  necessary  to  stop  lawlessness! 
maintain  tranquillity,  and  enforce  laws. 

W.  H.  SMITH, 
Governor  qf  Alabama, 

[Telegram  dated  Opelika,  Alabama,  April  3, 1870 ;  received  April  4th.l 

2b  Mqjor  CrenercH  S.  W*  Crawford^  or  the  officer  in  command  at  Huntsville,  Alabama : 

I  request  that  you  furnish  the  sheriff  of  Morgan  County  a  sufficient  number  of  troops, 
under  a  discreet  officer,  to  enable  him  to  arrest  rioters  in  that  county. 

W.  H.  SMITH, 
«  Governor  of  Alabama^ 


[Telegram  dated  Montgomery,  Alabama,  April  4, 1870  j  received  at  Huntsville,  Alabama,  4th.] 

3b  General  S.  W.  Crawford : 

Solicitor  of  Greene  County  outrageously  murdered  by  disguised  men,  over  thirty  in 
number ;  terrible  condition  of  things  there  j  please  dispatch  military  to  Entaw  with 
fuU  authority  and  discretion  to  do  miatever  is  necessary  to  bring  offenders  to  justice, 
protect  life  and  property,  and  preserve  law  and  order ;  a  very  small  number  of  troops 

Bufflcient.  

W.  H.  SMITH, 

Governor. 


[Telegram  dated  Porterville,  Alabama,  July  8, 1870 ;  received  at  Hontsville,  Alabama,  8th.] 

5b  General  Cra/vtford : 

Send  a  company  of  soldiers  to  Ashville  at  once  to  keep  the  peace ;  two  hundred 
men  are  under  arms. 

W.  J.  HARALSON. 
L.  J.  STANDIFER. 


[Telegram  dated  Chattanooga,  Tennenee,  July  12, 1870 ;  received  at  Hmitsville,  Alabama,  ISith.] 

To  General  Crawford,  commander,  EuntsviUe,  Alabama  : 

Thirty-six  armed  men  got  on  our  train  last  Saturday,  at  Ashville,  and  went  tc 
Springville ;  they  refused  to  pay  their  fare.  They  said  the  sheriff  would  settle  it.  We 
desire  you  to  send  troops.  a  ^  r-^  T  /> 

J.  C.  STANTON,  ^O^ie 

General  Superintendent, 
J.  B.  WEAVER, 

SuperinlmUhnt. 
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[TetegnuB  dated  MontgoBMrj,  Alabama,  October  11, 1871 ;  reoelred  October  llilL} 

To  General  Crawford  : 

Can  you  send  on  my  re^nieition  a  company  of  United  States  soldiers  to  Marengo 
County  on  to-morrow  or  Frida  jr  f  There  are  troops  at  Meridian  more  convenient,  pos- 
sibly, than  those  under  your  immediate  command.  Inform  immediately  and  I  will 
.telegraph  more  fully. 

EOBT  B.  LINDSAY, 

Governor  of  Alabama. 


Affidavit  of  Wilie  McGrtger, 

Statb  of  Alabama,  County  of  Madison: 

On  this  18th  day  of  May,  1871,  personally  appeared  before  me,  James  H.  Bone,  clerk 
of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  Wilie  McGregor,  resi- 
dent of  Limestone  County,  State  of  Alabama,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  savs 
that  on  or  about  the  night  of  Monday,  15th  May,  1871,  wnile  he  was  at  his  son-in-laws. 
William  Lambert,  seven  miles  northwest  from  Athens,  near  Johnson^s  Mills,  about  8 
p.  m.,  three  men  dressed  in  disguise  came  into  the  room  where  the  family  were  as- 
sembled, and  I  was  lying  on  a  bed  in  that  room.  The  door  being  part  open,  they 
wsdked  in  without  knocking,  with  pistols  in  their  hands,  and  came  to  the  bed  1^  was 
on :  one  of  these  men  told  him  to  pet  up  and  go  with  them,  he  spoke  in  a  dis^^ulsed  voice, 
and  he  took  hold  of  me  by  my  shirt  bosom,  which  he  tore  in  trying  to  pulTme  up  firom 
the  bed,  by  jerking  me  on  the  bed — not  giving  me  a  chance  to  get  up  myself; 
they  kept  hold  of  me,  and  still  kept  their  pistols  pointed  at  my  person,  forced  me  out 
of  the  hoQse,*(ono  of  the  other  men  came  to  my  left  side  and  the  other  behind  me,)  and 
made  me  walk  about  two  hundred  yards  from  tne  house ;  the^  all  this  time  were  ta]^ng 
to  me,  but  I  cannot  now  remember  the  words  or  their  expressions ;  they  were  evidently 
uttered  in  a  disguised  tone  of  voice.  When  they  halted  they  got  a  rope,  which  evidently 
to  me  they  had  brought  with  them,  and  put  the  said  rope  around  my  neck,  the  other  end 
they  threw  over  a  limb  of  a  tree;  the  said  limb,  I  am  certain^  was  large  and  strong 
enough  to  bear  more  than  my  weight,  and  stretched  the  rope  sufiScientl^  to  cause  me 
much  pain,  and  to  choke  me,  saying  at  the  same  time  that  they  wanted  me  to  give  them 
one  hundred  dollars ;  that  a  man  had  lost  that  much,  and  that  I  had  taken  it  and  must 
confess  the  taking  and  give  it  to  them ;  they  did  not  mention  any  name  as  that  of  the 
owner  of  the  lost  one  hundred  dollars.  \  told  them  that  I  did  not  have  the  money, 
that  I  had  not  taken  it,  and  would  die  before  I  would  confess  any  such  thing.  I  said, 
if  you  will  spare  my  life,  I  will  pay  to  Tobe  Taylor  one  hundred  dollacs  to-mottow, 
before  or  by  10  o'clock ;  then  they  said,  if  we  let  yon  go  now,  will  you  be  sure  to  pay 
this  money  f  I  promised  them  again,  and  as  many  as  three  or  four  times  I  promised  them 
to  do  so.  They  then  took  the  rope  from  around  my  neck,  and  one  of  them  struck  me 
on  the  back  of  the  neck  with,  I  think,  a  gun-barrel,  saying,  now  double-quick  to  the 
house.  When  we  reached  the  outside  of  the  house  I  saw  three  or  four  more  men,  but 
they  did  not  come  down  to  the  tree. 

WILIE  McGREGEE. 

Swom^to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  18lh  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1871. 

JAMES  H.  BONE,  Cfarfc 

Thb  State  of  Alabama,  County  of  Madison: 

I.  James  H.  Bone,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  said  county  of  Madison,  State 
of  Alabama,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  affidavit  is  a  correct  and 
true  copy  of  original  now  on  file  in  this  office. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand,  at  office,  in  the  city  of  Huntsville,  this 
18th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1871. 

JAMES  H.  BONE. 

Clerh  Circuit  Court 


Demopolis,  Alabama,  Ooiob^r  34*1871. 

BETSEY  WESTBROOK  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Que$tion,  Where  do  you  live  f  n   ^   d  h  OoOqIc 

JMwer.  1  have  been  staying  down  with  Judge  O'Connor,^' out  jdeias  n^ed  oat, and 

I  am  fixing  to  move  mysmf. 
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QiMvKofi.  Where  did  yoa  live  before  yon  eame  here  f 

An9t€er.  In  Jeffersou :  in  the  citv  of  Jefferson. 

QuetiiaH,  Is  that  in  tnis  connty  f 

Anncef.  It's  about  eleven  miles  from  here,  down  in  Jefferson  beat* 

Question.  What  was  vour  husband's  name  f 

Answer.  Bobin  Westbrook. 

Qweathu,  Has  hh  been  killed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  killed. 

i^uestion.  How  lonff  aso  f  | 

Answer.  He  was  kmed  the  18th  of  July. 

Question.  Of  this  present  year  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  this  year. 

Question.  Where  was  he  killed  f 

Answer.  He  was  killed  right  in  the  house,  right  where  I  was  staying,  living  with  a 
man  named  Jaines  Norwood. 

Question.  Yon  may  give  to  the  committee  the  particulars  of  his  being  killed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Go  on  and  state  the  whole  case. 

Answer.  At  the  first  beginning  they  came  up  behind  the  house  that  night — ^the  white 
men  came  up  behind  the  house. 

Qwestion.  Did  they  have  dis^ises  on  their  faces! 

Answer.  One  of  them  had  his  face  smutted,  and  another  had  on  a  knit  cap  on  his 
fibce. 

Question.  How  many  of  them  were  there  f 

Answer.  Six  men  came  in  the  house  and  one  staid  at  the  door,  making  seven,  and 
there  was  some  standing  at  the  windows. 

Question.  Were  they  armed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  all  were  armed ;  they  tdl  had  arms  with  them  that  I  saw. 

Question.  Pistols  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  man  that  killed  my  husband  had  a  pistol  about  that  long, 
[six  inches.] 

Question.  Was  this  after  night  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  about  11  o'clock  at  night. 

Question.  HsmI  you  gone  to  bed  f 

Answer.  1  was  gone  to  bed,  but  he  was  not. 

Question.  What  did  these  men  say  they  came  for  f 

Answer.  They  didn't  say.  They  first  came  and  shot  about  seven  barrels  through  the 
window,  at  the  end  of  the  house,  at  his  head.  He  called  Mr.  Norwood,  and  told  him 
somebody  was  breaking  in  the  house,  and  Mr.  Norwood,  after  he  heard  him,  came  out, 
and  they  told  him  not  to  come ;  they  didn't  wish  to  hurt  him.  They  told  him  to  open 
his  door.    He  said  he  wouldn't  for  any  man  at  that  time. 

Qusstion.  Who? 

Answer.  The  white  man.  They  said,  '*  You  had  better  open  it,  it  will  be  better  for 
you."  One  of  them  said,  "  Get  a  rail  and  bust  the  door  down."  They  went  to  the  fence 
and  got  a  rail  and  broke  down  the  outside  door.  We  shut  ourselves  up  then  in  another 
room  in  the  back  of  the  house,  and  they  got  another  rail  and  busted  open  the  back  door, 
and  one  of  them  said,  **  Baise  a  li^ht."  I  was  sitting  on  a  little  basket  on  the  hear^. 
They  picked  it  up  and  pitched  it  m  the  fire,  and  it  had  grease  on  it,  and  it  blazed  up 
and  made  a  light.  Then  they  saw  where  they  stood,  and  one  of  tbem  run  in  and  began 
to  strike  him  over  the  head,  aAd  says,  "  You  are  that  damnedsonof  bitch  Westbrook  V 
He  says,  **  Yes,  I  am."  The  man  struck  him  with  his  gun.  The  man  had  a  gun  and 
run  at  him  and  struck  him  on  the  head,  and  his  hat  fell  off  of  his  head.  Then  my  hus- 
band took  the  dog-iron  up  and  he  struck  three  or  four  of  them,  and  the  first  man  he 
struck  he  knocked  down.  They  got  him  jammed  up  in  the  corner^  and  one  man  went 
around  behind  him  and  put  two  loads  out  of  a  double  barreled  gun  m  his  shoulders. 

Question.  Did  he  go  around  outside  of  the  house  f 

Answer.  No.  sir;  but  he  came  around  behind  him  as  he  was  there,  and  put  two  loads 
out  of  a  double  barreled  ffun  in  his  shoulder,  and  then  he  dropped  the  dog-iron  down ; 
and  another  man  says.  '*  Kill  him,  God  damn  him,"  and  he  took  a  pistol  and  shot  him 
right  down,  here  in  tne  neck,  over  the  left  shoulder.  Then  he  fell  right  down  and 
hollered.    He  didn't  live  more  than  half  an  hour  after  they  shot  him. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  then  f 

Answer.  After  he  fell  and  hollered,  then  they  Just  all  got  up  and  run  out  They  left 
that  hat  lying  there,  and  one  of  the  men  came  back  and  got  that  hat.  That  was  the 
first  man  that  felL  He  dropped  down,  and  they  took  him  out  of  the  house  and  set  him 
under  the  chimney  back  of  a  tree,  and  the  blooa  strung  across  the  housed  and  the£enoe, 
and  the  cotton  patch,  and  in  the  road.  Oooolp 


QuesWm.  Did  they  go  away  then  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  my  boy  was 
he  says,  '*  Mammy,  what  must  I  do  f  "  and 


Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;'but  my  boy  was  in  there  while  they  were  killing  my  husband,  and 
'    "  ' I  says, ''Jump  outdoors  and  run."    ' 
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went  to  the  door  and  a  white  man  took  him  by  the  arm,  and  says,  "  G — d  d— n  yon,  I 
will  fix  yon  too,"  but  he  snatched  himself  loose  and  got  out  of  the  door,  and  anotb^ 
one  whacked  him  on  the  back  of  the  head,  but  he  eot  away.  They  shot  two  loads 
after  him,  but  he  got  clear  away.  If  I  hadn't  made  him  run  they  would  hav«  killed 
him  too ;  they  were  going  to  kill  them  both. 

QuesiUm,  Did  you  know  any  of  these  men  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  knew  the  voices  of  two  before  they  came  into  the  house. 

QiLCSiion,  Give  their  names. 

Anmoer,  One  of  them  was  Wash.  Elkins,  and  the  other  was  Mr.  John  Omdip,  who 
used  to  be  the  justice  of  the  peace  in  Jefferson. 

Que8tion.  Did  you  know  any  of  the  rest  f 

Answer,  I  knew  Sid  Lipscomb.    He  was  in  the  band.    I  certainly  knowed  them  tiiree. 

Question,  Did  they  live  in  Jefferson  t  * 

Answer.  Mr.  Crudip  lives  there.  Wash.  Elkins  lives  two  miles  from  thete ;  and  Sid 
Lipscomb  about  three  miles. 

Question,  How  many  of  those,  whom  you  saw,  had  diu^ses  on  f 

Answer,  One  of  them  had  his  face  smutted,  and  another  one  had  a  knit  ci^  on  his 
fsuce.    He  was  a  boy  about  four  feet  and  a  half  high. 

Question,  What  were  they  mad  at  your  husband  about  f 

Answer,  He  just  would  nold  up  his  head  and  say  he  was  a  strong  radical ;  he  would 
hang  on  to  that,  and  Wash.  Elkins  came  here  one  time  this  summer,  and  went  on  his 
bond  and  carried  him  out  to  work  on  his  plantation,  and  while  my  husband  was  in 
jail  I  went  to  Mrs.  Norwood.  He  gave  me  a  room  for  my  washing  and  ironing,  and 
when  my  husband  got  out  of  jail  he  wanted  my  husband  to  make  me  break  my  con- 
tract, and  Saturday  evening  he  got  mad  at  my  husband  because  he  didn't  make  me 
break  my  contract,  and  then  he  put  a  chain  on  bis  neck  and  took  him  to  George  Whit- 
field's house,  and  they  staid  there  all  night ;  and  Sunday  they  fetched  him  back  to 
Jefferson  again,  and  sent  for  me  to  come  out  there.  I  told  them  I  wasn't  going  because 
I  couldn't  break  my  contract.  He  jumps  over  the  fence  and  drawed  that  same  pistol 
on  me,  and  said  he  would  blow  my  brams  out.  Ten  or  twelve  white  men  were  there ; 
Reub.  Bryant  was  there,  and  catched  hold  of  his  hand  and  told  him  he  had  better  not 
hurt  me.  Mr.  Norwood  was  standing  there  at  the  same  time,  leaning  up  against  the 
fence,  and  I  said  I  could  prove  by  Mrs.  Norwood  that  I  made  a  contract  to  do  the 
washing,  and  he  said,  '*  Don't  tell  me  about  Mr.  Norwood  ;  he  is  as  damned  a  rascal  as 
you,"  and  he  left  me  and  catched  hold  of  Mr.  Norwood  and  drawed  his  pistol  on  him, 
and  Mr.  Norwood's  wife  went  there  and  got  him  away  from  there. 

Question,  Who  did  this? 

Answer,  That  was  Wash.  Elkins  that  was  doing  all  this.  He  was  Wash.  Elkins's 
brother-in-law.  He  did  this  on  Saturday  evening  because  I  wouldn't  go.  He  came  to 
the  gate  and  told  me,  '^  Robin  shall  never  do  you  no  good ;  I'll  never  rest  until  I  kUl 
him.''  He  told  me  that  to  my  teeth,  and  I  knowed  they  were  ^ing  to  kill  my  husband 
tiiat  week  they  killed  him.  I  told  him  so,  and  I  tried  to  get  mm  out  of  Jefferson,  but 
he  said  he  hadii't  done  nothing  and  wouldn't  go.  They  had  promised  to  kill  kim,  and 
I  knew  they  were  going  to  kifi  him. 

Question,  Was  there  a  coroner's  inquest  held  over  your  husband  after  he  was  killed  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Lawyer  Jackson,  from  Linden,  was  up  there,  and  some  other  men ; 
twelve  were  there  in  Jefferson  beat. 

QuestAon.  Were  you  examined  as  a  witness  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  your  son  f 

Answer,  Yes.  sir ;  my  son,  too. 

Question,  What  was  done  with  any  of  those  men  who  killed  your  husband  f 

Answer,  They  didn't  do  anything  with  them.  They  never  made  no  botherationt 
they  didn't  seek  after  them.  If  they  had  sought  after  them  they  would  have  finuid 
some  of  them  lying  up  with  the  lick  my  husband  had  struck  with  his  dog-iron. 

Question,  You  say  no  warrant  was  ever  issued  for  the  arrest  of  any  of  those  men  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  took  our  names  down  that  we  knew  he  was  killed  by  a  ffim. 
That  was  all  I  could  understand  that  was  done.  They  didn't  bother  about  anything 
else  that  I  could  see. 

Question,  Did  they  threaten  yon  after  that  t 

Answer,  No,  sir;  thev  ^dn't  say  a  word  to  me  that  night. 

Question.  But  after  that  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  after  that  I  heard  it  unong  the  black  folks  that  they  were  flziDg 
to  kill  me,  and  I  had  to  come  out  and  leave  mv  bed-clothes,  and  all  my  thmgs  ia  ia 
Jefferson,  and  I  have  nothing  but  what  Judge  O'Connor  and  his  wife  gave  me — no  bed, 
notlkhig.  I  left  all  my  bed-clothes  and  everything  there.  I  hare  nothing  but  just 
what  they  «i>ve  me. 

Question,  XQxx  say  they  were  mad  with  your  husband  because  he  was  a  radical  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  always  would  stand  up  and  tell  them  he  was  a  radioaL    He 
-^hat  all  the  time ;  he  was  a  strong  radical. 
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Questhn,  Were  these  three  men  whom  yon  recognized,  democrats  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  was.  I  have  never  known  them  to  he  nothing  else  hat 
democrats  f 

QueetUm,  Have  yon  known  of  any  other  colored  people  heing  Interfered  with  heside 
yourself? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  he  hasn't  interfered  with  any  colored  people  that  I  know  of;  we 
hadn't  bothered  with  them. 

QuesHon.  Have  any  been  distarbed  about  Jefferson  at  any  time  T 

Answer,  No,  sir :  I  don't  think  any  of  the  colored  people  had  any  bill  against  him  for 
anything  he  had  done. 

(>ue8tion,  I  mean  to  ask  whether  any  of  the  colored  people  there  beside  yonr  husband 
and  your  son  have  been  interfered  with  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
QitesHon,  Have  you  heard  of  any  colored  men  or  boys  being  whipped  down  there  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  whipped  a  fellow  named  Reub.  Hildreth  one  Sunday,  but  the 

man  that  whipped  him  is  deao.    He  died  about  a  week  and  a  half  after  my  husband 

died. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  Who  whipped  him  f 
Answer,  John  Beaman.    He  cut  Seub.  with  his  knife. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  you  known  any  other  colored  men  in  that  vicinity  who  have  been  shot 
or  shot  at  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  don't  remember  any  others  being  shot  while  I  was  down  there  | 
if  there  was  I  don't  remember  it. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  Eu-Klux  down  there  f 

Answer.  Since  I  came  away  t 

Question.  At  any  time. 

Answer.  Not  since  I  came  away.  I  know  they  were  there  when  I  was  down  there 
eonstantly. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  any  of  them  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  until  that  night  that  they  came  in  on  top  of  my  husband  to 
kill  him. 

Question.  Had  you  heard  of  them  before  that  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  and  was  expecting  them  to  oome  and  kill  my  husband  every 
night. 

By  BIr.  Bi.air  : 

Question,  Where  are  Wash.  Elkins,  and  John  Crudip,  and  Sid  Lipscomb  f 

Answer,  John  Crudip  lives.in  Jefferson ;  Sid  Lipscomb  lives  about  three  miles  from 
there ;  and  Wash.  Elkins  about  two. 

QuesHon.  Are  they  still  living  there  f 

Answer^  Yes,  sir;  they  were  all  here  in  town  a  Saturday  or  two  ago. 

Question.  You  say  Wash,  Elkins  got  your  husband  out  of  Jail  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  he  was  mad  with  him  because  he  wouldn't  make  me  break  my 
contract  and  go  and  work  with  him. 

Question,  Answer  my  questions. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  got  him  out  of  jaiL 

Question.  What  was  be  in  jail  for  T 

Answer.  Him  and  Doctor  Smith  made  a  contract,  after  we  moved  down  to  Doctor 
Smith's  plantation,  to  have  two  mules.  Doctor  Smith  took  his  best  mule  away  from 
him  and  gave  it  to  another  man.  The  other  man  had  a  stubborn  mule  that  they 
couldn't  manage,  and  he  gave  it  to  my  husband,  and  he  told  him  then, ''  Yon  take  that 
mule  and  work  him  ;"  my  husband  said,  *'  Yon  took  the  best  mule  I  had  and  gave  it  to 
another  sqnad,  and  I  will  not  put  a  bridle  on  that  mule."  He  says,  '*  God  blast  you,  if 
you  don't  do  what  I  tell  yon,  get  off  of  my  plantation."  My  husband  took  him  at  his 
word,  and  when  we  went  down  to  Linden,  the  fourth  Monday  in  March,  he  put  him  in 
Jail,  and  he  staid  in  Jail  until  in  June,  and  I  believe  it  was  in  May  that  Wash«  Elkins 
came  and  got  him  out,  and  stood  his  bond  to  set  him  to  his  plantation  to  go  to  work. 
I  had  a  contract  with  Mrs.  Norwood  and  wouldn't  break  it,  and  because  my  husband 
wouldn't  make  me  break  the  contract,  he  dragged  him  up  and  down  Jefferson  all  day 
Snnday  with  a  chain  around  his  neck. 

Question,  What  did  he  want  with  you  f 

Answer,  He  wanted  me  to  go  and  work  over  there.  My  husband  said.  "  Let  my  wifb 
stay  where  she  is ;  she  will  l^  an  expense  to  me  and  in  my  w&y,  and  she  won't  oreak 
her  contract."  _ 

Question,  What  did  yon  say  about  George  Whitfield  f 
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Answer.  The  Saturday  they  put  a  chain  around  his  neofe,  George  Whitfield  took  uiy 
husband  down  to  his  house  and  kept  him  there  all  nif^t,  and  took  him  back  Sunday  to 
make  me  go  to  his  house,  and  I  wonldn^  go ;  and  they  took  him  on  Monday  moniintf 
up  here  to  Deroopolit  and  put  him  back  in  jaiL  And  then  I  was  working  for  Mr.  Btu 
Kelley  for  four  bits  a  day.  and  I  got  him  to  come  and  get  him  out  of  jail  for  me.  W« 
were  both  then  working  m  Mr.  Keiley.  As  soon  as  I  got  him  cot  to  the  grass  (I  was 
hoeing  for  him  then)  he  said  he  wouldn't  hoe  there  any  longer ;  that  they  were  going 
to  killhim,  and  he  would  move  to  Demopolis,  and  before  he  could  move  to  Demopolls 
they  came  in  on  him  on  Tuesday  night  and  killed  him. 

Question,  Where  is  Mr.  Norwood  f 

Answer,  He  is  living  in  JeSenon, 

Question.  Who- held  the  inquest  on  your  husband's  body  t 

Answer.  Mr.  Jackson  from  Linden,  and  some  other  men— Zaol^ White  amongst  thsHL 
I  don't  know  all  the  names,  but  there  was  twelve  men  of  them.  I  don't  know  that 
there  was  another  man  from  Linden  except  SakO  Jackson. 

Qtiestion.  Who  was  Mr.  Jackson  f 

Answer.  He  is  a  lawyer  who  stays  at  Linden. 

Question.  Is  he  the  coroner  t 

Answer,  I  don't  know,  sir,  but  they  caUs  him  by  the  name  of  Lawyer  Jackson.  Tliey 
call  him  Sam  Jackson,  and  he  was  tue  only  one  from  Linden  that  I  know  anything  oL 
He  was  the  one  that  took  our  namels  down  that  day. 

Question,  Did  you  give  your  testimony  before  him  t 

Answer.  Yes ;  and  my  son,  too.  > 

Question.  Your  sou  also  testified  that  day  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  tell  them  you  knew  Wash.  Elkinst 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  if  I  had  told  it  I  would  have  ^t  billed  right  there  before  J  lefit.  I 
had  to  run  out  from  there  to  keep  from  gettiui^  killed. 

Question.  Did  you  tell  him  yon  knew  John  Crudip  f 

Answer.  I  didn't  tell  him  I  knew  a  soul ;  if  I  had  told  him  I  would  have  lost  my  life 
before  night.  I  had  to  keep  myself  hid  as  close  as  I  could  all  the  time  I  was  there 
until  I  got  a  chance  to  slip  out. 

Question.  Have  you  made  aqy  complaint  against  these  men  before  any  magistrate 
since  that  time  f 

Axsufsr.  None  but  Mr.  Drake. 

Qttestion.  Does  hC  live  here  t 

Anstce!^.  Yes,  sir :  he  is  here. 

Question.  What  did  he  do  f 

Answer.  He  took  it  down  on  the  paper. 

Question.  Was  that  allf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  aU. 

Question*  When  did  he  take  it  down  f 

Answer.  It  was  week  before  last ;  took  it  down  this  las^gone  Thursday,  a  week  ago. 

Question.  You  said  if  they  had  looked  for  the  men  they  would  have  found  some  of 
them  laid  up  with  the  blows  your  husband  had  given  them  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  if  they  had,  they  would  have  found  some  of  them  with  the  wounds 
he  put  on  them ;  and  if  they  had  looked  they  would  have  found  some  of  them  laying 
up,  for  they  bled  more  than  he  did.  They  strung  the  blood  all  the  way  fix>m  the  house, 
and  set  down  behind  the  house  where  the  blood  dropped  off  of  the  head.  Mr.  Norwood 
can  tell  the  same.    He  saw  where  they  went  over  tne  fence  and  strung  the  blood. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Norwood  examined  before  the  inquest  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  came  in  there  after  he  was  dead,  and  we  had  the  lamp  and  lookted 
Where  they  had  shot  him. 

Ques^on.  Was  he  before  Mr.  Jackson  and  the  Jury  t 

Ansuaer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  testify  f 

Answer.  They  didn't  nobody  testify  but  me  and  my  son  and  Doctor  MoGowan.  He 
Bti^s  at  Jeffers<m  beat,  too. 

QuesUon.  How  could  they  look  for  them  if  you  did  not  tell  whom  yon  thought  they 
were ;  you  did  not  intimate  anv  suspicion  who  were  wounded  t 

Answer.  They  couldn't  look  for  them  at  aU ;  but  I  couldn't  tell  it  without  being  killed 
ri^t  there.  If  I  had  told  them  I  would  have  lost  my  life  right  there.  I  had  to  keep 
hid  all  the  time.    I  kept  hid  for  two  weeks  there,  before  I  got  out. 

Question.  You  say  you  came  here  in  consequence  of  their  threatening  you  t 

Ans%Dtr.  Yes,  sir ;  tnat^s  why  I  kept  hid. 

Question.  Who  told  you  they  threatened  you  f 

A/HSfwer.  There  was  a  black  man  told  me  about  it.  I  met  them  on  the  street,  one 
night  in  Jefferson.  When  I  came  out  I  would  go  out  after  dark  to  Mr.  Norwood's,  and 
I  met  two  on  the  street^  and  they  told  me  I  had  better  get  out  of  Jefferson  as  soon  as  I 
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could ;  that  tbey  were  going  to  kill  me,  lor  they  Bnsjtected  I  knew  who  some  of  them 
"weroy  and  they  exx>ecte€[  I  would  tell  it,  and  tb^  would  kill  me  H'  they  got  a  ohance. 

Question*  What  weiie  the  names  of  these  hlack  men  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know  the  names,  or  who  the  men  were ;  it  was  dark.  I  tiled  to  slip 
ont,  and  get  oat  of  the  way  of  them.  They  inst  told  me  to  get  oat  of  Jefferson  as 
•oon  as  I  conld.    I  never  maoo  no  lone  tarry.    I  slipped  out  as  quick  as  I  could. 

Question.  Who  is  Wash.  Elkins  f    What  does  he  do  t 

Anstper.  He  don't  do  anything  hut  farm  soaietimes ;  he  makes  dwelling-hoBses  and 
gin-houses. 

Question.  That  is,  he  builds  houses  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  a  farmer. 

Question.  Do  you  say  John  CnkHp  is  a  justice  of  the  peace  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  used  to  be  Justice  ii  the  peace  in  Jefferson. 

Question.  What  does  Sid  Ldpsoomb  do  f 

Answer.  He  is  forming. 

Qu^Uon.  You  say  there  was  a  boy  amone  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  about  four  foot  and  a  milf  high.  He  had  a  knit  cap  over  his  flRoe. 

Question.  Who  was  he  t 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  I  did  take  it  to  be  Mr.  Crudip's  son,  but  I  didnt  know  him 
exactly.    I  took  it  to  be  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  the  man  your  husband  knocked  down,  and  who 
TTas  carried  off  bleedimrf 

Answer.  It  wa6  Sid  Lipscomb  j  he  was  knocked  Qown,  because  he  laid  up  for  two 
-weeks  from  the  lick  he  struck  hun. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  say  they  killed  him  because  he  was  a  radical  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  would  jnst  stand  up  and  tell  them  he  was  a  radical,  a  strong 
radical,  and  Wash.  Elkins  had  this  fpudge  against  him ;  him  and  Mr.  Crudip,  too,  for 
about  two  weeks.  Mr.  Crudip  and  him  had  a  fuss  one  Sunday,  and  my  boy  was  hired 
to  him,  and  he  said  my  husband  made  my  boy  meaner  than  he  ever  was.  Crudip  came 
up  to  see  my  husband,  coraiuff  from  church,  and  wanted  to  see  him.  I  said,  ^*  JRobin, 
he  is  after  meddling  with  yon?'  When  he  got  in  the  yard,  Kobin  turned  around,  and  he 
net  him  with  a  long  pine  stick  that  he  picked  up  at  Mr.  Norwood's  wood-pile,  and  he 
run  up  to  him,  and  struck  him  two  licks  with  it.  I  heard  something,  and  I  Uiou^ht  it 
was  him  and  Robin  fussing.  Robin  snatched  the  stick,  and  said,  "Don't  hit  me 
again."  He  took  out  his  kmfe,  and  then  I  lit  out  of  doors,  and  took  the  stick  out  of 
his  hand,  and  took  him  away,  because  Mr.  Crudip  would  have  killed  him.  He  came  in 
the  house,  and  I  went  out  again,  and  Mr.  Crudip  started  off.  Robin  went  up  the  lane, 
and  Mr.  Crudip  was  still  standing  up  the  lane,  and  he  said  that  if  he  came  past  him 
he  would  knock  him  down,  ^ooin  said,  "  I  will  not  go  out  of  my  road ;  I  haven't 
been  doing  nothing  to  nobody."  Cnidip  says,  "  You  uian't  come  out  in  this  road." 
He  says,  "  I  will."  Says  Crudip),  "  Damn  you,  I  will  knock  you  down  if  you  do."  Robin 
says,  "  If  you  hit  me  again  this  evening,  somebodv  will  die."  Then  my  husband  was 
going  up  to  the  fence  to  get  a  rail  off  of  it,  and  then  I  run  up  the  lane,  and  got  him 
and  took  him  in  the  house,  and  wouldn't  let  him  go  out  any  more.  Mr.  Crudip  says,  "  I 
will  give  you  ten  days  to  get  out  of  JeffiBrson."  Me  and  Robin  was  working  with  Mr* 
Kelley  then,  and  we  worked  on  two  weeks  after  that  fuss,  and  When  me  and  him  oame 
back  in  Jefferson  a^ain,  on  Saturday  morning,  on  Tuesday  night  they  killed  him. 

Question.  What  did  you  say  about  Rufus  Bryant  taking  him  by  the  hand  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  took  Wash.  Elkins  by  the  hand  and  prevented  him  from  strikii^ 
me  ;  he  had  his  pistol  drawn  on  me.  Reub.  Bryant  told  him  not  to  do  that ;  that  it 
would  make  a  m^ty  fuss.  He  told  me  tiien  if  X  Just  budged  he  would  blow  a 
hole  through  me  with  that  nist<d. 

Question.  Wi^s  Norwood  tnaief 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  both  of  Crudip's  sons.    Them  three  was  leaning  <m  the  fence. 

Question.  You  say  he  cursed  Mr.  Norwood,  too  f 

Ansu^er.  Yes,  sir.  He  said,  '*  Don't  tell  me  about  Mr.  Norwood,  he  is  as  damned  a 
rascal  as  you  is ; "  and  Mr.  Norwood  asked  him  what  he  was  making  a  fuss  for.  He 
said  it  was  not  him  that  made  the  fuss;  it  was  me  and  his  wife  mMe  tibke  contract; 
and  he  went  up  to  Mr.  Norwood  and  drawed  his  pistol  on  him. 

CiM»<ion.  Whatdidhesayf       ' 

Ansicer.  I  walked  away  from  them  and  left  them  quarreling.  I  know  Mr.  Nor- 
wood told  him  he*  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  1 1^  them  quarreling.  Reuben 
Bryant  still  held  on  to  him  and  tried  to  stop  him,  and  I  told  Mr.  Norwood's  wife,  and 
she  went  out  and  brought  them  in  the  yard.  Right  then  my  husband  had  a  chain 
around  his  neck.  _ 
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DEMOPOUSy  Alabama,  October  24, 1871* 

TILLER  REESE  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live! 

Anetoer,  I  have  been  staying  at  Judge  O'Connor's,  but  I  hare  mored  now  and  woik 
at  the  steam-mill  with  Mr.  Richardson. 

QueatioH.  Are  ^ou  a  son  of  Betsy  Westbrook  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  do  yon  know  of  the  killing  of  Robert  Westbrook  f 

Answer.  I  was  there  when  they  came  to  tne  door  ;  I  was  lying  down ;  I  had  jnst 
lighted  my  pipe  and  laid  down.  One  of  them  came  to  the  door  and  says,  '*  Old  man, 
open  the  door ; ''  he  says,  **  Who  is  that  f  "  the  man  says,  '*  O^n  the  door ; "  he  says, 
"  No ;  I  don't  open  my  door  for  no  man  at  night.''  The  man  says,  '*  Old  man,  it  is  best 
for  you  to  open  the  door  and  come  out,  for  we  are  ffoing  to  whip  yon  anyhow."  He 
says,  ^^  No ;  I  can't  help  that ;"  then  the  man  said,  "  I  will  break  it  down,  then." 
Westbrook  sa^s,  ''It  is  not  my  house,  it's  Mr.  Norwood's  house."  Then  I  hestl  him 
say,  "Get  a  nul  and  break  the  door  open,"  and  when  the  man  said  get  a  rail  and  break 
the  door  open,  he  stepped  to  the  window  and  hollered  for  Mr.  Norwood,  and  a  man  ran 
around  and  shot  through  the  window  seven  times  at  him,  but  didn't  hit  him ;  when 
they  found  they  didn't  hit  him,  some  of  them  got  a  rail  and  broke  the  first  door  down 
and  we  were  in  the  back  room,  and  then  they  broke  the  second  door  and  came  in  the 
room  where  we  were.  He  came  in  with  a  double-barreled  gun,  and  there  wore  some 
two  or  three  behind  him. 

Question.  Who  came  in  f  * 

Answer.  Some  white  folks ;  I  took  them  to  be  folks  I  know ;  they  were  whit-e  folks. 
He  says, ''  You  are  the  damn  son  of  a  bitch  I  want,"  and  made  a  lick  at  him  with  a 
double-barreled  gun ;  my  step-father  said,  "  Yes.  and  I  will  hurt  some  of  you  before  I 
get  through,"  and  the  man  struck  him  over  the  nead  with  his  ffun ;  my  8tep-&therbad 
a  fire-dog  in  his  hand,  and  when  the  man  struck  him  with  the  gun  be  struck  at  the 
man  with  the  fire-dog ;  at  that  the  whole  crowd  came  in  and  commenced  shooting  at 
him  and  hollered  **  Snoot  him,  shoot  him."  He  was  in  the  comer  where  my  mother 
was,  and  when  they  commenced  shooting  I  went  out  in  the  front  room  and  s^u^ed  to 
go  out  of  doors ;  a  man  was  at  the  door  and  said  to  me,  *'  Stand  back  or  I  will  blow 
your  damn  brains  out,  God  damn  you."  I  stood  beside  the  door,  aud  a  little  low  man, 
about  lour  feet  and  a  half  high,  I  reckon,  with  a  black  knit  cap  over  his  head  and 
face,  caught  me  by  the  hand  and  led  me  out  of  doors.  Before  that  one  came  out  with 
his  mce  all  smooted  and  his  bosom  covered  with  blood.  This  little  low  man  catohed 
me  by  the  hand  and  went  to  lead  me  out  of  the  door,  and  when  I  got  in  the  door  I 
caught  on  the  door-facing  and  jerked  loose  from  him  and  jumped  out  over  another 
man  standing  at  the  door,  and  as  I  Jumped  out  the  man  struck  me  on  the  back  of  the 
head  with  his  ^n,  and  I  run  and  he  shot  two  barrels  of  the  donblo-barreled  shot-gun 
at  me  by  the  time  I  had  run  about  fifteen  steps,  I  reckon. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  then  f 

Answer.  I  kept  running,  and  went  away  fhnn  there  and  never  went  back  until  the 
next  morning.    I  went  back  next  morning  and  my  step-father  was  dead« 

QuesUon.  Did  you  know  any  of  those  men  that  came  to  the  house  t 

Ansfwer.  Well,  I  never  saw  but  one  of  them.  I  saw  two  of  them--one  at  the  door. 
I  saw  his  face  and  I  caught  his  voice,  who  he  was. 

Qkwstion*  Who  was  there  f 

Anaiwer.  I  caught  his  voice  to  be  Wash.  Elkins.  When  I  went  to  the  door  he  said 
''  Stand  back."  I  told  my  mother  next  morning  that  that  was  Wash.  Elkins ;  then 
this  little  low  man  with  the  knit  cap  over  his  head  was  Georgy  Crudip. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  tnat  came  to  the  house  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  exactly ;  I  never  saw  but  three  men,  so  many  came  in  the 
house.  My  mother  said  there  were  six  in  the  hopse,  but  I  didn't  see  exactly  bow 
many,  because  we  had  no  light  in  the  back  room.  I  didn't  see  but  three,  bnt  there 
was  so  many  I  could  not  tell  who  they  were.  I  told  my  mother  there  was  one  out  of 
doors,  and  my  mother  said  there  was  six  in  the  house ;  that  would  make  seven. 

Question,  How  many  shots  did  you  hear  fired  f  ^  _^ 

Answer.  I  heard  them  twice  in  the  house  in  the  room  where  we  were.  The  first 
time  they  shot  I  didn't  hear  anybody  say  anything ;  the  next  time  I  heard  my  step- 
father say  **  O  Lord  have  mercy  ;"  then  the  next  .two  shots  they  fixed  at  me,  and  I 
Jumped  out  of  the  door. 

Question.  Were  you  hitt 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  didn't  touch  me  neither  time  with  the  shot ;  thej  stmok  ns 
once  with  the  gun. 

Questiom.  Who  was  this  man  that  was  covered  with  blood f       r^ r^r>.rdr> 

Answer.  I  took  that  to  be  Sid.  Lipscomb.  <  ti^ed  by  \^OOg  IC 

QuesH^m.  Who  was  he;  did  he  live  near  there  f 
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Anmter.  Yee,  sir;  in  two  miles  and  a  half  of  Jefferson. 

Question.  Was  he  a  fanner  T 

Answer.  They  were  farming. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  them  say  anything  while  they  were  there  T 

Jn^tcer.  No,  sir ;  they  didn't  call  anybody *8  name ;  they  just  went  to  cursing  and 
shooting ;  they  didn't  call  any  one^s  name  in  the  buoch. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  to  your  step-father  ? 

Awneer.  The  didn't  say  anything,  only  they  wanted  him  to  come  out  of  the  house ; 
he  wouldn't  go ;  but  they  didn't  call  his  name ;  they  didn't  talk  any  with  him,  but 
said,  '*  Shoot  nim,  Ood  damn  him ;  shoot  him,  kill  him." 

(^tesUon.  Did  you  hear  them  say  anything  about  his  being  a  radical  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  that  passed. 

Question.  What  did  they  tell  him  they  were  whipping  him  fort 

Anstper.  I  don't  know,  sir ;  I  never  heard. 

QuesHon.  Were  you  there  when  the  coroner's  inquest  was  held  over  the  body  of 
your  step-father? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  was  there. 

Question,  Were  you  examined  as  a  witness  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

QuesHon.  Who  examined  you  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Frank— Mr.  Woolf,  I  forget  his  other  name. 

Question.  Was  Lawyer  Jackson  there! 

Answer.  I  think  that's  the  name ;  Frank  Jackson,  he  was  the  one. 

Question.  Where  did  he  liveT 

Answer.  He  staid  at  Linden. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Was  he  not  Sam.  Jackson  f  ' 

Answer.  I  expect  so ;  it  was  Frank  or  Sam.  Jackson,  one  of  them ;  it  was  Lawyer 
Jaokson ;  he  staid  at  Linden. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  When  did  you  come  away  from  Jefferson  f 

Answer.  I  came  away  from  Jefferson  on  the  19th  of  July. 

Question.  When  was  your  step-iaUier  killed  f 

Answer.  On  the  18th. 

Question.  You  left  the  next  day  T 

Answer.  He  was  killed  on  the  18th,  and  I  came  away  en  Thursday,  that  was  the  20th. 
Wednesday  was  the  19th  and  I  came  away  on  Thursday  the  20th,  after  he  was  burieil. 

Question.  You  came  here  to  Demopolis? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  made  you  leave  there? 

Anstoer.  Because  I  heard  the  black  folks  talking  about  it,  and  saying  the  whites  were 
whispering  about  killing  me — that  me  and  my  step-father  had  been  ruling  Jefferson 
long  enough  and  they  had  got  tired  of  it.  , 

Question.  How  ruling? 

Answer.  By  fighting,  I  reckon.  My  step-father  was  a  kind  of  a  man  that  would  not 
take  any  foolishness  from  a  white  man.  If  a  white  man  would  abuse  him  and  knock 
bim,  he  would  knock  him  back.  I  got  into  a  fuss  with  a  man  named  Watt  Bradley ; 
he  wanted  to  take  my  walking-stick  and  I  would  not  give  it  to  him  ;  he  wanted  to 
take  it  from  me  and  1  knocked  him  down  about  it ;  he  wanted  to  take  it  away  irom 
me  and  give  it  to  his  brother ;  there  was  a  whole  crowd  of  them  jami)ed  on  me  and 
whipped  me,  and  I  went  out  of  doors  and  got  me  another  stick  and  knocked  him  down 
with  it. 

Question.  Did  any  of  this  crowd  have  disguises  on  ? 

Answer.  I  didn't  see  but  two  that  I  saw  plain ;  that  was  the  one  that  had  the  knit 
cap  on,  and  the  other  one  had  his  face  smooted ;  they  had  on  all  plain,  every-day 
clothes. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  colored  men  being  whipped  or  abused  in  that 
part  of  the  county  ? 

Answer.  There  were  somo  whipped  down  there  before  he  was  killed,  I  believe ;  there 
was  two  whipped  down  there ;  they  knocked  one  down  and  laid  him  out  for  dead  for  a 
while ;  they  said  he  stole  some  things  out  of  the  store ;  I  don't  know  how  that  was ;  I 
waa  not  at  the  store  when  it  was  done. 

Question.  How  long  was  that  before  your  step-father  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  About  a  week. 

Question.  How  many  men  were  concerned  in  whipping  these  negroes  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  exactly  how  many ;  I  was  not  present  when  it  was  done. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  whether  they  were  disguised  or  not  ^  ^.  ..    . ,    GoO^Ic 
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Answer,  Those  that  whipped  them  folks,  I  heard  who  they  were  that  whipped  these 
colored  men  at  the  store. 

QiiestUm.  How  big  a  crowd  was  itT 

Answer.  It  was  right  smart  of  black  folks  and  white  folks  too ;  so  they  said ;  it  was 
Saturday  night ;  I  was  at  home ;  that  was  at  the  store. 

Question.  Was  it  in  daylight  or  at  night  that  they  were  whipped? 

A7i8wer.  In  the  night. 

Qu/'siioru  Were  they  whipped  at  their  house  where  they  lived  T 

Ansivcr.  No^  sir ;  up  in  Jefferson ;  there  at  the  store ;  they  lived  down  at  the  Shady 
Grove  place,  at  Mr.  Whitfield's  place. 

Question.  They  were  whipped  up  at  the  store  after  night  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  Ku-Elux  down  there  in  the  night-time  T 

Answer.  Since  that  time  T 

Qu'Cstian.  At  any  time  t 

Anm^er.  I  heard  talk  of  Ku-Klux  down  there,  but  I  had  never  saw  none. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  cases  whei-e  colored  men  have  been  whipped  ? 

Austcer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  living  on  Mr.  Norwood's  place  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  living  there  j  1  was  living  on  a  place  with  Mr.  John 
Crudip.  but  my  mother  staid  with  Mr.  Norwood,  and  I  us^  to  go  up  there  some  nights 
through  the  week. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Was  John  Crudip  a  justice  of  the  peace  T 

Answer.  He  used  to  be ;  they  called  him  'Squire  Crudip ;  he  had  quit  it  then,  I  believe ; 
I  was  on  a  farm  with  him. 

By  the  Chaikman  ; 

Question.  Was  your  step-father  on  Mr.  Norwood's  land  t 

Anmrcr.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  staying  there  of  a  night,  but  ho  had  been  working  with 
Mr.  Bill  Kelly  after  he  came  out  of  jail ;  he  was  in  jail  at  Demopolis,  and  Mr.  Bill 
Kelly  got  him  out,  and  that  night  he  got  home  with  his  wife,  and  he  didn't  work  Mon- 
day nor  Tuesday,  and  Tuesday  night  they  killed  him. 

Qnestion.  Has  anybody  ever  been  taken  np  or  punished  for  killing  your  step-father? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  as  I  know  of;  I  have  never  heard  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  say  these  two  colored  men  were  whipped  at  the  store  in  Jefferson  for 
stealing  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  is  what  they  said  ;  I  was  not  present  when  it  was  done. 

Qnestion.  Were  they  caught  stealing  at  the  store  ? 

Ansiver',  They  said  so ;  some  colored  men  told  me  that  they  saw  it,  and  that  tiiey 
accused  them  of  catching  them  stealing  a  pair  of  pantaloons  ont  of  the  store:  tliey 
said  they  had  missed  them,  and  he.ha^  carried  them  off  apiece,  in  a  haversack,  and 
thrown  *them  over  the  palings ;  ho  went  back,  and  they  asked  him  whore  was  them 
things ;  he  wouldn't  tell  them,  and  Dr.  Smith  took  a  stick  and  knocked  him  down,  and 
Juda  Oakley  jumped  on  him  and  choked  him,  and  told  him  to  puke  it  up — to  poke  ^ 
truth  up. 

Questim.  Was  that  S.  D.  Smith  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  get  the  clothes  they  had  stolen  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  they  got  them  back ;  so  they  said. 

Question.  Where  does  Mr.  Bill  Kelly  live  ? 

Answer.  He  lived  down  there  by  Pinhook. 

Question.  Is  it  a  creek  called  Pinhook  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  down  at  the  forks—one  goes  to  Jefferson  and  the  other  te  DeiiK^^- 
lis,  here,  on  a  place  named  Thurman;  it  us^  to  be  Mr.  Thurman's  plantation. 

Question.  You  say  you  knew  some  of  the  men  that  shot  at  yonr  father? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  knew  Wash  Elkins  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  he  any  disgnise  on  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  X  don't  think  he  had,  because  he  was  staDdiiig  ont, and  I  sairliis 
clear  face. 

Question,  You  know  him  well  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  him. 

Qu^tion.  You  know  George  Crudip  ?  r^^^/^T/> 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Digitized  by  VjOOglC 

Question.  What  did  he  have  on  ? 

Answer.  That  is  the  one  that  had  the  knit  cap  over  his  &ce. 
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'  Question.  How  old  is  he  t 
Answer.  I  don't  know  exactly  how  old. 
Question.  Is  he  the  eon  of  John  Cmdip  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Sid  Lipscomb  was  the  man  who  was  hnrt  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuestioTi,  Did  he  hare  anything  on  his  face  T 
Anstver.  He  had  his  face  smooted. 
Question.  He  was  bleediog  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  bleeding,  and  had  his  bosom  covered  with  blood. 
Question.  Yonr  father  had  hit  him  a  blow  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questio^i.  Did  you  see  him  when  he  stmck  him  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  him  when  he  stnick  him. 
Question,  lie  strnck  him  with  a  dog-iron  f 
Answer.  Ye«,  sir. 

Question.  Where  did  ho  strike  him  T 
Answer.  He  struck  him  over  the  head. 

Question.  They  said  that  yon  and  your  father  had  been  ruling  Jefferson  too  longf 
Answer.  Yes,  sii* ;  he  said  we  had  been  ruling  it  four  years. 
Question.  You  knocked  Wes  Bradley  down  t 
Answer.  Watt  Bradley — that  was  last  year. 
Question.  Where  does  he  live  t 

Ansufer.  He  has  been  staying  down  at  George  Whitfield's  place—that  is,  Mr.  Qaios 
Whitfield's  plantation. 


Demopolis,  Alabama,  October  24, 1871. 
SETH  D.  SMITH  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  This  witness  being  called  by  the  minority,  General  Blair  will  please 
conduct  the  examination. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  T 

Answer.  In  Jefferson,  in  this  county. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  t 

Answer.  I  have  been  living  there  since  April,  1864. 

Question.  Are  you  a  practicing  physician  7 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Doctor,  there  is  a  statement  made  here  by  a  witness  that  some  negroes  were 
chari^ed  with  stealing  from  a  store  in  Jefferson  some  pantaloons,  I  believe,  and  that 
you  knocked  one  of  them  down,  and  that  Judge  Oakley  cholsed  him ;  do  you  remem- 
ber that? 

Answer.  I  remember  the  circumstance,  or  at  least  part  of  it.  I  was  sitting  down,  in 
conversation  with  some  gentlemen,  near  this  store,  and  the  merchant  stepped  to  the  door 
with  a  light,  and  asked  where  those  boys  were ;  that  attracted  my  attention ;  some  one 
repUed  that  they  had  gone ;  several  went  in  the  direction  they  were  said  to  liave  gone, 
and  went  about  a  hundred  yards  on,  a  short  distance  down  the  road,  and  there  they 
stopped.  I  went  down  to  where  they  were;  there  were  several  of  them  in  company  ;  "l 
do  not  know  how  many ;  they  were  jQrom  the  same  plantation,  as  it  proved  afterward. 
I  went  up  to  where  these  men  were  talking ;  one  of  them  stepped  aside,  or  rather  turned 
his  horse  aside,  and  got  down  among  these  men,  one  of  the  negroes  in  the  company 
that  had  been  stopped ;  that  threw  him  behind  with  myself;  the  others  had  turned 
back.  This  gentleman,  Mr.  Oakley — and  I  did  not  know  who  tbey  all  were,  for  several 
were  along — men  standing  around  the  store ;  I  know  Mr.  Oakley  was  there,  because 
he  had  a  difficulty  afterward  with  another  negro.  His  stopping  there  tlirew  him  in 
company  with  myself.  Going  on  up  to  the  store^  I  asked  him  what  was  the  matter ; 
be  said  somebody  had  been  stealing ;  he  went  inside,  and  I  said,  '^  Geiftlemen,  I  think 
this  man  has  put  these  things  over  inside  of  tt^e  academy  lot."  I  called  upon  two  other 
freedmen  to  go  and  search  inside  of  the  academy  lot,  and  see  if  he  had  not  there  de^ 
posited  his  sack  or  bag.  They  came  up  soon  with  the  bag ;  one  of  them  had  it ;  there 
were  two  in  the  company.    When  they  brought  the  bag  up  there,  he  denied  it ;  his  com- 

E anions  told  him  they  knew  he  was  telling  a  falsehood ;  that  it  was  his.  I  said  I  saw 
iin,  in  my  opinion,  about  the  time  he  put  it  there,  when  he  turned  across ;  that  I  be- 
lieved he  put  it  there  at  that  time.  He  disputed  my  word,  and  I  struck  him  one  time. 
That  was  the  difficulty.  The  bag  was  opened,  and  the  pants  were  taken  out  of  it.  I 
suppose  that  I  have  been  indicted  by  the  grand  jury  for  it.  That  was  all  that  thero 
was  of  that  occurrence ;  that  was  all  that  I  had  to  do  with  it.    J.  W.  Oakley  struck 
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this  boy  after  that,  or  choked  him^  I  do  uot  know  which  ;  ho  had  hold  of  him.  Thfire 
were  several  neffroes  there.  It  was  not  for  the  stealing  that  I  had  any  difficulty  witfe 
him  ;  it  wqa  for  Lis  calling  nie  a  liar,  or  the  same  thing,  dispating  what  I  had  Mud. 
It  had  been  proven,  too,  that  these  things  were  true  by  his  own  companions. 

Qu4;stion,  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  killing  of  Robin  Westbrook  t 

A7i»wer,  I  do  not ;  I  have  heard  that  he  was  killed  in  our  little  village  theie.  but  I 
do  uot  know  by  whom,  nor  do  I  know  that  he  was  killed ;  I  have  heara  it ;  I  did  not 
see  him. 

Quvdtimi.  You  do  not  make  any  doubt  about  it  f 

Ansici-r.  No,  sir  ;  I  am  satisfied  it  is  so. 

Qttestioti,  Was  there  a  coroner's  inquest  upon  the  body  f 

Auificer,  I  think  so ;  that  is  my  understanding. 

Qmation.  Was  any  one  implicated  at  that  inqnest  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  heard  of;  indeed,  I  heard  that  the  wife  of  the  deceased  said  she 
did  not  know — made  oath  that  she  did  not  know — any  of  the  parties.  This  is  simply 
hearsay ;  I  did  not  hear  her  swear  it. 

Question,  Do  you  know  her  son,  Tiller  Reese  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question,  Was  he  also  examined  before  the  jury  of  inquest  f 

Answer,  I  heard  so ;  I  was  not  there. 

Question,  Did  he  identify  anybody  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  understood  that  he  was  not  able  to  identify  any  one,  nor  was  his 
wife. 

Question.  Both  of  them  have  been  before  this  committee  this  morning,  and  in  their 
testimony  here  they  identified  Wash.  Elkins,  John  Crudip  and  George  Crudip,  and 
Sid  Lipscomb,  as  of  the  party  who  were  present.  Do  you  know  those  persons,  all  of 
them? 

AnmcerA  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  This  witness  has  stated  that  they  were  afraid  for  their  lives  to  testify  in 
Jenerson  against  parties,  or  to  attempt  to  identify  any  of  the  parties ;  was  there  any 
such  danger  in  that  commnnity  f 

Answej;  I  do  not  think  there  would  have  been ;  I  think  they  would  have  been  pi?o- 
tected  by  the  citizens  there. 

Question!  Was  any  eftbrt  made  to  discover  the  parties  who  were  implicated  T 

Ansicer,  The  officers  held  an  inqnest  there,  and  summoned  this  woman  and  Tiller,  as 
I  understand.  I  am  telling  the  rumor  of  the  neighborhood,  because  I  was  not  at  the 
inquest ;  I  was  summoned  that  morning  to  see  a  sick  child  some  six  or  seven  miles 
from  town,  and  did  not  set  back  until  after  the  inquest  was  over.  There  was  an  effort 
made  at  the  time  to  find  out  who  these  colored  parties  were ;  so  I  was  told  by  Sqoise 
J.  W.  Smith,  in  this  place. 

Question,  The  testimony  of  these  witnesses  went  to  show  that  Lipscomb  was  strock 
with  an  iron  dog — an  andiron,  I  suppose — by  the  man  who  was  killed,  Westbrook,  SAd 
severely  injured ;  that  his  person  was  covered  with  blood  as  he  left  the  house,  and 
traces  of  blood  were  seen  on  the  floor,  and  out  on  the  steps,  and  out  of  the  house,  across 
the  cotton  patch  ;  do  you  know  Lipscomb  f 

Anmcer,  I  <lo,  sir. 

QuesUon,  Did  you  see  him  at  or  about  that  time  subsequent  to  this  event  f 
.  Answor,  I  do  not  know  that  I  did ;  I  passed  his  place  the  morning  after  this  difficulty, 
going  to  see  the  sick  child,  but  I  do  not  remember  whether  I  saw  him  or  not ;  I  cannot 
testify  to  that. 

Question.  Who  is  his  physician  T 

Answer,  I  have  been  his  physician  for  a  number  of  years ;  I  do  not  know  how  long- 
twelve  or  fifteen  years,  probablv.  I  have  been  practicing  medicine  in  that  place  Tor 
seventeen  years— this  is  my  eighteenth  year. 

Question,  Were  you  called  in  to  attend  him  at  or  about  that  time  t 

Ansujer,  I  was  not. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  of  his  receiving  any  injury  at  or  about  that  time  f 

Answei'.  I  did  not,  sir:  he  was  having  chills  some  time  during  the  summer,  and  I  saw 
him  during  the  time  he  had  chills,  but  I  could  not  tell  the  time  unless  I  had  my  book 
here ;  by  that  I-^ould  refer  to  the  dates  when  I  visited  him,  but  my  memory  now  does 
not  go  back  to  the  time;  I  never  saw  hina  when  injured firom any  blower  iijury  ataUf 
if  there  was  anything  of  the  kind  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  hb  being  icgured  at  all  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  any  clue  ever  obtained  to  the  perpetrators  of  this  act? 

Answer.  It  was  stated  by  some  of  the  neighborhoo<l  that  it  was  done  by  negroes, and 
again  that  it  was  by  parties  across  the  river  at  Moscow  and  near  Qrimn^sT<and**'j|- 
Moscow  is  west  about  nine  miles,  and  Griffin's  Landing  is  about  five  and  a  half  or  ooc 
miles  southwest.  ^ 

Qucetion.  Why  was  it  supposed  that  it  was  done  by  negroes  f 
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Anstcer.  This  woman,  in  her  testimony  there,  swore  that  they  were  black  men,  eo 
Sqnire  Smith  told  me. 

Question.  What  did  she  say  was  the  cause  or  pretext  of  itt 

Ansicer,  I  never  heard  that  she  gave  any  reason  at  all  for  his  death. 

Question,  What  was  the  character  of  the  man  that  was  killed  ? 

Answer,  I  regarded  him  as  a  negro  of  bad  character ;  my  reasons  for  that  were  that 
he  bad  had  a  difficnlty  some  time  last  year,  and  said  that  he  intended  that  the  streets 
of  that  town  should  run  knee-deep  in  blood  ;  he  had  declared  that  at  some  little  place 
of  meeting,  so  Captain  Harder  said  ;  he  is  my  authority. 

Question,  That  he  made  that  threat  ? 

Anmcer,  That  he  threatened  that  the  little  town  of  Jefferson  should  run  knee-deep  in 
blood. 

Question,  Who  was  his  difficulty  ^ith  there  T 

Answer,  WithWatkins  Bradley;  we  call  him  Wat;  I  think  his  name  isWatkins. 
Ho  is  a  young  man  in  the  community  there  j  I  think  the  difficulty  grew  up  with  Tiller 
Reese,  and  Westbrook  probably  interfered  in  some  way  with  it ;  fdid  not  see  it,  but 
heard  it  spoken  of  afterward. 

Question,  Reese  said  he  had  a  difficulty  with  Wat  Bradley,  who  undertook  to  take 
his  stick  from  him,  and  that  he  struck  Bradley,  and  knocked  him  down. 

Answer,  I  heard  that  Reese  knocked  Bradley  down,  and  that  Robin  Westbrook  inter- 
fered and  kept  the  difficulty  up ;  Bradley  stepped  back,  probably,  and  got  out  of  the 
way  of  it.  That  is  simply  what  I  heard ;  I  did  not  see  any  of  it  at  all,  nor  know  any- 
thing about  it  until  several  days  after  it  occurred.  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  frequent- 
ing these  little  grog-shops,  and  hence  kuow  very  little  of  what  is  going  on  around 
them. 

Question,  Was  this  Robin  Westbrook  a  turbulent  character  T 

Answer,  Mrs.  Westbrook,  his  former  owner  as  a  slave,  says  he  was  extremely  so ;  his 
relative  is  living  on  my  place  at  Jefferson,  and  says  that  Robin  has  been  whipped  more 
than  any  man  he  ever  knew  for  his  turbulent  character  and  disposition. 

Question.  While  he  was  a  slave? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  while  he  was  a  slave ;  he  says  he  never  could  be  reasoned  into 
anjrthing  at  all. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  other  difficulties  with  negroes  there  in  your  neighbor- 
hood f 

Answer,  I  know  of  a  difficulty— of  shooting  at  myself  by  a  parcel  of  negroes  that 
called  themselves  Ru-Klnx. 

Question,  Give  us  an  account  of  that,  if  you  please. 

Answer,  To  have  it  thoroughly  understood  by  you,  gentlemen,  I  will  give  from  the 
beffinniogof  it. 

Question,  That  is  what  I  desire  you  to  do,  sir. 

Answer.  After  I  had  retired,  on  the  26th  of  July,  at  night,  there  was  some  one 
hailed  at  my  gate.  I  got  up  and  went  to  the  door,  and  asked  what  was  wanting. 
Some  one  replied,  "  papy  "  or  "  father ;"  I  would  not  be  positive  which  word  was 
nsed,  but  I  think  "papy,"  which  is  the  boy's  usual  way  of  calling  his  father's  name — 
"  Papy  has  a  sick  child,  and  wants  you  to  go  and  see  it."  I  said,  "  Who  is  papy  ?  "  He 
said,  *'  Ben  Bestcter  ;*'  he  had  a  sick  chud  and  wished  me  to  come  and  see  it.  I 
asked  what  was  the  matter;  he  turned  around,  and  spoke  in  an  undertone  to  some  one, 
and  replied  as  soon  as  he  got  the  answer.  The  answer  I  did  not  learn  ;  I  could  hear 
but  not  to  understand  what  he  said.  Ho  said  it  was  having  fits ;  this  was  the  boy 
who  calleil  for  me  first.  I  supposed  the  answer  had  been  derived  from  the  boy  accom- 
panying him.  I  went  to  catch  my  horse—the  man  I  had  attending  in  the  house  was 
away  attending  a  protracted  meeting— and  I  went  with  these  men  or  youths,  they 
were  not  quite  grown,  to  the  house  of  this  freedman  Ben  Bestcter,  and  there  pre- 
scribed for  his  child,  and  when  I  was  about  starting  back,  one  of  the  men,  or  boys, 
started  with  me,  and  told  the  other  one  to  come  on.  He  told  him  to  go  ahead,  ho 
would  overtake  him.  He  replied,  **  This  is  the  last  time  I  will  see  you  to-night."  I 
rode  on,  and  asked  him  where  he  was  livin^---I  had  known  him  ever  since  he  had  been 
there — and  I  said,  "  Where  are  yon  living  this  year  ?"  He  told  me.  I  asked  him,  "  Are 
your  mother  and  family  with  you  ? "  He  answered,  **  Yes,  sir."  I  said,  "  That  is 
right ;  you  onght  always  to  stay  together,  and  take  care  of  each  other."  He  says,  "  I 
am  doing  that,  and  getting  along  very  well."  By  this  time  we  had  crossed  a  little 
field.  This  freedman  lived  off  of  the  road  some  two  hundred  yards,  probably,  and  we 
had  to  cross  a  little  plantat  on  or  cotton-patch;  going  there,  we  passed  along  the 
cross-fence  separating  that  from  another  field  belonging  to  a  different  party,  which 
was  in  com.  This  conversation  took  place  along  the  cross-fence ;  at  the  road  there 
was  a  pair  of  bars,  and  he  let  them  down.  The  conversation  stopjied  about  \hh  time 
he  began  to  work  at  that.  I  heard  something  like  the  cooking  of  a  guoy  >^  I  thought. 
I  fiays,  "  What  is  that  f"  Instantly  I  was  fired  at  before  I  could  think,  and  my  horse 
wheeled;  he  was  a  spirited  horse,  and  wheeled  around  and  run.  There  were 
three    or    four    rapid   fires;    I    checked   him    up,    and    the    firing    came    again 
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and  ajgain.  There  were  iu  all,  I  think,  niue  or  ten  shots.  The  horse 
ran  off  some  distance  before  I  conld  check  him  np ;  my  feet  were  both 
out  cf  the  stirrups ;  I  was  doing  all  I  could  to  hold  on  to  him.  I  went  to  a  neighbor's 
house,  and  there  asked  for  a  gun  and  pistol,  and  stated  that  I  wanted  to  go  home,  and 
telling  what  had  happened.  They  told  me  they  had  nothing  in  the  house.  It  was  Mr. 
Nathan  Bradley's  house,  inside  of  the  little  field  where  the  shooting  took  place.  Tho 
shooting  took  place  in  his  premises  or  field,  some  three  hundred  yards  from  the  hous& 
perhaps ;  Mrs.  Bradley  told  me  that  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind  there,  and  askoa 
what  it  all  was.  I  said  it  was  some  one  shooting  at  me.  She  says, "  What  in  the  world 
is  itf'  I  said,  ^^I  don't  know."  I  got  on  my  horse,  and  tried  to  ride  him  out  of  the 
gate.  I  could  not  force  him  through  their  gate  at  all.  I  went  back  and  staid  there 
until  day.  The  next  morning,  after  I  had  been  home  a  short  time,  I  went  up  to  Squire 
Smith,  and  told  him  what  hiul  happened,  and  asked  him  what  would  be  proper  to  do. 
He  says,  '^  I  do  not  know  what  you  can  do."  I  told  him  it  was  an  outrageous  thing. 
He  says,  "  I  do  not  know  what  you  will  do."  I  went  back  to  my  own  dwelling  and  ate 
breakfast)  and  when  I  came  out  again  from  breakfast  I  met  Ben  Besteter,  the  man 
whose  child  I  had  been  to  see  the  previous  night.  He  says,  ^'  Doctor,  my  child  is  still 
y&ry  sick,  and  I  want  a  lot  of  gentlemen  to  go  down  there  and  search  these  tracks  of 
them  that  were  shooting  at  yon  last  night ;  they  are  negroes."  Says  I,  "  Ben,  it  is  a 
Yery  strange  thing  that  I  should  be  fired  upon  m  the  night,  going  to  see  your  child, 
when  nobody  saw  me  at  all,  save  those  two  boys,  that  I  know  of;  it  is  exceedingly 
strange,  and  I  am  astonished  at  it."  He  says,  '^  Doctor,  they  are  trying  to  kill  me 
too.  I  have  been  threatened  of  my  life  by  a  parcel  of  negroes."  Says  I, 
"That's  all  talk;  I  do  not  believe  a  word  of  it."  But,  in  company  with  several 
gentlemen,  I  went  down  there,  and  we  looked  at  the  tracks  and  tho  point  they  were 
occupying  when  this  firing  took  place.  They  proved  to  be  lar^e  barefoot  tracks,  part  of 
them,  and  some  small  tracKS.  They  ran  off  from  this  point  all  in  the  same  direction,  and 
scattered  along  a  distance  of  thirty  or  forty  yards  from  where  the  first  firing  took  place 
until  the  extreme  end  of  it.  The  night  following,  Robin  Lee,  a  freedman.  came  to  me 
and  told  me  that  Richard  Lewis  and  Cato  Washington  had  been  seen  together  the  even- 
ing before  this  difficulty  occurred,  in  a  mysterious  manner;  that  he  believed  they 
were  in  it.  He  said  Richard  Lewis  certainly  was ;  if  1  should  use  his  own  language, 
which  is  not  necessary;  he  is  one  of  the  worst  men  I  ever  knew.  Cato  is  a  bad  man. 
He  said,  •*  Arrest  this  man,  and  yo\i  will  find  the  facts."  They  were  arrested  the  follow- 
ing evening,  and  Richard  Lewis  told  who  the  parties  were.  The  next  morning  Cato 
Washington — Richard  Lewis  was  now  at  large — told  me  that  Richard  Lewis  was  cap- 
tain of  the  company ;  that  he  was  the  musician,  and  blowed  the  quills.  Says  X 
"  Cato,  tell  me  all  about  it,  and  why  it  is  that  you  want  to  kill  me ;  have  I  ever  done 
you  any  harm  ?  "  He  says,  "  No,  sir,  never."  He  then  told  me  the  names  of  every  one 
of  them,  and  I  had  them  written  down.  I  do  not  remember  them  now ;  some  of  them 
are  at  large  in  the  neighborhood,  and  have  never  been  arrested  at  all.  He  gave  me  the 
names  of  the  particular  parties  who  were  present.  They  were  arrested  and  boaod 
over  in  a  bona  for  their  appearance,  or  rather  they  were  put  iu  jail,  for  I  suppose  they 
could  not  give  bond;  they  were  offered  bail,  but  could  not  give  it.  One  of  the  partiea 
told  me  that  this  thing  that  I  supposed  to  be  the  cocking  of  a  gun  was  not  the  cocking 
of  a  gun  at  all,  but  was  the  hammer  coming  down  on  a  capt  a  spurious  cap^  and  he 
says,  "  If  that  cap  had  fired,  I  would  have  killed  you  so  dead  you  would  not  have 
known  what  hurt  you."  I  do  not  think  the  muzzle  was  as  far  from  my  head  as  your 
face  is  from  mine. 

Question.  Six  feet? 

Amwer,  Not  exceeding  five  feet,  I  think.  I  said,  "  What  did  you  want  to  do  that 
fort"  He  says,  '*  You  knocked  this  man  down  at  Mr.  Williams's  store,  and  we  were 
out  Ku-Kluxiug."  That  was  his  statement.  Another  boy  told  me  who  were  in  it ;  the 
same  crowd  who  are  now  arrested.  It  is  not  worth  while,  I  suppose,  to  go  over  their 
names  and  the  same  statement  which  each  one  made.  All  of  them  made  confessions 
in  my  presence,  and  one  or  two  of  them  made  them  to  other  parties,  so  I  was  told. 

Question.  Did  they  say  they  were  disguised  T 

Answer.  They  did  not  say.  I  do  not  Know  whether  the  question  was  asked  or  not ;  I 
did  not  ask  if,  nor  do  I  know  it  was  asked. 

Question.  Did  they  all  attribute  the  attack  upon  you  to  your  having  struck  thia 
blow  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  so  far  as  I  heard. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  that  boy  t 

Answer.  That  I  struck  f 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Anstrer.  I  do  not  believe  I  know  now. 

Question.  Was  he  of  the  number  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  was  arrested  and  brought  up  there.  I  told  them  I  did  not  snp* 
pose  he  had  anything  to  do  with  it.  The  boy  professed  to  me,  after  the  thing  was  ovir, 
"  Doctor,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  this  difiiculty ;  I  have  met  exact  justice;  aod  i£ 
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Mr.  Williaiua  don't  indict  me  for  this  offense,  I  am  sure  I  will  never  be  guilty  of  such 
an  offense  a£(ain."  Says  I,  ^'  I  will  not  indict  you."  I  have  forgotten  the  man's  name ; 
he  lives  on  Mr.  Gains  \Miitfield's  plantation. 

QuesHon.  Speaking  of  the  stealing  of  goods  that  took  place  at  Mr.  Williams's  store 
that  night,  have  you  had  much  trouble  in  that  community  from  thefts  and  robberies  ? 
Atunoer,  Tes,  sir,  wo  have  had  a  great  deal ;  such  as  stealing  fat  pigs  and  beeves, 
and  things  of  that  sort,  but  not  so  much  now  as  there  has  been,  we  all  having  some 
stock.  The  freedmen  are  for  having  some  stock  and  they  seem  trying  to  stop  it,  and 
have  been  doing  so,  but  there  seems  to  be  a  few  vicious  n^*oes  in  the  communi^,  or 
I  believe  we  would  get  along  well,  the  white  and  black  races  together. 

Quesihn,  Ton  have  had  more  difficulty  heretofore  in  reference  to  the  stock  than  you 
have  now  t 

Ajigtcer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  at  one  time  got  a  stock  of  hogs,  and  in  a  few  months  I  did 
not  have  a  hog  in  the  world. 

Q^esUon.  Is  that  a  general  thing  in  the  community  f 

Answer,  It  was  at  that  time :  now  it  has  generally  improved,  so  far  as  I  have  heard ; 
in  my  neighborhood  it  has,  and  I  think  it  has  geneiully  in  the  county. 

Question.  Was  there  any  possibility  of  putting  a  stop  to  this  thing  by  arresting  and 
convicting  the  authors  of  tnese  thefts  t 

Answer,  We  could  have  done  so  if  we  could  have  ascertained  who  they  were,  but  a 
few  white  men  in  the  community,  forty  or  fifty,  could  not  look  after  four  or  five  hun- 
dred negroes  all  the  time. 

'  Quesiion,  Are  there  four  or  five  hundred  negroes  in  that  community  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  our  vote  there  registei-ed  between  four  and  five  himdred. 
Question,  And  it  was  impossible  for  farmers  to  keep  any  stock,  you  say  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  any  that  run  at  large.    They  were  compelled  to  keep  them  around 
their  premises  and  watch  closely.    That  was  the  case  soon  after  the  war  closed,  while 
things  were  in  an  unsettled  state ;  it  is  better  now. 

Question.  Did  you  feel  any  other  apprehensions  except  from  the  loss  of  your  stock 
and  this  general  condition  of  thieving  f 

Ansicer,  No,  I  did  not  myself;  I  am  not  apprehensive  of  being  molested  in  any  way 
in  the  world  by  them. 

Question,  Were  any  other  crimes  committed  by  the  freedmen  ? 

Answer,  They  are  in  the  habit  of  living  in  adultery  all  the  time,  having  one  child 
after  another ;  one  man  with  two  or  three  wives.    Some  are  on  my  plaoe. 

Question,  Was  any  apprehension  felt  among  the  white  people  for  the  safety  of  their 
women  T 
Answer.  There  has  been  since  this  shooting  in  July. 

Question,  But  for  the  safety  of  their  women,  is  there  any  apprehension  felt  as  to 
white  females  t 

Answer.  I  cannot  say,  sir,  that  there  has  been  in  our  nei|^hborhood.  I  have  had  no 
such  feeliug  at  all  till  since  this  thing.  I  was  apprehensive  that  I  might  be  burned 
out  by  some  fiends  in  this  party ;  that  is,  in  July. 

Question,  What  is  the  character  that  these  men,  Wash.  Elkins,  Lipscomb,  and  Cru- 
dip  bear  f 

Answer,  Wash.  Elkins  is  an  ignorant  man,  altogether  so.  I  do  not  suppose  he  could 
write  his  name  ;  he  is  a  hard-working  man.  He  gets  drunk,  and  firolics  about  and 
plays  cards.  You  can  form  your  own  opinion  now  of  the  man.  I  have  never  known 
of  his  being  in  but  one  fight,  I  believe ;  I  do  not  think  he  4s  generally  a  rowdy  or 
fussy  man.  He  gets  drunk  and  lies  about  and  plays  cards.  He  works  hard  when  he 
is  at  home. 

Qw^tion,  Did  you  hear  of  any  difficulty  between  any  of  these  parties  that  have  been 
mentioned  and  these  negroes,  Kobin  Wcstbrook  and  his  wife  and  her  son,  prior  to  this 
murder  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  that  Mr.  Elkins  had  had  a  difficulty.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  was  with  Robin's  wife,  or  Robin,  or  both ;  but  I  heard  he  had  a  difficulty 
with  one  or  both  of  them  prior  to  that  difficulty,  resulting  in  his  death,  but  I  do  not 
know  the  facts ;  I  only  heard  the  rumor.  I  would  further  remark  that  Mr.  John  D. 
Crudip  had  had  some  little  difficulty  with  them,  or  with  Betsy,  I  believe,  that  ib  the 
wife  of  the  deceased,  or  the  widow. 

Question,  Was  there  anything  to  justify  the  apprehension  that  she  expressed  here  as 
an  excuse  for  not  implicating  these  parties  whom  she  now  says  she  recognized  f 

Ansicer.  1  do  not  think  there  was.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  woman  would  have  been 
protected  in  any  declaration  that  she  wotdd  have  made  on  that  occasion. 

Question,  And  that  the  parties  would  have  been  arrested  and  brought  to  justice  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  brought  to  justice  at  once ;  I  am  perfeetly  satisfied  of  that ;  I  know 
if  I  could  have  had  enough  men  to  have  aided  me  to  have  arrested  them|>it  would  have 
been  done  sir.  tjzed  by  vjOOC 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Did  I  understand  yoti  to  say  that  there  were  two  colored  men  who  were 
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Anstver.  There  was  one  I  had  a  difflcalty  with  there. 

Question.  I  remember  what  you  said  in  relation  t.o  the  boy  you  knocked  down.  I 
uudei'stood  you  to  say  that  Judge  Oakley  had  a  difficulty  ? 

A7i8tcer.  J.  W.  Oakley  had  a  difficulty  with  that  boy  or  another ;  two  of  them  ww© 
implicated  in  the  thing.  Oakley  had  a  difficulty  with  them  right  after  this  thing  took 
place. 

Question,  Did  you  understand  that  he  had  knocked  down  or  choked  one  of  these  meat 

Ai^cer,  Before  this  time  t 

Question,  No,  sir ;  at  that  time. 

Ansuer,  I  think  he  was  choking  one  of  them — choked  or  hitting.  There  was  a  crowd 
around  there ;  I  had  no  more  to  do  with  it.  I  talked  with  the  boy  I  had  the  difficulty 
with,  and  he  said  that  he  was  satisfied,  knd  if  Mr.  Williams  didn't  prosecute  him,  be 
•\vould  try  to  do  better. 

Question,  How  many  of  those  colored  boys  were  there  from  this  plantation  t 

Answer,  There  were  several  of  them.  I  do  not  remember  now  the  number ;  five  or 
six  probably.    I  cannot  distinctly  testify  as  to  the  number,  but  several. 

Question,  You  suppose  that  thiis  firing  upon  you  was  in  revenge  for  your  knocking 
this  colored  boy  down  f 

Answer,  That  is  what  this  man,  who  talked  to  me  afterward  about  it.  stated. 

Question,  You  have  no  information  that  this  boy  instigated  it  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  have  not. 

Question,  Did  you  injure  him  much  f 

Answer,  O,  no,  sir ;  there  was  not  a  bruise  on  him  at  all.  He  was  plowing  the  nest 
morning,  Mr.  Whitfield  said. 

Question,  How  many  have  been  arrested  upon  the  information  you  gave  to  that  ofil- 
cer ;  how  many  colored  men  that  fired  upon  you. 

Answer,  There  were  nine  arrested ;  two  of  them  were  released,  because  they  said 
they  had  abandoned  their  Mends  when  they  found  they  had  determined  to  shoot. 

Qtiesiion,  Five  are  i^  jail  f 

Answer,  Sis  are  in  jail.  Nine  were  arrested ;  two  stated  that  they  had  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  crowd,  and  one  escaped. 

Question,  Six  are  in  jail  awaiting  trial  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  they  been  indicted. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  For  assault  with  intent  to  comvnit  murder  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  what  the  shape  of  the  indictment  is. 

Question,  You  say  you  were  not  present  at  the  coroner's  inquest  over  the  dead  body 
of  Westbrook  ? 

Answer,  I  was  not. 

Question,  All  your  testimony  as  to  what  the  widow  and  her  son  testified  to  is  derived 
from  others? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  parties  who  were  present.  I  did  not  hear  any  of  the  examination 
at  all,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  think  there  would  have  been  no  danger  in  the  mother  and  son  im- 
plicating these  men  who  had  killed  Westbrook  t 

Anstcer,  I  do  not  think  there  would. 

Question.  Would  not  the  motive  of  saving  themselves  from  prosecution  and  convic- 
tion have  been  sufficient  for  dealing  with  Mrs.  Westbrook  and  her  son  f 

Answer.  I  think,  sir,  the  parties  would  have  been  immediately  arrested ;  that  is  my 
impression  about  it.    I  think  the  citizens  would  have  arrested  them  at  once. 

Question.  Beyond  this  coroner's  inquest,  what  efforts  have  been  made  to  ascertain  the 
offenders  ? 

Answer,  I  have  inquired  time  and  again,  and  have  heard  others  say  that  they  made 
inquiry,  and  that  they  had  watched — well,  different  movements  and  actions  of  the 
people ;  of  course  we  had  no  law  by  which  we  could  force  from  any  one  anything,  and 
wo  could  only  watch  parties. 

Question,  Were  the  tracks  examined  of  that  crowd  that  killed  WestlmMk  f 

Anstcer,  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  or  not. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  whether  they  went  there  on  foot  or  on  horseback  f 

Answer,  I  understood  that  thoy  went  there  on  foot,  because  it  was  said  they  went 
across  a  cotton-patch. 

Question,  Did  you  understand  what  number  there  were  in  the  crowd  t 

Answei'.  I  heard  there  were  seven — six  or  seven ;  I  would  not  swear  which. 

Question,  You  say  there  were  two  opinions  as  to  the  parties  who  committed  tiie 
murder  ? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  One  oi^inion  that  it  was  by  colored  people?  Oooolp 

Ansu>er.  The  same  crowd  that  shot  at  mpelf ;  they  hadia&l^iBi  eofiswn^  for  t^walw 
months,  and  had  been  mustering  and  drilling;  so  says  Mr.  Williams,  on  whoee  pitnti* 
tion  a  portion  of  them  live. 
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Question,  Had  they  any  grudge  against  Westbrook? 

Amstter,  I  do  not  know.    I  do  not  know  but  two  of  these  freedmen  who  shot  at  me. 

Question.  Did  you  not  understand  that  Mrs.  Westbrook  had  testified  that  one  man 
bad  his  face  blacked  ? 

Jtiswer.  I  understood  she  testified  that  they  wefe  all  black. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  she  testified  that  they  were  undisguised;  so  that 
she  could  see  their  faces  t 

Answer.  Ko,  sir;  I  understood  she  said  they  were  black. 

Question,  All  of  them  t 

Answer,  All  of  them. 

Question,  Was  this  information  derived  from  a  person  who  was  present  at  the 
inquest  f 

Answer,  I  suppose  they  were  present ;  I  did  not  ask  about  that. 

Question.  Who  told  you  she  swore  that  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  as  I  could  now  tell  you.  I  asked  a  good  many  citizens  there 
if  they  arrived  at  any  facts  in  regard  to  this  act— parties  were  present.  Squire  Smith 
talked  to  me  several  times  about  it. 

Question.  Was  he  present  t 

Jn^trer.  He  held  the  inquest;  be  was  there  as  an  officer,  I  think;  they  sent  for  an 
officer,  but  he  was  there. 

Question.  Did  he  say  he  held  the  inquest  t  • 

Anstver,  Yes :  I  believe  so.    I  believe  not :  they  sent  for  a  coroner. 

Question.  Did  Squire  Smith  say  she  said  they  were  black  men  f 

Answer,  I  think  so.  Where  so  many  were  talking  about  a  thing,  and  I  never  expected 
to  be  called  up  in  this  way  about  it,  my  memory  may  not  be  exact. 

Question,  She  talks  very  rapidly  and  very  imperfectly,  does  she  not  f 

Answer,  She  is  a  rapid  talker. 

Question,  There  is  difficulty  in  understanding  her,  Is  there  not  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any. 

Question,  Is  it  not  possible  that  the  parties  present  may  have  confounded  what  she 
said,  and  when  she  swore  that  some  of  their  faces  were  blackened,  have  understood  her 
to  say  they  were  black  men  f 

Ansu^er,  I  cannot  say ;  I  was  not  present,  and  did  not  hear  her,  nor  know  the  style 
of  the  woman  at  the  time  at  all.    ' 

Question,  At  what  time  did  you  understand  that  this  murder  was  committed  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember ;  it  was  the  day  before  the  inquest. 

Question,  Was  it  in  July  last  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  was. 

Question,  How  long  was  it  after  that  inquest  before  you  saw  Lipscomb  ? 

Anstver,  'I  do  not  remember,  sir.  I  passed  his  place  the  day  after  this  killing,  on  my 
way  to  see  a  sick  child. 

Question,  Did  you  see  him  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  him. 

Question,  May  it  have  been  a  week  or  two  before  you  did  see  him  f 

Answer.  It  may  have  been.  I  do  not  remember ;  I  cannot  swear.  I  visited  him 
some  time  during  the  summer  for  intermittent  fever-chills  and  fever— but  I  cannot 
tell  the  time  without  my  books. 

Question.  Did  you  know  or  have  you  been  informed  that  he  was  abroad  where  he 
could  have  been  seen  for  a  week  or  two  after  the  killing  of  Westbrook  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Question,  Then  it  is  quite  possible  that  ne  may  have  been  wounded,  and  kept  his 
hoose  during  that  time  f 

Anstcer,  I  cannot  say ;  it  may  be  possible ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Question,  If  he  had  been  engaged  in  the  killing  of  Westbrook,  and  was  wounded  by 
Westbrook,  it  is  not  likely  thatue  would  have  shown  himself  publicly  f 

Answer,  Not  if  be  was  wounded  severely ;  I  should  not  snpiK>se  he  would. 

Question,  Would  not  the  very  wounds  have  led  to  inquiry  how  he  was  wounded, 
and  thus  have  identified  him  with  that  party  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  wounds  would  have  produced  inquiry. 

Question.  So  that  if  it  be  true,  as  stated  by  her,  that  he  was  wounded  in  the  encounter 
with  Westbrook,  it  is  quite  probable  that  he  would  have  kept  himself  secreted  t 

Anmcer.  I  think  it  quite  probable,  if  he  had  beeu  wounded  there,  he  would  have  kept 
himself  from  the  public  gaze. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  this  Mr.  Lipscomb  t 

Answer.  1  have  never  heard  anything  derogatory  to  him. 

Question,  What  was  his  business  f 

Answer,  Farming.  r^  i 

Question,  An  orderly,  peaceable  man  f  Digitized  by  CjOOQ  Ic 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  as  far  as  I  have  ever  heard  of  him.  I  have  Known  nim  mcB  he 
was  a  boy. 
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Question,  Have  you  never  known  him  to  be  engaged  in  any  tronble  f 

Jn9wer.  Never.    I  never  knew  of  his  having  a  difficulty  at  all. 

Question,  What  was  the  character  and  standing  of  this  Mr.  Crndip  ? 

Answer.  Well,  he  is  one  of  those  unfortunate,  dissipated  kind  of  men. 

Question,  Is  he  a  man  of  property  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;.  he  is  a  poor  man. 

Question.  What  does  he  follow  for  a  living  ? 

Answei\  Farming. 

Question.  A  renter  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  does  Elkins  follow  for  a  Hying  f 

Aiwwer.  He  farms,  and  works  at  building  screws  and  repairing  gin-houses,  and  suoh 
as  that. 

Question,  Is  he  a  land-owner  t  ^ 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  he  is,  sir. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  the  other  theory  that  Westbrook  had  been  killed  by  some 
parties  that  had  crossed  the  river ;  can  you  state  upon  what  grounds  that  theory 
rested ;  what  led  people  to  suppose  that  they  were  concerned  f   ' 

Ansicer,  I  can  state  what  I  heard. 

Question,  State  it. 

AnswciL  The  ferryman  at  Moscow  stated  that  he  had  put  a  posse  of  people  across 
the  river  the  evening  before  that,  and  that  a  portion  of  them  never  returned. 

Question,  How  large  was  that  posse  said  to  be  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  he  know  who  they  were  t 

Ansicer,  He  said  he  did  not. "  This  is  what  Mr.  Hudson  told  me. 

Question.  How  far  is  this  ferry  from  Jefferson  f 

Answer,  Nine  miles. 

Question,  Which  way  were  they  going  T 

Answer.  From  the  west  to  the  other  side,  and  there  is  but  one  road  oniil  they  came 
this  side  some  distance  toward  Moscow. 

Qtiestion,  Was  this  after  night  T 

Ansum,  I  do  not  remember  that  I  heard. 

Question,  Which  theory  did  public  opinion  finally  accept  as  the  true  onet 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  really  tell  yon  what  the  sentiment  of  the  comma- 
nity  was. 

QuesHon.  What  is  your  own  opinion,  from  aU  the  evidence  that  came  to  your  knowl- 
edge T 

Ansu>er,  Well,  sir,  I  believe  these  negroes  had  a  hand  in  it,  a  portion  of  them. 

Question,  Would  you  have  had  any  suspicion  of  that  kind  but  for  the  attack  upon 
youT 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  I  should.  I  did  not  believe  that  there  was  any  organixadon 
at  all  in  the  country  until  this  shooting  at  myself  took  place  ;  if  there  was,  I  never  saw 
it.  I  never  have  seen  a  disguised  man  in  the  county  anywhere  else  under  the  foim  of 
a  Ku-Klux. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  understood  that  this  organisation  of  blaek 
existed  f 

Answer.  Twelve  months,  the  past  summer. 

Question,  Did  you  learn  for  what  purpose  they  were  organized  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  only  from  their  own  statement. 

Question,  What  was  their  statement  ? 

Answer,  That  they  were  abandof  Ku-Elux ;  so  said  this  escaped  prisoner.  His  i 
is  Richard  Lewis. 

Question.  He  told  you  thist 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  he  inform  you  for  what  purpose  they  were  organised  f 

Anstcer,  He  told  me  that  they  intended  to  kill  me  for  hitting  that  man  over  at  Mr. 
Williams's  store. 

Question.  But  you  say  they  were  organized  twelve  months  before  f 

Answer,  Na  he  did  not  tell  me  for  what  purpose  the  organization  took  plaoe. 

Question,  Have  you  any  information  that  any  other  outrage  had  been  committed  by 
this  organization,  except  that  upon  yon  f 

Answer,  There  was  an  attempt,  so  says  Henderson  Lee,  one  of  the  party  that  retired 
from  this  party  that  night,  to  shoot  Mr.  Walter  Grant,  a  young  man  living  east  of  <wr 
Jttle  village. 

Question,  Lee  turned  State's  evidence  T 

Answer,  He  says  he  retired  and  left  them  before  that  shooting  took  place. 

Question,  Did  he  become  a  voluntary  witness  against  them  afterward  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  he  turned  State's  evidence  to  protect  himself.  I  do  not  know  ^wh^- 
ther  he  really  told  the  truth  when  he  said  he  left  before  the  firing  took  place  or  not; 
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he  said  he  left  when  he  found  it  was  myself.  I  think  I  omitted  part  of  this.  These 
men  met  me  before  I  got  there  ;  did  I  state  that  T 

Question,  No,  sir. 

Answer.  They  saw  two  footmen  going  down  the  road,  down  the  hill,  where  it  is  a  de- 
scent; there  is  a  little  hollow  there,  and  this  Captain  Lewis  ordered  them  to  monnt  the 
fence,  and  they  were  lying  down  in  the  fence-corner  when  I  passed  going  to  see  the 
sick  child ;  and  there  this  boy,  Bichard  Lewis,  the  captain,  ordered  them  to  fire,  and 
they  refused  to  fire,  and  told  him  it  was  me,  and  they  would  not  fire  on  Dr.  Smith  at 
all ;  he  said,  "We  are  going  to  kill  him  "  and  ordered  them  to  fire,  bat  they  did  not  do 
it.  He  detailed  three  men,  and  they  pursued  me  on  to  this  house  and  went  before  the 
door  inside  of  this  little  patch  in  wnich  I  was  riding  when  the  difficulty  took  place,  and 
they  were  ordered  there  to  shoot,  so  another  witness  tells  mo,  and  that  they  failed  to 
do  it  and  fell  back,  and  he  whistled  the  crowd  together,  and  deposited  them  in  the 
fBnce-comer,  where  they  shot  at  me.    I  omitted  that  statement  before. 

Question,  Have  you  had  this  man  arrested  who  asked  you  to  attend  his  child  f 

Answer.  He  swore  that  one  of  these  parties  under  arrest,  in  his  opinion,  was  one  of 
the  parties  that  made  the  attack  on  his  plantation  that  night.  I  have  no  idea  that  the 
man  whose  child  I  saw  had  anything  to  do  with  it. 

QuesHon.  You  do  not  think  he  was  involved  in  the  plan  for  your  assassination  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  he  was  at  all.    He  is  a  good,  peaceable  man  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question,  How  should  Lewis  and  his  gang  know  that  you  were  going  to  that  house  f 

Answer,  That  is  why  I  remembered  this  thing  ;  they  saw  me  go  there,  and  followed 
me.  I  thought  at  first  that  Ben  Besteter  had  a  hand  in  it,  and  it  was  an  arrangement 
of  his.  I  did  not  see  how  it  was  possible,  as  I  told  him,  that  anybody  should  know 
that  I  was  going  to  his  house,  when  at  that  hour  no  one  but  this  man  knew  I  was  going 
there;  but  after  the  priaoner  stated  that  they  saw  me  go  down  the  hill  with  these 
two  footmen,  it  was  clear,  and  I  understood  it 

Question.  How  long  was  this  attempt  at  your  assassination  after  the  affair  at  the 
store  where  you  knocked  the  colored  man  down  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  ;  it  was  not  long :  I  do  not  remember  the  date  of  that  thing 
at  the  store.  It  was  a  trivial  thing,  for  wnich  I  expected  to  be  indicted — a  sort  of  a 
fight,  that  was  all. 

Question,  Did  this  band  whom  you  had  arrested  and  put  in  jail,  embrace  part  of  the 
colored  men  who  were  at  the  store  that  night — this  party  who  are  in  Jail  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  they  did  or  not ;  there  were  quite  a  number  of  freed- 
men  standing  around  the  door  and  the  house,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  any  of  them 
were  present  in  this  or  not. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  Licwis,  the  captain  of  the  band,  before  this 
prosecution  t 

Answer.  I  never  knew  him.  I  never  saw  the  negro  but  once  in  my  life  up  to  the  time 
he  was  arrested. 

Question.  Had  he  been  living  in  that  neighborhood  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  It  has  been  said  that  he  was  an  escaped  prisoner  from  Mississippi ; 
he  has  been  living  about  two  years  in  our  county.  His  father  told  me  he  was  a  very 
bad  man.  J  went  to  his  father  and  talked  to  him  myself;  be  says  he  is  a  bad  man.  He 
says,  '^  I  dismissed  him  from  my  premises  last  year  on  account  of  his  being  unoontrol- 
able.''  His  father  has  been  living  in  this  country  a  long  time,  and  is  a  peaceable,  good 
citizen,  so  far  as  I  know.  This  man  was  carried  to  Mississippi  when  quite  a  child,  and 
raised  there  and  staid  there  until  since  the  war. 

Question.  Until  Westbrook  was  killed,  hskd  you  ever  heard  anything  against  his 
character  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  Westbrook  was  regarded  as  a  turbulent  man  before  that  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  told  you  that  he  had  made  the  declaration  that  the  streets  of  Jeffer- 
son should  run  knee-deep  with  blood  t 

Answer.  Captain  Harder  is  my  authority ;  that  is  my  recollection. 

Question.  Did  he  inform  you  that  he  had  heard  the  declaration  himself  f 

Answer,  He  did  not. 

QuesUon.  Who  did  he  get  the  information  firom  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Where  does  he  live  f  , 

Answer,  On  the  Moscow  road,  six  or  eight  mUes  from  this  place. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  attempted  to  follow  up  that  information,  and  ascertain 
Westbrook  did  make  such  a  statement  t 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  it  was  very  soon  after  this  occurrence  last  year  that  Captain  Har- 
der was  talking  to  me  about  what  Westbrook  should  have  said ;  if  I  am  not  mistaken 
in  the  roan  who  told  me,  I  think  it  was  Harder.  Westbrook  was  attending  a  pro- 
tracted meeting,  where  there  was  preaching,  near  his  house,  and  on  thac  occMion  it 
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was  that  Westbrook  should  have  said  that  he  intended  to  make  the  town  of  Jefferson 
run  knee-deep  in  blood  ;  I  think  that  was  his  language. 

Question.  If  such  a  statement  was  made  by  him  why  was  he  not  arrested  and  confined  T 

Anmcer.  I  do  not  know  why  it  was  not  done.  I  did  not  hear  him  say  it ;  it  was  mero 
rumor. 

Quention.  Such  a  threat,  if  made,  would  have  been  quite  sufficient  under  yoor  laws 
to  have  Justified  his  arrest  in  order  to  prevent  his  committing  a  breach  of  the  peace, 
would  it  not  t 

Anmcer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

Qu<;etion,  Is  it  not  possible  that  it  was  a  mere  idle  rumor  ? 

Answer.  It  may  be  possible.  I  do  not  know  the  fact  at  all.  I  merely  give  it  to  you 
as  I  heard  it. 

QtieaHon.  Have  you  any  idea  that  the  two  boys  who  came  for  you  to  visit  this  child 
knew  anything  of  the  attempt  to  assassinate  yout 

Ansicer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  they  had  anything  to  do  with  it  at  all.  They  are 
both  there,  and  I  think  they  like  me  as  well  as  any  man  in  the  neighborhood.  I  never 
had  any  difficuTty  with  them  at  all,  nor  have  I  with  any  of  them.  The  impression  was, 
as  I  stated,  that  I  thought  Ben  Besteter  was  at  the  bottom  of  it,  at  the  time  the  firing 
took  place,  and  I  told  him  next  morning  it  was  useless  for  him  to  tell  me  it  was  a  par- 
cel of  men  without  him  knowing  it ;  that  it  was  strange  that  anybody  should  know  I 
was  there ;  that  is  the  reason  I  supposed  he  hxul  a  hand  in  it ;  I  did  not  see  how  it  was 
possible  that  anybody  else  should  Imow  it. 

Question.  If  such  an  organization  exists,  and  has  been  existing  for  twelve  monUiSt 
are  you  able  to  say  they  ever  committed  or  attempted  to  commit  any  act  of  vioJenca 
besides  that  on  youf 

Answer.  They  made  an  attempt  to  shoot  Walter  Grant,  as  I  stated  just  now,  so  Hen- 
derson Lee  says ;  he  is  a  freedman.  and  belonged  to  the  band. 

Question.  Was  Grant  fired  upon  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  Lee  says  he  stopped  it,  so  Grant  told  me  yesterday  evening,  and  im 
said  he  thought  he  had  better  come  up  here  and  see  this  committee,  and  try  to  put  an 
.end  to  such  acts. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Is  he  living  down  there  at  Jefferson  now  t 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  he  is  a  youth ;  he  had  been  off  to  see  a  young  lady,  and  on  bis  re- 
turn these  men  proposed  to  shoot  him. 

By  the  CHAUUfAN: 

Question.  Tou  have  spoken,  in  your  general  examination,  of  the  troubles  with  which 
the  community  were  afOdcted  after  the  war,  on  account  of  the  stealing  of  stock  and 
other  things  by  negroes.  State  if  the  negroes  were  not  in  a  state  of  great  destitotioA 
after  the  war  for  a  year  or  two  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  in  a  state  of  destitution. 

Question.  You  say  things  are  very  much  improved  since  that  time  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questiofi.  State  whether  poor  white  men  were  not  implicated  equally  with  the  negroed 
in  these  thefts. 

Answer.  There  were  some  white  men  in  our  neighborhood  implicated  and  driven  out 
of  the  neighborhood,  or  at  least  they  left  the  neighborhood  within  the  last  twelve 
months. 

Question.  Was  that  the  charge  made  against  white  men  as  well  as  against  negroes  f 

Answer.  Not  to  the  same  extent.  There  was  only  that  one  family  that  I  have  spoken 
of  that  left  the  community ;  that  was  every  charge  of  such  a  thing  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  The  negroes  are  now  behaving  very  well  generally,  are  they  not  f 

Answer.  They  are  in  my  neighborhood. 

Question,  Are  they  generally  engagjed  in  workf 

Answer.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  idleness,  sir,  with  them ;  too  much  for  their  good 
and  the  good  of  the  country. 

Question.  Is  there  employment  for  them  all  if  the^  seek  it  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  remunerative  wages  t 

Ansu>er.  Yes,  sir.    I  am  offering  $15  a  moi^th  and  feeding  them. 

Question.  For  work  on  the  plantation  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  making  rails  and  repairing  the  plantation,  doing  plantation  work. 
Xhat  is  certainly  remunerative.  I  am  in  doubt  whether  it  is  not  more  than  we  woidd 
be  justified  in  giving  but  for  the  dilapidated  condition  of  our  fences. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  this  state  of  promiscuous  intercourse  of  the  sexes.  Is  it 
worse  now  than  before  the  war,  or  has  there  been  any  improvement  in  that  remei  T 

Answer.  I  see  but  very  little  change;  if  anything,  it  is  rather  worse j  they  w«»  *•* 
strained  then  by  their  owners. 
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Question.  Bo  the  negroes  many  now  ? 

Avswer,  They  many,  but  they  have  little  regard  for  anything  of  that  kind. 
Question,  Are  they  generally  members  of  a  church  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  generally  members  of  a  church.  All  of  them  nearly  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  church  in  my  neighborhood,  or  at  least  the  bulk  of  them  are. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Have  the  parties  who  made  the  assault  upon  you  had  their  trial  yet  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  there  was  a  trial  before  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

Qttestian,  When  they  were  bound  over  f 

Answer,  When  they  were  committed  to  jail ;  they  could  not  give  bail ;  the  other 
trial  has  not  taken  place. 

QtiesHon.  You  were  not  injured  that  evening? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  no  personal  wounds  at  all. 

Question,  It  is  quiet  now  in  your  neighborhood? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Of  course,  I  feel  wounded  to  think  such  a  thing  should  happen 
there;  that  a  man  like  myself,  that  had  to  be  out  at  night  riding,  should  be  treated  so. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  What  is  the  relative  proportion  of  the  two  races  in  your  neighborhood  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  vote  there  of  the  whites  is  about  sixty,  and  there  were  some- 
where from  four  to  five  hundred  freedmen  registered,  but  they  are  moving  about  so  it 
is  impossible  to  tell  how  many  there  are  in  certain  localities  at  all  times.  I  do  not 
know  how  manv  there  are,  but  I  think  the  register  shows  that  there  were  some  four 
hundred  or  five  hundred  votes. 

Question,  But  this  is  not  always  a  certain  indication  of  the  negro  popnlatlon? 

Anmver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  They  come  from  other  precincts  to  Vote  ? 

Answer,  That  has  not  been  the  case  with  us;  they  have  not  been  required  to  vote 
where  they  registered ;  that  has  been  the  case  there. 

By  Mr.  Bucicley  : 
Qttestion.  Where  is  this  man  Lewis,  who  acted  as  captain  of  that  band  ? 
Answer,  He  is  the  escaped  prisoner ;  he  got  out  this  place  here  some  time  ago. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Quefttian,  Do  the  negroes  ever  use  violence  against  men  of  their  own  color  who  pro- 
posed to  vote  the  democratic  ticket? 

Answer,  I  have  heard  so ;  I  never  saw  it. 

Question,  In  frequent  instances  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  it  frequently,  sir.  I  heard  of  a  case  in  Philadelphia  the 
other  day. 

Question,  What  was  the  case  ? 

Answer,  The  case  of  the  riot  in  Philadelphia. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
QuesUon.  In  Pennsylvania  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    Of  course,  you  gentlemen  have  all  heard  of  it.    We  have  occasio&o 
ally  things  of  that  kind  here.    1  have  heard  of  it,  but  never  saw  it. 
Question,  It  never  occurred  in  your  precinct  ? 
Aiiswcr.  No,  sir ;  every  man  has  gone  and  voted  there  without  molestation. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Was  there  any  feeling  evinced  in  your  community  against  this  man  West- 
brook  because  he  was  a  radical? 

Answer,  0,  no,  sir,  not  at  all ;  not  a  particle.  If  there  was,  I  never  heard  of  it ;  every 
hand  of  them  is  a  ra<licul,  and  I  know  I  have  no  feeling  against  them  all  for  that.  I 
never  advised  one  of  them  to  vote  one  way  or  another.  When  they  asked  me  to  do  it, 
I  said,  ^o  and  vote  as  you  see  fit. 

Question.  This  woman  testified  that  she  believed  her  husband  was  killed  because  he 
was  an  outspoken  radical. 

Answer,  I  never  heard  him  express  a  political  view  in  my  life,  that  I  know  o£ 

QvtesHon,  Did  you  ever  hear  any  feeling  expressed  against  him  on  account  of  his  rad- 
icalism ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  nor  any  other  ne^ro  there. 

(^testion.  Do  you  believe  it  is  possible  that  any  one  would  conceive  the  design  of 
killing  this  man  on  accouut  of  his  political  sentiments  ? 

Ansxcer,  No,  sir;  I  do  not  believe  any  such  thing. 

Question.  Would  they  not  be  just  as  likely  to  kill  every  other  aegro^n  the  ^ame 

^"''^'     ^  ...,.,,  ,.„  ,  .tizedbyGOOQle 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  just  as  likely  to  kill  every  other  negro.  o 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Queslion.  Do  the  negroes  all  vote  the  radical  ticket  at  that  precinct  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  What  proportion  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  They  are  largely  in  the  minority.  There  are  only  a  few  democratic  votes 
there. 

Questicn.  Are  you  a  native  of  the  South  f 

Answer.  1  am ;  I  was  born  in  North  Carolina ;  my  father  moved  to  Mississippi  when 
I  was  quite  a  boy,  and  when  I  grow  up  to  manhood  I  moved  to  this  county,  and  have 
heen  here  ever  since. 

Question.  This  attempt  to  assassinate  you  created  a  great  excitement  in  the  commu- 
nity, did  it  not  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  considerable  excitement. 

Question.  An  earnest  effort  was  made  to  discover  the  men  who  attempted  to  murder 
youf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  had  no  great  difficulty  in  finding  them  out  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  right  smart  trouble.  I  do  not  think  we  should  have  done  it,  ex- 
cept for  the  freedmau  ;  he  told  me  what  he  saw. 

Question,  Do  you  think  the  same  earnest  effort  was  made  to  discover  the  marderen 
of  Westbrookf 

Answer.  I  think  so ;  I  think  the  same  necessity  for  the  protection  of  the  community. 

Question.  Do  you  think  there  was  such  an  excitement  over  the  murder  of  Westbrook 
as  over  the  attempt  to  assassinate  you  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was.  There  ought  have  been  fully  as  much,  though 
the  freedmou  seemed  to  care  nothing  about  it  at  all. 

Question.  The  freedmen  themselves  were  Indifferent  t 

Answer.  Perfectly.  I  heard  one  man  on  my  place  say  he  had  been  looking  for  him  to 
be  killed  long  before. 

Question.  Beside  the  coroner's  investigation,  you  know  of  no  inquiry? 

Answer.  Only  as  to  where  this  partv  could  have  come  from.  I  made  inquiry  time 
and  again,  and  have  heard  others  talKing  about  it. 

Question.  Vo  you  think  if  you  had  made  the  same  effort  to  discover  the  murderers  of 
Westbrook  as  you  did  to  find  out  who  attempted  to  assassinate  yon,  your  attempta 
would  have  been  unavailing? 

Ansicer.  Everythfug  we  could  trace  up  we  looked  after. 

Question.  How  long  did  that  continue ;  did  it  continue  after  the  coroner's  inquest  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  great  deal  longer  than  it  did  in  my  affair,  because  that  wais  found 
out,  and  J  have  inquired  about  the  other  even  up  to  the  present. 


Demopous,  Alabama,  October  24,  187L 

ELIZA  LYON  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  is  your  name  ? 

Answer.  Eliza  Lyon ;  my  husband  went  by  that  name  after  the  surrender.  He  med 
to  belong  to  Mr.  Lyon  before  the  surrender.  He  went  by  the  name,  after  that,  of  Abe 
Smith,  but  they  still  call  him  Abe  Lyon. 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Answer.  Here  in  Demopolis ;  I  was  raised  here. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  married  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  is  your  husband  now  ? 

Answer.  He  was  killed. 

Quiistion.  When  was  he  kiUed? 

Answer.  The  6th  of  June. 

Question.  Of  this  present  year  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  what  county  was  he  killed  ? 

Ansicer.  Choctaw  County. 

Queslion.  Were  you  with  him  at  the  time  ? 

Atuiwer.  Right  with  him  in  the  bed. 

Question.  Were  you  living  in  Choctaw  at  the  time  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  ^  j 

Ques^ioH.  On  whose  plantation  ?  Digitized  by  vjOOQIC 

Answer.  Dr.  McCall^s.  .     ^ 

Question.  You  may  describe  how  your  husband  wae  killed. 
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Avifvoer.  They  knocked  on  the  door;  it  was  ahont  11  o*clock  at  night  We  never  had 
heard  of  any  threats  of  his  life,  and  were  not  thinking  of  sach  a  thing.  They  came  on 
Tuesday  night,  the  6th  of  June.  They  knocked  on  the  door ;  they  knocked  on  the  gal- 
lery, and  asked  was  Abe  Lyon  in,  with  a  loud  voice,  and  he  answered,  yes,  he  was,  and 
he  got  up,  not  thinking  anything  about  anybody  goinff  to  disturb  him,  and  looked  out 
of  the  aoor.  I  said,  "  Don't  go  out,  Abe ;  it  sounds  like  more  voices  than  one."  He 
jumped  up  and  looked  out  of  the  door ;  the  bed  was  right  at  the  door.  As  he  looked  out 
they  told  him  to  come  out,  but  I  lumped  up  and  shut  the  door,  and  pushed  him  away 
fi'om  the^oor ;  I  shut  it,  and  told  him  to  go  out  of  the  other  door.  *  He  went  to  the  door 
to  go  out :  but  some  of  the  children  had  buttoned  the  door  lower  down,  and  he  could 
not  find  tne  button,  for  it  was  dark,  and  he  was  so  scared ;  and  he  wheeled  around  in 
the  room  in  his  scare,  and  I  was  scared  too ;  and  then  I  went  to  unbutton  the  door. 
Ho  passed  me  going  to  the  same  door,  intending  to  get  out,  but  he  looked  like  he  was 
in  a  perfect  scare,  standing  in  the  floor,  and  I  run  behind  him  for  him  to  go  out,  and  as 
I  run  up,  the  men  burst  the  door  open  and  threw  a  rope  right  over  his  head  and  drew 
his  arms  down  to  him,  and  picked  him  up  deliberately  and  toted  him  out.  I  holloed 
and  screamed  for  help,  but  no  one  came  near.  We  were  not  living  near  people,  but 
lived  close  enough  for  them  to  hear  loud  holloing.  After  they  picked  him  up  and  car- 
ried him  out,  I  still  stood  on  the  gallery  holloing,  and  four  men — white  men — came  up 
to  me,  and  one  held  his  gun  here  on  each  side  or  my  head,  and  one  in  my  face,  and  one 
right  nere  in  my  chest,  and  they  told  me  if  I  didn't  hush  holloing  they  would  blow 
a  hole  through  me.  I  took  my  band  and  knocked  the  gun  off  a  little  bit ;  they  didn't 
shoot  me  then ;  they  told  me  never  mind,  hold  on,  they  would  finish  me  directly.  They 
had  carried  Abe  off  then,  around  and  up  a  little  hill  to  kill  him.  They  killed  mm  about 
as  far  off  as  across  the  street  here  to  the  hotel. 

QueHion.  In  what  way  did  they  kill  him  f 

Anmcer,  They  shot  him  with  a  double-barreled  gun.  I  run  from  this  end  of  the  gal- 
lery to  that  end,  to  see  when  they  shot  him.  The  first  shot  was  a  double-barreled  gun. 
At  the  next  one,  some  one  holloed  to  them  all  to  fire,  and  all  fired,  I  reckon.  I  will  not 
reckon  about  it,  for  the  holes  was  counted  they  shot  in  him ;  and  Dr.  McCall  counted 
thirty-three  holes  they  shot  in  him.  After  I  saw  they  ha<l  shot  him,  I  saw  them  coming 
hack  to  the  house.  I  knew  they  were  going  to  kill  me,  as  they  had  told  me  they  would. 
I  thought  I  would  go  in  the  room  and  wake  my  children  up,  and  take  them  up ;  and 
when  fcame  out  of  the  room  there  was  about  seventy-five  men  at  the  door,  guiEtrding 
me  regularly — all  white  men.  I  could  see  into  their  faces :  they  were  standing  so  close 
to  me.  As  I  was  standing  there,  they  walked  off  around  the  house,  and  cSled  the 
other  men  to  come  on,  and  let's  finish  in  the  house ;  and  while  they  stepped  around  the 
comer  of  the  house,  I  went  in  the  room  and  picked  up  one  of  the  children ;  the  other 
was  wakened,  but  the  other  was  out  and  gone.  I  picked  up  the  one  that  was  asleept 
and  run  out  of  the  gate  at  the  comer  of  the  house,  and  went  off  across  the  new  ground 
or  field,  and  run  for  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  stopped  in  a  thicket  of  woods  to  see 
what  they  were  going  to  do.  I  made  my  child  sit  down,  and  I  stood  up  to  see  them. 
They  came  back  to  the  house,  and  went  around  and  in  the  house,  and  tore  up  every- 
thing. Then  they  made  a  light,  and  went  under  the  house  with  a  light,  and  in  the 
house,  and  in  the  heu-house.  and  in  the  stables.  They  must  have  been  looking  for  me; 
I  don't  know  what  else.  Then  I  took  my  children  and  went  farther  in  the  woods. 
They  shot  off  all  the  pistols  in  the  house,  and  shot  my  dog,  and  then  came  out  and  shot 
off  their  pistols  and  guns,  and  it  sounded  like  there  was  over  a  hundred  shots  at  once. 
I  did  say,  when  I  first  told  this  tale,  that  I  believed  there  was  colored  people  in  it :  but 
the  reason  I  said  that  was  because  they  deliberately  picke<l  him  up ;  and  I  thought  no 
white  man  would  pick  up  such  a  noble-looking  man  as  he  was — a  large  man,  as  large 
as  that  man  sitting  there.  [The  chairman,  Mr.  Pratt.  J  I  thought  no  whit<e  i>eople 
would  pick  up  such  a  man  and  tote  him — that  they  would  not  lower  themselves  low 
enough,  as  they  would  say,  to  pick  up  a  darkey— and  it  was  for  that  reason  I  said  I 
believed  there  was  colored  people  in  it.  I  did  not  know  anybody,  but  I  run  off  to  the 
woods  and  staid  all  night,  me  and  my  child,  without  any  clothes.  They  did  not  leave 
him ;  some  of  them  guarded  him  all  night,  thinking  Romebody  would  come  to  him.  I 
was  in  sight  of  the  house,  and  I  raised  up  when  I  could  see  anybody,  I  reckon  at  about 
a  hnndreu  yards.    I  could  not  see  the  house  good  then,  and  I  hid  myself  again  until  it 

got  good  daylight;  and  just  at  sunrise  I  came  out  of  the  woods  and  started  to  my 
onse;  and  I  saw  two  goiug  away  from  it  in  the  morning;  they  went  down  the  woods 
to  where  they  could  get  out  without  anybody  seeing  them. 
Que9ix<m,  Was  any  of  your  property  in  the  house  stolen  that  night  f 
Ansvoer,  We  had  some  money  on  Monday  looking  at  it.  I  had  a  daughter  up  here, 
and  was  sending  her  to  school ;  besides,  I  bad  three  children  at  home.  We  hacl  some 
money  in  the  house,  but  I  don't  know  whereabouts  ho  put  it,  but  wo  had  it  in  a  little 
square  box  about  a  foot  long  and  half  as  wide,  and  I  reckon  that  had  about  $600  in  it ; 
we  were  lookiug  over  it,  and  I  wanted  some  of  it  to  bring  up  here  to  school  my  daughter 
on  it.  Then  I  says,  "  Put  it  away  till  we  get  over  chopping  the  cotton,  and  then  I  will 
go ;  you  can  spare  it."    I  was  going  to  bring  it  up  here ;  1  had  no  idea  of  anybody  kill- 
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ing  him.  He  took  it  and  pat  it  away,  and  I  wont  to  sleep.  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
pat  it  in  the  blacksmith-suop,  or  iinaer  the  house,  or  where.  If  it  was  in  the  house,  or 
under  it,  they  got  it.  I  do  not  know  where  he  pat  it,  for  I  Was  satisfied  he  could  get 
it.    I  never  have  seen  it.    I  left  my  hogs  and  wagon  and  everything. 

Question.  How  long;  after  your  husband  was  kiUed  before  you  came  away  f 

Answer.  He  was  killed  Tuesday  night,  and  I  left  Sunday  morning  for  the  river  to 
take  the  boat. 

Question.  Had  you  staid  at  your  house  all  the  time  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  moved  right  out,  for  I  thought  they  would  come  for  me;  €  went  to 
a  neighbor's  house. 

Question.  Did  you  miss  anything  else  besides  the  money  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  nothing  besides  the  money.  I  left  my  hogs  down  there,  and  left  a 
wagon  we  had  paid  $75  for,  and  we  had  a  great  many  other  little  things. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  bring  your  things  away  with  you  T 

Answer.  They  had  threatened  njy  life,  and  he  had  been  killed,  and  I  could  not  t^ll 
how  or  what  nor  nothing  about  his  business. 

Question.  Who  has  j^our  property  T 

Answer.  I  just  left  it  there ;  I  suppose  I  never  will  get  it ;  I  am  afraid  to  go  back. 

Question.  Where  was  this  ? 

Answer.  In  De  Sotoville ;  a  little  village.  There  were  one  or  two  stores  there.  There 
had  been  two,  but  one  was  broken  up,  and  my  husband  had  put  up  an  elegant  black- 
smith shop.    Everybody  knew  him  in  the  county.    Mr.  Lyon  raised  hinu 

Question.  How  many  do  you  think  there  were  in  the  crowd  there  that  night  t 

Anstcer.  I  guess  about  a  hundred:  but  being  very  much  scared,  I  could  not  judge. 

Question.  Was  it  a  moonlight  nigr.t  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir,  but  very  cloudy,  and  the  moon  was  running  under  the  clouds. 

Question.  Did  you  notice  whether  any  of  the  men  had  disguises  ou  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  some  of  them  were  disguised.  They  had  handkerchiefs  tied  over 
their  faces,  and  white  pieces  for  the  head  to  go  through,  and  dropping  down  on  each 
side. 

Question.  Was  this  gown  or  frock  white  which  they  had  on  f 

Answer.  It  was  white. 

Question.  What  disguises,  if  any,  had  they  upon  their  faces  f 

Answer.  White. 

Question.  How  many  of  them  seemed  to  be  disguised  1 

Answer.  It  looked  like  there  was  twelve  or  thirteen  disguised,  and  they  were  the 
ones  that  took  hold  of  him. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  men  who  presented  their  pbtols  and 
guns  at  you  were  white  men  t 

Answer.  White  men. 

Question.  Did  they  have  any  disguises  on  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did.  you  know  any  of  them  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  in  the  crowd  T 

Anstver.  No,  sir,  I  didn't. 

Question.  What  reason  have  you  to  think  that  any  of  the  crowd  were  colored  people  f 

Ansipcr.  Because  they  picked  him  up  and  toted  him  so  deliberately;  I  did  not  think 
a  white  man  would  do  it. 

Question.  Is  that  the  only  reason  you  have  ? 

Anstcer.  That's  the  only  reason  I  have  for  believing  there  was  some  colored  pecfile, 
because  I  didn't  think  white  people  would  pick  him  up  so  deliberately  and  tote  him 
out ;  he  was  such  a  noble,  big  man. 

Question.  You  were  not  wounded  yourself? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  wasn't. 

Question.  Nor  your  children  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  then  Sunday  morning  I  left  to  go  to  the  river.  I  lived  fourteeKi 
miles  from  the  river.  After  I  had  gone,  I  reckon  about  10  o'clock  in  the  day-time,  a 
heavy  rain  came  on,  and  the  men  pursued  on  after  me.  As  soon  as  I  came  away«  they 
sent  me  word  the  men  pursued  on  after  me,  some  men  next  day,  to  overtake  me  bt^ro 
I  got  to  the  river. 

Qtiestion.  How  do  you  know  they  pursued  you  T 

Anstcer.  I  heard  so. 

Question.  You  did  not  see  anybody  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qtiestion.  Who  told  you  that  f 

Answer.  I  just  heard  it  from  people  that  came  up  from  down  there. 

Question.  How  many  did  you  hear  pursued  you  T  "VOoIp 

Answer.  About  ten ;  and  a  heavy  rain  came  on  and  cut  them  off  from  mc^aod  Iiail  to 
TompkinsviUe. 
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QuesUan.  Had  yonr  husband  tad  any  trouble  with  anybody  T 

Answer.  None  at  all  that  we  coald  hear ;  he  would  not  insnlt  a  child ;  he  was  a  very 
quiet  man. 

Question.  What  did  these  men  who  shot  your  husband  in  that  manner  say  they  were 
doing  it  fort 

Ansioer.  They  didn't  say :  he  asked  them  after  thev  picked  him  up  and  were  carrying 
him  off  the  gfulery,  "  Gentlemen,  what  have  I  done  T"  They  says,  "  Never  mind  what 
yon  have  done ;  we  ^ust  want  your  damned  heart." 

QuesHon,  So  they  did  not  tell  him  what  they  were  killing  him  for  f 

Answer,  No.  sir,  not  at  all.  Then  he  said,  **  Lord  have  mercy  on  mo  j"  he  looked  like 
he  gave  up  afterward,  he  was  begging  the  Lord  to  have  mercy  on  him. 

Questwti.  Did  you  see  him  at  the  time  they  shot  him  f 

Answer,  I  saw  the  gun  when  it  fired ;  it  was  a  distance  firom  me,  but  you  know  I 
could  see  the  fire  of  the  gun  from  here  to  the  hotel. 

QuesHan,  What  was  done  with  the  body  T 

Answer,  It  was  left  lying  there.  They  cut  his  head  off  to  here,  after  they  had  shot 
him.  They  were  going  to  let  him  alone,  but  some  gentleman  in  the  crowd  says,  "  Don't ; 
lefs  cut  his  head  off,"  and  they  all  went  back  and  cut  his  head  loose  around  to  there, 
to  the  middle  of  the  side  of  the  neck,  cutting  around  from  in  front.  I  have  got  the 
penknife  that  they  used ;  they  broke  it  in  his  throat  j  it  is  about  a  finger-length ; 
it  was  a  pocket-knife ;  they  took  the  biggest  blade. 

QnesMon.  At  what  hour  in  the  night  aid  the  crowd  come  there  t 

Ansu>er,  I  did  not  have  any  watch,  or  anything  of  the  kind,  but  I  judge  it  was  11 
o'oiock. 

Question.  Had  you  been  asleep  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  when  I  told  Dr  McCall  about  it,  that  we  were  living  with,  he  said 
it  was  about  11  o'clock ;  ho  said  he  guessed  it  was  about  11  o'clock,  because  he  was  up 
in  his  bouse  about  11  o'clock,  and  there  was  some  gentlemen  there  from  Mount  Stir- 
ling, and  they  were  up  right  late. 

Question,  Did  anybody  come  there  that  night  after  the  firing,  to  see  what  the  matter 
was? 

Answer,  Not  a  sottl  came— not  a  soul. 

Question,  You  say  there  were  people  living  within  the  call  of  your  voice  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  White  people  t 

Answer,  Colored  people.  ^ 

Question.  Did  any  colored  people  come  to  see  you  f 

Answer.  No.  sir ;  because  all  outside  of  the  fence  was  guarded. 

Qusslicn,  What  white  man  lived  nearest  you  ? 

Answer,  The  man  we  were  hired  to. 

Question,  What  was  his  name  f 

Ans\oer,  Dr.  McCall. 

Question,  Was  he  at  home  that  night  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Could  the  firing  have  been  heard  at  his  house  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  saidhe  heard  the  firing  when  the  orders  were  ^ven  for  all  to 
fire.  They  all  fired  at  once ;  he  said  it  sounded  like  somebody  throwmg  down  a  pile 
of  shingles.  He  said  he  heard  it,  and  thought  it  was  somebody  throwing  down  the 
boards  where  they  had  been  building  at  the  roadside,  between  his  house  and  mine. 

Question.  Was  your  husband  working  at  his  trade  at  the  time  in  the  blacksmith 
shop? 

Answer.  He  was  working  at  his  trade  and  carrying  on  a  farm,  too. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  any  one  that  he  had  had  any  trouble  with  t 

Answer,  Not  one. 

Question,  Was  he  a  peaceable,  quiet  man  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  would  not  insult  a  child ;  his  character  was  known  all  over 
Alabama.    Mr.  Lyon  can  give  you  his  charaeter. 

Question,  Was  he  a  republican  in  politics  7 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Questn&n,  Was  he  a  radical  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  voted  the  radical  ticket^  and  stood  to  it  in  any  crowd,  that  he 
was  a  radical  man,  and  at  that  time  we  wet^  living  among  the  democratic  parties. 

QuesUon,  Did  they  ever  give  him  any  trouble  on  that  account  t 

Answer.  Not  at  all;  one  gentleman  came  to  his  shop  about  two  months  before  tnis 
happened,  and  pulled  a  paper  out  of  his  pocket  and  asked  him  what  sort  of  a  ticket 
did  be  vote,  and  he  told  .him  he  voted  the  radical  ticket. 

Question,  What  did  the  man  say  to  that  f 

Answer.  He  did  not  say  anything  at  all,  but  he  shut  up  his  book  and  went  off. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  or  information  of  who  any  of  these  persons  weie 
who  killed  your  husband  f 

80  A 
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Answer,  Not  a  bit. 

Question,  Was  there  a  coroner's  inquest  held  over  yonr  husband's  body  f 

Anstoer,  The  doctor  kept  him  nearly  two  days  to  tret  somebody  to  come  aod  hold  a 
Jory  over  him,  but  the  men  would  not  come ;  he  oouM  not  get  them  together. 

Question.  No  inquest  was  ever  held  ? 

Anstcer,  No,  sir  |  not  a  bit.  1  wanted  to  bring  his  dead  body  home,  but  they  said  it 
was  not  worth  while ;  it  was  so  warm  they  would  charge  me  more  than  I  would  be  able 
to  pay. 

Question,  Who  buried  him  1 

Answer.  1  buried  him  with  the  colored  people. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  go  and  make  a  compIaiD<i  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  a 
judffe  about  this  ?        t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  was  before  anybody ;  nobody  put  themselvea  to  any  trouble 
about  it. 

Question,  Wka  anybody  ever  arrested  or  prosecuted  about  this  f 

Answer,  Not  a  thing  was  done. 

Question.  Were  there  many  white  people  in  that  neighborhood  f 

Answer,  Not  a  great  many. 

Question.  Were  they  radicals  or  democrats  f 

Answer,  All  democrats ;  there  is  not  a  radical  gentleman  in  Choctaw ;  it  is  the  low- 
est down  county  in  the  United  States. 

Question.  8o  you  do  not  know  of  any  effort  made  by  any  one  to  discover  who  oemmit- 
ted  this  murder  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  say  that  I  knew  of  one,\[M)sitively. 

Question,  Bat  you  do  not  know  that  anybody  has  ever  made  any  attempt  to  find  out 
who  the  murderers  were  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  anybody  has  made  any  attempt  in  the  werld. 
Mr.  Lyon  did  write  two  or  three  letters  to  find  out  from  Dr.  -McCcdl  had  he  ever  heard 
any  result  of  anything. 

Question,  You  mean  Mr.  Lyon,  here  in  Demopolisf 

An8U)er,  Yes,  sir ;  he  that  used  to  be  my  master ;  he  told  me  he  had  never  got 
any  answer.  I  put  one  of  his  letters  in  the  post-office  myself,  and  he  has  never  got  an 
answer.    I  have  been  here  ever  since  he  was  killed — nearly  four  months. 

Question,  Did  these  men  come  on  foot  or  on  horseback  f 

Answer,  They  came  on  horseback. 

Question,  Dia  you  see  the  horses  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  but  I  heard  them  when  they  ^ere  going  along  the  road. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  any  whistle  sounded  f 

Answer,  Not  one;  I  could  hear  the  noise  of  the  horses,  and  hear  the  saddles 
creak.  I  run  near  the  fence  where  the  road  went  along — the  public  road ;  when  they 
went  along,  I  was  so  far  from  the  fence  I  could  not  see  ijxe  horses,  but  I  could  hear, 
and  knew  they  were  horses,  and  I  could  hear  the  saddles  creaking,  and  they  were  talk- 
ing. 

Question,  Did  you  think  there  were  as  many  as  a  hundred  men  there  f 

Ariswer,  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  as  many  as  a  hundred. 

Qtiestion,  You  say  there  were  thirty-three  holes  in  yonr  husband's  body  f 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  fort-y-three. 

Question,  Were  they  buUet-holee  or  buck-shot  f 

Answer,  I  didn't  take  particular  notice ;  but  when  the  doctor  raised  him  up  and  was 
examining  the  holes,  him  and  another  doctor  from  Mount  Sterling,  the  shot  ieli  out 
of  his  body,  and  some  looked  like  buck-shot  and  some  looked  like  cartridge-balls-^ig 
holes. 

Question,  How  long  before  you  went  to  see  his  body  f 

Answer.  From  11  o'clock  at  night  until  sunrise  next  morning. 

Question,  He  was  dead  then  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  was  dead  before  I  left  the  house  I  am  satisfied,  for  I  heard  tbem 
when  they  said,  "  Come,  let's  go  and  finish  in  the  house/'  and  they  said,  *'  Come,  men, 
let's  go  back  and  cut  his  head  off." 

Question.  Do  you  think  they  meant  to  kill  you  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  because  they  told  me  distinctly  at  the  house  thai  they  would  kill 
me. 

Question,  What  did  they  have  against  you  f 

Answer,  They  didn't  tell  me ;  they  wanted  to  kill  the  family ;  they  wanted  to  k^ 
OS  dead. 

Question,  Did  they  speak  of  killing  the  children  f 

Answer.  They  said  they  wanted  to  kill  all  of  us. 

Question.  Hoyv  old  was  your  oldest  child  T  ><^  i 

AMfu^.  She  wa«  here  at  school.  d  iti,,^  by  GoOqIc 

^tie^tioa.  But  the  oldest  one  there  t  o 

Answer.  About  fourteen,  I  reckon. 
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Questhn.  Is  he  here  dow  f 

Answer.  He  is  not  in  town ;  he  is  out  in  the  country. 

QuestioH,  Did  you  take  your  child  with  you  when  yon  made  your  escape  T 

Answer.  He  ha<d  Jumped  out  and  gone. 

Queatum.  Did  you  take  the  other  two  with  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  so  you  staid  in  the  woods  all  night  ? 

Answer,  Tes,  sir,  all  night  long ;  the  other  two  were  girls ;  he  was  a  hoy,  and  could 
lead  and  write  veiy  well,  and  he  had  heen  teaching  school  down  there  a  little,  and  the 
reason  he  quit  teaching  was,  they  had  sent  him  some  threats,  that  if  he  didn't  stop 
teaching  the  Ku-Klnx  would  call  upon  him. 

Qnesiion,  How  long  did  the  crowd  stay  ahont  your  house  after  they  shot  your  hus- 
band ?  You  spoke  of  seeing  them  take  a  light  and  enter  the  house  and  stable  and 
other  out-houses.    How  long  after  they  shot  him  were  they  about  the  premises  f 

Answer,  I  reckon  they  were  about  there  for  a  half  an  hour. 

Question,  They  seemed  to  be  searching  for  something  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  have  no  knowledge  of  where  your  husband  kept  his  money/ 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  the  least ;  because  whenever  I  asked  him  for  any  I  got  it. 

QuestUm,    What  was  he  saving  his  money  for  f 

Answer,  Wo  wanted  to  come  up  here  and  build  us  a  house. 

Question,  You  had  counted  the  money,  had  you  f 

Answer.  He  had  counted  it,  and  he  told  me  he  leckoned  there  was  about  six  hundred 
dollars. 

Question,  Did  the  people  about  the  county  know  that  your  husband  had  this  money  f 

Answer.  Not  as  I  know  of,  but  they  always  knew  he  was  a  very  shifty  man,  and 
very  smart  about  work,  and  his  trade  would  bring  him  a  great  deal. 

Question,  Had  he  made  this  money  since  the  war? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  made  some  of  it ;  I  had  a  little  before  the  surrender. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  negroes  in  Choctaw  County  being  whipped, 
€7  shot  at,  or  killed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have. 

Question.  How  many  oases  have  you  heard  off 

Answer.  1  heard  of  two  cases  being  killed  that  I  know. 

Question,  Tell  the  committee  all  about  them.    State  it  as  you  have  heard  it. 

Answer.  A  man  was  killed  named  William  Ezell. 

Question.  Since  you  left  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quettion,  Was  he  a  colored  man  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  &r  from  you  f 

Answer,  He  lived  about  three  miles  from  where  I  lived. 

Question.  Did  you  know  him  f 

Answer,  I  have  seen  him  often. 

Question.  When  did  you  understand  he  was  killed  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  exactly ;  I  had  been  away  about  a  month. 

Qu^Um.  Did  you  understand  who  killed  him  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Queetiom.  Or  how  many  were  concerned  in  killing  him  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  jnst  heard  that  the  Ku-Klux  had  killed  him. 

Questiim.  Who  was  the  other  man  killed  T 

Answer.  One  that  lived  at  Tompkinsville  Landing,  on  the  river.  You  have  Heard 
where  that  is,  haven't  you  f  A  man  was  killed  there  named  Isaac.  I  can't  think  of 
the  other  name. 

Question.  Did  he  live  at  Tompkinsville  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  a  colored  man  t 

Anewer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  was  he  killed  f 

Answer.  Since  Ezell— about  a  month  ago. 

Question.  By  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  by  the  Ku-Klnx.  I  knew  him  because  he  had  two  or  three  hogs 
raising  them  for  me  at  the  river.  I  went  to  send  them  to  Mobile,  and  they  put  them 
out  on  the  river,  they  were  so  poor,  and  I  got  him  to  take  care  of  them. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  colored  people  beiug  killed  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  several  being  killed,  but  I  don't  know  whether  it  is  true  or 
not,  and  I  don't  like  to  dwell  upon  them.  ^  j 

•Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  colored  people  being  whipped  fzed  by  VjOOQ  IC 

Answer.  They  whipped  one  woman.    The  Ku-Klux  got  after  her  husband,  and  he  got 
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away,  and  they  went  to  her  house  and  whipped  her  very  badly.  I  don't  know  whether 
slie  is  dead  or  alive. 

Question.  Did  you  know  her? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  just  knew  she  lived  in  Choctaw. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  she  was  whipped  by  the  Kn-Klox  T 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  was  that  done  7 

Answer.  That  was  done  the  week  after  I  left. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  En-Klux  before  yoor  husband  was  killed  in  Cboe- 
taw  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  before  your  hnsband  was  kiUed  had  you  heard  of  Ku-B3uxf 

Anmner.  A  good  wmle ;  I  heard  of  them  last  year. 

Quesiiom.  What  were  they  doing  in  Choctaw  County  last  year  T 

Answer.  Nothing  serious;  I  heard  they  were  going  about;  they  hadn't  done  no 
murder  or  anything  of  the  sort. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  Ku-Klux  yourself  except  that  night  your  husband 
was  kille^t 

Answer.  I  never  did.  I  lived  with  Judge  Smith  before  I  moved  up  there  on  his 
plantation. 

Question.  Did  the  colored  people  stand  in  great  awe  of  the  Ku-Klnx— great  foar  of 
themf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  on  Judge  Smith's  they  did,  because  they  lived  with  a  Yankee. 

Question.  Is  Judge  Smith  a  Yankee  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Isn't  he  the  county  judge  f 

Answer.  The  State  judge. 

Question.  Did  they  ever  visit  his  plantation  f 

^M^rer.  They  never  visited  it,  but  we  know  the  colored  people  that  lived  there 
always  guarded  it  at  night.  They  didn't  visit  it,  but  they  always  were  threaten ioff; 
we  always  could  hear  of  threats  that  the  En-Klux  were  coming.  The  Friday  nirat 
before  tlio  Tuesday  when  Abe  was  killed,  I  was  told  after  Abe's  death  that  the  So- 
Klux  had  called  on  Judge  Smith  at  his  plantation,  and  had  called  him  out  of  the  house, 
but  he  didn't  come  out ;  he  jumped  out  of  some  back  window  and  left  his  light  burn- 
ing, and  they  still  thought  he  was  in  there,  and  they  started  to  go  up  in  the  house.  They 
saw  the  liglit  burning  and  went  in  the  gallery ;  so  I  was  told  by  the  colored  people.  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  was  true  or  not ;  it  may  not  have  been  so ;  they  didn*t  break 
his  house  open,  but  they  went  up  in  the  gallery  with  the  horses. 

Question.  What  was  the  trouble  with  Judge  Smith ;  what  objection  had  the  Kn-B3ux 
to  him? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  what  objection. 

Question.  How  near  do  yon  live  to  Judge  Smith  ? 

Ansiccr.  I  lived  with  Judge  Smith  two  years ;  last  Christmas  I  moved  up  to  Dr.  Mc- 
Call's. 

Question.  Were  the  whites  in  that  part  of  the  county  mostly  democrats  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  they  are  mostly  democrats. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Before  you  left  Choctaw,  and  before  your  husband  was  killed,  did  yoa  ever 
hear  of  any  colored  men  being  whipped  ? 

Anstver.  No,  sir.    I  never  heard  of  any  of  them  being  whipped  as  I  reoollect. 

Question.  Does  Dr.  McCall  still  live  down  at  Tompkinsville  t 

Answer.  He  don't  live  at  Tompkinsville,  but  fourteen  miles  out  from  the  river. 

Question.  Is  he  still  living  there? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  fiud  the  box  that  contained  the  money  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  looked  for  it  diligently,  but  I  never  found  it ;  I  couldn't  tell  wheve 
he  put  it. 

(Question.  Was  ^our  son  teaching  a  colored  school  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  break  it  up  ? 

Answer.  We  broke  it  up  after  hearing  the  talk  about  the  Ku-Klux,  that  they  woolid 
call  on  him. 

Question.  You  stopped  it  then  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  anv  other  school  being  broken  up  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  was  just  a  lad  of  a  boy,  and  we  colored  people  on  the  place 
found  that  he  could  write  pretty  well,  and  tbev  wanted  him  to  teach  them  some,  and  he 
said  he  would,  and  they  would  pay  him  and  he  would  teach  them,  and  thev  weot«A  a 
month  with  his  school,  asking  every  head  four  bits  a  month,  and  I  rec*koa  he  had 
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twenty-five  scbolarB,  and  the  white  people  didn't  like  it  abont  the  colored  people  learn- 
ing to  read  down  in  that  part,  and  so  they  said,  or  we  were  told  by  some  of  the  school 
scholars  that  came  there,  that  they  heard  the  white  people  say  they  were  going  to  ciJl 
on  him  some  of  these  nights  aboat  that  school. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  that  any  churches  were  bnmed  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  colored  people's  church  at  Tompkiusville  was  burned  down. 

Question.  Burned  in  the  night  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  it  known  who  burned  it  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  ever  have  school  in  that  church  T 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  they  did  or  not.    I  didn't  live  there. 

Question.  Did  they  have  any  schools  down  at  Butler,  the  county-scat  f 

Answer.  Not  as  I  know  of. 

Question.  Did  they  ever  disturb  Judge  Smith,  down  there,  in  any  way — bum  any- 
thing of  his  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  O,  yes;  they  did.  I  take  that  back  ;  they  bnmed  up  his  gin-house. 
His  mill  was  all  toother,  and  they  burned  down  a  good  deal  of  fence  around  his  farm, 
and  since  we  moved  from  there,  last  Christmas,  and  during  the  time  they  were  pitch- 
ing and  planting  the  crop  in  the  ground  this  spring. 

Question.  Is  it  reported  that  disguised  men  bum^  up  his  mill  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  nobody  knows  whether  they  were  disguised  or  not ;  it  was  done  in 
the  night,  when  everybody  was  asleep. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  When  you  came  up  here  from  Choctaw,  immediately  after  this  occurrence,  , 
did  yott  not  tell  the  people  here  that  it  was  the  black  people  at  ho  killed  your  hus- 
band f 

Answer.  I  told  them  I  thought  they  were  black  peonle ;  I  could  not  say,  really, 
whether  they  were  or  not.  I  knew  there  were  some  white  men  in  it,  because  they 
goarded  him,  and  I  could  see  that  they  had  white  faces  like  yourself.  Now,  the  reason 
why  I  said  they  were  colored  people  was,  because  they  picked  him  up  so,  and  toted 
him  so  strong  and  deliberately.  I  didn't  say  they  were  or  were  not  colored  people 
there.    I  wonld  not  dare  to  say  bnt  what  there  was  some  colored  people  in  it. 

Question.  Did  you  not  give  everybody  here  to  understand  that  the  whole  party  were 
colored  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't. 

Question.  Didn't  you  tell  Mr.  Frank  Lyon  that  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  tell  him  that  the  whole  party  was  colored.  I  told  him 
seventy-five  men,  as  near  as  I  could  get  at  it,  stood  at  tno  door  and  guarded  me. 

Questioti.  Seventy-five  colored  men  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  white  men.    They  were  white. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  any  reason  at  all  for  killing  your  husband  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  heard  any  reason  assigned  for  it  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Either  then  or  afterward  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  What  reason  did  you  tell  Mr.  Lyon  f 

Answer.  I  didn't  tell  him  anything  more  than  I  told  him  I  thought  it  might  be  the 
case  that  they  brought  him  up  on  last  year,  but  I  wouldn't  say  that  was  it.  1  told  him 
that  was  the  only  thing  I  thought  would  create  such  a  thing. 

Question.  What  was  it  f 

Answer,  They  brought  him  up  last  year  about  a  case  between  him  and  Mr.  William 
Tucker,  abont  some  mules,  and  you  know  Mr.  William  Tucker  staid  in  iail  a  year  here, 
a  white  man ;  when  they  brought  Abe  up  here  as  a  witness  with  him,  about  these 
mules,  I  don't  know  what  the  decidement  was,  but  I  suppose  it  waA  all  square  law.  I 
told  Mr.  Lyon  I  didn't  know  what  it  was,  without  Mr.  Tucker  had  an  old  grudge,  and 
made  up  a  crowd  and  did  that. 

Question.  Was  he  a  witness  against  Mr.  Tucker  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know  what  it  was,  bnt  I  know  it  was  something  conceming  these 
mules,  and  Mr.  Tucker  staid  in  jail  abont  it. 

Question,  What  testimony  did  he  give  in  the  case  of  lacker  T 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  he  never  told  me.  I  can't  tell  anything  abont  it ;  he  was 
only  a  witness  here  for  something. 

Question,  Was  be  witness  against  Tucker  f 

Answer,  I  don't  know  whether  he  was  a  witness  against  him,  or  how.  ^  j 

Question.  You  had  an  idea,  then,  that  it  originated  in  that  ca^efized  by  VjOO^  IC 

Answer.  I  thoaght  it  might  have  originated  in  that ;  I  brought  that  in,  because  I 
didn't  know  of  anything  else  he  had  done  or  said. 
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QtiesHon,  Was  Tacker  a  white  man  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  he  apprehended  for  stealing  mnlesf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  From  whom  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know  who  the  mules  were  taken  from,  but  it  was  done  directly  after 
the  surrender. 

QiieMx(m.  Yon  do  not  remember,  then,  that  you  told  Mr.  Lyon,  and  other  persons 
here,  that  your  husband  was  killed  by  negroes  f 

Answer.  Not  negroes,  alone ;  I  wouldn't  dare  to  say  but  there  was  some  in  it,  and  the 
reason  I  said  so  was  because  they  picked  him  up  and  toted  him  so  strong  and  so  deliber- 
ately, but  I  know  when  I  see  a  white  man's  face  I  know  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
QtLestion,  You  say  the  men  who  picked  him  up  were  disguised  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  could  not  see  their  faces  t 
Answer^  I  could  not  see  their  faces. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Can  you  not  tell  your  own  people  by  the  way  they  t«lk  T 
Ansiver.  Who  could  tell  their  voices  there;  they  could  change  their  voices,  and  there 

was  so  many,  and  it  was  done  in  a  scare,  when  nobody  would  recognize  their  voices. 

I  did  think  I  recognized  some  of  the  voices,  but  that  won't  do,  to  think  about  this 

thing ;  that  wouldn't  pass.    I  thought  I  knew  some  of  the  voices,  but  that  wouldn't  . 

do. 

By  Mr.  Blaik: 

Question.  You  say  you  saw  the  faces  of  some  of  these  white  people  f 

Ayiswer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  the  faces. 

Question.  You  did  not  know  any  of  them  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  never  had  seen  them  before  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  as  I  know  of.  It  was  dim ;  the  moon  w^  shining,  cloudy.  It 
did  rain  after  they  killed  him.  They  all  were  standing  out  before  the  door,  and  I 
couldut  tell  one  from  the  other  in  such  a  scare  as  that ;  it  would  bo  hard  for  me  to 
tell,  in  a  dozen  men,  \f  hich  was  which,  standing  that  way,  and  I  scared  nearly  to  death 
myself. 

Question,  Mr.  Lyon  wrote  down  there,  you  say,  to  see  if  he  could  find  out  about  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  wrote  several  times.  Mr.  Lyon  looked  like  he  was  trying  to  do 
what  kindness  he  could,  though  I  am  very  much  oppressed  now ;  I  haven't  got  any- 
thing ;  they  run  me  off  from  all  I  had ;  I  can'^get  any  help. 

Question.  Did  your  husband  own  the  shop  and  tools  f 

Ansicer.  He  didn't  own  the  shop ;  he  rented  it. 

Question.  Did  he  own  the  tools  f 

Answer.  He  owned  some  of  them. 

Question.  Have  you  recovered  any  of  the  property  ? 

Answer.  Only  he  had  some  five  or  six  hoes,  and  I  sold  them  to  get  some  money  to 
come  up  here. 

Question.  What  is  the  value  of  the  property  you  have  left  behind ;  what  is  it  worth  ? 

Answer,  I  can't  hardly  tell  you ;  I  left  a  little  two-horse  wagon,  which  he  gave  $75 
for. 

Question.  And  household  and  kitchen  furniture f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  we  were  just  moving  around  from  pillar  to  poet ;  he  just  wanted  to 
make  right  smart  money  to  buy  him  a  piece  of  land  and  build  him  a  house. 

Question.  Did  you  bring  away  your  l>ed-clothing  f 

Ansicer.  Some  of  them  I  brought  away ;  some  I  had  to  give  away. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  anybody  knew  he  had  this  nioney  f 

Ansicer,  I  don't  think  anybody  knew  it. 

Question.  They  knew  he  was  a  thrifty,  money-making  manf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  fast  money-making  man. 

Question,  Was  it  not  likely  they  killeuhim  for  his  money  f 

Ansicer.  I  reckon  so.    They  must  have  killed  him  for  something. 

Question.  Killed  him  to  get  the  money  he  was  supposed  to  have  ? 

Answer,  I  don't  know ;  I  reckon  they  must  have,  but  I  can't  say  they  killed  him  for 
that,  becanso  they  have  killed  some  since  I  left,  and  I  don't  know  what  they  killed 
him  for. 

Question.  You  saw  them  searching  the  house? 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Tbe^  were  looking  for  something  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  thought  they  were  looking  for  me ;  I  never  tboaffht  of  money 
until  next  day ;  it  looked  to  me  like  they  were  looking  for  me,  because  they  went  out 
in  the  fool-house — the  hen-house,  with  a  light,  and  in  the  stable,  and  then  they  went 
in  the  house  and  pulled  the  bedding  off  the  bed,  and  they  looked  like  they  were  look- 
ing for  money  very  closely. 

Question,  They  tore  up  everything  to  make  search  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  look  under  the  house  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  these  men  standing  at  the  door  said  they  were  going  to  have  the 
"Whole  house  all  on  a  tantery,  signifying  that  they  would  bum  it  down.  I  said,  "You 
can  burn  it  down  and  welcome  j  it  doirt  belong  to  me,  but  Dr.  McCall."  He  said, "  If 
it's  Dr.  McCiilPs  I  won't  burn  it  down,  but  I  am  going  to  make  sure  of  you." 

Question.  Did  they  say  what  they  wanted  to  kill  you  fort 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  didn't  ask  them. 

Question,  Did  you  see  the  doctor  afterward  T 

ATiswer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  him  next  day. 

Question.  And  he  said  he  heard  those  people  shooting  f 

Anmcer,  He  said  be  heard  this  noise,  but  lie  thought  it  was  some  of  them  moving  the 
boards  hard,  which  they  had  been  doing  a  night  or  two  before,  working  all  day  build- 
ing a  house  between  my  honse  and  the  doctors  house,  and  they  would  throw  out  the 
lumber  where  they  had  been  building;  and  trash  was  there.  They  would  throw  out 
the  boards,  and  it  would  make  a  loud  noise,  and  he  thought  it  was  moving  some  boards 
and  something  out  of  the  yard. 

Question,  Did  you  tell  him  your  husband  had  been  killed  T 

Answer.  1  sent  him  word  in  the  morning,  when  I  came  out  of  the  woods,  and  when 
I  was  telling  him  how  they  shot  him,  he  said  he  heard  the  report  c^*a  pistol,  but 
thought  they  were  throwing  down  boards  on  each  other. 

Question.  Did  he  have  any  idea  why  your  husband  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  :  he  didn't  seem  to  have  the  least  idea  in  the  world,  and  Ihey  couldn't 
get  the  men  together  to  hold  a  jury. 

By  the  Chaibmak  : 

Question.  A  coroner'a  jury  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  road  this  crowd  took  when  they  left  that  night?  You  say 
you  could  hear  them  pass  down  the  road,  though  you  could  not  see  the  horses  ? 

Answer.  They  took  the  road  that  went  from  my  house  up  to  where  the  stores  were. 

Question,  In  De  Sotoville  T 

Answej;  Yes,  sir ;  my  house  was  on  the  road  like ;  they  were  going  to  Tompkinsville. 

Question,  Did  any  white  people  ffo,  before  you  left,  and  examine  the  tracks  of  the 
horses,  and  try  to  find  out  where  this  crowd  came  from  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  asked  them  to  do  it  and  they  wouldn't.  I  asked  them  to  go  and 
follow  them  while  the  tracks  were  fresh,  in  the  morning. 

Question,  What  did  they  say  ? 

Answer.  They  said  it  wouldn't  be  worth  while,  and  I  told  them  they  were  fresh 
tracks ;  they  said,  "  We  can't  tell  them  from  a  hundred  tracks,"  but  they  wouldn't  put 
themselves  to  any  trouble  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Bucklky  : 

Question.  Yon  say  it  had  rained  in  the  night  t 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir;  a  drizzling  shower. 

Question,  Weie  the  tracks  plain  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  very  plain  ;  it  looked  like  a  great  many  horses ;  the  road  wfes  very 
badly  cut  up,  but  the  people  didn't  do  anytiiin^.  It  seemed  to  me  if  I  had  been  at 
home  here  it  would  have  been  run  up  better,  and  more  attended  to. 


Demopolis,  Alabama,  October  24, 1871. 
WILLIAM  T.  BLACKFORD  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  may  state  your  place  of  residence  and  occupation. 

Answer.  Grcensborongb,  Alabama.  I  was  probate  judge  of  that  county.  Prior  to 
1867  I  was  a  phj'sician.  I  practiced  medicine  there  in  (Jreeusborough  for  twelve  or 
fourteen  years.  ^ 

Question,  How  long  have  you  lived  in  the  State  of  Alabama? 
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Answer,  Since  the  2d  day  of  Febrnary,  1857. 

Qitestion.  Did  you  marry  in  this  Stat-ef 

Answer.  I  did,  sir.    I  married  my  second  wife  in  Greensborough,  Alabama. 

Quoftion,  What  was  your  position  at  the  time  of  the  secession  of  Alabama  f 

Answer.  I  was  a  Union  man,  sir ;  a  Union  man  up  to — well,  all  the  time. 

Question.  Were  yon  persecuted  on  account  of  your  Union  sentimfents  f 

Answer.  I  was,  sir.  After  the  secession  of  Alabama  I  was  tried  by  a  vigilanoe  com* 
mittee  for  my  fidelity  to  the  Union.  Tiirough  the  interposition  of  finends,liowever,  mj 
life  was  saved. 

Question.  What  part  did  you  take  in  the  war  T 

Answer.  After  the  vigilance  committee  had  tried  me,  my  friends  advised  me  to  go  to 
the  army,  to  join  the  army  of  the  confederacy.  I  told  them  I  should  not  do  so,  but  that 
I  was  wdling  to  go  in  the  capacity  of  a  surgeon  in  the  army  without  a  commission: 
that  I  could  not  take  the  oath  that  was  required  by  the  officers  of  the  confederacy;  and  t 
went  out  first  with  the  Fifth  Alabama  Regiment,  afterwards  witu  the  Thirty-nnt  Ala- 
bama Regiment ;  and  remained  in  the  war,  backward  and  forward,  as  necessity  required, 
until  the  surrender.  What  I  mean  by  necessity  is,  whenever  any  persecution  arose  at 
home  I  would  go  off  into  the  army  again« 

Question.  Wore  vou  appointed  judge  of  the  court  of  probate  after  the  adoption  of  the 
new  constitution  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  was  elected  by  a  very  large  majority;  I  think,  some  3,520 
;nigority. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Inl86«f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  1868. 

By  theCHAiRiifAK: 

Question.  Tlow  long  did  you  hold  the  office  t 

Answer.  I  held  the  office  from,  I  think,  in  July.  I  was  installed  into'  the  office,  and 
from  that  time  until  about  the  Ist  of  March,  1871.    I  cannot  tell  positively  the  day. 

Question,  That  was  in  Hale  County,  as  I  understand  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  Hale. 

QttesUon.  Is  Greensborough  the  county-seat  ? 

Answer.  Greensborough  is  the  county-site  of  Hale  County. 

Question.  Was  any  opposition  manifested  to  your  exercising  the  functions  of  that 
office  in  Hale  County  T 

Anstoer.  Nothing  more  than  the  general  opposition  to  all  white  men  who  participated 
in  the  republican  party.  When  I  went  to  the  probate  Judge  who  was  in  possession  of 
the  office,  and  showed  him  my  commission,  and  demanded,  or  at  least  told  him  thai  I 
was  entitled  to  take  charge  or  possession  of  the  office  of  probate  Judge  of  Hale  County, 
he  stated  that  he  would  yield  by  entering  his  protest  on  the  minutes  of  the  probate 
court,  which  was  there,  which  went  on  to  make  a  great  many  statements,  the  particu- 
lars of  which  I  do  not  remember,  but  that  he  gave  up  this  omce  to  military  force  and 
power,  &c. 

Question.  Was  any  military  force  employed  to  eject  him  f 

Answer.  No.  sir  ;  none. 

Question.  That  was  all  a  figure  of  speech,  thenf 

Answ€i\  That  was  all  a  figure  of  speech  on  his  part.  There  was  no  military  in  the 
town  at  the  time,  nor  near  it,  that  I  Know  of.  1  proceeded  with  my  official  duties  from 
that  time,  engaging  in  the  different  campaigns  that  followe*!,  with  the  usual,  or  at  least 
with  an  immense  amount  of  opposition,  and  an  ostracism  that  almost  amounted  to  ter- 
rorism, until  about  the  Ist  of  March,  1871. 

Question.  Did  you  then  resign  the  office  ' 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  resigned  the  office,  because  of  the  circamstaucea  that  took  place 
about  the  19th  of  January. 

Question.  What  were  those  circumstances  T 

Ansv)er,  On  the  night  of  the  19th  of  January 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Last  January,  do  you  mean  ? 

Answer.  January,  1871,  there  was  a  body  of  disguised  men,  about  sixty  or  seventy, 
visited  Grecnsboronch.  They  went  to  the  house  of  ray  mother-in-law,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Nut- 
ting ;  they  demanded  entrance.  Mr.  Tucker  got  up  and  unlocked  the  door.  They  inquired 
if  I  was  in  my  room.  Ho  stated  that  ho  did  not  know,  but  thought  I  was  not.  They 
ordered  him  to  light  a  lamp  and  conduct  them  to  my  room.  He  aid  so.  Thev  tore  up 
the  clothing  in  my  room,  and  they  then  searched  every  nook  and  comer  of  the  house, 
statinff  to  him  "that  the  family  need  not  be  alarmed  ;  that  they  did  npt  propose  to  in- 
jure the  iamily,  but  that  they  were  going  to  have  mo.  Failing  to  find  me  they  went 
to  a  suite  of  rooms  where  I  had  my  office — in  the  same  house  that  I  ha<l  my  office.  A 
light  burning  in  an  up-atair  room  in  the  same  building  was  occupied  by  Mr.  James  £. 
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Griggs.  They  went  to  that  room,  eeeiDg  the  light  there,  and  demanded  of  him  to  torn 
up ;  using  his  language.  ^'  Griggs,  we  do  not  want  to  hurt  you,  hut  where  is  Blackford  f ' 
Said  he,  **  I  really  don*t  know,  out  I  suppose  he  is  down  in  his  room,  down  stairs." 
"Turn  up  your  lamp,  and  show  us  to  his  room."  Mr.  Griggs  did  so,  and  when  he  got 
into  my  room,  some  one,  I  think,  took  the  lamp  from  him.  They  failed  to  find  me. 
They  took  my  hat  and  some  of  my  clothes,  and  carried  them  down  street  on  a  pole, 
Bwearing  that  they  had  failed  to  find  me  this  time,  hut  that  thev  would  catcli  me  some 
time.  They  also  stated  that  they  would  he  damned  if  any  repuollcan  should  ever  live 
in  Alahama  as  long  as  they  had  an  existence,  or  some  such  thins*  They  said,  *^  We 
have  got  his  hat,  and  we  will  have  him  where  we  have  got  his  bat  j*'^  they  were  exhibit- 
ing the  hat  on  the  pole.  They  then  started  a  little  farther  down  the  street,  and  said, 
**  We  have  failed  to  catch  Blackford  ;  let  us  go  and  turn  McCrary  out  of  jail,  because  ho 
was  arrested  by  a  nigger."  They  went  around  to  the  jail,  or  went  to  the  jailer,  and 
ordered  him  to  deliver  the  keys,  which  he  did,  and  they  turned  McCrary  out.  They 
then  passed  on  down  the  street  by  Mrs.  Nutting's.  They  stopped  opposite  the  house 
and  fired  a  number  of  shots  into  the  house,  one  of  which  passed  through  the  window 
into  my  little  daughter's  room.  I  have  a  little  daughter  of  between  eleven  and  twelvo 
years  of  ace,  who  was  sleeping  in  tho  room  with-her  grandmother,  and  they  did  not 
xniss,  could  not  have  missed  her  head  from  the  position  in  which  she  was  lying,  more 
than  six  or  eight  inches :  at  the  same  time  swearing  that  they  would  demolish  the  race. 
They  left  after  that.  The  whistle  blew  from  their  commander,  and  they  left.  I  would ' 
have  been  captured  by  that  party  had  it  not  been  for  the  iufoimation  that  1  received 
from  a  negro  whom  they  captured,  who  lived  on  my  lot,  and  was  supposed  to  know 
preciselv  where  I  was.  He,  together  with  the  present  mayor  of  the  town,  misled  them 
as  to  where  I  was  that  night.  The  negro  was  carried  down  by  them  down  to  Mi-s. 
Nutting's.  Ho  pointed  out  the  room  up-stairs  where  I  slept,  and  then,  of  couro,  they 
paid  no  further  attention  to  him,  and  while  they  were  ransacking  the  house  there,  he 
ran  back  to  the  office  and  gave  me  the  information.  I,  of  course,  left  my  bed,  and, 
with  what  clothes  I  could  grab  in  my  hands,  I  made  my  escape  to  tne  woods,  where  I 
remained  until  morning. 

Question.  How  do  you  derive  your  information  as  to  what  transpired  f 

Answer,  From  my4)rother-in-law  and  my  mother-in-law  and  my  sister-in-law,  as  to 
what  transpired  in  the  house.  I  derive  it  from  Mr.  John  S.  Tucker,  my  brother-in-law, 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Kutting,  my  mother-in-law,  and  Mrs.  Anne  Tucker,  4s  to  what  transpired  in 
the  house.  As  to  what  transpired  in  the  other  house  I  derive  it  from  Mr.  James  E. 
Griggs,  together  with  what  I  heard,  for  I  was  only  over  the  hill  a  little  distance  from 
them,  standing  in  a  position  where  I  could  rtoch  the  swamp  before  they  could  circum- 
vent a  ditch  with  their  horses,  before  they  could  get  around  that  ditch  and  catch  me. 

Question.  From  your  place  of  concealment  could  you  observe  these  men  t 

Answer,  I  could  see  them  very  distinctly ;  that  is,  I  could  see  the  white  and  different 
colors.  It  was  a  vei-y  beautiful  starlight  morning ;  there  was  no  moon,  however,  but 
looking  from  the  bill  that  I  occupied,  I  looked  down  at  an  angle  of  about,  I  suppose^ 
some  &^f  where  they  were  in  my  lot. 

Question,  Could  you  see  that  they  were  mounted  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  could  see.  When  I  first  ran  out  of  the  room,  however,  I  ran  to 
make  a  large  brier  swamp  on  the  south  side  of  the  town,  and  I  got  about  the  middle  of 
the  street,  and  they  were  coming  up  in  full  breast,  all  mounted  on  horseback,  and  I 
found  I  could  not  get  by  tho  court-house  or  over  tne  square  without  beiug  observed. 
I  then  turned  and  went  down  what  we  call  Centreville  street,  and  turned  the  corner  of 
my  stable ;  that  sheltered  me  from  them  when  they  turned.  I  then  got  in  behind  a 
Ledge  of  tea-roses,  almost  as  wide  as  this  room,  and  as  high  as  a  man  or  a  horse,  and 
l>ehmd  that  I  was  sheltered  from  view.  Some  of  them,  1  think,  got  a  glimpse  of  me 
as  I  turned  around  my  stable  to  the  right,  and  rode  down  there,  bat  I  reached  the 
Lricr  patch  across  a  lot  280  feet,  which  is  the  depth  of  my  lot.  I  reached  this  tea-roso 
hedge  and  got  behind  it,  and  climbed  a  fence,  and  got  behind  Mr.  Adell's  house,  and  that 
put  me  in  a  ditch,  which  I  crawleil  up  and  then  got  up  opposite  Mr.  Pitman's  house, 
and  then  on  the  hill,  and  stopped  to  put  on  my  clothes.  1  was  in  my  bare  feet,  but 
in  my  drawers.    I  had  grabbed  a  coat  and  pair  of  breeches  as  I  ran. 

Question,  Could' you  observe  that  they  were  disguised  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  saw  them  disguised  twice.  When  they  rallied  around  the  bouse 
and  said,  "  We  have  got  the  damned  scoundrel  now, "  I  then  stepped  back  this  side  of 
Mr.  Pitman's  house,  where  I  could  see  distinctly  all  over  my  lot,  and  I  could  see  they 
all  looked  like  a  mass  of  white  moving  around.  I  also  saw  them  on  the  street  when  I 
first  ran  into  the  middle  of  the  street :  coming  up  I  could  see  them  j  they  were  all  dis- 
guised. .  That,  with  the  information  I  had  from  Mr.  Tucker  and  Mr.  Griggs,  describing 
their  appeai-ance,  disguises,  &c.,  confirmed  my  own  sight.  They  shot  a  number  of 
times ;  they  shot  a  periect  volley  around  the  house,  and  did  not  shoot  into  my  house 
at  all ;  that  is,  into  the  house  where  I  was  sleeping  that  night.  It  might  be  well  for 
me  to  state  here  that  I  had  some  horses,  fine  horses— stock— and  the  ooys  had  been 
i;iving  me  a  good  deal  of  trouble  by  opening  the  doors  and  shooting  my  stable  dogs^ 
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dLC.|  so  that  I  had  to  put  a  gnard  there.  I  staid  ap  at  my  office.  I  had  a  snite  of  roomd 
furnished  there,  and  also  at  Mrs.  Nutting's,  where  I  boarded  regularly,  and  I  staid  op 
there  so  as  to  assist  my  men  in  case  any  effort  was  made  to  tear  down  or  bum  up  my 
stable  with  my  stock  in  it.  They  had  several  times  entered  mj  stable  and  carried  my 
trotting-wagons  and  sulkies  away  off  to  the  Southern  University  and  put  them  away 
up  on  the  balconies,  and  these  things,  all  of  which  I  looked  upon  as  harmless  sporU 
Now  that  is  all  pertaining  to  that  point.  Four  or  five  months  prior  to  that,  a  gentle- 
man, of  prominence  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  a  confederate  general,  who  is  personally  a 
warm  mend  of  mine,  and  to  whom  I  was  a  friend,  came  to  me  and  asked  me  to  resign. 
He  stated  to  me  that  I  would  not  be  permitted  to  hold  the  office  of  probate  judge  any 
longer,  and  in  order  for  my  own  personal  security  that  I  had  better  resign,  and  to  do  it 
X>eac0fiilly  and  quietly,  and  to  leave  the  country.  1,  of  course,  at  first  did  not  accede 
to  the  proposition.  In  a  second  conversation  I  did  accede,  and  proposed  to  any  party 
that  wanted  my  office  that  if  they  would  purchase  my  property— my  real  estate  in  the 
town — and  give  me  what  any  three  men  of  their  own  selection  would  say,  rather  than 
encounter  any  danger,  I  would  resign  my  office.  This  gentleman  put  me  in  communi- 
cation with  an  attorney  there,  and  there  was  a  kind  of  negotiation  going  on  for  several 
days,  without  any  tangible  result.    " 

Question.  Have  you  any  objections  to  giving  the  committee  the  name  of  the  attorney 
,  you  were  put  in  communication  with  ? 

Answer.  None,  sir.    It  was  Mr.  Thomas  Sea,  a  partner  of  Judge  A.  A.  Coleman. 

Question.  Proceed. 

Ansicer.  After  several  days  of  feffort  in  that  way,  I  saw  the  gentleman,  my  informant, 
who  did  not  wish  to  bo  known  in  the  matter,  and  told  him  I  feared  that  there  could  be 
no  arrangement  made  by  which  I  could  get  away  in  safety.  His  reply  to  me  was, 
"You  had  better  make  a  sacrifice  and  save  your  life,  because  the  people  are  determined 
that  ^-ou  shall  not  hold  this  office,  nor  no  man  occupying  your  ijositiou,"  and  that 
"  since  the  election  of  Grovemor  Lindsay  that  question  is  settled." 

Question.  Let  me  inquire  at  this  point  whether  any  objections  had  been  made  to  the 
manner  in  which  you  nad  administered  the  affairs  of  that  office ;  was  there  any  allega- 
tion against  you  that  you  were  not  efficient  or  competent  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  nothing — the  reverse.  Every  attorney  in  thftt  town  asserted  the 
fact  that  I  was  not  only  efficient  but  that  I  was  really  better,  a  better  officer  than — or, 
to  use  their  expression — "  one  of  the  best  officers  that  they  ever  saw."  That  is  their 
expression ;  that  I  was  the  most  impartial  man.  This  was  the  assertion  of  the  attor- 
neys. 

Question.  Was  there,  so  far  as  fon  could  learn,  any  objection  to  your  holding  the  po- 
sition, except  your  political  sentiments  and  the  active  part  you  had  taken  in  behalf  of 
the  republican  party  ? 

Answer.  None,  whatever,  sir. 

Question.  You  may  now  resume  your  statement  as  to  the  causes  that  led  you  to 
resign. 

Answer.  I  was  speaking  at  the  time  of  these  propositions,  and  anticipating  what  the 
results  would  be.  Now  then,  I  come  back  to  the  time  in  which  the  Ku-Klux  moved  me — 
on  the  night  of  the  19th  or  ^th— I  am  not  positive  which ;  I  have  a  note  of  the  time, 
however,  elsewhere.  I  went  td  several  parties,  who  had  been  my  warm  personal 
friends,  during  that  day.  During  that  moruing,  however,  I  was  very  much  excited,  of 
course,  when  I  heard  the  firing.  I  was  not  excited  till  I  saw  the  firing  into  my  little 
daughter's  room.  I  then  came  up  the  street.  I  had  an  idea  who  the  Ku-Klux  were, 
I  met  two  of  three  of  them,  and  I  demanded  satisfaction.  Of  course  I  did  not  state 
**  You  were  there  to  Ku-Klux  me,"  but,  said  I,  "  I  am  here  prepared  to  fight  any  iSive  of 
you  damned  assassins  here,  in  broad  daylight,  that  came  and  attempted  to  murder  my 
child.  As  for  me,  my  life  is  worth  but  little,  perhaps,  but  you  have  committed  an  out- 
rage upon  a  little  innocent  girl,  and,  damn  you,  1  would  sooner  die  on  these  streets 
than  live  a  minute.  Now,  if  you  have  got  one  particle  of  bravery  about  you,  come  now, 
and  any  five  of  you  give  me  a  show  for  my  life,  and  I  will  settle  the  question  here. 
Any  men  that  will  go  about  in  this  manner,  I  look  upon  as  cowards  and  villains,  and 
therefore  one  of  them  would  not  fight,  but  maybe  five  of  yon  will  take  up  this  fight." 
I  went  on  up  to  the  office.  After  a  little  while  I  became  more  calm.  I,  of  course,  now 
was  armed.  I  want  to  make  this  statement :  I  armed  myself  thoroughly  before  I  left 
the  house  to  come  up  the  street,  after  I  saw  this  outrage  of  shooting  into  my  little 
daughter's  bed-room.  I  armed  myself  thorooghly,  and  intended  to  sacrifice  my  life 
if  I  could  get  any  of  these  villains  to  come  out  on  the  street ;  that  was  my  full  uiten- 
tion.  I  knew  I  would  be  killed  when  anything  commenced,  but  I  intended  to  do  it 
boldly  and  squarely.  I  went  to  my  office,  and  after  I  became  a  little  more  quiet  and 
calm,  several  came  to  me  and  talked  the  matter  over.  A  great  number  of  the  vei^ 
best  citizens  said  to  me,  "  I  regret  this  very  much,"  &c.  That  passed  on.  That  night 
I  was  advised  by  a  negro  man  that  I  had  better  not  stay  there ;  that  they  would  be 
back  again.  I  went  to  the  woods ;  took  my  shawl  and  staid  until  about  daybreak 
next  morning,  and  then  returned  again  to  town.    It  was  on  Wednesday  this  ocourrad. 
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On  Wednesday  night  I  went  to  the  woods.  On  Thursday  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
excitement  throngbont  the  town ;  still  I  was  advised  a^in  by  some  respectable  gentle- 
man there  that  I  had  better  not  be  caught  either  at  Mrs.  Nutting's  or  elsewhere,  be- 
oause  I  would  certainly  be  murdered.    I  went  to  the  woods  again. 

Question.  What  month  was  this  in  T 
'  Antwer.  In  the  month  of  January,  1871.    On  Friday,  the  usual  visits  from  respect- 
able gentlemen  and  attorneys,  &c.;  the  sheriff  called  on  me  to  make  a  statement  to  the 
governor  of  the  State,  and  also  to  request  Mr.  Tucker  to  make  a  statement  to  Governor 
L  B.  Lindsay  as  to  what  had  occurred,  which  I  did  in  a  very  short,  concise  letter — 
that  I  had  been  outraged,  &c. ;  I  do  not  remember  now  the  phraseolo^.    The  sub- 
stance of  it  was,  simply,  that  I  had  been  outraged,  and  by  a  body  of  disguised  men. 
The  sheriff  made  a  thorough  report,  attested  by  one  or  two  other  citizens,  to  Governor 
R.  B.  Lindsay. 
Question,  What  action  was  taken  upon  that  report  and  upon  your  application  f 
Answer,  Governor  Lindsay,  after  he  received  that  report,  wrote  to  Colonel  Allen  C. 
Jones,  Mr.  J.  H.  Y.  Webb,  Colonel  Hugh  W.  Watt— he  named  over  one  or  two  other 
gentlemen — asking  them  to  organize  a  militia  at  once  for 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Was  this  a  circular  f 

Answer,  It  was  simply  a  letter  to  those  gentlemen  addressed  to  Colonel  Jones.  Col- 
onel Jones  showed  it  to  several  parties.  Tliis  letter  was  for  them  to  organize  a  militia 
of  the  best  men  in  the  town  to  put  down  these  outrages.  I  was  told  that  Colonel 
Jones  said  that  he  dare  not  do  an3rthing  of  that  kind,  because  he  was  still  under  disa- 
bilities, and  that  he  had  been  a  confederate  soldier,  and,  therefore,  could  not  and  would 
not  do  anything  in  the  way  of  raising  a  company. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Was  any  company  raised  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir.  Now,  on  Saturday  after  the  night  that  the  Ku-Rlux  were  there,  a 
committee  of  several  gentlemen,  of  my  old  personal  friends  from  the  country,  came  to 
me  and  were  in  my  office,  and  a  Mr.  Thomas  Armstrong — he  has  a  middle  name,  but  I 
do  not  know  what  it  is — whose  family  physician  I  had  been  for  some  years,  came  to 
my  room,  and  took  me  privately,  and  said,  "  I  must  converse  with  you ;  I  must  see 
yon."  We  went  into  the  room,  and  said  he,  *'  Sir,  as  your  personal  friend,  I  came  to 
warn  yon  to  leave  this  town ;  you  will  certainly  be  assassinated,  and  those  of  us  here 
would  deprecate  such  a  thing  very  much.  Your  friends  would  deprecate  such  a  thing 
very  much."  Said  I,  "  Mr.  Armstrong,  I  can  do  nothing ;  I  have  no  means ;  here  is  my 
proi>erty,"  &c.  Says  he,  "  If  the  people  would  come  and  give  you  means  to  leave  on 
mortgage  for  your  house  and  lot,  perhaps  some  arrangement  of  that  kind  can  be  made; 
hut,"  said  he,  "  If  you  were  to  hear  what  was  going  on  down  town  among  the  people — 
the  country  people  that  have  come  in  from  certain  sections  of  the  county — I  am  satis- 
fied you  would  not  stay  here."  Says  I, "  Ml*.  Armstrong,  I  leave  here  every  night  and 
:o  to  the  woods,  and  I  have  a  few  faithful  negroes  that  stand  as  a  guard  over  me,  and 
get  a  little  sleep  in  that  way,  or  have  been  doing  so,  but  what  to  do  I  do  not  know." 
Says  he,  '*  Will  you  permit  me  to  go  and  get  a  committee  of  citizens  to  wait  on  you  t" 
I  said,  **  Certainly."  He  went  down  town,  and  he  selected  Colonel  John  G.  Harvey, 
of  the  Alabama  Beacon,  Dr.  Woodswortb,  a  professor  then  in  the  Southern  Meth- 
odist University,  and  Mr.  A.  S.  Jeffries,  and  Mr.  John  Henry  Webb,  I  think,  was 
in  the  committee,  and  one  or  two  others,  1  think,  whose  names  I  do  not  remember  dis- 
tinctly, were  in  the  committee.  Before  that  committee  arrived,  however,  Mr.  Watt  and 
Mr.  Harris  Tinkeiv— Mr.  Tinker  in  whose  family  1  have  practiced  for  ten  or  twelve  years — 
came  into  my  private  room,  and  when  the  time  arrived,  they  walked  in,  and  the  com- 
mittee said  to  those  gentlemen,  "  You  can  take  a  seat  here,  also,  because  what  we  come 
here  for  is  of  public  interest."  I  do  not  remember  which  of  these  gentlemen  first  ini- 
tiated the  conversation  as  to  the  object  of  their  visit  j  but,  at  all  events,  this  question 
was  propounded  to  me :  "Do  you  conceive  yourself  to  be  in  danger?"  &c,  &c.  Said 
I,  "  Gentlemen,  you  know  better  whether  I  am  in  danger  than  I  do."  "  Well,  we  citi- 
zens do  not  approve  of  this  course,  &c.,  but  we  cannot  stop  it,  and  we  regret  it,"  &o. 
I  am  satisfied  that  language  came  from  Colonel  John  G.  Harvey,  and  it  was  sincere, 
for  he  meant  every  word  uiat  he  said,  so  far  as  his  own  opinion  was  concerned.  The 
question  arose  as  to  my  borrowing  money  on  a  mortgage  on  my  property ;  that  my 
property  was  entirely  nuencambered.  I  replied  to  him  that  I  would  not  give  a  mort- 
gage on  my  property  for  the  purpose  of  getting  barely  money  enough  to  get  away ; 
that  I  would  have  the  same  trouble  in  getting  back  th^e  to  dispose  of  my  property 
and  what  interests  I  had  there  that  I  have  now.  Mr.  Jefiries  then  remarked,  *'  Money  is 
very  scarce  here,  and  I  don't  think  we  could  raise  money  enough  to  purchase  your 
property."  Said  I,  "  Mr.  Jefiries^  if  you  are  disposed — if  you  propose  to  force  me  to  this 
measure — you  could  very  well  give  me  notes  I  could  deposit,  payable  in  bank,  and  let 
mo  draw  from  thence  such  an  amount  as  will  be  necessary  to  get  me  out  of  the  country." 
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He  says, "  What  do  you  ask  for  your  property  f  '*  Well,  sir/'  said  I,  "  I  will  leare  it  to 
any  two  men ;  yon  select  one  and  I  one — ^to  show  yon  that  I  am  not  disposed  to  pat  any* 
thing  in  the  way  of  bringing  about  any  more  troubles ;  any  two  men,  you  select  one  and 
I  the  other,  shall  fix  the  {Mrioe  of  this  property."  They  acceded  to  that,  and  thought  they 
could  pay  me  on  the  1st  of  next  January.  They  asked  who  I  would  select.  I  told  them, 
of  course  I  would  select  Mr.  Tucker,  my  brother-in-law ;  that,  in  any  emergency,  he 
would  be  my  admin  istrator  or  executor,  and  I  preferred  him  to  act  for  me.  They  acceded 
to  it,  and  the  writing  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Walker.  Some  week  or  ten  da^js  now 
elapsed  while  this  discussion  was  going  on  and  subscrintionsfrom  the  different  ritiaens 
for  tibe  purchase  of  my  property.  In  the  meantime,  the  colored  people  became  v^rv 
much  excited,  and  sent  a  committee  to  Mon^[omery,  who  waited  on  Mr.  George  M. 
Duskin  there,  our  representative,  and,  I  believe,  made  Mvplieation  to  €k)vemor  Lindsay, 
and  Governor  Lindsay  said  he  would  like  to  see  me.  The  committee  of  colore<l  people 
returned,  and  told  me  what  Mr.  Duskin  and  what  Governor  Lindsay  had  said  to  him  to  be 
said  to  the  committee,  what  Governor  Lindsay  had  said  to  Mr.  Duskin  for  him  to  repeat 
to  the  committ'ee.  That  I  received  on  Saturday  evening,  and  on  Monday  morning  I 
started  for  Montgomery.  I  reached  Montgomery,  and  I  met  Governor  Lindsay.  I  firrtt 
saw  Mr.  Duskin.  I  met  Governor  Lindsey,  I  think,  in  the  Exchange  Hotel.  Governor 
Lindsey  remarked  to  me  that  he  regretted  this  occurrence  very  much  and  said,  "  What 
can  I  do  f  "  "  Well,  sir,"  said  I,  "  1  do  not  know."  "  Well,  what  do  you  desire  me  to 
dot"  "Nothing  in  the  world,  governor,  but  what  every  citizen  is  entitled  to— the 
protection  of  his  ^rson  and  property."  "  Well,  sir,"  said  he,  "  I  will  see  you  to-mor^ 
row."  This  was  in  the  evening.  I  saw  Governor  Lindsay  the  next  day  and  I  told 
him  the  propositions  that  were  going  on  for  my  resignation,  d^.,  and  that  I  considered 
it  absolutely  essential  to  preserve  my  life  to  resign  and  get  away,  and  the  negotiations 
that  were  going  on.  Said  he,  "  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  J.  T.  Walker,  stating 
that  your  course  there  as  an  officer  was  entirely  acceptable  to  the  i)eople,  but  that  you 
are  inimical  as  a  republican,"  and,  said  he,  "  I  have  also  had  some  oonversation  with 
my  democratic  friends,  and  I  cannot  accept  your  resignation."  "  Then,"  said  I,  "  Gov- 
ernor, will  you  give  me  protection  f ''  **  Well,"  said  he,  "  What  can  I  do  f  "  "  Well, 
sir,  you  have  the  authority ;  yon  aro  the  executive  of  the  State,  and  I  think  yon 
are  in  possession  of  full  authority  to  protect  its  citizens."  Said  Governor  Lindsay 
to  me,  "  Do  yon  wish  to  resign  f "  "  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  wish  to  resign  if  I  can  be 
protected.  All  I  have  is  thero ;  my  home  is  thero ;  the  grave  of  my  wife  is  there ; 
my  child  is  there,  and  all  that  I  have ;  all  that  I  think  dearest  to  me  on  earth  is 
right  thero,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  resign  except  to  save  my  life.  Of  coarse,  when 
my  life  becomes  a  question  in  the  balance,  then  I  will  resign  or  do  anytiiing  to 
preserve  it."  "  Well,  sir,  you  go  back  home.  I  have  written  " — and  then  he  alluded 
to  this  letter — "  to  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  your  place,  and  the  papers,  &c.,  have 
taken  this  matter  in  hand,  and  I  think  that  public  sentiment  will  soon  frown  this  down 
and  that  we  will  soon  have  peace,"  alluding  to  an  article  in  the  Selma  Times.  Said  I, 
^  Gk>vemor,  that  is  very  ^ood  on  paper,  but  it  don't  do  well  where  a  man's  life  is  in- 
volved." "  Well,  sir, "  said  he.  "  that  is  all  I  can  do ;  and  let  me  assoro  you  I  have  the 
most  friendly  feeling  for  you,"  &c,  1  returned  home,  and  this  negotiation  was  going 
on,  but  still  had  not  been  perfected,  and  to  bring  the  matter  of  the  negotiation  to  an 
end  at  last  it  was  concluded,  within  a  few  days  after  I  got  home,  for  the  disposal  of  my 
property  at  a  greatly  reduced  price.  The  men  we  nad  selected  failing  to  agroe, 
callod  in  a  third  man.  I  then  requested  of  this  committee  to  tell  me  how  long  they 
wonld  allow  me  to  close  my  business.  I  got  Mr.  Walker,  who  was  now  ropresenting 
me  in  the  matter,  a  strong,  ardent  democrat,  to  ask  the  committee  how  long  they 
would  permit  me — what  time  they  wonld  permit  me  to  settle  up  my  business — ^to  close 
up  my  matters  there.  He  went  and  saw  several  of  the  gentlemen,  ami  they  said  they 
did  not  suppose  they  would«be  in  a  hurry  about  it ;  they  would  aolow  me  some  time, 
but  they  all  suggested  that  I  had  better  do  it  as  soon  as  possible.  The  sale  was  con- 
cluded, the  tItEs  all  examined  by  their  attorneys,  and  the  sale  of  my  property  was 
concluded  at  $5,500— a  property  that  had  sold  at  |6,700  at  public  outcry  in  1866 ;  but 
that  was  the  best  that  could  be  done,  my  brother-in-law  told  me,  and  therefore  he 
thought  it  was  better  to  take  it  and  make  the  sacrifice  of  the  difiference.  I,  of  course, 
acceded  to  what  he  said.  I  then  w^ent,  afterward,  and  disposed  of  what  prop- 
erty I  had  there — a  number  of  horses  and  vehicles,  &c  I  thought  I  could  not 
house  them  well.  I  did  it  in  a  few  days,  and  left  a  race-track  on  the  foir- 
gronnd  I  was  building  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  on  which  I  had  ex- 
pended a  large  amount  of  money,  without  any  sale  or  any  supervision  what- 
ever. I  had  some  mares  that  I  concluded  to  send  to  Kentucky  to  breed,  which  I 
did.  On  Saturday  morning,  after  I  started  with  them,  Mr.  John  Henry  Webb 
oame  to  Mr.  Horace  Tinker  and  told  him  I  had  better  not  stay  in  town  that  night ;  that 
my  horses  had  gone,  and  that  the  bittomess  was  growing  worse  rather  than  bett-er.  I 
went  to  Mr.  Webb  myself,  and  took  him  in  the  back  room  of  D.  F.  McCreery  A  Co.** 
store,  and  said,  "  What  authority  have  you  for  saying  I  am  not  safe  t  1  would  liko  to 
end  one  or  two  nights  with  my  fisunily  beforo  I  go,  at  least;  "  for  her^  let  me  bs^  I 
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%aw  not  slept  in  a  house  wbei«  white  people  live  from  the  time  of  this  outrage  hot 
once  or  twice,  and  that  was  in  the  country^  barring  the  time  when  I  went  to  Mont- 
gomervy  from  the  time  of  that  outra^,  always  going,  sometimes  away  off  two  or  three 
miles,  but  went  at  night  to  negro  cabins,  the  negroes  very  kindly  volanteering  to  guard 
me,  standing  as  guards  to  advise  me  of  the  approach  of  these  parties.  Some  of  the 
houses  to  which  I  went  I  can  state.  Perhaps  it  would  not  be  well  for  the  negroes  there 
that  I  would  state  it,  but  I  can  state  the  negroes'  hooses  where  I  went,  where  I  was 
invited,  and  where  the  poor  peoi^e  did  the  very  best  they  could  for  me  after  being 
exhausted ;  and  I  have  contracted  by  the  exposure  a  disease  in  my  legs — erysipelas — in 
luy  extremities,  the  marks  of  which  are  here  on  my  less.  Here  are  some  of  the  others. 
[The  witness  raises  his  pantaloons,  showing  scars  and  scabs  on  his  lower  extremities, 
below  the  knees.]    I  contracted  this  by  laying  out  in  the  frost  and  rain  in  the  woods. 

By  Mr.  Bucklky  : 

Queetion,  How  many  nights  in  all  were  you  out  f 

Answer,  I  lay  in  the  woods,  in  all,  I  think,  seven  nights,  that  I  was  not  under  any 
cover  or  shelter  whatever.  The  balance  of  the  time,  about  eight  or  nine  nights,  I  was 
part  of  the  time  in  negro  cabins,  and  part  of  the  time  in  the  woods.  I  would  walk 
and  stay  in  the  woods,  and  lay  down  with  a  shawl,  with  one  or  two  faithful  negroes 
near  me,  so  as  to  advise  me  on  the  approach  of  any  person.  Duriuff  this  time  several 
parties  came  on  my  lot,  hunting  around  for  me ;  so  the  negroes  inronned  me  when  I 
came  home  in  the  daylight — that  so  many  men  were  prowling  about  during  the  night. 
That  still  kept  me  on  the  alert. 

By  the  CuAiRMiiK : 

Question.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  weather  during  this  time  that  you  were 
compelled  to  lie  out  in  the  woods  t 

Jstswer,  My  recollection  is  about  this,  that  there  were  three  nights  that  it  rained : 
the  balance  of  the  nights  it  was  cold ;  sometimes  cold  and  cloudy,  and  sometimes  cold 
and  frosty ;  very  cold ;  that  is,  at  night ;  but  three  nights  it  rained  all  night,  so  that 
when  I  came  in  in  the  morning,  as  Mr.  James  E.  Greggs  will  tell  you,  I  was  as  wet  as 
if  I  had  been  laying  in  the  river,  rather  than  in  the  woods. 

QiusUon,  You  had  no  shelter  in  the  woods  t 

Answer,  None  whatever.  On  this  Saturday  night — returning  now  to  where  I  left 
Mr.  Webb — Mr.  Webb  told  me,  "  I  have  heard  enough  to  satiwy  me  that  you  are  in 
great  danger,  very  great  danger,  by  remaining  here  to-night.''  That  I  think  was 
about  the  evening  of  the  14tb  of  March.  I  think  that  was  the  date.  I  think  I  started 
my  horses  Saturday  morning,  the  14th  of  March,  and  that  was  the  afternoon  Mr.  Webb 
remarked  to  me,  "  Tom  " — that  is  his  cousin,  Thomas  E.  Webb,  an  attorney — "  has  said 
to  me  that  he  has  heard  enough."  Said  I,  "  Mr.  Webb,  it  is  hard  I  cannot  spend  one 
or  two  nights  with  my  family  before  I  leave  here,  and  see  them.  I  would  sooner  die 
than  to  be  in  this  situation."  **  Well,  sir,"  said  he,  "  I  just  told  yon  what  I  have  heard. 
Of  course,  you  can  pursue  what  course  you  please,  but  my  advice  for  you,  Doctor,  is  to 
go."  Mr.  Tinker  came  to  me  and  said,  **  Yon  go  and  get  a  horse,  and  go  down  the  back 
street  to  my  house,  and  if  a  man  comes  there,  he  will  have  to  walk  over  my  dead  body 
before  he  shall  disturb  you."  I  told  him  I  appreciated  it  very  highly,  and  I  went  and 
borrowed  a  horse  from  Mr.  Allen — my  horses  having  all  been  sent  off— from  Mr.  Allen,  wbo 
was  occupying  a  room  in  my  building,  opposite  Squire  Grief's  room.  I  took  down 
the  back  street,  and  was  to  meet  him  out  of  town,  which  I  did.  He  leaving  nearly 
the  same  time,  caught  me  about  a  mile  or  a  mile  and  a  half  from  town. 

Question,  Mr.  Tinner  was  a  democrat  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  Harris  Tinker  always  was  a  democrat. 

Question,  Webb,  also  ?  • 

Aimoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  both  personal  friends  t'O  yon  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  l)otb.  Mr.  Tinker  is  a  devoted  personal  friend  of  mine.  I  have 
been  the  family  pbysician  in  his  mother's  family  and  Dr.  Hill's  family,  his  brother-in- 
law,  and  Pole's  family,  brother-in-law  of  Tinker,  for  twelve  years.  I  remained  at  his 
house  until  Sunday  evening. 

Question,  He  lived  in  the  country,  I  understand  f 

Answer,  Nine  miles  in  the  country.  Sunday  evening  I  returned  home  a  little  after 
dark,  intending  to  leave  on  Monday  morning  for  Kentocky  with  my  horses,  having 
sdlowed  my  horses  two  days  to  reach  Selma,  where  I  shipped  them  from  there  to 
Louisville,  Kentucky.  I  had  started  my  horses  on  Saturday,  yon  will  observe.  I  came 
home  on  Sunday  night.  Two  or  three  colored  people  were  there  volunteering  to  guard 
me  all  night.  I  sat  up  and  talked  to  the  family  until,  I  reckon,  about  12  or  1  o'clock 
that  night.  I  then  went  into  a  little  room,  where  I  could  make  my  escape  in  cose  any, 
noise  came  up,  and  once  during  the  night  the  colored  man,  George  Jackson,  who  was 

fnarding  that  portion  of  the  lot,  told  me  that  he  heard  some  horses  going  up  street. 
everal  horsemen  rode  up  street,  and  right  by  there.   Then  some  ten  or  twelve  negrpea 
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armed  and  guarded  me  to  the  railroad  depot,  a  little  over  a  half  mile  from  Mrs.  Nut- 
ting's residence.    I  then  took  the  cars  and  went  on  to  Selma. 

QitmtUm,  That  was  Monday  morning  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  Monday  morning.  At  Selma  I  fonnd  my  horses  awaiting  me,  and  I 
pnt  them  aboard  the  cars  and  went  from  there  to  Loaisville  with  them.  That  is,  I 
think,  a  succinct  history  of  all  the  important  features  of  that  matter.  The  persecu- 
tion of  the  Ku-Klux  in  that  country  was  not  only  to  myself,  but  to  others.  I  saw  the 
first  Ku-Klnx  in  1868.  They  rode  and  hied  around  my  house ;  it  was  a  beautiful  moon- 
light night.  There  were  eighteen,  I  think,  on  that  occasion.  Mr.  Tucker  and  myself 
go(  up  and  looked  out  of  the  window,  and  saw  them,  though  they  did  not  attempt  any 
harm  to  me. 

Questum,  That  was  in  1868f 

AMicer.  Eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-eight.  I  had  received  during  that  time,  I 
think,  eleven  different  notices  from  the  Eu-Klux  organization  to  leave  the  country,  or 
that  they  would  go  for  me. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

QtiesHon,  Have  you  any  of  those  notices  with  you  t 

Answer,  I  have  a  number  of  them  in  my  trunk  in  Greensborongh,  where  I  expected  to 
go ;  where  I  thought,  if  I  was  examined,  the  committee  would  examine  me,  and  then 
expected  to  produce  them. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Qu£8Uan,  Were  they  uniform  in  langna^  f 

Anstcer,  No,  sir.  The  first  one  was  a  printed  circular.  **  It  is  ordered  bv" — I  cannot 
begin  to  go  over  it.  It  went  over  a  rigmarole  of  " grand  cj^rclops''  and  "caverns  and 
shadows  of  death/'  and  a  lot  of  bombast  that  was  rolled  up  into  the  form  of  an  order. 

Questiofi.  What  was  the  substance  of  the  order;  that  yon  must  leave  the  conntiyf 

Anstcer,  That  I  must  leave  the  country  at  once,  or  that  when  they  came  there  their 
mission  was  blood,  and  that  they  intended  to  avenge  the  death  of  the  soldiers,  Sec, ;  1 
forget  now ;  there  was  an  expression  there  I  have  forgotten. 

Qiiestion,  Any  embellishment  or  devices  on  this  circular  f 

Anawer.  None  that  I  recollect  on  that  one.  I  received  then  a  letter  on  or  about  the 
4th  of  July,  1868,  that  was  addressed  to  me,  on  which  there  was  a  picture  resembling 
the  picture  on  these  strychnine  bottles  in  drug-stores,  which  is  two  thigh-bones  crott»- 
ing  each  other  immediately  under  a  naked  skull,  and  then  written  under  that,  ''^ Behold 
what  you  will  be  in  a  few  days,"  or  "  Behold  your  doom  in  a  few  days,"  and  then  went 
on  stating  to  me,  **  If  you  remain,"  &c.,  "  what  you  may  expect." 

Question,  How  was  that  signed  f 

Answer,  That  was  signed,  "  By  order  of  the  grand  cyclops,  in  the  caverns  of  death." 

Question,  This  was  received,  you  say,  about  the  4th  of  July,  1868  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  about  the  4th  of  July,  1868. 

Question,  How  long  was  that  after  you  had  entered  on  the  discharge  of  your  dutiei 
as  judge  of  probate  T 

Answer,  But  a  short  time.  I  think  I  entered  upon  my  duties  of  probate  some  time 
along  in  the  1st  of  July.  This  notice,  however^  was  received  immediately  the  moraing 
after  the  4th  of  July,  after  we  had  had  a  celebration,  and  some  eight  or  ten  thousand 
colored  persons  were  there,  together  with  those  who  indorsed  the  Union,  d:G.  We  had 
had  a  large  celebration,  and  I  had  made  a  little  4th  of  July  speech.  There  was  some 
other  person  of  prominence  made  a  speech  there  on  that  occasion.  I  do  not  remember 
whether  it  was  Mr.  Reynolds. 

By  Mf .  Buckley  : 
Question,  You  had  not  entered  upon  your  duties  as  Judge  of  probate  at  the  time  T 
Anmcer,  No,  sir,  I  had  not.    I  then — during  the  fall  of  1868, 1  think  it  waa — canvassed 
this  district  for  Hays.    That  was  the  fall  of  his  first  nomination. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Questi4m,  The  Ml  of  1868  f 
Answer,  I  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  not  he  make  his  first  canvass  in  1869  f 

Answer,  Was  it  1869  f  Well,  then  I  assumed  the  duties  of  my  office,  and  there  was 
nothing  more  of  material  consequence,  except  the  usual  amount  of  cursing  and  insult 
that  I  would  receive  going  up  and  down  street.  These  remarks,  I  think,  are :  ''There 
goes  that  damned  radical,"  and,  *'God  damn  him,  well  get  him  some  of  theee  days," 
and  all  such  aspersions  as  tiiat. 

By  the  Chairman  :  Digitized  by  VjOOglC 

Question,  Would  this  be  said  by  persons  you  knew  f 
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Answer,  Yee,  sir. 

Question,  And  these  Ku-Klux  notices— did  they  continue  to  flow  in  f 

Ansioer,  There  were  no  more  came  until  during  that  fall.  The  colored  people,  in  the 
fall  of  the  year,  and  some  of  the  white  people,  aSced  me  to  make  a  labor  speech  to  the 
colored  people.    T  do  not  remember  what  month  in  the  fall  of  the  year  that  was. 

Question,  You  think  it  was  the  year  1868  ? 

Answer.  I  know  it  was  1868  that  I  made  the  first  labor  speech  there.  I  told  the  col- 
ored people,  if  they  desired  it,  I  would  do  so.  I  addressed  the  colored  people  there;  a 
large  number  of  planters  were  there,  all  very  much  pleased  at  the  address. 

Question,  I  was  going  to  inquire  of  you,  before  we  passed  away  from  that  topic,  if 
any  exception  was  taken  by  the  white  people  to  the  seutiments  you  advocated  or  ex- 
pressed in  your  4th  of  July  speech.    Did  they  claim  that  it  was  inflammatory  f 

Ansvoer,  No,  sir. 

^esfum.  Or  mischievous  f 

Ansvcer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  that  has  ever  been  attributed  to  me  by  but  one  man 
in  Hale  County — that  I  made  an  inflammatory  speech.  I  think  you  may  select  every 
democrat  there,  every  honorable  gentleman — there  are  democrats  there  far  from  honor- 
able—you may  select  any  democrat  of  reroectability  that  has  ever  heard  any  speech  of 
mine,  either  political  or  4th  of  July,  and  1  do  not  think  you  can  get  one  to  say  I  made 
an  inflammatory  speech. 

Question.  You  were  speaking  of  the  labor  speech,  and  the  commendation  it  received 
from  prominent  democrats.  ^ 

Answer.  Ye«,  sir.  Prominent  democrats  came  to  me  afterward,  and  said,  "You 
have  told  the  negroes  the  very  thing  I  would  have  told  them."  Many  of  my  personal 
friends  came  to  me  and  cotigratulatod  roe  on  that,  and  said  if  all  the  damned  radicals 
vere  like  I  was  there  would  be  some  living  chance  in  the  country. 

Question.  If  I  understand,  you  did  not  belong  to  the  class  known  as  carijet-bagger, 
but  l»elonged  to  the  classification  known  as  scalawag  f 

Ansvoer.  Yes,  sir,  I  was  a  scalawag. 

Question.  The  objection  was  that  you  took  an  office  under  this  new  constitution,  and 
your  constituency  were  negroes. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  was  it,  and  the  Kn-Klux  proclaimed  that  no  man  should  hold 
office  where  he  was  elected  by  negroes ;  that  it  was  not  the  representation  of  the  peo- 
ple, but  that  it  was  the  representation  of  the  usurpation  of  the  Gk)vernment  power 
that  had  conferred  upon  a  lot  of  damned  itionkeys  and  baboons  the  right  of  sumrage, 
and  as  a  people  they  would  not  submit  to  it,  and  that  was  the  object  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Ku-Klux,  or  one  of  its  objeets. 

Question,  You  were  connected  by  marriage,  too,  with  one  of  the  first  families  in  the 
county,  were  you  not,  all  of  the  members  of  which  were  of  the  democratic  persua- 
sion f 

Answer.  Yes,  air,  every  one. 

Question.  And  you  were  thoroughly  identified  with  that  community  in  all  of  your 
interests  f 

Answer.  Everything  I  had  in  the  world  was  right  there,  and  had  been  accumulated 
there. 

Question,  And  you  had  given  four  years  of  service,  in  your  medical  capacity,  to  the 
confederate  government? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  To  sum  the  whole  matter  up,  was  there  any  ground  of  opposition  to  your 
holding  office,  except  the  single  one  that  you  were  a  republican,  and  held  office  under 
the  new  constitution  f 

Ansieer,  None  whatever. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  In  that  connection,  doctor,  I  would  like  to  ask  another  question.  Is  it  not 
a  &ct  that,  at  the  time  of  your  election,  you  were  elected  by  a  large  majority  of  the 
voters  of  your  county,  and  that  there  nas  been  a  large  republican  majority  in  your 
county  ever  since  your  election  t 

Answer.  I  will  state  this  in  answer  to  your  question,  Mr.  Buckley :  The  registration 
of  Hale  County  was  between  4,400  and  4,600.  There  was  polled  at  the  election  3,520 
votes.  Out  of  that  I  received  3,519  votes,  I  think.  I  went  up  the  highest.  I  was 
the  highest  candidate  by  several  votes  on  the  ticket — several  white  men ;  the  white 
men  that  voted  there. 

Question.  At  the  election  for  President  in  1868,  was  not  there  a  large  republican 
majority  in  the  county  f 

Answer.  In  that  election  I  think  the  majority  was  a  little  above  2,200. 

Question.  Was  not  the  majority  about  equal  to  that  in  the  next  congressional  election 
in  1869! 

Answer,  No,  sir.  Hays  did  not  get  quite— if  my  memory  serves  me  right,  he  lacked 
fifty  or  sixty  votes  of  getting  the  majority  of  the  presidential  election. 
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QuestUm.  What  was  your  majority  on  the  State  election  last  year  f 

Answer.  It  was  increased  sixty  or  seventy  votes  on  the  presidential  election. 

Question.  So  that  it  is  a  fact  yon  have  upward  of  2,000  republican  minority  ood- 
stantly  t 

Aiuwer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  m^ority  there  has  been  regnUU*ly  above  2,200  votes,  aad 
despite  of  all  the  intimidation.  There  are  usually  from  three  to  five  hundred  colored 
people  that  refuse  to  vote,  because  they  said  they  would  be  turned  out  of  their  homes. 
This  was  a  threat  duriog  the  presidential,  as  well  as  during  the  last  election — ^that  they 
would  be  turned  away  &om  their  homes,  and  they  came  to  me  and  made  this  excuse, 
that  they  could  not  vote  securely,  and  therefore  they  would  prefier  not  voting  at  all, 
and  they  do  not  vote. 

.  Question,  But  it  is  a  fact  that  you  held  your  office  by  a  msyority,  a  large  minority,  of 
the  voters  of  your  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did. 

By  the  Cuaibman  : 

QueMion.  Dr.  Blackford,  what  is  your  information  as  to  the  numbers  of  this  band 
that  made  the  visit  to  your  house  and  to  your  office  in  January  t 

Answer.  The  lowest  estimate  was  from  sixty  to  seventy.  Sixty  was  the  lowest;  sev- 
enty was  the  highest.    Between  sixty  and  seventy  was  the  usual  expression. 

QuesUon.  Did  you  understand  that  they  wore  the  disguises  of  the  regular  Eu-EIux 
Klanf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Now  you  may  tell  the  committee  what  knowledge  or  information  yon  have 
of  the  existence,  at  that  time,  or  at  any  time  previous,  in  H«de  County,  of  thia  oi^ani- 
zatiou  known  as  the  Ku-Klux  Klan. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  durius  the  time  between  their  visit  to  me— between  the  time  of 
their  visit  and  the  time  1  left  for  Kentucky  with  my  horses — there  was  a  confederate 
general,  a  warm  personal  friend  of  miue,  took  me  into  his  room  at  the  hotel  at  Greens- 
borough,  and  remarked  to  me,  in  the  course  of  his  conversation,  ^'  This  organization  is 
thorough  in  these  negro  counties,  as  much  so  as  it  can  be.''  He  went  on  and  named 
Hale,  Greene,  Tuscaloosa,  Sumter,  and  all  the  southwestern  counties  that  were  largely 
populated  with  negroes;  that  the  organization  had— I  forget  the  exact  amount — but  it 
seems  to  me  he  stated  |500,000  in  its  treasury  ;  that  the  capitation  tax  on  each  mem- 
ber was  50  cents  per  week,  and  that  they  had  their  county  organizations  and  their 
district  organizations ;  that  the  districts  were  presided  over  by  a  superior  officer,  and 
then  they  had  their  State  organization ;.  that  they  had  expended  a  large  amount  of 
money  for  police  duty,  and  that  the  object  of  the  organization  was  to  put  down  negro 
suffirage. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  is  the  name  of  thkt  general  f 

Answer.  I  could  not  give  yon  his  name;  it  was  a  private  conversation. 

Question,  You  will  have  to  give  it. 

Answer.  For  he  remarked  to  me  in  that  conversation  in  the  hotel,  *•  If  what  I  was 
communicating  to  you  was  known  I  would  be  murdered  before  twenty-four  hours."  I 
was  asked  simply  for  the  information  I  had,  and  I  am  giving  you  the — - 

Mr.  Blair.  I  do  not  think  that  is  any  excuse  for  not  giving  the  name.  I  ask  that 
the  witness  be  compelled  to  answer  the  question. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  You  say  this  was  communicated  to  you  in  the  confidence  of  private  friend- 
ship? 

Answer.  I  was  taken  up  iuto  the  hotel  in  Greensborough,  and  into  a  room  that  this  gen- 
tleman occupied,  and  he  said  to  me,  ^'  Now,  I  am  going  to  communicate  to  you  certain 
facts ;  that  if  they  were  repeated  I  could  not  live  twenty-four  hours ;  but  I  want  to 
show  you  now— I  want  to  tell  you  these  things  in  connection  with  some  other  facts 
that  I  intimated  to  you  some  time  ago."  ,  • 

Question.  You  say  he  was  an  intimate  personal  friend  of  yours  t 

Answer,  He  was,  sir. 

Question,  And  vou  do  not  feel  free  to  violate  his  confidence  t 

Answer.  I  could  not  do  it,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Would  you  have  any  objection  to  giving  the  name  privately  to  General 
Blntr? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  When  I  was  making  this  statement  I  proposed  to  make  it,  fiwt^ 
from  my  information  as  to  this  organization,  and  then  I  proposed  to  continue  frt>m  that 
source  of  information  to  others.  That  would  be  a  direct  violation  of  confidenoo,  and 
one  that  would  involve  him,  and  I  would  sooner  involve  myself  tlum  him.    Ho  so 
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expressed  himself  before  he  commenced  the  conversation,  and  I  would  sooner  suffer 
myself  than  have  liira  to  snfier. 

The  Chairman.  I  do  not  think,  ^neral,  that  a  man  under  such  circumstances  as  Dr. 
Blackford  should  be  required  to  divulge  the  name.  I  do  not  think  I  would,  under  any 
cireumstances,  divulge  what  was  communicated  to  mo  in  confidence,  under  the  condi- 
tion this  was  communicated  to  him. 

The  Witness.  I  will  just  state  this  further  in  connection  with  that.  When  he 
invited  me  to  his  room  he  said,  **  I  understand  you  have  to  lay  in  the  woods  ;  if  you  go 
to  my  room  I  will  guard  you  to-night,  and  you  can  get  at  least  one  night's  sleep."  He 
saw  my  jaded  condition  and  made  that  proposition.  I  went  to  his  room,  and  he  made 
this  statement  to  me,  and  told  me  at  the  same  time,  "  If  I  was  known  to  have  made 
this  statement  io  you  I  could  not  live  until  to-morrow  night." 

Mr.  Blair.  I  do  not  see  that  people  arc  bound  to  keep  any  confidence  with  those  who 
are  reported  as  murderers.  It  has  been  distinctly  repudiated  by  this  committee, 
and  men  have  been  summoned  before  Congress,  in  Washington,  and  are  now  being 
summoned  there,  to  compel  them  to  answer  just  such  questions,  disclosing  who  theso 
people  are. 

The  Chairman.  I  remember  the  very  last  case  examined  by  the  committee,  a  wit- 
ness from  North  Carolina,  who  folded  his  arms  and  refused  to  give  any  information, 
and  he  was  discharged. 

Mr.  Blair.  Mr.  Saunders  was  discharged  by  this  committee,  with  an  order  that 
he  should  be  reported  to  Congress,  for  tlio  purpose  of  arresting  him  and  compelling 
him  to  answer. 

Mr.  Buckley.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  there  are  several  instances  where,  during  the 
examination,  this  has  been  allowed.  Witnesses  have  not  been  obliged  to  divulge  names 
of  parties  from  whom  they  obtain  information.    That  is  my  opinion. 

Mr.  Blair.  There  has  been  no  case  of  that  kind  since  I  have  been  on  the  committee. 
The  case  of  Mr.  Saunders  from  North  Carolina  was  different. 

Mr.  BucKLKY.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  Whitfield,  he  was  not  compelled  to  disclose  the 
name  of  the  party  from  whom  he  received  the  information.  « 

The  Chairman.  The  ground  of  Mr.  Saunders's  objection  to  answering  certain  questions 
propounded  to  him  was,  if  I  remember  rightly,  that  he  could  not  answer  the  questions, 
and  questions  which  would  follow,  without  criminating  himself.  And  he  claimed  that 
he  was  not  bound  to  furnish  any  evidence  which  tended  to  criminate  him. 

Mr.  Blair.  This  witness  has  not  even  that  excuse,  which  is  considered  a  good  ex- 
cuse at  the  bar.  This  witness  has  no  excuse  at  all  that  is  tendered  anywhere.  In  a 
court  Saunders  would  have  been  protected  from  answering.  We  all  know  he  is  not  pro- 
tected before  a  congressional  committee ;  that  it  has  not  oeen  the  pcactice  of  congres- 
sional committees  to  allow  a  witness  to  shelter  himself  under  that  excuse  which  is 
deemed  a  good  excuse  in  a  criminal  court.  This  witness  has  not  that  excuse,  but  simply 
throws  himself  upon  some  highfalntin  notions  of  his  of  what  is  due  in  honor  to  the 
people  who  communicate  these  things  to  him ;  and  when  he  is  a'sked  to  divulge  what 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  tninks  it  important  enough  to  send  one  of  its  com- 
mittees down  here  to  ask  him,  he  takes  up  the  idea  that  he  has  some  obligations  which 
are  higher  than  the  requirements  of  the  law. 

The  Chairman.  The  testimony  thus  far  has  not  shown  that  his  informant  was  con- 
cerned in  any  of  the.se  outrages  we  are  commissioned  to  investigate.  I  think,  general, 
that  the  majority  will  overrule  your  demand  for  the  present.  If  the  doctor  felt  free  I 
should  insist. 

The  Witness.  When  you  asked  me  what  were  the  sources  of  information,  &c.,  and  how 
I  derived  information  in  regard  to  this  thing,  I  proposed  to  state  this  as  showing  how  I 
derived  the  information,  but  if  I  had  thought  it  would  involve  a  man  who  proposed  to 
bo  my  protector  and  preserve  my  life,  as  he  said  he  would— if  I  had  thought  that  would 
be  necessary,  I  should  have  withheld  it  and  not  stated  a  word  about  it.  I  just  simply 
state  that  to  the  committee,  that  I  would  have  sooner  withheld  it  than  to  have  di- 
vulged or  involved  any  person  who  had  proposed  to  become  my  protector,  to  put  them 
io  a  situation  like  I  was  placed  in. 

The  Chairman.  The  matter  is  decided  now,  doctor,  I  think,  and  you  will  resume 
what  you  were  testifying  about  at  the  time  of  the  interruption.  You  were  stating  what 
this  ex-confederate  officer  had  said  to  you  as  to  the  obiect  of  the  organization,  that  it 
was  to  put  down  negro  snfirage,  <&c.,  and  you  had  saia  in  that  connection  that  he  told 
you  that  if  what  he  then  was  saying  to  you  was  communicated,  he  would  be  murdered 
in  twenty-four  hours. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  he  stated  that  very  thing  to  me. 
Qneaiicn.  Proceed  with  the  conversation  between  you  and  him. 
Anstoer.  He  then  continued  on  in  regard  to  what  had  occurred  in  various  sections  ot 
the  country,  and  in  connection  with  this  Ku-KIux  matter,  but  if  what  I— I  do  not 

-want  to  involve  him  in  his  life  by  an  assertion  of  mine  in  confidence  in  that  way 

Question.  So  far  as  this  sub-committee  is  concerned  yon  will  not  be  oalled  on  to  give 
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the  name  of  your  informant.    Yon  may  Areely  proceed  and  state  the  halance  of  the  oon- 
versation. 

Answer.  He  then  stated  to  me  that  he  had  heen^r  that  he  had  organized  the  Ku- 
Klux  of  Arkansas,  and  what  they  had  done.  He  told  me  about  the  blowing  up  of  the 
steamer  that  was  sent  to  carry  arms  to  the  State  of  Arkansas — something  that  I  had 
never  heard  of.  That  was  the  first  intimation  I  had  ever  heard  of  any  steamer  of  the 
kind  having  been  bnmed  up 

Question.  Did  he  say  it  was  done  under  or  by  the  authority  of  that  order  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  by  the  authority  of  that  order ;  that  that  order  had  done  it,  &e. 
I  then  asked  him  to  what  extent  was  this  organization  throughout  Alabama.  He  sai^ 
in  reply,  "  It  is  better  organized  than  ever  the  confederate  army  was*"  And  he  stated 
in  all  these  negro  counties  they  had  resolved  to  carry  t^ie  elections,  and  that  in  con- 
nection with  that  they  intended  — ,  now  right  there  let  me  make  a  statement  so  as  to  not 
involve  him  as  a  Ku-Klux  in  this  State  :  mark  you,  *'  they,"  he  said,  "  they,"  the  Ku- 
Klux,  wanted  to  force  and  compel  every  officer  that  was  now  holding  office  to  resign  or 
that  they  would  dispose  of  him,  and  *•  you  ar^  only  taking,  you  are  only  going  through 
what  the  rest  of  the  republican  officers  will  be  compelled  to  go  through."  I  said  to 
him,  "  Have  these  organizations  no  fears  of  the  General  Government  t"  He  replied, 
'*Not  at  all,  because  they  control  juries  ;"  they  had  members  already  in  the  United 
States  Congress ;  they  had  members  in  the  legislature  of  the  State ;  they  had  members 
that  they  could  at  any  time  prove  an  alibij  or  that  every  jury  had  more  or  leas  of  them 
on  it,  and  that  by  its  membership  they  could  prove  an  alibi  at  any  time  in  case  of 
any  prosecution,  and  that  so  long  as  the  Government  remained  in  its  present  f(»in  they 
were  perfectly  secure ;  that  they  had  members  of  their  organization  in  the  Union 
League  ;  that  they  had  put  them  in  there  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  what  was 
done,  and  detectives,  police,  and  plenty  of  means  to  C4irry  out  anything  that  thoy  pro- 
posed. He  then  stated,  "  Now,  to  show  you  how  this  thing  is  conducted,  I  do  not 
think  there  was  any  person  that  waited  on  you  that  lived  in  your  county,  but  when 
the  council  meets,  and  they  propose  to  dispose  of  you  here  in  this  county,  they  will 
call  upon  the  KJan  in  another  county  to  go  and  attend  to  that,  and  perhaps  but  one 
or  two  of  the  members  of  the  organization  in  your  county  will  know  anything  about  it, 
and  they  will  only  know  it  in  order  to  enable  them  to  point  out  where  you  stay."  Said 
ho,  "  You  are  watched  night  and  day.  As  reijards  your  keeping  your  whereabouts 
from  this  organization,  that  is  simply  absurd."  I  stated  to  him  :  "  This  is  an  awful 
condition  of  things."  "Well,  sir,"  said  he,  "it  is  the  fact  neveitheless."  Said  he, 
"  Now,  sir,  on  that  night  that  the  Ku-Klux  came  for  you,  there  was  not,  I  do  not  think, 
but  one  or  two  parties  in  the  town  that  belonged  to  the  organization  or  knew  it,  and  if 
anything  was  required  in  another  county,  the  Ku-Klux  of  Hale  would  be  called,  u^a 
to  go  and  perform  that,  unless  it  was  some  little  whipping,  or  something  of  that  kind, 
that  was  of  smaller  consequence." 

Question.  Let  me  see  if  I  understand  that  last  statement  of  that  Ku-Klux  band  that 
came  for  you  ;  not  more  than  one  or  two  of  the  members  of  the  Klan  in  Hale  County 
were  concerned  in  it  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  stated  that  this  was  the  mode  of  operation  by  which  they 
carried  out  their  plans.  And  that  they  had  an  abundance  of  arms  and  animunitiou, 
&c.,  to  execute  any  of  the  orders  from  the  central  conmiitteo.  He  then  si)oke  of  the 
fidelity  with  which  the  one  communicated  with  the  other  ;  their  fidelity  one  toward 
another ;  and  that  they  had  means  of  communication  that  no  one  knew  of,  and  where 
they  found  it  impracticable  to  assault  a  man  at  night,  that  four  or  five  of  them — note 
the  remark,  now — if  they  had  wished  to  dispose  ol  you  in  a  difl:erent  manner,  four  or 
five  of  them  would  have  been  intoxicated,  and  would  have  sought  a  difficulty ;  thrw 
er  four  or  five  would  have  been  standing  there,  and  you  would  have  been  shot  in  the 
difficulty  the  very  moment  it  had  sprung  up ;  you  would  have  been  shot  down  even  in 
broad  day-light,  and  those  around  you  have  acted  as  witnesses  against  the  man  or  men 
that  shot  you,  in  the  trial,  provided  they  could  not  have  been  released  from  jail,  and 
that  that  was  another  means  by  which  they  caiTied  out  their  plans. 

Question.  To  bo  used  ns  witnesses  against  the  man  who  did  shoot  you  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  there  are  four  or  five  or  six  around  you  in  a  difficulty,  and 
there  was  no  telling  who  did  the  shooting,  and  it  never  could  be  proven  who  bad  dou<* 
the  shooting ;  that  they  would  precipitate  you  into  a  difficulty  or  dispute  by  this,  aod 
in  that  difficulty  you  would  be  shot,  and  the  balance  would  testify  in  regard  to  it. 

Question.  Testify  that  it  was  a  case  of  self-defense  t 

Ansiver,  Self  defense;  yes,  sir.  Well,  there  was  some  other  conversation  occurw^be- 
iv»een  us ;  I  do  not  remember  what,  and  I  left  him  about  11  o'clock,  and  went  te  the 
woods,  telling  him,  "I  do  not  wish  to  jeopardize  you  here  as  my  friend,"  and  I  left  him 
in  the  room  and  started  for  the  woods. 

Question.  Was  this  during  the  pendency  of  negotiations  for  your  property  ? 

Anstver.  No,  sir ;  this  was  after  the  purchase  had  been  concluded,  but  danji^th« 
time  I  was  trying  to  dispose — you  see  I  had  a  large  number  of  horses  and  I  was  tryia^ 
to  dispose  of  my  buggies,  and  trotting  wagons,  &c.,  that  I  had  collected  there,  and  of 
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the  fair  groand  race-track  I  was  bailding,  and  what  property  I  had  there,  that  was  of 
goods  and  chattels  ontside  of  real  estate. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  in  that  conversation  when  this  order  was  organized  f 

Ansicer,  No,  sir ;  he  did  not  tell  me  when,  (that  I  recollect  of;)  but  he  told  me  where 
it  was  organized  tirst  in  the  United  States. 

Queation.  Where  was  that  t 

Answer.  In  Tennessee.  lie  said  there  was  an  organization  in  the  southwestern — after 
naming  over  the  diflferent  portions  of  the  country  where  the  organization  was — he  said 
in  Southwestern  Illinois  there  was  a  small  organization. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  him  it  extended  into  all  the  counties  of  Alabama  or 
imto  only  a  portion  of  them  where  it  was  necessary  to  control  negro  voting  f 

Answer.  It  extended  to  all  the  counties,  but  their  operations  were  suspended  in  cer- 
tain counties  by  order  of  the  State  authority. 

Question.  Yon  understood  there  was  a  State  organization,  district  organizations,  and 
county  organizations  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q^^estion.  Did  he  tell  you  anything  about  the  obligation  binding  upon  the  members 
or  the  oath  that  was  taken  by  them  T 

Anstcer.  Nothing  more  than  it  was  such  an  obligation  that  they  did  not  dare  violate 
it.  He  did  not  give  me  any  intimation  of  the  phraseology  of  the  oath,  only  it  was  an 
obligation  they  did  not  dare  violate. 

Question.  Of  course  he  did  not  communicate  any  signs  or  pass-words  t 

Answer.  No,  sir.  He  went  on  to  state  to  me  this,  where  certain  parties  had  violated 
the  obligation,  or  that  there  had  been  parties  who  had  violated  the  obligation,  and 
they  were  taken  by  the  Klan  and  at  once  disposed  of.  They  disposed  of  their  own 
members  in  case  they  violated  this  obligation. 

Question.  By  thaf^ou  understood  that  they  assassinated  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  This  conversation,  then,  occurred,  I  understand  you,  sometime  in  March  this 
present  year  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  he  spoke  of  it  as  an  existing  organization  in  the  State  of  Alabama  at 
the  timet 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir.  He  spoke  of  it  as  an  existing  organization,  and  of  the  thoroughness 
of  the  organization  in  the  southwestern  counties,  and  where  it  was  active,  and  where 
it  was  suspended. 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  means  of  verifying  what  was  communicated  to  you  by 
this  gentleman  at  that  time  f 

A  nswer.  Yes,  sir ;  this :  Immediately  after  I  left  Greensborough,  and  dnring  the  spring 
term  of  the  court,  there  was  a  young  man  indicted  before  the  grand  jury  for  certain 
offenses  or  violations  of  the  order  of  the  town,  and  was  put  in  jail.  The  orgauization 
oame  to  the  jail  to  release  him.  There  is  a  new  county  jail  built  in  Greensborough,  and 
they  have  been  using  for  two  or  three  or  four  years  what  we  call  the  calaboose  to  put 
prisoners  in.  The  town  gave  that  to  the  county  until  the  jail  was  completed.  Tbis 
man,  Peyton  McDonald,  was  put  in  the  calaboose  in  Greensborough,  and  the  Ku-Klux 
eame  to  release  him,  and  the  mayor  interposed,  or  the  marshal  informed  the  mayor  of 
the  ftict,  and  the  mayor  interposed  and  stated  that  they  must  not  do  it,  that  he  would 
call  the  citizens ;  and  meantime  the  marshal  notified  his  father  and  several  of  the  citi- 
zens came,  and  these  persons  desisted  from  persevering  in  releasing  the  man,  but  went 
away  with  some  threats,  which  the  marshal,  Mr.  Lawson,  stated  to  me  afterwards. 
That  is  one  case. 

Qtiestion.  How  large  a  party  came  to  release  him,  did  you  understand  t 

Answa\  I  think  sixteen,  or  eighteen,  or  twenty. 

Question.  Disguised? 

Ansicer.  All  disguised.  But  before  that,  just  a  few  days  or  weeks,  or  subsequent — 
"Whether  it  was  betore  or  subsequent  I  am  not  sure  in  regard  to — a  large  number  of  them 
passed  through  Greensborough  about  9  o'clock  at  night,  when  all  the  stores  are  lighted 
up — everybody  saw  them — towards  Marion.  On  that  night  they  went  and  attempted 
to  release  a  pnsoner  from  the  Marion  jail,  held  by  the  sheriff  and  his  father-in-law. 
The  sheriff  (then  Mr.  Wyman)  and  his  father-in-law  persistently  refuse<l  to  deliver  the 
prisoner,  a  negro  who  was  in  jail,  I  believe,  for  killing  a  white  man,  or  killing  a  man, 
1  think  It  was  a  white  man.  At  all  events  he  was  in  jail  there  for  some  violation  of 
the  law,  and  they  went  to  release  him.  They  failed  to  do  it.  They  left  orders  there  for 
V^illiams  to  leave,  and  other  parties,  and  the  citizens,  or  at  least  Mr.  Williams,  left. 
He  was  probate  judge  of  that  county.  That  was  in  pursuance,  mark  you — I  speak  of 
this  now  to  demonstrate  the  fact,  as  this  gentleman  told  me— of  this  determination  of 
these  Ku-Klux  to  get  rid  of  the  republican  officers  of  the  State.  That  is^he  exemplifi- 
cation of  that  conversation  subsequent  to  that.  Digitized  by  GoOQIc 
By  Mr.  Blaui: 

Question.  In  what  county  was  that  f 
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JWtccr.  I  do  not  remember,  but  I  think  it  occurred  in  April. 

Question,  Was  it  in  Perry  County  f 

Answei'.  Yes,  sir.  They  went  from  Greensborough  through. Another  thing :  another 

indication  in  the  statement  that  this  Klan,  now  of  Hale  County,  was  going  to  perform 
what  was  required  in  Perry  County  ;  another  exemplification  of  what  this  man's  con- 
versation was  when  he  remarked  to  me  that  one  county  performed  the  duty  of  another 
county  in  that  way. 

By  the  Ciiairmax: 

Questian.  What  was  this  service  in  Perry  County  that  the  Klan  in  Hale  County  were 
to  perform  f 

Answer,  They  were  to  take  this  man  out  of  jail. 

Qnestion.  Marion  was  in  Perry  County  t 

An8xvei\  Marion  is  the  county-seat  of  Perry  County.  And  they  passed  throogh  Greens- 
borough  before  the  people  had  gone  to  bed,  while  the  stores  were  all  lighted.  There  was 
a  show  of  some  kind  in  town,  and  the  people  were  all  in  the  hall,  up  stairs,  and  many 
of  them  went  out  at  the  store-door  and  saw  them  pass. 

Question,  What  means  have  you  of  knowing  that  that  Klan  belonged  to  Hale  County  T 

Aiisu-er,  The  only  means  of  knowing  is  it  was  organized  there  so  early  in  the  evening 
that  it  could  not  have  come  from  any  distance  after  night. 

Question.  As  they  travel  by  night  generally  f 

Answer.  As  they  travel  by  night. 

Question.  Before  ^oing  on  with  the  evidence  we  requested  you  to  furnish,  I  wish  to 
ask  you  what  time  it  was  that  the  attcmi)t  was  made  by  the  Klan  to  k^lease  Peyton 
McDonald  from  the  calaboose  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  it  was  some  time,  I  think,  about  the  1st  of  May^. 

Question,  This  present  year  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  All  that  I  have  stated  has  occurred  in  April  and  May,  I  think. 
Now,  that  night  that  they  started  there,  two  or  three  of  them  returned  to  Mrs.  Nut- 
ting's hoube.  I  had  built  a  swing  for  my  little  daughter;  they  got  in  that  at  the  end 
of  the  building.  Mr.  Tucker  became  a  little  alarmed,  and  fixed  up  all  his  arms.  &,c., 
and  thought,  perhaps,  they  were  going  to  do  my  little  daughter  some  violence.  I 
^ou't  know  what ;  that  was  his  fear  then,  that  they  were  going  to  disturb  the  family 
there.  Mr.  George  M.  Duskiu,  whom  they  had  threatened — a  member  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Alabama  and  an  attorney — Mr.  Tucker  advised,  he  hurried  up  to  where 
his  wife  was.  Ho  had  armed  himself  thoroughly ;  in  fact,  I  believe  some  of  them 
advised  him, to  get  out  of  town  at  once,  but  he  said  no;  he  would  die  there  on  the 
street,  and  he  went  up  to  his  house  thoroughly  armed  and  prepared  for  the  emei^rency. 
They  passetl  on  through  the  town  and  did  not  disturb  him,  though  from  the  tureata 
he  had  heard,  he  thought  thoy  were  certainly  after  him — that  is  Dnskiu.  The  party 
that  went  down  to  Mrs.  Nutting's  house,  the  two  or  three  of  them  there  that  went  in 
the  yard  and  on  the  piazza  remained  some  time,  until  10  or  II  or  12  o'clock  at  night. 

Question,  How  lou^  was  this  after  they  shot  into  your  house  and  visited  your  office  f 

Answer,  That,  I  think,  was  the  19th  of  Januarj',  1871,  when  they  shot  into  my  office 
and  house,  and  tliis  was  on  about  the  Ist  of  May,  1871,  or  somewhere  about  that  time. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  I  would  like  to  ask  you,  in  this  connection,  if  the  party  of  disguised  men 
which  were  seen  to  ride  through  Greensborough  were  seen  to  ride  back  again  that  night 
after  going  to  Perry  as  it  was  supposed  t 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  if  I  heard  that,  I  -am  not  positive  about  it.  My  recollection  i« 
not  distinct  in  regard  to  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  may  go  on  with  the  verification  I  was  asking  you  to  give  of  the  state- 
ment of  the  confederate  general. 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  then 

Question.  In  this  connection  you  can  mention  any  whippings  or  other  outrages  that 
have  been  committed  upon  colored  people  in  Hale  or  any  of  the  adjoining  counties. 

Anstver.  Well,  the  one  that  occurs  to  me  right  now  occurred  on  the  19th  of  August. 
A  body  of  one  or  two  disguised  men  rode  up  to  a  negro  prayer-meeting  in  Mr.  Monette's; 
t!iey  ordered  the  meeting  to  disband,  or  to  scatter ;  their  order  was  not  obeyed  promptly- 
aud  they  went  back  and  whistled,  and  two  or  three  more  rode  up,  and  they  shot  in- 
discriminately into  the  crowd,  and  wounded  a  man  by  the  name  of  Fletcher,  a  colored 
man. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Wliat  was  this,  a  meeting  f 

Answer,  A  prayer-meeting.  ^.g.^.^^^  ^^  GoOglc 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  You  say  the  19th  of  Augusf;  what  yeart 
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Jnmer,  The  19th  of  Au^st  1871. 

Question,  Where  was  this  prayer-meeting  of  the  negroes  t 

Answer,  In  Hale  County,  about  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  Greensborough,  Upon 
firing,  the  negroes  of  course  disbanded^  and  the  negroes  became  very  much  excited, 
and  some  of  them  armed  themselves  either  that  night  or  the  next  night  following ;  at 
all  events,  they  went  up  near  Mr.  Monette's  house,  for  they  were  near  there,  and  he, 
too.  One  of  the  negroes  was  killed  dead — the  back  of  his  head  shot  off— and 
there  was  a  jury  of  inquest  held  by  the  sheriflf.  The  evidence  elicited  simply 
amounted  to  this:  that  it  was  occasioned  by  the  damned  negroes,  and  waj»  a 
justifiable  homicide,  or  something  of  the  kind,  although  the  jury  did  not  indi- 
cate as  who  had  committed  the  homicide,  unless  it  was  some  negroes  who  were 
behind  this  man  had  shot  him.  They  thought,  perhaps,  from  the  manner  in  which 
he  lay,  that  he  was  shot,  may  be,  by  some  parties  behind  him.  There  were  sev- 
eral men  whipped  there  whose  names  I  do  not  remember.  I  have  letters  in  regard  to 
that.  The  colored  people  have  written  me  repeat^ly  in  regard  to  that,  and  men- 
tioned the  no-mes.  These  letters  are  in  my  trunk  in  Greensborough,  or  in  my  room  in  the 
drawer  in  Greensborough  j  I  cannot  recall  their  names.  Then,  in  this  year  Mr.  Philip 
Green,  a  colored  man,  who  is  inimical  because  of  his  personal  influence,  had  his  house 
burned  up  by  a  body  of  disguised  men.  That  was  done,  I  think,  along  about  June- 
May  or  June — of  this  year. 

Question.  Is  that  in  Hale  County  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  Hale  County. 

Questi(nu  In  the  night-time  t 

Answer.  In  the  night-time ;  yes,  sir.  There  were  also  two  negroes  murdered,  or 
found  dead,  near  Pin  Hook.    Their  murder  is  unaccounted  for  in  Hale  County. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  their  wounds  ? 

Answer,  Shot ;  they  were  gun-shot  wounds. 

Question,  Were  inquests  held  over  their  bodies  ? 

Anstcer.  Not  that  I  ever  heard  of. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 
Question,  Do  you  know  their  names  f 
Answer,  I  do  not,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  state  what  month  that  happened  in  t 

Ansicer.  I  thipk  that  was  in  August. 

Qttestion.  Lastf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  August  last. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  what  was  the  offense  of  these  two  negroes  t 

Answer.  I  understood  nothing  except  the  fact  that  Ihey  were  murdered.  From  let- 
ters I  received  asking  if  this  murdering  could  not  be  stopped  in  some  way :  that  the 
colored  people  were  very  much  disturbed :  that  they  really  felt  that  they  had  no  se- 
curity whatever  for  their  lives. 

Question.  Did  you  learn  what  those  negroes  were  whipped  fort 

Ansu^.  Nothing  more  than  for  going  to  some  political  meeting. 

Question.  What  is  the  feeling  of  the  negroes  of  Hale  County  at  this  time,  as  to  the 
eecurity  of  life  and  property  f 

Answer.  They  have  none,  sir.  I  make  this  assertion  without  the  fear  of  contradic- 
tion, that  the  negroes  of  Hale  County  feel  entirely  insecure,  and  when  I  mentioned  to 
them  on  one  or  two  occasions  to  apply  for  soldiers,  they  stated  to  me  that  they  did  not 
want  United  States  soldiers  there,  because  if  they  came  the  citizens  would  purchase 
them  to  do  as  they  had  done  in  former  times.  When  soldiers  were  sent  there  to  pro- 
tect them  on  days  of  election  thej^  knocked  the  negroes  down  in  broad  daylight,  off 
the  sidewalk,  because  they  were  simply  exercising  that  right ;  soldiers  of  tne  United 
States  there  are  a  terror  ]  the  negroes  are  afraid  to  trust  them ;  they  have  no  faith  in 
^eir  protection. 

Question.  Itf  the  private  soldier  generally  unfriendly  to  the  negro— to  his  color  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  that  they  are :  but  the  white  people  treat  the  private 
soldiers  and  the  officers  so  kindly — give  them  so  many  little  eatables  and  whisky, 
&c. 

Question.  I  wish  you  would  go  on  and  describe  to  the  committee  the  reception  which 
is  given  in  that  community  to  a  detachment  of  troops  whenever  they  are  sent  there ; 
how  are  they  treated  by  the  citizens  f 

Anstcer.  I  can  state,  then,  what  my  observation  has  been.  In  1868,  on  the  day  of  the 
election,  or  some  time  before  the  election,  it  was  thought  proper  by  the  Bureau  agent 
there,  Mr.  Clause,  who  was  sent  by  Mr.  Pierce  from  this  place,  as  Bureau  officer,  al'ter 
the  removal  of  Mr.  Gale,  the  former  Bureau  officer — there  was  such  indignation  by  the 
people  he  thought  it  better  to  have  soldiers ;  he  applied  for  troops ;  they  were  sent — 
some  eighteen  or  twenty — in  charge  of  a  sergeant  named  Mays,  I  think  j  they  were  the 
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a  few  days ;  the  people  treated  them  very  kindly,  eending  them  all  nice  things  to  cat; 
the  sergeant  was  invited  out  to  dine  and  supper,  &c.,  with  citizens,  and  on  the  day  of  the 
election  the  citizens  made  several  soldiers  intoxicated ;  several  of  them  got  whisky, 
which  was  against  the  election  laws  of  the  State,  and  against  the  orders  of  their  com- 
mander—I  was  then  probate  judge^ — and  they  made  them  drunk,  and  got  them  at  t^ 
lM)lls  to  changing  yotes,  and  the  negroes  became  alarmed  and  left  the  polls  entirely,  I 
saw  that  going  on,  three  or  four  soldiers  there  in  front  of  the  ballot-box,  right  dose  to 
it — another  vitiation  of  the  laws  of  the  State — no,  it  was  not — this  law  was  passed  after- 
ward ;  I  am  mistaken  in  that,  but  a  violation  of  the  order  of  General  Swayne  in  regard 
to  holding  elections,  and  a  violation  of  an  ordinance  passed  by  the  constitutional  con- 
vention, that  no  person  should  approach  polls,  &c. — these  soldiers  were  drank  and  got 
close  there,  and  knocked  darkeys  every  which  way.  The  citizens,  a  number  of  th^, 
came  around  and  sustained  the  soldiers  in  that,  stating  at  the  same  time  that  parties 
were  voting  who  had  no  right  to  vote.  I  stepped  across  to  the  court-house  ;  I  said  to 
the  soldiers,  "  You  have  no  business  here,  and  you  must  leave."  One  of  them  said, 
"  What  the  devil  have  you  got  to  do  with  it  f"  Said  I,  "  I  have  simply  this  much,  I 
am  the  oflBcer  here  of  this  county ;  I  propose  to  keep  the  peace  and  enforce  my  rights  as 
the  presiding  officer  of  the  county,  and  I  will  deal  with  you  myself  if  you  do  not  leave.'* 
I  drew  a  pistol  and  t^ld  him,  "  If  you  do  not  leave  here  now  I  will  shoot  you."  The 
soldiers,  two  or  three  of  thera,  by  this  time  ran  up  and  carried  this  one  I  was  talking 
to  away,  and  they  loft  the  polls.  Thoy  went  down  street  and  knocke>d  down  two  or 
three  negroes  as  they  went  down,  into  the  ditches,  and  the  negroes  became  alarmed, 
and  a  number  of  them  left  town  without  voting. 

Question.  Have  you  never  had  soldiers  there  except  upon  that  one  occasion  f 

Anmccr,  We  have  had  soldiers  there  on  three  different  occasions. 

Question,  Have  they  been  welcomed  in  a  similar  manner  every  time  they  have  been 
there  t 

Answer,  Every  time  they  have  been  there  they  have  been  treated  that  way  by  the 
citizens.  The  citizens  have  asserted  to  me  that  it  was  no  trouble ;  that  for  a  gallon 
of  whisky  and  $10  they  would  assassinate  anybody.  The  soldiers  attempted  to  as- 
sassinate me,  that  very  gang.  I  had  to  flee  to  the  country,  to  my  brother-in-law.  They 
became  very  much  excited  m  the  matter,  and  after  that  could  not  contain  thomselven 
in  the  matter  any  longer ;  they  came  to  the  country  and  two  of  these  soldiers  who 
heard  the  sheriff  had  reported  them  to  their  superior  officers,  came  into  the  country' 
thirteen  miles  with  a  posse  of  young  men  who  are  warm  friends  of  my  brothei^in-law 
and  brought  me  back  from  the  country  where  I  had  remained  two  or  three  or  four 
days  at  Mr.  John  Hutt's,  at  an  out-of-the-way  place. 

Question,  Is  it  your  opinion  that  it  is  the  settled  purpose  of  the  people  of  your  oonnty 
whenever  United  States  troops  are  sent  there  to  win  them  over  to  their  cause  and  ex- 
cite them  against  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  It  is ;  and  I  have  heard  it  asserted  repeatedly  that  they  did  not  care  what 
it  cost,  they  intended  to  do  that. 

Question.  How  was  the  officer  in  command  taken  in  charge? 

Answer.  He  was  kindly  cared  for.  When  we  sent  up  this  report  about  these  soldiers 
a  lieutenant  was  sent  down  there,  and  he,  on  the  night  they  attempted  to  asaaeainate 
me,  was  at  a  party  and  could  not  be  found  anywhere  in  town,  at  least  could  not  be 
found  for  some  time,  but  was  finally,  however.  But  one  incident  I  neglected  to  steta. 
This  Mr.  Clause  was  knocked  in  the  head  on  the  street  in  front  of  the  hotol,  and  car- 
ried up  to  his  room  for  dead.  I  examined  his  wounds  and  found  they  were  not  dan- 
gerous ;  he  was  knocked  down  and  cut  by  the  soldiers. 

Question,  What  for  f 

Answer,  I  was  informed  that  the  soldiers  had  proposed  to  knock  him  in  the  head,  at 
the  instance  of  the  citizens,  for  his  activity  in  conducting  the  election. 

Question.  Was  this  upon  election  day  I 

Ansicer,  It  was  a  day  or  two,  or  two  nights,  after  the  election. 

Question.  What  was  the  cause  of  this  attempt  to  assassinate  yon  by  the  soldiers  T 

Answer.  That  was  in  consequence  of  the  active  position  I  had  taken  in  eondneting 
this  election  and  getting  all  the  votes  I  could  for  the  constitution  of  Alabama,  and 
those  who  were  candidates  for  office. 

Question.  This  was  in  1868  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  » 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Was  that  the  time  you  threatened  to  shoot  the  soldier  f 
Answer,  It  was  the  time  I  told  the  soldiers  if  they  persisted  in  this  matter  it  was  » 
thing  I  had  perfect  control  over ;  he  had  a  pistol  and  put  his  hand  on  bis  pistol,  aod  I 
said,  "  If  you  draw  that  pistol  I  will  kill  you,"  and  I  drew  my  pistol^ p. ^^fp 
Question.  How  long  aft^r  that  did  they  attempt  to  assassinate  you  l^tS^^ 
Answer.  It  was  the  next  week  after  that  that  they  made  the  attack  on  roe.    I  was  »^ 
creted  in  the  hotel  by  the  proprietor,  Mr.  F.  C.  Taylor,  who  was  a  warm  peraonal  friend 
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of  miDe,  and  several  parties  came  there  and  extorted  from  me,  or,  at  least,  would  not 
sssist  me  in  any  way,  and  extorted  from  me  a  letter  that  1  would  desist  from  having 
anything  further  to  do  with  politics  in  that  county,  which  was  puhlished  in  the  Ala- 
baiua  Beacon.  The  soldiers  went  through  the  house  in  various  directions,  and  two  of 
t^em  had  on  citizens'  clothes,  and  got  so  drunk  during  the  latter  part  of  the  night 
that  they  fell  asleep  in  the  office  of  the  hotel,  and  they  were  discovered  in  that  way. 

Qttestum,  Yon  say  part  of  them  had  citizens'  clothes  on  f 

^nncer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Those  who  attempted  the  assassination  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  who  it  was  instigated  them  to  this  at- 
tempt f 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  who  it  was. 

Question,  Did  you  report  these  facts  to  the  commanding  officer  f 

AnnDer,  I  did,  sir ;  at  least  the  sheriff  did.  So  did  Mr.  Clause,  the  Bureau  agent ;  he 
reported  it  in  full. 

Question.  What  was  done  with  them  f 

Answer.  Nothing  that  I  ever  heard  o£ 

Question.  How  long  were  these  troops  continued  f 

Answer.  They  were  continued  there  after  I  had  petitioned  for  their  removal  some  two 
or  tliree  weeks,  and  one  of  them  who  went  out  to  be  engaged  in  running  a  negro 
schoolmaster  away  from  there — a  white  man  named  Wilson — tne  man  who  was  engaged 
in  that  affair,  had  his  pistol  in  his  pocket,  and  in  getting  over  a  fence  or  something 
of  the  kind,  the  pistol  went  off  and  shot  him  down  in  the  thigh,  I  forget  which  thigh. 
I  went  to  see  the  wound  afterwards,  as  I  was  looked  upon  as  Imowing  more  about  gun- 
shot wounds  than  the  physician  who  attended  him. 

Question.  You  were  about  to  say  he  was  waited  upon  by  the  citizens? 

Answer.  He  was  kindly  waited  upon  by  all  the  citizens,  and  while  laying  with  his 
wound  as  much  attention  was  paid  to  him  as  any  person  I  almost  ever  saw. 

Question.  How  do  those  same  people,  who  welcome  the  soldiers  with  so  much  flattery, 
speak  of  them  when  the  squad  of  troops  is  removed  from  their  midst  f 

Answer.  That  they  are  a  set  of  Grod  damned  niggers;  and  that,  God  damn  them,  $2 
will  purchase  them  to  do  anything  in  the  world,  and  a  good  big  drink  of  whisky ;  and 
that  they  are  the  offscourings  of  creation ;  and  such  language  as  that.  I  believe  that 
is  about  the  way. 

Question,  You  think  the  democrats  of  that  county  are  somewhat  given  to  deceitful- 
ness  in  the  reception  of  the  soldiers? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  that  that  term,  "  deceitfulness,"  hardly  expresses  it,  unless 
yon  take  it  in  its  most  extreme  acceptation.  I  think  that  they  have  a  thorough  under- 
standing to  practice  any  and  every  device  that  they  can  possibly  originate,  to  not  only 
fet  the  advantage,  but  to  get  control  of  all  their  desires.  Their  deception  is  an  organized 
eception ;  it  is  a  determined,  thoroughly  organized  deception,  audit  is  one  in  which  the 
whole  community  sympathize.  If  1  knew  any  stronger  word  in  the  English  language 
to  express  their  course  in  that  way,  I  would  use  it,  because  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that 
that  carries  the  full  force  of  their  intentions.  Not  only  to  them,  but  to  any  Govern- 
ment officer ;  let  a  colonel,  or  a  captain,  or  let  a  Congressman — you  go  there ;  discon- 
nected from  this  committee,  and  you  will  receive  as  much  attenticm,  and  you  will  bo 
leveed  from  place  to  place.  That  is,  I  think,  beyond  all  dispute,  and  the  citizens  do 
not  disgnise  their  reasons  for  it  at  all. 

Question.  Is  it,  in  your  opinion,  the  underlying  purpose  of  all  these  means  and  in- 
strumentalities, and  machinery  employed,  to  obtain  the  political  control  of  the  State, 
and  the  couti-ol  of  the  several  counties  for  the  democratic  party  f 

Answer.  I  believe,  sir,  that  that  is  the  full  determination  of  the  people.  The  white 
people  of  Hale  County,  together  with  the  people  of  this  district,  with  whom  I  am 
very  well  acquainted,  and  the  leading  men  of  the  State,  have  the  same-  animosity  to 
the  Government  of  tne  United  States  that  they  had  in  1861,  with  the  addition  of  a 
bitterness  that  is  a  part  of  themselves.  It  is  their  household  conversation  to  curse  and 
denounce  the  Government  as  an  usurpation,  and  as  having  done  them  injustice,  and 
using  such  assertions  as  this  to  me,  ^*  Why  are  you  united  against  us  and  against  our 
interests,  and  gainst  all  that  is  near  to  us,"  &c.,  "in  this  country?  Why  do  you 
unite  in  doing  this  ?  We  have  no  objection  to  y6u  personally,  but  your  political  course 
is  such  that  we  cannot  countenance  it.  We  like  you  as  a  man,  but  we  cannot  counte- 
nance this  course."  And  then  the  republican  party  becomes  the  more  obnoxious  to  them 
because  they  have  the  control  of  the  Government.  The  Government  is  obnoxious  to 
them  and  has  been  for  years,  say  from  1859  or  1857,  and  so  on  in  the  history  of  seces- 
sion, and,  instead  of  that  abating  at  all,  it  is  increasing  every  day ;  there  is  no  abati'- 
ment,  and  they  despise  everything  in  the  Government  and  everything  that  belongs  to  it. 

Question,  You  mean  the  General  Government,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  General  Government ;  and  with  that  bitterness  they  are  deter- 


1288      CONDITION    OF   AFFAIRS   IN  THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

mined  to  control  the  State  legislation  so  as  to  effect,  or,  to  nse  their  language,  so  as  to 
control  the  negro  of  this  conn  try  and  make  him  efScient  as  a  laborer. 

Qttestion.  That  leads  me  to  inquire  whether  the  jieople  in  Hale  County  and  the  sur- 
ipunding  counties,  so  far  as  you  are  acquainted  with  their  sentiments,  have  ever  be- 
come reconciled  to  negro  suffi-age  * 

Anstcer.  Never  in  any  instance  that  I  know  of  have  they  become  so,  at  least,  so  that 
their  action  has  corresponded.  I  have  heard  them  say,  "  We  accept  it,  but  we  will 
control  it." 

Question.  If  they  had  the  power  to  do  it,  are  you  of  opinion  that  they  would  repeal 
the  fifteenth  amendment  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  would  not  only  repeal  the  fifteenth  amendment,  but  they 
would  repeal  every  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  and  they  would  go  out  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  before  daylight  to-morrow  morning. 

Question.  What  are  the  sentiments  of  the  people  in  relation  to  the  education  of  the 
negro,  the  establishment  of  negro  schools,  and  their  maintenance  by  taxation  1 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  meets  with  the  bitterest  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  people; 
as  an  evidence  i)f  it,  a  large  number  of  the  school-houses  in  Hale  County  have  been 
burned  down ;  churches  have  been  burned  down. 

Question.  Colored  churches  f 

Ansiver.  Colored  churches.  A  colored  church  was  burned  down  by  the  same  party 
that  came  to  me  in  January,  out  about  seven  or  eight  miles  from  Greonsborough.  They 
set  fire  to  that  church  as  they  went  back  home.  They  believe  that  the  freedom  of  the 
negro  was  an  injustice  to  them ;  that  he  has  no  rights  as  a  citizen ;  that  he  is  not  tit 
for  a  citizen,  and  that  he  should  be  right  where  he  was  formerly — their  slave. 

Question.  How  is  the  negro  treated  by  the  land-holders,  as  a  general  mle,  in  their  con- 
tracts for  the  cultivation  of  the  land ;  justly  or  otherwise  t 

Anstcer.  Well,  sir,  in  many  instances  he  is  treated  justly.  The  reason  for  that,  how- 
ever, is  a  matter  more  of  policy,  in  order  to  secure  his  labor  from  year  to  year,  than  it  ia 
a  matter  of  their  ideas  of  justice  and  equity  to  him. 

Question.  You  think  their  ideas  of  their  nght  to  control  the  labor  of  the  negro  have 
never  undergone  a  change  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  thiflk  as  only  so  far  as  they  are  compelled  to ;  all  the  change  of 
ideas  in  that  respect  is  compulsory. 

[At  5.45  p.  m.  the  committee  took  a  recess  until  7^  o'clock,  when  the  committee  re-as- 
sembled, and  William  T.  Blackford  was  recalled  and  his  examination  continued.] 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  It  has  been  testified  before  the  committee  that  all  these  disturbances  of  the 
peace  could  have  been  prevented  and  promptly  repressed  but  for  the  general  ineffi- 
ciency of  the  republican  officers,  such  as  sheriff,  constables,  and  judges,  and  that  whole 
communities  are  peaceable  and  law-abiding  in  spite  of  the  uialadmiuistratiou  of  the 
laws.  The  committee  request  your  opinion  as  to  whether  any  deficiency  in  t^o  execu- 
tion of  the  laws  arises  from  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  white  community  to  aid 
the  officers  in  the  performance  of  their  duty  t 

Answer.  In  my  own  county,  which  only  I  can  speak  of,  or  that  I  can  only  speak  of  by 
close  observation,  being  an  officer,  the  sheriff , and  deputy  sheriff  are  both  democratii, 
and  the  circuit  judge  is  a  republican,  but  I  have  seen  no  want  in  that  county  of  an  ef- 
fort on  their  part  bo  make  proper  arrests  and  bring  parties  to  justice ;  but  when  they 
were  brought  they  were  always  protected  by  evidence  such  as  to  forbid  anything  like 
an  execution  of  the  laws  upon  tnose  who  violated  them.  The  violators  of  the  law, 
particularly  where  the  difficulty  occurs  between  a  negroana  a  white  man,  in  case  of  a 
violation  of  the  lawe  under  those  circumstances,  they  almost  invariably  prove  the 
negro  to  have  been  in  fault  before  the  courts. 

Question.  Repeated  instances  of  riot,  whipping,  and  murders  have  been  brought  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  committee  where  the  victims  were  negroes,  and  no  one  was  pun- 
ished. The  committee  desire  your  opinion  whether,  as  a  general  thing,  the  men  con- 
cerned in  those  outrages  could  be  found  and  punished  if  there  were  an  earnest  and 
determined  effort  on  the  part  of  the  whites. 

Answer.  I  am  positively  convinced  that  nine-tenths  of  all  the  outrages  that  have 
been  committed  in  this  section  of  the  State  could  have  been  found  out,  and  the  parties 
punished,  had  there  been  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  do  so ;  or  rather  a 
determination  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  do  so,  rather  than  a  disposition. 

Question.  I  wish  to  a«k  you  a  question  now  upon  another  |)oint  involved  in  your  ex- 
amination hitherto.  What,  in  your  opinion,  would  be  the  effect  of  a  general  amnesty, 
or  rather  a  total  removal  of  disabilities  imposed  by  the  fourteenth  amendment,  as  to 
causing  a  pacification  of  the  country,  while  the  right  of  suffrage  still  continues  in  tb» 
colorc<r  race,  and  they  exercise  it  and  elect  republican  officers  f 

Answer.  I  have  been  a  strong  advocate  of  the  removal  of  disabilities  as  an  experi- 
ment to  allay  this  feeling.  I  urged  that  upon  our  congressman,  Hayes ;  yet  I  believe 
'lat  the  bitterness  towards  the  Government  is  so  great  that  nothing  would  appease 
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their  feelings;  no  removal  of  disability,  or  anything  of  that  kind,  would  have  any 
Bpccial  influence  to  stop  their  bitter  denunciations,  and  what  they  feel  to  be  the  fact — 
that  they  are  outJagod  by  the  Government,  by  its  laws,  and  so  long  as  the  Goveni- 
meiit  persists  in  raaiutaining  the  present  i^olitical  position  assigned  to  the  colored  man 
hy  the  reconstruction  acts  they  will  be  inimical  to  the  Government. 

Question.  K  I  understand  you,  then,  the  mere  right  to  hold  oflSce  would  not,  in  your 
opinion,  remove  the  present  discontent  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  f 

Answei'.  No,  sir;  and  I  will  tell  you  why  I  say  so:  I  proposed,  in  this  matter  con- 
nected with  myself,  that  I  would  resign  my  office — "  I  will  make  here  a  pledge,  forfeit- 
iog  all  the  property  I  have  got,  if  you  wUl  secure  me  in  peace  to  my  person  and  my 
family,  and  you  can  take  tlie  office — it  is  worth  nothing  to  me ;  I  can  do  better  practi- 
cing my  profession  here  in  this  community;"  and  the  reply  to  that  was  that,  '*  Your 
former  connections  with  a  party  that  has  outraged  us  never  can  be  forgiven." 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Que8tU>n,  Who  said  that  t 

Answer.  That  was  the  language  of  the  community  generally  f 

Question.  It  seems  you  made  a  definite  proposition.  You  made  th^  to  somebody. 
Who  was  that,  and  who  replied  in  that  way  f 

Answer.  I  made  that  proposition,  in  the  fii-st  place,  to  Mr.  Hugh  W.  Watt,  of  Greens- 
horough.  He  accepted  the  proposition,  and  thought  it  would  be  made  at  first.  I  then 
made  the  proposition  to  Mr.  J.  T.  Walker,  an  attorney,  and  Mr,  Walker  replied  to  me, 
in  his  own  office,  that  he  thought  that  that  might  have  succeeded  at  one  time,  but  ho 
did  not  think  that,  under  any  circumstances,  this  would  be  successful  now ;  that  he  had 
had  great  reason  to  change  his  opinions  from  what  they  were  at  first,  when  he  said  to 
m©  that  ho  did  not  believe  I  was  in  as  much  danger  as  I  thought;  and  then  he  said,  "  I 
have  recently  had  good  reasons  to  change  my  opinions.  I  have  conversed  with  others, 
and  it  is  their  opinion."  There  were  one  or  two  other  gentlemen,  whose  names  I  can- 
not recollect  now,  that  made  these  statements.  And  that  '*  no  position  that  you  could 
take" — I  think  that  is  the  language  of  Mr.  Walker—that  "no  position  you  can  take 
would  release  you  from  the  stigma  of  the  connection  with  this  party." 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  instances  do  you  know  of  punishment  inflicted  for  deeds  committed 
by  bands  of  men  in  disguise,  where  the  victims  were  colored  men  or  white  republi- 
cans f 

Answrn*.  Not  a  single  instance  do  I  know  of  any  punishment  having  been  inflicted  on 
those  bands? 

Questioti.  You  have  expressed  opinions  on  the  sentiments  and  purposes  of  the  white 
people  of  that  portion  of  Alabama  with  which  you  are  acquainted.  Will  you  please 
state  to  the  committee  what  opportunities  you  have  enjoyed  of  informing  yourself 
upon  this  subject,  and  whether  your  knowledge  is  derived  from  prominent  men  of  the 
democratic  party  ? 

Answc)\  My  former  association  in  Gi'eensborou^h  was  as  good,  I  suppose,  as  any  man 
enjoyed  in  as  humble  a  sphere  as  I  moved  in  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  My  friends  and 
acquaintances  were  among  the  wealth  and  intelligence  of  Alabama.  My  professional 
intercourse  was  as  good  as  that  of  any  man  living  in  the  iutcrior  of  Alabama,  in  a 
place  th§  size  of  Greensborou^h.  That  association  wtis  difficult  to  break  up,  a^id  hence, 
since  I  have  become  a  republican,  I  have  had  frequent  and  free  intercourse  with  those 
men,  and  particularly  so  as  an  officer.  And  I  have  heard  their  expressions,  not  spoken 
iinkindly,  but  when  we  were  speaking  in  a  conversational  mood,  without  any  excite- 
ment or'discussiou,  I  have  heard  their  expressions  of  uukindness  and  animosity  to  the 
Government, 

Question.  Were  you  on  terms  of  personal  kindness  with  most  of  the  prominent  men 
of  the  democratic  party  in  Hale  County  I 

Answer.  I  was,  sir ;  for  the  last  two  years,  and  for  the  last  year,  on  pretty  good  terms 
with  all  the  prominent  men  of  my  town.  With  the  attorneys  I  was  on  very  good 
terras,  all  except  one,  and  with  the  citizens  of  the  place  I  was  always  cordial.  1  met 
them  cordially,  and  often  conversed  with  them  in  the  back  rooms  of  drug-stores — 
entered  into  their  conversation.  I  suppose  I  was  the  more  cordially  received  by  them 
thau  the  mass  of  republicans  in  the  State. 

Question.  You  have  substantially  answered  the  question  I  am  about  to  put  to  you 
now,  but  I  will  put  it  in  this  form :  Is  there  any  discrimination  made  on  account  of 
color  or  political  opinion  in  the  administration  of  justice! 

Answer.  There  is,  I  think,  a  very  decided  discrimination  on  the  part,  particularly,  of 
men  who  can  be  used  by  the  white  people,  or  who  will  submit  to  w'hat  they  call  "out- 
side pressure,"  For  instance,  I  will  illustrate  in  this  way  :  I  have  heard  men  say  that 
the  pressure  was  too  great  for  them  to  do  thus  and  so. 

Question.  Do  you  know,  or  have  you  heard,  of  any  attempts  of  employers  to  control 
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tbe  action  or  will  of  their  laborers  as  to  voting,  by  threats  of  discharge  or  other 
oppressive  means. 

Answer.  I  have  had,  I  suppose  I  can  safely  say,  not  less  than  five  hundrod  negroes  at 
various  times  come  and  i-eport  to  me  that  "  we  cannot  vote  or  go  to  the  election  ;  if  we 
do,  we  will  be  turned  out  of  house  and  home,  and  we  have  got  nothing  to  subsist  on 
except  what  we  have  cot  in  the  field."  Being  a  probate  judge,  and  tbe  constitntion  of 
the  State  of  Alabama  having  this  clause  in  it :  "  that  the  legislature  may  confer  npoa 
tbe  probate  judges  of  the  State  the  adjudication  of  contracts*' — I  think  that  is  the  lan- 
guage— the  legislature  may  confer  that ;  I  have  had  a  great  many  trials  before  me  of 
this  kind.  Then  there  was  a  labor  law  passed  in  pursuance  of  that.  Negroes  were 
discharged  from  labor  by  their  employers  for  apparently  ver>^  trivial  causes  ;  that  is, 
when  they  came  into  court  that  was  the  appearance ;  and  the  negroes  in  several  in- 
stances have  established,  beyond  question,  that  the  cause  of  their  removal,  and  thereby 
depriving  them  of  the  right  to  the  share  of  the  crop,  was  that  they  had  gone  lo  elec- 
tions, or  because  they  had  gone  to  political  meetings ;  and  that  men  had  jvbsolntely 
gone  on  different  plantations  and  told  them,  "  If  you  do  go  to  such  a  place  I  wiU  dis- 
charge you."  This  occurred,  too,  where  there  were  not  political  elections.  When  wo 
voted  for  the  sifbscription  to  our  railroad  there,  men  who  wore  inimical  to  the  railroad 
and  the  subscription  discharged  their  negroes  even  under  these  circumstances. 

Qxi^estion,  What  has  been  the  result  of  these  efforts  you  speak  of,  as  to  causing  the 
negroes  to  desist  from  voting,  and  controlling  their  will  and  their  action  T 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  result  of  it  has  been,  first,  to  make  the  negro  very  mnch  dis- 
satisfied with  what  he  terms  his  rights ;  in  the  next  place,  the  number  of  votes  in 
the  county  has  very  much  decreased,  and  in  some  instances,  when  they  got  to  the  poUs» 
they  have  been  so  intimidated  that  they  have  been  compelled  to  vote  for  men  that  th^ 
did  not  want  to  vote  for. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  they  have  been  Induced  to  stay  away  from  the  jwUs  in 
large  numbers  because  of  these  appliances  and  influences  of  their  employers  ? 

Answer.  1  think  so,  sir. 

Question.  Doctor,  you  digressed  from  your  personal  narative  at  tbe  point  where  yoa 
were  made  to  sell  out  your  real  estate  and  dispose  of  your  personal  property,  and  send 
your  fine  stock  to  Kentucky.  You  may  now  resume  your  narrative,  and  si^ate  whether 
you  left  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  where  you  went,  how  long  you  sojourned  there,  and 
when  you  returned. 

Answer.  I  left  here  about  the  15th  or  16th  of  March,  I  think;  and  I  went  from  here 
and  carried  my  stock  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  on  the  cars  from  Selma.  From  there  I 
got  on  one  of  the  horses,  riding  one,  and  my  boy  Booker,  a  colored  man,  who  was  with 
me,  on  another.  We  led  the  other,  tbe  colts  following,  and  went  to  Versailles,  Ken- 
tucky;  and  there  I  made  a  contract  with  Mr.  Joseph  C.  Bailey,  a  livery-st^vble  keeper, 
who  "has  a  brother-in-law  living  about  a  mile  from  there,  to  take  charge  of  my  stock 
by  the  year;  and  with  Mr.  Dunlap,  who  owns  a  horse  named  Richelieu,  to  breed  my 
mares  to  him.  I  remained  there  in  Versailles,  making  that  arrangement,  about  a  week. 
I  then  went  from  there,  as  soon  as  I  had  made  the  contract  with  him,  which  was  in 
writing,  to  Washington  City,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  acquainted  with  the  Congress- 
men and  Senators  of  different  States,  some  of  them,  so  that  when  I  was  able  to  get  my 
money  here,  the  price  of  my  property  here,  I  might  move  to  some  of  those  States,  not 
believing  it  worth  -v^hile  for  me  to  come  back  hero,  as  I  could  get  no  means  of  support. 

Question,  Had  you  resigned  your  office  before  you  left,  tbe  State  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  h^  resigned  my  office,  and  everything  was  sold,  except  my 
library,  surgical  instruments,  &c, ;  all  that  I  could  sell ;  that  is,  all  that  is  not  yet 
sold. 

Question.  And  your  resignation  had  been  accepted  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  Governor  Lindsay  had  appointed  your  successor  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  he  appoint  a  democrat  or  a  republican  t 

Ansicer.  He  appointed  a  democrat. 

Question.  Who  is  your  successor  t 

Answer.  Judge  James  J.  Hobson.  I  am  not  sure  about  his  middle  name ;  he  is  a  son- 
in-law  of  Judge  Pearson. 

Question,  Resume  what  you  were  saying. 

Answer.  After  being  there  a  day  or  two — I  was  with  Major  Hays — I  asked  Major 
Hays  if  he  thought  that  there  was  any  chance  for  me  to  get  some  appointment  from  tbe 
Government  by  which  I  could  support  myself  until  such  time  as  I  could  get  into  pos- 
session of  what  money  1  realized  from  the  notes  I  had  deposited  here  in  Selma,  from 
my  property. 

Question.  Was  Major  Hays  the  Representative  in  Congress  of  the  district  in  which 
Hale  County  is  situated  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  of  the  fourth  congressional  district,  and  Hale  County  is  one  of  tiie 
ounties  composing  it.    Mjyor  Hays  said  he  did  not  know  of  anything,  bat  would 
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see ;  and  the  next  day  I  went  and  spoke  to  Mr.  Buckley,  asking  him,  I  think,  about  the 
same  question — if  he  knew  of  anything  I  could  got.  Ho  told  me  he  did  not,  but  that 
he  would  be  very  glad  indeed  to  assist  m*e  in  any  manner  that  he  could.  I  then  men- 
tioned the  same  thmg  to  General  Warner  and  General  Spencer.  They  all  very  cordially 
said,  "  We  will  do  anything  for  you  we  can ;"  and  Major  Hafs  then  selected  a  clerk- 
ship in  a  Department,  at  a  salary,  I  think,  of  ten  or  twelve  hundred  dollars  a  year.  I 
told  him  at  tirst  I  would  take  that,  if  I  could  not  do  any  better ;  that  I  was  bound  to 
have  a  support.  In  a  few  days — I  do  not  remember  now  what  the  number  of  days 
was — I  learned  that  the  position  of  special  agent  of  the  Post-Office  Department  would 
be  vacant  about  the  Ist  of  May.  I  asked  Major  Hays  to  draw  up  a  petition  to  secure 
that  appointment,  and  to  assist  me  in  getting  it.  He  said  he  would  cheerfully  do  so, 
but  "  1  doubt  whether  you  can  get  it,  for  so  many  have  applied  for  it."  I  said,  "  I  will 
try."  He  drew  up  the  petition,  and  I  went  to  see  Mr.  Buckley,  and  I  asked  him  to 
sign  the  petition,  and  he  did  so.  After  a  day  or  two — there  was  some  little  matter  in 
the  way  just  at  the  time — I  then  went  to  General  Spencer.  He  signed  the  petition,  and 
the  whole  delegation  signed  the  petition  for  this  appointment ;  and  General  Warner 
went  to  see  the  Postmaster  General  for  me ;  so  did  General  Spencer ;  so  did  Mr.  Buck- 
ley ;  so  did  Major  Hays ;  all  went  to  the  Postmaster  General,  and  urged  this  appoint- 
ments I  got  the  appointment  about  the  1st  of  May ;  that  is,  my  commission  dated 
from  the  1st  of  May ;  I  got  it  the  Friday  or  Saturday  before. 

Question,  Have  you  been  filling  that  office,  performing  its  duties,  since  that  time  ? 

Arnncer,  I  have,  with  the  exception  of  about  four  or  five  weeks  during  the  summer. 
This  erysipelas  continued  on  from  that  time  until  it  became  so  bad  I  was  compelled  to 
desist  from  work,  i  then  asked  for  a  leave  of  absence  to  go  to  Pittsburgh  and  New 
York.  I  wanted  to  go  and  see  my  old  preceptor,  a  Dr.  John  Dickson,  of  Pittsburgh, 
with  whom  I  studied  medicine,  to  consult  him  about  it.  I  went  there  and  consulted 
him,  and  I  then  went  to  New  York.  I  improved,  however,  under  Doctor  Dickson's 
prescriptions  so  rapidly  that  I  did  not  consult  a  physician  in  New  York.  I  returned 
from  there,  I  thiuK,  on  the  6th  day  of  October,  and  since  that  time  I  have  been  per- 
forming the  duties  of  the  office  as  faithfully  as  I  can. 

Question,  Have  you  returned  to  Greonsboreugh,  and  made  that  your  place  of  residence 
since  your  appointment  f 

Answer.  I  have  gone  there  several  times  on  Saturday  night,  and  left  again  on  Monday 
morning  generally.  Twice  I  staid  over  Monday.  I  was  going  there  once,  and  my 
brother-in-law  wrote  me  there  was  a  good  deal  of  talk  about  my  going  there,  and  that 
it  was  better  for  me  not  to  go  home  then,  as  there  was  a  good  deal  of  political  excite- 
ment, and  while  he  said  he  did  not  know  that  I  would  be  injured,  yet,  at  the  same 
time,  it  might  bring  down  some  visitation  of  unkindness  on  the  famUy,  and  it  was  bet- 
ter for  me  not  to  go,  and  I  did  not. 

Question.  Have  you  had  occasion,  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  your  office,  to 
travel  pretty  extensively  over  the  State  of  Alabama  f 

Answer,  I  have,  sir;  travele<l  over  Tuscumbia  to  Florence,  and  the  northeastern 
part  of  Alabama,  through  nearly  the  whole  State.  I  have  been  4n  nearly  every  place 
in  the  State. 

Question.  The  committee  will  be  glad,  doctor,  if  you  will  state  the  particular  locali- 
ties in  the  Statje  which,  at  this  time,  are  in  a  disturbed  condition  ;  where  the  laws  are 
not  sufficieutlv  enforce<l,  and  where,  in  your  judgment,  life  and  property  are  not  secure. 

Ansvoer.  Well,  sir,  in  Dadesville,  Alabama. 

Question,  In  what  county  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  is  in  Coosa  County. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  In  Tallapoosa  ? 

Answer,  In  Tallapoosa  County.  There  had  been  a  complaint  made  to  me  that  the  mail 
had  been  robbed  there  by  the  postmaster  at  Loachapoka.  This  complaint  reached  me 
through  Mr.  Dimock,  the  postmaster  at  Montgomery.  In  a  few  days  Dr.  Legrand,  ot 
the  firm  of  Legrand  &.  Co.,  brought  around  a  letter  in  which  it  had  been  asserted  that 
a  hundred  dollars  had  been  put  m,  and  I  think  tbere  was  forty  of  it  left,  or  sixty  of  it 
left,  I  am  not  sure  which ;  but  one  portion  of  the  money  had  been  extracted.  I  asked 
him  who  sent  it ;  if  he  knew  the  man  was  reliable.  He  said  Mr.  James  Berry  had  in- 
closed the  money  in  the  letter.  I  said  that  it  would  be  better  to  see  Mr.  Berry.  I 
asked  him  if  he  believed  the  statement  he  made  was  correct ;  that  may  be  be  did  not 
inclose  the  money.  While  we  were  talking  about  it  Mr.  Berry  came  right  to  the  office, 
and  I  t-ook  him  aside  and  had  a  conversation  with  him.  He  told  me  he  had  certainly 
inclosed  the  money,  and  could  prove  it.  I  asked  him  who  he  suspected  thei*e.  He  said 
he  could  not  toll,  but  he  thought,  perhaps,  it  was  the  postmaster.  I  then  said  that  I 
would  be  up  there  next  Wednesday,  and  "  I  want  you  to  mail  two  or  three  decoy  let- 
ters for  me,  and  I  will  be  there  on  Wednesday  evening,  and  I  will  follow  those  letters 
on  down  to  Loachapoka."  I  went  there  Wednesday  evening ;  got  there  a  little  after 
night.    I  had  not  got  out  of  the  stage  and  straightened  up  hardly,  until  I  heard  a  re- 
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mark  on  the  street,  ^'  Ib  not  that  that  God-damned  Blackford ;  that  God-damned  radical 
son  of  a  bitch  f"  just  on  the  side  of  the  sidewalk.  He  said  it  low,  not  very  loud,  ba6 
loud  enough  for  me  to  hear  it.  In  a  little  while  I  heard  one  of  these  signal  whistles ; 
one  that  I  am  pretty  well  acquainted  with. 

Question.  One  of  the  Ku-Klux  whistles  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  then  sent  Mr.  Berry,  and  another  man,  an  intimate  friend  of  his, 
whom  he  introduced  to  me,  over  there  to  the  post-office  to  see  about  this  matter,  and 
stepped  over  to  his  friend's  store,  and  while  I  vfas  sitting  there  a  young  man  came  up, 
and  called  the  youns  man  that  was  sitting  on  the  piazza  with  me,  and  says,  "  Liook 
here,  do  you  know  that  fellow's  name  t "  "  Yes,"  he  says,  "  I  think  his  name  is  Black, 
or  something  like  that."  Says  he,  "  I  tell  you  that  is  that  damned  Blackford ;  we  will 
go  for  him  to-night."  As  soon  as  I  heard  that  I  took  my  pistol  in  my  hand,  and,  with- 
out saying  anything,  I  took  it  out,  thinking  if  they  made  an  assault  upon  me  I  would 
try  to  defend  myseu.  Berry  was  over  near  the  post-office,  hunting  his  friend.  I  said 
to  him,  "  Mr.  Berry,  I  cannot  stav  here  to-night ;  you  have  been  very  imprudent  in 
telling  the  people  I  was  coming ;  I  cannot  stay  here ;  I  propose  to  go  some  place  else." 
Said  he,  "  My  God !  they  all  know  me  here,  and  there  is  no  danger,  I  think."  He 
walked  around  a  little,  and  said,  "  You  stand  in  the  dark  here,  between  these  honses, 
until 'I  come  back,  and  I  will  be  damned  if  they  shall  hurt  you  whUe  you  are  here,  if 
I  can  help  it."  In  the  meantime  I  heard  various  whistles  around  one  place  and  an- 
other, and  heard  young  men  calling  Keuben  and  others,  "  Don^t  you  see*?  "  and  there 
were  four  or  five  or  six  passed  me,  and  they  said,  "  By  God,  he  is  at  the  hotel,  and  we 
will  get  him ;  never  do  you  mind,  we  will  catch  him  to-night."  They  went  on  over  to 
the  hotel,  which,  from  the  post-office,  is  a  hundred  yards  or  more.  The  night  was  pretty 
dark  and  cloudy,  and  Berry  came  back,  and  coughed.  When  he  came  near  where  he 
left  me  I  said,  "Is  that  you.  Berry?"  He  said,  '*  Yes."  I  said,  "I  want  to  get  away 
from  here ;  I  do  not  think  this  a  healthy  country,  for  me  particularly."  I  started.  He 
says,  "  Where  are  you  going?"  I  said,  "  I  am  goin^  to  the  woods;  any  place  is  better 
than  to  go  into  a  house  and  be  attacked  in  a  house."  He  says,  *'  I  will  take  you  to  my 
father-in-law,  away  down  here,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  he  will  protect  you ;  and  every 
one  of  these  fellows  knows  he  will  fight,  and  will  shoot " — or  something  like  that — 
"  and  he  will  protect  you."  After  some  consultation,  along  about  12  or  1  o'clock,  I  went 
down  to  his  father-in-law's,  and  staid  there.  I  did  not  sleep  any,  but  went  into  a  room, 
and  staid  there  until  daylight  next  morniug,  and  then  got  a  horse.  Berry  carried  out 
a  horse  and  buggy  a  little  distance  from  the  main  part  of  the  town,  and  I  got  into  it' 
and  rode  a  distance  of  twenty  miles  back  of  Loacbapoka,  returning  to  Montgomery, 
and  on  the  following  Monday,  determined  still  to  hunt  up  the  thief,  I  went  up  there 
and  put  in  some  decoy  letters  on  the  road,  and  captured  the  thief  within  a  few  hours. 
I  put  the  letters  in  on  Monday,  and  captured  the  thief  on  Tuesday  at  12  o'clock,  in  the 
presence  of  several  prominent  persons,  taking  the  money  oflf  of  his  person. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  learn  whether  efibrts  were  made  to  find  you  that  night  ? 

Answer.  Afterwards?  No,  sir;  I  never  learned  anything  more  that  was  rf3iablc.  I 
heard  some  things,  bpt  did  not  look  upon  them  as  reliable. 

Qtiestion,  Go  on,  and  answer  the  general  question  I  have  put  to  you. 

Answer.  So  far  as  that  is  concerned,  I  am  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  that  were  it  not 
for  the  simple  fact  that  I  hold  a  commission  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
I  could  not  travel  through  this  country  without  danger. 

Question.  I  aski?d  you  to  describe  the  localities,  the  counties  in  which  this  disturbance 
principally  existed  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  could  only  do  so  from  hearsay.  My  observation  is  simply  this: 
for  instance,  in  Decatur,  Alabama,  I  was  in  there  when  there  was  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
turbance, and  violence  was  seeing  on  in  consequence  of  trouble.  Then  I  assisted  Mr. 
South  worth  in  arresting  SneTling  in  Decatur,  and  several  efibrts  were  made  to  release 
him ;  the  citizens  swore  he  should  not  go — some  of  them.  I  talked  to  some  of  the 
better  class  of  citizens,  and  they  said  they  would  dissuade  them,  &c.  I  had  taken  the 
precaution  to  send  to  Huntsvilfe  and  have  the  United  States  marshal  come  down,  ao 
that  it  would  release  Mr.  Southworth  and  myself,  and  we  finally  had  to  take  the  war- 
rant from  the  United  States  marshal^nd  deputize  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  WeUa, 
with  whom  this  man  Snelling  said  ho  woulcl  go. 

Question.  What  was  Snelling  arrested  for  ? 

Answer.  Snelling  was  arrested  for  forging  the  name  of  a  widow  lady,  and  drawing 
her  warrant  from  the  Government  for  her  son,  serving  in  the  United  States  Ajmay. 

Question.  Who  were  these  persons  attempting  to  rescue  him  ? 

Answer.  They  were  the  citizens  there ;  they  did  not  seem  to  be  the  better  class  at  all; 
it  was  just  a  arunken  crowd  around  him.  The  better  class  of  citizens  witii  whom  I 
talked  were  all  very  quiet,  although  they  disliked  very  much  to  see  Snelling  arrested. 

^esthn.  1  refer  more  particularly  to  these  disturbances  accasioned  by  bands  of  dis- 

fuised  men.    I  wish  to  locate  these  disturbances,  to  ascertain  what  counties  in  tb& 
tate  were  most  subject  to  their  domination. 
Answer.  Well,  sir,  from  my  observation;  that  is,  since  I  have  been  a  mail-agent,  I 
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could  not  give  you  anytbing  more  than  from  hearsay ;  that  would  be  the  only  evidence 
I  could  give  you,  because  my  traveling  is  all  done  on  railroads,  and  hencethey  have 
not  come  under  my  own  observation. 

Question.  Of  course  the  committee  want  your  opinion,  formed  upon  such  informa- 
tion as  yon  deem  reliable  ;  they  do  not  want  any  other  opinion,  unless  you  deem  the 
sources  from  which  you  got  your  information  entirely  reliable. 

Answer.  Well,  sir;  now,  in  the  case  of  Coleman,  you  heard  him  state  what  was  up 
there  at  Calera.  He  reported  the  matter  to  me,  and  I  directed  him  to  go  on,  and  be. 
very  prudent  in  regard  to  his  duties  as  ronte-aeent  on  the  road.  In  the  case  of  the  out- 
rages on  this  Selma  and  Meridian  road,  as  wellas  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  road, 
on  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  road,  out  between  here  and  Eutaw,  1  can  state  the  Ku- 
Klux  have  run  off  several  of  the  route-agents,  at  least  one  or  two.  On  the  Selma  and  Meri- 
dian railroad  they  have  absolutely  gone  so  far  as  to  forbid  the  company  from  employing 
Degro  firemen  on  the  line  of  the  road  at  all ;  and  the  route-agents  here'have  had  to  leave 
here  and  go  to  other  roads ;  we  have  had  to  remove  them ;  to  change  them.  In  Talladega 
it  was  stated — this  information  I  received  from  Mr.  Bingham's  son ;  it  was  not  said  to 
me  privately  or  confidentially,  or  any  thing  of  the  kind — that  he  dare  not  express  him- 
self at  all,  and  that  he  had  had  a  difficulty  which  had  like  to  have  resulted  in  blood- 
Bhed  there  with  the  Ku-Klux,  and  in  a  few  weeks  after  that  his  property  was  burned 
up  there  in  Talladega.  This  was  done,  as  he  believed,  by  a  body  of  men  who  were  car- 
rying out  this  lawlessness. 

Question.  A*  band  of  men  in  disguise,  did  you  understand  f 

Answer.  Now,  I  have  heard  two  reports  about  that.     I  will  give  both  them  to  you.     I 

heard,  first,  that  there  was  a  body  of  disguised  men.     I  then  asked  Mi*.  Bingham,  the 

editor  of  the  State  Journal,  and  he  told  me  he  did  not  think  they  were  disguisetl ;  he 

did  not  want  to  talk  about  it ;  he  thought  it  was  from  some  ill-feeling  toward  him  or 

'  his  family. 

Question.  Was  his  son  a  mail-agent  or  route-agent  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  his  son  is  postmaster  of  Talladega.  This  was  all  I  recollect  of  now 
that  have  occurred  since  I  have  been  acting  in  this  capacity  in  this  State. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  disturbances  occasioned  by  bands  of  men  in  dis- 
guise in  the  counties  verging  on  the  Mississippi  line  f 

Anstcer.  1  did,  sir.  I  arrested  the  postmaster  in  Corinth  for  robbing  a  letter,  or  at 
least  I  traced  a  letter  to  his  post-office,  and  told  him  I  was  satisfied  that  letter  was 
robbed  in  his  office,  and  while  there  I  learned  of  a  large  number  of  Ku-Klux  having 
taken  out  some  negroes  and  beating  them  very  badly,  and  some  of  them  having  been 
arrested.  I  saw  a  number  of  soldiers — I  think  that  was  at  Oxford.  I  saw  a  number  of 
soldiers  going  down  there,  and  I  think  they  had  one  or  two  men  under  arrest  there. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  that  f 

Gnawer.  That  was  in  the  month  of  August.  Well,  then  I  heard  the  rumors  here  at 
Meridian  about  that,  but  I  did  not  see  anything.  I  know  nothing  about  that.  They 
said  these  were  all  Oxford  soldiers,  who  had  come  up  to  that  section  to  arrest  certain 
parties. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  of  any  troubles  in  Choctaw  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  forgotten  the  time.  While  I  was  there  investigating  a 
matter  that  occurred  at  New  Orleans,  or  at  least  I  went  to  New  Orleans,  and  when  I  re- 
turned I  met  Mr.  Luther  Smith  and  a  Judge  Stanwood  on  the  wharf,  a  revenue  agent. 
I  asked  Smith  where  he  was  going.  The  steamer  Cherokee  was  about  to  leave.  I 
asked  Judge  Luther  Smith  where  he  was  going.  He  told  me  he  was  going  to  Choctaw. 
I  said,  *•'  Do  you  not  feel  apprehensive  in  going  there  T''  He  said,  "  No  ;  they  have 
burned  my  property,  my  houses,  1  think,  &c.,  on  my  plantation,  and  I  cannot  sacrifice 
evei*y  thing.  I  may  as  well  lose  my  life  as  lose  everything,"  or  something  to  that  effect ; 
and  then  he  wt^nt  on  to  give  a  history  of  the  injuries  they  had  done  him  there.  It  was 
not  Judge  Stanwood,  but  Dr.  Foster :  I  am  mistaken.  Foster  was  formeriy  probate 
judge,  I  think,  and  a  member  of  the  State  senate  from  Choctaw  County.  Foster  told 
me  of  several  occurrences  there  of  beating  and  whipping  and  burning  out  in  Choctaw. 
1  tried  to  dissuade  Judge  Smith  from  going  up  there.  I  told  hiui  I  thought  it  was 
very  reckless  ;  that  his  life  was  much  better  to  him  than  his  property. 

Question.  Is  that  not  Jud^e  Smith's  circuit? 

Ansxecr.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  whether  it  is  or  not. 

Question.  Was  he  going  up  there  to  hold  court  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  was  goinc  up  there  because  he  has  a  farm  up  there. 

Questi4m.  Have  you  heard  of  disturbances  hymen  banded  together  in  disguise  in 
Sumter  County  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  a  number.  I  heard  of  an  instance  occurring  very 
recently  of  a  negro  having  been  taken  out  of  jail  in  Sumter  County  and  hung;  That 
is  the  only  positive  case. 

Qu€Sti(yn.  Have  you  heard  of  any  disturbances  in  Pickens  CQUuty,  north  of  Sumter  t 
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Anstver.  Nothing  positive,  sir ;  nothins  reliable. 

Question.  Apy  in  Fayette,  above  that  T 

Aiimc€i\  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  had  several  letters  from  a  gentleman  up  tbere,  a  rervenne 
officer,  in  regard  to  mail  matters,  and  in  those  letters  he  states  to  me  there  is  a  terrible 
state  of  terrorism  in  consequence  of  Ku-Klux  murdering  republicans.  He  did  not  con- 
fine it  to  any  specific  case. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  treaUes  in  Tosealooga  Couaty  ? 
•    An9wer.  Not  recently  ;  not  in  the  last  five  months. 

Qtieation.  Without  pursuing  this  question  any  further,  doctor,  I  wish  to  inqoire  of  yoa 
what  has  been  the  general  tone  of  tne  democratic  press  in  the  State  of  Alabama  in  re- 
lation to  these  outrages.  Has  the  press  denounced  them,  or  has  it  denied  their  exist- 
ence, or  has  it  justified  or  excused  them  f  I  wish  to  ascertain  the  general  tone  of  the 
democratic  press  in  this  State  in  relation  to  these  Ku-Klux  outrages. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  unless  the  fact  of  the  outrage  having  beeu  committed  has  been 
promulgated  by  the  republican  press  of  the  State,  or  by  some  individual  of  the  State, 
they  have  been  perfectly  quiet,  tor  they  never  publish  anything  of  the  kind.  Wherever 
it  has  been  published,  they  have  invariably  oflered  excuses  to  vindicate  the  parties 
who  had  perpetrated  it.  For  instance,  I  could  allude  to  the  letter  published  in  the 
Argus  on  myself,  and  the  justification  in  the  editorial.  There  is  one  paper,  however, 
that  I  will  say  is  an  exception  to  that  rule ;  that  is  the  Alabama  Beacon,  published  by 
Colonel  John  G.  Harvey.  Wherever  he  has  been  author i tat ivelv  notified,  or  any  in- 
stance has  come  under  his  supervision,  he  has  invariably  mentioned  it,  with  the  strictest 
condemnation. 

Question.  Is  it  the  fashion  of  the  democratic  papers  in  this  State,  so  far  as  you  are 
acquainted  with  them,  to  exhort  the  community  to  rise  in  their  might  and  put  down 
these  outrages  ? 

Answer.  I  never  read  a  paper,  and  never  heard  of  a  paper,  even  intimating  such  a 
course,  much  less  to  try  to  urge  upon  the  people  to  do  this. 

Question.  I  will  ask  you  if  you  'have  discovered  iu  the  editorials  of  the  democratic 
papers  anything  which  would  tend  to  excite  the  people  to  commit  outrages  against 
men  denominated  carpet-baggers  or  scalawags,  and  those  who  were  free  and  outspoken 
in  their  political  sentiments,  and  held  the  republican  faith. 

Answer.  The  universal  press  of  Alabama  is  severe  in  its  denunciation  of  carpet-bag- 
gers and  scalawags,  never  losing  any  opportunity  to  publish  any  and  everj'  descrip- 
tion of  slander  that  they  can  possibly  collect  or  get  hold  of.  There  are  two  or  three 
papers  in  the  Stat«  that  have  come  out  with  such  publications  as  this:  "  If  I  was  that 
community,  I  would  drive  such  and  such  parties  out  of  it ;  I  would  not  permit  them 
to  live  in  our  county.  They  could  not  live  in  our  county ;  they  could  not  live  here," 
And  to  seemingly  publish  notices  complimentary  to  disguised  parties  for  driving  cer- 
tain individuals  out  of  their  counties. 

Question.  You  think  the  efiect  of  these  teachings  is  to  incite  the  animosity  of  the 
people  against  the  republican  party  ? 

Answer.  Constantly,  sir.    They  arc  all  bending  their  eflbrts  in  that  way. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  much  of  the  lawlessness  which  prevails  in  the  State 
of  Alabama  is  due  to  the  influence  which  these  inflammatory  editorials  produce  ? 

Answer.  I  am  convinced  in  my  own  mind  that,  were  the  papers  in  Alabama  to  pursne 
a  difierent  course,  to  try  to  quiet  rather  than  incite,  the  influence  on  the  community 
would  be  a  benefit  in  the  way  of  entirely,  or  to  a  very  great  extent,  destroying  the 
present  state  of  feeling. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Judge,  did  you  ever  invite  an  investigation  into  your  official  conduct  while 
judge  of  probate  of  Hale  County  f 

Answer.  I  did,  sir,  and  the  investigation  was  had. 

Question.  By  whom  T 

Ansicer.  By  Mr.  James  E.  Webb,  Mr.  J.  J.  Garrett,  and,  I  think,  Mr.  Pitman;  and  I 
have  their  certificate  in  ray  trunk  at  home,  or  in  my  vaDse  at  Montgomery. 

Question.  Did  they  make  a  written  report? 

Answer.  They  did.    I  have  the  report. 

Question.  Who  were  those  men — were  they  democrats  or  republicans — who  made  the 
investigation  f 

Answer.  AH  of  them  were  democrats. 

Question.  Protaincnt  in  that  community  f 

Anstver.  All  of  them  were  prominent  lawyers. 

Question.  Was  their  report  complimentary? 

Answer.  Their  report  was  this:  "That,  after  examining  the  books  and  papers  of 
Judge  W.  T.  Blackford  carefully,  we  can  find  nothing  but  what  has  been  correct — w© 
can  find  nothing  in  his  office  but  what  has  been  correctly  kept,  and  that  he  has  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  the  office  faithfully."  ^ 
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Question,  Can  you  furnish  the  committee  with  a  copy  of  the  report  made  hy  these 
men? 

Ansicer,  I  can  furnish  the  committee  with  the  original  report. 

Mr.  Buckley.  The  committee  would  be  glad  to  have  it  to  go  with  your  testimony.    * 

The  Witness.  It  is  ae  follows : 

"  Grkensborough,  Alabama,  February  25, 1871. 
"  We,  A.  B.  Pitman  and  James  E.  Webb,  having  this  day  examined,  at  the  request 
of  Jadge  W.  T.  Blackford,  the  bond  of  administrators,  executors,  and  guardians  ap- 
proved by  him  as  judge  of  probate  for  Hale  County,  and  also  the  fees  and  other  moneys 
received  by  him  in  his  official  capacity,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  these 
books  and  papers,  as  carefully  as  our  time  would  permit,  and  that  we  can  find  nothing 
which  would  cast  any  liability  upon  his  sureties  to  his  official  bond  as  such  judge. 

"  A.  B.  PITMAN. 

"JAMES  E.  WEBB. 

"JAMES  J.  GARRETT." 

The  Witness.  I  will  also  state  that,  under  the  statute  of  Alabama,  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  grand  jury  to  have  the  books  and  papers  of  each  probate  judge  before  them  at 
each  session  of  the  grand  jury.  I  have  heard  some  little  assertions  or  slangs  outside  ; 
such,  for  instance,  as  this :  "  Well,  he  has  taken  too  much  fees,"  or,  "  Ho  has  done  some- 
thing in  violation  of  the  law."  I  do  not  remember  the  charges  now.  I  have  gone  in 
before  this  grand  jury,  which  wa«  composed  altogether,  I  believe,  of  democrats,  with 
the  oxception  of,  maybe,  one  or  two  ue^oes  on  the  grand  jury ;  and  I  have  gone  before 
them,  on  one  occasion  I  recollect  distinctly,  and  said,  "  Gentlemen,  I  challenge  au 
investigation  of  my  books" — I  carried  everything  in — "  and  dare  you  to  do  it.  I  speak 
in  this  way  so  as  to  h.ave  your  strictest  scrutiny  of  my  official  duties,  and  the  manner 
in  which  I  manage  this  office."  That  occurred  in  this  last  spring  term  of  the  court.  I 
do  not  suppose  a  body  of  more  prominent  citizens  could  be  assembled  in  Hale  County.  I 
selected  the  grand  jury  in  accordance  with  law  myself ;  at  least,  in  connection  with 
the  sheriff  and  circuit  clerk,  and  I  urged  upon  them  the  selection  of  those  men.  They 
there  had  several  attorneys  to  look  over  my  fees — the  fees  I  charged — and  the  attorneys 
assented  to  them,  so  they  have  told  me  repeatedly  since — that  the  only  thing  I  could  be 
complained  of  was  that  I  had  not  charged  the  fuU  fee  1  was  entitled  to'by  law ;  and  there 
has  never  a  grand  jury  made  anything  else  than  a  complimentary  report  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  my  olfice  was  conducted. 

Question.  I  wish  to  refer  to  page  176  of  the  testimony  given  by  Governor  Lindsay, 
and  ask  a  few  questions  upon  it.  Ho  testifies  that  "  Mr.  Blackford  came  to  me  at  Mont- 
gomery, and,  in  conversation,  said  that  he  felt  that  his  personal  safety  required  he 
should  resign."    Is  that  the  conversation  to  which  you  have  made  reference  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  "  I  replied  to  him  that  I  would  not  accept  his  resignation  for  that  reason ; 

that  I  did  not  think  he  was  in  danger ;  and  that  I  would  not  be  a  party  to  encourage 

the  resignation  of  any  officer  on  account  of  such  apprehensions,  or  on  account  of 

'  threats.'"  I  desire  to  ask  if  you  have  heard  of  any  other  republican  officers  being 

threatened  or  having  Ku-Klux  letters  sent  to  them  in  this  part  of  the  State  f 

Ansicer,  Mr.  George  M.  Duskin,  then  county  solicitor,  has  received  such  letters. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  The  county  solicitor  of  what  county? 

Answer.  Of  Hale  County.  He  has  received  these  letters,  one  or  two  of  them.  C.  W. 
Hatch,  the  postmaster  there,  has  also  received  them. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  Arthur  A.  Smith,  the  circuit  clerk  of  Greene,  re- 
ceived such  letters  I 

AiUfwer.  He  showed  me  two  letters  he  received. 

Question.  Did  he  aiterwards  resign  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

^ii€«(ion.  Ku-Klux  letters? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

(Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  Judge  Luther  R.  Smith  received  such  letters,  and 
was  called  upon  to  resign  f 

Ansicer,  I  saw  in  a  newspaper  publication  that  the  citizens  of  Livingston — I  think 
it  was  Livingston — had  met  and  passed  a  set  of  resolutions  asking  him  to  resign,  stat- 
ing that  he  should  not  hold  court  there. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  hear  that  the  citizens  of  Choctaw  had  held  a  meeting  and 
passed  similar  resolutions  f 

Answer,  I  have  heard  that  spoken  of.  I  heard  that  spoken  of  in  Montgomery.  I 
was  in  Montgomery.    I  never  heard  anything  except  the  conversation. 
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Qucstio7i.  Did  yoa  ever  hear  whether  the  county  officers — whether  the  probate  judge 
and  sheriff  of  Choctaw  County  had  received  threatening  letters,  and  afterward  had 
resigned,  from  fear  of  their  personal  safety  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  that  the  probate  judge  of  Choctaw  County  was  compelled 
to  resign  in  consequence  of  the  danger  that  surrounded  him. 

Qiteation.  Have  you  ever  heard  that  the  officers  of  Perry  County  had  received  similar 
letters  and  threats  ? 

Anstoer,  I  had ;  and  was  told  by  Judge  Williams  that  it  was  simply  out  of  the  ques- 
tion for  him  to  stay  there  with  any  hope  of  safety.  I  think  that  was  his  language. 
There  is  another  Ku-Kiux  letter,  I  will  state,  since  you  mention  that.  While  Mr.  J.  Q. 
Smith  was  holding  circuit  court,  in  the  fall  of  1870  I  think  it  was,  he  received  a  letter — 
I  forget  precisely  the  purport  of  it,  but  at  all  events  he  was  very  much  alarmed  about 
it,  and  sent  for  Mr.  Duskin,  the  solicitor,  and  myself,  and  consulted  us  as  to  what  he 
had  better  do,  and,  finally,  said  he  would  a^ourn  the  court.  We  told  him  not  to  do  so. 
I  said  I  did  not  think  they  certainly  were  so  violent  as  that.  Mr.  Duskin  went  out  and 
told  some  prominent  attorneys  there  that  he  was  apprehensive  that  Jud^e  Smith  would 
aiiyoum  the  court,  and  they  at  once  protested  against  anything  of  the  kind ;  and  Judge 
Smith  in  the  morning  read  the  Ku-Klux  notice  to  the  bar  of  Greensborough,  in  Hale 
County,  and  told  them  that  if  that  was  the  feeling — I  think  that  was  what  he  said — if 
that  waa  the  feeling,  he  would  a^ourn  the  court  instanter,  or  something  like  that. 
The  bar  protested  against  it,  and  said  they  would  certainly  give  him  any  protection 
he  wished;  and  there  were  a  great  number  of  speeches  made  oy  the  gentlemen  of  the 
bar. 

Question,  I  invite  your  attention  to  another  portton  of  this  testimony.  Governor 
Lindsay  says :  "  I  accepted  his  resignation  with  the  belief  that  he  had  entered  into  au 
agreement  with  his  successor,  a  man  of  very  good  standing,  a  democrat,  but  of  moderar^^ 
views.  About  the  time  I  accepted  his  resignation,  another  party  came  up  and  pressed 
upon  me  to  give  the  appointment  to  him."  Had  you  any  agreement  or  understanding, 
except  the  understanding  and  agreement  to  which  you  have  referrod  already,  in  regard 
to  the  sale  of  your  real  estate  t 

Answer,  None  in  the  world ;  and  so  far  from  it,  there  were  some  of  the  citizens  (the 
negroes)  of  the  county  became  very  much  interested  in  this  matter,  and  told  the  people 
that  they  would  follow  nie,  or  something  of  the  kind,  no  matter  where  I  went — that 
their  only  hope  of  protection  was  gone  when  I  left  the  office;  and  the  citizens,  to  make 
the  impression  up9n  them  that  this  was  a  voluntary  act  of  mine,  appoint-ed  a  commit- 
tee, and  a  meeting  was  api>ointed,  of  white  gentlemen  and  colored  people,  to  meet  at 
Colonel  Harvey's  office.  I  met  them  there,  and  told  the  citizens  that  1  did  not  want 
to  resign,  that  I  did  not  want  to  leave  the  country,  and  that  this  matter— the  matter  of 
my  leaving — was  compulsory  entirely. 

QaeMion,  Doctor,  in  the  testimony  you  have  given  the  committee,  you  have  spoken 
of  the  people  of  Hale  County  with  considerable  freedom.  I  desire  to  ask  if  you  have 
any  feelings  of  animosity  toward  the  citizens  of  that  county  ;  if  you  complain  only  of 
their  treatment  to  you  as  a  republican,  or  if  you  have  any  personal  grievances  to  com- 
plain of? 

Answer,  I  can  assure  you,  sir,  that  if  peace  could  be  restored  to  Hale  County,  if  I 
could  feel  that  my  life  was  safe  there,  I  would  not  think  of  ever  leaving  it.  To  the 
people  there  I  have  the  fondest  attachment,  and  nothing  but  a  st-em  sense  of  duty, 
with  the  hope  that  what  1  have  stated  here  may  be  the  means  of  bringing  about  peace, 
would  ever  have  induced  me  to  make  the  statement.  I  have  not  an  unkind  feeling  to 
a  man,  woman,  or  child  in  Hale  County. 

Question.  Your  differences,  then,  are  political  f 

Anstcer.  Altogether,  altogether. 

Question.  And  in  taking  the  course  you  have,  you  have  followed  your  honest  convic- 
tions in  forming  your  party  affiliations? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  originally  I  obeyed  the  request  of  the  citizens.  In  1867,  before  there 
w^as  a  republican  party  organized  in  the  South,  I  was  asked  by  the  best  citizens  there 
to  preside  over  a  meeting,  that  they  would  propose  to  co-operate  with  it;  they  thought 
they  had  better,  and  it  was  my  opinion,  after  wo  conversed  about  the  recoust motion 
acts,  &c.,  that  it  was  better  that  tlio  people  of  the  South  should  take  these  offices,  t«ke 
charge  of  the  politics  of  the  country,  and  that  we  will  all  fall  in  and  support  the  rocon- 
struction  measures  of  Congress.  That  meeting  was  called,  and,  according  to  their 
request,  I  presided.  Mr.  Jeffries  and  B.  L.  Whelan  acted  as  secret^iries.  Squire  Wright 
came  upon  the  stand,  where  I  was  sitting.  Mr.  Boardman,  who  had  manifested  a  good 
deal  of  interest  in  the  acceptance  of  these  measures,  stated  to  Mr.  Jeffries  and  Mr. 
Whelan,  here  is  the  place  to  make  connection.  During  that  meeting  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Ramsey  made  some  remarks  that  were  very  severe  in  regard  to  the  reconstruction 
measures,  and  the  white  people  became  a  little  alarmed  about  the  acceptance  of  the 
reconstruction  measures,  right  on  the  ground.  There  was  going  to  be  a  State  convea- 
tion,  a  political  convention.  The  negroes  then  selected  several  parties  to  represent 
"hem  in  that  at  Montgomery,  and  when  they  went  on  tke  ground  proposed  to  select 
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a  white  man ;  bnt  these  parties  declined.  Mr.  Jeffries  and  Mr.  Whelan  all  declined, 
but  myself.  I  felt  a  little  provoked  at  their  coarse  toward  me,  and  I  got  np,  and  made 
a  few  remarks  to  the  meeting.  Subsequently,  however,  the  matter  was  all  reconciled, 
and  in  July — if  you  will  take  the  Alabama  Beacon  of  July,  you  will  find  these  very 
men  reassuming  their  former  position,  and  passing  a  set  of  resolutions,  one  of  which  was, 
"We  hereby  accept  the  reconstruction  measures  of  Congress,"  and  in  that  wo  were  all 
in  harmony,  as  I  supposed,  and  we  went  on  cordially  until  after  the  convention  at 
Montgomery,  w^cn  they  concluded  that  this  was  a  white  man's  party,  and  a  white 
man's  Government,  and  then  they  all  split  off,  and  from  that  day  to  this  I  have  l)een 
the  subject  of  all  the  anathemas  and  maledictions  that  ever,  I  reckon,  wore  heaped  on 
the  shoulders  of  any  poor  devil. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Mr.  Blackford,  you  have  stated  in  your  testimony  that  the  people  of  the 
South  show  a  disposition  to  concMiate  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  IJnited  States 
when  they  make  their  appearance  in  any  oomnmnity,  but  you  have  assignetl  to  them 
a  motive  very  derogatory  to  them.  I  wish  to  ask  you  whether  the  action  of  the 
people  of  Alabama  in  that  respect  is  not  open  to  another  construction  than  the  one 
which  you  have  given  t 

Answer,  None  that  I  know  of,  sir, 

Question.  Is  it  not  possible  that  they  recognize  the  Army  officers  as  gentlemen,  and 
treat  them  as  such  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  they  do. 

QttesHoti.  Is  it  not  fairly  x)ossible  that  they  accept  them  as  brave  antagonists,  who 
have  in  the  late  war  shown  courage  and  gallantrjr,  and  as  such  are  entitled  to  the 
good  feeling  and  admiration  of  their  opponents? 

Answer.  That  is  the  case  where  those  officers  are  democrats,  and  express  an  equal 
amount  of  hatred  to  the  party  now  in  power,  or  to  the  republican  party.  Wherever 
those  officers  express  that,  I  think  Ifheir  cordiality  is  then  sincere. 

Qttestion.  You  believe  that  they  are  capable  of  any  amount  of  deception  in  this 
matter  ?  ' 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  to  accomplish  their  own  ends,  I  do. 

Question.  You  fail  to  see  any  motive  of  magnanimity,  or  a  just  conception  of  their 
condition,  in  their  treatment  of  the  soldiers  of  the  North  T 

Answer.  Repeat  that. 

Question,  Yon  fail  to  see  any  just  appreciation  of  the  position  of  the  soldiers  of  the 
North  toward  them,  in  the  people  of  the  South  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  do  not  think  they  do  appreciate  them  at  all. 

Question,  In  the  attack  which  was  made  upon  you  in  the  county-seat  of  Hale 
County,  the  town  of  Greensborough,  was  there  no  other  motive,  within  your  knowledge, 
except  their  political  hostOity  to  you  ?  ^ 

Answer.  None  that  I  know  of.  I  heard  it  afterward  asserted,  but  I  never  credited 
it  for  a  moment,  that  there  was  a  party,  who  had  held  the  office  before  I  did,  claimed 
that  it  was  his  by  matter  of  right,  and  some  parties,  in  order  to  offer  an  excuse  for  the 
matter,  stated  that  it  was  his  act,  and  not  the  act  of  the  community.  That  is,  if  I  have 
comprehended  your  question  properly.  I  allude  to  the  late  Judge  Hutchinson,  now 
dead.    I  have  heard  of  that  as  an  excuse. 

Question.  You  have  heard  it  attributed  to  him  f 

Answer,  I  have  heard  that  it  was  him  that  brought  about  and  instigated  this. 

Question.  Havb  you  ever  heard  that  it  was  because  you  had  a  negro  woman  in  bed 
with  you  t 

Anstoer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  any  such  thing. 

Question,  Was  not  that  a  fact  f 

Ansiter.  Sir ! 

Question,  Was  not  that  a  fact? 

Answer.  Which? 

Question,  That  you  were  in  bed  with  a  negro  woman  on  the  night  when  these  people 
yiaited  you  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  was  not. 

Question,  And  you  did  not  leave  her  in  the  bed  when  you  absconded  from  that  bed  ? 

Answer.  1  did  not  leave  her  in  the  bed  when  I  absconded ;  there  was  no  negro 
woman  there  in  bed  with  me.  There  were,  in  the  alarm,  negro  women  on  the  lot,  and 
when  I  ran  ont  these  negro  women  became  alarmed;  one  of  them  ran  into  the  room 
attempting  to  hide  herself  at  the  time  the  Ku-Klux  were  surrounding  the  house. 
They  thought— the  negro  women  and  men,  and  everybody — that  I  was  still  in  the 
room,  and  ran  in  there  to  try  to  get  me,  and  they  closed  up  around  the  house,  and 
caught  her  there,  and  she  doubled  up  in  the  bedclothes  to  prevent  being  seen.  This  is 
what  I  learned  from  the  negroes  on  the  lot  afterward. 

Question,  Did  you  not  hear  it  alleged  that  it  was  because  you  were  openly  cohabiting 
with  a  negro  woman,  that  this  attack  was  made  upon  you  ? 

82  A 
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Answer,  No,  sir,  I  never  did,  nor  no  other  person  in  that  commnnity ;  and  there  is 
not  a  white  man,  who  is  a  gentleman,  in  that  community,  who  will  ventnre  thai 
assertion. 

Qucsiion.  It  has  been  asserted  to  me  and  I  shall  have  the  evidence  of  it. 

Ansufer.  Well,  sir. 

Question.  Now,  sir,  was  it  not  af^serted  openly,  and  was  it  not  a  fact,  that  in  the  sale 
of  your  property  there  you  also  sold  that  office  f 

Answer.  If  so,  it  was  falsely  asserted,  and  as  a  reference  to  that  falsehood  I  refer  you 
to  Mr.  William  D.  Lee,  Mr.  Madison  Jones,  and,  I  think,  John  Henry  Webb— three 
gentlemen  who  came  to  my  office  and  asked  me  this  question :  "  Do  yon  consider  that 
you  have  sold  your  office  ;  do  you  leave  hero  voluntarily  now,  or,  if  not,  we  are  parties 
now  to  the  subscription  for  the  purchase  of  your  property  ;  and  if  you  do  not  say  tons'* 
— they  tried  to  extort  the  assertion  from  me — '•  if  you  do  not  say  this  is  voluntarily  done 
we  will  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  it.  We  do  not  propose  to  lend  ourselves  to  any 
such  a  thing."  I  replied,  "  Gentlemen,  I  would  not  leave  this  place  for  any  considera- 
tion, if  you  will  promise  me  protection."  The  office  or  the  property  solely,  any  gen- 
tleman there  will  tell  you,  was  worth  far  more  than  what  I  got  for  it.  There  it  stands 
as  a  matter  of  observation.  It  is  the  square  in  front  of  the  court-honse.  The  rent  of 
the  property  was  bringing  me  in,  as  you  will  see  by  that  sale,  somewhere  between 
seven  and  eight  huudred  dollars  a  year.  And  another  valuable  lot  with  stabling  and 
everything  of  the  kind  on  it  was  all  included  for  $5,5()0.  That  certainly  could  not  be 
included  in  a  sale  of— in  fact  there  never  was  an  intimation  to  me — but  about  four  or 
five  mouths  previous  to  that,  immediately  after  the  election  of  Lindsay  that  I  alluded 
to  in  my  testimony — to  purchase  my  office.  I  had  too  much  interest  there.  I  owned, 
I  think,  six  fine  horses  there ;  one  of  the  horses  I  was  compelled  to  sacrilice  at  $300, 
that  I  wa.s  offered  $550,  in  Montgomery,  for  a  half  interest  in,  but  I  sold  that  horse  for 
about  $*200  to  William  Tinker ;  I  called  him  Brick  Pomeroy.  I  would  not  have  touched 
$1,000  for  him.  Put  me  right  back,  and  put  that  h^o  in  my  possession  now,  as  good 
as  ho  was,  and  now,  with  my  facilities  for  carrying  nim  off,  I  would  not  take  $1,000  for 
him.  A  black  mare,  also,  a  thorough- bred  mare,  I  would  not  have  t^ken  $500  for  her ; 
and  I  sacrificed  her  for  little  or  nothing.  I  hiwl  built  a  ract^track  there  at  an  expense 
—a  mile  track — at  an  expense  of  about  $2,700  in  money—: — 

Question.  That  is  not  responsive  to  my  question. 

Answtr.  I  am  just  stating  why  I  would  not  have  sacrificed  these  things. 

Qtiestion,  My  question  was  as  to  the  sale  of  the  office. 

Anstver.  There  never  was  such  a  thing  intimated,  and  upon  your  further  investiga- 
tion from  citizens  there  you  will  find  that  to  be  the  case. 

Question.  The  governor  evidently  understood  the  transaction  in  that  light? 

AnsuHT.  I  do  not  think  the  governor  did. 

Question.  I  expect  the  governor  undcratood  what  he  thought  better  than  you  do.  He 
9ays  so  i»his  evidence. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question.  The  governor,  it  seems,  did  not  appoiut  the  man  who  was  recommended, 
did  he  f 
Answer.  No,  sir,  he  did  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  I  will  read,  in  this  connection,  page  176,  and  aek  you  that  queetion : 
"  By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

^'  Question.  The  same  man  he  had  recommended? 

"  Answer.  No,  sir ;  his  own  appointment,  recommended  by  the  leading  citizens  of 
Hale  County,  of  both  parties.  Upon  inquiry  I  discovered  that  the  appointment  of 
either  of  them  would^not  restore  harmony  to  the  people,  and  I  therefore  refused  to 
appoint  either  of  them,  and  selected  and  appointed  another  man.  I  tendered  the  ofiftce 
to  him :  he  did  hot  know  I  was  going  to  appoint  him." 

The  Witness.  The  circumstances  of  that  were  these :  when  some  citizen,  I  think  it 
was  J.  T.  Walker,  esq.,  asked  me  if  I  ha<l  any  choice  about  who  should  succeeil  me,  I 
told  him,  " Not  a  particle."  "  Well,''  said  he,  '-would  not  you  as  soon  Mr.  D.  D.  Gar- 
rett, esq.  had  it  as  anybody  else  T"  I  said,  "  Certainly,  but  it  is  immaterial  to  me,  Mr. 
Walker,  who  gets  this  office,  perfectly  so."  Said  ho,  •'*  The  citizens  do  not  want  Hutch- 
ison ;  he  is  too  violent  entirely,"  and  went  on  and  said  something  else  about  Mr. 
Hutchison,,  and  that  the  people  were  very  much  opposed  to  him,  and  that  he  thought 
Garrett  would  make  a  good  officer,  &c.  I  told  him  I  had  no  objections  to  Mr.  Garrett, 
or  Mr.  anybody.  Mr.  Garrett  sent  forward  his  petition,  and  Mr.  Walker  went  to  Mont- 
gomery and  represented  him.  In  a  few  days  afterward  Judge  A.  A.  Coleman  went 
there  to  represent  the  interest  of  Judge  Hutchison,  the  gentleman  I  succeeded.  A  dis- 
cuasion.arose  there,  of  the  particulars  of  which  I  do  not  know  a  thing,  except  as  I  woald 
hear  it  from  Mr.  Walker's  letters  back  to  some  citizens  there.  AndMr.  Duskin,  the  re- 
Mubbcan  representative  in  the  legislature,  urged  upou  the  governor  the  api>ointiiKmt 
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of  Mr.  Briggs,  the  then  deputy  sheriff.  There  was  some  feeling  in  opposition  to  him — 
8o  mach  so  that  Mr.  Daskm  in  a  day  or  two  abandoned  Mr.  Brig^,  and  then  stated  to 
Mr.  Walker,  "  Suppose  yon  put  my  friend  Hobson  in  and  take  him  as  a  compromise." 
Mr.  Walker  remarked,  "  If  I  mil  with  Garrett,  I  believe  that  is  the  best  policy."  This 
discussion  went  on  before  the  governor  there,  for,  I  reckon,  two  weeks,  may  be  more, 
may  be  a  little  less,  but  I  think  it  was  fully  that  time.  I  think  it  was  more.  It  be- 
came very  bitter,  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  excitement  about  it  in-Oreensborough,  and 
then  Mr.  Hobson  finally  was  appointed.  The  governor  accepted  the  compromise  man 
Dnskin  remarked  when  he  came  home,  '*  That  is  all  I  could  do ;  of  course  he  was  not 
going  to  appoint  any  of  our  friends,  aud  Hobson  being  from  North  Carolina,  and  I  like 
him,  and  I  j  nst  thought  to  make  the  best  out  of  a  bad  bargain ;"  or  to  something  like' that. 
I  think  that  was  his  reply  to  me ;  that  was  all  I  had  to  do  with  Mr.  Hobson's  appoint- 
ment. I  never  said  a  word  about  it  to  any  peVson  at  all.  I  say  here  now,  while  Mr. 
Hobson  is  a  warm,  strong,  devoted  democrat,  yet  he  is  a  gentleman,  I  think,  and  a 
very  good  man,  and  I  heartily  agreed  with  Mr.  Duskin  when  he  stated  that  bethought 
that  was  better  than  either  of  the  others  mentioned. 

Question.  The  governor  says,  "  I  heard  no  more  of  him" — speaking  of  you — "  for  two 
or  three  weeks,  when  he  came  to  Montgomery  in  company  with  a  gentleman  from  that 
county,  tendered  his  resignation,  and  at  the  same  time  presented  a  letter  recommending 
a  party  to  succeed  him." 

Aumcer.  That  is  a  mistake. 

QuesHon,  Did  you  present  the  letter  T 

Answer.  No,  sir.  That  is  a  mistake.  I  did  not  present  the  letter,  and  no  gentleman 
went  with  me  to  Montgomery. 

Qntestion.  **  I  accepted  his  resignation  with  the  belief  that  he  had  Altered  into  an 
a^pceement  with  his  successor,  a  man  of  very  good  standing,  a  democrat,  but  of  moderate 
views."  This  after  refusing  to  accept  your  resignation  when  you  placed  it  on  the 
ground  that  you  were  not  safe  in  t^  couiity  ? 

Anstcer.  Well,  the  former  part  of  that  statement,  as  you  have  it  in  my  testimony. 
He  did  say  he  could  not  encourage  such  a  thing,  and  could  not  accept  my  resignation. 
I  then  said  to  him,  "  What  security  do  you  propose  now  that  I  shall  receive ;  what 

Erotection  or  security  is  there  forme ;  how  do  you  propose  to  give  me  protection  f  And 
e  went  on  to  state  to  me  just  what  I  stated  in  my  testimony,  which  was  about  this, 
that  i  had  alluded  to  the  press,  the  Selma  Times,  what  it  had  stated  about  this  out- 
rage, also  that  he  had  written  to  the  people  there  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  that 
these  things  must  be  stopped,  &c.  That  is  Just  what  I  stated,  and  that  is  what  he 
st-ated  to  me. 

Ansicer.  And  that  he  enconrs^ed  the  organization  of  volunteer  companies  of  militia 
to  give  you  protection  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  says  he  heard  no  more  of  you — after  the  sentence  that  he  refused  to 
accept  yonr  resignation  on  account  of  any  such  apprehension — he  heard  no  more  of 
you  for  two  or  three  weeks,  when  you  came  to  Montgomery  in  company  with  a  gentle- 
man from  that  county,  tendered  your  resignation,  and  at  the  same  time  presented  a 
letter  recommending  a  party  to  succeed  you  f 

Answer.  I  never  presented  to  him  a  letter  of  my  own.  I  carried  a  letter  there  of  Mr. 
J.  T.  Walker,  who  requested  the  appointment  of  a  gentleman  to  succeed  me,  but  there 
was  never  a  gentleman  accompanied  me  to  Montgomery. 

Question.  All  that  I  want  is  a  distinct  yes  or  no  to  the  question.  I  have  asked  you 
whether  you  had  any  understanding  with  anybody  to  receive  money  for  resigning  that 
office,  in  case  he  got  the  appointment  in  your  place  f 

Ansiver.  Never:  emphatically,  no. 

Question,  1  will  ask  you  another  question.  Is  it  not  a  very  common  practice  among 
the  men  in  Alabama,  who  obtain  office  under  similar  circumstances  with  yourself,  to 
sell  those  offices  f 

Answer.  I  could  not  answer  that  question  in  a  monosyllable. 

Question.  Answer  it  any  way  you  please. 

Answer.  Very  well.  I  have  heard  of  two  such  instances.  Others  who  have  resigned 
have  assured  me  positively  that  the  only  condition  in  their  resignation — I  allude  now 
particularly  to  Judge  Williams— that  the  only  condition  in  their  resignation  was  that 
they  would  simply  take  their  property  that  they  owned  oS  of  their  lands  at  a  reason- 
able price.  ' 
1     Question.  What  are  the  two  instances  in  which  yon  heard  of  a  party  selling  office  t 

Ansicer.  Mr.  John  S.  Kefier,  of  Jlontgomery,  I  heard  he  sold  his  office  outright ;  and 
that  Mr.  Barber,  sheriff  of  Montgomery,  sold  his  office  outright. 

Question.  Were  they  carpet-baggers  T 

Answer.  They  were  nortnern  men.    Those  were  the  two  instances. 

Question,  Benjamin  H.  Williams,  carpet-bagger,  sold  the  probate  judge^ip  of  Perry 
County  to  Aucustus  Y.  Hughes  for  $5,0001 

Anstcer,  WeU,  sir,  he  sold  him  a  house  and  lot  for  $5,000  in  the  town  of  Mari^xi.    I 
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Iiave  been  in  the  bonse,  and  I  tbiuk  all  tbat  is  necessary  wonld  be  merely  to  go  and 
»ee  it,  and  inquire  the  price  of  property  there,  and  see  if  that  is  all  ho  got  for  it ;  all 
tbat  id  necessary  is  to  see  that  to  convince  any  one  that  that  is  a  mistake. 

Question.  Did'Daniel  H.  Slawson,  circuit  clerk  of  the  same  county,  sell  bis  commis- 
Bion  to  Sea  well  Jones  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  any  such  transaction. 

Question.  Did  the  sheriff  of  the  same  county,  also  a  State  senator,  Wyman  by  name, 
sell  out  to  H.  H.  Mosely  for  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  dollars  t 

Answer.  1  heard  thai  asserted,  but  never  knew  whether  be  did  or  not.  I  heard  it 
asserted  in  conversation,  but  never  spoke  to  Mr.  Wyman  or  saw  him  during  the  time 
be  was  sheriff  but  once,  and  that  was'  before  be  resigned,  or  just  about  the  time  he 

fot  the  appointment,  in  fact.  At  the  time  of  bis  resignation  and  leaving  Perry  County 
did  not  see  bim.  I  never  beard,  except  in  a  conversation  that  occurred,  I  think,  in 
Montgomery,  that  he  had  done  so ;  but  I  know  nothing  of  the  facts  connected  with 
that.  Of  Mr.  Williams  I  did,  for  I  conversed  with  him  freely  on  that  matter,  and  told 
him  bow  wrong  I  thought  it  was  for  any  person  to  make  capital  of  the  rights  pr  tbe 
suffrages  of  the  people.  The  process  by  which  these  offices  were  sohl  was  simply  to 
send  in  their  resignations  after  recommendations  were  prepared  for  their  successors. 

Question.  Is  that  the  process  f 

Answer.  I  understood,  or  I  beard,  that  the  gentleman  who  purchased  Mr.  Keffer*s 
office  had  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Keffer  in  his  pocket  when  he  went  to  the  governor  to 
get  the  appointment  of  that  place ;  and  that  if  the  governor  gave  him  the  appoint- 
ment, that  then  he  was  to  receive  so  much  money — the  amount  I  never  heanl  until 
lately.  I  heard  it  asserted  since  the  present  canvass  commenced  there,  by  some  oppo- 
nents of  his — tbere  is  a  split  or  bolt  in  the  party— that  he  got  a  thousand  dollars  for  it. 
I  heard  that  asserted,  and  that  that  was  the  way  that  that  was  managed. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Did  you  hear  that  the  purchasers  of  these  offices  were  democrats  wherever 
they  were  reputed  to  be  purchased  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  altogether  democrats. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  served  in  tbe  confederate  army  f 

Anncer.  Y^  sir. 

Question.  Have  your  disabilities  ever  been  removed  f 

Answer.  I  never  had  any  disabilities  to  remove.  I  never  took  an  oath  of  office  in 
tbe  confederate  army  at  alL  1  assure  you  I  never  did  anything  voluntarily.  What  I 
mean  by  that  is — I  wish  to  be  undei-stood  thoroughly — that  my  sympathy  for  tbe  sick 
and  wounded  of  the  confederate  army,  or  for  any  person  suffering,  always  prompted 
every  act  of  kindness  to  the  soldiers.  I  gave  the  confederates  myself,  my  whole  office, 
and  everything  of  the  kind,  when  they  would  come  along  there  wounded,  and  when- 
ever they  were  not  taken  into  the  house  even  by  other  paities. 

Question.  Did  not  your  oath  of  office,  when  you  first  assumed  your  office  as  probata 
judge,  require  you  to  swear  that  you  had  never  taken  up  arms  against  tbe  Government 
of  the  United  States? 

Answer.  Never  voluntarily  taken  up  arms,  yes,  sir.    . 

Question.  Or  given  aid  or  comfort  to  its  enemies? 

AnJiwer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Was  tbe  test  oath  required  of  State  officers  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  Are  you  not  mistaken  in  tbat  regard,  doctor? 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  It  was  required  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir.    1  took  it.  \ 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  After  1868  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  tell  you  why  I  took  it.  You  will  recollect  tbe  opinion  of  BIr. 
Soar,  ^lie  Attorney  Cteneral  of  Andrew  Johnson,  who  gave  bis  legal  opinion  in  r^ard 
to  that  oath  applying  to  physicians ;  and  I  never  had  done  voluntarily  anythinff  for 
the  confederacy,  in  aiding  or  abetting  the  enemies  of  the  United  States.  AU  that  I 
o¥er  did  was  compulsory. 

Question.  In  connection  with  disabilities,  I  will  ask,  by  a  bill  which  passed  CoDgre«St 
were  not  all  persons  in  the  State  of  Alabama  who  had  been  elected  to  office  at  tbe 
same  time  that  the  constitution  was  adopted  in  1868,  before  election,  relieyed  of  tbeir 
^litical  disabilities  ?  ^ 

Answer.  I  so  understood  it 
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Qiieftion.  Be  they  republicans  or  democrats  t 

Anstver.  I  so  nnderbtooil.    I  learned  that  from  Judge  Whelan. 

^Ir.  Blair.  That  is  not  the  question  I  ai«ked.  If  Mr.  Buckley  had  paid  attention  to 
my  question,  ho  would  have  fouud  that  was  not  involved  in  my  question  at  all.  The 
State  of  Alabama  required  all  the  officers  elected  at  that  time  to  take  the  test-oath. 

Mr.  Buckley.  I  beg  pardon,  'general,  not  State  officers. 

Mr.  Blair.  Yes,  sir;  State  officers.  It  was  repealed  at  a  subsequent  session  of  the 
legislature. 

The  Witness.  That  was  never  my  understanding.  That  was  not  part  of  the  consti- 
tution of  Alabama. 

Mr.  BUCK1.EY.  The  disfranchise  clause  was  part  of  it.  That  disfranchised  a  certain 
•  class  of  people  from  voting  at  the  time  the  constitution  was  adopted.  By  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  the  legislature,  that  might  be  removed. 

Mr.  Blair.  The  witness  has  stated  that  he  took  the  oath.  I  expect  he  knows  whether 
he  t<K>k  it  or  not. 

The  WitiTess.  My  impression  is  that  I  took  the  test-oath.  I  took  what  is  known  as 
the  iron-clad  oath,  which  1  feel  that  I  could  have  taken  every  day  in  the  week,  and  I 
feel  that  I  could  do  it  as  conscientiously  as  I  know  that  I  have  to  account  for  what  I 
am  saying  here. 

Mr.  Blair.  That  answers  my  question. 

The  Witness.  I  do  not  think,  however,  that  the  test-oath  was  administered  to  me  as 
an  officer ;  but  I  have  taken  the  test-oath  for  some  cause  or  something  or  other,  I  am 
satisfied.  I  am  not  positive  as  regards  my  office,  but  I  am  positive  that  I  have  taken 
the  iron-dad  oath. 

Question.  You  held  the  office  of  probate  judge  for  about  two  years  and  a  half? 

Anaicer.  About  two  years  and  a  half,  sir. 
^    QMestian.  You  were  never  interfered  with  in  that  office  until  the  time  you  have  men- 
tioned here  ? 

Answer.  The  19th  of  January. 

Question.  That  made  about  two  years  and  a  half  you  held  the  office  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Now,  if  you  will  allow  me  to  ask  you,  what  do  you  mean  by  being  inter- 
fered with  ? 

Anstcer.  Being  attempted  to  be  injured  in  any  way  except  at  this  time  ? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  Well,  no  sir.  I  do  not  believe  that  I  had,  except  I  have  had  parties  to  come 
into  my  court,  the  county  court,  and  attempt,  by  noises,  &c.,  to  overawe  my  decision, 
when  a  white  man  was  being  tried  for  beating  a  nwjro,  and  when  there  was  some  violence 
there  iu  the  town — some  fighting,  or  something  of  that  kind.  I  have  had  parties  to  come 
in,  and  by  menaces  and  whispering,  &c.,  I  have  been  interrupted  in  that  way  two  or 
three  times.  On  one  or  two  occasions,  while  attempting  to  make  speeches,  I  have  had 
men  walk  up  with  their  knives  drawn  on  me. 

Question.  Give  us  the  names  of  those  parties  who  drew  their  knives  on  you  when 
making  speeches. 

Answer.  On  one  occasion  the  democrats  were  holding  a  meeting  over  at  the  court-house, 
just  across  the  street,  and  I  was  sitting  in  my  office.  They  caUed  the  negroes  up  there. 
A  great  many  went.  There  was  a  man  named  Mr.  Rosser,  who  stated  to  the  negroes 
that  he  was  a  conservative  man — an  old-line  whig,  &c.  The  negroes  listened  to  him  a 
little  while,  and  turned  around.  I  suppose  one  hundred  or  two  or  three  hundred — 
may  be  one  hundred  and  fifty — and  they  came  over  to  the  office  and  commenced  halloo- 
ing for  me  to  come  out.  I  went  out  on  my  piazza  and  told  them  I  did  not  wish  to  make 
them  a  speech ;  that  I  did  not  think  it  was  proper ;  and  about  that  time.  Dr.  Moore,  a 
very  prominent  man  there,  was  drinking  a  little,  and  he  came  up  towards  me  with  his 
knife.  Several  of  the  white  people  caught  him,  and  some  of  the  white  people  stood 
back,  and  said,  •**  Let  him  alone."  I  desisted  from  the  speech,  and  several  other  men 
•  came.  This  created  a  good  deal  of  consternation,  and  several  others  rushed  me  back 
into  the  office.  On  such  occasions  as  that,  I  was  frequently  interrupted  politically. 
There  was  no  person  there,  iu  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  my  office,  interrupted  me, 
that  I  now  recollect  of. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  made  frequent  attempts  to  disorganize  the  labor  of 
the  county  by  making  statements  to  the  negroes  that  they  were  not  paid  as  much  as 
they  ought  to  have,  interfering  with  the  bargains  the  negroes  had  made  with  their 
employers  f 

Answer,  The  reverse  of  that  is  the  fact.  I  have  made  all  my  speeches  publicly,  where 
white  people  came  and  listened.  I  urged  the  negro,  in  the  presence  of  white  men, 
to  make  the  best  contract  he  could,  and,  when  he  did  make  that  contract,  to  abide  by 
it  in  good  faith,  and  to  give  that  man  good  service;  that  can  be  attested  by  the  very 
best  men  in  that  community,  the  plant^^rs  of  that  country ;  and  I  never  heard  of  but 
one  man  that  made  a  complaint  in  that  way,  and  that  was  not  in  regard  to  that,  but 
the  fact  of  my  right  to  advise  the  negroes  in  any  respect  whatever.    I  will  name  tl" 
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gentlemen  who  were  in  the  habit  of  hearing  these  speeches,  so  as  to  give  you  the  ben- 
efit of  their  evidence ;  they  are  responsible  gentlemen,  too ;  you  can  take  for  that  class 
of  men  such  men  as  William  D.  Lee,  E.  O.  Jones , 

Question,  Allen  Jones  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  Allen  Jones  ever  heard  a  labor-speech  or  not.  John 
H.  Y.  Webb,  Mr.  Castlemain,  Dr.  Wadsworth,  I  think  Dr.  Peterson,  the  brother-in-law 
of  Dr.  Wadsworth.  I  could  not  recollect,  but  a  large  number  of  citizens  usually  came 
up  to  hear  what  I  had  to  say,  and  if  they  ever  objected  to  it  I  know  they  would  have 
t^d  me  so. 

Question.  In  speaking  of  this  attack  of  which  you  complain,  made  on  you  by  dis- 
guised men,  you  say  that  four  months  prior  to  that  "  a  prominent  confederate  general 
asked  me  to  resign,  said  I  had  better  resign,  and  in  the  second  conversation  I  agreed  to 
it  if  they  would  pay  for  my  property.  A  kind  of  negotiation  ensued.''  Mr.  Thomas 
Day,  partner  of  Judge  Coleman,  appeared  for  you  Ux  this! 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  appeared  for  the  other  parties. 

Question,  Mr.  Day  T 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  was  this  prominent  confederate  generid  who  asked  you  to  resign  t 

Answer.  It  was  General  Kucker. 

Question.  On  what  occasion  was  it  that  you  drew  your  pistol  upon  a  United  States 
•oldier,  and  told  him  you  would  shoot  him  if  he  would  not  desist  T 

Answer.  It  was  on  the  day  of  the  election.  * 

Qwesiion,  What  election  ? 

Answer.  For  the  constitution  ;  the  day  we  voted  on  the  constitutioD.  I  think  that 
was  the  day. 

Question.  What  office  did  you  hold  then  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  was  not  the  day  of  the  constitutional  election,  it  was  the  day  on 
which  the  election,  I  think,  of  officers  took  place,  and  I  know  that  I  was— or  at  least 
my  impression  is  that  I  was  probate  judge  at  the  time;  that  is  my  impression,  that  I 
waa  probate  judge  at  the  time. 

Question.  The  officers  were  elected  on  the  same  day  tHe  constitution  was  voted  for ; 
von  were  voted  for  as  probate  judge  on  the  same  day  the  constitution  was  vot^  on. 
So  you  could  not  have  been  a  probate  judge  until  you  were  elected  and  commissioned  i 

Ansxcer.  No,  sir;  my  impression  is  that  it  was  after  I  was  probate  judge  that  that 
occurred.  I  think  I  told  him  by  virtue  of  the  office  that  I  held,  if  he  did  not  desist 
from  this — I  know  that  was  my  assertion  to  the  soldier. 

Question.  Was  that  a  proper  act  for  an  officer,  a  conservator  of  the  peace? 

Ansioer.  I  do  not  know  that  it  was,  but  the  acts  of  violence  goin^  on,  I  thought,  de- 
manded it,  and  the  sheriff  of  the  county  had  left  and  left  these  soldiers  there  to  do  just 
what  they  pleased,  and  they  were  drunk ;  and  when  I  asked  them  several  times  to  de- 
sist from  this  thing,  and  this  fellow  clapped  his  hand  on  his  pistol,  and  I  had  a  large 
Derringer  in  my  pocket,  and  I  told  him  he  should  do  it. 

Question,  You  drew  your  pistol  on  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  drew  my  pistol. 

Question.  Was  it  not  your  duty  to  have  arrested  him  f 

Answer.  Perhaps  it  might  have  been,  sir ;  I  did  not  think  so ;  in  the  midst  of  that  ex- 
citement I  did  not  think  so,  sir. 

Question,  K  a  peace  officer  sets  sach  examples  they  cannot  complain  that  they  are 
followed  by  others. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  may  be  all  true,  but  the  peace  officers  had  all  forsaken  me  and 
I  was  there,  either  to  let  the  election  go  by  default-^which  was  the  object,  I  thought, 
to  break  it  up  and  let  it  go  by  default— or  else  to  pursue  that  course,  and  I  resolved  on 
that  to  get  him  away  from  there. 

Question.  Would  not  the  course  have  been  just  as  effectual  if  you  had  arrested  him 
in  the  name  of  the  law  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  parties  around  him  would  have  resisted  the  arrest. 

Question.  Would  not  they  have  equally  resisted  your  firing  upon  him. 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  I  think,  perhaps,  I  would  have  lired  on  him  if  he  had  drawn 
his  pistol  on  me ;  if  he  had  drawn  his  pistol  on  me  I  know  I  would.  When  they  saw 
it  was  going  to  create  a  difficulty  the  rest  of  the  soldiers  carried  him  away. 

Qu^tion,  I  simply  wanted  to  understand  how  peace  tjfficers  executed  their  duty  t 

Answer.  That  was  my  belief  at  the  time  that  occurred.  I  went  four  or  five  times  to 
him  to  try  and  dissuade  them  from  that  course,  and  when  I  would  go  off  they  would 
oome  back  and  keep  it  up  until  the  negroes  began  to  be  very  much  alarmed,  and  I 
then  went  over  and  determined  to  try  to  force  him  away  from  there. 
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DBMOPOLI9,  Alabama,  October  25, 1871. 

JAMES  A.  YOUNG  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  This  \vitnes8  is  called  by  the  minority,  and  the  examination  will  bo 
conducted  by  General  Blair. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Qu£8ti0ii.  Will  you  state  your  residence? 

Answer.  I  reside  in  the  town  of  Linden,  the  county-seat  of  this  county. 

Question,  How  long  have  yon  resided  there  ? 

Answer,  I  have  resided  at  that  place  between  thirty-seven  and  thirty-eight  years. 

Qiiestion,  What  is  your  employment  or  profession  f 

Answer,  I  am  a  lawyer  by  profession. 

Question,  Judge,  will  you  state  whether  you  have  recently  been  employed  to  look 
over  the  expenmtures  of  this  county  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  •  I  was  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners'  court,  which  has 
charge  of  the  county  revenues,  as  a  special  commissioner,  associated  with  another  gen- 
tleman, to  investigate  the  condition  of  tho  county  treasury  from  18G5,  since  the  termi- 
nation of  the  war  up  to  the  date  of  our  appointment,  which  was  about  the  month  of 
May>  I  think. 

Question,  Will  you  give  the  committee  the  result  of  your  investigation,  stating  the 
rate  of  taxation  in  1865  and  now,  the  amount  of  revenue  collected  and  expended  in 
1865  and  at  this  time  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  now  the  percentage.  It  is  based  on  the  assessment  of 
the  State  tax,  and  the  same  rate  of  taxation  ;  I  do  not  remember  now  what  that  was 
during  this  year.  I  know  there  was  no  tax  collected  in  1865.  I  do  not  remember  what 
the  rate  was,  until  the  last  year,  which  was  about  75  cents  on  the  $100  for  the  States, 
and  the  same  amount  for  tho  county.  The  amount  of  taxes  assessed,  I  think,  for 
two  years  preceding  the  last  year,  was  somewhere  about  ttom  |25,000  to  |30,000,  of 
State  tax,  and  the  same  amount  of  county  tax. 
V   Question,  What  was  the  amount  collected  in  the  last  year  ? 

Answer,  The  last  year  it  was  not  so  much  as  that.  I  do  not  remember  now  tho  pre- 
cise amount.  It  is  something  like,  I  think,  $I8>000  or  $20,000.  The  whole  assessment 
probably  was  more,  but  the  amount  collected  was,  I  think,  about  that. 

Question,  The  whole  amount  assessed  was  not  collected  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  a  great  many  insolvencies. 

Question,  What  was  the  amount  ordinarily  collecte<l  and  expended  prior  to  the  war, 
in  this  county  ^ 

Answer,  I  think  about  $12,000  was  the  amount  requiied  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
the  county — from  ten  to  twelve. 

Question,  Was  the  taxable  property,  upon  which  the  assessment  was  made,  larger 
than  now  ? 

Answer,  Very  much  larger ;  very  much. 

Question,  About  how  much,  if  you  can  tell  T 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  the  real  estate  valuation  in  this  county  was,  I  think,  about  five  or 
six  millions  j  the  personal  property  I  do  not  remember  now.  There  were  some  22,000 
slaves  in  this  county,  and  their  average  value  was  estimated  at  about  $500  per  head, 
prior  to  the  war.  I  did  make  the  estimate  frequently,  but  my  recollection  is  not  very 
good  now,  and  I  cannot  state  the  facts  with  any  certainty,  without  having  refreshed 
my  recollection  in  regard  to  these  things. 

Question,  Is  real  estate  considered  now  as  valuable  as  before  the  war  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  has  depreciated  very  much. 

Question,  How  much — one- third  f 

Answer,  Lands  have  more  than  that.  « 

Question.  One-half  f 

Answer.  I  should  say  that  they  have  depreciated  at  least  60  per  cent.,  or  two-thirds, 
you  may  say.  Lands  that  sold  before  the  war  for  fifty  or  sixty  dollars  could  not  now 
be  sold  for  more  than  twelve  or  fifteen  at  tho  outside. 

Question,  How  is  it  with  the  live  stock  of  the  county  T 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  the  live  stock  is  more  valuable  here  now  than  it  was  then,  but 
the  quantity,  the  number,  is  very  much  less. 

Question,  How  much f 

Answer,  I  think  that  is  reduced  at  least  half  or  two-thirds. 

Question,  There  is  not  as  much  here  by  what  f 

Answer,  Not  by  two-thirds,  according  to  my  estimate  and  judgment. 

Question,  What,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  reason  of  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  live 
stock? 

Ansioer.  It  is  owing  to  the  depredations  of  the  colored  population  mat^Qlp 

Question,  And  is  it  difficult  to  raise  live  stock  on  that  account  here  T         rS^ 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir,  almost  impossible  in  many  portions  of  this  county.    Planters  and 
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those  engaged  in  planting  generally  are  abandoning  the  attempt  to  raise  hogs,  partic- 
ularly, and  even  eattlo.    They  find  it  impossible  to  Keep  them. 

Question.  They  have  abandoned  all  attempts  to  rai&e  their  own  meat  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  don't  say  that  it  is  so  in  every  part  of  the  county,  becanse  ther© 
is  a  portion  of  this  couuty  where  the  population  is  almost  entirely  white,  and  there 
they  can  raise  stock,  but  that  is  not  more  thau  one-third  of  the  county. 

,Qae8tion.  In  that  portion  of  the  county  in  which  the  colored  population  predomi- 
nates it  is  found  almost  impossible  to  keep  stock  ? 

Afiswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  the  case  generally  in  that  portion  of  the  State  where  the  colored 
population  predominates  I 

Anstcer.  I  think  it  is. 

Question.  Then,  as  I  understand  you,  the  taxation  is  about  three  times  what  it  waa 
for  county  purposes  prior  to  the  war,  and  the  subjects  of  taxation  have  dimiuished. 

Ansu)er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Probably  two-thirds  T 

Answer.  Two-thirds,  I  should  say. 

Question.  Judge,  I  see  from  some  recent  publications  in  the  newspapers  that  there 
has  been  recently  quite  a  disturbance  down  at  your  place,  Linden,  in  which  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Jones,  the  present  senator  of  this  district,  tigured  pretty  largely.  Will 
you  state  to  the  committee  all  that  you  know  in  regard  to  that  disturbance  f 

A-nswer.  I  will  do  so.  Mr.  Jones,  it  seems,  had  made  an  appointment  to  address — 
he  is  a  candidate  for  the  ofiBce  of  sheriff  in  this  county— and  he  had  given  out  an  ap- 
pointment to  address  the  public  on  last  Saturday  week ;  I  don't  remember  the  day  of 
the  month.  He  came  there,  and  a  number  of  persons,  almost  exclusively  of  the  coloretl 
population,  attended  there  on  that  day,  to  the  number,  according  to  my  estimate,  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred.  I  was  there.  I  saw  but  few  white  persons, 
comparatively ;  I  suppose  there  might  have  been  thirty  or  over — not  more  than  thirty 
who  do  not  reside  in  the  ])lace  ;  I  do  not  think  there  were  that  many  j  perhaps  fifteen 
or  twenty.  About  1'2  o'clock  on  that  day  he  walked  over  to  the  court-house  with  a 
number  of  his  colored  friends.  Mr.  Drake  was  along  with  him,  who  was  formerly  clerk 
of  our  circuit  court ;  they  carried  a  flag.  He  got  up  in  the  gallery,  in  front,  and  com- 
menced his  address  to  those  that  were  present.  It  was  about  1*2  o'clock  when  he  com- 
menced,  according  to  my  recollection.  When  he  commenced  his  address  1  stopped 
about  ten  minutes  and  heard  the  opening.  Being  of  different  political  opinions,  I  did 
not  hear  anything  or  see  or  find  anything  to  complain  of,  or  that  gave  me  dissatisfac- 
tion, but  it  being  near  my  dinner  time  1  went  off  home,  some  three  hundred  yards.  I 
looked  at  my  watch  a^l  wasgoinghome;  it  was  quarter  after  12.  When  I  got  my  din- 
ner, just  as  I  got  uj)  from  the  table,  which  was  about  1  o'clock,  someone  called  to  me  au\l 
said  there  was  a  great  disturbance  over  in  the  town.  I  picked-  up  my  hat  aud  ran 
over.  When  I  got  ther#  I  found  a  high  degree  of  excitement.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Jones, 
though.  I  made  some  injury  what  had  become  of  him,  and  a  gentleman  informed  me 
that  they  had  carried  him  into  a  room  in  the  court-house,  and  he  was  there ;  that  hu 
requested  mo  to  go  and  stay  with  him.  I  went  there.  I  had  not  seen  the  difficulty.  I 
was  not  present  when  that  took  place.  When  I  went  into  the  room  he  seemed  to  be 
in  a  good  deal  of  alarm.  I  saw  myself  there  was  h.  good  deal  of  exasperation  and  ex- 
citement among  those  i)ersonsthat  I  saw.  He  begged  that  we  would  protect  him.  We 
give  him  what  assurance  we  couUl  .that  we  would  protect  him.  I  was  not  armeil 
myself^  I  never  carried  arms  in  my  life.  He  had  arms  there  to  protect  himself.  After 
remaining  there  some  time  he  wanted  to  get  away  from  the  place ;  he  thought  his  life 
was  in  danger,  and  I  thought  so  too  at  that  particulai'  time.  He  made  some  sngge;*- 
tions  about  how  he  was  to  get  away. 

Question.  Who  did  ? 

Answci'.  He  did.  I  made  one,  and*  proposed  that  he  have  a  horse  brought  around  U* 
the  back  of  the  house  aud  get  on  it  and  get  away,  and  I  would  have  the  att-eution  of 
those  pei*sons  who  seemed  to  be  excited  drawn  to  the  other  side  of  tlie  street.  Ait^r 
speaking  of  different  modes  of  getting  him  out,  ho  suggested  that  if  ho  would  sign  an 
instrument  in  writing  withdrawing  from  the  canvass,  and  not  attend  these  appoint- 
ments that  he  had  made,  and  other  appointments  in  the  county,  whether  that  would  be 
.satisfactory  to  the  public — to  those  persons  who  were  so  nmch  exasperated.  I  thought 
at  the  time  that  it  would  not,  and  told  him  so.  Afterward  he  made  his  proposition 
again,  and  I  told  him— I  then  had  another  gentleman.  Dr.  Ki<UUe  had  eonie  in  to  wtay 
with  him,  and  to  keep  out  any  persons  that  might  wish  to  force  themselves  into  the 
room  where  he  was— I  told  him  I  would  go  out  aud  ascertain  whether  or  not  thai 
would  allay  the  excitement  and  ill  feeling.  I  went  out  and  saw  Colonel  Woolf,  who 
\yas  then  making  great  exertions  to  stop  the  excitement.  He  thought  that  if  he  would 
*^ign  such  a  paper  as  that,  and  it  was  made  known  to  the  excited  crowd  there,  that  it 
.vould  allay  the  excitement.  At  my  request,  he  wrote  it  aud  carried  it  to  Mr.  Jones, 
:ind  he  signed  it;  and  attor  he  signed  it  he  said  he  desired  to  be  protected,  and  wo  gave 

11  the  assurance  tluit  he  should  be ;  and  he  cainc  out  with  us  then  into  the  street,  the 
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public  street,  and  went  himself  to  all  those  persons  who  were  present  and  stated  that 
he  had  withdrawn  from  the  canvass :  that  he  would  not  attend  any  other  public  meet- 
ings or  make  speeches ;  and  he  called  on  his  colored  friends  to  go  home  and  attend  to 
their  business,  and  vote  for  the  other  candidate.  These  are  the  iacts.  As  to  those  who 
were  with  him,  as  he  seemed  to  be  very  apprehensive  that  there  might  be  some  person 
that  might  take  his  life,  nearly  every  white  person  present  went  with  him,  and  they 
gave  him  assurance  that  no  harm  should  come  to  him,  and  they  guarded  him.  Some  of 
the  men  that  were  most  excited  in  the  outset  were  persons  who  went  with  him  three 
or  four  miles  on  the  way.  Those  are  the  fact«  that  came  within  my  knowledge.  Now, 
the  origin  of  the  diflOlculty  I  cannot  speak  of,  because  I  was  not  there ;  it  took 
place  after  I  left.  I  see  he  states  in  this  paper  that  he  was  interrupted  at  the 
outset.  I  do  not  remember  of  hearing  anything  of  the  sort  while  I  remained, 
but  other  gentlepion  who  were  present  can  state  how  it  arose.  Those  are  the  facts  as 
far  as  I  am  able  to  state  them,  and  of  my  own  personal  knowledge.  •  I  will  state 
further :  He  seems  to  intimate  here  that  tne  flag  lie  had  with  him  was  treated  with 
disrespect.  There  was  nothing  of  the  sort  came  within  my  knowledge.  It  was  taken 
down.  When  he  came  out  it  was  left  where  it  had  been  planted  on  the  balustrade. 
It  was  there,  and  when  they  were  about  to  start  the  driver  who  carried  him  there, 
a  colored  man,  said  that  he  wanted  it,  and  spoke  to  Colonel  "Wool f,  saying  that  he 
wanted  it,  and  he  told  him  to  go  and  get  it.  He  said  he  was  afraid  some  one  might 
interrupt  him.  Colonel  Woolf  told  him  that  no  one  would  interrupt  him  at  all ;  the 
flag  was  his;  he  could  go  and  get  it,  and  he  would  go  with  him;  and  he  did 
go  with  him,  and  they  took  it  off.  When  he  was  about  to  take  it  down  the  colored 
man  told  him  to  cut  the  strings  by  which  it  was  fastened  on  the  staff,  and  they  took 
it  off.  I  think  probably  the  negro  rai^fht  have  felt  some  apprehension,  but  it  was  taken 
off  and  given  to  him,  and  he  brought  it  home.  There  was  no  disrespect  shown  it  while 
I  was  there,  and  I  am  satisfied  there  was  none.  I  mention  that  because  his  stati'ment 
seems  to  imply  that  there  was.  I  have  not  read  the  whole  of  it.  If  thero  was  any  dis- 
respect I  certainly  did  not  see  it  or  hear  of  it.  I  don^t  think  there  was  any  such  dispo- 
sition on  the  part  of  any  one. 

Question,  What  was  your  information,  if  you  have  any  upon  which  you  place  re-* 
liance,  as  to  the  cause  of  the  excitement  against  Jones  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir;  the  impression  from  those  persons  who  were  there  and  who  had 
become  excite<l  was  tliat  he  desired  that  there  should  be  a  disturbance  for  the  pur])ose 
of  making  political  capital ;  that  was  their  idea.  I  heard  that  expressed  before,  but, 
from  the  information  I  got,  when  this  ditticulty  occurred  he  had  spoken  probably  three 
quarters  of  an  hour,  perhaps  longer,  at  least  some  considerable  time,  and  he  had  made 
a  charge  that  a  number  of  democrats  had  applied  to  him  to  be  put  on  the  mdical 
ticket  for  the  county  offices  hero.  A  gentleman  who  was  a  democratic  candidate 
present  called  to  him  to  give  the  names  of  those  persons.  That  I  think  was  the  first 
interruption.  Afterward  he  made  some  other  charge  ;  I  do  Bot-remember  what  it  was. 
Some  men  called  on  him  in  relation  to  that,  and  there  were  some  drunken  persons 
a1>out  the  streets  there  that  were  hallooing,  which  is  not  an  unusual  thing  at  these 
public  meetings ;  though  not  immediately  in  the  crowd*  they  were  off  on  the  other 
side  of  the  street. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  What  do  you  say  they  did  t 

Ansicer.  They  were  hollooing  occasionally  and  swearing — whether  they  addressed  him 
or  not  I  do  not  know  ;  perhaps  some  of  them  may  have  done  something  of  that  sort 
in  response — and  he  stopped  speaking  and  said  he  would  not  go  on,  and  a  number  of 
them  called  on  him  to  go  on  ;  that  he  should  be  heard.  He  declined  going  on.  He  stood 
some  several  minutes,  had  some  conference,  perhaps,  with  some  colored  persons  that 
were  up  on  the  gallery  with  him,  and  put  his  leg  over  the  bannister  and  whistled.  The 
disturbance  that  was  below  was  this,  I  supposea:  there  was  some  talking  below  about 
that  time;  there  were  only  one  or  two  white  men  anywhere  near  there,  according  to 
the  information  I  got.  He  picked  up  his  umbrella.  He  had  a  pistol  that  he  carried  up 
with  him — a  large  pistol ;  he  took  the  pistol  either  out  of  the  umbrella,  or  it  was  with 
the  umbrella,  and  took  off  his  watch  and  breast-pin,  and  took  out  his  pocket-book  and 
gave  it  to  a  depnty  sheriff  that  was  there,  and  picked  up  his  umbrella  and  said,  "Take 
that  umbrella,  too."  He  picked  up  his  pistol  in  his  right  hand  and  said  he  was  rea<ly 
for  a  fight,  and  came  down.  When  he  came  down  there  was  but  one  white  man,  I  am  told, 
anywhere  near  him.  That  was  a  man  who  was  intoxicated,  and  they  had  had  some 
difficulty  or  some  bad  feeling  on  a  previous  occasion.  From  the  information  I  have,  a 
Bumber  of  negroes — fifteen  or  twenty — suddenly  appeared  there  with  double-barreled 
guns.  The  consequence  was  that  the  white  men  immediately  ran  and  got  what  wea- 
pons they  had,  and  they  came  out  and  thero  threatened  to  be  a  sorious^fBcultry. 

Question,  Will  you  speak  louder  ?  tized  by  VjOOQIC 

Answer,  I  will  repeat :  when  Mr.  Jones  came  down,  suddenly  appeared  a  faiimber  of 
negroes  with  double-barreled  guns,  and  the  white  men  that  were  thero — all  except  one 
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or  two  men  that  were  near  Mr.  Jonee  at  the  time ;  most  of  tlie  white  persons  were  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  street — when  they  saw  that  they  ran  off  and  got  pistols,  and. 
perhaps,  two  or  three  of  them  got  guns^  and  came  back.  The  difficulty  then  threateDcd 
to  be  a  serious  one.  Mr.  McNeil,  one  of  the  candidates  for  dO^e  in  this  county,  ran  op 
between  them  and  called  on  tJiem  not  to  shoot,  and  Mr.  Jones  told  him  that  he  would 
give  up  his  arms,  and  that  he  must  protect  him.  He  took  his  pistols — be  had  two  revol- 
vers and  a  large  pistol — I  do  not  know  what  kind.  I  saw  them  in  the  room  when  I 
went  in  with  him.  One  was  a  navy  rei)eater,  and  the  other,  a  smaller  size,  a  pocket- 
repeater,  and  a  large  pocket-repeater ;  I  did  not  notice  what  kind  it  was,  but  a  large 
one.  They  were  in  the  room  aud  were  returned  to  him.  When  thev  earned  him  into 
the  room  they  give  him  back  his  weapons,  and  set  about  allaying  the  excitement  and 
ill-feeling  that  uad  been  ^nerated. 

Question.  Was  any  one  injured  in  this  T 

Amicer,  No^  sir ;  I  did  not  hear  of  any  person  being  struck  at  all.  I  did  not  hear  on 
that  day  of  any  personal  injury  done  to  any  person.  There  was  a  pistol  went  off  acci- 
dentally and  shot  a  horse.  That  was  all  the  bloodshed  there  was  on  that  day  that  I  saw. 
Not  a  drop  of  human  blood  was  shed. 

Question.  No  blows  inflicted  ? 

Answer.  No  blows  that  I  heard  of,  sir. 

Question.  From  your  information  it  appears  that  Jones,  while  there  were  very  few 
white  men  on  the  ground,  t-ook  his  pistol  in  his  hand  and  divested  himself  of  his*  valu- 
ables and  went  down  and  said  he  was  ready  for  a  light  ? 

Atiswer.  That  is  the  infer n^.'ition  1  bad. 

Question.  And  that  about  that  time  negroes  appeared  upon  the  ground  with  their 
weapons  in  their  hands  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  This  gave  rise  to  the  arming  by  the  white  people  and  the  excitement  which 
ensued? 

Anawcr.  Yes,  sir  ;  so  I  am  informed. 

Question.  Who  gave  you  this  information  f 
.     Answer.  I  got  it  from  a  number  of  persons.   I  got  it  from  Mr.  McNeil,  the  gentleman 
who  interposed  at  the  time,  and,  perhaps,  was  tne  cause  of  the  difficulty  being  pn^ 
vente<i. 

Question.  What  is  his  first  name  f 

Answer.  Malcolm.  This  gentleman  you  saw  here  yesterday.  Mr.  Frederick  McNeil 
was  there  also,  and  I  |^ot  much  about  the  same  facts,  I  think,  from  him.  I  cannot 
state  certainly  the  diflerent  persons  who  gave  them  to  me,  but  they  all  correspoml. 
The  white  i>ersons  with  whom  I  conversed  all  correspond  in  substance  in  their  stat^ 
meuts. 

Question.  Jones  states  in  a  card,  which  I  have  seen  published,  that  in  going  to  this 
meeting  he  was  fired  upon.    Did  you  hear  anything  of  that  f 

Ansicer.  I  heard  that  morning  tnat  he  had  said  he  was  fired  on,  but  I  did  not  credit 
it  myself,  and  I  do  not  think ^ny  white  person  about  the  place  did.  A  gentleman,  Mr. 
McKinney — J.  C.  McKinney — who  plants  about  a  mile  or  two  on  a  road  that  turns  off  on 
this  road  from  here  to  Linden — turns  off  in  a  swamp  and  runs  angling  from  it  about  a 
mile  or  a  mile  and  a  half  up  that  road — came  into  it  behind  Mr.  Jones,  about  a  hundrei 
and  fifty  yards,  he  informed  me,  and  he  said  he  heard  no  gun.  He  passed  through 
this  same  swamp. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  T 

Ansujer.  McKinney. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Came  to  town  behind  Jones  t 

Answer,  Behind  Jones. 

Question.  He  was  in  sight  when  he  got  into  the  road  that  Jones  vras  on  f 

Aimcer.  Yes,  sir;  he  traveled,  following  him,  or  behind,  and  said  he  did  not  hear  any 
gun. 

Question.  He  was  in  sight  of  Jones  ? 

Answer.  He  was  in  that  part  of  the  swamp. 

Question.  He  heard  no  shot  that  drew  his  attention  ? 

Ansiver.  Shooting  in  that  swamp  can  bo  heard  any  day,  almost  any  honr  of  the  day, 
for  the  freednien  along  the  edge  of  that  swamp  are  great  hunters.  I  can  say  that  my- 
self, for  I  am  sometimes  in  the  swamp  myself,  out  hunting.  I  have  never  been  there 
yet  that  I  have  not  heard  guns  frequently.  I  make  this  statement,  pot  upon  my  own 
knowledge,  but  upon  the  information  of  this  gentleman. 

Question.  It  would  have  been  hardly  possible  for  such  an  occurrence  to  have  taken 
place  as  he  describes — Mr.  McKinney  following  him  at  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards — without  observing  it  T 

I*   Anstver.  He  might  certainly  have  heard  it ;  I  should,  and  I  think  he  would  be  as  apt 
notice  it  as  I  would. 
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Bj  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Is  the  taxable  property  of  the  county  appraised  every  year,  both  the  real 
and  personal  estate,  under  your  laws  f 

Anewer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  pjiven  in  according  to  the  valuation. 

Question.  Appraised  for  purposes  of  taxation  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  by  an  assessor. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  what  the  aggregate  of  the  appraisement  of  personal  and 
real  estate  in  this  county  was  at  the  last  appraisement  f 

Ajiswer.  No,  I  cannot  remember  precisely. 

Question.  Or  the  ai^raisement  before  that,  if  you  cannot  remember  the  last  one  t 

Ansicer.  I  can  only  remember  distinctly  the  appraisements  of  the  property  prior  to 
1861. 

Question.  What  was  then  the  total  appraisements  before  1861  ? 

Answer.  The  average  value  of  real  estate  was  about  eight  or  tea  dollars  an  acre  in 
this  county. 

Question.  In  1861  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  value  of  the  real  estate  here,  aecording  to  the  estimates  made,  was 
about  ^,000,000;  was  that  considered  a  fair  valuation  of  the  real  estate  t 

^n^trer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  An  average  of  $10  -per  acre  through  the  county? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  valuation  of  the  slave  property,  in  round  numbers  t 

Answ^.  The  valuation  of  slave  property  was  much  larger  than  that ;  it  was,  I  think, 
about  $12,000,000,  if  I  recollect  right. 

Question.  About  double  the  value  of  the  real  estate  7 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  valuation  of  the  personal  property,  exclusive  of  slaves  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  large  proi>ortion  of  the  personal  property  that  was  not  at  that 
time  taxed.  I  do  not  remember  distinctly  as  to  what  the  value  of  that  was  that  was 
taxed. 

Question.  The  slaves  and  the  real  estate  amounted  to  $18,000,000 ;  would  the  per- 
sonal property  increase  that  to  $20,000,000  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  about  the  valuation  of  the  property,  according  t4)  my 
recollection. 

Question.  What  is  the  area  of  your  county ;  how  many  thousand  acres,  or  how  many 
square  miles  ? 

•  Answer.  There  were  about  1,050  at  that  time;  since  that  there  have  been  two  town- 
ships— three,  I  believe— that  have  been  cut  off  and  added  to  the  county  of  Hale,  above 
this,  which  would  be  about  one  hundred  and  ten  square  mUes  taken  otf. 

Question.  How  much  would  that  portion  taken  off  and  adde<l  to  Hale  have  amountM 
to  in  1860 ;  I  mean  what  proportion  of  the  $20,000,000  of  valuation  of  property  of  all 
descriptions  would  belong  to  that  portion  since  annexed  to  Hale  County  ? 

Ansicer.  Well,  sir,  that  was  the  most  valuable,  or  as  valuable  as  any  other  portion 
of  the  county,  and  the  average  v^ue  of  the  lands  there,  I  suppose,  would  have  been  at 
least  $25  an  acre. 

Qu^tion.  According  to  the  valuation  of  1860,  would  the  three  townships,  added  to 
Hale  County,  have  amounted,  according  to  the  appraisement,  to  probably  three  or  four 
millions  T 

Answer.  Something  like,  I  should  think,  two  millions,  or  two  and  a  half;  perhaps  not 
more  than  two  millions. 

Question,  Your  county  taxes  since  the  war  have  never  at  any  time,  I  understand  you, 
amounted  to  more  than  75  cents.on  the  hundred  dollars  f 

Answer.  Seventy-five  cents.  The  tax  at  this  time  is  about  $1  25 — the  county  tax — 
but  before  this  it  was  75  cents  on  the  hundred  dollars. 

Question.  What  was  it  before  the  war  T 

Answer.  It  was  20  cents  on  real  estate,  and  I  believe  about  the  same  on  personal 
property. 

Question.  The  aggregate  of  taxes  collected  for  county  purposes  last  year,  I  under- 
stand you,  was  from  eighteen  to  twenty  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  1  think  it  was  something  like  that. 

Question.  Before  that  it  amounted  to  something  like  twenty-five  or  thirty  thousand  T 

Answer.  The  assessment  one  year  amounted  to  $33,000, 1  think. 
Question.  Will  you  please  state  the  difierent  purposes  for  which  these  county  taxes 
are  levied  t    Give  to  the  committee  the  different  items  of  expenditures  under  your 
laws. 

Answer.  The  county  revenue,  a  portion  of  it,  is  applied  as  a  pauper  fund ;  the  amount 
of  that  I  cannot  now  state.  Then  there  is  a  portion  of  it  has  been  heretofore  applied 
to  other  purposes.  In  this  county  the  whole  rand  derived  from  taxation  is  consolidated. 
It  was  not  separated  into  distinct  funds  for  paupers  or  bridges,  &c.    The  appropria- 
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tions  for  building  bridges  absorb  perhaps  nearly  half,  if  not  quite,  of  the  county  tax. 
These  are  the  two  principal ;  the  others  are  miscellaneous. 

Question,  You  may  name  what  other  expenditures  are  made  firom  county  taxes. 

Ansicet;  From  the  county  taxes  we  pay  our  jurors  and  our  State  witnesses,  where 
theyiare  not  paid  out  of  the  defendants. 

Question,  Do  you  pay  also  the  expenses  of  criminals  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  the  expenses  of  feeding  prisoners  in  jaiL 

Question.  Court  expenses  f 

Jnsjcer.  Yes,  sir,  court  expenses. 

Question,  And  stationery  for  offices,  and  fuel  and  light  for  offices  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Expenses  for  holding  elections  f 

Answer*.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Venires  for  summoning  grand  and  petit  juries  f 

Answer.  Well,  that  is  embraced  in  a  special  item.  They  are  required  to  allow  the 
public  officers  a  salary  for  all  these  public  duties. 

Question.  Are  they  paid  out  of  the  tax  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  out  of  the  county  tax. 

Question.  Are  the  salaries  of  your  assessors  and  collectors  paid  out  of  the  connty 
taxes  T 

Anmoer.  They  are  paid  out  of  the  county  taxes. 

Question.  Are  all  your  county  officers  paid  out  of  the  fund  raised  by  county  taxes  ? 

Anewer.  They  are.  They  are  paid  for  certain  services,  but  their  principal  salai^  is 
derived  from  fees  ;  but  they  receive  also  from  the  county  sums  for  services  that  they 
render,  considered  strictly  public  services,  and  not  for  the  benefit  of  individuals. 

Question.  Will  you  please  enumerate  the  different  classes  of  officers  who  are  paid 
from  the  county  fund  f 

Ansioer.  The  sheriff'  receives  a  salary  of  about  $200  or  $250 — 1240, 1  think  is  the 
amount,  unless  it  has  been  changed  by  the  last  legislature — as  a  salary  for  his  public 
services,  strictly  for  the  public.  The  balance  of  hw  pay  is  derived  from,  fees.  The  judge 
of  probate  receives  the  same  amount. 

Question.  From  the  county  treasury  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  from  the  county  treasury.  The  clerk  does  not  receive  so  much. 
His  salary,  I  think,  is  about  $150  per  year. 

Question.  In  all  these  cases  these  officers  receive  these  salaries  for  general  or  public 
services  that  cannot  be  properly  assessed  against  individuals  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  have  been  some  changes  of  fees,  and  I  am  not  positive  thj^ 
I  am  correct  as  to  the  amount  now  allowed  under  the  later  acts  of  the  legislature,  for 
I  have  not  had  occcasion  to  look  at  them,  but  those  were  the  salaries  that  for  a  great 
many  years  were  allowed  to  the  public  officers. 

Question,  You  have  named  three  classes  of  officers ;  you  may  go  on  with  your  enu- 
meration. 

Answer.  The  tax-collector  gets  his  percentage  out  of  the  county  taxes.  The  assessor 
get«  the  same  out  of  the  county  taxes— the  same  rate  or  percentage. 

Question.  What  usually  is  the  aggregate  of  the  fees  of  each  of  these  officers,  assessora 
and  collectors,  in  Marengo  County  f 

Anmver.  I  would  have  to  make  a  calculation,  probably,  to  do  that.  The  tax-collector 
and  assessor  receive  each,  I  think,  ten  per  cent,  on  the  first  thousand  dollars,  five 
per  cent.,  perhaps,  on  the  next  two  thousand,  and  two  and  a  half  then  on  the  next 
three  thousand,  and  two  per  cent,  on  the  balance  for  State  tax.  They  are  only  en- 
titled to  one-half  of  that  amount  for  assessing  the  county  tax  and  for  collecting  it. 

Qiiestion.  One-half  of  the  amount  the  State  allows  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  one-half  of  what  the  State  allows  for  collecting  the  State  tax;  that 
is  my  recollection. 

Question.  Now,  applying  this  scale  to  the  amount  of  revenues  collected  in  this 
county,  assuming  these  county  revenue-s  to  be  $25,000  per  year,  what  would  the  com- 
pensation of  the  collector  of  taxes,  in  your  opinion,  amount  to  f 

Answa-.  It  would  amount  to  about — you  mean  for  collecting  the  State  and  county 
taxes  both  ? 

Question.  1  mean  ja*t  for  county  taxes  t 

Ansicer.  I  should  think  it  would  amount  to  about  six  or  eight  hundred  dollars;  $CiK), 
perhaps. 

Question.  The  assessor  would  receive  about  the  same  amount  T 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  about  the  same  amount. 

Question.  What  other  officers  besides  the  assessor,  collector,  sheriff,  and  judge,  that 
you  have  enumerated,  are  paid  from  this  fund  f 

Ansioer.  I  do  not  remember  now  at  this  moment ;  the  county  commissioners,  the 
members  of  that  court  are  entitled  to  per  diem.  ^^   ,    ^  ^  C^  r%rsn](> 

Qu^tion.  There  are  four  of  these  commissioners f  ^'^'^"'^  ^^  ^u^^l^. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Queatian.  What  per  diem? 

ATiSwer.  Six  dollars  per  day. 

QuesUan.  And  mileage  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qitesiion.  How  much  f 

Answer,  Five  cents  per  mile  going  and  coming. 

Question,  How  often  do  they  nold  court  f 

Answer,  Their  regular  terms  are  required  by  law  to  be  held  four  times  a  year. 

Question,  Are  the  periods  of  session  limited  by  law  ? 

Answer.  No^  sir ;  they  sit  as  long  as  they  have  business  before  them.  Their  regular 
terms  are  not  limited ;  some  special  terms  are. 

Question.  They  may  hold  special  terms  besides  the  regular  terms  appointed  by  law  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  may  call  their  meetings  or  sessions  at  any  time  they  please  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  by  givinc  the  proper  xiotice. 

Question.  Now,  are  yAable  to  state  abont  how  much  the  fees  of  all  your  county 
commissioners  amoant  rJrin  the  aggregate  per  yea^  f 

Answer,  I  don't  think  I  have  ever  made  any  estimate  of  them.  It  would  be  very  un- 
certain, for  some  years  they  hold  more  special  terms  than  others ;  they  sit  longer,  owing 
to  the  business.    I  could  not  give  you  any  satisfactory  estimate. 

Question.  Have  you  now  exhausted  the  list  of  officers  who  are  paid  from  the  county 
treasury  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  remember  any  other  at  this  time  except  justices  of  the  peace,  who 
act  as  coroners.  We  have  had  no  coroner  in  this  county  tor  several  years,  and  justices 
of  the  peace  hold  inquests. 

Question,  Are  the  expenses  of  each  coroner's  inquest  paid  from  the  county  treasury? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  do  not  amount  to  a  great  deal.  The  printer  who  does  the  x>ab- 
lie  printing  draws  pretty  heavily  upon  the  county. 

Question,  The  county  printing  is  also  paid  from  the  county  treasury  t 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  public  printing  is  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury. 

Question.  All  of  the  blanks,  &,q,j  that  are  published? 

Ansteer,  Yes,  sir,  and  stationery  for  all  the  offices. 

Question,  Your  county  officers  are  required  to  make  an  annual  exhibit  of  the  amount 
of  taxes  collected  and  the  way  disbursed? 

Answer.  That  is  their  duty. 

Question,  That  is  published  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers  of  the  county? 

Answer,  It  is  required  to  be  so  by  law. 

Question,  Has  that  duty  been  performed  ? 

Answer.  Not  as  strictly  as  it  should  have  been. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  that  the  officers  charged  with  that  duty  have  neglected  it 
any  year  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  neglected  it — the  only  officer  who  is  required  to  make 
publication ;  the  judge  of  probate  is  required  to  publish  the  licenses  he  issues.  That 
18  another  8ource.of  revenue  that  has  not  been  mentioned.  The  county  treasurer,  who 
receives  the  county  tax  on  licenses,  is  required  to  make  publication  of  all  the  licenses 
grants,  and  the  amount  received  for  them,  I  think,  every  three  months. 

Question,  What  officer  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  publishing,  for  the  information  of 
the  public,  annually,  an  account  of  all  the  moneys  collected  and  disbursed  in  the 
county? 

Answer,  It  is  the  duty  of  the  judge  of  probate  to  publish  the  account  submitted  to 
the  commissioners.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  judge  of  probate  to  have  the  county  treas- 
urer's account,  after  it  has  been  passed  and  allowed  by  the  commissioners'  court,  pub- 
lished in  the  newspaper  appointed  by  law  to  do  the  public  printing  for  the  county. 

Question.  Where  roads  are  either  opened  or  repaired,  is  it  done  at  the  expense  of  the 
property-holders  adjoining  the  roads,  or  at  the  public  expense  ? 

Answer,  It  is  not  done  by  taxation.  Each  individual  in  this  county  between  certain 
ages  is  required  to  work  on  roads. 

Qitestion.  Bat  is  there  no  road-tax  laid  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  No  road-tax— money-tax— laid  and  collected  ? 

Answer,  None  at  all. 

Question.  You  have  nothing  but  the  labor-tax  for  the  opening  and  repairing  of  high- 
ways? 

Atmoer,  Nothing  at  all. 
'  Question.  How  are  your  bridges  built  and  repaired ;  from  what  fund  is  the  expense 
drawn? 

Answer.  In  this  county  a  great  many  bridges  are  required ;  many  of  them  are  small 
bridges,  that  are  required  to  be  kept  up — ^to  be  built  and  repaired— kept  up  by  the 
overseers  of  the  road  with  his  road-hands ;  the  other  bridges  that  could  not,  witu  the 
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number  of  bauds  apportioned  to  tbe  roads,  be  built  by  tbem  and  kept  up,  are  k^t  up 
at  the  public  expense ;  paid  out  of  ^ho  county  treasury. 

Question.  I  understand  that  last  year  one-half  of  the  county  taxes  was  expended  in 
the  construction  or  repairs  of  bridges  f 

Amwer,  1  did  not  mean  to  say  that.  I  say  that  to  keep  them  up  would  require  one- 
half;  but  I  do  not  know  that  one-half  of  the  county-taxes  of  last  year  was  appropri- 
ated to  that  purpose. 

Question.  After  the  close  of  tbe  war,  were  not  your  bridges  in  the  county  generally 
in  a  very  bad,  dilapidated  condition  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  air  ;  they  were  generally  so. 

Question.  During  the  war  not  much  attention  was  paid  to  the  repair  of  bridges,  was 
there  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  a  great  deal,  sir. 

Question.  Has  not  the  outlay  per  year  on  that  account  been  much  larger  than  it  was 
before  the  war  t 

Answer.  It  was  itiuch  heavier  for  the  first  two  or  three  jMrs  after  the  war.  The 
commissioners  were  authorized,  I  think,  by  an  act  of  the  legisrature  passed  in  ld65-'66, 
to  issue  county  notes  to  be  taken  up  in  taxes,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  county 
from  taxation  at  that  particular  time,  at  least  from  too  heavy  taxation  ;  and  a  large 
portion  of  the  bridges  were  built  at  that  time ;  but  still  there  have  been  many  of  them 
that  lyave  been  thrown  on  a  later  period;  so  I  have  notloubt  that  the  expense  has  been 
much  heavier  in  building  of  bridges,  in  consequence  of  the  condition  they  were  left  in 
at  the  termination  of  the  war,  during  all  the  years  of  that  time. 

Question.  Has  the  number  of  your  paupei«  been  greater  since  the  war  than  before  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  the  number  has  increased ;  to  what  extent  I  do  not  r^mem^ 
ber  now. 

Question.  Is  the  public  money  expended  for  the  support  of  pauper  coloi*ed  people  as 
well  as  white  people  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  No  distinction  is  made  T 

Answer,  None,  that  I  ever  heard  of 

Quesfion.  About  how  much  do  you  think  has  been  expended  per  year,  since  the  war 
ended,  for  the  support  of  the  poor  in  Marengo  County  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  yon  an  estimate;  it  was  not  embraced  in  the  duties 
I  was  called  on  t-o  perform.    I  did  not  make  the  examination,  and  couldn't  answer. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  juroi's  being  paid  from  the  county  treasury.;  you  mean  both 
grand  and  petit  juries  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  for  aU  courts  where  juries  are  called  f  , 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Are  they  all  paid  out  of  the  fund  of  fines  and  forfeituiee  T 
Ansicer,  That  was  the  case,  but  an  act  of  the  legislature  was  passed,  perhaps,  at  the 
last  term,  consolidating^  the  funds.   Before  that  act  was  passed,  consolidating  the  fiaee 
and  forfeitures'  fund  with  the  general  county  fund,  jurors'  certificates  had  been  paid 
out  of  the  general  county  fund,  and  not  out  of  that  special  fund. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qusstion.  How  many  courts  have  you  in  Marengo  County  in  which  juriee-are  called  f 
Ajiswer.  Only  the  circuit  i>ourt  now. 

Question.  Has  the  probat^^  court  no  power  to  summon  juries  f 
Ansxcei\  Only  in  special  cases ;  in  contested  wills,  perhaps. 
Question.  Whenever  they  are  called  they  are  paid  from  the  county  treasury  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Your  circuit  court  sits  twice  a  year  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  sits  two  weeks  each  time. 
Question,  Your  jurors  are  paid  how  much  a  day  f 
Answer.  The  regular  jurors,  I  think,  $2  a  day. 
Question.  And  mileage  beside  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  ate  summoned  on  the  grand  jury  f 
Anstoer,  I  think  twenty-four  grand  jurors  are  drawn. 
Question,  How  many  are  necessary  to  constitute  a  grand  jury  t 
Answer.  Fifteen. 

Question.  Your  petit  juries,  of  course,  embrace  twelve  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  State  witnesses,  or  witnesses  called  on  behalf  of  the  State,  nnifioraly 
paid  from  the  county  funds  f 
Answer.  They  were  paid  out  of  the  fines  and  forfeitures  funds  whore  the  State  failed 
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to  convict.  TBe  law  required  the  clerk  to  indorse  on  the  witnesses*  certificates  that  fact, 
and  they  could  then  be  registered  and  x>aid  out  of  the  fines  and  forfeitures  fund. 

Qtiesiion,  Suppose  a  conviction  were  had,  and  the  defendant  was  insolvent  and  not 
able  to  pay  the  fine  and  costs  of  the  prosecution,  were  they  paid  out  of  the  county 
fnndt 

Answer,  They  were  then  paid  out  of  the  fines  and  forfeitures  fund. 

QueeUon,  Was  that,  while  it  existed  as  a  separato  fiind,  adequate  to  the  payment  of 
State  witnesses  T 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  The  costs  then  had  to  be  drawn  from  the  county  treasury  f 

Answer,  Until  the  consolidation  of  that  fund  by  the  act  of  the  last  legislature  there 
was  no  provision  at  all.  If  there  were  not  funds,  we  had  to  wait  indefinitely  until 
there  were  fines  and  forfeitures  enough ;  there  was  no  prospect  of  pay  at  all  until  they 
consolidated  with  the  general  fund. 

Question,  These  arrearages  are  now  presented  and  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  State  witnesses^  certificates,  where  there  was  a  conviction,  were 
chargeable  to  this  fund  after  the  return  of  no  property  against  the  party  convicted,  and 
that  fund  is  now  consolidated,  and  they  are  entitled  to  it.  There  is  a  legal  question 
as  to  whether  or  not  they  are  entitled  to  pay  at  all  under  the  act  of  the  legislatuwi. 

Question,  Has  the  expens|B  of  arresting  and  supporting  criminals  in  jaU — boarding 
them— been  greater  since  the  war  than  it  was  before  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  much  greater.  ^ 

Question.  1  will  ask  you  whether  the  schedule  of  fees  has  not  been'  increased  since  the 
war;  whether  witnesses  and  jurors  are  not  paid  a  higher  per  diem  since  the  war  than 
before? 

Answer,  1  do  not  think  that  jurors  or  witnesses'  pay  has  been  increas^  much.  I  do 
not  remember  now  what  the  difference  is,  if  any. 

Question.  How  is  it  with  the  fees  of  other  officers? 

Answer,  They  have  been  increased  very  largely. 

Question,  What  officers  do  you  refer  to  whose  fees  have  been  increased  very  largely  T 

Ansioer.  Judge  of  probate,  clerks,  and  sherifTs. 

Question.  Is  not  the  expense  of  living  much  greater  since  the  war  than  before  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Necessitating  an  increase  of  salaries  f 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  These  fees  of  clerks^  probate  judge,  and  sberiflb  are  not  drawn  &om  the 
county  treasury,  but  paid  by  litigants  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  But  a  certain  salary  is  paid  these  officers  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  greater  since  the  war  than  before  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  that  has  been  materially  increased. 

Question,  Have  the  fees  of  assessors  and  collectors  been  increased  since  the  war  f 

Ansuwr.  No,  sir ;  I  think  they  are  the  same. 

Question,  Where  work  is  required  to  be  done  on  bridges  and  roads,  is  not  the  ex- 
penae  mnoh  greater  since  the  war  than  before  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  has  increased  50  to  100  per  cent,  the  expense  of  building 
bridges. 

Question,  JJudeT  these  altered  circumstanceSj  then,  judge,  do  you  think  the  sum  of 
eighteen  or  twenty  thousand  dollars  per  year  is  a  very  large  sum  to  deiray  all  of  these 
items  of  expense  that  you  have  enumerated  ? 

Answer,  I  could  not  say ;  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  answer  that  question  un- 
less I  had  made  some  estimate  of  these  matters.  I  do  not  think,  though,  that  would  be 
an  extravagant  sum  for  defraying  all  the  expenses,  when  these  bridges  are  all  built ; 
but  once  built  and  kept  in  repair  the  expense  would  not  be  so  great. 

Question.  And,  I  understand  you,  the  county  expenses  are  diminishing  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  know  about  their  decreasing.  The  county  tax  has  de- 
creased ;  that  is,  the  assessments  do  not  amount  now,  by  many  thousands  of  dollars,  to 
what  they  were  two  or  three  years  ago. 

Question.  Your  assessments  are  proportioned  to  your  expenses,  are  they  not  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  the  expenditures  have  decreased  at  all. 

Question.  Is  your  county  in  debt  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  ^  j 

Question,  How  much  T  Digitized  by  VjOO^ IC 

Answer,  Some  ten  or  twelve  thousand  dollars,  according  to  the  report  of  the  treas- 
urer. 
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By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QueaHon,  The  assessed  taxes  were  not  collected,  I  understood  you  to  say,  by  reason  of 
the  insolvency  of  many  people  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  If  the  delinquencies  could  be  collected,  would  your  county  be  out  of  debt? 

Answer.  I  hardly  think  it  would ;  I  don't  know ;  probably  it  would,  too,  if  all  the 
delinquents  for  the  last  three  or  four  years  paid  up.  I  think  then  the  county  would 
be  out  of  debt. 

Question.  Is  there,  in  your  opinion.  Judge,  any  well-founded  complaint  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  your  county  taxes  have  been  expended  ? 

Anstver.  Well,  yes ;  I  think  there  is  well-founded  complaint,  in  one  respect,  that  a 
very  heavy  amount  for  the  county  has  been  applied  for  the  payment  of  the  circait 
tlerk  and  probate  judge  fee  the  making  up  of  records  that  it  was  the  duty  of  those 
who  held  the  offices  before  to  have  made,  and  for  which,  they  were  paid. 

Question.  But  neglected  to  make  them  up  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QvLsstion.  They  had  to  make  them  up,  had  they  not  T 

Answer,  Well,  it  was  a  matter  for  the  individuals  who  were  likely  to  lose,  for  these 
are  cases  not  where  the  public  was  interested,  but  parties,  and  it  was  their  business  to 
see  to  it,  and  resort  to  the  bonds  of  those  who  held  the  offices  l^efore,  if  they  ueglectt^d 
their  duty.  The  public  could  neither  have  been  prejudiced  nor  beue^ted  by  these 
records. 

Question.  What  records  T 

Answer,  Th^ecords  of  suits  in  the  circuit  court. 

Question.  Complete  records! 

Answc7'.  Records  of  the  administration  of  estates. 

Question.  The  law  requires  these  records  to  be  made,  and  the  previous  officeis  neg- 
lected to  do  their  duty  1  • 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  they  had  been  paid  for  it. 

Question.  And  the  complaint  is  that  their  successors  i>erformed  that  duty  which  their 
predecessors' had  neglected,  and  been  paid  for  from  the  county  treasury  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  which  had  already  been  paid  for,  when  they  had  a  remedy  against 
these  officers  » 

Question.  How  much  do  you  think  has  been  improperly  paid  by  the  county  treasurer 
on  that  account  T 

Answer.  I  think,  according  to  an  estimate  I  made  while  examining  the  revenues  of 
the  county,  about  $8,000.  The  circuit  clerk,  I  think,  received  appropriations  for  the 
amount  of  aboift  $5,000,  and  the  judge  of  probate  between  two  and  three  thousand. 

Question.  Covering  what  period  of  time  I 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  during  what  period,  or  how  far  back  they  went  to  make  up 
the  records ;  I  Suppose,  though,  not  beyond  1865,  the  summer  of  1865,  but  I  cannot 
speak  certainly  as  to  that ;  I  never  examined  those  records  themselves. 

Question,  When  had  this  neglect  to  make  up  those  records  occurred  f 

Answer.  I  am  not  able  to  answer  that. 

Question,  Was  it  during  the  war? 

Anstcer,  I  think  not ;  I  think  mostly  since  the  war. 

Question,  Do  yqu  know  that  to  be  the  case  f 

Answer.  1  suppose  that  to  be  the  case,  but  I  do  not  know  it.  I  never  examined  tliote 
records  myself;  never  saw  the  books  myself.  I  do  not  know  the  fact  xnysell  I  kjiow 
appropriations  were  made  for  the  purpose. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Qu>estion.  You  do  not  know  whether  the  duty  was  performed  f 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Was  is  not  made  by  law  the  imperative  duty  of  the  officers  who  make  up 
these  records  and  had  been  paid  for  it,  to  make  them  upf 

Answer.  They  were  authorized  to  do  so.  I  do  not  remember  now  that  it  was  made 
their  absolute  duty. 

Question,  Would  they  not  have  been  subiect  to  prosecution  if  they  had  not  made  oom- 
plete  records  of  these  administrations,  and  chancery  suits,  &c.  f 

An8U)er.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not.  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  provision  by  which  they 
incurred  any  penalty  by  failing  to  do  so. 

Question,  What  is  the  cause,  in  your  opinion,  of  the  great  depreciation  which  has 
taken  place  in  real  estate  T 

Answer.  The  great  cause  of  it  is  the  difficulty  in  procuring  labor,  mainly,  and  tiw 
inferior  quality  of  the  labor  makes  it  impossible  for  persons  to  make  their  caaitel 
available  to  the  extent  which  they  formerly  did.  ^ 
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Qtiestion.  Was  live  stock  liable  to  be  stolen  before  the  wart 

Answer.  Very  little  of  that  ever  took  place.  There  was  a  great  abundance  of  it  in 
the  coiitoitry. 

Question.  Is  it  not  charged  npon  the  poor  whites  as  well  as  the  negroes,  since  the 
war? 

Answer.  Only  in  comparatively  few  instances,  some  white  persons  have  been  engaged 
in  it,  or  charged  with  it,  at  least. 

Qwbstion,  After  the  war,  for  two  or  three  years,  there  was  very  considerable  destitn- 
tion  among  the  colored  people,  was  there  not? 

Jn«:er.  Not  more  80,1  imagine,  than  at  this  time.  During  the  first  two  or  three 
year**  tliey  hired  themselves,  generally,  and  wherever  they  did  so  it  was  a  part  of  the 
contract  that  they  and  their  &milies  should  be  fed  and  clothed.  I  think  they  are  more 
destitute  now  than  before. 

Question.  Were  they  not,  in  many  cases,  paid  from  the  proceeds  of  the  crop  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  not  they  share  in  the  crop  f 

Ajiswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  not  there  a  failuj^e  of  crops  for  two  years  after  the  war? 

Answer.  The  crops  were  not  first-rate,  but  there  was  nothing  like  an  entire  failure 
here ;  in  fact,  the  crops  in  many  places  in  the  county  wexfd  very  nUr. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QttesHon.  All  the  negroes  who  chose  to  work,  coidd  get  food  and  clothing,  at  any 
rate?  • 

Answer.  They  could  get  employment;  there  has  been  a  great  demand  for  labor,  and. 
there  is,  at  this  time. 

By  the  Chaib&ian: 

Question.  Any  trouble  in  finding  out  the  people  who  steal  this  stock,  and  punishing 
them  ? 

Answer.  Sometimes  there  is ;  sometimes  it  is  impossible  to  find  out  who,  but  in  very 
^eat  many  instances  they  have  been  found  out.  In  one  instance  a  colored  freedmau 
drove  from  my  neighborhood  some  fifteen  or  twenty  head  of  cattle  across  the  river 
into  Mississippi.  1^  was  some  months  before  it  was  ascertained  who  did  it.  The  stock 
was  lost. 

Quf9(ton.  Was  he  punished  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Well,  he  was  not  punished  for  that  particidar  otfenee.  He  stole  a 
horse  in  Mississippi,  and  they  caught  him  there  and  sent  him  to  the  penitentiary  in 
Mississippi,  and  he  is  there  now.  He  has  never  been  punished  for  the  thefb  of  the  stock 
in  this  county. 

Question.  Was  your  county  in  debt  before  the  war  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  During  the  war  did  it  become  in  debt  f 

Answer.  During  the  war,  I  think  the  indebtedness,  if  there  was  any,  did  not  amount 
to  a  great  deal.  The  confederate  money  was  pretty  abundant  here,  and  paid  the  taxes 
aa  well  as  anything  else. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say,  judge,  that  you  heard  the  opening  remarks 
of  Mr.  Jones,  at  his  attempted  speech  there? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  them. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  anything  that  was  inappropriate,  while  you  listened  to  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir^  as  I  remarked,  I  believe,  beiore,  I  heard  nothing  that  I  saw  any 
ground  of  exception  to.  ^ 

Question.  Mr.  Jones  has  been  quite  a  prominent  politician,  for  a  man  of  his  age,  has  he 
not,  in  this  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  has  been  quite  prominent  in  this  part  of  the  State. 

Question,  Was  he  not  elected  mayor  of  your  town  when  he  was  quite  young? 

Atiswcr.  He  was  elected  m^or  of  this  town,  not  of  mine. 

Question.  You  are  living  at  Linden,  I  believe  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question.  He  was  elected  mayor  twice,  here,  was  he  not  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember ;  pvobably  he  was ;  I  know  he  was  once. 

Question.  Was  he  an  elector  on  the  Douglas  ticket  ? 

Ansujer.  1  do  not  remember,  sir.  I  do  not  think  that  he  was,  thouffh.  I  cannot  re 
member  now  as  to  that ;  I  was  not  a  Douglas  man,  and  have  no  recollection  of  it. 

Question.  He  was  an  elector  on  the  Grant  ticket,  in  1866,  was  he  not  ? 

Ansteer.  I  do  not  remember  as  to  that.  I  could  not  say  that  he  was  not,  but  I  !o  not 
remember.  ^ 

Question.  He  is  the  present  State  senator,  is  he  not,  from  this  county  ? 
83  A 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  represents  this  county  and  Hale. 

QuesHon,  He  is  very  well  known  over  the  county,  is  he  notf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  pretty  well  known  in  this  county. 

QumtUm.  Did  you  make  the  remark  to  Mr.  Jones,  at  the  time  you  were  in  the  court- 
house, in  conversation  with  him,  that  you  saw  notning  out  of  the  way  in  his  speech  t 

Anewer,  It  is  quite  probable  I  may  have  stated  to  him  that  as  fiir  as  I  heard  him  I 
did  not  hear  anything  that  I  felt  that  an  opponent  had  any  right  to  object  to. 

QMeelioH*  I  understood  you  to  say  ;^u  were  at  home  when  the  troubles  commenced  f 

Atwwer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  at  my  residence. 

Question.  Subsequently,  while  in  the  court-house,  did  you  tell  Dr.  Jones  that  you 
cared  nothing  for  his  politics,  and  that  he  should  not  be  run  over  by  a  drunken  mob  f 

Answer,  I  did  not  intend  to  make  use  of  those  words.  I  told  him  while  I  was  in  the 
room  that  I  wished  him  distinctly  to  understand  that  I  did  not  ha^ve  any  favor  for  hia 
or  his  politics ;  but  that,  while  I  was  there,  if  it  was  in  my  power  to  prevent  it,  he 
should  not  l)e  hurt. 

QuestUm,  That  he  should  not  be  assailed  f 

Anstcer,  I  do  not  remember  the  exiict  language,  because  when  I  got  there  I  was  like 
many  other  persons,  and  felt,  of  course,  some  little  excitement,  which  prevents  me 
from  remembedng  what  wordjs  I  used ;  but  I  remember  the  substance  of  them :  that  I 
did  not  say  what  you  asked  n^e,  but  I  told  him  I  would  protect  him  as  far  as  1  could, 
even  at  the  hazard  of  my  life.  I  have  seen  men  under  these  excitements  in  mobs  and 
violence,  and  I  know  it  is  not  safe  always  for  a  man  to  interpose,  and  I  felt  so  at  the 
time,  and  I  did  not  feel  very  comfortable,  really,  to  be  there.  I  have  no  desire  to  pat 
myself  in  dangerous  situations,  when  I  can  avoid  it. 

QmsHoh.  I  believe  be  states  in  his  card  that  he  felt  under  some  obligations  for  the 
efforts  you  made  that  day  in  his  behalf,  and  in  attempting  to  keep  the  peace  f 

Answer.  1  did,  for,  beitag  an  old  citizen,  I  felt  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  keep  the 
public  peace. 

Question.  You  do  not  remember  whether  you  referred  to  the  people  on  the  outside  as 
being  iutoxicated  at  that  time  T 

Ansteer.  No,  sir.  I  don't  think  I  said  anytiuBg  about  it,  because  I  had  not  been  there 
with  them,  and  did  not  know.   He  is  mist^lken  as  to  that. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  Dr.  Jones  proposed  to  go  to  the  house  of  his  cousin, 
Mr.  James  W.  Taylor's,  and  you  replied  to  him,  '^  No,  they  will  not  mind  the  women, 
but  will  go  €here  and  kill  you ;  you  will  not  be  safe  there ;  **  or  something  of  that 
kind! 

Answer.  I  fhink^I  told  faim  I  did  not  think  he  would  be  safe  there. 

Questum.  Yon  really  felt,  did  you,  that  his  life  was  in  danger  at  the  time  f 

Answer.  I  did,  and  I  told  him  so.  I  think  #kt  that  pattioular  time  his  life  was  not 
safe,  and  for  the  reason  that  I  have  stated  before,  that  when  men's  passions  get  up 
they  are  very  difficult  to  control. 

Questum,  Mr.  Jones  is  the  present  candidate  on  the  republican  ticket  her^  for  sheriff 
of  this  county  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Your  county  is  quite  strongly  republican,  is  it  notf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  largely  so. 

Question,  About  how  much  minority  at  previous  elections  f 

Answer,  I  suppose  one  or  two  thousand. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  What  number  of  voters  have  you  in  the  county  f 

Answer,  Perhaps  not  quite  as  much  as  that ;  perhaps  seventeen  or  eighteen  hun- 
dred would  be  a  nir  average  vote  here. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  But  the  entire  vote  f 

Answer,  The  entire  vote  of  the  county  is  about  5,600. 

Ques1i4m,  Your  entire  population,  white  and  colored,  about  how  great  T 

Answer,  The  colored  vote,  registered^  I  think,  amounts  to  betweon  three  and  four 
thousand,  perhaps  as  high  as  4,000 ;  it  may  be  a  little  more  than  that.  I  never  m.'^e 
the  caicuk^on.  I  only  give  the  vote,  because  almost  the  entire  white  vote  goes  one 
way.  The  colored  vote  does  not  always.  Always  more  or  less  of  them  vote  the  demo- 
cratic ticket. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Your  entire  population  is,  by  the  census,  96,151 1 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ^-.  I 

Question.  Of  that  the  colored  population  is  20,058  T         Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
Answer,  Yes,  sir.  ^ 
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By  Mr.  Bccklbt  : 

Qyie^tion^  I  undentood  yon  to  say  the  republican  majority  in  previous  elections  was 
about  how  much  f 

An%\x>&r,  I  think  about  seventeen  or  eighteen  hundred  votes ;  U  may  perhaps  run  up 
to  2,000.  .    • 

Question,  How  did  you  hear  the  remark  that*  Mr.  Jones  came  down  there  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  up  a  difficulty  there ;  ftom  whom  did  that  remark  come  f  Was  it  the 
expression  of  the  citizens  there  T 

Anevocr.  I  think  you  misunderstood  me.  I  dkl  not  say  that  of  any  one,  that  he  made 
that  remark.  I  was  told  that  that  was  the  impression  that  they  had,  that  he  came 
down  there  to  make  a  di jftcultv.    I  did  not  hear  tnat  Mr.  Jones  said  that  himself. 

Question,  I  desire,  then,  to  ask  this  question :  What  possible  advantage  did  Mr.  Jones 
hope  to  dbtainjj[»olitical  or  otherwise,  in  a  county  like  Marengo,  where  you  uniformly 
have  about  l,8w  republican  migority,  and  in  which  he  is  the  republican  candidate  for 
sheriff,  by  inciting  or  creating  any  disturbance  of  that  kind  at  Linden  T 

Answer,  I  don't  know  that  Mr.  Jones  intended  anything  of  that  sort.  I  do  not  say 
that  he  intended  it.  I  do  not  know  what  he  might  do.  There  were  but  very  few,  n4 
I  stated,  comparatively  very  few  white  persons.  He  might  possibly  have  thought  it 
was  a  good  opportunity  to  make  a  little  flourish,  and  it  womd,  of  course,  give  him  credit; 
we  here  all  feiow  the  colored  population  enon^  to  know  that,  if  he  bullied  over  tbe 
white  people,  it  would  be  agreeable  to  them.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as 
cbargins  anvthing  of  the  sort  upon  him,  because  I  do  not  know  he  had  any  such  pur- 
pose, but  if  he  had,  that  would  be  the  conclusion  I  would  come  to,  that  he  would  get 
himself  a  little  crcidit,  or  what  would  give  him  a  very  considerable  influence,  and  he 
miffht  possibly  have  had  such  ideas.  I  am  not  speaking  as  to  facts,  though,  but  only 
to  uis  motives. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
Question,  Is  it  not  the  method  employed  by  such  men  to  keep  up  the  republican  ma- 
jority by  keeping  alive  the  bad  feeling  between  the  whites  and  blacks  ? 
Answer,  That  ba^been  my  information,  sir;  that  has  been  my  belief. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question,  Have  yoo  ever  heard  anything  in  Mr.  Jones's  speeches  which  leads  you  to 
think  tiiat  he  is  animated  by  any  such  motive  as  that  T 

Answer,  I  never  heard  any  one  of  his  speeches,  and  never  read  one  of  them,  and  I 
am  not  able  to  answer  as  to  that.  I  only  heard  a  £dw  sentences— that  portion,  as  I  say, 
probably  eight  or  ten  minuteo,  or  it  may  have  been  fifteen ;  and  while  I  was  listening 
to  him  I  did  not  hear  anytUaig  that  thinre  was  any  just  ground  for  a  person  opposed  to 
him  in  polities  to  take  exception  to. 

Quesiion,  Mr.  Jones  was  bom  in  this  county  T 

Answer,  Tes,  sir;  I  have  known  hkn  ever  since  be  was  a  child. 

Question,  Always  been  identified  with  the  interests  of  this  county  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    He  has  xm>  interests  anywhere  else,  that  I  know*  - 

By  the  Chairman  : 
QuesMon,  He  was  a  slav^iolder  belEbre  the  war,  was  he  not  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  an  owner ;  T  know  he  held  them ; 
whether  by  right  of  his  wife  or  his  own  righit  I  do  not  know. 

By  Mr.  Bucklbt: 

Question,  He  works  freedmen  now  T 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir.  • 

QuesUon,  In  the  relation  which  exists  between  the  planter  and  freedmen  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiion,  Do  you  think  that  those  persons  who  imputed  to  him  that  motive  of  going 
down  there  to  create  a  disturbance  imputed  that  motive  to  him  upon  their  belief  that 
•he  was  to  gain  anything  by  keeping  up  agitation  and  bad  feeling  between  the  races 
heieT 

Answer,  I  think  probabfy  they  did.  I  do  not  know  as  to  what  other  men  think.  I 
can  only  form  my  own  opinion.  I  think  they  looked  at  it  that  Mr.  Jones— well,  sir, 
from  what  I  heard  men  say,  they  did  not  think  Mr.  Jones  cares  any  more  about  freed- 
men than  they  did ;  perhaps  not  so  much,  but  that  he  anticipates  that  he  will  advance 
his  schemes  by  obtaining  and  keeping  up  a  great  influence  for  political  position ;  that 
is  their  idea,  but  that  he  is  very  indinerent  to  them. 

Question,  The  people  ^ink,  do  they  not,  that  he  is  honest  in  his  convictions  and 
jmrty  affiliations  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  believe  many  of  them  do,  to  answer  tha^  question  franklv.  ^Ip 

,     By  the  Chairxan  :  ^ 

Question,  He  used  to  be  a  democrat  in  good  standing  f 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was^  very  good  democrat,  and  they  liked  him  very  well  as  a 
democrat.  v 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  His  speeches  were  spoken  of  in  quite  high  terms  when  he  was  a  democratic 
speaker  in  this  county  f 
•  Answer,  Yes,  sir.  / 

Qnestion^  He  was  then  regarded  as  a  young  man  of  considerable  ability  and  promise* 

Answer,  They  thought  he  was  right  sprightly,  but  not  a  man  of  extraordinary  ability. 
I  never  heard  any  one  express  that  opinion. 

Question,  tMd  you  hear  the  remarks  of  Judge  J.  Q.  Smith  on  yesterday  addressed  to 
the  grand  jury  at  the  time  it  made  its  report  upon  the  occtirrence  in  Linden  a  few 
weeks  ago?  *  • 

Ansioer,  No,  sir;  I  was  not  in  the  court-room  at  the  time  the  grand  jury  made  their 
presentment. 

Question.  Is  it  in  your  information  that  the  judge  stated  in  his  remarks  that  Mr. 
Jones  could  not  get  up  a  difficulty  by  himself  alone  T 

Answer,  1  am  not  able  to  answer,  because  I  was  not  present.  I  do  not  know  what  he 
said  on  that  occasion* 

Question.  You  did  not  hear  that  the»  judge  made  the  remark  that  the  whole  afiEair 
was  very  disgraceful  to  the  citizens  there  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  did  not.  I  heard  no  comment  at  all  in  reference  to  his  charge  to 
the  grand  jury  wnen  he  was  impaneling  them,  or  when  he  received  their  presentment. 
I  heard  a  portion  of  his  charge  to  the  grand  jury,  but  it  was  altogether  in  relation  to 
misdemeauors.  I  did  not  get  into  the  court-room  until  after  he  commenced,  and  if  he 
said  anythipg  in  reference  to  that  occurrence,  it  was  before  I  got  in.  I  did  not  hear 
him  till  after  the  grand  jury  made  their  returns. 

Question.  What  is  the  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  at  the  present  time  in  this 
county  ? 

Answet\  1  cannot  remember  just  at  this  time  what  it  is  valued  at  according  to  the 
assessment.  ' 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  about  what  the  assessment  is  per  acre  on  real  estate  here  t 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not.  The  assessments  vary  in  the  different  portions  of  the 
county.  The  assessor  is  required  to  put  a  valuation  on  the  land ;  he  is  clothed  with 
authurity  b^  the  legislature  to  value  each  man's  laud.  The  county  commissioners  sit 
as  an  equabzation  board,  and  they  value  lands  in  one  part  of  the  county,  take,  say,  one 
township ;  they  fix  a  general  rate,  and  if  there  be  any  lands  in  that  that  are  shown  to 
be  superior  in  value  to  others,  thev  fix  that  value.  They  are  not  governed  by  a  gen- 
eral rate ;  they  make  the  holder  oi  that  land  pay  a  proportionate  tax;  they  value  it 
higher  and  make  him  pay  a  tax  according  to  its  actual  valuation ;  the  other  portions 
of  the  county  the  board  will  fix ;  for  one  in  one  part  of  the  conntv  fix  the  rate  at  ten, 
another  at  six,  another  at  three  dollars,  and  even  down  as  low  as  $1  25,  which  I  Uunk 
is  about  the  low^t  they  ever  value  lands. 

Question.  Has  any  portion  of  the  county  tax  been  paid  for  the  purohaae  of  a  poor- 
farm  in  this  county  since  the  warf 

Answer.  Not  since  the  war,  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Has  any  portion  of  the  income  from  county  taxation  been  paid  for  the 
repair  and  building  of  a  court-house  since  the  warf 

Answer.  No,  sir,  none  paid ;  there  has  been  an  appropriation  made  but  not  yet  paid. 
There  was  an  appropriation  of  f  300  made  since  the  war  for  inclosing  the  ground  around 
the  court-fiouse,  but  not  for  buUding. 

Question,  Was  the  eloiftion  held  for  determining  the  site  of  the  court-house  paid  for 
from  countv  funds  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  whether  it  was  or  not.  I  never  made  any  examinatiqii  into 
that  particular  matter. 

Question.  That  question,  I  believe,  was  submitted  to  the  people  of  this  county  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  From  what  you  know  from  a  long  residence  in  .this  county,  do  you.  think 
a  republican  is  safe,  in  all  portions  of  the  county,  in  advocating  his  political  sent!* 
meats  f 

Answer,  That  would  depend  altogether  on  the  manner  in  which  he  does  it.*  If  he 
does  it  fairly  and  openly,  without  inculcating  ideas  that  are  deemed  t-o  have  a  ten- 
dency to  produce  disturbance,  I  think  so.  There  is  a  republican  in  this  county— thece 
are  some  few,  but  not  a  great  many— but  there  is  one  that  had  lived  in  this  coan^  for 
several  years,  and  has  not  been  disturbed,  that  I  know  of.  I  could  not  say  posftnrely 
tbat  he  lias  not  been,  but  I  do  not  know  any  fact  of  that  kind  within  my  own  knowl- 

By  the  Chairman  :  •  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 

Question.  How  many  white  republicans  are  there  in  the  county  f  « 
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*  Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  are  more  than  half  a  dozen  that  I  know.  I  can 
mentipn  the  names  of  those  that  I  know  that  are  republicans.  I  do  not  think  there 
are  many. 

Q^iestioii,  What  was  the  size  of  the  crowd  at  the  conrt-honse  at  the  time  Mr.  Jones 
took  refuge  for  protection  inside  of  the  building  T 

Aneicer.  When  I  got  there  I  do  not  think  that  there  could  possibly  have  been  move 
than  forty  white  persons.  I  did  not  think  there  were  that  many ;  there  might  possi- 
bly have  been  that  many,  and  I  think  that  there  were  at  the  time  may  be  from  one 
hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  negroes  there.  A  great  many  negroes,  when  this 
disturbance  took  place,  hastened  away.  I  met  a  number  of  them  when  I  got  intoithe 
street.  I  do  not  think  there  were  more  Ihan  one  hundred  and  fifty  colored  persons, 
and  not  exceeding  forty,  I  should  think  thirty,  white  persons. 
Question,  Were  they  generally  armed  J 

Awtwer,  I  did  not  see  but  two  or  three  persons  with  arms  exposed.  I  saw  one  man, 
I  do  not  remember  who,  who  had  a  ^un,  but  I  saw  one  white  man  with  a  gun,  and  one 
man  with  a  hatchet  in  one  hand  and  a  knife  in  the  other. 

QuestUm.  Is  it  your  information  that  the  whites  were  armed  generally  f 
Answer,  I^ave  no  doubt  that  at  the  time  most  of  them  had  pistols, 
QuesHan,  Were  many  of  them  under  the  influence  of  stimulants  f 
Answer,  I  think  probably  half  a  dozen  or  more  were,  but  not  more  than  six  or  eight 
at  the  time.    I  do  not  think  there  was  at  any  time,  on  that  day,  more  than  six  or 
eight  persons  who  were  under  undue  influence. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Do  you  think  these  colored  people  left  from  an  apprehension  of  danger  ? 

Anstrer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  opinion. 

Qtiestion,  They  lefb  the  court-house  immediately  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir.  I  do  not  know  why  they  did ;  but  the  negroes  are,  a  great  many 
of  them,  very  timid,  and  at  the  least  indications, of  that  sort  they  will  gefc  out. 

Question,  Were  you  acquainted  with  the  most  of  these  thirty  or  forty  white  i)eople 
who  were  there?'  ^ 

Answer.  I  imagine  I  knew  most  of  them.  I  think  there  were  two  or  three  there  I 
did  not  know. 

Question.  From  what  you  saw  at  the  opening  of  the  meeting,  and  the  appearance  of 
the  crowd,  do  you  think*  those  white  men  came  there  to  listen  to  Mr.  Jones's  speech,  or 
do  you  think  they  came  there  to  disturb  the  meeting  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  saw  nothing  to  indvce  me  to  believe  there  was  any  intention  to 
disturb  the  meeting.  .  It  had  been  spoken  of,  some  day  or  two  before  that,  as  probable 
tliat  there  i^ould  be  a  large  number  of  colored  people.  A  much  larger  number  of  col- 
ored people  were  expected  there  than,  according  to  my  judgment,  were  there.  I  do 
net  think  there  were  outside  of  two  hundred  and  fifty,  not  much  over  that ;  some  said 
&ve  hundred,  but  I  think  not  over  two  hundred  and  fifty. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Do  you  think  the  white  persons  came  there  honestly  intending  to  be  indoc- 
trinated in  republican  principles  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  they  had  any  idea  of  any  such  thing. 

Question,  Do  you  think  they  came  from  curiosity,  to  hear  what  a  republican  speaker 
would  say  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  they  came  there  on  that  account.  I  do  not  think 
they  camd  at  all  on  account  of  the  meeting ;  they  came  for  other  purposes. 

Question,  1  mean  those  together  at  the  court-house. 

Answer,  I  do  not  suppose  they  went  over  there  on  that  account. 

Question,  Were  they  people  who  live  in  the  county-seat.  Linden,  or  from  the  buv- 
rounding  country  t 

Answer.  Those  who  were  making  the  noise  there  lived  out  in  the  country,  one  of 
them  some  twelve  or  fifteen  miles.    I  think  he  was  there  the  evening  before. 

Question,  These  men  were  all  democrats  that  were  making  this  violent  demon- 
stration t 

Answer.  They  were  all  democrats.  I  do  not  think  there  was  a  white  republican 
there  except  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Drake. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  Were  these  persons  men  of  property  T 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  they  were  men  of  much  property.  One  of  them  owned  some 
property,  not  mufih,  though. 

By  the  Chairman :  ^g.^.^^^  .^ GoOqIc 

Question,  Were  they  lawless  men,  and  so  regarded  f  ^  ^ 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  they  were  so.    I  never  heard  of  their  being  so. 
Question,  Were  they  men  of  fair  average  respectability  in  the  community  t 
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Answer.  Yee,  sir ;  thoy  were  yonng  men,  and  soiDetimes  took  liquor,  and  occa- 
sionally got  into  sprees,  and  did  like  yonug  men  iu  this  country  have  done  since 
the  war. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  You  think  they  sot  on  a  spree  that  day  T 
Answer.  They  were  somewnat  on  a  spree  that  day. 

By  the  OhaIbman  : 

Question,  Do  the  yonn^  men  generally  go  armed  iu  this  country  T 

Amswer,  Yes,  sir.  I  think  it. is  a  general  practice;  it  is  a  practice  that  is  very  general 
all  over  this  country  noiy. 

Question,  Is  that  practice  denounced  or  atten^pted  to  be  put  down  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of;  almost  every  nfan  in  this  country,  ev^ry  young  man, 
and  a  croat  many  of  the  older  ones,  carries  weapons  daily,  and  they  have  done  so  for 
several  years. 

Qtiestion.  Is  it  from  a  sense  of  insecurity  f 

Answer.  I  imagine  so.    I  take  it  that  that  is  the  cause  of  it. 

Question.  What  conditions  are  there  in  the  community  rendering,  in  your  opinion, 
the  carrying  of  fir^-arms  by  the  white  youn^  meu  of  the  country  necessary  t 

Answer.  There  is  a  genenJ-  feeling  everywhere  in  this  country  that  there  is  a  dispo- 
sition to  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  colored  population  toward  the  whites ;  the  people 
think  that  the  negro  believes  that  he  is  entitled  t«,  and  ought  to  have,  the  lands  and 
other  property  in  this  country  to  the  exclusion  of  the  whites.  That  is  the  feeling,  I 
know,  of  a  great  many  white  persons  ;  they  believe  it. 

Question.  Did  not  this  same  class  of  young  men  carry  fire-arms  before  the  war  T 

A  uHwer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  before  the  war  very  few  persons  carried  fire-arms.  Those 
who  did  it  were  men  of  rather  turbulent  character,  bullies. 

Question.  How  do  the  colored  people  behave  themselves  T 

Answer.  Generally  very  well  in  this  count  v. 

Qne.ition.  Peaceably,  quietly,  and  ordcrlv  t 

Answer.  We  have  satisfied  ourselves  uutn  the  last  few  months  that  we  had  the  most 
peaceable  and  quiet  county  in  the  State. 

Question,  Ancl  yet  your  young  men  deemed  it  necessary  to  carry  fire-arms,  notwith- 
standing that  belief  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  have  been  no  outbreaks.  No  such  manifestations  that  I  know 
•of. 

By  Mr.  Bucklht  :  ^ 

Question.  Your  planters  regard  the  colored  men  as  good  laborers  as  they  can  get,  do 
tht'y  not  ?  4 

Ansirer,  Yes,  sir ;  there  have  been  great  competition  among  them  to  get  them* 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Do  they  prefer  them  greatly  to  white  men  on  their  plantations  T 
Answer.  According  to  the  specimens  of  white  men  we  have  here  I  suppose  they 
would.    If  they  could  get  such  white  laborers  as  they  have  in  many,  portions  of  the 
United  States  they  would  rather  have  white  labor,  but  we  do  not  get  them ;  that  clasis 
does  not  come  here. 

.    By  Mr  Buckley  : 
Question.  The  general  conduct  of  the  negroes  in  this  community  or  count>-  has  been 
good,  has  it  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  there  has  been  no  great  complaint  of  it  recently. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qupntion,  From  what  does  the  feeling  of  insecurity  among  the  white  people  arise  I 
.  Answer.  1%  arises  in  a  great  measure  from  the  fact  that  they^  are  an  ignorant  and  im- 
pnbive  class,  and  a  very  slight  circumstance  would  at  any  time  produce  an  outbreak 
with  them :  that  is  one  cause  •f  it.  No  man  feels  at  all  times  secure,  as  a  little  circum- 
stance might  happen ;  their  disposition,  that  they  have  manifested  from  the  outset,  is 
whenever  there  has  been  any  diflBculty  with  a  white  man  for  the  negroes  to  band 
tbem.selves  together  against  the  whites  ;  that  is  the  reason  men  have  felt  insecure. 

Question.  Is  there  any  distrust  felt  by  the  people  generally  of  the  counsels  given  to 
the  negroes  by  their  white  loaders  f 

Ansirer.  Well,  yes. 

^Me^fioM.  The  white  leaders. of  the  blacks?  * 

Ansiccr.  Yes,  sir;  they  hear  from  negroes  that  they  are  told  things  that  are  consid- 
ered as  likely  to  tend  to  the,  injury  of  the  whites.  For  instance,  they  have  heard  now, 
an  I  ha^-e  been  informed,  that  Mr.  Jones  has  coimseled  the  laboring  or  colored  popula- 
tion not  to  work  for  the  white  people,  or  make  crops  for  them.    They  say  he  tells  thrm 
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if  they  will  not  make  any  crops  that  the  white  people  have  no  money  to  pay  their 
taxes,  and  that  if  they  caimot  pay  their  taxes  their  lands  will  be  sold«  and  then  they 
can  bay  them  cheaply.  That  is  What  I  have  heard.  I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Jones  does 
any  such  thing  as  that. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Do  yon  really  believe  Mr.  Jones  ever  made  such  a  remark  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Yon  know  Mr.  Jones  very  well  f 

Answer.  I  know  him  very  well,  and  I  say  I  think  he  is  a  little  nnscmpnlons  when  it 
comes  to  canvassing.    At  the  same  time  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  any  jnst  right  to 
say  that  I  onght  to  believe  snch  a  thing.    I  do  not  care  to  go  into  Mr.  Jones's  charao-  . 
ter  unless  I  am  specially  interrogated  as  to  that. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Not  speaking  of  Mr.  Jones  particularly  f 

Answer.  I  merely  mentioned  him  as  an  illustration ;  not  that  he  said  so,  bnt  that 
these  facts  are  reported  as  having  been  instilled  into  the  minds  of  the  negroes, 
whether  Mr.  Jones  ever  said  it  or  not,  that  leads  those  who  hear  it  to  believe  that  be 
is  pnrsning  that  course,  or  at  least  they  get  these  ideas  from  some  one,  and  it  is  injuri- 
ous to  the  coant37. 

Question,  The  negroes  get  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Bve^ihing  depends  cm  our  agricultural  labor,  and  whatever  pro- 
vents  them  from  laboring  for  the  white  people  is  injurious  to  the  country.  I,  perhaps, 
onght  not  to  have  mentioned  Mr.  Jones's  name ;  I  do  not  know  that  he  ever  said  it ; 
bnt  they  hear  that  these  things  were  said  to  the  negro. 

Question.  And  the  negroes  said  Mr.  Jones  said  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Did  any  negro  ever  tell  you  Mr.  Jones  said  that  f 

Aiiswer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  have  any  conversation  with  negroes  except  about  my  own 
business. 

By  Mr.  Blair  :  / 

Question.  Is  it  not  known -publicly  in  this  community  that  Mr.  Jones  does  busy  him- 
eeli  in  interfering  between  the  employers  and  the  emplo^ds  T 

Answer.  I  never  have  heard  that  he  has  done  anythmg  of  the  sort.  I  only  have 
heard,  as  I  say,  that  he  tells  these  negroes  that  the  way  for  them  to  get  land— that 
they  ought  to  have  land  and  mules— and  the  way  to  get  them  is  to  not  work  for  the 
white  people  or  make  any  crops  for  them,  and  they  would  be  bound  to  sell  their  lands ; 
that  they  could  not  pay  their  taxes,  and  then  the  negroes  could  buy  them.  No  negro 
ever  told  me  that,  for  I  do  not  permit  them  to  talk  to  me  about  white  persons. 

Question.  Has  he  not  stated  in  his  public  speeches  that  the  negroes  do  not  get  enough 
wages  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  It  seems  to  me  that  I  have  heard  that,  but  I  cannot  testify 
to  that. 

Question.  Does  he  not  make  speeches  in  fav<»>  of  the  negroes  colonizing  in  Kansas? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  so,  but  1  have  never  heard  him  make  such  a  speech. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  has  a  scheme  of  that  kind,  wnich  he  is  exten- 
sively agitating  f 

Answer.  I  know  this,  that  the  negroes,  many  of  them  in  my  neighborhood,  had  a 
very  strong  idea  of  going  to  Kansas  at  one  time,  were  quite  high  up  in  the  notion  of 
going  to  Kansas,  and  they  had  understood  that  Mr.  Jones  said  they  could  get  land 
there  free. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Under  the  homestead  act  he  meant  T 

Anstcer.  I  suppose  that  was  the  idea.  I  did  not  hear  what  act,  but  they  were  very 
much  in  the  notion  at  one  time. 

By  Mr.  Blair-: 

Question.  Now,  dropping  the  particular  reference  to  Mr.  Jones  and  his  action,  is  it 
not  a  fact  that  the  white  leaders  of  the  negroes  instill  these  ideas  of  hostility  in  the  ne- 
groes' minds  against  the  white  population  generally  f 

Answer.  It  has  been  done,  no  doubt,  but  I  cannot  state  that  anything  more  has  been 
(lone  in  that  way  than  I  have  already  stated.  As  far  as  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Drake  (who 
are  the  most  influential  men  among  them  in  this  county)  are  concerned,  I  do  not  know 
what  either  of  them  say  to  them  beyond  these  facts.  I  tell  you  I  nevei  allow  any 
colored  person  to  talk  to  me  about  any  white  person.  I  get  no  information  from  them. 
I  only  derive  it  from  other  persons^    I  know  that  is  the  impression.    I  know  the  white 
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people  here  do  believe  that  those  gentlemen  talk  to  the  negroes  in  a  way  to  excite  luw- 

tility ;  whether  they  do  or  not  I  do  not  know. 

/    Question.  It  is  this  impression  whioh  induces  the  white  pec^le  to  carrv  anas? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  do  not  know  at  what  moment  they  might  need  them. 

Question.  It  is  the  apprehension  excited  by  these  people  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chaikmai?  : 
Question.  Have  there  been  any  risings  of  the  colored  people  to  warrant  any  snch 
belief  as  that  T      ' 
Answer.  None  that  I  know  of  nntil  recently.    Thev  have  at  times  made  threats ;  we 
.  hear  every  now  and  then  of  threats  they  make  of  what  they  are  going  to  do,  but  as  to 
any  actual  demonstration,  I  do  not  know  of  any  acts.    It  has  been  but  a  week  or  two 
since  hearing  that  in  McKinley,  in  the  eastern  part  of  this  county,  a  large  number  of 
negroes  gathered,  expecting  Mr.  Jones  to  bo  there ;  a  good  many  of  them  came  armed, 
four  or  five  hundred ;  they  did  not  come  to  the  place,  but  within  a  mile  or  two  of  the 
place,  in  martial  array ;  by  efforts  made  by  some  gentlemen  there;  they  were  indnced 
to  go  away  without  coming  into  the  place  with  their  arms.  * 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  that  after  the  occurrence  at  Linden,  where  Mr.  Jones's  meeting  was 
broken  up  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  A  paper  was  given  to  me  to  give  to  General  Crawford,  supposing 
he  was  here,  by  Judge  Manpin,  judge  of  probate ;  it  purports  to  be  a  petition,  but 
General  Crawford  hSdi  left,  and  I  did  not  give  it  to  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Was  it  reported  that  the  colored  people  went  to  this  place  where  Mr.  J<»ice 
was  to  speak  armed  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  protect  him  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  did  not  hear  that  they  threatened  anything  beyond  that. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Mr.  Jones  had  an  appointment  to  speak  at  that  time  f 
Answe^.  Yes,  sir,  he  had ;  I  cannot  speak  anything  about  it  exc^t  £rom  hearsay. 
Hero  is  a  copy  of  a  petition  which  was  sent  to  Judge  Smith,  and  which  was  intended 
for  General  Crawford,  [producing  paper.  ]    I  do  notknow  whether  it  is  proper  for  me  to 
introduce  it.       . 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Does  it  give  offense  to  the  white  people  of  this  county  that  any  leader  of 
the  blacks,  or  any  one  who  has  influence  over  their  actions,  should  advise  them  for  their 
own  ^ood  to  emigrate  to  another  country  where,  under  the  homestead  law,  they  can 
acquire  homes  of  their  own  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  never  heard  but  one  expression  in  relation  to  that,  and  that  was, 
that  those  who  wished  to  go  they  would  be  very  glad  they  would  leave.  The  idea  is 
that  if  the  negroes  would  all  go  away  a  much  better  population  would  come  in  and 
take  their  place. 

Q%iesiion.  So  that  yon  regard  the  preaence  of  the  colored  people  here  a  real  evil,  and 
would  be  ^ad  to  get  rid  of  them  T 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  we  would  be  better  off  without  them. 

Question.  And  that  is  the  general  sentiment  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  pretty  much  so ;  at  least  it  is  the  sentiment  of  the  larger  portion. 

Question.  While  they  are  here  you 

Answer.  While  they  are  here  we  must  do  the  best  we  can. 

Question*  But  the  planters  prefer  their  labor  to  thie  whites  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  to  such  whites  as  we  have  had  here. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  parties  who  signed  that  paper  t 

Ansu>€r.  I  know  some  of  them  ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  circumstances; 
this  was  handed  to  me  to  be  given  to  General  Crawford  by  Judge  Maupin  j  it  was  a 
petition  ;  the  original  he  kept. 

Question.  Judge  Manpin  kept  the  original  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Blair.  I  would  like  to  have  that  incorporated  in  the  witness's  testimony. 

The  petition  is  as  follows : 

I*  To  the  honorables  J.  Q.  Smith,  judge  of  circuit  courty  JR.  L.  Maupin,  judge  of  probate  court, 

of  Marengo  County  :  C^  r\r\r 

"  We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  McKinley  and  vicinity,  d^&ngS  abide  by  and 
protect  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  request  you,  as  conservators  of  the  peace,  to 
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t^e  sacb  steps  as  you  may  think  necessary^  to  prevent  a  riot  at  MoKioley,  on  Satnr* 
tlay  next,  which  your  petitioners  have  good  reason  to  believe  will  take  place,  unlew  pre- 
vented by  the  legal  officers  of  the  State  and  county. 

"T.  N.  McMnxAN.  Chas.  S.  Wood. 

"  S.  8.  KmG.  Eugene  McCaa. 

"Jno.  B.  Edwards.  H.  A.  Woolp. 

"R.  L.  Steele.  James  O.  Fttts. 

"Jno.  B.  Rains.  A.  J.  Wynne. 

"  Thos.  J.  Foster.  W.  J.  Puowell. 

"W.  R.  FoRNiss.  Levi  W.  Reeves. 

\  "  W.  T.  Abrahams.  S.  H.  Bartlett. 

"  Jas.  L.  Edwards.  W.  P.  Kittrkll." 

"  E.  a.  Steele. 

Question,  Do  yon  know  many  of  the  signers  of  this  petition  f 

Answer,  I  do. 

QuesUon.  Are  they  men  of  good  character  and  standing  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesiioH,  Is  there  any  intimidation  employed  i^inst  black  men,  by  men  of  their 
color,  to  prevent  them  from  voting  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Ansvoer,  I  never  saw  any ;  they  have  voted  at  every  precinct  I  have  been  at.  Since 
1865, 1  have  happened,  on  two  or  three  occasions,  to  be  at  elections  away  from  my  own, 
and  I  never  saw  any  intimidation ;  and  I  know  there  has  been  none  at  the  precinct  at 
which  I  live.  They  vote  there,  and  they  vote  sometimes  pretty  largely  in  opposition 
to  the  democratic  party,  in  favor  of  the  republican  ticket.  They  vote  very  largely 
there  sometimes. 

Question,  Yon  did  not  understand  my  question,  which  was,  have  you  ever  known 
black  men  who  wanted  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  to  be  intimidated  by  men  of  their 
gwn  color,  and  prevented  from  voting  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  that  I  know  of  anything  of  that,  but  I  know  they  have  fre^ 
quently  said  they  were  threatened  by  oth^  colored  men  that  if  they  did  not  vote  with 
them  they  would  kill  them. 

Question,  You  have  heard  negroes  say  so  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  only-Know  what  they  said  about  it.  I  never  he^d  any  threat 
at  all,  and  I  never  saw  anything  of  the  sort; 

Qtiestion,  You  only  know  firom  what  the  negroes  themselves  teU  you  f 

Answer,  What  they  say;  they  say  they  have  been  threatened  their  lives  if  they 
voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  that  many  of  them  would  prefer  to  vote  with  the  white 
|)heople  in  whom  they  have  confidence,  and  with  whom  they  have  had  relations  ever 
since  their  birth,  ratner  than  vote  for  tne  republican  party,  if  allowed  to  do  so  without 
feart 

Answer,  I  could  not  say ;  I  do  not  kndw  that  a  great  many  of  them  do,  within  my 
knowledge.  There  are  some  who  have  voted  the  democratic  ticket  from  1865  reg- 
ularly on,  and  they  have  been  a  good  deal  abused,  but  still  they  vote  the  democratic 
ticket.  There  may  be  a  few  who  would  vote  it,  but  I  think  the  great  iq|^ority  of  them 
would  vote  the  republican  ticket.  Some  of  them^  perhaps,  mignt  vote,  some  of  them 
do  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  O^course,  they  think  it  is  to  their  interest  to  do  ao  in 
this,  that  they  can  g^et  employment ;  to  carry  favor  with  their  employers  some  of  them 
may  do  so,  but  I  thiuk  the  great  majority  of  them  prefer  to  vote  for  the  republican 
ticket,  as  far  as  is  within  my  knowledge. 

Question,  Jfi  it  not  deemed  essential  by  such  leaders  as  Jones  to  keep  the  negroes  in 
a  fever  state  of  excitement,  and  of  animosity  against  the  whites,  in  order  to  got  them 
to  vote  the  republican  ticket  f 

Answer,  1  think  so.  I  am  led  to  that  opinion  from  the  fact  that  it  has  never  been 
customary  for  candidates  for  county  offices  in  this  county  to  canvass  the  county  pub- 
licly, to  make  public  speeches  when  there  are  no  political  elections  to  take  place,  and 
that  leads  me  to  the  opinion  that  his  object  in  making  these  public  8})eeches  was  to 
excite  them,  to  make  them  more  zealously  in  favor  of  the  republican  party. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Do  you  not  think  that  the  negro,  if  let  alone  and  uninfluenced  by  anybody, 
would,  a»  a  matter  of  principle,  or,  if  not  of  principle,  of  instinct,  always  vote  tne 
republican  ticket  if  his  will  or  action  was  not  inflaenced  by  his  employers  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  so.  I  think  that  if  they  were  let  alone,  their  interest 
being  identified  generally  with  that  of  the  white  persons,  they  would,  as  a  general 
thin^,  look  to  the  white  man  for  counsel  and  vote  according  to  his  ftdvice.  I  know 
that  is  the  case  generallv  where  they  have  much  confidence,  when  they  are  with  a 
white  man  in  whose  employment  they  are.  -^ 
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Question.  Have  yon  beard  that  the  black  race,  if  the  demoonUdo  party  acquire  the 
Bupremacy  again,  would  be  redaoed  to  slavery  ? 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  that  they  huve  been  told  so. 

Question,  Is  not  that  their  belief,  that  iUeix  oontlnaed  fireedom  is  dependent  on  the 
ascendency  of  the  republican  party? 

Angicer,  I  think  that  is  the  belief  of  a  great  many  of  them,  the  ignorant,  the  moie 
ignorant  ones. 

Question.  Believing  that,  would  they  not,  aa  a  matter  of  principle,  vote  the-republicaa 
ticket  f 

Answer,  Certainly  they  would.  If  they  believed  that  if  the  democratic  party,  if  it 
got  into  power,  would  put  them  back  into  slavery,  they  would  vote  the  republican 
ticket. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Is  this  one  of  the  falsehoods  that'is  made  use  of  to  induce  them  to  vote  the 
republican  ticket  t 

Answer,  1  have  heard  that  that  is  so.  I  have  heard  it  ever  since  1865.  That  has  been 
one  of  the  arguments  used  with  them  to  induce  them  to  adhere  to  the  republican  party, 
tbat  if  the  democrats  got  into  power  they  would  put  them  back  into  slavery. 

Question,  Does  it  irritate  the  white  people  in  thi^  country  to  have  demagogues  going 
around  uttering  these  falsehoods  to  the  ne^^roes  f 

Ansicer.  Tbat  is  one  of  the  causes  of  their  excitability,  or  being  so  easily  stirred  up. 

Question,  That  is  one  cause  of  irritation  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  one  cause  of  irritation. 

Question.  That  men  who  really  have  no  interest  in  the  negroes,  have  never  shown 
any  interest  in  them,  should  pretend  to  this  immense  desire  to  prevent  their  being 
reduced  to  slavery  by  a  party  which  has  no  idea  of  doing  it  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Is  it  not  your  opinion  that  the  belief  is  almost  universal,  among  the  colored 
people,  that  the  democratic  party  has  assumed  a  position  of  hostility  to  the  colored 
man's  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise,  and  does  not  that  belief,  more  than  anything 
else,  bind  the  colored  men  together  and  cause  them  to  vote  the  republican  ticket  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know.  I  think  it  is  quite  probable  that  many  of  the  negrses 
think  that  their  interest  is  bound  up  with  the  republican  party,  but  as  long  as  they 
can  get  advice  Arom  one  they  deem  to  be  a  republican  they  will  not  ask  nor  receive 
advice  from  those  who  live  here,  nor  pay  any  attention  to  any  aigument  that  is  used 
to  them. 

Question.  Are  you  not  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  colored  man  had  confidence  in  ttie 
democratic  party,  that  it  would  not  interfere  with  the  elective  franchise,  they  would 
accept  of  the  advice  of  their  democratic  employers  and  others  ? 

Aimccr,  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  answer  that  question.  My  own  opinion  about  it 
is  simply  this:  that  the  negroes  generally  are  hostile  in  feeUug  toward  the  white  people 
of  the  South. 

Question.  You  do  not  mean  that  they  personally  are  hostile  ? 

Answer.  1  mef^n  that  there  is  a  feeling ;  they  have  a  general  animosity ;  personally 
every  negro,  perhaps,  likes  some  white  man,  but  ho  has  a  general  hostility  toward  the 
white  p'^ople  of  the  South,  and  as  long  as  this  exci^ment  is  kept  up  no  land  of  t.reat- 
meut  by  the  white  people  here  can  break  that  hostile  feeling  down ;  and  that  is  the 
reason  why  the  people  of  the  South  here  generally  believe  that  if  they  were  let  alone, 
and  no  excitement,  nothing  tenduig  to  excite  them,  that  feeling  would  subside,  and 
they  would  get  an  influence  over  them  which  they  think  they  ought  toiiave.  They 
have  lived  hero  Ivith  them,  and  they  employ  them,  and  are  the  best  friends  they  have, 
and  they  ought  to  have  some  influence  over  them.  But  the  n^rro  has  been  led  to 
believe  that^  if  the  white  people  here  had  the  power,  they  would  put  them  back  into 
slavery,  and  if  the  democratic  party  get  into  power  they  would  put  them  back  ;  th»e- 
fore  this  animosity  is  kept  up. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  they  entertain  this  animosity,  in  your  opinion,  from  the  fiict  thai  the 
colored  race  have  been  for  generations  enslaved  in  the  Southern  States  T 

Ansiver.  Many  of  them  do. 

QueMion.  And  regard  it  as  a  wrong  T 

Answei\  Yes,  sir ;  they  think  they  have  been  kept  in  slavery,  except  a  few  old  ones 
formerly  free. 

Question.  They  held  this  sentiment  before  the  war  ? 

Anstvcr.  Their*  state  was  such  that  they  did  not  think  much  about  it ;  th^  thought 
themselves  slaves,  and  believed  they  always  would  remain  slaves.  I  do  not  think  they 
ever  indulged  in  reflections  on  that  subject.  I  think  some  few  of  them  might  havo 
done  so. 
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Quegtion.  As  to  tbis  petttioD,  have  jon  seen  the  original  T 

Amswer.  No,  sir;  I  never  saw  it. 

Question.  This  petition  is  without  date ;  at  what  time  was  it  got  np  ? 

Answer,  I  suppose— I  have  no  information  more  than  just  to  receive  it  and  deliver  it 
to  General  Crawford — and  the  inference  was  that  it  had  been  Only  senfc  t<f  Judge  Smith 
the  day  before ;  but  I  cannot  say. 

Question,  Was  it  got  up  in  anticipation  of  the  meeting  at  McEinley  that  Mr.  Jones 
-was  to  address  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  in  anticipation  of  a  meeting  to  take  place  next  Saturday  at 
McKinley. 

Question,  Is  that  a  meeting  advertised  by  Mr.  Jones  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  character  of  the  meeting  to  be  held  there  t 

Answer.  1  cannot  inform  yon. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  that  it  is  a  political  meeting? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  must  be  a  political  meeting. 

QiiesHon.  Then  it  is  called  by  somebody,  of  course,  and  for  some  purpose ;  who  Is  it 
called  by,  as  you  understand,  and  what  is  the  purpose  f 

Anstccr,  I  never  heard.    I  think  I  heard  before  that,  that  perhaps  it  was  expected 
that  Mr.  Reynolds,  or  some  other  gentleman — I  am  not  positive  whether  he  is  the  one —  . 
yv^as  to  be  there  next  Saturday  to  make  an  address. 

^Mc^/ion.  To  the  colored  people  f 

Answer,  To  the  colored  people. 

Question.  And  to  the  people  generally  ? 

Ansicor.  To  the  people  generally. 

Question.  Why  was  there  apprehension  of  a  riot  f 

Answer.  Because,  at  the  previous  meeting  called  by  Mr.  Jones,  so  large  a  body  of 
negroes  had  come  there,  not  from  this  county  alone  but  from  other  counties,  with 
arras. 

Question.  But  I  understood  yon  to  say  they  came  there  armed  purely  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  Mr.  Jones  t 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know  what  they  came  armed  for. 

Question.  They  did  not  use  their  arms  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question^  They  did  not  hurt  any  one  ? 

Answer.  I  did,not  hear  that  they  shot  any  one. 

Question.  This  petition  was  got  up  since  the  riot  at  Linden  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  since  then. 

QuestUm,  Is  it  signed  by  citizens  of  Linden  T  Please  look  over  it  and  state  whether 
there  are  citizens  of  Linden  there  ? 

Anstver.  I  see  the  names  of  some  persons  here  of  Linden.  It  is  signed  by  Dr.  Mc- 
MiUan,  a  S.  King,  John  B.  Edwards,  R.  L.  Steele^  Thomas  B.  Foster. 

Qu&tion.  Are  Uiev  all  citizens  of  Linden  f 

Anstcer.  1  do  not  know  as  to  Mr.  Foster,  but  I  will  call  over  the  names  of  those  persons 
who  reside  in  the  neighborhood  of  McKinley,  and  then  I  will  call  the  other  names : 
Dr.  Abrahams,  James  L,  Edwards,  E.  A.  Steele,  C.  S.  Wood— those  are  all  persons  re* 
siding  at  or  near  McEonley. 

Question.  Give  us  the  names  of  those  living  in  the  neighborhood  of  Linden. 

Answer.  I  will  give  those  who  reside  at  Linden,  or  in  its  uei;;hborhood :  John  B. 
Bains,  H.  A.  Woolf,  W.  F.  Kittrell.    These  are  all  who  reside  at  or  near  Linden. 

Question.  Was  that  petition  got  np  this  week,  Jud^ef 

Anstver.  I  suppose  it  was.  I  know  nothing  about  it  except  it  was  landed  to  me  to 
be  given  to  General  Crawford.  ' 

Question,  Was  it  got  up  with  a  knowledge  that  the  sub>committee  appointed  under 
the  authority  of  Congress  was  sitting  here  this  week,  and  that  General  Crawford 
.would  meet  that  committee  here  ? 

Answer.  They  knew  the  committee  would  sit  here ;  but  whether  they  knew,  that 
General  Crawford  would  be  here  at  the  time  it  was  gotten  up  I  do  not  know.  I  did 
not  know  General  Crawford  was  here  until  yesterday  morning,  on  my  way  here.  I  do 
not  know  what  information  other  gentlemen  had — these  parties  here— when  it  was  got 
up,  or  where.  ^ 

Question.  Do  not  the  whites  of  this  community  feel  quite  adequate  to  deal  with  the 
negroes  without  calling  on  United  States  troops  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir;  they  did  not  at  McKinley. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  express,  some  time  since,  the  opinion  that  the  negroes 
were  timid,  and  would  dy  from  the  face  of  a  white  man. 

Answer.  I  say  a  great  many  of  them  would,  but  some  are  not  so  timid. 

By  Mr.  Blair  :  Digitized  by  Google 

Question.  Some  white  men  are  timid  also,  are  they  not? 
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An9ww.  Probably  if  they  had  not  that  perfect  confidence  in  their  conrage  over  the 
blacks  they  might  run,  sometimes,  as  quickly  as  the  blacks,  under  certain  oircum- 
scances. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 
Question,  That  little  squad  at  Jones's  meeting  was  dispersed,  and  the  negroes  pres- 
ent to  support  him  scattered  off  the  ground  ? 
AnsKtfr,  Yes,  sir;  they  scattered,  a  good  many  of  them. 


Demopolis,  Alabama,  October  25, 187L 
THOMPSON  C.  HAWKINS  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  State  where  you  live. 

Anmoer,  I  live  in  Greene  County  at  this  time. 

Question,  What  is  your  occupation  T 

Anstcer,  Well,  a  farmer,  sir. 

Question,  Were  you  ever  appointed  a  mail-route  agent? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  When  did  you  receive  that  appointment  ? 

Answer.  1  think  it  was  some  time  the  iirst  of  last  March,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  hold  that  office  now  t 

Ansicer,  I  do  not. 

Question,  How  long  did  you  exercise  the  duties  of  the  office  t 

Answa\  Four  or  five  days,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  resign  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I 

Question,  Why  did  you  resign  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  didn't  think  I  could  do  it  with  safety  to  myself. 

Question,  What  led  you  to  think  so  f 

Answe}'.  Well,  there  are  many  reasons  for  why  I  was  led  to  believe  that— many  rear 
sons — the  state  of  feeling  that  existed  in  the  country.  First,  after  the  surrender,  I 
have  always  lived  a  democrat,  been  raised  a  democrat,  always  adhered  to  that  up  until 
the  war.  After  the  war,  I  began  to  think  things  over;  that  I  had  helped  to  break  up 
the  Government,  had  voted  for  secession,  and  1  attributed  the  war  to  the  attempt  of 
the  democratic  party  to  break  up  the  Government :  and  after  General  Loe  surrendered, 
and  people  were  generally  paroled  and  surrendered  everywhere,  I  concluded  that  the 
best  policy  for  me  and  the  country  wx)uUl  be  to  adiiere  to  those  that  had  most  victory 
and  power  to  make  the  laws  for  others  to  abide  by.  I  have  always  been  a  law-abiding 
man.  I  have  never  had  a  row,  fuss,  or  dispute,  or  fight  with  a  man  in  my  life.  I  have 
lived  in  Hale  County  about  twenty -five  or  six  years.  I  now  live  in  Greene  County,  as 
the  counties  are  divided.  I  have  always  lived  in  peace  and  harmony  with  all  man- 
kind. That  has  been  my  prayer  to  God  ever  since  1  have  been  a  grown  man,  and  over 
since  I  was  a  boy.  I  owe  no  man  no  ill-will.  I  never  injured  a  man,  intentionally  or 
personally,  with  a  view  of  injuring  him.  I  voted  the  republican  ticket  siuoe  186i^,and 
the  feelings  of  the  country  has  been  so  bitter  against  a  thing  of  that  kind  that  I  have 
been  annoyed  and  harassed  one  way  and  another,  and  sometimes  regretted  that  I  had 
ever  anything  to  do  with  it,  or  voted  at  all.  I  am  truly  sorry  that  I  ever  voted  at  all  or 
had  anything  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  Why  did  your  neighbors  complain  of  you  for  voting  the  republioan  ticket; 
what  reasons  do  they  give  f  ' 

Answer.  Because  they  thought  it  was  the  destniction  of  the  country.  They  oljjeet 
to  what  is  called  the  radical  party  in  this  country. 

Question,  Did  you  receive  any  persecution  at  their  hands  while  you  continued  to  vote 
the  radical  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Not  particularly,  sir,  further  than  being  ostracised  entirely.  Well,  they  paid 
very  little  attention  to  me  any  way ;  they  shunned  me ;  didn'4  want  anything  to  do 
with  me,  or  say  to  me.  I  was  visited  by  several  of  my  fViends ;  they  called  mo  "on  tlw 
fence,"  and  wanted  mo  to  go  with  the  democratic  party.  They  knew  I  difln't  want  sUl 
my  friends  to  forsake  me,  and  if  I  wont  with  the  republican  party  they  would  foniake 
me.  I  had  one  friend  in  particular,  who  is  now  deq4,  Dr.  Hunter,  visited  me  a  whole 
day  on  this  subject.  He  expressed  his  feelings  to  me,  and  me  to  him.  He  t<rfd  me  i 
was  no  radical,  and  that  he  would  report  the  facts  to  the  country  that  I  was  misr^MV- 
sented.  I  told  him  not  to  do  it ;  1  told  him  a  man  didn't  know  himself,  he  «ily 
acted  in  obedience  to  the  circumstauces  with  which  he  was  surrounded:  httviaga 
''lelief  one  way,  and  the  circumstances  surrounding  him  would  lead  him  to  do    ' " 
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• 
he  otherwise  didn't  want  to  do,  or  intend  to  do.  They  talked^it  over  the  country  that 
I  was  this  and  that  and  the  other,  and  taking  sides  with  fiays  and  the  republican 
party,  and  they  dropped  me  ii^totOf  and  would  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  me.  Tho 
thing  has  continued  along  that  way  heavily,  and  it  has  been  a  heavy  drag  with  that 
hanging  over  me  fi*om  that  day  to  this.  Well,  when  I  was  appointed  route  agent  here, 
I,  knowing  the  feelings  that  existed  in  the  oountry,  and  what  bad  been  tenned  out- 
rages here — I  was  upon  the  cars  last  fall  some  time  the  first  of  November,  when  a  man 
w^ts  killed,  a  colored  man,  who  was  running  on  the  Selma  and  Meridian  road  as  route 
agent. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  What  was  his  name  f 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  his  name ;  I  have  heard  it. 

Question,  Was  it  Frank  Diggs  ? 

Answer.  I  really  don't  know  whether  it  was  or  not.  I  was  on  the  cars  when  he  was 
killed,  and  the  man  said  to  have  killed  him  ran  off  up  the  hill.  It  was  late,  getting 
pretty  heavy  dusk,  and  then,  knowing  the  feelings  that  existed  around  generaliy,  and 
that  they  were  so  much  opposed  to  that  party  when  I  got  the  appointment,  I  went  to 
two  very  prominent  gentlemen,  that  is,  the  hrm  in  Eutaw 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  is  the  name? 

Anmeer,  Morgan  &  Jolly,  lawyers  there. 

Question.  Prominent  democratic  lawyers  f 

Ansicer.  Tes,  sir ;  men  I  have  known  for  some  time.  I  lived  three  years  there  with 
Mr.  Morgan's  uncle.  He  knew  me,  and  I  knew  him.  Colonel  Jolly  was  a  practicing 
lawyer  and  partner  of  Dr.  Alexander's  son-in-law.  Dr.  Hemdon,  of  Mobile.  I  have  al- 
ways  looked  upon  them  as  high-minded  gentlemen,  honest,  straightforward,  upright 
men.  I  don't  know  that  they  had  anything  in  the  world  against  me.  I  went  to  tbem 
l>elieving  that  whatever  they  said  to  me  I  could  rely  upon,  and  I  thought  if  they  per- 
suadeil  me  not  to  take  the  position  on  the  railroad,  I  wouldn't  do  it,  under  tbe  circum- 
stances, and  if  they  advised  me  to  do  it,  I  intended  to  do  it  at  all  hazards.  Mr.  Jolly 
didn't  advise  me  at  all,  but  was  present,  and  Mr.  Morgan  did.  He  told  me  if  he  was 
in  my  place  he  would  take  it  and  run  it;  that  it  mout  be  a  st'epping-stone  to  a  better 
position.  I  was  owing  a  little  money  at  the  time,  and  didn't  have  the  money  to  pay 
tbem,  and  they  had  been  my  lawyers.  I  never  had  but  precious  little  to  do  with  Jaw 
in  my  life,  but  when  I  had  anything  to  do  I  called  on  tnis  firm,  and  they  had  some 
business  of  mine  in  hand,  so  I  apphed  to  them.  He  told  me  to  do  it.  From  there  I 
went  over  and  was  Qualified,  and  took  the  position,  and  I  made,  I  think,  about  four 
trips.  The  first  night  I  went  down  I  was  told  upon  the  cars  that  the  people,  the  citi- 
zens of  Livingston,  didn't  intend  I  should  run  it,  by  a  young  man  named  Long,  who 
was  a  sub-route-agent  on  the  Selma  and  Meridian  road.  I  asked  his  reasons,  or^anse, 
what  was  stated  to  him  why  I  should  not  run  the  road,  what  objection,  did  the  citizens 
of  Livingston  know  more  about  me  than  the  citizens  of  Eutaw,  who  had  known  me 
and  saw  me  from  one  to  three  or  four  times  a  week,  and  they  advised  me  to  do  it ;  why 
should  the  people  of  Livingston,  that  didn't  know  so  much  aboutLme,  say  I  should  not. 
He  said  it  was  stated  to  him  because  me  and  Hays  were  two  of  the  meanest  men  in 
the  world,  and  ate  with  the  negroes.  I  thought  that  very  strange.  After  getting  to 
Meridian  tbat  night  I  met  with  an  old  acquaintance  of  mine,  I  nave  known  him  for 
fiilteen  or  eighteen  years,  named  Harris,  a  prominent  young  lawyer  of  Livingston.  I 
used  to  live  with  his  aunt  when  be  was  nothing  but  a  boy,  full-grown,  perhaps,  but 
nothing  but  a  boy  of  sixteen  or  seventeen,  but  looked  like  he  was  fully  grown.  He  is 
a  very  tall  man,  and  was  a  tall  boy  then.  Says  I,  "  Friend  Harris,  I  am  proud  to  meet 
wiih  you, "  because  he  was  a  Mason,  and  I  claimed  to  be  one^  says  I,  *^  fYiend  Harris, 
I  am  proud  to  meet  with  ^ou  ;  I  have  heard  to-night  a  eircumstance  that  I  wish  to  « 
relate  to  you,  and  want  yon,  as  an  honest  man,  to  tell  me  why  such  and  such  things 
are  so ;  why  is  it  the  people  of  Livingston  has  so  much  against  me  f "  He  says,  ^*  I 
diMi't  know  as  they  have  anything  against  yon."  I  says,  ''I  am  informed  to-night  that 
they  are  determined  I  shall  not  run  this  road ;  why  is  this  f"  He  said  he  didn't  know. 
•*  Now, "  says  he,  "  I  don't  think  that  is  the  case,"  says  he ;  "  but  if  it  is,  I  have  been 
off  fhnn  home  a  few  day#, "  says  be,  '^  and  when  I  get  back  home  I  can  find  this  out, 
and, "  says  he,  *'  I  can  lot  you  know,"  and  says  he,  *^  if  I  can  put  a  stop  to  this  thing, 
which  I  think  1  can,  I  will  come  down  and  notify  you  myself,  on  the  cars." 

Questi&n.  Was  he  a  democrat  T  / 

Anmver.  He  is  a  democrat.  He  run  against  Hays  for  Congress.  He  is  a  high-minded, 
high-toned  gentleman,  a  man  I  have  always  liked  exceedingly  well.  Well,  I  think,  if 
I  mistake  not,  he  told  fue  I  could  correspond  with  him  upon  this  subject,  if  I  mistake 
not.  and  I  don't  think  I  am  mistaken ;  I  goes  back  up  and  down  a  trip  or  two,  and  one 
night— they  paid  very  little  attention  to  me  now— at  that  precinct,  Livingston,  the 
p<wtmaster  would  always  come  out  and  ask  for  bags,  exchange  bags,  Slc,  but  ai  othe; 
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places  tbey  didn't  ZMtioe  me  at  all.  The  thing  was  so  nneoiBibrtable,  00  disMreeabk 
m  all  shapes  and  forms  and  measures — I  had  given  no  canse,  I  didn't  know  why  tliey 
treated  me  in  this  form— that  I  grew  very  sick  and  tircid  of  the  bnstness ;  four  days  and 
nights  being  on  the  road,  no  plaoe  to  stop  convenient  or  lay  down  and  sleep,  I  became 
sick,  was  exceedingly  sick.  The  last  night  going  down  past  Livingston  thev*  stopped 
there ;  something  was  ailing  the  box-car ;  that  was  the  last  night  I  went  down,  and 
when  we  were  at  Livingston  there  were  some  four  or  six  young  men  apparently  oome 
up,  right  in  frbnt  of  the  car,  which  stands  beside  the  platiferai.  When  1  noticed  them  I 
thought  they  were  a  band  of  music ;  that  occurred  to  my  mind  that  they  belonged  to 
a  band  of  music.  They  had  on  caps  or  hats,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  and  in  £n>nt  some- 
thing like  a  white  paper,  I  suppose  as  wide  as  my  two  fingers,  and  may  be  four  or  five 
inches  long.  That  attracted  my  attention,  or  called  it  to  believe  that  they  belonged  to 
a  band  of  music.  They  remarked,  *^Tht8  is  a  gentleman's  car,  I  sappose;  there  are 
two" 

Question,  They  said  that  to  you  t      ' 

Answer.  If  they  directed  their  conversation  to  me,  I  didn't  know  it.  The  only  way 
I  knew  they  were  talking  to  me  or  at  nie  was  they  woold  speak  something  in  regard 
to  the  messenger.  As  I  was  termed  mail^roate  messenger,  I  understood  it.  They  said. 
*'  This  is  the  gentleman's  car,  I  suppose ;  only  two  men  are  uUowed  to  ride  in  them.'' 
One  of  them  said,  '*  I  would  not  oe  surprised  if  somebody  died  in  that  car  to-night," 
and  went  on  to  make  remarks  that  I  am  unable  to  repeat.  Now  I  tiiought^  relying 
upon  what  my  friend.  Harris  had  told  me— because  I  have  always  been  friendly  to  him 
and  like  him,  whether  he  does  me  or  not  I  don't  know— depenaing  upon  what  he  told 
me,  I  paid  as  little  attention  to  them  as  I  possibly  could.  It  was  an  open  box-car:  I 
stepped  to  the  other  door.  I  just  leaned  against  it,  and  they  were  in  front  of  the  door 
behind  on  the  platform.  I  was  noticing  what  they  were  doing  at  this  box  on  the  car, 
but  particularly  paying  attention  to  yvmt  they  were  saying ;  they  would  speak  of  the 
messenger  occasionally,  and  wanted  to  know  whether  he  was  pretty  spunky,  and 
would  stand  to  a  fellow  pretty  close.  The  thing  passed  off  for  some  time,  and  he  re- 
marked that  they  thought  they  would  come  down  that  night,  speaking  to  some  persoo, 
I  don't  know  who,  that  must  have  had  business  in  that  crowd  or  that  particular  lot  it 
might  have  been  to  the  conductor  for  what  I  know ;  then  they  remarked  they  thought 
they  would  go  down  Saturday  night,  and  speaking  something  in  regard  to  me,  I  oonld 
not  hear  it,  but  the  remark  was,  ^'  I  will  carry  a  rope  for  him."  Previous  to  this  time, 
when  I  got  sick — allow  me  to  correct  myself.  I  am  a  little  too  fast- — ^no ;  it  was  after 
that  I  mid  got  sick,  and  —  but  I  had  looked  to  Mr.  Harris,  ^y  Aiend,  as  I  onder- 
stood  him,  as  saying  I  could  correspond  with  him.  I  wrote  to  him  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  and  he  failed  to  answer  me.  Well,  I  lay  sick  for  several  days,  and  went  up  to 
Eutaw,  tp  either  resign  or  to  take  charge  of  the  ch>r  again.  I  goes  to  Mr.  Morgan  and 
mentioned  it  to  him.  Says  he. ''  I  am  glad  you  have  mentioned  this  subject  to  me.'' 
He  says,  "  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  you  could  run  the  car  here  forever,  or  perhaps  these 
peopl^"  "  But,"  says  he,  "  I  have  been  off  from  home."  I  am  not  certain  of  that  ex- 
pression, but  was  pretty  certain  he  had  been  off  from  home.  I  know  he  had.  He  said, 
"  I  know  you  are  obnoxious  below." 

Question.  Referring  to  Livingston  and  Meridian  f 

Answer,  I  presum^^.  Says  he,  '*  I  wouldn't  have  anything  more  to  do  with  it  I 
wouldn't  go  on  it  again,  not  that  I  ever  saw  a  Ifti-Klux  in  my  life,"  he  says,  '*  or  know 
one ;  but,''^  he  says, "  you  know  they  killed  this  man  "  <that  I  spoke  of  a  little  while  ago.) 
"  If  they  killed  him  they  might  kill  you.  Your  life  is  as  dear  to  yon  as  anybody  tSf% 
and  I  wouldn't  see  you  hurt."  "  Now,"  he  says, "  if  this  is  worth  anything,  act  upon  it ; 
if  not,  why  then  pttrsne  your  own  course." 

Question.  What  course  did  you  take  after  you  received  that  advice  fVom  Mr.  MorgsnT 

Answer.  1  went  found  and  talked  with  two  or  t^i-ee  gentleman  up  there  that  us^  to 
be  particular  friends  of  mine,  as  I  think.  I  talked  with  Dr.  Webb  and  Mr.  Dunlap, 
#  and  Mr.  Dunlap  told  me  that  I  ought  to  go  around  and  tallf  with  such  men  as  I  cotxld 
approach,  and  give  them  my  views  in  regard  to  this,  and  Mr.  Webb  advised  me  to 
come  out  in  a  card,  quitting  the  republican  party,  and  have  nothing  to  do  with  it 
I  think  they  wrote  three  notes  before!  agreed  to  it,  that  is,  to  sign  one.  Mr.  Dnnlap 
told  me  they  were  a  charitable  people,  a  forgiving  people,  and  they  would  freely  ibr- 
give  me. 

Question.  If  yon  would  renounce  radicatism  t 

Answer.  Renounce  it :  and  after  I  signed  this  note,  this  card,  Dr.  Webb  called  with  me 
over  into  the  office,  and  we  deposited  it  there  for  publication,  and  the  next  week— it 
was  too  late  that  week,  perhaps  it  was  the  follow! n<;  week,  they  <»uldn't  get  it  in  ^t 
week— the  following  week  they  put  it  in.  The  editor  stated :  "  We  gave  a  black  re- 
cantation of  radicalism  last  week ;  this  week  a  white  One ;  but  vre  fear  that  radicahnD 
•8  a  disease,  and  unless  the  blood  is  all  let  out,  the  disease  will  remain  therein." 

QuestioH.  That  was  the  editorial  which  accomi>anied  the  publication  of  yoor  card? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 
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QuestUnu.  That  radicalism  was  a  disease,  and  the  only  cure  ier  it  to  let  the  blood 
out  t  • 

Answer,  That  was  the  snbetanoe. 

QuesUon.  Was  that  a  democratic  paper  that  published  this  f 

Anmoer.  It  is  for  a  fact.  From  that  time  up  to  this  I  have  had  nothing  to  sfiy  nor 
do  with  anybody. 

QuesHon.  How  did  the  whites  treat  you  after  the  publioation  of  your  card ;  did  they 
show  any  more  friendship  for  you  f 

Aiwwer.  If  they  have  sir,  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  it ;  that  turned  me  down 
90  completely  that  I  concluded  I  would  have  nothing  more  to  do  or  say  with  anybody 
on  any  subject,  and  the  least  I  know  the  better  off;  the  least  I  said  about  that,  so  much 
the  better.  I  nave  no  animosity  against  any  man  iu  the  world.  I  don't  want  to  do 
any  man  any  harm  or  have  any  illrwill  tow«^  him  under  any  circumstances. 

Question.  Are  you  a  seeker  after  office  f 

Ansvoer*  I  never  sought  any  office  in*  my  life. 

Question,  What  is  your  occupation  f 

Answer,  I  have  always  been  a  farmer.    I  was  £urmer  and  overseer. 

Question,  Did  you  own  any  land  of  your  own  f 

Answer,  I  owned  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land;  that  is,  a  lifetime  interest 
in  it. 

QuesUon,  Do  you  cultivate  it  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  yon  know  a  colored  man  named  Ben  Lenon  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  do.  < 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  his  coming  out  in  a  card  and  renouncing  his  affiliation 
with  the  republican  party  ! 

Answer^  I  presume  that  is  the  card  that  came  out  previous  to  mine,  the  week  before. 

Queetion,  Is  it  the  same  card  to  which  this  editor  referred  ? 

Answer,  I  understand  it  is  such. 

QuesHon,  What  were  the  facta  of  his  case,  so  far  as  you  know ;  what  do  you  know  of 
tho  Ku-Klux  taking  him  out  of  jail  to  hang  him  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  donH  know  anything  about  the  Ku-Klux  taking  him  out  of  jail 
and  hanging  him.  I  have  heard  him  state  fluently,  that  is,  several  times,  he  was 
accused,  him  and  others  were  acoused,  of  poisoning  a  woman  up  there,  who  died ;  a 
Mrs.  Cross,  I  think.  In  the  trial,  when  they  were  t^en  and  earned  up  there,  on  the 
way  they  were  detained,  I  think  he  told  me,  at  Mr.  Cross's  a  considerable  time. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Cross  was  poisoned  T 

Answer,  Mrs.  Cross  were.  They  were  detained  some  time  at  Mr.  Cross,  the  husband,  a 
white  person. 

Question,  And  Lemon  was  arrested  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  and  before  they  reached  EutaWt  after  leaving  there,  he  says  he 
met  a  com)>any  or  men  in  difwuise :  they  halted  them,  and  ask^  whose  command. 
The  sheriff  told  them,  the  sheriff  of  Greene  County ;  they  asked  what  he  had ;  he  said 
prisoners;  they  asked  what  tho  prisoners  were  charged  with ;  he  said  murder. 

Qnestitm,  What  followed  f 

Answer,  He  said  they  took  a  woman,  and  a  man  took  charge  of  them  and  carried 
them  off.  The  man  made  his  escape  and  sot  away ;  the  woman,  they  put  a  rope 
around  her  head,  as  I  believe,  a  cast  hand,  and  perhaps  wound  a  stick,  as  well  as  I  un- 
derstood, iu  that  rope,  aroimd  her  head  here,  and  I  aon't  know  whether  she  ffot  away 
or  what.    No,  I  think  they  carried  her  on  and  put  her  in  jail*    I  am  satisfied  tuey  did. 

Question.  These  disguised  men  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  the  sheriff^s  crowd.  The  other  man  got  away ;  they  put  them  all  in 
Jail.    That  is  as  far  as  I  know  anything  concerning  that. 

Question,  I^  that  all  Ben  Lemon  told  you  f 

Answer,  Yes.  sir ;  in  regard  to  that  matter. 

Question,  What  did  Lemon  tell  you  the  disguised  men  did  after  they  halted  the 
sheriiPs  party,  and  made  these  inquiries  relating  t<i  the  prisoners  t 

Answer,  They  took  off  this  man  and  woman. 

Question,  It  was  the  disguised  men  took  off  the  man  and  woman  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  numerous  were  they  t 

Anstper,  I  think  he  said  they  were  ten  or  twelve. 

Question,  Did  he  tell  you  they  were  disguised  after  the  manner  of  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  suppose  so. 

Question,  Was  either  tue  man  or  woman  murdered  f  (^  ] 

Answer,  ii Of  fill.  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 

Question.  Lemon  was  taken  on  then,  and  put  in  jail  f^ 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
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Question,  What  ocoarred  after  he  was  pat  in  Jail ;  was  he  ever  brought  to  trial  or 
di*h%rged  f 

Answer.  ]ie  was  fetched  for  trial,  a  day  appointed  for  trial,  and  I  was  snmmoned  and 
my  wife  berore'*the  court ;  and  the  prosecnting  party,  who  was  Mr.  Morgan,  I  think, 
came  out,  and  said  that  he  couldn't  find  or  didn't  find  sufficient  evidence  to  ma^e  a  case 
out  of,  and  dismissed  it,  and  everybody  went  home. 

Question.  That  is  the  only  visit  he  ever  received  or  knew  anything  about  from  the 
Ku-Klux,  is  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questiofi.  What  do  you  know  of  a  man  named  Clark  receiving  a  Ku-Elux  notice  to 
leave  ? 

Answer.  Well,  now,  sir,  I  heard  that  he  received  a  notice  to  leave  here  in  so  many 
days ;  I  think  I  read  it ;  I  think  he  showed  it  to  me. 

(luestion.  You  think  you  read  the  notice  f 

Ansxoer.  I  think  I  did. 

Question.  Can  you  repeat  how  it  read  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  repeat  how  it  read  now,  only  I  think  he  was  to  leav^ 
against  the  15th ;  I  think  that  was  within  a  few  days. 

Question,  What  year  was  thatt 

Answer.  Eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-one. 

Question.  What  was  his  oflense ;  what  had  the  Ku-Klux  against  him  t 

Answer.  I  nm  unable  to  say  what  they  had  against  him ;  ne  came  from  Washington 
down  here  as  a  physician.  I  leameA  afterward  that  he  was  known  as  a  democrat  in 
Washington,  and  had  been  turned  out  of  the  Department  simply  because  he  was  a 
democrat ;  but  he  was  recognized  down  hete  as  a  radical  or  abolitionist.  I  thipk  be 
was  reported  as  an  abolitionist. 

Question.  Did  he  suppose  then  that  he  was  warned  to  leave  because  of  his  radicalism  ? 

Answer.  Not  of  his  cause ;  he  didn't  claim  that;  but  because  they  accusedliim  of  it. 

Question,  Did  he  leave  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  didn't  wait  for  his  books  or  medicines ;  he  just  took  it  dry  so, 
and  that  without  any  money  whatsoever. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  cases  of  parties  receiving  Ku-Klux  notices  f 

Ansu}er.  Not  that  I  can  call  to  memory :  yes,  I  have  heard  that  Smith  did,  Arthor 
Smith ;  he  was  superintendent  of  education.    I  heard  him  say  he  had  got  one. 

Question.  Was  he  a  republican  ? 

Answer,  He  was,  sir. 

Question.  Did  ho  leave  or  stand  his  ground? 

Anstcer.  He  stood  his  ground  for  a  short  time  until  after  the  day  happened  that  they 
had  set  for  him  to  leave  on ;  he  said  he  staid  to  see  what  happened  that  day,  but  not  a 
great  while  longer. 

Question.  Were  any  demonstrations  made  against  him  that  induced  him  to  leave  sud- 
denly t 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  leave  because  of  his  belief  that  he  was  in  dan^^er  if  he  remained? 

Answer.  I  presume  he  did.    I  don't  know  that  to  be  the  fiact,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  negroes  being  whipped  T 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  it,  sir;  I  don't  know  it  personally  to  be  ^ycia ;  I  didn't  see 
them  afterward. 

Question.  What  cases  have  you  heard  of? 
.  Answer.  I  have  heard  of  divers.    I  heard  of  one  down  on  Mt^or  Hay's  land ;  Choc- 
taw Joe  they  call  him  ;  he  was  pretty  severely  whipped  down  there  some  time  last 
spring. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  other  instances  ? 

Ansu^er.  I  have  heard  of  a  ^eat  many,  sir ;  but  believing  that  the  least  a  man 
knowed  the  better  it  was  for  him,  I  read  no  papers  to  be  harassed  and  annoyed  in 
that  way ;  have  not  read  the  papers  for  some  time,  and  hardly  ever  pay«any  attention 
to  anything  talked  to  me  about  negroes  being  whipped  or  abused,  or  anything  of  the 
kind.    I  have  heard  of  it  being  done  on  Colonel  Dew's  place ;  it  used  to  be  his  plaoe. 

Question.  Do  you  think  a  nmical  or  republican  would  be  safe  in  that  part  of  the 
country  in  openly  advocating  his  sentimente,  and  endeavoring  to  promote  the  success 
of  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  he  would,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Can  you  give  us  more  minutely  the  particulars  ia  regard  to  the  kiUmg  of 
Diggs,  that  route  agent  ?    Where  was  he  killed  f 
^fMicer.  He  was  killed  near  the  line  of  Mississippi.  ^  j 

Question.  At  a  wood-pile  station  there  ?  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Question.  You  were  on  the  cars  at  the  time  ? 
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Afmccr,  Yes.  sir. 

Qu^iion.  Wiere  was  this  agent  at  the  time  be  was  killed  T 

Answer.  He  was  in  his  box,  I  presume,  sir.    I  didn^t  see  bim,  but  T  beard  him  there. 

QiiesHon,  He  was  shot,  was  be  ? 

Anmer,  Shot,  I  think ;  I  understood  there  was  fourteen  or  sixteen  buckshot  put  into 
bis  breast. 

Question,  Did  yon  understand  that  the  roan  that  shot  him  was  a  disguised  man  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  him  as  he  ran  off  up  the  hill ;  it  was  too  late  for  me  to  really  see 
whether  be  was  disguised  or  not ;  ho  looked  to  me  like  be  was  disguised,  and  they  said 
be  wafi. 

Question.  Did  you  see  his  gun  as  he  ran  offt 

Answer.  No,  sir,  he  apjKjared  to  go  stooped.  At  the  time  ho  was  running,  I  had  heard 
the  report  of  the  gun,  but  I  didn't  know ;  I  thought  some  one  had  fired  a  gun  off  on 
the  cars.  I  thought  ho  was  trying  to  catch  something  on  tho»  ground — some  one  fi-om 
the  cars,  trying  to  catch  a  chicken  or  something  that  got  lost ;  he  appeared  to  be  grab- 
bing, and  running,  and  catching,  and  holloing  one  or  two  keen  bolloes  after  he  got  off 
firom  the  cars. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  others  above  in  the  woods,  or  hear  them  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  that  I  did.  This  was  a  long  train,  and  I  was  in  front,  and 
I  never  got  up  out  of  the  car  I  was  in ;  directly  the  report  came  back  that  the  route 
agent  was  killed,  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  excitement  about  there. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  dead  iSdy  f 

Answa:  I  did  not,  sir. 

Question.  You  spoke  in  your  testimony  of  going  to  see  Messrs.  Jolly  &  Morgan  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  ChairiMan  : 

Qtiestion.  At  this  time  I  will  ask  when  this  route  agent  was  murdered? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  on  the  1st  of  November,  1870. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  that  any  one  was  arrested  and  punished  for  his  mur- 
der t 

Ansicer.  No,  sir,  not  that  I  recollect  of. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  that  any  attempt  was  made  to  find  out  who  murdered 
bim? 

Anstcer.  Not  that  I  recollect. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  what  the  cause  of  bis  murder  was,-  beyond  the  fact 
that  he  was  a  republican  and  in  the  service  of  the  United  States? 

Ansicer.  I  think,  sir,  the  grand  objections  were  that  he  was  a  colored  man  ;  ^that  is 
my  opinion ;  not  that  1  can  say  within  myself  that  I  have  ever  beard  any  one  express 
themselves  in  that  way,  but  that  is  the  impression  I  am  under. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Did  you  know  a  man  named  Sheffield,  who  taught  school  in  your  place,  or 
near  there — a  colored  school  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  school  broken  up  or  discontinued  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  discontinued. 

Question.  For  what  cause  ?    State  what  you  know  about  it. 

Answer.  The  cause  of  it  being  discontinued  I  couldn't  state  clearly  within  my  own- 
knowledge  of  the  facts,  but  the  previous  facts  to  that  I  have  a  pretty  gooil  knowledge 
of;  the  people  objected  to  it,  I  objected  to  it  mvself,  simply  because  my  wife  had  been 
ostracised  in  the  manner  in  which  she  had,  nobody  visiting  her  or  asking  her  to  visit 
them ;  and  she  said  folks  were  down  on  me,  and  they  would  bo  down  on  her,  because 
he  was  teaching  on  the  place  on  which  I  lived  ;  that  they  would  bo  down  on  her,  and 
she  didn't  want  such  a  thing,  and  she  wouldn't  submit  to  it,  if  she  could  help  herself;, 
and  ho  moved  from  there  to  Major  Hayes's,  to  what  is  called  Hayes's  Mound.  I  know 
the  folks  were  down  on  him  considerably  in  the  country,  for  teaching  a  black  school. 
He  was  threatened  to  be  slashed  several  times,  that  I  heard  of. 

Question.  Are  the  people  in  that  county  opposed  to  the  education  of  the  colored  chil- 
dren? 

Anstcer.  Some  is,  I  reckon,  and  others  isn't.  I  have  heard  several  men  say  they  were 
not  opposed  to  it.  I  heard  Squire  Morgan  say  he  wasn't  opposed  ;  if  we  have  got  them 
among  us,  it  is  essential  to  have  them  educated.  I  have  heard  others  say  it.  I  know 
as  a  general  thing  men  is  opposed  to  a  man  that  will  teach  them,  unless — mark  you — 
it  is  taught  by  a  man  that  we  are  acquainted  with,  and  know  his  principles,  aiidabout 
wbat  he  will  instruct  them  ;  a  man  outside  of  I  hem,  that  we  don't  know  fiow  be  is  go- 
ing to  instnict — I  think  they  are  opposed  to  that,  though. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  teacher,  SheflBeld,  bad  any  conversation  with 
the  county  superintendent  about  his  school  ?  Digitized  b,  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  from  his  statement,  I  do. 
84A 
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Question,  State  that  conversation. 

Answer.  He  told  me  he  didn't  participate  in  jwlitics ;  that  he  had  never  voted  in 
Lis  life ;  had  nothing  to  do  with  politics ;  didn't  meddle  with  i>olitics ;  he  was  too 
yonng ;  that  he  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  had  heen  fetched  down  on  this  Alabama 
and  Chattanooga  Railroad  to  work,  and  he  had  heen  discontinued ;  they  failed  to  pay 
him ;  he  was  without  clothes,  away  from  home,  without  home,  and  destitute.  He 
stopped  on  the  place  that  I  lived  on,  and  took  shelter  with  a  negro ;  and  the  negroes 
advised  him  to  go  to  teaching  school ;  that  got  him  into  the  school.  I  told  him  repeat- 
edly he  had  hetter  quit. 

Question.  Why! 

Answer,  Because  I  know  the  folks  were  opposed  to  it.  He  told  me  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, having  nothing  to  do  with  politics,  that  he  had  told  the  superintendent, 
who  was  Mr.  McCracken — 

Question.  A  democratic  superintendent  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  asked  his  opinion ;  ho  told  him  he  was  of  the  democratic 
l)arty,  and  employed  hy  the  democratic  party,  and  if  he  meddled  nothing  with  politics 
that  he  would  not  he  molested.    So  he  stated  to  me,  and  he  acted  upon  it. 

Question.  Still  he  did  ahandon  his  school  there  and  move  away  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  don't  know  positive  whether  it  was  hecause  he  couldn't  get  em- 
ployment longer.  I  rnther  think  ilr.  McCracken  told  him  he  had  hetter  get  hoard 
with  some  white  man,  and  he  tried  to  get  board  with  a  white  man,  and  he  couldn't  do 
it ;  and  he  said  if  ho  couldn't  do  it,  he  intended  to  quit.  Whether  ho  did  quit  for  that 
cause,  or  because  there  was  not  funds  to  run  him  another  session,  I  am  unable  to  say. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  school  being  discontinued  in  that  county,  or 
broken  up  T 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  several,  but  only  from  hearsay. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  that  any  school-houses  were  burned  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  that,  too. 

By  Mr.  Blaiu  : 

Question,  Don't  you  know  that  there  is  a  negro  school  taught  now,  and  has  heen  all 
along,  in  Eutaw,  with  sixty  or  seventy  scholars  ? 

Answer,  I  have  heard  there  were,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  live  in  Eutaw  ? 

Answer.  I  lived  three  years  in  three  miles  of  it,  before  the  war. 

Question.  Nobody  threatened  you  when  you  were  on  that  road  ? 

Answer.  Nobody  threatened  me,  as  I  know  of,  only  what  I  have  stated. 

Question.  You  heard  people  talking  T 

Ansicer.  I  heard  them  talking  a  good  deal. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  men  T 

Anstcer,  1  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  their  conversation  was  directed  to  yon  t 

Anstcei\  Only,  as  I  stated,  when  they  would  call  the  name  of  messenger.  I  preenme 
it  was  directed  to  me,  from  the  fact  they  said  the  messenger,  and  they  led  off  by  saying 
this  is  a  gentleman's  car,  and  only  two  men  are  permitted  to  ride  in  it.  That  is  the 
only  reason  I  have  to  presume  their  conversation  was  directed  to  me. 

Question.  Don't  you  think  you  were  unnecessarily  sensitive  on  that  occasion  ? 

Answer.  I  do  nOt.    What  do  you  mean  by  "  unnecessarily  ?  " 

Question,  Unnecessarily  alarmed.    There  was  no  demonstration  made  to  injure  yon. 

Anstcer,  No  demonstration,  but,  all  things  combined  together,  there  was  the  cause. 
The  first  night  I  went  down  I  was  informed  by  a  young  man  I  never  saw  before  nor 
heard  of,  named  Long,  that  he  had  been  told  that  the  people  of  Livingston,  as  I  told 
Harris,  said  I  should  not  run.  How  did  the  people  of  Livingston  know  I  was  going 
to  run  or  had  any  idea  of  running  ?  He  said  he  didn't  know  it.  Harris  told  me  he 
didn't  know  it.  Shouldn't  you  draw  the  conclusion  from  that  that  the  people  of  Liv- 
ington 

Question.  The  fact  is,  you  had  just  qualified,  and  it  was  not  by  any  means  such  a  circum- 
stance as  would  become  known  at  once  to  the  peojile  of  Livingston.  Was  not  this  man 
Long  was  talking  for  the  purpose  of  alarming  you,  and  not  telling  the  truth  ?  How 
could  he  have  known  the  opinions  of  the  people  of  Livingston  T  How  could  they 
have  learned  you  were  in  that  place  T 

Anstc^,  The  only  way  I  can  account  for  that,  or  perceive  anything  that  would  lead 
to  that,  were  that  the  agents  had  saw  my  papers  come  in. 

Question,  Did  ^'he  agents  make  it  known  to  all  the  people  of  Livingston  that  your 
papers  had  com()  in  f 

Jnsicer.  I  can't  tell  about  that,  but  they  couldn't  possibly^  have  found  it  out  in  any 
other  way.  The  paper  came  in, "  T.  C.  Hawkins,  route  agentj"  and  that  is  the  only  way 
3  can  account  for  it. 

Question.  How  many  people  of  Livingston  do  you  think  saw  that  commission  f 

Answa:  I  don't  know  that  any  man  that  ever  lived  in  Livingston  saw  it,  but  they 
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must  havo  known  it,  or  they  couldn't  have  said  anything  ahout  it.    Somebody  must 
have  known. 

Question.  How  do  yon  know  they  did  say  anything  ahout  it  ? 

Answer.  I  only  know  it  through  what  occurred  afterward,  and  what  I  was  informed  of. 

Question.  By  JLong  telling  you  T 

Anstcer.  By  Long  telling  me  this,  and  what  occurred  afterward. 

Question.  Is  it  not  the  most  reasonable  presumption  in  regard  to  that  matter,  that  tlie 
people  of  Livingston  actually  knew  nothing  about  it,  and  that  Mr.  Lon^,  or  whoever 
made  the  remark,  undertook  to  alarm  you  about  this  thing,  without  havmg  any  juBtit 
fication  whatever  for  what  he  said  t 

Answer.  I  tried  Mr.  Long  on  that;  I  tried  him  somewhat,  I  think,  from  the  feet  that 
I  suspected  maybe  he  might  do  something  of  that  character,  as  his  term  was  going  to 
expire,  and  he  was  only  a  sub-route  agent ;  his  term  was  going  to  expire  as  soon  as  the 
general-route  agent  returned  from  a  trip  somewhere,  being  sick.  I  asked  him  who  in- 
structed him  to  this  effect.  He  told  me  that ;  he  told  me  a  name ;  I  think  bis  name  is 
T.  K.  Goodloe.  The  time  I  run  up  and  down  the  route  four  or  five  days  as  mail-route 
messenger,  Goodloe  was  on  this  car.  Goodloe  had  a  provocation  at  a  place  over  in 
the  edge  of  Mississippi.  He  asked  a  negro,  which  he  had  met  and  taken,  who  was  on 
the  car,  who  I  am  well  acquainted  with,  to  come  to  the  door ;  that  is  the  same  night 
we  left  Livingston ;  to  see  where  these  Ku-Klux  were ;  that  he  thought  they  were 
numerous  out  there ;  and,  he  went  on  with  several  remarks  regarding  this  Ku-Klux 
tiuestion;  that  led  me  to  believe  they  had  been  accessory,  and  the  statement  was  given 
by  young  Long  to  me,  that  led  me  to  believe  this.  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  I  think  not. 

Question.  Don^t  you  think  that  Long  wantcil  to  frighten  you  off,  so  as  to  retain  his 
place  f 

Answer.  I  thought  such  a  thing  was  possible,  but  ftom  what  occurred  with  the  man 
that  he  said  stated  these  facts  to  him,  it  led  me  to  think  he  had  told  it,  and  I  believe 
he  did  tell  it ;  his  conduct  provetl  it- 

Question.  Goodloe  did  not  live  in  Livingston  T 

Answer.    No,  sir ;  in  Meridian,  I  think. 

Question,  Then  he  didn't  know  what  the  people  of  Livingston  thought  about  this 
matter  ? 

Anstcer.  He  was  acquainted  intimately,  I  think,  all  the  way  on  the  road,  as  far  as  it 
extended.  I  think  it  went  only  a  short  distance  above  Eutaw  at  the  time ;  but  I  have 
heard  him  speak  frequently.  Now  a  little  circumstance  attracted  my  attention.  You 
T.'ill  recollect  a  man  named  Coleman  rnu  off  from  that  Selma  and  Meridian  road ;  and 
this  man  Goodloe,  I  have  heard  him  say  myself,  speaking  of  these  Ku-Klux  to  me  to 
frighten  me — I  knew  his  object — said  that  there  was  a  gentleman  came  in  there  one 
night,  or  a  man  fixed  up,  and  he  was  sitting  sort  o'  in  a  doze,  and  he  pulled  out,  this 
long  critter  pulled  out  his  pistols  and  cracked  him  on  the  head ;  and  he  said,  '*  I 
looked  up  at  nim  and  said,  '  xou  daumed  son  of  a  bitch,  you  had  better  not  crack  me 
over  the  Dead;'  and  I  like  to  have  called  his  name,  but  I  wouldn't  have  called  it  for  a 
thousand  dollars,  and  he  went  back  to  the  other  car.''  These  things  impressed  me 
that  this  was  so.  That  is  my  notion  of  things,  not  that  I  am  prejudiced  or  owe  any 
man  any  ill-wiU. 

Question.  1  did  not  suppose  you  did. 

Answer.  I  wouldn't  hurt  a  hair  of  any  man's  head.  I  never  had  a  row,  fuss,  quarrel, 
or  dispute  with  any  man  in  my  life,  or  owe  any  man  any  ill-will ;  and  it  was  a  mys- 
tery to  mo  how  men  took  the  idea  I  should  not  do  so  and  so,  and  how  they  found  it 
out  at  a  veiy  early  day,  before  I  knew  it. 

Question.  They  found  it  out  before  you  did  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  they  did. 

Question.  Now,  is  it  not  your  impression  that  the  truth  is  that  they  did  not  know- 
any  thing  about  it  f 

Answer.  They  must  have  known. 

Question.  May  it  not  have  been  just  one  or  two  of  these  men  with  the  sub-route 
agent,  who  were  playing  upon  your  fears  and  apprehensions,  when  they  had  an  in 
terest  to  keep  you  oft" the  road, in  order  that  this  man  might  be  retained  upon  it? 

Answer.  These  are  things  that  developed  themselves  frequently  to  me  during  my 
short  sojourn  upon  that  road.  A  gentleman,  I  don't  remember  his  name  now,  told  me 
he  would  like  mighty  well  to  be  a  route  a|^ent  upon  that  road.  Mr.  Harris  introduced 
me  to  these  men  at  Meridian  or  Livingston,  and  told  them  he  knew  me  for  years ;  that 
1  had  the  appointment,  and  he  would  like  them  to  treat  me  so  and  so — gentlemanly  : 
that  he  knew  me  personally.  One  of  them  remarked  to  me  he  was  proud  I  was  ap- 
pointed. He  said  divers  of  men,  I  think  near  on  to  hundreds,  had  applied  for  that 
thing,  and  that  led  me  to  believe,  you  know,  that  there  was  a  gre;it  deal  in  this.  Mr. 
Harris  told  mo  also  that  there  was  lots  of  men  that  would  do  these  things,  and  Mr. 
liarris  stated  to  me:  '*  I  will  tell  you  one  thing:  I  don't  blame  the  republicau  ]>urty 
for  appointing  men  th.it  are  recommended,"  says  he.  **I  know  that  the  demotralic 
party  would  do  it,  and  I  don't  bl^me  it.    Now,"  he  says,  "there  is  lots  of  men  will 
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want  vonr  position  and  attack  you,  and  say  this  and  that  and  the  other  f  and  he  says, 
"  I  wiil  say  this  to  you  :  if  any  man  moleste  you,  or  says  anything  to  you  in  regard  to 
this  m&tter,  do  you  just  say  to  him,  *  I  owe  no  man  any  ill-will,  and  I  have  the  appoint 
ment  of  route  agent,  and  I  expect  to  discharge  my  duty  and  run  this  road  at  all 
hazards ;  and,"  says  he,  "  I  wouldn't  say  anything  else." 

Question.  Then  it  may  have  been  that  all  this  trouble  was  made  by  people  who 
wanted  the  place  ? 

Answer,  I  nave  no  doubt  but  what  such  a  thing  was  possible.  I  only  state  the  facts, 
what  I  know  is  facts ;  outside  of  that  I  don't  know  any  thing  about. 

Question,  You  know  very  well  that  Long  was  interested  in  keeping  that  place  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qtiesiion.  He  wanted  to  keep  his  place  there  1 

Ansioer.  He  told  me  it  would  expire  as  soon  as  this  man  returned.  I  sappose  he 
would  like  very  much  to  have 

Question.  Retaiiied  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    He  was  a  very  clever  young  man. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  I  suppose  somebody  wanted  the  place  of  that  i*oute  agent  who  was  killed  f 
Answer,  I  expect  they  did. 

Question,  I  suppose  you  thought  you  might  be  served  in  the  same  way  that  he  was  1 
An&ioer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  I  will  ask  about  the  men  you  know.    You  know  Long  T 

Answer.  I  never  saw  him  before  or  since. 

Question.  You  know  he  was  sub-route  agent  at  that  time  T 
-    Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  was  substitute  for  a  young  man  who  was  sick  at  the  time  f 

Answa'.  Yes,  sir.    1  don't  remember  how  ho  came  out  of  the  way. 

Question.  K  you  had  left  the  place  ftom  any  cause  he  might  have  been  retained 
longer  ? 

Answer.  He  might  have  got  the  appointment  on  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  road, 
but  that  was  on  the  Meridian  road. 

Question.  You  think  it  was  likely  that  he  was  desirous  of  retaining  the  place  ? 

Answer.  1  think  most  any  man  would,  a  young  man  in  particular. 

Question.  It  is  not  at  all  improbable,  then,  that  ho  conjured  up  ^his  danger  to  yoo  in 
order  that  he  might  retain  it  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  it  was  not  at  all  doubtful  that  he  heard  pretty  much  what 
he  stated.  In  the  first  place,  how  did  he  know  my  name  ?  In  the  second  place,  Hay8 
here— I  asked  him  the  questions  "  What  did  the  people  of  Livingston  have  against 
me  T  Did  they  know  more  about  me  than  the  citizens  of  Eutaw  ?^  Says  I,  **  The  citi- 
zens of  Eutaw,  the  leading  party,  the  popular  class  of  Eutaw.  the  firm  of  Morgan  & 
Jolly,  or  Jolly  &  Morgan,  nave  advised  me  into  this,  and  if  otters  advise  against  me^ 
I  reckon  I  can  get  as  many  advisers  for  me  as  against  me,  and  we  wLU  butt  accounts.'' 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  any  of  the  people  of  Livingstou 
upon  this  subject  ? 

Anstoer.  Never  in  my  life,  except  Mr.  Harris. 

Question.  Mr.  Harris  was  not  opposed  to  your  holding  the  place  T 

Answer.  Mr.  Harris  is  a  gentleman,  and,  1  think,  a  friend  of  mine ;  at  least  I  am  a 
particular  friend  of  his. 

Question.  Did  not  Harris  tell  you  if  there  was  any  such  sentiment  of  hostility  in  the 
people  of  Livingstou  toward  you  he  would  let  you  know  it  f 

Answer.  He  did.    He  told  me  further  that  he  could  stop  it. 

Question.  If  there  was  any  such  thing  T 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  ever  communicate  to  you  afterward  that  there  was  any  such  feeling^ 

Ansicer.  1  honestly  did  believe  what  he  did  tell  me,  and  when  I  wrote  to  him— 
whether  he  ever  received  the  letter  or  not  I  am  unable  to  say:  I  regret  that  I  am  not 
able  to  say,  because  if  I  was  confident  he  got  that  letter  (I  believe  he  got  it ;  I  acted 
upon  it) — but  if  I  had  been  certain  that  he  *got  that  letter  I  don't  know  that  I  would 
have  resigned ;  but  when  I  didn't  receive  an  answer,  living  only  twenty  miles  from 
him — and  I  had  directed  straight  to  him  ;  and  when  Mr.  Morgan  advised  me  and  t<^d 
me  he  knew  I  was  obno^iious  below,  which  was  down  the  road  in  that  direction— 
these  two  points  together  fetched  up  all  other  things,  and  linked  pretty  well  with  me, 
and  it  does  now,  sir,  and  so  it  ever  will  be. 

Question.  You  know  Mr.  Harris  very  well  T 

u4n8tc«'.  I  do,  for  a  fact.  C^r\r^n]t> 

Question.  Yon  think  he  is  well  disposed  toward  you  T    °  9'^'"^^  ^^  VjUU^  le 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  say  he  is  a  gentleman,  and  a  gentleman  constitutes  a  heap* 
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Question,  After  he  promised  you  that  ho  would  commnuicate  with  you  if  there  was 
any  danger,  do  you  not  believe  ho  kept  his  word  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  allow  rae — ^not  to  change  the  phrase  in  the  least — allow  me  to 
say  to  you  another  thing :  I  went  to  a  gentleman,  who  lives  in  my  neighborhood, 
year  before  last,  to  go  into  partnership  with  him.  He  said,  "  Not  so."  His  reasons  he 
didn't  give.  But,  sir,  the  other  day  he  came  to  me — since  I  have  come  out  in  a  card 
saying  1  never  intend  to  support  the  republican  party  again— and  says  he :  "  I  am  truly 
sorry  1  didn't  go  into  partnership  with  you ;  it  would  have  been  $10,000  in  my  pocket; 
but  the  democratic  party  diduM;  allow  it."  He. made  that  statement  not  exceeding 
twenty  days  ago.  "  But,"  says  he,  "  I  yet  want  you,  and  you  must  live  with  me  next 
year."  He  made  the  statement,  "  I  went  into  the  democratic  party  on  good  principles, 
and  they  wouldn't  tolerate  it ;  but  it  would  have  been  $10,000  to  my  advantage."  Ho 
told  me  that  the  other  day  when  he  was  gloriously  drunk,  and  had  just  sense  euough 
to  tell  me  what  he  knew  was  the  fact.  So  I  just  put  it  on  the  principle  that  my  friend 
Mr.  Harris  might  have  treated  me  in  the  same  way.    It  is  possible. 

Question,  What  business  did  you  propose  to  go  into  t 

Answer.  Farming  business. 

Question,  To  make  810,000  ? 

Ansicer.  That  is  what  he  stated.    I  didn't  go  into  particulars,  and  ask  why  it  would 
be  310,000  advantage,  but  he  told  me  the  democratic  party  would  not  tolerate  it.    He 
told  me  ho  wanted  me  next  year.    It  must  be  becanse  I  came  out  iu  the  little  paper 
up  here,  or  he  wouldn't  have  stated  it.    He  was  particularly  friendly  with  me  ^e  other  ^ 
day,  and  all  things  apparently  right,  but  before  that  he  was  very  contrary. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  you  are  able  to  make  $10,000  farming  T 

Answer,  I  couldn't  have  done  it,  but  may  be  ho  saw  a  place  he  could. 


Demopolis,  Alabama,  October  25, 1871. 
WILLIAM  LEE  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Answer,  In  Choctaw  County. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  lived  there  T 

Answer,  1  have  been  there  four  years. 

Question,  How  far  do  you  live  from  Desotoville  T 

Anstcer.  Three  miles. 

Question,  Have  you  had  to  leave  Choctaw  County,  or  do  you  live  there  now  ? 

Answer,  I  left  there. 

Question,  When  did  you  leave  thefe  1 

Answer.  Two  weeks  this  last  gone  Friday. 

Question,  You  may  proceed  and  tell  the  committee  what  happened  to  you  on  Monday, 
two  weeks  ago,  in  Choctaw  county. 

Answer,  On  Monday  njght  sixteen  men  happened  in  my  house  to  take  my  life,  when 
I  was  three  miles  fk-om  home  at  the  time.    My  wife  was  at  home. 

Question,  Did  she  tell  you  that  they  had  disguises  on  f 

Answei'.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  she  tell  you  that  they  were  armed  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir ;  all  of  them  had  double-barreled  guns. 

Question,  Wnat  did  she  say  they  came  there  for ;  what  did  they  tell  her  ? 

Answer.  They  came  there  after  me,  and  asked  for  me  the  time  they  got  in  the  door. 

Question.  Did  they  look  for  youf 

Answer.  They  searched  everywhere  in  the  honaa,  and  under  the  house,  and  in  the 
yard,  and  bushes  about  the  yard,  and  up  the  chimney,  and  every  place  for  me. 

Question.  What  time  of  night  was  it  ? 

Answer.  About  11  o'clock. 

Question.  Was  she  in  bed  ? 

Answer.  She  and  her  daughter  were  all  abed. 

Question.  Describe  the  clothes  these  men  had  on. 

Answa\  They  had  false  faces  on  and  knit  caps. 

Question.  What  kind  of  clothes  ? 

Answer.  She  didn't  tell  me. 

Question.  Did  she  know  any  of  them  ? 

Answer.  She  didn't  tell  me. 

Question.  Did  they  come  on  horseback  or  on  foot  ?  (^  \ 

Answci*.  They  were  on  foot  when  she  saw  them.  Digitized  by  VjOO^ IC 

Question.  What  did  this  band  of  disguised  men  do  after  leaving  your  house? 

Answer,  They  went  to  another  man?  house  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  my 
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house,  and  inquired  for  me  there,  and  this  man  told  them  I  wasn't  there.  They  went 
hack  to  my  house  and  told  my  wife  to  go  there  and  see  if  I  was  there.  They  wont  there 
and  I  wasn't  there,  and  they  took  him  out  and  killed  him ;  they  shot  him.twenty-seven 
times,  and  cut  his  throat  from  ear  to  ear. 

Qi(€8tion.  Did  you  see  his  hody  after  he  was  dead  ? 

Aiistcer.  No,  sir ;  my  wife  saw  it.    I  saw  the  coffin  he  was  in. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  t 

An8wct\  Lem  Camphell. 

Question.  That  was  the  man  killed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  ho  murdered  at  his  own  house  T 

Answer.  He  was  taken  off  from  his  house  ahont  a  hundred  yards^ 

Question.  By  the  same  hand  that  came  for  you  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  This  was  two  weeks  ago  last  Monday  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  Camphell's  offense  was,  or  what  this  crowd  had  against 
him? 

Answer.  When  I  was  there  on  Wednesday,  when  they  wore  going  to  his  grave,  I  heard 
hoth  hlack  and  white  say  they  knew  nothing  amiss  ahout  him  in  the  world. 

Question.  What  did  this  crowd  tell  your  wife  in  relation  to  y«ur  staying  in  that 
*  county  t 

Answer.  They  said  if  I  staid  in  Choctaw  County  they  would  get  me ;  that  they  had 
come  to  settle  the  country  ;  it  was  not  settled  yet,  and  they  meant  to  settle  it  before 
they  quit;  not  to  only  get  me,  but  to  get  all  that  were  in  there.  That  is  what  she 
said  they  said. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  colored  men  in  that  county  being  whipped  or 
killed? 

Aiiswer.  I  have  known  of  four  or  five  beiug  killed  there  this  year.    I  know  the  names. 

Question.  Give  the  name  of  the  first  one  ? 

Answer.  The  first  one  was  Abe  Lyon,  to  my  knowing. 

Question.  The  committee  beard  idl  about  him  yesterday ;  you  need  not  tell  his  case. 

Answer.  The  next  was  Mike  Campbell. 

Question.  Was  that  the  man  yon  have  just  spoken  of,  who  was  shot  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Give  the  particulars  of  his  case ;  tell  the  committee  when  Michael  Camp- 
bell was  killed? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell  you  exactly ;  I  just  know  he  was  kiUed  this  year,  Mid  not  long 
ago. 

Question.  Did  yon  know  Mike  Campbell  f 

Answer.  I  knew  his  name  and  where  he  lived. 

Question.  How  far  from  you  f  • 

Answer.  About  seven  miles  from  me. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  whether  he  was  killed  by  disguisod  men  or  not  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  was  killed  by  the  same  men. 

Question.  In  the  night  T 

Ansioer.  In  the  night,  between  midnight  and  day. 

Question,  Shot? 

Answer.  Shot ;  I  saw  his  wife  and  talked  with  her. 

Question.  Did  she  tell  you  the  particulars  T 

Answer.  She  told  me  as  near  as  she  could  recollect. 

Question.  Did  they  find  him  at  his  house  ? 

Answer.  They  found  him  at  his  house  asleep  in  bod  with  his  wife ;  they  took  htm  oat 
of  Ills  house  and  carried  him  off  two  hundred  yards  by  the  side  of  the  big  road. 

Question.  Did  his  wife  know  what  he  was  shot  for  ?' 

Anstoer.  No;  she  didn't  know. 

Question.  What  were  the  other  two  cases  ? 

Answer.  The  next  one  was  Isham. 

Question.  What  was  his  other  name  f  • 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  A  colored  man  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Questio7i.  Was  it  Isham  Ezell  f 
Answer.  I  don't  know  his  other  name. 

By  the  Cuaibmak  :  C^r\r\n\i> 

Question   Did  you  know  him  T  °  9'^'"^^  ^v  VjOOg  IC 

dnswer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  lived  close  by  me. 
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Quesii&n.  What  tiraoTvasitt 

Afmco;  I  cau^t  tell  you. 

Question.  Was  it  this  year  T 

Ansxcer.  Yes,  sir ;  Dot  lone  since  in  this  year. 

Question,  How  was  he  killed  f 

Jnawen  The  understanding  I  had  was,  he  was  taken  out  about  one  hundred  yards 
and  shot,  and  his  throat  cut ;  and  they  shot  his  wife  through  one  of  her  legs  twice. 

Question.  Was  this  by  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  how  large  the  band  of  disguised  men  was  that  went  to 
the  house  f 

Ansiver.  Sixteen  every  time. 

Question.  What  was  the  next  case  T 

Answer,  That  is  four  already,  isn't  it  t 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  I  think  the  next  one  was  named  John. 

Question,  Did  you  know  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  lived  away  down  between  Butler  and  Bladen,  but  it  is  in  Choc- 
taw County. 

Question  Was  he  a  married  man  ? 

Ansicer,  I  never  understood  whether  he  was  or  not. 

Question.  Was  he  shot  this  year  too  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  shot  this  year  too. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  the  particulars  ? 

Anstcer.  All  of  it  has  been  done  since  March. 

Question.  How  many  men  took  him  out  and  shot  him  ? 

Answer,  There  was  sixteen. 

Question.  Was  that  in  the  night-time  1 

Ansicer.  All  of  that  was  in  the  night-time,  between  midnight  and  day,  or  about  11 
o'clock. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  in  all  these  cases  the  men  who  did  these  murders 
"were  disguised  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  could  understand  that.    . 

Question.  But  did  you  understand  that  the  men  who  committed  those  murders  were 
covered  with  those  disguises  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  of  them  had  them  on. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  colored  people  being  whipped  in  Choctaw  County  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  them  being  whipped. 

Question,  Often,  or  only  a  few  cases  f 

Answer.  Well,  about  fifteen  or  t^'enty.. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  what  tney  were  whipped  about  T 

Anstcer,  No,  sir. 

Qitestion.  Are  you  afraid  to  go  back  there  to  live  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  can't  go  back  there. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  Mike  Campbell's  wife  is  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir  j  I  know  the  very  spot. 

Question,  Where  ? 

Anstcer.  At  the  old  Campbell  place,  right  down  where  the  two  creeks  come  together; 
Tickabum  Creek  and  Clark  Creek  come  together  there. 

Qu^tion.  Where  is  Isham's  wife  T 

Ansicer,  I  don't  know  exactly  where  she  lived ;  I  have  been  by  the  place ;  I  could 
go  to  it. 

Question.  She  is  still  in  Choctaw  T 

Anstcer.  I  think  she  is  in  Choctaw,  except  she  moved  lately. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  school-houses  being  burned  down  there! 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  is  very  little  school  goes  on  about  there. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question.  Whose  wife  was  it  that  was  shot  f 

Anstcer.  Isham's.  She  had  two  shots  in  one  leg.    She  has  had  to  walk  on  crutches. 
Question.  She  is  living  down  there  now  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair:    .  ^^  j 

Qu4i8tion,  You  say  your  name  is  William  Lee  ?  Digitized  by  VjOOglC 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  used  to  belong  to  James  M.  Lee. 
Question.  You  say  these  men  were  invariably  sixteen  men  in  this  crowd  t 
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Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  every  time  I  could  learn  anythiiig  from  tbem  they  were  fiixtcen. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  any  of  them  were  t 

Amicer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  them ;  my  wife  saw  them,  and  her  daughter.  I  wasn't 
there. 

Question.  Did  she  say  whether  she  knew  any  of  them  or  notf 

Answe7\  She  never  told  me. 

Question.  Did  you  ask  her  t 

A7iswe7',  Yes,  sir ;  I  asked  her,  but  she  never  told  me,  only  to  say  what  she  bought, 
but  thinking  isn't  anything. 

Question.  What  did  they  want  to  kill  you  fort 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  dispute  with  anybody  there  t 

Ansvcer.  No  dispute,  no  fuss,  no  trouble,  picked  up  nothing,  attended  to  no  one  else ; 
no  just  cause  can  bo  brought  against  me  by  white  or  black. 

Question.  Where  does  your  old  master,  Lee»  live  t 

Ansxcer.  James  M.  Lee—he  lives  up  on  the  Selma  Railroad,  away  up. 

Question.  Whereabouts  t 

Answer.  He  lives  about  twelve  miles  &om  Demopolis  here  on  the  road. 

By  Mr.  Bucklky  : 
Question.  In  Sumter  County  T 
Ansivei'.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Have  you  no  idea  what  the  white  people  came  to  your  house  for  t 

Anstcer.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  no  idea  what  any  one  of  them  came  there  for. 

QuvMion.  And  these  other  men,  do  you  know  what  they  killed  them  for  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  learned  anything  that  they  ever  did. 

Question.  Anything  that  it  was  said  they  nad  done  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  Inever  could  learn  anything  they  said  they  had  done. 

Question.  Abe  Lyon  was  pretty  well  off,  was  he  not  t 

Answer.  He  was  a  right  smart  man— a  good  liver  and  hard-woiker,  and  had  right 
smart. 

Question.  Had  a  good  trade  t        • 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  about  as.good  a  blacksmith  as  any  one  I  know. 

Question.  Was  doing  very  well  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    He  worked  in  a  public  shop. 

Question.  Was  it  supposed  that  he  h^  accumulated  some  little  money? 

Answer.  1  don't  know. 

Question.  Was  that  the  impression  t 

Answer.  I  never  learned,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  idea  that  he  was  killed  for  his  money  t 

Anstcer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  never  heard  that  said  by  anybody  T 

Ansiver.  "So.  sir  j  I  never  heard  that  said  by  anybody. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  talked  with  his  widow,  who  is  here  now  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  staid  very  close  to  her  last  night.  I  have  been  knowing  her  now 
for  two  years — lived  near  her. 

Qttestion.  Did  she  toll  you  Abe  had  a  large  sum  of  moniey  at  the  time  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  she  tell  you  they  had  some  ^600  there  that  he  had  in  a  box  t 

Afiswer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  She  never  told  you  that  T 

Anstcer.  No.  sir. 

Question.  Sue  told  the  committee  yesterday  that  her  husband  had  about  that  sum  of 
money,  and  they  had  counted  it  out  between  them  a  day  or  two  previous.  Now  if  that 
was  known  around  there,  do  you  shppose  it  possible  that  he  might  have  been  killed 
for  his  money  t 

Afiswer.  If  it  was  known,  no  doubt.  I  know  he  worked  in  that  public  shop,  and  did 
a  great  deal  of  work  for  Daniel  McCall  and  Mr.  Hessey,  and  they  paid  him  a  good  deal 
of  money.  Mr.  Hessey  paid  him  a  hundred  dollars  in  cash.  I  heard  that  the  two  men 
paid  him  (300  since  Christmas  of  this  year. 

Question.  Was  not  that  known  around  there  T 

Aiiswer.  I  don't  khow.  I  suppose  no  one  knew  it  except  the  white  people;  thoy 
know  it. 

Question.  Did  not  you  know  it  t 

Answer.  No,  sir.    That  is  just  what  I  hoard. 

Question.  You  heard  of  it  at  the  time  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  it.  I  never  heard  that  was  what  he  was  killod  for,  but  I 
'card  he  had  that  much  money  paid  to  him.  • 
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Question.  Did  you  not  hear  that  the  money  was  taken  f 

Answa\  No,  sir ;  I  never  beard  anything  about  the  money  being  taken. 

(Question,  Did  not  his  xfrife  say  it  ? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  his  wife  until  yesterday  evening. 

Question.  She  stated  here  that  she  never  could  find  the  money. 

Ansivcr.  They  went  into  her  house,  and  went  thi'ough  everything;  I  heard  that. 

Questi(m.  That  they  searched  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  they  rolled  over  everything,  and  went  in  everything. 

Question.  Did  not  that  look  as  if  they  went  there  lor  the  purpose  of  plundeiing  him 
and  getting  his  money  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  looks  so. 

Question.  And  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  other  cause  assigned  for  this  crime,  would  not 
you  have  supposed  that  that  was  what  it  was,  if  tney  had  hunted  for  this  money  and 
got  itf 

Ansiper.  It  must  have  been  that  way ;  I  don't  see  any  way. 

Question.  Who  was  this  man  Ezell,  or  Isham  ;  what  did  he  do  f 

Answer.  I  never  learned  anything  he  ever  done. 

Question.  You  never  heard  any  complaint  against  him  of  any  kindt 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  a  pretty  well-to-do  black  man  t 

Anstcer.  No.  sir ;  not  very  well. 

Question.  This  man  John— you  knew  him  f 

Answer.  No,  sir  j  I  never  knew  him  ;  neither  his  name  nor  his  way  of  life.  I  just 
heard  of  his  name — of  such  a  man  as  that ;  that  is  all. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  it  is  likely,  inasmuch  as  they  killed  Abo  Lyon  in  that  way 
and  robbed  him  of  his  money,  that  this  band,  which  seems  to  be  composed  of  the  same 
men,  or  about  the  same  number  of  men,  were  doing  these  things  for  the  purpose  of 
robbing  the  people  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  is  the  same  men  doing  it  all  the  time. 

Question.  You  think  it  is  by  the  same  men  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  not  likely,  if  they  robbed  Abe  Lyon,  as  there  is  no  motive  assigned  for 
their  attack  on  these  black  people,  that  their  object  was  the  same  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  for  they  never  searched  any  one*  else's  house  that  they  killed,  as  I 
could  learn,  because,  when  they  killed  Lem  Campbell,  they  never  went  back  to  his 
house  at  all  no  more  after  they  carried  him  out ;  so  my  wife  said. 

Question.  Did  they  search  your  house  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  it  was  for  me ;  that  is  all  the  searching  they  did  there. 

Question^  Did  they  take  anything  out  of  your  house  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  didn't  take  anything  at  all. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Was  it  generally  supposed  that  the  men  who  killed  Abe  Lyon  were  white 
meuf 

Ansioer.  Yes^  sir ;  I  expect  they  were  white  men.  As  far  as  I  could  leam,  they  were 
white  men.  I  think  I  heard  that  they  believed  there  was  black  men  with  them,  as  far 
as  four. 

Question.  Four  black  men  f 

Answer.  But  I  never  could  leam  any  names. 

Question.  You  say  it  was  the  supposition  that -it  was  the  same  band  which  committed 
those  other  murders  f 

Afiswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Always  the  same  number— sixteen  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  far  apart  were  those  murders  committed  T 

Answer.  In  the  same  settlement. 
^   Question.  In  the  same  month  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  in  three  or  four  months. 

Question.  Was  anything  overdone  that  these  men  should  commit  those  murders  T 

Answer.  No,  sir :  not  a  thing. 

Question.  Did  tne  officers  ever  attempt  to  make  any  arrests,  or  make  any  stir  about 
it,  to  txy  to  find  out  who  it  was  t 

Answer.  No,  sir  j  no  further.  When  they  said  they  were  going  to  have  a  jurj'  or  in- 
qneet,  they  never  held  no  jury,  because  nobody  never  touched  them,  except  to  get 
tnem  together,  and  write  it  in  a  book,  and  then  throw  it  away  like  chips  at  the  door, 
and  that  was  the  end  of  it.  They  never  did  anything  more  than  that.  They  had  a 
book  to  read,  and  said  they  were  holding  inquest  over  them,  talking  to  all  of  thom  to 
know,  and  setting  it  down ;  and  after  that  it  was  all  thrown  away.  The  juries  always 
would  touch  them.    I  have  seen  that  done,  but  they  never  did  nothing.  ^ 
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DbmopoliS;  Alabama,  October  25,  1871. 

PEARSON  J.  GLOVER  swom  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  State  to  the  committee  your  place  of  residence  and  your  occupation  T 

Aimccn  Twelve  milea  from  Demopolis,  on  the  Demopolis  and  Dayton  road,  Marengo 
County.    Planter. 

Question.  Are  you  a  native  of  the  State  of  Alabama? 

Answer.  I  was  bom  within  three  miles  of  Demopolis.  For  nine  years  I  was  a  ncm- 
resident  of  the  State,  in  Connecticut  and  Virginia. 

Question.  The  committee  have  subpoonaed  you,  Mr.  Glover,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing any  information  you  may  have  of  a  visitation,  by  disguised  men,  to  your  plantation, 
and  to  learn  their  purposes,  and  what  they  accomplished T 

Anstccr.  Well,  sir,  I  think  it  was  in  January  or  February  last,  I  employed  a  gentle- 
man by  the  name  of  Neibling  as  school  trustee  of  township  seventeen,  to  teach  the 
children  of  the  frccdmen  of  the  south  end  of  that  township.  After  his  employment 
everything  went  on  pleasantly  and  agreeably.  He  did  not  interfere  with  the  labor 
system  anywhere,  although  there  were  rumors  and  reports  of  his  interference  with  the 
matrimonial  relations  of  some  negroes.  That  I  know  nothing  about,  and  I  believe  it 
to  be  untrue.  There  was  a  rumor  started  by  the  negroes  themselves,  sir,  as  far  as  I 
have  since  been  able  to  learn.  \ 

Question.  A  nnnor  of  his  matrimonial  negotiations  ? 

Ansu'cr.  Of  his  negotiations  with  matrimonial  parties  on  the  female  side,  sir.  In 
other  words,  he  was  something  on  the  Don  Juan  order,  as  it  was  said,  but  that  I  do  not 
believe  from  what  I  can  understand  myself.  The  point  is,  he  came  representing  him- 
self to  be  a  democrat,  believing  that  political  opinion  was  as  free  in  our  country  as 
others,  and  that  the  negroes  had  a  right,  if  they  were  disposed  to  do  so,  to  act  for 
themselves,  but  that  their  true  interests  lay  with  the  southern  people,  provided  the 
southern  people  did  nothing  inimical  to  them  as  a  race.  I  went  to  Dayton  and  was 
absent  five  days  attending  to  business.  During  my  absence  there  was  a  party  of  ten 
men,  as  Mr.  Neibling  represents  to  me,  and  also  Mr.  Johnson,  who  is  summoned  here 
to-day,  came  to  my  house  and  forced  an  entrance,  and  told  Mr.  Johnson,  who  was  an 
old  United  States  soldier  for  live  years  at  one  time,  that  their  business  was  not  with 
him,  but  it  was  with  Mr.  Neibling.  They  took  Mr.  Neibling  out — this  I  cannot  state  as 
evidence,  for  I  am  not  personally  cognizant  of  the  matter.  It  is  simply  what  they  nar- 
rated to  me  when  I  came  back. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Is  it  information  that  you  deem  reliable  f 
Anstoer.  I  deem  it  to  be  reliable ;  that  they  took  him  out  and  whipped  him. 

By  the  Chairm.\n  : 

Question.  Did  you  understand  how  severely  they  whipped  him  f 

Anmver.  Well,  sir,  there  was  one  party  who  whipped  him  very  severely ;  the  otiiere 
struck  hini  lightly.  He  staled  that  each  of  the  party  struck  him  fifteen  lashes,  bat 
that  none  of  them  hurt  him  except  one  man,  and  that  one  hurt  him  very  badly. 

Question.  You  stated  the  number  of  men  at  what  f 

Answer.  At  ten.  One,  however,  held  the  horses,  and  only  nine  acted — or  eight — ^vhile 
they  were  with  him.  I  have  forgotten  as  to  that.  As  a  freeholder  I  felt  the  indignity 
of  their  coming  to  mv  house,  without  permission,  and  whipping  him.  I  believed  that 
I,  as  a  freeholder,  had.  the  right  to  defend  it.  I  believe,  perhai)s,  it  is  the  only  right  I 
now  possess  independent  of  the  law  or  Congress,  or  anything  else.  I  therefore  took  it 
as  an  indignity  to  myself,  and  I  issued  a  notice  to  the  people  of  Marengo  County,  or 
to  tliese  ten  men  especially,  that  I  was  at  home,  and  that  I  had  shipped  my  family,  my 
children,  from  home,  and  if  they  would  come  they  would  not  run  the  chance  of  finding 
them  there,  and  possibly  killing  my  wife  by  a  visit  from  such  fellows,  and  the  fright  which 
was  consequent  upon  it ;  that  I  would  stay  at  home  and  keep  her  away  for  two  months, « 
and  they  were  welcome  to  come  back.  They  threatened  to  come  back  in  live  days,  as  I 
was  informed  by  Mr.  Neibling,  if  he  did  not  leave.  I  had  found  him  a  good  scribe, 
pleasant  and  gentlemanly  in  demeanor.  I  took  him  there  and  asked  him  to  post  my 
plantation  accounts,  and  he  was  doing  that,  and  while  he  was  at  my  house  and  thus 
employed  this  matter  occurred.  On  my  return  I  issued  this  st^itement  to  tliese  fen  nieu, 
addressing  it  to  them  personally,  saying  that  I  would  keep  him  at  my  house ;  that  lie 
should  not  leave  the  country;  and  tiiat  I  would  kill  any  man  who  came  tJiere  to  molest 
him. 

Question.  Did  you  cause  that  to  be  published  in  the  newspaper? 

Answer.  I  have  the  original  in  my  pocket  now.  The  publication  is  on  file  in  tbe 
Demopolis  paper,  and  also  in  the  Linden  paper.  Copies  went  to  the  Selma  x>a^r.  The 
•iditor  being  an  old  college  mate  of  mine,  published  it  voluntarily.  _ 

Queailon»  You  say  you  have  the  original  draught  of  it  here  I 
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Anawe}'.  Yes,  sir.  That  was  modified  to  a  great  exteut,  because,  being  in  a  great  pas- 
sion at  tbe  time  I  draughted  it — ^for  I  wrote  the  original  draught,  as  he  was  a  foreigner ; 
he  was  a  good  scribe,  but  so  far  as  grammar  or  the  little  accomplishments  of  criticism 
were  concerned,  I  thought  it  best  to  draught  it  for  him,  knowing  it  contained  his  sen- 
timents to  the  letter.  Besides  that,  I  took  a  personal  interest  in  the  matter.  He  signed 
it,  indorsing  it  in  full  as  expressing  his  sentiments. 

Question.  Was  your  house  ever  visited  again  by  these  men  ? 

Answer.  He  left  here.  They  wrote  me  a  letter  stating  that  if  I  did  not  take  back 
what  I  had  said  in  the  paper  they  would  give  mo  a  visitation  of  the  same  kind. 

Question.  Who  wrote  you  such  a  letter  ? 

Anstcer.  I  have  no  idea. 

Question.  How  was  it  signed  T 

Ansicer.  It  was  signed  blank.    There  was  no  signature. 

Question.  Was  there  any  insignia  or  device  on  the  letter  f 

Anstcer.  As  I  remember  it  there  was  not.  It  was  simply  a  notice  to  me  to  take  back 
what  I  had  sai(i  in  the  pa^er  against  these  ten  men,  and  asserting  that  they  were  gen- 
tlemen. .  They  had  been  in  my  bed-room  and  had  spit  all  over  it.  I  referred  to  that 
fact  in  the  publication.  I  had  made  it  pei-soual  to  them,  describing  them  and  their 
conduct ;  that  they  had  taken  this  step  under  cover  of  the  so-called  Ku-Klux  excite- 
ment ;  that  it  was  done  so  as  to  steal  my  mules,  and  to  be  an  excuse  for  every  style  of 
outlawry  or  anything  else  of  that  order.  They  stated  that  if  I  did  not  take  back  this 
they  would  deal  with  me.  I  simply  went  to  Linden,  the  county-seat,  and  stuck  up  a 
uotice  that  they  might  go  to  hell,  damn  them. 

Question.  Were  these  men  who  visited  your  house  when  the  teacher  was  whipped 
said  to  have  been  disguised  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Johnson  can  give  you  a  description  of  the  style  tlifey  came  in  bett-er  than 
I.    It  is  simply  a  surmise  on  my  part. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  your  information  is  of  such  a  character  that  you 
believe  the  facts  which  you  state  to  be  true  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Is  it  your  information  that  these  ten  men  who  whipped  Mr.  Neiblingcame 
there  disguised  ? 

Ansiver.  It  is. 

Question.  Is  it  your  information  that  the  horses  were  disguised  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  for  the  simple  reason  that  I  had  a  personal  difficulty  with  one  man 
who  rode  a  roan  horse.  I  went  to  his  house  and  told  him  to  come  out ;  and  I  told  him 
I  thought  he  was  the  only  man  in  the  neighborhood  that  had  a  roan  horse.  I  was  so 
informed,  but  found  that  I  was  mistaken.  I  was  informed  that  Mr.  Neibling  was  put 
behind  him  when  carried  into  the  woods,  and  I  came  down  there  for  the  especial  pur- 
pose of  giving  him  a  daftmed  good  whipping — that  v/as  my  remark  to  him — if  he  would 
give  me  a  fair  show,  and  not  take  advantage  of  his  freeholder  rights ;  and  if  he  was 
not  satisfied  with  that,  to  meet  me  here  as  a  gentleman.  I  had  reason  to  regret  that, 
because  I  learned  afterward  that  the  man  was  sick  and  in  bed  at  the  time,  and  had 
no  Poan  horse.    But  the  hairs  on  his  breeches  or  pants  were  from  a  roan  horse. 

Qttestion.  On  Neibling's  pants  f 

Ajiswer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  therefore  I  knew  it  was  a  roan  horse  which  he  had  ridden ;  but 
these  things  are  hearsay. 

Question.  What  has  become  of  Mr.  Neibling  f 

Answer.  He  returned  home,  at  the  solicitation  of  his  mother. 

Question.  Did  he  continue  teaching  his  school  after  this  whipping? 

Answer.  He  continued  until  July — this  thing  happened  in  April— under  my  protec- 
tion, and  was  staying  at  my  house. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  he  owes  his  immunity  from  further  punishment  to 
the  protection  you  exercised  f 

Answer.  I  think  he  owed  it  to  the  public  sentiment,  which  thoroughly,  on  the  part  of 
all  men,  reprobated  the  action  of  these  ten  men,  and  indorsed  me  in  the  position  I  took 
relative  to  the  afifair. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  excitement  at  the  time  Y 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  no  particular  excitement  at  the  time,  that  I  remember. 

Question.  You  felt  that  you  had  the  strong,  hearty  support  of  the  better  sentiment  of 
tbe  community  p  your  efforts  to  protect  the  man  ¥ 

Answer.  This  is  exactly  what  I  found  j  that  there  is  a  principle  of  outlawry,  a  feeling 
predominant  in  a  certain  tslass  in  every  community  in  favor  of  violence  and  stirring 
up  all  the  elements  of  strife,  knowing  that  they  are  the  sediment,  and  that  the  se<Ii- 
mcnt,  when  disturbed,  may  come  to  the  top.  Under  that  principle,  it  is  my  deliberate 
opinion  that  these  men  were  persons  who  represent  Only  a  horse,  and  probably  a  double- 
barreled  shot-gun  and  a  pistol,  in  this  country — men  who  could  pick  up  and  ^et  away 
fh>m  here  and  leave  nothing  behind  them  of  their  own.    I  found  that  I  was  rights  ?^ 
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cause  all  the  men  who  were  interested  in  the  country,  or  who  had  landed  interests  herey 
which  they  could  not  leave  behind  at  short  notice,  because  our  matters  here  are  in 
such  a  state  that  a  man  fiuds  great  difficulty  in  selLiog  his  land  without  long  delay  and 
great  trouble  in  finding  a  purchaser — a  man  cannot  leave  at  short  notice  now  ;  it  is  im- 
possible, if  he  has  large  interests— I  found  that  the  style  of  men  who  had  a  stake  in 
the  country  driven  in  their  own  land,  thoroughly  indorsed  me  in  every  respect,  shape, 
and  form,  and  I  lost  no  popuhurity.  I  do  not  know  thai  I  lost  it  even  with  the  otlier 
class,  for  this  reason,  if  you  want  my  sentiments :  that  class  of  people  arc  never  ruled 
by  mind  or  reason,  but  by  brute  force  alone,  and  found  what  I  intended  to  do,  and  that 
they  would  encounter  danger,  and  that  I  had  the  indorsement  of  the  people,  and  the 
act  of  indorsement,  because  thirty  or  forty  men  offered  to  come  to  my  bouse  and  de- 
Zend  me  and  mine — the  young  men  of  this  town,  whom  I  can  mention,  and  give  refer- 
ence by  name  to  them.  At  first  I  felt  bitt-erly,  for  I  felt  that  the  southern  country  was 
not  the  x>lace  to  live,  if  that  was  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  the  private  room  of  a  gen- 
tleman's house,  in  his  wife's  room.  I  had  no  shutters  to  it  at  that  time.  I  had  bought 
the  house  only  a  year  or  two  previous,  and  had  no  way  of  fastening  th<i  windows ;  and 
I  had  requested  Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Neibling  to  stay  in  my  house,  instead  of  staying 
in  their  own  out  rooms,  to  protect  it  during  my  absence.  Then  while  I  was  gone  this 
matter  transpired.  When  I  came  home,  I  did  not  have  the  heart  t<F  turn  the  young 
man  out — ^he  was  not  more  than  nineteen  years  old — and  place  him  at  their  mercy,  and 
I  determined  to  protect  him,  if  necessary,  with  my  life ;  and  I  did  so.  I  think  now  it 
was  probably  a  prudent  step  on  my  part. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  Have  you  ever  ascertained  the  names  of  any  of  the  parties  concerned  in  that 
outrage  f  * 

Answer,  I  heard  a  thousand  and  one  rumors,  sir,  in  this  connection,  but  I  have  never 
got  to  the  bottom  of  it  yet.  The  only  information  I  could  arrive  at  accurately  was  in 
reference  to  a  party  who,  when  I  charged  him  with  it,  offered  any  sort  of  esplanation» 
and  denied  emphatically  that  ho  was  at  my  house }  still,  I  believe  he  vrixh  there.  Thai 
X)arty  was  killed  by  a  friend  of  mine  at  Linden  some  three  or  four  months  ago ;  and 
this  Mr.  Burney,  who  killed  him,  is  a  fugitive  from  justice  now. 

Question,  How  far  is  your  plantation  u'om  Linden? 

Answer,  Seven  miles  and  a  half.  The  party  I  think  I  have  reason  to  believe  was  there 
from  the  letter.  It.  was  in  his  handwriting,  I  think,  and  parties  have  told  me  that  he 
was  there.    I  paid  no  attention  to  it. 

Question,  Is  that  the  man  who  was  killed  T 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir;  his  name  was  something  like  Marschalk. 

Question.  What  occupation  did  he  follow  r 

Ansvjer,  He  was  in  town  here  and  had  something  to  do  on  a  newspaper ;  I  think  he 
was  an  associate  editor  of  a  newspaper  at  Linden. 

Question,  A  democratic  paper  T 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  it  is  hard  work  to  tell  what  he  was. 

Question,  But  I  ask  yon  as  to  the  politics  of  the  newspaper  T 

Answer,  Democratic  at  the  time  this  thing  happened.  Still,  at  the  same  time,  he  was 
in  full  sympathy  with  the  republican  ofiice-holders  of  the  connty ;  he  had  the  public 
printing  of  the  county,  as  given  out  by  them. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Do  you  believe  these  men  were  white  men  T 

Answer,  I  do,  sir. 

Question.  You  stated  that^'he  negroes  got  out  a  rumor  that  Neibling  was  encroachuEig 
upon  their  marital  rights  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  got  that  out,  and  they  got  out  the  rumor  that  this  thing  was' 
done  on  that  account. 

Question,  The  negroes  did  t 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question^  Did  they  believe  it  was  done  on  that  account  T 

Answer,  A  greiit  many  did,  and  others  did  not.  Some  people  thought  it  was  done  by 
whi  te  men,  for  what  reason,  they  did  not  know ;  but  the  negi-oes  at  the  time  were  opposed 
to  this  gentleman,  except  the  negroes  on  my  plantation.  My  negroes  had  never  been 
in  discord  with  myself,  for  this  reason  :  I  never  had  professed  to  be  anything  at  all, 
except  in  favor  of  a  fair  administration  of  the  laws  and  a  just  constrnctiou  of  them; 
that  I  believed  the  true  representative  element  of  the  country  was  financial,  as  wcdl  as 
c^therwise,  in  the  way  of  brains ;  that  I  was  willing  to  do  them  justice ;  that  if  the 
United  States  established  any  law,  I  was  willing  to  carry  it  out,  and  that  all  I  wanted 
them  to  do  was  fairly  and  squarely  to  carry  out  their  contracts  with  mo  and  other 
men.  I  did  on  one  occasion  take  action  against  them,  and  advised  against  thom,  fac 
this  reason :  they  run  a  railroad  within  fifteen  miles  of  the  corner  of  the  countjt^ 
nd  asked  the  county  to  appropriate  a  hundred  and  tifty  thousand  doUacs  to  that 
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especial  railroad.    Parties  here  were  bought  iip,  who  advised  tbem  to  vote  for  it,  and 
they  did  vote  for  it,  and  saddled  the  conuty  with  the  tax. 

Question,  Who  advised  tbem  to  vote  for  it  t 

Anstver.  William  Burleigh  Jones,  the  so-called  senator  of  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Question,  He  was  active  m  getting  tbem  to  vote  for  that  tax  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  I  advised  against  it.  Again,  I  advised  them  not  to  place  the 
oourt-honse  at  Linden,  for  the  simple  reason  that  it  cut  off  the  negro  element.  *I  was 
giiided  by  self-intei'est,  to  be  candid,  in  choosing  between  that  place  and  this  section 
of  the  county,  representing  the  wealth  or  finances  of  the  country,  if  not  representing 
the  white  population,  but  it  represented  a  large  majority  of  the  population  of  the 
county,  negroes  and  whites,  in  the  aggregate.  Thete  were  large  streams,  dan^rons  to 
cross,  without  bridges.  These  bridges  oar  county  commissioners  have  found  it  impos-. 
sible  to  construct  without  a  tremendous  outlay  of  money,  I  advised  them  not  to  place 
the  court-house  at  Linden,  but  to  leave  it  here.  Mr.  Jones  went  to  them  and  urged 
tbem  to  vote  for  it.  It  is  said  that  hoTeceived  a  large  sum  of  money.  He  said  himself 
that  he  had  it.  He  said  that  right  here  in  Demopolls  that  he  bad  got  the  best  of  the  Lin- 
den party.  Now,  gentlemen,  I  am  not  prejudiced  against  any  man.  I  have  in  my  employ 
a  soldier  of  the  United  States  Government,  whom  I  have  had  for  four  or  five  years.  I 
have  every  confidence  in  him,  and  treat  him  as  a  member  of  my  own  family,  although 
he  is  but  an  humble  working-man.    He  fought  well,  and  got  his  discharge  in  this 

Slace.  No  Northern  man  can  say  I  have  not  been  friendly  to  him,  if  he  was  honest. 
»at  there  have  been  some  amongus  who  were  different.  There  have  been  politicians 
amongst  us,  who,  in  holding  positions,  did  not  abuse  them — candor  compelled  me  to 
state  the  fact — amongst  whom  was  one  of  your  compeers  in  Congress,  Major  Pierce,  a 
devoted  personal  friend  of  mine,  a«  he  himself  will  state.  We  were  opposed  in  politics 
although  it  was  the  distinction  of  twecdle-dum  and  tweedle-dee — new  departure  andre- 
pnblicanism.  There  is  a  decided  distinction  following  that,  though,  gentlemen,  for 
republicanism  goes  ftirther ;  it  indorses  certain  parties  who  came  amongst  us  here  and 
mixed  the  elements  of  discord,  whereas  we  wanted  to  be  loyal.  I  know  that  I  want  to, 
and  other  people  do.  I  have  indorsed  this  doctrine  and  proclaimed  it  publicly,  as  a 
thousand  can  verify  in  this  county,  that  this  is  the  best  Government  wb  ever  had  ;  that 
we  had  committed  a  mistake  in  point  of  expediency  ;  that  wo  ought  to  receive  this 
Government,  to  act  for  it,  and,  if  necessary,  fight  for  it ;  that  it  was  the  best  Government 
we  had ;  that  we  could  live  in  peace  under  it,  and  could  not  under  any  organization  oi 
government  of  our  own,  for  we  had  tested  that  matter  by  a  five  years'  war ;  that  I 
moved  that  we  take  it  and  receive  it  in  good  faith,  living  under  itslaws  and  executing 
them  where  they  were  fair  and  just,  and  where  they  were  unjust  take  legal  remedies ; 
nothing  else. 

By  Mr.  Bocklky  : 

Question,  This  question  of  the  location  of  the  court-house  has  been  a  troublesome 
one  for  years  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  has  been  moving  backwards  and  forwards  f 

Answer,  No,  sir  j  not  before  j  only  since  the  war.  Some  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago 
ther«  was  a  question  about  it.  That  was  when  I  was  a  boy,  and  I  was  absent  at  the 
time.  I  believe  1  was  at  New  Haven  at  that  time  at  school.  The  question  was  then 
agitated  between  Dayton  and  Linden  ;  since  then  it  has  been  bet^Yeen  Dayton,  and 
Linden,  and  this  place.  They  had  it  removed  by  legislative  action  to  this  point ;  they 
removed  it  twice.  The  second  action  was  barely  by  a  second  legislative  action.  The 
third  time  it  was  left  to  the  people  and  decided  that  it  should  be  carried  back  to  Lin- 
dea,  and  it  was  carried  back  to  Linden. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 
Qnesiion.  You  say  Jones  received  money  for  his  vote  to  carry  it  back  f 
Answer,  Ho  so  stated.    Negroes  have  informed  me  that  he  told  them  that  he  had  got 
the  best  of  those  Linden  parties,  in  a  recent  riot  that  occured,  which  riot  I  know  noth- 
ing at  all  about,  as  I  always  stay  away  from  such  things. 

Question.  This  young  man  who  was  teaching  school  at  your  place  was  a  democrat  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  have  his  statement,  under  his  own  signature,  to  that  effect,  in 
my  overcoat  pocket  now.    He  published  it  or  brought  here.    I  carried  it  to  Linden 
myself 
'^QiieMion.  What  did  they  tell  him  they  whipped  him  for ;  what  was  he  whipped  for  ? 
Anstcer.  God  knows.    There  is  a  great  jealousy  amongst  the  lower  classes  against 
the  negro.    They  go  into  the  negro-quarters  and  euveigle  the  negroes  off  with  these 
Wandishments,  and  I  think  they  thought  my  taking  him  there  and  my  keeping  him 
was  simply  a  move  to  get  labor — to  infiuence  labor ;  and  whereas  thev  did  n^t  inter- 
fere .  with  my  negroes  in  the  slightest,  or  any  other  party  on  my  plantation,  they 
effected  a  forcible  entrance  into  my  yard  and  house,  and  took  him  out.    I  think  it  was 
to  searo  him  out  of  the  country. 
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QuestioH.  Tou  think  the  cause  of  it  was  jealonsy  against  you  for  obtaining  labor  hy 
fnruisblDff  school  facilities  for  the  negroes  on  the  place  f 

Aimcei\  Yes,  sir,  I  do.  There  is  a  bottom  dividing  the  cane-brake  section  from  the 
section  below  me.  I  bold  that  bottom  myself—sixteen  hundred  acres— a  long  strip, 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  wide;  on  the  other  side  is  the  cane-brake,  or  Egypt  of  this 
section  uf  country.  The  corn  and  cotton  producing  sections  extend  into  Dallas  and 
part  of  it  into  Greene.  Below  me  is  a  sandy,  thin  section,  with  smaller  plantations. 
When  I  bought  this  plantation  it  had  been  rented  for  years,  and  they  had  drawn  away 
a  great  part  of  the  labor.  When  I  got  to  working  it  I  drew  back  a  great  part  of  the 
labor,  and  I  think  this  matter  was  personal  to  me  as  much  as  anything  else.  That  is 
my  candid  opinion  about  it.  Since  I  have  looked  into  it,  I  think  it  was  jealousy  of  that 
description.  In  every  section  of  the  country  there  is  an  element  of  population  that  is 
jealous  of  any  man  that  seems  to  be  thrifty  or  energetic  and  endeavoring  to  get  ahead 
— a  man  that  succeeds  in  it. 

Question.  As  I  understand,  you  sought  to  accommode  yourself  to  the  present  condi- 
tion of  affairs? 

Answer.  I  have  been  as  thoroughlv  reconstructed  as  any  man  in  the  country. 

Question.  And  you  sought,  in  the  oest  mode  you  knew  of,  to  obtain  and  retain  the 
labor  which  was  necessary  for  the  cultivation  of  your  place  T 

Answer.  1  did,  sir. 

Question.  And  in  doiuff  so,  you  believe  you  have  offended  certain  others ;  probably 
those  from  whom  this  labor  was  taken  1 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  was  the  cause  of  the  punishment  inflicted  upon  this  young  man  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  great  cause  of  it,  I  think,  sir. 

Question.  Did  it  go  so  far  as  to  exhibit  hostility  to  teaching  the  negroes ;  the  mere 
fact  of  teaching  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  it  did.  I  heard  some  rumors  there  of  some  hoa- 
tility  to  the  fact  of  his  staying  in  the  house  with  a  negro  before  I  took  him  in  my 
house  ;  but  I  did  not  think  he  did,  because  it  was  ascertamed  that  he  did  not  stay  in 
the  house  with  ar  negro.  He  simply  kept  house  and  employed  a  negro  to  do  his  cook- 
ing. There  was  no  social  equality  between  them  at  aU.  He  simply  used  the  negro  as  I 
do — as  a  servant.  The  young  man's  own  statement,  under  his  own  signature,  is  here 
in  ujy  pocket.  I  brought  it  over  with  me.  I  thought  probably  I  was  summoned  here 
in  reference  to  this  matter,  and  I  weat  up  to  the  oince  of  this  newspaper  across  here ; 
I  have  forgotten  its  name  now. 

Mr.  Blaiil  The  Exponent. 

The  WiTNBSS.  The  Exponent ;  and  procured  the  original,  as  it  was  handed  in  by  Mr. 
Neibliug  to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  Blair.  If  you  have  that,  yon  may  just  incoi'porate  it  in  your  testimony. 

The  Chairman.  I  would  like  to  hear  it  read.    Is  it  long  t 

The  Witness.  No,  sir ;  it  was  cut  down.  The  original  paper  was  very  materially 
cut  down,  because  I  was,  when  I  wrote  it,  very  angry.  A  man  who  is  angnr  does  not 
look  much  to  the  elegancies  and  proprieties  of  speech  in  his  publicatious.  I  will  read 
it: 

"  To  the  citizens  of  Marengo  County : 

*'  On  Sunday  night,  the  30th  of  April,  abont  12  o'clock,  I  was  aroused  from  my  sleep 
by  a  man  in  disguise  shaking  me  by  the  shoulder.  On  awakening  I  saw  several  more 
men  in  disguise  m  the  room.  They  commanded  me  to  get  up  and  dress,  and  I  did  80« 
After  dressing  they  disarmed  me,  took  me  out,  put  me  on  a  horse,  carried  me  to  the 
woods,  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  house,  and  there,  after  stripping  me  of  my 
clothing,  whipped  me.  There  were  ten^men,  and  they  each  struck  me  fifteen  lashes. 
After  this  they  told  me  to  dress,  and  their  l^ider,  I  think,  led  me  apart  and  gave  me 
this  warning :  *  We  will  give  you  five  days  to  leave  the  country,  and  if  you  don't,  it 
will  be  the  worst  for  you  next  time.'  I  then  requested  him  to  return  my  pistols.  He 
answered  me  and  said,  *  Never  mind  your  pistols ;  but  you  leave  the  country  in  five  days.' 
They  then  turned  their  horses  around  and  left  mo  alone  in  the  woods. 

*'  Six  months  ago  I  came  to  this  county  and  State.  Before  that  time  I  was  complex 
ing  my  course  of  commercial  study  or  education  at  Ponghkeepsio,  New  York.  There  I 
met  and  became  intimate  with  several  southern  students,  who  assured  me  that  thens 
was  no  better  field  for  good  business  ability  than  the  South.  Also,  during  my  whole 
life  I  was  brought  up  and  rocked  in  the  cradle  of  democracy  by  democratic  parentA, 
and  under  their  teachings  finally  believed  that  any  man  who  came  South,  and  by  a  ooarse 
ot  honest  endeavor,  not  attempting  to  foist  himself  upon  a  people  wholly  sti-angecs  to  him 
or  his  antecedents  as  an  office-holder,  or  even  as  a  politiciEil  adviser,  would  do  well  and 
live  as  safely  as  in  the  heart  of  the  West  or  North.  Six  months  ago,  I  repeat,  I  cauue 
here,  got  out  of  money  and  could  get  no  employment  except  that  of  teacher  of  a  iree 
coloreil  school.    I  took  that  position  then  as  a  matter  of  necessity,  and  if  any  man  raieo 
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xny  arrival  can  show  that  I  have  ever  had  any  thiag  to  do  with  politics  except  when  asked, 
and  then  to  quiotlv  and  firmly  announce  myself  democratic,  at  least  in  principle — 
for  I  am  not  yet  old  enoagh  to  vote — or  if  any  man  can  show  that  I  have  ever  given 
one  word  of  advice  to  the  neigroes  that  would  array  them  againat  their  employers, 
or  the  southern  people  i>olitically,  then  I  pledge  my  word  as  a  man  and  gentleman 
to  leave  the  country  that  moment.  And  whereas,  as  my  conscience  wholly  acquits  me 
of  any  wrong-doing,  I  do  not  intend  leaving  until  such  a  statement  is  made  and  corrob- 
orated, I  will  stay,  if  it  is  for  no  other  reason  than  to  show  the  right-minded  element 
of  this  country  that  I  am  not  a  do^,  or  worthy  of  a  dog's  treatment.  Again  I  will  state 
that  I  am  well  aware  that  the  United  States  Government  has  passed  certain  sweeping 
and  partisan  laws,  under  which  I  could  make  the  large  majority,  composing  the  inno- 
cent and  law-abiding  clement  of  this  county,  suffer  along  with  the  lew  thieves  and 
assassins  who  rove  ito  limits  by  night,  and  under  cover  of  its  darkness  perpetrate  acts 
which  their  cowardly  hearts  would  shrink  from  in  the  broad  light  of  day,  and  in  the 
face  of  their  fellow-men.  Knowing  these  facts,  and  knowing  too  that  such  acts,  as  per- 
petrated by  the  ten  devils  referred  to,  and  to  their  abettors,  would  embroil  a  whole 
county  innocent  of  wrong,  and,  if  a  statement  was  sent  to  Washington,  would  be  a 
sweet  morsel  to  the  radicals  Norths  and  would  be  magnified  a  hundred  fold  for  party 
purposes,  and  would  be  one  additional  argument  or  pretext  to  put  the  heel  of  military 
power  upon  an  already  prostrated  people,  and  to  crush  out  anything  like  freedom  of 
elections ;  knowing  these  facts,  and  also  knowing  that  parties  committing  these  out- 
ra^^es  are  not  true  representative  people  of  the  Southern  States,  but  are  true  represent- 
atives of  that  class  of  men  to  be  found  North,  East,  West  and  South,  who,  amid  any 
excitement,  political  or  not,  in  a  community  or  section,  perpetrate  acts  under  cover  of 
that  excitement  or  prejudice  as  a  blind  to  horse-thieving,  midnight  assassination,  and 
all  manner  of  crime— I  am  well  aware  that  the  great  mass  of  the  people  South,  com- 
posing its  education,  its  wealth,  its  social  standing — those  who  have  an  interest  in  the 
grosperity  of  their  State ;  who  have  property  to  be  preserved  by  law  and  order ;  who 
ave  lib^ies  to  protect ;  who  have  rights  to  cherish,  are  the  last  men  on  earth,  unless 
they  are  fools,  to  give  sanction  to  acts  of  violence  of  this  kind — to  such  m^  I  here 
state  that  I  do  not  attribute  to  the  whole  county  the  acts  of  a  few  bad  men,  and  that 
I  will  not  take  action  against  the  whole  county,  nor  will  I  encourage  any  one  to  seize 
hold  of  this  casual  or  incidental  outrage  to  blacken  a  whole  community,  or  misrepre- 
sent a  whole  State.  By  this  I  will  state,  that  I  will  pursue  to  the  bitter  end  of  the 
law  any  one  of  the  perpetrators  of  the  shame  inflicted  on  me,  or  if  they  give  me  a  man's 
chance,  will  drop  all  law  against  them,  and  will  settle  the  matter  with  them  **  man  to 
man  and  foot  to  foot."  Again  I  will  here  publicly  state  that  I  still  firmly  believe  that 
there  is  no  Ku-Klux  organization  in  this  county;  but  that  under  cover  of  its  supposed 
existence,  a  few  irresponsible  and  bad  men,  reckless  of  the  safety  of  their  fellow-citizens, 
perpetrate  their  misdeeds,  and  will  in  the  end  raise  their  hands,  unless  checked,  against 
any  man,  be  he  southern  or  northern,  whom  they  have  a  grudge  toward,  or  on  whom 
they  can  depredate. 

"W.  T.  NEIBLING." 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  I  would  like,  in  this  connection,  to  ask  you,  since  you  have  said  that  Mr. 
Neibling  was  a  young  man  of  nineteen,  whether  that  elaborate  composition,  which 
evinces  considerable  maturity  of  thought,  and  some  elegance  of  expression — certainly 
emanated  from  Mr.  Neibling — whether  it  was  really  his  composition  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Neibling,  sir,  told  me  his  sentiments ;  he  gave  me  a  rough  draught,  which  I 
have  at  home,  ^"'his  paper  incorporates  every  word  of  it,  and  he  signed  this.  Ho 
copied  it  as  I  dictated  the  language.  I  did  not  write  it ;  I  dictated  it.  I  asked  him 
at  the  end  of  every  sentence  il  that  suited  him. 

Question,  To  whom  does  the  structure  of  the  sentences  belong,  to  him  or  to  you  t 

Answer.  It  belongs  to  me. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Major  Glover,  will  yon  give  me  your  view  of  the  origin  of  these  troubles  in 
this  State  and  county  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  the  county  of  Marengo  has  been  remarkably  quiet.  Men  belonging 
to  the  United  States  Army  have  settled  here  and  been  free  from  persecution  and  trouble, 
limiting  themselves  to  a  legitimate  line  of  business,  even  if  they  styled  the  political 
field  a  legitimate  line  of  business ;  as  long  as  they  confined  themselves  strictly  to  poli- 
tics, have  never  been  troubled ;  and  I,  for  one,  am  ready  to  protect  any  man  that 
comes  to  my  house,  after  the  most  extravagant  republican  speech  that  can  be  made  by 
him  within  our  limits.  J  know  plenty  of  other  men  who  will  do  the  same  thing ;  pro- 
vided the  man  is  a  gentleman  and  worthy  to  come  into  my  house,  I  would  receive  him 
on  social  grounds,  outside  of  politics. 

Question,  Has  there  not  been  a  class  of  men  engaged  in  politics  in  this  State  and 
county  who  have  sought  to  array  one  class  of  people  against  the  other  Y 
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Ansicer.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that,  sir.  They  have  tried  to  ^  it  in  this  way.  I 
take  this  position,  and  I  really  am  getting  so  I  am  fretted  at  the  negroes,  and  losing 
all  kindness  of  feeling  toward'  them  for  this  reason.  All  the  amendments  to  the  Consti- 
tution, guaranteeing  him  protection,  I  have  been  ready  to  grant  him  in  good  faith.  If 
I  had  an  objection  to  it  I  should  not  do  anything  but  enter  a  legal  protest  against  it, 
however  i  fc  might  operate  against  me.  I  was  wiUing  to  do  that,  and  protect  the  negroes 
in  their  school.  There  is  my  challenge  to  the  county  of  Marengo.  I  have  the  original 
here  th^^t  I  obtained  this  morning  from  the  newspaper  office,  addressed  to  the  ten  men 
who  came  to  my  house  on  Sunday  night,  the  20th  of  April. 

[At  2  o'clock  the  committe  took  a  recess  of  one  hour  for  dinner.  Upon  re-assembling 
the  examination  of  Pearson  J.  Glover  was  resumed.] 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  At  the  close  of  the  session,  before  we  took  a  recess,  you  were  about  reading 
the  paper  which  you  published  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  After  I  loft  here  I  went  around  to  the  Demopolis  paper,  and  dis- 
covered that  my  communication  was  cut  down.  In  the  Linden  paper  it  was  given 
correctly,  except  the  typographical  errors.  I  had  a  difficulty  with  Mr.  Marschalk,  the 
editor  oif  the  paper,  the  day  I  got  him  to  publish  it.  I  charged  him  with  having  le(l  the 
party.  He  denied  it  by  everything  holy  and  righteous.  I  compelled  him  to  publish 
this  card,  and  in  addition  to  publishing*  it  ho  gave  a  criticism  on  it,  which  made  m© 
doubt  at  the  time  whether  he  was  there ;  but,  from  what  I  can  leam  since,  be  was  the 
leader  of  the  party,  and  the  only  spokesman  of  the  party.  He  was  a  great  rowdy,  and 
a  man  of  very  little  respectability — a  drunken,  rowdy  character.  He  raised  one  or  two 
rows  here  in  Demopolis.  Here  [exhibiting  a  paper]  is  the  card  as  I  originally  pub- 
lished it  in  the  Marengo  Journal,  Linden,  of  the  18th  of  May,  1871,  or  afi  I  signed  it, 
and  sent  it  in.  It  was  published  in  the  Demopolis  paper,  which  was  different  from  the 
Marengo  County  paper,  in  which  it  follows  Neibling's  paper  in  the  same  colunm  in 
which  tjiat  api)eared.    Do  you  wish  it  read  ? 

Mr.  Blair.  Yes,  sir. 

The  W1TNR88.  I  will  read  the  manuscript : 

"  To  the  ten  men  who  came  to  my  house  on  Sunday  night,  the  30th  of  April,  and 
perpetrated  the  above  outrage,  I  have  to  say,  I  denounce  you  as  cowards  and  outlaws, 
and  dare  yon,  as  sudiy  to  repeat  your  visit.  You  came  to  my  house,  and,  by  accident, 
my  wife  and  self  were  absent.  By  such  an  accident  my  wife's  life  was  probably  thus 
saved ;  for  had  she  been  at  home,  in  her  present  feeble  state  of  health,  she  would  have 
died  from  excitement  and  fright.  For  this  reason,  first  and  foreniostj  I  will  state,  that 
if  I  cat^h  you  on  my  premises  hereafter,  I  will  shoot  you  down,  and  will  consider  my- 
self guiltless  in  doing  so. 

"  I  \vi\\  again  do  this,  because  your  coming  to  my  honse  as  you  did  was  an  insult  t-o 
me  as  a  southern  man  and  gentleman,  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  charge,  by  implication,  that 
I  would  have  in  my  house,  and  in  my  employ,  one  worthy  the  treatment  of  a  dog,  and 
dangerous  to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  my  neighbors  and  fellow-citizens.  In  oppo- 
sition to  this,  I  will  state  that  nearly  five  months  ago,  as  school  trustee  of  township 
No.  17,  I  employed  Mr.  Neibliug  to  teach  the  colored  school  on  my  place.  As  a  conse- 
quence, and  in  my  own  interest,  I  closely  observed  Mr.  N.,  and'  found  that  be  bad 
nothing  to  do  with  anybody^s  business  but  his  own  ;  that  he  condemned  that  system  of 
government  which  pfaces  strangers  over  us  as  rulers;  that  he  stated  even  to  t-he 
negroes  that  the  South  had  enough  good  men  of  her  own/  to  rule  herself;  that  it  was 
to  their  interest  to  move  in  harmony  with  the  people  among  whom  they  lived  and  got 
their  bread. 

"  A^ain  I  will  state  that  shortly  after  I  employed  him,  Mr.  Mattingly,  then  the  county 
superintendent  of  education,  sent  him  two  or  three  hundred  republican  tickets  for  hijn 
to  distribute  before  the  contest  took  place  between  said  Mattingly  and  Mr.  Ellis.  Mr. 
M.  also  wrote  him  to  electioneer  for  him  and  to  attend  the  Dayton  box  the  day  of  the 
election,  and  hold  the  same  if  the  officers  appointed  failed  to  do  so.  Mr.  Neibling 
declined  having  anything  to  do  with  the  matter,  as  ho  did  not  consider  that  bis  duty 
as  a  teacher  called  on  him  to  do  so,  and  also  stated  to  Mr.  M.  that  he  did  not  indorse 
the  principles  of  the  republican  party.  The  consequence  was  that  the  election  at 
Dayton  went  by  default,  and  not  a  single  one  of  my  hands  on  that  day  attended  tlie 
election. 

"  Again,  as  I  employed  him  some  two  weeks  since  to  post  my  plantation  accounts, 
then  believing  that  I  was  not  encouraging  a  bad  man,  I  am  not  to  be  scared  into  the 
opinion  iww^  and  therefore  will  protect  him  as  long  as  he  breaks  my  bread  any  ^uto 
my  salt,  and  will  also  defend  my  house  and  homo  from  forcible  entry  and  illegal  assanli. 

"P.  J.  GLOVER," 

The  Witness.  Here  is  the  first  publication  of  it,  as  it  was  given  in  the  Marengo  p*" 
per,  wLich  was  much  stronger  and  niore  insulting,  and  in  which  I  denounced  them  as 
jurs  and  everything  else.    I  published  this  two  days  after  the  thing  occurred,  and  for- 
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got  the  proprieties  that  should  be  used  ia  going  into  public  print,  and  therefore  called 
Slings  by  their  names. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Which  do  you  prefer  should  go  in  your  testimony  as  printed  f  * 

Answer,  1  prefer  that  the  one  I  have  r^d  should  go  in,  for  this  other  is  hardly  a  gen- 
tlemanly document.    I  just  state  here  in  the  card  as  published  in  the  newspaper : 

'^  I  M^ain  dare  you  ten  men,  like  a  parcel  of  cowardly  hounds,  to  repeat  your  visit 
while  lam  at  home  and  my  wife  is  absent,  and  I  will  most  especially  promise  the  pup 
wlio  spit  on  the  floor  of  my  wife's  room  that  I  will  give  him  something  besides  to- 
baoco  to  chew  and  spit.  I  refer  to  the  companion  and  coa4Jutor  of  yours,  called  by 
you  'No.  2,'  who,  I  doubt  not,  possesses  a  rotten  enough  carcass  already,  but  still  would 
make  a  beautiful  corpse,  when  buried  in  the  same  windiuff-sheet  in  which  he  was  dis- 
guised, with  the  dirty  waters  of  the  '  Bogue'  to  wash  his  last  resting-place,  and  sing 
him  a  fitting  requiem.'' 

You  can  judge  of  the  style  of  it  from  that. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Will  you  now  give  to  the  committee  what,  in  your  judgment,  was  the  ori- 
gin of  the  bad  feeling  existing  in  this  community  between  the  &eedmen  and  their 
former  owners  t 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  when  freedom  to  the  negro  first  took  place,  there  were  parties 
came  among  us  here,  men  without  respectability,  socially  or  otherwise  who,  by  every 
means  in  their  power,  tried  to  aet  hold  of  the  political  management  of  the  negro,  and 
to  so  manage  him  that  it  would  be  to  their  own  personal  interest  by  electing  them  to 
ofi&ce  and  keeping  them  there.  Other  men  came  here  preaclnug  republican  doctrines; 
they  were  ardent  republicans,  and  I  believe  they  were  honest  toward  both^  black  and 
white ;  they  were  opposed  in  political  sentiment  to  the  great  body  of  our  white  popu- 
lation. They  remained  here  and  would  have  remained  hero  until  to-day.  For  in- 
stance, I  will  mention  Mr.  Burton  and  other  parties,  who,  finding  it  was  dog  eat  dog, 
that  they  were  turned  upon  by  their  kind,  refused  to  indorse  the  violent  and  extreme 
views  of  the  others.  For  instance,  Jones  came  out  into  the  court-house,  as  Judge 
O'Connor  can  certify,  and  also  M^jor  Hays,  the  present  member  of  Congress,  and  cursed 
all  parties,  Mr.  Burton,  and  every  member  of  the  republican  party,  and  told  the  ne- 
groes to  beware  of  them.  They  were  excited  to  such  an  extent  that  they  took  sticks 
and  drew  them  over  their  heads,  and  drew  pistols,  and  did  everything  of  the  kind. 
This  excitement  was  raised  to  place  them  in  opposition  to  those  men  whom  I  con- 
ceded to  be  honest,  and  with  whom  tbe  people  of  Marengo  County  never  inter- 
fered at  all.  These  men,  owing  to  tbe  political  prejudices  and  this  antagonism  which 
this  man  Jones  raised  against  tnem,  left  this  country.  They  were  personal  iriends  of 
mine,  althongh  differing  from  me  in  politics.  Burton  is  a  brother-in-law  of  M:vJ<>f 
Pierce,  who  was  the  custom-house  officer  afterward  in  Mobile.  They  all  left  here  and 
thus  left  the  field  open  to  Mr.  Jones.  That  was  the  first  part  of  tbe  excitement.  A 
good  many  have  advised  the  negroes  to  be  quiet,  and  assured  them  that  Jones  was  not 
a  man  to  be  believed ;  that  these  three  gentlemen  were  much  tnore  honest  and  candid, 
and  while  they  gave  them  advice  upon  political  subjects,  did  not  excite  them  against 
the  white  people,  or  against  their  own  interests.  Here  is  this  man  Durene.  I  never 
heard  of  his  doing  anything  at  all  inimical  to  the  interests  of  our  people  here,  although 
he  is  a  republican ;  and  I  have  never  heard  anything  against  Judge  O^Connor.  I  never 
heard  anything,  either,  against  Burton,  and  yet  he  was  the  staunchcst  republican  by 
all  odds.  He  was  a  man,  too,  of  considerable  talent,  although  he  had  no  oratorical 
ability.  Bill  Jones  got  that  up,  and  it  nearly  culminated  in  a  row.  Pistols  were 
drawn  and  these  men  were  threatened  in  that  manner. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  What  year  was  that  T 
Answer.  The  year  that  Hays  run  for  Congress, 

By  Mr,  BvCkusy  : 

Question.  Was  it  in  1870  or  18(59 1 

AnsKcr.  I  think  it  was  in  1870,  sir.  That  feeling  got  up  tbe  uttermost  confusion 
around  among  them.  They  left  here.  Burton  himself  toid  me  that  he  left  here  be- 
cause there  was  no  political  sympathy  between  hini  and  tbe  southern  people,  but  >ut- 
side  of  that  he  had  sevoi*al  friends.  *Bill  Jones  was  vilifying  him.  He  said  that  he 
waH  tired  of  the  negroes ;  that  they  had  no  gratitude  toward  him  ;  that  a  man  who 
catered  to  their  passions  and  prejudices  would  be  more  popular  with  them,  and  he  had 
determined  that  be  would  quit.  He  did  leave.  That  left  Mr.  Drake  here,  but  he  got 
into  trouble  in  Linden,  the  nature  of  which  I  never  thoroughly  understood.  Before 
that  I  believed  he  had  tried  to  discharge  his  duty,  and  probably  was  honest  enough. 
Prom  the  evidence,  I  have  been  forced  to  believ^  that  he  was  not  honest.  That  is  a 
86  A 
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mfttter  to  go  before  the  conrto,  however ;  I  |uiow  nothing  abont  it  except  fipom  Imt- 
say.  Then  he  commeaced  issuing  cards  and  went  around  and  annonnced  himaetf  m» 
candidate  for  governor  of  Alabama. 

By  &&.  Blair  : 

^e^floti.  Who  did  this  f 

Answer,  Bill  Jones.  He  went  over  to  the  convention.  He  first  started  to  becom 
Congressman  against  Hays,  bat  he  found  that  ho  lacked  strength,  and  gave  that  up, 
and  they  aflSliated — I  do  not  think  with  real  good  feeling,  but  so  far  as  to  bnrrttf 
hatchet ;  they  let  each  other  alone.  Jones  found  it  was  policy  in  him  to  do  so.  Then 
he  announced  himself  as  candidate  for  governor ;  put  his  name  out  in  the  paper  hew 
in  Demopolis  as  a  candidate ;  ho  tried  to  arouse  the  negroes  to  indorse  hira.  He  wrote 
a  letter — I  think  his  letter  is  still  in  exiatcnce— declaring  that  he  did  not  beHeve  in 
any  white  man;  that  these  fellows  should  not  hold  the  offices;  that  they  ought  to 
select  a  negro  to  every  office  through  the  State,  except  him,  as  governor ;  that  he  would 
.  be  their— what  is  the  name  of  that  old  Bible  character  that  led  them  thronsrh  the  Bed 
Seat  ^ 

Mr.  Buckley.  Moses. 

The  WiTNEse.  Yes,  I  believe  it  was  their  Moses;  that  he  would  play  that  character, 
and  lead  them  through  the  land  of  Canaan. 

By  the  Chaibmam  :  ] 

Question,  That  was  the  part  assumed  by  Andrew  Johnson. 

Answer.  That  was  what  Bill  Jones  said ;  I  do  not  kuow  whether  it  was  a  scriptural 
quotation,  or  whatj  Bill  was  very  fond  of  scriptural  quotations.  Mr.  Buckley  knovs 
'how  it  is.  The  white  men  were  against  him,  repuI)lTcans  as  well  as  others.  He  saijl 
that  he  (Bill  Jones)  was  their  savior,  and  they  must  look  to  hira ;  that  ho  was  their 
Moses  that  led  them  through  the  Dead  Sea  to  the  land  of  Canaan,  from  bondage.  He 
said  to  them  that  they  were  cheated  and  defrauded,  right  on  the  court-house  steps  here. 
I  will  state  what  I  can  verify  by  Judge  O'Connor  an :I  James  Taylor  Jones,  his  brother: 
the  first  to  verify  my  first,  and  the  second  to  verify  the  second  statement.  Ho  said  that 
they  were  cheated  and  defrauded  ;  that  there  wal^  no  white  man  who  was  not  diamet- 
rically opposed  to  them,  and  wanted  to  re-enslave  them  ;  that  they  did  not  get  a  feir 
compensation  as  wages ;  that  they  only  received  -x  quarter  of  what  northern  labonra 
would  receive  for  the  same  work ;  that  they  ought  to  have  one-half,  the  landed  proprie- 
tor furnishing  the  land  and  expenses  and  paying  them  all,  giving  them  then  one-half 
for  their  labor.  Possibly  they  can  make  more  at  that  than  we  can  make  otherwise, 
prt-  rided  the  negroes  work  up  to  the  highest  standard  of  phywical  effi>rt. 

Question.  How  old  was  his  conversion  from  the  democracy  at  that  time  T 

AnsiOfv.  During  the  war  he  cursed  every  man  who  was  on  furlough.  I  had  a  diffi- 
culty with  him  at  one  time.  I  staid  at  home  two  weeks,  and  he  criticised  me  for 
staying  out  of  the  army  in  order  to  keep  from  fighting  the  Yankees,  whom  he  was  go- 
ing to  eat  up  in  one  day.  He  criticised  me  so  I  had  a  difficulty  with  him,  that  Mr. 
Gains  Whitfield,  one  of  the  most  i-esponsiblc  men  in  the  country,  knows  all  about. 

Question.  I  do  not  care  for  details.  I  only  want  to  learn  how  recent  was  liis  conver- 
sion from  democracy  at  the  time  he  made  this  speech  to  the  negroes.  How  long  since 
he  was  in  full  accord  with  the  democratic  party  aud  recognized  as  one  of  its  leaders  f 

Answer.  In  1867  he  was  in  full  acconl  with  the  democracy.  He  came  into  town  :  a 
movement  was  started  from  below  for  all  parties  to  join  the  League  in  order  to  find 
out  what  it  was.  They  feared  it  was  incendiary,  and  parties  did  join.  He  stated 
here  that  he  did  join  it  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  the  thing  up.  He  joined  it 
in  1868 :  he  declared  himself  for  Seymour  and  Blair,  denouncing  General  DnstiUy 
Judge  O'Connor,  and  Drake,  and  every  one  of  the  rest  of  them  as  the  damnedest  ras- 
cals that  ever  lived  on  God  Almighty-s  earth.  He  joined  the  League  to  (>reak  up  the 
league  with  the  devil,  as  he  called  it ;  the  league  with  hell  and  the  loyalty  to  the  devil, 
aa  he  called  it. 

Question.  Was  he  trusted  as  a  democrat  at 'that  time  T 

Answer.  He  was  trusted.    He  was  elected  a  senator  from  this  ooiAity.  ^ 

Question.  As  a  democrat  ?  \ 

Answer.  No,  sir,  as  a  republican.  Ho  came  back  and  announced  himself  tsen  for 
Seymour  and  Blair,  but  he  could  not  sec  it,  quite,  aft«T  the  election  was  over,  ffaseyes 
were  open  then,  and  wide  oi>eu,  and  he  fell  back  after  he  had  cursed  every  otner  re- 
publican, and  turned  in  again,  aq/1  you  never  heard  such  loud-mouthed  assertions. 
That  went  on  and  he  told  all  these  things  that  I  have  mentioned,  that  every  j^ffort 
was  made  to  cheat  the  negi'oes.  There  is  a  catechism  of  his  for  the  n^roee,  in  ^hioh 
he  says  that  every  effort  is  used  to  bring  them  back  to  bondage ;  that  they  miu^t  be- 
ware of  th«»  statements  of  any  white  man  in  reference  to  anything  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Blair:  GoOqIc 

Question,  I  would  like  to  have  a  dbpy  of  that  catochisnS!^'^^    ^  ^  J 

Answer.  I  know  three  parties  who  have  it    A  negro  showed  it  to  me^    A  SMgi^toId 
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me  that  Jones  said  he  had  got  the  advantage  of  these  Linden  parties ;  that  while  thoy 
cnreed  him,  he  had  jrot  the  money  they  paid  him  for  carrying  off  the  court-house  for 
them.  That  was  William  Mathews,  a  blacksmith  at  Dayton^  who  told  me  that  Jones 
said  that  he  thought  he  was  even  wiih  them :  that  while  they  were  abusing  him  and 
cursing  him,  he  was  Uying  on  the  money  they  paid  him  for  carrying  off  the  conrt- 
hoose. 

QuesUan.  Have  you  a  cop^  of  that  catechism  of  his  T 

Anstcer,  I  did  not  think  it  was  worth  keeping.  I  knew  it  was  an  imposition.  I 
have  tried  to  do  fairly  with  the  negroes,  and  if  they  cannot  see  it,  I  cannot  help  it. 
He  turned  in  then  and  went  ahead  and  tried  to  raise  a  discord  among  the  rcpublusan 
ranks,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  them  and  make  himself  king  or  loader,  or.  as  his  father 
expressed  it,  bell-wether ;  just  as  sheep  always  had  a  bell-wether  to  loUow,  so  they 
were  to  follow  his  sonj'Bill  Jones,  as  leader.  In  a  recent  speech,  which  his  brother 
told  me  of,  he  told  theui  that  the  authorities  had  no  right  here  under  the  law  to  put 
the  negroes  in  ^'ail ;  that  if  they  killed  or  hung  a  man,  or  did  anything  of  Ihat  kind, 
they  simply  paid  the  price  of  it  if  they  were  caught ;  that  no  man  had  a  right  to  put 
them  in  jail,  and  inveighed  against  the  incumbent  of  th«  oj60lce  of  probate  jndge — 
CConnor. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Did  you  hear  any  of  those  speeches  yourself  t 

Anstcer,  His  own  brother  heard  that  one.  My  okl  family  negroes,  who  had  confidence 
in  me,  asked  me  was  it  possible  for  them  to  bo  put  back  into  slavery ;  they  said  that 
they  understood  it  was  possible,  and  gave  mo  their  authority,  emanating  from  Mr. 
Jones.  They  asked,  in  case  it  could  be  done,  had  they  not  better  go  to  Kansas,  and 
had  not  every  negro  in  this  country  better  leave  it ;  that  Mr.  Jones  said  to  them  that 
by  going  to  Kansas  they  could  have  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  given  to  them 
free  gratis  and  no  cost,  and  a  mule  or  horse,  and  iirovisions ;  in  other  words,  they  would 
be  furnished  and  found  with  everything  necessary  for  one  year's  time  free  of  cost ;  that 
they  could  go  there  and  take  possession  of  these  Government  lands ;  and  that  it  was 
their  best  interest  to  go,  1)ecause  they  stood  no  fair  chance  here.  Outside  of  that,  it  is 
my  honest  belief',  and  I  will  guarantee  it  with  my  life,  and  deposit  it  if  necessary,  that 
you  can  go,  if  you  are  a  republican,  and  that  gentleman  sitting  there,  if  he  is — of 
course  I  know  General  Blair  is  not,  for  I  know  he  was  the  democratic  candidate  for 
Vice-President— and  if  you  are  a  republican,  I  guarantee  with  my  life,  and  I  wiU 
deposit  it  in  the  city  of  Washington,  under  that  guarantee,  and  nnder  bond,  to  the  last 
dollar  or  dime  I  am  worth,  that  you  may  go  with  me  to  the  so-called  city  or  town  of 
Linden,  comprising  in  all  about  six  groceries,  two  stores,  and  a  court-house,  and  make 
any  speech,  republican  or  what  not,  that  you  please,  dealing  with  the  main  questions 
of  the  day  and  the  great  issues  of  parties,  with  perfect  safety.  I  can  give  you  security 
to  the  amount  of  a  million  of  dollars  at  any  time. 

Question,  Let  me  interrupt  you  a  moment  to  refer  you  to  an  article  which  some  one 
has  cut  from  an  Alabama  newspaper  and  handed  to  nie,  as  follows : 

"  Eampant.— The  Tuscaloosa  Monitor,  in  noticing  a  bill  which  has  been  introduced 
into  Congress  to  appoint  commissioners  in  the  vanous  Southern  States  to  gather  up 
evidence  relating  to  the  outrages  which  have  been  and  are  being  committed,  uses  th^ 
following  language : 

"  *  Send  on  your  commissioners  as  soon  as  you  please,  and  their  coffins  with  them,  if 
you  desire  to  have  them  decently  interred.' " 

Answer,  My  belief  is  that  the  sooner  the  commissioners  take  up  such  characters  and 
hang  them  the  better  it  will  be  for  them.  I  think  you  will  find  it  the  sentiment  of  the 
people  that  they  by  no  means  indorse  his  violence ;  just  as  the  people  of  the  North,  I 
suppose,  do  not  indorse  the  violence  of  '*  Brick  "  Pomeroy. 

Question,  The  Tuscaloosa  Monitor  is  a  paper  of  ^ood  standing  in  this  State;  is  it  not? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know.    I  do  not  know  that  a  smgle  copy  is  sent  to  Linden. 

Question,  You  have  heard  of  the  paper  ? 

Answer,  I  have  seen  a  good  many  copies  of  it. 

Question,  It  is  a  democratic  paper  T 

Answer,  It  is  called  so. 

Question,  It  purports  to  speak  for  the  democracy  T 

Answer,  Did  you  ever  see  a  man  that  was  sane  except  upon  a  special  subject  f  Tliat 
is  a  case  of  the  kind,  and  a  violent  one.  I  look  upon  Kandolph  as  a  very  zealoos  man 
in  the  cause  of  the  party,  but  a  damned  fool,  if  you  will  excuse  the  expression. 

Question,  He  is  an  editor  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  looked  upon  as  such  when  a  boy.  He  got  into  more  rows 
than  any  other  boy  at  school.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  whipping  him  twice  myself,  and 
being  once  whipi)ed  by  him.  I  believe  that  I. would  have  been  whipped  every  time, 
bat  £>r  accident.  He  was  older  than  I  was.  That  is  the  general  opinion  of  Randolph, 
so  much  so  that  his  paper  is  not  actively  indorsed  by  subscription.    I  will  venture  that 
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yoa  cannot  find  a  single  copy  of  his  paper  distributed  in  any  post-office  of  this  coun- 
try ;  or  if  there  are  any  copies,  there  are  not  over  five. 

Question.  Why  shoold  it  be  sustained  if  the  sentiments  of  the  editor  are  not  a^ 
proved  by  the  commnnity  f 

Answer.  That  is  the  bad  part.  What  I  oppose  now,  and  the  only  opposition  thai  I  have 
on  God's  earth  to  the  General  Government  is,  that  they  do  not  discriminate  between 
man  and  man.  In  your  section  of  the  country,  because  there  are  a  few  bad  men,  ^ley 
punish  you,  and  because  there  are  a  few  bad  men  here,  they  give  me  hell  along  with 
them ;  when  the  fact  is,  simply,  that  you  will  find  bad  men  in  every  section.  I  will 
honestly  and  truly  give  bond  to  the  extent  of  every  doUar  I  am  worth  on  God's  earth, 
and  get  security  to  the  amount  of  a  million  of  dollars  in  this  town,  if  necessary^ 
southern  security ;  you  northern  people  don't  admit  that  as  fi[ood,  though — bat  I  will 

five  Mobile  securities  to  the  amount  of  a  hundred  thoussKd  tiiat  you  can  go  from 
linden  to  Shiloh  and  make  any  republican  speech  you  please,  and  be  asked  to  dinner 
and  be  treated  with  the  greatest  courtesy. 

Qjuestion,  Do  you  think  that  courtesy  would  bo  extended  by  that  band  that  visited 
your  house  and  whipped  Neibling  so  mercilessly  T 

Answei'.  I  do :  for  I  know  they  are  cowards  and  slink  from  light.  I  denounced  t4iem 
as  such,  and  believe  they  wore  cowards. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  You  have  lived  in  New  England  part  of  your  life  f 
Answer,  I  was  there  two  years,  at  New  Haven. 

Question,  Do  you  not  think  that  while  you  were  there  you  met  quite  as  many  black- 
guards as  visited  your  house  that  night  T 
Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Just  as  bad  men— you  frequently  encountered  bad  men  there  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  a  row  there. 

Question.  You  have  not  a  monopoly  of  the  bad  men  in  this  country  f 
Answer,  I  do  not  conceive  that  we  have. 

By  the  Chairman  :  , 

Question,  Were  they  allowed,  in  Connecticut,  to  organize  into  bands  of  diagnified 
men  and  take  people  out  at  night,  abuse  them,  and  afterward  the  community  never 
take  auy  cognizance  of  the  matter? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Edward  C.  Preston,  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  got  into  a  difficulty 
about  a  party  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  was  taken  out  by  a  set  of  factory  men  and 
given  the  very  devil.  He  was  not  only  whipped,  but  beaten  so  you  could  not  tell  one 
end  of  him  from  the  other.  It  led  to  a  general  row,  and  got  aU  the  students  oat.  I 
never  beard  that  any  legal  action  was  taken.  I  have  a  scar  on  my  head  now  from 
that  very  affair — a  pretty  considerable  one,  too. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  The  only  point  is  that  an  attempt  is  made  to  inculpate  the  whole  people  of 
l^e  South,  because  a  few  blackguards  have  committed  these  vile  acts;  I  ask  yon 
whether  there  are  not  characters  of  that  kind  in  New  England,  and  elsewhere,  to  your 
knowledge ;  but  I  suppose  it  is  a  matter  of  history,  and  I  do  not  care  to  pursue  that 
line  of  examination  further. 

Answer,  Mr.  Burton  has  staid  at  my  house  day  after  day ;  M^or  Pierce  dined  at  my 
house.  He  has  since  been  a  member  of  Congress.  He  was  then  i^nt  for  the  Freed- 
men's  Bureau,  and  was  a  strong  personal  friend  of  mine.  Mr.  Drake  haa  been  to  my 
house,  and  was  treated  with  courtesy.  Every  republican  in  this  county,  except  Bill 
Jones,  has  been  to  my  house,  as  I  believe.  I  do  not  object  to  any  man  because  he  is  a 
republican  j  if  I  had  been  North  I  would  have  been  in  the  northern  army.  I  opposed 
the  separation  of  the  two  governments  although  I  was  not  twenty-one  years  old  at  the 
time.  I  fought  against  it  and  spoke  acaiust  it ;  but  when  that  ended  and  the  war 
opened  I  entered  the  army  because  I  coiud  not  remain  at  home  and  be  branded  as  a 
coward,  and  as  taking  a  position  against  my  own  section.  So  I  went  into  it  and  fought 
to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and  rose  from  the  ranks  to  a  majority  of  artillery.  After  the 
war  I  surrendered  in  good  faith,  and  I  conceive  that  I  am  Just  as  loyal  a  citizen  to  the 
United  States  Government  as  any  man  up  North  or  anywhere  else,  and  I  will  do  as 
much  to  defend  the  Government  as  anybody,  so  far  as  another  separation  goes,  hot  not 
so  far  as  fighting  foreign  powers  are  concerned,  because  I  do  not  think  that  the  Gov- 
ernment feels  as  kindly  toward  me  as  I  do  toward  it.  This  thing  is  retroactive,  or 
rather  it  acts  on  all  parties ;  not  only  those  who  are  violent^  but  the  peaceable  men, 
taking  advantage  by  the  bugbear  raised  among  the  people  of  the  North  to  a  great  ex- 
tent by  a  few  violent  men ;  and  congressional  action  has  taken  hold  of  it,  making  such 
and  such  a  thing  penal,  and  it  has  been  made  a  part  of  the  State  law  too,  whil^  tU^ 
are  all  insisting  on  the  State  executing  her  own  laws.  This  State  is,  in  fact,  Mtt)0^ 
6  Dough  to  stop  all  this  violence. 
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Question,  The  qneetion  I  ask  yon  is  in  reference  to  the  disturhaDoes  which  exist.  Yon 
have  described  the  condoct  of  this  man  Bill  Jones;  I  ask  you  if  you  believe  it  is  on 
acconnt  of  the  representations  or  teachings  of  such  men,  to  a  ^eat  extent,  that  the 
bitterness  or  hostility  and  the  disturbances  in  this  country  are  due,  and  that  by  such 
Hien  they  are  kept  up  f 

Answer,  I  do.    That  is  my  honest  belief  given  under  oath. 

QueaUon.  You  have  stated  to  the  committee  the  sort  of  doctrine  he  inculcates  herot 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  thwe  is  a  single  man  here  outside  that  will  dispute  it,  and 
we  have  various  members  of  the  republican  party  here.  After  he  had  arrayed  the 
white  men  agmnst  the  negro,  and  the  negro  against  the  white  men,  he  preached  reform. 

Queaiiim,  What  motive  do  you  ascribe  to  Jones  in  making  this  arrangement  of  all 
the  people  of  his  own  color  f 

Answer,  It  is  simply  because  the  negroes  had  doubted  him  very  much.  He  had 
dodged  the  issue  to  such  an  extent  by  <manging  froii^  one  party  to  the  other,  and  rid- 
ing the  fence  politically,  that  he  was  doubt^  by  all  parties,  and  various  members  of 
the  republican  party  told  him  they  could  not  trust  him.  The  democrats  thought  that 
he  could  not  be  tru£ted  by  them,  and  between  the  two  fires  he  turned  around  and  out- 
heroded  Herod  in  talking  to  the  negroes,  turning  in  and  doing  everything  in  the  world 
to  gain  personal  popularity  among  them.  The  negro  is  not  a  creature  of  intelligeuce,  but 
passion.  You  have  to  arouse  his  passions  in  order  to  convince  his  reason.  He  had  to 
appeal  to  old-time  associations ;  the  lash  he  frequently  mentioned,  and  all  styles  of 
punishment,  and  the  probability  of  their  bein^  re-enslaved.  He  does  this  to  arouse 
their  passions  and  carry  them  as  a  body  with  him,  because  they  really  have  not  confi- 
dence in  him  if  they  are  left  alone. 

Question.  You  beheve  his  whole  object  is  to  keep  himself  prominent  before  them  and 
thus  obtain  position  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  the  method  he  adopts  to  do  this  is  to  arouse  the  passions  of  the 
negro  against  the  white  people  T 

Answer,  It  was  first  his  method,  but  he  has  gone  so  far  into  it  that  his  passions  are 
now  aroused,  and  without  being  a  man  of  real  brain,  but  a  great  deal  of  brute  in  him, 
he  has  aroused  his  own  passions  to  such  an  extent  by  what  he  has  said  and  done  that 
possibly  he  begins  to  think  he  is  doing  what  is  right.  I  do  not  know  but  it  looks  as  if 
no  did;  he  is  so  extreme  and  violent ;  but  that  was  his  origiual  object,  and  his  main 
object  at  present 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  Linden  the  other  day  when  he  got  into  this  diffi- 
culty t 

Answer,  I  was  not,  sir ;  I  went  directly  from  my  house  afterward  when  the  McKin- 
ley  row  was  threatened  and  advised  my  negroes  to  stay  at  home,  telling  them  that  if 
Mr.  Jones  wanted  to  make  a  fight  for  himself  let  him  do  so,  but  keep  out  of  it.  I  was 
absent  from  home  at  the  time  that  occurred.  The  plantation  is  across  the  creek ;  I 
went  across  to  the  plantation  where  this  outrage  occurred  we  first  took  np.  Not  a  ne- 
gro of  mine  went  to  McKinley.  I  advised  the  negroes  of  Dayton  to  do  the  same  thing, 
and,  as  you  learn,  I  have  oonsiderable  influence  with  the  negroes. 

Question,  You  used  your  influence  to  keep  them  out  of  this  difficulty  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  told  them  that  if  he  chose  to  make  a  difficulty  they  should  let 
him  fight  his  own  battles. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Your  card,  as  also  that  of  Mr.  Neibling,  which  you  have  put  in  evidence, 
were  published  in  the  Marengo  Journal  f 

Answer.  That  is  the  first  publication,  sir.  It  was  modified  afterward  in  the  Demop- 
oils  paper. 

Question.  They  were  published  at  Linden  on  the  13th  of  May,  1871  f 

Answer.  I  believe  they  were,  somewhere  about  the  last  of  April  or  first  of  May. 

Question,  Mr.  Marschalk  was  the  editor  of  the  paper  at  that  time,  was  he  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  is  a  democratic  paper,  pure  and  unadulterated,  is  it  not  ? 

Answer,  1  do  not  know,  sir.  It  has  been  called  sort  o*  mixed.  It  is  called  a  demo- 
cratic paper. 

Question,  This  Marschalk,  the  editor,  is  the  same  man  you  have  reason  to  believe  led 
this  gang  in  the  attack  on  your  house  f 

Answer.  I  have  reason  to  believe  so  from  what  Mr.  Neibling  stated,  who  knew  the 
man,  and  that  he  was  the  leader  and  spokesman  of  the  party.  That  is  the  only  evi- 
dence I  have. 

Question,  He  has  since  been  killed  in  a  row? 

Ansxce}'.  A  hat  was  left  at  my  house ;  I  had  reason  to  believe  that  the  hat  was  his. 
Ue  Ims  been  killed. 

Question.  Mr.  Jones,  of  whom  you  have  said  so  much  in  your  testimony,  is  iijiative, 
I  understand,  of  Marengo  County,  Alabama? 
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Afiswer,  Born  in  Marengo,  from  all  I  can'  learn. 

Question,  Raised  as  a  democrat  T 

Answer.  Well,  he  first  came  out  as  a  whig^  I  believe. 

Question,  Wont  into  the  army  t    Did  he  nse  to  distinction  in  the  confederate  armyf 

Ansuxr,  I  heard  that  in  the  first  fight  at  Manassas  he  rose  abont  that  high,  [three 
feet,  illustrating  by  gesture,]  jumped  up  with  his  musket,  but  did  not  shoot. 

Question.  I  mean  did  he  attain  any  rank  in  the  army  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  served  as  a  private  a  short  time  and  complained  of  fistula  and 
came  home,  but  he  rode  up  to  Tennessee  with  his  fistula. 

Question.  I  wish  to  get  it  fixed  definitely  in  the  record  up  to  what  time  he  acted  with 
the  democratic  party  and  was  trusted  by  themT 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  he  was  ever  a  aistinguished  member  of  that  party.  If  he  was 
a  member  of  it  he  was  a  very  humble  member  of  it.  If  he  made  any  speeches — I  have 
heard  he  was  laughed  at  considerably  in  speaking  for  Bell  and  Everett  prior  to  the  war. 

Question.  Did  Inot  understand  you  to  say  he  advocated  the  election  of  Seymour  and 
Blair  t 

Anstser,  Shortly  before  the  election  came  on  he  came  from  Montgomery  and  an- 
nounced himself  as  a  democrat,  but  his  announcement  consisted  chiefly  in  cnrsing 
General  Dustin  and  pointing  his  finger  at  him.  Dustin  wonld  have  punished  him,  but 
I  stopped  him  and  told  him  he  would  not  stand  any  fair  chance  in  going  at  him  aud 
his  uncles  and  brothers,  but  if  he  would  go  I  told  him  I  would  see  fiiir  play. 

Question,  My  question  is,  did  he  advocate  the  election  of  Seymour  and  Blair  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  have* democratic  audiences  to  listen  to  himt 

Anstoer.  The  effort  was  to  get  negroes  to  listen  to  him  at  the  time,  and  a  good  many 
white  persons  were  present ;  I  suppose  a  hundred  and  twenty-five. 

Questi<yn,  Were  his  sentiments  at  that  time  acceptable  to  the  democratic  party  f 

Answer,  I  heard  a  great  many  say  they  would  use  him  if  that  was  all ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  they  had  not  a  damn  bit  of  confidence  in  him. 

Question,  Was  he  ever  nominated  by  the  democratic  party  for  any  office  t 

Answer,  No,  sir;  never  in  the  world;  and  he  could  not  have  gotten  one  at  the  hands 
of  the  democratic  party. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Was  he  not  mayor  of  Demopolis  twice  t 

Answe)',  I  do  not  know.  *  He  was  elected  here,  but  by  what  party  I  do  not  know. 
So  far  as  the  democratic  party  went  in  this  county  or  State  ticket,  he  never  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  it.    I  think  he  says  he  was  a  republican. 

Mr.  Blair.  He  says  in  his  card :  "  In  1868  I^was  unanimously  elected  by  the  ropab- 
licans  as  a  Grant  and  Coltax  elector  for  the  fourth  congressional  district.  I  was 
awfully  denounced  by  the  entire  democratic  sheets  of  Alabama^  Certain  circamstanow 
turned  up  which  compelled  me  to  Withdraw  as  snoh  elector.  As  soon  as  I  did  ao,  and 
made  a  few  speeches  for  Seymour  and  Blair,  the  entire  democratic  press  began  to  heap 
such  praise  and  flattery  upon  me  that  I  really  felt  awkward.'' 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Do  you  think  that  is  true,  that  the  democratic  preos  heaped  praise  aii4 
flattery  on  him  f 

Anstoer,  Anybody  in  the  world,  when  quitting  the  republican  party  and  joining  the 
democracy,  will  be  taken  up  and  rubbed  over  a  little  with  soft-soap.  I  suppose  ttwy 
wanted  to  use  him,  but  they  had  no  earthly  confidence  in  him  as  a  man. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Mr.  Jones  is  a  man  who  has  mingled  in  politics  all  his  life  a  good  deal  f 

Answer,  The  only  chance  he  had  to  do  anything  with  politics  was  since  the  r^tib- 
lican  party  got  into  power  here,  and  he  has  not  been  a  leader  with  them  until  during 
the  last  year,  since  Burton,  and  Mattingly,  and  French,  and  others  left  here. 

Qtiestio7i.  1  understood  you  to  say  that  that  class  of  men  appeared  to  be  honest  in 
their  convictions  and  their  attachment  to  the  republican  party,  and  advocated  tlieir 
principles  in  a  proper  and  respectful  way,  and  never  produced  any  discord  f 

Answer.  I  never  saw  anything  to  the  contrary  at  all,  I  am  very  free  to  confess. 

Question,  At  present,  in  Marengo  County,  do  you  believe  that  there  is  any  hostility 
between  the  races  f 

Anstccr,  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  think  there  is. 

Question,  Do  you  think  the  antagonism  is  wide-spread  and  general  ? 

Answer,  It  is  prettv  well  mixed.  A  great  many  negroes  want  to  live  in  peace  and 
harmony  with  the  white  people,  and  the  white  people  univer»allv<^rish  the  same. 

Question.  It  is  their  common  interest  f  Digitized  by  VjOO^ 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  but  individual  cases  are  different,  and  they  stir  up  the  wonsfc 
element  among  the  black  race. 
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Question.  What  has  been  the  general  condnct  of  the  fireedmen;  since  the  war^  upon 
t)ie  plantations,  as  laborers  f 

Answer.  Until  very  recently  it  has  been  nnprecedentedly  good,  considering  the  oir- 
onmstances  of  past  slavery  and  present  freedom.  There  have  been  oppositions,  and 
so  on,  and  laxity  of  effort  in  the  way  of  labor,  laziness,  &c.,  but  nothing  of  the  kind 
to  any  general  extent. 

Question.  Notwithstanding  all  the  discouragements,  the  result  has  been  as  good  as 
yon  could  have  expected  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  our  State  is  building  up  rapidly* 


Demopous,  Alabama,  October  25, 1871. 

HENRY  T.  JOHNSON  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 
QuesUon.  State  your  place  of  residence  t 

Anmper.  I  live  with  Major  Glover. 
Questioji.  What  is  your  occupation  ? 

Anmcer.  Farmer. 

Question.  Were  you  staying  at  M%jor  P.  J.  Glover's  last  spring,  at  the  time  certaiu 
di^uised  men  came  to  his  house  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  may  go  on  and  state  to  the  committee  the  particulars  of  that  visit? 

Answer,  It  was  on  Sunday  evening ;  it  was  a  very  rainy  night ;  I  should  think  about 
1  o'clock  the  dog  was  alarmed  mightily  in  the  yard :  I  got  up  to  see  what  was  the 
matter ;  I  didn't  see  nothing ;  I  made  the  dog  hush,  and  went  in  and  went  to  bed  again. 
Shortly  after  I  heard  ^something  knocking  at  the  door  in  the  yard.  I  lit  the  candle 
and  went  out  the  back  door  to  see,  and  up  stepped  a  man  to  me  and  I  told  him,  *^  Good 
evening."  He  said,  ''  Good  evening,  sir."  He  asked  me  if  the  school-teacher  was  at 
home.  I  let  on  as  though  I  didn't  hear  it,  so  that  I  asked  him,  "  Sir  f '  I  held  the  light 
out,  and  up  come  somebody  with  a  white  sheet  over  him  and  mlse  face  on  him,  and  then 
this  fellow  I  was  talking  with  asked  about  the  school-teacher.  I  told  him  the  school- 
teacher was  not  at  home.  I  told  him  I  loaned  him  a  mule  when  the  sun  was  two  hours 
high,  and  he  was  going  away,  I  thought,  perhaps,  to  Macon  Station,  or  over  to  Mr. 
Quinney's ;  and  the  two  come  and  talked  a  little  together  and  bounced  into  the  hoase, 
and  there  they  found  Mr.  Neibling  lyinc  in  Major  Glover's  bed  asleep.  They  waked  him 
up  and  ordered  him  to  come  out  with  them,  and  one  of  them  tappe<i  me  on  the  shoulder 
and  asked  me  why  I  told  him  a  story,  and  I  told  him  I  didn't  know  that  was  the  school- 
teacher they  were  atlter.  Neibling  asked  what  this  was  for ;  there  was  no  answer  given. 
They  took  him,  one  by  each  arm,  and  out  they  went ;  and  in  about,  well,  between  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  or  an  hour,  Neibling  came  back.  I  asked  him  what  they  did  with 
him.  He  said  they  had  whipped  him  good.  I  looked  at  him,  and  the  fellow  was  good 
whipped ;  it  was  surely  well  done.  That  is  all  I  know  about  the  case.  I  saw  as  much 
as  nine  men.    There  was  two  come  in  first,  and  the  balance  come  in  afterward. 

Question.  Were  they  all  disgnisod  ? 

Answer.  Disguised.  The  firot  one  when  I  spoke  to  him  had  a  kind  of  a  Vandyke, 
may  be  a  white  shawl,  across  the  nose,  about  the  eyes  and  over  the  lower  part  of  the 
face,  and  the  hat  was  low  down  on  his  head. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  them  t 

AnstDer:  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Question.  Were  all  the  nine  men  disguised,  you  say  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  this  first  fellow  was  not  disguised,  only  he  had  what  I  told  you  ; 
but  the  balance  of  them  I  saw  were  disguised. 

Question.  Can  you  describe  what  kind  of  disguises  they  had  onf 

Answer.  They  all  bad  white  sheets  on  their  shoulders  down,  and  false  iaces ;  s«me 
looked  to  be  paper  faces,  and  others  I  could  not  say;  all  had  false  faces. 

Question.  What  kind  of  faces  f 

Ansu^er.  Old  hats,  some  gray,  some  black. 
.  Queatien.  Were  their  horses  disguised  f 

Answer.  I  didn't  see  the  horses  ;  they  said  the  horses  were  kept  on  the  outside  of  the 
yard,  but  I  didn't  see  them  or  hear  them. 

Question.  Was  Neibling  teaching  a  colored  school  at  that  time  f 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir. 

QumtUm.  Did  Neibling  ever  tell  you  what  they  whipi>ed  him  for  f 

Answer.  He  says  ho  couldn't  find  out.  C^  r\r\n]t> 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  the  men  t  digitized  by  VjUU^  le 

Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Has  any  one  of  them  ever  been  found  out  or  identified  since? 
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Answer,  No,  sir.    We  have  tried  our  best  to  fiud  them  oat.  bat  coaldn't. 

Queatian.  Did  yon  follow  their  tracks  to  ascertain  where  tney  came  from  t 

Annoer,  No,  sir ;  they  went  ont  of  the  yard ;  I  was  naked  and  it  was  raiuine :  araihist 
I  had  my  breeches  and  donble-barreled  siot-gun  they  were  oat  of  sigh^  ana  Neibling 
said  they  went  on  their  horses  as  hard  as  they  could  after  they  whipped  him. 

QueaUan,  How  many  licks  did  he  say  they  struck t 

Answer,  A  hundred  and  fifty. 

Question,  Had  he  ever  received  any  warning  or  notice  to  leaTO  before  he  was  wh]^[»6d  f 

Ansioer,  Not  as  I  know  ot 

QuesHan,  He  Ions  did  he  stay  after  he  was  whipped  f 

Answer,  He  staia  until  Aag|ust. 

Question,  He  was  whipped  in  April  t 

Answer,  Yes^  sir ;  the  last  day  of  April  I  believe  it  was,  the  30th,  I  believe. 

Question,  Did  you  suppose  them  to  be  a  band  of  Ku-Klux  t 

Answer,  I  don't  know  what  they  may  be  sir ;  they  were  drunk  with  whisky.  Ttwy 
were  something ;  you  may  call  them  Eu-Klux ;  I  would  call  them  Ku-EIox. 

Question,  Had  you  heard  of  Ku-Klux  in  the  country  before  that? 

Answer.  No,  sir:  not  in  this  county. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  been  living  down  there  t 

Answer,  I  have  been  living  there  just  a  year  and  a  half.  I  had  been  living  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Demopolis  here  since  the  war. 

Question,  Are  you  a  native  of  the  South  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  am  a  Norwegian  by  birth.  I  was  in  the  Yankee  army,  and  I  got 
my  discharge  in  this  place.  I  was  in  the  Yankee  army  four  years  and  seven  months, 
and  since  that  I  have  stopped  around  about  the  country,  and  twelve  miles  from  this 
place,  1^  but  one  year,  when  I  was  down  about  twenty-live  miles. 

Question,  Do  you  ever  attend  the  elections  T 

Anmcer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  never  vote  f 

Answer,  I  voted  twice  since  I  have  been  in  the  country ;  that  was  for  the  court-bouse 
when  it  was  to  be  moved  away  from  here  to  Linden,  and  voted  for  it  to  go  to  Dayton, 
and  then  I  voted  for  sheriff  a  month  ago. 

Question,  Who  did  you  vote  for  for  sneriff  T 

Answer,  Mr.  Michael,  the  sheriff  of  this  place. 

Qnestion,  Is  he  a  democrat  T 

Answer,  I  think  he  is  j  I  don't  know  really  what  he  is. 

Question,  Was  Mr.  Neibling  a  moral,  good  young  man  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  a  fine  young  man. 

Question,  Was  he  a  man  of  good  character  T 

Ansvoer,  He  was  a  man  of  good  character  as  far  as  I  know ;  he  was  a  well-raised 
boy ;  he  looked  to  be  harmless. 

Question,  You  knew  of  no  cause  of  offense  this  party  had  against  him  except  bis 
teaching  a  colored  school  t 

Answer,  I  didn't  know  of  any  offense  at  all. 

Question.  Is  it  your  supposition  that  they  whipped  him  because  he  was  teaching  a 
colored  school  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  sometimes  think  that,  and  other  times  I  think  they  whipped  him, 
may  be,  prejudiced  against  the  owner  of  the  plantation,  because  he  has  laborers  and 
can  get  laborers,  and  prejudice  against  him  ;  that  was  the  only  revenge  they  oould 
take.    That  is  the  most,4  think. 

Question,  Was  Neibling  laboring  for  him  T 

Answei',  No,  sir ;  teaching  the  school )  and  teaching  the  school  induced  the  negroes 
to  go  and  work  for  Major  Glover,  and  the  mt^jor  had  many  laborers,  and  could  gjet  tneiUf 
and  that  school  would  entice  the  negroes  to  come  there  and  live,  to  get  the  children  to 
school. .  It  was  the  prejudice,  I  think. 

Question.  Was  this  a  white  man,  the  upper  part  of  whose  face  ^ou  could  seef 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  had  no  doubt  it  was  a  i>arty  of  white  men  T 

Answer,  I  couldn't  tell ;  I  think  it  was  white  men,  but  this  I  saw  was  a  white  man. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  other  persons  being  molested  or  any  teedmen 
down  there  being  whipped  by  parties  at  nignt  T 

Ansxoer.  No,  sir ;  not  in  this  county. 

Question.  Have  you  an  an  adjoining  county  t 

Answer,  I  have  not,  sir. 

Question,  Have  yon  heard  of  the  killing  of  any  persons  in  that  portion  of  the  ooonty 
by  men  in  the  night  T  Digitized  by  LjOOC 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  has  not.  I  heard  there  was  some  men  shot  at  Dr.  Smi^'a  a  month 
go,  and  they  was  said  to  be  black  men. 
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Question,  Did  yoa  ever  hear  of  the  killing  of  a  colored  man  down  there  named  West- 
brook? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  not. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Ton  stay  pretty  close  at  home  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  except  on  M^or  Glover's  business  I  never  go.  I  have  nobody  to 
Tisit>  and  don't  visit  nobody. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Quesiwn,  Yoa  say  these  men  were  drank  with  whisky? 

Answer,  They  smelt  of  whisky. 

QuesUcn,  Smelt  strong  of  whisky? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  It  was  yonr  impression  that  the  yonnff  man  was  whipped  beeaose  M^jor 
Glover  had  plenty  of  hands  to  work  upon  his  place  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  could  get  plenty  of  them. 

Question,  And  because  they  came  there  for  this  school? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  it  would  entice  others  to  go, and. also  they  were  more  prejudiced 
against  him  as  others  wanted  to  teach  school  as  he  had ;  because  he  had  pretty  good 
pay,  $75  a  month ;  it  may  be  others  wanted  the  school,  and  he  had  it.  They  may  nave 
-wanted  to  scare  him  away  to  get  the  position. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question.  Was  this  school  kept  on  M^or  Glover's  land,  on  his  plantation  ? 
Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Did  the  people  generally  of  the  county  take  part  with  Mr.  Glover? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  They  were  all  on  his  side  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  as  far  as  I  know. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  any  expression  of  condemnation  for  the  active  and  zeal- 
ous manner  in  which  Mr.  Glover  took  the  part  of  the  boy  who  was  whipped  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  not ;  nobody  ever  expressed  this  al  all  to  me  in  any  way 
about  that. 

Question.  Those  who  ^u  heard  express  themselves  approved  of  what  Mr.  Glover  did 
in  reference  to  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  it  a  fact  that  the  people  of  the  county  generally  approved  the  stand  Mr. 
Glover  took  about  that  matter. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  as  far  as  I  know. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  If  you  never  went  abroad,  how  do  you  know  what  the  people  of  the  county 
said  about  it  ? 

Answer,  I  am  not  much  abroad,  only  on  the  place,  and  I  come  sometimes  once  a  month 
to  town  as  he  sends  me.  I  am  generally  at  home ;  you  find  me  there  Sunday,  Monday, 
or  any  day. 

By  Mr.  Blair:  * 

Question.  When  you  do  come  to  town  and  whenever  you  see  any  of  the  white  people, 
this  matter  being  a  topic  of  conversation,  this  business  of  the  whipping  of  this  boy  on 
yonr  plantation  being  a  matter  talked  about  among  the  people,  they  always  approve 
the  course  that  Mr.  Glover  took  in  reference  to  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  is  your  understanding  ?  j 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  ;  that  is  my  understanding. 

Question,  Have  yon  ever  heard  any  white  man  condemn  what  he  did  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  dare  not  do  it  in  my  hearing,  either. 
• 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  How  many  white  people  have  you  heard  speak  about  it? 

Answer,  I  have  heard  several  speak  about  it  and  say  Major  Glover  was  right,  and 
if  he  needed  assistance  they  would  go  and  assist  him,  as  many  as  he  wanted ;  they  told 
me  so. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  a  dozen  speak  of  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  more  than  a  dozen ;  if  he  needed  assistance  to  stay  up  at  the  night, 
they  would  go  ana  help  him. 
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Bj  Mr.  Blair  : 

Quealion,  I  understand  there  was  some  intimation  that  those  men  meant  to  ezeente 
their  thr^t  to  drive  yoang  Neihling  out  of  the  county  t 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qtfe8(ioii.'And  you  were  offered  assistance  hy  the  white  people  to  resist  them  if 
they  came  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  certainly. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  What  made  Neihling  leave  in  August  ? 

Answer,  His  school  was  ahout  up,  and  he  took  sick  of  the  intermittent  ftver ;  he  was 
sick  several  times,  but  he  took  very  sick,  and  he  wanted  to  go  home  any  way,  and  he 
thought  that  he  had  better  go  homo,  and  he  would  be  onredeaaier  there Uian  here. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
QnesUon,  He  was  not  afraid  to  stay  here  f 
Answer.  No  ;  he  wasn't  afraid  to  stay ;  he  need  not  be. 


Demopolis,  Alabama,  October  25, 1871 

JAMES  A.  R.  QUINNEY  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chair^un.  Oeneral  Blair,  having  called  this  witness,  will  please  examine 
him. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  T 

Answer,  I  live  in  this  county,  near  Spring  Hill. 

Qtiestion,  Did  vou  hear,  Mr.  Quinney,  anything  about  the  killing  of  a  man  named 
Robin  Westbrook  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  it  f 

Answer.  I  do  not.  • 

QuesUon.  How  far  did  he  live  from  you  t 

Ansicer.  I  suppose  about  fourteen  miles. 

Question.  As  much  as  that  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  wanted  to  know  fi*om  you  where  you  were  the  night  of  that  killing  f 

Answer.  The  night  of  that  killing — said  to  be  the  night  of  that  killing,  I  did  not  see 
the  man— I  was  in  Jefferson,  in  this  county. 

Question.  How  near  is  Uiat  to  where  he  was  killed  T 

Anstoer.  He  was  killed  in  Jcffei*8on,  I  suppose. 

Question.  Yon  were  there  the  night  he  was  kiyed.    Whece  were  you  staying  t 

Answer.  At  John  Crudip^s. 

Question.  Did  you  stay  there  all  night  f 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  From  stfbdown  T 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir.  I  got  there  a  little  before  sundown,  and  staid  there  until  after 
breakfast  next  morning. 

Question.  Were  Crudip's  sons  there  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  out  of  the  house  that  night  T 

Answer.  Crudipt 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  If  he  was  before  between  10  and  11, 1  never  missed  him;  if  he  was,  it  was 
to  step  out  and  back  again.  I  sat  up,  I  recollect,  until  between  10  and  11  o'clock, 
when  we  laid  down.  » 

Question.  Were  his  |;>oy8  both  there  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir;  both. 

Question.  Did  they  leave  the  house  that  night  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  time  did  they  leave  the  house  T 

Answer.  I  think,  sir,  it  was— ^ well,  day  wa3  breaking.    I  staid  all  night  at  Mr.  Gxn* 

dip's,  and  this  is  why  we  set  up  so  late.    His  two  sons,  their  mother  was  fixing  jbr 

them  to  go  ou  a  visit  to  Greene  County ;  and  we  sat  up  until  between  10  aDd-.ll 

"clock,  and  was  fixing  for  them  to  start,  and  then  the  two  boys  and  myself  went  fc 
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bed  in  the  same  room;  and,  I  think,  between  3  and  4  o'clock,  they  got  up  and 
started. 

Question,  Started  for  Greene  County  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  for  Greene  County. 

Question.  Could  Crudip  and  his  son  have  been  absent  that  night,  and  engaged  in  the 
killing  of  this  man,  without  your  knowing  itf 

Answer,  It  is  possible  that  they  might,  sir;  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  hardly 
probable. 

Question,  You  were  in  the  same  room  with  the  boys  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  lay  in  the  same  room  with  them  that  night. 

Question.  You  did  not  miss  them  during  the  night  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  until  they  got  up  next  morning.  I  saw  them  lie  down  ;  we  all 
lay  down  about  the  same  time,  and  next  morning  when  they  got  up,  to  start  over  to 
Greene  or  Hale— I  do  not  remember  exactly  which,  for  they  told  me  overnight  they 
were  going  early  next  morning — they  got  up  then,  in  the  same  room  we  all  lay  in.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  hardly  probable  that  they  left  the  room  daring  tiie  night. 

QtmHon.  Is  one  of  them  named  George  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  George. 

Question,  The  old  man  was  in  a  different  room  f 

Ansroer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  a  different  room* 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Did  you  sleep  sound  that  night  t 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  did  not  sleep  very  sound,  because  it  was  exceedingly  warm,  and 
a  close  room. 

Question.  Did  you  wake  during  the  night  t 

Answer.  I  did  wake  up  two  or  three  times. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  at  what  hoars  you  woke  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  connection  between  the  room  where  you  slept  and  that 
where  Mr.  Crudip  was  f 

Ansicer.  There  was  a  passage  or  partition,  I  think,  between  where  I  slept  and  Mr. 
Crudip. 

Question,  He  could  have  got  up  and  gone  out,  and  come  back  again,  without 
your  knowing  anything  about  it  T 

Answer,  He  coiud  have  done  so,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  think  if  either  of  the  boys  had  got  up,  you  could  have  heard  it  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  they  did,  because  I  was  awakened  frequently  daring  the 
night,  and  heard  the  boys,  and  we  were  lying  all  in  the  same  room  together. 

Question,  Did  yon  see  Westbrook's  body  that  day  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  nor  would  not  have  known  anything  in  the  world  about  it.  I  should 
have  left  next  morning  without  knowing  anything  about  it,  but  I  was  sitting  ont  on 
the  piazza,  and  saw  a  buggy  pass,  and  as  it  passed  it  overtook  a  negro  woman,  and  I 
heard  the  man  in  the  buggy  ask  her  something,  and  she  says,  "  He  was  killed ;"  and  he 
says,  "  Who  killed  him  T"  and  she  says,  "  Some  white  men,  I  reckon."  That  is  every- 
thing I  heard  as  they  passed.  When  Mr.  Crndip  came  in  I  says,  "  Did  you  hear,  of  any 
diatnrbaBce  in  town  f  ^  He  said.  "  No.^  I  said,  *'  If  I  did  not  misunderstand  the  n^ro 
woman,  as  Mr.  Simmons  passed  uere  this  morning,  she  said  some  one  was  killed,  and 
by  white  persons."  He  says,  "  Let  ns  go  up  town  and  see  if  we  can  hear  anything 
about  it."    We  went  up  to  the  post-oflSce,  and  Mr.  Crudip  asked  about  it. 

Qitestion.  What  did  Mr.  Crudip  follow  for  a  living  ? 

Answer,  He  is  a  farmer,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  How  far  is  it  from  whore  Mr.  Crudip  lives  to  the  place  where  Mr.  West- 
brook  was  killed  f 

Answer.  If  I  am  correctly  informed  about  where  he  was  killed— I  did  not  see  him; 
but  I  understood  it  was  on  a  certain  lot  that  a  man  there  occupied— I  suppose  it  is  a 
quarter  of  a  mile. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Qttestion,  It  was  after  11  o^clock  when  you  went  to  bed  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  between  10  and  11 ;  and  then  we  lay  there  and  talked  for  wme 
time  after  we  lay  down,  until  it  might  nave  been  11. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Did  all" the  family  lie  down  at  the  same  time  you  did! 
Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not.    I  think  Mrs.  Crudip  and  Mit>s  Crudip,  the  aunt  of  the 
boys,  wore  making 'preparation  for  the  boys  to  start  next  morning  on  this  visit. 
Question.  When  yon  retired  ?  '  .  ""         . 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  did  not  lie  down  when  we  did. 
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Drmopous,  Atjirama,  October  25, 1872. 
MARY  ELIZA  WILLIAMS  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesHoH,  What  was  yoor  husband's  name  t 

Amwer,  Ezekiel  Williams, 

Questkm,  Whore  did  your  husband  live  before  his  death  f 
^    Answer.  At  Mrs.  SeibePs,  down  here  in  the  swamp. 

Question,  Down  in  Sumter  County  f 

Ansxoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questiion,  State  to  the  committee  if  your  husband  was  killed. 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  When  was  he  killed  f 

Answer.  He  was  kiUed  Just  three  days  before  the  court. 

QuesUon.  How  long  ago  was  that  f 

Answer.  It  has  been  nearly  two  weeks  now.  Has  it  been  two  weeks  since  court  up 
there  at  Livingston  T  ^ 

Question.  I  do  not  know. 

Answer.  I  think  it  has  been  two  weeks ;  he  was  killed. 

Question.  Who  killed  him  T 

Answer.  1  don't  know  the  men  that  killed  him :  I  know  a  few  of  them. 

Qtuastion.  Where  was  he  at  the  time  he  was  killed  f 

Answer.  He  was  in  Jail  in  Livingston. 

Question.  Livingston  is  the  county-seat  of  Sumter  County,  is  it  T 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

QuesUon.  Wnat  was  he  in  Jail  for  T 

Answer.  They  said  he  killed  Mr.  Collins  the  time  of  the  fuss  out  of  my  house  at  ni^t. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Collins  a  white  man  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  had  your  husband  been  in  Jail  T 

Answer.  A  little  over  a  year ;  about  two  or  three  months  over  a  year. 

Question.  Had  he  ever  had  his  trial  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  a  party  come  and  take  him  out  of  jail  and  kill  himf 

Answei'.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  they  kill  him  f 
'  Answer.  They  just  tied  him  and  carried  him  down  to  a  place  called  Sucamochee. 

Question.  How  far  was  that  from  the  Jail  t 

Answer.  Two  or  three  miles,  J  think  they  said,  on  the  raOroad,  down  on  the  creek; 
he  was  killed  right  on  the  creek, 

Question.  How  did  they  kill  him  T 

Answer,  They  shot  him. 

Question.  How  many  balls  were  fired  into  his  body  f 

Answer.  So  many  I  couldn't  tell ;  one  man  said  he  put  fifteen  in  him. 

Question.  How  many  men  were  concerned  in  taking  him  out  of  Jail  and  killing  him  f 

Answer.  I  can't  tell  you  how  many  there  was ;  I  did  hear  once,  but  I  forgot.  There 
was  seventeen  or  eighteen.    I  don't  know. 

Question.  Did  the  men  have  any  disguises  on  T  • 

Answer.  Sir! 

Question.  Did  the  men  have  any  disguises ;  anything  over  their  faces  f 

Answer.  I  wasn't  there  when  they  took  him  out ;  he  was  dead  when  I  heard  it ;  liot 
I  know  several  of  the  men  that  were  there. 

Question.  How  did  you  find  out  T 

Answer.  They  went  off,  like  this  evening,  and  to-morrow  evening  they  came  back 
home,  when  they  could  tell  Zeke  was  dead ;  they  were  in  it ;  they  had  said  they  were 
going  to  kill  him. 

Question.  You  may  state  the  names  of  the  persons  you  supposed  to  have  been  con> 
cemed  in  the  killing. 

Answer.  Mr.  Farris  Beville,  Johnny  Faris;  there  is  three  more  to  come  yet,  but  I 
have  forgot ;  there  was  one  named  Billy  Hillman ;  John  Myers. 

Question,  Any  more  you  can  remember  f 

Answer.  Jack  McCree,  Mr.  Rafe  Grayson.    I  do  not  know  any  more  than  that. 

Question.  Now  tell  the  committee  again  the  reasons  why  you  supposed  the  persons 
you  have  Just  named  were  concerned  in  the  killing  of  your  husband. 

Answer.  Well,  they  said  they  were  goiug  to  have  vengeance  back. 

Question.  Who  said  that  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Faris  and  all  them  men  that  were  down  at  my  lio'WfGoOQlc 

Question.  They  said  they  were  going  to  have  vengeance  on  him  f  o 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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QttcstUm,  When  did  they  say  that  f 

Anstoer,  That  was  directly  after  the  first  Eu-Klnxing  there  at  my  house,  when  this 
man  got  killed. 

QueaUon.  This  man  had  got  killed  at  yonr  house  t 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  was  his  name  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Collins ;  he  attended  to  the  railroad. 

Question.  How  did  he  hai>pen  to  ^et  killed? 

Answer.  He  was  Ku-Klnxing,  and  they  shot  him ;  they  came  there  and  shot  into  the 
hcttse,  and  I  had  to  rnn  out  with  my  children. 

Question.  That  was  about  a  year  ago  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir;  last  year. 

Question,  How  many  men  came  with  him  T 

Answer.  So  many  I  couldn't  see ;  it  was  dark. 

Question.  Were  there  a  great  many  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  shoot  into  the  house  T  ^ 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  smack  through  my  smoke-house,  and  through  the  dairy,  and 
through  the  log,  but  it  happened  the  log  was  seasoned,  so  they  mdn't  come  in  Uie 
house,  and  I  took  my  child  and  ran  to  the  door.  I  said,  "  Gentlemen,  don^t  shoot.  I 
have  done  nothing ;  here  is  my  child  f  and  one  said,  ^'  Don't  shoot  the  woman ;  she  is 
with  the  childrcD?'    My  husband  wasn't  in  the  house. 

Question.  Had  he  any  notion  that  they  were  coming  f 

Answer.  He  had  heard  it,  but  didn't  believe  it. 

Question.  Had  he  gone  out  of  the  way  f 

Answer.  He  had  gone  away  to  his  brother-in-law  Peter's. 

Question.  Who  was  it  that  led  these  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  Collins. 

Question.  Who  killed  him  t 

Answer.  They  didn't  know  who  killed  himf 

Question.  Was  it  supposed  that  some  of  their  own  number  killed  him  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  said  he  didn't  know  who  killed  him ;  just  as  apt  to  have  been 
the  other  side  as  the  black  people. 

Question.  Was  any  gun  fired  lirom  your  house  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Your  husband  was  not  there  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  suspect  your  husband  of  killing  this  man ;  was  that  what  he 
was  taken  up  for  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question.  And  kept  in  jail  for  a  year  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Mr.  Moore  did.  After  they  took  him  up  from  Belmont,  Mr.  Seibela 
aaid  he  could  not  take  him — he  was  in  his  charge— except  on  a  writ,  and  he  drew  a  pis* 
tol  on  him  and  told  him  he  would  shoot  him. 

Question.  Who  drew  the  pistol  f 

Ansvoer.  Mr.  Moore,  the  sheriff,  and  when  they  got  Zeke  out  two  or  three  miles,  as  he 
said  to  me  when  I  first  went  to  see  him,  "  Mr.  Moore  told  me  to  just  ride  on  like  a  gen- 
tleman, and  he  woul^  return  me  back  to  Belmont ;"  but  he  never  did  it. 

Question.  He  took  him  to  jail  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  high  sheriff. 

Question.  Was  there  any  proof  that  your  husband  had  killed  that  man  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  what  he  said. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  They  took  him  out  three  days  before  court  t 
Ansu}er.  Yes,  sir. 
Questi4m.  This  month  f 
Ansujer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qt^estion.  The  first  part  of  the  month  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  took  liim  down  the  railroad? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  at  a  place  they  call  Sucamochee. 
Question.  And  there  shot  him  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  shot  him  all  to  pieces. 
Question.  You  saw  him  after  he  was  shot  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chaibbcan  :  r^  ^^ 

Question.  Hav%  you  heard  of  any  other  colored  people  being '^^'-^^  to^V^QQ 
country  t 
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Answer.  In  the  time  they  were  Ea-E[liixmg  thev  had  a  fuss  down  at  my  hanse  in 
Belmont,  and  a  man  was  killed  between  11— aooat  9  o^clock,  I  think.  He  was  working 
in  the  field ;  and  they  couldn't  get  anybody  that  night,  and  they  shot  him  down  in  t^e 
field,  tight  on  the  road. 

Question,  When  was  that  T 

Answer.  That  was  last  year,  when  they  were  Ku-Elaxing.  They  boried  hikn  in  Bel- 
mont. , 

Question.  Did  the  Ku-Klux  kill  him  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  shot  him  down  in  the  day-time. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  :  g 

Question.  What  was  his  name  f  . 
Answer.  I  didn't  know  his  name.    He  had  a  wife  there  at  Mr.  Billy  MeCree^ 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Any  other  colored  people  killed  that  you  know  of  by  Kn-Elnxt 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Que8ti(m.  Have  yon  heard  of  sAy  being  whipped  f 

Answer.  They  whipped  a  few  at  Livingston ;  going  on  to  Livingston ;  when  Hiey 
broke  np  here  to  Belmont,  they  whipped  a  few.  , 

Question.  How  far  did  you  live  from  Livingston  T 
Answer.  I  think  they  say  it  was  eleven  miles. 
QMesiion.  Are  there  any  colored  schools  kept  down  there T 
Answer.  There  is  one  at  Mr.  Travis's.    That  is  the  only  one. 
Question.  Has  that  ever  been  interfered  with  by  the  Kn-Elnxt 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  o£ 

Question.  Has  anybody  ever  been  taken  np  for  killing  your  husband  f 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  said  they  didn't  know  who  did  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  i>eople  who  saw  him  taken  out  of  jail  that  night  f 
Answer.  No,  sir.    He  hollered.    Uncle  John  said  he  hollered  murder. 
Question.  John  who  f 
Answer.  He  stays  in  Livingston ;  he  buried  him ;  they  didn't  allow  but  one  man  to 

bury  him — an  old  black  man. 
Question.  Did  this  old  blaek  man  hear  him  halloo  as  they  took  him  out  of  jail  f 
Answer.  They  all  heard  him  all  over  the  jail.    They  took  him  with  the  firet  light  of 

.day ;  took  him  out  of  the  celL 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  How  did  they  getiiim  out  of  jailf 
Anstver.  They  had  the  keys. 
Question.  Did  the  jailer  give  up  the  keys? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  said  they  were  going  to  kill  him,  and  his  wife  give  them  the 
keys. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  What  is  the  jailer's  name  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Moore.  And  they  took  his  pistols  from  him.  I  sent  and  got  bis  clothes; 
but  they  said  the  people  took  the  pistols,  and  I  never  got  them^  fior  his  Kuife  neither. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Did  he  have  his  pistols  with  him  at  the  time  he  was  taken  up  to  jailT 
Ansufcr.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  hauling  up  his  cotton  to  Belmont. 

Question.  And  they  took  away  his  pistols  and  knife,  and  you  never  have  seen  them 
since? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Ques^on,  You  say  you  recognized  Paris  BeviUeT 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  disguised  that  night  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  came  back  a  little  before  day,  and  the  people  saw  them  wbec 
they  came,  but  they  wouldn't  make  no  talk  of  it. 

Question.  What  people  T 

Answer.  The  colored  people. 

Question.  Saw  who  f 

Answer.  Saw  Mr.  Paris  going  from  Livingston,  and  next  day,  abbut  10  o'clock,  they 
were  telling  about  Zeke  being  dead.  That  was  Priday  and  Sirtnrday.  The  oolorea 
jMopleiM^w  tbem  as  tbey  were  going  down  to  Livingston,  just  about  day,  after  he  m9B 
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Questioii,  Yoa  did  not  recognize  any  of  them  yonrself  T 

Anstoer.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  see  them,  but  they  were  missing.  That  night  they  were 
missing.  They  w^ent  awav  this  time  in  the  evening ;  they  came  home  abont  daylight, 
and  Fnday  they  were  talking  about  that  Zeke  was  dead ;  that  they  got  Zeke  out  oi 
jail  and  killed  him — somebody  had — and  Saturday  they  got  the  straight  news  of  it. 

QuesiUm,  Do  all  these  men  live  in  Livingston — Paris,  Beville,  John  Faris.  Billy 
HiUman,  John  Myers,  Jack  McCree,  and  Rufe  Grayson  T 

Answer,  Them  you  have  called)  Faris,  Beville,  and  Johnny  Faris  lives  on  the  same 

Slace  I  live  on,  but  Rofe  Grayson  and  them  live  up  about  Belmont,  and  Mr.  Jack 
[cCree. 

Question,  They  live  about  Belmont  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  this  Billy  Hillman  and  John  Mynrs  live  this  side  of  Belmont, 
coming  toward^  here. 

Qu€8iion,  Fans,  Beville,  and  John  Myers  live  on  the  same  place  you  live  on  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  think  they  were  concerned  in  the  murder  of  your  husband  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  for  they  said  they  were  going  to  kill  him. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  them  say  they  were  gmng  to  kill  him  t 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  said  ^t  directly  after  the  fuss  had  at  my  house  last  year. 

Question,  Immediately  af..er  Collins  was  killed  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  Just  a  little  before  court  was  going  to  set,  they  said — ^Johnny 
Faris  and  Jack  McCree,  and  Beville  said — they  were  going  to  Livingston  to  do  all  they 
could  against  Zeke. 

Question,  Is  that  all  the  evidence  you  have  upon  it  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  that  is  not  all  the  evidence,  but  I  heard  them  say  they  were  going 
to  kill  him,  and  I  know  if  they  said  that  they  would  do  more. 

Question,  That  is  all  you  know  about  it ,'  you  did  not  recognize  them  there  that  night  T 

Answer,  They  were  missing  from  home,  and  they  saw  them  coming  in  next  morning 
before  day. 

Question,  Who  saw  them  coming  in? 

Answer,  A  man  living  on  the  place— Charles. 

Question,  A  black  man  f 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir. 
^    Question,  That  is  a  pretty  serious  case  you  make  against  these  men,  and  that  is  very 
light  evidence  upon  which  to  arraign  men  for  such  a  murder  f 

Answer.  Well,  they  were  there  that  night ;  some  folks  could  tell  you  so  because  they 
went  there.  There  was  fifteen  left  the  place  right  around  the  neighborhood  where  I 
lived,  and  we  were  picking  cotton,  and  fifteen  went  and  crossed  the  ford  of  the  river, 
and  onlv  three  of  them  came  back,  and  I  know  they  said  the  boys  all  left  them  at 
Jones's  Bluff.  These  men  went  deer-hunting ;  went  over  the  river^  and  when  Mr.  Be- 
ville and  his  brother  Johnny  came  back,  they  said  the  boys  all  left  them,  and  they 
staid  all  night,  and  the  next  evening  they  went  on  to  Livingston,  and  next  morning 
they  come  in  before  day,  and  they  could  tell  by  that ;  with  all  the  talk  all  the  time  he 
was  in  jail.  At  the  time  that  Mr.  Jones  spoke  in  Belmont,  ever  since  they  have  been 
at  him — at  the  time  he  spoke  they  got  to  fighting,  and  S^Seke  jumped  up  and  told  him 
be  would  stand  at  his  back,  and  two  weeks  after  that  they  came  down  to  his  house 
Ku-Elnxing,  and  ever  since  they  have  been  at  him^and  all  the  time  on  they  were  tell- 
ing him  he  waar  the  big  man ;  was  taking  up  with  W  ill  Jones.  He  was  in  jail,  and  Mr. 
Jones  was  here,  not  carlne  nothing  about  him ;  and  thev  told  that  he  would  be  hung 
and  would  not  go  home  sdive,  and  so  he  never  came  back. 

Question,  Did  not  they  mean  that  he  would  be  hung  by  the  law  for  killing  Collins  f 

Answer,  I  don't  know,  sir,  what  they  meant;  but  that  was  what  they  were  telling  all 
the  time. 

By  Mr.  Bucklky: 

Question,  Did  they  charge  him  with  killing  Collins  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  time  of  the  fuss  had  at  my  house,  it  was  at  night,  dark,  and 
they  were  shooting,  and  Collins  got  killed ;  and  next  morning  he  was  found  at  my 
house,  and  the  black  people  all  ^thered  up,  and  wouldn't  let  them  have  him  for  two 
days,  and  Zeke  took  the  paper  in  his  pocket,  and  he  said  he  was  goiuK  to  fetoh.  it  to 
Mr.  Jones.  I  don't  know  whether  he  got  it ;  his  name  was  on  there  ^n  that  pttper>and 
Nathan  Jones,  and  Wash  Shackelford,  and  Aaron  Thedford. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Were  they  colored  people  T 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  Collins  have  a  disguise  on  when  he  was  shot  ^  ^^  - 

Answer,  Ho  had  on  a  uniform.  omzed  by  GoOglc 

Question,  What  kind  of  a  uniform  1  «         ^  O 

Answer,  Just  a  blue  suit  out  and  out— a  roundabout  ]  it  didn't  have  aoiy  taiL 
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Queaiion.  Was  Collins  a  young  man  1 

AMtoer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  wasn't  married ;  ho  was  a  poor  man. 

Question,  What  did  he  follow  for  a  living ;  what  was  his  business  f  • 

Answer.  The  white  people  in  Belmont  sent  for  him  to  come  here  and  Ku-Klox ;  the 
whole  troop  Irom  Livington  and  Warsaw,  and  all  around  there ;  it  looked  like,  in  the 
day-time,  it  was  two  or  three  hundred,  or  more  than  that ;  they  staid  in  Belmont,  I 
believe,  two  days  and  a  night. 

Question,  Was  he  supposed  to  be  a  leader  of  the  En-Elux  t 

Answer,  Tes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
QuesHon,  Did  he  follow  that  business  f 

Answer,  He  said  so ;  he  said  he  just  wanted  to  kill  Zeke,  and  that  would  make  his 
five  hundred  men  he  killed  since  the  surrender ;   Mr.  Collins  said  that. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  Who  did  he  say  that  to  f 

Answer,  He  was  telling  the  white  people,  and  some  of  the  black  ones  got  hdid  of  it 
and  got  to  talking  about  it. 

Question,  Who  did  he  tell  that  to  f 

Angwer,  Mr.  McCree,  and  them  men  standing  there  in  Belmont. 

Question,  Did  he  tell  Mr.  McCree  so  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  can  tell  you  so  if  he  has  a  mind  io ;  he  said  if  he  killed  Zeke 
that  night,  that  would  make  his  five  hundred  men. 

Question,  Which  McCree  was  that  T 

Aiiswer,  Jack  McCree. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Was  Jack  McCree  one  of  the  Ku-Klnx  f 

Answer.  He  was  down  at  my  house  that  night  with  the  Eu*Elux,  and  Beville  and 
Farris,  and  Myers,  and  a  heap  more  of  our  neighborhood  men ;  but  I  did  not  xecognixe 
any  but  them ;  but  they  were  all  there. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  That  was  the  time  they  shot  into  your  house  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  have  anything  over  their  faces  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  no  gown  at  all ;  just  horseback ;  they  had  on  their  hats. 

Question,  You  saw  their  fiwjes  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  saw  their  faces.  I  ran  to  the  door  with  my  child,  and  said,  "Gen- 
tlemen, don't  shoot  me,  for  I  have  done  nothing  to  be  shot.''  McCree  spoke,  and  said, 
'*  1  tell  you  not  to  shoot  that  woman  with  her  child;"  and  after  the  fuss  I  asked  him, 
and  he  said  yes,  he  did  say  so ;  he  tried  to  get  them  not  to  go  down  to  my  yaid,  and 
they  would  do  it. 

Question.  Mr.  McCree  told  you  he  said  this  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  after  they  declared  peace,  I  asked  him  if  it  wasn't  him  spoke  thaJt 
night ;  he  said,  "  Yes ;  I  tried  to  get  them  bo Js  not  to  go  there,  but  they  would  do  it." 
He  was  there  that  night,  too. 


Demopolis,  Alabama,  October  26, 1872. 
MACK  TINKER  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Where  do  you  live  f 

Answer.  1  am  living  in  Choctaw  County,  about  six  miles  south  of  Desotoville. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  that  county  T 

Answer.  1  have  been  living  there  about  fourteen  years,  and  I  went  up  to  Sumter 
and  went  back  to  my  old  home  again,  and  I  am  living  there  now. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  colored  men  in  that  county  having  been  whipped  or 
killed  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Tell  the  committee  who  have  been  killed. 

Answet\  Abe  Lyon  was  the  first  one  I  knew  that  got  killed  there  since  I  have 
down  there. 

Question.  Who  elBel  C^r\r\ri\o 

Answer.  The  next  one  Mras  Mike  Dunn.  °  9'^'"^^  ^^  ^^OUglL 

Question.  When  was  he  killed  t 
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Answer,  I  can't  tell  you,  gentlemen,  the  day  nor  the  month,  for  I  nevei  took  notioe ; 
I  took  notice  then,  but  ft  has  gone  oat  of  my  memory. 

QlkeatUm.  Was  it  this  year  or  last  year  f 

Answer.  This  year. 

QuestAon,  Did  you  know  him  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  knew  him  very  well. 

Question,  When  was  he  killed ;  in  the  day-time  or  night-time  f 

Answer.  He  was  killed  in  the  night-time. 

Question.  By  whom  f 

Answer.  By  the  Ku-Klux,  was  what  was  said. 

Question,  Was  he  a  man  of  family  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  the  Ku-Elux  visit  his  house  t 

Ansujer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  went  to  his  house. 

Question.  Were  the  family  abed  and  asleep  at  the  time  f 

Answer.  I  don't  knbw  whether  his  wife  was  asleep  or  not,  but  I  know  he  was  lying 
down,  from  what  they  said.  I  was  there  when  they  made  the  inquest.  They  said  he 
was  in  bed. 

Question.  How  many  Ku-Klux  were  said  to  have  been  there  f 

Answer.  From  the  description,  there  were  between  twenty  and  twenty-five.  There 
may  have  been  more,  but  1  heard  them  say  that. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  whether  they  were  disguised  T 

Ansipa:  They  said  that  they  came  in  the  house. 

Question.  Was  he  killed  in  this  house  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  took  him  out,  I  reckon,  about  two  hundred  yards. 

Question.  How  did  they  kill  him  T 

Answer.  They  shot  him. 

Question.  What  was  the  offense  f    What  did  they  have  against  him  t 

Ansioer.  Ill  tell  you  what  I  heard.  They  said  he  talked  too  much ;  that  he  was  put- 
ting out  some  threats  of  what  he  would  do  if  the  Ku-Klux  came  to  his  house  after  him. 

Question.  Has  anybody  over  been  taken  up  or  punished  for  killing  Mike  Dunn  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  a  coroner's  inquest  held  over  his  dead  body  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  mentioned  two  instances — Abe  Lyon  and  Mike  Dunn.  Gk>  on  and 
state  to  the  committee  any  other  murders  you  have  heard  of  or  know  of. 

Anstcer.  The  next  murder,  after  Mike  Dunn,  was  Isham  Ezell.    I  knew  him,  too. 

Question.  Was  that  this  year  T 

Ansujer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  these  I  am  telling  yon  of  were  this  year. 

Question.  Did  yon  understand  he  was  killed  by  disguised  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Supposed  to  be  Kn-Klux  T  * 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  same  thing. 

Question.  How  many  were  concerned  in  his  killing  f 

Answer,  They  said  there  was  abont  fifteen  men  that  they  give  an  account  of  that 
was  there.    They  said  that  they  saw  that  many. 
'Question.  What  waA  he  killed  fort 

Answer.  Some  said  he  was  killed  about  a  woman  he  had  took  down,  and  some  said 
he  had  cursed  the  white  people,  and  all  such  as  that,  so  I  never  could  get  nothing 
straight  of  that.    I  just  tell  you  that  as  I  heard  it. 

Question.  What  w6man  had  he  taken  there  t 

Answer.  A  woman  named  Jane  Ward. 

Question.  A  colored  woman  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  anybody  ever  1>een  taken  up  or  pmniehed  for  killing  him  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  no  person  at  all. 

Qv^tion.  Go  on  with  the  next  one. 

Answer.  The  next  one  was  Lem  Campbell. 

Question.  Was  he  killed  this  year,  too  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  killed  this  year. 

Question.  By  Ku-Klux  r 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  were  concerned  in  killing  him  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  sir ;  they  said  there  was  a  great  many,  but  I  never  heard  ex- 
actly how  many  they  thought  there  was  there. 

Question.  What  was  he  killed  for  ?    What  was  his  offense  t 

AnsuHfr.  Nothing  that  they  could  have  account  of;  only  the  citizens  around  there 
allowed  it  mus't  have  been  a  mistake:  that  the  man  von  had  here  yesterday  wa&, the 
one.  He  lived  there,  I  reckon,  about  fifty  or  one  hundred  yards  from  him.  They  first 
came  up  to  his  house ;  that  is  the  way  his  wife  gave  it  in ;  I  heard  her.    He  was  lying 
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down,  and  thej  ealled  him,  aud  hegot  up.  They  said,  '^  Is  this  yoa,  old  mas  hem  f 
He  said,  *'  Yes,  sir."  They  said,  "Get  up  and  make  a  light."  He  made  a  light.  TIict 
said,  "  Where's  old  maa  William  f"  He  said,  "I  reckon  he  is  down  at  his  holiB.^ 
The  Ku-Klnx  said,  "  Do  you  know  me  f"  He  said,  "No, sir."  He  says,  "  I  know  you 
if  you  don't  know  roe,  and  you  will  know  mo  after  now  if  you  were  to  see  me."  He 
told  him  then,  "  Lay  down,  old  man ;  nohody  is  going  to  hurt  you,  because,  by  Gad, 
you  are  as  good  an  old  soul,  as  good  a  citizen  as  in  this  country,  and  nobody  has  any- 
thing against  yon."    Then  they  went  down  to  old  roan  William^s  house. 

Qiteatwn.  Ezekiel  Williams? 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  sir ;  it  was  the  same  yellow  man  (William  Lee)  you  had  here 
yesterday.  They  asked  his  wife  where  he  was  at.  She  said  he  was  at  Mr.  Gray's.  In 
consequence,  they  turned  around,  and  the  citizens  held  she  must  have  told  him  con- 
cerning, in  this  way,  that  he  had  old  man  William  there,  harboring  him,  and  that  he 
knew  where  he  was.  They  wont  back  to  him,  aud  says,  "Old  man  Leni,  you  told  me 
a  God  damn  lie."  He  says,  "No,  I  didn't."  They  says,  "Yes,  you  did  tell  me  a  God 
damn  lie.  Now,  get  up  and  come  out  here."  From  the  evidence,  when  they  carried 
him  out,  they  tried  to  whip  it  out. of  him,  like  any  person  would,  to  see  if  he  wouldn't 
confess  to  what  the  woman  said,  but  they  couldn't  get  it  out  of  him.  They  cut  sap- 
lings down  aud  whipped  him  powerful  all  over,  and  made  great  whelks  as  big  as  yonr 
finger,  trying  to  make  him  confess  to  this,  but  ho  wouldn't  confess,  and  then  they 
turned  iu  and  killed  him. 

Question,  How  was  ho  killed  t 

Answer.  Ho  wao  shot. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Qu^tlon,  In  order  to  a.2»kc  him  confess  to  concealing  William  t 
Ansioci\  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  . 

QH68thn.  Has  anything  iican  done,  or  anybody  been  taken  up,  for  the  killing  of  Lem 
Campbell  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  next  case  T 

Answer.  Nothing.    That's  all  I  know  of  the  murdering. 

QHesUon.  Do  you  know  of  any  colored  people  that  have  been  whipped  in  Choctaw 
County  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  don't  know  of  any  One  whipped  in  Choctaw. 

Question.  All  of  these  murders  have  taken  place  this  year? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  have  been  done  in  about  seven  months. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  effect  upon  the  colored  people  there.  Have  theso  nniMr- 
ous  murders  alarmed  them  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that's  one  thing  tlfkt  got  me  out  of  there,  loafing  about — ^what  I 
call  it  like ;  when  I  am  not  at  work,  I  call  that  loafing  about. 

Question.  Why  did  you  leave  Choctaw  County  ? 

Answer.  That's  what  I  will  tell  you.  After  they  killed  Abe  the  citizens  said  ^ey 
would  put  a  stop  to  it. 

Question.  Abe  Lyon?  ♦ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  they  didn't  put  a  stop  to  it ;  and  the  next  one  they  killed  was 
Mike  Dunn ;  and  they  said  they  would  put  a  stop  to  it  then.  We  went  on  that  way, 
but  wo  couldn't  imagine  what  would  happen ;  we  couldn't  do  nothing,  and  didn't  know 
what  to  think.  After  a  while  they  kept  killing  these  men  until  they  come  to  Lem 
Campbell.  In  every  case  before  old  Lem  Campbell,  where  a  man  was  killed,  they  had 
some  bill  against  him ;  that  he  talked  too  much,  or  had  put  out  some  threat :  bat  when 
they  came  to  old  man  Lem  every  one  said  he  was  as  good  a  citizen  as  ther«  was  in  the 
country,  colored  or  white  ;»that  he  troubled  nobody.  Then,  I  concluded  to  myBci^  if 
they  killed  such  a  man,  they  will  kill  mo  or  any  other  man.  That  stirred  mo  up  ih  my 
mind,  so  I  thought  I  would  come  off  awhile  and  work  about,  ai^d  let  it  get  pseified, 
and  then  go  back  and  try  to  get  work  again.  ^ 

Question.  Have  any  other  colored  people  left  for  the  same  reason  t 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  great  many  of  them  have  left  all  through,  every  which  wiqr. 

Question.  Do  the  colored  people  of  Choctaw  County  vote  freely,  without  any  iMirf 

Answer.  Well,  they  haven't  been  doing  it. 

Qucstii/n.  What  are  they  afraid  off 

Aimoer.  They  aro  afraid  of  men  they  are  working  for  raising  a  fuss  with  tben,  and 
turning  them  off;  or  maybe  men,  Ku-Klux,  mig^t  come  and  kill  them;  «otliQyMMt 
formed  the  idea  that  they  wouldn't  vote.  • 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  a  great  many  stay  away  from  voting  for  that  reason  t 

Anstcer.  That  is  what  they  say  they  aro  going  to  do.  They  haven't  donelt^  Imt  ^j 
say  thoy  are  going  to  do  it.    Well,  in  the  wh^  couuty,  and  a  great  numy 
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almost  eyery  person  I  know,  says  they  are  not  going  to  vote  any  more.  I  hftve  said 
td>e  same  thing.    1  don't  intend  to  vote  any  more  as  long  as  I  live. 

Question,  Do  the  employers  of  colored  people  try  to  prevent  them  from  voting? 

Afimoer,  Well,  without  they  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  They  say  that  if  they  vote 
on  the  other  side  it  is  all  right.  I  voted  according  to  m^  judgment,  and  I  saw  it  was 
pretty  tight  np  there,  and  I  jnst  determined  not  to  do  neither  one. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question,  Have  yon  known  of  any  school-honses  which  have  heen  homed  np  in  Choc- 
taw Comity  f 

AnsMfer.  Yes,  sir.  I  wasn't  living  there  when  they  were  bnmed  np,  so  I  have'nothing 
to  say  about  it ;  but  I  know  two  uown  there  have  been  bnmed  mg. 

Question,  You  have  heard  so  1 

AnstDsr,  Yes,  sir;  but  I  was  living  in  Sumter  then. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  that  ? 

Answer,  That  was,  I  think,  before  Christmas. 

Question.  Last  year  T 

Anstver,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  say  you  were  at  the  inquest  of  Mike  Dunn  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  right  there,  and  looked  at  him,  and  that  put  me  out  of  the 
notion  of  ever  seeing  any  other  man  done  in  that  way.  That's  one  thing  that  fright- 
ened me.  I  am  frlgntened  yet  about  it— Just  to  look  at  him.  I  haven't  staid  in  my 
house  in  five  weeks.  It  will  be  six  weeks  this  week,  because  I  have  been  here  all  the 
week. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Question,  Where  would  you  go  tot 

Answer.  In  the  woods,  and  stay  about. 

Question.  For  fear  of  Ku-Klux? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  After  they  came  and  killed  that  man,  that  was  innocent,  I- thought 
they  would  kill  anybody ;  if  they  couldn't  get  one  they  would  kiU  another.  I  have 
been  staying  in  the  woods  for  five  weeks,  and  so  I  came  here  to  knock  about  awhile, 
and  get  my  mind  pacified  to  go  to  work  again. 

Question.  Have  the  white  people  made  any  earnest  effort  to  stop  these  outrages  upon 
the  colored  people! 

Answer.  They  say  they  have,  but  they  told  me  that  before,  and  it  was  not  more  than 
two  weeks  before  tiiere  was  a  man  killed,  and  that  just  knocked  ^e  {»elief,  or  thoughts, 
I  had  out. 

Question,  You  say  you  do  not  know  of  anybody  having  been  arrested  for  committing 
these  murders? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  a  person  at  all  that  has  been ;  that's  true. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question.  Have  yon  heard  of  men  riding  in  the  county  in  disguise  lately  t 
Answer.  No,  sir;  not  ^inoe  the  last  man  they  killed.  I  tell  you  this  is  Just  ruining 
that  country,  sure,  with  black  people.  I  don't  reckon  there  is  a  colored  man  in  ten  miles 
around  me  who  has  apt  any  hea^  to  work.  I  reckon  I  have  as  good  a  crop  on  hand 
as  the  general  run  oidarkeys, and  I  declare  I  can't  get  IL  I  have  no  heart  to  work  all 
day,  and  then  think  at  night  I  will  be  killed. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  leave  your  crop  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  my  crop  is  there,  and  I  have  some  hands  there  going  on  with  a 
brother  of  mine. 

QuesUcn.  Have  you  ever  received  a  notice  or  warning  from  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  none  in  the  world ;  nothing  about  me. 

Question,  But  you  think,  if  innocent  men  liKo  Campbell  may  bb  killed,  you  will  be 
kiUedf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  thafs  the  way,  because  they  told  him,  when  they  came  that  night, 
that  they  didn't  have  anything  against  him  in  the  world ;  that  they  thought  he  was 
aa  Boed  a  citisen  as  there  was  m  tne  country. 

Question,  Is  it  known  who  these  men  are  who  ride  about  the  country  and  kill  colored 
people? 

Answer.  That's  more  than  I  know.  Of  course,  the  men  down  in  that  part  of  the 
country  must  know,  but  then  it  is  fixed  in  such  a  way,  that  one  is  not  going  to  tell,  and 
this  one  is  not  going  to  tell. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  :  Digitized  by  vjOOQIC 

Qumtion.  Are  they  afraid  to  tellf 
Amwer.  Ye«^  sir. 
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By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Who  is  the  sheriff  ia  that  coooty  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  sir,  who  is  sheriff  down  there.  I  know  Mr.  John  Christopher, 
at  De  Sotoville,  is  jastice  of  the  peace. 

Question.  Who  is  the  jadge  of  the  circuit  court  there  t 

Answer.  Judge  Smith  was. 

Question.  Who,  Luther  Smith  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  was  old  man  Sam  Cook ;  now,  his  wife  was  whipped  there.  Yoa 
may  say  she  was  whipped  nearly  to  death.  She  lives  about  six  mUes  the  other  side  of 
me.    I  had  forgotten  about  her. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  What  was  she  whipped  for  T 

Answer.* She  was  whipped  on  account  of  him.  They  got  after  him  last  year ;  I  reckon 
it  was  in  December,  the  Ku-Klnx  did ;  and  so  it  was  reported  that  they  got  after  him, 
and  ho  got  away  from  them,  and  he  moved  down  there  to  Mr.  Allen's  mill,  and  they 
suppos^  they  had  that  grudge  against  him  all  the  time — that  they  didn^  get  him 
then — the  gentlemen  that  were  after  him.  He  moved  off,  and  so  they  went  down  theit, 
and  Mr.  Wadkins  missed  a  watch,  and  they  said  the  little  boy  carried  it  to  let  old  man 
Sam  have  it,  and  they  got  after  old  man  Sam  about  it,  and  old  man  Sam  run  off;  and  so  tiie 
disguised  men  went  there  after  him  about  a  week  after  that,  and  took  her  out,  and 
they  whipped  her  so  she  laid  under  the  doctoring  about  two  months. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Who  whipped  her  f 

Answer.  These  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Wadkins  have  anything  to  do  with  it  f 

Answer.  Not  as  I  know  of.  I  never  heard  his  name  called  for  it,  but  only  that  the 
Ku-Klux  whipped  her. 

Question.  You  say  this  Isham  Ezell  was  whipped  about  a  woman  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  there  about  the  woman  f 

Answer.  They  said  he  took  a  woman,  and  she  was  not  married.  I  believe  she  used  to 
be  his  wife  onco,  and  then  he  quit  her  and  had  another  woman,  and  I  think  she  was 
taken  up  there  again.  She  was  living  somewhere,  and  he  went  and  got  her  and 
brought  her  there,  and  some  men  told  him  that  if  ho  brought  her  there  again  they 
would  do  something  to  him  about  it,  and  I  suppose  from  that  it  raised  a  fuiss,  and  he 
cursed  them  ;  and  that  night,  when  they  came  after  him,  they  told  him  to  open  the 
door,  and  ho  told  them  ho  wouldn't.  They  were  cursing  mighty  powerful.  They  says, 
"  Open  the  door,  Isham."  He  says,  "  I  won't."  They  says,  '*  God  damn  you,  open  the 
door,"  and  ho  cursed  ihem.  They  had  an  ax  that  he  had  been  splitting  light-wood 
with,  and  they  split  the  door  open  with  it,  and  after  they  bursted  the  door,  one  of  them 
poked  a  guh  ri^ht  through  tho  crack  of  the  door,  and  shot  him  right  through  his  left 
cheek  to  his  right,  and  another  shot  him  through  the  breast. 

Question.  Who  were  the  men  that  threatened  him  T 

Answer.  That  wo  never  have  known.    They  that  do  know  are  not  going  to  telL 

Question.  Who  told  you  that  men  had  threatened  him  t 

Answer.  Which,  sir  f 

Question.  Who  told  you  that  these  men  had  threatened  Isham  f 

Answer.  1  hp>ard  his  wife  say  so. 

Question.  His  wife  or  this  woman  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  his  wife.  She  lives  right  down  there  at  the  Cole  place,  without  she 
has  moved  from  there  since  two  weeks  ago. 

Question.  You  say  that  you  think  it  probable  they  killed  old  Lem  by  mistake  for 
some  other  man  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  that's  what  they  have  got  it  reported  over  there. 

Question.  Who  did  they  take  him  for  ? 

Anstcer.  They  were  after  this  old  man  William,  and  they  talked  like  old  man  Wil- 
liam's wife  must  have  told  some  kind  of  a  tale  on  old  man  Lem ;  that  William  most 
have  had  some  hover  there  somewhere,  or  something  the  matter  that  they  killed  him. 
That's  what  they  all  think  there,  white  and  black. 

Question.  Did  William's  wife  tell  tho  same  story  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    Her  name  is  Dindy. 

Question.  Do  you  know  William  Lee,  who  was  here  yesterday  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  same  one. 

Question.  It  was  his  wife  f  ><^  i 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  niaitized  bv  GoOQIc 

Question.  What  did  they  want  with  this  William  Lee  f  ^         '  ^ 

Answer.  From  all  I  have  heard — ^o  black  ones  and  some  white  ones  report— thay  t^y 
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he  had  been  stealing.  I  don't  know  whether  they  proved  it  on  him  or  not,  hnt  that 
was  the  report  they  had. 

Questum,  The^  had  him  in  court  t 

Answer,  No.  sir. 

Question,  The^  did  not  arrest  him  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  They  just  charged  him  with  stealing  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quistion,  It  seems  they  went  to  arrest  this  man  Lee,  and  they  mistook  old  Isham  for 
himf 

Anstcer,  No,  sir ;  they  took  old  man  Lem  for  him. 

Question,  Where  is  this  woman,  Jane  Ward  T 

Answer.  I  don't  know  where  she  is  living  now.  She  is  living  somewhere  down  io 
Samter  now. 

Question.  Does  nobody  know  who  these  men  are  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  as  I  know  of. 

Question.  Are  they  supposed  to  be  the  same  band  of  men  who  perpetrate  all  these 
things  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  all  came  down  from  toward  Meridian.  Every  time  they 
come,  they  always  come  down. 

Question,  About  how  many  of  them  were  there  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  there  was  twenty-five,  and  I  have  heard  that  there  was  more 
tban  tbat,  but  I  have  heard  the  man  say  he  bad  counted  tbem,  and  there  was  about 
twenty-five. 

Question.  William  Lee  says  the  band  consisted  of  sixteeU,  and  invariably  the  same 
number. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Well,  I  d(m't  know  how  many  men  came  down  after  they  came 
in  there. 

Question.  Abe  Lyon's  wife  says  there  was  about  a  hundred. 

Answer.  That's  what  I  heard  a  heap  of  them  say,  and  a  heap  said  there  was  not  tbat 
many ;  and  I  beard  some  of  tbem  say  there  was  about  seventy-five  when  they  killed 
Mike,  and  I  beard  some  say  there  was  about  forty,  and  some  said  twenty-five,  and  so 
I  don't  know  how  to  take  tbem.  But  Mike's  mother  said,  I  think,  twenty-five  or  thirty ;  I 
don't  know  exactly  which,  because  she  said  after  they  kiUed  him  she  laid  out  by  him 
all  night  after  the  men  went  away.  She  laid  out  there,  and  built  up  a  little  fire.  The 
fire  was  there  when  I  went  there  the  next  morning. 

Quoftion.  Was  that  Mike  Dunn's  wife  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  Mike  Dunn's  mother.  She  was  standing  right  out  there  when  they 
killed  him.  When  they  brought  him  out  of  the  house — she  could  tell  it  all  straight — 
they  took  him  out  of  the  bouse,  and  one  man  says,  **  Let's  whip  him,  and  turn  him 
loose."  The  other  said,  "  No,  God  damn  him ;  I  would  rather  shoot  his  damn  brains 
out,"  and  they  lust  took  him  down  by  the  big  road  about  two  hundred  yards,  or  near 
tbat,  and  laid  him  down,  and  then  she  said  they  would  all  turn  their  backs,  and  the 
captain  said,  stand  ofi',  and  he  would  tell  tbem  to  wheel,  and  when  they  wheeled  they 
would  shoot  him.  Well,  one-half  didn't  bit  him ;  they  just  turned  and  shot.  When 
they  got  done  shooting,  one  said,  *'Hold  up  your  damned  head,  and  let  me  cut 
yonr  damned  throat."    She  was  standing  off,  looking  at  him.  ^ 

Question.  Who  heard  that  1 

Answer.  Mike  Dunn's  mother. 

Question,  Where  did  she  live  t 

Answer.  They  lived  on  the  widow  CampbeU's  place,  between  Tompkinsville  and  the 
cross-road. 

Question.  How  far  is  that  from  Livingston  f 

Answer.  Just  about  thirty  miles,  I  reckon. 

Qu^sHon.  This  side  or  the  other  ? 

Answer.  It  is  on  the  other  side,  in  Choctaw.  Mrs.  Campbell's  place  is  more  south  of 
Livingston  tban  anything  else. 

Question.  Where  did  you  live? 

Answer.  I  lived  in  Choctaw.    I  live  at  Mr.  Charles  McCall's. 

Question.  You  lived  at  his  place  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  at  a  place  they  call  the  Sleigh  place,  Nathan  Sleigh's  place. 

Question.  How  far  is  that  from  Livingston  f 

Answer.  About  thirty-five  miles,  I  reckon.    It's  about  twelve  miles  from  Butler. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  of  many  colored  people  i*  Choctaw  County  who,  like  your- 
self^ feel  unsaib  in  staying  in  their  houses  after  night,  and,  like  you,  ha\^  laid  out  in 

the  woods?  tizedby  VjOOC 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Question.  Do  you  say  you  know  a  good  many  who  did  like  you? 
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Answer,  Tes^fiir. 

QuesiiGn.  Is  there  a  general  feeliDg  of  insecority  among  colored  people  tiieref 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  that  and  nothing  else. 


Demopous,  Alabama,  Ooto^  26, 1871. 

JACOB  MICHAEL,  Jr.,  9wom  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  What  office  do  you  hold  in  Marengo  Coanty  Y 

Anstcer.  Sheriff,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  have  yon  been  sheriff  f 

Ansioer.  Nearly  three  years,  sir. 

Question.  Are  there  certain  colored  men  at  this  time  in  the  Jail  of  this  coanty  on  a 
charge  of  assaulting  Dr.  Seth  D.  Smith,  of  Jefferson,  with  intent  to  kill  him  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  number  of  men  in  jailf 

Answer.  Six,  sir ;  there  were  seven  altogether ;  one  made  his  escape. 

Question.  How  long  have  they  been  in  jail  f 

Answer.  They  have  been  in  jail  about  three  months,  sir-— two  or  three  months. 

Question.  Has  any  indictment  ever  been  preferred  against  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Against  all  t 

Ansujer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  is  their  trial  to  come  off? 
^   Answer.  It  is  to  come  off,  I  suppose  to-morrow ;  I  think  it  is  to-morrow ;  to-day  is  set 
for  some  special  case ;  it  was  to  come  off  to-morrow.    I  have  the  witnesses  subpoenaed 
there. 

Question.  You  may  state  to  the  committee  what  information  you  have  of  any  whipping 
inflicted  upon  the  men  now  in  jail,  or  upon  other  colored  people,  with  a  view  of  induc- 
ing them  to  disclose  the  names  of  the  persons  concerned  in  that  assault  upon  Dr. 
Smith. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  all  that  I  know  about  it  is  what  I  heard  the  prisoner  himseU 
say-— the  one  that  escaped — that  he  had  been  whipped. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  t 

Answer.  His  name  was  Lewis  something :  I  have  forgotten  the  name ;  I  have  not  tiie 
book  here  now ;  he  told  me  he  had  been  wnipped ;  I  saw  his  back ;  he  was  brought  to 
mo  on  Sunday  night  or  morning,  about  4  o'clock.  Monday  I  went  to  my  jail  to  inspect 
the  prisoners,  and  told  him  I  had  heard  he  had  been  whipped,  and  wanted  to  see  bis 
l)ack.  I  called  a  gentleman  with  me  as  a  witness  to  see  if  that  had  been  done ;  I  bad 
heard  of  it.  He  took  off  his  shirt,  and  there  were  the  stripes  on  his  back.  He  did  not 
say  who  whipped  him  ;  he  did  not  call  any  name.    I  asked  him,  but  he  would  not  say. 

Question.  When  did  he*  say  he  was  whipped  t 

Ansu'ci'.  He  was  whipped ;  I  do  not  remember ;  it  was  the  night  he  was  arrested ;  a 
Friday  night ;  he  was  arrested  by  some  constables,  who  had  been  depnt^ed  down 
there. 

Qtiestion.  How  many  were  concerned  in  the  whipping  T 

Ans^cer.  He  did  not  say. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  was  the  object  of  the  whipping — to  make  him  confess  f 

Answer.  He  did  not  tell  me  anything  about  it  at  all.  I  did  not  ask  him  any  qnestioiis, 
except  to  try  to  find  out  who  they  were. 

Question.  Were  any  of  the  other  men  who  were  committed  whipped  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Not  one. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  one  of  them  complained  that  he  had  been  struck  over  the  head 
with  a  pistol  by  some  of  the  crowd  during  the  night. 

Question.  The  night  he  was  arrested  t 

Ansiccr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  were  all  arrested  in  the  night,  you  understood  T 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  their  houses  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  presume  so. 

<luestion.  Did  you  see  the  wound  on  his  he^  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  8howe<l  me  it.  I  stood  at  the  door,  and  he  showed  me  that  ke 
had  been  struck  on  the  hea<l  with  a  pistol. 

Question.  Did  he  explain  the  circumstances  t 

Answer.  No,  sir  j  he  did  not  say  who  struck  him,  but  they  said  ho  was  not  walkingiip» 
or  was  attempting  to  get  away,  and  they  struck  him  to  make  him  ke^  up;  h^said 
that  was  what  they  said  they  struck  him  for. 
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Questian.  Did  Lewis  tell  yoa  that  he  was  indnced  by  this  whipping  to  disclose  the 
names  of  persons  f. 

Anstcer,  He  said  whipping  wonld  make  most  any  man  tell  or  acknowledge  anything. 

Question.  Did  he  say  what  he  had  acknowledged  f 

Answer.  He  did  not  say  anything  abont  it :  he  just  remaked,  any  man,  when  he  has 
been  whipped,  will  acknowledge  almost  anything. 

Question.  Did  he  seem  afraid  to  give  the  names  of  persons  who  had  whipped  him  Y 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  ask  him  particularly ;  I  do  not  suppose  a  dozen  words 
were  exchanged  between  ns.  Mr.  Taliaferro  hero^  the  editor,  was  standing  at  the  door ; 
I  called  him  in. 

Question.  The  editor  of  the  paper  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  D.  M.  Taliaferro. 

Question.  Tliis  was  at  Linden  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  Domopolis ;  they  were  oonfmed  here. 

Question.,  Are  they  here  at  present  Y 

AnsiDer.  No,  sir :  they  are  at  Linden ;  I  carried  them  down  Monday  morning. 

Question.  They  nad  been  kept  here  until  last  Monday  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

Question.  Court  sits  there,  and  you  took  them  down  there  for  trial  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  no  knowledge  or  information  of  how  many  were  concerned  in  the 
whipping  of  this  Lewis  t 

Answer.  Mr.  William  Giles,  my  deputy,  went  there  Saturday,  and  thgy  were  tamed 
over  to  him,  and  he  then  protected  them  ;  they  were  not  mistreated  after  he  took  charge 
of  them. 

Question.  Before  that,  you  say  they  were  in  charge  of  whom  f 

Anstccr.  Of  special  constables. 

Question.  And  a  posse  also  Y 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  large  a  posse  t 

Ansiccr.  I  really  £)  not  know;  I  suppose  eight  or  ten  in  number;  I  do  not  know 
positively  how  many  there  were. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Mr.  Michael,  was  this  whipping  done  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Giles  Y 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  i^  his  statement ;  I  asked  him. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  hear  that  he  made  the  remark  that  they  had  done  enough, 
and  plead  that  tbev  should  desist  from  whipping ;  that  Giles  said,  ''  You  have  done 
enough,"  and  asked  them  to  cease  whipping  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  so.  I  asked  him  if  ho  was  there  when  thoy  wore 
whipping  them.  He  told  me  he  was  not.  I  told  him  I  would  hold  him  responsible  if 
those  persons  were  mistreated  in  his  custody.  He  told  me  positively  that  the  negroes 
were  never  struck  a  lick  when  they  were  in  his  custody ;  he  told  me  they  were  not ; 
thsit  after  he  took  charge  of  them  he  protected  them. 

Question.  Then  the  maltreatment  was  all  while  they  were  in  the  custody  of  these 
special  constables  Y 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  the  posse. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  circumstances  of  the  killing  of  Bobin  West- 
brook  Y 

Answer.  I  do  not,  only  what  I  heard.  His  brother,  after  he  was  killed,  came  to  mo 
and  told  me  he  had  been  killed.  I  tried  to  get  some  information  :  I  sent  for  Bobin 
Westbrook's  wife,  or  widow:  1  understood  she  had  known  who  they  were,  but  she 
would  not  come  at  all.  I  afterward  found  her  reason ;  that  she  had  gone  before  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  in  Jefferson,  and  sworn  before  three  or  four  gentlemen  and  a  justice 
of  the  peace  that  she  did  not  know  a  single  name.  The  justice  of  the  peace  wanted 
to  investigate  the  matter,  and  she  said  she  did  not  know,  and  could  not  swear  posi- 
tively who  they  were,  and  I  came  back.  I  understood  she  said  she  was  afraid  to  tell 
that  justice  of  the  peace  who  they  were  at  that  time.  I  sent  her  word  by  her  brother  • 
in-law — her  husband's  brother — to  meet  me  hero  at  my  office  at  8  o'clock  one  night. 
She  did  not  come ;  I  sent  her  several  messages ;  she  never  would  come.  I  wanted  to 
find  out,  and  told  her  if  she  could  find  out,  to  make  an  affidavit,  and  I  would  arrest 
everj'  one  of  them,  and  bring  them  before  the  civil  courts. 

Question.  You  never  were  able  to  find  any  of  the  perpetrators  of  that  outrage  Y 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  all  that  was  my  duty.  I  did  not  want  to  make  an  arrest  with- 
out a  warrant;  I  wanted  to  break  up  everything  of  that  kind.  I  wanted  a  quiet 
county.    My  time  will  soon  be  out,  and  I  wanted  to  keep  everything  straight. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  maltreatment  of  Mr. 
NeiblingY 
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Anmoer,  Yes,  sir ;  from  statemeDta  only. 

Question.  Were  you  ever  able  to  find  any  of  the  perpetrators  of  that  outrage  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  have  been  able  to. 

Question.  No  arrests  have  been  mad«f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  went  the  second  day  with  Mr.  Adler  out  to  Mr.  Glover's ;  he  went 
on  some  other  business ;  I  went  to  see  aboat  this  affair.  Mr.  Neibling  stated  himself 
that  he  did  not  know  any  of  them,  but  he  thought  he  recognized  one  man,  but  aiUtr- 
ward  said  was  mistaken ;  he  said  he  was  mistaken  in  the  man. 

Question.  So  you  have  not  been  able  to  bring  any  of  them  to  justice? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  we  found  a  hat  there,  but  we  could  not  make  the  name  out — ^myself 
and  Msgor  Glover  and  several  others.  I  even  went  as  far  oa  to  go  there  at  night,  and 
stay  two  or  three  nights,  to  see  if  I  could  find  any  of  them  and  arrest  theuu 

Question.  Did  you  expect  them  to  return  f 

Answer.  Neibling,  I  suppose,  did,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  :  • 

Question.  Has  there  been  a  considerable  decrease  of  yonr  colored  population  since  the 
war  in  this  county  t 

Ansujer.  I  really  do  not  know. 

Question.  I  notice,  according  to  the  census,  that  there  has  been  a  decrease  in  your 
population  since  1860,  of  a  little  upward  of  6,000  people. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  at  this  time  you  have  6,090  whites  and  20,058  colored  people  in  the 
county  of  Marengo,  according  to  the  census  of  1870 ;  and  that  there  has  been  a  decrease 
in  the  iwpulat^on  of  your  county,  from  1860  to  1870,  of  a  little  upward  of  6,000  people, 
principally  colored. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  able  to  assign  the  cause  of  that  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  they  die  very  rapidly. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Have  not  two  or  three  townships  beeu  taken  off  of  your  county,  to  form  a 
port  of  Hale? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  a  portion— just  about  two  miles  from  hero— a  portion  was  taken 
off.    A  ^ood  many  freedmen  were  there. 

Question.  Hale  is  a  new  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  accounts  for  a  portion  of  the  decrease  in  the  colored  popula- 
tion. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Would  that  be  sufiicient,  in  your  estimation,  to  account  for  the  decrease  of 
6,000  people? 

Answer.  I  really  do  not  know ;  they  have  been  dying  very  rapidly,  though,  with  sick- 
nesses. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  say  this  negro,  Lewis,  told  you  he  had  been  whipped,  to  induce  a  am- 
fession  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  ask  him  who  whipi)ed  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir :  he  did  not  tell  me  who  whipped  him  at  all ;  he  did  not  know,  I  sup- 
pose ;  but  he  told  Mr.  H.  A.  Monnier,  the  jailer.  1  wanted  to  get  out  a  warrant  for  those 
parties  who  mistreated  him,  but  he  said  he  never  would  do  it ;  I  suppose  his  intention 
was  to  escape,  which  he  did,  when  he  got  an  opportunity ;  tht^refore  I  did  not  get  out 
the  warrant ;  I  was  told  by  a  great  many  people  that  ho  would  escape  if  he  couhl,  and 
he  did ;  he  ran  over  my  jailer,  liim  and  two  others. 

Question.  He  was  a  de^sperate  man  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  si  r ;  he  had  that  reputation.  He  admitted  himself,  while  he  was  in 
jail,  that  he  had  shot  one  man  in  Sumter  County.  I  suppose  he  was  raised  in  Sumter. 
1  have  found  out  since  that  he  was  raised  in  Sumter. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Did  he  confess  that  to  you  ? 

ATiswa:  No,  sir ;  to  the  prisoners  in  the  jail,  and  they  told  me ;  he  had  one  finger  c/S, 
the  forefinger ;  he  said  he  got  that  done  in  a  difiiculty. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  He  said  he  did  kill  a  man  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  he  had  shot  a  man,  not  that  ho  had  killed  him.  He  haa  maAe 
his  brags  to  uie  that  he  was  going  to  got  out  of  that  jail  if  he  could  ;  I  did  not  believe 
It;  I  had  him  chained  in  the  jail,  and  he  managed  to  break  the  locks,  and  just  as  the 
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{aller  opened  the  door,  with  a  man  there  with  a  donhle-barreled  shot-gon  in  his  hand, 
le  ran  over  the  jailer  and  the  man  with  a  gun  in  his  hand. 

QuMtion.  Did  you  make  any  inquiry  among  those  who  arrested  him  to  ascertain  the 
troth  of  what  be  said  abont  being  whipped  f      ^ 

Ansioei'.  No.  sir. 

QuestUm.  Made  no  sort  of  inquiry  t 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  wait^  on  him  to  get  out  the  warrant ;  I  went  to  Mr.  McCall's, 
tbe  attorney,  to  get  him  to  go  down  and  fix  up  the  warrant,  and  have  those  parties 
arrested. 

Question.  He  did  not  make  an  affidavit  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  would  not.  He  would  say  wait  awhile,  and  we  will  have  it 
done  after  awhile.  I  thought  his  object  was  to  go  before  the  grand  jury,  and  have 
tliom  find  an  indictment.    He  did  not  say  so,  but  I  was  under  that  impression. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  You  say  his  person  gave  proof  that  he  had  been  badly  whipped  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  marks  were  not  deep ;  his  back  was  marked ;  it  looked  like 
lie  had  been  scratched ;  the  skin  was  not  torn  at  a\\,  but  he  had  been  whipped. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Queatum,  Was  it  a  fact  that  his  shirt  stuck  to  his  back  when  he  attempted  to  pull 
it  off! 

Answer.  No,  sir;  that  was  untrue ;  that  was  stated  in  a  speech  that  Mr.  Jones  made 
poblicly ;  he  said  that  that  was  done,  that  the  shirt  stuck  to  his  back :  \f  that  was  so 
I  did  not  see  it ;  it  was  shortly  after  he  had  been  whipped ;  he  raised  his  shirt  with 
perfect  ease ;  there  was  no  sign  of  blood  on  his  shirt ;  I  examined  -^that  particularly ; 
he  had  his  back  right  up  to  the  jail  door ;  Mr.  Taliaferro  went  with  me. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Dr.  Smith  must  have  heard  this  whipping  f 

Answer,  I  suppose  he  did ;  he  lives  right  in  Jefferson. 

Question,  He  was  examined  before  the  committee  yesterday,  and  made  no  mention 
whatever  of  the  fact  of  Lewis  having  been  whipped,  or  of  any  violence  used  for  the 
purpose  of  inducing  a  confession. 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  Know  what  purpose  they  whipped  him  for,  only  what  the  negro 
says  himself— anybody  would  confess  under  the  lash. 

Que8tion,  You  have  no  knowledge  or  information  whether  this  whipping  was  done 
with  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  Dr.  Smith  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  none  at  all ;  Dr.  Smith,  I  think,  is  too  good  a  man  for  anything  of 
that  sort ;  he  would  not  have  allowed  anything  of  the  sort  to  be  done,  unless  I  am 
deceived  in  the  man ;  he  is  one  of  our  best  citizens,  and  has  always  been  opposed  to 
any  such  thing ;  he  is  a  very  reliable  gentleman. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  How  do  you  consider  the  condition  of  the  county  f 

Answer,  I  consider  this  the  condition  of  the  county :  it  has  been  one  of  the  most 
peaceable  and  quiet  counties  in  the  State  until  an  occurrence  a  short  time  ago ;  that 
was  Saturday,  a  week  ago,  on  the  7th. 

Question.  What  was,  in  your  opinion,  or  according  to  your  knowledge  of  the  feusts, 
the  cause  of  that  difficulty? 

Answer,  I  really  do  not  know ;  I  suppose  it  was  Mr.  Jones  making  a  speech,  from 
what  I  have  been  told,  and  he  was  interrupted,  I  suppose,  in  some  remark  he  made, 
which  was  misunderstood.  We  had  a  primary  election  for  candidates  for  tax-collector 
and  other  officers ;  Jones,  in  his  speech,  remarked  that  the  candidates  had  asked  for 
republican  votes,  and  it  was  misunderstood  by  BIr.  McNeill ;  he  thought  Jones  had 
said  some  democrats  had  asked  to  be  allowed  to  go  into  the  republican  ranks  to  get 
the  offices ;  McNeill  went  over  and  asked  him  if  he  had  said  so ;  he  said  he  did  not, 
and  explained  it  to  him ;  and,  I  suppose,  Jones  went  on  aud  made  some  other  remarks 
about  the  democrats — that  if  they  got  into  power,  the  negro  would  not  be  allowed  to 
vote  any  more ;  and  some  one  remarked,  it  was  a  damned  lie,  and  from  one  remark  to 
another  they  went  on,  and  finally  it  brought  on  a  difficulty :  Jones  then  turned  around 
to  my  deputy,  after  some  words  between  them,  and  said,  "Mr.  Giles,  you  are  deputy 
sheriff."  My  intention  first  had  been  to  go  down  to  Linden,  and  on  Friday  night  I 
received  an  attachment,  aud  had  to.  go  to  Dayton  to  attach  some  corn  about  to  be 
removed  from  the  crib ;  I  told  Mr.  Giles  to  go  down  there,  aud  I  would  try  to  be  there 
myself,  but  I  had  to  ftp  ofi"  to  serve  the  attachment,  lyid  I  did  not  go  there  at  all.  As  I 
said,  he  turned  to  Giles,  aud  spoke  to  him.  I  will  first  state  that,  after  he  took  his 
seat,  some  one  remarked,  "  Who  is  that  seated  off  to  your  left  t "  The  answer  was, "  It 
is  Captain  C.  L.  Drake.  What  do  you  thiuk of  C.  L.  Drake  1"  "I  think  he  is  a  Chris- 
tian man"  or  "a  religious  man.''  This  man  kept  calliuc,  "  What  is  your  opinion,  Mr. 
Jones,  of  that  man  Drake  t ''    Mr.  Jones  said,  "  I  will  make  no  reply  ;  ask  him  yourself 
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if  you  waat  to  know.''  Then  there  was  some  other  remark,  an4  finally  a  oonsnltation 
held,  from  what  I  have  been  told,  between  Mr.  Jones  and  four  negroes.  The  sappesi- 
tion  is,  that  it  was  in  regard  to  what  he  should  do,  whether  to  figbt  or  speak.  I  wss 
told,  by  some  citizens,  he  had  been  seen  loading  his  pocket  with  pistols.  At  last  he 
turned  to  Mr.  Giles  and  said,  *^  I  have^een  abused  and  cursed  enough,  and  I  am  going 
out  now  to  fight ;  take  my  watch  and  diamond  pin  and  my  pockct-book,  and  give  them 
to  my  wife  if  I  am  killed.''  He  then  walked  out  in  the  street,  and  challenged  this  man, 
named  Dan  Morgan,  to  come  out  and  face  him.  About  that  time  there  were  tea  or 
twelve  negroes  drew  up  in  liuo,  with  double-barreled  shot-guns,  and  the  white  people 
then  ran  into  the  stores  and  armed  themselves  with  hatchets,  pistols,  and  anything 
they  could  get,  shot-guns  or  anything,  and  ran  up  to  Jones,  and  demanded  tnat  he 
should  lay  down  his  pistol ;  he  did  it,  I  suppose ;  Jones  then  sought  refuge  in  the  court- 
house.   That  is  what  I  heatrd  there ;  I  do  not  know  anything  myself  about  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Did  the  crowd  disperse,  then,  after  he  took  refuge  in  the  court-house  T 

Anstccr,  They  remained  there,  and  those  very  men  who  bad  the  difficulty  with  him 
guarded  him  out  of  the  place. 

Question,  Was  there  any  effort  made  to  get  him  out  of  the  court-house  t 

Answer.  None  at  all,  from  what  I  have  heard. 

Question,  Was  there  any  e£fort  made  to  kill  him  after  he  took  shelter  in  the  conrt- 
house  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  there  were  some  remarks  made,  "  Kill  him,  kill  him,"  according  to 
his  statemoirt ;  the  people  down  there  do  not  remember  any  such  remarks. 

QuMtion,  How* long  was  he  sheltered  in  the  court-house  before  he  was  taken  out  T 

Answer,  1  do  not  know ;  about  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half. 

Question,  Was  ho  released  or  allowed  to  depart  until  he  signed  a  card  which  was 
read  to  the  crowd,  withdrawing  from  his  candidacy  for  sheriff  f 

Answer.  He  proposed  that  himself,  from  what  Judge  Young  says  to  me. 

Question,  Proposed  it  himself  as  a  means  of  safety  f 

Answer,  Jones  himself  says  he  did  it  as  a  means  of  protection. 

Question,  Did  that  card  have  the  effect  of  appeasing  or  mollifying  the  crowd  f 

Ansiper,  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  so. 

Question,  They  were  content  to  let  him  go  unharmed  after  itf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  What  was  the  character  of  the  speech  he  made  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  know. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  what  he  saidf 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  it  was  denunciatory  f 

Ansvjer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  it  was. 

Question.  Violent? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Calculated  to  arouse  bad  feeling  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  then  yon  understood  and  believe  he  went  out,  after  consultation  with 
his  friends,  and  offered  to  fight  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  his  friends  appeared  on  the  ground  with  arms  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  the  white  people  broke  and  ran  and  armed  themselves. 

Question,  And  then  they  drew  up  f 

Anewer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon.  But  not  until  the  white  people  had  been  denounced  by  Jones  and  he  had  of- 
fered to  fight  and  drawn  up  his  friends  in  line  of  battle ;  'and  then  they  took  up  his  chal- 
lenge ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  walked  out  in  the  crowd  with  a  large  horse-pistol  over  his  head, 
and  the  negroes  around  him.  As  he  came  out  of  the  court-house  gate,  the  negroes 
formed  a  letter  V— in  the  shape  of  a  V,  with  the  point  forward. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  You  saw  this  yourself  f 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  was  told  so ;  I  do  not  know  anything  of  my  own  knowledge  about 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  It  was  your  duty  to  make  inquiry  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  went  right  down  to  make  inquiry,  and  also  told  Mr.  Jooe*  that 
if  he  wanted  these  parties  arrested  to  get  out  his  warrant  and  I  would  arrest  thesis 
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I  also  pointed  out  two  men  he  said  were  In  the  crowd,  and  be  told  me  positively  he  did 
not  know  them— that  he  never  saw  them  before— Henry  Tisdale  and  D.  C.  McCoy. 
Qae8tion.  He  had  previously  said  they  were  in  the  crowd  ? 

Anncer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questum.  And  when  you  pointed  tliem  out  he  said  he  never  saw  them  before  T 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir;  this  conversation  happened  about  11  o'clock  at  night;  he  wanted 
to  know  "  What  are  those  strangers  doing  ?  "  I  said,  "  Some  of  them  are  from  Linden, 
and  a  j)ortion  railroad  men."  He  says,  **I  have  never  seen  these  two  men  you  say  are 
firom  Linden  before."  I  said,  "  McCoy  is  one  of  the  men  who  drew  the  pistol  over  yonr 
head,  and  Tisdale  is  another."  "  No/'  he  says ;  "  I  never  saw  them  before  in  my  lii'e, 
and  swear  1  never  did." 

Q%te8iion.  Have  you  been  instructed  by  Judge  Smith,  holding  court  at  Linden,  to 
take  an  armed  posse  and  proceed  to  McKinleyon  next  Saturday  T 

Answer,  I  have,  sir ;  here  is  the  petition  to  Hon.  Luther  B.  Smith,  [producing  paper.] 

Question.  We  have  that  in  the  testimony. 

Answer.  Here  is  the  request  of  the  citizens  requesting  to  have  a  posse  of  fifty ^odd 
men  at  McEiuley. 

Question.  You  have  been  ordered  by  the  judge  of  the  court  to  proceed  to  McKinley 
ou  next  Saturday  with  an  armed  posse  to  preserve  the  peace  t 

Anstper.  With  a  posse  to  preserve  the  peace ;  he  did  not  say  armed. 

Question.  What  is  the  reason  you  were  called  upon  to  do  so  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose,  on  the  12th  of  this  month,  there  was  a  letter  written  by  the 
intendant  and  council  to  me,  stating  that  they  had  reason  to  believe  there  was  a  riot 
threatened ;  they  thought  there  would  be  a  very  serious  riot  between  the  different  races, 
caused  by  the  republicau  candidate  for  sheriff,  or  supposed  to  be  citused  by  him.  I 
suppose  Jones  had  made  a  speech  here,  and  stated  that  he  was  going  to  McKinley,  and 
wanted  to  meet  these  people  so  much  opposed  to  him  on  that  stand.  I  hoard  he  said 
that ;  I  was  sick  the  day  ne  made  the  speech ;  I  heard  that  he  made  these  remarks. 

Question.  Does  the  evidence  upon  which  this  order  was  given  to  you  by  Judge  Smith 
show  that  there  is  to  be  a  collection  of  armed  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  armed  there  last  Saturday ;  they  came  within  two  miles 
and  a  half  of  the  place,  and  the  people  had  to  go  and  beseech  them  not  to  come.  W. 
B.  Modawell,  an  attorney  of  Marion,  and  others,  wont  and  made  speeches  to  them. 

Question.  In  your  opinion,  is  there  any  neoessity  for  the  negroes  going  to  this  meet- 
ing with  arms  in  their  hands  f 

Anstoei\  No,  sir ;  none  in  the  world. 

Question.  Is  it  not  your  opinion  that  this  man,  or  any  other  man,  can  make  a  repub- 
lican  speech  safely  t 

Ansu}er.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  my  opinion  that  he  can  do  it  with  particular  safety  in  this 
county. 

Question.  Has  it  not  been  done  again  and  again,  and  over  again,  in  this  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  not  this  attempt  of  Jones's,  this  movement  of  Jones's,  without  any  color 
of  excuse  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so,  sir. 

Question.  In  the  case  at  Linden,  the  other  day,  his  violence,  his  offer  to  fight,  and  his 
appearing  on  the  ground  with  armed  men  behind  him,  was  the  cause  of  whatever 
danger  he  was  in  at  that  time  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  no  doubt  of  that ;  there  was  a  threat  and  a  collision  in  that  way. 
Those  colored  people,  thougb,who  met  at  McKinley  on  last  Saturday,  are  not  from  our 
county ;  they  had  belonged  to  the  United  States  Army  ;  they  were  the  colored  people 
who  fought  at  Ship  Island,  and  are  from  Wilcox  County,  and  are  arraying  the  negroes 
here  in  our  county  against  the  white  people. 

Question.  Those  men,  you  say,  live  in  Wilcox  County  t 

Ansurr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  appeared  in  arms  at  McKinley  last  Saturday? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  great  number  of  them. 

Question.  Were  you  there  T 

Answe)'.  No,  sir ;  I  was  only  informed  of  the  facts ;  I  did  not  go.  I  received  a  letter 
Friday  night,  about  8  o'clock,  notilying  me  that  they  expected  a  riot  of  that  kind  ;  I 
knew  Jones  was  not  there,  and  I  did  not  anticipate  anything  of  the  sort ;  I  consulted 
William  E.  Cark ;  he  said,  "  It  is  useless ;  you  need  not  go  ;  Jones  will  not  come,  and 
thei-e  will  be  no  trouble." 

Question.  Jones  did  not  go  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  went  to  Montgomery  or  Huntsville,  and  got  back  Saturday  night, 
and  Sunday  morning  he  sent  for  me  to  come  to  his  room.  I  did  not  go  until  that  night, 
and  I  carried  this  letter  from  McKinley. 

Question.  Did  he  go  off  to  communicate  with  this  sub-committee,  and  inform  them 
of  the  desi)erate  condition  of  affairs  in  this  county  T  — 

Answer.  1  suppose  so ;  I  am  not  aware. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  This  sub-committee  never  saw  him  antil  they  reached  here  T 
Anstver,  He  said  he  was  going  to  Washington.    I  told  him  I  coald  condoct  the 
business  of  the  county ;  that  I  h^  done  it,  and  I  could  make  any  arrests  he  wanted,  if 
lie  would  point  them  out,  and  if  he  did  not  find  that  I  could,  let  him  appeal  to  the 

governor  for  troops ;  he  said  he  had  appealed  to  him  once  before,  and  he  did  not  give 
im  any  satis&ction,  and  he  would  not  do  it  any  more. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Are  the  white  people  of  this  county  well  disposed  toward  the  blacks  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  very  well ;  there  may  be  a  few  drunken  men  who  are  different, 
but  the  good  people  ought  not  to  be  responsible  for  their  actions — drunken,  worthkn 
characters,  that  have  no  interest  in  the  community. 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  difficulty  in  executing  process  f 

Answer.  None  in  the  world. 

Question.  Not  since  you  have  been  sheriff? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  think  you  can  arrest  any  man  of  Marenco  County  ? 

Answer.  I  can  arrest  any  man  in  Marengo  County ;  I  nave  arrested  some  very  des- 
perate ones,  black  and  white,  said  to  be  desperate,  and  I  can  get  all  the  assistance  I 
want  from  citizens  to  execute  the  laws. 

By  the  Chairman  :     ' 

Question.  Mr.  Jones,  of  whom  you  have  spoken,  is  a  candidate  at  this  time  for  sheriff  f 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  On  the  republican  ticket! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  the  opposing  candidate  t 

Ansxoer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  are  not  a  candidate  for  re-election  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  ran  and  was  defeated  for  the  nomination  on  the  democratic  tiokoi. 

Question.  You  are  a  democrat,  I  take  it  f 

Ansxoer.  I  am. 

QuesHmi.  You  have  spoken  of  the  apprehension  of  a  riot  last  Saturday  at  McKinley ; 
was  it  the  understanding  that  the  riot  would  ensue  iu  consequence  of  Mr.  Jones  ap- 
pearing there  as  a  candidate  and  makin;^  a  speech? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  sappose  not — not  his  appearance ;  it  was  thought  he  might  excite 
the  negroes  iu  his  speech  against  the  white  people. 

Question.  Was  it  supposed  that  negroes  who  would  assemble  there  armed  would  do 
so  for  the  purpose  of  anording  the  speaker  protection  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir ;  they  came  in  that  manner,  with  their  fifes  and  drams ; 
they  were  regularly  organized  iu  cavalry  and  infantry. 

Question.  Have  you  any  idea  that  they  made  their  appearance  there  for  any  other 
purpose  than  to  protect  their  candidate  from  violence  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Was  it  not  known  generally  throughout  the  country  that  he  had  been  as- 
sailed at  Lindeu  ? 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir.    That  was  a  matter  of  general  notoriety,  I  suppose,  here,  sir. 

Question.  Now,  this  petition  that  you  have  spoken  of,  got  up  by  the  citizens,  to  Judge 
Smith,  to  employ  his  powers  for  preserving  the  peace  next  Saturday,  refers  to  a  raeot- 
iug  to  be  held  at  McKinley  by  Mr.  Jones  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  It  is  understood  that  he  is  to  make  a  speech  at  that  time  advocating  his 
claims  as  a  candidate  for  sheriff? 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  apprehension  is  that  a  riot  will  grow  out  of  that  fact,  is  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  so,  sir. 

Question.  That  petition  is  signed  exclusively  by  democrats, is  it  not? 

Atiswer.  Yes,  sir;  I  suppose  so.  I  do  not  know  any  of  them  that  are  republicans.  I 
think  they  are  all  democrats. 

Question.  How  numerous  was  the  crowd  of  armed  men  at  Linden  on  the  occasion  of 
which  you  have  spoken,  when  Smith  was  in  danger — how  many  white  men  appeared 
there  armed  ? 

Anstoer.  I  do  not  know  how  many. 

Question.  What  is  your  information  ? 

Answer.  That  about  twenty-five  white  men  altogether  were  there,  and  about  6.ve 
hundred  negroes ;  they  were  not  all  armed. 

Question.  Did  not  the  negroes  generally  disperse  as  soon  as  they  saw  the  white  men 
rushing  there  with  their  arras?  ^ 
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Antwer,  Tes,  sir ;  from  what  I  have  been  told  a  good  many  left ;  some  fifteen  or 
twenty  negroes  stood  their  ground. 

Queaiion.  Did  yon  hear  that  any  gun  was  fired  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  a  pistol  went  off  accidentally,  and  a  horse  was  shot  acci< 
dentally  through  the  thigh. 

Qu/eation,  Have  yon  any  idea  that  the  array  of  the  negroeSy«nd  their  formation  in  the 
manner  you  described,  was  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  protect  Mr.  Jones  f 

Answer,  It  seems,  auer  they  were  told  Jones  was  not  there,  they  say  they  would  go, 
and  a  fight  thev  must  have. 

QuesUon,  Did  not  it  all  grow  out  of  rough  treatment  Mr.  Jones  had  received  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  I  did  not  see  that. 

Q^ni^on,  Yon  say  there  has  been  a  general  state  of  quiet  throughout  the  county  dur- 
ing the  time  yon  have  been  sheriff,  except  thisf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questwn,  And  you  have  had  no  difSculty  in  executing  the  laws  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

QuesUon,  Have  you  heard  of  a  band  of  disguised  men  visiting  the  house  and  prem- 
iaes  of  Miyor  Glover  last  spring,  and  taking  out  of  his  bed  and  severely  whipping  a 
school-teacher  named  Neiblingf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  stated  that. 

Question,  Have  anv  of  the  parties  to  that  outrage  ever  been  arrested  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  never  have  found  any  of  the  persons  out  at  alL 

Question,  What  efforts  have  been  made  f 

Answer,  I  made  efforts ;  I  went  out  myself  and  saw  Mr.  Neiblinc,  and  talked  to  many 
negroes,  and  asked  if  they  knew  the  parties ;  they  said  they  did  not.  I  suppose  the 
grand  jury  tried  to  find  out  something  about  it;  they  summoned  witnesses  to  that 
effect. 

Question,  Hav^ou  heard  of  the  murder  of  Bobin  Westbrook  f 

Answer,  I  did. 

Question,  Did  you  understand  that  it  was  done  by  disguised  men  f 

Answer,  They  had  their  heads  tied  up,  I  believe,  with  nandkerchiefs,  and  cloth  over 
their  beads :  they  did  not  know  whether  they  were  black  or  white. 

Question,  No  one  has  been  punished  for  that  offense  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  No  one  has  been  arrested  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  that  occur  this  year? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Here,  then,  are  two  flagrant  breaches  of  the  ^eace  for  which  no  convictions 
have  been  had  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  regard  both  of  these  as  serious  disturbances  of  the  public  peace,  do 
you  not  ? 

Answer,  Yes.  sir. 

QwesHon,  Wny  do  you  say,  then,  there  has  been  a  general  state  of  quiet? 

Answei\  I  say  with  the  exception  of  these  two  or  three  little  difficulties  lately. 

Question,  You  have  heard  of  no  negroes  being  whipped  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Not  a  single  instance  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  except  this  prisoner,  Lewis. 

Question.  Have  the  negroes  generally  behaved  themselves  well. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  very  well ;  I  have  no  fault  to  find*:  I  have  gone  where  there  were 
a  thousand ;  in  a  republican  convention  there  were  a  tnousand,  and  they  came  near  to 
getting  a  fight,  and  I  got  on  the  stand  and  spoke  to  them,  and  produced  quiet. 

Question,  Do  you  think  there  is  a  state  of  good  feeling  between  the  two  races  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  there  is  or  not. 

Question,  You  have  been  raised  in  Alabama? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Thoroughly  acquainted  with  negro  character  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  been  with  them  all  my  life. 

Question.  Have  you  any  opinion  that  there  is  a  real  antagonism  f 

Answer,  I  believe  there  is  a  treacherous  feeling  that  exists ;  that  the  negroes  are 
secretly  disposed  to  be  opposed  to  the  whites ;  very  often  I  can  overhear  them  talking 
and  say,  *'  You  must  not  allow  this  or  that  white  roan  to  do  so  I^ld  so ;  we  must  move 
the  wheel  ourselves.'' 

Question,  You  have  said  there  is  no  trouble  at  all  in  a  republican  advocating  his  sen- 
timents  in  the  freest  manner  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  trouble  in  the  world.      ,  C^ooolc 

Question,  Will  yon  please  inform  the  committee  how  many  white  reptd^lica^  ^ere 
ate  in  this  county  who  advocate  these  sentiments? 
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Anstoer,  There  are  very  few  of  them  left 

Queation,  How  many  f 

Answer,  W.  B.  Jones,  J.  W.  Dnresne,  C.  W.  Dustin,  P.  E.  O'Connor,  Captain  DayiB^ 
and  there  are  several  others,  I  eannot  remember  their  names — two  or  three  others. 

Question,  How  large  is  the  list,  do  yoa  think,  speaking  from  your  best  knowledgef 

Anstoer,  In  the  county  I  do  not  think  there  are  over  ten  or  twelve. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  this  as  being  the  remnant  left }  how  large  was  tbe  list  ef 
republicans  here  at  any  t  irao  f  ^ 

Answer,  There  have  been  a  great  many  of  them  hero  at  one  time :  I  have  seen  aome 
fifty  that  staid  at  times ;  soldiers  encamped  here ;  the  men  who  lefb  are,  I  aappose^ 
say  Pierce  Burton,  Major  Price,  Davis,  Mattingly ;  that  is  four;  Carlin  is  five — Bixor 
seven  have  left. 

Question.  Were  they  respectable  menf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Why  did  they  leave  f 

Answer,  The  impression  is  that  they  made  enough  money;  they  had  plenty  of  money 
and  left ;  I  do  not  know  for  what  cause. 

Question,  Has  there  been  at  any  time  any  social  ostracism  against  white  republicans T 

Answer,  No,  sir.  They  never  visited  any  of  the  white  people  here,  very  few  of  them. 
I  associated  with  them  tbe  whole  time  they  were  here,  and  several  others,  my  friends. 

Question,  Do  you  think  there  is  any  laok  of  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  reaidente 
here  to  mingle  socially  and  freely  with  them  f 

Answer,  They  did  not  seek  it  themselves,  and  these  persons  did  not  seem  to  se^  it 
themselves. 

Qmestion,  Have  they  not  been  regarded  by  the  white  residents  here  with  suspicioii, 
and  have  not  tbe  white  residents  kept  aloof  from  them  f 

Ansjcer,  I  cannot  Hajf  whether  they  have  ur  not.  ^ 

Question,  Do  you  not  know  the  public  sentiment  in  regard  to  repumicans  who  oome 
here  from  the  North  ? 

Answer.  Politically  wo  difier,  I  suppose,  but,  personally,  I  do  not  think  we  have  aoy 
inimical  feeling  toward  them. 

Question,  How  many  of  the  republicans  that  you  have  enumerated,  who  have  eome 
here  or  been  here  from  first  to  last,  have  publicly  made  republican  speeches  f 

Answer,  Ail  of  them,  I  think,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  known  of  any  instance,  except  Mr.  Jones,  where  they  have  been 
molested  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  remember  any. 

Question.  Have  their  meeting  been  attended  by  whites  and  blacks  iudiscrimiuatQlyf 

Answer.  Very  few  white  peoTple  attend  as  a  general  thing.  I  have  seen  speeches  hm 
when  there  were  a  thousand  colored  people,  and  not  ten  whites  around. 

Q^uesiion,  Did  not  the  few  whites  who  attend  do  it  to  listen  to  what  was  said  and 
report  it  to  the  community  t 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  what  their  object  was  in  listening  to  it. 

Question.  Their  doctrines  are  held  in  very  great  disfavor,  are  they  not  t 

Ansiver,  Well,  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Is  there  some  antagonism  between  Jones  and  that  other  set  of  repnblieaiiB 
known  as  carpet-baggers  t 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  Jones  is  always  after  them ;  he  has  published  a  great  xnaoy  tirlioles 
m  the  paper  against  them. 

Question,  Denouncing  them  f  • 

Anstser.  Yes,  sir ;  he  told  me  privately  he  did  not  think  they  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
hold  office  in  the  county ;  I  can  find  the  paper  written  against  them  by  him— agaimt 
Burton  particularly. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  While  Jones  was  a  democrat  f 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  since  he  has  been  a  republican. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  he  at  one  time  in  high  favor  with  the  democratic  party  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  about  six  weeks. 

Question.  They  petted  him  a  good  deal  t 

Ansicer.  Some  few  did ;  he  was  raised  with  me,  and  was  a  particular  friead  of  iBiBe» 
and  I  was  glad  he  turned ;  I  talked  with  him  the  night  before  he  turned  over :  ajpsat 
many  tolil  me  they  did  not  believe  he  would  stick,  and  had  no  confidence  in  him  at  a 
democrat.  C^r\r\n]o 

_     .,     _  Digitized  by  VjOOyit^ 

By  Mr.  Blair:  ^ 

Question.  Did  not  these  gentlemen  you  have  named,  and  who  remahied  hem  a  AM 
time,  leave  on  account  of  Jones's  hostility  to  them,  and  his  power  with  the  ilciawif 
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Answer.  I  think  be  had  about  as  nmoh  to  do  with  their  leaving  as  anybody  ekO; 
if  they  left  on  any  account  of  the  kind,  because  they  were  opposed  more  by  him  than 
any  one  else. 

Question,  Jones  always  had  great  power  with  the  negroes  f 

Anmoer.  Yes,  sir ;  at  one  time  he  did ;  finally  they  succeeded,  at  one  convention,  in 
taking  them  away  from  him.  Jones  once  led  every  colored  person.  At  the  time  they 
nominated  delegates  to  the  Selma  convention,  Jones  took  tne  negroes  all  awav  from 
Burton  at  the  coort-honse ;  Burton  was  chairman ;  there  was  a  general  difficulty  be- 
tween Jones  and  Lamont,  and  James  CaldwelL  I  was  in  there  trying  to  keep  the 
peace  at  the  time.  Mr.  Jones  was  one  of  the  delegates,  and  he  went  into  the  meeting ; 
he  found  he  had  been  excluded.  O'Connor  was  luso  a  delegate ;  he  claimed  that  he 
and  O^Connor  had  the  right  to  stay.  O'Connor  got  up  and  told  Jones  he  would  speak 
for  himself;  be  did  not  want  him  to  speak  for  him.  One  thing  brought  on  another 
until  the  row  commenced.  Lamont  got  up  to  make  a  speech,  and  was  called  to  order 
by  the  chairman — Duresne  then  acting ;  there  seemed  likely  to  be  a  difficulty,  and  the 
chairman  had  asked  Duresne  to  take  the  chair.  Duresne  called  him  to  order ;  he 
caught  him  by  the  collar  and  told  him  to  take  bis  seat.  Lamont  told  him  he  would 
not,  and  Jones  theu  got  up  and  spoke  and  told  them  all  to  follow  him  out ;  and  they 
did ;  at  that  time  this  building  was  not  completed,  and  he  got  by  Miis  door  here  and 
carried  them  all  off  to  nominate  delegates,  and  did  nominate  them,  to  the  convention  at 
Belroa.  The  delegates  had  been  before  appointed  by  Burton  ;  they  were  the  legal  del- 
egates, and  Jones  had  to  withdraw  his  delegates  after  they  went,  to  Selma.  I  went 
there  to  watch  the  proceedings  myself.    I  had  never  been  to  a  convention. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

Queetion.  The  carpet-bag  element  here  and  Jones  are  very  hostile  to  each  other  t 

Anmoer,  YeSj  sir ;  and  they  have  been ;  I  do  not  know  how  they  staud  now ;  I  sup^tose 
Jones  is  the  big  man  now,  and  I  r^kon  he  is  satisfied. 

QuestMn,  Do  you  think  that  fact  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  carpet-baggers 
leaving  here  ? 

Answer.  I  would  not  be  surprised,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  his  object — to  get  get  rid  of  them  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Jones  is  a  personal  friend  of  mine ;  there  is  not  a  man  I  like  bet- 
ter than  I  do  Bill  Jones ;  we  were  raised  together  as  boys. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  these  men  left  because  they  had  made  enough 
money;  howf 
Ansioer.  I  suppose  out  of  offices  f 
Question,  What  offices  f 

Answer,  Burton  has  an  office  paying  |6,000  a  year. 

Qu/estion.  What  office  t  i 

Artmoer,  Editor  of  the  paper. 
Question,  The  republicai%  ps^r  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  He  had  the  printing f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Given  to  him  by  whom  f 

Answer,  By  different  counties ;  by  Hale,  Choctaw,  Marengo,  and  Perry,  I  think. 
Question,  By  the  judges? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  He  held  no  office,  did  bet 
Anewer,  Yes,  sir :  he  belonged  to  the  Icffislature,  I  think. 
QuesiUm,  He  did  not  make  much  out  of  that,  I  suppose  f 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  did  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Are  they  supposed  to  have  feathered  their  nests  pretty  well  <m  the  railroad 
questions  f 
Answer,  I  do  not  know.    I  have  heard  it  was  so. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  What  other  gentlemen  that  have  left  have  made  money  f 
Anstver.  Major  Pierce,  ^^  , 

Question.  What  office  did  he  hold  I  Digitized  by  CjOQQ  Ic 

Answer,  United  States  Congressman  at  one  time^  and  he  got  to  have  somethi^  to  do 

with  the  custom-house  at  Mobile— had  charge  of  it.    Mattingly  left ;  he  WfM  superin- 

iendent  of  the  board  of  education  of  this  county. 
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QucBtUm,  Waa  that  a  very  profitable  office  f 
Answer,  I  do  not  know,  eir,  what  it  paid. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  These  gentlemen  have  a  way  of  making  offices  pay  pretty  well  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Question,  Is  not  that  the  general  opinion  heief 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  I  believe  so ;  that  is  the  opinion  of  some,  that  they  make  it  pay 
vefy  well ;  I  never  heard  anything  to  the  contrary. 

Question.  Their  difficulty  with  Jones  rather  ended  their  power  to  make  money  in  that 
way  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Hence  they  departed  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  that  was  only  a  supposition,  however. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Were  they  not  generally  ignored  by  the  great  body  of  the  whites  f 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  Have  yon  ever  heard  any  well-foanded  charge  made  against  any  of  your 
county  officers  here,  that  they  were  either  cormpt  or  that  they  wastefoUy  expended 
public  moneys  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  On  the  contrary,  have  you  not  heard  that  your  county  officers  were  excel- 
lent officers! 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  always  heard  that  until  recently ;  it  seems  there  is  a  suit 
brought  against  Judge  O'Counor  for  a  balance  of  some  $1,700  that  ho  did  not  l^im 
over  to  the  county  treasury,  but  it  was  money  as  foes  coming  to  him,  and  he  says  he  has 
a  claim  against  the  county  tor  that  amount. 

Question.  That  is  in  trial  now  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  In  regard  to  this  job  of  printing  of  which  you  have  spoken ;  the  new  con- 
stitution and  laws  authorize  the  probate  judge  of  any  county  to  nave  the  printing  of 
that  county  done  in  any  paper  in  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  advertising  of  sales,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  which  occur  in  refer- 
ence to  lands  in  the  county  of  Hale,  can,  by  that  probate  jndge^  be  transferred  to  a 
paper  in  Marengo,  or  one  in  Madison  County,  or  any  other  county  in  the  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  These  advertisements  are  put  in  a  paper  printed  at  such  a  distance  that  it 
is  never  seen,  or  not  taken  generally  by  the  people  of  the  county,  from  which  these  ad- 
vertisements are  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  not  you  consider  that  a  mere  job  to  assist  political  papers  f 

Anstoer.  I  do  not  think  it  is  right  at  all. 

Question.  Is  there  any  justification  for  taking  the  money  of  the  people  of  Hale  to  be 
squandered  in  that  way  upon  a  paper  printed  out  of  the  county  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  it  was  right. 

By  Mr.  Bucklbt  : 

Question.  These  different  papers  are  designated  by  the  executive  of  the  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Ho  has  the  naming  of  the  papers  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Has  not  the  probate  judge  the  naming  of  the  papers  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Buckley.  Not  merely  the  probate  judge. 

Mr.  Blair.  The  testimony  is  unvarying  that  the  probate  judge  of  one  county  can 
select  any  paper. 
Mr.  Buckley.  But  he  has  to  select  some  organ  named  by  the  governor. 
The  Witness.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  answered  that  question  as  to  officers. 


By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Digitized  by  ^ 


Question.  No ;  speaking  of  the  designation  of  the  paper.  '^'^' '^''''  ""^  d 

Answer.  Judge  O'Couuor  designated  the  paper  himself. 
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Question.  Was  be  then  probate  jodge  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir.    Jadge  Manpin  is  Judge  now. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  I  understaod  yon  to  say  that  in  case  an  administrator's  sale  or  sherifi's 
Bale  is  required  in  Marengo  County  to  be  advertised  in  a  newspaper,  the  judge  of  pro- 
bate has  the  power  to  onlor  that  publication  to  be  made  in  any  oouuty  iu  the  State, 
when  a  paper  is  published  in  Mareugo  County  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  has  a  right  to  designate  any  paper. 

QiiesHon.  The  probate  judge  has  that  right? 

Answer.  That  is  my  impression  ;  that  is  what  I  have  underst'Ood  the  law  was. 

Question.  Can  you  point  the  committee  to  the  law  authorizing  it? 

Attsicer.  I  think  it  is  in  the  acts  of  1867. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Eighteen  hundred  and  Aixty-eight,  is  it  not  f 

Answer.  It  may  be  1868 ;  I  know  Judge  O^Connor  gave  the  printing  fh)m  Hale,  Perry, 
Choctaw,  and  tins  county  to  Mr.  Burton.   I  am  told  of  this. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qtifstion.  Were  newspapers  published  in  Hale,  Perry,  and  (ihootawt 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  paper  was  published  at  Butler,  in  Choctaw,  at  the  time. 

Question.  And  for  stues  in  those  counties  the  probate  judge  may  order  the  advertise- 
ments to  another  county  T 

Answer.  The  probate  judge  in  each  county  does  it ;  he  makes  the  order  designating 
the  x>flper. 

Question.  He  may  pass  over  the  local  paper  and  order  it  to  be  pot  in  a  paper  of  a 
neighboring  county,  or  any  county  in  the  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  should  be  glad  to  see  that  law. 

Anstcer.  I  am  under  that  impression,  but  I  am  not  positive  now. 

Mr.  Buckley.  I  believe  it  is  this,  [showing  statutes.] 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Is  this  the  law  to  which  you  refer  T    "  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 

J»robate  judge  of  each  county  in  this  State  to  designate  a  newspaper  in  which  all 
ocal  , advertisements,  notices,  or  publications  of  any  and  every  character  reqiured  by 
law  to  be  made  in  his  county  shall  be  published ;  each  paper  so  designated  shall  be 
the  official  organ  in  and  for  said  county  :  Proiidtd,  That  no  new8pai)er  shall  be  desig- 
nated as  snch  official  organ  which  docs  not  in  it«  columns  sustain  and  advocate  the 
maintenance  of  the  GoTemment  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  government  of  the 
State  of  Alabama  which  is  recognized  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  as  the 
legal  government  of  this  Stat« ;  and  if  there  be  no  such  paper  published  in  the  county, 
then  the  probate  judge,  whose  decision  upon  the  question  shall  be  final,  shall  desi|5- 
nate  the  paper  published  nearest  the  counly-seat  of  his  county  which  does  Bu«tain 
said  government." 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  I  think  that  is  the  law.  I  knew  a  young  man  just  down  below 
here  from  Eutaw.  I  met  him,  and  he  told  me  that  he  was  tryiug  to  get  the  public 
l)riiiting :  his  name  is  Monroe.  I  said,  "  Frank,  are  you  doing  the  printing  in  your 
county  r*  IIo  said,  "  No  ;  it  is  done  by  Burton."  Ho  was  complaining  of  not  doing 
much,  that  he  had  but  few  subscriptions.  He  ha<l  gone  to  Mobile  to  get  advertise- 
ments; he  said  it  was  hard  to  get  along  with  the  paper. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  you  hear  this  speech  of  Mr.  Jones  at  Linden  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  there. 

Question.  It  was  stated  hereby  Judge  Young  that  he  listened  to  a  part  of  that  speech, 
and  so  long  as  he  heard  it  there  was  nothing  iu  it  out  of  the  way  or  in.ippropriatc  iu  a 
political  speech. 

Answer.  I  stated  that  I  did  not  hear  it  myself^  but  heard  of  it  through  other  per- 
sons.   I  did  not  hear  the  speech  at  all. 

Question.  Do  you,  as  sheriff  of  the  county,  consider  that  his  life  was  in  danger  there 
A  part  of  the  time  ? 

Anstcer.  I  suppose  it  was,  after  he  went  down  and  challenged  these  ptsrsous ;  I  should, 
think  my  own  would  be  in  danger  if  I  did  the  same  thing,  or  any  other  man^s. 

Question.  And  after  he  had  declined  to  be  a  candidate  everything  was  peaceable  f 

Answer.  It  was  peaceable  some  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  before  that ;  wheu  the  first  re- 
mark was  made,  Jones  staid  there  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  with  his  leg  over  the  bannis- 
ter, whistling  and  consulting  the  negroes,  and  then  he  called  the  deputy  (Giles)  and 
gave  him  his  pocket-book  and  pin,  and  said  he  was  going  down  to  fight. 

87  A 
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Question.  After  this  the  meeting  was  appointed  for  McKinley  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  told  me  himself,  volnntarily,  two  or  three  months  ago,  "  I  have 
written  to  Sam.  Chapman  to  tell  these  people  there  I  am  going  t-o  make  a  speech  at 
McKinley." 

Question.  That  appointment  at  McKinley  was  snhseqnent  to  the  meeting  at  Linden? 

Answer.  It  was  to  be  the  14th ;  he  spoke  there  on  the  7tb. 

Question.  Was  there  any  violence  on  the  day  the  negroes  assembled  at  McKinley  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  seemed  to  be  very  anxious  to  go  into  town. 

Question,  Did  they  go  f 

Answer.  No,  bir ;  Mr.  Modawell  went  and  begged  them  not  to  go. 

Question.  Then  tbey  tamed  around  and  went  away  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  that  was  in  the  morning  at  10,  and  they  staid  thereuntil  6  o'clock; 
an  old  man,  McLoud,  who  haa  a  great  deal  of  influence  with  tbem,  and  was  once  a 
member  of  the  legislature,  went  down  and  talked  with  them,  and  begged  them  not  to 
go  and  create  a  difficulty. 

Question.  Finally  they  dispersed  and  went  home  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  at  6  o'clock ;  about  that  time. 

Question.  Are  the  negroes  very  much  in  tbe  majority  in  this  county  f 

Ansiper.  Yes,  sir ;  about  twenty-five  hundred. 

Question.  So  that  the  negro  population  in  that  part  of  the  county  is  quite  dense  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  as  I  said  before,  these  negroes  were  not  all  from  this  county. 

Question.  Is  it  a  fact  that  about  McKinley  the  colored  people  are  very  numerous  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  are  mostly  republicans  T 
,    Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  impression  ;  they  generally  vote  that  ticket,  but  they 
voted  pretty  strongly  democratic  at  the  primary  election,  two  or  three  weeks  ago. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  They  voted  at  your  primary  election  t 
Ansfoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  say  they  were  going  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  In  summoning  posses  of  men  at  such  a  place  as  McKinley,  do  you  ever 
summon  colored  men  to  assist  f 

Answer,  I  have  not  summoned  them  yet.    I  intend  to  summou  colored  men,  though. 

Question.  Yon  never  have  summoned  colored  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have. 

Question.  At  a  meeting  where  colored  men  are  very  much  in  the  mfyority,  as  a  peace 
officer,  do  you  not  think  it  would  have  a  peaceful  effect  to  have  a  number  of  colored 
men  summoned  T 

Answer.  I  always  do  it  at  every  election  in  this  place;  I  have  sometimes  as  many  as 
eight  or  ten. 

Question.  You  have  found  it  to  work  well  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  with  the  exception  that  they  take  more  authority  than  a  white 
man  would  take ;  for  instance,  at  this  row,  one  man  commenced  with  a  club  to  knock 
them  over  the  head,  and  I  had  to  stop  him. 

Question.  He  was  too  zealous  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  said  he  wanted  to  keep  the  peace ;  I  told  him  he  had  no  right 
to  use  such  violence.  He  said, ''  I  did  not  know  ; ''  he  thought  he  had  to  knock  down 
and  drag  out,  if  they  did  not  behave  themselves. 


DEMOPOLI8,  Alabama,  October  26,  IWl. 

WILLIAM  THOMAS  ABRAHAMS  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  This  witness  having  been  called  by  the  minority,  his  examinatioa 
will  be  conducted  by  General  Blair. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Doctor  Abrahams,  will  you  state  yonr  residence  and  occupation  T 

Answer.  McKinley,  Marengo  County,  Alabama ;  physician.  I  also  have  held  tbe 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  down  there,  since  two  years  ago. 

Question.  State  to  the  committee  the  condition  of  the  county  of  Marengo,  in  regaxd 
to  the  preservation  of  peace  and  the  execution  of  the  laws  generally,  as  far  aa  yea 
know. 

Answer^  As  far  as  I  am  informed,  general,  this  county  has  always  been  peaceable  nd 
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quiet,  with  not  more  thnn  the  nsnal  exceptioDS  of  lawlessness,  and  tliey  have  been 

promptly  arrested  whenever  they  came  under  my  jurisdiction.    I  have  heard  of  two  or 

^  tbi'ee  instances  of  lawlessness,  but  that  is  only  hearsay.    The  first  instance  that  occur- 

*  red  of  any  lawlessness  wa^  the  Neibling  affair.    1  read  his  account  of  the  affair  in  the 

newspapers. 

QuestUm*  We  have  had  that  before  ns. 

Answer,  I  supposed  the  committee  had  had  that  before  them.    We  had  a  serious 
threatening  of  the  peace  of  our  town  on  the  14tli  day  of  this  month. 

QuesHon.  Give  the  committee  all  the  circumstances  that  came  to  your  knowledge  in 
reference  to  that. 

Answer.  The  first  information  I  had  of  anything  of  the  kind  was  when  I  was  shown 
a  letter  addressed  by  Mr.  William  B.  Jones  to  a  citizen  of  our  town,  named  Samuel  £. 
Chapman,  in  which  occurred  the  following  language,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  recollect 
it:  "I  simply  write  to  inform  you  that  I  will  address  the  citizens  of  McKinley  and 
vicinity  on  Saturday,  October  14,  and  as  I  have  heard  of  numerous  reports  that  my  life 
has  been  threatened  in  the  event  of  my  doing  so,  I  write  to  you,  though  a  democrat, 
yet  a  fair-minded  man,  U*  give  me  a  fair  chance.^'  Tbat  is  a  quotation  from  his  letter. 
That  letter  was  shown  to  me  and  several  other  citizens  of  McKinley — in  fact,  nunier- 
ons  citizens  of  McKinley— and  our  advice  was  asked  in  regard  to  answering  it.  The 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  citizens  there  was  that  we  bad  never  heard  of  any  threats 
being  made  against  Mr.  Jones.  He  had  spoken  there  twelve  months  prece< ling— just 
prect^ding  the  governor's  election  he  had  made  a  radical  speech — and  was  treated,  as 
we  all  thought,  with  kindness  and  courtesy,  as  he  himself  says.  We  had  no  indication 
of  any  threats  of  disturbance.  About  a  week  before  that  a  negro  came  to  me  and  told 
roe  that  there  was  something  going  on  wrong ;  that  a  negro  came  to  him  and  told  him 
that  there  was  something  going  on  wrong  among  the  negroes.  I  asked  him  what  it 
was.  He  told  me  at  the  commencement  of  the  conversation  that  if  he  told  me  that,  I 
must  not  t-ell  his  name ;  that  he  was  afraid  on  account  of  his  color ;  that  if  this  report 
got  out  that  he  had  told  me,  his  life  would  be  in  danger.  I  told  him  I  would  not  men- 
tion his  name,  and  wanted  to  hear  what  it  was.  He  told  me  that  Mr.  Jones  had  writ- 
ten a  secret  letter,  which  had  been  circulated  among  the  negroCvH  of  that  beat,  in  which 
he  advised  them  that  he  intended  to  speak  there  on  the  14th  of  October ;  that  he  came 
as  their  friend  and  a  republican  ;  that  ho  had  been  threatened  that  in  the  event  of  his 
speaking  there  he  would  bo  killed,  and  he  wanted  them  to  meet  him  at  Poplar  Creek 
bridge,  three  miles  from  town,  with  arms,  pre^jared  to  protect  him.  On  the  next  day, 
Monday  evening  preceding  the  14th  of  October,  another  negro  told  me  the  same  thing. 
Ho  made  the  same  statement  to  me.  On  Tuestlay  morning  I  went  down  to  town — I 
reside  about  a  mile  north.of  McKinley — and  several  citizens  were  there,  and  1  told 
them  what  I  had  heard.  During  the  day  a  goml  many  citizens  came  to  town,  and  we 
held  a  little  meeting,  and  they  advised  me  to  address  a  letter  to  Governor  Liudsey,  in- 
forming him  of  the  facta  and  asking  his  aid.  I  did  so,  and  dispatched  the  letter  by 
Mr.  Steele  and  Doctor  Allen.  On  Wetlnesday  morning  they  left  Uniontown  on  the 
train.  They  laid  my  letter  before  the  governor,  and  also  further  information  which 
they  had,  and  which  I  did  not  write,  and  he  telegraphed  to  Washington  City  for  troopft. 
No  answer  was  receive<l  to  his  telegram  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  on  Thursday  eve- 
ning, abont  half  an  hour  before  the  train  was  to  leave  to  return  to  McKinley,  they 
called  by  the  governor's  oflBce^  and  he  told  them  he  had  just  recx^ived  a  dispatch  from 
Washington,  in  which  he  was  informed  that  if  he  wanted  troops  to  telegrai)h  to  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  for  them.  These  gentlemen  came  home  and  brought  me  a  letter  from  the 
governor.  From  their  representations,  and  tho  letter  of  the  governor,  I  saw  the  iieacc  of 
the  community  depended  entirely  on  what  I  should  do  in  the  premises.  I  then  determined 
to  protect  the  place  at  all  hazards.  I  thought  I  ha<l  that  duty  under  the  law  to  j>revent  a 
riotous  assembly.  I  went  and  got  as  many  men  as  I  could  get.  That  was  Thursday  eve- 
ning. I  sent  out  for  men,  and  Saturday  morning  they  came  t  here,  and  I  made  a  few  remarks. 
I  told  them  that  facts  had  been  brought  to  my  knowledge  threatening  serious  dis- 
tur|i>ance  of  the  peace  on  that  day;  that  I  ha<l  received  information  ihat  Mr.  Jones 
would  not  be  there,  and  had  so  informed  most  of  the  negroes  there,  and  the  apprehen- 
sions that  day  were  from  negroes  living  in  Wilcox  County.  I  counseled  mo<leration, 
and  told  them  I  wanted  them  to  act  under  my  directions  entirely  during  that  day. 
They  agreed  to  it.  I  had  taken  the  precaution  the  preceding  night  of  closing  the 
bar-rooms  and  all  the  stores,  so  no  liquor  could  be  had  that  day.  We  dispatched  on 
Saturday  morning  three  white  men  on  every  road  leading  into  town,  unarmed,  to 
meet  the  negroes  and  tell  them  it  was  unlawful  for  them  to  appear  in  bodies  in  mili- 
tary style,  arrayed  with  armd  in  their  hands,  and  that  they  could  not  be  allowed  to 
come  to  town  in  such  style;  that,  if  they  wanted  to  come  in  order  to  hear  any  politi- 
cal 8i»eaking  or  attending  any  meeting  in  any  political  jiKsinibly,  I,  as  a  citizen  and 
oflflcer  of  the  law,  had  no  objections,  and  the  people  of  McKinley  had  no  objection  to 
their  meeting  there  whenever  they  chose  to;  but  they  must  come  in  a  private  man- 
ner. The  party  who  went  on  the  road  leading  north  from  the  town  to  the  rendezvou'^ 
of  Jones— 1  will  state  now  that  on  Friday  night  1  got  the  programme  as  it  was  tc 
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nic  by  a  negro ;  that  it  was  Mr.  Jonea's  programme  to  Jeave  Demopolis  and  aiTivc  at 
FawDsdalo  station  on  the  Alabama  Central  Railroad.  The  train  arrives  there  about 
sunrise.  There  ho  was  to  collect  his  adherents  and  march  through  the  country  to 
Poplar  Creek  bridge,  about  three  miles  north  of  town,  on  the  Uniontowu  road— tha 
party  I  disjpatched  on  that  road  met  at  the  place  of  r-^ndezvons  three  or  four  hundred 
negroes.  The  great  majority  of  them,  I  am  informed  by  that  party  or  that  committee 
of  gentlemen,  were  armed.  They  asked  where  they  were  going.  They  said  they  were 
going  to  town.  They  told  them  they  would  not  be  permitted  to  come  into  town 
in  that  way ;  that  it  was  in  contravention  of  the  laws  of  the  State  and  United 
States  for  persons  to  be  arrayed  in  military  stylo,  with  arms,  to  go  to  a  political 
meeting.  They  remai'ked  that  they  had  been  ordered  by  Mr.  Jones  to  meet  hini 
there,  and  he  had  ordered  them  to  bring  arms,  aud  they  were  to  protect  him. 
Upon  being  further  told  that  Mr.  Jones  would  not  be  there,  and  the  time  having 
elapsed  already  for  his  arrival  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  they  dispersed  and  weal 
back  home.  I  afterwards  learned  that  forty  or  fifty  of  them  passed  a  house  near 
Uniontown,  the  residence  of  Mr.  Coleman,  and  a  little  dog  run  out  of  the  yard  and 
they  fired  aud  killed  the  dog.  There  was  nobody  about  the  premises  except  the  ladies, 
and  it  alarmed  them  very  nmch.  Tbe  committee  I  dispachwl  on  the  road  leailing&onth — 
Mr.  Modawell,  Mr.  Steele,  aud  Mr.  Kinj5 — when  about  two  and  one-half  miles  south  of 
town,  at  the  cross-roads,  where  there  is  a  store,  met  a  negro,  who  iuforrae<l  them  that 
the>8e  negroes  were  coming,  armed  with  drums,  flags,  and  fifes,  and  officeretl  by  negroes 
dressed  as  captains.  Mr.  Modawell  sent  this  negro,  who  was  peaceably  and  kmdly 
disposed,  back,  with  a  request  that  he  should  speak  to  them.  They  grante<l  that  re- 
quest, aud  he  made  them  a  i)eaceable  speech,  he  told  me,  in  which  he  tidd  them  that 
in  the  way  they  were  acting  they  were  contrary  to  law ;  that  no  one  had  any  objection 
to  their  comiug  to  town,  but  they  could  not  come  in  military  style,  with  arois.  Thai 
speech  was  treated  with  threats  and  menaces.  They  said  thpy  would  come,  and  if  tbe 
white  persons  made  any  demonstration  they  would  wij)e  them  from  the  face  of  the 
earth.  Finally,  some  of  the  oldest  and  more  peaceably  di.s]>osed  agreed  to  the  proposi- 
tion of  Modawell,  and  that  they  would  appoint  a  committee  of  three  of  their  own 
color  to  come  to  town  and  make  a  reconnaissance  and  see  the  state  of  affairs.  That 
committee  did  come,  but  before  they  cdme  this  party  of  riotous  negroes  advanced  to 
within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  place;  then,  I  suppose,  deeming  discretion  the  l>eltex 
part  of  valor,  they  returned.  I  will  state  further,  that  a  reliable  gentleman  in  Wilcox 
County  informed  me  that  the  negroes  in  that  portion  of  the  countv  had.  divided  ont 
all  the  different  stores  there,  with  the  exception  of  the  drug-stores ;  that  one  negro  was 
to  take  one  store  iu  town,  aud  another  to  have  the  grocery,  and  another  one  another 
store,  and  so  on,  and  that  they  intended  to  come  up  there  ami  kill  the  white  folks,  but 
might  spare  some  of  the  women  for  their  own  uses.  I  got  that  from  white  men  aud 
negroes,  indiscriminately,  that  came  up  there  in  that  crowd  on  Saturday.  There  the 
matter  ended  for  that  day.  I  would  like  to  state  further,  that  these  negroes  who  made 
ihat  riotous  demonstration  are  discharged  Federal  soldiers.  They  were  the  garrison  at 
Ship  Island  during  the  war,  and  were  mustered  out  of  the  service  at  Mobile  and  came 
up,  with  many  of  their  otticers,  and  settled  in  Wilcox  County,  among  them  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds, Mr.  Richards  and  his  son,  Mr.  Candee,  and  Mr.  Henderson,  aud  they  have  l>een 
living  there  ever  since — that  is,  these  negroes  have.  Mr.  Reynolds  resides  now  in 
Montgomery,  and  is  State  auditor. 

QucHiion.  W\'re  the  negroes  induced  to  come  there  by  the  representations  made  by 
Jones  ? 

Anm'ci',  They  stated  so  on  that  day,  and  stated  on  last  Friday  that  Captain  Mills, 
the  comnmnding  ofiicer  of  the  troops  we  have  there  now,  in  conversation,  was  t-oW 
that  they  were  told  to  come  there;  that  Mr.  Jones  wiis  to  speak  there,  aud  they  were 
told  to  come  there  and  protect  him  iu  making  his  speech.  But  they  did  not  say  3Ir. 
Jones  had  told  them  personally,  but  he  ha<l  sent  word  to  them  ;  that  was  their  expres- 
sion to  that  olficer.  One  of  the  negroes  in  the  crowd  talking  to  the  officer — he  was 
explaining  to  them  and  telling  them  they  ought  not  to  come,  and  must  not  come,  and 
would  not  be  allowed  to  come,  in  military  style ;  that  no  one  but  the  soldiers  of  tho 
United  States  had  the  privilege  of  bearing  arms  in  that  style;  of  course  the  Constito- 
tion  guarantees  the  right  to  every  nmn  to  bear  amis,  but  iu  a  certain  way — one  of 
them  walked  out  the  crowd  and,  thinking  ho  was  out  of  ear-shot,  said,  **B'oys,  woTl 
try  it  on,  anyhow,  next  Saturday  week;*'  that  is  the  day  Mr.  Jones  has  an  appoint- 
ment to  speak.  I  have  understood  since  1  came  to  town  that  he  has  withdiawn  that 
appointment. 

Question.  Tell  us  in  reference  to  that  appointment.  Have  any  steps  been  taken  in 
regard  to  it  to  jjreserve  the  peace  ? 

Aiu<wer.  Yes,  sir.  On  Satunlay  I  heard  that  remark  I  have  just  made,  or  threat  by 
that  nt^gro,  and  on  Sunday  I  went  to  Linden.  I  w;is  called  there  as  a  witaess  before 
the  grand  jury.  Monday  morning  I  was  told  by  pei'sous  from  McKinley,  and  X)ayt(ffl 
also,  seven  miles  from  McKinley,  that  negroes  liacl  been  going  through  the  coaatiy  on 
Sunday,  telling  the  negroes  that  Mr.  Jones  was  going  to  speak,  aud  Air.  Reynolds  iUso, 
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there  next  Saturday,  the  28th,  and  they  mnst  come  there  armed.  Parties  have  been  going 
all  through  the  country  telling  that.  They  have  gone  down  as  far  as  Shiloh.  When 
the  fact  came  to  my  knowledge,  I,  with  other  citizens  residing  in  McKinley,  who  were 
then  in  Linden,  addressed  a  communication  to  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court,  now  in 
Bession,  (Judge  Smith,)  also  to  the  probate  judge,  telling  them  that  we  iipprehended 
a  riot,  and  asKed  them  to  take  some  steps  to  prevent  one  tliere.  Judge  Smith,  from  the 
bench,  the  other  day,  called  up  the  sheriff  to  advise  him  as  to  his  duties  in  the  premises, 
and  told  him  it  wae  his  duty  under  the  law  to  summon  a  posse  of  men,  not  to  break 
the  peace,  but  to  prevent  a  breach  of  the  peace,  and  if  negroes,  or  any  one  else,  with 
arms  in  their  hands,  attempted  to  enter  the  town  with  intent  to  commit  a  breach  of 
the  peace,  it  was  his  duty,  as  an  officer  and  as  a  preserver  of  the  peace,  to  arrest 
them.  I  will  state  \,haty  in  1868,  during  the  presidential  campaign,  Mr.  Reynolds  had 
an  appointment  to  si>eak  in  McKinley,  and  we  heard  the  same  thing — that  he  intended 
to  bring  up  a  party  of  armed  negroes  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  him  there.  Mr. 
Reynolds  came  into  town  on  the  morning  of  the  day  of  his  appointment,  and  I,  with 
several  other  gentlemen  as  a  committee,  asked  Mr.  Reynolds,  "  Have  you  brought  any 
armed  negroes  to  this  town  to  protect  you,  or  are  you  going  to  have  any  here  to-day  ^'^ 
He  said,  *'  Gentlemen,  I  have  no  idea  ot  any  such  thing.  I  have  not  started  with  any." 
Then  we  told  him  what  we  had  heard.  Ho  said  it  was  all  lalse.  Then  we  arranged  a 
joint  discussion  between  him  and  Mr.  Modawell.  We  went  up  to  the  Temperance  Hall 
to  have  the  discussion.  Before  the  speaking  commenced  there  were  about  two  hundred  • 
or  two  hundred  and  fifty  armed  negroes,  cavalry  and  infantry,  with  arms,  sabers  and 
itwords  and  pistols,  and  everythinioj  imaginable  conceivable  weapon,  marched  up  in 
front  of  the  crowd  where  the  speaking  was,  and  halted  and  right-dressed,  and  Every- 
thing of  the  sort,  in  regular  military  style,  like  on  dress-parade — a  captain  conmianding 
his  squad  of  soldiers.  It  wasn't  but  a  little  while  before  they  were  ordered  by  Mr. 
Beyno^ds  to  go  and  stack  their  arms  out  there.  The  citizens  became  very  much  exas- 
perated at  that,  because  there  had  been  no  threats  made  at  McKinley.  It  has  been 
always  a  peaceable,  quiet  town,  and  the  negroes  had  met  and  voted  there  whenever 
they  chose.  They  have  had  their  political  meetings  whenever  they  have  wanted  to, 
and  nobody  has  ever  interrupted  tnem  in  any  w  ay ;  and  every  election  the  radicals 
have  been  down  there  electioneering  with  them,  and  nobody  has  ever  said  a  v/ord  to 
them,  except  what  would  naturally  occur  between  persons  of  opposite  political  parties. 
They  will  run  one  another,  you  know,  about  political  opinions,  but  nothing  of  a  con- 
temptuous or  insiUting  kind;  no  insults  were  offered  or  passed.  I  recollect  Judge 
O'Connor,  who  was  elected  probate  judge  in  1868^  at  the  election  for  the  ratification  of 
the  constitution,  camo  down  to  McKinley  and  staid  there  four  or  five  days,  aud  boarded 
with  Mr.  Chapman,  the  man  this  letter  was  written  to,  and  he  mixed  freely  with  the 
citizens,  and  not  a  word  was  said  to  him  out  of  the  way.  He  will  testify  to  that  him- 
self. 

Question.  Has  any  violence  ever  been  offered  to  any  radical  speaker  in  that  town  f 

Answer.  Never,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  any  threats  were  made  against  Jones  ? 

Answer,  Ko,  sir ;  and  I  inquired  particularly  of  men  who  I  thought  might  have  heard 
8uch  threats,  but  I  never  have  heard  a  single  threat  was  made  against  Jones. 

Question,  What  was  his  object  in  collecting  all  these  armed  men  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  his  object  was  to  create  a  disturbance  between  the  blacks  and 
the  whites.  The  democratic  party  here  having  numerous  candidates  for  the  different 
county  officers,  they  held  what  is  called  a  primary  meeting,  where  everybody  could 
vote  if  they  would  pledge  themselves  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  at  the  election  on 
the  first  Tuesday  in  November.  A  great  many  negroes  had  participjited  in  that  pri- 
mary election,  and  I  presume — I  do  not  know,  ol  course — but  it  is  the-  presumption 
that  his  object  was  to  array  the  negroes  against  the  whites,  so  that  whenever  a  black 
man  was  approached  by  a  white  man  to  get  his  vote  for  the  democratic  nominee  for 
sheriff",  there  will  be  such  animosity  and  hostility  that  the  black  men  would  not  pay 
any  attention  to  the  white  men.  I  cannot  see  any  other  object  that  he  could  have  had 
but  to  promote  his  own  ends. 

Question.  You  think  he  is  ready  to  endanger  the  peace  of  this  community  and 
bring  about  bloodshed  for  the  purpose  of  subserving  his  own  purposes — securing  his 
election  f 

Answer.  I  think  he  has  clearly  shown  it  in  that  case. 

Question.  Were  you  at  Linden  when  this  afiair  took  place,  in  which  he  was  involved  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  there.  I  do  not  know  anything  at  all  about  it.  I  did 
not  know,  even,  that  he  had  an  appointment  to  speak  there  on  that  day.  If  I  hail  I 
should  not  have  gone.  I  did  not  go  to  hear  him  speak  at  the  governor's  election, 
although  I  invited  him  to  my  house,  and  he  took  dinner  with  me  on  that  day. 

Question,  Do  you  think  it  likely  that  the  negroes  would,  especially  in  i*ogard  to  local 
officers,  divide  their  vote  but  for  this  continued  and  persevering  attempt  to  keep  up  a 
bad  feeling  between  the  races! 

Answer.  Yes,  sirj  I  am  pretty  confident  of  it;  in  fact,  I  know  it,  because  we  divided 
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the  vote  in  this  county  in  1868,  in  the  presidential  election.  Over  seventy-five  neigroes 
voted  in  McKinley  precinct  for  the  electors  of  Seymour  and  Blair. 

Question.  The  negroes  preponderate  there  very  much  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  in  a  large  majority.  We  have  a  very  elim  -white  popala- 
tion — very  scattered ;  in  fact,  there  are  only  about  twenty-fivo  or  thlriy  families  living 
in  the  cori)orate  limits  of  McKinley. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qitestion.  Doctor,  was  there  ever  an  organization  in  Marengo  County  known  as  tfao 
Union  League  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  it  exist? 

Answer.  It  existed  in  this  county  in  1867.    I  think  that  it  was  the  first  I  heard  of  it 

Question.  How  long  did  it  contiuue  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  It  did  not  continue  but  a  very  short  Tfhile  in  my  town.  I 
was  a  member  of  it — president  of  the  Loyal  League  of  McKinley. 

Question.  Were  you  president  of  the  Union  League  of  this  county  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  of  this  county. 

Question.  Of  that  township  f 

Answer.  Yes ;  of  that  beat. 

Question.  You  mean  by  beat,  I  suppose,  what  is  known  as  township  elsewhere  f 

Answer.  An  election  precinct. 

Question.  Is  it  ever  called  a  township  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Hero  are  several  townships  in  the  same  beat,  or  may  be.  They 
are  not  divided  into  townships,  but  beats  and  precinct*. 

Question.  That  is  a  detinite  geographical  limit,  the  persons  entitled  to  vote  at  a  par- 
ticular point  t 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir.  For  instance,  if  we  should  elect  two  justices  of  the  peace  in  this 
State  from  each  beat,  the  persons  living  in  that  particular  beat  can  vote  in  that  beat 
for  justice  of  the  peace,  and  anywhere  in  the  county  for  the  office  of  sheriff  or  any 
other  county  official. 

Question.  Were  you  a  republican  in  your  opinions  at  the  time  you  were  president  of 
the  League  T 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  not  a  republican  organization  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  you  come  to  be  a  member  and  an  officer  in  it  if  you  wore  not  a 
republican  t 

Anstcvr.  I  will  tell  you.  The  Loyal  League,  or  Union  Leagjue,  was  started  by — I  forget 
the  man's  name,  but  it  was  an  old  man  who  was  a  blacksmith  up  there,  named  Caudle. 
It  met  twice  before  I  became  a  member  ;  but  we  heard  of  it.  The  first  meeting  we 
heard  that  he  was  holding  of  his  Loyal  League,  I  went  to  him  and  told  him  I  under- 
stood he  was  a  member  of  the  LoyafLeague,  and  I  wanted  to  join  it.  He  told  me  he 
was,  and  said,  **  I  will  propose  your  name  at  the  next  meeting."  He  says,  "  I  am  presi- 
dent." I  told  him,  **I  wish  you  would  do  so,  and  also  the  names  of  one  or  two  other 
gentlemen."  I  do  not  think,  though,  that  they  joined  at  the  same  time  that  I  did.  He 
proposed  my  name  and  I  was  elected,  and  I  went  and  joined  the  League, 

Question.  Did  you  hear  beforehand  what  were  the  objects  of  the  League  t 

Anstoer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Question.  Did  you  know  what  the  constitution  was  f 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  I  did  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Question,  Had  it  a  written  constitution  ? 

Answer.  I  found  out  afterward  that  it  had. 

Question.  Was  there  any  oath  administered  upon  your  initiation f 

Anstvcr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  that  oath  ? 

Anstver.  That  I  would  bo  a  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States,  uphold  and  support  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  that  I  would  vote  for  none  for  office 
except  those  who  are  loyal. 

Question.  You  took  that  oath  ? 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Que.3iion.  Freely,  and  without  any  mental  reservation  ? 

Anstoer.  Freely,  and  without  any  mental  reservation. 

Question.  What  was  your  motive  for  joining  it  ? 

Answer.  To  see  what  it  was,  and  to  keep  down  the  excitement  there  that  was  necea- 
sarily  induced  by  this  man's  actions.  He  had  negroes  meeting  twice  or  three  times  a 
week,  armed — a  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundreil  negroes  parading  about  in  the  dead 
hours  of  the  night — and  as  soon  fis  it  would  break  up  outside  of  town  they  would  fire 
otf  their  guns.  The  people  were  alarmed,  especially  the  women.  We  have  a  good 
many  widows  living  about  there  with  no  one  to  protect  them.  ^ 
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Question,  You  joined  them  to  learn  the  parposes  of  the  League  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  to  find  out  the  objects. 

QuestUm,  How  long  did  you  contimie  a  member  or  president  of  the  League  f 

Anstccr,  Two  or  three  months. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  withdraw  f 

Answer,  NOj  sir,  I  just  (quietly  quit. 

Question,  Did  the  organization  cease  to  exist  T 

Answer,  The  organization  ceased  to  exist.  We  quit  meeting.  I  adviiied  the  negroes 
that  there  was  no  necessity  of  meeting,  and  they  had  better  <}uit  it ;  it  was  talking 
them  away  from  their  work,  and  getting  them  mixed  up  in  politics ;  and  the  best  plan 
would  be  to  let  it  alone,  and  when  they  wanted  to  vote  they  would  hear  who  was  ruu- 
ning,  and  they  could  go  and  vote  without  any  secret  organization  like  this. 

Questioti,  Was  there  anything  in  the  constitution  of  tiie  Lieague  that  contemplated 
violations  or  disturbances  of  the  peace  ? 

Ansicor,  No,  sir ;  nothing  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  Did  you  profess  at  that  time  to  the  members  of  the  League  to  be  a  republi- 
can f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  at  that  time  a  democrat  f  , 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

Question,  Was  that  generally  known  t  •,,.,, 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  it  known  by  the  members  of  the  Union  League? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir 

Question,  So  they  accepted  members  without  any  reference  to  political  sentiments f 

Answer,  They  had  no  elections  from  the  time  I  joined  until  it  was  broken  up. 

Question.  Was  there  any  opposition  made  to  membership  on  account  of  political  sen- 
timent  in  the  cases  of  those  who  were  proposed!        ' 

Answer,  No,  sir,  not  in  our  concern  up  there,  for  we  run  it  ourselves. 

Question.  Who  do  you  mean  by  "  we  ?  "  the  democrats  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Four  or  five  other  democrats  joined  it  with  me.  They  elected  me 
president,  and  took  charge  of  it. 

Question,  Joined  it  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  it  T 

Anstver,  Joined  it  to  see  what  it  was,  and  to  keep  the  negroes  in  a  quiet  and  subdued 
position.  That  is  what  I  joined  it  for.  So  with  all  the  rest.  Wo  were  all  men  of  con- 
servative principles. 

Question,  Was  that  known  to  the  negroes  to  be  your  purpose  in  joining  it  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  did  not  tell  them  my  purpose.  My  purpose  was  to  see  what  it 
was. 

Question,  You  did  not  sail  under  false  colors  in  becoming  a  member  of  the  order  7 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  did  not.  They  elected  me  the  president  because  this  white  man 
that  had  charge  of  it  could  hardly  read  or  write. 

Question.  Were  you  supposed  to  be  in  accord  with  the  negroes  in  your  political  sen- 
timents at  the  time  they  received  you  as  a  member,  and  made  you  president  f 

Ansicer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that  I  was. 

Question.  Did  the  negroes  suppose  that  you  were  in  accord  with  themf 

Answer,  They  knewJ  was  a  friend  to  them.  I  have  been  giving  them  good  advice 
all  the  time.  It  was  before  politics  had  been  much  spoken  of.  There  was  no  political 
excitement  then.  It  waa  just  commencing ;  that  was  in  1867,  and  we  did  not  have  an 
election  until  February,  1868,  for  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  under  the  reconstruc- 
tion acts  of  Congress. 

Question,  The  republican  party  existed  at  that  time,  did  it  not  1 

Answer,  It  existed  North. 

Question,  But  not  here  f 

Anstver,  Well,  I  suppose  it  did ;  the  reconstruction  party  did.  There  was  a  party  in 
favor  of  reconstruction,  and  a  party  opiKwed  to  it. 

Question.  Were  the  negroes  all  in  favor  of  the  reconstruction  measures? 

Ansu^er,  A  great  many  were  ;  the  great  msyority  were. 

Question,  Were  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  suppose  you  were  in  favor  of  the  reconstruction  measures  f 

Answer.  That  question  was  never  broached  incur  League  meeting.  There  never  was 
any  questions  of  politics  broached  while  I  belong(»il.  The  only  thing  we  did  was  to 
initiate  members,  and  I  advised  them  then  to  be  good  citizens,  and  attend  to  their  own 
affairs. 

Que^tian.  After  you  became  a  member,  what  did  you  discover  to  be  the  distinct  ob- 
jects of  this  association  t 

Anmcer.  I  soon  found  out  that  if  the  objects  of  the  Loyal  League  were  carried  out  it 
was  a  republican  measure.  I  found  that  out  myself,  but  did  not  inform  the  negroes 
6o. 
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Question,  That  it  was  in  favor  of  the  reconstmction  measures,  and  carrying  fbha 
into  effect  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sin 

Question.  And  you  were  opposed  to  those  measures  T 
,  Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  so  annoance  to  the  negroes  T 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 

Question.  You  kept  your  sentiments  to  yourself? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  never  was  asked  that  question.  Politics  was  never  sprung  wlifle 
I  was  a  member. 

Question.  Did  the  negroes  suppose  yon  were  in  accord  with  them  in  supporting  the 
reconstruction  measures  f 

Anewer.  We  were  not  in  support  of  anything  at  the  time.  They  did  not  know  whftt 
was  going  to  take  place. 

Question.  You  have  acted  always,  as  I  understand,  in  harmony  with  the  democrAtie 
party  here  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  voted  for  the  republican  candidate  for  Congress  in  this  dis- 
trict, Mr.  Hays. 

Question.  At  his  first  Election  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHan.  Is  that  the  only  exception  to  your  voting  the  democratic  ticket  t 

Answer.  That  is  tlie  only  exception  I  know  of  where  I  voted  the  republican  ticket 
I  voted  for  Hays,  on  personal  grounds,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Dustin,  ah  independent 
candidate.  I  was  not  a  member  of  th«  republican  jmrty.  Charley  Hays  and  myself 
were  old  school-mates,  and  I  believed  him  to  be  a  better  man  than  Dustin. 

Question.  There  was  no  democratic  candidate  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  was  a  depiocrat,  who  was  a  candidate ;  Doctor  Reed,  of  Tus- 
caloosa, was  a  candidate  at  that  same  election. 

Question.  Referring  to  what  you  have  said  relative  to  the  disturbances  at  McKinley, 
did  you  imderstand  that  the  negrotjs  had  any  other  purpose  in  assembling  there  than 
to  protect  Bffr.  Jones,  their  candidate,  fmm  violence  t 

Answer.  Well,  as  I  stated  in  ray  testimony,  1  had  heard  that  the  negroes  had  divided 
out  the  different  stores,  &c.,  in  town. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  the  general  purpose  among  the  negroes  T 

Answer.  No,  sir  j  I  suppose  the  general  purpose  was  to  come  up  to  town  to  protect 
Mr.  Jones  in  his  speech. 

Question.  This  band  of  negroes,  you  understood,  which  divided  out  the  stores,  camo 
fix)ra  a  neighboring  county  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  from  the  lower  portion  of  Marengo,  bordering  on  it. 

Question.  From  whom  did  you  understand  that  it  was  tneir  purpose  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  stores  and  divide  them  out  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  it  from  half  a  dozen  different  sources. 

Question.  From  white  or  colored  men  t 

Answer.  Both.  A  white  man  told  me  one  of  the  colored  men  who  was  to  take  pos- 
session of  a  certain  store  said  that  he  did  say  that,  but  he  was  merely  joking,  after 
the  thing  was  found  out. 

Question.  Were  those  stores  in  McKinley  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  heard  any  negro  avow  any  such  sentiments  yourselft 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Has  any  one  ever  been  arrested  for  a  riot  connected  with  that  matter  f 

Answe}'.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  any  arrests  ever  been  made  of  tCtij  of  these  negroes  there  T 

Answer.  No,  sir.  The  facts  were  laid  before  the  grand  jury  of  the  county.  I  do  not 
know  what  they  did  with  it. 

Question.  What  was  your  information  that  these  negroes  were  to  do  with  the  white 
women  f 

Answer.  The  information  was  that  they  were  to  kill  out  the  white  men  and  keep  the 
women  for  their  own  use. 

Question.  Is  it  not  quite  possible  that  this  matter  has  been  misrepresented  to  youf 

Answer.  It  is  possible,  but  I  do  not  think  it  at  all  probable. 

Question.  Has  there  been  anything  in  the  couiluot  of  the  negi*oes  hitherto  that  would 
justify  you  in  believing  them  capable  of  perpetrating  such  an  outrage  as  that  f 

Anstver.  In  coming  to  town  when  Mr.  Jones  spoke,  some  twelve  months  ago,  thsy 
came  armed. 

Question.  I  speak  of  such  an  outrage  as  killing  off  the  white  men  and  taking  posses- 
sion of  the  stores,  dividing  the  goods  among  themselves,  and  appropriating  the  whi(0 
women  to  their  own  uses.  Has  there  been  anything  in  the  language  or  conduct  of  the 
colored  people  heretofore  that  would  justify  you  in  entertaining  such  a  belief  of  tik^ 
•^nrposes  as  that  ?  ' ' 
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Aiiswer,  Yes,  sir ;  because  up  in  that  neighborhocMl  that  Wilcox  crowd  are  the  per- 
sons who  made  the  threats  of  that  character;  not  the  negroes  immediately  adjacent 
to  the  town.  It  was  those  from  the  lower  part  of  the  county,  and  Wilcox  County,  as 
I  said.    They  were  Ship  Island  discharged  soldiers,  capable  of  any  deed,  in  my  opinion. 

Qucstian,  You  think  so  simply  because  they  were  Union  soldiers? 

Answer,  Not  at  all ;  but  because  they  have  been  under  bad  influences,  and  have  been 
led  to  believe  that  if  the  white  man  said  anything  in  a  political  assembly  it  was  their 
right  and  duty  to  shoot  them  down. 

Question,  Who  gave  them  such  instructions  f 

Answer.  These  men  that  have  been  rijjht  down  there.  Geueral  Swayne  had  to  send 
down  and  have  them  stopped  from  drilliug  before  the  governor's  election. 

Question.  What  men  T 

Answer.  Mr.  Reynolds  and  Henderson,  and  men  of  that  class. 

Question.  Who  was  Mr.  Reynolds  T 

Answer.  State  auditor. 

Question.  Who  is  Henderson  f 

ATistoer,  I  think  he  is  a  member  of  the  legislature  from  Wilcox,  though  I  am  not 
certain. 

Question.  Have  you  any  well-grounded  reason  for  believing  that  these  gentlemen 
ever  uttered  any  such  sentiments  to  the  negroes  t 

Answer.  Only  from  the  action  of  the  necroes.  That  is  what  I  base  my  opinion  on. 
I  never  heard  any  one  of  them  say  a  word  in  regard  to  it. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  conversed  with  any  white  men  who  had  heard  them  utter 
any  such  sentiments  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  not  quite  possible  that  these  gentlemen  have  been  maligned  In  this 
matter  T 

Answer.  It  is  possible,  of  course. 

Question,  Is  there  any  prejudice  entertained  against  these  negroes  of  WDcox  County, 
-who  were  Union  soldiers,  because  of  the  fact  that  they  were  Union  soldiers  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  until  they  conmienced  cutting  up — at  least  not  to  my  knowl- 
edge. 

Question.  I  think  you  have  stated  already  that  the  negroes  who  were  on  their  Way  to 
McKinley  stated  themselves  that  their  object  was  simply  to  protect  Jones  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  regard  Mr.  Jones  as  their  friend  f 

Answer.  I  presume  they  did ;  yes,  sir,  they  looked  upon  him  as  their  leader. 

Question.  Has  he  great  influence  with  them  t 

Answer.  Very  spreat. 

Question.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  Alabama  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  he  raised  in  this  county  t 

Answer.  Bom  and  raised  here. 

Question.  And,  until  lately,  has  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  people  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A  man  of  good  moral  character  f 

Answer.  He  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  sir. 

Question,  At  that  time  a  member  of  the  democratic  party  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  for  six  weeks,  I  think,  preceding  the  presidential  election  he 
whopped  over  on  that  side. 

Question.  He  made  a  good  many  speeches  during  that  time  in  favor  of  the  Seymour 
and  Blair  ticket  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  did  ;  I  do  not  know  how  many ;  he  made  some. 

Question.  Were  his  meetings  pretty  well  attended  by  the  democrats  T 

Answer.  I  heard  so  ;  1  never  was  at  one. 

Question.  His  sentiments  were  applauded  at  that  time  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  presume  so. 

Question.  They  spoke  very  well  of  his  efforts  in  the  cause  of  the  democratic  party  t 

Answer.  I  believe  so.    So  far  as  my  information  extends  they  did. 

Question.  They  had  faith  in  him  then  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  many  people  had  faith  in  him.    I  know  I  had  not. 

Question.  He  had  been  in  the  confederate  army,  had  he  not  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  All  through  the  war  T 

Answer.  No,  sir.  He  was  discharged,  I  think,  the  second  year  of  the  war.  I  do  not 
think  he  remained  in  the  army  more  than  eighteen  months. 

Question,  He  displayed  all  becoming  zeal  in  behalf  of  the  confederate  cause,  did  he 
not? 

Answer.  Yt^,  sir^  I  believe  he  did.  He  made  a  good  soldier  while  in  the  army,  so  far 
as  I  know ;  I  was  m  the  same  company  with  him. 
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Qtiestion.  Was  he  originally  in  favor  of  secession  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  think  he  was  rather  opposed  to  secession  until  after  the 
election  of  Lincoln  ;  I  think  he  was  a  Bell  and  Everett  man,  if  I  mistake  not. 

Question.  Was  ho  an  officer  in  the  confederate  army,  or  a  private? 

Answer.  A  private. 

Question.  After  the  war  did  he  co-operate  with  the  democratic  party  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  whether  be  did  or  not. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  Mr.  Reynolds  in  1868  having  an  appointment  at  McKinley 
and  making  a  speech  there.  Is  that  the  same  gentleman  who  was  elected  Stat« 
auditor  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  his  speech  upon  that  occasion  f 

Answer.  I  did,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  in  that  speech  which  tended  to  create  antagonism 
between  the  two  races  t 

Answer.  No,  sir :  not  a  word. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  in  the  character  of  his  speech  which  yon  could  con- 
demn, beyond  his  advocacy  of  republican  principles  T 

Answer.  No,  sir.  The  citizens  up  there  did  not  condemn  anything  he  said,  except  so 
far  as  they  were  adverse  to  their  own  opinions.  There  was  nothing  calculated  to  array 
black  people  against  white  in  his  speech.  We  all  thought  he  gave  black  people  very 
good  awivice,  except  to  vote  the  republican  ticket. 

Question.  There  was  no  riot  or  disturbance  of  the  i>eaceT 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  Mr.  Jones  express,  publicly  or  privately,  any  sentiments 
which  led  you  to  express  an  opinion  that  his  object  is  to  create  a  disturbance  between 
the  races  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  his  own  ends  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.    I  have  never  heard  him  make  a  public  speech  at  aU. 

Question.  Your  opinion,  then,  is  based  upon  what  7 

Answer.  Upon  the  information  obtained  from  those  negroes,  as  I  have  told  yon. 

Question.  From  men  who  have  heard  him  address  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  from  negroes  who  themselves  told  me  he  had  written  them  a  letter 
in  which  he  advised  them  to  do  these  things. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  that  letter  invited  them  to  do  anything  else  than 
to  assemble  for  the  x'urpose  of  protecting  him  from  violence  at  the  hands  of  tJio 
-whitest 

Anstcej\  No,  sir;  that  was  his  object.  That  was  what  he  advised  them  to  do.  That 
was  what  those  negroes  told  me. 

Question.  Was  the  letter  written  after  the  disturbance  at  Linden  T 

Answer.  It  was  written  before,  I  presume.  It  was  written  somewhere,  according  to 
the  best  information  I  can  get,  between  the  23d  of  September  and  the  8th  of  October. 
My  informant  told  me  it  was  read  on  the  8th  of  October  to  a  large  congregation  of 
colored  people, from  the  pulpit;  and  I  know,  of  my  ow^n  knowledge,  that  a  great  maoy 
negroes  were  in  town  that  week  buying  buckshot ;  and  a  gentleman  told  me  he  heaid 
one  negro  tell  another  negro  he  must  come  to  town  on  that  day,  and  bring  his  gim 
with  him,  and  load  it  with  sixteen  buckshot,  and  if  a  white  man  said  a  word  he  most 
be  shot  down. 

Question.  You  have  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  negroes  wonid  divide  tbeir  vote, 
but  for  the  influence  of  suc^  men  as  Doctor  Jones,  and  that,  in  point  of  fi&ct,  seventy- 
five  voted  for  the  Seymour  and  Blair  ticket  in  18G8.  Have  you  any  idea  that  a  soli- 
tary colored  voter  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket  unless  influences  were  brought  to 
bear  upon  him  by  his  employers,  or  by  men  who  controlled  his  bread  T 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  several  of  them  are  democrats  up  there,  and  1  believe  they  are 
democrats  in  themselves  without  any  influence  being  brought  to  bear  ui>ou  tbem. 
They  have  heard  democratic  speeches  and  believe  in  them.  We  had  a  democratic  dob 
in  McKinley  in  1868,  in  which  we  had  sixty  or  seventy  members  who  were  negroe<^ 
Of  course  the  great  nijyority  of  them  are  influenced,  easily  influenced,  but  not  so  easily 
influenced  to  bo  democrats  as  republicans,  because  they  tell  me  the  republicau» 
throughout  the  county  tell  them  that,  if  the  democrats  get  into  the  af^cendency.  they 
will  put  them  back  into  slavery.  They  hold  that  whip  over  them  to  keep  them  in  thle 
ranks. 

Question.  Has  any  instance  come  to  your  knowledge  where  the  employers  of  negroes 
have  sought  to  control  their  votes  ? 

Answer.  Not  by  more  than  the. usual  means — ^talking  and  persuasion.  We  all  do 
that;  1  do  it  myself.  I  go  to  my  negroes  previous  to  election  and  have  a  talk  witk 
them,  and  advise  them  always  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  Some  of  thenidoit: 
some  do  not.  I  never  have  told  them  that  I  would  turn  them  ofi*  if  they  did  not,  aiKi 
I  have  not  done  it :  I  have  one  of  the  biggest  radicals  working  for  me.  I  talk  to  him 
to  convince  him  ot  the  error  of  his  ways,  but  as  yet  I  have  failed  ;  I  may  after  avrhife 
succeed.  ^ 


ALABAMA — SUB-COMMITTEE.  1387 

Question.  Do  the  negroes  generally  beliave  well  in  this  county  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  as  a  general  thing  they  have. 

Question,  Have  they  been  qoiet  and  orderly  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Y'ou  have  heard  of  several  instances  where  people  have  been  visited  by 
men  in  disguise  in  this  connty  f 

Anstccr,  I  have  heard  of  two  instances;  only  one  instance  in  disguise,  however,  and 
that  was  this  account,  as  I  have  stated,  of  a  man  named  Neibling ;  I  believe  I  got  my 
information  from  the  newspapers. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  mnrder  of  Bobin  Westbrook  in  this  county — a 
colored  man  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  until  recently ;  I  never  heard  the  particulars  of  it ;  I  live  some 
thirty  miles  off  from  there. 

Question,  Yon  take  the  democratic  paper  pnblished  in  this  connty  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  take  it  now,  but  not  until  within  two  or  three  weeks  ago. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  whipping  of  any  negroes  supposed  to  be  concerned 
iu  tiring  upon  Doctor  Smith  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  of  that. 

Question,  You  heard  of  certain  negroes  being  fbrrested  and  put  in  jail  f 

Ansicei',  Yes,  sir;  and  I  heard  of  the  firing  upon  Doctor  Smith. 

Question,  But  you  never  heard  of  any  negro  being  whipped  to  compel  him  to  dis- 
close who  the  men  were  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  the  first  information  I  ever  received  of  that  fact  is  right  now. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  from  what  you  heard  of  the  affair  at  Lincoln,  the  other 
day,  that  Mr.  Jones  has  pretty  good  grounds  for  apprehending  violence  in  making 
republican  speeches  ? 

Answej',  From  what  I  have  heard  of  that  difficulty,  I  think  Mr.  Jones  is  one  of  the 
main  causes  of  bringing  it  on.  I  do  not  think  a  political  speaker  has  the  right  to 
abuse  a  man. 

Question,  Do  yon  think  it  is  their  right  to  threaten  his  life  f  Would  it  not  be  more 
proper  in  them  to  withdraw,  if  the  sentiments  did  not  suit  them  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  a  public  speaker  has  the  right  to  get  up  publicly  and  abuse 
another  man  personally. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  more  proper,  if  a  person  disapproves  of  his 
sentiments,  to  withdraw  from  the  crowd  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  we  are  not  all  Christians  and  charitable  people^  you  know, 
and  sometimes  like  to  smite  back  when  we  are  smitten. 

By  Mr.  Blair  ; 

Question,  You  spoke  of  Reynolds,  the  present  auditor  of  the  State ;  when  he  came  to 
your  town  you  had  heard  the  rumor  that  the  negroes  were  coming  up  from  Wilcox 
with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  went  to  him  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  he  disclaimed  that  they  were  coming,  and  assured  you  that  it  was  no 
such  thing. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  he  knew  the  fact  that  they  wore  coming  T 

Answer,  I  was  credibly  informed  afterward  that  he  knew  it^  and  started  with  these 
negroes  from  Mr.  Glover's  plantation.  I  was  one  of  the  committee,  and  he  told  me  that 
ihere  would  not  be  an  armed  negro  in  that  town,  with  his  consent,  on  tbat  day.  I 
atterward  learned  from  respectd.ble  sources — Mr.  Glover  was  one — that  Mr.  Reynolds 
was  with  that  crowd  tbat  morning;  that  he  was  on  horseback,  they  on  foot;  and  he 
started  to  reach  the  town  half  an  hour  before  they  did. 

Question,  \''ou  say  you  never  heard  Doctor  Jones  make  a  speech ;  you  have  heard  of 
his  speeches  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  reputation  which  those  speeches  have  in  the  county,  and  what 
is  the  character  of  the  speeches  which  he  makes  f 

Answer,  They  have  always  been  represented  to  me  as  being  inflammatory  appeals 
made  to  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  men. 

Question,  Inflaming  them  against  the  white  people  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  against  the  democratic  party  especially,  and  they  are  composed 
principally  of  whites. 

Question.  Are  such  speeches  calculated  to  inflame  and  excite  the  violence  of  people 
as  Ignorant  as  negroes  arc  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  so  far  as  I  have  been  informed. 

Question,  You  have  evidence  that  he  has  excited  the  negroes  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  thmk  I  have,  at  least,  from  what  1  have  detailed  heretofore,  in 
advising  them  to  come  armed,  and  meeting  them  at  a  certain  place  of  rendezvous. 
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Demopous,  Alabama,  October  ^,  1871. 
GEORGE  JONES  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Where  do  you  live? 

Answer,  At  Mr.  Joel  Lipscomb's,  two  miles  this  side  of  Jefi^erson,  Marengo  County ; 
he  keeps  a  steam  mill  out  there. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  lived  there?  j 

Answett  I  was  raised  just  afoont  twenty  miles  below  Linden^  thirty  miles  of  Mr.  - 
Lipscomb.    I  have  been  living  with  Mr.  Lipscomb  going  on  two  years  now. 

Qttestiom  State  to  thre  committee  if  you  kno^  of.  any  cases  where  colored  people  have 
been  whipped,  shot  at,  murdered,  or  otherwise  outraged  in  this  cannty. 

Anstcei\  I  know  there  are  some  have  been  whipped,  and  some  have  been  cut  at  Jef- 
ferson. Mr.  John  Beamer  cut  a  black  man  there  at  church  one  Sunday — at  the  black 
people's  church ;  he  cut  the  man  aboat  a  black  woman  that  staid  at  Mr.  Dave  Bui^^s. 

Question.  When  was  that  t 

Anstcer,  That  was  along  this  summer;  along  some  time  in  July. 

Question.  In  the  night  time  or  day  T 

Answer.  In  the  day-time. 

Question.  While  church  was  ^ing  on  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  was  -St  dinner  time,  while  they  were  all  ont;  he  had  taken  hiiB 
to  question  him,  and  he  cross-questioned,  and  he  said  he  disputed  his  word,  and  he  just 
cut  him. 

Question.  Was  anything  done  to  Beamer  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir;  Judge  Oakley  was  with  him  at  the  time  it  was  done.  There  wai 
nothing  at  all  done  with  him  about  it. 

Question,  What  other  case  have  you  known  oft 

Ansicer.  The  last  is  here,  about  two  weeks  ago ;  up  here  at  Mr.  SimmonS'S,  old  Mr.  Louis 
Simmons;  Mr.  Walsh  Elkins,  and  Wade  White,  and  John  White,  went  up  to  Louis 
Simmons's,  where  they  had  preaching  on  Sunday,  and  made  some  black  men  take  their 
breechea  down,  and  wanted  to  whip  them,  and  said  the  black  men  had  accused  them  of 
killing  their  hugs ;  they  had  their  pistols  drawn  on  them,  and  some  other  black  man 
went  off  for  Mr.  Simnions,  the  employer ;  before  he  got  ihere,  they  were  gone. 

Question.  Did  they  whip  this  man  T 

Ansu^er.  No,  sir;  some  one  went  off  immediately  for  Mr.  Simmons,  and  they  were 
afraid  he  would  come,  and  they  didn't  whip  him. 

Question.  Was  this  in  the  day-time? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  on  Sunday,  in  the  day-time. 

Question.  At  the  colored  people's  churcii  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  me  myself  they  had  canght.  Mr.  Oakley  and  another  yonn; 
man,  with  him  from  Linden ;  I  don't  know  that  young  man  from  Linden ;  I  was  not  ac- 
quainted with  him.  They  wanted  to  take  me  and  whip  me.  Mr.  Oakley  inquired  of  Mr.  Ab 
Williams  (it  was  right  before  his  door)  if  he  bad  any  scissors  to  sell.  He  says,  **  Sell 
me  a  pair;  I  want  to  cut  off  this  damned  son  of  a  bitch's  hair."  He  said,  "  That  won't 
do."  He  said,  "Lend  me  a  pair."  He  said  he  would  not.  He  wanted  him  again  to 
sell  him  a  pair.  He  would  not ;  he  said  he  would  not  do  it,  and  not  to  bother  the  boy, 
he  wasn't  uoing  anything;  then  he  would  not  let  him  have  the  scissors;  and  he  took 
his  pocket-knife  and  cut  two  bunches,  two  hands-fu>l,  of  hair  out  of  my  head  with  hn 
pocket-knife.    There  were  men  standing  thel^  saw  it  done. 

Question.  What  grudge  had  ho  against  you  ? 

Answer.  When  1  first  went  to  Lipscomb's  I  went  with  an  Irishman.  Ho  hired  me 
here  in  town,  and  carried  me  out  there  to  stay  with  him ;  and  the  Inshraan  got  a 
notion  of  marrying,  and  wanted  me  to  leave  Lipscomb's;  I  wouldn't  do  it ;  and  Mr. 
Oakley  was  very  thick  with  the  Irishman,  and  because  I  wouldn't  follow  the  Irishman 
he  wanted  to  whip  me  about  it;  and  he  said  I  thought  myself  a  white  man ;  because  I 
ha<l  been  at  Lipscomb's,  I  thought  myself  as  large  as  Joel  Lipscomb,  sitting  up  in  a 
carriage;  that  he  was  going  to  put  me  in  a  nigger's  place;  that  I  thought  I  was  a 
white  man,  and  was  getting  too  high. 

Question.  You  call  him  Judge  Oakley ;  of  what  court  was  he  judge  f 

Answer.  He  was  a  judge  in  the  time  of  the  war,  I  think.  I  thiuK  that  is  the  way  it 
was. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  in  good  standing  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  was  not  respected  anywhere,  by  anybody,  white  or  black.  I 
know  he  was  not  respected  by  any  black  people  that  1  know  of. "  But  he  is  dead  now ; 
ho  died  last  Saturday.  And  Mr.  John  Beamer  is  dead  ;  he  died  about  two  months  a^o. 
They  were  the  two  worst  men  in  that  beat  for  bothering  people ;  and  they  wore  maa 
who  caused  pretty  much  all  the  rows  in  that  neighborhood.  Since  Mr.  Beaoier  has 
been  dead,  it  has  been  pretty  calm  down  around  that  settlement.  Mr.  Oakley,  thoogl^ 
has  been  going  about  trying  to  run  over  them. 
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Question,  Have  you  ever  seen  any  men  in  disgaise,  or  En-Klux,  traveling  through 
the  county  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  never  seen  hone. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  them  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  of  some  that  went  to  JeflTerson  one  night,  and  killed  a 
black  mau.  • 

Question,  Who  did  they  kill  T 

Answer.  Old  man  Robin  Westbrook. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  their  committing  any  other  violence  ? 

Answer,  NothiA  more  than  just  whipping  people  when  they  met  them;  they  met 
them  often  at  nights ;  they  waylaid  the  road  for  people. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  of  their  whipping  many  negroes  T 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir ;  I  know  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  that  done. 

QucsOon,  Have  you  talked  with  any  of  the  negroes  who  were  whipped  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  talked  with  some  of  .them  that  has  been  whipped. 

Question,  What  did  they  tell  you  ?  "  ^ 

Answer.  There  was  a  man  is  here  now  was  one  of  them.  ^ 

Qtiesiion.  Who  is  he  f 

Answer.  I  forget  his  name ;  he  worked  there  with  me  awhile ;  I  forget  his  name. 
They  took  him  on  a  Saturday  evening,  I  think  it  was,  and  Walsh  Elkins  drew  a  gu^ 
on  him,  and  made  him  stop,  and  let  Mr.  John  Beamer  beat  him.    They  cut  great  gafihea 
in  his  head;  they  struck  him  over  the  head  with  a  light-wood  knot.    Walsh  Elkins 
drew  his  gun  on  hira  and  made  him  stop.    Wade  White  was  with  him, at  the  time. 

Question,  What  other  negroes  have  been  whipped  ? 

Anmca-.  I  know  Mr.  Oakley  whipped  Sam  White.  I  saw  him  knock  him  over  the 
head  with  a  stick  my  own  self. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  particularly  of  cases  where  negroes  have  been  whipped  at 
night,  by  men  in  disguise ;  have  you  heard  of  many  such  cases  as  that  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  but  one  case  of  that  kind,  and  that  was  when  that 
man  was  killed. 

Question.  Westbrook  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  there  a  man  whipped  the  same  night  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  that  I  know  of;  they  killed  a  man  that  night.  The  night  these 
men  were  seen  a  man  was  killed — Robin  Westbrook.  I  uuderstood  he  was  shot  and 
beat  to  death. 

Question.  What  other  ne^oes  have  you  heard  of  as  being  whipped  or  otherwise  out- 
raged by  the  Ku-Klux,  beside  these  you  have  mentioned  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  more,  sir,  to  my  recollection  ;  there  was  one  Dr. 
Smith  beat  a  black  man  very  bad  down  in  Jefferson,  one  night ;  I  don't  remember  his 
name ;  ho  lived  down  with  Mr.  Whitfield. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  black  man  after  Dr.  Smith  beat  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  knocked  him  down  with  a  club,  and  he  lay  there  like  he  was 
dead,  for  a  minute  or  two. 

Question.  Was  he  badly  injured  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  Dr.  Smith  cut  great  gashes  in  his  head. 

Question.  Did  you  see  that  t 

Answer',  Yes.  <«r ;  and  plenty  more  men  saw  it. 

Question.  What  kind  of  a  stick  did  Dr.  Smith  strike  him  with  f 

Answer.  It  looked  to  me  like  a  hickory  stick. 

Question.  Did  he  do  anything  more  than  knock  him  down  T 

Ansieer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  came  it  T 

Answer.  They  said  he  stole  some  nants  out  of  a  store,  and  they  sent  some  black  men 
down  the  road  to  overtake  him,  and  when  they  overtook  him  he  didn't  have  the  pants, 
and  they  sent  some  back,  and  they  searched  around  and  found  some  pants,  and  because 
ho  wouldn't  acknowledge  he  took  them  he  knocked  him  down,  and  the  store  wasn't 
his  own  neither ;  it  was  down  in  Mr.  James  Williams's  store. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  it  was  made  the  attack  upou  Dr.  Smith  T 

Answer.  No,  sir.    1  was  not  at  home  at  the  time  that  was  done.    1  w«  in  Selma. 

Question.  There  are  certain  men  in  jail  now  for  that  f 

Answe):  Yes,  sir ;  they  say  so. 

Question,  What  do  you  know  of  any  men  being  taken  np  and  whipped,  in  order  to 
make  them  confess  who  it  was  that  fired  upon  Dr.  Smith  f 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  heard  when  I  got  home.  I  heard  that  was  done ;  that  Mr. 
Oakley,  and,  I  think  they  said  Mr.  Tob  Kelly,  whipped  the  boys  to  make  them  say  it 
waa  them  shot  at  him. 

Question.  How  many,  did  you  understand,  were  whipped  to  make  them^  Confess  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  but  one  ;  he  was  whipped  badly.       Digitized  by  vjOOQIC 

Question,  Lewis  t 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir,  Lewis.  i 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  any  others  were  whipped  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  to  my  recollection ;  anyhow,  I  heard  that  he  was  whipped 
hadly ;  ho  was  impudent,  they  said,  and  talked  too.  independent,  and  they  beat  him 
miffhty  badly,  and  made  him  own  up. 

Question.  Did  yon  hear  that  they  made  him  give  the  names  of  certain  persons  who 
fired  on  Dr.  Smith  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qtiestion.  What  did  you  hear  they  made  him  confess  T 

Answer.  I  heard  they  made  him  say  it  was  him,  and  Green,  and  Jack,  and  them 
other  boys,  that  shot  at  Dr.  Smith ;  but  he  said  that  Jack  didn't  shoot ;  that  Jack  nev^ 
shot  at  him ;  that  Jack  fired  his  gun  at  the  time  they  were  shooting,  but  never  shot  at 
him  ;  that  is  what  I  understood  ho  said. 

Question.  How  did  it  happen,  if  there  were  so  many  shooting  at  Dr.  Smith,  with  a 
purpose  of  hitting  him,  that  he  never  received  any  wound  at  all  ? 

Answer.  1  don't  know  how  that  happened ;  they  said  ho  went  up  to  one  black  man's 
house  to  see  a  sick  child,  and  was  coming  riding  out  of  the  gate,  to  come  out  and  off  a 
piece,  and  they  began  to  fire  at  him,  and  he  just  put  spurs  to  his  horse  and  went. 

Question.  Is  it  supposed  they  intended  to  hit  him,  or  scare  him  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  never  heard  anybody  say  whether  the  boys  went  there 
with  the  intention  of  killing  him  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Did  you  not  hear  it  said  that  they  meant  to  kill  him  for  striding  tiiat 
negro! 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  never  heard  that  they  said  that,  because  I  know  some  of  the 
boys  they  have  got  in  there ;  I  am  very  well  acquainted  with  them,  because  I  had  some 
of  them  hired,  working  with  me,  and'l  never  heard  them  say  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Qnesiion.  You  do  not  suppose  they  would  tell  you  they  meant  to  kill  him  t 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  sir.    I  was  very  well  acquainted  with  the  boys. 

Qu4^tion.  If  a  man  is  going  to  kill  another,  he  would  not  be  likely  to  tell  you  t 

Ansicer.  There  is  one  thing  makes  it  hard  on  the  boys ;  there  is  some  of  the  boys 
that  married  gals  that  white  men  had  been  keeping,  and  they  were  bitterly  opposed 
to  it,  and  that  is  what  made  them  beat  them  so  bad  as  they  did. 

Question.  Beat  who  f 

Answer.  These  boys  in  jail ;  some  of  them  married  girls  those  white  men  had  been 
keeping,  and  they  were  against  them,  and  didn't  want  the  boys  to  have  them  ;  and  they 
would  nave  them  ;  that  was  the  occasion  of  his  beating  him  as  bad  as  he  did. 

Question.  Who  did  you  hear  beat  them  T 

Anstcer.  Mr.  Oakley,  Mr.  Tob  Kelly,  so  I  heard ;  and  they  said  Tob  Kelly  said,  "  By 
God,  it  was  no  use  to  rear,"  and  "  they  all  had  this  country  and  power,  and  intended 
to  hold  it." 

Question.  Who  did  he  say  that  to  T 

Answer.  He  spoke  to  the  boys  they  had  prisoners ;  this  here  Lewis  was  stoot  and 
heai'ty,  an  independent  sort  oi  a  fellow,  and  he  made  that  remark  to  Lewis. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  the«e  boys  who  were  in  jail  here,  boys  of  good  character  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  respected  by  men,  except  them  meu  that  had  charge  of 
them,  bringing  them  here,  because  they  were  against  them  anyhow,  on  account  of 
them  gals ;  they  were  good,  respectable  boys ;  some  of  them  carriage-drivers  and  supei^ 
intending  around  the  house. 

Question.  You  do  not  believe  they  were  concerned  in  shooting  at  Dr.  Smith  at  all  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  never  have  believed  it. 

Question.  You  believe  they  were  arrested  and  put  in  jail  just  because  they  had  inter- 
fered with  the  lusts  of  these  white  men  t 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  isjust  what  I  thou<jht,  and  I  think  it  yet :  and  I  think  that  it 
why  they  did  me  as  they  did :  I  married,  and  they  didn't  want  mo  to  many ;  they  said 
if  I  married  tjiat  gal,  I  would  have  to  quit  the  country. 

Question.  Who  told  that  f 

Anstcer.  Mr.  Oakley  said  so. 

Question.  Did  he  claim  her  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  he  would  claim  any  one  else's. 

Question.  Was  he  a  man  in  the  habit  of  associating  with  the  colored  girls  ? 

-^w«tper.  Yes,  sir,  he  was  that ;  *Mr.  Tob  Kelly  is  another,  and  Mr.  George  Whitfield  is 
another;  be  has  got  one  now;  Mr.  Watt  Bradley  is  another;  he  has  got  one  now;  he 
attends  to  the  business  for  Mr.  George  Whitfield.  If  I  was  to  go  to  Jefierson  to-ni^t, 
and  would  be  talking  to  one  of  the  girls,  and  he  would  hear  me,  he  would  come  and 
knock  me.  ^ 
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Question.  Is  it  a  common  thing  for  white  men  in  this  part  of  the  country  to  sleep 
with  colored  women  1 

Anatoer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  known  by  everybody  about  this  country.  If  they  don't  let 
it  be  known  to  other  people,  the  people  all  around  the  settlement  knows  it,  white  and 
black.    Mr.  Press  Chancy  is  auother  that  has  got  a  black  girl. 

QuesHon.  Are  these  all  married  men  f 

Anaioer.  No,  sir ;  they  are  not  any  one  married. 

Question.  All  young  men? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  are  not  right  young,  but  settled  men,  about  like  that  man, 
fsergeant-at-arms;!  and  old  man  Beaman  is  almost  as  bad ;  he  is  about  like  that  man, 
[Mr.  Pratt  ;1  about  that  age.    They  have  rode  there  at  Mr.  Lipscomb's  lots  at  night. 

Question.  Uo  the  colored  women  prefer  white  lovers  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  tliey  do. 

Question.  Was  Lewis  whipped  before  he  was  put  in  jail  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  whipped  between  where  he  was  taken  up  and  in  jail. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  Dr.  Smith  was  present  when  Lewis  was  whipped  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  don't  know  whether  he  was  present  or  not.  They  whipped  some 
of  them  right  at  Jeflerson— right  in  Jefferson ;  at  the  time  Mr.  Kelly  made  that  remark 
about  himuaving  the  country  in  power,  they  beat  them  then. 

Question.  How  many  were  whipped  or  beaten  then  T 

Answer.  1  don't  know  exactly ;  I  am  sure  Lewis  was  whipped,  because  he  was  sore 
and  sick  from  the  beating  after  he  was  put  in  jail. 

Question.  Did  Dr.  Smith  live  in  that  town — Jefferson  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  right  there. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  this  beating  was  done  with  Dr.  Smith's  knowledge  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  sir ;  I  can't  be  sure  about  that. 

Question.  Dr.  Smith  is  regarded  as  a  very  good  man,  is  he  notf 

Answei'.  Yes,  sir;  he  always  has  been. 

QuesHon.  Respected  by  both  races  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  by  white  and  black,  up  to  the  time  old  man  Robin  was  killed ;  and 
I  heard  he  had  a  hand  in  that ;  I  heard  he  was  the  occasion  of  his  being  killetl.  And 
since  then  the  people  are  all  down  on  him,  ever  since  his  death ;  some  of  the  white 
people,  even,  are  down  on  him.  > 

Question.  What  did  you  hear  Dr.  Smith  had  to  do  with  the  death  of  Westbl-ook  T 

Answer.  Dr.  Smith  had  him  hired,  and  he  wouldn't  work  at  the  place  long,  and  kept 
qnitting  Dr.  Smith,  and  somehow  Dr.  Smith  had  him  put  in  jau ;  and  somehow  he 
got  out  of  jail  and  went  back,  and  Dr.  Smith  went  to  the  neighbors  in  Jefferson ;  and 
they  said  they  ^ave  him  so  long  to  ^et  away  from  there,  to  get  out  of  the  town,  and 
he  wouldn't  do  it;  and  Dr.  Smith  said  he  threatened  to  burn  up  his  house,  &c.,  and 
said  if  he  didn't  leave  the  town  ho  would  wish  he  had  ;  and  from  that  talk,  and  the 
death  of  him,  the  people  think  he  was  the  occasion  of  his  being  killed. 

Question.  That  is  rumor ;  you  do  not  know  that  that  is  true ;  you  do  not  know  that 
Dr.  Smith  ever  said  these  things  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  is  what  I  heard.    I  did  not  hear  him  say  so. 

Question.  Were  Oakley  and  Kelly  friends  of  Dr.  Smith  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  all  thick. 

Question.  Were  they  intimate  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  Dr.  Smith  associate  with  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  reason  I  say  so  was,  because  he  was  doctor,  and  they  got  sick 
they  would  send  for  him. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  he  was  a  companion  with  them,  and  would  join  them  in 
conversation  in  general  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  Dr.  Smith  in  company  with  them,  except  at  Mr.  Wil- 
liams's store,  the  night  they  beat  that  man ;  it  was  no  time  from  that  that  old  Robin 
was  killed.  That  was  the  hrst  time  I  saw  him  mixed  with  these  men  that  were  fight- 
ing. 

Question.  Did  yon  see  Westbrook  after  he  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  see  him.  The  old  woman,  Robin's  wife,  said  the  men  made 
the  remark  that  night,  "  You're  dead,  and  you  may  stay  here  now  until  we  put  you 
away,  and  if  anybody  puts  yon  away  we'll  put  them  away ;"  and  so  black  people  were 
afraid  to  go  there,  and  then  Mrs.  Westbrook  had  two  or  three  men  to  come  and  bury 
him  that  evening,  any  way. 

By  Mr.  Blair  :  • 

Question.  Who  is  Mrs.  Westbrook  T 
Answer*  Mary   Westbrook — ^Mr.  Lipscomb's  sister—the  sister  of  the-^man  I  rlived 

with.  ,tizedbyLjOOQle 

Question.  She  had  him  buried  f 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir :  I  don't  know  as  she  sent  them  to  bury  him,  bat  the  men  woildsgan 
ber  place  went  and  biirie<l  him. 

Question,  Who  did  Robin  Westbrook's  wife  say  killed  him  T 

Anstcer,  She  said  Dr.  Smith  was  there  for  one;  she  said  sho  was  pretty  certain;  and 
John  Ellis ;  and  she  said  Watt  Bradley. 

Question.  Who  elsot 

Ansiver,  That  is  all  I  heard  her  say  ;  she  called  them  names. 

Question,  She  spoke  very  positively  about  them  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  she  said  she  conld  not  see  their  faces ;  bu^^she  was  right  there  with 
them,  and  knew  them  all  her  life  pretty  well ;  and  knew  the  shape,  and  how  ^o  men 
were  made,  and  jnst  went  from  that— by  the  legs  and  shape. 

Question,  Knew  the  voices  too  f 

Answer,  Thi;y  sort  of  changed  the  voices,  but  she  said,  at  the  time  they  were  killing 
him,  and  going  on,  they  woiUd  speak  so  that  she  could  catch  the  voices;  they  would 
forget,  I  reckon,  and  speak  in  a  way  they  didn't  want  to  speak. 
.    Question.  When  did  you  hear  her  talking  about  it  f 

Answer,  In  a  day  or  two  afterward. 

Question.  And  frequently  since  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  about  three  or  four  weeks  ago,  here  in  town. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  her  talk  about  it  to-day  t 

Answer  No,  sir. 

Question.  Or  yesterday  T 

Answer.  No,  sir.    I  have  not  seen  her  for  two  or  three  weeks. 

Question.  You  are  sure  she  said  Dr.  Smith  was  there  ? 

Answei:  Yes,  sir;  she  said  she  was  certain  he  was  there — ^like  it  was  done  to-night. 
Dr.  Smith  was  missing  from  home,  and  was  gone  two  or  three  days,  and  when  Dr. 
Smith  did  get  home  he  went  in  bed ;  he  was  wounded  or  got  hurt ;  that  is  what  made 
her  believe  it  was  Dr.  Smith  who  was  home;  that  he  was  one.  1  know  Dr.  Smith  was 
sick,  and  was  away  from  home,  because  I  went  to  Jefferson,  where  he  lived,  and  be 
was  not  at  home,  and  his  wife  sayl  she  didn't  know  where  he  was;  that  he  went  off 
that  night,  and  she  didn't  know  where  he  was,  and  when  he  did  come  home  he  came 
home  Wounded  ;  she  said  that  there  was  a  man  got  wounded,  and  they  picked  him  up 
and  carried  him  off,  and  left  her  husband  lying  there ;  that  is  the  reason  the  man  said, 
"  I  have  killed  you  now,  and  you  will  lie  here  until  I  put  you  away ;"  it  was  moet  day, 
and  they  hurried  off  with  this  wounded  man,  and  Dr.  Smith  was  missed  from  home 
two  or  three  days. 

Question.  Did  she  say  she  recognized  Dr.  Smith  by  his  size  and  shape  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  man  that  was  struck  was  about  his  size  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QueMion.  He  was  badly  wounded  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  because  he  lay  in  bis  bed  some  time. 

Question.  Whereabouts  was  he  wounded  f 

Answer.  I  never  learned  whereabout. 

Question.  What  wjis  he  struck  with  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  I  didn't  ask;  they  said  the  old  man  was  fighting  when  they 
were  shooting  at  him,  and  he  hit  him  with  something,  I  never  learned  what. 

Question.  She  was  very  positive  about  Smith  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  about  Smith  and  Johnny  Ellis;  a  little  low  duek-legg^d  man ;  any- 
body could  tell  him  when  they  saw  him. 

Question.  She  knew  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  she  was  pretty  certain  about  him,  because  when  they  started  off 
he  dropped  his  hat — he  must  have  been  excited  some  way — and  when  he  got  off  a 
piece,  some  oue  hollered  to  him,  "John,  where's  your  hatt"  and  he  ran  backhand  got 
his  hat. 

Question.  Who  else  was  it  she  said  she  knew  t 

Answer.  Them,  she  said,  she  was  pretty  certain  of,  but  the  balance  of  them — ^Watt 
Bratlley,  she  spoke  of  him,  and  thinkd  he  was  one  of  them ;  he  stays  at  Mr.  George 
Whitfield's,  and  attends  to  business  for  him  ;  that  is  what  she  said. 

Question,  When  did  she  tell  you  that — immediately  after  he  was  killed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  directly  after  he  was  killed  ;  she  was  going  about  there,  and 
troubled,  ^d  didu^t  know  where  to  go  to  be  safe;  that  they  might  kill  her;  she  said 
when  they  came  in  that  night,  they  told  her  to  stand  back  and  make  herself  easy ;  that 
they  wanted  her  boy,  Robin,  but  didn't  want  her.  "We  want  your  Robin,  andiKffi*t 
want  you ;  make  yourself  easy." 

By  the  Chairman  ; 
Question.  Did  she  think  they  wore  all  white  men  who  came  theftTand  kiHed  her  ins* 

baudf  Digitized  by  VJ' 

Answo'.  I  heard  her  say  she  thought  there  was  some  black  men  with  them,  becaott 
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there  was  a  crowd  of  men  that  staid  out  of  doors,  and  the  ones  that  staid  oat  of  doors, 
she  thought,  was  block  men. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  She  says  she  went  out,  and  one  of  the  men  out  of  doors  had  no  cover  over 
his  face,  no  disguise. 

Anmoer.  I  never  heard  her  say  that. 

Queation,  Did  she  not  say  she  wont  out  while  these  men  were  attacking  her  hus- 
band t 

Angwer,  I  never  heard  her  say  she  went  out.  She  said  a  crowd  was  standing  out 
doors,  and  she  thinks  they  were  black  men  ;  whea  they  started  off,  that  was  the  time 
this  man  dropped  his  hat,  and  she  was  out  doors  then. 

Question,  what  made  her  think  those  out  of  doors  were  black  men  t 

Anstver,  I  don't  know ;  it  may  have  been  from  the  actions.  I  heard  her  make  that 
remark ;  in  fact  I  have  known  some  black  people  were  very  thick  with  them  myself; 
whether  they  went  with  them  in  such  a  thing  as  that  I  don't  know ;  I  mean  thick  with 
Mr.  Oakley  and  them  men. 

QiiesHon.  t>id  she  say  Oakley  was  there  t 

Answer,  O,  yes;  she  said  he  was  there:  she  knew  him  by  his  walk;  he  was  a 
short-legged  man,  a  crippled  man,  one  long  leg  and  one  short  one. 

Question.  That  makes  four :  Watt  Bradley,  Oakley,  John  Ellis,  and  Dr.  Smith  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  her  call  them  names,  and  what  maae  h^ believe  so  strong 
of  Dr.  Smith  was  his  leaving  home  that  night,  being  missed  from  home  and  coming 
home  wounded.  When  the  men  took  him  away  from  the  house  to  kill  this  man,  they 
didn't  go  toward  Dr.  Smith's  house  with  this  wounded  man,  but  back  toward  the 
woods,  down  toward  Judd  Oakley's. 

Question.  There  was  a  coroner's  inqncst  over  the  body,  was  there  not  t 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  there  was. 

Question.  Did  not  lifr.  Jackson,  a  lawyer,  come  there  from  Linden  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  as  I  know  of.    I  didn't  go  out  there,  though. 

Question.  Did  she  make  any  complaints  against  th&e  i>ebple  to  the  anthorities  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  she  was  scared  to  do  it ;  she  was  afraid  to  say  anything. 

Question.  She  told  you  f 

Answer.  No,  she  was  not  talking  to  me,  but  talking  to  people  at  church;  I  heard 
them  talking  riffht  in  the  cburch-yud. 

Question,  To  tlhe  black  people  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  what  black  people  she  was  talking  to  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  think  Jim  Finch  and  Jim  Finch's  wife,  and  Sam  White.  I  don't 
know  who,  but  I  know  there  was  a  whole  crowd,  and  it  was  shortly  after  he  was 
killed ;  and  I  heard  her  make  use  of  them  words  right  there  at  the  chnrch-yard,  at  the 
same  time  the  white  men  were  then  lying  around  the  church.  They  would  ^  and  lie 
around  the  church  as  long  as  there  was  anybody  on  the  ground.  That  is  how  she 
came  to  start  to  talk  about  them ;  they  rode  up  in  the  church-yard,  and  they  com- 
menced talking  about  it. 

Question.  Did  these  men  Oakley,  Smith,  and  the  rest  ride  np  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  Oakley  and  Beaman  rode  up  to  the  church-yard. 

Question.  Did  she  know  Beaman  was  there  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  She  said,  *^  You  is  the  two  grand  rascals  now  that  took  my  hus- 
band's Hfe." 

Question.  Beaman  and  Oakley  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  and  she  went  on  and  called  Mr.  Watt  Bradley's  name,  and  John 
Ellis's  name,  and  Dr.  Smith. 

Question.  She  arpoke  as  if  she  was  perfectly  certain  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  she  talked  like  she  was  willing  to  go  any  place  and  say  so. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  she  has  sworn  anywhere  that  they  were  there 
that  night  t  ^ 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  know  she  has  not;  because  she  was  scared ;  she  never  went  any- 
where. 

Question,  Did  she  speak  of  anybody  else  she  knew  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  as  I  know  of. 

Question.  How  many  did  she  say  were  there  t 

Answer,  I  never  heard  her  say ;  but  a  good  crowd  of  them,  a  big  crowd. 

Question.  Did  she  say  she  did  not  know  any  more  of  them  than  these  five  you  have 
mentioned  f  • 

Ansicer.  That  is  all  I  heard  her  call  the  names  of  that  she  was  pretty  certain. 

Question.  Did  she  say  she  knew  any  of  the  others  f  r^  i 

Answer.  Noj  sir;  she  didn't  say  she  knew  any  of  the  others.    Digitized  by  CjOOQIc 

Question.  Did  she  say  those  were  all  that  she  knew  t  o 

88  a 
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• 

Annoer,  No ;  she  didn't  Bay  that  was  all;  that  was  all  the  munes  I  heard  her  maks 
the  remark  about. 

Question,  She  said  positively  that  Smith  was  the  man  who  was  strack  T 
-    Answer.  She  was  satisfied  of  Dr.  Smith. 

Question,  That  he  was  the  man  who  was  strnck  t 

Anmoer.  Tes,  sir;  she  thought  it  all  the  time:  and  then,  after  he  was  missed  from 
home  and  came  home  wounded,  she  was  satisfiecU 

QueeUan*  What  didvDr.  Smith  have  on— a  discuise  T 

Answer.  She  said  he  had  something  over  his  fiice  with  red  eyebrows,  I  think,  and  a 
red  nose,  and  a  mouth,  and  some  of  the  women  s{K>ke  then,  and  said  they  were  iaoes; 
she  said  I  never  saw  none  of  the  faoes  before.      > 

Qwesiion,  Her  son  was  there  too  t 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir;  he  was  in  the  house  when  they  started;  somehow,  when  they 
were  fighting  at  his  &ther,  he  got  out,  and  I  think  when  he  got  out  by  her,  aome  two 
or  three  shot  at  him.  / 

Que$U»n.  Did  you  talk  to  Tiller  Beeset 

Ansuoer,  Yes,  sir;  I  have  talked  to  him.  I  saw  him  yesterdi^  evening,  and  I  was 
talking  to  him. 

QMeatUm,  Did  he  say  he  knew  any  of  the  people  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  he  didn't  say  for  certain  ne  knew  any  of  them. 

Quetlian.  What  did  he  say  t 

Answer.  1  have  got  his  belief  about  it,  and  he  has  got  his  belief,  that  it  was  Dr. 
Smith,  and  Mr.  Owey,  and  Mr.  Beaman;  just  the  same  ones  his  mother  has;  he  believes 
that  strong. 

QuesHon.  Did  he  tell  yon  yesterday  evening  he  believed  these  men  were  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  frightened,  and  got  out  as  quick  as  he  could,  out  of  tiie 
house,  and  he  didn't  see  the  ban  his  mother  saw,  because  she  staid  in  the  house. 

Question,  He  is  very  positive  about  Dr.  Smith,  though  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  uiey  all  hang  on  him ;  and  Dr.  Smith  is  expidoned  by  ri^it  smart 
of  the  white  people ;  expicioned  oecause  he  has  been  doing  the  doctoring  for  Mr.  Lips- 
comb, and  he  has  quit  him  since.'  Dr.  Smith  has  not  been-to  Mr.  Lipscomb's  dneo  tfat 
thing  occurred. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  he  suspects  him  f 

Answer.  I  thmk  so,  mighty  strong,  beganse  he  and  Mr.  Lipscomb  were  great  old 
cronies  before  that  He  would  go  to  his  house  and  they  would  talk,  and  he  would 
always  send  for  him  as  a  doctor :  he  has  never  had  him  on  the  place  since  that  time. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Lipscomb  say  why  he  did  not  have  him  there  t 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  never  heard  Mr.  Lipsoomb  sa^  that  myself,  but  I  heard  Harriet 
the  house  servant— I  heard  her  say  so ;  she  staid  about  the  bouse.  She  said,  "  I  heara 
Massa  Joe  say  he  would  never  have  any  more  use  for  Dr.  Smith." 

By  the  Chaibman: 

Question,  Are  the  colored  people  in  that  part  of  the  ooonty  afitiid  of  the  Ku-Kfaixf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  are. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  of  them  staying  out  in  the  woods  at  ni^t  fbr  fear  of 
theKu-Kluxt 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  none  that  stays  out  in  the  woods  on  aooonnt  of  (he 
Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  afiy  having  left  that  part  of  the  country  for  fear  of  the 
Ku-Klnx  T 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  don't  believe  I  know  any  that  has  left  on  aooonnt  of  that,  except 
what  has  come  back;  in  the  time  old  man  Bobin  was  killed,  a  good  many  left;  I  kift 
myself,  and  some  throe  or  four  more  around  the  settlement. 

Question,  What  did  you  leave  fbr  f 

Answer,  Before  they  killed  him  Mr.  Oakley  tried  to  whip  me,  at  Jefferson,  one  night, 
and  I  was  afraid,  after  they  killed  him,  that  they  would  come  to  my  honse. 

Question.  You  say  othero  left  for  the  same  reason  you  didt 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  men  right  on  our  plantation  would  have  left,  bnt  Mr.  U^eeomb 
kept  after  them  and  ffot  them  to  stay. 

Question.  Where  colored  men  have  been  mistreated,  are  they  afraid  to  go  and  make 
complaint  before  an  officer  of  the  law,  for  fear  they  will  be  Kn-Kluxedt 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  that  a  very  general  £dar  among  the  colored  people  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then,  if  they  suspect  or  know  of  the  names  of  persons  who  have  Iqjnred 
them,  are  they  afraid  to  go  and  testify  as  to  those  names  t 

Answer,  Yes^  sir ;  they  are  afraid  to  go  an^  report  the  men  that  bother  theasj  hi  Ht. 
Oakley's  life-time,  and  Mr.  Seaman's,  if  I  had  come  here  and  reported  Mr.  OtSkkf^ 
next  day  after  he  bothered  me,  he  would  have  shot  mo  the  first  chance  he  got  »  n% 
or  he  would  have  beat  me  nearly  to  death ;  and  that  was  the  reason  so  mnA  WM  tar* 
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Tied  on  around  there  in  Jeifenon ;  be  would  beat  the  folks,  and  knock  them  about,  and 
nobody  would  report  him. 

QuettioH,  Have  you  heard  it  said  that  where  the  Ku-Klux  abated  people  they  told 
them  if  thev  reported  it  they  would  come  back  and  kill  them  1 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  that.  I  have  beard  the  people  eay  if  they  did  report 
them  they  would  kill  them,  but  I  never  heard  them  say  so;  it  was  the  people  tiiey 
bothered;  and  I  was  afraid  to  do  it  on  that  account. 

QueiHan,  Do  you  think  that  fear  is  shared  by  the  oolored  peojple  generally  f 

Answer,  Tes,sir;  they  all  feel  that  way;  but  the  thing  is  gettmg  pretty  much  quieted 
down  in  that  part  of  the  ooontiy  now. 

QuestUm.  Ton  think  these  two  men  were  the  ringleaders  of  these  acts  of  violMiee  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  the  ringleaders :  always  the  very  head  men. 

Questkm,  Were  th^  cuf^sed  to  oe  Ku-Klux  t 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  uiese  two  were  called  the  captains. 

QuesHan.  Captains  of  the  Eu-Kluz  t 

Answer,  Te&  sir:  they  were  oalled  that  among  the  people  wfaieh  they  had  been  both- 
ering. After  Mr.  Seaman's  death  there  was  a  change,  because  Mr.  Onkley  couldn't  get 
DO  men  to  run  with  him|  and  there  was  a  change  after  his  death. 


Demofoijs,  Alabama,  Octeher  26, 1871. 

SHEPERD  FENDEB80N  (oolored)  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chaibman.  This  witness  is  called  by  the  minority  and  will  be  examined  by 
General  Blair. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
'  QuesUen,  Where  do  yen  live  t 

Answer,  Three  and  a  half  miles  from  Jefferson,  in  this  county. 

Questum.  What  do  you  dot 

^Mto£r.  Ifarm.sir. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  lived  there  f 

Answer.  I  have  been  living  at  this  place  two  years. 

Ouestion,  Sheperd,  do  you  know  anything  in  regard  to  the  killing  of  a  man  named 
BobinWestbrookf 

Answer,  He  was  living  in  three  and  a  half  miles  of  me,  where  he  was  killed,  at  Jef- 
ferson. So  far  as  knowmg  who  killed  him,  personally,  I  cannot  say,  but  he  was  shot 
there  at  a  place  of  Mr.  If  at.  Norwood's. 

QmesU&n.  Tou  were  there  anon  afterward  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  were  not. 

Questum.  Did  you  know  Bobin  t 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  What  sort  of  a  man  was  het 

Answer.  He  was  a  very  talkative  man,  but  very  little  harm  in  him,  so  fiff  as  I  know. 

Question,  Quarrelsome  f 

Answer.  No.  sir;  not  qaainelsome.  He  Uved  close  beside  me,  at  Mr.  Kelly*s  place. 
Be  worked  there  after  neing  in  Jail  at  Linden,  and  cleared  at  the  triaL  Br.  Smith 
Imd  him  put  in  JaiL  After  that,  he  went  to  live  with  Mr.  Kelly,  who  wanted 
bim  to  work  there,  for  fear  of  an  accident— some  of  them  might  trouble  him.  He 
went  np  to  where  his  wife  cooked  for  Mr.  Norwood,  only  a  day  and  a  half  before  he 
was  killed.    He  expected  to  move  away  the  next  morning  to  Mr.  Calvin  Dyer's  place. 

Que^^on.  Didyo«  talk  with  his  wife  after  his  death? 

Answer.  I  talked  a  little  with  her. 

Question.  Did  she  say  who  killed  him  T 

Answst.  flhe  had  an  idea  who  killed  him ;  but  she  said  to  me  she  feared  to  say  who 
it  was.    She  seemed  to  know,  but  was  afraid  to  say. 

Question.  She  did  not  tell  you,  then  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  she  tell  you  any  cause  that  was  likely  to  have  led  to  it  f 

Answer.  She  did  not. 

Question.  Did  she  intimate  any  dispute  he  had  had  with  any  one  f 

Amswer.  None  at  all,  sir.  Tes,  he  had  one  with  this  man  Crudip ;  he  had  a  little  dis- 
pute with  him.  In  his  drinking  way,  Mr.  Crudip  was  very  annoying  when  he  ffot  to 
drinkinff— catching  and  pulling  you  about  when  he  was  drunk.  Outside  of  tnat,  I 
beard  of  none. 

Question.  Did  she  attribute  his  killing  to  his  political  sentiments ;  that  any  one  killed 
him  on  that  acconntt 

Answer.  No,  sir;  she  wouldn't  come  out  right  plain  and  say  to  me,  there  at  the 
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church,  right  plain,  after  the  bnrial  of  him ;  bnt  she  toid,  *'  I  knew  who  they  weie,fiQr 
he  had  a  dog-iron,  and  he  made  a  mark  npon  one  I  know.''  I  asked  which  one.  8b» 
said,  ^  1  dare  not  say.    If  I  did,  I  could  not  stay  until  to-morrow  morning." 

Qiteetion,  She  did  not,  tiien,  intimate  to  you  who  the  parties  were  that  she  SBspectedf 

An9wer,  No,  sir. 

QuwHon,  Did  yon  hear  of  her  telling  any  one  else  t 

Answer,  I  did  not.  v 

Question.  Never  whilst  she  was  there  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  you  were  present  in  the  church  at  that  time  when  she  was  taOdog 
in  the  churchyard  r 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  two  white  men  ride  up  in  the  jtatd  at  that  timet 

Answer,  I  believe  thev  did — ^tbey  dio,  sir. 

QvMtion,  Who  were  they  t 

Answer.  Let  me  see  who  they  were.  There  was  always  four  or  five  or  rix  eroinDg 
around  the  church. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  OaUey  one  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  one. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Was  Beaman  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  Mr.  Beaman  was  not  there. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Watt  Bradley  one  of  them  f 

Anstver,  No,  sir.    fiill  Wade  White  came  up  with  them. 

Question.  Were  you  standinff  by  her  side  wnen  they  came  up  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  turned  on. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  her  say  th^  two  men  were  two  of  thesooondxels  ^  ihsl  killed 
my  husband  f ' 

Answer,  I  did  not  hear  her  say  that,  but  I  understood  she  did  say  so. 

Question.  You  understood  she  had  said  so  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  tot 

Aftswer.  Sam  HUdreth  was  telling  me  he  heard  •  ooiiTenatiom  pass  in  ^Hikh  riie 
made  the  expression. 

Question.  Did  she  then  go  on  to  Hildreth  and  indioate  oither  persons  t 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know. 

Question.  Did  she  say  that  Dr.  Smith  was  one  of  the  poisons  t 

Answer.  1  hoard  that  she  said  Dr.  Smith  was  one  of  tne  parties^  but  not  to  msu 

Question,  You  heard  of  her  saying  itt 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did. 

Question.  Did  she  say  that  Dr.  Smith  was  the  one  her  husband  stmckt 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  understood  she  said  John  Beaman  was  the  one  herhoslHUMl  stmok. 
She  didn't  tell  me  so. 

Question,  Did  she  say  it  ii^ured  Beaman  very  much  t 

Answer.  She  said  whichever  one  it  was  was  seriously  it^Jvrsd. 

Question.  For  what  reason— did  she  suspect  Beaman  was  wounded  about  thst  timet 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  about  that  time.  He  claimed  the  right  of  going  and  taking  some 
lager  beer,  and  he  got  perfectly  deranged  from  that  time  to  the  time  he  died ;  «nd  one 
of  his  Mends  went  to  see  him,  a  colorod  man ;  his  fftther  remarked  to  him — I  started  to 
see  him  myself— I  had  heard  a  good  deal  of  talk— and  before  I  got  there  I  met  the  col- 
ored man  David,  saying  his  father  would  not  admit  his  Mends  to  go  in  and  see  kim, 
and  I  turned  back. 

Question.  It  was  reported  that  it  was  lager  beer  that  deranged  him  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  from  lager,  it  was  so  said,  that  he  died  of  the  yellow  disssse 

Question.  That  is  the  disease— that  affects  the  urine  t 

Answer.  Yesysir. 

Question.  Discolors  the  urine,  and  makes  it  very  red  and  yellow  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  asked  Bfr.  Bradley  about  it.  He  said  he  died  of  tlie  yeXhfw  dis- 
ease. I  said,  do  you  know  that  Mr.  Braidley  sent  to  my  house  the  day  Bob  was  kiied, 
on  that  night  very  sick,  unable  to  ride  horseback,  but  coold  ride  in  a  bnsgj,  aad  I 
sent  word  my  buggy  was  engaged,  and  he  sent  to  a  neighbor  of  mine  liar  fais  bioggy,  and 
was  carried  ta  Jerferson  that  evening  in  this  buggy,  and  the  buggy  came  baeKagads, 
aud  the  next  morning  he  was  well  enough  to  ride  home ;  whether  the  atmo^iers  ili- 
proved  his  health  that  much,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Who  was  that— Beaman t  n i.tvoH  h„ dooalp 

Answer,  No,  sir;  Bradley.  He  was  able  to  ride  back  iMimMhgiMi^bMk^  and 
was  unable  to  ride  that  evening  half  an  hour  by  sun. 
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'   Question,  Did  yon  see  Bradley  t 

Anstcer.  Tes,  sir ;  when  be  came  back  be  did  not  look  to  me  like  a  man  that  had  been 
very  sick,  so  he  ccmld  not  ride  horseback. 

Question,  Where  yiras  he  brooght  from  f 

Answer.  He  was  carried  from  a  plantation  that  I  now  live  on.  I  live  on  the  west 
qnarter  of  the  plantation,  and  he  about  a  mile  from  me ;  and  when  he  came  out  from 
the  place  he  lived  to  go  to  Jefferson,  he  came  out  by  my  house. 

Question,  You  think,  then,  that  Bradley  did  not  want  the  buggy  for  his  own  use  f 

Answer,  He  wanted  it  for  his  own  use,  but  he  was  somewhat  suspicious  of  this  scrape, 
and  he  claimed  the  right  of  being  sick,  and  to  go  out  in  the  buggy ;  and  the  next  morn- 
ing he  came  back  horseback ;  he  sent  a  boy  all  around,  to  two  or  three  different  places, 
to  get  a  buggy. 

BytheCHAiRMAK: 
Question,  Was  that  night  that  he  went  to  Jefferson  the  night  Weetbrook  was  killed  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

ByMr.  Blaib: 

Question.  Did  Bradley  have  any  marks  on  himf 

Ansiver,  None  that  I  could  see. 

Question.  Any  marks  of  any  ii^jury  inflicted  7 

Answer.  None  at  all. 

Question,  She  then  expressed  the  opinion  that  Beaman  got  wounded  that  night  t 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  her  say  that  f 

Answer,  I  did  not  hear  her  say  that  individually,  myeelC  I  heard  others  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, generally,  say  that  was  the  death  of  Mr.  Beaman. 

Qtiestion.  That  was  Iftie  opinion  t 

Anstver,  That  was  the  general  opinion. 

Question,  Now,  she  was  here  y^terday  and  t«iti£dd  (nat  her  husband  struck  Sid 
Lipscomb ;  that  he  was  all  covered  with  blood,  which  streamed  down  his  face  and  his 
bosom,  knO.  that  she  identified  him  and  knew  it  was  Sid  Lipscomb. 

Anstver,  If  she  believed  that,  her  opinion  was  different.  She  at  that  time  believed  it 
was  Mr.  Beaman.  There  was  about  eight  or  nine  of  them,  probably  there  mought 
have  been  ten.  fh>m  her  expression,  that  I  thought  were  there;  but  in  the  fright,  I 
do  not  know  tnat  she  could  say  safely  who  it  was. 

Question,  She  did  not  mention  Mr.  Beaman's  name  as  having  been  there.  She  men- 
tioned several  names,  and  his  name  was  not  mentioned ;  but  she  declared,  upon  hor 
oath,  she  identified  Sid  Lipscomb  as  the  man  struck  and  carried  out  of  the  house. 

Ansicer,  Well,  shortlv  aner  that,  I  heard  that  he  was  quite  sick.  A  day  after  that  I 
heard  he  was  quite  sick. 

Question,  Did  you  see  him  f 

Ansxtcr,  I  never  saw  him  at  all.  I  did  not  go  to  see  him  at  all.  I  heard  he  was  sick, 
and  it  was  so ;  that  all  the  people  thought  he  was  injured  in  that  skirmish.  I  asked 
Mr.  Hagood,  who  lived  dose  by  him,  what  was  the  matter  with  him.  He  said  he  was 
quite  sick.  He  says  they  did  not  intend  to  kill  old  Robin.  "  What  did  they  intend  to 
do,  thenf "  I  asked.  He  said,  ''They  Just  intended  to  make  a  raid  on  him,  to  make 
him  submit,  and  do  as  he  ouffht  to  do.  I  do  not  think  they  intended  to  kill  him.^'  I 
says,  "  They  missed  it  a  good  ways  then,  for  they  did  kill  hmi." 

Question,  Mr.  Hagood  assnmed,  then,  that  Sid  Lipscomb  was  one  of  the  party  T 

Answer,  He  did  not  say  that ;  he  only  said  Sid  Lipscomb  was  quite  sick,  and  he  did 
not  think I  said,  *.*  Who  kiUed  old  Robin  T  " 

Question,  He  did  not  connect  it  the  way  you  first  spoke  it.  You  interpolated  the  ques- 
tion, "  Who  killed  old  Robin  t "  and  it  was  in  response  to  that  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  told  me  Sid  Lipscomb  was  quite  sick.  Says  I, ''  Who  killed  old 
Robin  T  "  He  says,  **  I  don't  know."  Says  I,  **  Somebody  did."  Says  he,  "  He  is  a  ter- 
rible old  rascal,"  and,  '*  They  did  not  intend  to  kill  him,  I  don't  suppose."  They  in- 
tended to  make  a  raid  on  him,  and,  he  being  so  vicious,  I  expect  caused  them  to  kill 
him. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  him  to  intimate  that  Lipscomb  was  one  of  the  parties  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  did  not,  more  than  I  asked  him  how  he  was,  and  he  said  he  was 
quite  sick. 

Question,  He  is  a  neighbor  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  close  neighbor  of  his. 

Question,  You  did  not  infer  nom  his  remark  that  ho  intended  to  implicate  Lipscomb 
in  the  affair^  did  you  t 

Anstcer,  No,  sir ;  not  at  all.  . 

Question,  He  said  that  old  Robin  was  a  terrible  old  rascal,  and  vicious?    IOQIC 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  "a  vicious  old  fellow,"  and,  "  They  might  have  expected  bir death 
almost  any  time." 

Question,  Was  he  vicious  t 
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An$wer.  1  did  not  consider  him  so.  He  was  a  good  old  Baptisl,  as  I  thon^^  and 
they  had  wronged  him  a  good  deal  ont  of  his  hiboTi  and  he  woidd  not  work  woere  he 
did  not  want  to  work,  and  wh^re  they  did  him  iiynstioe. 

Question,  What  did  he  mean  to  say  that  he  was  an  old  rasoal  for  f 

Answer.  He  said  he  was  sassy  and  vicious. 

QuesUon,  Did  yon  ever  hear  anything  of  that  tost  About  him  t 

Answer,  No,  sir;  none  at  alL 

QuesHan,  What  was  the  general  idea  in  the  community  as  to  the  cause  of  his  death? 

Answer.  The  people  generally  think  the  cause  of  his  death  was  the  beating  of  Dr. 
Smith  in  the  Iav? salt.  Dr.  Smith  pat  him  in  Jail,  and  Dr.  Smith  had  the  oo^b  to  pay; 
that  was  the  ffeoeral  opinion.  And  after  that— alter  Rob  was  killed— they  said  Rob 
•  had  threatened  to  bum  Dr.  Smith's  house,  but  I  nev^  heard  Rob  say  that. 

Question,  Who  did  you  hear  it  from,  that  he  had  threatened  to  bom  Dr.  Smith's 
house  f 

Answer,  Mr.  Hagood  told  me  he  understood  that  he  threatened  to  bum  it. 

Qu^Han,  Did  anybody  suppose  that  Dr.  Smith  was  in  that  crowd  that  killed  him  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  as  1  have  a  right  to  say,  but  it  was  the  opinion.  Now,  this 
man  Aleck,  that  worked  down  at  Mr.  Allen's,  he  was  there  at  Jefifersou.  Aleck  is  now 
at  Linden.  He  said  Dr.  Smith  killed  him,  and  Dr.  Smith  and  Jud  Oakl^  made  him 
go  away  from  JefiPerson  under  the  influence  of  the  conversation  he  had  had. 

QnesHon.  Because  he  said  he  believed  Smith  had  killed  him  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir. 

QttestUm.  Smith  was  irritated  at  that  f 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  told  him  he  had  not  only  to  go  away  from  there,  bat  to  go 
out  of  the  county.    I  saw  him  Monday  at  Linden.    I  was  there  before  tktB  Jary. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  that  thenT 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  asked  him  the  caus^  of  his  going  awi^.  He  said  I^.  Smith  said' 
he  had  been  talking  about  him,  and  Dr.  Smith  Miid  he  should  have  said  lie  was  tibe 
cause  of  the  death  of  old  Rob,  imd  he  had  to  get  away  from  ^ere.  fie  said  it  was  an 
unjust  charee  he  had  against  him. 

Question.  What  did  he  m<)AU  by  savingit  was  an  unjust  charge  f 

Answer,  It  was  an  unjust  charge  that  Dr.  Smith  had  against  him. 

Question,  That  he  never  had  siud  so  f 

Answer,  That  he  never  had  said  so. 

Question.  But  it  had  been  attributed  to  him  by  others  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  infer  from  that  that  he  did  not  make  the  chaige  against  Smith  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  did  not  make  it. 

Question,  Did  he  say  he  believed  it  t 

Answer,  Dr*  Smith  and  Jud  Oakley  claimed  to  believe  it. 

Question.  But,  in  your  conversation  with  Aleck,  he  said  it  was  an  ui:guat  <diarget 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  he  never  had  asserted  that  Smith  did  it  t 

Answer.  That  is  so. 

Question,  Did  he  say  he  bdlieved  it  t 

Anstcer,  He  said  he  had  his  belief,  but  he  did  not  explain  it  to  me. 

Question,  'But  he  never  had  said  so  T 

Answer,  That  he  never  had  said  so.  I  oame  on  Monday  from  court,  and  met  Bea 
Besteeter  right  at  his  bars,  and  ho  then  showed  me  where  the  party  was  standing  ihalk 
they  said  shot  at  Dr.  Smith.  They  either  must  have  shot  down  in  the  ground  or  shot 
in  the  air.    They  could  not  have  been  that  close  and  not  have  hit  him  or  his  hoae. 

Question,  Did  you  infer  from  that  there  was  no  shooting  at  all  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  there  must  not  have  been  any  shooting. 

Question.  That  is  your  opinion  t 

Answer,  That  is  my  opinion,  gentlemen,  honestly :  the  first  gun  that  wan  fired  was  not 
&rther  than  fh>m  here  to  that  window,  (five  feet ;)  he  must  have  shot  ri*;ht  up  or  right 
down,  or  he  must  have  hit  him  or  the  norse. 

Question,  You  think  it  was  mighty  bad  shooting? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  mighty  bad  shooting  if  it  had  been  midni^t 

Question.  It  is  stated  that  the  men  admitted  the  shooting  T 

Answer.  O,  under  the  circiunstances  under  which  they  labored,  I  am  not  at  all  sur- 
prised that  they  admitted  the  shooting ;  if  you  were  going  to  whip  me  severely,  I^ 
not  know  what  sort  of  a  tale  I  would  tell ;  I  reckon  J[  would  be  aa  apt  to  tM  you  a 
story  as  the  truth,  to  clear  myself  of  the  punishment. 

Question.  Were  they  whipped  ? 

Answer.  Certainly. 

Question,  Who  whipped  them  f 

Answer,  They  said  this  man.  Dr.  Gillespie,  or  Judge  QiUespie,  or  some  sucli  man,d&i 
a  portion  of  the  whipping,  but  I  did  not  see,  and  a  boy  belonging  to  the  estate  of  Itoi 
^•Jdreth  came  out  badly  bruised ;  this  man  knocked  him  by  the  side  of  the  head^  bidlj 
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bmieed.  Jndce  Gellispiepunialied  the  fellow  right  smart,  and  Mr.  Georgo  Whit«fleld 
was  there,  and  he  said,  "  Just  qnit  knockiDg  that  boy  abont,  for  he  is  innocent  and  ig- 
norant ;  that  bov  knows  nothing  about  it*"  The  fellow  was  absolutely  so  scared  he 
says  tlie^  asked  him  who  shot  the  first  gnn ;  be  says,  *^  I  did,  I  shot  the  first  gan."  He 
was  excited  and  ignorant,  and  acknowledged  he  shot  the  first  snn,  and  he  was  nowhere 
there ;  they  have  a  witness  that  he  was  at  home  j  they  k^t  nim  there  some  two  or 
three  days,  and  knocked  him  about,  and  these  other  boys  saw  how  they  punished 
Riehard  Lewis,  and  they  made  an  aoknowledgment  that  thev  were  in  it^ 

Queaiion,  It  is  your  belief  that  there  was  no  shooting  at  all? 

Aftmoer,  As  close  as  that  was,  there  was  no  shooting,  th^ie  could  not  have  been. 
Gk-ntlemen,  if  either  of  yon  go  there  and  let  that  man  place  yon  where  the  shooting 
was  done,  as  lan^e  a  horse  as  Dr.  Smith  had,  it  mast  haye  hit  the  horse  oi  mmi-H>ne. 

Qnes^an.  Dr.  Bmith  went  to  a  neighbor,  close  by  f 

Answer,  He  went  to  Ben  Besteeters  house — ^he  was  there. 

Queati&H,  He  did  not  go  back  there  f 

Afk9wer,  No,  sir :  he  went  to  Mr.  Bradley's  honse-Hi  neighbor. 

Q^e9iUm.  Did  Mr.  Bradley  hear  the  firing  T 

Answer,  I  never  heard  by  him — he  has  gone  to  North  Alabama. 

QuetUon,  Did  Ben  hear  the  firing  t 

Answer,  Ben  didn't  say. 

Qnestum,  Ben  said  he  believed  that  those  men  were  going  to  punish  him  t 

Answer.  Well,  he  was  excited.  I  do  not  know  that  he  knew  properly.  I  think  if 
the  thing  was  well  searched  right,  it  would  bo  found  out  that  may  be  some  of  them 
were  going  to  punish  him.  He  Kept  the  church  looked  up  ono  nifht  because  he  was  a 
Methodist,  and  the  Baptists  wanted  to  preach  there — ^it  may  be  they  wanted  to  get  at 
him,  but  if  they  had  tney  would  have  hit. 

QnesHon,  Did  you  have  the  position  pointed  out  to  you  bv  Dr.  Smith  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  by  Ben.    He  showed  me  where  it  was  Monday  evening. 

Question,  Might  not  Smith  have  been  farther  than  Ben  indicated  to  yon  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  said  his  son  was  pulling  the  bars  down  when  they  shot ;  it 
seemed  to  me  they  must  have  hit  him;  1  did  not  question  him  any  further.  I  said 
they  could  not  have  missed  him  unless  they  shot  up  or  down. 

QmesluM,  Did  Ben's  bo^  say  there  was  any  shooting  t* 

Answer,  I  did  not  see  him. 

QuesiUm,  Certainly  the  boy  would  have  told  his  fiither  whether  there  was  or  notf 

Answer,  Ben  says  to  me,  ^'  Here's  where  they  say  they  shot  Dr.  Smith ;  there's  where 
the  first  one  shot,  and  the  other  here,  and  the  other  there,  and  two  along  here."  I 
says,  ''I  don't  want  to  hear,  for  I  cannot  prove  it;  if  you  were  called  on  I  cannot  tell 
anything  about  it,  more  than  I  heard  you  say." 

Question,  Did  Ben  express  any  doubt  that  the  shooting  was  cV>ne  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  with  the  voice,  but  he  laughed  as  if  there  was  a  little  doubt 
whether  there  was  any  shooting  done. 

QnesVUm,  Any  attempt  to  killmmf 

Answer,  No  attempt  to  kill  him. 

QuesUon,  But  he  did  not  dispute  that  there  was  shooting  1 

Answer,  No,  sir.  • 

QnesUon,  Do  you  think  there  was  no  firing  f  / 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  firing  at  all ;  if  they  were  thev  must  have 
sliot  right  up  or  down  ;  the  i>owder  must  have  burned  the  horse  that  close,  because 
here  is  the  bar-post,  fnd  there  was  the  first  gxm  in  that  oomer,  and  there  he  was  going 
right  to  the  bars-— draw-bars— the  powder  would  have  burned  the  horse. 

Queetion,  As  Ben's  boy  was  there  f 

Answer,  He  was  there  pulling  the  bars  down. 

QmesHon,  Then  he  is  perfectly  competent  to  prove  whether  there  was  any  firing  at 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Q^^estion.  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  the  boy  f 

Anstoer,  No,  sir. 

QnestUm,  You  only  predicate  your  opinion  upon  this,  that  if  they  had  an  intention  to 
kill  they  could  not  have  fired  without  killing  him  f 

Answer.  They  could  not  in  that  distance,  even  if  it  had  been  bird-shot ;  they  must 
have  hit  him. 

Ques^on,  And  must  have  killed  him  if  they  had  intended  to  kill  him  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  have  not  asked  Ben,  or  his  boy,  whether  there  was  any  firing  donet 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  didn't  ask  them :  only  he  said,  '^  Here's  where  they  said  they  shot 
at  Dr.  Smith,  and  here's  where  the  first  man  was  standing,  that  place  in  this  comer." 
Well,  says  I,  •*  Ben,  the  powder  would  have  burned  the  harse."  **Yes,"  he  says,  "with- 
out they  shot  right  up  or  down." 

Qwesion,  Did  he  say  his  bov  communioated  to  him  where  the  firing  took  place ;  thalt 
here  the  first  gun  was  fired,  &c  t 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  said  there  was  the  first  fired,  bat  he  did  not  say  whether  his 
son  tpld  him  so  or  not. 

Quotum,  Did  yon  infer  that  "his  son  told  him  t 

Anstvcr.  I  judge  his  son  told  him,  because  he  was  at  the  house,  and  the  boy  came  to 
pull  down  the  bars  for  Dr.  Smith. 

Question.  Yon  did  not  understand  him  to  dispate  that  there  was  firing  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  But  simply  concurred  with  you  in  the  opinion  that  if  there  had  been  fixing 
it  was  not  intended  to  kill? 

AnstPfr.  Not  intended  to  kill,  for  he  said,  ''You  know  the  distance,  Sheperd  Fender- 
son,  that  powder  must  have  burned  the  horse.  ^ 

Question.  Do  you  infer  from  what  took  place  between  yo«  and  Ben,  that  hia  son  had 
X>ointed  out  the  exact  locality  for  it  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  must  have  pointed  it  out  to  him,  because  he  was  at  the  house 
with  a  sick  child,  and  sent  his  son  to  open  the  bars  for  Dr.  Smith. 

Question.  He  did  not  pretend  that  Dr.  Smith  had  given  him  an  account  of  itf 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question*  Dr.  Smith  did  not  go  back  to  his  house  t 

Answer.  No, sir;  he  went  to  Bradley's. 

Question.  He  did  not  see  Dr.  Smijbh  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Therefore  if  he  knew  where  this  firing  was  done^  it  must  have  come  from 
the  boy  who  was  there  on  the  ground  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  is  evident  then,  is  it  not,  that  there  must  have  been  firing  t 

Answer.  Apparently  there  must  have  been,  sir,  firom  what  has  boon  sa^,  but  m  close 
as  they  were  I  say  again 

Question.  But  that  close  it  was  intended  to  kill  t 

Answer.  Not  to  do  any  injury  at  alL 

Question.  But  it  was  very  well  calculated  to  alarm  a  man  at  that  time  of  nighty  firing 
a  gun  that  close  to  him  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A  man  might  well  be  excusable  for  taking,  the  alarm  under  such  circum- 
stances f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  if  he  was  not  hurt. 

Question.  It  is  not  pretended  that  he  was  hurt,  I  believe,  but  it  was  a  oircamstaaoe 
Verv  well  calculated  to  alarm  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qttestion.  Firing  off  guns  right  under  his  nose  in  that  way  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Waa  this  man  Robin  a  turbulent  man  f 

Answer.  He  was  not  very  vicious  as  I  thought,  sir ;  he  got  into  a  little  difficulty*  I 

"     '       '  'lint  it  ^ 


think,  about  a  year  ago,  up  here  in  the  cane-brake.  I  think  it  was  about  robbing  i 
man's  corn-field.  Ho  went  off  to  Mobile  and  staid  awhile,  and  during  his  time  down 
at  Mobile  I  saw  him.  I  told  him  I  thoug^ht  he  was  a  more  quiet  man  than  that.  I 
don't  know  whether  this  was  provedegainst  him.  Yes  it  was,  too,  and  Jack  Fin«li  was 
deputized  to  take  him  to  court,  and  whilst  Jack  wsa  turned  around,  looking  at  some 
ffentlomen  that  was  talking  to  him,  Robin  went  on,  and  he  couldn't  overtake  him,  and 
had  got  into  a  little  difficulty  that  he  could  not  pioduce  him  in  oourt,and  went  off  Id 
Mobue,  and  he  came  back  and  worked  about  the  neighborhood,  and  finally  worked  for 
Dr.  Smith,  and  some  difficulty  occurred  between  them  and  Dr.  Smith  put  him  in  jail, 
and,  through  the  law  I  believe,  Rob.  got  the  best  end  of  it,  and  then  yon  see  the  diffi- 
culty arose  at  the  points  that  he  suffered  under.  If  he  hsbd  abided  under  the  ooose- 
qnences  which  Mr.  Kelley  asked  him  to  do,  to  stay  at  his  place,  he  would  no 
doubt  have  been  living  now. 

Question.  He  was  at  Mr.  Norwood's  place  f 

Answer.  *  Yes,  sir,  at  Jefferson. 

Question.  Did  you  know  Westbrook's  wife's  son.  Tiller  Reese  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  was  in  the  house  at  the  same  time  t 

AMJSwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him  t 

Answer.  I  never  had  any  conversation  with  him ;  when  I  went  to  have  a  oonvem* 
tion  with  him  I  met  him  and  the  deputy  sheriff  in  conversation,  and  passed  on  by  and 
did  not  talk  with  him.  ' 

QuesOiOn.  There  was  an  inquest  held  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ^  , 

Question.  And  both  the  wife  and  her  son  were  examined  Itjzed  by  VjOOQ  IC 

Answer.  I  don't  know :  I  didn't  so  to  it ;  I  understood  the  inquest  was  tield* 

Question.  Neither  of  them  identified  any  one  at  that  inquest  ? 
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Ana^fier,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  understood)  or  do  you  know,  that  Tiller  Beese.  identified  certain 
parties  T 

Jnwfer,  1  do  not ;  I  have  not  so  understood. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QiiestiotL  You  have  stated  that  Dr.  Smith  had  caused  Westhrook,  who  was  afterward 
killed,  to  he  put  in  Jail.    On  what  charge  was  he  committed  to  jaU  f 

Answer.  He  was  committed  to  Jail,  as  well  as  my  memory  serves  me,  for  not  haying 
done  work  enough  to  pay  for  the  advance  he  had  made  him. 

Question,  It  was  a  civil  action,  then,  not  a  criminal  prosecution  t 

Answer,  Tes,sir. 

QueaHon,  How  long  was  Westbrookkept  in  Jail  f 

Ansujer,  He  was  there  about  a  month.  * 

QuesUon,  And  when  the  trial  came  on  Dr.  Smith  was  defeated  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  defeated. 

Question,  And  shown  to  be  in  the  wrong  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  supposed  thdt  Dr.  Smith  harbored  a  grudge  against  Westbrook  fbr  this 
defeat  f 

Answer,  That  was  suspected  by  the  neighborhood  in  general  talk. 

Question,  What  were  Dr.  Smith's  habits  as  to  drinking  t 

Answer,  At  times  he  would  drink  a  right  smart  extent,  clean  out  of  the  way,  unable 
to  attend  to  his  duties. 

Question,  How  would  liquor  affect  him  when  under  its  influence,  so  as  to  making 
him  excited  and  violent  T 

Ansu^,  He  would  act  strange  in  the  way  of  talk ;  no  satis&ctory  way  was  to  be 
^und  in  him  at  that  time. 

Question,  Is  it  believed  among  the  colored  people  about  Jefferson  that  Dr.  Smith  had 
a  hand  in  this  raid  upon  Westbrook  the  night  tnat  he  was  killed  f 

Answer,  It  is  so  thought,  sir,  by  a  good  many.  Gentlemen,  before  you  ask  me  any 
farther  let  me  explain  a  subject  to  you.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  any  disadvantage  to  you 
por  me  either. 

By  Mr.  Blaib: 

QuesUon,  You  have  a  right  to  explain  yourself. 

Answer,  About  midnight  that  night-->(I  am  living  in  the  fork  of  the  road) — about 
midnight  that  night  a  horse  passed  my  house  on  a  sweepiuf^  gallop,  going  down  toward 
Dr.  Smith's  place,  and  that  afternoon,  or  the  same  day  m  the  afternoon,  Dr.  Smith 
came  on  back  himself,  and  I  knew  for  a  fact  that  he  did  not  pass  there  that  day;  that 
ke  must  have  went  through  the  woods  if  he  went  to  his  plantation.  I  know  I  heard 
the  horse  that  night,  about  midnight,  going  down  there  in  a  gallop,  towunl  his  planta- 
tion. The  next  evening  he  came  on  over  toward  his  plantation,  going  toward  tiie 
plantation. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Dr.  Smith  did? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  after  the  death  of  Bob.  Westbrook. 

Question,  Was  it  before  or  after  Westbrook's  death  that  Dr.  Smith  says  that  he  was 
fired  upon  by  a  body  of  men  iu  the  night-time  t 

Answer,  Afterwam  j  after  the  death  of  Westbrook 

Question.  Was  it  after  he  had  knocked  down  a  boy  up  at  Williams's  store,  in  Jeffer- 
Bont  • 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  long  alter  thatf 

Answer,  Let  me  see ;  I  believe  I  am  correct.  No,  sir ;  he  knocked  him  down  before 
Bob,  was  killed.  That  was  this  Jim  Bockford,  and  Oakley,  I  think,  knocked  Griflin's 
teeth  out  at  the  same  time ;  two  boys. 

Question,  Did  Dr.  Smith  hurt  the  boy  badly  that  he  knocked  down  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  he  hurt  him  very  bad.  He  killed  him  for  a  while.  They  poured 
water  on  him,  and  he  come  to. 

Question,  Was  Dr.  Smith  in  liquor  at  the  timet 

Answer,  He  was  more  or  less.    He  is  more  or  lees  drinking  frequently-*all  the  tim#, . 

Question,  Was  he  a  friend  of  Oakley  and  Beaman  t  >«      - 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  they  frequently  together  t 

Anstoer,  Frequently  together. 

Question,  What  did  Oakley  follow  for  a  living  T 

Answer.  He  was  down  at  Qriffin's  Landing,  attending  to  that ;  but  most  of  the  time 
he  was  at  Jefferson.  His  father  lives  near  Jefferson.  He  visited  his  mother,  but  not 
his  father. 
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QuesHon.  What  was  Beaman's  chief  bosinesBt 

Anncer.  Farming; 

Que$Hon,  Was  he  a  yonng  man  f 

Anmotr,  Yes,  sir. 

Qmetthn,  Were  those  two  young  men  dissipated  f 

Annoer.  Tes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  Who  was  that  visited  his  mother  and  not  his  father  t 
Answer.  Oakley.    Somehow  he  did  not  like  his  father. 

By  the  Chatrmatt  : 

Question,  When  were  these  colorec^men  ^ho  are  now  in  Jail  taken  np  for  this  assaalt 
upon  Dr.  Smith— how  long  after  Smith  claims  that  he  was  fired  npon  T 

Answer,  As  well  as  my  memory  serves  mo.  I  think  it  was  ahont  two  weeka 

Question,  Who  caused  them  to  be  arrested  T 

Answer,  Dr.  Smith,  I  suppose,  sir. 

QuesHon,  Did  he  get  out  a  warrant  against  them  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  did  or  not,  sir.  My  friend  Nat  Williams  went  up 
there,  and  they  did  not  allow  him  to  go  inside  the  lines.  He  could  not  learn  nothing, 
and  therefore  he  came  back ;  and  I  concluded  it  was  not  worth  while  for  me  to  go  up 
there. 

Question,  How  many  were  said  to  be  concerned  in  arreeting  these  colored  menf 

Answer,  There  were  two,  to  my  certain  knowledge. 

Question.  Who  were  they  T  / 

Answer.  One  of  them  is  this  fellow  Reuben's  son ;  his  name  is  Henderson  Iiee.  T%e 
other  is  Wilev  Blackinau's  son,  Jake  Blackman. 

Question,  Was  an  examination  had  l>efore  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  these  colored  boyst 

Answer.  I  presume  so.  I  was  not  there.  Squire  Smith  was  there ;  they  were  at  sua 
house  principally. 

Question.  You  understood  there  was  an  examination  t 

Answer,  I  understood  that  there  was. 

Question.  When  was  it  that  Lewis  was  whipi>ed— was  it  after  that  examwatio]},  on 
the  way  to  jail? 

Answer,  He  was  whipped  before  the  examination  was,  they  told  me.    \ 

Question,  Did  you  understand  who  whipped  himf 

Answer,  I  understood  that  Dr.  Gillespie  or  Judge  Qillespie^whatev^  you  pronounce 
his  name  to  be— whipped  him. 

Question,  What  was  he^-a  Judge  of  what  court  ? 

Afiswer,  I  don't  know.  He  was  a  sort  of  music-teacher  about ;  and  I  suppose  he  took 
the  part  of  the  people  of  Jefferson,  and  thought  he  was  doing  right. 

Question.  Was  Lewis  wliipped  in  Jefferson  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Qwsstion.  Was  there  a  crowd  there  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  understood  so.    But  they  allowed  no  colored  persons  in  the  ring. 

Question,  How  large  a  crowd  f 

Answer,  They  said  the  crowd  was  a  good  many  white  persons,  but  no  coloied  persons. 

Question,  Was  he  wliipped  in  the  presence  of  the  other  colored  men  who  were  arrested 
with  himf  • 

Answer.  I  presume  he  was ;  I  cannot  say  as  to  that. 

QuesOtm,  Did  you  understand  that  he  was  made  to  confess— to  give  up  the  names  of 
those  who  fired  upqp  Doctor  Smith  f 

Ansxser,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  he  gave  the  names  of  those  who  are  now  in  Jail  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  the  same  persons  who  wore  already  under  arrest  t 

Answer.  They  were  already  under  arrest. 

Question.  Did  he  give  the  names  of  any  other  persons  except  those  who  were  under 
arrest  T 

Answer.  These  two  parties  who  were  witnesses  against  him  were  parties  that  he- 
longed  to  the  same  company — so  said  to  be — and  they  were  unable  to  meet ;  one  of  theim 
had  a  chill  and  the  other  got  frightened  and  ruu,  he  said,  and  did  not  shoot  at  alL 

Question.  What  is  the  general  belief  down  there — that  Lewis  tohl  the  truth,  or  that 
he  gave  up  these  names  just  for  the  purpose  of  saving  himself  from  being  whi|^ed 
further? 

Answer,  For  the  purpose  of  Just  saving  himself  fh)m  being  whipped ;  that  was  the 
general  opinion. 

Question,  You  say  the  general  opinion  is  that  those  boys,  now  committed  to  jai!* 
were  innocent  of  any  attempt  to  fire  upon  him  7  ^ 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  they  are  innocent  of  any  attempt* 
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QueBtion,  Ton  say  it  is  also  the  general  belief  that  if  there  was  any  firing  at  all,  it 
was  just  to  alarm  Dr.  Smith  f 

AMwer,  That  is  the  general  opinion. 

QueaUon,  Having  examined  the  ground  yonrself,  von  are  of  opiini<ni  that  they 
could  not  have  missed,  either  him  or  his  horse,  if  thev  nad  intehded  to  fire  upon  him  t 

Anmoer.  They  could  not  have  missed  him,  even  if  they  had  turned  their  backs  upon 
him,  and  turned  the  gun  around  that  way,  at  the  distance  they  were. 

Queitum,  After  the  night  that  Westbrook  was  killed^  was  Beaman  ever  seen  abroad 
again  in  the  streets  of  Jefferson  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  people  were  not  allowed  to  go  in  and  see 
himf 

Answei'.  I  did  say  it,  sir. 
•  QueaHon,  How  long  did  he  Hve  after  that  night  t 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  about  two  weeks;  my  memory  may  not  serve  me  right,  but  I 
think  it  was  about  two  weeks.  I  know  the  second  week  after  this  thing  happened  I 
started  to  go  up  there,  hearing  the  neighborhood  saying  that  this  thing  was  said  to  be 
by  Beaman :  I  being  personally  acquainted  with  him,  I  thought  to  go  and  see  him.  I 
met  David  Kelly  near  his  house,  and  he  said  it  was  not  worth  while,  for  he  saw  his 
£*ther,  and  he  would  not  let  his  friends  see  him,  because  it  ahra^  excited  him. 

Quetition,  Ton  say  it  was  given  out  by  his  father  that  he  died  with  the  yellow  disease  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  Mr.  Watt  Bradley  told,me  so  too,  that  he  died  of  the  yeUow 
disease. 

Question.  Was  he  exposed,  so  that  his  friends  could  see  him,  after  he  was  deadt 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  say  this  man  Bradley  also  gave  it  out  that  Beaman  died  with  the  yel- 
low disease  f 

Ansxcer.  Yes.  sir,  I  said,  and  he  helped  to  dress  him. 

Question.  Wno  is  he  f 

Ansicer,  He  is  sort  of  a  teller  for  George  Whitfield,  near  Jeflbrson ;  he  attends  to  his 
business. 

QuesUon.  A  young  man  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  is  his  character  t 

Answer,  Well,  he  is. a  drinking  man. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  oi  the  circumstances  of  his  being  carried  m»,  pretending 
to  be  sick,  to  Jefferson,  and  coming  back  the  next  day  on  horseback,  after  the  death 
of  Westbrook. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  sent  to  my  house,  about  1  o'clock  that  day.  after  my  buggy,  and 
I  told  him  it  was  loaned  out ;  and  he  then  goes  to  John  Finch^i  he  could  bon*ow  his 
buggy,  and  he  said,  ^  No  f  and  he  then  ffoes  down  to  Aleck  Hildreth's  and  gets  his 
buggy;  and  about  three-quarters  of  an  nour  by  sun  he  came  out  by  my  house  and 
went  on  to  Jefferson ;  and  that  night  the  bugey  came  back,  and  next  morning  it  came 
to  Aleck,  and  next  momine  he  came  home  on  norseback. 

QvCesHon,  Is  it  the  generid  belief  that  Bradley  was  in  that  crowd  that  killed  Weet- 
brookt 

Answer,  That  is  the  general  opinion ;  it  is  spoken  of  in  that  t^. 

Question,  You  say  yon  heard  Mr.  Lipscomb  was  quite  sick  after  Westbrook  was  killed  ? 

Answer,  About  two  days  afterward,  before  I  heard  it  that  he  was  quite  sick ;  Mr. 
Hagood  told  me  so. 

Question,  How  long  was  he  confined  to  his  house  t 

Answer,  I  don't  know  how  long,  whether  it  was  over  a  week  or  n«t.  It  was  not  un- 
der a  week,  I  know ;  it  might  have  been  over  a  week.  I  know  he  was  considered  quite 
sick.  » 

Question,  Of  what  was  he  reported  to  be  sick? 

Answer,  I  never  learned. 

Question,  Did  public  opinion  connect  him  with  that  same  crowd  f 

Answer,  It  first  fired  up  in  that  way,  but  quieted  down,  and  I  never  heard  anything 
more  of  it. 

Question.  Was  Westbrook  reputed  to  have  money  on  hand  f 

Answer,  I  reckon  not,  sir;  O,  no,  he  did  not  have  money  on  hand,  I  diould  not 
suppose. 

Question.  Was  he  a  blacksmith  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  Just  a  fiumer.  He  had  no  money  on  hand,  because  he  had  not  been 
loug  out  of  Jail,  and  he  had  been  working  then  with  Mr.  Kelly  on  hisplace.  I  think 
he  took  hin>  out  a  week  or  such  a  matter  before  his  trial  came  on.  Bie  worked  with 
him  until  his  trial  come  offand  then  he  started  to  go  and  make  a  living  for  his  family. 

Quotum,  You  spoke  of  Westbrook  bavins  been  robbed  of  his  labor  t>y  certain  i>er- 
sons,  and  that  there  was  a  grudge  against  him,  because  he  would  not  work  for  fhem  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  in  this  way :  he  would  work  for  a  man,  whether  he  got 
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paid  for  it  or  not.    He  spoke  of  it  in  tBis  way :  that  he  worked  for  sach  a  man  Um 
ear  round,  and  he  did  not  pay  him ;  they  would  bring  him  a  little  in  debt,  and  though 
le  onght  to  stay  and  work  it  out ;  he  would  think  his  labor  was  worth  what  he  ata, 
and  he  would  quit  work  and  go  to  work  somewhere  else. 

Question,  Is  that  a  common  complaint  of  the  colored  men  that  they  are  wronged  by 
their  employers  t 

Answer.  They  are  mighty  apt  to  quit. 

Question^  Is  it  your  opimon,  firom  your  knowledge  of  that  people,  whether  they  an 
generally  fairly  dealt  with  by  their  employers  t 

Answer,  The  most  of  them  is  dealt  with  fairly.  I  was  myself,  iudividuidly,  wronged, 
but  it  was  not,  I  suppose,  intentional ;  may  be  it  may  have  been  intentional,  too.  I 
divided  work  with  W.  J.  Anderson,  down  at  Griffin's  Landing,  for  half  the  crop.  He 
went  half  the  expenses :  he  fell  short,  and  I  shipped  a  bill  of  cotton  to  Mobile,  and  after 
I  left  it,  with  the  initials  of  m|r  name,  he  put  his  nstme  on  it,  and  it  was  taken  for  mwt- 
gage  on  his  debt,  and  he  never  made  it  good  to  me ;  but  he  says  he  would  come  to 
work  for  me  for  it,  Just  the  same  as  he  would  for  a  master  in  slavery ;  and  under  such 
circumstances  I  do  not  think  I  should  bear  down  on  him. 

Question.  When  was  Westbrook  killed  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  the  1st  of  June. 

Question.  When  did  Bradley  go  to  North  Ca^lina  f 

Answer.  Old  man  Bradley  went  to  North  Alabama. 

Question.  This  young  man  lives  down  there  yetf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  tliere  was  a  boy  who  was  taken  up  and  charged  with  being  con- 
cemed  in  this  shooting  of  Dr.  Smith,  and  he  confessed  he  had  fired  a  gun  at  himT 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  considered  he  did  it  through  fear,  and  it  was  proved  afterward  that 
he  was  at  home  at  that  very  time,  and  he  was  discharged  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  So  you  think  that  the  admissions  which  a  man  makes  when  he  is  under 
the  influence  of  fear  of  being  whipped,  and  being  whipped  to  make  confession,  do  not 
amount  to  much  T 
•    Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  think  it  is  not  to  be  relied  upon  at  all — a  confession  drawn  out  by 
whipping  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  it  should  be  relied  upon  under  any  circumstances  whatever. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  this  whippmg  of  Bichard  Lewis  was  in  Jefferson  f 

Answer.  It  was  done  somewhere  in  Jefferson.    I  do  not  know  exactly  the  point. 

Question.  XVas  Dr.  Smith  at  home  at  that  time  f 

Answer.  He  was  there  during  the  whole  inquest. 

QuesUotu  Do  you  think  he  was  present  when  Lewis  was  whipped  t 

Ansu>cr.  He  must  have  been,  because  it  was  under  his  orders,  I  suppose,  that  these 
boys  were  taken  up. 

Question.  Was  Gillespie  a  Mend  of  Dr.  Smith  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Intimate  together  t 

Answer.  Very  intimate  there. 

Question.  So  you  think  this  whipping  must  have  been  done  either  at  the  instance  or 
with  the  approbation  of  Dr.  Smith  T 

Answer.  I  must  think  so. 

Question.  How  long  have  these  boys  been  in  jail  on  that  charge  T 

Atiswer.  It  was  about  the  8th  or  9th  of  June  they  were  pitt  in  there,  or  somewhere 
there.    I  don't  know  the  exact  time,  but  they  have  been  in  there  some  time. 

Question:  When  colored  people  have  been  whipped,  or  otherwise  maltreated  by  white 
men,  are  they  afraid  to  go  and  make  complaint  and  give  up  the  names  of  their  perse- 
cutors? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  for  they  will  pay  dearly  for  it.  The  case  has  happened  in  onr 
country,  sir. 

Question.  Is  the  reason  of  their  fear  the  apprehensiou  that  they  will  be  molested  and 
ill-treated  by  those  persons  whose  names  they  give  up  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  for  that  reason  they  abstain  from  going  to  courts,  or  making  any  com- 
plaint f 

Ansujer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  safe,  as  a  ^neral  rule,  for  them  to  go  and  enter 
a  complaint  against  the  men  they  suspect  of  punishing  them  t 

Answer.  They  would  not  be  safe,  sir. 

Question.  State  if  your  people  go  to  the  polls  and  vote  freely,  or  are  they  indjioed  to 
stay  away  from  an  apprehension  that  harm  will  come  to  them  of  itt 

Answer.  They  do  not  go  there,  a  good  many  of  them,  for  why  T   They  say,  *'  If  yon  ^ 
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to  the  polls  and  Tote,  you  can  take  your  things  along  with  you ;  you  cannot  come  back 
on  my  place  any  more ;"  and  rather  than  to  K>se  my  home,  I  will  stay  myself!  I  will 
not  vote« 

Question.  If  colored  people  were  allowed  to  vote  freely  and  without  any  apprehen- 
sion of  looinff  their  places,  how  would  they,  as  a  eenerid  thing,  vote  Y 

AnstDtr,  The  most  of  them  would  vote  the  republican  ticket. 
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